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LECTURES  The  subject  of  our  study  is  that  wonderful 

thing,  the  uumal  body — and  more  particu- 

^^  ^"^  larly  the  human  body ;  its  construction  and 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OP  qualities;  its  actions  and  its  sufferings ;  its 

PHYSIC  derangements ;  its  decay. 

*  In  this  most  interesting,  and  surely  awful 

■  Deliwred  at  King^t  College,  London,  »tudy,  you  have  already  advanced  a  certain 

way.    You  know  the  outward   form  and 

Br  De.  Watson.  fashion  of  the  body :  you  have  investigated 

_^  its  internal  composition  and  structure :  you 

have  learned  what  is  knowfi  of  its  various 

Introductory  Lbcturb.  endowments ;  the  uses  and  the  actions  of  its 

In  approaching  any  new  subject  of  enquiry,  several  parts. 

gentlemen,  there  are  certain  points  concern-  This  amount  of  knowledge  is  indispensable 

ing  which .  the  enquirer  should  always  be  to  your  further  progress.     It  forms  a  por- 

careful  to  satisfy  himself.     He  should  com-  tion  only  of  what  you  desire  to  learn— *or 

prehend,  distinctly,  what  it  is  that  he  pro-  rather  it  is  a  preparation  for  the  ends  you 

poses  to  learn;  its  subject-matter,  and  its  are  seeking.    To  the  student  of  natural  theo- 

objects ;   he  should  consider  whether  he  is  logy,  indeed,  it  would,  in  itself,  be  sufficient 

about  to  adopt  the  most  easy,  direct,  and  and  complete  ;    and   who  can    enjoy  the 

'effectual  means  for  obtaining  his  purpose ;  privilege  which  eadi  of  you  has  enjoyed 

and  whether  he  is  qualified,  by  the  possession  without  becoming,    even   involuntarily,    a 

of  the  requisite  preliminary  information,  for  student  of  natural  theology  ?      Who  can 

pursuing  his  enquiries  with  intelligence  and  look  into  the  mechanism  of  this  intricate 

success.    To   these   points,   and  to  some  but  perfiBct  work,  and  contemplate  theevident 

others,  as  they  are  connected  with  the  duties  marks  of  exquisite  contrivance,  of  which  it 

with  which  I  have  been  entrusted  in  this  is  full— the  endless  examples  of  means  ad- 

CoUege,  I  wish  briefly  to  direct  your  atten-  justed  to  ends,  of  prospective  expedients,  of 

tion  on  the  present  occasion.    It  will  be  4!ompensation  for  inevitable  disadvantages, 

my  endeavour  to  famish  you,  at  the  outset,  of  iiredt  provisionB  for  animal  happiness 

with  clear  notions  of  the  nature  and  the  ends  and  enjoyment-— without  the  deepest  con- 

of  that  branch  of  study  upon  which  you  are  viction  of  the  power,  and  wisdom,  and  bene- 

now  about  to  enter  ;    to  explain  why  it  is  volence  of  its  Maker  ?    But  beyond,  though 

taught,  and  in   what    degree    it    may  be  not  above,  these  higher  objects  of  a  diligent 

taught,  by  oral  disconrste :  to  point  out  to  examination  of  man's  bodily  ftJi>ric,  we  have 

you  what  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  another  and  still  a  noble  ^id )  and  it  is  my 

me,   and  what,    to    render   my    attempts  business  to  take  you  one  step  nearer  to  that 

prosperous,  will  be  required  on  your  parts,  end.     Hitherto  you  have  heard  of  structure 

Something  also  ^  it  is  expedient   that  you  and  of  function.     Hence^Mward  our  theme 

should  know  ff«Bpecting  the  general  order  must  be  of  health  and  of  disease.    Of  health, 

and  arrangement  of  the  course ;  and  a  short  that  we  may  understand  disease ;  of  disease* 

explanatory  'comment    upon  some  of  the  that  we  may,  under   Providence,    restore 

terms  that  we  shall  constantly  be  emplojring,  health.     Our  objects  are  to  preserve  the 

will  clear  the  way  for  the  succeeding  lecturer,  one;-*  to  prevent,  remove,  or  assuage  the 

which,  forming  more  strictly  than  the  pre-  other. 

sent  a  part  of  the  series,  will  also  be  more  What   then    do  these   contrasted   terms 

strictly  didactic  in  their  character.  denote  ? 
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Healtih  we  regard  aa  a  standard  condition  cannot ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  simplicity,  I 

of  the  living  body.     But  it  is  not  easy  to  shall  call  all   deviations  from  the  healthy 

express  that  condition  in  a  small  number  of  standard,  whether  of  function  or  of  struc- 

words ;   nor  is  it  necessary.     My  object  is  ture,  by  the  generic  term  disease ;  and  to 

to  be  intelligible  rather  than  scholastic  :  and  avoid  tiie  perpetual   and   tiresome  recur- 

I  should  probably  puzzle  myself  as  well  as  rence  of  the  same  word,  I  shall  not  scruple 

you  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  lay  down  a  strict  to  employ  the  several  terms  disorder,  com- 

and  scientific  definition  of  the  term  health,  plaint,  malady,  distemper,  illness,  as  synony- 

It  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose  to  say  that  it  mous  with  the  term  disease, 
implies  freedom  from   pain  and  sickness  ;        Ths  number  of  these  deviations  from  the 

freedom  also  from  all  those  changes  in  the  standard  of  health,   (in  other  words,   the 

structure  of  the  body  that  endanger  Ufe,  or  whole,  number  of  disetuea),^  if  we  include  all 

impede  the  easy  and  effective  exercise  of  the  their  differences  in  kind  and  in  degree,  i» 

vital  functions.  truly  infinite  ;  and  the  first  thing  requisite 

It  is  plain  that  health  does  not  signify  towards  investigating  the  laws  that  govern 

any  fixed  immutable  condition  of  the  body,  their  phenomena,  is,  that  we  should  break 

The  standard  of  health  Taries,  in  different  them  into  groups,  and  dispose  them  aooord- ' 

persons,   according  to  age,   and  sex,   and  ing  to  some  principle  of  order, 
original  constitution  ;  and  in  the  same  per-        Now  there  are  various  methods  in  which 

son,  even  from  week  to  wedc,  or  from  day  this  first    broad   classification  of   diseases 

to  day,  it  may  shift  and  vary  within  certain  might  be  framed, 
limits.                                ^  The  moat  cursory  examination   of  the 

Health,  again,  does  not  necessarily  imply  animal  economy  sufi&cea  to  shew  that  it  is 

the  perfect  integrity  of  all  the  bodily  organs,  made  up,  not  merely  of  separate  parts,  but 

and  is  not  incompatible  with  great  and  per-  of  several  distinct  systems.    There  is  one 

manent  alterations,  and  even  loss  of  ports  set  of  oi^ans  for  the  mechanical  circulation 

that  are  not  vital :  as  of  an  arm,  a  leg,  or  of  the  blood ;  there  is  an  apparatus  expressly 

an  eye.  designed  for  exposing  the  blood  repeatedly 

If  we  can  form  and  fix  in  our  minds  a  to  the  air ;    a  system  for  regulating  the 

clear  conception  of  the  state  of  health,  we  movements  and  die  feelings  of  the  body ; 

shall  have  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  another  system  for  receiving,  preparing,  and 

what  is  meant  by  ^sease,  which  consists  in  a]^ropriating  its  nourishment ;  another  for 

some  deviation  from  that  state ;  some  mode  the  elaboration  of  matters  that  are  useful  or 

of  action,  or  of  being,  or  of  feeling,  different  essential  to  its  functions ;   another  system 

from  those  which  are  proper  to  health.  for  carrying  off  its  impurities,  and  for  re- 

I  use  the  word  ditettae  generically.    Va-  moving  its  superfluous  or  effete  materials ; 

rious  terms  in  our  language  bear  nearly  the  another  for  the  continuance  of  the  species, 
same  meaning ;  and  endeavours  have  been        Now  each  of  these  systems  is  liable  to 

made  to  appropriate  some  of  these  more  changes  of  structure  and  interruptions  of 

distinctively.    Thus  the  word  disorder  has  function,  peculiar  to  itself;  and  these  pecu- 

sometimes  been  applied  to  simple  derange-  liarities  must  be  taken  into  account,  whatever 

ments  of  function,  where  no  alteration  of  may  be  the  order  adopted  in  treating  of  dis- 

structnre  is  seen,  or  can  reasonably  be  in-  eases  in  detail.     But  I  shall  not  divide  the 

ferred  to  exist ;  while  the  term  dUease  has  subject,  as  some  have  done,  into  diseases  of 

been  restricted  to  maladies  that  run  a  definite  the  circulating  system — diseases  of  the  respi- 

course,   or  to  such  as  are  attended  with  ratory    system— diseases    of    the    nervous 

appreciable  change  of  texture.     I  see  no  system —and  so  on ;   for  this,  among  oth» 

great  utility,  but,  on  the  contrary,   some  reasons,  that  there  are  many  forms  of  dis- 

risk  of  conftision,  in  tying  ourselves  rigidly  order  that  affect  all  these  systems  in  common, 

down  to  such  distinctions.       Indeed,  we  or  simultaneously,   and  comparatively  few 

cannot  always  make  them.    During  life  it  tiiat  are  strictly  confined  to  any  one  of 

is  often  no  easy  thing  to  determine  whether  them. 

the  parts,  of^  which  the  functions  aredis-        Neither,  in  the  lectures  which  1  am  about 

turbed,  preserve  theur  integrity  of  structure  to  •  commeooe,    shall    I    classify    diseases 

or  not :  and  even  when  the  peccant  organ  is  according  to  the  several  twueg  of  which  the 

placed  befbre  our  eyes  after  death,  and  the  animal  frame  is  composed.     In  speaking  of 

most  careful  sonitiny  fails  to  discover  in  it  diseases  in  general,  it  wiU,  indeed,  be  both 

any  fanltiness  of  texture,  there  may  still  be  proper  and  neeeesary  to  explain  in  what 

ground  for  suspecting  that  some  material  manner  the  same  morbid  process  may  be 

change,    too  subtle  for  detection  by  our  modified  by  the  nature  of  the  special  tissue 

senses,  may  have  been  wrought  in  its  finer  affected.    But  the  entire  body  is  more  or 

and  more  delicate  organization.     I  shall  less  penetrated  and  pervaded  by  several  of 

take  care  to  point  out  to  you,  as  we  go  these  tissues  togetKer,  so  that  no  usefbl  or 

along,  the  cases  in  which  we  can  trace  lucid   arrangement   of    diseases  could  be 

organic  change,  and  the  cases  in  which  we  founded  on  this  basis. 
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Nor  Bhall  I  attempt  to  constrnct  a  nosolo-  the  eauset  of  disease,  both  with  a  view  to 
gtcal  system  by  gronping  together  certain  its  cnre,  and  to  what  is  much  better,  its 
sets  of  symptoms,  and  calling  each  set,  in  prevention.  We  shall  also  find  it  very  use- 
its  collective  form,  a  disease.  fill  to  institute  a  short  enquiry  into  the 
To  say  the  truth,  I  shall  consider  conve-  different  ways  in  whiqh  death  may  take 
bience  and  usefulness,  in  framing  my  plan,  place— the  different  processes  of  dying. 
rather  than  an  appearance  of  scientific  There  is  one  morbid  condition  or  process, 
precbion ;  and  if  I  make  one  principle  of  to  which  all  parts  of  the  body  are  liable, 
arrangement  more  prominent  than  another,  and  which  contributes  so  largely  and  so 
it  will  be' that  which  relates  to  the  anatomy  frequently  to  ^Iterations  both  of  texture  and 
of  regions  —the  place  and  situation  of  organs,  function,  that  it  claims  our  especial  attention 
At  the  same  time  I  shall  not  omit  to  borrow  when  discus»ng  the  more  general  facts  and 
in  part  from  some  of  those  other  plans  to  doctrines  of  pathology ;  I  allude  to  that 
which  I  have  just  been  referring.  change,  or  series  of  changes,  which  we  com- 

Before,  however,  we  treat  of  the  nature  of  prebend  under  the  term  inflammation. 
particular  diseases,  it  will  be  requisite  to         It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  in  the  pre- 

give  some  general  account  of  the  different  liminary  part  of  the  course,  to  give  a  general 

ways  in  which  the  various  parts  of  the  body  account  of  inflammation  ;  and  this  account 

are  liable  to  be  altered  in  structure,  or  dis-  must  chiefly   be  drawn  from   those  of  its 

ordered  in  function ;    and  before  we  speak  phenomena  which  are  most  familiar  to  us — 

of  the  signs  of  particular  diseases,  it  will  be  which  we  can  see  and  handle ;  those  which  we 

proper  to  take  a  general  view  of  symptoms,  witness  when  disorder  is  seated  in  or  near  the 

and  of  their  ascertained  relations  with  the  surface,  in  the  skin,  in  some  of  the  mucous 

several    forms    of   altered    structure  ;    for  membranes,    or   in   the  subjacent  cellular 

doubtless  you  are  aware  that,  although  dis-  tissue.     Then  we  shall  pursue  the  examina- 

cases  are  not  constituted  by  symptoms,  they  tion  of  its  peculiar  phenomena  as  they  are 

are,  in  the  living  body,  disclosed  by  symp-  presented  in  the  other  tissues  of  the  body — 

toms.     Sometimes  the  symptoms' are  out-  the  mucous,  serous,  fibrous,  parenchymatous, 

ward  signals  which  alone  reach  our  senses,  muscular,  and  nervous  tissues  ;  and  here  the 

and  through  which  internal  changes  declare  general  principles  of  treatment   ap])licable 

themselves,  and  we  then  have  to  decipher  to  inflammation  may  be  laid  down,  with  the 

and  interpret  those  signals..   Sometimes  we  modifications    required    according    to    the 

see  the  moi^id  changes  themselves,  on  the  tissues  interested. 

surface  of  the  body,  or  in  parts  within  our        In  this  part  of  the  course  may  also  be 

view.     Some  internal  changes  we  can  ap-  conveniently  discussed  the  modifications  of 

predate  as  surely  by  the  touch,  or  by  the  inflammation,  and    of    morbid  conditions 

sense  of  hearing  ;   and  of  some  we  infer  the  generally,  by  the  influence  of  certain  dia- 

existence  from  alterations  in  the  chemical  theses^  or  peculiar  dispositions  of  the  body, 

or  in  the  sensible  qualities  of  the  natural  Some  constitutional  morbific  tendencies  we 

excretions.  shall  find  to  be  innate  or  hereditary ;-— such 

After  death  diseases  are  often  to  be  traced,  are  the  scrofulous  and  the  cancerous  dispo- 

by  visible  changes  of  structure  in  the  internal  sitions :  othere,  again,  are  plainly  acquired, 

parts   of  the  body.       Tliese  changes  are  as  that  in  which  the  whole  system  is  tainted 

extremely  interesting,  as  illustrative  of  mor-  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  by  the  vene- 

bid  processes :  they  throw  light  upon  what  real  poison. 

is  past ;  they  afford  some  guidance  for  the  .  Hasnutrrhages^  also,  and  serous  accumula- 
time  to  come.  But,  for  obvious  reasons,  tions,  or  dropsies,  as  they  are  liable  to 
those  signs  which  reveal  diseases  during  life  occur  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  require  to  be 
are,  practically,  of  chief  moment.  In  truth,  treated  of  generally,  before  they  pass  under 
the  great  object  of  our  art  is  to  prevent  the  our  notice  in  the  list  of  particular  maladies, 
disclosure  of  the  others.  The  instruction  There  arc  certain  facts  and  reasonings  corn- 
afforded  by  the  dead  body  comes  too  late  to  mon  to  all  inflammations,  to  all  haemorrhages, 
be  of  use  in  that  particular  case.  to  all  dropsies.  By  combining  these  "  gene- 
I  have  already  intimated  that  the  morbid  nlities"  into  one  comprehensive  statement, 
conditions  from  which  the  symptoms  flow,  we  help  the  memory,  avoid  needless  repeti- 
ara  not  always  to  be  detected,  either  before  tions,  and  find  room  for  the  exposition  of 
or  after  dissolution.     Neither,  vrhen  they  principles. 

are  detected,  is  their  connexion  with  the        Diseases  themselves,   in    the  mass,   are 
symptoms  always  evident.  sometimes  distinguished  according  as  they 

Besides  inquiring  into  the  modes  in  which  are  local,  or  general. 
the  various  organs  and  textures  of  the  body  Taking  these  epithets  in  their  popular 
may  be  spMitd,  and  into  the  signals  or  sense,  we  should  say  that  local  diseases  arA 
symptoms  by  which  the  presence  of  disease  those  which  occupy  a  definite  portion  only 
may  be  ascertained,  it  will  be  expedient  to  of  the  body;  general  diseases  those  whicl^ 
premise  something,  in  a  general  manner,  of    pervade  the  arhole  body. 
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But  let  us  endeavour    to   obtain  dear  all  parts  capable  of  receiving  and  retaining 

notions  upon  these  points.  seroos  effasions  :  i.  e,  besides  filling  the  large 

Certainly  there  are  many  diseases  which  serous  cavities,  the  effused  fluid  may  occupy 

occupying  a  definite  portion  only  of  the  the  universal  cellular  tissue.     But  even  this 

body,  leave  all  the  remaining  parts,  and  the  apparently  general  dropsy  will  be  found,  upon 

system  at  large,  healthy  both  in  texture  and  careful  investigation,   to  resolve  itself,    in 

in  ftmction.     Such  mseases  we  have  no  most  cases  at  least,  into  local  disease  within 

hesitation  in  calling  local.  the  thorax,  or  the  abdomen. 

Again,  there  are  many  other  ^seases  which  The  diseases  which,  in  the  sense  now  ex- 
occupying  a  definite  portion  only  of  the  plained,  may  be  called  general,  I  shall 
body,  yet  occasion  a  manifest  and  serious  arrange  among  the  diseases  of  those  parts  of 
disturbance  in  the  functions  of  various  other  the  system  from  which  they  have  been  ascer* 
parts,  and  (it  may  perhaps  be  said)  of  the  tained,  or  may  be  presumed,  to  flow, 
whole  system.  Inflammation  of  a  small  The  first  part  then  of  the  course  will  em- 
portion  of  the  frame  may  give  rise  to  much  brace  an  outline  of  general  pathology,  with 
secondary  or  symptomatic  fever ;  but  here  an  especial  reference  to  those  morbid  condi- 
also  we  properly  speak  of  the  disease  as  tions  which  fall  to  the  care  of  the  physician, 
being  local ;  the  secondary  general  disorder  In  its  relations  to  surgery,  and  to  midwifery, 
results  firom  the  local  and  primary,  follows  pathology  will  be  more  particularly  taught 
it  in  point  of  time,  and  subsides  upon  its  by  the  respective  professors  of  those  distinct 
cessation.  though  kindred   departments  of  medicine. 

But  there  are  still  other  forms  of  disease  Do  not  however  imagine  that  I  take  no  inte- 

which  shew  themselves,  not  Uke  inflammation  rest  in  these ;  or  that  there  can  be  any  thing 

now  in  this  and  now  in  that  part,  but  in  many  different  in  the  principles  upon  which  the 

or  most  parts  of  the  body  at  the  same  time,  several  branches  of  pathological  knowledge 

1  will  take  the  complaint    called   purpura,  are  founded.    The  truth  is,  that  you  cannot^ 

eharacterized  by  the  universal  appearance  of  if  you  would,  separate  the  one  from  the 

purple  spots,  as  an  example  of  what  I  mean,  other.     You  can  neither  understand  what 

It  is  in  truth  a  heemorrhage  affecting  many  may  be  called   medical,   without  learning 

or  all  the  tissues  of  the  body  simultaneously,  much  which  as  strictly  belongs  to  surgical 

For  this  reason  it  is  commonly  regarded  as  a  pathology ;  nor  can  you  be  ignorant  of  either 

general  disease.  without  being  in  many  important  respects 

But  if  we  look  somewhat  closer  into  the  deficient  also  id  the  other.     But  the  open 

matter,  we  shall,  I  think,  perceive  that  most,  field  of  pathology  is  of  wide  extent,  and 

if  not  all,  those  which  have  been  thus  reputed  though  we    may,    and    must,   survey  the 

general,  are,  in  fact,  reducible  to  the  class  whole,  its  artificial  divisions,  its  enclosures 

of  local  diseases.     The  fluids  are  as  much  and  allotments,  wUl  be  cultivated  best,  and 

parts  of  the  body  as  the  solids ;  and  if  it  be  most  improved,  by  a  division  of  labour, 
true,  as  I  believe  it  is,  that  the  essential  and         Afterwards,  separate  diseases  are  to  be 

primary  change  in  purpura  is  a  change  in  described  and  considered :  all  such,  at  least, 

the  blood,  its  characteristic  phenomena  vrill  as  admit  of  being  individualized,  or  presented 

be  apt  to  present  themselves  wherever  there  under  a  definite  shape.  And  here,  I  repeat,  I 

is  blood  circulating  —that  is,  throughout  the  shall  chiefly  pursue  an  anatomicEd  order,  as 

whole  system.     The  disease  is  local  inas-  being  comprehensive,  and  inartificial,  and  as 

much  as  its  seat  is  in  that  particular  fluid,  tending  to  facilitate  diagnosis.    The  diseases 

the  blood :  it  appears  to  be  general,  because  of  parts  which  lie  near  each  other  are  the 

the  morbid  blood  is  every  where  present.  most  liable  to  be  confounded. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  a  large         I  shall  begin  therefore  with  the  diseases 

class  of  febrile  contagious  diseases ;  to  th&t  of  the  parts  Uiat  appertain  to  the  head  and 

state  of  the  general  system  which  is  some-  spinal  cord ;  and  then  proceed  in  succession 

times     called     anemia ;     also    to    certain  to  those  of  the  parts  belonging  to  the  neck, 

spasmodic  affections,  where  the  seat  of  the  the  thorax,  and  the  abdomen ;  to  those  of 

actual    disease   is  in    the  whole    nervous  the  joints,  the  muscles,  and  the  skin.    I 

system.  shall  not  hesitate  however  to  deviate  from 

What  are  called  general  diseases,  there-  this  order  whenever,  by  doing  so,   I  can 

fore,  are  those  in  which  the  whole  of  some  promote  your  convenience  or  advantage, 
one  system  that  pervades  the  entire  body        With  that  portion  of  the  course  which 

happens  to  be  similarly  deranged.    Whether  relates  to  particular  diseases,  I  shall  also 

diseases  can  ever  be   truly  called  general  interweave  certain   pathological  considera- 

in  any  more  strict  or  absolute  sense  than  tions,  applicable  not  so  much  to  the  whole 

this,  is  much  to  be  doubted.  body  as   to   the  several  great  systems  of 

I  have  mentioned  dropsy  as  a  malady  which  it  is  made  up.     Thus,  when  I  come 

which,   like  hsmorrhage  or  inflammation,  to  the  brain,  I  shall  speak  of  the  functions 

may  occur  in  various  parts  of  the  body  peculiar  to  the  nervous  system, , and  of  the 

separately.     It  may  also  extend  at  once  to  obstructions  and  disturbances  to  which  those 
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fanctfons  are  obnoxious ;  by  way  of  prelbce  topics  to  be  embraced  in  the  ensuing  series 

to  a  detailed  examination  of  the  various  of  lectures,  and  of  the  order  in  which  I  hope 

aflections  of  ^e  several  parts  of  that  system,  to  pursue  those  topics,  it  seems  proper  that 

Before  discussing  the  diseases  of  the  chest,  I  should  now  say  a  few  words  in  explanation 

I  shall  bring  before  you,  in  a  general  view,  of  the  scope  aAd  objects  of  the  coarse.    The 

the  manner  in  which  the  great  functions  of  prospectus  informs  you  that  it  will  compre- 

retpiration  and  of  circulation  are  liable  to  hend  the  Principles  and  Practice  qf  Physic, 

be  impeded,  or  otherwise  disordered.    As  What  is  the  true  import  and  promise  of  ^ose 

preparatory  to   the    consideration    of   the  words? 

diseases  of  the  abdomen,  I  shall  treat,  in  By  the  principles  of  medicine  are  meant 

the  same  way,  of  the  functions  of  nutrition ;  those  general  truths  and  general  doctrines 

and  of  wastCf  which  implies  an  Interruption  which  have  been  ascertained  and  established, 

of  those  functions.  slowly  indeed,  and  irregularly,  but  still  with 

Still  there  would  remain  certain  diseafes,  considerable    precision,   by   the    continued 

which  would  not  necessarily  find  a  place  in  observation  of  attentive  minds  throughout 

this  arrangement,  inasmuch  as  their  seat  is  the  entire  progress  of  medicine  as  a  science, 

uncertain,  or  only  guessed  at.    Ague  is  one  These  principles  I  profess  to  teach  you.  The 

of  these.    Cholera  perhaps  another.     It  is  practice  of  medicine,  or  the  particular  appli- 

quite  unimportant  whereabouts  in  the  course  cation  of  those  general  facts  and  doctrines, 

such  maladies  are  considered.     I   feel  no  I  shall  describe  to  you ;  but  I  cannot  profess 

concern  about  any  imputations  of  imper-  to  teach  it  in  this  room :  nor  can  you  learn 

feet    or  clumsy   arrangement   with  which  it,  except  in  a  very  imperfect  sense,  from 

the  plan   that   I  propose   to    adopt  may  my  description  of  it.     It  is  the  science  that 

appear  chargeable.     I   had  rather  not  be  I  shall  here  endeavour  to  unfold.     Skill  and 

cramped  and  hampered  by  attempting  what  facility  in  turning   that  science  to  useful 

abler  heads  than  mine  have  failed  to  achieve,  purposes  I  am  unable  to  impart.     These  are 

and  what,  in  truth,  I  believe  to  be  im-  qualities  that  do  not  admit  of  being  commu- 

possible,  a  complete  and  methodical  system  nicated  from  one  mind  to  another.    The 

of  nosology.     My  object  will  be  to  fiirnish  practice  of  physic,  like  every  other  practical 

as  much  instruction  and  information  as  I  art,  is  to  be  learned  by  its  repeated  exercise ; 

can,  in  the  way  that  seems  most  likely  to  be  by  habit ;  by  carrying  its  various  acts  into 

practically  usdul  to  you.  direct  effect  again  and  again ;    or,  if  they 

Ague  I  shall  venture  to  include  among  happen  to  require  no  manual  dexterity,  by 

the  disorders  of  the  nervous  system  ;  and  looking  on,  and  seeing  them  done  again  and 

with  it,  the  important  subject  of  malaria  will  again.    There    is    tUs    capital    difference, 

necessarily  engage  much  of  our  attention.  however,  between  the  art  of  healing  and  some 

The  great  questions  of  infection  and  con-  other  arts :  that  the  blunders  of  early  at- 

tagion  I  shall  consider  in  connexion  with  tempts  may  be  both  grievous  and  irreme- 

continued  fever,  which  I  rank  among  that  diable — ^may  chance  to  spoil  the  goodly  and 

remarkable  class  of  diseases,  the  contagious  precious  machine  they  are  intended  to  repair, 

exanthemata  of  Cullen.  There  is  this  also  peculiar  to  our  art — that 

Of  sympathetic  and  of  hectic  fever,  I  must  it  proceeds  upon  observations  made  at  the 

speak  when  upon  the  subject  of  inflammation,  very  time  when  its  exercise  is  wanted;  and 

This,  then,  is  a  sketch  of  the  method  I  that  it  requires  skill  in  observing  as  well  as 

propose  to  follow.    In  the  earlier  lectures,  skill   in    acting.     You    will    find,    what, 

with  the  general  pathology,  I  shall  endeavour  perhaps,  previously  to  positive  trial,   yon 

to  lay  down  principles.    To  these  principles  might  not  suspect,  that  the  senses --the  eye, 

I  shaU  continually  refer,  as  occasions  offer,  the  ear,  the  touch — however  sharp  or  deli- 

both    in    those    prefatory    remarks    with  cate  they  may  naturally  be,  require  a  special 

which  I  purpose  to  introduce  the  diseases  system    of   training  and  education  before 

belonging  to  the  several  great  systems  that  their  evidence  can  be  trusted  in  the  investi- 

contribute  to  form  the  body ;  and  also  in  gation  of  disease.     I  do  not  know  that  these 

what  I  shall  subsequently  have  to  say  con-  views  are  capable  of  being  rendered  plainer 

ceming  those  diseases  themselves  in  detail,  by  illustration ;  for  you  must  have  observed 

In  this  way  I  hope  to  combine  the  advantage  a  similar  distinction  between  the  science  and 

of  repetition,  which  was  the  peculiar  advan-  the  art  in  various  other  branches  of  human 

tage  of  two  short  courses  in  a  season,  with  knowledge.    The  principles  of  navigation 

that  of  greater  completeness,  which  forms  may  be    thoroughly    comprehended    by  h 

the  recommendation  of  a  single  extended  person  who  scarcely  knows  a  sail  fh>m  a 

course.    The  same  great  advantage  of  repe-  rope,  and  who  woidd  not  be  trusted,  nay 

tition^or  I  should  rather  say  of  recapitula.  who  would   not    trust    himself,    with  the 

tion—will  be  farther  aimed  at  in  the  stated  management  of  the  simplest  boat.    A  man 

examinations  of  the  doss.  may  master  the  beautiful  science   of   as- 
tronomy —may  acquire  the  power  of  working 

Such  being  a  summary  account  of  the  with  ease  its  sublimest  and  most  abstruse 
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problems  —  and  yet  remain    in   complete  vellously  ignoranti  and  the  fctenee  of  medi-- 

ignorance  of  the  method  of  adjusting  or  cine  would  stand  atill,  or  cease  to  be.     "If 

using  a  telescope,  and  unable  to  ascertain  no  use  be  made  (says  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson) 

for  himself  the  position  or  movements  of  a  of  the  labours  of  past  ages,  the  world  must 

single  star.     But  place  such  a  person  night  remain  always  in  the  infancy  of  knowledge.*' 

after  night  in  an  observatory — let  him  notice  In  truth,  a  person  who,  without  any  previous 

and  imitate  the  proceedings  of  some  one  information  concerning  diseases,  i^ould  be- 

already  skilled  in  examining  the  phenomena  take  himself  to  the  wards  of  a  hospital  with 

of  the  heavens — and  he  will  soon  acquire  the  the  design    of  impartially  and   resolutely 

requisite  tact  and  facility  himself.     Just  so  investigating  their  phenomena,  such  a  per- 

it  is  with  that  branch  of  knowledge  with  son,  however  clear  and  strong  his  intellect 

which  we  are  concerned.     It  is  in  the  wards  might  be,  would  find  himself,  for  a  long 

of  a  hospital^  or  in  the  domestic  chamber —  time,  more  puzzled  than  instructed  by  what 

it  is  among  the  sick  and  the  dying  —  and  he  saw  around  him.   He  would  be  perplexed 

there  alone — that  you  can  either  thoroughly  by  the  shifting  and  seemingly  contradictory 

or  safely  learn  to  practise  physic.  characters  presented  by  the  same  malady  in 

In  what,  then,  you  may  fairly  ask,  consists  di£ferent  patients ;   or  in  the  same  patient  at 

the  value  or  the  use  of  lectures  on  tbe  prac-  different  times ;    and  not  less  so  by  the 

tice  of  physic,  if  the  practice  of  physic  can-  outward  resemblance  of  disorders  essentiaUy 

not  be  taught  by  lectures  ?  unlike.     He  could  not  but  be  oonAxsed  l^ 

The  main  object  of  systematic  lectures,  the  multitude  of  symptoms  tibat  crowded 
explanatory  of  the  principles,  and  descriptive  upon  his  attention  on  every  side ;  and  at  a 
of  the  practice  of  medicine,  is  to  prepare  the  loss  to  distinguish  important  facts  from 
hearer  for  observing  to  the  best  advantage  those  which  were  trivial,  or  ttsdeas,  for  the 
the  actual  phenomena  of  diseaise,  and  the  chief  ends  of  his  pursuit, 
power  of  remedies  over  it.  They  are  in-  The  business,  therefore,  of  a  lecturer 
tended  to  fit  him  for  seeing  with  intelligence  upon  the  Principles  and  Practice  qf  Medi» 
— to  enable  him  to  read,  and  understand,  cin«,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  worded,  the 
and  interpret,  the  book  of  nature  when  it  is  Nature  and  Treatment  of  JH*ea9e8,ia  first  to 
laid  open  before  him — in  short,  to  qualify  fix  upon  some  order  in  which  to  treat  of  the 
him  for  clinical  study.  One  man  shall  various  subjects  comprised  in  his  course, 
travel  into  a  foreign  land,  knowing  nothing  The  simpler  and  less  artificial  his  arrange- 
beforehand  of  its  scenery  or  its  climate,  of  ment,  the  better.  The  chief  use  of  tiiis 
its  natural  productions,  its  manufactures,  or  classification  is  to  facilitate  the  recollection 
its  works  of  art,  and  ignorant  alike  of  the  of  ^  particular  facts ;  and  I  have  already  told 
manners,  customs,  history,  laws,  and  Ian-  you  that  if  I  can  distribute  the  multifikrioua 
guage  of  its  inhabitants  *,  another  shall  visit  forms  of  disease  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
them  after  having  furnished  his  mind  with  they  shall  appear  plain  to  your  undoirtand- 
information  on  these  subjects  by  reading,  ing,  and  take  a  secure  hold  upon  your 
and  by  conversing  with  men  who  have  memory,  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  or 
already  passed  over  the  same  ground.  Sup-  you  with  a  vain  seareh  after  that  phan- 
posing  the  visit  to  be  limited  in  each  case  to  tom— a  perfect  methodical  nosology.  "  In 
a  certain,  but  not  long  period  of  time,  and  all  such  classifications,"  writes  Lord 
I  need  not  ask  your  opinion  as  to  which  of  Brougham,  **  we  should  be  guided  by  views 
these  travellers  will  reap  the  greatest  crop  of  convenience  rather  than  by  any  desire  to 
of  enjoyment  and  of  profitable  knowledge  attain  perfect  symmetry  ;  and  that  arrange- 
from  his  journey.  Not  less  striking  is  the  ment  may  be  best  suited  to  a  particidar 
difference,  in,  point  of  instruction  and  of  in-  purpose  which  plants  the  same  things  in  one 
terest,  perceived  by  different  students,  upon  order,  and  separates  them  and  unites  them 
their  first  admission  to  the  bedsides  of  the  in  one  way,  when  an  arrangement  whidi 
sick,  according  as  they  have  been  well  or  should  dispose  those  things  dtfferefitly  might 
ill  prepared  for  the  multiform  spectacle  of  be  preferable,  if  we  had  another  purpose  to 
bodily  suffering    then   disclosed  to   them,  serve." 

There  are  persons,  indeed,  who  seriously,  Having  settled  this  framework  of  his  dis- 
and  I  make  no  doubt  in  perfect  good  faith,  courses,  the  next  aim  of  the  lecturer  must  be 
warn  the  student  against  bringing  to  the  to  collect  and  arrange  from  the  voluminous 
contemplation  of  disease  any  preconceived  and  bewildering  records  of  medicine,  and 
opinions ;  who  tell  him  that  he  must  come  from  the  necessarily  more  slender  stores  of 
with  a  free  and  unprejudiced  mind,  and  see,  his  personal  experience,  whatever  it  may 
and  note,  and  judge  of  all  things  for  him-  seem  of  consequence  that  his  hearers  should 
self.  I  also  would  have  him  exercise,  and  know  concerning  each  distinct  form  of 
ultimately  abide  by,  his  own  judgment ;  but  disease  as  it  comes  before  them  for  oon- 
surdy  if  every  man  were  to  depend  upon  his  sideration  :  to  state  all  the  facts  which 
own  unassisted  observation  for  his  know-  are  well  ascertained^  and  which  tend  to  ex- 
ledge  of  disease,  every  man  would  be  mar-  plain  its  symptoms,  to  elucidate  its  origin, 


INTRODUCTORY  L£CTURE.  1 

to  idantily  its  nAtaro,  to  direct  its  treatment,  be  engaged  in  a  Terj  serious  undertaking. 

to  accomplish  its   prevention :  to  sift  the  Doctrines  and  maxims,  good  or  bad,   flow 

true  facts  from  the  false,  the  important  from  abroad  from  a  public  teacher  as  from  a 

the  trivial,  the  essential  from  the  accidental :  fountain,  and  his  lessons  may  become  the 

to  analyze  the  relations  of  these  facts,  and  indirect  source  of  incalculable  evil  and  suf- 

ascending  from  particulars  to  generals,  to  fering  to  hundreds  who  have  never  even 

point  out  those  great  principles  and  precepts  heard  his  name.       These    reflections  have 

which  constitute  the  keys,  both  to  the  know-  impressed  upon  my  mind  an  almost  painful 

ledge  and  to  the  management  of  all  diseases  sense  of  the  obligation  imposed  on  me,  by 

of  the  same  kind.     It  may  even  sometimes  my  present  ofiice,  of  closely  sifting  the  facts, 

be  his  duty  to  notice  and   discuss    mere  and  of  carefully  examining  the  principles  to 

theoretical  opinions  ;   to  express  his  own  be  derived  from  those  ^ts,  which  I  propose 

sentiments  upon   disputed  and  undecided  to  employ  for  your  instruction  and  guidance, 

questions ;    and  to  admonish  his  audience  But  amid  all  the  responsibilities,  gentle- 

against  the  danger  of  being  led  away  by  in-  men,  both  of  teacher  and  of  learner,  the 

genious  refinements,  by  the  speciousness  of  profession  which  you  and  I  have  chosen,  or 

novelty,  or  the  boldness  of  speculation,  from  which  circumstances  have  prescribed  to  us, 

the  more  secure  and  settled  results  of  careful  is  one  with  which  we  may  be  well  satufied. 

observation  improved  by  patient  thought.  It  has  its  own  peculiar  privileges  and  advan- 

These  duties  of  a  lecturer  on  medicine  tages,  and  if  rightly  pursued  may  prove  to 

are  metaphorically,  but  aptly,  expressed  in  each  of  us  a  lasting  source  of  mental  and 

the  following  passage  from  Lord  Bacon : —  moral  profit.     I  have  already  reminded  you 

•<  Formica  ooUigit,  et  utitur,  ut  faciunt  how  it  brings  under  our  minute  and  daily 

empiric! ;  aranea  ex  se  fila  educit,  neque  a  notice  that    most  remarkable    portion  of 

particularibus   materiam  petit,  ita  faciunt  matter  which  is  destined  for  a  season  to  be 

medici  speculadvi  ac  mere  sophistici ;  apis  de-  the   tabernacle   of    the  human  spirit,  and 

niquecseteris  se  melius  gerit.   Hsec  indigesta  which,  apart  from  that  singularly  interesting 

e  floribus  mella  coUigit,  deinde  in  viscerum  thought,   is  replete  in  itself  with  the  ma- 

cellulis   concocta   maturat,   iisdem   tamdiu  terials  of  wonder  and  admiration.       Our 

insudat,   donee  ad  integram    perfectionem  daily  voc^on  tends  also,  by  the  constant 

perduxerit."  exhibition  of  human  pain  and  weakness,  to 

I  may  venture  to  paraphrase  it  thus : —  awaken  the  best  emotions  of  our  nature,  to 

The  lecturer  must  not  be  the  ant,  collect-  foster  the  benevolent  affections,  and  to  pro- 

ing  all    things    indiscriminately    from    all  mote  the  charities  of  social  life.     It  affords 

quarters,  and  using  them  as  provender  for  us  continual  opportunities  (and  woe  to  him 

his  discourses ;  who  shall  wantonly  or  selfishly  neglect  or 

Nor  the  spider,    seeking    no    materials  abuse  them)   of  shewing  kin&ess  to  our 

abroad,  bnt  spinning  his  web  of  speculative  afllicted  fellow  creatures,  of  manifesting  love 

doctrine  from  within  himself ;  towards  our  neighbour.     It  is  free,  more- 

But  rather  the  bee,  extracting  crude  honey  over,  or  it  may  and  should  be  free,  from  party 

from  various  flowers,  storing  it  up  in  the  turmoil  and  sectarian  jealousy.     P^n  and 

recesses  of  his  brain,  and  subjecting  it  to  the  danger  are  the  only  passports  necessary  to 

operation  of  his  internal  faculties,  until  it  is  its   good   offices.      It  regards  no  political 

fit  to  be  produced,  digested,  and  ready  for  differences ;  and  the  poor  no  less  than  the 

use.  rich  ore  embraced  in  its  ministrations.     Hal- 
lowed, as  it  ought  to  be,  by  religious  motives. 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  main  objects  and  by  the  sense  of  duties  fulfilled,  it  offers 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  keep  steadily  in  its  peculiar  benefits  and  blessings  without  stint 
view  during  the  series  of  lectures  I  am  about  or  scrapie,  to  men  of  every  religion,  and  to 
to  commence :  and  I  should  ill  deserve  the  men  of  no  religion  at  all.  It  conveys  to 
chair  I  have  the  honour  to  occupy,  if  I  did  ourselves  the  most  salutary  lessons ;  teach- 
not  feel  the  great  responsibility  under  which  I  ing  us  in  how  many  instances,  forming  a 
speak  to  you.  The  subjects  with  which  we  large  majority  indeed  of  the  whole,  bocUly 
luive  to  deal  are  not  matters  of  mere  specu-  pain  and  anguish  proceed  directly  or  re- 
■  lative  curioflity  or  intellectual  amusement —  motely  from  evil  courses ;  the  sins  of  our 
to  be  taken  up  to-day  and  dismissed  with  fathers,  our  own  unbridled  passions,  the  ma- 
unconcern  to-morrow— but  they  relate  to  levolent  spirit  of  others.  It  shews  us  too 
questions  of  life  and  death.  The  opinions  the  uses  of  such  sufferings,  which  are  mer- 
you  are  now  to  form  or  to  embrace,  are  for  cifitlly  designed  to  rec&l  men  fit>m  the 
the  most  part  the  opinions  upon  which  in  strong  allurements  of  vice,  and  the  slumber 
after  life  you  will  confidently  and  constantly  of  temporal  prosperity ;  teaching  that  it 
be  aoting.  The  comfort  or  the  misery  of  is  good  for  us  to  be  sometimes  afflicted.  It 
many  fiunilies  may  probably  hang  upon  the  is  fUll  at  the  same  time  of  the  most  solemn 
notions  that  each  of  you  will  carry  from  this  warnings,  and  speaking  to  us  day  by  day  of 
place.     Therefore  it  is  that  I  feel  mysdf  to  death,  it  reminds  us  that  our  time  also  is  short 
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»nd  unoertahi,  and  but  scantily  proportioned  portion,  that  any  considerable  change  either 

to  our  moral  wants  and  intellectual  aspira-  m  the  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  uriiie^ 

tions.       Followed    up    in    the    true    and  if  it  subsists  for  some  time,  must  obviously 

Christian  spirit  of  gratitude  towards  God,  exert  a  great  influence  on  the  physical  state 

and  love  towards  man,  this   noble  profes-  of  the  body,  and  on  the  health  of  the  indi- 

sion  is  second  only  in  usefulness  and  dignity  vidual  affected.      If  the  quantity  alone  ia 

to  that  of  the  servants  of  the  church,  and  materially  diminished,  some  marked  effSectd 

like  it,  when  faithfully  administered,  it  will  must  soon  follow.    When  the  diminution  ia 

assuredly  become  its  own  abundant  reward,  gradual,  the  overloaded  vessels  relieve  them- 
selves for  a  time  by  pouring  out  a  part  of 

'        '  their  contents  into  the  great  cavities,  and 

X  into  the  cellular  tissue,  and  the  patient  be* 

comes  dropsical.      If  the  morbid  influeuoo 

CLINICAL    LECTURE  which  affeoU  the  functions  of  the  kidneys  is 

such  as  to  produce  a  sudden  and  entire 

DKLIVEBBDTOTHB  ..               .f                   u               .               t          ^     ^ 

cessation,  other  results  ensue.      In  some 

Pujfila  of  the  Bnttol  Infirmary*,  instances  a  partial  relief  is  obtained  by  a 

copious  fluid  secretion  into  the  stomach  and 

By  Da.  Paicbabd.  Intestines,   and    the    patient  vomits  great 

,^_  quantities  of  a  fluid   which  in  its  sensible 

properties  more  or  less  resembles  urine.     A 

AisoNO  the  patients  now  under  treatment  well-known  medical  practitioner,  who  lived 

in  the  wards  of  the  Infirmary,  there  are  some  years  in  this  city,  was  thus  affected, 

several  whose  cases  ore  worthy  of  particular  He  had  been  in  indifferent  health  for  some 

attention.  time,   when,  after  exposure   to  cold   and 

I  wish  to  draw  your  notice,  in  the  Arst  fatigue,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  total 
place,  to  a  case  of  dropsy  with  albuminous  suppression  of  urine.  This  was  speedily 
urine,  whidi  has  terminated  in  complete  followed  by  almost  constant  vomiting,  and 
recovery.  Michael  Ryan,  in  Ward  No.  5,  he  threw  up,  during  two  or  three  days,  iu 
was  admitted  on  the  22d  of  June,  labouring  large  quantities,  a  fluid  which  in  its  sensible 
under  ascites,  with  gjreat  distension  of  the  properties  bore  a  considerable  resemblance 
scrotum  and  oedema  of  the  legs,  in  a  state  to  urine.  When  this  vomiting  ceased, 
of  great  debility  and  exhaustion.  He  oom«  which  it  did  rather  suddenly,  be  became 
plsuned  also  of  rheumatie  pains  in  his  legs,  affected  with  stupor,  and  (Ued  comatose. 
His  disorder  had  been  brought  on  by  expo*  A  girl  who  was  some  years  since,  during 
sure  to  cold.  He  had  been  working  with  many  months,  in  the  Infirmary,  laboured 
his  legs  in  mud  and  cold  water  in  cleaning  a  under  suppression,  which  was  not  always 
dock.  He  had  no  discoverable  disease  of  complete,  for  the  catheter  occasionally  brought 
the  thoracic  organs,  or  of  the  Uvor.  His  off  a  very  small  quantity  of  urine.  Every 
urine  was  stated  to  be  not  very  scanty,  and  evening  she  threw  up  a  large  quantity  of 
of  the  natural  colour.  When  subjected  to  fluid,  resembling  urine.  The  fluid  ejected 
heat,  it  was  found  to  contain  about  two-  in  these  cases  has  been  seldom  examined 
thirds  of  coagulable  matter :  this  was  re*  with  care.  In  the  instcmce  to  which  I  have 
peatedly  done,  and  uniformly  with  the  same  last  adverted  it  was  accurately  analysed, 
result.  Such  was  the  permanent  state  of  and  was  found  to  contain  urea,  and  occa- 
the  urine  for  some  time.  Michael  Ryan  is  sionally  benzoic  acid,  which  are  well-known 
now  convalescent ;  he  feels  himself  perfectly  products  of  the  fluid  secreted  by  the  kidneys, 
well ;  his  aspect  is  altogether  changed ;  he  It  was  suggested  to  me  as  probable  that  this 
has  no  longer  ascites  or  anasarca ;  not  even  female  practised  deception,  and  swallowed, 
cedema  of  the  legs.  His  urine  is  perfectly  In  the  first  instance,  the  fluid  which  she 
natural ;  it  has  been  of  late  repeatedly  sub-  was  seen  to  eject  from  her  stomach,  and 
jected  to  heat,  without  displaying  albumen,  that  it  was  reaUy  her  urine.  She  was  care- 
He  will  be  discharged  **  Recovered"  in  a  fully  watched  while  in  the  ward  (No.  4),  and 
few  days.  Before  I  advert  to  the  practice  I  tMnk  she  could  not  possibly  have  found 
followed  in  his  case,  I  shall  make  a  few  opportunities  for  carrying  on  deception  of 
general  observations  on  his  complaint.  this  kind  ;   and  had  it  been  so,   and  the 

The  kidneys,  in  a  state  of  health,  separate  stomach  in  its  usual  state,  the  fluid  would 
daily  from  the  circulating  fluid  so  great  a  bave  been  sometimes  mixed  with  the  ordi- 
— ' nary  contents  of  that  organ.     In  another 

♦  Tlie  following  paces  conUln  tte  subttonce  case  in  this  Infirmary,  I  understand  that 

of  a  chnical  lecture  delivered  to  the  pupils  of  „^^.  _^,  u-«.«;«  .^^  k.»A  i^^n  AX^j^nMu^w^A 

the  Bristol  Inflnnary.    As  it  explains  «orae  urea  and  boizoic  acid  have  been  discovered 

methods  of  practice  wbicb  are  there  pursued,  in  the  fluid  ejected  imder  similar  circum* 

and  which    have   been   niisrepresented.   Dr.  gtances  from  the  stomach.     In  future  the 

l^^^'^^^  M  SIS'ca'J  Sr^  c.™  wiU  be  Ukea  to  inTctigt. 

GAsaTTJc.  sunilar  cases. 
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Changes  in  the  quality  of  the  urine  are  of  the  skin  can  be  overoMne,  wUch  k  not 
more  likely  to  escape  notice  than  striking  always  the  case,  some  good  result  may  be 
alterations  in  its  quantity ;  in  fact,  they  found  to  arise  from  the  use  of  diaphoretics ; 
often  eiist  for  a  long  time  without  being  but  as  the  disease  is  often  of  an  inflamma- 
discovered.  We  have  seen  cases  in  which  tory  nature — which  we  may  infer  from  the 
the  two  greatest  deviations  known  from  the  exciting  causes,  and  from  the  appearance 
healthy  condition  of  the  urine  have  existed,  often  cUsplayed  by  the  blood  when  drawn^- 
without  any  material  change  in  its  quantity  it  is  wrong  to  attempt  its  onre  by  stimulat- 
or appearance ;  and  this  indicates  the  ne*  ing  sudorilics.  It  is  only  by  collecting  the 
cessity  of  an  accurate  examination  of  the  results  of  experience — we  may  as  well  say 
urine,  and  of  subjecting  it  more  frequently  at  once,  of  experiments-— on  the  success  of 
than  is  usually  done  to  chemical  agents,  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
Cases  of  albuminous  urine  are  well  known  that  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at  any  certain 
to  have  occurred  without  any  considerable  conclusions  as  to  the  method  of  cure  {  and 
change  in  the  natural  quantity  of  this  fluid,  in  this  point  of  view  it  will  be  worth  while 
and  without  any  symptoms  of  dropsy.  I  to  note  the  means  emplojred  in  the  present 
have  lately  attended  a  private  patient,  who,  case,  of  which  the  result  has  been  more  than 
without  any  material  alteration  in  the  quan-  ordinarily  snooessfnl.  I  shall  first  observe 
tity  of  his  urine,  laboured  under  what  is  that  they  are  precisely  the  means  which  are 
termed  diabetes  mellitus.  To  term  one  of  generally  most  efficacious  in  the  treatment 
these  diseases  dropsy,  and  the  other  diabetes,  of  inflammatory  diseases,  whether  of  mem- 
is  an  abuse  of  words.  The  characteristics  of  branes  or  parenchymatous  structures.  The 
dropsy  are  wanting  in  tbe  one  case,  and  the  patient  was  bled  twice  during  the  first  three 
character  of  diabetes  (which  is  an  increased  days  after  his  admission,  and  well  purged 
flow  of  urine)  in  the  other*  I  shall  term  with  Uie  black  cathartic  mixture  of  infttfion 
one  of  these  aflections  leueomaturia,  and  of  senna  and  Epsom  salt,  of  which  a  dose 
the  other  meliiuria.  In  the  case  of  melitu*  was  ordered  for  him  three  times  in  a  day. 
ria  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  patient  was  His  gums  were  then  made  sore  by  smidl 
affected  with  slowly-coming-on  and  gradn-  dosea  of  calomel,  which  were  discontinued, 
ally  increasing  debility,  inertia,  anorexia  He  has  firom  that  time  had  no  other  medi- 
with  respect  to  all  the  physical  appetites ;  cine  tiian  a  saline  aperient  mixture,  contain- 
latterly  of  impaired  vision  and  memory,  ing  sulphate  of  magnesia,  with  some  spirit 
He  was  evidently  becoming  imbecile.  His  of  nitric  ether,  and  a  few  drops  of  tincture 
urine  was  stated  to  be  natural  in  quantity  of  squill.  Under  this  treatment  his  pro- 
and  in  iqipearance.  A  constantly  dry  skin,  gress  towards  recovery  has  been  constant 
with  thirst,  and  a  slight  gleet,  gave  suspU  and  uniform, 
cion  of  the  nature  of  his  disease ;  and  his 

urine,  on  being  subjected  to  heat,  was  found  There  are  two  patients  now  in  the  Infir- 
to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  saccharine  mary  convalescent  of  acute  laryngitis,  whose 
matter.  Leueomaturia,  as  1  have  said^  symptoms  and  progress  you  have  had  an 
often  occurs  without  dropsioal  symptoms,  opportunity  of  observing.  One  of  them  is 
This  disease  was  first  clearly  distinguiahed  George  Morris,  in  No.  6,  aged  25  years, 
by  Dr.  Blackall,  about  thirty  years  ago,  who  admitted  on  the  25th  of  June ;  and  the 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  it  arises  from  dif-  other,  Phoebe  Powells,  aged  20  years,  ad- 
ferent  causes  from  those  of  ordinary  dropsy»  mitted  July  23.  In  the  case  of  Morris, 
and  requires  a  different  treatment ;  but  it  acute  laryngitis  had  supervened  on  a  chronic 
was  to  Dr.  Bright,  one  of  the  most  distin-  disease  of  the  trachea,  which  had  previously 
gttished  patholo^cal  anatomists  of  the  pre-  lasted  eight  months,  and  which  stUl  remains 
sent  Bge,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  im-  after  the  acute  disorder  has  been  removed, 
portent  observation,  that  leueomaturia  is  Th<^emale  had  laryngitis  complicated  with 
connected  with  organic  disease  of  the  kid-  extensive  inflammation  of  the  bronchial 
neys.  It  is  not,  however,  always  an  in-  membrane :  a  muoo-purulent  rhonchus  was 
curable  disease,  as  the  present  case  proves,  perceptible  in  the  respiratory  action  over  a 
The  most  appropriate  method  of  treatment  great  part  of  the  thorax.  Both  of  these 
is  perhaps  not  yet  ascertained.  Dr.  Os-  cases  were  characterised  by  the  usual  symp* 
borne,  of  Dublin,  who  has  devoted  his  toms  of  laryngitis;  a  frequent  shrill  sharply- 
attention  to  this  disease,  on  which  he  is  sounding  cough,  hoarseness  almost  amount- 
acknowledged  to  have  thrown  much  light,  ing  to  loss  of  voice,  oppressed  difficult 
proposes  to  treat  it  principally  by  exciting  respiration,  with  a  distressing  sense  of  con- 
diaphoresis,  and  by  that  method  he  appears  striction  about  the  larynx,  and  of  breathing 
to  have  beat  very  successful.  I  have  tried  through  a  narrow  and  insufficient  opening, 
his  plan,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  which  in  reality  is  tiie  case,  since  in  these 
the  same  result.  It  will  be  right  to  bear  in  instances  the  epiglottis  and  its  ligaments, 
mind  his  observation ;  and  if  the  dry  state  and  the  whole  larynx,  are  found  inflamed 
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»nd  nncertafai,  and  but  scantily  proportioned  portion,  that  any  oonaiderable  change  either 

to  our  moral  wanta  and  inteUectiud  aspira-  in  the  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  uriuef 

tiona.       Followed    up    in    the    true    and  if  it  aubaista  for  some  time,  must  obviously 

Christian  spirit  of  gratitude  towards  God,  exert  a  great  influence  on  the  physical  state 

and  love  towards  man,  this  noble  profes-  of  the  body,  and  on  the  health  of  the  indi* 

ston  is  second  only  in  usefulness  and  dignity  vidual  afifected.      If  the  quantity  alone  is 

to  that  of  the  servants  of  the  church,  and  materially  diminished,  some  marked  effects 

like  it,  when  faithfully  administered,  it  will  must  soon  follow.    When  the  diminution  i» 

assuredly  become  its  own  abundant  reward,  gradual,  the  overloaded  vessels  relieve  them- 

selYM  for  a  time  by  pouring  out  a  part  of 

~  their  contents  into  the  great  cavities,  and 

A  into  the  ceUular  tissue,  and  the  patient  be- 

comes  dropsical.      If  the  morbid  influence 

CLINICAL    LECTURE  which  afleoU  the  functions  of  the  kidneys  i» 

DKLivEBKDTOTHB  ■^^*^,?»  to  produce  a  suddcu  and  entire 

cessation,  other  results  ensue.      In  some 

PupiU  ofiAe  BrUtol  Infirmary*  ^  instances  a  partial  relief  is  obtained  by  a 

copious  fluid  secretion  into  the  stomach  and 

By  Dji«  Pbicbaed.  intestines,   and    the    patient  vomits  great 

-  quantities  of  a  fluid   which  in  its  sensible 

properties  more  or  less  resembles  urine.  A 
Among  the  patients  now  under  treatment  well-known  medical  practitioner,  who  lived 
in  the  wards  of  the  Infirmary,  there  are  some  years  in  this  city,  was  thua  affected, 
several  whose  cases  are  worthy  of  particolar  He  had  been  in  indifferent  health  for  some 
attention.  time,  when,  after  exposure  to  cold  and 
I  wish  to  draw  your  notice,  in  the  first  fatigue,  he  was  suddenly  seised  with  total 
place,  to  a  case  of  dropsy  with  albuminous  suppression  of  urine.  This  was  speedily 
urine,  whidi  has  terminated  in  oomplete  followed  by  almost  constant  vomiting,  and 
recovery.  Michael  Ryan,  in  Ward  No.  5,  he  threw  up,  during  two  or  three  days,  iu 
was  admitted  on  the  23d  of  June,  labouring  large  quantities,  a  fluid  which  in  its  sensible 
under  ascites,  vrith  great  distension  of  the  properties  bore  a  considerable  resemblance 
scrotum  and  oedema  of  the  legs,  in  a  state  to  urine.  When  this  vomiting  ceased, 
of  great  debility  and  exhaustion.  He  oom-  which  it  did  rather  suddenly,  be  became 
nlfllned  also  of  rheumatic  pains  in  his  lags,  affected  vrith  stupor,  and  died  comatose. 
His  disorder  had  been  brought  on  by  expo-  A  girl  who  was  some  years  since,  during 
sure  to  cold.  He  had  been  working  with  many  months,  in  the  Infirmary,  laboured 
his  legs  in  mud  and  cold  water  in  cleaning  a  under  suppression,  which  was  not  always 
dock.  He  had  no  discoYorable  disease  of  complete,  for  the  catheter  occasionally  brought 
the  thoracic  organs,  or  of  the  liTor.  His  off  a  very  small  quantity  of  urine.  Every 
nrine  was  stated  to  be  not  very  scanty,  and  evening  she  threw  up  a  large  quantity  of 
of  the  natural  colour.  When  subjected  to  fluid,  resembling  urine.  The  fluid  ejected 
heat,  it  was  found  to  contain  about  two-  in  these  cases  has  been  seldom  examined 
thirds  of  coagulable  matter :  this  was  re*  with  care.  In  the  instance  to  which  I  have 
peatedly  done,  and  uniformly  with  the  same  last  adverted  it  was  accurately  analysed, 
result.  Such  was  the  permanent  state  of  and  was  found  to  contain  urea,  and  occa^ 
the  urine  for  some  time.  Michael  Ryan  is  sionaUy  benzoic  acid,  which  are  well-known 
now  convalescent ;  he  feels  himself  perfectly  products  of  the  fluid  secreted  by  the  kidneys, 
well ;  his  aspect  is  altogether  changed ;  he  It  was  suggested  to  me  as  probable  that  this 
has  no  longer  ascites  or  anasarca ;  not  even  female  practised  deception,  and  swallowed, 
oedema  of  the  lega.  His  urine  is  })erfectly  in  the  first  instance,  the  fluid  whidi  she 
natural ;  it  has  been  of  late  repeatedly  sub-  was  seen  to  eject  from  her  stomach,  and 
jected  to  heai,  without  displaying  albumen,  that  it  was  really  her  urine.  She  was  care- 
He  will  be  discharged  *'  Recovered''  in  a  fully  watched  while  in  the  ward  (No.  4),  and 
few  days.  Before  I  advert  to  the  practice  I  think  she  could  not  possibly  have  found 
followed  in  his  case,  I  shall  make  a  few  opportunities  for  carrying  on  deception  of 
general  observations  on  his  complaint.  this  kind  ;  and  had  it  been  so,  and  the 
The  kidneys,  in  a  state  of  health,  separate  stomach  in  its  usual  state,  the  fluid  would 
dally  from  the  circulating  fluid  so  great  a  have  been  sometimes  mixed  vrith  the  ordi- 

nary  contents  of  that  organ.     In  another 

♦  TJe  folloTOg  psMs  conUin  ^e  subsUnce  ^^j^  j^  this  Infirmary,  I  understand  that 

of  a  clinical  lecture  delivered  to  the  pupils  of  j  u        •        -jV       »*"««'''^**  *•*»* 

the  Bristol  Infirmary.     As  it  explains   some  ?«»  M>d  benioic  acid  have  been  discovered 

methods  of  practice  which  are  there  pursued,  in  the  fluid  ejected  under  similar  circum- 

SP?K^i\*^^  }^y^   been   misrepresented.   Dr.  stances  from  the  stomach.     In  future  the 

Prichanl  is  desirous  that  it  sbouM  appear  in  „,«„fr„„4.   «„^  .^n  \^  4.1,-..  ♦«   :..,.w.#:^*« 

print,  through  the  medium  of  the  liiniCAL  Kfe*^**  care  wiU  be  taken  to  investigate 

GAxaTTx.  similar  cases. 
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Changes  in  the  quality  of  the  urine  are  of  the  skin  can  be  OYercome,  which  is  not 
more  likely  to  escape  notice  than  striking  always  the  case,  some  good  result  may  be 
alterations  in  its  quantity ;  in  fact,  they  found  to  arise  from  the  use  of  diaphoretics ; 
often  exist  for  a  long  time  without  being  but  as  the  disease  is  often  of  an  inflamma- 
discovered.  We  have  seen  cases  in  which  tory  nature — which  we  may  infer  from  the 
the  two  greatest  deviations  known  from  the  exciting  causes,  and  from  the  appearance 
bealthy  condition  of  the  urine  have  existed,  often  (UiBplayed  by  the  blood  when  drawn-^- 
without  any  material  change  in  its  quantity  it  is  wrong  to  attempt  its  cure  by  stimulat- 
or appearance ;  and  this  indicates  the  ne-  ing  sudorifics.  It  is  only  by  collecting  the 
cessity  of  an  accurate  examination  of  the  results  of  experience— we  may  as  well  say 
urine,  and  of  subjecting  it  more  frequently  at  once,  of  experiments— on  the  success  of 
than  is  usually  done  to  chemical  agents*  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
Cases  of  albuminous  urine  are  well  known  that  we  .can  hope  to  arrive  at  any  certain 
to  have  occurred  without  any  considerable  conclusions  as  to  the  method  of  cure ;  and 
change  in  the  natural  quantity  of  this  fluid,  in  this  point  of  view  it  will  be  worth  while 
and  without  any  symptoms  of  dropsy.  I  to  note  the  means  employed  in  the  present 
have  lately  attended  a  private  patient,  who,  case,  of  which  the  result  has  been  more  than 
without  any  material  alteration  in  the  quan-  ordinarily  successful.  I  shall  first  observe 
tity  of  his  urine,  laboured  under  what  is  that  they  are  precisely  the  means  which  are 
termed  diabetes  mellitus.  To  term  one  of  generally  most  efficacious  in  the  treatment 
these  diseases  dropsy,  and  the  other  diabetes,  of  inflammatory  diseases,  whether  of  mem- 
is  an  abuse  of  words.  The  characteristics  of  branes  or  parenchymatous  structures.  The 
dropsy  are  wanting  in  the  one  case,  and  the  patient  was  bled  twice  during  the  first  three 
character  of  diabetes  (which  is  an  increased  days  after  his  admission,  and  well  purged 
flow  of  urine)  in  the  other.  I  shall  term  with  the  black  cathartic  mixture  of  infusion 
one  of  these  affections  leucomaturiaf  and  of  senna  and  Epsom  salt,  of  which  a  dose 
the  other  melituria.  In  the  case  of  melitu-  was  ordered  for  him  three  times  in  a  day. 
ria  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  patient  was  His  gums  were  then  made  sore  by  smidl 
affected  with  slowly-coming-on  and  gradu-  doses  of  calomel,  which  were  discontinued, 
ally  increasing  debility,  inertia,  anorexia  He  has  firom  that  time  had  no  other  medi- 
with  respect  to  all  the  physical  appetites ;  cine  than  a  saline  aperient  mixture,  contain- 
latterly  of  impaired  vision  and  memory,  ing  sulphate  of  magnesia,  with  some  spirit 
He  was  evidently  becoming  imbecile.  His  of  nitric  ether,  and  a  few  drops  of  tincture 
urine  was  stated  to  be  natural  in  quantity  of  squill.  Under  this  treatment  his  pro- 
and  in  appearance.  A  constantly  dry  skin,  gress  towards  recovery  has  been  constant 
with  thirst,  and  a  slight  gleet,  gave  suspi-  and  uniform, 
cion  of  the  nature  of  his  disease ;  and  his 

urine,  on  being  subjected  to  heat,  was  found  There  are  two  patients  now  in  the  Infir- 
to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  saccharine  mary  convalescent  of  acute  laryngitis,  whose 
matter.  Leucomaturia,  as  I  have  said,  symptoms  and  progress  you  have  had  an 
often  occurs  without  dropsical  symptoms,  opportunity  of  observing.  One  of  them  is 
This  disease  was  first  clearly  distinguished  Geoiige  Morris,  in  No.  6,  aged  25  years, 
by  Dr.  Blackall,  about  thirty  years  ago,  who  admitted  on  the  25th  of  June ;  and  the 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  it  arises  from  dif-  other,  Phoebe  Powells,  aged  20  years,  ad- 
ferent  causes  from  those  of  ordinary  dropsy,  mitted  July  23.  In  the  case  of  Morris, 
and  requires  a  different  treatment ;  but  it  acute  laryngitis  had  supervened  on  a  chronic 
was  to  Dr.  Bright,  one  of  the  most  distin-  disease  of  the  trachea,  which  had  previously 
gushed  pathological  anatomists  of  the  pre-  lasted  eight  months,  and  which  still  remains 
sent  age,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  im-  after  the  acute  disorder  has  been  removed, 
portent  observation,  that  leucomaturia  is  Th^emale  had  laryngitis  complicated  with 
connected  with  organic  disease  of  the  kid-  extensive  inflammation  of  the  bronchial 
neys.  It  is  not,  however,  always  an  in-  membrane :  a  muco-pumlent  rhonchus  was 
curable  disease,  as  the  present  case  proves,  perceptible  in  the  respiratory  action  over  a 
Hie  most  appropriate  method  of  treatment  great  part  of  the  thorax.  Both  of  these 
is  perhaps  not  yet  ascertained.  Dr.  Os-  cases  were  characterised  by  the  usual  symp* 
borne,  of  Dublin,  who  has  devoted  his  toms  of  laryngitis;  a  frequent  shrill  sharply- 
attention  to  this  disease,  on  which  he  is  sounding  cough,  hoarseness  almost  amount- 
acknowledged  to  have  thrown  much  Ught,  ing  to  loss  of  voice,  oppi^essed  diflScult 
proposes  to  treat  it  principally  by  exciting  respiration,  with  a  distressing  sense  of  con- 
diaphoresis,  and  by  that  method  he  appears  striction  about  the  larynx,  and  of  breathing 
to  have  beoi  very  successful.  I  have  tried  through  a  narrow  and  insufficient  opening, 
his  plan,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  which  in  reality  is  the  case,  since  in  these 
the  same  result.  It  will  be  right  to  bear  in  instances  the  epiglottis  and  its  ligaments, 
mind  his  observacioii ;  and  if  the  dry  state  and  the  whole  larynx,  are  found  inflamed 
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mod  fhiekcnedt  M  ••  to  leiaoi  mtterially  ooctionof  MiMparQlBfWithfiTegniiif  ofthe 

therimaglottidiiywliicliisbetidctolMitructed  iodide  of  potaidam  three  times  in  a  daj. 

with  toQ|^  mucus.  His  sores  were  dressed  with  the  ordinary 

The  method  of  treatment  pomed  in  both  black  wash.  Under  this  treatment  he  be- 
these  cases  was  similar.  It  consisted  prin*  gan  immediatelj  to  improTe.  All  the  si»ea 
cipally  in  the  abstraction  of  blood  and  the  filled  np,  and  they  are  now  every  where 
use  of  calomel,  and  these  are  the  only  re-*  nearly  hesled.  lie  has  beopme  fat  and 
medial  means  which  are  of  any  importance  healthy  in  appearance.  At  the  end  of  a 
in  this  disesse.  In  both  instances,  being  month  from  the  period  of  his  admission  he 
used  early  and  persereringlyy  tiiey  were  was  evidently  conralescent.  This  relation 
speedily  efficadons,  althong^  the  symptozns  proves  that  there  are  some  cases  of  primary 
were  at  first  severe.  Morris  was  bled  from  and  secondary  Ines  which  are  corable  by 
the  arm,  and  the  female  patient  had  leeches  means  of  the  iodide  of  potsssium  joined 
fireqoently  applied  to  her  throat.  'Local  with  the  decoction  of  sarsaparilla.  The 
bleeding  is  generally  thooght  the  most  patient  had  been  under  no  medical  treat- 
appropriate  remedy,  but  when  there  is  much  ment.  He  had  taken  no  mercury  or  otiier 
arterial  excitement,  or  general  inflammatory  powerful  medicine. 

action,  it  is  slmost  useless  to  attempt  re-  There  was  a  case  abont  two  years  ago  m 
dndng  the  local  inflammation  till  that  state  No.  7,  which  some  of  you  probably  remem- 
is  relieved  by  venesection.  Even  in  the  ber,  treated  by  the  iodide  of  potassium  alone, 
ordinary  gastro-enteritis,  which  is  the  Ibrm  It  wss  the  case  of  a  Welshman,  who  came 
of  oontinuiDd  fever  that  generally  occurs  in  into  the  Infirmary,  having  his  body  covered 
this  hospital,  we  often  ted  that  one  bleed-  with  ulcerous  patdies,  wUch  left  scaroely  the 
ing  of  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  wiU  save  space  of  an  inch  of  sound  skin  from  his 
the  application  of  a  great  many  leeches  to  head  to  his  feet.  He  had  been  ill  three 
the  epigastrium,  and  ^relieve  the  patient  yean,  and  during  a  great  part  of  that  time, 
much  more  speediiy  and  effectually.  Next  according  to  his  own  statement,  he  had  been 
to  bleeding  the  moat  important  remedy  in  under  the  influence,  more  or  less,  of  mer-* 
laryngitis  is  mercury.  I  generally  order  cnry.  He  took,  while  in  the  Infirmary,  no 
thrae  grains  of  calomel  with  one  of  Dover's  other  medicine  than  nine  grains  of  iodide  of 
powder  to  be  taken  every  third  or  fourth  potassium  three  times  in  a  day,  and  he  re- 
hour  until  the  gums  become  sore,  and  then  covered  entirely  in  a  very  short  space  of 
to  be  immediately  discontinued.  In  both  of  time.  These  cases  prove  that  there  is  a 
these  cases  the  disorder,  which  had  been  but  form  of  syphilis,  or  of  syphiloid  disease,  in 
partially  relisved  by  bleeding,  gave  way  at  w4iich '  tiie  preparation  -of  iodine,  before 
once  as  soon  as  the  mouth  became  affected ;  mentioned,  is  very  serviceable,  and  is, 
the  ooogh  nearly  ceased,  the  constriction  of  indeed,  capable  of  affording  a  owe.  How 
the  throat  and  sense  of  difficult  breathing  are  we  to  discriminate  these  cases,  and  iriiat 
approaching  to  suuffocation  was  removed,  is  tiie  real  nature  of  those  instanoes  of 
and  a  free  expectoration  followed.  Tartar  syphiloid  disease,  like  that  which  -I  have 
emetic  was  also  given  to  these  patiento  in  last  mentioned,  in  which  mercury  is  without 
■mall  doses,  and  Phoebe  Powdls  took  one  any  curative  eifficacy,  and  even  injurious  ? 
dose  of  three  grains,  which  produced  vomit-  Some  writers  maintain  that  mercury  is,  in 
ing  and  some  temporary  relief,  but  it  was  these  instances,  the  cause  of  the  evil.  We 
from  mercury  that  she  derived  tiie  only  per-  hear  a  great  deal  aboat  mercurial  disease ; 
manent  bendt.  but  those  who  have  considered  the  matter 

Richard  Gotham,  in  No.  6,  vras  admitted  in  this  point  of  view  have  not  told  us  why 

on  the  21st  of  July,  aged  twenty-five  years,  mercury  never  induces  any  sudi  malady 

He  is  a  sailor,  and  has  just  returned  from  when  it  has  not  syphilis  or  some  similar 

Newfoundland  in  a  miserably  emaciate^and  complaint  to  begin  upon.    Mercury  is  often 

enfeebled  state,  labouring  under  syphilitic  given  here  freely  in  severe  cases  of  bron- 

ukeiation  of  tiie  throat,  having  his  skin  chitis,  pneumonia,  end  other  inflammatory 

beset  with  laige  polehes  of  syphilitic  mpia,  disesses ;  but  iU  use  is  never  followed,  in 

which  slough  off  and  leave  uioeroBS  sores  t  such  instances,  by  the  appearance  of  asiy 

there  are  two  such  uloerson  his  scalp,  which  syphiloid  complaint.  There  is  some  mistake 

extend  almost  to  the  skulL     He  has  besides,  in  the  notion  that  such  cases  are  instances 

phagedenic  primary  sores  extending  nearly  of  disease  produced  by  mercury.    After  all 

all  round  the  glans.    Some  gentle  opiates  that  has  been  written  on  this  sulqect  by  the 

and  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  a  nourishing  celebrated  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  or  of 

diet,  were  ordered  for  this  man  during  the  that  which  hn  lately  passed,  I  know  not 

first  two  or  three  days.     On  the  24th  of  that  any  writer  has  thrown  much  light  upon 

June  he  was  put  upon  theoouneof  medicine  the  su^ect,  except  Mr.  Cariyle  of  Dublin, 

which  he  has  from   that  time  continued,  who  has  set  forth  a  most  ingenious  and 

This  was  three  ounces  of  tiie  compound  do-  certainly  probi^le  hypotiieds,  wluch,  as  I 
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hardly  doabt,  oontaina  th«  real  and  tme  diaaaae  tint  is  ahoft  aggfft^alied  bj  iner* 

solution  of  tikis  difficult  problem,  althoufj^  airy.    It  would  be  a  Ibrtunate  thing  if  it 

it  may  yet  require  some  modification,  and  should  be  found  that  this  complaint,   in 

more  extenaive  evidence,  before  it  can  be  which  mercury  is  inadmissible,  can  be  cured 

looked  upon  as  folly  established.    Half  a  by  the  hydriodate  of  potass  and  the  decoe-» 

century  ago    all  venereal   affections   were  tion  of  sarsaparilla ;  and  this,  from  the  facts 

classed  under  one  head,  and  patients  were  which  I  have  mentioned,  appears  likely  to  be 

salivated  for  gonorrhoea  under  the  impres*  the  case.     In  the  two  instanods  to  which  1 

sion  that  they  had  contracted  lues.     Sinoe  have  alluded,  these  remedies  appeared  to  act 

the  time  of  John  Hunter  and  his  immediate  as  if  they  possessed  some  specific  power : 

followers,  it  has  been  admitted  that  these  we  may  frequently  observe  secondary  symp- 

are    two    distinct    disesses.     Mr.    Carlyle  toms  to  disappear  under  the  same  treatment, 

maintains,  and  has,  I  think,  gone  far  to-  but  we  have    seldom   an    opportunity  of 

wards  establishing  the  &ct,  that  there  is  a  tracing  the  disease  from  its  primary  form, 

greater  number  of  such  contagions^  -that  as  in  the  instance  of  Richard  Gotham, 
there  are,  at  least,  three  diseases,  each  of 

which  has  its  appropriate  primary  and  se-  CVtrs  qf  Chorea. 

condary  symptoms.     Gonorrhoea  is  one  of  Charles  Haynes,  a  little  boy,  aged  nine 

these :  the  primary  disease,  as  every  one  is  years,  came  into  the  hospital  on  June  25th, 

aware,  is  a  specific  inflammatory  affection  and  he  has  just  been  dismissed*    You  have 

of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra:  all  seen  him  in  No.  5,  labouring  under 

this  is  followed  occasionally  by  secondary  chorea.     When  he  was  admitted,  a  oathar« 

symptoms,  which  are,  rheumatic  affeotiona  tic  draught,  the  ordinary  purgative  mixture 

of  the  limbs,  and  slight  cutaneous  eruptions,  of  infusion  of  senna,  with  Epsom  salt,  was 

chiefly  of  a  papular  kind.  Secondly,  genuine  ordered  for  him,  to  be  taken  every  moniing, 

syphilis  has  its  primary  symptoms ;  chancres,  and  this,  with  the  addition  of  the  shower  bath, 

that  is,  excavated  ulcers  with  retracted  edges,  was-  all    the    medical  treatment  that  he 

and  a  hardened  base,  and  the  secondary  underwent.    He  immediately  began  to  im- 

symptoms  sre  excavated  ulcerations  in  the  prove,  and  left  the  Infirmary,  as  you  know, 

throat,  eruptions  of  a  scaly  character,  or  quite  well.     Chorea  is  a  disease  of  the  brainy 

syphilitic    lepra.      Sometimes    these    are  that  is,  the  pathological  state  which  is  the 

merely    drscolouralions    of    the    skin,    or  immediate  cause  of  the  symptoms,   is  an 

purple  blotches  without  scabs,  or  easily  affection  of  some  part  of  the  eDoephakm. 

losing  them.    The  tertiary  symptoms,  as  Hiis  does  not  appear  obvious  from  tiiMB 

they  have  been  termed  since  the  time  of  Mr.  ordinary  phenomena  of  the  complaint,  wUdft 

Hunter,  are,  affections  of  the  periosteunif  consist  nearly  in  jactitation  of  the  limbs  x 

giving  rise  to  pains  in  the  bones,  as  they  are  but  the  inference  may  be  drawn,  fint,  firom 

termed,  and  to  nodes.    A  third  and  difle«  the  eonneotion  of  chorea  wiilli  other  confess- 

rent  form  of  secondary  disease  is  manifested  edly  oerebral  diseases,  such  ss  epil^My,  witti 

by  cutaneous  defsdations  of  a  more  severe  whkh  it  is  often  oomlnaed ;  secondly,  frvna 

kind,  such  as  tuberculous  indurations,  which  the  consequences  of  long-continued  chorea, 

are  often  seen  about  the  forehead.    With  which  are  similar  to  those  of  epilepsy  and 

these  may  be  classed  the  disease  of  the  skin  paralysis,  namely,  dementia,  or  an  oblitera- 

resembling  rupia,  and  which  may  be  termed  tion  of  the  mental  faculties  i    it    is  not 

syphiUtic  rupia,  and  which  has  been  well  uncommon  to  see  children  half  idiotic  from 

exemplified  in  the  case  of  Richard  Gotliam.  chorea,  and  they  become  in  time  completely 

These  secondary  affections,  which  I  have  last  so,  if  the  disease  is  not  arrested;  thirdly^ 

mentioned,  and  to  which  must  be  added  ulce-  this  disorder  affects  sometimes  all  the  mus-» 

rations  of  the  throat  and  palate,  are  sequels,  oles  of  voluntary  motion  }  in  other  instances 

according  to  Mr.  Carlyle,  not  of  genuine  it  attacks  those  of  one  side  only,  just  as  the 

chancre,  but  phagedenic  sores,  srisiAg  from  muscles  of  one  side  Bie  affected,  either  in 

a  contagion  dififarent  from  that    of  tme  hemiplegia,  or  in  some  cases  ef  epilepsy  r 

syphilis.    A  disease  is  said  to  prevail  in  hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  morUd 

Portugal,  and  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediter-  oaose    acts    immediately  on  the  commott 

ranean,  which  is  of  this  description,  and  esntieofthe  motive  power,  which  laintho 

which  is  much  more  dreaded  thsn  the  ordi-  ^noephaloa ;  lastly,  in  fetal  eases  of  choiea, 

nary  form  of  syphilis.    The  primary  sores  for  it  is  sometimes  fetal,  there  is  fomid 

in  the  case  of  Richard  Gotham  are  phage-  more  or  less  of  effusion  on  the  surfeoe  or  ui 

denic  ulcerations;    and   the  succession  of  the  ventricles  of  the  brain.    But  chorea, 

symptoms  thus  coincides  with  Mr.  Carlyle's  though  its  proximate  cause,  or  the  imme^te 

opinion.     It  is  of  great  practical  importance  cause  of  its  phenomena,  is  an  affection  of 

to  mark  this  discrmunation,  since  it  appears  the  brain,  is  not  discovered  by  experience  to 

to  be  a  feet  that  the  phagedenic  ulcerations,  be  most  successfully  treated  by  remediea 

and  the  secondary  aymptoms,  which  oonsti*  applied  to  the  head,  such  as  are  found  to  be 

tute  their  appropriate  sequelie,  indicate  a  useful  in  other  cerebral  aflectlons.    It  ap« 
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pen*  that  the  mimurj  emae  ii  in -Mine  orfinaiytemedie^ynotinaethrelyybiitwithcnie 

other  pert  of  the  bodj,  and  the  affection  of  arresting  its  progress ;  it  increased ;  the  pain 

the  brain    is    bnt    an    intermediate    link  was  most  distressing,  and  withont  intermis- 

betwecn  it  and  the  symptoms  which  manifest  sion :  the  seat  €f  the  disease  was  apparently^ 

themseWes.     It  is  by  removing  the  primary  the  arachnoid,  or  the  surface  of  the  brain ; 

cause  that  we  cure  the  disease.  This  is  often  ^  her  ^unities  became  impaired :  die  was  at 

an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  alimentary  length  so  demented  or  imbecile,  that  it  was  a 

canal,  and  chorea  may  be  cured  in  many  question  whether  she  should  be  sent  to  St. 

instances  by  purgative  medicines.     I  haye  Peter's  Hospital,  where  there  are  wards  for 

seen  a  case  of  diorea  which  had  already  insane  persons  and  idiots.     It  seemed  right, 

induced  extreme  debility,  and  the  appear-  however,  to  make  a  trial  of  this  remedy  in 

anoe  of  imbecility,  cured  by  a  course  of  the  first  instance,  and  a  long  issue  was  formed 

purgatire  medicines  alone.    This  plan  was  on  the  scalp  over  the  sagittal  suture,  by 

first  recommended    by  Dr.   Hamilton,  of  means  of  the  alkaline  caustic,  which  was 

Edinburgh,  in  a  well-known  work  on  pur-  applied  in  the  form  of  a  paste.     Some  time 

gative  medicines.     It  was  pursued  in  the  elapsed  before  any  improrement  took  place 

case  to  which  I  am  now  referring;  the  only  ad-  in  the  intellect  of  the  patient,  but  she  soon 

jnnct  to  purgatives  was  the  shower-bath,  and  obtained  a  remission  of  pain ;  »he  was  still 

the  patient  began  immediately  to  improve,  'silly,' as  thennraeandthepatients  in  the  ward 

and  was  soon  completely  well.     I  generally  observed.    However,  she  has  now  recovered 

begin  the  treatment  of  a  caae  of  chorea  by  an  entire  possession  of  her  faculties,  and  she 

ordering  a  black  draught  every  morning,  has  scarcely    any    remains  of  the    pain 

and  sometimes  find  this  all  that  is  required,  which  formerly  tormented  her :  her  only 

The  eases  of  chorea  which  I  have  found  suffering  is  for  a  short  time  after  the  issue 

eurable  by  purgative  medicines  alone  have  has  been  dressed.    There  seems  little  room 

been  those  of  boys :   I  know  not  whether  for  doubt  that  we  may  soon  venture  to 

this  may  be  accidoital,  bnt  I  rather  think  remove  it.    The  other  case,  to  which  1  have 

not.     In  most  instances,  in  females,  the  referred,  is  a  patient  of  Dr.  Wallis.    I  make 

nervous  system  appears  to  be  too  much  no  scruple  of  mentioning  it,  as  I  am  sure  he 

shaken,  and  the  brain  too  much  disordered,  would  not  object  to  my  so  doing.     This  girl 

to  be  thus    easily  curable  by  purgatives  laboured  under  typhoid  fever,  affecting  the 

unassisted,  and  that  especially  when  the  brain.      She  sank  into  a  state  of  complete 

disease  has  been  occasioned  by  a  fright.  .  coma ;    lay    perfectly    insensible,    passing 

In  diese  cases  metallic  tonics  are  found  to  her  evacuations  involuntarily,  and  incapable 

be  the  most  usefol  aujdliaries.    It  has  been  of  being  roused.    She  appeared  almost  mo- 

the  custom  to  use  chiefly  the  oxide  of  xino  ribund.    An  incision  was  made  over  the 

in  this  hospital :  we  find  it  the  most  effica-  sagittal  suture,  by  Dr.  Wallis's  direction. 

cioua  as  well  as  the  most  easily  administered  The  patient  became  soon  more  sensible,  and 

remedy  of  this  class ;  it  is  given  at  first  in  is  now  convalescent. 

small  doses,  as  5  or  6  grains,  three  times  a        This  method  of  applying  counter-irritation 

day,  which  are  gradually  increased  to  large  in  diseases  affecting  the  brain  has  been  until 

ones,  such  as  20  or  25  grains.    In  the  course  lately  neariy  peculiar  to  the  Bristol  Infir- 

of  25  years  I  have  seen  but  one  or  two  cases  mary.     I  irish  particularly    to  call  your 

in  this  Infirmary  in  which  this  remedy  foiled,  attention  to  the  foct  that  wenever  make  use 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  treatment  of  it  except  in  cases  of  the  most  severe  and 

seems  never  or  scarcely  ever  to  be  snccessfol  intractable  disease ;    it  is  a  severe  remedy, 

in  out-patients:    the  cause  is  obvious— a  though  more  so  in  appearance  than  in  reality, 

regular  and  simple  diet,  such  as  these  patienta  and  should  only  be  used  in  cases  in  which 

have  in  the  wards  of  the  Infirmary,  is  a  all  milder  means  have  fiuled,  or  afford  no 

necessary  condition  for  the  cure.  expectation  of  benefit.  I  have  been  informed 

We  have  in  the  infirmary  at  present  two  that  in  London  thb  practice  has  been  very 

cases  of  cerebral  disease,  which  have  been  much  censured.    It  has  been  represented 

treated  by  issues  on  the  scalp,  made  in  one  that  we  have  recourse  to  it  on  trivial  occa- 

instance  by  incision,  and  in  the  other  by  the  aions.    I  have  been  told  that  a  metropolitan 

application  of  caustic.     One  of  tiiese  cases  teadier  of  medicine,  when  going  through  a 

ia  that  of  a  young  woman,  named  Shipway,  hospitd  vrith  his  pupils,  ha^  been  heard  to 

in  No.  2 ;  and  the  other  of  a  girl,  named  address  a  patient,  having  some  oompara- 

Kirkby,  in  No.  4.     Mary  Aime  Shipway  tively  trifling  affection,  in  such  terms  ss 

had  been  neariy  twelve  months  in  the  Infir-  these :  —  "It   is  lucky  for  yon  that  you 

mary  before  the  issue  vras  ordered.    She  are  not  in  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  or  yon 

was  admitted  on  account  of  some  surgical  would  have  had  your  head  cut  open  before 

oomplaint,  and  afterwards  sent  into  the  me-  now  1"    If  any  of  yon  should  chance  to 

dical  wards :  there  she  Uboured  under  some  hear  observatioDs  of  this  kind,  you  will,  1 

pain  in  the  right  side  ofthe  head  under  the  pa-  am  sure,  correct  such  a  mistake,  and  assure 

rietal  bcoe.   Her  disorder  was  treated  by  the  the  party  under  so  erroneooB  an  impresrion 
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that  we  never  adopt  the  method  which  he  looked  at  an  object  placed  immediately 

cenaures,  but  in  cases  which  admit  of  no  before  her.     In  the  course  of  an  hour 

other  hopeful  means,  either  of  presenring  or  two  after  the  operation,   however, 

life  when  about  to  be  extinguished  by  dis<  she  acauired  the  power  of  directing  the 

ease  of  the  brain,  or  restoring  the  intellectual  i^^es  of  the  eyes  with  the  utmost  accu- 

faculties,   or  of  curing  amaurosis,  or  inve-  j^j^y  when  the  object  was  placed  before 

terate  cases  of  epilepsy ;  and  under  such  jjgy .      \^^i    n     ^^3      found,    if     she 

circumstance  it  has  been  found,  under  the  looked  at  any  thing  on  one  side  of  her, 

blessing  of  divine  Providence,  to  have  been  ^^^.  ^Y^en  the  external  rectus  of  that 

m  some  cases  completely  effectual.  ^^^  exerted   so  great  an  ascendancy 

""^ —  as  to  completely  turn  the  cornea  to  the 

AN  INQUIRY  INTO  BOMB  OF  THB  CON8B-.  extcmal  aii^lc  of  thc  Orbit,  whcu  she 

QUBNCBS   AND   CAUSES  OF  FAILURB  ^^W  tWO  objCCtS   lUStCad  of  OUC.      ThlS 

^y^j,^  undue  action  of  thc  external  rectus, 

^,.,«^  ^»«^^.«,^^,  «^«  •»««»  »*«««»    however,  was  more  marked  in  the  left 
NEW  OPERATION  FOR  THE  CURE  t^a^'  g^st  operated  upon,  than  in 

OP  STRABISMUS  OR  SQUINTING,  the  right,  in  which,  indeed,  it    now 

Bt.  B.  W.  Duffin,  Eso.  no  longer  exists ;  hence  I  am  in  hopes 

gg_^g^  that  m  the  course  of  a  short  time  longer 

__    ^-    --  J.    ,'  ^     ^  -  it  will  wholly  cease  in  the  left  eye 

[Jbr  the  Medical  Gazette.^  ^^      jl^^  ^^ts  of  these  two  cases 

suggest  several  very  important  and 
We  cannot  reflect  on  the  phenomena  interesting  queries  worthy  the  atten- 
which  characterised  the  two  last  cases  tive  consiaeration  of  the  physiologist, 
related  in  the  second  portion  of  this  the  accurate  solution  of  which  would 
communication  (Sept.  18)  without  at-  clear  up  much  of  the  difficulty  that 
tempting  some  solution  of  their  pecu-  attends  the  theory  of  that  singular  sym- 
lianties.  In  thc  first  patient,  it  will  be  path^r  which  exists  between  the  two 
recollected,  that  although  only  one  eye,  eves  in  order  that  their  axes  may  be 
the  left,  was  subjected  to  operation,  always  so  directed  to  the  same  object 
both  eyes  respectively  were  brought  as  to  render  vision  sinfi^le.  The  more 
under  an  undue  ascendancy  of  the  we  investigate  this  subject,  the  more 
external  rectus,  when  this  muscle  was  we  shall  be  struck  with  the  beautifid 
called  into  action  by  directing  the  axis  and  inexhaustible  resources  of  nature, 
of  the  eyes  to  an  object  placed  at  either  and  admire  the  consummate  wisdom, 
side  of  the  individual,  without  turning  skilly  and  beneficence,  with  which  she 
the  head.  When  the  girl  looked  at  adapts  them  to  the  accomplishment  of 
anything  placed  at  the  left>hand  side  the  end  in  view.  When  the  adductor 
of  her,  the  cornea  of  the  corresponding  muscle  is  cut  across,  and  the  eye  libe- 
eye  was  partially  buried  in  the  exter-  rated  completely  from  any  adventi- 
nal  canthus,  wnile  the  pupil  of  the  tious  or  other  attachment  that  may 
right  eye  was  not  movea  beyond  the  still  retain  it  in  its  unnatural  position, 
centre  of  the  orbit,  and  vice  vertd  when  the  abductor  muscle,  if  in  a  healthy 
the  object  was  placed  to  the  right  of  condition,  immediately  draws  the  pupil 
her ;  though  certainly  not  in  so  ^eat  to  the  visual  centre  of  the  orbit ;  for 
a  degree.  Her  sieht  was  under  either  the  true  centre  of  the  orbit  is  not  the 
circumstance  double,  and  the  position  natural  position  of  the  pupil  when  the 
of  the  eyes  that  of  a  very  unpleasant  eyes  are  directed  into  space.*  In  some 
leer ;  but  she  could  regard  an  object  instances,  immediately  after  the  adduc- 
placed  directly  before  ner  with  the  tor  is  divided,  the  cornea  is  turned 
most  perfect  accuracy.  In  the  second  somewhat  outwards,  and  remains  in  this 
case,  the  young  lady  squinted  with  situation  for  a  day  or  two,  or  even  much 
both  eyes,  though  in  no  verjr  remark*  longer — until,  a*  it  would  appear,  a  re- 
able  degree.  The  first  operation  on  the  union  is  effected  between  the  di  videdten- 
left  eye  was  attended  by  every  indica-  don  of  the  sclerotica,  which  generally 
tion  of  the  most  complete  success.  At  takes  place  within  fourteen  or  sixteen 
the  expiration  of  three  weeks  the  ten-  days;  the  new  attachment  being  a  little 
don  of  the  adductor  in  the  right  eye       •  i#  .  ^^^m  «,—„..»«,-..♦  1 a — ^ 

j»  'J  J  J  .  .  .1  ^%  ^  -i^  ^  •  If  a  careral  measureoient  be  made  whea 
was  divided,  and  mstantly  the  pupil  of  the  ma  ara  completely  qaiescent,  it  will  be 
the  left  was  turned  outwards,  and  vi-    found  that  the  papil  is  placed  id  a  very  trifllng^ 

rion  became  double  I  even  when  she    S2;SU"iu7..l3  t^Vrr'.^jie*" '•*• '*"*" 
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behind  the   original   insertion,   and,  each  other  in  all  the  oonsctitaneoas 

what  is  very  satisfaetory,  without  any  lateral  motions  of  the  eye  that  demand 

return  of  the  ori^nal  evil.  an  eflbrt  of  the  will.    The  external 

The  first  question  which  sug^^sts  it-  rectus,  for  example,  of  the  right  eye, 
selfis,  why  doesnot  the  abductor  m  every  is  the  antagonist  of  the  corresponding 
instance  turn  the  eye  outwards  when  internal  muscle,  but  its  controlling 
its  antagonist  muscle  is  divided  ?  The  power  is  seated  in  the  adductor  of  the 
most  simple  and  natural  reply  to  this  opposite  eye ;  and  thus  it  is  we  are 
query  seems  to  be  •  the  fact,  that,  in  a  enabled  to  direct  both  organs  laterally, 
state  of  health,  voluntary  muscles  have  so  as  to  make  their  axes  correspond, 
no  disposition  to  contract  unless  called  If,  then,  the  internal  muscle  of  the 
into  action  by  an  effort  of  the  will ;  .  left  eye  be  cut  across,  its  antagonist 
and  that  when  the  eye  is  restored  to  does  not  contract  unduly,  unless  from 
the  position  it  ou^ht  to  occupy,  the  the  temporary  cause  alluded  to,  because 
abductor  muscle  bemg  then  completely  it  is  still  in  connection  with  it«  con- 
relaxed,  will  not  draw  it  unduly  out-  trolling  power — the  adductor  of  the 
wards,  unless  that  effort  of  the  will  be  right  side,  and  the  nerves  which  sui>- 
exerted.  When,  however,  it  does  act  ply  it  with  enercy ;  and  were  it  to 
in  this  untoward  manner,  we  may  ar?ue,  turn  the  pupil  of  the  eye  to  which  it  is 
that  having  been  long  accustomed  to  attached  outwards,  the  adductor  of  the 
exert  its  influence  against  a  morbidly  other  eye,  with  which  it  operates  con- 
contracted  anta^nist,  and  other  sources  sentaneously,  would  turn  the  pupil  of 
of  opposition,  it  may  have  acquired  the  eye  to  which  it  belongs  inwards — 
more  than  natural  powers  of  contrac-  an  effect  it  only  produces  when  called 
tion«  But  these  cease  in  the  course  of  into  action  by  an  eflRsrt  of  the  will, 
a  short  time,  being  lost  either  from  But  if  the  adductor  of  the  rig^ht  eye  is 
want  of  practice,  or  from  being  met  by  much  contracted,  and  an  obliquity  ex- 
an  equivalentdegree  of  resistance  when  ists  in  this  eye  also,  then  it  is  possible 
a  new  union  takes  place  between  the  that  the  direction  of  the  pupil  out- 
divided  tendon  and  the  eyebaU.  Should  wards  may  not  proceed  from  the  cause 
there  exist  a  considerble  cast  in  the  already  alluded  to,  but  from  that  ner- 
oHier  eye,  then  we  have  an  additional  vous  sympathy  which  regulates  the 
power  from  this  undue  contraction,  consentaneous  actions  of  the  two  eyes; 
We  must  recollect,  in  such  case,  that  more  especially  when  the  person  di- 
when  the  individual  looks  outwards  to  recta  the  pupils  to  an  object  placed  at 
the  side  that  has  been  the  subject  of  one  side  of  him.  It  will  be  remem- 
operation,  the  other  eye  will  be  turned  bered  that  as  the  one  pupil,  under 
more  than  naturally  towards  the  nasal  these  circumstances,  is  nearly  buried  in 
canthus,  and  that  the  effort  to  render  the  inner  canthus,  so  the  other  must 
the  axes  of  the  two  eves  in  this  direc-  turn  very  much  outwards,  in  order  that 
tion  more  correct  has  been  favoured  by  the  axis  of  each  msy  correspond, 
die  division  of  the  adductor  or  antago-  If  we  proceed  still  further  in  this 
Hiring  force;  hence  the  eye  will  be  inquiry,  and  examine  the  anatomical 
morbidly  directed  outwards,  in  order  distribution  of  the  nerves,  we  are  at 
that  its  axis  may  correspond  with  its  once  struck  with  the  omniscient  fore- 
faulty  companion.  sight  evinced  in  this  particular.    Were 

But  it  sometimes  happens,  we  have  the  external  and  internal  recti  muscles 

seen,  that  the  eye  not  subjected'  to  supplied  with  energy  from  the  same 

opeiation  is  directed  outwards  as  well  source,  the  third   nerve,    the  conse- 

88  that  in  which  the  tendon  has  been  quence  would  be,  that  when  these  or- 

eut.    How,  then,  are  we  to  explain  this  gans    are    called  upon  to  contract  by 

apparent  anomaly  ?    The  abductor  and  an  effort  of  the  will,  they  would  do  so 

adauctor,  it  is  true,  are  antagonist  mus-  simultaneously,  and  thus  the  eye  would 

cles,  but  their  actions  are  performed  remain  fixed  between  two  antagonising 

quite  independent  of  each  other.    The  forces.    But  fortunately  these  muscles 

controlling   power  of  each  is  to  be  are  not  supplied  with  enercy  from  the 

sought  for  in  the  corresponding  mus-  same   source,   the  intern^,  superior, 

cles  of  the  opposite  eyes  respectivelv  :  and  inferior  recti,  all  deriving  their 

i.  e.  the  abductor  of  the  one,  and  the  energy  from  the  third  pair  of  nerves, 

adductor  ofthe  other,  aetin  concert,  and  whHe  the  external  rectus  is  supplied 

modify  or  restrain  the  irregularities  of  by  the  sixth  pair. 
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On  the  other  hand,  were  the  func-  ther  at  various  points  of  their  course 
tions  of  the  abductors  not  controlled  by  in  a  most  remarl^ble  manner,  aa  will 
the  nervous  communication  that  suh-  presently  be  demonstrated.  Indeed 
sists  between  them  and  the  adductor  they  become  sufficiently  identical,  if  I 
muscles  of  the  oppposite  eyes  respec-  may  so  express  myself,  to  perfonn  the 
lively,  we  should  find  both  of  the  ex-  functions  of  one  nerve.  When,  there- 
temal  recti  to  be  excited  into  contrac-  fore,  the  eye  is  directed  unduly  to  ^^ 
tion  simultaneously  by  the  same  act  of  outer  angle  of  the  orbit,  after  the  in- 
volition ;  the  consequence  of  which  temal  rectus  is  divided,  we  can  only 
w^ould  be,  tliat  both  eyes  would  turn  to  explain  the  circumstance  by  suppos- 
the  external  angles,  instead  of  the  one  ing  that  the  antagonising  muscle  no 
being  turned  inwa^  and  the  other  longer  meeting  wi^  the  physical  re- 
outwards,  as  nature  so  vrisely  de-  sistanees  whicn  has  rendered  it  uno- 
signed.  auaUy  powerful^  contracts,  pro  temfore^ 

^Vhen  the  eyes,  then,  are  fixed  on  an  more  tnan  is  desirable,  because  it  is 

object  placed  at  either  side  of  the  indi-  in  reality  ih^  strraiffer  muscle,  although 

vidual,  the  adductor  of  the  one  eye  and  till  the  eye  was  liberated  this  did  not 

the  abductor  of  the  other  act  in  con-  appear  to  be  the  case, 

cert.  The  truth  is,  as  before  stated,  it  had 

If  the  internal  rectus  of  the  left  eye,  to  contend  not  only  against  its  mor- 

for  example,  be  divided,  the  eye  does  bidly  shortened  antagonist,  but  also 

not  turn  unduly  outwards  when  the  against  a  thickened,  contracted,  and 

pupils  are  directed  to  an  object  placed  perhaps  adherent  condition  of  the  sub- 

at  the  left  hand  of  the  individual,  be-  muscular  cellular  tissue,  which  to  a 

cause  the  left  eve,  in  such  case,  acts  in  certain  extent  bound  tlie  eye  in  its 

concert  with  tne  right,  and  the  ner-  abnormal  position, 

vous  energy  by  which  each  is  respec-  The  unnatural  porition  of  the  eye 

tively  controlled  remains  entire;  the  outwards,  therefore,  under  such  cireom- 

sixth  nerve  on  the  one  side,  and  the  stances,  is  seldom  of  long  duration;  the 

third  nerve  on  the  other.    That  the  renstance  being  destroyed  the  eause  of 

abductor,    therefore,  should  contract  in<?reased  power  in  the  muscle  ceases, 

beyoud  the  desired  extent,  when  its  and  in  a  snort  time  the  eye  is  restored 

antagonising  adductor  is  divided,  is  not  to  its  natural  position, 

natural,  because  the  muscle  and  nerve  This  explanation,  it  may  be  argued, 

by  which  its  contractions  are  sympa^  clears  up  uie  difficulty  very  fiurly,  as 

thetically  controlled,  and  by  the  con-  reoards  the  young  person  in  whom 

sentaneous  influence  of  which  vision  is  omy  one  eye  was  operated  upon ;  but 

rendered  single,   remain  unimpaired,  it  does  not  explain  tne  other,  m  whic^ 

Besides,  it  will  be  remembered,  that  the  nomal-direction  of  the  pupUs  oc« 

after  an  eve  has  been  operated  upon  ourred,  until  the  operation  nan  been 

successfully,  the  individual  is  no  loneer  performed  on  the  second  eve  also.   In 

capable  of  directing  the  pupil  inwards ;  Uiis  case  it  araears  to  me  tbat  the  ab- 

and  that  consequently,  as  the  eyes  per-  ductor  of  the  left  side  did  not  evince  any 

form  their  functicms  and  movements  disposition  to  inordinate  action  when 

in  concert,  the  controlling  power  which  its  antagonising  adductor  muscle  was 

retains  their  axes  parallel  under  ordi-  divided,  because  it  had  not  acquired 

nary  circumstances,  even  when  both  anv  undue  contractile  power,  ana  was 

adductors  are  divided,  will  have  a  dis-  still  under  the  natural  mfluence  of  the 

position  to  restrain  the  contractions  of  right  eye,  and  the  nerves  by  which 

die  abductors  within  natural  limits  ;  the  muscle  is  supplied.    The  obliquity 

although,  in  every  instance,  they  may  of   vision   moreover   was  not   great, 

not  be   sufficient   for   that  purpose,  and  the  motions  of  the  eye  by  volun- 

The  two  muscles  that  contract  toge-  tary  effort  were  very    free :  hence  we 

ther  to  produce  ^e  same  movement  in  mav  conclude,  that  Uie  external  rectus 

both  eyes,  viz.  the  two  adductors,  are  haa  not  been  habituated  to  contend 

supplied  with  nerves  from  the  same  against  any  unnatural  resistance,  which 

source,  while  those  which  produce  in  might  strengthen  its  ordinary  powers 

each  eye  a  different  movement  calcu-  of  contraction.    But  for  what  reason, 

loted  to  fulfil  the  same  end,  are  supplied  as  soon  as  the  second  operation  was 

with  different  nerves ;  but  these  nerves,  performed,  both  abductors  shonldevinee 

it  will  be  recollected,  are  united  toge-  a  disposition,  when  called  into  action, 
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to  draw  the  pupil  nnduly  outwards,  is  In  addition  to  this  identity  of  orij^n, 

not  Y^  clear.    It  is  true  the  nrascles  the  third  and  sixth  nerves  commtmf* 

with  wnich  they  each  previously  acted  cate  very  freelv  in  the  cavernous  sinns, 

in  concord  were  severed  from  their  by  means  of  tne  carotid  plexus ;    and 

attachments,  but  the  nervous  power  indirectly  through  the  medium  of  the 

b^  which  their  contractions  were  ex-  ciliary  ganglion,  carotid  plexus,   and 

cited  and  controlled  remained  the  same,  supenor    cervical  -  p^glion    of    the 

There  evidently  existed,  therefore,  some  sympathetic  nerve.    The  first  of  these 

further   sympathy  between    the  two  oommimications  is  established  between 

muscles  respectively,  dependent  upon  the  inferior  division  of  the  third  nerve, 

their  integrity,  and  this  ceased  as  soon  which   supplies   the   internal    rectus 

their  attachments  were  destroyed,  and  muscle,  ana  the  ciliary  £|anglion;  the 

will  I  have  no  doubt  be  restored  when  last    between    the    sixth,    and    the 

they  have  formed  new  insertions  into  superior  cervical  ganglion ;  while  the 

the  sclerotic  coat.  carotid  plexus  is  the  bond  of  com^ 

There  are  two  causes,  therefore,  to  munication  between  both. 

which  we  may  ascribe  undue  contrac-  

tion  of  the  external  recti  muscles,  when  But  there  are  other  causes  of  failure, 

the  eye  is  liberated  at  its  internal  peri-  of  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 

phery,    and  this  untows^   circum-  the  surgeon  should  be  fully  apprized, 

stance  supervenes.  previous  to  subjecting  his  patient  to 

When  it  happens  in  the  eye  that  is  operation ;  that  his  sanguine  expecta- 

the  subject  of  operation,  we  may  pre-  tions  of  success  may  not  be  disappointed. 

Slime  it  to  be  owing  to  the  abductor  and  his   prognosis  belie  his  practice, 

having  acquired  unusual  power  durine  When,  durin?  childhood,  the  eyes  have 

the  continuance  of  the  obliquity,  ana  been  re{>eatedly  affected  with  stnimous 

exerting  that  power  as  soon  as  it  is  at  or  other  inflammation,  of  which,  in 

liberty  to  do  so.    In  such  case  it  will  the  absence  of  more  positive  informa- 

cease  when  the  acquired  energy  ceases  tion,  we  often  perceive  evidence  in  the 

to  exist,  or  the  antagonising  muscle  existence  of  neouloe  and  specks  on  the 

becomes   re-united  to  the  sclerotica,  cornea,  we  may  find  the  whole  of  the 

When  it  occurs  in  the  opposite  eye  to  muscles  and  investing  cellular  tissue  of 

that  which  haa  been  tne  subject  of  the  eye,  so  extremely  adherent  to  the 

operation,  it  proceeds  from  the  destruc-  sclerotica,  that  it  would  be  imprudent 

tion  of  that  restraint  which  the  abduc-  to  detach  them  to  the  extent  necessary 

tor  derived  from  its  nervous  connection  to  liberate  the  globe  in  a  sufficient 

with  the  adductor  of  the  opposite  eye ;  degree  to  admit  of  its  assuming  the 

the  third  and  the  sixth  pair  of  nerves  proper  position,  even  were  the  rectus 

mutually  influencing  and  controllins^  ana  membranous  attachments  on  the 

each  other  in  the  simultaneous  lateral  exterior  of  the  organ  to  have  escaped 

motions  of  the  eyes.  As  already  stated,  the  ravages  of  the  disease,  but  which, 

if  we  consider  the  connection  between  under    such     circumstances,     seldom 

the  third  and  sixth  pair  of  nerves  ana-  happens.      When,  then,  we  find  the 

tomically,  we  shall  findit  to  be  in  reality  motions  of  the  eye  very  limited,  and 

extremely  intricate  and  complicated ;  that  the  patient  is  incapable  of  bring- 

and,  as  would  now  appear,  for  a  very  ing  the  pupil  by  an  effort  of  his  will  to 

evident  and  important  reason.  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  having  pre- 

The  third  nerve  (motor  oculi),  and  viously  suffered  inflammation,  either 

8ixthnerve(abducensoculi),  both  arise  during  childhood,  from   accident,  or 

from  the  track  of  the  fibres  of  the  cor-  other  causes,  we  should  consider  well 

pus  pyramidale    (tractus     motorius).  the  probable  deme  of  success  before 

These  fibres  are  continued  through  the  we  operate.     I  nave  met  with  a  few 

pons  varolii  into  the  eras  cerebri  ;  so  examples  of  this  description  in  my  own 

that  although  the  sixth  nerve  issues  practice,  and  have  witnessed  several  in 

from  the  brain,  at  the  upper  part  of  that  of  other  surgeons.     In  one  in- 

the  corpus  pyramidale,  and  the  third  stance,  a  man  operated  upon  in  Not- 

from  tne  crus  cerebri,  they  may  be  tingham,  on  one  eye,  by  my  friend  Mr. 

considered,  in    |)oint   of  origin    and  J.  N.  Thompson,  and  on  the  other  by 

function,  as  a   single    nerve,    merely  myself,    the    whole  of  the  investing 

separated  by  the  breadth  of  the  pons  structures  of  the  inner  periphery   of 

varolii.  the  eye  were  found  to  be  thickened, 
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/contracted,  and  infiltntted  to  such  «  Irom  which  it  would  appear  that  tht 
degree,  that  they  cut  like  cartilage,  and  muscle  was  not  only  bound  down  by 
required  both  extensive  and  caieftd  morbid  adhesion,  but  had  also  been 
dissection  from  the  sclerotica.  kept  on  the  stretch  for  so  long  a  time 
Fortunately  the  mischief  was  con-  that  it  had  lost  its  contractile  power  $ 
fined  to  the  inner  portion  of  the  sclo-  and  that  it  was  from  this  state  of  pre- 
rotic  surfiice,  so  that  when  the  eye  tematural  tension  only,  that  it  re- 
was  liberated  at  this  part,  the  external  covered :  just  as  the  muscular  fibres  of 
muscle  had  power  to  draw  the  pupil  the  bladder  lose,  pro  tempore,  their 
into  its  proper  situation,  and  the  case  contractile  power,  when  this  viscos 
did  well.     This  man  had  two  small  has  been  over  distended  by  retention  of 

•  specks  on  the  one  eye,  and  a  nebulous  urine. 

opacity  on  the  other.     Notwithstand-  Although  only  partially  successful, 

ing  this  disadvantage,  his  vision  was  as  was  anticipatea,  my  patient    was 

much  improved  b^  the  operation,  as  much  gratified  by  the  operation,  as  she 

his  eyes  were  previously  buried  in  an  suffered   very    trifling   inconvenience 

unusual  manner  in  the  nasal  canthus,  from  it,  and  it  materially  improved 

from  which  position  he  could  move  her  sight ;  indeed  in  a  much  greater 

them    but  in  a  very  slight    degree,  degree  than  could  have  been  expected, 

being  only  able  to  bring  the  pupils,  by  considering  that  the  eye  was  deprived 

the  greatest  effort  of  the  will,  to  a  point  of  its  lens. 

scarcely  midway  between  the   inner  The  fact  of  the  external  muscle  re- 

canthus,  and  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  quiring  time  to  recover  the  contractile 

His    sight  was  defective,  I  imagine,  power,  of  which  it  would  seem  that  it 

not  only  because  he  could  not  see  any  is  deprived  by  long-continued  exten- 

objcct  he  looked  at  with  both  eyes  at  sion,  1  have  frequently  witnessed,  and 

the  same  time,  but  because  it  was  diffi-  always  found  in  such  case   that  the 

^t  for  him  to  turn  the  eyes  sufficiently  patient  was  unable  to  bring  the  pupil 

outwards  to  admit  of  the  object  being  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit    previous  to 

depicted  on  the  sentient  part  of  the  operation. 

retina  destined  to  transmit  visual  im-  A  remarkable  example  of  thisoeeurred 
pressions  to  the  sensorium.  May  it  to  me  at  Derby,  when  I  was  assisted  by 
not  happen,  also,  when  strabismus  is  Mr.  Douglas  Fox,  Mr.  Wright,  Mt. 
very  marked,  and  the  eye  confined,  as  Godwin,  and  other  surgeons  of  that 
in  this- example,  that  tne  optic  nerve  town,  who  very  kindly  procured  a  large 
suffers  inconvenience  from  being  number  of  patients,  for  the  purpose  of 
slightly  bent  on  itself;  partial  amau-  aiding  in  making  the  present  ooserva- 
rosis  being  a  frequent  attendant  on  tions.  In  the  case  alluded  to,  the 
squinting.  woman  was  unable  to  turn  the  pupils 
I  afterwards  operated  upon  a  lady  sufficiently  towards  the  centre  of  the 
whose  right  eye  was  turned  so  mucn  orbit  to  expose  the  whole  of  the  cornea 
inwards  that  it  was  with  difficulty  to  view.  Both  eyes  were  liberated  by 
she  could  draw  the  pupil  from  the  the  operation,  but  a  considerable  time 
nasal  canthus :  this  patient  had  been  elapsed  before^  the  £QpilB  approached 
twice  couched  for  opacity  of  the  lens  their  proper  site.  They  dia  so,  how- 
in  this  eye,  and  had,  on  each  occasion,  ever,  as  much  as  could  he  expected,  be- 
suffered  from  severe  inflammation,  fore  she  left  the  room,  and  tne  case  has 
She  informed  me  that  the  obliquity  since,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Fox,  im- 
of  ^e  eye  had  been  considerably  in-  proved  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
creased,  and  its  freedom  of  motion  She  v^hs  almost  entirely  amaurotic  be- 
much  diminished,  by  the  inflammatoty  fore  the  operation^  and  recovered  her 
attacks  she  had  experienced.  vision,  so  as  to  distinguish  small  objects, 
I  found  the  same  amalgamation  of  within  an  hour  afterwards.  About  ten 
muscular,  tendinous,  and  cellular  tissue  days  ago  I  operated  on  a  similar  case, 
in  this  case  that  I  have  ^ready  described,  and  a  week  elapsed  before  the  eye  was 
After  the  operation,  the  abauctor  could  restored  to  its  proper  site, 
not  turn  the  pupil  outward,  though  it  Another  cause  of  failure,  and  one  of 
was  able  to  draw  it,  by  an  effort  of  the  much  more  importance  than  any  yet 
will,  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  discussed,  is  paralysis  of  the  abductor, 
gradu^ly,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  or  adductor  muscle.  I  have  not  seen 
It  acquired  considerably  more  power ;  a  case  exemplifying  the  former,  but 

669. — ^xxvii.  C 
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can  leadily  imagine  the  possibility  of  cerebral  or  gastric  disotdef ,  teethings, 

the  occurrence,  because  I   have  seen  convulsions,  vermination,  or  acute  dis- 

three  cases  of  the  latter.      In  one  of  ease. 

these,  unfortunately,  the  tendon  of  the  The  permanency  of  strabismus  should 
external  rectus  was  cut  by  a  friend  of  be  well  established  before  any  opera- 
mine  in  the  country  ;  the  case  being  at  tion  is  had  recourse  to. 
first  regarded  as  an  example  of  contract-  When  not  congenital,  the  disorder 
ed  abductor.  It  proved,  however,  to  is,  no  doubt,  ninety-nine  times  out  of 
be  the  contrary-— paralysis  of  the  in-  a  hundred  a  sympathetic  spasmodic 
ternal  rectus.  This  might  have  been  affection,  more  or  less  evanescent  or 
discovered  before  the  operation,  had  intermittent  in  its  nature,  and  should 
the  surgeon  been  on  his  guard,  because  for  a  length  of  time  be  regarded  as  such, 
there  were  other  evidences,  such  as  The  period  at  which  it  may  be  view- 
slight  ptosis  and  impaired  volition  as  ed  in  any  other  light  will,  of  course, 
regarded  the  movements  of  the  eye  vary  in  different  individuals,  and  must 
inwards,  sufficient  to  Ppint  out  the  true  be  dependent  on  a  multitude  of  circum- 
nature  of  the  case.  There  was,  how-  stances,  of  which  every  practitioner  is 
ever,  no  loss  of  power  in  the  retina;  capable  of  judging,  when  once  his 
her  sight  was  good.  She  had  suffered  attention  is  directed  to  the  subject,  and 
much  during  childhood  from  cerebral  which,  therefore,  need  not  be  insisted 
disease,  accompanied  by  convulsions.  on  in  the  present  remarks. 

I  have  at  present  a  very  remarkable  „^  ungham  PUcc,  Regent  street, 

case  of  paralysis  under  my  care,  m  Sept.  is,  1840. 

which  the  eves  are  both  turned  out- 

wards,  the  left  completely,  ^thoueh  ffTATRMENT  of  the  case 

the  loss  of  muscular  power  in  the  limbs  statement  of  the  cask 

is  on  the  r\ght  side  of  the  body.    The  o» 

affection  of  the  eyes  occurred  at  the  ALEXANDER  M*LACHLAN  SMITH, 

moment  of  paralytic  seizure,  and  singu-  .«^.„^.«  «.  . 

II                     *l-              •       aU          1                       ®  •  ACaUITTED  or  A 

larly  enough,  as  in  the  above  case,  is 

limited  to  8ie  adductor  muscles.  charoi  of  murdsr  at  th«  lat« 

Another  cause  of  failure  is  want  of  yorx  assizbs  ; 

judgment  in    selecting   the    cases    of  With  Observation*  on  the  Plea  qfln9amiy 

strskbismus  that  are  proper  for  opera-  •»  CWmtiifli  Caeee* 

tion.    Unfortunately,  such  is  the  mania  n*.  n  . .   \xt 

for  this  operation,  that  all  who  squint  ^    "^  7^"      "        '    ^ 

are  deemed  proper  subjecte  for  the  test  ^""^^  *^  *^«  ^^*  ""^  ^""^ 

of  surgical  sxilL    But  there  are  nume-  [Jbr  the  Medieat  Gazette."} 

rous  examples,  in  addition  to  those  I  

have  indicated,  that  ought  not  to  be  TtfE  trial  of  Edward  Oxford  for  at- 
treated  by  this  means.  tempting  to  shoot  the  Queen,  and  the 
^  A  girl  was  shewn  to  me  who  had  recent  acquittal  on  the  ground  of  insa- 
been  operated  upon,  and  whose  eyes  nity,  at  the  York  Assizes,  of  Alexander 
afterwards  turned  spasmodically  in  M'Lachlan  Smith,  charged  with  the 
every  possible  direction.  On  inquiry  murder  of  a  policeman  at  Huddersfield, 
I  found  she  had  twice  suffered  from  have  given  nse  to  many  remarks  on  the 
chorea,  and  that  the  squint  was  a  responsibility  of  lunatics,  and  fears 
sequela  of  that  disorder.  At  times,  for  have  been  expressed  in  many  quarters 
weeks  together,  no  obliquity  of  vision  as  to  the  danger  of  readily  admitting 
'  was  perceptible ;  the  affection  would  the  plea  of  insanity  where  individuals 
.  then  recur,  and  continue  for  an  indefi-  are  convicted  of  atrocious  crimes, 
nite  period.  Her  eyes  were  veiy  un-  The  branch  of  legal  medicine  which 
steady,  and  it  was  quite  evident  that  relates  to  the  question  of  insanity  is 
these  relapses  were  local  returns  of  her  assuredly  of  great  interest  and  para- 
former  ailment,  dependent,  in  all  pro-  mount  importance,  both  to  the  indi- 
bability,  on  disordered  bowels,  teinpo-  viduals  implicated  in  the  inquiry,  and 
rary  mental  or  other  irritation.  The  to  the  community  at  large ;  and  whe- 
treatment  in  this  instance  should  have  ther  it  affects  the  custody  of  the  person, 
been  medical ;  and  so  it  should  be  in  the  care  of  the  estate,  or  the  graver 
all  cases  which  we  are  informed  are  question  of  the  resjponsibflity  of  indi- 
intermittent,  and  seem  to  depend  on  viduiUs  accused  oi  criaunal  acts,  the 
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^Lccision  in  each  particular  instance  de-  leric  temperament,  37  y^anr  of  age. 
manda  the  most  serious  and  attentive  He  states  that  he  has  hcen  the  suhject 
consideration.  With  regard  to  the  re-  of  epilcntic  fits  upwards  of  sixteen 
sponsibility  of  lunatics,  it  has  always  years.  It  is  ascertained  that,  when  he 
been  acknowledged  in  general  terms,  resided  in  Stirling,  he  had  very  fre- 
that  insane  persons  are  not  accountable  quent  paroxysms ;  and  he  is  described 
for  their  actions,  and  that  in  acquitting  hj  persons  who  hai  repeated  opportu- 
-them  of  crimes  with  which  they  might  nities  of  witnessiag  these  fits  as  ueing 
be  charged,  the  community  very  pro-  violent  and  furious  in  his  conduct,  both 
perly  are  satisfied  with  requiring  that  when  they  were  comin?  on,  and  when 
they  should  be  kept  in  safe  custody,  to  they  were  going  off.  In  the  state  of 
prevent  a  repetition  of  similar  offences,  excitemeqt  nreccding  the  epileptic  pa- 
in order  to  substantiate  the  plea  of  roxysm  he  nas  without  any  provoca- 
insanity  under  these  circumstances,  it  tioo,  and  while  surrounded  by  other 
-has  been  rightly  held  that  it  should  persons,  attempted  to  cut  the  throat  of 
be  shewn  that  the  commission  of  the  iiis  master ;  and  he  has  in  the  most 
crime  resulted  from  the  delusion^  or  savage  manner  seized  his  wife  by  the 
particular  form  of  insanity,  under  which  throat,  so  that  "she  could  hardly  dis- 
the  individual  laboured  at  the  time  of  engage  his  gripe."  It  was  not  unususil 
its  perpetration*  In  the  case  of  Alex,  for  him,  when  the  fit  was  coming  on. 
Smith  it  will  be  seeUi  bv  an  examina-  to  take  off  his  clothes  and  attempt  to 
tion  of  the  evidence  aoduced  on  the  run  naked  into  the  street ;  or  if  he  had 
trial,  and  by  other  facts  connected  with  been  taken  with  a  fit  in  the  street,  to 
his  history,  that  the  crime  with  which  strip  himself  naked  on  the  spot,  if  not 
he  was  chai]gied  naturally  resulted  from  prevented.  It  is  also  stated  that, 
the  ciioomstances  in  which  he  wbs  "when  recovering  from  the  fits,  he  was 
placed  in  connexion  with  his  peculiar  very  violent,  and  given  to  strike  every 
physical  condition.  one  about  him,  especially  if  they  tried 
The  difference  of  opinion  which  at  to  keep  him  from  running  into  the 
present  obtains  on  the  subject,  renders  street,  which  at  such  times  he  always 
it  very  desirable  that  cases  of  this  de-  wished  to  do.' '  One  individual  who 
scription,  which  have  been  the  subject  lived  near  Smith  says,  that  "  about 
of  leeal  investigation  and  decision,  twelve  years  ago  he  was  called  in 
shoula  be  fairly  laid  before  the  public,  by  the  neighbours  to  assist  in  keep- 
more  especially  with  reference  to  the  ing  him  down  in  bed,  where  he  was 
members  of  the  legal  and  medical  pro-  lym^,  furious,  kicking  at,  and  trying 
fessions,  to  whom  the  community  are  to  hit  those  about  him,  and  this  con- 
accustomed  to  look  for  opinions  and  tinned  a  long  time."  His  wife  states, 
decisions  in  cases  of  real  or  supposed  "  that,  in  general,  after  a  fit,  till  he  got 
insanity.  The  consideration  and  dis-  sleep,  he  w&s  like  one  out  of  his  mind, 
cnssion  to  which  the  statement  of  such  and  regardless  what  he  did."  He  ac- 
cases  gives  rise,  is  likely  to  lead  to  knowledges  himself  that,  prior  to  his 
greater  precision  in  the  determination  having  hts,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
of  questions,  often  involved  and  ambi-  drinking  whiskey  to  excess ;  but  that 
^nious,  and  yet  affecting  most  seriously  since  he  had  been  so  affected,  he  has 
the  right  of  individums  to  property,  not  allowed  himself  to  indulge  in  in- 
liberty,  and  life  itself.  Justice  de-  toxicatin^  liquors,  on  account  of  the 
mands  that  the  grounds  on  wliich  insa-  ^reat  excitement  they  produced;  and 
nity  is  admitted  as  a  plea  of  exculpation  me  parties  who  knew  him  between 
from  punishment,  or  as  a  ground  of  four  or  five  years  ago  describe  binr)  as 
exclusion  from  social  rights,  should  be  a  sober  man. 

as  uniform  as  possible.  When  he  first  came  to  England  is 
Under  these  impressions,  and  having  not  known;  but  early  in  the  summer 
been  called  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  of  1839  he  is  found  at  a  lodging-house 
the  sanity  of  Alexander  Smith,  at  the  for  labourers  at  Elland,  near  Hudders- 
late  Assizes,  I  have  drawn  up  the  fol-  field,  where  he  has  frequent  attacks  of 
lowing  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  epilepsy — sometimes  four  or  five  fits  in 
case,  and  of  liie  grounds  on  which  my  one  day,  and  frequently  three  or  four 
judgment  was  formed.  in  as  many  successive  aays :  the  inter- 
Alex.  M.  Smith  is  a  short  athletic  val  was  sometimes  a  fortnight,  and  at 
man,  with  light  red  hair,  of  the  cbo-  no   time   exceeded  a  month.      After 
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these  attacks  he  is  described  as  beine  us  limb  from  limb."    This  penon  also 

Teiy  outrageous  in  his  conduct,  ana  stiltes  that  he  believes  the  prisoner 

•*  awkwanl  to  manage,"  so  that  the  did  not  know  what  he  was  doing  dur- 

lodging-house  keeper  was  obliged  to  ing  the  three  days  he  lodged  at  his 

take  great  care  "not  to  vex  him."    The  house;  that  on  the  Tuesday  morning; 

lodging-house  keeper  distinctly  stated,  when  he  left  the  house,  "  he  looked 

in  his  evidence  on  the  trial,  that  *'  but  very  wild  with  his  eyes,  and  that  both 

for  the  lodgers  he  could  not  have  ma-  he  and  his  wife  were  quite  frightened 

naged  him ;"  and  even  with  their  help  of  him." 

he  was  sometimes  indebted  to  his  He  is  next  found  in  the  mai^et* 
neighbours  for  assistance.  "Thelodg-  place  at  Huddersfield,  where  his  ex* 
era  were  also  careful  to  avoid  any  cited  state  (increased  no  doubt  by 
thing  that  put  him  out ;  they  thought  some  intoxicating  liquor  given  him  by 
him  not  right  in  his  head."  Wlien  he  an  old  acquaintance)  attracts  attention, 
firet  went  out  into  the  village  after  and  is  mistaken,  bv  one  of  the  wit- 
these  attacks,  his  wild  anpearance  at-  nesses,  for  an  indication  of .  intelli- 
tracted  the  attention  of  tne  children ;  gence ;  which  his  ordinary  appearance 
and  his  irascibility  and  tendency  to  certainly  does  not  exhibit.  This  wit- 
violence  at  all  times  being  known,  he  ness  says,  "  there  was  something  about 
was  teazed  and  called  by  a  nick-name,  his  bold  uncompromising  manner  that 
<Alick  Gingerboj),  which  contributed  struck  me."  ffeje,  without  a  farthing 
to  increase  his  irritation ;  and  in  this  in  his  pocket,  he  attempts  to  bargain 
excited  state  he  has  run  after  them  with  for  the  whole  of  the  plants  on  the  stall 
an  open  knife  in  his  hand,  when  often-  of  sl  market  gardener : — ^he  then  sin- 
times  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  gles  out  a  particular  plant,  and  offen 
children  of  the  neighboura  escaped  twopence  for  it,  notwithstanding  the 
from  him  unhurt.  During  his  stay  at  garaener  had  told  him  the  price  of  it 
this  lodging-house,  and  within  a  few  was  one  shilling  and  sixpence :  he, 
months  of  his  stabbing  the  police  nevertheless,  assumes  the  plant  to  be 
'Officer,  he  was  tvrice  under  medical  care  his,  and  seizes  hold  of  it.  While  he 
for  inflammatory  afiRections  of  the  and  the  gardener  are  disputing,  a  po- 
brain,  marked  by  very  violent  con-  lice-officer  comes  up,  and  desires  Smith 
duct,  incoherent  language,  and  sleep-  to  cfive  up  the  plant  to  the  gardener ; 
lessness,  in  addition  to  the  other  brdi-  and  on  his  refusal  to  do  so  he  is  taken 
nary  symptoms  of  such  diseases.  One  into  custody,  and  conducted,  with  the 
of  these  attacks  occurred  without  any  assistanc^e  of  the  gardener,  to  the  lock- 
epileptic  fits.  On  these  occasions  he  up.  Already  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
was  treated  by  general  and  local  bleed-  ment,  he  becomes  exceedingly  irritated 
ings,  blisters,  setons,  &c.  &c.  with  tem-  by  the  interference  of  the  police  offi- 
porary  relief;  and  in  the  book  kept  cer,  and  still  more  so  by  the  means 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  Union  for  that  used  to  take  the  plant  from  him ;  the 
district,  he  was  returned  as  labouring  policeman  having  struck  him  a  violent 
*under  <*  temporary  insanity."  When  blow  on  the  knuckles  with  his  staff, 
he  left  these  lodgings  on  the  Friday  while  the  gardener  (with  whom  he 
preceding  the  day  (Tuesday)  of  the  had  the- original  dispute)  was  striving 
fatal  affiray  at  Hudderafield,  he  is  de-  to  wrest  the  plant  from  his  grasp.  In 
scribed  by  one  of  the  witnesses  as  this  furious  state  a  chain  is  put  upon 
being  ''very  cross  and  rough,"  dou-  him,  and  he  is  placed  in  the  cell,  where 
bling  his  fist  in  the  face  of  the  lodging-  he  evinces  maniacal  rage  by  talking  in 
house  keeper,  and  making  such  a  noise  a  most  incoherent  manner,  making  a 
as  drew  tne  neighboura  to  the  spot,  great  noise,  and  kicking  at  the  door, 
where  their  presence  had  become  need-  After  he  had  been  in  ttie  cell  about 
ful  for  the  old  man's  safety.  two  houra,  the  police-officera  go  to 
The  evidence  of  the  keeper  of  the  him  again;  and  as  soon  as  the  door 
lodging-house  to  which  he  then  re-  is  opened,  he  rushes  out,  and  with  his 
moved,  and  where  he  passed  the  three  mdenin&r  knife  (which  had  escaped 
days  and  nights,  previous  to  his  going  uie  search  previously  made  of  his  per- 
to  Hudderafield,  is  precisely  similar: —  son)  stabs  the  officer  who  had  struck 
"  He  was  in  a  very  cruel  state,  that  him  with  his  staff.  This  man  is  mor- 
is,  he  was  raving;  ne  said  he  would  tally  wounded  and  falls:  another  officer 
pull  us  to  pieces,  cut  us  up  and  draw  comes  to  his    assistance,   and  Smith 
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Blabs  him  also,  and  cuts  him  in  several  It  should  not  be  omitted  that  » 
places.  Smith  exults  in  having  "done  respectable  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
for  two*'  of  the  policemen ;  and,  swear-  £lland,  to  whose  shop  Smith  resocted- 
ing  at  another,  says  "he  will  do  for  him  for  medicines  to  allay  his  nervous  feeU 
yet."  After  the  knife  had  been  taken  ings,  gave  it  in  evidence,  that  having 
from  him,  and  he  had  been  secured,  he  had  very  frequent  opportunities  of 
again  says,  **  I  have  done  for  two  of  observing  that  peculiar  and  violent' 
the  b  6,  and  adds,  "  I'll  do  'fpr  conduct  of  Smith,  he  was  fully  con- 
other  iifty ;  then  England  will  be  free."  vinced  that  he  was  of  unsound  niind ; 

During  the  night  he  is  heard  sing-  and  so  settled  was  the  conviction  in 

ing :  the  next  day  before  the  coroner  the  mind  of  this  individual,  that  it  was* 

he  is  unmoved,  and  even  light  in  his  to  his  exertions  that  Smith  was  in- 

behaviour :  on  his  way  to  York  at  one  debted  for  the  inauiry  into  his  case, 

time  he  is  "  very  cheerful,  and  con«  and  the  defence  wnich  was  in  conse- 

veises  with  the  police  officer,  who  had  quence  set  up. 

him  in  charge,  about  horticulture,"  From  this  sketch  of  the  history  of 
^  not  at  all  impressed  with  the  horror  Smith,  it  appears — 
of  the  deed  he  had  done;"  at  another  1st.  That  during  the  last  sixteen 
he  is  sullen,  and  refuses  to  speak ;  years  he  has  been  subject  to  frequent 
and,  on  one  occasion,  he  is  very  vio-  attacks  of  epilepsy, 
lent  Whilst  he  is  in  York  Castle,  ■  2ndly.  That  a  few  months  prior  to 
notwithstanding  the  prison  diet  and  the  afiray  at  Huddersfield,  he  had 
the  medical  discipline  to  which  he  is  been  twice  under  medical  care  for  in- 
subjected,  he  has  returns  of  the  epi-  fkunmatory  affection  of  the  brain,  and 
l^psy,  i^d  frequently  quarrels  with  had  been  reported  to  the  PcAr  Law 
his  ielLow  prisoners.  Union  as  labouring  under  "  temporarjr 

At  an  interview  which  I  had  with  insanity." 

him  a  few  days  before  his  trial,  when  3rdly.    That   his    violent  conduct 

he  was  reminded  of  the  crime  with  and  incoherent  language,  which  j)re-^ 

which  he    was  charged,  and  that  if  ceded  and  followed  the  epileptic  fits, 

convicted  he  must  suffer  the  extreme  had  given  rise  to  the  belief  in  the 

sentence  of  the  law,  he  neither  ap-  minds  of  those  who  had  the  most  fre- 

peared  to  feel  any  regret  for  what  he  auent  opportunities  of  observing  him, 

nad  done,  nor  did  he  express  the  least  that  at  those  times,  at  least,  he  was  not 

alarm  or  apprehension  re^rding  the  in  his  right  mind^  and  did  not  know 

result  of  the  trial.    This  indifference  what  he  aid. 

was  accounted  for  by  his  subsequent  4thly.  That  there  was  a  continued 
statement  that  since  he  had  been  in  state  of  morbid  irritability  of  the  brain, 
prison  he  had  had  communications  which  rendered  him  peculiarly  irasci- 
nrom  Jesus  Christ,  one  of  which  was  ble  and  violent  when  any  real  or  ima-^ 
made  by  means  of  two  notes  applied  ginary  insult  was  offered  him :  this* 
to  kit  breast ;  and  that  these  com-  state  of  irascibility  and  violence 
munications  from  his  Saviour  had  guickly  passed  into  uncontrollable 
made  him  comfortable,  and  set  his  niry,  aad  a  disposition  to  gratify  the 
mind  atease,  so  that "  he  considered  him-  most  ihiplacable  revenge, 
self  i»f?»  let  whatever  would  happen."  5thly.  That  the  repeated  attacks  of 
He  also  entered  into  a  wild  and  inco-  epilepsy,  and  the  recurrence  of  an  in- 
herent account  of  his  view^s  regarding  fiammatory  condition  of  the  brain,  had 
the  miraculous  conception  of  Jesus  impaired  his  imderstanding,  weakened 
Christ,  the  nature  of  the  new  birth,  his  judgment,  and  perverted  his  af- 
&c.  &c.  fections  or  moral  fbelings.    Hence  his 

During  this  conversation  with  Smith,  delusions   regarding  the  communica- 

it  was  evident  to  me  that  he  has  a  very  tions  from  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  indif- 

imperfect   recollection  of  what  takes  ference  with  regard  to  the  crime  with 

place  whilst  he  is  in  the  state  of  ex-  which  he  was  charged,  and  the  punish- 

citement  which    either   precedes   or  ment  which  probably  awaited  him. 

follows  the  fits;    and  in  several  in-  And^fithly.  That  on  man^ occasions, 

stances  it  appears,  from  incidents  of  and  particularly  at  any  time  during 

his  history,  tnat  his  most  outrageous  the  days  previous  to  the   affray,    at 

attacks  and  assaults  upon  those  about  Huddersfield,  any  competent  medical 

him  are  afterwards  entirely  forgotten,  practitioner  who  should  nave  examined 
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bun,  would,  withoat  hesitadon,  have  victim  has  fallen  asleep,  and  then  cut9 

certified  him  to  be  insane,  and  a  proper  his  throat,  for  the  purpose  of  conceal- 

object  for  ooofinement  in  a  house  ap-  ing  his  own  dishonesty,  or  even  of  him 

loopriated   to    lunatics.      It   is   well  whose  more  hasty  and  less  deliberate 

known  that  persons  of  his  description  commission  of  murder  is  the  result  of 

are  to  be  seen  in  almost  every  such  unbridled  passion,  and  of  habitually 

establishment.     They  are  there  em-  indulged  evil  propensities — uoi  of  a 

ployed  in  various  ways,  according  to  diseased   condition    of  the   brain,    a 

their  previous  habits  and  occupations,  calamitous     visitation,     emphaticafly 

Wliilst  they  continue  calm  and  tran-  termed  by  the  lawyers,  **  the  act  of 

quil,  they  are  often  clever  and   in-  God." 

dustriotts;  but  their  liability  to  become  The  notice  of  this  very  important 

violent  and  furious  on  any  slight  occa-  and    interesting    medioo-legal     case, 

sion,  renders  them  unfit  to  be  at  large,  would  be  incomplete  without  a  record 

To  casual  visitors,  and  under  ordinary  of   the    doctrine    laid   doivn    by  the 

circumstances,  they  present  no  trace  of  learned  judc^e  (Baron  Rolfe),  on  the 

mental  infirmity ;  but  if  any  thing  oc-  subject  of  the  criminal  responsibility 

curs  to  ofiend  or  irritate  tnem,  their  of  lunatics.    In  his  charge  to  the  jury, 

appearance  is  at  once  and  altogether  he  stated  that  if  it  was  proved  that  at 

cnanged,  and  they  are  seen  to  be  the  the  moment  of  the  homicidal  act  the 

subjects  of  an  overwhelming  influence,  |>risoner  was  impeUed  to  its  commi»- 

impelling  them  to  acts  of  ungovernable  sion  by  "  a  phren^,  or  uncontrollable 

fury.  ^fy*  such  as  had  been  spoken  to  by 

It  will  be  admitted  that  to  those  un-  some  of  the  witnesses,"  the  plea  of  in<- 

accustoflied  to    the    consideration    of  sanity  would  be  equally  maintained  as 

these  subjects,  the  case  of  Smith  may  if  proof  had  been  given  of  his  labour- 

ap})ear  to  be  one  of  those  instances  in  ing  under  actual  Elusion. 

which    it  is  difficult  to  discriminate 

between  the  manifestations  of  insanity  j^  cASE  OF  SPINAL  DISEASE, 
and  acts  of  a  truly  sane  nature ;   and 

the  more  so,  as  the  homicidal  act  did  »«  "^^icn  hiccough,  buko  ox«  of  thr 

not  arise  out  of  any  illusion  or  halluci-  *«ost    distressing    symftoms,    was 

nation,  but  appeared  to  be  prompted  comfl«t«ly  ucmoved  bt  insbrting  a 

by  the  natural  passion  of  revenge  in  a  »"°''  «^'»  ^"  ^"*»»''  «*'  ™*  fhrbkic 

man  of  violent  temper.     AVhen,  how-       n*»ve8.  

ever,  w^e  find  the  most  judicious  medi-  _.  ^_    __.^       _  ,    ,, 

cal  writers,  of  this  and  other  countries,  ^  '**  ^'^^  "^  '*♦  Af«Kc«/  GcieUe. 

and  those  who  have  enjoved  the  most  Sir, 

extensive  opportunities  of  observation,*  I^  you  consider  the  following  hasty 

concurring  in  the  ouinion,  that  where  description  of  this  very  interesting  case 

epilepsy  has  existed  it  affords  a  strong  worthy  a  place  in  the  pages  of  your 

presumption  of  insanity,  and  that  "  a  widely  circulated    journal,    you   will 

very  large  pro^Mrtion  of  epileptics  are  oblige  me  by  insertmg  it 

jArticularly  subject  to  violent  agita-  I  am,  sir, 

tions  of  passion ;   that  tliey  arc  ren-  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

dered  by  their  physical  state  morbidly  J-  Watmougb,  M.D. 

irascible,    impetuous,    and    incapable  Pockllnirtoii,  Yorkshire^ 

of  restraining  the  sudden  expression  ***'•  •»  *®*^ 

and   gratification    of   their  desires }"  Miss  H.  last  October,  whilst  dressing 

and  when  it  is  b6me  in  mind,  that  a  sore  on  the  hand  of  a  poor  woman. 

Smith's    ordinary    conduct    had   for  was  suddenly   seised   with   syncope, 

many  years  exhibited  this  morbid  irri-  which  caused  her  to  fall  on  the  rugged 

tability  of  brain,  we  are  irresistibly  floor  of  a  cottaffc ;  a  slight  convulsion 

led  to  the  conviction,  that  the  homicide  followed,  described  by  the  attendants 

actoftttcAan  iiulividual  ought  not  to  as  lasting  for  tliree  or  four  minutes. 

be  confomidcd  under  (he  same  denomi*  On  coming  to  herself,  she  complained 

nation,   and    subjected    to  the  some  of  \wxa  in  the  back,  with  numbness  of 

penalty,  witli  the  crime  of  him  who,  Uu'  logs, 

calmly  and  deliberately,  wuiU  until  his  Two  days  after,  I  found  her  labouring 

W"*Jvr  severe  jMun  in  the  inferior  dorsu 

*  EMiuirol,  G«orf  et,  l*rlclwnl,  Coiiully,  he,  kv,  Huu  tiu()er-lunil»tu'  vertebnv,  with  head- 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OP  BOOKS. 


23^ 


atihe,  and  loss  of  sensation  and  motion 
in  the  lower  extremities.  Leeches, 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  with  small 
doses  of  calomel,  and  counter-irritation 
on  the  spine,  were  the  means  used. 
She  cannot  now,  eight  days  from  the 
first  seizure,  be  moved  from  the  hori- 
zontal position;  Bowels  are  regulated 
by  purgatives ;  and  slight  incontinence 
of  urine  relieved  by  tinct.  Ivttaj. 

Three  weeks  have  now  elapsed  since 
she  was  first  attacked.  Singultus,  which 
has  occurred  frequentlv,  now  becoming 
severe)  cuppine^,  leecning,  blistering, 
with  four  caustic  issues  on  the  spine, 
w^ere  now  had  recourse  to,  together 
with  the  internal  and  external  use  of 
preparations  of  iodine,  small  doses  of 
strychnia,  &c.  Notwithstanding,  six 
months  passed  away  witiiout  much 
alleviation  of  symptoms :  singultus  be- 
came intolerable,  threatening  to  prove 
fatal  rapidly.  I  inserted  a  seton  over 
the  origin  of  the  phrenic  nerves,  and 
eight  days  after,  these  formidable 
symptoms  ceased,  sense  of  feeling  and 
power  of  motion  were  restored  to  the 
tegs,  and,  by  the  use  of  the  inclined 
plane,  with  tonics,  &c.  my  patient 
graduially  progressed  to  sound  nealth, 
and  is  now  able  to  walk  well,  and 
travel  considerable  distances. 


OPERATION  FOR  HARE-LIP. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sib, 
I  BEG  to  communicate  through  the  me- 
dium of  your  journal  a  method  of  operat- 
ing which  I  employed  in  a  case  of  double 
hare-lip  with  perfect^uccess,  and  which 
appears  to  me  more  simple,  less  liable 
to  failure,  and  less  painful  both  at  the 
time  and  afterwards,  than  the  common 
operation  with  hare-lip  needles. 

For  this  operation  two  thin  plates  of 
silver,  either  circular,  with  a  small  hole 
in  the  centre  of  each,  or  oblong,  with 
two  holes,  or  otherwise  modified,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  parts  to  be 
united,  are  required.  One  of  these 
plates  is  threaded  by  a  fine  three-sided 
needle,  armed  with  a  double  ligature, 
knotted  at  the    end  so  as  to  check 

X'nst  the  hole  in  the  plate ;  and,  the 
^  «  of  the  lip  having  been  previously 
pared,  the  needle  is  passed  as  in  the 
usual  operation,  but  drawn  completely 
through    with  the  ligature,  until  the 


knotted  extremity  of  the  latter  brings 
up  the  plate  firmly  against  the  lip. 
Tne  other  plate  is  thtfn  threaded  on 
the  ligature,  and  slipped  down  to  the 
lip  on  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  bring 
the  parts  into  proper  apposition.  The 
ligature  is  then  divided  so  as  to  leave 
ends  sufficiently  long,  which  are  tied 
down  against  the  aperture  in  the  second 
plate. 


«  — 


(a  a)  silver  plates,  with  the  ligatures  secured 
so  as  to  bring  the  Included  parts  into  pro- 
per apposition. 

Thus  a  ligature,  or  two  ligatures,  se- 
cured at  eacn  extremity  by  a  plate  of 
silver,  are  substitutes  for  the  hare-lip 
needles  and  twisted  suture :  the  trac- 
tion and  pressure  exerted  b^'  this  means 
act  in  a  more  favourable  direction,  and 
the  parts  included  are  less  liable  to 
cut  out  than  by  the  common  method, 
besides  which  the  usual  dressings  and 
auxiliaiy  supports  are  more  easuy  and 
more  effectually  applied. — I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  J.  Wood. 
Surgeon,  Gloucester  Infirmary, 
S,  Barton  Street,  Sept.  IS,  1840. 


ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  or  BOOKS. 


'*  L'Autenr  se  tue  a  allonfer  ce  quele  lecteurs^ 
tue  A  abr^ger."— D*Alkmbbbt. 


A  System  of  Practical  Medicine  eomprmd 
i%  a  series  of  Or^^mal  DissertatioM. 
Arranged  and  edited  by  Alexander 
TwBEDiE,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c.  London, 
18^.  5  vols,  post  8va  pp.  1885. 

The  work  now  before  us  forms  the 
first  portion  of  the  Library  of  Medicine. 
The  first  volume  contains  an  intro- 
duction by  Dr.  Symonds ;  a  treatise  on 
inflammation,  by  Dr.  Alison;  essays 
on  the  general  doctrines  of  fever,  on 
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continued,  acnd  on  hectic  fever,  b^  Dr.  duration,  and  mortality. -^Ailitoiiiioat 

Chiistison  ;   on  the  plague,  on  inter-  characters.  —  Causes.  -^  Prognosb.  — 

mittent,  remittent,  ana  yellow  fever,  by  Treatment. — ^Prophylaxk." 

Dr.  Shapter;  on  infantile  gastric  re-  Dr.  Christison  defines  continued  fever 

mittent  fever,  and  on  puerperal  fevers,  in  nearly  the  same  terms  which  Cullen 

by  Dr.  Locock  j  on  small-pox,  by  Dr.  applies  to  fever  generally.    "  It  is  a 

Gregory;    on     measles    and    scarlet  dKeasein  which  aner  a  precursory  stage 

fever,  by  Dr.  George  Burrows ;  and  on  of  languor,  weakness,  and  defective 

diseases  of  the  skin,  by   Dr.   H.  £.  appetite,  acceleration  of  the  pulse  takes 

Schedel,  of  Paris.                    ^  place,  with  increased  heat,  great  deb!-. 

The  second  volume  is  on  diseases  of  lity  of  the  limbs,  and  disturbance  of 

the  nervous  system,  and  the  ess^s  in  the  functions,  without  primary  local 

it  are  written  by  Drs.  Bennett,  Hope,  disorder,  and  without  well-marked  rs- 

Prichard,  and  Theophilus  Thomson.  missions."  (Vol.  i.  p.  125.)    These  cha- 

The  third  volume  opens  with  the  racters  are  not  invariable ;  sometimes, 

diseases  of  the^  organs  of  circulation ;  for  instance,  the  puke  does  not  rise 

all  the  essays  on  tnis  subject  beii^  by  beyond  seventy ;  and  a  man  in  the  in-* 

Dr.  Williams,  with  the  exception  of  one  cipient  stage  of  fever  has  been  known 

on  influenza  by  Dr.  Theopn.  Thomson,  to  walk  forty-five  miles  within  as  many 

and  one  on  asphyxia  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  hours;  but  eeneral  distuibance  of  the 

The  rest  of  the  volume  is  occupied  functions  is  less  variable  than  any  other 

with  a  number  of  essays  on  the  dis-  of  the  characters, 

eases  of  the  organs  of  circulation,  by  It  has  become  fiuhionable  of  late. 

Dr.  Joy.                                      ^  says  our  author,  to  deny  the  existence 

The  fourth  volume  opens  with  the  of  synocha,  or  inflammatory  fever,  in 
remainder  of  the  essa3rs  on  the  diseases  this  country,  and  to  suppose  thatephe* 
of  the  organs  of  circulation,  by  Dr.  meral  fever  is  the  only  example  of  it 
Joy.  We  then  arrive  at  treatises  on  in  temperate  climates.  In  the  £dxn^ 
diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  by  burgh  epidemic,  however,  of  1817-^» 
Drs.  Symonds  and  Dr.  Thomson;  on  dis-  it  was  very  common  f  and  Dr.  Chris- 
eases  of  the  spleen  by  the  latter  physi-  tison  found  that  for  some  time  it  formed 
sian ;  on  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  between  a  fifth  and  a  sixdi<^  the  cases 
by  Dr.  Christison ;  and  on  those  of  the  in  the  Infirmary  and  Fever  HoroitaL  In 
uterus  and  ovaria  by  Drs.  Ferguson  some  of  these  instances  the  fever  had 
and  Simpson.  complications,  but  the  disease  wasalto- 

The  nfth  volume,  contains  treatises  gether  divested  of  the  typhoid  chanic- 

on  the  general  doctrine  of  heemorrhage  ter.    Some  of  the  symptoms  of  synocha 

and  on  its  varieties,  by  Dr.  George  mentioned  by  our  author  are,  the  in- 

Burrows ;  on  scurvy  by  Dr.  Budd ;  on  creased  temperature   of  the   patient, 

the  general  doctrine  of  dropsy  and  on  raising  the  thermometer  to  1&,  104^ 

its  varieties  by  Dr.  Watson ;  on  scro-  ond  sometimes  107  degrees ;  the  florid 

fulaby  Dr.  Shifter;  on bronchocele by  colour  of  the  blood,  which  is  occsr 

Dr.  Rowland;  on  rheumatism  and  gout  sionally  so    bright  that  the  surgeon 

by  Dr.  Wm.  Budd  ;  on  worms  by  Dr.  imagines  he  has  -opened  an  artery  in<^ 

Arthur  Farre ;  and  a  fonnulary,  con-  stead  of  a  vein ;  and  an  extreme  irrita- 

taining  remarks  on  the  art  of  pre-  bilityofthe  senses  of  sight  and  hearing, 

scribing,  together  with  classed  prescrip-  Dr.Christison  belie ve8,as  we  do,in  the 

dons,  by  Dr.  Joy.  existence  of  idiopathic  fever,  but  aUowa 

Dr.    Christison's   essay    on   conti-  that  complicated  eases  are  more  com«< 

nued   fever   has    the   clearness   and  mon.    Amon^  the  local  disorders  which 

precision    which  distinguish   all    his  may    occur   incidentally   during   the 

writings.     The  points  of  which  he  course  of  fever,  he  mentions  actions 

treats  arc   the    "  symptoms  of  con-  of  the  head — such  as  congestion. on  the 

tinned  fever. — Secondary  affections. —  brain  or  its  membranes,   meningitis, 

Affections  of  the  head— c'"          "  and  a  convulsive   affection  alli^  to 

—of  the  chest— of  the  uilepsyj  affections  of  the  throat,  for 

theskin.— SequelcB.— ?  ^**— »     -«nanche  tonsillaris,    aph- 

tial  rheumatism  andn<  ^n  of  the    throat   and 

tial  palsy.— (Edema.--J  ^^'^^  parotides;  affec- 

flammations.  —  Superv  '»^  namely,  catarrh, 

sis  pulmonalis.— M-  leunsy;  and  various 
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afibctloiiBoftheabdomen$aiKiong<ithers  of  the  period,  wbienthe  epidemic  was 
an   obscure  disorder  of  the  stomach  at  its  height,  there  ciccarred  siiiiteen' 
allied  to  ^tritis.     This  disorder  is  cases  of  fever  among  ten  of  these,  of 
supposed  m  France  -to  depend  on  in-  whom  five  had  it  once,  four  twice,  and 
flammation  of.  the  stomacn;   baUj)r.  one  thrice."    (p.  157.) 
ChTistison,  with  more  probability,  be-  Dr.  Christison's  account  of  the  treat- 
lieves  it  to  arise  from  mere  irritation,  ment  shows  great  candour  and  good 
connected  with  a  conjgested  state  of  sense ;  he  discusses  the  effects  of  local 
the  organ,  or  from  functional  disturb-  and  general  blood-letting,  emetics,  csr- 
ance  caused  by  a  depression  of  the  thartics,  and  the  cold  afiusion,  with  re- 
powers  of  the  brain.    Broussais  sup-  markable  impartiality,  and  Ms  obser- 
posed  that  it  was  a  true  inflammation,  vations  cannot  be  rfsad  without  profit. 
and  that,  in  combination  with  a  similar  The  Formulary  with  which  Dr.  Joy 
disease  of  the  intestines,  it  was  the  has  concluded   this  division   of   the 
essential  cause  of  all  c<mtinued  fevers.  Library  will  prove  eminently  useful  to 
Dothinteritis,  again,  was  supposed  by  young  practitioners.   Among  the  errors 
M.  Louis  to  be  the  local  cause  of  some  most  apt  to  occur  in  extemporaneous, 
typhus  fever.    This  name,  which  was  prescriptions   he  enumerates,  1.    the 
first  proposed  by  Bretonneau,  is  de-  **  ordermg  substances  to  be  combined, 
rived  from  SoSnir,  a  pimple,  and  ivrtpWf  which  are  by  their  nature  incapable  of 
the  intestine,  and  is  intended  to  sig-  uniting,"  as  for  instance,  oil  in  adeooc- 
nify  an  inflammation  of  the  glands  of  tion,  without  any  mucilage,  yolk  of 
Peyer  and  Brunner.    In  Britain  it  oc-  egg  or  alkali. 

curs  only  occasionally  during  epidemic  2.  "  Prescribing  a  particular  form  for 

'  typhus.    Petechiee  are  so  common  in  the  compound,  \imicn  its  in^edients, 

some  epidemics,  that  it  is  rare  to  find  when  brought  in  contact,  aremcapable 

a  case  without  them;  but  there  kao  of  assuming  or  piesezving;"  such  as 

graond  for  the  assertioi^  that  in  true  ordering  siuphate  of  soda  and  oarbo- 

typhus,  petechiee   are  never  entirely,  nate,  of  potash  to  be  rubbed  into  a 

wanting.  powder;  for  they  become  fluid  when 

In  the,  section  on  the  prevalence,  mixed. 

dutatioB,  and  mortality  «f  fever,  Dr.  3.  Prescribing  doses  too  large,  or 

Christison  shows  how  numerous  the  powders  too  irritating,  to  be  conveni-' 

cases  have  been  of  late  years  in  Edin-.  ently  taken. 

burgh  and  Glasgow.    "  laEdinburgh,  4.    Prescribing    incompatible    sub- 

for  example,  during  four  severe  epiae-  stances,  such  as  sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate 

mic  visitations  since  1816»  each  lasting  of  ^silver,  in  astringent  infusions  or  de- 

between  three  and  four  years,  the  num-  coctions;  or  large  quantities  of  Gou-. 

her  of  beds  constantly  occumed  in  the  lard  water  in  mucilaginous  lotions, 

hospitals  has  varied  from  120  to  150;  5.  Directing  a  mode  of  preparing 

flna  for  some  time  past  (Jan.  1839)  the  the,    ingredients   which    is    injurious 

latter  number  has  been  often  insuffi-  to    their    quaUties,    or   lessens    their 

cient  to  meet  the  demands  lor  admis-  power.    Thus  senna  has  its   griping 

sion.^'  (p.  147.)                      -    .             .  tendency  increased  by  long  boiung. 

In  1837,  the  mere  hospital  admis-.  Under  this  head  comes  the  selection  of 

sions  of  fever  cases  in  Glasgow  amount-  an  inappropriate  menstruum,  such  as 

ed  to  5387!  Of  the  cause  ofthisfrighful  an  alconohc  one   for  a   solution  of 

prevalence  of  fever,  and  of  its  remedy,  gummy  matter. 

we  have  treated  on  former  occasions.  5.  "  Omitting  the  proper  directions 

Dr.  Christison  believes  fever  to  be  for  the  preparation  or  use  of  a  medi- 

infectious,  and  has  certainly  brought  cine.*' 

forward  very  strong^  instances  in  favour  In  the  section  on  doses.  Dr.   Joy 

of  his  position!    T^e  a  couple  of  sam-  sives  Gaubius's  table,  and  Dr.  Youn^a 

pies.    **Im  Bdinhurgh  not  a  gingU  Hurte  S^rmula,  which  we  agree  with  him  in 

escape*  10AO  remaim  long  ewAigh  at  her  prefening :  "  the  doses  of  most  medi-*- 

pott.  •  •  •  •  •  Of  fifteen  gentlemen,  cines  for  children  under  twelve  years 

who  held  between  1817  and  1820  the  of  a^e  must  be  diminished  in  the  pro- 

offices  of  house-surgeon  or  resident  portion  of  the  age  to  the  age  increased 

clerk,  in  the  Edinbuxgh  Infirmary  and  by  12 ;  thus,  for  example,  at  two  yeais» 

Fever  Hospital,  two  only  escaped  an  a          j*> 

attack ;  and  during  seventeen  months  i-h  13  ^  7. 


n  .       AiyviGE  yo  students. 


\^ 


The  fonnuke  themfielves  ore  divided       The  student  fresh  ttam  the  .coQntr^ri 

under  eighteen  heads,  such  as  stimu-  living  in  London  with  little  superin- 

Ian ts,  narcotics,  anufipasmodics,  tomes,  ^^  j  _       .   j  j*        ■     •  •* 

astringents,  diaphoreSTs,  cxpec;torants:  tendence,  and  disappeanng,  as  it  were, 

emetics,  cathartics,   &c.     Among  the  ^^^  ^^  throng  of  the  greatest  city  in 

stimulants  we  find  arnica:  we  subjoin  the  world,  is  in  danger. of  sinking  into 

the  formula,  as  the  remedy,  though  of  vulgar  dissipation.     Should  his  prin* 

considerable  repute  on  the  continent,  is  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^im  from  this  calamity,  he 

not  in  our  Bntish  Pharmacopoeias.  -^      .  ,  -         ,         ,  -  .    , 

f<D    h^t^^iur    4.  m^^  *•     A        e  ^oay  yield  to  the  seductions  of  mdo> 

-  '' R.  AmiosD  Mont.  Flort  3j.    Aqusferr.  _     -^   '  ^  ^  . 

Oj.    Stctp^Semihoram.  Cola.Sumat  l«nce,  acqmre  mere  fragments  of  in- 

cochLij.— iij.amplaterdie.   (In  pax«-  formation,  and  content  himself  with 

lysis,  chronic  rhwimatism,  dyBcntery.  certificates  instead  of  knowledge.     Or, 

It8U8erequire8caution.**)Vol.V.p.283.  ,,,,,       *.i..i.       .  i_ 

-  ,  should  he  be  of  a  higher  stamp,  he  may 

In  some  cases    the   author  recom-  >  ^  •  f^'iL«  ^^^^  ™.>-^*«i.i«  «,;»*«t« 

mends  Dr.  Law's  method  of  pn?scribing  ^f  ^^^  ^^^  "J^^^  respectable  mistake 

calomel,  in  the  dose  of  a  twelfth  of  a  o^  studying  the  ancillary  sciences  to 

^rain  every  hour,  with  extract  of  gen-  the  exclusion  of  medicine  itself,  and 

tian.    He  says  it  will  often  salivate  thus  becoming  qualified  rather  to  sup- 

^'Sn'^Rhole,  the  System  of  Prae-  ^7  ""^^  ^^  ^'  ^^^^  ^ 

tical  Medicine  does  credit  to  the  tact  himself  to  practise, 
with  which  the  able  editor  has  selected        We  will,  therefore,  suppose  a  student 

his  contributors,  as  well  as  to  the  prac-  just  launched  upon  London,  with  no 

tical  knowledge  Aey  have  shewn  of  friends  capable  of  supplying  the  coun- 
their  respective  subjects.    The  book  is       ,      i_.  i_  i.  j  j      iL-i 

dosely  printed  with  a  small  type,  so  ^^  *^^«^  ^^  ^««ds ;  and  while  we 

that  it  contains  a  vast  mass  of  informa-  touch  upon  a  few   points   connected 

tion  within  its  nineteen  hundred  pages,  with  his  professional  progress,  however 

We    give    especial    praise    to    Dr.  homely  and  prosaic  some  of  them  may 
Tweedie  for  the  rapidity  with  which  xJ^  ^  ^v  ^  ^v  L    j 

he  has  brought  out  these  five  volumes.  ^^"^  .^«  *^^  *^  those  who  do  not 

They  are  to  he  followed  by  other  series  stand  in  need  of  the  advice  will  not 

on  practical  surgery,  on  physiology,  on  only  excuse  but  praise  us. 

midwifery,  &c.  The  series  already  com-        Among  schools,  it  is  safest  to  select 

Dieted  would  be  an  excellent  present  ^         j^  ^  ^  ,      . 

for  a  young  practitioner  going  to  ^e  ,       '™'*«°«  «*«**«  «uc  a^i^Ku  wjr  *wf 

colonies.  «     «  duration,  as  well  as  by  the  general 


■   ■  voice  of  the  profession.    At  any  rate, 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  "^^  . J°?^  '^\  ^  ""^  youn«  Mend, 

avoid  those  schools  whose  attractions 

FHday,  September  25, 1840.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  g^l^Iy  j^  ^y^^  k)wness  of 

"  Licet  omnibM,  licet  etiminmuil.dl(?niutem  the  fees.     The  frequency  with  which 

ArtUMediem  tueri;  potestaa  modo 'veniendi  in  the  lecturers  are  changed  in  such  esta- 

pobUcnmrit,dice«dlperic«l«m«.B«a«.^''  bUsh^entg  ghows  that,    happUy,  the 

system  does  not  take ;    and  if  such 

ADVICE  TO  PUPILS.  institutions  spring  up  with  alarming 

Few  parts  of  our  ofiiceare  so  agreeable  rapidity,  it  must  be  owned  that  they 

as  that  of  giving  advice  to  pupils  con-  disappear  fast  enough  also — "  come 

ceming  the  best  method  of  studying  like  shadows,  so  depart.'' 

the  medical  profession  in  London.    We  It  is  desirable  that  the  pupil's  lodg- 

feel  assured  that^  among  the  mtttitude  ing  should  be  near  the  hospital  which 

who  read  our  hints,  there  are  many  he  attends.    This  is  especially  neces- 

who  will  read  them  with  profit;  while  sary  for  the  student  who  distrusts  the 

there  is  scarcely  any  class  of  persons  intensity  of  his  own  industry,  and  who 

so  much  in  want  of  counsel.  is  conscious  that  he  might  be  detained 
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from  the  scene  bf  his  labours,  if  distant,  last  singulations  of  the  College,  indeed, 

by  bad  weather,  or  other  slight  causes,  the  time  of  actual    study   has   been 

For  he  must  recollect,  that  if  he  wishes  extended  to  four  years*,  but  it  is  not 

to  l(?am  the  most  difficult  of  arts,  if  he  stated  when  the  alteration  takes  place ; 

desires  to  practise  physic  as  an  honest  but  passing  over  this  point,  and  sap* 

man,  the  hospital  must  be  the  constant  posing  for  a  moment  that  the  student 

arena  of  his  labours,  as  soon  as  his  is  preparing  himself  for  the  Hall  alone, 

preliminary  studies  have  qualified  him  he  will  attend  three  or  four  lecture3  a 

to  understand  what  he  sees  there.    If  day.      To  this  we  must  add  reading 

he  could  find  some  fellow-lodger  of  the  and  private  study,  without  which  lee- 

right  stamp,  a  fellow-labourer  for  dis-  tures  lose  half  their   efficacy.      The 

tinction,  with  whom  to  read,  to  reason,  sum  total  might  not  be  too  much  for  a 

to  dissect,  to  visit  cases,  his  toil  would  man  of  cultivated  mind,  habituated  to 

be  more  delightful,  and  his  progress  severe   study,  and  eager  for  a  great 

more  rapid ;  but  such  a  chum  is  not  object ;  but  when  we  consider  that  too 

found  at  the  first  call*  and  it  is  not  a  many  pupils  have  passed  their  previous 

mere  fellow-smoker   that  we    reccnn-  years  of  apprenticeship  with  so  little 

mend.  profit,  that   they  cannot  explain. the 

We  sometimes  hear  of  families  where  common  terms  of  their  art,  nor  recog- 

the  master  is  a  practitioner  of  phytic,  nize  its  tools  when  set  before  them,  we 

and  is  willing  to  receive  students  as  must  acknowledge  that  a  potent  struggle 

boarders,  and  assist  them  in  their  medi-  is  required  to  conquer  long  habits  of 

cal  studies.   "When  such  a  port  of  refuge  inactivity,  and  fertihze  a  fallow  mind. 

is  to  be  found,  not  merely  in  a  column  of  But  the  struggle  must  be  made,  and 

advertisements,  but  in  absolute  reality  every  student  who  shrinks  from  the 

— ^when  the  head  of  the  family  is  con-  thought  of  defrauding  the  public  of 

spicuous  for    professional  and   moral  their  money  by  homicidal  practice,  wiU 

character,   while  tlie   readiness  with  make  it.    The  first  step  is  to  observe 

which  he  acquires  knowledge  is  to  be  the  maxim  nulla  dies  sine  lined  :  let  no 

'  surpassed   only  by  the   ardour  with  day  pass  without  some  visible  progress. 

which  he  imparts  it — ^the  golden  op-  Do  not  say  *'  such  or  such  a  thing  is  so 

portunity  is  not  to  be  neglected.  dry ;  I  can't  set  about  it  to-day ;  to- 

We  will  suppose  that  the  student  in-  morrow  or  Monday  ^ill  do  very  well." 

tends   to  present  himself  at   Apothe-  Incipet  ▼iTendirect^quiprorogathonun. 

canes'    HaU     as    a    candidate    for     a  Labitur  et  liStur  in  omne  volubiUs  ievum. 

license  to  practise.    In  this  case,  during  rpj^^  ^^^^  ^ji^j^^.^  ^^  ^^  diligent  stu. 

his  first  winter  session,  he  must  attend  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^t  ^^^^^^  ^iU  ^  ^ 

lectures  on  four  subjects,  namely,  che-  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  knowledge  of  anatomy. 

mistry,  anatomy  and  physiology,  ana-  jj^jg^  ^^^  ^^^  requires  twenty  years ; 

tomical  demonstrations,  materia  medica  y^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^end  de- 

and  therapeutics.    It  would  be  highly  ^^^ .    ^^  ^^l  find  that  the  hearty 

desirable  that  the  studies  which  the  eflTorts  of  six  months,  though  they  have 

Court  of  Examiners  have  distributed 

over  two  years  and  a  half  should  be  ^  *  .Candidatei  are rmnired  to  brinff  proof  "of 
.    .    \           ,                                  .    ,  having  been  eniyagfedm  the  acqmrement  of  pro- 
extended  through    a    longer    period  ;  fessional  knowledf^e  dariiur  a  neriod  of  not  less 

.  n     .  .-• ^ ^_»:  j^«  i.i.«4.  ^.M.,  than  four  years,  six  inontba  of  irhich  shall  have 

especially  when  we  consider  that  many  been  occupied  in  the  study  of  practical  pharmacy, 

students  profess  to  attend  at  the  same  %^^^  ^  ;SSSS'«f  Sie'^n^^'thi 

time   the  additional  lectures  required  practice  of  surgery,  at  a  recognised  hospital  or 

,      ^  ,,            ^  ^                      -n      At-  hospitals  in  the  United  Kingdom :  three  months 

by  the  College  of  Surgeons.      By  the  being  aUowed  for  a  vacation  in  each  year." 
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not  brought  him  up  to  the  standard  of  ful  of  the  sciences ;  and  were  the  pe- 
the  German  physiologist,  have  cleared  riod  of  medical  study  considerably  in- 
away  the  first  and  greatest  difficulties ;  creased,  might  justly  claim  a  large 
and  that  the  science  on  which  he  has  portion  of  attention.  But  the  student- 
toiled  is  "  not  harsh  and  crabbed,  as  who  is  absolutely  limited  to  thirty 
dull  fools  suppose,"  but  a  perpetual  months'  attendance  on  lectures  and 
fountain  of  knowledge  and  gratifica«  hospitals,  must  stick  to  the  practical 
tion.  Though  he  will  not  formally  with  unremitting  tenacity.  He  must 
dissect  this  session,  he  will  probably  master  the  elements  of  chemistry,  but 
have  opportunities  in  the  dissecting-  can  hardly  aspire  to  that  apprentice- 
room  of  trying  his  yet  unskilled  hand  ship  in  the  laboratory  which  would 
in  the  unravelment  of  the  human  form  part  of  a  complete  medical  edu- 
firame.    Nor  do  we  see  why  he  should  catiou. 

not  dissect  a  little  this  winter,  though  When  attending  lectures,  the  pupil 

it  may  not  count  in  his  certificates.    If  will  take  short  notes  only,  for  the  at- 

not  written  on  that  folio  sheet,  it  will  tempt  to  set  down  all  that  he  hears, 

be  imprinted  on  his  brain,  xad  ex-  converts  the  auditor  into  a  machine, 

pressed  in  his  conversation.    It  would  and  renders  him  unable  to  grasp  the 

be  ludicrous,  if  it  were  not  melancholy,  whole  subject  of  an  hour's  discourse ; 

to  see  the  constant  irrecognition  of  the  but  the  notes  should  be  writteti  out  at 

simple  truth,  that  these  formal  certifi-  home  more  at  length,  and  compared 

cates  are  but  one  way  of  bearing  wit-  with  the  best  authors  on  the   ftame 

ness  to  a  man's  studies ;  and  that  every  topics. 

one  habitually  testifies  the  amount  of  During  the  first  summer  session  no 

his  own  acquirements  by  his  ordinary  attendance  on  lectures  is    absolutely 

talk,  as  well  as  by  his  more  elaborate  required ;  botany,  indeed,  is  mentioned, 

essays.     To  make  preparations  is  an  but  the  student  may  postpone  it,  if  he 

admirable  method  of  stamping  anato-  pleases,  to  the  second  summer.     We 

mic^  facts  upon  the  mind,  while  the  should  advise  him  to  take  it  diuing 

result  will  afterwards  revive  recolleo-  the  first  one,  as  the  second  wiD  be 

tions  which  time  has  begun  to  dim.  better    employed     in    recapitulating 

Materia  medica  and  therapeutics  form  some  of  the  more  important  subjects, 

another  great  and  interesting  branch  We  would  not  counsel  this,  however, 

of  study.    We  so  lately  touched  ujwn  if  it  obliges  the  student  to  remain  in 

the  subject,  when  we  directed  attention  London  ;  but  if  a  recognized  lecturer 

to  the  prizes  founded  for  its  encourage-  on  botany  is  to  be  found   near   his 

ment*,  that  we  do  not  deem  it  neces-  habitual  residence,  we  suppose  it  would 

-sary  to  dilate  upon  it  now.     We  wiU  be  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 

only  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  if  to  attend  these  lectures  in  the  country ; 

pupils  supplied  themselves  with  speci-  but  on  this  point  we  speak  with  dif- 

mens  of  the  more  important  drugs,  as  a  lidenee.    If  the  case  should  be  other- 

slimUliis  and  assistance  to  their  studies^  wise,  it  would  be  bettet  to  postpone 

Every  one  knows  the  difference  be-  botany  to  the  second  summer,  when 

tween   merely   talking    and    reading  forensic  medicine  is  to  be  studied, 

about  a  subject,  and  actually  having  it  During  the  first  summer  session,  the 

before  one's  eyes.  pupil  is  recommended  by  the  Court  of 

Chemistry  is  one  of  the  most  delight-  Examiners  to  attend  to  '*such  other 

' ■  branches  of  study  as  may  improve  the 

*  Mbo.  Gas.  Sept.  11, 1840.  Student's  general  educatixm."    As  they 
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vccommend  in  their  preliminary   rev  MBBilNO  OF  thb 

marks  that  the  pupil,  previously  to  his  NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  MEDICAL 

apprenticeship,  should  "  have  received  ASSOCIATION. 

a  sound  classical  education,  have  been  — - 

instructed  in  the  elements  of  mathe-  Ths  second  general  meeting  of  the  Noith 

matics,  and  natural  philosophy,    and  of  England  MMc^  Awociation  wm  held 

,                    .     ,         ,__      ,  J          jf   ^,  at  Carlisle  on  IViesdar,  the  ]  5th  mst.    Dr. 

have  acquired  a  .knowledge    of   the  Headlam,  the  president  of  the  society,  was 

French,  and,  if  possible,  of  the  German  in  the  chair.     The  topic  of  the  day  wa» 

language,"  they  probably  refer  to  these  medical    reform.      The    proceeings    were 

acquiren^ents.     Since  the  first  vac  Z^^'iJf^^^VtPTL 

tion  lasts  five  months   (if  botany  is  CouncU,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Car- 

postponed)  a  good  deal  may  be  done  *®r,  the  Hon.  Secretary.    The  meeting  was 

in  it.  but  SA  AnoUo  does  not  alwavs  next  addressed  by  Dr.  Barnes,  Mr.  Morrison, 

m  It ,  out  as  Apouo  noes  not  always  g.^  j^^  ^^^  ^^  ,^^^  ^     ^^  g^^^^ 

bend  his  bow,  neither  should  the  medi-  then  read  a  paper  '<  On  Scieatilio  Medidne, 

cal  student,  and  we  must,  therefore,  and  its  Relations  to,  and  chdms  npon  Society 

allow  a  certain  tinxe   for   recreation.  ^  l!*^,,.  *,     jj        .    ^  v       •  *  j     j 

.                                         .  Dr.  Elliot's  address  is  to  be  prmted  and 

Hence  it  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  pubMshed ;  and  the  annual  subscription  to 

the  majority,  if  we  suggest  a  consider-  the  association  is  to  be  reduced  from  a 

able  improvement  in  French  and  Latin  V^^^  to  ten  shillings,  as  the  society  now 

.      -    .,      -,,    .                    i_  I'j  numbers  160 members.    Thanks  were  voted 

as  the  frmts  of  theur  summer  hohdays.  ^^  ^^^  president. 

The  latter  accomplishment  is  so  much  <*The  meeting/*  says  the  reporter  in  the 
neglected  by  students,  that  in  one  year,  Gateshead  Observer,  "was  then  dissolved, 
T  ^  in^  •  *•  IT  i.1.  TT  n  o/!  and  several  of  the  medical  gentlemen  pre- 
out  of  106  rejections  at  the  Hall,  36  gent  proceeded  to  tfie  Bush  Inn,  where  din- 
were  pprely  through  ignorance  of  ner  had  been  provided  for  their  entertain- 
Latin*  ;  not  from  the  extreme  severity  »ent.  Dn  Headlam  presided ;  and  we 
fi  *u*  «^««»;n«^^«  K,.*^  ^f-^w,  ♦!»«  leed  hardly  say,  that  the  short  time  which 
of   the   examination,    but    from    the  regained,  prior  to  the  starting  of  the 'train,' 

remarkable  incompetency  of  the  can-  was  pleasantly  occupied.    At  5  o^clock,  the 

didates.  medical  visitors  of  the  '  merrie  citie,'  and 

■WT    ^n  «^*   ^^  ♦!,«  ..«^^Uf  ^^>.«o;/v^  the  writer  of  this  notice  of  the  day's  pro- 

We  willnot,  on  the  present  occasion,  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ,  ^  ^  ,  ^^d^wift,^ 

comment  on  the  studies  of  the  remain-  journeying  back  to  their '  canny'  quarters  in 

ing  years,  but  we  will  conclude  with  a  the  east ;  and  ere  the  evening  was  far  ad- 

,./*^          -       j./r        Ai'j       ta  vanced,  they  were  snugly  ensconced"  in  their 

hint  or  two  of  a  dimsrent  kind.     Let  A     i.              5  »       •  *a_ 

uiub  w  vww  V*  A  «uu^x«;mv  A4W      AJ^*  respective  homes,  and  luxunanng  over  a 

the  young  student  beware  alike  of  the  comfortable  cup  of  tea  ;    having  tmnrelled 

riotous  profligate,  of  the  cold  sneerer,  120  miles  between  nine  in  the  morning  and 

and   of  the   haLitoaUy   discontented  ^:'^^;:^%'^^T  ^"^  "^ '^ '^ 

man ;  it  is  not  from  such  that  lessons    ■ , — 

of  wisdom,  or  the  art  of  happiness,  are  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHYSICIANS, 

to  be  learned.    Let  him  recollect  that  DUBLIN. 

to  cure  disease  is  only  a  part  of  the  September  7,  iwo. 

general  problem  of  mitigating  pain;  ^^^  Premdent,  Dr.  Collins,  m  ih$ Chair. 

and  that  he  whose  temper  and  beha-  

viour  area  constant  source  of  suffer-  Da.  LsKDmicK  read  the feOowiagpaper:-^ 

to  those  around  him,  counteracts  Th^n  is  alwaya  particular  iatarest  excited 

,,                  J'     1    1 'n   ..«^  :„  T.«*  i,«if  «  by  those  diseases  that  areattcoded  by  change 

his  own  medical  skiU,aiid  18  but  lialf  a  of  structure,  and  dfects  cognizable  by  t£ 

phyncian.  senses  of  sight  aad  tondi.    Yet,  as  far  as 

. medical  disnise  is  concerned,  tUs  is  prs- 

•  Man.  Oaz.  Vol.  «.  p.  606.  CMely  the  class  of  maladies  which,  in  general, 

are  least  amenable   to  tmlment.      It  is 

^^—  therefore   gratifying  to  come  oocaaoiu^ 

across  cases  that  bgtfa  present  ths  stmig 
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diitiiiotive  inarki  of  orgnaic :  duease,  and  iimeiit  oocaiioii,  snd  Mr.  Read  lolly- OMi- 

abo  are  capable  of  caro  or  aUefiation.  curred  with  me  in  opinion.    The  txroimeml 

Such  was  the  one  which  I  am  now  about  consisted  of  four  i^rains  of  calornel  and  <me 

to  submit  to  the  notice  of  the  Association,  grain  of  digitaliei  administered  in  divided 

A  chiid,  three  yean  tAd,  was  admitted  into  doses  daily,  and  a  blister  draased  with  one 

Menier's  Hospitaliand  put  under  my  -care,  of  Albedpiene's  papers,  applied  to  Che  left 

on  the  22d  of  June,  labouring  under  palpi-  side  of  the  chest. 

tatfonof  the  heart  and  didlcttlty  of  breathing.  A  few  nights  afterwards,  a  round  wonn. 

On  inquiry  it  was  ascertaanod  that  about  about  seven  inches  long,  was  paaaed  liroin 

three  months  previously  she  had  been  thrown  the  bowels.     On  the  2d  of  July  the  preCer- 

down  by  «  carriage,  two  of  the  wheels  of  natural  action  of  the  heart  was  dimiaished ; 

which  had  passed  over  her  body.     A  medical  the  pulsation  seemed  to  be  an  inch  nearer 

gentleman,    who    witnessed    the    accident,  the  centre  of  the  sternum,  and  the  difficulty 

directed  a  stimulating  draught,  for  the  pur-  of  lying  on  the  left  side  was  diminished, 

pose  merely  of  producing  revival.     From  The  usual  respiratory  sounds  now  became 

the  nature  of  the  injury,  and  the  amount  of  discernible  over  the  left  side  of  the  thorax 

collapse,  he  did  not  anticipate  her  recovery.  About  a  week  from  the  above  date,  tke 

Obstinate  ^  Tomiting  ensued,   and  lasted  a  medicines  were  discontinued.    At  this  time 

considerable  time  ;    but  the  other  urgent  the  heart  had  apparently  resumed  neariy  ita 

symptoms  of  distress  became  mitigated.  ordinary  position ;   the  usual  sounds  were 

About  a  month  afterwards  she  was  attacked  heard  over  the  chest;  the  morbid  enlarge- 

with  dyspnoBa.     Several  local  applications  ment  of  the  left  side  had  disappeared,  and 

were  used,  and  she  was  at  length  brought  to  the  patient  could  lie  with  ease  in  any  post- 

my  friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Read,  by  whom  tion. 

■he  was  sent  to  Mercer's  Hospital,  and  placed  On  the  19th  of  July  the  left  the  ho8))ital» 

under  my  care.     It  was  his  opinion  that  the  seemingly  quite  recovered, 

heart  was  displaced,  and  in  this  conclusion  I  I  have  stated  .the  foots  of  the  case  as  they 

fully  concurred,  the  pulsation  being  obvious,  occurred.     Of  course,  no  importance  can  be 

both  to  the  sight  and  touch,  on  the  right  attached  to  the  evacuation  of  the  worm,  all 

side  of  the  chest,  and  imperceptible  on  the  the  symptoms  being  obviously  connected 

left.    Mr.  Mason,  one  of  our  pupils,  who  with  a  mechanical  causey  the  distension  of 

afterwards  paid* great  att^jition  to  the  pro-  the  left  pleura  with  fluid,  and  which  seemed 

gresa  of  tha  case,  obierved  that  the  chest  to  be  traceable  to  the  injury  inflicted  by  the 

was  much  more  prominent  on  the  left  than  carriage.    Whethev  the  di8{)lacement  of  the 

on  the  right  side,  and  more  accurate  exami-  heart  was  solely  dependent  on  the  aocumn* 

nation  showed  an  increase  of  dimension  of  lation  of  fluid,  or  partly  caused  by  the  force 

about  an  indi.     The  cliild  was  unable  to  lie  of  the  injury,  must  be,  as  I  have  just  re- 

on  the  left  side  without  a  sense  of  impending  marked,  doubtfti!.     It  would  appear,  bow- 

anflboatlon,  and  screamed  on  the  attempt  ever,  tluit  the .  pleuritic  effusion  was  depen- 

being  made.  dent  on  an  inflammatory  action,  produced 

The  sound,  on  making  percussion  over  by  the  violence  inflicted  on  the  chest. 

the  left  side  of  the  chest,  was  completely  Under  such  circumstances  the  operation 

obtuse.    Some  degree,  of  what  seemed  to  be  of  tapping   presents    considerable  Induce- 

bronchial  respiration,  was  audible  at  the  ments.    The  prompt  removal  of  the  fluid 

upper  and  posterior  part  of  the  lung,  and,  affords  much  temptation  to  having  recourse 

as  might  have  been  expected,  the  sounds  to  so  simple  a  mode  of  effecting  relief.     I 

were  remarkably  distinct  on  the   opposite  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  that  this  very 

aide.  simplicity  is  an  objection,  and  that  when 

lliere  coukl  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  much  sympathetic    suffering  is    attendant 

ot  the  case,  and  that  fluid  was    largely  upon  the  accumulation  of  a  fluid,  this  cir- 

eff^ised  into  the  left  pleura.     It  was  ques-  cuustance  ought  to  render  us  cautious  of 

tionable,  however,    whether    the    obvious  setting  up  in  the  constitution  another  dis- 

change  in   the  position  of  the  heart  was  turbance,  caused  by  the  parts  being  made  to 

referable  to  the  pleuritic  effusion  solely,  or  assume  suddenly  the  oppositestate  of  vacuity, 

-might  be  attributed  partly  to  the   thonu  Inflammatory  affectiona  of  serous  cavities 

having  been  crushed  by  the  injury,  to  which  must  fur  this  reason  be  dealt  very  delicately 

all  the  symptoms  were  traoeabU.      The  with  in  the  way  of  operation,  which  often 

weight  of  the  carriage,  and  the  fl«sibU)  stato  substitutes  an  artificial  state  of  disease  worse 

of  the  bones  and  cartilages  at  so  early  a  than  that  under  which  the  patient  laboured, 

period  of  life,  in  some  degree  counteiuuiced  In  tlie  preceding  case  no  attempt  at  an 

this  opinion.  operation  was  made,  and  yet,  under  ordinary 

The  general  want  of  succesa  attendant  on  treatment,  the  symptoms  subsided,  the  fluid 

the  operation  of  parwrntttin  thomein  de-  disappeared,  the  heart  regained  its  Ordinary 

terred  mo  from  having  recourse  to  it  on  the  position,  and  recovery  ensued. 
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-*  Dr.  Otbome  prodliead  two  preparatloiiii  meatwasiiithe'4U:t6fpaniiigt>fepMyrataon; 

of  perferiitioiia   oonnecting  tlie  oesophagus  and  3rdly,  Tbe  meat  happooini^  to  be  di- 

with  the  air-tubes  of  the  lungs.  vided  into  three  IoIms,  one  stopping  up  each 

The  first  (of  which  a  notice  has  already  bronchial  tube,  while  the  third  remained  in 

Afipeared  in  the  Dublin  Medical  PrtnJ  was  the  oesophagus,   and  thus  maintained  it  ill 

taken  from  a  young  man,  who  enjoyed  good  its  position. 

■  health  till  about  four  months  previous  to  his  The  second  case  was  that  of  an  indindnal 

death.     At  that  time  he  was  first  observed  who  appeared  to  have  possessed  intelleotnal 

to  cough '  always  after  swallowing  liquids,  energies  far  above  his  station  in  life.     He 

This  increased  so  much  that  he  was  at  length  was  a  working  shoemaker,  and  burthened 

obliged  to  abstain  entirely  from  drinking,  with  a  family,  but  found  time  to  combine 

On  the  morning  of  his  death  he  was  eatii^  the  labours  of  authorship  in  various  depart- 

a  breakfest  of  beefsteak,  when  he  was  seised  ments,  with  those  of  a  political  orator,  and 

with  a  fit  of  suffocation,  and  was  brought  to  methodist  preacher.     About  eleven  months 

the  hospital  gasping  for  breath.     A  probang  previous  to  his  death  he  firstezperienoed  adif- 

was  passed  with  a  view  to  remove  the  ob-  -ficulty  in  swallowing,  which  gradually  became 

struction,  but  no  improvement  was  obtained,  painfdl.    When  my  patient  was  admitted  into 

and  in  a  few  minutes  he  died.  theh0spital,heoomplainedoflaacinatingpain8 

On  examination  after  death  nothing  was  in  the  oesophagus,  even  when  not  engaged  in 

found  in  the  larynx  or  oesophagus  to  account  swallowing,  which   usually  belong  to   the 

for  this  sudden  catastrophe,  and  the  parts  progress  of  scirrhous  and  caooerous  disease 

were  on  the  point  of  being  closed,  when  one  in  that  part.     Hie  passage  of  tlie  oesophagus 

of  the  assistants  happening  to  put  his  finger  tube,  however,  in  the  hands  one  of  the 

down  the  oesophagus,  felt  something  rou^  ablest  surgeons  of  this  city,  failed  to  detect 

at  the  side  of  it,  adjacent  to  the  biftarcation  any,  even  the  slightest  stricture.     Under 

of  the  trachea.     Tliis  produced  a  further  treatment  the  state  of  his  stomach  was  much 

inquiry,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  a  per-  improved,  but  no  improvement  of  deglutition 

foration  had  taken  place  exactly  in  the  raph^  obtained,  and  he  went  to  the  country.     His 

above  the  bifurcation,  that  a  portion  of  a  condition  did  not  become  sensibly  worse  till 

piece  of  gristly  beef  had  passed  through  it,  about  seven  weeks  before  his  deatli :  then  he 

which   unfortunately    for  the  patient  had  was  tormented  with  cough  on  every  occasion 

been  divided  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  of  swallowing,  or  whenever  he  by  on  the 

had  stopped  up  each  of  the  bronchi,  while  it  left  side,  and  continued  in  this  state. of  suf- 

had  been  retained  in  its  situation  by  a  lai^  fering  till  his  death. 

portion  connected  with  it,  which  remained  An  opportunity  of  examining  the  body 

In  the  oesophagus.      Hie  orifice  through  having  been  offered  by  the  fomily,  a  very 

which  it  had  passed  was  a  longitudinal  slit,  remarkable    correspondence    between    the 

which,  when  expanded,  would  form  an  open-  'symptoms  and  the  disease  was  brought  to 

Sng  equal  to  a  fourpenny  piece.    There  were  light.    The  greater  part  of  ^  the  oesophagus 

no  vestiges  whatever  of  ulceration,   or  of  was  so  much  diseased  that  in  the  prepani- 

any  ^seued  process  around  the  orifice;  tion  it  can   scarcely  be  recognised.    The 

and  Dr.  Osbonie  stated  his  opinion  to  be,  ulcerations  in  several  places  formed  large 

that  this  was  a  case  of  congenital  defect  excavations  in  die  mass  of<  adjacent  scirrhous 

resembling  cleft  palate ;   that  owing  to  some  atructure.     In  the  portion  adjacent  to.  the 

itccidental  circumstance  it  had  bOoome  en-  bronchial  tube,  a  pecuUariy  large  exoatva- 

'  larged  four  months  ago ;  when  swallowing  tion  has  extandiBd,  engaging'  in  itsevafal  of 

fluids  was  followed  by  a  cough,  and  the  .the  bronchial  glands,  and  here  is  an  oval 

irritation  attendant  on  their  escape  into  the  perforation  with  thin  jagged  edges,  forming 

bronchial  tubes  ;  that  the  immediate  cause  of  a  direct  communication  betweoi  theoeso- 

death  was  an  irritation  producing  a  necessity  phagus  and  air  tube.    The  Hz&ttf  tiiis  being 

for  coughing,  unfortunately  at  the  moment  -nearly  one  inch  in  length  aisdhalf  an  inch 

when  this  piece  of  beef  had  arrived  opposite  in  breadth,    we  can  readily  understand : 

the  orifice,  when  the  unfortunate  patient  1st,  How  swallowing  any  thing  scdid  or 

being  obliged  to  make  a  sudden  and  forced  fluid  produced  coughing ;   and  2dly,  How 

inspiration  preparatory  to  the  cough,  the  some  degree  of.  ease  was  obtained  by  lying 

beef  was  sncked  into  the  trachea,  and  each  on  the- right  side.     It  is  also  to  be  observed, 

lobe  of  it  also  sucked  into  a  bronchial  tube,  •  that  although  both  lungs  were  healthy,  yet 

which  were  thus  as    it  were  corked  up,  .that  at  the  apex  of  the  left  lung  a  collection 

Perhaps  there  is  not  on  record  a  more  re-  of  miliary  tubercles  were  in  progress  of 

markdiile  instance  of  loss  of  life   from  so  formation;  this  being  a  result  of  the  peculiar 

singular  a  combination  of  circumstances :  irritation  to  which  that  lung  was  exposed, 

1st,  A  perforation  of  the  oesophagus  pene-  analogous  to  the  case  describiBd  by  Dupuy- 

trating  the  tradiea  just  above  the  bifurcation;  tren,  in  which  there  were  no  tubercles  in 

2dly,  The  patient  making  a  forced  inspire-  the  body,  except  romid  a  pin  adherent  in 

tion  just  At  the  moment  when  a  piece  of  the  lung. 
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dutinethre  marks  of  orgiiiiic :  disease,  and  furesent  occasion,  and  Mr.  Read  lolly  con* 

idao  are  capable  of  caroor  aUeviatiou.  «urred  with  me  in  opioioa.    The  trt^tttUfeBt 

Such  was  tiie  one  which  I  am  now  about  consbted  of  four  grains  of  calomel  and  one 

to  submit  to  the  notice  of  the  Association,  grain  of  digitalis,  administered  in  divided 

A  child,  three  years  (rfd,  was  admitted  into  4ofles  daily,  and  a  blister  dressed  with  one 

Mercer's  Hospital,  and  put  under  my  -care,  s>(  Albespicne's  papers,  applied  to  the  left 

on  the  22d  of  June,  labouring  under  palpi-  side  of  tlie  chest. 

tation  of  the  heart  and  difficulty  of  breathing.  A  few  nights  afterwards,  a  romid  worm. 

On  inquiry  it  was  asoertainod  that  about  about  seven  inches  long,  was  passed  from 

three  months  previously  she  had  been  thrown  the  bowels.     On  the  2d  of  July  the  preter* 

down  by  a  carriage,  two  of  the  wheels  of  natural  action  of  the  heart  was  diminished ; 

which  had  passed  over  her  body.     A  medical  the  pulsation  seemed  to  be  an  inch  nearer 

gentleman,    who    witnessed    the    accident,  the  centre  of  the  sternum,  and  the  4ifficuli:y 

directed  a  stimulating  draught,  for  the  pur*  of  lying  on  the  left  side  was  dimiuiidied. 

pose  mcrdy  of  producing  revival.     From  The  usual  respiratory  sounds  now  became 

the  nature  of  the  injury,  and  the  amount  of  discernible  over  the  left  side  of  the  thorax 

coUapse,  he  did  not  anticipate  her  recovery.  About  a  week  from  the  above  date,  the 

Obstinate-  Tomiting  ensded,  and  lasted  a  medicines  were  discontinued.    At  this  time 

considerable  time  ;    but  the  other  urgent  the  heart  had  apparently  resumed  nearly  its 

symptoms  of  distress  became  mitigated.  ordinary  position ;    the  usual  sounds  were 

About  a  month  afterwards  she  was  attacked  heard  over  the  chest;  the  morbid  enlai^e- 

with  dyspnoea.     Several  local   i4>plications  ment  of  the  left  side  had  disappeared,  and 

were  used,  and  she  was  at  length  brought  to  the  patient  could  lie  with  ease  in  any  posi- 

my  friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Read,  by  whom  tion. 

she  was  sent  to  Mercer's  Hospital,  and  placed  On  the  19th  of  July  she  left  the  hospital, 

under  my  care.     It  was  his  opinion  that  the  seemingly  quite  recoTered. 

heart  was  displaced,  and  in  this  conclu^i'm  I  ■    I  have  stated  .the  faicts  of  the  case  as  they 

fully  concurred,  the  pulsation  being  obvious,  occurred.     Of  course,  no  importance  can  be 

both  to  the  sight  and  touch,  on  the  right  attached  to  the  evacuation  of  the  wonn,  all 

side  of  the  chest,  and  imperceptible  on  the  the  symptoms   being  obviously  connected 

left.     Mr.  Mason,  one  of  our  pupils,  who  with  a  mechanical  causer  the  distension  of 

afterwards  paid'great  attention  to  the  pro-  the  left  pleura  witli  fluid,  and  which  seemed 

gress  of  the  case,  observed  that  the  chest  to  be  traceable  to  the  injury  inflicted  by  the 

vras  much  more  prominent  on  the  left  than  carriage.     Whether  the  dis)ilacement  of  the 

on  the  right  side,  and  more  accurate  exami-  heart  was  solely  dependent  on  the  aocuma- 

nation  showed  an  increase  of  dimension  of  lation  of  fluid,  or  partly  caused  by  the  force 

.about  an  inch.     The  child  was  unable  to  lie  of  the  injury,  must  be,  as  I  have  just  re- 

on  the  left  side  without  a  sense  of  impending  nftarked,  doobtftd.     It  would  appear,  how> 

suffocation,  and  screamed  on  the  attempt  ever,  that  the  pleuritic  effusion  was  depen- 

.being  made.  dent  on  ^  an  inflammatory  action,  produced 

The  sound,  on  making  percussion  over  by  the  violence  inflicted  on  the  chest, 

the  left  side  of  the  chest,  was  completely  Under  such  circumstances  the  operation 

obtuse.     Some  degree,  of  what  seemed  to  be  of  tapping   presents    considerable  induce- 

bronchial  respiration,  was  audible  at  the  meuts.     llie  prompt  removal  of  the  fluid 

^npper  and  posterior  part  of  the  lung,  and,  affords  much  temptation  to  having  recourse 

as  might  have  been  expected,  the  sounds  to  so  simple  a  mode  of  effecting  relief .     I 

were  remarkably  distinct  on  the   opposite  am,  however,  inclined  to  think  that  this  very 

side.  simplicity  is  an  objection,  and  that  when 

Hiere  coukl  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  much  sympathetic    suffering   is    attendant 

of  the   case,  and  that  fluid  was    largely  upon  the  accumulation  of  a  fluid,  this  cir- 

effused  into  tiie  left  pleura.     It  was  ques-  cumstance  ought  to  render  us  cautious  of 

tionable,   however,    whether    the    obvious  setting  up  in  the  constitution  another  dis- 

change  in   the  position  of  the  heart  was  turbance,  caused  by  the  parts  being  made  to 

referable  to  the  pleuritic  effusion  solely,  or  assume  suddenly  the  oppositestate  of  Tacnity. 

*insght  be  attributed  partly  to  the   thorax  Inflammatory  affections  of   serous  cavities 

having  been  crushed  by  the  injury,  to  which  must  for  this  reason  be  dealt  very  delicately 

all  the  symptoms  were  traceable.       The  with  in  the  way  of  operation,  which  often 

weight  of  the  carriage,  and  .the  flexible  .state  substitutes  an  artificial  state  of  disease  worse 

of  the  bones  and  cartilages  at  so  early  a  than  that  under  which  the  patient  laboured, 

period  of  life,  in  some  degree  countenanced  In  the  preceding  case   no  attempt  at^  an 

this  opinion.  operation  was  made,  and  yet,  under  ordinary 

The  geoerst  want  of  aaccess  attendant  on  treatment,  the  symptoms  subsided,  the  fluid 

the  operation  of  paractnietU  ihotacU  de-  disappeared,  the  heart  regained  its  Ordinary 

terred  me  from  having  recourse  to  it  on  the  position,  and  recovery  ensued. 
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-  l>r.  Ctebmue  prtklneed  two  prepnrBtioitt  tneat  wasin  the  act  of  passini^the  perftmitaoii ; 

of  •pcsfonitioiia   connecting  the  oesophagus  and  3fdly,  The  meat  happening  to  be  di- 

with  the  air-tubes  of  the  lungs.  vided  into  three  lobes,  one  stopping  op  each 

'Fhe  first  (of  which  a  notice  has  alreadjr  bronchial  tube,  while  the  third  remained  in 

appeared  in  the  Dublin  Medical  PreasJ  was  the  oesophagus,  and  tiius  maintained  it  in 

taken  from  a  young  man,  who  enjoyed  good  its  position. 

•  health  till  about  four,  months  previous  to  his  The  second  case  was  that  of  an  indindual 

death.     At  that  time  he  was  first  observed  who  appeared  to  have  possessed  intellectnal 

to   cough  -  always  after  swallowing  liquids,  energies  far  above  his  station  in  life.     He 

This  increased  so  much  that  he  was  at  length  was  a  working  shoemaker,  and  burtbened 

obHged  to  abstain  entirely  from  drinking,  with  a  family,  but  found  time  to  eombine 

On  the  morning  of  his  death  he  was  eatii^  the  labours  of  authorship  in  various  depart- 

a  breakfhst  of  beefsteak,  when  he  was  seised  ments,  with  those  of  a  political  orator,  and 

with  a  fit  of  suffocation,  and  was  brought  to  methodist  preacher.    About  eleven  months 

the  hospital  gasping  for  breath.     A  probaag  previous  to  his  death  he  firstexperienoed  adif- 

waa  passed  with  a  view  to  remove  the  ob«  -ficulty  in  swallowing,  which  gxudoally  became 

stmction,  but  no  improvement  was  obtained,  painfol.    When  my  patient  was  admitted  into 

and  in  a  few  minutes  he  died.  the hOspital,he  complained oflancinating pains 

On  examination  after  death  nothing  was  in  the  oesophagus,  even  when  not  eag^jed  in 

found  in  the  larynx  or  oesophagus  to  account  swallowing,  which   usually  belong  to  the 

for  this  sudden  catastrophe,  and  the  parts  progress  of  scirrhous  and  caoeerous  disease 

were  on  the  point  of  being  closed,  when  one  in  ti^at  part.    The  passage  of  the  oesophagus 

of  the  assistants  happening  to  put  his  finger  tube,   however,  in  the  hands  one  of  the 

down  the  oesophagus,  felt  something  rough  ablest  surgeons  of  this  city,  feiied  to  detect 

at  the  side  of  it,  a^acent  to  the  biforcation  any,  even  the  slightest  stricture.     Under 

of  the  trachea,     lliis  produced  a  further  treatment  the  state  of  his  stomach  was  much 

inquiry,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  a  per-  improved,  but  no  improvement  of  deglutition 

foration  had  taken  place  exactly  in  the  raph^  obtained,  and  he  went  to  the  country.     His 

above  the  bifurcation*  that  a  portion  of  a  condition  did  not  become  sensibly  worse  till 

piece  of  gristly  beef  had  passed  through  it,  about  seven  weeks  before  his  deatib :  then  he 

which   unfortunately    for  the  patient  had  was  tormented  with  cough  on  every  occasion 

been  divided  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  of  swallowing,  or  whenever  he  lay  on  the 

had  stopped  up  each  of  the  bronchi,  while  it  left  side,  and  continued  in  this  state,  of  suf- 

had  been  retained  in  its  situation  by  a  huge  feting  till  his  death. 

portion  connected  with  it,  which  remained  An  opportunity  of  examining  the  body 

in  the  oesophagus.      The  orifice  through  having  been  offered  by  the  family,  a  very 

which  it  had  paned  was  a  longitudinal  slit,  remarkable    correspoiutence    between     the 

which,  when  expanded,  woidd  form  an  open-  symptoms  and  the  disease  was  brought  to 

ing  equal  to  a  fourpenny  piece.    There  were  light.    The  greater  part  of-  the  oesophagus 

no  vestiges  whatever  of  ulceration,   or  of  was  so  mud^  diseasiBd  that  in  the  prepan- 

any  disrased  process  around  the  orifice ;  tion  it  can   scarcely  be  recognised.    The 

and  Dr.  Osbonie  stated  his  opinion  to  be,  ulcerations  in  several  places  formed  large 

that  this  was  a  case  of  congenital  defect  excavations  in  the  maaa  of.  acyacent  scirrhous 

resembling  cleft  palate ;  that  owing  to  some  structure.     In  the  portion  adjacent  to  the 

accidental  drcumstanoe  it  had  boDome  en-  bronchial  tube,  a  peculiarly  large  exoava- 

'  larged  four  months  ago ;  when  swallowing  tion  has  extended,  engaging,  in  it  sevesal  of 

fluids  was  followed  by  a  cough,  and  the  -the  bronchial  glands,  and  here  is  .an  oval 

irritation  attendant  on  their  escape  into  the  perforation  with  thin  jagged  edges,  forming 

bronchial  tubes  t  that  the  immediate  cause  of  a  direct  communication  betweoi  the.oeso- 

death  was  an  irritation  producing  a  necessity  phagus  aud  air  tube.    The  laz^^  this  being 

for  coughing,  unfortunately  at  &e  moment  -nearly  one  inch  in  length  atethalf  an  inch 

when  the  piece  of  beef  had  arrived  opposite  in  breadth,    we  can  readily  understand : 

the  orifice,  when  the  unfortunate  patient  1st,  How  swallowing  any  tiling  solid  or 

being  obliged  to  make  a  sudden  and  forced  fluid  produced  coughing ;   and  2dly,  How 

inspiration  preparatory  to  the  cough,  the  some  degree. of  ease  was  obtained  by  lying 

beef  was  sucked  into  the  trachea,  and  each  on  the- right  side.     It  is  also  to  be  observed, 

lobe  of  it  also  sucked  into  a  bronchial  tube,  •  that  although  both  lungs  were  healthy,  yet 

which  were  thus  as    it  were  corked  up.  >  that  at  the  apex  of  the  left  lung  a  oollectton 

Periiaps  there  is  not  on  record  a  more  re-  of  miliary  tubercles  were  in  progress  of 

markable  instance  of  loss  of  life   from  so  formation;  this  being  a  result  of  the  peculiar 

singular  a  combination  of  circumstances :  irritation  to  which  that  lung  was  exposed, 

1st,  A  perforation  of  the  oesophagus  pene-  analogous  to  the  case  deseribed  by  Dupuy- 

1a«tin|;  the  trachea  just  above  the  btftircation;  tren,  in  which  there  were  no  tuberdesin 

2dly,'The  patient  making  a  forced  inspira-  the  body,  except  round  a  pin  adherent  in 

tion  just  at  the  moment  when  a  piece  of  the  lung. 
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Both  tlMMK  euei  Ulnitnte  a  Wmm  wUdi 
bo  not  been  dewnribed  in  any  work  that  has 
eome  into  my  hands,  and  wbu^  most  be  of 
great  rarity,  since  no  praparstifm  of  it  is  in 
the  mneenm  of  thcCoUase  of  Sorgeons,  or 
in  that  of  any  other  collection  respectiqg 
which  I  ha^  made  inqoiries.  Pertiaps, 
however,  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  aooght 
lor,  and  the  oonunnnicBtion  of  those  cases  to 
the  Association  may  be  nsefol,  if  it  excites 
attention  to  the  subject.  As  perforations 
between  a^Qaoent  mnoons  membranes  in 
other  parts  are  not  unfrsqnent— witness  those 
between  the  vagina  and  reetnm,  the  colon 
-  and  atomach-^tms  occiurrenoe  between  tabes 
so  closely  adherentas  the  oesophagus,  and  air- 
tubes  may  be  a  jrrion  expected  to  take  place, 
and  the  above  cases  ahmng  that  it  actually 
.does  take  place,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the 
absence  of  observations  of  a  similar  kind  has 
arisen  firom  its  having  escaped  obaervatioa, 
in  consequence  of  pathologists  having  not 
sufficient^  searched  for  it. 


HzCMORRHAGE  FROlA  THE  CON- 
JUNCTIVA. 

Tbihe  Editor  (if  ike  Medical  Gazette. 

Si»» 
Tbb  two  eases  of  httmorriiage  firom  the 
conjunctiva,  detailod  in  a  recent  number  of 
the  Mnicai^  Gakbttb,  by  Mr.  Hocken, 
of  Exeter,  are  curious  and  interesting. 
They  appear^  however,  foitonatdy  to  have 
hem  Bl%^t  and  eerily  auppreraed.  My 
aoquaintanoa  with  the  records  of  medidne  is 
too  limited  to  cnaUa  ma  to  say  whether 
they  contain  nlmy  audi  eases ;  but  in  the 
eoune  of  my  readnig  some  yeara  ago  I  ob- 
served one  or  two  lamarimUe  cases  of  bleed- 
ing from  the  eye,  notes  of  which  I  wiU  sab- 
joui,  and  should  yon  eonridcr  them  deserving 
the  notice  of  your  readers,  they  are  tery 
mndi  at  your  aerviee*  The  first  dase  in  my 
BoteJmok  is  from  the  wmks  of  Foreetue. 
Foresli  opera  omnia.  foL  Virankiun.  an. 
1634."     lib.  iL  ^'  De  Marine  oeulomm  et 


profbdisaet ;  re^randit,  tna  I 
aas  esse,  qnibos  hoe  eohire'totnm 
infectum  fuerat ;  et  statim  ab  eodem 
pore  satis  oontinim  in  hune 
ladirymas  sanguineas  ex  oculis 
referebat:  OcuU  tamen  non  doiebant,  nisi 
quod  mane  ob  sanguinem  prolbsum  dlA- 
culter  aperirentur." 

Forestus  afterwards  refers  to  a  case  giwn 
by  DodonsBus,  of  a  young  girl  aged  16, 
whose  menses  had  not  appeared,  but  in 
whom  a  vicarious  discharge  took  place  from 
the  coats  of  tiie  eyes : — **  Sanguineis  gnttis 
lachrymarum  Instar  linequenter  ex  ocalia 
proftoentibus." 

The  next  case  is  from  the  Phil.  Trans. 
No.  208,  p.  51,  An.  1694,  bring  "part  of 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Clopton  Haven,  F.R.S., 
giving  an  account  of  an  extraordinary 
kttmorkagia  at  the  glandola  lachrymalis.'' 

"  Sir,  since  my  coming  to  this  place  I 

hspve  met  with  a  very  strange  ease.     An 

icterical  diaoontented  woman  having  a  desire 

to  dye,  wholly  rqected  the  hdp  of  medicine, 

and  within  three  months,  bring  well  nigh 

her  end,   there  happened  an  eruption  of 

blood  out  of  the  glaadnUlachrymaliB  of  one 

of  her  eyes,  without  any  extemsl  injury. 

Therewasan  evacuation  oflb.ti. of  blood  witiiin 

the  spaceof  thirty  hours.  About  a  week  after 

the  ssme  shioe  was  opened  again,  and  she  bled 

till  ahe  died.     Now  I  would  lain  know  what 

blood- veaaeb  come  to  that  gland  from  wfaich 

such  a  vast  quantity  of  blood  should  be  csat 

forth  in  so  short  a  time."'I  remain,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LacTOR. 
London,  Sept «,  ISM. 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

£<^laf  Bdmomton, Zaft'lmlr 5l»  37  82"  if. 
lAmpUada  0«  3'  hV  W.  of  Oreenwieh. 


•« 


« 


**  De  Sanguintt  per  tres 
fere  SeptlBaanas  ex  ociOis  ladirymarum  in- 
oopioos  emaaante  et.proflaente. 
Lachrymas  varo  ab  oculis  proflnere 
novum  est:  at  guttas  smguineas 
lum  •  id  tamen  vidimus  anno 
1581,  23  Aprilia  die,  in  vetola  quadam 
.annoa  Mnafea,  qu9  in  parte  orientali  Delphio 
ikirumihiihat,  in  domo  eui  floa  oalendulae  pro 
inrigni  erat. 

Brat  antem   malier  prooera  et  vakle 

eui  cC  laehrymae  sanguinem,  imo 

continuo  fere  per  utrosqoe  oculos 


*»--■■» 

Wednesday  16 
Thursday .  17 
Friday  .  .  18 
Saturday  .  19 
Sunday  .  .  90 
Monday.  .  31 
Tnesdsy   .  S9 


prnaaifoxxTBa 

from  40  to  U 

44  60 

31  58 

48  56 

33  56 

37  61 

50  65 


BABOMXTSa. 

98-83  taSrtB 

39-43  3963 

39-78  39-83 

30*84  39-I0 

.39-94  3kt8 

39-94  39-63 

39*50  39-48 


•ft 


"  Interrogavi  quan  diu  hoe  malo,  nempe 
ictero  laborasset,  et  sanguinem  ex  oculis 


'What  S.W.  on  tlie  16tli  snd  following  day; 
N.  W.  om  the  18th  isid  fellowing  day ;  N.W.  In 
the  mamJng,  and  West  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
90th :  West  on  the  Stst.  and  S.W.  on  the  9Sd. 

Ram  feOen,  -48  of  an  inch. 

Cbarles  Henrt  Adams. 

NOTICE. 

We  have  received  the  oommunicationa  of 
Dr.  Franz,  Mr.  J.  L  Adams,  Mr.  Hugh 
Carmichael,  Mr.  J.  B.  Crray,  and  Dr.  Muid:. 
We  are  mudi  obliged  to  Mr.  T.  C.  Cartsr 
for  his  attention. 


WiuoM  it  OaiLVT,  57,  Skinner  Stretf,  Londos. 
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LBCTURBS  On  some  of  these  points  onr  aetrndknow- 

ledge  ia  still  scanty  and  imperfect.  Yet  a  good 

^^  ^"^  deal  of  valuable  information  cx>nceming  eack 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE    OF      o£  them  has  been  collected :  and  this  I  shall 

PHYSIC  endeavour  to  place  before  you  aa  distinctly^ 

'  and  at  the  same  time  in  as  small  a  compass^ 

JDiUvertd  of  King's  College^  London,  ^  ^  <:^- 

Pathology  is  general,  or  special.   General 

Br  Db.  Watson.  pathology  treats  of  the  morbid  conditions 

^— -  which  are  common  to  the  whole  system,  or 

LscTtTRB  n.  to  the  several  tissaes  that  compose  the  sys- 
tem.    Special  pathology  contemjdates  par- 

Paikologg^mBanmg  ^  iM$  term.     Pa^  tjeular    diseases.      An  acquaintance  with 

thoiogy,  general  and  epeetal.     Morm  general  pathology  prepares  us  for,  and  con. 

aUeratume  qf  the  toUd  parte  qf  the  bodg.  ducts  to,  that  which  is  special ;  and  when  I 

AlteratiitnemMk.    Hgpertr^hg.'-iaw  gay  that  the  eariicr  lectures  of  the  course 

qfitejfroduction^ite^eete.    Atrophy^  ,^^1  ^  ^^^a  to  a  consideration  of  the  facts 

Ue  eaueee  and  eoneeguencee.     Changes  in  ^^  doctrines  of  pathology,   you  will  of 

form.    AlteratUme  in  conetetenee.     In'  course  understand  me  to  speak  of  general 

duraiUm — ite  various  kinds,  patholc>gy. 

I  pnoposB  to  devote  several  lectures,  in  the  And  I  shall  begin  by  inquiring  what  are 

commencement  of  the  course,  to  patiiology,  the  changes  to  wMch'  the  component  parts 

as  it  relates  to  medicine.  of  the  living  firame  are  liable. 

And  I  must  first  of  all  explain  to  you 

what  I  mean  by  the  word  pathology.  There  are  various  ways,  capable  of  intelli- 

Maay  persons  speak  of  pathology  as  if  it  gible  description,  in  which  the  different  parts 

were  the  same  tlung  with  morbid  analogy,  of  the  body  may  be  altered  by  disease. 

That  is  not  the  sense  in  which  I  purpose  to  The  solid  parts  may  bealtered  in  bulk  ;  in 

QM  the  term.  Pathology  is  morbid  anatomy,  form;  in  consistence;  in  their  intimate  te»' 

but  it  is  something  more.  ture,  i.e.  in  the  qualities  and  arrangement  of 

A  knowledge  of  patiiology  (in  the  full  their  component  particles ;  and  in  situation, 

and  proper  acceptation  of  the  word)  implies  The  fluid  parts  may  also  be  altered  in 

indeed  a  knowledge  of  altered  structures  and  quantity  ;  in  quality ;  and  in  place* 

of  diseased  conditions ; — ^but  it  implies  also  And  many  of  these  alterations  may  ezbt 

an  e^Umation  of  these  —  a  knowledge  of  in  combination  with  each  other, 

what  precedes  them,  and  a  knowledge  of  Let  us  first  consider  the  solids, 

what  reeuUs  from  them.  They  may  be    simply  altered  in  bulk 

It  comprehends    therefore    the  fbllow-  without  any  change  of  texture ;  and  that  in 

ing  particulars :— 1.  A  knowledge  of  the  two  ways.    They  may  become  burger  than 

material    changes    to   which    the    several  natural,  or  smaller  than  natural.    In  tlie 

parts  of  the  living  body  are  subject :    2.  A  one  case  the  change  is  called  hypertrophy^ 

tmowledge  of  the  processes  or  actions  by  in  the  other  atrophy^ 

which  these  changes  may  be  wrought  t  3.  A  Hypertrophy,'-^Wo  find  the  bestillustrm- 

kaoiHedge  of  the  causes  which  set  these  pro-  tions  of  hypertrophy  in  the  muscular  system, 

cesses  on  foot ;  and  4.  A  knowledge  of  the  The  huge  muscles  visibly  prominent  in  the 

eoosequences  of  the  same  changes,  or  of  the  arm  of  a  blacksmith  or  pugilist,  and  in  the 

symptoms  they  oooasion.  log  of  an  opera  dancer,  a&rd  familiar  ez- 
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smpfef  of  it.     In  fhete  cues  the  incresied  Hie  nntritlTe  process  prepondentes  ovcrtbe 

bulk,  alliioiigh  it  may  be  nnsightlyi  as  being  reabsorbent.     That  bypertiopby  does  tbns 

oat  ii  proportion  to  other  parts,  is  not  dis-  result  from  an  excess  in  tlie  process  by  ^duch 

ease,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the  most  parts  are  nourished  and  built  np,  nnd  not 

perfbct  health.     By  constant  exercise  tine  from  a  defect  in  the  process  by  whidi  tliey 

moscles  acquire  preternatural  Yolame,  and  are  decomposed  and  remoTcd,  is  reDdeied 

weight,  and  power.     It  seems  to  be  a  btw  probable  by  the  fact  that  an  increased  qoan- 

which  prevails  eztensiTcly  in  the  animal  tity  of  nutrient  blood  is  sent  to  the  hyper- 

economy,  that  increase  of  function  should  trophied  part  ;     its  arteries  grow  hugcr : 

lead  to  angmentation  d  bulk.    The  function  this  we  peroeiTe  by  comparing  these  ▼nisrli 

of  the  muscular  system  is  contraction,  and  with  others    where  no  aooessicm  of   balk 

more  frequent  and    energetic    contraction  has    occurred.      This    opinion    is    Ibitiier 

begets  an  addition  of  substance.    .But  the  strengthened  by  the  converse  effect  produced 

same  principle  obtains  in  various  other  parts  upon  an  hypertrophied  part  (the  thyreoid 

and  tissues.    It  is  especially  noticeable  in  gland,  for  instance)  by  tying  its  principal 

some  of  the  organs  which  are  double.    If  nutrient  artery.      The  magnitude  of   the 

one  kidney  wastes,  or  is  spmled  by  disease,  broncbocele  diminishes.     It  is  curious  that 

an  increase  of  function  is  thrown  upon  the  no  such  alteration  of  sise  has  been  noticed  in 

otber,  and  by  a  beautiful  law  of  oompensa-  the   nerves    supplying    the   hypertrophied 

tion,  the  sound  organ,  without  any  altei«-  parts. 

tion  of  its  peculiar  fUiric,  enlarges.    The         Now    these   examples    of   hypertrophy 

same  is  observed  to  be  the  case  with  the  clearly  have  not  the  nature  of  disease.    But 

lungs.    The  law  resembles,  somewhat,  one  hypertrophy    is    often    plainly    connected 

that  is  familiar  to  political  economists,  and  with  disease,  while  still  it  is  not  itself  a 

is  expressed  by  them  intiiemarim—thatthe  morbid  process.     Thus  we  have  it  in  the 

supply  of  a  marketable  commodity  is  regu-  hollow   contractile    organs,    the   office    of 

lated  by  the  demand  for  it.    If,  in  respect  which  is  to  propel  fluids  :~in  the  heart 

to  a  muscle,  increase  of  force  be  habitually  when  the  progress  of  the  blood  suffers  some 

needed,  the  necessity  generates  the  requisite  mechanical  obstacle ;  in  the  bladder  whea 

addition  kjX  bulk,  wUch  implies  an  angmen-  the  urine,  and  in  tiie  intestinal  canal  whea 

tation  of  force.     One  kidney  becoming  in-  its  contents,  are  somehow  hindered  in  their 

efficient,  it  is  necessary   the  other  should  natural  course ;  or  when,  from  some  undue 

secrete  a  larger  quantity  of  urine ;  and  this  stimulus  or  irritation,  these  parts  respec- 

faculty  is  obtained  by  the  enlargement  of  tively  are  urged  for  a  long  time  together  to 

the  secreting  organ.  excessive,  or  too  firequent,  action.  I  shew  yon 

I  say  this  law  is  of  extensive  operation  in  preserved  specimens  of  each  of  these  changes, 

the  living  body :  but  it  is  not  universal.     It  You  will  find  that  muscular  structure  some- 

does  not  hold,  for  instance,  in  respect  to  times  becomes  apparent,  under  the  influence 

the  organs  of  the  special  senses.    One  eye  of  disease,  where  very  slight  traces  of  it,  or 

does  not  become  hypertrophic  when  the  other  none  at  all,  were  visible  before.    You  may 

is  blind ;  nor  one  ear  grow  larger  or  longer  sometimes  observe  this  in  the  air  tubes,  the 

because  the  other  is  deaf.     And  we  see  at  trachea  and  bronchi,  when  the  respiratory 

once  why  the  law  in  question  does  not  ai^ly  functions  have  been  long  embarrassed ;  and 

in  such  cases.      These  organs  differ  from  in  the  gall  bladder,  when  the  exit  of  the  bile 

such  as  I  mentioned  before— from  muscular  has  been  chronically  impeded.     And  it  ia 

and  glandular  parts— in  this ;  that  increase  worth  remarking  that  this  new,  or  greatly 

of  their  sise  would  not  augment  or  facilitate  exaggerated  appearance  of  muscular  tiasae, 

the  function  or  purpose  they  are  designed  to  which  is  the  product  of  disease  in  the  human 

serve.    A  muscular  arm  will  strike  a  harder  body,  is  a  part  of  the  natural  and  healthy 

bk>w,  or  lift  a  heavier  weight,  in  proportion  structure  in  some  of  the  inferior  animals. 


should  we  hear  more  acutely  or  more  clearly    particular  and  limited  sense— morbid,  merely 
if  our  ears  were  of  twice  the  ordinary  magnl-    as  being  associated  with  disease,  and  not 

tude.  ^  ******"■  ^  ^^^  o^^    processes    or    in 

Hypertrophy  of  this  unmixed  kind-un-  their  tendencies.  Manv  indeed  of  the  writers 
attended  by  any  change  of  textiUM|gdit  is  who  notice  them,  speak  of  the  hypertrophy 
to  this  that  the  term  shonl||^^^A«  «•  conrtitutmg  a  source  of  disease,  and  a 
possible  be  restricted)  is  bdi^^^^V  ^qMLdanger  to  the  patient.  But  I  ahaU 
upon  more  active  nutritiod^^^^^^kJJ^^BIg  ^  "°^  jou  hereafter  that  in 
(vrcfirpo^).  More  materi;i^^^^^B^^^^BI*|;f^^y/ compensatory  change, 
in  the  part  by  the  blood,  a^^^^^^^^^^^^HP . ^'^  me;-^  resouree  of 
than  are  received  back  fu^^^^^^^^^^^^BJ^'^l^  ^^^^S^r  ia  WMt- 
the  blood  to  be  takg^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Bf*  prolonged. 


HYPERTROPHY.  35 

It  may  be  said  of  hypertrophy,  th&tithas  exist,  while  the  others  either  remain  un- 
to do  with  diseaie  or  not,  very  much  accord-  altered,  or  are  changed  in  some  other  way. 
kig  to  its  seat.  As  regards  the  muscular  It  frequently  happens  that  when  one  corn- 
system — ^in  the  voluntary  muscles  it  is  gene-  ponent  part  is  thus  over  nourished,  it  is  so 
rally  innocent,  in  the  involuntary  it  is  gene-  at  the  eiqpense  (as  it  would  seem)  of  another 
rally  connected  with  disease,  sometimes  as  a  which  becomes  atrophied.  There  are  parts 
eause,  much  oftener  as  a  consequence,  some-  of  the  heart  upon  which  a  certain  quantity 
times  as  both  cause  and  consequeooe.  One  of  fiii  is  usually  ^kposited.  It  is  j  not  un- 
way  in  which  hypertrophy  may  manificstly  be  common  to  n^et  with  this  in  excess,  and  at 
a  cause  of  disease  is  by  the  pressure  of  an  the  same  tittie  to  find  the  muscular  texture 
enlarged  organ  upon  tin  parts  in  its  neigh-  of  that  oi^n  pale,  flabby,  soft,  and  wasted. 
bourfaood,  and  a  consequent  interference  What  luas  been  deemed  hypertrophy  of  the 
with  the  functions  or  the  soisatiOfis  of  those  fnroilr  breast  consists,  almost  always  I 
parta^  jMAfere,  in  excessive  development  of  its 
I  am  not  sure,  whether,  to  those  amow  adipous  tissue,  without  any  enlargement  of 
yon  who  are  beginners,  I  make  jsftea  the  gland  itself —or  even  with  its  diminntion» 
aoderstood.  An  example  or  two  ^Hl  fender  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  size  of  an 
what  I  mean  obvious.  hypertrophied  organ  is  augmented  ;  it  has  a 
It  often  happens  that  tbejvatSc  oiifice  of  larger  superficies  than  is  natural :  and,  there- 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  ^^vt  becomes  narrow  fore,  I  have  introduced  hypertrophy  to  your 
and  constricted,  in^paaequence  of  disease  in  noti^  among  the  alterations  to  which  parts 
the  semilunar  vylres  there  situate.     Under  are  liable  in  bulk. 

these  circmBptanoes,  more  forcible  contrac-  Bnt  it  is  not  always  so.  TTiere  may  be 
tiona  of  that  ventricle  are  required  for  the  hypertrophy  of  an  organ  without  enlarge- 
due  .peapidsion  of  the  obstructed  blood,  and  ment— in  at  least  thrae  different  ways  t-^ 
the  sraHs  of  the  ventricle  become,  accordingly,  Ist,  In  hollow  organs,  where  the  addi- 
iSiicker  and  stronger.  Here  the  hypertrophy  tional  substance  is  deposited  centrally,  and 
of  the  left  chamber  is  evidently  a  consequence  the  hypertrophy  takes  place  at  the  expense 
or   ejfect    of  the   disease  that   previously  of  the  tovity : 

existed  at  its  outlet.  2!dly,  In  any  organ,  whereof  the  hyper- 

On  the  other  hand,  when   the  thyreoid  trophy  is  confined  to  one  or  more  tissues, 

gland  is  enlarged,  it  8ometiD>e8  presses  so  while  the  others  are  proportionably  wasted : 

much  on  the  parts  that  lie  behind  it,  as  to  and, 

impede  the  breathmg,  or  the  swallowing.  3dly,  Hypertrophy  may  even  be  consistent 
In  this  case  the  hypertrophy  is  the  cause  of  with  no  alteration  of  shape,  or  increase  of 
oonsecutive  disease.  .  bulk  in  any  direction,  the  organ  occupying 
Hypertrophy  is  exceedingly  common  in  exactly  the  same  space,  and  preserving  the 
other  tissues  as  well  as  in  the  muscular.  Of  same  absolute  dimensions  as  before,  but  be- 
lts affecting  the  glandular  system  we  have  coming  more  full  of  component  particles, 
good  examples  in  what  I  have  just  men-  more  compact,  heavier.  This  state  is  well 
tloned,  the  true  bronchooele  —  in  certain  exemplified  in  certain  cases  of  hypertrophy 
forms  of  enlarged  prostate  —  in  the  thy-  of  bone  :  the  spongy  or  cancellous  texture  of 
Hius  gland  not  unfrequently.  Hyper-  the^one  disappears — its  specific  gravity  is 
trophy  of  the  adipous  tissue  displays  increased— it  iMecomcs  hard,  firm,  and  like 
Itself  in  partial  accumulations  of  fat— or  in  ivory.  The  structure  appears,  to  the  eye,  to 
that  general  and  extreme  obesity  which  be  changed,  yet  remains  the  same,  except  in 
may  amount  to  disease,  and  which  nosolo-  respect  of  its  density. 
gists  have  called  polytarcia.  Of  a  state  of  I  have  told  you  that  hypertrophy  is  usually 
the  brain  which  is  considered  to  constitute  a  conservative  and  salutary  change.  We 
hypertrophy,  I  shall  speak  more  particularly  ghall  meet  with  many  illustrations  of  this  as 
when  we  come  to  the  morbid  conditions  of  we  proceed.  But  I  may  take  the  present 
that  organ.  Hypertrophy  is  also  said  (I  am  occasion  of  pointing  out  to  you  some  of  the 
not  certain  with  how  much  propriety  always)  beneficial  tendencies  of  this  change  when  it 
to  occur  in  the  cutaneous,  mucous,  and  vas-  takes  place  in  bone.  For,  since  the  diseases 
cnlar  systems,  in  the  bronehial,  mesenteric,  of  the  bones  do  not  belong  to  my  province, 
and  mammary  glands,  in  the  liver,  spleen,  I  shall  have  no  other  opportunity, 
and  pancreas.  I  suspect  Uiat  ^e  enlarge-  Yon  probably  know  that  in  the  disorder 
ments  of  these  parts  to  which  the  term  hy-  called  rickets,  occurring  principally  in  child- 
pertrophy  has  beto  sometimes  applied,  most  hood,  the  bones  are  soft,  and  deficient  in 
frequently  combine  some  alteration  of  tex-  their  more  solid  ingredient ;  so  that  they 
ture  with  the  increase  of  sice,  and  therefore  bend  under  the  weight  of  the  body  or  the 
are  not  strict  examples  of  hypertrophy.  oontraction  of  the  muscles  attached  to  them  : 
It  is  of  importance  that  you  should  be  after  a  certain  period  this  disproportion  in 
aware  that  hypertrophy  of  one  or  more  of  the  constituent  particles  of  the  osseous 
^^e  component  tissuea  of  an  oigan  may  tissue  ceases ;  but  the  bones  are  permanently 
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distorted,  and,  therefore,  less  adapted  to  If  that  were  aieertained,  we  might  hope  to 
their  office,  and  less  strong,  than  if  they  had  diacoTer  the  actual  office  of  certain  parti  of 
remained  straight.     Now  Uie  nataral  remedy    the  hody,  the  uses  of  ^Hiich  we  do  not  yet 

that  ensues  is  yery  striking  and  beautiful,  imderstand  (of  the  thyreoid  gland,  for  ex* 

The  bent  bones  become  hypertrephied  in  ample)   by  investigating  the  circnmslBBoea 

certain  places  ;   they  grow  thicker,  denser,  under  which  they  become  subject  to  hyper* 

harder,  and,  consequently,  stronger,  at  the  trophy.     InMr.  Mayo'sOttZ/tnct  <{^/ftnH«i 

very  concave  part  where  the  stress  of  the  Pathology^  a  case  is  related  of  hypertrophy 

pressure  is  the  greatest.  of  the  tongue,  in  a  young  child,  treated  by 

The  foUowing    experiment    shewed    the  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham.     It  would 

same  thing  in  a  somewhat  different  manner,  seem  to  be  impossible  to  account  for  this  by 

An  inch  of  the  middle  part  of  the  fibula  of  a  any  increased  energy  in  the  known  functions 

quadruped  was  cut  out.     A  long  time  after-  of  that  member. 

wards  the  animal  was  killed..    The  tibia  was  A  few  isolated  facts,  bearing  upon  some 

then  found   to  have  become  considerably  points  connected  with  this  inquiry,    have 

thickened  exactly  in  that  part  of  it  which  been  made  out. 

corresponded  to  the  defect  in  the  fibula*.  In  the  first  place,  certain  localities  appear 
Hie  same  principle  appears  still  more  to  be  influential  in  the  production  of  certain 
conspicuously  in  a  case  of  disease  related  by  forms  of  hypertrophy.  Thus  bronchooeie 
Cruveilhier.  He  saw  in  the  Hospital  at  is  very  frequent  among  the , inhabitants  of 
Limoges  a  young  man  who  had  lost,  (ftrom  certain  districts  —  espedally  in  dose  or 
necrosis  with  suppuration)  the  midiUe  third  marshy  vallies  at  tiie  feet  of  high  mountains, 
of  his  tibia;  of  the  larger  of  the  two  bones  of  Its  real  cause  is  to  be  sought  in  some  condi. 
the  leg.  The  lost  bone  had  not  been  re-  tion,  hitherto  undetermined,  of  the  air  of 
produced,  but  the  fibula,  the  naturally  those  places,  or  of  the  water,  or  of  both, 
slender  bone,  had  become  thick  and  strong  2dly,  Certain  congenital  or  acquired  con- 
enough  to  support  the  whole  weight  of  his  ditions  of  the  body  tend  to  produce  local 
body.  h3rpertrophy.  In  that  peculiar  dia^eeia 
I  was  explaining  to  you  that  hypertrophy  which  we  call  the  strumous^and  of  which  I 
may  exist,  without  enlargement.  On  the  shall  have  much  to  say  hereafter— eertain 
other  hand  there  may  be  enlargement,  with-  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  upper  lip,  and  the 
out  any  change  of  structure,  and  yet  no  extremities  of  .the  long  bones,  undergo  a 
hypertrophy.  The  liver  and  spleen  are  apt  kind  and  degree  of  enlargement  that  seems 
to  acquire  a  considerable  increase  of  bulk  properly  to  fall  within  the  definition  of 
firom  mere  congestion  and  distension  of  their  hypertrophy. 

vessels  by  blood.      An  immense  spleen  will  3dly,  Certain  habits  of  life  have  a  distaact 

shrink  into  its  proper  size  in  a  few  hours,  effect  in  promoting  certain  forms  of  hypcr- 

after  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach,  whereby'  trophy      Full  diet,  with  bodily  inactivity, 

the  gorged  venous  system  of  the  abdomen  leads  to  hypertrophy  of  the  adipous  tissue, 

has  been  relieved.     Dr.  Townsend  mentions  So  general  is  this  tendency,  that  we  confi- 

a  remarkable  example  of  the  same  kind  dently  act  upon  it  in  the  fatttening  of  animals, 

respecting  the  liver.      The  inferior  cava  had  Shut  a  healthy  pig  up  in  a  small  sty,  an«i 

been  compressed  by  an  aneurismal  tumor,  so  give  him  as  much  food  as  he  is  wilUng  to 

that  the  passage  of  blood  from  the  liver  was  eat,  and  you  ensure  his  rapid  pinguescencae. 

greatly  impeded.       Under    these    drcum-  If  you  cannot  so  certainly  attain  the  same 

stances  the  liver  became  so  large  as  nearly  result  by  similar  means  in  the  human  animal, 

to  reach  the  crest  of  the  ilium.     Suddenly  it  is  chiefly,  I  believe,  because  moral  causes, 

the  aneurism  burst,  the  pressure  was  taken  and  especially  mental  anxiety,  will  effectually 

from    the    cava,    tiie  hepatic    veins    were  counteract  those  means.     A  healthy  man, 

allowed  to  empty  themselves,  and  before  the  with  a  quiet  mind,  using  habitually  a  full 

body  was  opened  for  inspection,  the  liver  nutritious  diet,  and  leading  a  sedentary  life, 

had  nearly  resumed  its  natural  situation  and  will  fatten,  I  apprehend,  as  unfailingly  as  a 

dimensions.  calf,  or  a  turkey.     Sometimes,  indeed,  fat 

Of  the  causes  of  hypertrophy  little  moro  accumulates,  to    an  enormous  extent,    in 

is  known  than  I   have  alr^y.  told  you.  spite  of  abstinent  habits,  and  very  active 

The  most  important  circumstance  for  you  to  exerdse. 

remember  is  that  increase  of  function  pro-  4thly,  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  removsd 

duces  increase  of  nutrition.    This  is  nearly  of  certain  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  testidea 

a  general  fact ;   but  whether  the  converse  in  male  animals,  and  the  ofaries  in  females, 

proposition  be  as  generally  true — whether  .  increases  the  disposition  to  accumulate  fat. 

hjrpertrophy  of  a  part  always  denote  increased  The  same  tendency  appears  to  be  given,  lior 

activity  in  its  function—- is  much  less  certain,  a  time,  by  the  extirpation  of  the  spleen. 

Of  tht  curative  methods  that  hypertrophy 

"                                                               "  may  requin  it  would  be  pkemature  to  speak 

*  Mr.  8taiiley*s  Lectures,  ColL  Surg.  at  present. 
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The  hdk  of  parts  may  also  be  mtgmented  sometimes  displays  itself.    But  here  it  is  no 

la  ▼aiiooa  other  ways.    The  hollow  organs  longer  compatible  with  tlie  integrity  and 

may  be  inordixutely  distended  by  an  undue  well-being  of  the  system.    The  arrest  or  re- 

aocomulation  of  their  natural  contents,— or  tardation  of  the  nutritive  function  produces 

by  matters  that    do*  not   enter    them  in  changes  of  great  interest,  and  gives  rise  to 

health : — the  solid  orfguiM  may  have  their  Tarious  kinds  of  monstrosity.      Harelip*- 

sixe  increased  by  the  presence  of  matter  -  fissure  of  the  palate — certain  malformations 

foreign  to  their  natural  composition,  collected  of  the  heart — ^are  familiar  examples  of  the 

in  their  interior,  or  distributed  through  the  consequences  of  intra-uterine  atrophy, 
interstioes  of  their  proper  tissues, or  deposited        Atrophy,  considered  as  a  morbid  process, 

upon  their  surfsce:   and  in  each  case  the  is  conspicuous,  no  less  than  hypertrophy, 

functions  of  the  part  itself  may  be  disturbed  in  the  muscular  system.     We  see  it  in  the 

or  suspended  ;    or  the  functions  of  parts  Yoluntary  muscles,  whenever  a  limb  remains 

immediatxdy  contiguous  to  it  may  sustain  long  in  a  state  of  inaction -^whetiier  from 

damage  from  its  pressure  ;  or  the  functions  pali^  dependent  upon  disease  in  the  brain 

of  dii^ant  parts  connected  with  it  by  de-  or  spinal  cord  ;    or  from   pain  connected 

pendency  of  office  may  be  disordered ;  or  all  with  disesse  of  a  joint  \  or  from  perversion 

these    consequences    may    exist    together,  of  the  will,  as  in  the  self-inflicted  penance 

Numerous  examples  of  them  all  will  here-  of  the  Pakir.     The  same  law,  tfaierefore, 

after  be  brought  under  your  notice.  obtains    here,    which  was    previously    an- 

Atrophy.^^ljBlt  us  next  attend  to  that  nounced ;  the  development  of  a  part  is  pro- 
condition  which  is  the  opposite  of  hypertro-  portioned  to  the  activity  of  its  function.  In 
phy — to  atrcphpf  namely,  in  which  parts  be-  most  cases  I  believe  the  atrophy  will  be 
come  notably  smaller  than  natural,  without  found  to  resolve  itself  into  a  deficient  supply 
other  alteration  of  texture.  of  healthy  arterial  blood.     Mere  inaction 

The  two  conditions  contrast  strongly  with  will  produce  it ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the 

each  other  in  their  nature  and  origin,  as  well  inaction  operates  simply  by  diminishing  the 

as  in  their  physical  character.  flow  of  arterial  blood  to  the  muscle.     It  has. 

Hypertrophy  depends  essentially  upon  an  indeed,  been  supposed   that  in    paralysed 

increase  — atrophy  upon  a  diminution  or  limbs  the  altered  condition  of  the  nervous 

defect,  of  the  nutritive  functions.     You  will  influence  has  also  some  share  in  determining  , 

find  that  atrophy  plays  an  important  part  in  the  atrophy.    The  alleged  (acts  on  whi(£ 

altering  the  bodily  organs,  both  in  health  this  supposition  is  founded  are  of  this  kind, 

and  in  disease.  '  In  the  first  place,  when  the  palsy  is  imper- 

Of  the  effect  of  atrophy  in  causing  al-  fleet,  the  diminution  of  bulk  in  the  muscles 

terations   oonnstent    with    health,    I  shall  is  not  always  (they  say)  in  proportion  to 

merely  remind  y<m  of  some  instances,  that  the  degree  in  which  their  power  of  action  is 

you  may  the  better  comprehend  its  morbid  impaired.     But  it  is  not  very  easy  to  mea- 

operation.  sure  and  compare,  in  different  cases,  either 

There  are  parts  of  the  body,  as  you  well  the  amount  of  action  remaining  to  the  mus- 

know,   destined  for  a  temporary  purpose  cles,  or  the  degree  in  which  they  waste, 

only.     Upon  Uie  cessation  of  their  especial  Secondly,  it  has  been  remarked  that  when  a 

function  they  dwindle,  or  disappear.    We  limb  is  deprived  of  the  power  of  motion  by 

have  examples  of  this  in  the  thymus  gland,  some  injury  that  destroys  or  interrupts  the 

in  the  supra-renal  capsules,  and  in  those  functions  of  its  principal  nerve,  atrophy 

parts  of  the  mechanism  of  the  ciroulation  takes  place  to  a  greater  degree,  and  more 

that  are  peculiar  to  the  foetal  state.    The  rapidly,  than  when  the  palsy  results  firom 

atrophy  here  begins  as  soon  as  the  child  is  disease  of  the  brain.    But  any  local  injury 

bom,  and  not  o^y  is  consistent  with,  but  is  which  afibcts  the  functions  of  the  nerve  will 

necessary  to,    its  perfeet  health.    As  life  be  likely  to  impair  the  functions  of  other 

advances,  we  see  the  same  principle  at  work,  parts  of  the  limb  slso,  and  among  the  rest, 

remodelling  firom  time  to  time  those  stmc-  those  of  the  arteries.       I  therefore  look 

tures  of  which  the  office  has  only  a  limited  upon  the  proposition,  that  what  is  called  a 

duration.     After  the  child-bearing  period  in  "  change  in  the  innervation "  of  a  part 

women  is  over,  when  the  functions  of  the  tends  to  occasion  its  atrophy,  as  at  least  a 

ovaries  expire,  these  organs  shrink,  through  questionable  proposition  :   and  even  if  its 

atrophy.     It  is  so  wi&  the  testes  of  old  truth  could  be  established,  the  change  of  in- 

metk.-   Indeed  atrophy,  to  a  certain  extent,  nervation  would  be  most  likely  to  operate  by  , 

pervades  all  parts  of  die  system  in  old  age :  somehow  reducing    the  supply  of   healthy 

the  muscles  diminish   in  sise,  the  whole  arterial  blood.     The  nerves  belonging  to 

body  is  less  plump,  the  bones  lose  a  portion  palsied  and  atrophied  muscles  are  said  not 

of  their  substance,  and  become  brittle.  to  diminish  in  site.      It  is  with  the  arterial 

£ven  in  the  period  of  festal  life  this  pro-  circulation,  certainly,  that  atrophy  if  most 

cess,  by  wlucb  parts  are  starvedand  ttuntedt  concanied.     It  is  upon  a  diminiition  <tf  the 
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number  of  the  smaller,  and,  perhaps,  also  of  It  is  scarcely  necyasarj  to  obiefT«  that  the 

the  capacity  of  the  larger  arteries,  that  senile  changes  of  bulk  which  we  have  been  consi' 

atrophy  depends.     We  find  atrophy  of  the  dering,   imply  often,  though  not  always, 

brain  accompanying  certain  diseased  condi-  changes  of  yorm  also.    Yon  will  hare  one  ow 

tions  of  its  main  arteries.     So  the  testicle  two  of  the  chambers  of  the  heart  greatly 

withers  when  the  spermatic  artery  is  tied  for  enlarged,  while  the  ethers  remain  <rf  tlieir 

the  cure  of  Taricocele.  natural  size.     Of  ooune  this  altered  propor* 

Pres9ure  of  any  kind,   exercised  either  tion  modifies  the  shape  of  the  or|pv. 

npon  the  larger  arterial  trunks,  or  upon  the  Signal  changes  of  form  arcprodooed  also 

capillary  vessels,   so  as  to  lessen  without  by  inflammation,  by  pressaie,  and  in  Yarioos 

completely  preyenttng  the  supply  of  blood,  other  ways.     But  after  all,  modificationa  of 

will  be  found  to  give  rise  to  atrophy,  when-  figure  are  rather  to  be  comridered  aa  aret- 

evcr  the  due  quantity  of  blood  is  not  fur-  dentt  of  disease  than  among  Ha  hnportant 

nished  by  the  establishment  of  a  collateral  elementt :  and  I  pass  on  to  other  alterations, 

circulation.     Chronic  inflammation  is  some-  Induration. — Various  parts  of  the  body 

times  attended  by  the  wasting  of  the  part  are    liable  to  be  changed  in   eontuitnee. 

which  it  occupies.     It  acts,  in  ail  probability.  They  may  become  harder  and  firmer  than 

by    unfitting     the     capillary    arteries     for  before  :   or  they  may  become  softer.      To 

transmitting  the  requisite  quantity  of  blood,  the  state  of  increased  or  annatural  hardnesift 

Various  diseases,  by  which  the  supply  of  the  term  induration  has  been  appKed :    tha 

nutriment  to  all  parts  of  th6  body  is  checked  same  word  is  used  also  to  express  the  pro- 

at  its  source  in  the  digestive  organs,  or  by  cess  of  hardening.     To  the  state  of  d&mi- 

which  some  unnatural  drain  upon  the  system  nished  consistence  we   give  the  name   of 

is  kept  up— by  which,  in  short,  the  quantity  Moftenvng,     The  French  paitiiologists,  who 

of  the  nutrient  fluid  is  diminished,  or  Us  first  noticed  this  condition  as  an  ekment  of 

quality  impaired— produce  a  greater  or  less  disease,  call  it  ramollistemtni. 

degree  of  general  atrophy :  but  to  this  uni-  You  are  already  aware— those  of  yov  who 

versal  wasting  we  usually  apply  the  term  have  attended  the  lectures  of  the  Professors 

emaciation,  of  midwifery  and  of  anatomy— tiiat  a  slow 

Atrophy,  then,  such  at  least  as  is  morbid  process  of  natural  and  healthy  induiation  is 

in  its  nature,  may  be  the  consequence  of  going  on  throughout  the  body  firem   the 

inaction,  of  compression,  of  chronic  inflam-  earliest  period  of  uterine  life  to  extreme  old 

mation,  and  of  various  diseases  :  but  in  all  age. 

cases  the  defect  of  nutrition  which  causes  There  are  several  ways  in  whidi  tmnatofal 

the  atrophy  seems  to  be  resolvable  into  a  induration  may  take  pbce. 

diminished  supply  of  healthy  blood  through  Induration  of   an    organ   may  happen, 

the  arteries.  without  any  other  alteration  of  its  proper 

As  in  hypertrophy,  so  likewise  in  atrophy,  tissue,  in  consequence  of  inordinate  fvdneaa 

the  change  may  be  limited  to  some  one  or  of  its  blood-vessels.    This  is  apt  to  occor  in 

more  of  the  component  tissues  of  a  part : —  the  lungs,  or  liver,  whenever  the  free  exit  of 

and  from  this  altered  proportion  of  its  con-  blood  from    these  organs  is  in  any   way 

stituent  tissues  the  appearance  of  the  part  impeded.     They  become  stretdied,  tense, 

poay  be  remarkably  modified.  resisting,  hard. 

So  also,  as  hypertrophy  may  exist  without  In  like  manner  induration  of  tiie  hollow 

any  increase  of  absolute  sixe,  atrophy  may  organs,  or  of  cellular  parts,  will  arise  (with- 

occur  without  any  diminution :    as  in  the  out  any  change  of  their  texture)  from  aa 

heart,  when  the  cavities  are  dilated  in  the  midueaccumulationof  fluids  within  them  :— 

exact  degree  in  which  their  walls  become  of  bile,  for  example,  in  the  gaU-bladder— of 

thinner.     Bones,  externally  sound  in  appear-  urine,   in  its  receptacle  —  of  gases  in  the 

ance,    have  had  their  specific   gravity  so  stomach  and  intestines— of  serosity  in  the 

greatly  reduced  by  internal  atrophy,  that  cellular  tissue. 

they  would  float  upon  water  like  a  cork.  In  either  of  these  kinds  of  induration  the 

It  is  a  curious  fiEu:t^  which  I  mentioned  unnatural  hardness  may  be  temporary  only — 

in  other  terms  before,— that  an  atrophied  or  it  may  be  the  permanent  accompaniment 

part  is  sometimes  plentifully  encompassed  of  other  disease.     It  is  necessary  that  yon 

by  fat.     But  diis  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  should  be  aware  of  its  occurrence,  and  of  its 

accompaniment.    Why  it  happens  in  one  nature.     I  say  of  its  nature f  because  this  is 

case,    and   not  in  another  —  whether    the  not  always  understood.    In  the  induration 

adipous    hypertrophy   is    ever    the    cause  arising  from  the  last  circumstance  I  men- 

of  the  atrophy  associated  with  it,  or  the  tioned— viz.,  from  infiltration  of  the  cellular 

atrophy  the  cause  of  the  hypertrophy :-—  tissue  with  the  serous  or  albuminous  parts 

these  are  questions  which,  in  the  present  of  the  blood— from  mdema,  in  shortp-^the 

state  of  the  science  of  medicine,   do  not  hardness  has  sometimes  been  erroneously 

^djuit  of  any  certain  solution.  ascribed  to  some  other  morbid  coiMlition, 
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Dr.  Canwell  has  «bewn  that  in  the  curioiis  pendent  of  inflammation.  Blood  is  collected 

diaeaae  of  new-bom  children  who  are  said  to  and  coagulates  in  a  part  of  the  lung  which 

be  skint-b^und,  the  hardness  of  the  surface  is  ehoiild  contain  air— in  the  vesicles  of  one  or 

the   consequence  of  simple  oedema  of  the  more  of  its  lobules :  the  lobules  thus  gorged 

subcntaaeous  cellular   tissue.      The  same  with  blood  become  even  harder  and  firmer 

phenomenon  is  remarkable  in  oedema  of  the  than  when  hepatized — but  by  a  different 

tongue.     I  bdieve  the  induration  belonging  process. 

to  oedona  will  be  found  to  be  the  greater  in         In  the  instances  last  mentioned,  fluids, 

proportion  as  the  effusion  is  recent,  and  has  after  escaping  from  their  proper  vessels — i.e. 

taken  pjace  rapidly.  in  technical  phrase,  after  being  extravasated, 

Again,  induration  may  accompany,  and  be  pass  into  the  solid  form,  and  thereby  render 

a  consequence  of,  simple  hypertrophy.     Of  the  parts  which  they  pervade  harder  and 

this  I  have  already  shown  you  examples :  more  firm.     But  fluids  may  concrete  and 

especially  in  the  eburnation  (as  it  has  been  harden  within  their  proper  vessels,  and  so 

called)  of  hypertrophied  bone.  lead  to  another  form  of  induration.     Thus 

Induration  of  an  organ  may  also  result  the  blood,  under  certain  circumstances, 
from  the  ejrpression  of  its  fluid,  and  the  coagulates  in  the  living  veins — nay,  some- 
compression  of  its  solid  parts.  We  see  this  times  even  in  the  heart  itself:  and  we  may 
extremely  well  in  the  hmg,  when  it  has  hereafter  have  to  consider  the  conditions 
been  thrust  and  flattened  against  the  verte-  under  which  this  coagulation  is  liable  to 
bral  column  by  fluid  effused  into  the  pleura  occur,  and  the  serious  consequences  that  it 
—  or  when  it  is  still  more  tightly  bound  involves.  The  bile  again,  as  you  probably 
down  by  an  investing  layer  of  plastic  lymph,  know,  sometimes  concretes,  by  a  rude  kind 
In  this  way,  therefore,  indur^ition  may  be  of  crystallisation,  into  what  are  called  gall 
consistent  with  atrophy.  That  the  natural  $tonea :  and  the  passage  of  these  calculi 
structure  of  the  hardened  lung  is  not  always  through  the  narrow  ducts  that  connect  the 
lost  in  these  cases  we  know,  because  we  can  gall  bladder  with  the  bowel  is  apt  to  be 
restore,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  its  bulk  attended  with  pain  the  most  intense.  The 
and  spongy  feel,  by  forciblv  inflating  it.  formation  of  urinaiy  calculi  i»  not  exactly 
The  spleen  sometimes  exhibits  the   same  of  the  same  kind. 

kind  of  induration,  under  the  constricting        Numerous  specimens  of  all  the  changes  I 

force  of  an  investing  false  membrane.    I  am  have  been  describing  are  upon    the    table 

mentioning  samples  only  of  these  changes.  before    you.     You    may  examine  them  at 

More  frequently  induration  depends  upon  leisure  aifter  lecture,  or  in  the  museum, 
the  presence,  in  the  internal  texture  of  parts,         I  have  yet  to  notice  another  source  of 

in  the  little  spaces  left  between  their  com-  unnatural  induration,  in  tba  deposition  or 

ponent  tissues,   of  fluid  or  solid  matters  growth  of   unorganised   masses  of  matter 

which  are  not  found  there  in  the  healthy  within  the  body,  differing  remarkably  from 

state.  Bony  or  earthy  particles  are  sometimes  any  of  the  solids  or  fluids  that  enter  into  its 

laid  down,  and  the  part  thus  changed  is  said  healthy  composition.    These  unnatural  for« 

to  be  ossified.    There  are  few  parts  of  the  mations  vary  considerably  in  their  nature 

body  in  which  this  kind  of  induration  does  and  appearance,  and  in  their  consistenoe  at 

not  occasionally  take  place.     It  is  especially  different  periods.     Sometimes  they  exist  in 

common  in  the  coats  of  arteries,  and  in  the  distinct  and  separate  masses,  and  whether 

subserous  tissues.  Blood,  or  fluids  separated  hard  or  soft  in  themselves,  cause  induration 

from  the  blood,  may  fill  and  obliterate  the  by  their  pressure  upon  surrounding  textures : 

natural  interstices,  and  concreting,  tend  to  sometimes  they  are    diffused    through    or 

solidify  and  harden  the  part  which  they  among  the  natural  tissues  of  a  part,  which 

occupy.     What  la  called  hepatisation  qf  the  thus   they  indurate.     All  the  varieties  of 

lung  is  a  good  instance.     I  need  not  tell  you  tubercle,  and  of  carcinoma,  and  many  other 

that  the  healthy  lung  is  spongy  and  crepi-  forms  of  disease  which  have  been  styled 

tant  under  pressure :  in  this  altered  state  it  malignant,  fall  under  this  head, 
no  longer  crackles  between  the  fingers — its        These  new  and  morbid  products  play  a 

spongy  character  is  lost  —  it  resembles  liver  fearful  part  in  disorganising  the  bodily  fhmae, 

in  its  compactness  and  colour,  and  it  is  and  ui    embittering    and    shortening  life, 

therefore  said  to  be  *'  hepatised."    This  is  They  will  necessarily  occupy  much  of  our 

a  consequence  of  inflammation ;  and  indura-  attention  in  the  progress  of  the  course.     At 

tkm  of  this  kind  is  a  very  common  conse-  present  I  merely  point  them  out  as  illustra- 

qnence  (as  we  shall  see)  of  the  same  morbid  tions  of  the  manner  in  which  the  consistence 

process  in  various  other  parts  and  organs,  of  parts  may  be  increased. 
Another  instance  of  induration  of  the  pul- 
monary substance  we  have  in  what  is  badly  '""'*' 
called  pulmonary  apoplexy.    This  is  inde- 
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f        ,  or  less  separated  from  its  connectioiiis 

A  RESUME  OF  ^th  the  globe.  The  shortened  'nntrli'g 

DR.  FRANZ'S  EXPERIENCE  IN  must  be  pafecUy  divided,  either    in 

CURING  STRABISMUS  ^^^  tenmnous  portion  close  to    the 

sclerotica,  or  in  their  muscular  fibra 

BY  AK  OPERATION ;  BBiNo  AX  ANswEB  TO  at  a  CTcatcr  dlstaucc  from  thia  mem- 

THE  NOTE,  IN  A  LATE  NUMBEB,  SIGNED  branc,  or,  what  amouttts  to  the  wme 

SOLOMON  siNOLMTE."  ^biVig,  all  couuectioDS  of  the  shortened 

«_ ..    »^..      >..    m>rj.    ,^     ..  muscles  with  the  sclerotica  must  be 

2b  ike  Editor  qf  the  Medteal  Gazette.  niore  or  less  separated.    The  degree  of 

Sib,  squinting  determines  the  extent  of  se* 
As  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  judg-  paration  of  the  conjunctiva,  as  well  as 
ing  of  the  ultimate  effects  of  Dieffen-  of  the  muscles  from  the  balL 
bach's  operation  for  strabismus,  I  beg  ddly.  Even  if  these  two  princtpal 
leave  to  state  in  general  the  result  ^  rules  have  been  thoroughly  observed, 
my  experience,  for  the  express  satisfac-  the  result  may  be  yet  unsuccessful, 
tion  of  the  inquirer  regarding  squint-  where  the  after-treatment  is  not  pro- 
curing, being  an  answer  to  the  Questions  perly  conducted.  An  appropriate  ose 
contamed  in  his  note  pubUshea  in  your  or  exercise  of  the  eye,  ana  strict  atten- 
number  for  Sept  19.  tion  to  the  activity  of  the  antagonixm^ 

I  will,  in  the  first  place,  mention  a  muscle,  are  here  the  chief  indications, 

few  points  on  which  the  perfect  sue-  Where   these  three   principles    are 

cess  of  the  operation  depenos.    If  these  stricUy  adhered  to,  a  perfect  and  per- 

points  are  not  adhered  to,  certainly  the  manent  cure  of  strabismus  may  always 

squinting  may  not  only  not  be  cured,  be  predicted.    The  perfect  success  of 

but  rendered  even  more  formidable,  or  the  operation  consists  not  only  in  the 

sight,  if  not  the  organ  itself,  entirely  removal  of  the  unsightly  deformity,  bat 

be  destroyed.                                    ^  in   the  pupil  occu^ng  exactly  the 

Istly.  Not  every  case  of  squinting  centre  or  the  orbit ;  m  the  eye  enjoying 
admits  of  treatment  by  operation ;  great  freedom  of  motion  in  harmony  with  its 
care  and  attention  must  oe  paid,  there-  fellow,  together  with  an  expressive 
fore,  to  the  selection  of  the  case.  The  look ;  in  its  restoration  to  perfect  vision, 
muscles  drawing  the  eye  out  of  posi-  which,  during  the  existence  of  squint- 
tion,  the  division  of  wnich  is  intended,  ing,  was  very  limited ;  and  lastly,  in 
must  actually  be  shortened  or  con-  the  patient  operated  on  feeline  himself 
tracted.  The  contraction  of  the  muscles  removed  from  the  sphere  of  popular 
is  either  congenital  or  has  become  ha-  prejudice,  and  restored  to  that  tranquil- 
bituaL  The  cause  of  this  habitual  Hty  of  mind  of  which  he,  in  conmion 
contraction,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  with  all  deformed  persons,  was  de- 
must    by    therapeutical    or    surgical  prived. 

means  have  been  removed,  so  that  its  I  have  now  performed  this  operation 
action  at  the  time  of  operation  no  in  fifty-three  cases.  In  all  the  squint- 
longer  exists ;  or  it  must  be  of  such  a  ing  was  convergent,  and  in  a  few  the 
natiure  that  we  may  reckon  upon  era-  eye  was  at  the  same  time  directed  in- 
dicating it  entirelv  in  time.  The  wards  and  upwards.  In  most  cases  the 
squinting  must  not  be  complicated  with  squinting  existed  but  in  one  eye ;  in 
malformation  or  organic  disease  of  the  many  it  was  combined  with  a  cast  in 
brain,  of  the  orbit,  or  the  parts  in  the  the  other.  In  two  cases  the  inversion 
orbit.  The  age  of  the  patient  is  also  existed  in  both  e^es  to  such  an  extent, 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  In  my  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cornea  was 
opinion,  the  success  of  the  operation  hidden  by  the  inner  canthus.  In  eight 
will  be  very  doubtful  (with  the  excep-  cases  the  deformity  was  congenital ;  in 
tion  of  a  few  cases}  where  squinting  eleven  it  had  arisen  from  imitative  in- 
has  existed  from  forty-five  to  fifty  stinct  In  five  children  partial  opacity 
years.  of  the  cornea  was  combined  with  squint- 

2dly.  The  operation   must  be  per-  in^,  which  was  treated  before  the  ope- 

formed  with  care  and  skiU.     The  ball  ration  was  undertaken.    One  case  was 

of  the  eye  itself  must  never  be  injured,  first  operated  upon  for  a  partial  sym- 

The  coniunctiva  of  the  canthus  towards  blepharon ;  two  cases  for  cataract    In 

which  tne  eye  is  turned  must  be  more  one  case  the  eye  was  not  only  atro* 
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Sfaoed,  but  totally  amaorotic.    In  ano-  too  great  a  decree  outwards,  and  kept 

ler  patient  the  remote  cause  of  squint-  it  in  that  position^  the  external  rectus 

ing  was  an  earlier  hydrocephalus ;  the  was  dividea  a  fortnight  after  the  first 

proximate,  a  debility  of  the  abductors  operation. 

of  the  eyes,  which  luso  occurred  as  a  The  pupil  occui)ied  its  normal  posi- 
complication  in  many  of  the  other  tion  in  most  cases  immediately  after  the 
cases.  In  the  rest  of  the  cases  of  habi-  operation :  in  some  it  was  first  directed 
tual  squintine,  it  had  its  origin  in  va-  a  little  outwards,  or  was  not  on  a  level 
rious  ophthalmias,  teethine,  convul-  with  the  pupil  of  the  other  eye,  but  in 
sions,  injuries,  &c.  In  all  me  aflfected  both  instances  righted  itself  within  the 
eyes  weakness  of  sight  existed  to  a  first  four  or  ei^ht  days.  In  a  few  cases 
greater  or  less  extent ;  many  of  them  where  the  pupil  occupied  its  proper  po- 
were  perfectly  myopic.  Muscae  voli-  sition  immediately  after  the  operation, 
tantes,  photopsia,  nystaxis  or  nictitatio  it  became  shghtly  inverted  a  week  after- 
palpebrarum,  occurred  in  a  few  cases,  wards,  but  refi^ained  its  normal  position 
Where  the  eye  was  much  inverted,  the  in  a  space  of  nom  four  to  six  weeks,  by 
pupil  was  observed  to  be  dilated  when  proper  exercise  of  the  eye.  In  three 
the  eye  was  in  this  state.  cases  the  pupil  of  the  operated  .eye  is 
As  regards  the  steps  of  the  operation,  yet  slightly  inverted,  but  even  then 
the  fixing  of  Uie  eyelids  was  generally  only  when  thepersons  look  at  objects 
effected  by  the  fingers  of  one  assistant,  near  them.  This  may  be  attributed  to 
to  save  the  patient  from  the  great  and  the  squinting,  which  was  very  marked, 
unnecessary  pain  which  the  retractors  having  been  of  16,  23,  and  44  years' 
always  cause.  The  ball  of  the  eye  was  standmg  in  these  respective  cases,  be- 
always  kept  in  position  by  a  fine  hook  sides  being  comphcated  with  a  consi- 
passed  through  the  conjunctiva,  or  by  derable  degree  of  amblyopy,  short- 
a  pair  of  forceps  adapted  for  this  pur-  sightedness,  and  weakness  of  the 
pose,  in  order  to  spare  the  globe  mm  external  rectus.  Neglect  of  proper 
aU  dangerous  pressure  and  wounds,  exercise  of  the  eye  in  the  one  case,  in 
which  the  double  hook  for  the  sclero-  the  other  a  catarrhal  inflammation, 
tica  imparts  to  it  A  blunt  hook  for  which  attacked  the  eye  a  week  after 
passing  under  the  muscle  was  never  the  operation,  greatly  contributed  to 
found  necessary ;  but  it  may  be  of  ser-  this  result,  that  may  yet  in  time  be 
vice  after  the  completion  of  the  opera-  remedied  byjudicious  exercise  of  the  eye, 
tion,  if  used  as  a  probe  to  ascertain  and  the  treatment  of  the  weakness  of  the 
that  all  the  fibres  of  the  muscle  are  external  rectus,  which  is  still  continued, 
thoroughly  and  perfectly  divided.  In  In  the  third  case  the  use  of  caustic, 
nearly  all  cases  the  conjunctiva  was  which  was  three  times  employed  to 
divided  with  a  pair  of  scissors ;  and  in  destroy  a  tumescence  of  the  conjunc- 
all  these  were  used  for  the  division  of  tiva,  seems  to  have  contracted  this 
the  muscle.  The  muscle  was  found  membrane,  and  have  caused  the  slight 
atrophied  in  but  few  instances ;  in  some  cast  yet  to  be  observed.  The  above- 
it  was  hypertrophied,  and  in  many  its  mentioned  case,  where  the  inversion 
attachments  were  irregular,  bundles  of  had  orifidnated  in  hydrocephalus,  pre- 
muscular  fibres  being  inserted  to  the  sents  also  some  peculiarities.  After 
sclerotica  behind  the  proper  tendon,  or  division  of  the  shortened  muscles,  the 
tHa  expanded  to  a  greater  or  less  ex-  squinting  yet  remained  almost  in  the 
tent  upwards  or  £>wnwards.  The  same  degree  as  before  the  operation, 
bleeding  is  always  inconsiderable,  ge-  By  a  proper  exercise  of  the  eye,  by 
nerally  amounting  to  but  few  drops,  treatment  of  the  almost  paralytic  state 
The  operation  is  simple,  causes  but  of  the  abductors,  and  by  a  second  divi- 
little  pain,  and  may,  wnere  the  patient  sion  of  the  adductor  in  the  one  eye,  I 
is  qmet,  be  performed  in  one  minute,  however  succeeded  in  bringing  both 
In  not  one  case  was  the  operation  fol-  eyes  into  a  perfectly  normal  condition, 
lowed  by  inflammation.  In  five  cases  The  wound  in  the  conjunctiva  gene- 
it  was  necessary  to  divide,  besides  the  rally  heals  in  a  few  days.  Where  this 
internal  rectus,  the  superior  oblique  membrane  does  not  unite  perfectly  with 
also ;  and  in  some  to  divide  partially  the  sclerotica,  it  assumes  the  appear- 
the  superior  or  inferior  rectus.  In  one  ance  of  an  excrescence,  which  may  be 
case  where,  after  division  of  the  adduc-  more  safely  and  more  readily  removed 
tor,  the  abductor  drew  the  eyeball  to  with  the  scissors  than  by  means  of 
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caustic,  thus  sparing  the  patient  also  a 
great  deal  of  pain.  A  cicatrix  never 
remains  in  the  conjunctiva;  the  red- 
ness of  this  membrane  in  the  canthus 
also  disappears  within  two  or  four 
weeks.  In  some  few  of  my  earlier 
cases  the  vaivula  semilunaris,  which 
had  been  injured,  is  not  yet  quite  re- 
generated, and  the  ball  appears  a  little 
more  prominent  Those  eyes  that  were 
slightly  affected  with  weakness  of  sight, 
regained  in  a  few  weeks  a  full  power 
of  vision ;  but  where  amblyopy  existed 
to  a  greater  degree,  this  improvement 
of  sight  did  not  take  place  until  a 
longer  time  had  elapsed,  and  in  some 
even  therapeutical  means  were  neces- 
sary. Many  saw  objects  situated 
towards  the  temporal  side  of  the  ope- 
rated eye  more  distinctly  than  those  in 
other  situations.  In  all,  double  vision 
of  objects  situated  towards  the  nasal 
side  was  remarked:  in  some  this  oc- 
curred immediately  after  the  operation, 
in  others  after  the  lapse  of  a  week  or 
more.  Some  few  saw  objects  double 
only  when  placed  in  a  particular  posi- 
tion. This  distinctness  of  vision  towards 
the  temporal  side,  and  double  vision 
towards  tiie  nasal,  remained  in  some 
cases  only  a  few  days;  in  the  most, 
however,  several  weeks.  Where  muscae 
voUtantes,  photopsia,  nystaxis  or  nicti- 
tatio  palpebrarum  existed,  these  affec- 
tions decreased  in  proportion  as  the 
centre  of  the  posterior  nemisphere  in- 
cTeased  in  acuteness  of  sensation*. 
Manv  of  my  patients  have  confessed  to 
me  that  they  feel  themselves  far  more 
happy  and  opnlposed  in  mind  since  the 
removal  of  the  deformity. 

I  have  here  given  a  correct  statement 
of  my  experience  from  accurate  obser- 
vation, detailing  the  advantages  as  well 
as  the  disadvantages  that  have  at- 
tended m^  operations,  and  may  safely 
say  that  m  not  one  case  strabismus  has 
returned.  The  pupil  has  its  normal 
position;  the  motions  of  the  eye  are 
free,  both  eyes  actine  in  harmony. 
Even  in  the  three  above-mentioned 
cases,  where  the  success  of  the  opera- 
tion might  be  called  questionable,  the 
slight  inversion  of  the  operated  eye  can 
only  be  detected  by  a  careful  observer. 
In  proof  of  my  assertion,  I  .annex  the 
addresses  of  my  first  cases,  related  in 
several  numbers  of  the  Med.  Gazette 
for  this  year : — 

^  See  "  Physiolofi^cal  ObMryations  on  Eyei 
operated  on  for  the  cure  of  Strabismus/*  Medi- 
cal Gazbttb  for  June  26th,  1840. 


Case  L — ^Louisa  M'Gleishy  4,  Cha- 
pel Place,  South  Audley  Street.  The 
left  eye  was  slightiy  inverted,  but  the 
right  to  such  an  extent  that  one-third 
of  the  cornea  was  hidden  by  the  inner 
canthus.  This  is  one  of  the  less  success- 
ful of  the  above-mentioned  three  cases. 

Case  II. — Emma  Mattoks,  31,  Circus 
Street,  New  Road,  Marylebone.  The 
right  eye  slightly  inverted ;  in  the  Wt, 
the  inner  margin  of  the  cornea  was  in 
contact  with  the  caruncula  laciymalis. 
Both  these  cases  were  operated  upon 
on  the  10th,  and  published  17th  April. 

Case  III.— Thomas  W.  Gest,  9,  Phe- 
nix  Street,  Soho.  One-fourth  of  the 
cornea  in  the  left  eye  hidden  by  the 
inner  canthus.  Operated  upon  on  the 
6th  May;  published  by  Mr.  Stein- 
haeuser  on  the  22d  May. 

Case  VI. — William  Nicholson,  derk 
at  Messrs.  Leaf  and  Co.'s,  47,  Wood 
Street,  Cheapside.  The  left  eye,  in 
which  one-fourth  of  the  cornea  was 
covered  by  the  inner  anjp^le,  was  ope- 
rated upon  on  the  14th  of  May. 

Case  YII.  —  Susan  Ridgow,  61, 
Princes  Street,  Leicester  Square.  Right 
eye,  where  one-fourth  of  the  cornea 
was  hidden  by  the  inner  canthus,  ope- 
rated upon  on  the  20th  May.  BoUi 
these  cases  were  published  12th  of  June. 

In  concluding  I  may  perhaps  be  per- 
mitted to  answer  the  contended  ques- 
tion— "  to  whom  the  priority  in  execu- 
tion of  Dieffenbach's  operation  for 
strabismus  in  England  belongs  P"  By 
the  testimony  of  tne  Medical  Joumafs 
Mr.  B.  Lucas  published  his  first  case, 
operated  upon  on  the  11th  of  April,  in 
the  Lancet  for  the  18th  of  April.  The 
British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review 
for  July  a.  c.  says  "  we  believe  he  was 
the  first  to  penorm  it  in  England." 
My  two  first  cases  were  operated  upon 
on  the  10th  of  April,  and  published  in 
the  Medical  Gazette  on  the  17th  of 
April.  The  Medico-Chirurncal  Review 
for  July,  a.  c.  says,  "  As  Dr.  Franz's 
cases  have  had  the  priority  of  publica- 
tion we  think  it  only  fair  to  notice 
them."  The  Dublin  Medical  Press  of 
April  29th  states,  "We  believe  Dr. 
Franz's  operations  are  the  first  of  this 
kind  performed  in  Great  Britain." 

As  this  question  is  of  no  practical 
value,  I  thmk  it  of  very  httle  im- 
portance who  first  performed  the  ope- 
ration  for  strabismus  in  this  country. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Aug.  Franz,  M.D. 

19,  Golden  Square,  Sept.  23, 1810. 
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AN  iNQuisT  INTO  toiia  ov  TRv  OON8B.  the  cyc  caiinot  be  tiumed  inwaids  dther 

auBNCBs  AND  cAUSBs  OF  FAiLUBB  in  coiijimction  with  its  fellow,  or  con- 

OF  TRB  sentaneously  in  this  direction  when  its 

NEW  OPERATION  FOR  THE  CURE  fellow  is  turned  outwards.    And  when, 

OF  STRABISMUS  OR  SQUINTING.  ?°^"  certain  circumstances  that  will 

be  presently  noticed,  the  pupil  does 

Br.  E.  W.  DuFFiN,  Esa.  turn  a  little  inwards  alter  the  adductor 

Siuveon.  is  divided,  we  now  know   that  this 

IFbr  the  Medical  Gazette.^  movement  is  more  the  result  of  the 

rr«n*j««^  fr/»«  «.»^  iQ  \  conjoined  action  of  the  inner  fibres  of 

(Continttea  from  pof e  18.)  ^i.                            j    •   ^    •             ^     ^i_ 

*^  the  supenor  and  infenor  recti,  than 

.  -       -  .           ,  dependent  on  the  contractions  of  the 

As  the  arguments  adduced  in  my  last  superior   oblique  ;     and  that   cutting 

communication   to   explain    the  facts  these  inner  fibres,  though  not  the  most 

connected  with  the  two  smcular  cases  judicious  mode  of  proceeding,  always 

therein  related  are  not  founded  on  the  rectifies  the  position: 

ordinarily  received  doctrines  of  modem  As  the  contractions,  however,  of  the 

physiologists,  and  do  not   take    into  superior  oblique,  judging  from  the  di- 

consideration  the  acUon  of  the  obhque  action  of  the  fibres  of  the  second  belly 

muscles  as  opponents  of  the  abductor,  of  the  muscle,  as  weU  as  from  its  tendi- 

I  am  aware  they  are  m  these  respects  nous  insertion,  are  calculated  to  draw 

highly    objectionable ;    sUll,   as  they  the  eye  a  little  inwards,  and  to  rotate' 

appeared  reasonable,  and  so  directly  the  globe  slightly  downward^  and  the 

to  support  the  old  theory,    that  ap-  course  of  the  fibres  of  the  inferior  ob- 

parent  identity  of  ongin   wid   inter-  Hque  is  calculated  to  roU  the  eyeball  in 

communicaUon  of  nerves  m  theu-  course  a  contrary  direction,  it  is  possible  that 

are  calculated  to  produce  similarity  of  these  muscles  may,  in  some   degree, 

funcUon,  or  mutual  co-operation  m  the  act   as   antagonists     to  the  extmial 

action  of  the  muscles  to  which  they  .are  ^ctus  when  the  adductor  is  divided, 

distnbuted,    I  ventured  to   introduce  and  be  a  principal  cause  why  the  pupil 

them,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  con-  does  not  turn  outwards  by  the  action 

sidered,  pro  tempore,  ignorant  of  the  of  this  muscle  as  a  general  rule*, 

current  opinions   maintamed  at   the  For  want,  then,  of  a  more  precise 

present  day  on  this  subject    The  re-  and  satisfactory  ratumak  of  the  cir- 

searches  of  Drs.  Monro,  Whytt,  Alison,  cumstances  attending  the  first   girPg 

MuUer,  and  others,  have,    I  beheve,  case  recorded  in  my  second  communi- 

been  quite  successM  in  estabUshing—  cation,  although  liable  to  innumerable 

1.  That  although  nerves  maybe  m  objections,  itappears  to  me  that  we  toust 
juxta-position  in  the  same  sheath,  they  be  content  for  the  present  to  adopt  the 
never  absolutely  anastomose.  theory  of  Professor  Alison,  "  that  the 

2.  That  apparent  identitv  of  ongin  sympathetic  movements  of  the  eyes,  like 
does  not  by  any  means  imply  idenbty,  sympathies  in   general,   proceed  from 

^'■^^^i.""^^^^'^^^^*^^^"-    ^^^*.  nkffi/fl^  *«wa<wm*,  and  that  the  organs 

3.  That  all  norves  perfom  their  sympathize  with  each  other  only  so  far 
funcUonsmdependentlyofeachoaier*.  as  the  sensation,  which  is  the  natural 

The  opimon  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Man-  and  appropriate  stimulus  of  the  one,  is 

Chester,  that  the  parallehsm  of  the  eyes  excitable  by  irritation  of  the  other." 

18  pr^rved  by  the  action  of  the  supe-  it  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to 

nor  obhque  musclet,  althoiMfh  very  in-  ^eary  the  reader   by  burdening  my 

g;enious,  is  of  course  completely  nega.  practical  facts  by  a  lengthened  ^ysio- 

Uved  by  the  results  that  have  umformly  fogical  inquiry  into  their  cause,  how-    , 

followed  the  diviaon  of  the  adductor,  ever  interestmg  and  tempting  such  a 

Were  Mr.  Walker's  views  correct,  we    z 

should  expect  that  the  eyes  would  pre-  «  whilst  comcting  the  preu,  I  nuyjiist  sut« 

serve  their  consentaneous  movements  in-  that  l  have  this  dav  performed  ■ome  experimenti 

wards  aJikertheoDeration.becau»e  the  8U.  ^^'^^  ^^ ^'l^:t^ 

penorobhque  still  remains  uninjured  for  ohUqne  muscles.  The  ftcts  shall  be  pubUshed 

that  purpose :  but  we  find  the  reverse :  next  week,    in  the  meantime  Imaj  aprMS  my 

*^     *^       '                  conviction,  that  no  one  has  yet  divided  either  of 

' ■ :  these  muscles,  and  I  would  advise  no  one  to 

*  Vide  aa  Article  by  Professor  Alison,  9d  vol.  attempt  the  operation^  as  a  cure  for  strabismus, 

of  the  Bdin.  Med.  Chir.  Transactions.  without  perusing:  the  observations  I  have  to  offer 

'  t  Vide  Philosophy  of  the  Bye,  by  John  Walker,  upon  the  subject. 
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discussion  may  be,  having  it  in  view  sadsfaction  of  the  cnrionsi  or  in- 
to correct  and  publish  these  communi-  credulous,  numerous  examples  of  this 
cations  hereafter  in  a  separate  volume,  degree  of  perfection,  ^rery  thin^ 
illustrated  with  appropriate  engravings,  short  of  this,  although  the  oricinal  ob- 
when  I  shall  have  more  leisure  and  liquity  may  have  been  removed,  I  con- 
space  to  follow  up  the  investigation,  sider  an  evidence  of  only  partial  success. 
My  present  remarks,  therefore,  will,  I  But  to  return  to  the  question, 
trust,  be  considered  the  hasty  results  of  whether  squinting  ever  occurs  m  both 
practical  observations,  which  I  am  eyes  simmtaiieously.  I  beHeve  the 
anxious  should  be  made  known,  crude  more  general  rule  to  be,  that  the  distor- 
as  they  are,  before  they  can  be  appro-  tion  very  rarely  assaUi  both  eyes  at 
priated  and  promulgated  by  others.  the  same  precise  period,  but  tnat  in 

the  course  of  time  both  may  become 

At  first  sight  it  may  appear  unneces-  affected ;  the  second  being  gradually 

sary  to  warn  those  who  have  not  directed  implicated  by  sympathy,  or  by  the  un- 

their  attention  to  the  subject  of  strabis-  conscious   efforts   which   the   patient 

mus,  that  they  are  very  liable  to  select  niakes  to  render  the  axis  the  same,  in 

the  wrong  eye  for  operation ;  but  I  can  order  to  obviate  double  vision.     And 

assure  them  that  it  is  often  no  easy  although  for  a  length  of  time  the  dia- 

matter  to  determine  which  side  is  most  tortion  may  contmue  to  be  of  such  a 

affected,   or   whether   the   individual  nature  that  removing  it  from  the  eye 

squints  with  only  one  or  both  eyes.  which  was  first  attacked  will  remeor 

Mr.  Cipmmcunck  informs  us  that,  the  defect  in  that  subsequently  involved, 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  examin-  yet,  in  a  great  many  cases,  it  becomes 
ing  a  gre&t  number  of  persons  affected  a  permanent  disorder  in  both,  espe- 
with  squinting,  he  is  disposed  to  con-  cislly  if,  during  its  continuance, 
firm  the  statement  of  Buffon,  "that  the  eye  has  been  the  subject  of  stru- 
strabismus  never  affects  both  eyes  si-  mous,  or  other  inflammation,  calcn- 
multaneouslv.  Where  one  eye,"  says  lated  to  produce  any  thickening,  con- 
he,  "  18  much  affected,  the  other,  at  first  traction,  or  other  morbid  change,  in  the 
sifi^ht,  no  doubt  seems  equally  so ;  but  sub-muscular  cellular  tissue.  I  have 
when  operation  restores  the  distorted  always  found,  when  the  operation  con- 
eye  to  its  natural  position,  the  opposite  sistea  of  more  than  dividing  the  tendon, 
one  loses  its  apparent  deviation  either  And  the  strabismus  was  at  the  same 
immediately,  or  after  the  lapse  of  a  tune  of  long  duration,  that  ultimately 
short  time*."  the  second  eye  required  operation  also^ 

In  the  majority  of  instances  this  before  the  position  of  these  organs 
opinion  is  correct  j  but  I  cannot  assent  was  rendered  perfect  in  every  respect, 
to  the  statement  that  strabismus  "never  It  is  always  proper,  however,  to  operate 
affects  both  eyes  simultaneously,"  on  only  one  eye  at  a  time,  and  of 
because  I  have  seen  very  numerous  ex-  course  we  ought  to  select  the  most 
amples  to  (he  contrary,  and  have  been  faulty,  namely,  the  one  primarily  af- 
obliged  to  operate  on  tibe  second  eye  fected,  and  afford  the  other  the  chance 
also ;  and  this  I  have  done,  not  only  for  a  week  or  two  of  rectifying  itself 
>with  the  effect  of  totally  removing  without  an  operation, 
every  vestige  of  strabismus,  but  with  "The  degree  of  power,"  says  Mr. 
the  still  further  advantage  of  leaving  Guthrie,  **that  a  person  possesses  over 
both  eyes  so  precisely  simuar  in  generu  his  ^es,  is  occasionally  very  doubtful 
contour,  size,  and  appearance,  that  even  on  the  first  inspection  of  them,  both 
the  most  critical  observer  could  detect  eyes  squinting  in  turn  or  together,  and 
no  trace  of  former  distortion,  nor  per-  it  is  only  after  a  little  delay  that  the 
ceive  any  evidence  that  an  operation  really  defective  eye  can  be  clearly  as- 
had  been  performed,  beyond  the  shght  certained ;  whilst  in  others,  the  mo- 
remains  of  cicatrix,  resultmg  from  the  tions  of  the  eye  are  altogether  so  irre- 
wound  made  in  the  conjunctival  gular,  and  so  little  under  control,  that  it 
covering.  becomes  doubtful  which  muscle  should 

Unless  a  case  will  stand  this  test,  I  do  be  divided,  or  whether  it  would  be"* 

not  connder  it  entitled  to  the  epithet  proper  to  attempt  any  operation  at  all." 

perfect,  since  I  can  produce,  for  the  When,   then,    we    cannot    determine 

— this  question  by  inspecting  the  eyes, 

«  DobUn  Medical  Preu,  No.  88.  and  desiring  the  patient  to  look  at  an 
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object  placed  alternately  on  each  Bide  outwards,  in  unison  with  its  fellow, 
of  his  nose,  so  as  enable  us  to  estimate  when  the  individual  looks  at  an  object 
which  pupil  is  capable  of  being  turned  .placed  at  the  corresponding  side  of 
most  inwiurds,  we  shall  generally  be  nim.  In  short,  the  patient  can  move 
assisted  by  the  knowledge  which  the  his  eyes  in  any  direction  he  chooses ; 
individual  possesses  of  his  own  case,  but  as  soon  as  the  voluntary  efibrt 
except  in  children,  when  we  must  ceases,  they  yield  to  the  morbid  power 
either  rely  on  our  own  judgment,  or  by  which,  when  quiescent,  they  are 
on  such  information  as  we  can  obtain  controlled,  and  the  obliquity  returns, 
frcnn  the  patents  or  friends  of  the  party.  From  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of 
The  sight  of  the  eye  most  affected  is  these  facts  many  surgeons  are  misled 
very  often  somewhat  impaired,  and  in  in  their  early  attempts  to  relieve  stra- 
many  cases  partially  amainotio.  In-  bismus,  and  erroneously  consider  the 
dc«d,  one  of  tne  most  important  results  operation  completed  when  in  reality  it 
of  the  operation,  in  numerous  instances,  is  only  half  performed ;  or  when,  per- 
is the  subsequent  gradual  improvement  hapSi  the  tendon  has  not  been  even  cut 
of  vision.  A  person  who  squints  con->  at  all.  When  assisting  others,  I  have 
siderably  cannot  see  an  object  placed  at  frequently  pointed  out  that  the  opera- 
a  little  distance  from  him  with  both  tion  still  required  some  frulher  steps  to 
eyes  at  once :  hence  many  persons  render  it  perfect,  and  have  been  usually 
anected  with  strabismus  imagine  them-  met  by  the  observation,  "  that  nothing 
selves  to  be  near-sighted,  Mcause,  in  further  could  possibly  be  reauisite,  as 
order  to  see  an  object  distinctly,  t.  e.,  to  the  tendon  was  clearly  divided,  and  the 
obtain  the  advantage  of  seeing  it  with  patient  possessed  the  power  of  turning 
both  f^es  at  the  same  time,  they  are  the  pupil  outwards ;  the  eye  being 
obliged  to  hold  it  near  the  face,  that  straight  and  in  its  proper  position, 
thev  may  bring  it  within  the  axis  of  when  the  other  was  covered  over."  The 
eacn  simultaneously.  But  as  soon  as  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this 
the  distortion  is  removed  by  operation,  reasoning  is,  that  the  operator  was  not 
not  only  is  this  near-siehtedness  cured,  aware  tlmt  the  division  of  the  tendon 
but  the  imperfection  of  vision  proceed-  alone,  in  many  cases,  is  insufficient  to 
ing  from  the  ima^  not  being  depicted  liberate  the  eye  and  remove  the  ob- 
on  the  most  sensitive  part  of  the  retina;  licjuity.  The  oblique  movements  in  the 
that  destined  to  receive  visual  impres-  directions  upvraros  and  inweu^,  and 
sions  and  transmit  them  to  the  senso-  downwards  and  inwards,  are  by  the 
rium,  very  soon  ceases.  Although,  as  unpractised  operator  ascribed  to  sym- 
just  remarked,  the  degree  of  power  paUietic  influence ;  being  satisfied  if 
possessed  by  a  person  wno  squints  over  nis  patient  cannot  bury  the  puptt  in  the 
his  eyes  is  occasionally  doubtfrd,  in  the  nasal  canthus  in  as  great  a  aegree  as 
majority  of  cases  it  is  by  no  means  he  could  previously.  Now  we  have 
limited;  on  the  contrary,  by  an  act  of  already  seen  that  these  dtagtmal  move- 
vohtion,  we  shall  find  that  the  eye  is  ments  do  not  proceed  from  sympathy, 
capable  of  the  same  movements,  and  to  but  from  the  natiual  contractions  of  the 
an  abmott  similar  extent,  as  if  it  were  superior  or  inferior  rectus,  whilst  the 
in  every  respect  fr«e.  If  the  palpebrce  eyeball  still  continues  tethered  by  some 
of  the  best  or  sound  eye  be  closea,  and  portion  of  fibro-cellidar  attachment ; 
gentle  pressure  made  on  the  globe  so  and  that  if  this  be  divided,  ^e  opera- 
as  to  steady  it,  the  faulty  eye,  provided  tion  will  be  complete, 
it  be  not  prevented  by  any  unnatural  The  most  decided  test  of  a  perfect 
adhesion,  or  other  morbid  chan|;e  of  separation  of  the  tendon  and  aaventi- 
structure,  generally  starts  immediately  tious  adhesions  is  not  that  the  eye  can 
from  its  abnormal  situation  into  the  assume  its  proper  position  when  its 
proper  position  that  it  ought  to  occupy,  feUow  is  coverea  over,  or  that  it  can  be 
nearly  midway  between  the  extreme  directed  outwards  by  an  act  of  volition, 
boundaries  of  Uie  inner  and  outer  angle,  but  diat  there  result  from  the  opera- 
and  is  capable  of  being  turned  ontwtS^  tion  a  total  inability  to  move  the  pupil 
in  almost  any  natural  degree.  But  as  horizontally  inwards  from  the  natural 
soon  as  the  sound  eye  is  uncovered,  position  that  it  ought  to  occupy  in  the 
and  the  voluntary  effort  is  discontinued,  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  at  the  same 
the  faulty  one  returns  again  to  the  time  an  incapacity  of  directing  it  in  the 
inner  canthus.    It  can  also  be  directed  slightest  degree  in  either  ofuie  diago- 
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nal  lines  above  indicated.  When,  in  if  the  tendon  of  the  external  reetos  be 
such  case,  an  attempt  is  made  to  look  free  to  act,  of  turning  it  much  more 
at  the  nose,  the  pupil  is  immediately  outwards  than  natural.  Even  the  de- 
depresse^,  the  globe  being  pulled  di-  cjded  indication  already-  insisted  on, 
rectly  downwards  bv  the  action  of  the  viz.  a  total  inability  to  move  the  pupil 
inferior  rectus  muscle.  from  the  centre  or  the  orbit  honzon- 
If  these  conditions  be  fulfilled,  and  tally  towards  the  nasal  canthus,  may 
ihey  ought  to  be  tf  the  obUquity  be  be  mistrated  by  an  adherent  condition 
confined  to  one  eye,  we  may  rest  as-  of  the  tendon  of  the  abductor  muscle, 
sured  that  the  hsdk  is  completely  libe-  A  little  experience,  however,  teaches 
rated.  But  we  cannot  always  obtain  the  surgeon  now  to  ascertain,  by  sweep- 
this  decided  result  It  sometimes  hap-  ing  the  sclerotica  careiiilly  with  his 
pens— -indeed,  nearly  always  when  boik  blunt  hook^  when  the  liberation  of  the 
eyes  are  implicated — that  the  operation  eye  is  complete,  without  being  ohhfod 
is  as  perfectly  performed  as  it  can  be,  to  rely  upon  tiie  foresoing  investiga- 
and  tnat  still  tne  patient  has  a  slight  tion,  although  he  should  never  neglect 
cast  when  he  loolu  with  both  eyes  at  to  institute  it,  as  he  is  thereby  generally 
an  object  placed  directly  before  him.  enabled  materially  to  corroborate  hia 
This  we  shall  find  to  proceed  from  a  judgment 
concurrence  of  action  of  the  inner  ^^,-^,,^  ^  ^ 
fibres  of  the  superior  and  inferior  recti,  Of  '*«  ^onbU  Operatumfor  Strabummg. 
aided,  perhaps,  by  the  obliques,  For  the  most  part,  as  has  already 
which,  when  the  squint  has  been  con-  been  shown,  although  there  may  appa- 
siderable,  have  likewise  become  in-  rently  exist  an  obliquity  in  the  aXes  of 
volved  in  its  production.  Be  it  ob-  both  eyes,  it  will,  on  a  careful  compa- 
served,  however,  that  there  is  no  occasion  rison  of  their  capabilities,  be  found  tnat 
to  divide  these  fibres,  since,  if  there  the  affection  is  much  more  marked  in 
exist  no  permanent  obliquity  in  the  one  than  in  the  other;  and  that,  on 
other  eye,  this  morbid  action  wiU  cease  dividing  the  tendon  and  liberating 
in  a  day  or  two.  But  if  any  confirmed  completely  the  globe  of  the  most  faulty 
obliquity  exist  in  the  other  eye,  I  have  eye,  the  axis  of  the  other,  though  for  a 
always  found  it  best  to  operate  on  it  few  hours  at  first  often  rendered  more 
also ;  on  doing  which,  this  vestige  of  the  objectionable,  will  soon  become  correct, 
original  evil  has  almost  always  instantly  and  continue  so.  The  previous  obli^ 
ceased,  never  to  return.  It  appears  that  quity  in  such  case  had  resulted  simfStf 
this  action  of  the  inner  fibres,  just  de-  i^om  sympathy,  or,  to  speak  more  in- 
scribed, is  very  feeble,  and  in  a  great  cisely,  from  the  constant  co-operation 
measure  dependent  T)n  the  sympathy  that  subsists  between  the  two  eyes  in 
that  subsists  between  the  tw^o  eyes,  since  all  their  movements,  in  order  to  render 
it  is  only  capable  of  being  exerted  so  vision  with  two  organs  a  single  func- 
long  as  the  tendon  in  the  other  eye  don.  I  conceive  it  to  be  ^te  possible, 
continues  undivided.  Were  we  to  although  I  have  no  positive  proof  on 
remedy  the  obhquity  thus  produced  by  which  to  found  my  opinion,  notwith- 
dividin^  the  inner  fibres  of  the  superior  standing  the  statement  of  Bufibn  and 
or  inferior  recti  muscles,  as  has  been  others,  Uiat  strabismus  conver^ns  may 
recommended,  the  eye  would  be  assail  both  eyes  at  the  same  time,  ft 
very  prone  to  start,  forward,  and  im-  is  evidently,  at  its  commencement,  a 
part  an  ungainly  appearance  to  the  spasmodic  disorder,  which  attacks  the 
individual;  whereas,  by  operating  on  internal  rectus,  and  perhaps  other 
the  other  orean,  we  not  only  obviate  muscles  of  the  eye  \  and  I  can  see  no 
the  risk  of  uiis  occurrence,  but  com-  reason,  although  it  i^ay  not  be  a  usual 

Sletely  rectify  both  eyes ;  and  should  law,  why  the  corresponding  muscles  of 

ie  eve  first  liberatea  be  a  little  en-  each  eye  should  not  be  simultaneously 

larged  by  the  operation,  we  have  it  in  affected,  especially  when  the  distortion 

our  power  to  make  both  correspond  in  proceedsfrom  functional  derangement  of 

this  particular.  the  alimentary  canal,  or  any  other  disor- 

Another  test  that  the  operation  has  der  capable  ofoisturbing  the  nervous  sys- 

been  thoroughly  performea  is  the  ca-  tem  generally.     I  have  seen,  as  will 

pabilibr  the  patient  acquires  of  not  appear  by  reference  to  the  preceding 

only  Jaiecting  the  pupil  much  more  parts  of  these  communications,  cases  in 

outwards  than  he  coiud  previously,  but,  which  the  internal  recti  have   been 
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simultaneously  affected  with  paralysis,  the  third  pair  and  the  sixth  nerre, 

to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  muscles  of  ceases,  in  some  instances,  when  the 

the  eye ;  why,  therefore,  may  they  not  physical  restraint  of  the  two  muscles  is 

both  be  attacked  with  spasm  at  the  overcome,  by  dividing  the  tendons  of 

same  time  P  both. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  at  all  events  it  In  order  to  meet  this  difficulty,  then, 
sometimes  happens,  when  the  defect  is  although  unable  to  see  in  what  manner 
well  marked,  tnat  the  sympathetic  in-  the  adductor  of  the  right  eye,  for  ex- 
iluence  it  produces  on  the  opposite  eye,  ample,  should  exert  any  physical  con- 
by  long  and  active  continuance,  dege-  trol  over  the  abductor  of  the  left,  the 
nerates  into  a  permanent  shortening  of  nervous  communication  which  influ- 
the  muscle,  and  corresponding  degree  ences  their  consentaneous  movements 
of  contraction  and  thickening  of  the  remaining  uninjured,  it  occurred  to  me, 
sub-muscular  cellular  tissue,  sunilar  in  in  performing  the  operation  on  the 
every  respect  to  that  of  the  primitively  second  eye,  to  avoid  destroying  com- 
affected  orffan ;  so  that  it  becomes  re*  fletefy  the  physical  restraint  by  which 
quisite  to  liberate  Uie  secondarily  dis-  it  is  held  in  bondage,  and  thus  to  pre- 
torted  eye  also.  If  we  neglect  to  do  serve  what  appeared  to  be  requisite  to 
this,  in  the  course  of  time,  when  the  obviate  the  undue  direction  of  the  eye 
muscle  first  divided  has  formed  a  re-  outwards  when  the  individual  looked 
union  with  the  sclerotica,  a  relapse  of  at  an  object  placed  at  the  side  of  him. 
tlie  original  deformity  may  be  induced  I  found  the  experiment  successful } 
in  the  eye  that  had  been  the  subject  of  and  out  of  more  than  sixty  cases,  I  hav^ 
operation.  never  met  with  the  same  unfortunate 

I    am  not  aware  that  any  person  result  as  that  already  recorded  in  the 

practised  the  double  operation  previous  second  portion  of  this  communication, 
to  myself,  which  I  first  performed  more        In  operating  on  the  second  eye,  then, 

than  two  months  ago ;  nor  do  I  beheve  the  great  secret  by  which  aloiie  a  for- 

that  it  has  been  generally  recommended  tunate  and  perfect  result  is  ever  to  be 

by  anv  but  those  surgeons  who  have  secured,  is  to  ascertain  with  the  hook, 

had  tne  opportunity  of  examining  my  before  dividing  the  tendon,   whether 

cases.    Such,  however,  has  been  the  there  exist  any  adventitious  adhesions 

impression  on  these  raitlemen,  on  see-  likely  to  steady  the  e^e  after  the  ten- 

ing  the  perfection  tnat  may  be  thus  don  is  divided ;  and  if  so,  to  carefully 

obtained,   that   none   have   dissented  preserve  a  sufficient  band  of  these,  to 

from  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  operate  as  a  restraining  power.     If  this 

most  of  them  have  since  adopted  it  be  done,  we  shall  find  that  the  action 

whenever  opportunity  presented.  of  the  abductor,  that  might  othenvise 

From  the  tacts  detailed  in  the  former  have  turned  the  pupil  outwards,  will 

parts  of  this  communication  (Sept.  19th  just  be  sufficient  to  draw   it  to  the 

and  26th),  it  is  evident  that  the  second  centre  of  the  orbit ;  and,  in  all  the 

eye  cannot  be  operated  upon  in  all  consentaneous  movements  of  the  eye, 

cases  with  impunity.     We  have  seen  this  undivided  band  will  exert   Uiat 

that  when  the  second  eye  is  thoroughly  restraint  which  is  required  to  preserve 

reUeved,  the  external  recti  are  apt  to  a  unity   of  action  and  correspondence 

assume  an  ascendancy  of  power ;  and  of  the  axis  of  the  two  organs, 
when  the  patient  looks  at  all  outwards,        «    ,  ,         -  «     r«         ^ 
to  draw  the  eye  so  much  to  the  exter-        Pathology  of  Strabtsmw  Convergens. 

nal  angle  as  to  produce  a  very  unplea-        From  what  has  already  been  stated 

sant  leer,  and  at  the  same  time  to  in  various  parts  of  the  present  and  three 

render  vision  double.  So  long  as  any  last  portions  of  this  communication, 

bond  of  union  remains  between  the  very  little  remains  to  be  said* on  this 

adductor  of  either  side  and  the  sclero-  head.    The  views  that  I  entertain  must 

tica,   however  slight  it  may  be,  this  ere  this  be  familiar  to  my  readers ;  still 

untoward  event  does  not  happen :  from  it  will  be  requisite  to  recapitulate  them, 

which  we  may  infer,  althougn  difficult  in  order  to  notice  those  of  others,  and 

to  suggest  a  satisfactory  theory  to  ac-  to  enable  us  better  to  understand  the 

count  for  the  fact,  that  the  mutually  next  part  of  our  inquiry,  viz.  the  causes 

controlling  infiuence  which  proceedis  of  relapse, 

from  the  intimate  intercourse  subsist-        From  whatever  remote  causes  the 

ing  between  the  adductor  branch  of  disorder  may  proceed,  and  these  are 
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numerous,  bein^  both  fdnctional  and  flammatory  afiection  of  the  membrenes 
oi^ganic,  the  first  immediate  step  towardfl  of  the  eye  supervene  during  the  exist- 
the  production  of  strabismus  is.  either  ence  of  this  state  of  spasmodic  con- 
spasmodic  contraction,  more  or  less  traction  of  the  adductor,  the  sob* 
permanent,  of  the  adductor,  and,  in  muscular  cellular  tissue  is  liable  to  be 
some  cases,  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  not  only  thickened,  but  rendered  un- 
superior  and  inferior  recti,  or  loss  of  yielding  and  adherent.  When  this 
power  in  the  abductor  muscle.  I  have  change  is  established,  even  should  the 
not  met  with  a  single  case  of  congenital  spasmodic  condition  of  the  muscle 
strabismus,  though,  in  many  instances,  cease,  the  tendon  will,  of  course, 
the  deformity  is  reported  to  have  super-  remain  closely  attached  to  the  sclerotica, 
vened  within  a  few  days  after  birth,  and  be  unable  to  resume  its  normal 
In  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases—  condition. 

for  out  of  upwards  of  400  *  I  have  only  During  the  progress  of  this  altera- 
seen  three  to  the  contrary — a  contracted  tion  in  the  character  of  the  cellular 
state  of  the  inner  muscle  obtains,  tissue,  as  the  eye  is  necessarily  in  mo- 
This,  in  the  first  instance,  is  a  mere  tion,  the  opposite  abductor  being  con- 
spasmodic  condition  of  the  part,  not  by  stantly  called  into  action,  the  adhesions 
any  means  necessarily  permanent,  but  that  take  place  between  the  sclerotica 
it  would  seem  it  very  soon  becomes  so ;  and  the  tendon  of  the  adductor,  and 
in  which  case  the  adductor  muscle  that  would  otherwise  immoveably  fix 
becomes  shortened ;  and  although  the  eye  in  the  inner  canthus,  become 
capable  of  extension  when  the  anta^  gradually  elongated  into  bands,  in  the 
nist  abductor  acts,  it  still  retains  Uie  same  manner  as  the  adhesions  which 
eye  turned  somewhat  inwards  when  the  take  place  between  the  pleurie,  after 
oigan  is  quiescent.  Should  any  in-  pleuritis,  become  elongated  by  the 
constant  action   of  the  chest  during 

•  It  may  be  here  requUite  to  state  by  what  '^P™^?*?  ^F  !*«  *h08e  often  met 
concttrrence  of  dreumsUnce*  I  have  had  the  ^^;  which  unite  the  heart  to  the  peri- 
good  fortone  and  practical  advantare  of  examin-  cardium,  and  are  the  result  of  pencar- 

MTl»^r^'^*b."aS'5?^  ^^,    N<m  it  i.  these  bands  o?fib«,- 

present  eeriei  of  communfcationa.  cellular  connection  passing   between 

Alter  having  operated  upon  between  forty  and  the  sclerotic  tunic  and  the  under  sur- 

flfty  indiyidnals  in  London,  and  aasiited  vanoui  a.^-  ^f  «!««  «M«i»i»iA  »^a  :♦«  ^u *i.    *i.  * 

of  my  professional  brethren  to  an  almost  BimUai»  r^®  ^£  ^®  muscle  and  its  sheath,  that 

extent,  I  acddentaUy  yisited  my  friend,  Dr.  J.  m  such  numerous  instances  retain  the 

In  that  town,  and  tor  twenty  miles  round  j  as  tendon  nas  't)een  divided,  and  render 

does  also  his  cousin,  Mr.  John  Northon  Thomp-  so  many  cases  only  partially  successfuL 

aVn^^iS^SSSi^TSSiV^eSr,;?^  I  hj^e  met  with  t^  baids  yeiy  fer 

desirous  of  seeing  it  performed.    On  mentioning  tNlCk,  even  beyond  the  greatest  diame- 

*®.??*1?"?5!S?®'*^*°'^*'*^'*"*^**??**  *cr  of  the  globe  of  the  eye;  and  in 

collecting  together  a  few  cases  for  operation,  a-,^  «-»-^  #u5«j  ♦v* i«.  i       -Si      • 

many  of  tbS  expressed  a  wish  to  be^esen^  ^^  cases  found  them  almost  cartilagi- 

and  Kindly  used  tlieir  exertions  to  provide  pa-  nous,    and     so    unyieldiniF    that    the 

tiente.   Ilie  consequence  was,  that  in  the  course  natients  were  whnllv  nnnhlA  fn  tviav« 

of  a  few  hours  cases  presented  themselves  in  P»«enw  were  wnouy  unaoie  to  move 

incredible  numbers,  and  during  the  three  days  uie  puptl  out  of  the    inner    Canthus. 

I  remained,  Mr.  Thmnpson  and  myself  opmted  When  a  case  presents  itself  in  which 

^^^Sr^o^LS'exlTnJ^  :SS^J  5?«»«^«ds  exist  we  find  that,  after 

practice,  and  not  only  had  an  opportunityof  dividing  the   tendon,    the  pupil  Still 

cases  that  had  been  operated  upon  by  my  sui^.  ^   qmescent,  and   that  when  the  pa- 

cal  IHends  during  my  absence,  Mr.  ThompMn  tient  makes  an  effort  to  cause  the  two 

W»!?>'¥n««'dW«».9».   Before  finally  W-  eyes    to    converge    still    further,   by 


cuuecwu  ■  larger  number  of  persons  uwo  cvum  *»*»—,«-  ^t  A^i^.^  «^  ^—  ^  *^    -o      v     ^i- 

be  operated  upon  during  my  stay.    Since  my  P?^  .  J^^  ^  ^^  ®°®  ^^^»  "^  ^^^ 

return  to  town  I  have  relieved  upon  an  average  division  of  the   tendon,    the   efibrt  is 

three  caaea  a  day.    I  now  avail  myself  of  the  aided  bv  tht*  nnifj^H  n/»Hnn  nf  fViA  tnnA* 

opportunity  of  cordially  thanking  the  piofes-  SkJ^  ^A?    ^^^^  ^^^^,  ®/*P«  ^^'*«? 

atonal  gentlemen  in  Nottingham  and  Derby  for  nores  of  the  supenor  and  inferior  recti, 

the  venr  Wnd  manner  in  which  thjy  received  and  the  pupil  is  in  consequence  drawn 

me,  andfor  the  invaluable  tedlities  they  afforded  pUli*i*  «1ioonna1l »  «i«^«>« -^ «  ^^a  :..«^-j 

me  of  obtaining  practical  information  on  the  ei*n«'/ua«onally  upwards  and  inwards 

snl^eet  of  these  communteattona.  or  obliquely  downwards  and  inwards ; 
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the  direction  which  the  eye  takes  in  the.excessive  employment  of  any  of  the 

this  respect  being  dependent  on  the  orbital  muscles,  whilst  their  antagonists 

comparative  influence  of  these  muscles  may  become  atrophied  from  disease  j 

and  the  site  of  the  retaining  force.    A  and  that  in  this  manner  we  might  easily 

separation  of  this  band  usually  libe-  account  for  strabismus  originating  in 

rates     the    eye,    and   completes    the  imitation  (if  it  ever  does  arise  from  this 

operation.  cause),  habit,  improper  education  of  the 

We  are  not,  however,  always  to  ex-  eyes,  long  retention  of  the  head  in  one 
pect  to  find  a  fibrous  interlacing  of  position,  disparity  of  vision,  opacities 
adhesions,  such  as  I  have  just  described,  of  the  cornea,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
since  this  is  the  result  of  inflammation.  But  we  find,  from  the  general  history 
and  only  to  be  met  with  in  cases  that  of  the  disorder,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
have  suffered  from  ophthalmia  after  the  examples,  that  the  obHquity  invades 
supervention  of  strabismus.  In  most  suddenly,before  any  change  such  ashy- 
instances  the  contracted  tendon  is  all  pertrophy  can  possibly  have  been  esta- 
that  requires  division;  but  should  we  Dhshed.  In  some  cases  the  disorder 
find  the  contrary,  and  learn  that  the  is  intermittent,  and  gradually  becomes 
individual  never  suffered  from  membra-  permanent,  in  others  it  would  appear  to 
nous  inflammation  of  the  eye,  a  little  be  confirmed  from  the  first.  Were 
examination  with  the  hook  will  detect  simple  hypertrophy  of  the  muscle  the 
the  cellular  tissue  thickened  and  con-  common  cause,  then  cutting  the  muscle 
tracted :  this  change  in  its  texture  across  would  in  every  case  liberate  the 
having  gradually  supervened  on  the  eye;  but  those  who  operate  extensively 
subjacent  connecting  membrane  accom-  will  find  this  far  from  being  the  case, 
modating  itself  to  the  shortened  state  of  Severing  the  muscle,  in  a  great  many 
the  muscle  and  its  tendon,  and  the  new  instances,  is  only  a  small  part  of  the 
position  of  the  eyeball.     When  either  operation. 

of  these  morbid  alterations  of  texture  Want  of  attention  to  this  fact,  I  again 

are  fairly  established,  we  may  rely  on  it  repeat,  is  the  main  reason  why  we  see 

that  nothing  short  of  their  complete  so  many  persons  only  partially  relieved, 

separation  >vill  effectually  liberate  the  If  the  bands,  to  which  I  have  so  often 

e3'e  from  bondage.  alluded,  are  left  undetached,  they  form 

This  I  believe  to  be  the  true  patho-  the  fToimd  work,  of  a  relapse  of  the  dis- 

logy  of  the  disorder,  from  havmg  so  tortion,  by  detaining   the  globe  still 

frequently   encountered  the    obstacles  tethered,  until  the  cut  tendon  has  time 

just  related,  and  being  unable  to  detect  to  form  a  new  union  with  the  sclero- 

them  in  the  sound  and  dead  eye.  When  tica. 

we  carefully  examine  the  submiiscular  Causes  of  Relapse. 

cellular  tissue  in  the  recent  subject,  if  no  a  suflicient  length  of  time  has  not 

strabismus  existedduring  the  life-tuneof  elapsed  since  the   cure  of  strabismus 

the  individual,  we  find  it  to  be  so  ex-  |,y  surgical  means  has  been  practised,  to 

tremely   deUcate  and    yielding,  as  to  enable  us  to  estimate  the  proporion  of 

convince  us  that  it  must  undergo  the  permanent  success    with  which  it  is 

changes  here  stated,  otherwise  it  could  finely  to  be  attended.     When  the  opera- 

never  offer  the  resistance  it  often  pre-  tion  is  thoroughly  performed,  and  only 

sents  to  the  completion  of  the  operation,  ^ne  eye  has  been  originally  affected, 

Mr.  Hocken,  in  some  useful  remarks  there  does  not  appear  much  probability 

on  strabismus  (published  in  the  Medi-  ^f  ^ny  renewal  of  the  disorder.     The 

CAL  Gazette  for  Sept.  nth,  1840),  has  morbid  consentaneous  influence    that 

stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  strabismus  ^ight  in  the  course  of  time  have  in- 


not  prepared  to  assert  that  such  a  change  gi^e,  and  both  eyes  remain  sound ;  but 

m  the  development  of  the  muscles  of  jf  jt  should  be  found  that  both  eyes 

the  ej'e  never  exists,  though  I  do  not  ^g^p  primitively  affected  by  the  same 

believe  it  to  be  the  general  condition  of  exciting  cause*,  or  that  the  disorder 

the  inner  muscle  in  cases  of  this  descrip-  ^hich  was  at  first  only  sympathetic  in 

tion.  I  can  readily  imagine,  with  Mr.  H., 

that  an  increase  of  nervous  influence,        «  Presuming  that  both  eyes  may  be  simnlta- 

followed  by  hypertrophy,  may  attend  neonsly  affected. 

670.— XXVII.  ^ 
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the  second  eye,  has  become  permanent,  reunion  takes  place  between  the  di- 

then  it  is  possible,  even  after  operation,  vided  tendon  and  the  sclerotica,  and 

when  a  reunion  has  taken  place  be-  the  muscle  is  again  free  to  act,  the 

tween  the  divided  ends  of  the  tendon  original  efforts  will  be  renewed,  and 

and  the  sclerotic  coat,  that  the  eye  the  obliquity  recur.      For  the    most 

which  was  the  subject  of  operation  part,  strabismus  is  the  cause  of  defec- 

mav  in  turn  become  again  sympatheti-  tive  vision,  and  on  its    removal  the 

cally  implicated;     though    I    should  sight  improves.    When,  therefore,  we 

imagine  never  to  so  great  an  extent  as  find  the  converse  of  this  fact,  and  the 

previously.     Relapse,  then,  being  evi-  patient  complains  that  his  vision  is  in 

dently     dependent    on    the    circum-  consequence  become    more  confused, 

stance  of  both  eyes    having  become  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  (if  the 

permanently  affected  previous  to  ope-  previous  history  of  tne  case  confirm 

ration,  the   proclivity    to    this  event  the  opinion)  that  we  have  operated  on 

will  of  course   be    in  proportion    to  an  example  of  the  above  description, 

the  degree  in  which  the  unliberated  and  that  a  relapse  may  ultimately  oc- 

eye  remains  implicated.  cur. 

Even  although  no  union  should  ever  Fortunately,  on  the  re-establishment 
again  take  place  between  the  divided  of  strabismus,  the  vision  would  be  re- 
muscle  and  globe  of  the  eye,  still  stored  to  its  former  condition.  In- 
I  conceive  it  quite  possible  that  the  quiries,  then,  of  this  description, 
other  muscles,  being  under  the  influ-  snould  be  very  carefully  instituted  be- 
ence  of  the  same  consent  or  sympathy  fore  the  operation  can  be  recommend- 
already  alluded  to  as  subsisting  be-  ed.  In  fact,  the  proclivity  to  relapse 
tween  the  eyes,  in  order,  when  practi-  will  very  much  depend,  in  numerous 
cable,  to  render  vision  with  a  double  instances,  on  the  nature  of  the  remote 
organ  a  sinc^le  function,  mi^ht  be  gra-  cause,  and  on  the  probability  of  its 
dually  involved  in  a  conjomt  morbid  persistence  after  the  eye  has  been  set 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  by  at  liberty.  From  what  I  have  seen, 
the  force  of  involuntary  practice  however,  I  do  not  imagine  that  re> 
might  ultimately  so  accommodate  lapses  will  be  of  frequent  occurrence ; 
themselves  as  to  perform  functions  on  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  they 
for  which  they  were  not  originally  will  be  very  rare.  Several  cases  of 
destined.  alleged  relapse  that  have  been  shewn  to 

Another  source  of  relapse,  of  a  much  me,  were  not  returns  of  the  affection, 
more  simple  nature,  though  by  no  but  only  imperfectly  performed  opera- 
means  of  frequent  occurrence,  is  the  tions,  or  the  result  of  mere  sympathe- 
contraction  of  the  new  or  substituted  tic  connection  with  the  other  eye.  A 
parts  at  the  inner  canthus  of  the  few  of  these  cases  I  have  myself  since 
eye  during  cicatrization,  when  the  con-  remedied  by  operating  on  the  second 

J'unctival  folds  and  loose  cellular  tissue  eye,  which  had  erroneously  been  re» 

Lave  been  unnecessarily  removed.      A  garded  as  not  implicated,  on  the  prin- 

few  days  ago  I  remedied  a  relapse  of  ciple    that    "  squinting  never  anects 

this  description,  by  again  freely  divid-  both  eyes  simultaneously."  Mr.  Elliott, 

ing  these :  the  eye  was  instantly  re-  of  Carlisle,  I  perceive  by  last  week's 

stored  to  its  proper  situation.  Lancet,  has  been  led  to  practise  the 

The  possibility  of  cicatrization  again  same  proceeding,  and  very  judiciously 
limiting  the  movements  of  the  eye,  entitles  his  communication  **  Division 
though  a  rare  occurrence,  is  another,  of  both  Internal  Recti  in  Squinting, 
but,  perhaps  as  it  can  be  easily  ob-  in  preference  to  that  of  any  other 
viated,  a  trifUng  objection  to  imneces-  muscle,  when  the  division  of  one  ad- 
sarily  destroying  any  of  the  outer  ductor  only  is  not  instantly  and  corn- 
coverings  or  appendages  of  the  eye.  pletely    successfuL"      The    diffexence 

When  strabismus  arises  from  any  oetween  Mr.  Elliott's  practice  and  my 

defect  of  vision  in  one  eye,  and  the  own  is,  that  I  allow  a  uttle  time  (three 

distortion  has  been  produced  by  the  weeks   or  so)   to  elapse  between  the 

efforts  of  the  patient  to  accommodate  operations,    not   only   to    afford    the 

the  faulty  axis  of  the  diseased  eye,  we  eye   presumed   to   be   imaffected  the 

may   expect,  as  the  strabismus  is    in  opportunity  of  correcting  its  obliquity 

Bucn  case  a  resource  of  nature  to  ob-  ana  thus  to  satisfactorily  decide  the 

viate  the  difficulty,  that,  as  soon  as  the  question  whether   it   be  itself  really 
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implicalcd  or  not;  but  also  to  enable 
the  muscle,  first  divided,  time  to  form 
a  new  insertion  into  tlie  sckrotica. 
If  lliis  latter  direttion  be  not  at- 
tended to,  it  will  be  found  that  one 
or  both  eyes  will  often  turn  unduly  out- 
wardfl  when  the  abductois  ere  called 
into  contraction.  During-  the  interval 
between  the  two  opecationa,  as  soon  as 
evui  the  patient  can  bear  to  use  his 
eye,  and  this  he  can  generally  do 
within  24  or  36  hours  after  the  tendon 
lias  been  divided,  it  is  desirable  to 
place  a  soft  compress  of  lint  and  a 
bandage  over  the  toitnd  eye,  to  prevent 
its  morbid  movements  from  induencing 
the  one  that  has  been  the  subject  of 
operation.  If  wc  nedect  this  pre- 
caution it  is  possible  that  the  divided 
tendon  may  form  a  second  attachment 
too  near  its  former  insertion,  the  eye 
being  inclined  unduly  inwards  during 
this  period.  Wlien  the  sound  eye, 
however,  is  covered  over  in  the  maaner 
suggested,  the  one  that  has  been 
liberated  preserves  its  proj^r  position 
in  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  the 
reunion  between  the  cut  tendon  and 
sclerotic  tonic  takes  place  considerably 
posterior  to  the  original  site,  as  the 
muscle,  it  may  be  proiumed,  shrinks  in 
some  degree  when  set  at  liberty. 

Or  the  Operation  for  Strabismus 
Connerifens. 

On  this  subject  I  have  very  little  to 
Bay  tliat  lias  not  already  been  stated  in 
the  preceding  portions  of  this  commu- 
nication. The  operation  I  perform  is 
that  suggested  by  Mr.  Bennett  Luc:ns, 
und  wUch  I  beUeve  to  be  decidedly 
the  best  in  every  respect. 

When  it  is  requisite  lo  keep  the  eye- 
lids seperate  by  any  mechanical  means, 
I  employ  the  double  speculum  pro- 
posed by  my  friend  Mr.  John  Nortnon 
Thom^n,  of  Nottingham,  and  which, 
with  his  permission,  is  here  represented. 

It  is  the  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
I  have  seen,  and  has  tlie  advantage  of 
enabUne  us  to  hold  the  eyelids  open  in 
spite  of  every  spasmodic  effort  to  close 
them,  without  creating  any  pain.  It 
has  the  further  advantage  of  enabling 
US  to  get  at  the  eye  freely,  the  hands  of 
the  assistant  being  very  far  removed 
from  the  site  of  the  operation.  I  can- 
not imagine  the  necessity  of  putting 
the  patient  to  the  pain  of  depressing 
the  lower  eyelid  by  means  of  artery 
rorceps,  at  i«commcnded  by  some  sur- 


geons; neither  have  I  ever  found  it 
necessary  to  fix  the  globe  of  the  eye  by 
means  of  a  sharp  hook. 

The  patient  is  desired  to  direct  his 
eye  outwards;  the  conjunctiva  is  then 
to  be  pinched  up  by  means  of  a  fine 
forceps,  and  cut  across  with  a  pair  of 
strong  scissors,  nearly  midway  between 
the  edge  of  the  cornea  and  the  semi- 
lunar  fold  of  tlie  membrane.  This 
opening  should  be  made  freely,  and 
care  taken  in  making  it  to  coin- 
pletely  divide  the  subconjunctival  loose 
cellular  tissue,  so  as  to  fairly  expose 
the  tendon  from  its  upper  to  its  lower 

The  blunt  hook  is  then  to  be  inserted 
under  it,  so  that  when  raised  and  drawn 
to  the  external  openinir,  a  small  portion 
may  be  snipped  out  of  it.  Should  the 
pupil,  when  this  is  done,  be  found  not 
to  occupy  its  proper  situation,  the  hook 
should  be  introduced  a^n,  and  anv 
hands  of  fibro-cellular  tissue  that  still 
fi^  the  eyeball  should  be  brought  to 
the  external  opening  in  the  same  man^ 
ner  as  the  tendon  has  been,  and  divided  | 
this  being  repeated  till  the  eye  is  perfectly 
liberated.  The  only  point  in  the  oiiei^ 
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the  second  eye,  has  become  pennanent,  reunion  takes  place  between  the  di* 

then  it  is  possible,  even  after  operation,  vided  tendon  and  the  sclerotica,  and 

when  a  reunion  has  taken  place  be-  the  muscle  is  again  free  to  act,  the 

tween  the  divided  ends  of  toe  tendon  original  efforts  will  be  renewed,  and 

and  the  sclerotic  coat,  that  the  eye  the  obliauity  recur.      For  the    most 

which  was  the  subject  of  operation  part,  strabismus  is  the  cause  of  defec- 

may  in  turn  become  again  sympatheti-  tive  vision,  and  on  its    removal  the 

cally  implicated ;     though    I    should  sight  improves.    When,  therefore,  we 

imagine  never  to  so  great  an  extent  as  find  the  converse  of  this  fact,  and  the 

previously.     Relapse,  then,  being  evi-  patient  complains  that  his  vision  is  in 

dently     dependent    on    the    circum-  consequence  become    more  confused, 

stance  of  both  eyes    having  become  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  (if  the 

permanently  affected  previous  to  ope-  previous  history  of  tne  case  confirm 

ration,  the   proclivity    to    this  event  the  opinion)  that  we  have  operated  on 

will  of  course  be    in  proportion   to  an  example  of  the  above  description^ 

the  degree  in  which  the  unliberated  and  that  a  relapse  may  ultimately  oc- 

eye  remains  implicated.  cur. 

Even  although  no  union  should  ever  Fortunately,  on  the  re-establishment 
again  take  place  between  the  divided  of  strabismus,  the  vision  would  be  re- 
muscle  and  globe  of  the  eye,  still  stored  to  its  former  condition.  In- 
I  conceive  it  quite  possible  that  the  quiries,  then,  of  this  description, 
other  muscles,  being  under  the  influ-  snould  be  very  carefully  instituted  be- 
ence  of  the  same  consent  or  sympathy  fore  the  operation  can  oe  recommend- 
already  alluded  to  as  subsisting  be-  ed.  In  fact,  the  proclivity  to  relapse 
tween  the  eyes,  in  order,  when  practi-  will  very  much  depend,  in  numerous 
cable,  to  render  vision  with  a  double  instances,  on  the  nature  of  Uie  remote 
organ  a  sinc;le  function,  mi^ht  be  grar  cause,  and  on  the  probability  of  its 
dually  involved  in  a  conjoint  morbid  persistence  after  the  eye  has  been  set 
performance  of  their  duties,  and  by  at  liberty.  From  what  I  have  seen, 
the  force  of  involuntary  practice  however,  I  do  not  imagine  that  re- 
might  ultimately  so  accommodate  lapses  will  be  of  frequent  occurrence ; 
themselves  as  to  perform  functions  on  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  they 
for  which  they  were  not  originally  will  be  very  rare.  Several  cases  of 
destined.  alleged  relapse  that  have  been  shewn  to 

Another  source  of  relapse,  of  a  much  me,  were  not  returns  of  the  affection, 

more  simple  nature,    though    by  no  but  only  imperfectly  performed  operas 

means  of  frequent  occurrence,  is  the  tions,  or  the  result  of  mere  sympathe- 

contraction  of  the  new  or  substituted  tic  connection  with  the  other  eye.     A 

parts  at  the    inner    canthus    of  the  few  of  these  cases  I  have  myself  since 

eye  during  cicatrization,  when  the  con-  remedied  by  operating  on  the  second 

J'unctivaliolds  and  loose  cellular  tissue  eye,  which  had  erroneously  been  re- 

tave  been  unnecessarily  removed.      A  garded  as  not  implicated,  on  the  prin- 

few  days  ago  I  remedied  a  relapse  of  ciple    that    "  squinting  never  affects 

this  description,  by  again  freely  divid-  both  eyes  simultaneously.''  Mr.  Elliott, 

ing  these :  the  eye  was  instantly  re-  of  Carlisle,  I  perceive  by  last  week's 

stored  to  its  proper  situation.  Lancet,  has  been  led  to  practise  the 

The  possibility  of  cicatrization  again  same  proceeding,  and  very  judiciously 
limiting  the  movements  of  the  eye,  entitles  his  communication  "  Division 
though  a  rare  occurrence,  19  another,  of  both  Internal  Recti  in  Squinting, 
but,  perhaps  as  it  can  be  easily  ob-  in  preference  to  that  of  any  other 
viated,  a  trifling  objection  to  unneces-  muscle,  when  the  division  of  one  ad- 
sarily  destroying  any  of  the  outer  ductor  only  is  not  instantly  and  corn- 
coverings  or  appendages  of  the  eye.  pletely   successful."      The    difference 

When  strabismus  arises  from  any  between  Mr.  Elliott's  practice  and  my 

defect  of  vision  in  one  eye,  and  the  own  is,  that  I  allow  a  little  time  (three 

distortion  has  been  produced  by  the  weeks  or  so)   to  elapse  between  the 

efforts  of  the  patient  to  accommodate  operations,    not   only    to    afford    the 

the  faulty  axis  of  the  diseased  eye,  we  eye   presumed   to   be   unaffected  the 

may   expect,  as  the  strabismus  is    in  opportunity  of  correcting  its  obliquity 

such  case  a  resource  of  nature  to  ob-  and  thus  to  satisfiictorily  decide  the 

viate  the  difficulty,  that,  as  soon  as  the  question  whether   it   be  itself  really 
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implicated  or  not;  but  also  to  enable 
the  iniutle,  Hrst  divided,  time  to  fonn 
a  new  insertion  into  tlie  sclerotica. 
If  tliit;  latter  direction  be  nol  at- 
tended to,  it  will  be  found  that  one 
or  both  eyes  will  often  turn  unduly  ou>- 
wards  when  the  abductors  Ere  called 
into  contraction.  During  the  interval 
between  the  two  operations,  as  soon  as  ; 
cvet'  the  patient  can  bear  to  use  his 
eye,  and  thia  he  can  generally  do 
within  24  or  36  hours  after  the  tendon 
has   been   divided,   it   is   desirable  to 

tilace  a  soft  compress  of  lint  and  a 
latidage  over  the  Mound  eye,  to  prevent 
its  morbid  movements  from  influencing 
the  one  that  has  been  the  subject  of 
operation.  If  we  neelect  this  j)re- 
caution  it  is  possible  tnat  the  divided 
tendon  may  form  a  second  attachment 

being  inclined  unduly  inwards  during 
this  period.  When  the  sound  eye, 
however,  is  covered  over  in  the  manner 
suggested,  the  one  that  has  been 
Ululated  preserves  its  proper  position 
in  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  the 
reunion  between  the  cut  tendon  and 
sclerotic  tunic  takes  place  considerably 
poKlerior  to  the  original  site,  aa  the 
muscle,  it  may  be  presumed,  shrinks  in 
some  degree  when  set  at  liberty. 

On  the  Operalitm/or  Slrabismiu 
Convtrgens. 

On  this  subject  I  have  very  little  to 
saiy  that  lias  not  already  been  stated  in 
the  preceding  portions  of  this  commu- 
nication. The  operation  I  perform  is 
that  suggested  by  Mr.  Bennett  Lucns, 
and  wluch  I  believe  to  be  decidedly 
the  best  in  every  respect. 

When  it  is  requisite  to  keep  the  eye- 


lids seperate  by  any  mechanical 

1    employ   the   double  speculum    pi 

posed  by  my  friend  Mr.  John  Noithi 


Thom^n,  of  Nottingham,  and  which, 
with  his  pcnnission,  is  here  represented. 
It  is  the  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
I  liave  seen,  and  has  the  advantage  of 
enabUuK  us  to  hold  the  eyelids  open  in 
8pite  of  every  spasmodic  effort  to  close 
tnem,  without  creating  any  pain.  It 
has  the  further  advantage  of  enabling 
UB  to  get  at  the  eye  freely,  the  hands  of 
the  assistant  being  very  for  removed 
from  the  site  of  the  operation.  I  can- 
not imagine  the  necessitjr  of  putting 
the  patient  to  the  pain  of  depressing 
the  lower  eyelid  by  means  of  artery 
forceps,  as  recommended  by  some  sur- 


geons; neither  have  I  ever  found  it 
necessaiy  to  fix  the  globe  of  the  eye  by 
means  of  a  sharp  hook. 

The  potient  is  desired  to  direct  his 
eye  outwards;  the  conjunctiva  is  then 
to  be  pinched  up  by  means  of  a  fine 
forceps,  and  cut  across  with  a  pair  of 
strong  scissors,  nearly  midway  between 
the  edge  of  the  cornea  and  the  semi- 
lunar fold  of  the  membrane.  This 
opening  should  be  made  freely,  and 
care  taken  in  making  it  to  com- 
pletely divide  the  subconjunctival  loose 
cellular  tissue,  so  as  to  fairly  expose 
the  tendon  from  its   upper  to  its  lower 

The  blunt  hook  is  then  to  be  inserted 
under  it,  so  that  when  raised  and  drawn 
to  the  external  opening,  a  small  portion 
may  be  snipped  out  of  it.  Should  the 
pupil,  when  this  is  done,  be  found  not 
to  occupy  its  proper  situation,  the  hoolc 
should  be  introduced  again,  and  any 
bands  of  fibro-celtular  Ussue  that  still 
fix  the  eyeball  should  be  brought  to 
the  exterrial  opening  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  tendon  has  been,  and  divided  | 
this  being  repeated  till  tlie  e;r'e  is  perfectly 
Ubetqte*!.  The  only  point  in  the  opet^.. 
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tion  that  reauires  more  precise  instruc-  however,  very  rarely  supervenes,  al- 
tions  is  the  direction  in  which  the  blunt  though  the  ecchymosis  is  sometimes 
hook  should  be  introduced,  and  the  considerable,  especially  if  the  conjunc- 
manner  in  which  it  should  be  made  to  tival  tunic  have  been  unnecessarily 
gently  sweep  the  sclerotica  in  search  raised,  so  as  to  allow  of  infiltration  of 
of  adihesions.  This  is  the  grand  step  blood  into  the  cellular  tissue  under  iL 
in  which  most  surgeons  in  their  early  On  the  second  day  we  shall  find  a  con- 
operations  fail.  They  eenerally  in-  siderable  deposition  of-  lymph  from  the 
troduce  the  hook  by  holding  it  at  a  sub-conjunctival  membrane  uniting  the 
right  angle  with  the  eye,  its  concavity  cut  edges  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  be 
looking  upwards,  and  thus  almost  led,  perhaps,  from  its  abundance,  to 
invariably  miss  inserting  it  imder  the  expect  that  a  tumefied  cicatrix  will 
tendon  ;  whereas,  *  if  introduced  by  result,  but  such  is  seldom  the  case.  In 
holding  it  almost  parallel  with  the  eye,  the  course  of  a  short  time  this  deposi- 
the  point  being  directed  downwards,  tion  gradually  disapjpears,  and,  along 
as  represented  in  the  woodcut,  until  it  with  it,  the  ecchymosis. 
reach  the  inferior  margin  of  the  tendon.  In  order  to  hasten  both  these  results, 
and  then  the  handle  be  turned  care-  we  may  recommend,  after  the  third  or 
fully  upon  its  axis,  and  the  hook  next  fourth  day,  a  slightly  astringent  or 
swept  gently  over  that  portion  of  the  stimulating  solution  to  be  dropped  into 
sclerotica  which  it  is  necessary  to  clear,  the  eye  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  From 
no  difficulty  will  ever  be  experienced  two  to  six  or  eight  grains  of  snlph. 
in  passing  it  under  the  tendon,  or  any  zinci  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  rose 
thing  else  that  it  may  be  requisite  to  water  answers  very  well  for  this  pur- 
divide.  After  its  ptoint  is  turned  up-  pose.  When  the  conjunctiva  has  been 
wards,  all  that  requires  attention  is  to  inadvertantly  cut  away,  the  reparative 
keep  the  flat  side  of  the  instrument  process  is  often  very  tedious,  and  the 
towards  the  eyeball  •,  and  its  extremity  cicatrization  is  retarded  by  the  exu- 
in  gentle  contact  with  the  sclerotica,  berant  growth  of  mushroom-like  granu- 
taking  care  to  make  it  emerge  through  lations.  These  may  be  removed  by  the 
the  external  wound,  by  keeping  the  daily  use  of  sulphate  of  copper,  or, 
handle  well  depressed,  and  causing  it  wiiat  is  much  better,  and  far  less  pain- 
to  obliquely  cross  the  nose.  I  have  fid,  we  may  allow  them  to  grow  till  they 
seen  a  great  many  operators  at  first  are  large  enough  to  be  cut  away,  and. 
thrust  the  extremity  of  the  hook  di-  then  remove  mem  by  means  of  fine 
rectly  against  the  globe  of  the  eye  j  forceps  and  scissors.  They  often  bleed 
and  some,  I  am  informed,  have  actually  freely,  but  their  removal,  as  they  are 
pushed  it  through  the  sclerotic  coat,  very  insensible,  is  unattended  with  pain, 
and  allowed  the  humors  to  escape;  I  used  to  apply  blue  stone  to  hasten 
whilst  almost  every  one,  from  want  of  the  disappearance  of  the  reparative 
attention  to  the  last  direction,  that  of  lymph,  but  I  found  that  the  irritation 
making  the  handle  obliquely  to  cross  it  created  kept  up  the  turgescence  of  the 
the  nose,  catches  its  extremity  under  blood-vessels,  and  rather  retarded  than 
the  superior  tarsal  cartilage,  from  hastened  the  desired  absorption, 
whence  only,  after  numerous  ineffectual  The  majority  of  cases  are  perfectly 
efforts,  they  finally  disentangle  it.  cured  by  this  plan  of  treatment  in  the 

_       _    ^         .  course  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

Treatment  qfter  the  Operation.  ^^^  ^^^ring  this  period,  never  suffer 

If  the  operation  be  performed  neatly,  any  inconvenience  beyond  that  which 
and  with  address,  no  more  of  the  con-  arises  from  ecchymosis,  the  eye  looking 
jimctiva  being  cut  or  displaced  than  blood-shot,  turgid,  and  glistening. 
IS  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  Very  often  during  the  i)erformance 
the  tendon,  little  or  nothing  requires  to  of  the  operation,  w^hilst  the  tendon  is 
be*  done  afterwards.  A  fold  or  two  of  being  (Dvided,  the  patient  complains 
lint,  moistened  with  cold  water,  may  be  of  pain  in  the  foreheadi,  similar  m  de- 
applied  oyer  the  closed  eyelid,  and  gree  and  kind  to  what  would  be  pro- 
retained  thiere  for  a  few  hours,  to  obviate  duced  by  pressing  the  finger  very 
as  much  as  possible  ecchymosis,  and  firmly  on  the  part,  This  uneasiness 
prevent  inflammation,  wnich  latter,  sometimes  remains  for  several  hours 
— — afterwards,    and    is  best  relieved    hy 

«  The  hook  I  use  Uftblniit-«nd€d  flat  hook.  warm  fomentations  to  the  eye. 
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In  a  few  instances  I  have  found  the  Hospital;  and  the  last  of  these  reviews 

•8  vme  SOI  t  of  sympathy  to  be  excited  in  contained  a   statistical    table    of  one 

the  stomach  that  so  frequently  super-  hundred  cases  in  which  the  position  of 

venes  after  couching,  and  tlie  patient  the  afterbirth  is  stated  to  have  been 

has  been  troubled  with-  vomiting  for  observed  at  that  institution,  with  results 

twelve  hours  after  the  division  of  the  so  different  from  those  I  mentioned  as 

tendon.     When  this  symptom  happens  having  occun-ed  at  the  Coombe,  that  it 

we  generally  find,  on  inquiry,  that  the  is  put  forward  as  conclusive  against 

j>atient  has  experienced  similar  attacks  nie ;  altogether  subversive  of  the  cor- 

of  vomiting  from   trifling  causes    on  rectness  of  my  statement  in  this  respect, 

former  occasions,  and  is,  at  times,  tlie  and  the  opinions  arrived  at  therefrom. 

victim  of  the  ordinary  forms  of  hyste-  On  the  appearance  of  this  last  review 

ria.     Under  these  circumstances  efTer-  I  tendered  a  reply  to  it  to  the  Editor  of 

vescing  salines  or  opiates  may  be  tried,  the  Dublin  Journal,  which,  after  some 

but  they  have  not  in  my  practice  been  hesitation,  was  received  by  him,  on 

of  much  use.    The  latter  remedy  has  conditions  that  it  should  be  published 

-generally  aggravated  the  distress,  by  in  two  separate  parts ;  one  in  the  fol- 

occasioning  vertigo  or  headache,  with-  lowing  number,  and  the  other  in  the 

out  relieving  the  symptom  for  which  it  next  succeeding  one,  and  which,  on  my 

was  administered.     Indeed,  temporaiy  part,  was  acceded  to.    Accordingly  the 

confusion  or  giddiness  of  a  few  hours'  first  appeared  in  that  for  July  last,  but 

duration,  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  the  remainder,  which    contained  the 

after  the  operation,  without  the  assist-  refutation  of  this  statistical  table,  as 

ance  of  a  narcotic.      Time  and  tran-  well  as  of  other  points  insisted  on,  and 

quillity  appear  to  me  to  be  the  best  which  was  forwai-ded  to  him  on  the 

remedies ;    these  annoying  symptoms  coming  out  of  the  July  number,  was, 

usually  ceasing  after  the  first  sound  after  some  weeks,  returned  to  me  with 

sleep,  and  being  in  the  meantime  much  a   letter   refusing  it   a  place   in   the 

mitigated  by  keeping  the  patient  quiet,  Journal,  and  assigning  as  a  cause  "  that 

and  in  a  dark  room.  it  exceeded  the  limits  the  periodical 

Should    membranous    inflammation  could  give  it."    It  would  print  to  about 

supervene,  it  must,  of  course,  be  treated  eighteen  pages  of  it ! ! 

by  blood-letting,  leeches,  warm  fomen-  In  the  notice  you  have  been  pleased 

tations,  active  pui^atives,  and  the  other  to  talte  of«the  subject,  this  statistical 

ordinary  means  appropriate  in  simple  t<ible  is   considered   as    making  very 

inllammation  of  the  textures  affected.  much  against    my  opinions ;    and  as 

14,  Lanxhum  Place.  Regent  StreeV  mattere    now    stand,    the    impression 

Sept.  24, 1840.  must  be,  that  on  my  part  I   looked 

upon    it    as    unanswerable ;    for    the 

POSITION  OP  TITP  PT  APP'^TA         ^4^^^  ®^  ^^^  Dublin  Journal  not  only 
lOSITION  OF  THE  PLACENTA.        refused  the  publication    of   the  con- 

tinuation  of  my  reply,  but  likewise  the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,        ""^S^^^^  ^  °^«  o*  him  when  he  so 

refused,  namely,  of   noticing   in    his 

SiR>  journal  that  I  had  tendered  it  to  him. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Medical  Ga-  and  that  he  had  declined  it  for  the 

ZETTE  I  have  seen  a  notice  of  the  iuves-  above  reason.     If  it  would  not,  how- 

tigation  I  have  been  lately  engaged  in  ever,  be  trespassing  on  the  Gazette,  1 

at  the  Coombe   Lying-in  Hospital  of  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  in  a  few 

this  city,  respecting  the  position  of  the  sentences,  that  this  table  is  altogether 

afterbirth  in  the  womb  in  the  different  erroneous,  and  as  an  interesting  point 

stages  of  gestation ;  and  the  result  of  in  physiology  is  in  some  degree  in- 

that  investigation  has  been  so  fully  put  volved  in  it,  may  I   be  permitted  to 

forward  therein,  that  I  consider  it  un-  hope  that  with  you    it   will  not  be 

necessary  to  enter  here  into  any  further  rerused?    The  cause  of  science  I  am 

detail  of  it.  certain  will  not  be  unpalatable  to  any 

As  stated  in  that  notice,  the  observa-  of  the  friends  of  the  London  Medical 

tions  I  pubUshed  on  the  subject  were  Gazette,  nor  the  vindication  of  truths 

subsequently  impugned,  and  objected  to,  in  any  way  inconvenient  to  them. 

lu  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  by   re-        I  believe  it  is  a  matter  fully  admitted, 

views  from  the  Brittain  Street  Lying-in  that  the  ovum  first  attaches  itself  to  the 


hi        MR.  CARMICHABL  ON  THE  POSITION  Of  THE  PLACBNTA. 

uterus  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  mine  the  merits  of  this  doctrine,  I  have 
of  the  Fallopian  tube  it  traversed ;  it  is  to  state,  that  it  is  now  admiUed  the 
retained  there,  when  it  enters  the  fundus  is  not  the  position  of  the  after- 
womb,  by  the  part  of  the  decidua  birth,  (I  shall  take  leave  to  say — at  the 
which  covers  these  uterine  apertures,  close  of  gestation).  It  is  found  by  exp- 
and tfiere  the  placenta  is  first  formed.  mining  the  secundines,  that  its  {then  /) 

The  substance  of  my  remarks,  then,  place  on  the  membranes,  relatively  to 
upon  the  subject  in  question,  rests  the  aperture  in  them  made  by  the 
upon  two  points :  the  first,  that  at  the  escaping  child,  is  somewhere  in  the 
period  this  attachment  takes  place  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb  : 
uterine  aperture  of  the  tubes,  and  con-  there  were  but  three  exceptions  to  this 
sequently  the  newly-formed  placenta,  in  the  hundred  cases  recorded  in  this 
is  at  or  near  the  fundus  of  the  womb ;  table.  The  principle,  then,  upon  which 
and  the  second,  that  at  the  close  of  the  table  is  constructed  we  are  informed 
gestation,  they  arct  and  particularly  is,  that  the  afterbirth,  perpendicular, 
3ie  latter,  low  on  the  posterior  ^-all.  or  upon  some  of  the  sides  of  the  womb 
I  have  stated  in  my  original  paper  that  previous  to  its  detachment,  is  so  sepa- 
the  membranes,  when  delivered,  will  be  rated  therefrom,  that  its  superior  sec- 
found  to  be  so  marked  as  to  enable  us  tion  is  detiu:hed  momentarily  earlier 
to  ascertain  this  second  point,  and  that  than  the  inferior.  That  this  superior 
according  to  their  testimony,  I  found  section  is  then  thrown  on  the  wall  of 
it  (the  placenta)  there  to  be  situated,  as  the  womb  opposite  that  from  wbicfa  it 
above  stated,  in  96  or  97  times  out  of  has  been  just  detached,  the  inferior 
the  100.  preserving  its  position.     By  this  it  ii 

Both  of  these  data,  however,  had  said  that  the  entire  of  it,  when  fiilly 
been  denied  by  these  reviews,  and  the  detached,  assumes  a  somewhat  horizon- 
object  of  this  statistical  table  is,  to  tal  or  antero-posterior  direction, in  which 
prove  by  observation  the  incorrectness  position  it  continues  after,  in  its  progress 
of  my  second  position — to  show  that  it  through  the  pelvis  and  os  externum^ 
was  totally  at  variance  with  facts.  I  and  finally  is  deposited  on  the  bed  ob* 
shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  my  serving  the  same  bearings.  The  mem- 
objections  to  it.  branes,  however,  are  ^rmly  attached  to 

In  order  to  this  I  shall  first  state  the  the  fa;tal  surface  of  the  placenta,  at 

physiological  views  upon  which  this  least  some  of  them;  those,  therefore, 

table    has    been    constructed    at    the  which  pass  off  from  the  lower  border  of 

Brittain  Street  Hospital.     I  shall  next  it  must  be  short,  inasmuch  as  they  are 

give  my  reasons  for  considering  such  near  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  where  the 

views  to  be  inadmissible ;  and  then,  by  opening  is  found  in  them  as  above 

comparing  its  results  with  those  coming  stated,  while  those  which  pass  from  the 

from  the  observations  of  admitted  au-  superior  border  rise  up,  line  so  much  of 

thority  upon  these  subjects,   T  shall  the  womb  as  is  above  the  placenta,  then 

show  such  a  vast  discrepancy  between  the  fundus,  and  finally  pass  down  lining 

them,  that  I  think  but  uttle  nesitation  the  opposite  wall,  unbroken,  and  must 

will  exist  as  to  the  extent  of  credit  to  be  consequently  long ;  in  other  words, 

be  attached  to  the  testimony  of  this  the  long  part  of  the  membranes  is  on 

document  the  side  of  the  womb  opposite  that  to 

The  table  is  based  on  the  supposition  which  the  placenta  is  attached ;    the 

that  the  afterbirth  moves  with  such  short  part  oi  them  on  the  same  side 

uniformity  from  its  position  in  utero  to  with  it. 

its  birth  and  final  deposition  upon  the        Assuming,  then,  all  these  premises 

bed,  that  simply  by  inspecting  this  as  correct,  tne  latter  of  which  no  doubt 

latter  (its  position  on  the  bed)  we  can  is,  we  are  now  informed  of  their  appli- 

at  once  tell  what  part  of  the  womb  it  cation,  in  the  way  of  discovering  by 

was   attached    to.    In  fact,  that  the  them  the  place  in  the  uterus  the  pla- 

expelled  placenta,  as  it  lies  on  the  bed,  centa  was  attached  to.    If,  for  example, 

observes  a  position  so  corresponding  the  placenta  be  on  the  posterior  wall, 

with  its  former    uterine    attachment,  the  superior  part  of  it  being  first  de- 

that,  with  very  few  exceptions  indeed,  tached  and  thrown  on  the  anterior  wall, 

it  may  be  regarded  as  an  infallible  the  inferior  part  continuing  at  the  pos- 

index  thereto.  terior,  it  thus,  as  stated,  assumes   an 

Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  exa-  antero-posterior  direction,  and  finally  is 
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expelled  in  that  exact  position,  the  8U-  fatal     conseouences     resulting     from 
perior  part,  when  lying  on  the  bed,  partial  detachment.      But,  admitting 
pointing  towards  the  pubis,  the  poste-  the  superior  portion  to  be  first  detached, 
rior  backwards  towards  the  perineum,  by  what  means  is  t^  alone  thrown  to 
The  consequence  of  this  wiU  be,  that  the  opposite  wall  of  the  womb  ?    or 
the  longest  part  of  the  membranes  will  why  shall  not  the  same  thing  occur  to 
then  have  a  pubal  aspect,  the  shortest  a  the  inferior  portion,  when  it  in  its  turn 
|)erineal.    The  reverse  of  all  this  of  comes  likewise  to  be  detached  ?    Will 
course  will  happen  when  the  placenta  not  this  then  move  to  tlie  opposite  wall, 
is  on  the  anterior  wall;  the  long  part  or  what  is  to  prevent  it?    Again,  sup- 
of  the  membranes  will  point  backwards  posing  all  these  granted,  I  contend  the 
towards  the  perineum,  the  short  part  capacity  of  the  womb  is  by  no  means 
forwards  towards  the  pubis:  when  on  such  as  to  admit  the  advance  of  the 
the  sides,  corresponding  effects  will  fol-  superior  section  of  the  placenta  to  take 
low.     These    preliminaries    being   all  place  to  such  a  degree  as  to  permit  the 
settled,  we  are  told  there  is  nothing  mass  to  assume  the  position  necessaiy 
easier  than  to  ascertain,  by  them,  where  to  sustain  this  argument.     If  we  look 
the  placental  attachment  was  in  the  to  the  table  itself,  we  shall  find  the 
womb :  we  have  only  to  look  where  greater  number  of  these  placents  mea- 
the  long  part  of  the  membranes  goes  off  sured  seven  inches  in  length.    Let  us 
from  the  mass  as  it  lies  on  the  bed ;  if  now  recollect  that  the  thickness  of  the 
that  be  from  the  pubal  aspect,  it  lay  on  walls  of  the  womb,  anterior  and  poste- 
the  back ;  if  from  the  perineal,  it  was  rior,  after  the  child  is  bom,  is  upwards 
affixed  anteriorly;  andjasinaconsidera-  of  one  inch  each  ;    and  we  shall  find 
ble  number  of  tne  hundred  submitted  to  that,  in  order  to  allow  these  seven-inch 
this  test  at  the  Brittain-street  Hospital,  placentoe  to  assume  the  inclination  con- 
(we  shall  presently  see  43,)  we  are  in-  tended  for,  particularly  when  we  con- 
formed they  went  off  from  the  perineal :  sider  their  soft  pliant  nature,  that  the 
this  is  assumed  as  proof  unquestionable,  diameter  of  the  womb  must,  at  least, 
in  the  language  of  the  review,  "of  how  be  nine  inches  after  the  child  is  ex- 
egregiouslv  mistaken  I  was  in  my  hy-  pelled.     How  mistaken,  consequently, 
pothesis  that  the  placenta  was  to  be  must  all  writers  on  midwifery  be,  who 
found  96  or  97  times  out  of  the  100  pos-  aver  that  the  size  of  th€^womb  then  is 
teriorly  attached."   It  is  to  be  observed  about  that  of  a  foetal  head  !      How 
that  theuterinepositionof  itwas,  as  we  different  the  doctrine  at  the  Brittain 
are  informed,  in  all  cases  ascertained  Street  Hospital.     If  such  were  the  fact, 
before  the  birth  of  the  child  by  the  the  womb  must  diminish  in  no  degree 
stethoscope,  and  the  correctness  of  the  whatever  by  the  expulsion  of  the  child, 
diagnosis  verified   afterwards  by  the  It  is  also  almost  needless  to  remark, 
above  test  in  every  individual  instance,  that  when  it  continued  in  so  patulous 
and  it  would  appear  without  any  ex-  a  condition,  fatal  heemorrhage    must 
ception  whatever.  have    resulted  in  all   cases,    at  least 
Against  this  doctrine,  however,  I  beg  where  the   placenta   measured  seven 
leave  shortly  to  submit  the  following  inches.    Of  this  no  mention  is  made 
objections : — First,  although  the  earlier  in  the  review ;  but  it  is  impossible  it 
detachment  of  the  superior  portion  of  could  be  otherwise.    One  thin^  is  very 
the  placenta  is  stated  m  the  critique  as  remarkable,  connected  with  this  table, 
quite  obfHous,  1  by  no  means  assent  to  that  in  upwards  of  thirty  of  the  cases 
tliis  postulate.     I  have  laid  grounds  in  an  hour  and  more  elapsed  before  the 
my  paper  for  supposing,  that  uterine  placenta  was  expelled:  in  these  cer- 
contraction  is  very  much  conducted  on  tainly  death  from  haemorrhage  must 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  womb  until  have  happened  a  long  time  previous 
tlie  child  is  expelled;   and  if  that  be  thereto,  and,    notwithstanding  subse- 
the  case,  I  cannot  see  how  such  a  mode  quent  uterine  action,  went  on  so  as  to 
of  detachment  is  so  obvious  :    on  the  complete  the  evacuation  of  the  secun- 
contrary,    I   should  think  the  entire  dines.    This  I  should  say  wjis  a  strong 
of  the  placento-uterino.  surface  would  exemplification  of  what  I  spoke  of  in 
be  acted  on  at  once :    indeed,  I  think  my  original  paper  on  the  subject,  viz., 
this  most  be  so,  no  matter  how  the  that,  even  after  death,  the  womb  is 
contractions  be ;   in  which  opinion  I  sometimes  known  to  act  so  as  to  expel 
am  strengthened  by  the  well-known  the  foetus,  were  it  not  that  here  death 
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having  ensued  from  heemorrhage,  its  of  the  secundines  to  be  expelled,  the 

enervating  effects  must  have  been  pro-  membranes  coming  after  it ;  these  hUter 

duced  on,  and  so  weakened  the  contrac-  then  restrain,  in  a  degree,  its  advance, 

tile  tendency  of,  the  uterine  tissue.  and  so  unequal  at  this  time   is   the 

The  truth  is,  the  placenta  comes  uterine  action,  that  sometimes  the  re- 
down  from  the  womb  edgewise,  which  striction  will  be  on  one  part  of  them,  and 
a  fact  well  known  proves  :  I  mean,  sometimes  on  another ;  thus  permitting 
when  it  is  partly  in  the  vagina,  and  one  time  one  portion  of  the  placenta  to 
partly  in  the  womb,  one  half  in  either  be  extruded,  while  another  portion  of 
chamber,  and  which  could  not  occur  if  it  is  confined,  and  sometimes  another, 
.it  advanced  in  the  antero-posterior  or  Need  I  insist  how  this  must  afiect  the 
horizontal  direction.  AVhen  detached,  point  under  discussion  ?  1  he  part 
its  weight  protrudes  it  into  the  cyst  of  which  is  free  being  projected  forwards, 
membranes,  the  womb  acting  on  it  from  while  that  which  is  reined  in  as  it 
its  substance  and  firmness  before  it  acts  were  by  the  tense  strip  of  the  mem- 
on  their  delicate  tissue ;  it,  conse-  brane,  must  be  retained  close  to  the 
quently,  advances,  investing  the  mem-  person  of  the  patient,  thereby  causing 
branes,  and  covered  by  them,  and  it  is  the  position  of  the  placenta  on  the  bed 
this  which  has  been  mistaken  at  to  be  influenced,  not  by  that  of  its 
Brittain  Street  for  the  advance  of  the  uterine  attachment,  but  by  whatever 
fcetal  surface.  part  of  the  membranes  chance  retained 

With  respect  to  the  statement  that  it  with  the  womb.     1  believe  we  need  not 

proceeds  through  and  from  the  womb,  say  more  as  to  the  physiology  which 

preserving  a  position  when  fully  ex-  constructed  this  table.    A  few  w^ords 

pelled  and  lying  on  the  bed,  so  un-  on  its  workings. 

erringly  corresponding  to  that  of  its        I  contend  for  it  this  is  all  wrong : 

uterine  attachment,  that  by  inspecting  the  stethoscopic  ear  and  seeing  eye 

the  former  in  the  way  mentioned  we  would  appear  to   have  verified   each 

may  at  once  learn  the  latter,  a  number  other.     As  I  differ  from  them,  however, 

of  arguments  at  once  present  them-  at  Brittain  Street,   as  regards  the  cor- 

selves  to  the  mind  ag^nst  it :  I  shall,  rectness  of  the  evidence  which  it  give**, 

however,  select  but  a  few.    The  varied  the  matter  will  best  be  decided  by  an 

degrees  of  uterine  action  ^ith  which  umpire  between  us,  and  for  that  end  I 

it  is  propelled  to  its  birth,  and,  conse-  shall  name  Naegehi  as  a  fit  and  proper 

quently,  of  the  time  that  elapses  pre-  person. 

vious  to  its  completion,  must  I  think        Now  Naegcle  directed  his  attention 

aflect  this  much.    The  well-known  irre-  to  the   very   matter  under  considera- 

gularity   with   which  the  womb  now  ti'^n,     in    six    times    the    number  of 

acts  must  likewise  influence  it  very  cvses  as   those  observed    at    Brittain 

much.     For  example,  suppose  it  were  Street— 600  cases,  (see  his  obstetric  aus- 

attached  anteriorly  or  posteriorly  ;  if  it  cultatwn)  and  the  results  of  his  inquiries 

were  at  once  in  all  cases  detached  and  compared  with  those  from  the  Dublin 

expelled,  some  semblance  of   reason  Hospital,  exhibits  this  enormous  dis- 

might  probably  then  be  attached  to  crepancv :  while  with  him  the  placenta 

this  doctrine ;  but  if  after  delivery  it  occurs  in  the  average  of  but  tvi-icc  in 

were  not  expelled  for  an  hour  or  two  the  hundred  on  the  anterior  wall,  the 

{see  thirty  of  the  cases  m  the  table)  it  Brittain  Street  table  makes  it  to  exist 

must    unquestionably  gravitate  to  the  forty  three  times.     His  remark  is,  that 

side  the  i)ationt  lic8  uuon  (of  the  truth  in  the  600  cases   "  the  placenta  was 

of  this  I  have  satistled  myself  in  num-  found  to  occupy  the  anterior  wall  of 


.  .  -    .  i.   .  --    «  -  --  -^  *w  — .^v^ ...      A  submit 

ns  to  admit  of  the  redining  i)osuion  that  such    an    enormous    discrenancv 

contended  for;  and  how  much  the  more  could  only  be  theresult  of  a  smUar 

will  not  this  tendency  to  F^vi tate  to  description  of  error  on  the  part  of  either 

thatsidebefacilitHled,  bythchU'uding  of    these    observers.   The    profession 

which  must  euHue  from  bucli  nu  uncon-  however,   will  decide  which  was  most 

tracted   state   of    the   organ.      Again.  Ukely  to  have  fallen  into  this  error 
we  know  that  the  placenta  is  the  liwt        But  there  is  another  matter  which  I 
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hold  operates  greatly  against  this  table  (See  Hunter  and  Cloquet's  plates.) 
and  is  calculated  to  create  much  doubt  However,  such  being  tne  opinion  at 
as  to  its  credibility.  We  have,  I  think,  Brittain  Street,  it  is  clear  that  these 
already  seen  that  it  proves  too  much  eighteen  .were  there  considered  in  ad- 
for  the  purposes  of  the  critique  with  vance  of  the  womb,  not  at  the  sides ; 
respect  to  the  frequency  of  the  anterior  they  must,  therefore,  be  added  to  the 
position,  which  in  my  papers  or  thrice  I  above  twenty-five,  and  thus  the  placenta 
contended  for  occurred  but  twice  in  the  would  be  in  front  of  the  womb  in  forty- 
hundred;  and  I  think  we  shall  find  three  instances.  Dewees  is  quoted 
that  the  stethoscope  has  been  likewise  as  authority  of  the  anterior  portion 
quite  too  successful  in  it,  rather  lucre-  of  the  tubes  in  advanced  pregnancy, 
dibly  so.  Naegel6  informs  us  in  the  at  p.  89  of  his  work.  However,  I  be- 
work  already  cited,  p.  80,  that  the  Ueve  this  is  also  a  mistake  respecting 
souilie  was  so  difiused  and  uncertain,  him ;  at  least  I  could  not  find  it. 
in  some  of  the  cases  he  submitted  to  The  results  of  Naegele's  remarks 
it,  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  were  as  follows,  on  the  GOO  Crises : — 
the  position  of  the  placente  in  them  by        ^    ^     .^       f  ^     ^  ^   379 

'»»«»'<^''J°'!'=9P'=!  ''".f  }}?/"'^l>«"''fo™«        UndetenninaWe 180 

us  that  this  impossibility  occurred  in  a         ^""A,i,vi"".ic*^/i^  ^^ 

proi)ortion  of,  thirty  in  the  hundred,        At  tne  lunaus / 

whireas  it  wWd  appear  that  no  such        A'^^'^X  o   '  t  ri 1  °^  ^' 

difficulty  was  by  any  means  experienced        r«V^  ^^  ^    '\'  '  '  '     m 

at  the  lirittain 'street  Ilospiui.  In  not        Calcareous  deposits.  .  .  ._I0 

one  instance  did  they  fail  there  in  fore-  ^qq 

telling  its  place  by  means  of  it,  and  so 

infallible  was  the  ciir  in  a//,  that  it  This  account  shews  the  greater 
would  appear  the  prognosis  was  subse-  number  capable  of  being  diagnosed  by 
quently  verified  by  the  test  of  the  the  stethoscope  to  have  been  laterally 
secundines,  conducted  on  the  principles  to  the  right  or  left  side,  which,  at 
above  stated,in  every  individual  instance  p.  78,  Naegel6  denominates  "  the  or- 
Again,  I  would  say,  either  observsr  dinary  position  of  the  placenta,"  and 
must  be  very  much  in  error  as  regards  which,  1  submit,  corresponds  with  the 
this,  and,  as  I  think,  general  opinion  view  I  have  taken  of  the  subject, 
will  bear  to  the  side  of  Naegel6.  I,  Naegel6  says  this  position  is  in  con- 
from  all  these  considerations,  would  sequence  of  the  vessfels  of  the  womb 
submit  that  this  table  of  statistics,  being  greatest  at  the  sides  than  else- 
which,  we  are  informed,  was  "  laid  where.  I  would,  however,  suggest  as 
before  the  profession,  in  order  to  set  all  a  reason  for  it,  what  I  have  already 
arguments  at  rest  on  this  score,  and  to  stated  in  my  paper.  Ihe  original 
prove  how  egregiously  mistaken  I  was  formation  of  the  placenta  takes  place 
in  my  hypothesis"  (the  very  great  at  the  orifice  of  the  tube  the  ovum 
unfi*equency  of  the  anterior  i)osition),  traversed,  which  is  then  at  or  near 
has  failed  altogether  in  accomplishing  the  fundus.  At  the  full  period  of  ges- 
this  object.  It  occupies  near  eight  tation,  however,  the  tubes  have  sunk 
pages  of  the  Dublin  Journal  of  AJedical  posteriorly  and  laterally  about  one- 
iScitnce.  naif  on  the  uterine  tumor  (Hunter  and 
1  have  above  stated  that  according  Cloquet's  plates).  In  this  movement  the 
to  this  table,  the  after-birth  was  found  attached  placenta  must  of  course  par- 
forty-thi-ee  times  in  the  hundred  on  the  ticipate,  and  thus  it  is  that  it  is  found 
anterior  wall.  In  the  paragraph  immc-  there  then.  If  that  part  of  the  womb 
diately  succeeding  it,  in  the  Dublin  be  best  supplied  with  blood,  the  eflJect 
Journtil,  it  is  stated  as  occurring  there  of  this  change  will  be  the  more  com- 
but  twenty-five  times ;  however,  weare  plete,  as  it  will  bring  the  full-grown 
likewise  informed  that  in  eighteen  other  placenta  where  it  will  be  best  sup- 
instances  it  was  below  the  Fallopian  plied  with  it. 

tubes  to  the  right  or  left  side.     Now  in      ' "  I  believe  I  may  safely  say  that  the 

the  body  of  the  review,  p.  32,  it  is  said,  anterior  position  of  the  placenta  is  a 

"  the  Fallopian  tubes  are  comjiderably  matter  of  the  rarest  occurrence ;  for 

in  advance  of  the  pregnant  womb."  although  it  was  found  forty-three  times 

This  statement,    no    doubt,    is    quite  in  the  one  hundred,  at  the  Dublin 

wrong;  they  are  very  much  posteriorly.  Brittain  Hospital |  or  even  twenty-fiv« 
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times  there  affixed,  Naegele  informs  taken  of  it  in  this  periodical,  on  the 

us  the  average  is  but  iwiee  in  the  hun-  supposition   that  the  pressure  of  the 

dred ;   and   nis  account,  ^e  may,    I  growing  child  anteriorly  loosens  out  its 

think,  adopt  as  the  correct  one.  substance  there,  and  so  prepares  it  to 

Now   I  would  contend  for  it,  that  contribute  readily  to  this  expansion, 

there  must  be  some  reason  why  nature  which  obviously  cannot  take  place  in 

has  in  a  measure  excluded  it  from  this  other  parts ;  and  the  lateral  position  of 

position,  and  also  that  of  the  fundus  them   I   have  accounted  fur,  on   the 

(it  was  found  by  him,  in  the  latter  grounds  that  the  womb  between  them 

position,  but  onct  in   the  hundred) ;  enlarges  just  sufficient  to  accommodate 

and  I  would  submit  that  this  is  in  con-  the  increasing  placenta.     Such  being 

sequence  of   the    expansion    of    the  the  case,  the  placenta  attached  at  the 

womb  taking  place  in  the  greatest  de-  tube  will  extend  upwards  as  much  a.s 

gree  in  these  parts  of  it.    Were  the  downwards,  and  backwards  as  much  a.s 

afterbirth  here  attached,  it  is  evident  forwards,  in  its    growth  ;    and  thus, 

that    the  growth  of  the  two  organs  thousrh   lateral,  be  likewise  posterior, 

would  not   correspond ;    that  of  the  and  low  on  the  womb  at  full  time.     I 

womb  would  exceed  that  of  the  pla-  have   urged  that  its  increase  cannot 

centa,  and  disturbance  of  the  function  take  place  by  all  parts  contributing 

of  the  latter  must  be  inevitable,  with  thereto,  inasmuch  as  in  that  case  the 

its  consequences  on  the  mother  and  fundus  at  the  birth  would  be  the  fundus 

child ;  but  placed  as  it  is,  UUera/lu  tmd  of  the  first  month,  would  rise  up  uni* 

posteriorly f  it  is  on  a  part  which  in-  formly  all  through,  and  the  placenta  at 

creases  in  a  ratio  that  is  adapted  to  the  the  former  period  be  there  found,  which 

placenta  only,  while  the  increase  of  the  it  is  not ;  and  I  confess  I  am  unable  to 

anterior  and  fundal  department  is  re-  account  for   the  change    of  position 

served  for  that  of  the  diild.  which  the  tubes  and  tne  placenta  un- 

I  have  stated  in  one  of  my  papers  on  dergo,    unless    on   the    grounds    just 

this  subject,  that  it  is  probable  some  of  stated. 

those  cases   of   abortion   which  take  In  a  future  communication  I  shall 

place  without   any  assignable  cause,  state  how  certain  marks  on  the  mem- 

mav  result  from  mtdposition  anteriorly,  branes  will  enable  us  to  ascertain  the 

and  from  some  opportunities  I  have  information  required  on  this  point 

had  I  am  rather  strengthened  in  this  I  am,  sir, 

opinion.    The  view  I  have  taken  of  Your  obedient  servant, 

this  subject  also  leads  to  the  inference  Hugh  Carmichael. 

that  there  is  some  part  of  the  womb  Dablin,  Sept.  ss,  isio. 
where  alone  the  placenta  can  be  safely 


lodged,  which  the  above  testimony  of  CONSTIPATION   CURED  BY  THE 

Naegel^,  and  the  results  of  our  inves-  APPLICATION  OF  COLD. 

tigations  at  the  Coombe,  I  think  goes  

strongly  to   establish;    and  I   would 

further  say,  that  it  may  lead  to  facts  ^  '*«  ^^^^  ^  '*•  Medical  Gazette. 

connected  with  the  doctrine  of  acci-  Sir, 

dental  hoemorrhage,  so  ably  handled  Should  yon  think  the  following  case 

by  Rigby,  which    may  throw  much  sufficiently  interesting,   I   should  feel 

light  on  the  pathology  of  this  affection,  obliged  if  you  would  insert  it 

Tne  extensive  opportunities  afforded  Your  obedient  servant, 

for  observation  on  these  matters  at  the  J.  Whitehead. 

Coombe  Lying-in  Hospital,  have  sug-  Oxford  street,  Manchester, 

gested  some  reflections  connected  with  ^P*-  ^»  ***^' 

this  latter,  which  I  may  take  leave  to  Mr.  — ,  of  B.  C.  farm,  is  upwards  of 

submit  on  another  occasion.  60  years  of  a^,  and  has   in  general 

In  my  jjaper  I  have  suggested  that  been  in  possession  of  good  health,  with 

the  posterior  position  of  the  tubes,  ac-  the  exception  of  a  httw  uneasiness  now 

companied  by  the  placenta,  at  the  close  and  then  arising  from  a  constipated 

of  pregnancv,  can  only  arise  from  the  state  of  the  bowels,   for  the  relief  of 

anterior  wall  yielding  more  than  the  which  he  has  occasionally  taken  senna 

other  parts,  and  thus  chiefly  supplying  tea  and  Epsom  salts.     His  bowels  not 

the  expanding  womb ;  and  which  has  having  acted  for  two  or  three  days,  he 

been  explained    in  the    notice  lately  took  his  usual  dose  of  opening  medi- 
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cine,  which  produced  no  other  effecf  ing^X  i;educed.     The  patientnow  ex- 

than    severe    griping-    The   medicine  pressed  a  wish  to  get  out  of  bed,  which 

was  several  tunes   repeated,    and  re-  he  was  assisted  to  do.  and  had  a  very 

jected  as  often ;  the  belly  became  tense  copious  evacuation  of  dry  hard  fiBces, 

and  painful,  and  a  feverish  state  of  the  f^^  two  motions  more  before  we  left 

system    super>'ened.     Medical    advice  the  house.    Bv  the  aid  of  a  httle  medi- 

was  obtained  towards  the  end  of  the  fine  the  bowels  were  soon  restored  to 

fifth  day,  and  the  usual  remedies  pre-  their  healthy  condition,  and  the  patient 

scribed;  such  as  pills  of  calomel  and  speedily  recovered, 

colocynth,   and  a  mixture  containing  = — 

sulphate  of  magnesia  with  infusion  of  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

senna  and  jalap :  castor  oil,  croton  oil,  

and  several  other  powerful  purgatives,  ^~" 

were  given,  but  without  the  desired  "  ^'A"**"I  f  .f "!  *;V/*°B!Lftl°««i*^"  "• 
effect.    The  belly  was  repeatedly  leeched  ■    ^_^ 
and  fomented.    Clysters  containing  cas-  .              ,     ^.           .    ., 
tor  oil  were  administered  in  large  quan-  Observatunu  on  the  Duetues  wctdent  to 
titi^s,  but  without  any  beneficial  result.  Pregnancy  and  Childbed.    By  Flkbt- 
Croton  oil,  turpentine,    and  tobacco,  wood  Churchill,  M.D.  &c.   DubUn 
were  all  fairly  tried,  and  produced  no  «wd  London,  1840.    8vo.  pp.  463. 
effect    except    sickness    or    syncope.  Although  most  works  on  midwifery 
There  was  no  hernia.    The  abdomen  contain  a  brief  survey  of  the  nature 
greatly  increased  in  size  and  tension ;  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  incident 
tne  tenderness  somewhat  diminishing,  to  pregnancy  and  childbed,  the  volume 
and  alarming  symptoms  of  sinking  ma-  before  us  is  by  no  means  a  useless  ad- 
nifestcd  themselves,  the  pulse  becominfi^  dition  to    the  medical  catalogue.      It 
small  and  feeble,  the  tongue  dry,  and  contains  a  condensed  and  clear  practi- 
the  voice  weak  and  tremulous.    We  cal  account  of  the  diseases  referred  to, 
were  leaving  the  patient  in  this  condi-  which  the  student  and  youn^  practi- 
tion  on  the  tenth  day,  when  I  suggested  tioner  cannot  read  without  improve- 
to  my  friend,  who  had  charge  of  the  ment ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  from 
case,  that  the  application  of  cold  water  the  numerous  fcferences  collected  by 
to  the  abdomen  might  prove  of  some  the  author  to  foreign  and  Enfi;lish  au- 
service.    We  immemateiy  returned  to  thorides,  he   %ho  is  inclined  to  dip 
the  house,  and  ordered  that  a  bucket  of  deeper  into  the  various  subjects  which 
cold  water  from  under  the  ice  (it  was  are  discussed,  will  be  saved  the  labour 
then  the  end  of  November,  1836)  should  of  personal  research  by  referring  to  Dr. 
be  carried  into  the  room.    The  old  man  Churchill's  foot-notes.     The  following 
feebly  asked  what  we  intended  to  do  are  the  contents  of  the  work : — Dis- 
with  him  now,  and  was  given  to  under-  eases  incident  to  pregnancy ;  diseases 
stand  that  the  belly  was  to  be  fomented  of  the  genital  organs  in  pre^ant  fe- 
again.      That    the    deception  to  him  males ;  disorders  from  s^^mpathetic  irri- 
might  be  complete,  a  jug  of  boiling  tation  ;    disorders   of   the  circulating, 
water  was  also  ordered.    Tne  abdomen  respiratory,  and  nervous  systems ;  dis- 
being  fully  exposed,  and  some  of  the  orders  of  the  mammce ;  disorders  from 
bed-clothes  carelessly  thrown  over  his  mechanical  pressure ;  diseases  incident 
face,  the  ice-cold  water  was  suddenly  to  child-bed.     Upon  all  these  subjects 
applied  by  me^s  of   a   large  roller  Dr.  Churchill  gives  a  CTcat  deal  of  very 
towel,  doubled  up  to  the  proper  size,  useful  elementary  iniormation,  which, 
The  shock,   no    doubt,    was    terrible  as  far  as  we  know,  will  not  be  found  in 
enough.     With  all  the  energies  that  any  other  single  work.    He  purposely 
remained  in  him,  the  patient  screamed  adheres  to   matter-of-fact   statements, 
out,  "  Oh  dear !  you  are  killing  me !  and  avoids  the  discussion  of  doubtful 
you  are  killing  me !"     Several  towels  theories  and  speculations :  hence  the 
were  applied  in  succession  in  the  same  value  of   his    work  to  students    and 
manner,  at  intervals  of  about  a  minute,  young  practitioners ;  and  to  those  who 
The  beneficial  effect  was  almost  in-  require  information  upon  the  various 
stantaneous,  for  during  the  time  that  branches  of  obstetrics  above  enume- 
the  first  towel  remained  on  the  belly  rated,  we  can  conscientiously  recom- 
the  tumefaction  began  to  subside,  and  mend  Dr.  Churchill  as  a  safe  and  useful 
in  four  or  five  minutes  became  amaz-  guide. 
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MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  ■'i^^^o^  ^y  theirperpetually changing 

schemes  for  its  management. 
Friday,  October  2,  1840.  The  present  is  tenned,  "  A  bill  for 
the  registration  of  medical  practitioners, 

"  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiara  milii.  diffnitatem  and  for  establishing  a  College  of  medi- 

Arth  Medicm  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veiiiendi  in  .                _    .               °.           urn              r 

publicum  sit.  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso."  cme,    and  for  enabling  the    teliOWS  ol 

Cicero.  that  College  to  practise  medicine  in  all 

or  any  of  its  branches,  and  hold  any 

THE  MEDICAL  REFORM  BILL.  medical  appointments  whatsoever,  in 

We  have  obtained  a  copy  of  the  "  Medi-  any  part  whateoever  of  the  United 
cal  Profession  Bill,"  prepared  and  Kingdom."  It  is  fairly  divisible  into 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr.  ^wo  parts,  relating  respectively  to  the 
Wakley,  and  Mr.  Hawes*.  A  very  short  registration,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
Account  of  it  will  at  once  suit  best  make  compulsory  on  all  medical  prac- 
our  present  convenience,  and  convey  titioners,  of  whatever  kind  or  dignity 
to  our  readers  all  that  can  immediately  of  diploma,  and  to  the  estabhshment  of 
interest  them  in  its  provisions.  Its  the  new  College,  in  which  those  only 
object  is  to  add,  if  possible,  another  to  who  are  incUned  to  take  part  in  the 
the  existing  seventeen  Ucensing  bodies;  election  of  its  officers  need  have  any 
and,  of  course,  the  hope  is,  that  it  may  interest.  With  reference  to  the  first  of 
effect  that  which  the  London  University  tl^ese  objects,  it  is  (if  possible)  to  be 
has  signally  failed  to  do—the  swamping  enacted  that,  after  1842,  a  "medical 
of  all  the  medical  institutions  that  have  registrar"  is  to  be  appointed  in  each 
the  fiiult  of  being  older  than  itself,  of  the  three  capitals  of  the  kingdom. 
We  by  no  means  regard  our  existing  to  whom  the  present  registiurs  of  births 
institutions  as  free  rfrom  fault,  and  and  deaths  (who  will  thus  enjoy  the 
some  of  them,  particularly  the  College  well  -  associated  and  comprehensive 
of  Physicians,  we  loolf  upon  as  open  function  of  supervising  all  the  births, 
to  very  giave  objections,— but  the  re-  deaths,  and  doctors),  are  to  act  as  sub- 
form  must  come  from  some  wiser  heads  registrars.  Through  the  medium  of  these 
and  more  candid  minds  than  those  Matter,  every  practitioner  will  furnish 
possessed  by  the  honourable  member  each  year  to  the  chief  registrar  a  sche- 
for  Bridport  and  his  associates.  Really,  dule  of  his  name  and  domicile,  the 
if  it  were  not  fraught  with  mischief,  l>ranch  of  the  profession  in  which  he 
it  would  be  very  amusing  to  see  legis-  practises,  and  nature  and  dates  of  his 
lators  thus  trying  their  hands  at  College-  qualification,  to  be  signed  and  returned 
building  ;  setting  up  one,  and  when  on  or  before  the  31  st  of  March, 
that  does  not  quite  suit  their  purpose,  ^n  return  for  the  trouble  of  making 
laying  the  foundations  of  another  on  these  "Medical  Practitioners' Returns," 
some  more  promising  scheme  ;  and  ^veiy  practitioner  is  to  be  annuaUy 
talking  of  their  patriotic  economy,  and  taxed,  to  an  extent  not  mentioned,  for 
their  regard  for  science,  all  the  time  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Warbuton's 
that  they  are  burdening  the  country  faculty,  and  for  the  formation  of  a 
with  the  maintenance  of  their  useless  *  Medical  Registry  Account,  for  the  im- 
offspring,  and  rendering  the  profession  provement  of  medical  education.    The 

registers  of  licensed  practitioners  are 

•  Yfhfxx  is  the  reason  for  which,  though  these  to   be   printed  and    published    every 

5?'Si2!i"i?fi:iP|"'**"»*H?*?^°'u^'' ?*";,"  year.     They  will   thus  form   a  use- 

M  called  in  the  Lancet  of  last  week  only  Mr.  ^  ,      ,.             -        „        , 

YKorAvrfim**  Medical  Keform?  ful     list     of    all     the     practitioners 
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throughout  the  kingdom,  and  of  the-  ever  placed  on  an  equality  with  the  au- 
qualifications  of  each,  which  it  will  thorized  practitioners  as  well  of  the  new 
undoubtedly  be  advantageous  to  pos-  as  of  the  older  faculties, 
sess  for  many  other  purposes  than  that  The  registration,  we  have  said,  is  to 
which  is   contemplated   in    the    bill,  be  compulsory.     After  July  in  some 
namely,  the  election^of  the  officers  of  unknown  year,  no  unregistered  person, 
the  new  faculty.  even  though  diplomatized  or  licensed 
But  in  addition  to  the  register  of  qua-  by  any  existing  body,  will  be  allowed 
lified  or  licensed  medical  practitioners,  to  act  as  a   medical    practitioner  in 
there  will  also  be  one  of  those  who  prac-  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
tise  medicine  in  their  capacity  of  che-  Theregister  of  qualified  practitioners, 
mists  and  druggists,  or  who  practise  it  in  addition  to  the  value  we  have  ad- 
without  having  even  that  evidence  of  mitted  it  will  have  as  a  list  and  descrip- 
their  fitness  ;  and  this  register  it  will  be  tion  of  all  the  legalized  members  of  the 
left  to  the  Home  Secretary  of  State  to  profession  in  the  kingdom,  is  also  in- 
pubhsh  or  keep  secret,  as  he  may  think  tended  to  serve  the  less  important  pur- 
fit.      It  will   be   seen    by   this    that  pose  of  a  list  of  the  electors  qualified  to 
countenance  is  in  future  to  be  given  votefortwo-thirdsof  the  members  of  the 
to  all  who  choose  to  practise  medicine,  councils  of  the  new  college :  and  here 
however  complete  their  want  of  fitness  we  enter  upon  the  second  part  of  the 
may  bej  and  although  in  subsequent  biU.      Its    scheme    might  be  bilefly 
clauses  it  is  to  be  enacted  that  only  described  as  that  of  an  experiment  to 
those  who  are  qualified  to  practise  by  see  whether  a  system  of  general  election 
some  license  oc  diploma  shall  hold  any  can  be  worked,  and  is  sufficiently  de- 
public  or  parochial  medical  appoint-  sired  by  the  members  of  the  profession, 
ment,  or  charge  for  their  professional  to  induce  a  great  number  of  them  to 
attendance,  yet  there  is  not  proposed  join  voluntarily  an  institution  which 
any  means  whatever  of  discouraging  willconfernopfivilegeson  them  beyond 
the  vast    number  of  self-constituted  that  of  choosing  some  of  those  who 
practitioners   (chemists,    quacks,   and  are  to  hold  office.    This  experiment 
others,)  who  at  once  disgrace  the  re-  is  to  be  thus  conducted :  three  councils, 
speet^bility,  and  diminish  the  pecuniary  each  composed  of  36  members,  are  to 
profits,   of  the   legalized  members  of  be  formed  in  England,  Ireland,  and 
the  profession.    On  the  contrary,  a  cer-  Scotland ;  of  the  36,  12  are  to  be  non- 
tain  amount  of  encouragement  is  given  medical  men  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
to    them,    by  their  being    distinctly  tary  of  State,  and  24  are  to  be  elected 
recognized  as  practitioners,   although  by  the  qualified  and  registered  electors 
placed  in  a  separate  class.    Whatever  from  among  themselves,  by  means  of 
may  be  thought  of  the  other  provisions  secret  voting  papers  sent  to  them  by 
of  the  bill,  this  cannot  fail,  we  imagine,  the  registrars,  and  returned  through  the 
to  meet  with  general  disapprobation :  sub-registrars  to  the  registrars,  and  to 
if  there  be  one  point  on  which  all  the  scrutineers  elected  in  the  same  manner 
members  of  the  profession  are  agreed,  by  the  electors.    Of  the  12  laymen, 
it  is  that  their  diplomas,  by  whatever  the  Secretary  of  State  will  cause  three 
faculty  or  corporation  they  are  granted,  to  vacate  their  offices  annually,  and 
should,  in  addition  to  the  honour  they  ^U  replace  'them  by  others.    Of  the 
confer,  have  some  actual  advantages ;  24  medical  members  of  each  council, 
but,   were    the    present    bill   passed,  the  electors  will  in  each  year  vote  out 
quacks  would   be    more  nearly  than  six  in  nearly  the  same  way  as  they  voted 


62                                    THE  MBDICAL  REFORM  BILL. 

them  in,  and  replace  them  by  six  others ;  in  order  to  obtain  the  fellowship  of  the 
but  on  these  proceedings  the  council  College.     The  examiners  both  for  the 
Ill-ill  offer  recommendations  which  may  matriculation  and  for  the  fellowship  are 
or  may  not  be    attended  to,  as  the  to  be  appointed  by  the  councils,  but 
electors  may  think  proper.    From  each  not  from  among  their  non-members. 
of  the  thiee  metropolitan  councils  of  The  fellows  of  the  College  are  to  be 
36,  four  appointed  and  eight  eUcttd  licensed  to  practise  as  surgeon-«pothe- 
members  are  to  be  annually  chosen^  and  caries,  or  general  practitioners  of  me- 
these  36  doubly-distilled  are  to  consti-  dicine,  in  any  part  whatsoerer  of  the 
tute  a  medical  senate,  who  are  to  meet  British  dominions,  and  to  enjoy  in  any 
in  October  in  each  year  in  London,  but  of  them  all  the  advantages  of  all  kinds 
must  all  vacate  their  seats  in  the  follow-  to  which  surgeons  or  apothecaries  have 
ing  year.    This  senate  is  to  have  power  been  hitherto  entitled, 
to  make  bye-laws,  binding  on  the  coun-  This  will  be  the  consummation  of 
dls,  on  all  fellows  of  the  future  colleges,  the  main  part  of  the  new  scheme;  a 
and  on  all  beneath  them.    The  coun-  few  less  important  particulars  follow, 
cils  also  may  make  regulations,  subject  but  we  must  reserve  these  for  another 
to  the  approval  of  the  senate,  for  car-  occasion.    It  will  be  sufficiently  evidmt 
r3ring  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  already  that  this  is  not  a  plan  for 
latter.  amalgamating  professional  differences. 
In  the  next  stage  of  the  experiment,  or  correcting  any  errors,  but  merely  a 
a  "  College  of  Medicine  of  the  United  scheme  for  an  eighteenth  faculty.    The 
Kingdom'*    is  to  be  founded,  whose  name  and  plan  of   the  senate — the 
fellows  are  to  consist  of  all  the  medical  powers  given  to  it  in  respect  of  the 
councillors  elected  in  the  first  and  sub-  examination   of   candidates,  and  the 
sequent  years  of  its  existence,  (all  of  appointment  of  courses  of  study,  are 
whom  will  be  fellows  for  life,  although  on  the  model  of  those  granted  to  the 
they  may  cease    to   be    members  of  London    University.      Now  there    is 
the  councils),  and  also  of  such  other  surely  not    a  legislator,    except   the 
qualified  and  registered  practitioners  immediate  framers  of  the  bill,    who 
as  the  senate  may  pronounce  to  be  will  not  ask,  what  is  to  be  done  with 
eligible  without  examination,  and  as  the  institution  so  lately  established  on 
the   councils    will     elect   by    ballot,  what  were  deemed  the  most  popular 
One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  senate  principles,  supported  as  it  was  by  those 
will  be    to  define  who  of   the   pre-  very  persons  who  are  now  pressing 
sent  race    of    qualified   practitioners  forward  another,  which,  if  successful, 
may  claim  to  be  fellows  of  the  College  must  utterly  swamp  it  ?    Is  it  not  truly 
without  undergoing  any  examination,  extravagant  that  the  scheme  of  one  new 
The  senate  is.  also  to  determine  the  institution  should  be  barely  completed, 
nature  and  methods  of  the  examina-  — ^that  it  should  have  scarcely  had  one 
tions,  on  passing  which,  persons,  not  year's  trial  or  grace,  before  it  is  pro- 
already  in  medical  practice,  may  be  posed  by  those  who  were  among  the 
admitedas'matriculated  students  of  the  most  active  in  promoting  it  to  over- 
said  College ;  the  coune  of  instruction,  whelm  their  own  project  by  means  of 
the  registration,  &c.,  which  they  are  another  which,  in  its  least  exception- 
to  undergo  during  the  period  of  their  able  parts,  closely  resembles  it,  and 
studentship,  and  the  nature  and  modes  has  no  one  character  in  which  it  excels 
of  the  examinations  which,  at  the  con-  its  prototype  ?    We  must  say,  that  low 
clusionof  their  studies,  they  must  pass,  as  our  estimation  baa  been  of  Mr. 
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Warburton,  and  the  other  parties  oon-  nerres  to  tfaeae  eolnrans.    Dr.  Beid  cxW- 

cerncd.  we  did  not  expect  any  thing  at  "^  ^^^^^JT  oT't  \Tr^ 

once  so  unnecessary,  so  preposterous,  |,o^„  jg  formed  by  the  greater  part,  and  in 

and  so  absurd.  some  cases  by  the  whole  of  the  fibres  con- 

^ stituting  these  two  eminencei  decossating 

with  each  other,  and  then  passing  into  the 

BRITISH  ASSOCIATION.  posterior  part  of  the  middle  column.     None 

Tuesday,  September  22d.  ^f  these   decussating  fibres   run  into   the 

^  ^    ««.„*T^„  anterior  column  of  the  opposite  side,  and 

SECTION   E.-MEDICAL  SCIENCE.  ^j^^^  j^  ^  ^^^^  decussation  in  the  meduUa 

Db.  Watson  in  the  Chair.  oblongata  besides   this.       On  tracing  the 

column  which  is  connected  with  the  olivary 

body,  and  which  may  be  called  the  olivary 

Db.  Charles  W.  Bell  read  a  paper  on  column,  we  find  that  it  passes  downwards, 

Bronten  d'Altepe,    and  Baghdad,    in  the  approaches  closely  to  the  anterior  medium 

East.                                                    ^     ,  fissure,  immediately  below  the  decussation 

Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack  read  a  communication,  ^f  ^^  pyramidal  columns,  and  affords  at- 

on  air  in  the  veins.     He  stated  that  his  ob-  tachment  to  many  of  the  roots  of  the  motor 

ject  in  bringing  the  subject  at  all  before  the  serves.      On  tracing  this  olivary  column 

Section  was,  humbly  to  state  what  appeared  „p^ards,   it  is  found  to  expand  over  the 

to  him  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  theory  Q\^y^^  y^j^  affording  origin  to  the  hypo- 

latcly  published  by  Sir  C.  Bell.     He  would  ^Iq^^  gj^^    abducens    along    its    anterior 

not  recapitulate  details  which  he  had  abready  margin,  and  to  the  portio  dura  along  iU 

submitted  to  the  profession  at  some  length,  posterior  margin.      Part    of   this    olivary 
Sir  C.  BcU  believes  that  death  is  produced  ^  column  passes  upwards  to  the  corpora  qua- 

by  the  air  acting  detrimentally  on  the  me-  drigemina,  affording  origin  to  the  smaller 

dulla  oblongata  -  that  is,  on  the  respiratory  ^^^  ^^ ^he  fifth,  and  to  the  trochleator  nerve, 

column  of  it.    Dr.  C.  had  slowly  injected  pj.    j^y  ^^  pointed  out  how  the  spinal 

lai^e  quantities  of  air  into  the  veins  of  auceggory  and  part  of  the  filaments  of  the 

animals,  without  causing  death ;  and,  indeed,  ^^  vagum  may  be  connected  with  the  motor 

unless  much  air  vras  quickly  thrown  m,  the  ^iQnj„, 

animal  did  not  die.     Dr.  C.  farther  stated,  ,j^^  president  stated  that  the  Association 

that  in  every  case  in  which  the  experiment  i^^^^  ^^^^  jg200  to  bring  over  Alexis  from 

proved  fatal,  the  right  side  of  the  heart  was  America,  and  he  trusted  that  his  visit  to  the 

found  enormously  distended,  and  unable  to  j^^^  ^^  meeting  next  year  would  throw 

contract,  and  he  preferred  considering  this  ^^^^  jj^j^^  on  a  dark  subject  in  physiology, 

obvious  and    constantly    to    be    observed  Dr.  Allen  Thompson  then  gave  an  account 

lesion  as  the  cause  of  dkwth,  rather  than  any  ^f  ^^  anatomy  of  the  intestinal  glands, 

thing  founded  on  hypothesis,   however  in-  jungtrated  by  a  great  many  dia^^wns  and 

geniously  that  hypothesis  might  be  defended,  preparations. 

Dr.  J.  Reid  betieved  that  the  views  of  ^  p^^^  j^^j  ^  valuable  paper  on  in- 

Dr.  Cormack  were  correct,  and  had  seen  fiammatioii,  and  gave  a  tabular  view  of  152 

many  of  the  experiments  referred  to.  post-mortem  inspections  made  in  a  continued 

Dr.  Pagan,  of  Glasgow,  vrish^d  to  know  ^^^^  ^^  ^  under  his  own  eye. 

if  Dr.  C.  thought  that,  in  cases  of  traumatic  j^^  Hannay,  of  the  Andersonian  Univer- 

gangrene,  the  air  evolved  might  not  prove  ^.^^  ^^^  ^  memoir  on  hooping  cough,  in 

fatal  in  the  manner  alluded  to  ?  which  he  recommended  cold  washing  to  the 

Dr.   Cormack.— In  some  cases  it  may.  ^^^^       jj^  ^^  ,1^  fo^mj  it  uadui  in 

But  it  would  require  a  larg^  quanti^  of  air,  laryngismus  stridulus, 

and  that  suddenly  evolved,  to  cause  p^^^m  j^  Secretary  read  an  daborate  paper, 

the    manner  described.     I  have  discussed  y^  -^^^  William  Macdonald,  on  mnemonics, 

this  question  in  the  last  chapter  of  my  thesis,  ^i^i^  geemed  an  attempt  to  classify  mental 

Dr.  Cormack  then  read  some  medical  notes  jigeases  under  three  heads. 

regardingTangier,  inBarbary,whichhehad  ^^q^  ^^^  21st   a  valuable  paper,  firom 

lately  visited.  which  we  shall  make  some  extracts,  wa^ 

Dr.  John  Reid  read  a  valuable  paper  on  ^^^  j,    q^  Cowan,  on  the  vital  statistics  of 

the  Anatomy  of  the  Medulla  Oblongata,  (jjaagow.     A  report  on  the  action  of  thp 

The  object  of  this  communication  was  to  j^^,^  ^^  ,j^  presented,  which  has  h^w 

point  out  the  reUtive  position  of  the  motor  transmitted  to  us,  and  which  we  ah«U  giTC 

and  sensitive  columns  of  the  spinal  cord,'  as  ^  length.] 

they  pass  through  the  medulla  oblongata  

and  pons  varolii,  and  describe  the  attach-  — 
ment  of  Uie  different  motor  and  seDfliferoiis 
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ON  WILDBAD  IN  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  WURTEMBERG. 

By.  Dr.  Fallati. 


The  most  comprehensiye  category  under 
which  to  include  patients  who  are  sure  to  be 
relieved,  if  not  cured,  at  Wildbad,  is  that  of 
persons  who  are  suffering  from  gouty 
dycerasia,  or  a  rheumatic  diathesis.  I  have 
seen  all  diseases  grow  better  at  Wildbad, 
which  belonged  to  this  class,  and  were  likely 
to  be  benefited  by  warm  baths,  •whatever 
might  be  the  system  or  organ  in  which  they 
made  their  appearance ;  and  among  them 
were  cases  in  which  this  could  hardly  have 
been  expected.  This  character  of  disease 
was  the  cause  of  the  success  of  the  treatment 
in  a  great  number  of  cases  of  paralysis,  and 
anchylosis,  as  well  aa  of  some  cases  of 
hemorrhoidal,  calculous,  and  other  urinary 
disorders. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  particular,  local 
diseases,  which  either  consist  of  a  swelling 
caused  by  some  morbid  deposit,  or  in  which 
such  a  deposit,  though  not  visible,  may  be 
supposed,  decrease  rapidly  and  surprisingly, 
even  when  they  do  not  depend  on  a  gouty 
or  rheumatic  diathesis. 

The  baths  of  Wildbad  appear  to  increase 
the  absorption  of  morbid  deposits  more  than 
I  could  have  believed,  had  I  not  seen  it  in 
my  own  experience.  As  exudations  of  this 
kind  occur  in  arthritic  or  rheumatic  subjects 
from  internal  causes,  so  they  occur  in  per- 
sons otherwise  healthy  from  external  injuries, 
particularly  about  the  joints ;  and  it  is  for 
the  cure  of  these  surgical  cases  that  Wildbad 
has  always  been  celebrated.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  different  diseases  of  the  bones  de« 
pending  on  such  causes,  together  with 
abscess,  fistula,  and  stiffness  in  the  neigh- 
bouring soft  parts  remaining  after  fracture. 
When  the  patients  are  young,  and  can  bear 
t\e  bath,  such  cases  often  form  the  most 
brilliant  cures. 

Those  cases  of  paralysis  and  paresis 
which  have  arisen  from  any  pressure  on  the 
corresponding  part  of  the  nervous  system, 
whether  by  extravasation  or  exudation,  are 
proportionably  more  easy  of  cure  than  others. 
Yet  I  have  seen  marked  improvement  even 
in  those  which  arose  from  a  dynamic  cause, 
namely,  fright.  I  particularly  recollect  the 
cure  of  a  boy,  who,  in  consequence  of  spasms 
in  one  leg  resembling  chorea,  had  lost  all 
strength  in  it.  He  had  partly  recovered  its 
use  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Chelius  at 
Heidelberg,  who  completed  his  cure  by  pre- 
scribing Wildbad. 

I  have  found  its  effects  on  the  organs  of 
reproduction  and  their  functions,  particu- 
larly in  women,  such  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  properties  of  the  water. 
In  men  also  I  have  found  that  too  frequent 


pollutions,  arising  from  an  excessive  ini- 
tability  of  the  genitals,  gave  way  and  became 
normal  ;     while    in    a    case    of    incipient 
paralysis,   of   the    lower   extremities    par- 
ticularly, emission,  which  had  been  absent  for 
months,  returned  after  the  use  of  the  baths. 
In  conclusion,  I  have  to  make  a  remark 
which  speaks  as  much  for  the  efficacy  of 
Wildbad   as  its  powers  in  curing  diseaae 
does.     I  mean  its  injurious  influence  on  the 
healthy.     This  influence  is  perceived  after  a 
few  batbs  of  short  duration,  or  a  single  bath 
of  long  duration,  especially  in  young  persons 
who  are  plethoric,  and  inclined  to  conges- 
tions.    In  one  case  the  symptoms  threatened 
apoplexy  ;    in  others  a  simple  but  active 
vascular  fever  came  on,  which  was  accom* 
#panied  by   oppressive  headache,  lasted   for 
weeks,   and  was  resolved  by  perspiration. 
In  some  persons  the  local  application  of  oar 
springs,  as  a  hip  or  foot-bath,  has  caused  a 
sensation   of  warmth  in  the  skin,  lasting 
more  than  twelve  hours,  and  was  like  that 
which  foUows  a  sinapism,  without  producing 
redness  of  the  skin.     The  patients  asserted 
•  that  they  had  not  remarked  it  after   local 
baths  of  common  water  at  the  same  tempe- 
rature, nor  even  after  the  use  of  entire  baths 
of  the  W^Udbad  springs.     The  reason  of  this 
may  have  been,  at  least  in  the  latter  case, 
that  a  point  of  comparison,  furnished  by  the 
unmoistened  part  of  the  skin,  was  wanting. 
The  season  at  Wildbad  begins  on  the  15th 
of  Maj.'-Zeitschrift  fur   die    ffewmmie 
Medicin,  May,  1840. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  5 
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Wednesday  23 
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Monday.  .  28 
Tuesday    .  29 


from  40  to  53 


44 

47 
87 
43 
49 
48 


55 
54 
59 
63 

59 
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l°37  32"  AT. 

Greenwich. 

Baroustbr. 

2918  to  29*51 
29  49       29  53 


2970 
29*98 
29  90 
2U74 
29*52 


29  98 
29*81 
2Sf*9I 
29*52 
29-61 


Prevailinff  wind  S.W. 

On  the  2Sd  generally  clear,  rain  at  times ;  the 
24th  cloudy,  with  frequent  showers  of  rain  ;  the 
25th  morning  cloudy,  with  small  rain,  otherwise 
clear ;  the  26th  morninc;'  clear,  afternoon  and 
evening  cloudv,  with  min ;  the  27th  generally 
clear,  raining  Jurinff-the  ni;i:bt ;  the  28th  cloudr, 
rain  falling  nearly  ail  the  day ;  the  29th  generally 
clr'ar,  rain  at  times. 

Ilain  fallen,  one  inch  and  '165  of  an  inch. 
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FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1840. 


JLECTURES  of  these  organs  manifestly  softer  than  the 

rest.     You  are  familiar  with  tiie  usual  con- 

^^  ^"^  sistence  of  the  aduH  brain  :  you  will  find  it 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  sometimes  reduced,  in  places,  to  the  consis- 

PHYSIC  trance  of  oream :  a  gentle  stream  of  water 

'  Buffered  to  fall  upon  the  softened  pulp  suf- 

Delhered  ai  King*9  College,  London,  ?«»  to  wash  H  away,  and  a  cavity  is  left  in 

its  place. 

By  Da.  Watson,  The  ceUular  tissue  ib  another  part    in 

~~~  which  softening  is  exceedingly  common,  al- 

Lectu&b  III  though  the  change  is  not  so  readily  per- 

>r^io».  qf  Tuume,  law  qf  their  occur-  o«»>eotu,«  *««  of  «»  .bo^  5  «nd  we  ate 

re,ce-Tri«irorm»tion   Mo  Cartilage,,  ""i^ '^^'"V?  ?  dm"™*^  conartenoe 

Skin,  mroui  nuue.  Synovial    mL-  »}»»  P»rta  which  it  nmtes  become  Mpanible 

brane,  Adipotu  7TJm«*,  Mucous  7Un<*,  J^^  ""^  *^-     ^"^  ??«.";?  «"°«: 

Bone!   NJiTri^euee.     Oiange,  ^Htua-  f^'  *?  '"f^  «  "^  •^*"  ^^!^J^ 

tion-in  the  Chert,  qf  the  Lng,  of  the  ^"2«' »*"P,'*  "  '"^  membrane  from  the 

Heart  -  in  the  Abdomen  aJ  Pelvie,  S^  ^'^ T^.'-  »' •,""l«»»»J?f«»'"™?» 

Hernia.  Intuteueception,  ProU^eue.  ^^  ^  T*"*  lu«d  by  »*•    1l»  «»dy 

'                  z'       r           ^  separatian  is  a  consequence  of  the  dinu- 

Sqftening, — We  were  occupied  with  that  nished  consistence  of  the  subserous,  or  the 

branch  of  pathological  enquiry  which  relates  submucous,  cellular  tissue.     The  membranes 

to  the  various  ways  in  which  the  several  themselves,  in  such  cases,  may  be  in  a  per- 

parts  and  oigans  of  the  living  body  are  fectly  natural  state. 

liable  to  be  altered  by  disease.  Muscles,  again,  are  often  palpably  softer 

We  considered  the  changes  to  which  the  than  they  should  be :   the  muscular  sub- 
solid  parts  are  subject  in  bulk  and  form ;  stance  of  the  heart,  for  example.     Here  the 
and  that  alteration  of  their  consistence  which  muscular  fibre  may  itself  have  undergone  a 
•constitutes  hardening  or  induration,  change  of  consistence ;  or  the  muscle  may 

The  opposite  condition  to  this  is  gqftemng,  simply  appear  to  be  softened,  in  consequence 

diminished  consistence,  a  less  degree  of  co-  of  the  softening  of  the  threads  of  oellulac. 

hcsion  of  ports  and  tissues  than  is  natural.  tissue  by  which  its  fibres  are  tied  together. 

Tliis  also  is  a  state  of  which  it  is  impor-  The  mucous  membranes  very  fii^uently 

tant  that  you  should  comprehend  the  nature,  present  the  phenomenon  of  softening.    Tikis 

and  causes,  and  varieties ;  and  the  share  is  more  commonly  seen  in  the  stomach  than 

tliat  it  often  has  in  breaking  down  the  struc-  elsewhere.     Instead  of  being  raised  from 

tore  of  organs,  and  in  destroying  life.  the  subjacent  tissues  in  lai^  flakes,  the 

There  is  scarcely  any  tissue  of  the  living  mucous  membrane,  when  seised  between  the 

body  in  which  softening  may  not  take  place,  forceps,  breaks  off  in  small  fragments,  or  it 

I  shall  here,  however,  as  before,  mention  a  may  be  crushed  and  mashed  by  the  pressure 

few  iUnsirations  only  of  its  occurrence,  tak-  of  the  finger,  or  washed  away  in  shapeless 

ing  those  instances  in  which  the  phenomenon  pulp  by  a  Uttle  current  of  water.    This  oon- 

la  most  evident,  or  is  best  understood.  dition  of  its  lining  membrane  is  usually 

Softening  is  perhaps  never  more  strikingly  limited  to  parts  of  the  stomach ;  but  ooca- 

obvious  to  our  senses  than  when  it  affects  sionally  it  is  general. 

the  brain  or  spinal  oord.    We  find  portions  Even  tiie  bones  are  liable  to  this  efaaiige 
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of  consistenoe.    lliere  is  a  disease  called  plying    safficient    nourishment;    and    one 

nwUitiet  otriumj  in  which  the  bones  even  of  curious  consequence  that  followed  was  a  loss 

adults  become  soft  and  pliant,  and  capable  of  substance  in  the  cornea,   which  melted 

of  bending  in  any  direction.     There  is  a  de-  down  and  disappeared, 

ficiency  in  their  earthy  constituents  ;  atrophy  There  is  another  source  of  softening  which 

of  that  particular  tissue.      Indeed,  softening  requires  to  be  mentioned — I  mean  the  gastric 

is  often  a  concomitant  of  atrophy.  juice,  which  has  the  power  of  dissolving  not 

The  accidental  products  to  which  I  ad-  only  food  which  is  submitted  to  its  action, 

rerted  when  speaking  of  induration— espe-  but  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 

cially  some  of  the  forms  of  carcinoma  —  are  itself,   and  even  all  its  tissues  and  coats, 

sometimes     remarkably     soft,     resembling  This  cause  of  softening  operates,  however, 

brain  in  consistence  and    appearance,    or  in  the  dead  body  only ;  but  its  effects  have 

cream,  or  jdly.     But  in  these  cases  we  can  often  been  mistaken  for  the  consequences  of 

scarcely  consider  the  change  as  an  example  disease ;  and  Uierefore  it  will  be  necessary 

of  softening  of  the  textures  of  the  body ;  it  for  me  hereafter  to  call  your  attention  to 

rather  consists  in  the  addition  of  parts  that  the  circumstances  under  which  they  may  be 

are  themselves  soft  and  half  fluid.  expected,  and  to  the  means  we  possess  of 

Now  softening  may  occur  under  very  dif-  discriminating  them  from  similar  changes, 
ferent  circnmstanoes.  One  very  general  which  are  more  properly  called  morbid, 
cause  of  softening  is  inflammation.  Every  Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that 
part,  I  believe,  t^  is  inflamed,  undergoes,  every  form  and  kind  of  softening  in  the 
in  the  first  instance,  a  diminution  of  its  living  body— whether  it,  proceed  from  in- 
consistence. This  appears  to  be  almost  the  flammation,  from  disease  of  the  arteries, 
necessary  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  from  insufficient  sustenancCj  or  from  altered 
the  blood,  the  effusion  of  serosity,  and  the  qualities  of  the  blood  -  may  ultimately  be 
suspension  of  healthy  nutrition.  These  are  resolved  into  suspended  or  defective  nutrition, 
circumstances  to  which  I  shall  recur.  I  Furthermore,  as  there  is  a  hardness  of 
cannot  avoid  alluding  occasionally  to  things  parts  resulting  from  repletion  and  distension, 
with  which  you  are  supposed  to  be  as  yet  so  there  is  a  »qfine$$  rather  than  a  iqfteninp, 
but  little  acquainted,  and  which  will  engage  from  their  emptiness  and  flacddity  :  as  of 
our  particular  attention  as  the  course  ad-  the  breast  immediately  after  the  child  has 
vanoes.  sucked— of  the  integuments  in  those  who, 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake,  however,  to  having  been  fat,  have  wasted,  either  from 

suppose  that  all  softening  results  from  pre-  disease  or  from  advancing  age,  and  so  on. 

vions   inflammation.      Doubtless    it    often  Tyan^ormatiofu  of  tistue. —Thert  are  a 

proceeds  from  the  direct  and  simple  diminu-  curious  set  of  changes  in  the  living  body 

tion  of  nutrition,  and  is  then  closely  allied,  constituting,  or  arising  from»  what  has  been 

as  I  said  before,  to  atrophy.     Thus  soften-  called,  by  modem  pathologists,  the  tranqfor* 

ing  of  the  brain  is,  sometimes,  due  to  in-  mation  of  tissues.     In  the  proper  place  of 

flammation :   we  meet  with   it  where  the  one  natural  tissue  we  sometimes  find  ano- 

inflammation  has  been  unequivocal,  and  has  ther,  which  last  is  thus  imnatnral  in  regard 

been  caused  by  external  injury ;  but  some-  to  its  situation,   but  natural  in   all  other 

times  also  it  is  quite  independent  of  inflam-  respects.     The  new  tissue  is   such   as  we 

mation,  and  is  owing  to  disease  of  the  cere-  meet  with  elsewhere  in  the  body,  but  it  is 

bral    arteries,    whereby    the    brain,    or    a  not  such  as  properly  belongs  to  the  place  it 

portion  of  it,  is  deprived  of  its  full  supply  of  occupies.      Either  the   original  tissue  has 

arterial  blood,   and   ceases  to  be  properly  been  gradually  converted  into  the  new,  or 

renovated  :  hence  a  loosening  of  its  texture  the  original  tissue  has  disappeared,  and  the 

— a  separation  of  its  component  particles —  new  tissue  has  been  substituted  for  it ;  that, 

an  approach  to  the  fluid  state.      I  shall,  of  for  example,  which  should  be  cartilage  we 

course,  hereafter  endeavour  to  point  out  to  sometimes  find  to  be  bone,  or  vice  vend. 

you  more  particularly  the  means  we  possess  The  new  tissue  may  not  be,  and  perhaps 

of  distinguishing  these  two  forms  of  cerebral  seldom  is,  so  perfect  as  that  which  is  natural, 

softening  ;    they  constitute  morbid   condi-  but  it  very  closely  approximates  to  it  in 

tions  of  the  highest  interest.  sensible  qualities  and  physical  structure. 

I  may  observe,  that  we  have  an  illustra-  This   mode    of   alteration,   incidental  to 

tion  of  the  principle  now  laid  down,  in  that  parts  of  the  body,  has  not  been  much  attend- 

geoeral  sofhiess,  flaocidity,  and  slight  cohe-  ed  to  till  of  late  years  ;    yet  it  is  peculiarly 

vioD   of    parts,   noticeable   in   children,   or  interesting,  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  laws, 

others,  who  are  imperfectly  nourished.     We  according  to  which  the  transformations  take 

find  this  general  abcenoe  of  the  natural  firm-  place,  seem  to  have  been  satisfoctorily  ascer-. 

ncss  coincident  with  paleness,   and  a  thin  tained. 

watery  condition  of  the  blood.     Magendie  In  most  cases  the  tissue  that  has  been 

kept  "«'«■«*'■  upon  food  unsuitable  to  them,  changed  or  displaced  is  in  one  of  the  two 

oontainiDg  no  axote,  and  incapable  of  sup-  following  predicaments:— 
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Either  its  natural  function  ha8  been  for  a 
long  time  suspended ; 

Or,  it  has  been -accidentally  called  upon  to 
fulfil  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not  origi- 
nally destined. 

In  the  former  case,  it  gradually  approxi- 
mates towards  cellular  tissue,  and  is  at  length 
converted  into  it. 

In  the  latter,  it  assumes  the  characters  of 
that  other  tissue,  of  which  it  has  taken  up 
the  office. 

Now  all  this  is  curiously  in  accordance 
with  what  we  know  of  the  laws  that  govern 
the  progressive  development  of  the  human 
body.  In  the  embryo,  all  the  tissues  com- 
mence by  being  cellular  tissue,  and  they  only 
assume  other  forms  and  chanacters,  each  on 
the  condition  (so  to  speak)  of  its  fulfilling 
some  special  purpose.  Certain  of  the  em- 
bryonic tissues  do  not  attain  their  ultimate 
and  perfect  state  until  they  have  passed 
through  the  forms  of  two  or  three  other 
tissues  in  succession.  'Iliis  being  so,  we  can 
the  more  easily  understand  how  there  should 
be  a  tendency  in  each  tissue  to  revert  to  its 
primitive  state— to  the  state,  t.  e.  ofceUolar 
tissue— when  the  exercise  of  its  peculiar 
function  ceases.  The  law  coincides  with 
that  by  which  the  hypertrophy  and  atrophy 
of  parts  are  governed,  these  changes  being 
but  plus  and  minus  degrees  of  the  same  pro- 
cess. A  muscle,  put  for  a  long  time  in  a 
state  of  complete  inaction,  gradually  passes 
from  the  muscular  into  adipous  tissue,  and 
at  length  into  cellular. 

Again,  if  the  nature  of  the  original  function 
determines  in  the  first  instance  the  nature  of 
the  tissue,  we  have  the  less  difficulty  in  con- 
ceiving how  the  nature  of  a  new  and  acci- 
dental function  imposed  upon  a  tissue  may 
determine  the  kind  of  transformation  it  shaU 
suffer.  Thus,  to  take  again  the  instance  of 
muscle,  if  a  muscle  comes  accidentally  to  lie 
round  and  invest  an  unreduced  joint  after  a 
dislocation,  it  assumes  the  characters,  toge- 
ther with  the  uses,  of  those  tissues  which 
naturally  enclose  the  joint — ^it  is  converted 
into  fibrous  or  ligamentous  tissue.  We  find 
the  very  same  law  prevailing  in  the  vegeta- 
able  kingdom :  the  cut  branch  of  a  willow 
tree,  for  example,  planted  in  the  earth,  takes 
up  the  office,  and  gradually  acquires  the  form 
and  properties  of  a  root. 

You  are  not  to  suppose  however  tlnat  this 
transformation  of  tissues  is  indiscriminate ; 
while  all  tissues  are  convertible  into  tissues 
different  from  themselves,  there  is  a  limit  to 
the  number  into  which  they  can  be  transform- 
ed. Nerve,  muscle,  and  gland,  are  convertible 
into  other  tissues,  but  other  tissues  are  not 
converted  into  them.  The  cellular  tissuebeing 
the  original  web  upon  which  all  the  natural 
tissues  are  constructed,  is  accordingly  capa- 
ble of  numerous  transformations.     The  other 


tissues  admit  of  one,  or  two,  or  three  forms 
only  of  conversion.  There  are  some  trans- 
formations much  more  common  also  than 
others ;  the  change,  for  example,  into  adipous 
tissue,  and  into  osseous  tissue. 

Not  only  do  conversions  of  tissue  take 
place  during  the  growth  of  the  foetus,  but 
the  several  tissues  (as  we  learn  from  the 
study  of  comparative  anatomy)  are  substi- 
tuted, the  one  for  the  other,  in  different 
species  of  adult  animals,  according  to  the 
needs  of  these  creatures;  what  is  cartilaginous 
or  fibrous  tissue  in  one  animal,  is  bone, 
perhaps,  in  another.  For  example,  the 
fibrous  sclerotic  of  quadrupeds  becomes 
bony  in  fishes. 

Now  the  following  laws  on  this  subject 
have  been  stated  by  Andral  :•> 

1.  Those  tissues  alone  in  the  human 
body  are  susceptible  of  morbid  or  accidental 
transformation,  which,  in  the  progress  of 
uterine  life,  or  in  the  ascending  series  of 
adult  animals,  undergo  regular  or  normal 
transformations.  In  this  category  are  in- 
cluded the  muscular,  fibrous,  cartilaginous, 
mucous,  and  cutaneous  tissues. 

2.  The  accidental  transformations  to 
which  these  tissues  are  liable  are  of  the 
same  kind  with  the  normal  transformations 
that  occur  in  the  foetus,  or  in  the  scale  of 
adult  animals.  For  instance,  cartilage  may 
be  converted  into  bone,  but  it  is  never 
changed  into  the  mucous  tissue. 

3.  Those  tissues  which  in  the  embryo,  or 
in  the  ascending  series  of  animals,  undergo 
no  known  transformation,  undergo  none  of 
these  morbid  conversions.  If  they  ever 
appear  to  do  so,  it  is,  in  truth,  from  the  con- 
version of  parts  immediately  contiguous  to 
them. 

4.  Every  tissue  that  becomes  atrophied 
tendstowards  a  conversion  into  cellular  tissue ; 
retrogrades,  as  it  were,  towards  its  primitive 
organization. 

In  strictness  of  language  this  change  ought 
not  perhaps  to  be  called  a  tranrformation : 
the  proper  substance  of  the  tissue  or  oi^an 
vanishes,  and  the  cellular  tissue  that  sua- 
tained  it  being  left  behind,  becomes  more 
apparent. 

These  transformations  then  are  not  the 
offspring  of  mere  chance,  but  obey  laws 
originally  impressed  upon  the  living  body, 
and  impressed  for  wise  and  benevolent  ends. 
They  exemplify  the  working  of  what  the 
older  pathologists  discerned,  and  called  the 
vis  medicairix  natura.  This  is  a  phrase 
that  has  been  much  sneered  at ;  but  (as  I 
conceive)  very  unjustly,  and  sometimes 
ignorantly.  It  is  simply  a  short  formulary 
expressive  of  a  great  general  truth,  viz., 
that  the  animal  frame  is  so  constituted  that, 
while  it  is  necessarily  liable  to  injury  and 
disorder,  it  contains  within  itself  the  ele- 
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menti  of  repair,  and  of  contdrative  adapta-  aay,  wlien  it  is  placed  under  the  nmo  ooodi- 

tion.  To  a  certain  extent  it  is  a  n^f-mending  tions  with  the  skin— it  aarames  the  characten 

machine.     Surelj  this  is  an  admirable  pro-  of  the  skin  :  it  gradually  loses  its  red  ookmr 

▼ision,  and  strongly  indicative  both  of  wise  and  approaches  the  tint  of  the  skin,  eeases 

design  and  of  beneficent  intention.  to  secrete  mucos,  becomes  dry,  obtains  even 

Special  transformations  take  place  then,  a  permanent  cuticle,  acquires  finnnees  and 

when  a  tissue  falls  into  disuse,   or  when  a  density,  and  is  less  sensible  to  the  eontnet 

new  function  devolves  upon  it.     But  may  and  pressure  of  foreigA  substances.     It  is 

all  transformations  be  included  within  these  impossible  not  to   perceive  the  beaeficiai 

limits  ?     What  is  called  ossification  of  the  nature  of  this  transformatTon. 
coats  of  an  artery  is  of  very  frequent  occur*        Fibrtnu  tUiue  and  tynovial  meminrmme,^^ 

renoe.     Here  there  is  neither  any  cessation  A  new  formation   of  JiArouM  tissue    may 

of  natural  function,  nor  any  assmnption  of  a  result  from  the  conversion  of  cdlular  tissue, 

new  function.     The  same  may  be  said  of  or  of  cartilage,  or  of  synovial  membnow,  or 

ossification  of  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  and  of  muscle.     I  have  already  spoken  of  this 

of  the  larynx.      It  would  seem,  therefore,  change  as  it  is  seen  in  unreduced  disloca- 

that  there  must  be  other  agencies  or  oondi>  tions :   it  is  common  wherever  fidee  joints 

t«ona  under  which  the   transformation    of  are  formed.     And  almost  under  the  same 

tissues  is  brought  about.     One  of  the  cir-  head  we  may  place  the  conversion  of  oeUular 

cumstances  assigned  as  an  occasional  cause  tissue  into  aynoviai  membrane.      Synovial 

of  such  changes  is  what  is  rather  vaguely  membrane  seems,  indeed,  to  be  little  mc»e 

called  irritation.     It  is  said,  for  example,  than    condensed    cellular  tissue.      Sir    B. 

that  chronic  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  Brodie,  in   his  book  on  Diseases   of    the 

the    mucous    membrane     of    the     larynx  Joints,  gives  instances  of  synovial  mem- 

Ikvours  and  accelerates  the  conversion  of  the  branes  being  formed,  where  none  before  ex- 

laryngeal  cartilages  into  bone.     A  joint  that  isted.     *'  In  a  young  lady  who  had  attained 

becomes  ankyloaed  under  slow  inflammation  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  labooring 

is  a  esse  still  more  in  point.     Another  cir-  nnder  the  inconvenience  of  a  club-foot,  a 

cumstance  which  certainly  has  some  oon*>  large  bursa  was  distinctly  to  be  felt  on  tiiat 

nexion  with  the  same  change  is  age.     In  old  part  of  the  instep  which  came  in  contact 

persons  we  find,  almost  always,  more  or  less  with  the  ground  in  walking.      In  another 

ossification  of   the  cartilaginous  tissue  in  young  lady,  who  had  apparently  recovered  of 

various  parts  of  the  body.  a  caries  of  the  spine,  attended  with  a  consi* 

It  has  been  urged,  by  those  who  desire  to  derable  angular  curvature,  a  bursa  appeared 

establish  the  universality  of  the  rules  now  to  have  been  formed  between  the  projecting 

laid  down,  that  the  cases  adduced  ss  excep-  spinous  process  and  the  skin." 
tions  to  those  rules  are  not  cases  of  true        We  cannot  look  upon  any  of  tiie  last 

transformation,    but    of    morbid    deposit,  mentioned  changes  as  being  morbid:  they  are 

The  earthy  patches  which   constitute  the  clearly  the  result  of  natural  and  spontaneovis 

ossification  of  arteries  differ  from  bone  in  methods  of  cure,  or  of  accommodation, 
their  chemical  composition— are  sometimes        The    conversion    of   other    tissues    into 

very  small  and  scattered — while  the  inter-  adiptnu  Hstue,  or  fat,  is  a  very  curious  and 

vening  parts  of  the  tissue  in  which  they  are  a  very  common  change.     Generally,  I  be* 

found  remain  quite  healthy.    These  drcum-  lieve,   this  occurs  in  connexion  with  sua- 

stances,  they  argue,  distinguish  sudi  changes  pended  function.      Sometimes  there  is  an 

from  real  conversions  of  tissue.  apparent  transformation    of   tiiis    kind   in 

Bearing  in  mind  what  has  slready  been  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  adipous  tissae, 

said,  let  us  briefly  run  over  a  few  of  the  or  general  obesity,  such  as  I  have  previoualj 

most  common  and  remarkable  transforms-  described.     But  probably  these  are  not  tme 

tions  presented  to  us  in  the  human  body.  transformations.      If   you  examine    a    fikt 

Cartiiage.-^Ot  the  conversion  of  ceUular  heart-* such  as  is  not  uncommonly  met  with 

or  other  tissues  into  cor^'fa^s  We  have  every-  in  very  fiit  persons — you  will  generally  find 

day  instsnees  in  the  parietes  of  arteries — ^in  a  combination  of  hypertrophy  of  the  adipoos 

the  valves  of  the'  heart — in  the  walls  of  tissue  with  atrophy  of  the  muscular,  rather 

morbid  cysts— 'Sometimes  even  in  the  walls  than  any  conversion  of  the  one  into  the 

of  a  vomica.  other.    The  fat  is  deposited  around,  or  even 

Of  transfbrmatlons  into  cutaneous  tissue,  between  the  wasted  muscular  fibres,  and  the 

or  t4vn,  by  far  the  best  examples  we  have  two  may  usually  be  separated  from  escfa 

are  f^irnished  by  the  mucous  membranes,  other.     It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  here 

When  a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  converse  of   one  of   the  propositiooa 

the  reotam,  for  instsnoe,  or  of  the  vagina,  which  I  lately  mentioned  holds  good — of  the 

protrudes  externally,  is  permanently  exposed  proposition,  namely,  that  a  suspension  of 

to  the  air,  snd  subject  to  the  friction  of  the  function  of  a  tissue  leads  to  its  degenera- 

dothes,  or  of  neighbouring  parts — that  is  to  tion  into  adipous  or  cellular  tissue :   in  the 
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instaBee  before  ns,    the   aocnmulation    of  die  of  consumption  3    and  In  that  disease 

adipoiu  tissue  tends  to  diminish,  or  at  length  there  are  various  causes  in  operation  tending 

to  abolish,  the  function  of  the  part.  to  modify  the  constitution  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Curswell,  howcTer,  believes  that  a  The  hutory  of  these  unfortunate  fowls  ia 

real  conversion  of  the  muscular  tissue  into  not  barren  of  instruction  in  respect  to  the 

the  adipous  takes  place :  and  he  states  that  more  limited  bad  effects  of  full  diet,  want  of 

d»e  change  is  most  opnspicoous  in  the  mus-  exercise,  and  a  short  allowance  of  day-light^ 

cles  of  the  lower  extremities,  when  the  limb  upon  the  **/eatAerie»9  biped  **  man. 

has  long  renudaed  motionless  through  palsy.  The  conversion  of  certain  other  tissues. 

The  muscular  Hbres  remain  distinct,  but  are  and  particularly  of  the  cellular,  into  mucou§ 

of  a  pale  white,  or  straw  colour,  and  when  tissue,  ia  by  no  means  a  rare  thingt     It  ia 

they  are  pressed  between  the  lingers  a  clear  held  that  the  skin  is  capable  of  this  transfer- 

oily  fluid  oozes  out.     If  a  portion  of  the  mation— that  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 

muAcle  be  steeped  for  a  time  in  alcohol,  this  brane  are  thus  naturally  convertible  into 

oil  collects,  in  considerable  quantity,  on  the  each  other.      Unquestionably  they  are  at 

surface  of  the  spirit.     What  is  called  the  all  times  closely  related,    forming  a  con- 

fhtty  liver  affords  an  instance  of  a  morbid  tinuous  surface  even  in  the  sound  state,  and 

(inversion,    not  at  all  unfrequent.      The  exhibiting  different  characters  only,  perhaps, 

altered  liver  is  of  a  light  ,tawny  colour,  of  in  virtue  of  the  different  conditions  in  which 

diminished  specific  gravity,  retains  the  im-  they  are  placed,  and  of  the  different  uses 

pression  of  one's  finger,  b  tender,  and  tears  they  serve  in  the  animal  system.     When  the 

easily :  it  greases  the  knife  that  cuts  it,  or  cuticle  happens  to  be  removed  by  friction, 

bibulous    paper  in   which  it  is  wrapped,  or  by  any  other  means,  from  a  portion  of 

By  boiling  it  you  may  obtain  a  concrete  oil,  the  cutis  vera,  the  exposed  surface,  as  you 

which  has  all  the  characters  of  fat.  all  know,  reddens,  becomes  pretematurally 

Now  what  is  very  curious  in  respect  to  sensible,  is    constantly    moistened    by    an 

this  morbid  condition  of  the  liver  is,  that  we  albuminous   fluid,   and  approximates    very 

can  produce  it,  at  will,  in  some  at  least  of  manifestly  to  the  nature  oif  a  mucous  mem- 

the  lower  animals.     You  know  that  the  brane. 

**/oie  ffroi,**  procured  from  certain  birds,  .  It  is  the  cellular  tisnte,  however,  that 
is  an  article  of  great  luxury  among  epicures,  most  commonly  and  most  decidedly  assumes 
It  is  obtained  by  a  very  cruel  process,  the  properties  of  a  mucous  membrane.  We 
Geese,  or  ducks,  are  confined  in  baskets  find  that  sinuses,  fistulous  openings,  and 
just  large  enough  to  contain  them,  but  not  tubes  in  various  parts,  clothe  themselves,  at 
large  enough  to  allow  them  any  motion :  they  the  expense  of  the  cellular  tissue,  with  a  sur- 
are  kept  continually  in  the  dark  also  •>  some-  iace  of  mucous  membraue.  This  new  tissue 
times  even,  I  am  afraid,  their  eyes  are  put  is  not  distinguishable,  anatomically,  from 
out,  but  this  I  should  imagine  to  be  a  useless  portions  of  original  mucous  tissue.  It  is 
and  superfluous  piece  of  cruelty,  it  being  the  true  that  we  do  not  find  it  provided  with 
absence  of  light,  and  not  the  absence  of  the  mucous  follicles,  or  with  ordinary  villi ;  but 
power  of  vision,  which  helps  to  bring  about  these  are  no  essential  parts  of  true  mucous 
the  desired  effect.  At  the  same  time  the  membranes.  The  membrane  by  which  the 
birds  are  sedulously  crammed  with  food,  surface  of  a  fistulous  channel  is  Uned  resem- 
Under  this  discipline  their  livers  acquire  the  bles  very  precisely,  in  character  and  qualities, 
requisite  sise,  and  greasiness,  and  the  true  the  simpler  forms  of  true  mucous  membrane ; 
flavour.  such,  for  example,  as  are  seen  in  the  urethra. 
An  ingenious  theory  has  been  constructed,  in  the  biliary  passages,  and  in  excretory 
in  reference  to  the  modue  operandi  of  this  ducts  generally.  Like  them  it  is  with 
process.  The  excessive  supply  of  nutriment  difficulty  made  to  take  on  the  adhesive 
tends,  no  doubt,  of  itself,  as  it  always  does,  inflammation :  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
to  the  production  ot  Ux :  the  constrained  sinuses  of  this  kind,  and  chronic  abscesses, 
state  of  inaction  interferes  probably  with  the  are  so  troublesome  to  the  surgeon,  and  re- 
right  and  healthful  formation  of  blood,  a  quire  to  be  laid  open  before  they  can  be 
matter  in  which  the  liver  is  believed  to  be  abolished. 

a  good  deal  concerned  :  then  we  know,  by  I  have  already  given  you  instances  of  the 

experience,  that  the  privation  of  light  has  conversion  of  other  tissues  into  bone.    At 

the  effect  of  blanching  animals  ss  well  as  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  nearly  all  the 

vegetables,  and  thus  farther  interferes  with  tissues  are  susceptible  of  this  change.    The 

the  due  renovation  of  the  blood.     In  this  brain  and  spinal  marrow,   the  lungs,  the 

way  the  transformation  of  the  liver  into  a  heart,  have  been  found  more  or  less  oom- 

fatty  mass  has  been  sometimes  attempted  to  pletely  encased  in  bony  matter :  so  that  it  is 

be  explained.     To  what  extent  the  explana-  common  to  speak,  and  to  exhibit  specimens, 

tion  is  correct,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say )  but  of  ossification  of  the  pleura,  of  the  pericar- 

it  is  worth  remarking  that  the  fatty  hver  is  dium,  of  the  dura  mater,  and  so  on.     But 

very  frequently  met  with  in  persona  who  the  truth  seems  to  be  that,  in  these  coses, 
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the  oerification  has  taken  place  in  the  oellular  and  qiudity—in  ahort  any  deviation  from  the 

tisane  immediately  subjacent  to  these  mem-  regular  process,  as  I  have  briefly  described 

branes  ;  bony  or  earthy  matter  being  laid  it— is  called  a  lesion  qfnutritum. 

down  in  that  tissue  in  granular  deposits,  or        The  few  changes  already  spoken  of,  and 

in  ossific  plates.     And  we  may  say,  with  not  included  among  tiie  lesions  of  nutrition^ 

Dr.  Carswell,  that  the  osseous  transforma-  are:  — 

tion  is  exclusively  confined  to  the  cellular,        The  distension  of  the  hollow  oigans  by  an 

fibrous,  fibro-cartilaginous,  and  cartilaginoua  undue  accumulation  of  fluids  witUn  them ; 

tissues.  The  coagulation  of  the  fluids  in  th^ 

We  have  been  considering  the  conversion  proper  vessels,  excluding  however  the  ca« 

of  natural  tissues  into  other  natural  dsaues.  pillaries ; 

But  tissues  exactly  like  the  natural  are  liable        The  escape  of  the  fluids,  as  such,  out  of 

to   be  formed  de  novo,  and  afterwards  to  and  beyond  their  containing  vessels ;  and 
undergo  many  or  most  of  the  transformations        The  solution  of  tissues,  aiter  death,  by  the 

that  have  been  mentioned.     You  may  pro-  diemical  agencfy  of  the  gastric  juice, 
bably  have  seen,  for  example,  the  pleura        None  of  these,  properly  speaking,  consti- 

pulmonalis  connected  to  the  pleura  costalis  tute   lesions    of   nutrition,    although    they 

by  very  perfect  cellular  tissue.     Now  this  sometimes  lead  to  them, 
new  tssje   may  be  converted    into   other 

tissues ;  into  cartilage,  or  into  bone.     These        Lastly,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  the  changes 

are  ultimate  consequences  of  inflammation,  of  situation  to  which  the  solid  parts  of  the 

and  as  such  I  shall  have  occasion  to  revert  body   are  liable.     They  are  sometimes  of 

to  them  hereafter.     You  will  in  the  mean-  very  serious  import. 

time  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  one  mode  in        These  changes  of  place — somedmes  the 

which  very,  remarkable  changes  in  the  bodily  consequence  of  disease,  sometimes  its  cause, 

structure  may  be  eflected.  and  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  death — 

respect  chiefly  the  viscera  —  and  most  espe- 

Hie  intimate  texture  of  parts  may   be  daily  the  viscera  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  and 

fiftrther  altered— not  simply  by  conversion  pelvis.     I   omit  dislocations  of  joints,  aa 

into  other  known  forms  of  structure  -  but  belonging  exclusively  to  surgery, 
by  an  absolute  disappearance  or  confusion         In  the  chest,  a  whole  lung  may  be  dia- 

of  all  regular  structure.     This  is  usually  a  placed,  and  compressed  against  the  vertebral 

consequence,   either  of  the  effusion  in  the  column,  by  blood,  or  serum,  or  air,  effused 

natural  interstioes  of  the  parts,   of  fluids,  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura.     An  alteration 

which  afterwards  pasa  into  the  solid  state,  or  of  this  kind,  whereby  one  half  of  the  respi- 

it  is  a  consequence  of  the  growth  of  solids  ratory  apparatus  is  rendered  incapable  of  ita 

which  do  not  belong  to  the  healthy  body,  special  fiinction,  cannot  be  otherwise  than 

In  this  sketch  of  general  pathology  I  must  fdll  of  peril. 

content  myself  with  thus  briefly  alluding  to        The  very  same  causes  operating  on  the 

this  source  of  morbid  change.  left  side  of  the  thorax  will  dislocate  the 

I  may  as  well  observe,  here,  that  the  heart,  thrust  it  over  to  the  right  of  the 

alterations,  with  which  we  have   hitherto  sternum,  where  it  may  be  felt,  and  heard, 

been  oocapied,  of  the  solids  of  the  body,  and  seen,   to  pulsate.     This  again  cannot 

fell,  almost  all  of  them,  under  the  head  of  happen  without  greatly  disturbing  the  vital 

ietiont  of  nutrition,  as  the  French  patholo-  function  of  cunculation,  and  putting  life  in 

gists  speak.  That  is  to  say,  they  commence,  jeopardy. 

and  have  their  primitive  seat,  in  that  proceas        Yet  neither  of  these  serious  displaoements 

and  place,  where  the  blood,  having  reached  are  necessarily  fatal.     Both  admit,  under 

the  capillary  system  of  vessels,  performs  its  certain  circumstances,  of  remedial  treatment: 

special  purposes.     It  is  in  the  capillaries  as  I  hope  to  prove  to  you  hereafter, 
that  the  fluids  and  solids  accomplish  their        In  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  the  various 

vital  union.     Each  solid  receives  from  the  forms  of  hernia  may  be  adduced  as  involving 

blood,  and  assimilates  with  its  proper  sub-  very  dangerous  changes  in   the .  place  and 

stance,  material  particles,  identical  in  their  relative  position  of  parts.     Portions  of  the 

nature  with  those  of  which  it  already  consists,  intestinal  tube  are   apt   to   pass   through 

Each  solid  gives  up  also  to  the  blood,  and  accidental  openings  in  the  diaphragm    or 

so  dismisses,  other  particles,  which  before  between   the  edges  of  the  linea  alba  sur- 

fbrmed  a  portion  of  itself,  but  which  have  rounding  the  navel— or  out  at  the  abdominal 

become  unfit,  or    superfluous.     Now  any  ring — or  through    some   other  natural  or 

departure  from  this  continual  building  up  accidental  aperture.     I  need  not  tell  yon 

and  pulling  down — any  excels,  or  defect,  of  how  fearfully  life  is  compromised  when,  in 

the  particles  added,  or  of  the  particles  sub-  consequence  of   such  faulty  position,   tiie 

traetc^  — any  irregularity  in  the  manner  in  bowel  becomes  constricted— when  its  oon- 

which   they  are  deposited  —  any  variation  tents  can  no  longer  pass  onwards,  and  in- 

from  their  ri^ht  consistence,  or  in  their  kind  flammation,   or    gangrene,  are  present  or 
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impending.     Even  when  there  is  no  stran-  than  a  century  and  half  ago,  the  foonda- 

gnUtion,  the  mere  displacementa  to  which  tion  of  the  opposite  doctrine  appears  to  have 

the  escape  of  the  contents  of  the  abdomen  been  hud,  by  the  writings  of  Glisson  in  this 

and  pelvis  from   their  natural  limits  gives  country,  and  by  those  of  Baglivi  in  Italy  j 

rise,  may  be  productive  of  much  discomfort,  and  presently  the  notion   came  to  prevail 

deformity,  and  danger.    Of  this  the  historian  throughout  the  schools,  that  all  the  morbid 

Gibbon    presented  a  remarkable  example,  conditions  of  the  body  had  their  exclusive 

He  had  an  immense  scrotal  hernia ;  so  large  origin  in   the  solids.       The   pendulum   of 

it  was,  that  it  hung  down  very  nearly  as  low  opinion  swung  at  once,  as  is  usual,  into  the 

as  his  knees.     After  his  death  it  was  found  opposite  extreme  of  error.     It  promises,  m 

that  almost  the  whole  of  the  omentum,  and  our  time,  to  settle  at  the  proper  medium, 

the  greater  part  of  the  colon,  had  descended  The   humoral  doctrine    still    indeed    finds 

into   the  scrotum,   and    had    dragged    the  favour  among  the  ignorant,  and  is  commonly 

stomach  after  them ;    so    that  its   pyloric  adopted   by    the    quack  :    a    circumstance 

orifice  lay  close  to  the  abdominal  ring.  which  iUustrates  the  fact  that  the  mischievous 

.  Akm  to  hernia  is  that  partial  displacement  influence  of  unsound  theories  survives  the 

of  the  bowel  in  which  a  portion  of  it  passes,  duration  of  the  theories  themselves.      The 

not  through  any  natural  or  accidental  open-  scientific  physician  of  the  present  day  can 

ing,  but  mto  the  bowel  itself:  just  as  one  only   wonder  how   exclusive    soUdism,    or 

portion  of  the  finger  of  a  glove  is  sometimes  exclusive    humoralism,    should    ever    have 

pulled  into  the  remaining  part,  by  the  with-  found  advocates. 

drawal  of  one's  hand.  The  contain^^f  portion ' 

of  intestine  is  liable  to  be  nipped  and  stran-  "  '  ' 

gulated  by  the  containtn^  portion— and  all  EXPERIMENTS 

the  peril  of  hernia  results,  with  much  less  on  thb 

chance  of  relief  by  art     This  state  of  things  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE 

IS  called  tnius^suacepiton,  x***- 

Exactly  of  the  same  nature,  though  less  HEART, 

alarming,  is  prolapnu  of  the  rectum,  or  of  bt   tub  London   committcbs    of    thb 

the  vagina.      Here  also  a  portion  of  the  British  association  for  1838-39, 

tube  passes  into   the  contiguous   portion  ;  and  1839-40. 
but  being  near  the  extremity  of  the  canal, 

the  inverted  part  protrudes  externally,  and  L^^  '**  Medical  Gazette.'] 

becomes,  in  most  cases,  a  source  of  distress  — 

and  suffering,  rather  than  of  danger.      In-  The  following  report  consists  of  two  distinct 

version  of  the  uterus  is  another  example.  portions,  the   former  describing  the  expe- 
riments performed  at   King's  College,   in 

Thus  much,  then,  of  the  changes  to  which  1839,  by  the  London  Committee  for  1838 

the  9oHd  parts  of  the  body  are  subject,  in  and  1839,  and  the  latter  detailing  those  of  the 

bulk  J  in /orm,  in  contittence^  in  tesiure,  in  Committee  for  1839-40,  performed  at  the 

ntuaiion.  Marylebone  Infirmary  in  the  present  year. 

You  cannot  fiul  to  perceive  the  injurious  The  former  series,  performed  in  conjunction 

effects  which  many  of  these  changes  in  the  hy  Professor  Todd,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams, 

various  solids,   are  calculated    to  produce  and  the  Reporter,  with  occarional  assistance 

upon  the   movements  and  working  of  the  from  Dr.   Roget,    were  successfully  com- 

living  machine:    how  some  of  them  must  menced  but  were  not  completed,  owing  to  the 

imp^e  or  derange  its  natural  action ;  some  difficulty  of  procuring  subjects,  and  otibier  cir- 

stop  that  action  altogether.  cumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  Com- 

Now  the  fluid  parts  of  the  body  are  liable  mittee.    No  report  of  those  experiments  was, 

also  to  alterations,  which,  if  they  are  not  consequently,  presented  at  the  Birmingham 

always  so  obvious  as  those  of  the  solids,  ara  meeting,  or  has  yet  been  published ;  and  an 

certiunly  not  of  less  moment.  account  is,  therefore,  now  prefixed  to  the 

You  are  probably  aware  that,  for  many  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 

centuries,   the  fluids  were  supposed  to  be  for  the  current  year. 

the  primary  agents  in  every  form  of  disease :  The  experiments  of  1 838-9  were  performed 

that  all  maladies  were  attributed  to  some  with  the  view  to  determine  the  physical  and 

acrimony  or  peccant  state  of  the  humours  ;  pathological  causes  of  certain  modifications 

and  that  however  else  the  theories  of  medi-  of  the  motions  and  sounds  that  are  presented 

cine  might  vary  and  fluctuate,  the  humoral  by  diseases — a  chief  object  being  to  ascertain 

pathology,  till  a  comparatively  recent  period,  how,  by  mechanical  and  other  irritations, 

ran  through  almost  all  of  them.  '  At  length,  and  by  displacements  of  the  heart,  murmurs 

the  absurdity  of  the  hypotheses,  and  still  could  be  produced ;  how  also  by  inflamma- 

more  the  dangerous    practice  which    this  tion.  Whether,  for  example,  the  pericarditic 

doctrine  involv^,  began  to  be  manifest,  and  friction     sounds     depend      on      deficient 

led  to  its  total  abandonment.     Rather  more  lubrication  of  the  pericardium,  or  vascular 
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tstf^eB&aaet,  ttt  are  dependent  M>Iely  dta  tlie  4  p.MT.  —  No  mttnuiir  fkretent.      BoA 

d!unoii  of  lymph  ; — ^h<yw  far,   aho,    the  aounda  distinct.     Intenniiik»  etcry  foardiF 

Aataraf  sotnidB  raiglit  be  iiD|)aii«d  by  inter-  or  fifth  beat.     (C.) 

Itopting  the  action  of  the  Talves  in  the  liTing  5   p.m. — ^PiiLm  irregular.      Fine 


mifageet,  or  by  spontaneous  or  artiftdally  double.      Generally   in   triplets,    lbllo««d 

exeited  abnormal  action  in  the  muscular  by  intermissiony  the  second    soond  being 

pnrta    of  the    cavities  without    stmctoral  absent    in    the    weak    strokes    preoedfaig 

lesion.   Anotiier  inquiry  was  this— how  far  the  intermission,  but  distinci  oad  load  at 


do  the  motions  stid  sounds  of  the  heart  in    other  times.    Poise  56,  but  Tariable.    (W.) 
Ibe  lower  aninuds  correspond  inth  those  of        17th.^3  p.m.     Pulse  56.      8tia 


the  hnman  subject :  whether,  Ibr  example,  sionally  retarded.    Both  sounds  now  rongh. 

in  birds  and  other  animals  that  differ  more  Roughness  most  apparent  about  the  base  of 

en  less  from  man  in  their  eardiac  anatomy,  flie  left  ride,  and  scarody  jndible  in  tlw 

there  be  not  corresponding  differences  in  the  carotids.    (W.  and  T.) 
eardiao    sounds    and  motions.      To  those        ISth.^-?  a.m.    Dead.     Bnt  yet 

questions  the  experhneats  for  1838-9  supply  Much  blood  escaped  from  subclaviaa 

answers,  in  most  cases,  which  are  satisfhc-  on  opening  cbest,  and  coagulated  afterward*. 

tory,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to  as  A  mass  of  greenish-yellow  lymph  hi  tfae 

great  an  extext  as  oould  be  calcukted  on  mediastinum.       The    eellnlar    membrsne 

from  so  limited  a  number  of  obserrations :  highly  vascular,  and  easily  torn.    JUkm  of 

they  feel,   however,   that  the  experiments  Ifinph  on  lower  anterior  left  lung,    bter- 

were  too  few  to  decide  any  point  of  much  nal  pericardium  marked  with  many  stniglit 

difficulty  or  importance,  and  that  further  vessels,    and  intermediate  red  striae,  giving 

trials,  under  more  fhvourable  circumstances,  bright  redness  to  the  whole.    Same,  in  ■ 

are  very  desirable.  slight  degree,  the  interior  pericardium,  which 

The    experiments    referred    to  are    the  contained  two  ounces  of  yellow  serum.    At 

following :—  base  of  heart  most  redness.     Cellular  sab- 
stance    there     somewhat    infiltrated    with 

BXPEBiMBMTS  F0»  1838-9.  scrum.    Whole  mterior  of  surfiue  of  heut 

Obs.  I. — 14th  June.    Present— Doctors  healthy,  except  from  sli^^t  thickening  and 

Roget,  Todd,  Williams,  and  Clendinning.  opacity  of  mitral.    A  wound,  plugged  with 

Subject — ^An  ass  about  three  months  old.  lymph,  foimd  in    anterior   food   of   ri|^ 

Pulse  about  60;    regular.     At  8   o'clock,  ventricle. 

A.M.,  a  long  fine    needle,  iHth   a    silver        Obs.  II.— 17th.     8uijeei-^An  asa  ten 

canula,  was  passed  into  the  chest  at  the  le^  weeks  old.     Pulse  48.     Regular  and  pretty 

margin  of  the  sternum  between  the  ribs  to  strong.     Animal  weak.     By  pressing  b^ 

the  depth  of  two  inches.    The  needle  imme-  tween  the  fingers  and  thumb  the 


diately  exhibited  motions  corresponding  to  region,  the  thumb  being  on  the  third  rib 
those  of  the  heart.  The  needle  was  withdrawn,  and  left  ride,  a  loud  Mowing  was  exeited 
and  aqua  ammonife,  dilated  with  four  or  five  with  the  first  sound,  which  ceased  on  re- 
parts  of  water,  was  injected  through  the  moving  the  pressure.  After  several  repeti. 
canula.  The  pulsation  of  the  heart  became  tions  of  this  experiment,  a  short  filing  sound 
immediately  weak  and  very  irregular,  with  heard  (by  two  members  of  the  committee), 
intermissions.  after  the  second  sound,  the  first  being  dear. 

10  o'clock.  —  Heart's    action    natural ;  On  repeating  the  pressure  more  strongly, 

pulse  77.  two  murmurs  were  heard  (by  the  same  ob- 

li  o'clock.  —  Pulse   70.      Occasionally  servers),  one  with  the  first  sound,  and  con- 

irregularly  accelerated  for  a  few  beats.  tinuing  after  it,  and  one  with  the  second 

2  P.M. — Stin  no  abnormal  sound.  sound  (which  was  also  weakened),  and  con- 

5  P.M. — Pulse  78.  tinuing  after  it. 

15th  June.— 7   a.m.     Pulse   about  80.  After  being  fifteen  minutes  at  liberty,  the 

At  half-past   7,  half  an   ounce    more    of  animal  had  a  deep-toned  blowing  wi&  first 

solution  of  ammonia  was  injected  as  before ;  sound,  which  soon  ceased,  but  tibe  murmur 

after  which  pulsations  weak  and  irregular  at  after  the  second  sound  continued, 

first,  but  afterwards  regular.      Pulse  96 ;  20th. — 8  a.m.     Same  murmur  or  tl^ng 

strong,  with  clear  sounds.  after  the  second  sound  as  before.     A  Icmg 

12  o'clock. — Pulse  72.     Sounds  natural  needle  was  passed  two  and  a  half  inches  deep 

and  regular.     First  sound  somewhat  pro-  vertically  to  the  fourth  rib,  along  the  upper 

longed,  with  suspicion  of  mormur.  margin  three  inches  from  the  sternum.    A 

16th.— Sounds  strong.    Pulse  50.   Canula  strong  double   motion  was   given  to    the 

again  Introduced  at  the  root  of  the  xiphoid  needle,  and  a  blowing,  resembling  a  oooing, 

cartilAge  into  the  pericardium.    Some  blood  accompanied  the  first  sound.     The  heart's 

followed  the  needle  ;  then  some  strong  solu-  action  was  increased,  though    the  animal 

tion  of  salt  was  injected,  whence  irregular  seemed  faint, 

accelerated  action  of  the  heart.  21st.-*Piilse  60.    The  needle  again  in- 
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troduced  thite  Indies :  as  be^n«  tfie  needle  laWfom.    Tender  ant  Hud  heart,  but  eats 

preiettCed  rli^micai  movenfentsy    Btennd  well,  and  iff  Hydjr. 

end  dorssd.    That  dorsad  being  slow  and  23d.— 7  a.m.     A  loud  parcfament  rubbing 

forclltey  and  synehronous  with    the    first  murmur  with  each  of  the   sounds,  which 

sound.    That  stemad  being  sudden,  like  a  otherwise  were  distinet  and  natural.    Pulse 

fall  back  from  gravitation,  and  accompany-  80. 

ing  the  second  sound.      A  murmur  of  a  8  a.w.— Juguhur*  Tern  opened.     Copious 

blowing  or  wfaostling  kind  heard  with  tbe  luemorrhage.     Heart's  action  became  rapid, 

system  and  diastole  atoo,  ^e  latter  varioudy  with  slight  rubbing  sound.    Soon,  howerer, 

described  by  dUTerent  observen.    Mummrs  became  slow  and  strong,  witii  superficial 

and  Munds  wen  variously  altered  and  im-  loud  grating  or  rough  sound,  and,  becoming 

paired  by  pressing  tiie  needle  fiat  in  different  gradually  weaker,  soon  ceased, 

directions.     On  withdrawing    the   needle,  One  ounce  of  serum  in  left  pleura.    Two 

murmurs    wera   heard    with    systole    and  to  three  ounces  in  pericanfium.    External 

diastole,  described  as    rasping    and   filing  pericardium     exhibited     sereral      striated 

reniectively.     (W.  and  T.)  patches  of  minute  yesseb.  The  cdluUr  tissue 

Natural  sounds  distinct.    The  needle  was  was  infiltrated  with  serum,  and  the  serous 

introduced  a  second  and  third  time.     Alter  membrane  was  easily  detached.     No  lymph 

the  third  withdrawal  of  the  needle  a  loud  on  the  inner  or  free  surface  of  the  pericar- 

creaking  was  heard  with  both  sounds  by  dium,  but  the  heart  was  completely  coated 

two  obsenrers,  but  no  constant  abnormd  with    thin,    membraniftmn,    soft    lym)di; 

sound  by  the  ^hird.      The  creaking  was  thickest  at  the  septum,  and  near  the  base, 

reported  (W.  and  T.)  to  continue  some  On    the    anterior    and    posterior   surfiioes 

minutes,  when  the  natural  sounds  returned,  numerous   minute   depressions  or   bcun« 

with  only  slight  mumur  witii  the  second  were  seen  in  the  lymph.    'Hie  lymph  was 

sound.  easily  remored.     Chi  the  left  rentricie  near 

22d.-^Animal  dead  (7  a.m.)  and  cold,  the  apex  was  an  oval  space  of  an  indi  by  an 
Considerable  effusion  of  bloody  serum  in  inch  and  a  half  of  bright  red  patches,  seem- 
right  pleura  and  mediastinum.  Some  ing  partly  yascular,  partly  ecchymotic, 
ecchymoses  and  marks  of  perforation  on  left  about  the  middle  of  which  was  a  punctured 
yentricle,  with  corresponding  marks  and  wound,  and  a  clot  in  the  muscular  tissue 
changes  on  the  pericardium.  Perforation  beneath,  and  some  ecchymoses  under  the 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  below  and  behind,  corresponding  endocardium.  Hie  interior 
or  nearer  to  the  apex  than  the  semOnnar  of  the  heart  healthy.  The  serum  from  the 
Talyes.  The  needle  had  transfixed  the  left  pericardium  after  standing  separated  into 
Tentricle,  slightly  wounding  the  mitral,  and  crassamentnm  and  liquid, 
penetrating  the  posterior  wall.  The  anterior  Oiis.  IT.— 23d.  SubJect-^A.  stout  ass 
lamina  of  the  mitral  had  ecchymoses,  and  two  months  old.  Pulse  60-70.  Strong, 
the  posterior  lamina  was  perforated  near  the  with  sounds  very  loud, 
edge,  with  a  small  fibrinous  excrescence  on  A  quarter  to  4  p.m.  A  needle  was  intro- 
valye.  The  wound  passed  through  the  op-  duced  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  fourth  -rib, 
posite  posterior  wall  of  left  yentricle,  around  three  inches  from  the  sternum,  and  one  inch 
which  there  was  ecch3^osis  under  the  peri-  deep.  The  heart's  action  was  accelerated, 
cardium.     The  aortics  were  healthy.  with  obscure  blowing  with  the  systole.    The 

Obs.   III. — 23d.      Snltfeet^An   ass   of  needle  being  withdrawn,  the  heart's  action 

ten  weeks  old.     Half-past  7  a.m.     Pulse  was  slower,  with  doable  creaking  or  leather 

60.     Strong  and  distinct.     A  canula  was  sound  reported  by  two  observers  as  accom- 

introduced  about  an  inch  from  the  xiphoid  panying  both  sounds,  which  became  stronger 

cartilage,  and  for  about  an  inch  in  depth,  after  a  few  minutes.  -  Heart's  action  varying 

when  a  sound,  first  as  of  rubbing,  afterwards  in  regularity. 

as  of  blowing,  accompanied  the  latter  part  of  A  quarter  of   an  hour  after.'    Leather 

the  systole.     About  an  ounce  of  brine  was  sound  at  the  site  of  the  puncture ;  not  at  all 

then  injected,  when  the  pulsations  became  at  the  apex.      Natural  sounds  there  quite 

tumultuous  and  irr^^ar,   and  the  sounds  distinct. 

obscure,  With  loud  gurgling,  (probably  fh>m  25th« — 7  a.m.     Both  cardiac  sounds  loud, 

injection  of  air).  with  sounds  of  fricdon  at   the  basis  cor- 

3  P.M. — Sounds  obscure,  but  more  dis-  dis. 

tinct  toWfeu'ds  the  base,  when  a  short  creak.  26th. — 7  a.m.    Normal  sounds  and  fric- 

ing  (W.  and  T.)  or  blowing  (C.)  accom-  tion  sounds  as  befbre.     A  long  needle  three 

panied  the    first    sound,    which   was    not  times  introduced  in  different  directions  be- 

audible  in  the  arteries.     Pulse  irregular.  tween  the  third  and  fdurth  ribs,  and  three 

24tb.— 3  P.M.      Palse  90,  and  regular,  to  four  inches  from  the  sternum,  without 

Sounds  more  distinct  than  yesterday,  and  any  marked  effect,  except  sometimes,  on 

towards  the  base  of  the  heart,  accompanied  strongly  depressing  the  handle  towards  the 

by  leather  or  parchment  sound.    Respiration  sternum,  a  blowing  with  first  sound  was 


74   EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE  HEART. 

htmrdf  the  second    lonndfl  being  normal.  bbcgzcd  bxpbrimxnt. 

(Robbing  rather  than  blowing  sound.     C.)  T)ie  ]iook  waa  introduced  throqgk  the 

On  first  introducing  the  needle,  a  scratch-  auricle  to  hook    up    the    tendona  of  the 

lag  noiae  waa  sometimea  heard,  with  the  sys-  mitral  valves,  when  the  flappmgwasiai|Ndral, 

tole,  as  if  from  the  point  hitching  against  the  not  suppresaed,  and  the  whia  waa  unoefftaitt. 
heart's  surface. 

A  fine  curved  tenaculum,  about  two  inches  third  experiment. 

in  the  curve,  was  then  passed  two  to  three  •  a  finger  placed  on  aurivcmtrionlar  opcn- 

ioches  from  the  sternum ,  behind  the  third  rib,  jng  externally  experienced  the  — ««•  vibntory 

with  the  point  towards  the  spine,  and,  when  or  jerking  motion  aa  would  be  fdt  ova-  the 

at  the  greatest  depth,  the  handle  was  de-  aortics;  and  to  the  eye  the  same  motiaii  was 

pressed  towards  the  sternum,  so  as  to  move  visible  in  the  former  during  the  first  aovnd 

the  hook   outwards   towards   the  ribs.     A  at  its  commencement,   as  at   the   artenal 

loud  blowing  then  attended  the  first  sound,  openings  during  the  second  sound.     (C.) 
which  was  stUl  distinct.    The  second  sound  was 

wanting  when  the  handle  was  most  depressed,  fourth  experiment. 

and  obscure  when  the  handle  was  somewhat  A  blunt  bistoury  was  introduced  into  the 

raised,  and  restored  to  full  force  when  the  auri-ventricular  opening  through  the  auride, 

hook  was  withdrawn.  and  the  tendons  of  the  septal  laminn  of  the 

Half  an  hour  after,  ^e  first  sound  was  mitral  were  cut  partially,  when  the  flapping 

accompanied  with  blowing  between  the  first  of  the  first  sound  was  impaired,  bat  not 

and  third  ribs,  while  a  friction  sound  accom-  destroyed. 

panied  the  second  sound.      (The  Reporter  On    examining    the    heart    were    found 

called  it  altogether  friction  sound,  with  both  several   marks  of  perforation  of  the  large 

systole  and  diastole,  but  varying  in  hoarse-  arteries,  anteriorly  to  the  valves  ;  the  perfo- 

ness  or  roughness.)     It  was  faintly  audible  rations  were  just  at  the  opening  of  corooary, 

in  the  carotids.  but   no   valve  was  wounded,     lliere  were 

Half-past  3  p.m.     Still  slight  friction  and  ecchymoses  at  the  external  mouths  of  the 

blowing  (roughness  only  of  frictions.     Re-  perforations,  and  attached  to  one  wound  was 

porter. )  increased  after  the  animal  strug-  a  clot  with  a  fibrinous  peduncle.   On  the  sxlt' 

gled.     The  tenaculum  was  again  introduced,  face  of  the  right  ventricle,  corresponding  to 

and  mianpulated  as  before,  and  again  the  the  iufundib^um,  the  surface  waa  injected, 

second  sound  was  stopped  by  drawing  at  the  and    roughened    by    lymph,    with    several 

root  of  the  arteries,  and  restored  on  relaxing  scratches  and  punctures.     The  lymph  was 

the  hold,   the   first  sound  being    aocom-  small  in  quantity  and  granular  in  appearance, 

panied  by  a  loud  whizzing,  and  the  hoarse  A  wound  in  the  septum  was  plugged  with 

or  rubbing  sound  being  indistinct,  if  not  lymph,  as  were  all  the  flesh  wounds  in  the 

absent*  interior  of  the  heart. 

On  withdrawing  the  hook  a  transitory  Obs.  V.  —  29th.      Subject — A  donkey 

crackling  was  heard.     On  the  introduction  three  months  old.     Half-past  seven  a.m. 

of  the  book,    the   heart's  action    became  Heart's  action  quite  normal.     A  tenaculum 

tumultuous  and  irregular,  and,  on  withdraw-  passed  four  inches  from  the  sternum,  be- 

ing  it,  very  rapid.     Pulse  112.     Half  an  tween  the  third  and  fourth  ribs :   the  handle 

hour  after,  the  pulse  still  1 12f  and  the  first  having  been  lowered  towards  the  spine,  there 

sound  accompanied  by  murmur.  was  a  whizzing  heard  with  the  first  sound  ; 

27th. — A  quarter  past  7,  a.m.     Sounds  but  the  second  sound  was  only    a   little 

as  before.     Rough  murmur,  as  of  friction,  weakened.    The  whizz  or  blowing  oontinued 

with  first  sound  especially.      The  animal  after  the  experiment,  with  the  systole,  and 

then     pithed,      ancl     artificial     breathing  after  the  flap  of  the  valves,  but  soon  became 

established,  and  chest  opened.      Heart  was  intermittent,  and  gradually  disappeared, 

acting  vigorously,  with  the  sounds  distinct  30th. — A  fine  canula  was  passed  through 

and  normal.  the  sternum  an  inch  from  the  xiphoid  carti- 
lage, and  about  twelve  ounces  of  warm  water 

first  EXPERIMENT.  were  injected.    The  cardiac  sounds  became 

On  introducing  a  finger  into  the  right  presently    apparently    distant,     especiaUy 

auri-ventricular    orifice,    first   sound    was  towards    the    sternum.      On  withdrawing 

accompanied  with  a  whiz,  and  wanted  its  the  tube,    the    sounds  were   still  distant, 

flapping  beginning.     The  whie  was  accom-  ^i^  ^^^^  impulse,  but  were  otherwise  nor- 

panied  by  a' thrill  sensible  to  the  finger  in-  «i*l.  except  that  occasionaUy  the  systole  waa 

troduced.     The  whiz  ceased,  and  the  systolic  accompanied  by  blowing  during  embarrassed 

flap  returned  on  removing  the  finger.    This  respiration.     A  tumor  formed  under  the 

experiment  was  repeated  several  times  with  integumcnto  of  the  sternum,  through  which 

the  like  results.  ^^^  cardiac  sounds  were  very  faintly  heard, 

and  without  impulse.     Heart's  action  much 
accelerated. 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OP  THE  HEART,  n 

July  4th.— Animal  pithed,  and  artificial  amining  as  many  of  the  animals  aa  could 

breathing  efltabliahed.     The  experiments  on  easily  be  approached  by  atrangcra,  for  the 

the  mitral  valves  then  repeated.     The  left  purposes  of  auscultetion,  &c.     Before  viait- 

anncle  was  mverted  by  the  finger,  and  the  ing  the  gardens  the  committee   met  at  the 

valves  impeded  or  kept  asunder  by  the  finger  Hunterian    Museum,  for   the  purpose  of 

in  the  auri-  ventrical  opening,  when  various  inspecting  the  preparations  iUustrative  of 

murmurs  accompanied  or  followed  the  first  the  physiology  of  the  heart  that  exist  in  that 

sound ;  the  second  sound  being  simply  either  national    coUection,    and    were    obligingly 

much  weakened    or    suppressed,   and  the  assUted  in  their  search  by  Mr.  Owen,  the 

normal  sounds  returned  on  the  withdrawal  of  distinguished  professor  to  the  Royal  College 

the  finger.    This  experiment  was  often  re-  of  Surgeons.    With  the  aid  of  the  anatomical 

peated  with  similar  results.  data  coUected  at  the  Royal  CoUegc  of  Sur- 

A  finger    bemg   placed  on  the  exterior  geons,  the  committee  then  entered  at  once 

circumference  of  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves  on  their  examination  of  the  living  animals, 

respectively  at  the  same  moment,  similar  Before  stating  any  particulars  of  our  obscr- 

jerkmg  motions  perceived  m  each  at  the  vations,  it  is   proper  to   say   that  m  our 

closure  of  the  valves  and  evolution  of  the  examination  of  the  wUder  animals  we  were 

two  cardiac  sounds.     The  finger  when  in  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Youatt,  the  distin- 

the  auri-ventricular    openmg  was  sensible  guished  veterinary  surgeon  of  the  establish- 

of  something  like  flapping,   pushing,  and  ment,  without  whose  kind  assistance  it  would 

stretching  as  it  were,  in  and  by  the  valves ;  have  been  out  of  our  power  even  to  have 

and  the  supposed  edge  of  the  valve  was  felt  attempted  any    thing  in  several  instances, 

tense  in  systole,  and  if  divided  by  the  point  Even  with  Mr.  Youatt's  aid  we  found  it 

of  the  finger  the  edges  of  the  opposite  valves  extremely  difficult  in  many  cases  to  make 

were  thought  to  give  a  feeling  of  resistance,  satisfactory  observations,  so  that  in  but  a 

such  as  valvular  tension  must  cause,  sup-  portion  of  the  subjects  was  it  found  prac- 

posing  such  tension  to  occur.     The   first  ticable  for   the  whole  of  the  committee  to 

sound  was  protracted  and  dull,  wanting  the  verify  results  to  their  satisfaction, 

sharply  defined  beginning,   such  as  a  flap  The  animals  sufficiently  examined  by  all 

would  give,  when  the  valvular  action  was  are  distinguished  in  the  following  enumera- 

interrupted  by  the  finger.  tlon : 

The  first  sound  was  obscure,  but  audible 

on  extraction  of  the  heart,  when  the  organ  ^'  "^^  ostrich, 

was  irritated  and  contractive.  2.  The  ourang-otang. 

Ons.  VI.-July3d.     Subject -A  turtle,  3.  The  leopard, 

wdght   150  lbs.       No    distinct    puhiation  ^-  ^he  seal, 

could  be  heard  externally.    After  decapita-  5.  The  Balearic  crane, 

tion  and  removal  of  the  callipee,  the  heart  J-  ^he  Brahmin  buU. 

was  felt  by  one  of  the  committee  pulsating  '•  ^he  common  crane, 

regularly,   and  two  distinct    sounds  were  ®'  '^^  puma, 

heard  (W.)  with  an  interval  between ;  the  ^'  The  Indian  antelope. 

heart  ceased  beating  too  soon  to  allow  of  the     rfc«.v- ^:—i-  .. :~^  *^  *u-     *•  r   *5 

..              .        A./®  ^       •**^  /n  »       1  •  Other  animals  examined  to  the  satisfaction 

other  member  ofthe  committee  (C.J  makinir  r  ^              u        ^  1.1.             -^ 

«.y  Mtufcctory  ob«^tlon.      ^    ^          ^  of  «>me  members  of  the  oomnuttee  we« 

Obs.  VII.  —  Comparative  obeervation,  10.  The  elephant. 

The  observations  of  the  committee  on  the  11.  The  dromedary, 

motions  and  sounds  of  the  heart  had  been  1 2.  The  antelope, 

previously    made     almost    exclusively    on  13.  The  water  bulEalo. 

donkeys  and  dogs— >animals  whose  cardiac  14.  The  giraffe, 

structure    and    modes    of  action*  are    ge-  1 5.  The  lion, 

nerally  known  to  agree  very  nearly  with  16.  The  nylghau, 

those  ofthe  human  subject.     It  was  there-  1 7.  Tlie  Wapiti  deer, 

fore     thought    very    desirable    to    extend  18.  The  hyaena, 
their  investigations  more  widely  over  the 

scale,  as  by  such  mdans,   it  was  thought,  In  No.  1.  (the  ostrich)  the  pulse  at  the 

some  useful  generalization  might  be  obtained,  heart  was  very  vigorous,  and  about  60  in 

and  the  views  of  the  committee  be  at  the  the  minute.    The  systolic  or  first  sound  was 

same  time  subjected  to  a  new  and  interesting  long  and  obtuse,  and  the  second  or  diastolic 

test,  and  if  sound  fuUy  confirmed,  but  if  sound  was  short  and  rather  obtuse, 

defective,  corrected ;  and  in  any  event  that  In  No.  2.  (the  ourang-otang)  the  pulse  was 

their  future  conclusions  would  be  based  on  a  quick,  and  the  cardiac  sounds  and  rhythm 

greater  variety  of  facts,  and  a  more  compre-  like  those  of   the  heart  of   a  child  very 

hensive  induction.     The  committee,  there-  exactly. 

fore,  made  arranircments  for  the  purpose  of  In  No.  3.  (the  leopard)  the  pulse  was  60, 

visiting  the  Zoological  (jardens,   and  ex-  the  first  sound  normid,  but  the  second  rather 
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imfistfiict   M   compared    with  the  hnixuD  an  inqvirt   imto  bomb  or  thb  conss- 
gCandard.  qukncbs  and  causbs  op  pailubb 

In  No.  4.  (the  teal)  pulse  not  materully  of  thb 

dMerent  from  the  hnman.     Rrat  found  long  j^g^  OPERATION  FOR  THE  CURE 

"1;Nr5\'^BZ^  OP  STRABISMUS  OR  SQUINTING, 
to   140.     Animal  phthisical.     First  sound  Br.  £.  W.  Duffin,  Esq. 

long  and  obtuse,  second  sound  indistinct.  Sunreon. 

In  No.  6.  (the  common  crane)  first  sound 
short,  and  no  second  sound  heard.  [^^  '*«  Medical  GazeiUJ] 

In  No.  7.  (the  Brahmin  bull)  pulse  80.  (Continued  fttMn  pag«  5S.) 

Animal  phthisical.     Pint  sound  long  and  

obtuse,  second  sound  indistinct.  t  •     *•         r  i    ^  i.    '^ 

In  No.  8.  (the  puma)  pulse  86.    Animal  ^"^  my  communication  of  bttt  week  U 

sickly,  probably  phthisical.  Grating  murmur  ^a*    stated  that,   when  the  adductor 

with  the  firrt  sound.  muscle  was  divided,  araon^  other  rea- 

In  No.  9.  (the  Indian  antdope)  long  ob-  sons  for  the  cjre  not  turning  outwards 

tttse  first    sound;    short  flapping    second  might  be  assigned  the  counteiacthig 

sound.  afi^ency  of  the  oblicjue  muscles,  both  of 

In  No.  10.  (the  elephant)  pulse  36 ;  long  ¥mich  tend  to  retain  the  globe  in  the 

and  obtuse  first  sound,  and  relatiTely  short  centre  of  the  orbit.      Indeed,  in  some 

and  flapping  second  sound.  cases  in  which  the  strabismus  is  very 

In  No.  11.  (the  dromedary)  pulse  48 ;  considerable,    and    of  lony  standings, 

long  and  obtuse  first  sound,  short  second  these  muscles  become  implicated  in  its 

^^^\  ^    .    *  ,  production:  hence  we  occasionally  find. 

In  No.  12.  (the  Mitelope)  the  first  sound  ^  already  stated,  even  after  the  iho- 

longfT  and  duller  the  second  sound  shorter  ^^^  Uberation  of  both  eyes  internally, 

and  sharper.  „,  .  nn  in  as  far  as  the  distortion  may  proceed 

In  No.  13.  (the  water  buffalo)  pulse  60.  ^  ^.^  shortening  o^  the  ad- 

Blowmg  and  murmur  after  the  first  sound ;  ,     ,       _       ,  *i.      *  j       Jl- 

no  second  soundheard.  ductor  muscle,  or  other   adventitious 

In  No.  14.  (the  giraffe)  pulse  50.  Second  ^^f^.'  ^^^^  **lf  pupils  are  stiU  <»pable 

sound  sometimes  double.  ^^  ^«ng  turned  somewhat  inwards,  and 

In  No.  15.  (the  Uon)  first  sound  long  and  many  days,  or  even  weeks  may  elapse, 

obtuse,  second  sound  short  and  flapping.  before  they  attain  the  fullest  extent  of 

In  No.  16.  (the  nylghau)  first  sound  nor-  divergence  from  their  former  situation, 

mal,  second  sound  indistinct.  When  the  eye-ball  has  been  so  firmly 

In  No.  17.  (the  Wapiti  deer)  pulse  60;  detained  in  its  abnormal  position  by 

first  sound  long  and  obtuse,  second  sound  any  morbid  change  of  structure  in  the 

short  and  flapping.  cellular  tissue  as  to  wholly  prevent  it 

In  No.  18.  (the  hyiena)  long  obtuse  first  from  being  turned    outwaros,    or    to 

sound,  short  second  sound.  admit  of  it  being  so  turned  only  in 

Some  other  animals  were  attempted,  but  a  very  limited  degree,  then  the  tardy 

without  success,  viz.  the  d7^etai  or  wild  ass,  return    of    the    pupil    to     its    proper 

the  rhinoceros,  the  cassowary,    and  some  position  may,   in    some   measure,   5e- 

otliers.     As  a  genend  observation  the  com-  ^^^   ^„   ^^(^  ^^  j  ^^^ 

mittee  mav  state,  that  wherever  the  second  t _  y *      j   j       *    /*"o 

sound  of  the  heart  could  be  distinguished,  f^^^,'*  «« 1?°«  over-extended  as  to  have 
the  character  of  both  sounds,  and  the  rhythm  ^^^^  P^'^*^"  ^^  *J«  contractile  powen 
of  the  heart's  motions,  appeared  to  corre-  ,  The  siipenor  obhque  muscle  rotates 
spond  with  those  of  the  human  heart ;  due  'he  eye  m  a  direction  downwards  and 
allowance  being  made  for  differences  of  size  inward» ;  and  the  inferior  oblique  be- 
in  the  animals,  differences  of  temperament,  ing  its  antji^onist,  rolls  it  in  the  con- 
and  the  circumstances  of  excitement  or  of  trary  direction ;  but  neither  of  these 
disease  under  which  many  of  the  animals  muscles,  either  singly  or  conjointly, 
laboured  when  they  were  subjected  to  aus-  has  any  disposition  to  approximate  the 
cultation,  fitc.*  pupil  to  tlie  inner  canthus,  beyond  the 
. . visual  centre  of  the  orbit,  unless  it  has 

•  The  conclnsions  f^om  the  preceding  expcri-  ^^^n  previously  involved  in  the  ppo- 

ments  will  be  subjoined  with  those  of  the  expe-  auction  of  Strabismus.     If  such,  then, 

rimenU  that  follow  in  the  report  for  the  current  be    a    part   of  the    functions   of    the 

^^*''  oblique  muscles,  it  must  be  evident  that 

when  they  both  act  together,  they  will 

have  the  effect  of  stc»iying  the  eye  in 
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itte  visual  centre  of  the  orbit;  or,  in  eye-ball,  it  would  much  more  satisfacto- 
other  words,  we  are  indebted  to  the  rily  decide  the  question,  could  we  in  any 
conjoint  action  of  these  muscles  for  the  manner  witness  their  own  uncontrolled 
poweroffixinffthe  globe  ofthe  eye  when  influence  on  the  living  eye.  In  order, 
we  look  steadfastly  at  an  object  placed  then,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
immediately  before  us,  and  at  that  dis-  ing  this,  I  procured  a  middle-sized  dog, 
tanoe  fiom  the  eye  at  wliich  we  see  it  and,  aided  oy  my  friend,  Mr.  Samwefl, 
most  distihctly ;  this  being  the  position  of  the  Marylebone  Dispnensary,  insti- 
of  the  organ  in  which  the  exertion  of  tuted  the  following  experiments : — 
such  a  steadyinfi[  power  is  of  the  most  I  first  divided  the  adductor  of  the 
importance.  If,  moreover,  the  focus  right  eye.  The  elSects  were  such  as 
of  the  eye  be  ever  changed,  so  as  to  ordinarily  follow  the  division  of  this 
accommodate  it  to  the  various  dis-  muscle,  and  need  not  be  further  in- 
tances  at  which  we  survey  objects,  sistedon.  I  next  cut  across  the  second 
these  muscles  must  be  very  powerful  belly  of  the  superior  oblique,  and  in- 
agents  in  acoomplishin?  this  ooject,  by  stantly  the  globe  performed  a  rapid 
compressing  the  ccntr^  portion  of  the  and  most  distinct  semi-revolution  up- 
sphere  sli^tly  between  them,  and  wards  and  outwards,  in  the  direction  of  a 
against  the  cushion  of  fat  which  lines  line  running  diagonally  from  the  origin 
the  nasal  surface  of  the  orbit ;  thus  of  the  inferior  oblique  muscle  through 
not  only  increasing  the  distance  be-  the  centre  of  the  lacrymal  gland.  This 
tween  the  cornea  and  that  portion  of  the  movement  was  forcible,  quick,  and  de- 
retina  on  which  the  image  is  depicted,  cided ;  the  pupil  as  speedily  returning 
but  also  rendering  the  cornea  itself  again  to  nearits  proper  site.  By  ini tat- 
more  convex.  This  presumed  use  of  ing  the  eyewith  the  handle  of  the  scalpel, 
the  muscles,  however,  I  throw  out  as  a  we  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
mere  conjecture,  being  aware  that  phjr-  this  movement  a  great  number  of  times, 
Biologists  in  general  maintain  a  dif-  so  as  to  satisfy  ourselves  respecting  it 
ferent  opinion.  The  importance  of  in  every  particular.  Besides  rolling  the 
steadying  the  eye,  under  particular  ^e-ball  m  the  manner  just  described^ 
circumstances,  against  any  inadvertent  tnis  action  of  the  inferior  oblique 
contraction  of  thc'recti,  and  of  accom-  caused  the  fflobe  also  to  protrude  in  a 
modating  its  focus  to  the  required  dis-  most  remarkable  degree,  fully  a  third 
tance,  is  too  obvious  to  need  comment ;  part  of  the  sphere  being  thrust,  on  each 
and  I  think,  on  reflection,  we  shall  be  successive  contraction,  beyond  the 
inclined  to  admit  that  the  same  end  boundary  of  the  orbit,  so  that  the  under 
could  not  be  so  efficiently  attained  by  surface  of  the  ball  was  presented  to 
'  any  combination  of  agency  on  the  part  view,  but  as  quickly  disappeared  a^n 
of  the  recti  muscles.  If  this  view  of  when  the  eye  recovered  its  position, 
the  functions  of  the  two  obliques  be  which  it  did  only  in  a  limited  degree, 
correct,  we  may  conclude  that  when  by  the  action  of  the  inferior  rectus, 
the  adductors  are  incapacitated  by  the  Tiiis  advance  of  the  eye-ball,  and  its 
division  of  their  tendons,  it  is  mainly  revolution  in  the  diagonal  line  already 
by  the  co-operation  of  these  agents,  indicated,  is  precisely  what  might  be 
aided  bv  the  sympathetic  influence  inferred  from  the  course  of  the  fibres  of 
that  exists  between  the  two  omms,  the  inferior  oblique  muscle,  and  from 
that  the  ej^e-ball  is  steadied,  and  the  their  winding  round  so  large  a  portion 
pupil  retained  in  the  visual  centre  pf  of  the  sphere.  The  extreme  expansion 
the  orbit ;  although  it  may  occasion-  of  the  tendon  is  far  beyond  the  greatest 
ally  happen,  from  certain  adventitious  diameter  of  the  ball,  reaching,  m  fact, 
causes,  tnat  the  obliques  are  incompe-  when  carefully  dissected,  to  near  the 
tent  to  resist  the  contraction  of  the  ex-  entrance  to  the  optic  nerve, 
temal  recti  muscles.  I  next  divided  the  inferior  oblique. 
Such  was  the  view  that  I  entertained  and  the  globe  was  no  longer  advanced 
of  the  functions  of  the  two  oblique  on  the  eye  being  irritated;  but  the 
muscles;  but  it  occurred  to  me  that,  pupil  was  pulled  to  near  the  outer 
instead  of  resting  satisfied  with  an  canthus  by  the  action  of  the  external 
emptv  theory,  or  dissecting  and  pulling  and  superior  recti  muscles  ;  and  had  it 
the  dead  muscles  in  the  direction  of  not  been  for  the  restraining  power 
their  fibres,  in  order  to  observe  what  exerted  by  the  inferior  rectus,  would 
-cflfect  their  oontvactions  produce  on  the  have  wholly  disappeared. 
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My  next  experiment  was  to  divide  cially  during  feeding.  This  muscle, 
the  inferior  oblique  alone  in  the  oppo-  which  in  ruminants  is  funnel-shaped, 
site  eye.  As  soon  as  this  was  accom-  and  in  the  camivora -quadripartite,  is 
plished,  which  I  did  by  passing  a  very  pnowerful,  and  embraces  the  whole 
curved  bistoury  beyond  it,  with  the  posterior  half  of  the  sphere.  It  arises 
point  pressing  against  the  floor  of  the  circularly  from  the  margin  of  the 
orbit,  and  then  pulling  it  sharply  out,  foramen  opticum,  encloses  the  optic 
the  eyeball  was  first  instantly  rotated  nerve,  and  is  inserted  as  just  stated, 
in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the  Now  if  the  eye  was  thrust  out  in  the 
second  belly  of  the  trochlear  muscle,  manner  described,  notwithstanding  the 
and  then  drawn  obliquely  upwards  additional  resistance  which  this  muscle 
towards  the  pully  through  wnich  it  would  oppose  to  the  protruding  action 
passes.  This  second  effect  cannot,  of  of  either  of  the  obliques,  on  its  antago- 
course,  ever  manifest  itself  unless  the  nist  being  cut  across,  what  would  have 
inferior  oblique  be  previously  divided,  been  the  consequence  had  the  same 
as  it  arose  in  consequence  of  the  eve  operation  been  performed  on  the  human 
being  freed  frt>m  the  restraint  of  the  eye,  siurounding  the  posterior  surface 
latter  muscle.  The  globe  of  the  eve  of  which  no  such  muscle*  is  to  be 
was  considerably  advanced,  as  in  the  found  ? !  I  am  very  earnest  in  point- 
former  experiment,  the  lower  surface  of  ing  out  these  facts,  in  order  to  pre- 
the  eyeball  beine  brought  into  view,  vent  anv  one  thoughtlessly  dividing 
This  advance  of  me  glol^  was  in  some  either  of  these  two  muscles ;  though  I 
measure  owing  to  its  being  held  bound  am  informed  another  surgeon  asserts 
by  all  the  otner  muscles,  and  conse-  that  he  has  cut  the  ittferior  oblique.  I 
quently  unable  to  follow  the  full  rota-  seriously  trust  that  he  is  mistaken,  and 
toiy  movement  that  would  have  been  that  for  once  his  usual  dexterity  has, 
imparted  to  it  had  their  several  inser-  in  this  respect,  failed  him.  If  either 
tions  been  cut.  But,  of  course,  had  I  of  these  ^ntlemen  be  still  of  opinion 
divided  these,  the  eye-ball  would  have  that  he  divided  the  muscles  in  question, 
been  so  detached  uiat  it  would  have  let  him  repeat  the  above  experiments 
been  impossible  for  us  to  have  formed  on  an  animal,  and  I  think  he  Mill 
so  correct  a  judgment  as  we  were  ena-  coincide  with  me,  and  congratulate 
bled  to  do,  by  making  allowance  for  himself  that  he  did  not  succeed  in  liis 
the    opposition    which    the    superior    intentions. 

oblique  met  with  frt)m  their  conjoint  Another  effect  of  the  division  of 
actions.  The  true  anta^nist  of  the  either  of  these  muscles  we  observed  to 
trochlear  muscle,  it  is  qmte  clear  from  be  an  incredible  enlargement  of  the 
the  foregoinff  narration,  is  the  inferior  pupil ;  to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  that 
oblioue ;  ana  it  was  only  necessary  to  the  iris  formed  merely  a  nturow  band, 
divine  diis  latter  muscle  to  allow  the  encircling  the  inner  margin  of  the 
former  to  show  in  what  direction  it  cornea.  A  trifling  enlargement  of  the 
would  puU  the  eyeball  in  the  event  of  pupil  is  a  common  effect  of  dividing 
the  operation  of  dividing  the  inferior  the  adductor :  hence  it  would  seem 
oblique  being  undertaken,  as  pro^xtsed  that  a  certain  degree  of  compression 
by  Dr.  Franz,  had  his  attempt  on  the  is  constantly  bein?  exerted  on  the 
superior  oblique  failed  {vide  Lancet,  eyeball  by  the  action  of  the  various 
June  24,  1840.)  Had  the  Doctor,  in-  orbital  muscles  ;  and  that  the  contrac- 
deed,  divided  the  superior  oblique  tions  of  the  iris,  as  has  long  been  ascer- 
muscle,  as  he  states  he  did,  what  would  tained,  do  not  depend  entirely  on  the 
have  been  the  unfortunate  position  of  degree  of  hght  to  which  the  eye  is 
the  patient's  eve  ?  Why,  the  pupil  exposed,  but  are  in  a  great  measure  at- 
would  have  rolled  upwards  and  out-  trioutable  to  the  quantum  of  pressure 
wards,  and  been  lost  to  view  under  the  to  which  the  sphere  itself  is  siU)jected. 
lacrymal  gland.  Besides,  it  must  be  I  may  here  mention,  that  it  is  my 
remembered  that  most  animals  are  intention  not  only  to  repeat  the  above 
furnished  with  an  additional  muscle —  experiments,  but  to  institute  a  scries  of 
the  suspenMorius,  for  the  purpose  of  otners  of  a  similar  nature  on  all  the 
retaining  the  eye-ball  rn  liiti,  and  ob-  muscles  of  the  eye,  ^ith  a  view  to 
viating  the  inconvenience  that  might  ascertain  their  positive  functions  singly 
otherwise  be  experienced  from  the  and  collectively,  if  this  information  can 
dependent  position  of  the  head,  espe-    be  acquired  by  such  means.    The  re- 
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suits  of  this  inquiiy  shall  he  made  strahifmius  convergens.   Out  of  upwards 

known  to  the  profession  hereafter.  of  400  cases  that  I  have  examined,  I 

The  portion  of  the  retina  which  cor-  have  only  met  with  fifteen  examples ;  and 
responds  with  the  axis  of  the  eye  is  of  the  operations  performed  upon  these, 
usually  regarded  as  heing  more  sensible  not  one  has  been,  strictly  speaking, 
than  the  rest  of  the  membranous  ex-  successful,  although  they  have  all  been 
pansion  of  the  optic  nerve.  No  doubt  improved  in  a  trifling  degree.  The 
there  is  G^eneral  sensibility^  over  the  external  cost,  strabismus  divergens,  has 
whole  of  uie  retina,  by  which  we  per-  been  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  similar 
ceive  the  outline  of  a  great  number  of  cause,  and  to  be  analogous  in  nature  to 
objects;  but  if  we  fix  the  eye  upon  the  more  common  squint,  strabismus 
any  one  object,  or  upon  any  particular  convergcns ;  but  in  many  respects  it 
part  of  an  object,  tne  image  of  each  differs  from  it  materially  both  as  re- 
separate  portion  successively  must  be  ^rds  its  pathology  and,  as  just  stated, 
traced  upon  that  part  of  the  retina  in  in  the  de^e  of  success  that  attends 
the  axis  of  the  eje.    Now,  whether  the  the  operation. 

superior   sensibility  and    aptitude    to  ^  The  intimate  pathology  of  the  affec- 

convey  impressions  to  the   brain  be  tion  still  remains  a  mystery :  there  are 

inherent  in  this  portion  of  the  retina,  certain  facts,  however,    deserving   of 

t.  0.  an  original  pronertjr  of  the  part,  or  notice,  that  throw  some  light  upon  it, 

only  the  result  of  nabit  and  constant  and  at  once  point  out  that  a  remarkable 

employment,  has  been  a  matter  of  con-  difference  exists  between  the  two  dis- 

jecture*.    This  question,  however,  now  eases  in  relation  to  their  proximate 

appear  to  be  capable  of    a    decided  cause.    These  I  shall  state,  and  leave 

reply. .  The  property  is  inherent  in  the  it  to  physiologists  hereafter  to  explain 

particular  part  alluded  to.     When  a  them. 

patient  presents  himself  who  squints  A  person  affected  with  ordinary  in- 

veiy  much,  we  almost  invariably  find  temal  strabismus,  provided  the  eye  be 

that  his  vision  is  obscure,  and  indeed,  not  tethered  by  adventitious  adhesions, 

as  has  been  already  stated,  in  some  or  a  thickened  and  contracted  state 

cases  almost  amaurotic.     One  obvious  of   the    submuscular    structures,    can 

reason  of  this  imperfection  of  vision  is  turn  the  eyes    in    any  direction    he 

the  image  not  being  depicted  on  the  chooses,  by  an  effort  of  the  will ;  while 

most  sensitive  portion  of  the  retina ;  a  person  affected  with  external  strabis- 

since  immediately  on  the  e^e-baU  being  mus  is  generally  hmited  in  this  respect, 

liberated,  and  its  axis  being  made  to  He  can  direct  either  eye  outwards  in 

correspond  with  this  portion  of  the  looking  at  an  object  placed  at  the  side 

retina,  vision  is  improved  and  becomes  of  him,  while  the  opposite  eye  turns 

much  clearer  as  soon  as  the  eye  re-  inwards  to  the  full  natural  extent  j  but 

covers  the  first  shock,  and  the  tempo-  he   is  incapa^^le  of  directing  both  eyes 

rary  state  of  congestion  induced  dunng  inwards  simultaneously.    Now  this  is  a 

the  performance  of  the  operation,  by  very  singular  fact.     Why,  if  he  possess 

the  forcible  efforts  of  the  patient  to  the  power  of  the  adductors  separately, 

close  the  eyelids.    Were  this  portion  of  so  as  to  make  the  axes  of  the  two  eyes, 

the  retina  not  primitively  endowed  with  when  turned  to  either  side,  correspond 

superior  visual  sensibihty,  it  would  re-  in  the  fullest  extent,  should  he  not  be 

omre  some  little  time  to  educate  it  to  able  to  call  these  adductors  into  simul- 

ttie  performance  of  its  new  function ;  taneous  contraction,  and  make  the  two 

but,  on  the  contrary,  it  evinces  in  some  pupils  converge  ?    lie  has  power,  when 

degree  its  peculiar  capacity  from  the  he  makes  this  effort,  only  over  the  un- 

first  moment  that  it  has  the  power  of  distorted  eye :  the  pupil  of  the  other 

doing  so,  though  it  afterwaros  for  se-  does  not  pass  the  centre  of  the  orbit, 

vera!  days  improves  by  practice.  It  is  eviaent  that  both  adductors  are 

^     ,.          ^.              ^^           ,  „     .  capable  of  the  fullest  degree  of  con- 

Strabismus  Divergens  (External  Squint  traction  when  they  act  in  concert  with 

or  Leer.)  the  abductors  of  the  opposite  eyes  re- 

This  affection  is  of  much  less  frequent  specti vely ;  why  then  should  they  be  un- 
occurrence  than  the  ordinary  squint,  able  to  act  together?  This  is  a  curious 
circumstance,  and  only  to  be  explained 

•  Walker's  FhiloMphy  of  the  Eye,  p.  19X  by  admitting  that  the  two  adductors 
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My  next  experiment  was  to  divide  cially  during  feeding.  This  muscle, 
the  inferior  oblique  alone  in  the  oppo-  which  in  ruminants  is  funnel-shaped, 
site  eye.  As  soon  as  this  was  accom-  and  in  the  camivora  •quadripartite,  is 
phshed,  which  I  did  by  passing  a  very  jwwerfiil,  and  embraces  the  whole 
curved  bistoury  beyond  it,  with  the  posterior  half  of  the  sphere.  It  arises 
point  pressing  against  the  lloor  of  the  circularly  from  the  margin  of  the 
orbit,  and  then  pulUng  it  sharply  out,  foramen  opdcum,  encloses  the  optic 
the  eyeball  was  first  instantly  rotated  nerve,  and  is  inserted  as  just  stated, 
in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the  Now  if  the  eye  was  thrust  out  in  the 
second  beUy  of  the  trochlear  nuiscle,  manner  described,  notwithstanding  the 
and  then  drawn  obliquely  upwards  additional  resistance  which  this  muscle 
towards  the  pully  through  wnich  it  would  oppose  to  the  protruding  action 
passes.  This  second  effect  cannot,  of  of  either  of  the  obliques,  on  its  antago- 
course,  ever  manifest  itself  unless  the  nist  being  cut  across,  what  would  have 
inferior  oblique  be  previously  divided,  been  the  consequence  had  the  same 
as  it  arose  in  consequence  of  the  eye  operation  been  performed  on  the  human 
being  freed  from  the  restraint  of  the  eye,  surrounding  the  posterior  surface 
latter  muscle.  The  globe  of  the  eye  of  which  no  such  muscle'  is  to  be 
was  considerably  advanced,  as  in  tne  found  ?!  I  am  very  earnest  in  point- 
former  experiment,  the  lower  surface  of  ing  out  these  facts,  in  order  to  pre- 
the  eyeball  beine  brought  into  view,  vent  any  one  thoughtlessly  dividing 
This  advance  of  Uie  ?lobe  was  in  some  either  of  these  two  muscles ;  though  I 
measure  owine  to  its  being  held  bound  am  informed  another  surgeon  asserts 
by  all  the  otner  muscles,  and  conse-  that  he  has  cut  the  inferior  oblique.  I 
quently  unable  to  follow  the  full  rota-  seriously  trust  that  he  is  mistaken,  and 
tory  movement  that  would  have  been  that  for  once  his  usual  dexterity  has, 
imparted  to  it  had  their  several  inser-  in  this  respect,  failed  him.  If  either 
tions  been  cut.  But,  of  course,  had  I  of  these  gentlemen  be  still  of  opinion 
divided  these,  the  eye-ball  would  have  that  he  divided  the  muscles  in  question, 
been  so  detached  tnat  it  would  have  let  him  repeat  the  above  experiments 
been  impossible  for  us  to  have  formed  on  an  animal,  and  I  think  he  will 
so  correct  a  judgment  as  we  were  ena-  coincide  with  me,  and  congratulate 
bled  to  do,  by  making  allowance  for  himself  that  he  did  not  succeed  in  liis 
the    opposition    which     the    superior    intentions. 

oblique  met  with  from  their  conjoint  Another  effect  of  the  division  of 
actions.  The  true  anta^nist  of  the  either  of  these  muscles  we  observed  to 
trochlear  muscle,  it  is  quite  clear  from  be  an  incredible  enlargement  of  the 
the  foregoing  narration,  is  the  inferior  pupil ;  to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  that 
oblioue ;  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  the  iris  formed  merely  a  narrow  band, 
divide  this  latter  muscle  to  allow  the  encircling  the  inner  margin  of  the 
former  to  show  in  what  direction  it  cornea.  A  trifling  enlargement  of  the 
would  pull  the  eyeball  in  the  event  of  pupil  is  a  common  effect  of  dividing 
the  operation  of  dividing  the  inferior  the  adductor:  hence  it  would  seem 
oblique  being  undertaken,  as  proposed  that  a  certain  degree  of  compression 
by  Dr.  Franz,  had  his  attempt  on  the  is  constantly  bein^  exerted  on  the 
superior  oblique  failed  {vide  Lancet,  eyeball  by  the  action  of  the  various 
June  24,  1840.)  Had  the  Doctor,  in-  orbital  muscles  ;  and  that  the  contrac- 
deed,  divided  the  6ui)erior  oblique  tions  of  the  iris,  as  has  long  been  ascer- 
muscle,  as  he  states  he  did,  what  would  tained,  do  not  depend  entirely  on  the 
have  been  the  unfortunate  position  of  degree  of  Ught  to  which  the  eye  is 
the  patient's  eye  ?  Why,  the  pupil  exposed,  but  are  in  a  great  measure  at- 
would  have  rolled  upwards  and  out-  tributable  to  the  quantum  of  pressure 
wards,  and  been  lost  to  view  under  the  to  which  the  sphere  itself  is  subjected, 
lacrymal  gland.  Besides,  it  must  be  I  may  here  mention,  that  it  is  my 
remembered  that  most  animals  arc  intention  not  only  to  repeat  the  above 
furnished  with  an  additional  muscle —  experiments,  but  to  institute  a  series  of 
the  tuspettsorius,  for  the  purpose  of  others  of  a  similar  nature  on  all  the 
retaining  the  eye-ball  in  sitHj  and  ob-  muscles  of  the  eye,  with  a  view  to 
viating  the  inconvenience  that  might  ascertain  their  positive  functions  singly 
otherwise  be  experienced  from  the  and  collectively,  if  this  information  can 
dependent  position  of  the  head,  espe-    be  acquired  by  such  means.    The  re- 
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suits  of  this  inquiiy  shall  be  made  strabismus  convergens.   Outofupwaids 

known  to  the  profession  hereafter.  of  400  cases  that  I  have  examined,  I 

The  portion  of  the  retina  which  cor-  have  only  met  with  fifteen  examples ;  and 
responds  with  the  axis  of  the  eye  is  of  the  operations  performed  upon  these, 
usually  regarded  as  being  more  sensible  not  one  has  been,  strictly  speaking, 
than  the  rest  of  the  membranous  ex-  successful,  although  they  have  all  been 
pansion  of  the  optic  nerve.  No  doubt  improved  in  a  trifling  degree.  The 
there  is  general  sensibilitv  over  the  external  cast,  strabismus  divcrgens,  has 
whole  of  me  retina,  by  which  we  per-  been  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  similar 
ceive  the  outline  of  a  great  number  of  cause,  and  to  be  analogous  in  nature  to 
objects ;  but  if  we  fix  the  eye  upon  the  more  common  squint,  strabismus 
any  one  object,  or  upon  any  particular  convergens  ;  but  in  many  respects  it 
part  of  an  object,  tne  image  of  each  differs  from  it  materially  both  as  re- 
separate  portion  successively  must  be  ^^ds  its  patholooy  and,  as  just  stated, 
traced  upon  that  part  of  the  retina  in  m  the  de^ee  of  success  that  attends 
the  axis  of  the  e^e.    Now,  whether  the  the  operation. 

superior   sensibility  and   aptitude    to  The  intimate  pathology  of  the  affec- 

convey  impressions  to  the   brain  be  tion  still  remains  a  mystery :  there  are 

inherent  in  this  portion  of  the  retina,  certain  facts,  howeyer,    deserving   of 

t.  e.  an  original  property  of  the  part,  or  notice,  that  throw  some  light  upon  it, 

only  the  result  of  habit  and  constant  and  at  once  point  out  that  a  remarkable 

employment,  has  been  a  matter  of  con-  difference  exists  between  the  two  dis- 

jecture*.    This  question,  however,  now  eases  in  relation  to   their  proximate 

appear  to  be  capable  of   a    decided  cause.    These  I  shall  state,  and  leave 

reply. .  The  property  is  inherent  in  the  it  to  physiologists  hereafter  to  explain 

particular  part  alluded  to.     When  a  them. 

patient  presents  himself  who  squints  A  person  affected  with  ordinary  in- 
very  much,  we  almost  invariably  find  temal  strabismus,  provided  the  eye  be 
that  his  vision  is  obscure,  and  indeed,  not  tethered  by  adventitious  adhesions, 
as  has  been  already  stated,  in  some  or  a  thickened  and  contracted  state 
cases  almost  amaurotic.  One  obvious  of  the  submuscular  structures,  can 
reason  of  this  imperfection  of  vision  is  turn  the  eyes  in  any  direction  he 
the  image  not  being  depicted  on  the  chooses,  by  an  effort  of  the  will ;  while 
most  sensitive  portion  of  the  retina ;  a  person  affected  with  external  strabis- 
since  immediately  on  the  eye-ball  being  mus  is  generally  limited  in  this  respect, 
liberated,  and  its  axis  being  made  to  He  can  direct  either  eye  outwar(&  in 
correspond  with  this  portion  of  the  looking  at  an  object  placed  at  the  side 
retina,  vision  is  improved  and  becomes  of  lum,  while  the  opposite  eye  turns 
much  clearer  as  soon  as  the  eye  re-  inwards  to  the  full  natural  extent ;  but 
covers  the  first  shock,  and  the  tempo-  he  is  incapaf>le  of  directing  both  eyes 
rary  state  of  congestion  induced  dunng  inwards  simultaneously.  Now  this  is  a 
the  performance  of  the  operation,  by  very  singular  fact.  Why,  if  he  possess 
the  forcible  efforts  of  the  patient  to  the  power  of  the  adductors  separately, 
close  the  eyelids.  Were  this  portion  of  so  as  to  make  the  axes  of  the  two  eyes, 
the  retina  not  primitively  endowed  with  when  turned  to  either  side,  correspond 
superior  visual  sensibility,  it  would  re-  in  the  fullest  extent,  should  he  not  be 
omre  some  little  time  to  educate  it  to  able  to  call  these  adductors  into  simul- 
tne  performance  of  its  new  function ;  taneous  contraction,  and  make  the  two 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  evinces  in  some  pupils  converge  ?  He  has  power,  when 
degree  its  peculiar  capacity  from  the  he  makes  this  effort,  only  over  the  un- 
first  moment  that  it  has  the  power  of  distorted  eye :  the  pupil  of  the  other 
doing  so,  though  it  afterwaros  for  se-  does  not  pass  the  centre  of  the  orbit, 
vera!  days  improves  by  practice.  It  is  evident  that  both  adductors  are 
„,  ,.  _.  ,_  ,  ,  „  .  capable  of  the  fullest  degree  of  con- 
Strabtsmus  Dtcergens  (External  Sqmnt  traction  when  they  act  in  concert  ^ith 

or  Leer.)  the  abductors  of  the  opposite  eyes  re- 

This  affection  is  of  much  less  frequent  specti vely ;  why  then  should  they  be  un- 
occurrence  than  the  ordinary  squint,  able  to  act  together?  This  is  a  curious 
— -  circumstance,  and  only  to  be  explained 

•  Walker's  FhilcpMphy  of  the  Bye,  p.  w.  by  admitting  that  the  two  adductors 
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fuLve  io8t  that  sympathetic*   powa"  power  either  local  or  general.    Hence 

which  enabled  them  to  contract  toge-  I  am  disposed  to  condade  that  the  mope 

ther ;  and  the  loss  of  which  power,  it  common  proximate  canae  of  external 

may' be  presumed,  allows  the  cxteinal  atrabismus  is  a  partially  paralytic  coOr 

rectus  of  the  faulty  side  to  turn  the  dition,   at  all  events,  ot  the  eonseo- 

globe  outwards,  and  produce  the  dis-  taneous    functions    of    the    adductor 

tortion.    But  a  circumstance  that  ren-  musdes,  by  which  the  natural  power 

ders  this  phenomenon  still  more  re-  of  the  abductor  becomes  comparatively 

markable  is,  that  such  is  precisely  the  excessive,  and  sufficient  to  draw  tfaie 

power  that  persons  possess  over  their  eye  outwards.    Another  circumstance 

eyes  who  have  had  one  or  both  ope-  that  leads  me  to  regard  loss  of  power 

rated  upon,  a  sufficient  time  having  of  some  description  in  the   adductor 

elapsed  to  admit  of  a  reunion  of  the  as  the  immediate  cause  of  this  afiec- 

divided  tendon  to  the  sclerotica :  they  tion,  is,  that  we  so  frequently  find  the 

can  then  turn  either  eye  completely  to  distorted  eye  large  in  comparison  of  its 

the  nasal  canthus,  while  its  fellow  is  fellow — a  condition  that  we  know  now 

directed  outwards,  but  they  cannot  turn  is  a  common  result  of  enfeebling  the 

both  inwards  together.  retaining  powers. 

When  a  person  who  has  had  the  When  the  external  rectus  is  cut 
muscle  of  only  one  side  divided  attempts  across,  we  do  not  find  the  eye  instantly 
to  cause  the  eves  to  converge,  his  power  to  start  into  its  proper  position  as  it 
is  limited  to  the  intact  organ.  If  the  does  when  the  internal  muscle  is  in- 
addttctor  tendons  of  both  have  been  capacitated.  The  pupil  goes  more 
separated,  then  neither  pupil  can  be  ^^adually  to  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  as 
diawn  beyond  the  centre  oi  the  orbit  in  if  it  were  not  drawn  there  by  an  active 
a  Aoruos/a/ line,  unless  vision  be  directed  force,,  but  went  there  because  the  r&- 
to  an  object  placed  at  one  side,  and  the  straining  power  no  longer  opposed  the 
internal  rectus  of  the  one  eye  act  in  movement  After  the  operation,  more- 
concert  with  the  external  muscle  of  over,  the  capabihty  of  moving  the  eyes 
the  other ;  but  both  can  be  made  to  towards  the  nasal  cantluis  by  an  effort 
incline  stiahify  inwards  and  down-  of  the  will  remains  precisely  the  same 
wards ;  this,  however,  arises  from  the  as  before :  nothing  has  been  gained  in 
contraction  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  this  respect :  the  patient  has  not  ac- 
inferior  rectus,  and  not  from  that  of  the  cjuired  the  power  of  directing  both  eyes 
adductor  muscle.  A  person  affected  inwards  simultaneously,  in  &ct,  e^ 
with  true  paralysis  of  the  adductors,  as  the  apparent  advantajge  obtained  is, 
I  have  just  ascertained  by  examination  that,  wnen  quiescent,  the  pupils  dfboth 
of  a  patient  so  afflicted,  and  already  eyes  occupy  the  visual  centre  of  their 
nlliiHtf»H  to,  has  no  power  over  that  of  respective  orbits,  instead  of  only  one 
either  side,  whether  the  effort  to  exert  dmng  so,  while  the  other  is  directed  out- 
die  muscles  be  made  conjointly,  or  in  war£.  The  appearance  ofthe  patient  in 
conjunction  with  the  abductor  with  this  respect  may  be  somewhat  improved, 
which  each  respectively  co-operates  in  but  to  counterbalance  this,  the  eye,  in 
performing  the  simultaneous  lalend  conseouence  of  its  retaining  powers  he- 
movements  of  the  eye.  ing  still  further  weakened,  is  liable  to 

The  fiict  that  complete  paralvsis  can  protrude,  and  look  more  ungainly  than 
occur  in  one  or  both  of  the  aaductors,  oefore.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  for 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  muscles  of  consideration  to  be  determined  by 
the  eye,  tends  to  throw  considerable  further  practical  experience,  whether 
light  on  the  patholoey  of  strabismus  the  division  of  the  external  rectus  is  a 
divev]^ns.  Out  of  tne  cases  I  have  measure  to  be  generally  advised  or  not, 
examined,  three  h^e  been  decidedly  of  as  likely  to  improve  either  the  sight 
this  description,  being  complicated  move  or  the  expression  ofthe  individimL 
or  leas  witn  other  s^rmptoms  of  cerebral  Of  the  precise  nature  of  the  loss  of 
disease,  and  paralytic  loss  of  muscular  power  in  the  internal  muscle  I  confess 
.  1  am  unable  to  offer  any  satisfactory 

•  I  denominate  !t  tfmpaiMie,  because  H  ia  exposifion ;  at  least  none  that  will  (EX- 

5lear  If  tlie  addueton  can  onder  any  circoin-  plain  how  this  muscle  retains  its  con- 

•f  eoDtracticm.  it  acts  m  harmony  with  the  abductor  of 
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tbe  opposite  eye,  and  ceaees  to  possess  voured  to  fonn  ah  impartial  judgment 

this  power,  when  cidled  upon  to  act  in  of  the  merits  of  the  different  methods 

conjunction  with  its  fellow.     The  third  of  its  performance.     As  the  operation 

and  the  sixth  nerre,  it  would  seem,  can  for  strahismus  is  at  present  rather  a 

act  together,  but  not  the   two  third  novel  one,  I  trust  that  the  results  of  my 

nerves.    The  sympathy  that  ought  to  experience  upon  the  subject  may  not 

subsist  between  them  is  in  abeyance,  prove  entirely  useless  or  uninteresting 

and  it  appears  to  me  that  unless  we  to  those  gentlemen  who  may  not  have 

can  restore  this,  we  are  not  very  likely  had  quite  so  wide  a  field  for  observa- 

to  gain  much  advantage  by  the  ope-  tion  as  myself.  .  „       , 

ratKin.  There  are  two  things  especially  to  be 

Finally,  let  us  suppose  a  case  of  stra-  desired  in  an  operation :  viz.  that  itshould 

bismus  divergens  proceeding  from   a  be  performed,  if  possible,  with  celerity 

contracted  condition  of  the  external  and  safety.    The  next  thing  desirable . 


results  under  such    circumstances  of    appeals  to  She  public  are  most  litely  to 
dividing  the  abductor  muscle  P    It  ap-    prove  successful ;    and  it  has  conse- 

Eears  to  me  that  we  should  in  all  prota-    Quently  been  the  one  wliich  haa  been 
ility  produce  a  most  incurable  stra-    the  most  eagerly  seized  upon  by  many 
bismus  convergens,  because  we  should    who  have  written  on  the  operation  for 
have  three  muscles  left  at  liberty  to    strabismus.    The  hook  for  .fixing  the 
contract  to  any  extent  of  which  they    eye  has  been  invested  with   "  terrors 
might  be  capable,  but  more  especially    not  its  own,"  and  its  iise  afterwards 
the  adductor ;  whereas  the  case  is  very    described  as  the  infliction  of  unneces- 
different  when  the  internal  rectus  is    sary  pain.    The  speculum  for  raising 
divided,  the  abductor  being  still  op-    the  upner  eyelid  has  been  nearly  as 
posed  by  the  two*  obliques.  much  abused  as  the  unfortunate  hook. 

i4,l.««l>.mFbcRec»tsimt.  That  the  improper  use  of  eithw  iMtru- 

Oct.  i»  1S40.  ment  may  cause  considerable  .pain  I 

_^^^___________________________    readily  admit;  but  deny  that  such  is 

the  case  if  employed  wit^  proper  care 

THE  VARIOUS  OPERATIONS  FOR      and  gentleness.     We  are  told  by  some 

STRABISMUS.  gentlemen  that  the  hook  and  speculum 

__  are  unnecessary ;  that  the  finger  of  an 

assistant  will  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oaxette.       one,  whilst  the  other  can  be  dispensed 
Sib,  with  entirely.    It  is  true  that  the  upper 

That  many  different  opinions  should    eveUd  can  be  raised  very  effectually  oy 
be  entertained  as  to  the  best  method  of    the  finger  of  a  practised  assistant ;  but 
performing  the  operation  for  strabis-    by  persons  in  general  the  lid  will  be 
mus  is  what  migtit  very  naturally  be    better  raised  by  the  speculum.    As  to 
expected ;  and  it  is  also  very  natural    the  comparative  pain  of  the  two  me- 
that  each  operator  should  have  a  pecu-    thods,  I  nave  seen  both  properly  ma- 
liar  afiection  for  any  Uttle  invention  of    naged ;  and,  on  questioning  patients  as 
his  own.    I  should  have  remained,  as    to  which  gave  them  less  uneasiness, 
hitherto,  a  silent  spectator  of  the  va-    the  finger  or  the  speculum,  the  answer 
nous  claims  to  superiority  in  the  per-    has  been  generally,  the  latter.    The 
formance  of  this  simple,  beautiful,  and    pain  caus^  by   tne  hook  has  been 
truly  scientific  operation,  had  the  dif-    neatly  exaggerated.      It  would  seem 
ferent   competitors  for  pubhc  favour    mat  some  men  delight  in  raising  ^ants 
been  content  with  the  recommendation    of  s^w,  solely  for  the  satb&ction  of 
of  their  own  plans  without  decrying    easily  knocking  them  down  afterwards, 
those  of  others,  often  most  unreasonar-    It  has  been  asserted  that  the  eye  is 
bly  as  well  .as  unjustly.    Having  no    forcibly  compressed  by  the  hook,  and 
invention  of  my  own  to  bring  forwaro,    that  considerable  injury  is  inflicted  by 
having  seen  the  operation  for  strabis-    the  instrument,     u  the  hook  be  pro- 
mus  performed  in  nearly  a  hundred    perly  made,  very  slight  pressure  is  suf- 
cases,  and  having  operated  myself  se-    ncient  to  fix  the  eye,  wi\ich  has  theq 
veral  times,  I  have  anxiously  endea-    only  to  be  drawn  gently  outwards  in 

671.— XXVII.  G 


82  ME.  WADE  QN  STRABISMUS. 

« 

the  inward  sqiiint,  without  further  com-  position  very  nearly  in  the  centre.     I 

pression.    The  hook  may  certainly,  in'  have  never  seen  a  case  of  strabismuji  in 

many  cases,  be  dispensed  with ;  but  it  w^hich  it  was  necessary  to  divide  any 

is  not  every  one  who  can  so  command  other  muscles  than  the  external  or  in- 

the  muscles  of  his  eye  as  to  be  able  to  temal  rectus,  and  cannot  help  thinking 

keep   that    orean    sufficiently    steady  that  other  muscles  have  been  often  cut 

without  it«  being  properly  fixed ;  and  unnecessarily.     It  has  been    said  by 

the  omission  of  the  use  of  the  hook  some  persons  that  the  operation  leaves 

will,  in  many  instances,  not  only  pro-  the  eye  in  a  worse  state  tnan  the  squint 

long  the  operation,  but  often  render  for  wnich  it  was  performed ;  and  that  it 

the  division   of  the  various  bands  of  becomes  disagreeably  staring  and  pro> 

adhesion    incomplete.      I  believe  the  minent.     In  my  own  cases  no  such 

employment  of  the  hook  will,  in  a  effect  has  been  produced.  I  have  atten- 

great  majority  of  cases,  by  fecilitating  tively  watched  a  great  many  of  those 

tne  operation,  be  the  means  of  saving  operated  upon  at  tne  Ophthalmic  Hos- 

the  patient  much  unnecessary  pain.    I  pital,  and  although  there  has  been,  in 

have  seen  the  operation  for  strabisnius  some  few  instances,  a  slight  degree  of 

performed  in  a  great  number  of  in-  increased  prominence  in  the  eye,  yet  it 

stances  by  Mr.  Charles    Guthrie,  at  has  never  amounted  to  deformity.     In 

tha  Westminster    Ophthalmic   Hospi-  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  the 

tal,  and  it  appears   tp   me    that  his  operation  has  been  highly  gratifying, 

method  of  performing  it  combines  sim-  and,  in  many  instances,  no  difference 

plicity  witn  neatness  and  efficiency,  was  observed  between  the  eye  operated 

In  the  generality  of  cases  the  opera-  upon  and  the  other.    With  regard  to 

tion  has  been  completed  within  a  mi-  the  number  of  little  hooks  that  have 

nute ;  but  there  have  been  instances  been  invented  for  fishing  up  the  rectus 

where  it  was  necessary  to  divide  several  muscle,  I  cannot  see  any  advantage 

bands  of  adhesion,  which,  of  course,  they  possess  over  the  instrument  used 

rendered  the    proceeding    more    pro-  by  Mr.  C.  Guthrie,  which,  by  forming 

trncted.      The  instruments    generally  at  the  same  time  a   director  for  tlie 

iiscd     by    him    are,    a   small    sharp-  bistoury,  most  certainly  facilitates  the 

pointed  bistoury,  wath  a  slight  curve ;  operation.     It   has  beeh  observed   in 

a    small     director     slightly     grooved  some  few  cases  that,  although  imme- 

upon  its  concave  surface,    and  suffi-  diately  after  the  division  of  the  internal 

ciently  curved  to  be  passed  under  the  rectus  the  patient  has  been  incapable 

muscle  with  facility ;  tne  hook  to  keep  of  directing"  the  eye  inwards,  yet,  in  a 

the  eye  steady  j  and  small  silver  spe-  few  days,  it  has  again  turned  towards 

culum.     The  incision  into  the  conjunc-  the  inner    canthus.     Notwithstanding 

tiva  is  made  by  inserting  the  point  of  this  untoward  occurrence,  it  has  been 

the  bistoury  opposite  the  lower  side  of  sometimes  found  that,  in  the  course  of 

the  tendon  of  the  rectus,  and  cutting  three  or  four  weeks,  the  eye  has  again 

u])ward8  for  a  quarter  or  three-eighths  become  quite  straight.     In  such  a  case 

of  an  inch.      The  curved  director  is  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  return  of 

then  passed  under  the  muscle,  which  is  the  squint  has  been  caused  by  eflfuscd 

divided  upwards  by  the  sharp-pointed  lymph  uniting  the  posterior  pjut  of  the 

curved  bistoury  along  its  grooved  sur-  divided  muscle  to  the  sclerotic  coat ; 

face.     If  tlTe  patient,  after  the  division  and  that  the  subsequent  return  of  the 

of  the  tendon,  be  capable  of  directing  eye  to  the  straight  position  has  cither 

his  eye  inwards  (or,  if    an   external  arisen  from  elongation  of  the  effiised 

squint,  outwards)  in  any  degree,   the  lymph,  or  from  the  slight  adhesions 

remaining    bands    of  attachment    are  having   been    broken    down    by    the 

rea<fily  caught  up  by  the  director,  and  increased  action  of  the  external  rectus 

dividM  by  the  bistoury.  muscle.    When    such   an    occurrence 

This  operation  should  never  be  con-  happens,  the  patient  should  be  made 

sidered  complete  whilst  the  eye  can  be  to  use  the  muscles  of  the  eye  which  has 

turned  at  all  inwards ;  or,  when  the  been  operated  upon  by  covering  the 

squint  is  in  the  opposite  direction,  out-  soimd  one  for  some  little  time, 
wards ;  for,  when  all  bands  of  adhesion        A  sufficient  period  of  time  has  now 

are    fairly    divided,    the    eye    usually  elapsed  since  the  operation  for  stra- 

appears  to  be  fixed  motionless  in  its  bismus  was  first  introduced  into  this 

orbit,  with  the  cornea  in  its  natural  country  to  enable  us  to  form  a  tolerably 


MR.  PHILLIPS'  CASE  OP  EXTRACTION  OP  AN  OVARIAN  CYST.      83 

• 

fkir  judgment  of  it«  success.    When  operation,  life  may  have  been  extended 

properly  and  efficiently  .performed,  that  for  months,  or  even  yeairs :  it  is  clear, 

w,  when  no  bands  of  aahesion  are  left  then,  that  under  those   circumstances 

undivided,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  the  operation  would  not  be  justifiable. 

operation  will  prove  highly  satisfactory.  U]j  to  the  present  moment  we  possess 

In  Mr.  C.  Guthrie's  pamphlet  on  stra-  neither  of  those  elements  so  necessary 

bismus,  the  results  oftwo  hundred  cases  for  a  proper  decision  in  the  case;  we 

are  stated ;  and  having  had  an  oppor-  do  not  know  whether  nature  or  art  be 

tunity  of  seeing  most  of  his  patients  most  powerful  for  good  in  a  large  num- 

some  time  after  the  operation,  I  can  bcr  of  cases.     If  such  information  be 

bear  testimony  to  the  extreme  accuracy  important  as  regards  established  opera- 

and  fairness  with  which  his  report  has  tions,  how  much  more  so  is  it  as  applied 

been  drawn  up. — I  am,  sir,  to  operations  about  which  opinion  is 

Your  obedient  servant,  divided  ?    Very  few  of  the  members  of 

Robert  Wadb.  our  profession  are  at  all  aware  of  the 

08,  Dean  Street,  Soho,  extent  6f  mortality  consequent  upon 

September  28, 1840.  Surgical  operations ;  and  until  a  83rstem 

*—  of   reporting  is   fairly  and    honestly 

EXTRACTION  OP  AN  OVARIAN  carried  out,  we  cannot   hope    to    be 

CYST.  better  informed.    An  unhappy  dispo- 
sition   seems   to   me    to   be    gaining 

By  Bknjamin  Phillips,  P.R.S.  ground,  of  publishing  only  successful 

[F&r  the  Medical  Gazette.^  cases ;  as  if  any  moral  imputation  could 

^^  attach  to  failure  in  cases  where  failures 

must  often  happen.    This  system  is  in 

Unquestionably  it  is  more  agreeable  every  respect  an  immoral  one;   and 

to  detail  the  results  of  the  successful  that  I  am  not  stating  the  case  unfairly 

than  the  unsuccessful  practice  of  our  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  takes 

profession ;  and  yet  it  is  equally  incum-  the  trouble  to  turn  over  the  pages  of  our 

bent  upon  the  practitioner  to  detail  the  weekly  metropolitan  medical  journals. 

one  and  the  other :  if  he  suppress  sue-  I  care  not  what  diseases  you  investigate, 

cessful  cases,  an  unfavourable  impres-  if  you  take  the  published  cases  as  a  fair 

sion  may  attach  to  beneficial  practice ;  statement  of  tne  results  of  treatment, 

if  he  suppress  unsuccessful  cases,  he  you  can  only  come  to  one  conclusion — 

is  guilty  of  a  serious  offence ;  he  mav  that  the  power  of  medicine  and  surgery 

be  the   culpable  instrument  througn  over  disease  is   stupendous;  that  its 

whose  agency  human  life  may  be  sacri-  failure  is  uncommon.    Take  typhoid 

ficed.    There  are  many  surgical  ope-  fever  as  an  example,  and  you  find  the 

rations  so  firmly  established  in  practice  mortality  scarcely  exceeds  a  fourth, 

that  it  may  seem  unnecessary  to  publish  whilst  if  you  take  the  honest  records 

results ;  bat  though  this  mav  be  true,  of  an  hospital,  1  care  not  what  mode 

there  is  no  operation  of  whicn  we  know  of  treatment  has  been  adopted,  and 

the  precise  risk,  and  therefore  all  that  you  will  find  the  mortality  a  full  third, 

is  exact  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished.  Take  hernia,  take  amputation,  take  the 

I  feel  strongly  the  importance  of  re-  ligature  of  arteries,  and  the  same  rea- 

cording,  on    a   large  scale,  the  risk  soning  applies.     One  source  of  this 

attendant  upon  the  performance  of  all  state  of  things  arises  out  of  a  desire 

operations.     It  is  an   element  which  men  feel  to  find  a  cause  of  death  over 

should  be  carefully  considered  before  which  they  could  not  have  had  con- 

an  operation  is  decided  on.    For  in-  trol;  and  that  is  rarely  difficult:  the 

stance,  a  large  aneurismal  tumor  may  consequence  of  this  is,  that  when  they 

exist  in  the  innominata ;  nature  may  estimate  the  results  of  treatment,  they 

cure  that  tumor;  it  has  done  so  in  exclude  all  cases  where  they  can  find 

certain  cases :  now  supposing  it  could  a  reason  for  death  independent  of  the 

be  shown  that  nature  did  so  once  in  a  operation  or  the  treatment.    This  is  a 

hundred  cases,  and  further,  that  the  dangerous  svstem,  pregnant  with  error, 

ordinary  operation  failed  ninety-nine  incapable  of  being  turned  to  good  ac- 

times  out   of    a  hundred  cases,    the  count.     It  is  better  that  we  should 

operation  promises  no  fairer  than  na-  know  in  a  given  disease  (a  certain  line 

ture,  and  if  it  fail  death  is  speedy ;  of  treatment  being  adopted)  the  whole- 

whilst,  if   treated    carefully,    without  sale  results:  so  many  died,  so  many 
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recovered.    Short  of  that  there  is  not,  general  health.    Of  these  th&  lattet  in 

to  my  mind,  any  security  as  to  the  the  only  one  that  can  be  satisfactorily 

correctness  of  our  impressions,  that  one  made  out ;  with  respect  to  the  first  and 

mode  of  treating  disease  is  better  than  second  we  cannot  go  beyond  probable 

another.    I  hope,  nay,  I  am  satisfied,  conjecture.    However,  adhesions,  and 

that  this  opinion  will  ultimately  pre-  even  the  existence  of  a  solid  portion  in 

vail.      Several  hospital  reports  have  the  tumor,  are  not  held  to  preclude  us 

been  published  wimin  the  last  year;  from  the  operation ;  because  both  have 

their  example  must  be  followed,  be-  been  successfully  surmounted, 
cause  not  only  the  public,  but  the  pro-        A.  D.,  aged  21,  had  tolerably  good 

fession,  must  be  tne  gainers  by  the  general  health  up  to  last  Christmas, 

system.  when  she  experienced  a  heavy,  but  not 

These  remarks  on  the  present  occa-  intense,  pain  in  the  right  iliac  region ; 
sion  more  particularly  reter  to  a  mode  gradually  this  subside^  and  she  then 
of  treating  ovarian  cysts  which  has  perceived  a  8lifi;ht  enlar^ment  or  tume- 
been  introduced  into  practice  within  faction  about  tne  umbihcal  region :  this 
the  last  four  years.  U  is  not  worth  continued  steadily  to  increase,  and  was 
while  to  ransack  the  archives  of  anti-  accompanied  bv  some  pain  in  the  same 
quity,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  region.  At  tnis  time  she  consulted 
attempts  have,  in  early  times,  been  Dr.  Heming,  who  directed  her  to  lose 
made  to  extract  ovarian  cysts;  for  all  some  blood  by  cupping;  and  tfie  pain 
practical  purposes  it  is  sufficient  to  was  lessened.  The  pain  was  not  at  all 
assume  that  to  Mr.  Jeafireson  belongs  severe,  and  was  occasioned,  in  all  pro- 
any  merit  which  may  attach  to  the  bability,  by  distension.  In  May,  the 
plan  of  treating  these  cysts,  by  extrac-  tumefaction  was  so  far  increasea  as  to 
tion  through  a  small  opening  in  the  have  become  apparent  externally,  and 
abdominal  parietes.  I  assume  that  all  subjected  her  to  remarks  whicn  dis- 
eases in  which  this  operation  has  been  tressed  her  a  great  deal.  Under  those 
performed  are  before  the  public.  I  circumstances  she  stated  that  in  June 
Know  only  of  eleven  cases  (for  I  ex-  she  applied  to  Mr.  Liston,  who  refeired 
elude  Mr.  King's  case,  in  whicfi  no  her  to  Dr.  Locock:  he  examined  her 
cyst  was  foun^  though  the  case  did  with  great  care,  and  told  her  that  she 
well)  in  which  the  operation  was  per-  had  an  ovarian  cyst,  which  then  con- 
formed ;  of  these,  seven  perfectly  re-  tained  probabl^^  ten  pints  of  fluid ;  that 
covered,  one  impeifeethf :  she  was  it  would  continue  to  increase,  that 
tapped  seventeen  times  afterwards ;  medicine  would  give  her  no  relief,  that 
and  three  did  not  recover :  among  tapping  would  am>rd  only  a  temporary 
these  I  include  the  following  case,  alleviation  of  sufl^ring,  and  that,  there- 
Mr.  West's  unsuccessful  case  was  a  fore,  he  would  not  advise  her  to  submit 
patient  whose  cyst  containe4  eleven  to  it;  but  that  within  the  last  four 
gallons  of  fluid :  "  her  constitution  was  years  an  operation  had  been  invented 
much  shattered,"  and  she  had  been  by  which  tne  cyst  could  be  extracted; 
repeatedly  tapped  before.  A  second  that  if  it  succeeded  her  disease  would 
case  occurred  m  Guy's  Hospital ;  but  be  radically  cured,  and  he  strongly 
here  the  operation  was  difficult,  and  advised  her  U>  undergo  that  operation, 
the  cyst  was  not  extracted :  my  own  is.  With  this  opinion  she  returned  to  Mr. 
as  far  as  I  know,  the  third  unsuccessful  Liston,  who  said  he  would  admit  her 
case ;  and  the  causes  of  its  feilure  will  into  the  North  London  Hosmtal.  To 
be  detailed  presently.  Mr.  Jeaffireson  the  hospital  she  went,  but  Dr.  Thomsoh, 
has  therefore  reason  to  felicitate  him-  the  physician  of  the  week,  believing 
self  for  having  introduced  to  the  notice  that  the  tumor  was  more  or  less  6oli<( 
of  the  profession  a  mode  of  treating  advised  that  the  operation  should  not 
ovarian  cysts,  from  which,  under  fS-  be  done,  and  she  was  not  therefore 
vourable  circumstances,  great  good  admitted.  Thus  foiled,  but  determined 
may  be  reasonably  anticipated.  if  possible  to  have  the  cyst  extracted. 

There    are    certain    circumstances  she  applied  to  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe,  who  at 

which  are  held  to  be  favourable  for  once  detected  the  nature  of  the  disease, 

the  success  of  the  operation.    A  single  and  informed  her  that  she  had  not  the 

cvst  containing  only  fluid  matter ;  uie  slightest  chance  of  having  the  tumor 

aosence  of  adhesion  to  the  abdominal  removed  by  medicine  or  tapping ;  that 

panetes ;  and  a  good  condition  of  the  her  only  hope  of  getting  ni  of  it  was 
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by  haying  it  extracted  through  the  On  Wednesday,  at  10  o'clock,  in  the 

muscles  of  the  abdomen ;  but  warned  presence    of  Drs.    Roe,    Clendinning, 

her  that  though  the  operation  was  sue-  Harrison,  Heming,  and  Boyd,  Messrs. 

cessful  in  a  majority  of  those  who  had  Sam  well,  Joseph,  Prichard,  Brown,  and 

Stthmitted  to  it,  nevertheless  tlieie  was  others,  I  performed  the  o|)eration.    The 

considerable  danger,  and  therefore  she  patient  lay  on  a  bed.    The  first  incision 

must  herself  make  choice  whether  she  commenced  about  an  inch  below  the 

would  bear  to  carry  about  the  tumor,  umbilicus,  and  extended  rather  more 

with  which  she  might  Uve  a  long  time,  tlian  an  inch  and  a  half.    It  was  ne- 

or  risk  her  liJk  to  get  rid  of  it.    He  cessary  to  give  the  cutaneous  incision 

then    very    kindly    referred    her    to  rather  more  extent  than  I  at  first  pro- 

me.    After  twice  examining  her,  satis-  posed,  because  (strange  to  say,  consi- 

fying  myself  that  there  had  been  no  dering  how  great  was  the  distension) 

peritonitis,  that  there  were  probably  there  was  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of 

no  adhesions,  that  her  distension  was  fat  upon  the   abdominal  parietes.      I 

fast  increasing,  that  she  was  daily  be-  dissected,  carefully,  until  I  came  upon 

coming  less  and  less  capable  of  getting  the  sac :   as  soon  as  I  had  sufficiently 

about,  that  her  health  was  beginning  exposed  it,  I  seized  it  with  the  vulsella 

to  suffer,  and  that  she  had  then  pro-  to  prevent  any  difficulty  of  getting  hold 

bably  fifteen  or  sixteen  pints  of  fluid  of  it  when  emptied.      It  was    Ihen 

in  the  cyst,  I  reiterated  Dr.  Locock's  punctured  with  a  trocar,  and  32K) ounces 

advice.    I  told  her  what  had  been  the  of  a  transparent,   glairy,   albuminous 

results   of   the    operation,    and  what  fluid  was  evacuated :    the  sac,  which 

were    its    dan^rs ;    I    advised    her  was  extremely  thick,  was  then  &tiwn 

iniietlv  to  consider  these  thinfifs,  and  out  through  the  opening,  which  it  was 

if,    after   having   done   so,    she  still  necessary  to  enlarge  slightly.    The  sac 

determined  to  have  the  operation  per-  had    no    other   attachment    than   its 

formed,  I  would  undertake  it,  provided,  pedicle ;   the  pedicle  was,  in  fact,  the 

upon  consultation  with  my  colleagues,  Fallopian  tube,  to  which  it  was  firmly 

they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  an  attached  over  more  than  an  inch  and  a 

ovaiian    cvst,    containing   onl^   fluid  quarter.    Around  this  tube  a  ligature 

matter.    She  took  very  uttle  time  to  was  tightly  drawn  by  Mr.  Sam  well ;  the 

deliberate,  but  from  various  circum-  ends  were  cut  close,  and  the  sac  was 

stances  she  was  not  seen  bynwcol-  detachedwithout  the  slightest  difficulty, 

leagues  for  ar month  :  the  result  of  their  Not  an  ounce  of  blood  was  lost  during 

examination  was,  that  the  disease  was  the  whole  operation  ;   and  when  it  is 

an  ovarian  cyst  containinj?  fluid,  and  stated  that  her  heart's  action. had  not 

that  it  was  probably  not  adherent.  been  accelerated  to  the  extent  of  two 

On  Monday,  September  Zt  her  mo-  pulsations  during  the  operation,  and 

ther  called  on  me,  and  it  was  arranged  that,  at  the  conclusion,  Uie  pulse  did 

that  she  should  come  into  the  Infir*  not  exceed  68,  it  must  be  evident  that 

mary  on  the  succeeding  evening,  and  the  suffering  was  not  great    The  ex- 

that  the  operation  shouM  be  permrmed  temal  wound  was  accurately  brought 

on  Wednesday  morning.    The  mother  together   with   hare-lip   needles,  and 

asked  me  whether  she  should  take  any  there  was  no  oozing  of  blood.    From 

medicine  before  her  admission.    I  in-  the  moment  of  the  operation  there  was 

quired  into  the  state  of  the  bowels,  and  severe  pain  in  the  right  iliac  fossa, 

was  informed  that  they  were  confined,  which  I  referred  to  the  strangulation  of 

and  that  she  was  constantly  obUged  to  the  tube  by  the  ligature ;  there  was  also 

take  some  rhubarb  to  induce  a  suffi-  frequent  sickness.    To  relieve  this  pain, 

cient  action.     I  then  told  her  that  she  in  an  hour  after  the  operation  an  opiate 

had  better  take  on  the  following  mom-  enema  was  administered ;  it  produced 

ing  a  small  dose  of  the  medicine,  so  as  little  relief,  and  in  two  hours  auerwards 

to  gently  open  the  bowels.     On  Tues«  a  draught,  containing  thirty  minims  of 

day  evening  she  was  admitted  into  the  the  bimeconnate  of  morphia  was  exhi- 

Infirmary.    At  ten  o'clock  I  saw  her ;  bited :  still  the  pain  distressed  her,  and 

asked  her  whether  the  bowels  had  acted  in  two  hours  more  a  pill  containing 

properly,  and  was  assured  that  they  had.  half  a  grain  of  tfie  chloride  of  morphia 

She  was  in  good  spirits,  and  expressed  was  administered,  and  late  in  the  even- 

a  hope  that  1  would  not  delay  the  ope-  ing  another  enema,  containing  forty-five 

ration  beyond  the  following  morning.  drops  of  the  hquor  opii  sedat.,  was- 


M      MR.  PHILLIPS'  CASE  OF  EXTHACTION  OF  AN  OVARIAN  CYST. 


thrown  np,  and  a  dranffht,  containing  12  leeches ;    Opiate  ftippoflftory;  Bdr. 
tinct.  digital,  mx. ;  acioi  hydrocyanic.  Aromat. ;  P.  Kino  Comp.  aa.  gr.  t. 
mij.;  morphiee  chlor.  gr.  l-3d,  ordered  10  p.m. — ^Morphis  Chlor.  gr.  L 
to  be  taken  every  four  hours.    During  Saturday  morning,  8  o'clock. — Slept 
the  evening,  when  vomiting  superveneo,  from  fb  till  3^  when  she  awoke ;  more 
there  was  an  oozing  of  blood  from  the  liquid  stools  ;  was  seen  by  the  resident 
wound,  but  to  no  great  extent.      It  physician,  Dr.  Boyd,  who  ordered  an 
was  not  easy  to  account  for  it,  because  opiate  enema,  and  Pulv.  Arom.  and 
no  vessel  was    wounded   during   the  Pulv.  Kino,  aa.  gr.v. :  has  scarcely  any 
operation.    The  only  point  upon  which  tenderness;  abdomen  soft.  Cholera-like 
suspicion  lay  was  the  ligature  aroimd  symptoms    persist   at  12  a.ii.,   when 
the  Fallopian  tube ;   but  as  there  was  she  was  ordered  to  take  Cupri  Sulpbat. 
no  evidence  of  blood  being  poured  out  gr.  l-3d,  omni  hora:  this  was  rejected, 
into  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  suspicion  and  Plumbi   Superacet  gr.  iij.      £x 
seemed  vague.  Paparv.  gr.  ij.  substituted.    These  were 
Evening,  12  o'clock. — ^The  pain  was  not  rejected,  but  the^  did  not  lessen  the 
still  considerable,  but  mainly  referred  stools,  which  were  like  rice  water,  and 
to  the  right  iliac  rcKion ;   the  ^neral  incessant.      Through    the    whole    of 
tenderness  was  slight ;    the    sickness  Saturday   these    symptoms  continued, 
occasional.    The  pulse  had  materially  without  peritoneal  tenderness,  or  any 
increased  in  frecjuency,  and  the  skin  approach  to  a  peritoneal  countenance, 
was  hotter :   believing  that  there  was  but  with  incessant  vomiting,  the  ex- 
reason  to  apprehend  local  peritonitis,  I  tremities  becoming  blue,  but  with  the 
ordered  mind  intact ;    they  persisted,  without 
R  Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  iy. ;   Opu,  gr.  ts.  remission,  until  five  o'clock  on  Sunday 
2ndis  boris.      Enema  Tereb.   itatim.  afternoon,  when  she  died. 
Hirudinet  zz.  abdom.  She  was  examined  on  Monday  (at 
Thursday  morning,  8  o'clock.— Pain  2  o'clock)  in  presence  of  Dn.  Clen- 
in  iliac  region  relieved  by  leeches,  but  dinmng,   Harrison,  Lee,  and  others : 
complains  of    \yain   in  the    umbilical  fl^e  abdomen  was  soft  and  flat^jthe 
region;   tenderness  on  pressiure  consi-  incised  point  was  nearly  healed.    When 
dcrable ;    no  tympanitis  ;  nausea  still  the  cavity  was  exposed,  a  diffused  in- 
continucHj     countenance    very    good,  jection  was  •  apparent,  but,  wi^    the 
iiuUc  94;  heat  of  skin  moderate;  bowels  exception  of   some  small  patches   of 
not  opened.  lymph,  none  of  the  ordinary  products 
Ordered  tii  intermit  Calomel  and  Opium;  of  peritonitis  existed.     In  the  aivity 
to  rub  in  Ung.    Hydrarg.    Jj.    3tiia  from  six  to  eight  ounces  of  blood  was 
horia ;  to  apply  12  leeches  to  the  urn-  found ;  it  contained  a  few  coagula,  but 
biiical  region  ^^  ^^  °^"^  ^^  colour.    Upon  exanuning 
12  o-clock—Bowcla  still  confined.  *}»«  Fallopian  tube  the  ligature  >ia8 
^  .     J  n    ^,  ,  ^                .      ^     .  .  found  m  its  place  ;  but  it  was  evident 
Ordered  Ex.  Col.  Comp.  gr.  ij. ;  Capna,  ^hat,  from  its  hypertrophied  condition, 
gr.    aa.    omm  bora ;     12  lecchea    to  j^  resisted  the  necessary  constriction, 
ep^9U^.  where  aha  complamed  of  /^Ithough  Mr.  Samwell  had  used  much 
_   .  ,    ,      '     .           ,    ,    .  ,        ,  rorce)    and  the  extravasation  was   a 

7  o'clock.— Pain  much  abated ;  pulse  consequence  of  oozing  from  the  cx- 
iOO ;  bowels  stiU  confined.  tremity  of   the  tube.      That   oozing, 

Ordered  Mag.  Solpb.  5j. ;    Acid.  Hydro-  however,  had  long  ceased;    for  nature 

cyanic,  niij. ;    Tinct.  Digital,  itlxij, ;  had  blocked    up    the    vessels.       The 

Inf.  Rhsad.  Comp.  jBa. ;  omni  bora.  opposite  ovary  w^as  not  healthy.     Upon 

Friday,  8  a.m. — Bowels  acted  well,  laying   open  the  large  intestines  we 

three  times,  during  the  night ;   nausea  found  them  covered  with  an  exudation 

lessened;  vain  much  relieved ;  counte-  such  as  is  found  in  croup — a  false 

nance  good ;  pulse  % ;  abdomen  soft.  membrane  :  when  this  was  torn  off  with 

2  o'clock. — Can  bear  pressure;  has  a   forceps,    the   membrane    presented 

just  had  a  liquid  stool.  what  the  French  pathologists  term  an 

8  o'clock,  P.M. — Has  had  four  liquid  ero«ton,  which  was,  no  doubt,  the  corn- 
stools  ;  countenance  good ;   complains  mencement  of  extensive  ulceration,  and 
of    pain — probably,    from  its  moving  which  was  clearly  of  some  standing, 
about,  tormina ;  however,  1  thought  it  When  the  dejections  became  frequent, 
safer  to  order —  the  mother  of  the  patient  informed  me 
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that  her  bowels  were  "  very  delicate  j"  intense :  in  the  other  case,  the  spleen 
that  she  had  forgotten  to  say  any  thing  was  ruptured  by  a  fall :  immediate 
about  the  rhubarb  on  the  morning  of  agonizing  pain  w^as  developed  all  over 
Tuesday ;  that  she  recollected  it  in  the  the  abdomen  :  about  six  ounces  of 
aftemooui  when  her  daughter  came  in ;  blood  were  found  in  the  peritoneal  ca- 
that  the  daughter  said,  *'  It  is  lucky,  vity.  In  opposition  to  this  opinion, 
mother,  that  you  did  forget  it,  for  I  I  know  that  Mr.  Gulliver  has  injected 
have  been  twenty  times  to-oay ;  but  do  blood  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  with- 
not  say  any  thing  to  Mr.  Phillips  about  out  excitinginflammation,  or  apparently 
it,  or  he  will  put  off  the  operation."  pain.  In  our  case  the  li^ture  had  ex- 
Although  extraction  did  not  succeed  cited  no  peritonitis ;  the  blood  had,  but 
in  the  case  of  this  youne^  woman,  it  did  it  was  not  intense,  thougH  diffused ; 
not,  in  my  opinion,  fail  from  any  vice  the  early  and  energetic  treatment  em- 
inherent  in  the  operation.  I  say,  with-  ployed  had  prevented  its  further  deve- 
out  hesitation,  that  her  death  was  lopment,  had  induced  it  to  enter  upon 
caused  by  the  state  of  her  bowels,  and  a  retrograde  course :  this,  I  submit,  is 
with  that  I  apprehend  the  operation  proved  by  the  great  abatement  of  pain, 
had  nothing  to  do.  I  say,  with  equal  the  lesser  frequency  of  the  pulse,  die 
confidence,  that  had  this  complication  relief  of  the  sickness,  the  absence  of 
not  supervened,  there  is  great  reason  tympanitis,  the  abihty  to  lie  perfectly 
for  supposing  that  the  operation  would  straight  without  inconvenience,  the 
have  sutceeded.  Up  to  the  moment  character  ofthefcice,and  the  occurrence 
when  that  cholera-form  affection  was  of  three  good  stools.  The  blood  had 
developed,  56  hours  after  the  operation,  ceased  to  ooze  ;  the  inflammation  pro- 
the  prospect  was  most  cheenng ;  the  duced  by  that  which  was  extra vasated 
abdominal  tenderness  was  greatly  was  fast  abating,  and  the  ligature  had 
abated,  the  pulse  had  been  reduced  to  not  proved  itself  apt  to  excite  perito- 
92,  and  those  who  had  at  first  no  con-  neal  inflammation  at  all.  I  say,  then, 
fidence  in  the  operation,  now  became  that  so  far  as  the  operation  is  con- 
sanguine of  a  successful  result.  The  cemed,  it  afforded,  in  tne  present  case, 
dangers  of  the  operation,  which  I  had  a  fair  and  probable  cause  to  beUeve 
anticipated,  were  difficulty  of  getting  that  it  would  have  succeeded,  if  we  had 
at  or  extracting  the  cyst,  the  shock  of  not  h&d  to  contend  with  the  supervening 
the  operation,  and  peritonitis.     In  the  affection. 

pr^ent  case  no  difficulty  was  expe-  My  confidence  in  the  operation, when, 
rienced  as  re^rds  the  first  two  points;  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  tliere  are 
and  I  am  fully  justified  in  saying,  that  no  adhesions,  and  that  the  patient's 
the  degree  of  peritonitis  was  by  no  health  is  satisfactory,  is  greater  than 
means  incompatible  with  recovery,  when  I  undertook  it  in  the  present 
Acute  pain  followed  immediately  upon  case ;  and  when  we  take  into  account 
the  operation,  and  continued  for  many  the  results  of  medicine,  of  tapping,  or . 
hours :  for  some  time  it  was  a  good  of  the  disease  left  to  itself,  I  tnink  no 
deal  confined  to  the  right  iliac  fossa,  one  can  doubt  that  an  operation  which, 
the  seat  of  the  Ugature,  and  I  was  .  under  adverse  circumstances,  has  suc- 
disposed  to  refer  ^t  to  the  constriction  ceeded  nine  times  out  of  twelve  cases, 
of  the  ligature ;  but  I  am  now  inclined  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  before  compli- 
to  think  that  it  was  not  produced  by  cations  or  counter-indications  are  de- 
that,  but  was  excited  by  the  blood  veloped.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  have 
which  exuded  from  the  cut  surface  of  recourse  to  the  hgature  of  large  arteries, 
the  tube  :  it  was  at  first  developed  at  and  to  regard  it  as  a  justifisLole  opera- 
that  point,  but  as  the  blood  was  spread  tion,  though  the  results  are  much  less 
over  a  larger  surface  of  the  peritoneum,  favourable;  we  do  not  object  to  per- 
the  pain  was  also  spread  farther.  I  form  amputation  of  the  thigh,  although 
say  1  am  disposed  to  adopt  this  conclu-  nearly  two  out  of  five  die ;  and  why 
sion,  though  I  may  have  no  sufficiently  should  we  regard  an  operation  exhibit- 
satisfactory  proof  that  blood  in  contact  ing  such  a  result  as  is  presented  by  the 
with  the  peritoneum  will  at  once  excite  operation  of  extraction  of  an  ovarian 
severe  pam.  I  have  only  two  cases  to  cyst  with  disfavour  ?  Simply  because 
adduce  in  proof  of  such  an  efiect :— one  it  looks  formidable,  and  because  it  is 
was  an  aneurismal  tumor,  which  had  new.  But  it  may  be  said  the  difficult 
burst  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum;  ties  are  frequent,  adhesions  almost  al- 
the  pain  was  immediately  dreadfully  ways  occur,  and  they  must  materially 
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lessen  the  chances  of  success.  I  know  surgeon*  and  lastly  by  the  Burgeon 
Br.  Seymour  has  stated  that  these  ad-  himself.  Add  to  tnis,  that  irritating 
hesions  exist  in  99  cases  out  of  every  injections  and  drastic  purgatives  are 
100.  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  ouen  given,  and  how  can  we  conceive 
contradict  the  correctness  of  this  asser-  it  to  be  possible  that  the  patient  should 
tion,  because  my  opportunities  of  exa-  escape  scatheless  ?  The  result  of  this 
mining  these  sacs  after  death  amount  practice  might  be  anticipated.  In  the 
only  to  nine  cases :  in  several  of  these  nospitals  of  Paris  it  is  estimated  that 
the  patient  had  been  tapped,  but  in  not  halt  of  the  patients  who  are  operated 
one  of  them  did  the  cyst  adhere,  except  on  for  herma  die ;  in  London  I  believe 
by  ita  peduncle,  whose  extent  was  the  results  to  be  little  more  ^vouraLIe. 
variable,  though  never  great.  In  twelve  I  believe,  when  done  at  a  proper  time, 
instances  the  results  of  the  operation  of  the  operation  for  hernia  is  a  very  sue- 
extraction  are  recorded ;  of  these  there  cessfm  one,  though  I  do  not  go  so  for 
were  adhesions  in  four  cases,  and  in  as  Pott, .  who  maintained  that,  when 
two  of  them  the  patient  had  been  undertaken  at  a  proper  time,  there  will 
tapped ;  but  in  neither  of  those  cases  not  be  more  than  one  death  in  fifly. 
ma  the  aeUiesions  constitute  a  serious  If  after  the  operation  for  hernia,  the 
obstacle  to  the  removal  of  the  cvst.'  It  ^t  not  being  too  much  diseased,  and 
may  be  said  that  another  difficulty  may  .  tne  peritoneum  not  being  inflamed,  the 
be  experienced,  by  the  presence  of  mortality  consequent  upon  the  dex^- 
more  tiian  one  cyst,  and  the  occurrence  lopment  of  peritonitis  be  three  times  as 
of  a  considerable  Quantity  of  solid  great  as  Pott  believed  it  to  be,  still  it 
matter.  That  more  tnan  one  cyst  may  would  constitute  a  very  small  mortality ; 
exist  in  the  same  tumor  at  the  same  and  if  we  say  that,  in  the  operation  we 
lime  cannot  be  denied ;  but  although  it  are  considering,  the  chances  of  perito- 
may  be,  it  rarely  is  presented ;  and  nitis  were  four  times  greater  than  in 
there  can  be  no  oifficulty  in  introduc-  hernia,  still  it  is  clear  that  we  ought 
ing  the  trocar  into  the  second  cyst,  if  not  to  hesitate,  when  the  patient's  con- 
it  be  found  to  constitute  an  obstacle  to  dition  is  fevourable,  to  perform  the 
extraction.  As  to  the  coexistence  of  a  operation  of  extraction  of  the  cysL 
large  cyst  and  a  solid  tumor,  I  do  not  wimpole  Street,  Oct.  mS40l 
deny  that  it  may  happen,  but  I  do  ,                 _ 

maintain  It  to  be  a  rare  exception ;  and  ^  .  •     ^  . '     " 

if  that  rare  and  exceptional  case  is  pre-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE, 

sent«i,  the  practitioner  should  be  pre^  ^^^^  ^^  j     g  Ig^ 

pared  to  meet  it    In  my  apprehension  x-rKKiy,  w<.ic/»c7  «/,  *orn/. 

Mie   occurrence  of  pentonitis    is  the  """^ 

danger ;  but  that  is  a  danger  which  we  ^  "^*5?*  ?»»«»".'  ""* il'*"  «!«.  d^nitjto. 

do  not  regard  in  the  same  hffht  m  other  «„kh*^«  ^*  Ai^Ai^^^n.\«^  ^-  *.^^  >• 


pabUcmn  tit,  diceadi  peiiculum  Qon  recoeo.' 


cases.    The  opening  into  the  abdomen  '  Cickbo. 

is  not  much  lareer  than  that  which  is  

made  in  cases  of  nemia.   But  it  may  be  THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS. 

said  peritonitis  very  commonly  follows  •^,,.        ^v^xi._ui  v        « 

that  Operation.    In  my  opinion  it  more  ^^  ^^^^ve  that  the  whole  number  of 

frequently  precedes  it;  the  symptoms  medical  pupils  who  have  this  session 

commonly  presented  warrant   me   in  entered  at  the  Metropolitan  Schools  is 

coming  to  that  conclusion.    But  .recol-  considerably  less  than  it  has  been  for 
lect,  m  the  one  case  we  have  at  the  "     .      .         j     i  v  *    i 

time  of  operation  (for  we  can  choose  «>"^«  Y'^  f^^    ^  S™^"*^  ^  ^l^'' 

our  time)  a  comparatively  healthy  ab-  decrease  has  been  observed  for  several 

dominal  cavity ;  m  the  other  we  have  sessions,  as  the  result  of  which  we  have 

a  ereatly  injured  intestine,  and  a  pro-  noticed   the  closing  of  some  of  the 

ba^ly  inflamed  Fentx)neum.     I  beheve,  gn^aller  schools  i  but  this  year  the  dimi- 

in  the  present  day,  the  operation  for  »"****«*^  "^"w«  j  muw  mud  j«u  i^uc  uiuu 

hernia  has  such  unfavourable  results,  nutionofthenumberof  students  is  more 

because  we  wait  too  long — until,  in  &ct,  considerable,  though  the  loss,  having 

peritonitis  is  developed ;  that  we  too  fejien  in  nearly  equal  proportions  on 

energeticaUy  manipulate  the  part :  this  ^  ^      j     j    ^        materially  felt  by 

is  first  done  before  a  patient  is  admitted  "***  "^  ovuww., »  »v<,  iii»««;«»u;r  «»i.  uy 

into  an    hospital,    then  by  a  house-  any  of  them, 
surgeon,  then  perhaps  by  an  assistant-        Many  circuinstances  may  be  assigned 


n$  the  cfiiiscfi  of  this  change.  The  the  decrease  of  London  students  has  a 
alterations  made  i^  the  scheme  of  eda-  much  deeper  origin,  and  that  it  ^  only 
cation  required  hj  the  Apothecaries'  fi  sign,  though  the  hest  that  can  he 
Company  a  few  years  since,  and  the  affi>rded,  that  the  whole  number  of 
fears  that  other  changes  would  soon  persons  entering  the  profession  of  me- 
follow,  of  which  the  tendency  would  be  dicine  is  annually  becoming  less.  That 
to  render  the  attainment  of  the  Ucense  this  is  the  case  is  strongly  confirmed  hy 
still  n^ore  tedious  and  difficult,  might  the  reports  which  axe  constantly  re- 
induce  some  students  to  repair  very  oeived  from  the  provinces  of  the  diffl- 
early,  not  to  say  prematurely,  to  culties  whiidi  practitioners  find  in 
London,  that  they  might  be  secured  ohtaining  apprentices  even  at  reduced 
from  the  effects  of  alterations  made  preminmSv  Mud  by  the  consequent  de- 
aubsequently  to  the  date  of  their  maud  for  assistaata.  Bdnreen  ten  and 
l^ntran^to  lectures.  Thus,  while  there  twenty  years  ago  every  surgeon  in  the 
would  be  an  excess  in  the  pupils  of  country  who  enjoyed  a  moderalely  ex- 
those  years,  there  might  be  expected  a  tensive  {vractice  had  his  one  or  nunc 
compairative  defideney  of  those  of  the  apprentices,  hy  whom  all  the  dispensing 
present  And  in  the  same  manner  the  and  minor  viaiting^  was  performed,  anod 
unsettled  state  of  the  regulations  of  the  who,  for  tbe  advantages  of  these,  and  a 
College  of  Surgeons  may  be  supposed  certain  amount  of  medical  instamctioii^ 
to  have  exerted  a  similar  influence ;  or,  pidd  a  handsome  premium.  Now, 
still  more,  their  late  arrangement,  hy  surgeons  can  often  get  no  apprentices 
which  candidates  for  the  diploma  are  at  all  on  such  terms,  and  must  be 
not  required  to  have  received  any  part  content  either  tP  do  all  their  work 
of  their  medical  education  in  London,  themselves,  or  to  take  an  apprentice 
may  be  believed  to  haye  already  ope-  whose  money-premium  is  merely  no- 
rated  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  London  minal,  and  who  actually  pays  by  his 
Schools.  It  may  he  that  each  of  these  services  alone,  or  they  must  (as  the 
circumstances  has  had  some  influence  i  large  majority  doi)  take  an  assiBtant, 
hut  we  are  assured  that  the  falling  ofl^  f6r  whoae  services  they  thonselves  have 
not  only  in  this,  hut  in  several  past  to  pay. 

years,  is  greater  than  can  he  accounted       The  number  of  well-educated  mem- 

fbr  hy  any  or  all  of  thenu    The  influ-«  hers  of  our  profession— gentlemen  by 

ence  of  the  two  first  of  them  would,  hirth  and  hy  attainments — ^whoarenow 

indeed,  necessarily  have  decreased  in  compelled  thus  to  earn  their  mainteN 

the  last  two  years,  and  that  of  the  last  nance  as  assistants,  is,  indeed,  truly 

of  them  would  scarcely  yet  be  felt  $  for  batentable.    We  can  almost  remember 

there  is  at  present  so  strong  an  opinion  the  time  when  no  such  class  existed, 

(whether  well-founded  or  not)  of  the  The  Apothecaries'  Assistant  of  the  Bill 

advantage  of  attending   the   London  of  1815  was  a  person  of  altogether  a 

Schools  and  Hospitals,;  that  none  will  different  caste,  educated  in.  an  inferior 

yet  be  inclined  to  forego  them,  except  mannen,  and  not  licensed  to  practise 

those  who,  if  the  above-mentioned  re-  fior  himself,  holding  an  intermediate 

gulation  had  not  been  made  by  the  rank  between  the   regularly  licensed 

College  of  Surgeons,  would  have  edu-  apothecary  and  the  druggist.    In  the 

cated  themselves  for  the  Apothecaries'  present  day,  unhappily,.the  pUce  of  the 

ilall  in  the  country,  and  would  not  Apothecaries'  assistant  is  too  often  oc- 

h^ve  taken  t^ie  diploma  of  the  College  cupiqd  by  the  apothecary  himself;  hy 

at  all.  one  well  calculated  to  undertake  all 

Wt  fe^l  assured  that  the  cause  of  the  charge  of  the  practice,  of  which 
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he  is  compelled  to  do  only  the  ii^erior  its  own  cure.  That  it  will  do  so  cannot 

work.  be  doubted;   the  supply  of  medical 

From  all  this,  as  well  as  from  many  practitioners,  as  of  everything  that  is 
other  circumstances  to  which  we  have  required  for  the  pubtic  service,  must  be 
often  called  attention,  it  is  evident  that  guided,  or  rather  must  guide  itself, 
the  number  of  medical  practitioners  is,  according  to  the  demand  made  for 
at  the  present  time,  too  great  for  each  them ;  and  of  this  demand  the  measure 
of  them  to  be  adeqnately  remunerated,  may  always  be  ascertained  by  the 
The  number  of  persons  entering  the  degree  in  which  each  is  remunerated, 
profession  will  always  be  determined  by  The  present  excess  has  resulted  from 
the  probability  which  their  parents  or  numerous  causes  in  combination.  The 
guardians  can  see  that  money  will  be  cessation  of  the  war  not  only  imme- 
well  invested  in  medical  education,  diately  added  largely  to  the  number  of 
Now  the  tendency  of  late  years  has  practitioners  resident  in  the  kingdom, 
been  (very  properly)  to  raise  the  but  by  cutting  off  the  anticipated 
standard  of  professional  knowledge;  source  for  the  employment  of  a  still 
but  this  could  not  be  effected  without  larger  number,  who  were  then  pupils, 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  nearly  the  compelled  them  also  to.  seek  for  prac* 
same  proportion,  adding  to  the  expense  tice  in  some  other  field  than  that  to 
of  attaining  it ;  and  unfortunately,  which  they  had  destined  themselves, 
there  has  appeared  no  promise  of  in-  The  army  and  navy  have  since  been 
creased  remuneration  to  compensate  comparatively  closed  to  the  profession ; 
for  this  increased  outlay.  When  the  number  of  surgeons  required  for 
parents  see  those  who  are  fit  to  be  the  service  of  either  has  borne  no  pro- 
practitioners  leading  the  weary  life  portion  to  the  number  that  could,  ynth 
of  assistants,  always  ill  paid,  and  profit  to  all,  have  been  supplied.  The 
often  utterly  unable,  to  find  an  oppor-  new  colonies  again,  to  w^hich  such 
tunity  for  such  an  exertion  of  their  multitudes  of  all  occupations  are  an> 
energies  as  might  lead  to  an  improve-  nually  flocking,  and  by  which  so  many 
ment  in  their  condition,  no  wonder  if  of  the  various  trades  in  the  mother 
they  hesitate  to  expose  their  sons  to  country  are  relieved  of  their  super- 
the  risk  of  such  a  fate,  and  instead  of  abundant  supply  of  hands,  are  of 
committing  them  to  the  chances  of  comparatively  little  advantage  to  the 
medicine,  send  them  to  the  less  ex-  members  of  our  own,  and  the  other 
haustible  sources  of  profit  in  other  pro-  professions ;  for  at  present  the  wide  ex- 
fessions,  or  for  the  certain  remuneration  tent  of  country  over  which  the  settlers 
of  industry  and  talent  which  is  promised  are  scattered,  and  the  insufllcient  remu- 
in  almost  every  branch  of  commerce.  neration  that  they  can  offer,  render  it 

The  decrease  of  students  in  London,  barely  possible  for  any  considerable 
then,  is  only  another  proof  of  the  fact  number  of  medical  men  to  obtain  a  pro- 
that  the  profession  is  already,  and  has  fitable  practice ;  and  hence  the  greater 
been  for  some  years,  overstocked,  by  number  of  those  whom  we  have  known 
showing  that  medical  education  is  no  going  out  to  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
longer  considered  by  the  respectable  and  other  parts,  have  contemplated  re- 
part  of  the  pubhc  a  good  investment  signing  their  profession  (except  for 
for  their  money.  It  is  the  misfortune  domestic  purposes),  and  engaging  in 
of  both  the  practitioners  and  teachers  some  of  the  staple  trades  of  the  colony.* 
of  this  generation  that  they  have  Again,  and  which  is  perhaps  of  yet 
fallen  on  the  days  when  the  evil  has  so  more  influence,  the  druggists,  whose 
accumulated  as  to  have  begun  to  work  numbers  have  of  late  years  increased 


MR.  WARBURTON'6  REFORM  BILL.  91 

8o  greatly,  axe  now,  almost  to  a  man,  of  Mr.  Warburton  and  his  organs  of 

medical  practitioners,  and  occupying  legislation  has  been  correct  throiigh- 

almost  precisely  the  situation  which  out      From   the    beginning,    as    the 

was    filled   by    the    majority  of   the  pages  of  this  journal  show,  we  scouted 

apothecaries  anterior  to  the  year  1815.  the  idea  of  his  ever  doing    any  thing 

They  engross  the  greater  portion  of  that  would   proye  satisfactory  to  the 

what,  though  it  is  called  small  prac-  profession;   and  while  certain  of  our 

tice,  has  always  produced  large  profits,  contemporaries,     who     have    now    at 

Add   to  this,    the  amount  which  is  length  thrown  him  overboard,    were 

annually  expended  in  the  constantly  lauding  him  to  the  echo,  we,  and  for 

increasing  dispensaries  (of    which  it  a  long  period  we  alone,  denounced  his 

may  be  fairly  calculated  that  at  least  proceedings,  and  ridiculed  the  idea  of 

three-fourths   was  'formerly   paid   to  his  having  either  the  will  or  the  talent 

medical  practitioners),  and  some  idea  to  benefitthe  members  of  ourprofession. 

may  be  formed  of  the  decrease  of  the  Well,  after  a  most  memorable  Parlia- 

profits  which  our  profession  has  suf-  mentary  Committee — after  an. immense 

fared.  expense  and  great  delay — after  expecta- 

It  may  be,  as  we  have  said,  a  conso-  tions  often  raised,  and  hopes  as  often 

lation  to  the  present  race  of  practi-  deferred,  at  length,  just  at  the  close  of 

tioners  to  know  that  the  evil  is  now  last  session,  a  bill  was  actually  intrb- 

curing  itself^  and  to  be  able,  by  the  duced — ^too  late,   indeed,  to  do  more 

evidence  of  the  decreasing  number  of  than  just  secure  its  being  ushered  into 

students,  to  assure  themselves  that  at  the  world — ^under  the  auspices  of  Mr, 

least  the  younger  members  may  expect  Warburton,    Mr.    Wakley,    and   Mr. 

to  see  better  days.    The  medical  pro-  Hawes.     Such  was  the  eagerness  to 

fession  must  always  be  sufficient  to  forward  it,    that  the    ordinary  forms 

give  its  members  a  certain  rank  in  so-  were  overstepped,  to  secure  the  speedy 

ciety ;  in  short,  to  make  those  of  them,  delivery  of  the  progeny  wliich    had 

whose  conduct  does  not  neutralize  its  been  so  many  years  in  the  incubation, 

benefits,  gentlemen.    It  cannot,  there-  And  such  a  progeny — such  a  crude, 

fore,  ever  cease  to  be  a  desirable  profes-  deformed,  ill-favoured  abortipn,  at  the 

sion  for  those  whose  means  are  sufii«  end  of  seven  years'  gestation,  that  all 

cient  to  enable  them  to  live  for  a  time  who  have  looked  upon  it,  friends  and 

with  but  small  remuneradon  for  their  foes  alike,  unite  in  their  expressions  of 

educational  expenditure.  The  increased  abhorrence.     A  pretty  specimen,  as- 

expense  of  education,  and  the  smaller  suredly,  of  liberal  legislation,  for  an 

profits  of  practice,  therefore,  will  have  honourable  profession  to  have  laymen 

less  influence  than  might  be  expected  to  control   them  in   their   governing 

on  those  whose  association  will  be  the  body,  and  the  minister  of  the  day  to 

most  honourable  to  the  profession :  and  regulate  and  supervise  the  expenditure 

that  this  is  the  case  is  proved  by  that  of  their  funds !    The  plan  altogether  is 

which  we  have    long   observed,  and  more   preposterous   and    absurd  than 

which    the    public    are   now    readily  those  who  have  not  studied  it  can  ima- 

acknowledging — we  mean  the  remark-  gine,  and  it  might  be  very  truly  desig- 

able  superiority  of  the  medical  students  nated,  "  A  bill  to  incoinmode,  degrade, 

of  late,  over  those  of  former  years.  and  oppress  the   regular  members  of 

the  medical  profession,  and  give  sup- 

MR.  WARBURTON'S  BILL.  port  and  encouragement  to  quackery." 

Our  readers  will,  we  doubt  not,  do  us  And  this  comes  at  last  of  all  Mr.  War- 

the  justice  to  admit,  that  our  estimate  burton's  labours,  and  cogitations,  and 
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procrastinations.    Never  was  the  hack-  ^ouW  surpass  in  tyrannical  foUy  anr 

neyed  quotation,  "  parturiunt  montes/'  modem  specimen  of  legislation  with 

&c.  more  entirely  applicable,  if  we  re-  ^hich  it  is  onr  lot  to  be  acquainted. 

gard  tfce  value  of  the  produce ;  though,    

if  we  i^ckon  the  quantity  of  foolscap, 
the  estimate  must  he  something  dif- 
ferent. By  W.  Davidson,  M.D., 

As    we    have    said,   all   parties    are  One  of  the  Pbysicians  to  the  Qlautgow  Boyid 

„       ,.         ,    ,       .,,     .^                 ,-  Infirmary,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica. 

equally  disgusted  with  it—even   Mr.  

Wakky,  who  lent  his  name  to  the  bill,  diabbtbs  ubllitus. 

which  he  is  now  most  anxious  to  assure  fodic  Acid  aa  a  Test  qf  Uric  Acid,    Exdi- 

us  he  had  never  ^  afirighted  by  ^f^T^^^^^M  M^^^'/'i^i 
the  shout  of  indignation  with  which  variotu  Secrclitmt,  Treaimmi,  Appa- 
ll has  been  received,  has  thrown  his  renl  bme/U /rom  ike  Nitrate  qf  Siher. 

friend    overboard,    and    now    eagerly  Hxnrt  M'Ewan,  admitted  on  the  21  at  of 

i^i^»  ;»   *u^  -««r    «»«:««^    i«4«n       TI-  Decamber,  1839,  «tat.  25 :  weaver,  small, 

joins  m  the  cry    against    Imn.     He  ^^  ^^*^  .^  his  habit  of  body,    qom! 

attributes  all  the  tyranmcal  folly  of  the  phuns  of  general  debility,  dragging  pains  ia 

bill  to  Mr.  Warburton's  having  formed  lus  back  and  loins,  weakness  and  coldness  of 

his  opinion  of  the  profession  at  large  1?''"  ^^J^^i!!**/  "^  occasional  heada^, 

^      \^          J-     1                               VT  "  much  troubled  with  a  voracious  appetite, 

from  tne  medical  corporations.     Non-  m-gcnt  thirst,  uneasiness  about  the  stomach, 

sense :  Mr.  Warburton  is^not  so  great  and  frequent  calls  to  void  urine.     Urine 

a  fool  as  his  ci-devant  coadjutor  would  P«*«?  f f^^  ""^"?^  >  f*'?^'  .^^ 

,     ,  .           _-.               .     J  •    -u     .J  pounds  daily,  has  a  sacchanne  taste,  is  of  a 

maketmn.      He  examined  both  sides  pale  colour,  and  of  sp.  gr.  10-38.     Tongue 

of  the  question,  and  men  of  all  parties,  white,  bowels  regular,  skin  dry,  pulse  90. 

on  his  most  tecKous,   and,   as  it  now  Has  been  iU  nine  months,  and  was  on  two 

.       .                 .^                 V  occasions  relieved  by  large  doses  of  opium 

proves,  most  useless  committee— nay,  he  and  animal  diet. 

paid  the  chief  attention  to  those  who 

were  hosdle   to  existing  institutions.  as^r^^p^T^  1^.°^ 

Tell  OS  not,  therefore,  of  hisbeingmisled..  great  thirst,  increased  appetite,  emaciation. 

No,  no ;  the  bill  is  fiurly  to  be  taken  lassitude,  weakness  in  loins,  greatly  mcreased 

as  the  estimate  of  the  medical  profes-  ^^"^  ofj^ne,  which  has  a  high  specific 

*         J  1.      •&«      -nv  1.1     ■    ^     J  gravity,  and  contams   a  large  quantity  of 

Sion  formed  by  Mr.  Wakley's  mend,  saccharine  matter.    The  urine,  when  newly 

the  honourable  member  for  Bridport,  passed,  is  quite  limpid,  has  a  greenish  hue, 

who  proposes  that  we  shall  be  taxed  to  ,"7^*f  Utmus  paper,  and  h^  a  faint  pecu- 

/^    *^    ,    .        ^                 _             -  liar  odour ;  not,  however,  like  new  hay,  as 

purchase  chams  for    ourselves;    thai  has  been  described  by  some  authors.     It  is 

laymen  be  introduced  into  our  govern-  very  saccharine  to  the  taste,  becomes  pale 

ing  bodies;  and  that  the  expenditure  «»d  opalescent  on  standing  for  some  hours, 

/*       ^     J          .     J   I                       J  •"d  ferments  briskly  on  the  addition  of  yeast. 

of  our  funds,  raised  by  a  new  and  ex-  No  precipitate  is  thrown  down  from  it,  by 

traordinary  exaction,  be  regulated  by  beat  or  nitric  acid.    Its  sp.  gr.  has  ranged 

the  minister  of  the  day  I  ^"»  ^^'^^  ^  ^^'^^*  •*»<*  ^^  amount  has 

xwT        J                1.             »-     J    1     •  varied  from  twenty-three  to  twelve  pounds. 

We  end  as  we  began,  by  declanng.  The  extract  which  is  furnished  by  the^apc 

that  low  as  our  estimate  of  Mr.  War-  ration  of  the  urine,  with  an  ordinary  heat,  is 

burton,  in  reference  to  his  legislation  ^^"^  coloured,  very  sweet,  and  amounts  to 

e            X,               V              J           1         J  39A  grains  in  500;    but  when  the  steam- 

for  us,  has  ever  been,  and  openly  and  y^^  ?  employed,  aid  the  cy.por»tioii  con- 

freely  as  we  have  always  declared  this,  ducted  slowly,  it  assumes  a  granular  form, 

the  present  bill  exceeds  in  folly  and  '^^  "  whitish.     The  chemical  constituents 

oppression  any  thmg  wc  had  antici-  t^  ^Tme.jith  respect  to  urea,  has  not 

*^*^  ,         *  cMiy    «iMi5   wij  i«M*  a»ut«.E  ij^jgjj  exammed,  as  there  seems  no  reason  to 

pated ;  and  if  passed,  (of  which,  thank  beUeve  that  it  differs  from  that  of  other  dia 

heaven,  there  is  not  the  slightest  risk),  betic  patients;  but  as  the  smount  of  uric 
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■md  in  meUitio  urine  has  not  hitherto  heen  in  almost  perfect  ohscnrity.    Its  aeat  has 

BomuchinYestigated,  wetp^diodicscidasa  been    referred    alternately    to    the    kid. 

teat  for  this  constituent.     Iodic  acid  is  well  neys,  and  to  the  digestiye  organs,  and  hy 

known  to  be  decomposed  by  morphia,  and  some  anthors  to  both;  and  although  the  first 

is  generally  described  by  chemical  authors  organs  have  frequently  been   found  in   a 

as  a  teat  for  this  proximate  principle ;  but  it  hypertrophied  or  other  morbid  condition, 

is  also  decomposed  by  uric  acid,  as  we  have  yet,  in  a  certain  number  of  cases,  they  have 

stated  in  the  Mboical  GAZBrra.     It  is  oeoi    found    perfectly   normal,    evidently 

mentioned  by  some  writers  on  diabetes  that  proving  that  organic  disease  in  them  is  not 

dioiigh  the  other  saline  constitnents  exist  in  an  anatomical    character   of  the    disease, 

the  usual  proportion,  there  is  an  invariable  And  we  have  frequently  found  the  kidneys 

deficiency  of    uric  acid  in   the    urine    of  in  a  morbid  condition  in    inspections   at 

diabetic    patients;     and  as    the    ordinary  typhoid  patients,  where  no  disease,  connected 

method  of  detecting  uric  acid  in  diabetic  with  the  urinary  organs,  existed.     We  be- 

mine  by  means  of  nitric  add  is  rendered  lieve  that  the  stomach  has  been  still  less 

obscure,  if  not  fallacious,  by  the  presence  of  firequently  found  in  a  morbid  state,  so  that, 

saccharine  matter,  the  iodic  acid  was  em-  as  far  as    pathological    investigations  cam 

ployed.  throw  light  upon  this  disease,  we  are  utterly 

When  iodic  add  and  gelatinous  starch,  in  the  dark.  It  is  important,  however,  that 
recently  prepared,  are  added  to  healthy  urine,  we  form  some  theory  respecting  the  seat  Of 
and  agitation  employed,  in  a  short  time,  but  the  disease,  if  it  can  be  grounded  on  ftusts 
var3ring  according  to  circumstances,  the  and  experiments;  for  though  it  may  not,  at 
odour  of  iodine  is  disengaged,  and  a  pretty  present,  enable  us  to  treat  it  more  suocen- 
deep  in^go-blue  colour  and  predpitate*are  fully  than  was  done  during  the  time  when  its 
produced.  When  iodic  add  and  starch  were  riieinical  history  ,was  more  imperfeetly 
added  to  the  urine  of  our  patient,  no  change  known,  stiU  it  may  ultimately  lead,  either 
of  colour  wss  observed  for  about  a  week ;  to  the  employment  of  some  agent  of  a  cura- 
bnt  after  that  period  the  fluid  became  tive  nature,  or  to  some  prophylactie  measure 
slightly  brownish,  then  purple,  and,  in  the  where  the  disease  may  be  expected  to  occur, 
course  of  about  a  fortnight,  it  assumed  a  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  some- 
deep-blue  colour,  end  deposited  a  similar  times  hereditary.  Where,  then,  is  the  seat 
predpitate.  When  some  of  this  urine  was  of  the  disease  ?  Is  it  in  the  digestive  organs, 
fermented,  so  as  to  destroy  a  considera-  the  kidneys,  or  lungs,  or  in  all  of  them  ?  It 
ble  portion  of  the  saccharine  matter,  the  has  of  late  been  rendered  extremely  probable 
action  of  the  iodic  add  was  much  more  that  the  disease  is  intimately  connected  with 
rapid  ;  and  in  order  to  show  still  fSurther  the  a  peculiar  derangement  of  the  assimilating 
influence  of  this  prindple,  we  mixed  equal  organs.  These  have,  in  a  great  majority  of 
parta  of  healthy  and  diabetic  urine,  and  cases,  been  palpably  aflect«l,  and  generally 
added  iodic  add  and  starch  to  them,  but  no  the  disease  occurs  in  persons  of  a  dyspeptic 
change  of  colour  was  observed  for  nearly  a  habit  of  body.  This  bdng  a  far  more  con- 
week,  after  which  period  the  blue  colour  and  stent  concomftant  of  the  affection  than 
precipitate  were  rapidly  developed.  It  any  other  symptom,  except  the  saccharine 
appears,  from  these  experiments,  that  the  state  of  the  urine,  tends  very  much  to 
reaction  of  the  iodic  add  is  retarded  by  the  support  this  view.  Mr.  M'Gregor,  of 
presence  of  saccharine  matter  in  the  urine,  Glasgow,  has  shewn  that  both  in  healthy  and 
but  that  it  is  still  available  as  an  excellent  in  diabetic  persons,  fed  upon  avegeto-animal 
test  of  the  presence  of  uric  acid  in  this  fluid,  diet,  sugar  is  contained  in  the  contents  of 
provided  sufficient  time  be  allowed  for  the  the  stoinach;  and  he  deduces  this  conclttsion 
production  of  the  change,  or  the  sugar  be  from  experiments,  in.  which 'the  contents  of 
previously  decomposed  by  fermentation.  the  stomach  were  evacuated  by  an  emetic^ 

Bxciimff  ettutet  and  wai  qf  the  diaease,-^  and  were  afterwards  briskly  fermented  by 

The  cause  or  causes  which  exdted  the  disease  the  addition  of  yeast.     Mr.  M*Gregor  also 

in  this  patient  are  not  known,  but  he  ascribes  fed  healthy  individuals  with,  roast  beef  and 

it  to  working  in  a  damp  shop.     It  was  water  exdunvely,  for  three  successive  days, 

accompanied,  in  its  early  stages,  by  derange-  and  found,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  that  the 

ment  of  the  digestive  organs,  vis.,  acidity,  vomited  mattera  gave  no  signs  of  fermenta- 

emctations,  constipation,  &c.,  as  it  is  fre-  tion;    but  when  the  same  treatment  was 

quentiy  in  many  other  cases ;  but  although  adopted  in  two  diabetic  patients,  he  found 

it  is  probable  that  these  symptoms  preceded  that  fermentation  was  produced  in  the  con- 

the  formation  of  saccharine  urine,  there  is  no  tents  of  the  stomach,   on  the  addition  of 

eridence  existing  on  this  point,  as  he  does  yeast,  though  not  so  briskly  as  in  his  former 

not  recollect  any  thing  particular,   except  trials.      These    experiments  are  very  im- 

being  weak,  unwell,  ai^  of  having  frequent  portent,  and  tend  very  strongly  to  prove  this 

calls  to  pass  urine.  extensive  formation  of  sugar  in  the  stomachs 

The  pathology  of  diabetes    is  involved  of  diabetic  patients;  bat  it  wldnld,  in  our 
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opinion,  elucidate  tfiis  point  still  further,  it  has  been  found  that,  though  B&Uiial  diet 

were  the  author  to  extend  his  experiments  often  diminishes  ihe  formation  of  sugar  to  » 

to  an  ordinary  dyspeptic  stomach ;   for  cer-  very  considerable  extent,  yet  thatthe  anunnt 

tainly  fermentation  very  frequently  occurs  in  of  urea  is  always  uniformly  increased,  though 

the  contents  of  that  organ  when  it  is  func-  not  on  account  of  the  decrease  of  sogsr,  is 

tionally  or  organically  diseased,  as  is  indi-  has  been  conjectured.    The  quantity  of  am 

cated  by  the  formation  tA  acid  and  disengage-  passed  by  a  healthy  individual  daily,  aooord- 

ment  of  gas.     And  if  it  should  be  found  ing  to  Mr.  M*6regor,  may  vary  firoai  362 

that  even  animal  food  underwent  a  species  to  428*5   grains  ;     but  in   some  cases  of 

of  fermentation  with  yeast,    after  it    had  diabetes  he  has  found  it  amount  to  1013-5; 

remained  a  certain  time  in  a  stomach  func-  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  urine  being  1039.  even 

tionally  deranged,  the  conclusion  would  be  when  the  patient  had  been  subjected  to  no 

nearly  inevitable  that  it  was  not  merely  the  treatment.    This  fiict  tends   to  show  that 

formation  of  sugar  in  that  organ  that  was  the  more  of  the  nutrient  principles  of  snioal 

cause  of    the    diabetic  phenomena.      Mr.  diet  are  carried  out  of  the  system,  in  Ae 

McGregor's   experiments,    however,    when  form  of  urea,   than  in  healtii,  unless  ve 

coupled  with  the  &ct  that  the  blood,  in  suppose  that,  in  all  the  casea  in  which  tliii 

diabetic  patients,  contains  sugar,  tend  very  excess  was  found,  double  or  treble  the  asail 

strongly  to  prove  that  the  assimilating  func-  quantity  of  nitrogenated  food  was  consomfd. 

tions,  and  not  the  kidneys,  are  at  foult  in  It  is  maintained  by  some  antfaonthat  thii 

this  diseaae— at  least  ss  fsr  as  the  formation  superabundant  quantity  of  sogar  in  the  blood 

of  sugar  is  oonoemed.      Sugar   has   been  acts  as  a  poison  to  the  system,  and  hnoe 

shewn  to  exist  in  the  blood  <A   diabetic  induces  the  fatal  terminatioa  whidi  almost 

patients  by  Ambrasiani,  Rees,  Maitland,  &c.,  uniformly  follows  this  disease.     This  fajpo- 

and  Mr.  McGregor  has  confirmed  these  ex-  thesis  is  very  plausible,  and  certainly  can  be 

periments  by  the  production  of  fermentation  supported  by  very  cogent  and  analoKOoa 

in  the  serum  of  this  fluid.     In  the  Joum.  de  arguments,  as  it  has  generally  been  fouod 

Chimie  Medicale,  for  December,  1839,  there  that  foreign  substanoea  intf^uoed  into  the 

is  recorded  an  analysis  of  diabetic  blood  and  blood,    however  bland,  induce  disease  or 

urine    by   M.  Miiller,  of    Madebach.     In  death  in  the  animals  experimented  with ;  bat 

twelve  ounces  of  the  former  he  found  one  if  it  does  act  as  a  poison  it  is  undoubtedlj 

drachm  five  grains  of  sugar ;   and  in  fifty  extremely  slow  in  its  operation.     But  if  we 

ounces  of   the    hitter    two    ounces,    three  suppose,  as  stated  by  Mr.  McGregor,  tlvit 

drachms,    and  thirty-seven   grains.       Mr.  healthy  blood  contains  a  small  portion  of 

M'Gregor  has  also  detected  sugar  in  the  sugar,  the  circulation  of  a  certain  amount  of 

saliva  and  excrementitious  matters  of  diabetic  this  ingredient  will  be  quite  compatible  with 

patients,  and  even  traces  of  this  substance  in  health  ;  therefore  it  will  not  be  so  obnoxiors 

the  blood  of  healthy  persons,  when  fed  on  or  deadly,  in  an  increased  proportion,  u  if 

vegetable  diet.     If,  then,  it  be  proved  that  it  were  totally  foreign  to  its  constitution,  and 

sogar  is  formed  in  the  stomachs  of  both  may,  consequently,  require  a  much  looker 

healthy  and  diabetic  persons,  who  feed  upon  period  to  effect  its  fetal  influence.     But 

a  mixed  diet  of  animal  and  vegetable  food,  another  hypothesis  may  be  brought  forward, 

how  does  it  happen  that  sugar  is  found  in  capable  also  of  being  supported  by  wrr 

such  abundance  in  the  blood  and  urine  of  the  cogent  arguments,  vis. ,  that  diabetic  patients 

latter?     Is  it  the  superabundance  of  the  sometimes  die  of  inanition.     The  quantity  of 

sugar  which  renders  its  total  conversion  into  saccharine  matter  which  is  daily  evacnatrd 

chyme   or   chyle    impossible  ?     or   is   the  from  the  system,  without  contributing  to  itJ 

diseased  stomach  incapable  of  assimilating  support,  is  very  great,  and  there  most  be 

sugar  in  any  proportion  ?     This  question  left  a  very  small  portion  of  nutritious  ma- 

cannot  be  solved  in  the  present  state  of  our  terial  to  supply  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 

knowledge ;   but  it  is  highly  probable  that,  system.     Thus,  suppose  that  a  pmt  of  urine 

if  sugar  be  at  all  capable  of  assimilation,  it  (as   Dr.   Henry  has    established),    of  the 

is  only  in  a  small  proportion  ;  for  the  quan-  average  sp.  gr.  1040,  contains  1  ox.  4  drs. 

tity  of  it  which  is  discharged  by  the  urine  in  2  scr.  6  grs.  of  solid  extract,  20  pounds  of 

twenty-four  hours  is  sometimes  enormous,  such  urine  will  contaiii  about  two  pounds  of 

Indeed,  the  assimilating  powers  of  the  diges-  solid  extract,  a  large  proportion  of  which  b 

tive  organs  over  animal  food  must  also  be  saocharine  matter.    The  appearance  whicb 

very  small ;  for  patients  are  not  found  to  in-  the  patient  assumes,  in  the  latter  stages, 

crease  materially  in  weight  upon  this  diet  tends  to  support  this  view,  vix.,  his  emacia- 

any  more  than  upon  one  mixed  with  vegeta-  tion,   feebleness,    hollow  countenance,  &c 

bles  ;  and  unless  we  suppose  that  the  whole  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  acknowledged 

of  its  nutrient  principles  are  converted  into  that  both  the  views  we  have  given  are  quite 

sugar,    which  is    by  no  means    probable,  hypothetical,  and  neither  may  individually 

its  assimilation  into  pure  chyle  must  also  be  account  for  all  the  facta  connected  with  the 

accomplished  in  very  small  quantity.     And  history  of  the  disease ;  but  if  the  two  theories 
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be  conjoined,  that  is  to  say,  if  botli  the  Having  thua  failed  in  producing  any  im-. 

poisonous  effects  of  the  sacdiarine  matter  pression  on  the  disease  by  this  agent,   he 

and  the  defective  nutriment  of  the  system  be  was  finally  treated  with  the  following  mix« 

taken  into  calculation,    the   view  will    be  ture : — 

sufficient  to  account  for  the  fatal  termination,  ^  Tr.   Opii.,  5j.  ;   Yin.   Ipecac.,  Jss. 

although  it  is  possible  that  future  discoveries  M.     Cap.  5j. ;  6ta.  quaque  hora. 

may  throw  an  entirely  new  light  upon  this  His  diet  was  also  reduced  to  the  fbUow- 

■^^  V      .      r«L    .i_    ^    .     #  .V.    J.  ing:  24  ounces  of  milk,  16  ounces  of  steak, 

7V«i/m«/.-The  treatment  of  this  dis-  trounces  of  bread.     Under  this  treatment 

ease  may  be  mcludcd  m  tlie  following  cata-  ^^  ^^^  ^j^  ^^^^  ^  ,^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

logueofreme<hc8.vi2.1st,aiLimaldiet;  2d.  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^       ^^    ^  ^y^  29th  of 

opium;    3d.   diaphoreses ;    4^,   bleedmg;  pebruary,  when  he  left  the  hospital.      We 

5th,  astnngents.     In  the  treatmrat  of  our  y^^^  no  doubt  that  the  amount  of  urine,  in 

patient,  we  have  chiefly  employed  the  three  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  y^^^  ^een  much  more  di- 

first,  vu.  a  diet  composed  chiefly  of  "nimal  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^  quantity  of  opium  had  been 

food,  opium,  and  diaphoretics,  mcludmg  the  i^ereased,  such  lu  to  30  or  even  to  60  gndns 

warm  bath.      His  daUy  diet,   at  present,  in  twenty-four  hours ;  for  it  has  been  ascer- 

consists  of  38  ounces  of  milk,  12  ounces  of  ^^^  ^    repeated  experiments,  that  laive 

soup,  without  vegetables,  10  ounces  of  bread,  ^^^  j^J^  diminished  the  amount  of  urine 

and  18  ounc«a  of  steak.     On  his  admission  ^  ^^  ^^,^  quantity,  or  even  below  it; 

*'*^T"1.*^*^v'"^r  i^"""  ?™"  ^  TT  but  its  specific  ^vity  is  not  diminished  by 

and  half  a  drechm  of  Dover's  powder  daily,  ,^  tr^cnt,  and,  on  the  contrary,  4 

along  wiA  the  warm  bath  every    second  ^^^  increased.    There  is  generally  also  a 

night     This  tr«itment  did  not,  to  any  great  ^  j^^^^^  ^^  ,^   ^^^  j.  g^metimes 

extent,  dimmish  the  amount  of  unne,  and  ^    ^,1^  ^f  y^^^  crystallized,  simply  by  the 

on  the  3l8t  of  December  the  opium  was  m-  ^^^^^  of^iSc  idd  to  the  ^e,   and 

cr«tted  to  eight  gnuns,   combmed  with  a  ^j^^,^    y^^^  decomposed  in  the  bladder, 

little  calomel,  which  affected  his  mouA  m  giye  ^  to  the  formation  of  carbonate 

about  ten  davs,  with  dimmution  of  the  ^fl^^^^u 
,  rti^ie  J  A  ot  ammonia, 
unne  from  21  to  15  pomids.  As  swn,  ^^  ^  ^^^  of  opium  have  scarcely 
however,  as  the  effects  of  the  mercuij  dw-  ^^  produced  any  pemanent  cures,  and 
appeared,  Ae  amount  mcreased,  although  ^  ^  attended  irith  very  consideiable 
theqtwnhtyofopiunjwasthesameaswhen  ^{  j,  ^  production  of  inflammatory 
ex^bited  along  with  the  mercurial.  ^^  /  ^  ^^  ^^^  „  pleurisy.  And 
Some  time  ago,  we  observed  in  the  Me-  ^^  ^^^  inflammation  should  not  be 
DicAL  Gazette  a  formuk  by  Dr.  Todd,  sauced,  the  patient  is  left  so  exhausted, 
which  be  proposed  to  employ  m  cases  of  ^  the  use  of  it  (from  its  injurious  effects) 
dyspepsia,  viz.  an  artificial  dig«rtive  flmd,  ^^at  he  is  more  Ukely  to  sink  from  ex- 
prepared  from  rennet  or  the  fourth  stomach  u-Qotion 

of  a  calf.     Having  formed  the  opinion  that  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  combination  of  opium 

the  proximate  <»use  of  diabet«  was   mti-  ^^  ^^^^  ^j  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

mately  connected  wiA  the  digestive  process,  gj^erable  diminution    of    the    quantity    of 

we  considered  it  a  fiurcxperimcnt,   to  test  ^^^       y^    ^^^^  ^^  admitted  on  the 

Its  power  ^n  a  patient  affected  with  thM  ^^  ^^  ^^^^    Ig^^,    ^j,  ^^^  ^^ 
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atoniach  of  the  calf  at  the  time  ;   but  re.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^,33      ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^ 

ceivcd  a  sufficMmt  supply  of  salted  rennet,  ^^  ^^^  y^^    p^^^^,,  powders,   rennet, 

'^^^  '^^^''^  ^y  5T"*'"i.?'i  *^**^i"?f  &c.  but  with  very  little  effect ;  notwithstand- 

milk.     Thfa  appeared  to  us  hkely  to  contain  ^    ^  ^^  perspired  very  copiously  during 

a  .«mfficient  quantity  of  gastnc  juice  for  a  ^^  period.     He  was  put  on  the  u^  of  the 

trial.     The  foUowmg  u  the  formuU :-  foUowhig  piUs  on  the  27th  of  May,  when 

f^.    Rennet,  6  grs. ;  muriaticacid,6grs. ;  his  urine  was  about  20  pounds,   and  was 

water.  3^.  dismissed  on  the. 23d  of  June,  with  it  reduced 

Half  an  ounce  of  this  infusion   was    at  ^'^xt**.    4        *.    ^'        o    r\  ••    ^: 

first  taken  daily  after  meals,   diluted  with        P»-     P-  ^it.  Argent.  3S8.  j  P.  Opu.  5j. 
aeren  or  eight  times  its  weight  of  water ;  M.      FUmt  piln.s  Ix.      Cap.  j.    6ta. 

and  the  quantity  was  afterwards  increased  to  4*  4*  hora. 

one  ounce.     He  continued  this  preparation        Another  case,  viz.  James  Dick,  admitted 

for  several  weeks,  but  it  seemed  to  have  no  on  the  14th  of  February,  1840,  with  severe 

effect  in  diminishing  the  quantity  or  saccha-  dyspeptic  symptoms.     A  pill,  composed  of 

rine  contents  of  the  urine.      We  tried  the  three  quarters  of  a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver, 

same  mfusion  made  with  fresh  rennet,  in  and  one  grain  of  opium,   was   prescribed 

the  case  of  a  patient  in  ward  No.  3.  with  every  sixth  hour ;  which  he  afterwards  took 

nearly  the  same  results.  fix  times  a  day.     His  urine  was  about  20 
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pounds  on  bis  admltelon,  ond  when  dismlMed 
on  the  4th  of  April,  it  was  reduced  to 
11  povnds. 

A  diet  consisting  chiefly  of  animal  food 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the 
treatment ;  for  the  saccharine  natter,  which 
is  formed  from  H,  is  greatly  less  than  what 
is  formed  from  vegetable  food;  and  this 
must  Hfinii^^  the  injarions  effects,  which 
no  donht  result  from  a  huge  quantity  of  this 
principle  circulating  in  the  blood,  ereb  al- 
though the  patient  do  not  derire  mudi  more 
nutriment  from  it  than  from  the  other.  At 
the  same  time,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  like 
opium,  this  plan  of  treatment  may  be  pushed 
to  an  extreme ;  for  it  has  been  established, 
that  a  diet  consisting  exdusiyely  of  animal  * 
principles,  will  occasion,  in  a  longer  or 
shorter  tnne,  disease  in  the  system,  which 
may  ultimately  prove  fatal.  It  is,  tberefoie# 
the  safer  coune,  to  combine  with  the  animal 
diet  a  small  portion  of  vegetable  food,  slich 
as  does  not  readily  run  into  the  acetous 
fermentation,  of  which  bread,  rice,  arrow- 
root, sago,  &c.  are  the  best. 

[To  be  continued  ] 

i_  -  '-    -^ 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION— EASTERN  BRANCH. 

Thb  annual  meetmg  of  this  society  was 
held  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  on  Monday  last, 
The  meeting  for  transacting  the  business  of 
the  society,  and  for  hearing  read  whatever 
essays  mi^t  be  contributed,  was  held  at  the 
Omldhall,  at  12  o'clock.  Mr.  C.  Smith 
was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair. 

The  report,  which  was  read  by  the  Hono- 
rary Secretary,  Dr.  Crosse,  contained  a  very 
favourable  account  of  the  state  and  prospects 
of  the  Association,  and  a  strong  appeal  to  the 
members  in  favour  of  the  effort  to  procure 
medical  reform  by  legislative  measures. 

Papers  were  then  read  on  the  following 
subjects :— Mr.  Ewing  on  chronic  laryngitis, 
Mr.  Copeman  on  bleeding  in  apoplexy,  Dr. 
Arnold  on  an  improvement  on  the  Stetho- 
scope, by .  substituting  metal  for  wood,  the 
latter  bdng  a  bad  conductor  of  sound,  and 
affected  by  atmospheric  influence ;  Mr.  Nunn 
on  dysphagia ;  Mr.  Crosse  on  a  case  of  pro- 
lapsus lingua,  in  illustration  of  which  several 
plaster-of-Paris  models  of  the  protrusion 
were  exhibited,  with  a  sketch  of  the  internal 
portion  of  the  jaw ;  and  Dr.  Hake  on  ossifi- 
cation of  the  various  kinds  of  calcareous  de- 
posits. 

Ipswich  was  appointed  the  place  for  the 
next  meeting  of  tne  society. 

Mr.  Jefferson  wished  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  upon  a  clause  in  a  recent  act  of  Parliament 
for  the  extension  of  vaccination.  It  was  in- 
tended, and  would  have  the  eflbct  of  com- 
pelling medical  men,  who  were  Union  sur- 
geons, to  vaccinate  all  those  who  might  choose 
to  apply  to  them,  for  the  charge  of  1 8d. :  this 


he  thought  IrM  degradbg  to  tho  professioo, 
He  was  perfectly  wUling  to  extend  vaodnatioB 
and  to  perform  it  upon  the  poor  for  an  18d. 
fee,  bat  he  did  not  like  to  do  it  for  his  regu- 
lar patient,  the  little  tradesmsn  or  the  little 
farmer,  who  would  then  be  entitled  to  demand 
it.  He  wished  very  much  to  hare  the  sense 
of  the  meeting  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Young  thought  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  was  tl^t  the  poor  ahould  hive 
the  opportunity  of  going  to  a  medical  man, 
and  iMeing  vaccinated  for  that  fee,  but  the  set 
never  could  contemplate  that  those  who  coald 
afford  to  pay  a  larger  amount  should  demsad 
to  be  vaccinated  for  that  srmi. 

Dr.  Bree  said  the  sum  allowed  under  the 
Poor  Law  Act  of  Elizabeth  (half  a  crown] 
was  barely  sufficient  to  remunerate  a  medical 
man  in  tolerable  practice  for  two  attendances, 
and  for  dispelling  the  prejudices  from  the 
mhids  of  the  poor.  When  he  first  recdved 
the  situation  he  held  as  surgeon  to  the  Union 
he  offered  to  vaccinate  any  poor  person  who 
should  apply  to  him,  gratis,  amply  because 
he  wished  to  shew  that  he  was  friendly  to  the 
protection  afforded  by  vaccination. 

Dr.  Crosse  thought  the  amount  of  remu- 
neration proposed  by  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missionen  for  vaccination  Was  quite  as  good 
as  in  any  other  department  of  pauper  atten- 
dance, and  he  really  hoped  that  no  respec- 
table patient  would  take  ondue  advantsge  of 
the  Is.  fid.  fee.  He  would  propose  (which 
was  carried!)  a  resolution  that  a  committee 
be  formed,  to  consist  of  Messn  Jefferson, 
Day,  and  Bree,  to  hold  communication  on 
this  subject  with  Mr.  Chadwick,  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioner,  who  had  die  sole  direc- 
tion of  these  matters. 

After  thanks  had  been  voted  to  the  Chair- 
man, the  meeting  adjourned,  to  dine  at  the 
Angel. 
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Morbid  aiteruHom  qf  the  JIuidt,  eipecialfy 
iff  the  blood.  Changes  in  its  quantity 
and  distribution.  General  and  local  ple- 
thora. Poverty  qf  bloodl  Active  con^- 
g^tionr'-Us  phenomena — state  qf  the 
vessels  as  seen  by  the  microscope.  Me- 
chanicai  congestion.  Passive  congestion. 
Belations  qf  these  forms  of  congestion  to 
inflammations  •—  to  hemorrhages  —  to 
dropsies, 

ArriK  runniiig  over  the  principal  alterationa 
to  which  the  solid  parts  of  the  body  are 
liable,  we  were  beguming  to  enquire  into 
those  no  less  important  morbid  changes 
which  are  apt  to  take  place  in  its  fluid  con- 
■titnents.  I  reminded  yon  that,  respecting 
the  whole  of  this  subject,  pathologists  had 
passed  from  one  extreme  of  opinion  to 
another :  that  for  a  very  long  period  the 
humoral  pathology  preraSed  in  the  schools, 
and  that  in  times  not  Tery  remote  from  our 
own  it  was  entirely  snpeneded  by  tiie  oppo- 
site doctrine  of  ocdusiTe  solidtsm.  It  is 
strange  that  either  misconception  should 
hsYc  so  long  maintained  its  ground. 

If  we  consider  the  definite  relation  subsist- 
faig  between  the  solids  and  the  fluids  of  Hie 
bf^y,  and  ^bo  unceasing  agencies  which  they 
mutaally  ezerdse  on  each  other— how,  for 
instance,  on  tiie  one  hand,  aO  the  solids  an 
originally  built  up,  and  are  aftai  wards  per- 
pstaaUy  nourished  end  sustained  by  mste- 
riils  fiinndied  from  the  blood— how,  again, 

672.— xxvii. 


on  the  other  hand,  soma  of  tlie  solids  are 
continually  emph>yed  in  the  redpraoal  oflice 
of  feeding  and  renewing  the  blood,  while 
others  are  as  oonstsatly  busy  in  deoompound- 
ing  it  by  the  Tsrious  secretions— we  csnnot 
aroid  peroeiTing  that  distinetions  of  the  kind 
I  have  mentioned,  founded  upon  mere  differ- 
ences of  consistence,  sre  ftitile;  that  no 
notable  alteration  can  take  place  in  the  solids 
of  the  body  which  will  not  soon  affect  in 
some  way  its  fluids ;  and  that  erery  impor- 
tant change  in  its  fluids  must  lead  to  a  cor- 
responding and  proportionate  modification  of 
its  solids :  in  fine,  that  the  dispute  between 
the  soUdists  snd  the  humoralists  was  alto- 
gether baseless  and  unprofitable. 

The  animal  fluids  are  tlie  blood,  the  fluids 
that  enter,  the  blood,  and  the  fluids  that 
proceed  from  the  blood. 

The  fluids  that  enter  the  blood  are  of  two 
kinds. 

1.  Those  by  which  it  is  renewed  snd  en- 
riched. 

2. .  Those  which  enter  it  in  order  that 
they  may  be  conveyed  out  of  the  body. 

Now  although  we  cannot  doubt  that  any 
oonsiderable  modification  of  the  fluids  that 
feed  and  renovate  the  Uood,  and  particularly 
of  the  chyle,  must  have  a  direct  influence 
upon  its  composition  and  quality,  we  really 
know  but  litde  about  them,  except  in  their 
effects.  We  seldom  have  any  means  of  pro- 
curing these  the  first  products  of  nutrition, 
so  ss  to  inramine  them,  or  to  test  their 
qnslities.  Yet  we  can  perceive  causes  that 
sre  likely  to  deterioiate  or  deprave  those 
fluids  (unfit  sliment,  impure  sir),  snd  we 
know  that  under  tlie  continued  operation  of 
such  causes,  the  blood,  replenished  by  these 
flidds,  is  actually  and  sensibly  modified. 

Agidn,  we  cannot  doubt  that  some  of  the 
matters  derived  from  the  body  itself,  and 
taken  into  the  blood  in  order  to  be  conveyed 
away,  may,  and  often  do,  directly,  alter  and 
contaminate  the  blood,  and  act  as  poisons 
upon  ttm  system :  matters,  for  instanoe,  sb- 
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■orbed  from  p«rta  of  the  body  that  are  din-  elainple,  w«  not  unfinnincntly  perceive  thsC 

eased,  or  dead  and  putrefying  ;  In  this  way,  the  blood  drawn   from  a  vein  ia  thinaer, 

donbtleWf    duorders   wMch    were  at  first  manifestly  more  watery,  lea  rich  in  fibrin 

strictly  local  may  come  to  affect  the  whole  and  in  colouring  mattiar,  tiian  blood  of  the 

economy :  —  matters,  again,  which  though  standard  quality. 

harmless  in  minute  quantity,  become  noxious  3.  Again,  independently  of  mere  altera- 
when  retained  and  accumi^ted  in  the  blood,  tions  in  the  relative  proportions  of  its  coo- 
in  consequence  of  fnilty  or  deficient  adion  stituent  parts,  the  blood  is  liable  to  great 
of  the  organs  destined  to  eliminate  them  from  change^  in  its  chemical  composition,  and, 
tiie  cuncttlating  fluid.  Tlie  injurious  effects  therefore,  in  its  physical  quali^.  TtM  ap- 
of  some  of  the  substances  which  thus  pears  to  be  the  case  in  sea-scurvy,  and  in 
become  deleterious  —  as  urea,  of  which  the  analogous  disease  called  purpura,  and  it 
the  blood,  during  health,  is  continually  puri-  is  doubtless  so  in  many  other  complaints, 
fied  by  the  kidneys,  and  bile,  which  is  natn-  Diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal,  interfere 
rally  separated  tberefirom  by  the  liver,  and  ing  with  the  process  of  chylification,  most 
carbonic  add,  which  it  is  the  office  of  the  affect  the  blood  :  diseases  of  the  organs  of 
lungs  to  excrete — will  furnish  topics  of  in-  respiration,  interfering  with  the  arterialiu- 
teresting  enquiry  hereafter.  tion  of  the  blood,  will  alter  it :  diseases  of 
The  fluids  that  leave  the  blood  may  be  other  channels  of  excretion — the  bowels,  the 
considered  under  a  threefold  division.  biliary  apparatus,  the  kidneys,   the  skin— 

1.  Those  which  are  directly  expended  in  will  (as  I  have  already  hinted)  indirectly 
the  growth  or  miuntenanoe  of  parts,  some  contaminate  it :  so  will  various  foreigu 
of  them  becoming  fixed  and  solid,  and  others  matters,  gaining  entrance,  as  they  may  when 
retaining  their  fluid  condition.  Of  these  the  in  solution  or  in  a  gaseous  state,  tbrangh 
prindpal  alterations  have  been  briefly  artery,  vein,  or  any  membranous  structure, 
pointed  out  among  the  lenone  qf  nutrition,  such  as  bladder  and  intestine :  and  ao,  ako, 

2.  Those  that  are  employed  in  aid  of  some  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  will  certain 
definite  function  of  the  body :  as  the  saliva,  states  of  the  nervous  system. 

the  gastric  juice,  the  bile,   the  pancreatic  But  contenting  myself  with  having  indi- 

seereiion,  the  tears,  the  S3rnovia  of  the  joints,  cated   these   latter  changes,   or  sources  of 

and  BO  on.     Now  these  may  be  secreted  in  change,  I  shall  defer  giving  a  more  particular 

exceasive  abundance,  or  in  too  scanty  quan-  account  of  any  except  those  that  relate  to  the 

tity,  or  of  imperfect  quality,  or  not  at  all :—  quantity  and  the  ditiribution  of  the  blood, 
and  all,  or  any,  of  these  deviations  from  the 

healthy  standard  may  be  the  result  of  very  I  say  the  blood  may  'undergo  importaut 

serious  disease,  or  may  cause  very  serious  alterations  in  its  quantity.     It  may  exist  in 

disease  :  and  they  will  be  spoken  of  here-  too  great  abundance  throughout  the  body ; 

after  when   the   disorders  of  the  parts  or  and  it  may  exist  in  too  great  abundanoe  io 

functions  connected  with  each  shall  be  dis-  certain  parts  only  of  the  body.     These  states 

cussed.  have  been  recognised  for  ages.      Sometimi\< 

3.  Those  which  are  separated  from  the  they  are  called  respectively  general  and  par- 
blood  merely  to  be  excreted  ~>  as  the  tial  plethora ;  sometimes  general  and  local 
urine,  certain  secretions  from  the  bowels,  eongeetione  of  blood ;  people  speak  also  of 
and  fh>m  the  bronchi  and  skin.  Some  <k  irregular  determinatione  of  blood  to  differ- 
thcee  are  extremdy  worthy  of  study,  as  in-  ent  organs ;  and,  of  late,  the  term  hyperetmia, 
-dicationa  of  disease ;  but  they  require  no  first  invented  by  M.  Andral,  in  France,  has 
particular  consideration  in  this  part  of  the  been  imported  into  this  country,  and  much 
oouTM.  adopted  here:    all  these  words  and  phrases 

Dismissing,  therefore,  for  the  present,  all  mean,  m  truth,  the  same  thing ;   and  thdr 

Airther  account,  aa  well  of  the  fluids  that  frequent  recurrence  in  medical  works,  ia,  of 

eoneur  to  form  the  blood,  aa  of  the  fluids  itself,  suflldent  evidence  of  the  frequency  and 

that  issue  from  the  blood,  let  us  enquire  importance  of  the  conditions  which   they 

what  morbid  changea  the    blood  itself  is  express, 

liable  to  undergo.  If  we  comprehend  rightly  this  subject  of 

Theblood,  then,  is  subject, first,  toremark-  plethora  or  congestion,  we  shall  be  prepared 

able  variations  in  its  quantity t  both  in  re-  to  understand  some  most  important  morbid 

spect  to  the  iriiole  system,  and  in  respect  to  states,  of  which  it  seems  to  be  in  many,  if 

particular  otigans  and  tissues.  not  in  all  cases,  the  earliest  approach — ^the 

2.  Closely  connected  with  these  differ*  initial  step.  Inflammation,  haemorrhage, 
cnoes  of  quantity  is  the  variety  which  is  dropsy,  all  acknowledge  and  imply  a  pie- 
observable  in  regard  to  the  proportions  be-  vious  condition  of  congestion.  '*  There  is 
tween  the  several  constituents  of  the  blood,  probably,"  says  Dr.  Alison,  **no  kind  of 
The  diangea  that  occur  of  this  kind  are  some*  diseased  action  of  which  any  part  of  the  liviuK 
imw  vtrikingly  evident  to  our  senses.     For  body  is  susceptible,  which  is  not  connectcU, 
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tootter  or  later,  wttfa  hMsreased  •ffluz  of  feirettyey^s.  Their  entiro  ▼aicabr  tyitem  is 

blood  towards  that  part,  either  at  its  caiue  pretematurally  dutended.     If  you  open  a 

or  its  effect;  and  the  immediate  object  of  all  vein,  you  find  that  they  bear  a  large  ab-. 

our  most  powerfol  remedies  is  to  act  on  these  straction  of  blood  without  fainting,  and  are 

irregularities  of  the  circulation."  eren  refreshed  by  it ;  and  the  blood  drawn 

niat  the  blood  may  be  differently  di9>  separates  into  a  large  and  firm  mass  of  coa- 

tributed  in  the  ci^illaries  at  different  times,  gulum,  with  but  little  serum.     Keeping  to  the 

we  know  by  tibe  Tariable   colour   of  the  nomenclature  we  have  already  employed,  we 

sur£u»,   which  depends  upon  the  varying  might  say  that  there  is  here  hypertrophy  of 

degrees  of  fulness  of  the  cutaneous  blood-  the  blood. 

venels.    The  phenomenon  of  blushing,  the        When  inflammation  arises  in  the  subjects 

red  cheek  of  anger,  the  heightened  colour  of  of  this  general  plethora,  it  runs  high,  and 

the  skin  under  brisk  exercise,   are  familiar  requires  active  treatment.      But  they  are 

fiuts  illustrative  of  partial  plethora  of  the  not,  as  you  might  naturally  expect  them 

capillaries,  oonsistent  with  health.     "  to  be,    and    as  many  writers  state   them 

There  are  reasons  (which  I  shall  hereafter  to  be,   peculiarly   prone  to   suffer  inflam- 

lay  before  you),  for  believing  that  a  similar  matory  complaints.     There  is  general  fiil- 

sudden  aecumuiation  of  blood,  taking  place  ness  of  the  vascular  system,  but  no  irrc^u- 

in  internal  parts,  may  sensibly  disturb  their  larity,  nor  any  necessary  tendency  to  irregu* 

functions ;  causing  transient  fits  of  giddiness,  larity,  in  the  distribution  of  the  blood. 
insensibUity,  and   sometimes    death  itself,        You  will  observe  that  the  relative  propor- 

when  the  congestion  affects  the    cerebral  Hon  of  the  more  solid  to  the  more  fluid 

blood-vessels,     and    attacks     of     difficult  constituents  of  the  blood  is  increased  in 

breathing  when  the  capillaries  of  the  pulmO'  these  cases  of  general  plethora :  the  blood  is 

nary  tissue  are  concerned ;   and  even  theae  not  only  more  abundant,  but  it  is  richer  also 

attacks,  for  aught  that  I  know,  may  end  in  fibrin,  and  in  red  particles, 
fatally.  The  means  to  be  adopted  for  redressing 

It  often  happens  that  when  certain  por-  this  unnatural  and  unsafe  condition  of  the 

tions  of  the   sur&ce,   as  the  cheeks,    are  circulation,  are  those  which  common  sense 

visibly  redder  and  fuller  of  blood  than  usual,  would  suggest.    The  abstraction  of  a  part  of 

or  when  such  s3rmptoms  as  I  have  just  re-  the  supei^nous  blood,   a  more    restricted 

ferred  to  denote  the  probability  of  some  in-  diet,  a  larger  allowance  of  active  exercise, 
temal  coogestion,   other  parts  of  the  surface.        It  will  be  worth  our  while  to  contrast  this 

as  in  the  extremities,  are  visibly  paler :  and  state  of  general  plethora  with  its  opposite — 

tiiere  are,  at  the  same  time,  corresponding  that  in  which  the  blood  is  scanty  and  poor — 

and  palpable  differences  of  temperature.  what  Andral  calls  (though  with  questionable 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  so  obvious  that  the  propriety)  anamia.      OliffOfnia  is  the  caco- 

whole    quantity  of  blood,   throughout  the  phonous   but  more  exact  name  assigned  to  it 

body,  is  sometimes  in  excess.  by  Gendrin  ;  but  poverty  qf  blood  is  the  or- 

Itaat  in  the  adult  state,  when  the  growth  dinary  English  phrase  for  it,  and  the  best. 

or  increase  of  the  body  has  been  completed.  This  is  a  state  which  we  can  produce  at  will, 

blood  may  be  made  in  greater  abundance,  by  abstracting  blood  from  the  body  in  mode- 

ond  more  rich  in  the  materials  of  nutrition  rate  quantity,  but  repeatedly,  and  at  short 

than  the  wants  of  the  body  require,  in  not  intervals.      It  occurs,  also,  frequentiy,  in 

cmly  conceivable,  but  true.     We  are  able  to  spontaneous     disease,     and    from    various 

assign     circumstances    in    which    this     is  causes ;   from  a  privation  of  the  nuiterials 

likely  to  happen,  and  we  find  that  under  destined  to  replenish  the  blood ;    and  in 

such  circumstances  it  actually  does  happen,  cases  in  which  these  materials  appear  to  be 

Full  living,  and  a  sedentary  Ufe,  are  causes  turned  to  littie  account,  as  in  chlorotic  girls, 

likely  to  occasion  general  plethora  —  and  We  see  it  in  those  who  habitually  and  fre- 

they  do  occasion  it.       The   full   diet,   so  quentiy  lose  a  certain  quantity  of  blood,  in 

long  as  the  digestive  powers  are  perfect,  disease;  in  persons,  for  example,  who  are 

provides  more  chyle,  conducts  into  the  blood  subject  to  piles,  and  who  bleed  dally  from 

a  larger  quantity  of  its  proper  pabulum,  the   rectum ;    still   oftener  in  women  who 

The  sedentary  life  precludes  that  freer  circn-  suffer  repeated  haemorrfaagesfrom  the  uterus, 

lation  of  the  blood,  and  that  more  liberal  When  the  drain  has  been  long  continued, 

expenditure  of  it  through  the  skin,  and  by  these  persons  become  very  pale ;  even  those 

means  of  the  other  organs  of   secretion,  parts  which  are  naturally  most  red,  as  the 

which  would  occur  under  more  active  habits.  Ups  and  tongue,  become  almost  white  ;  their 

Persons  thus  circumstaneed  are  apt  to  grow  faces  look  like  wax ;    and  if  stUl  you  draw 

fiit ;  theadipous  tissue  seeming,  in  these  cases,  blood  from  a  vein,  and  allow  it  to  coagulate, 

to  form  a  kind  of  safety  valve  for  the -diver-  you  will  have  a  small  clot  floating  in  an 

sion  of  the  superfluous  blood.    Such  persons  abundance  of  serum,  and  that  small  clot  will 

have  turgid  and  florid  cheeks,  red  lips,  red  be  of  a  light  rosy  colour ;  sbowing  a  great 

mucous  membranes,  and  (not  uncommonly)  diminution  in  the  proportion  of  fibrin,  and  a 
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■tin  greater  defidency  of  the  red  pertidee.  But  ihh  is  not  the  only  way  in  wbaA 

The  blood,  as  they  say,  is  '*  tamed  into  local  congestion  may  arise, 

water/'     It  is  a  CHrious  pathological  fiu;t,  We  can  produce  it,*  upon  the  suHhoe  of 

that  the  red  particles  require  more  time  for  the  body  at  least,  at  pleasure,  and  that  ia 

their  restoration  than  the  other  constituents  various  ways :  by  friction,  by  exposing  the 

of  the  blood.     And  I  may  mention  to  you  part  to  a   high  temperaturaY    by   oertnn 

now,  what  I  shall  have  to  repeat,  that  in  stimulating  applications,  mechanical  (aa  t 

oonjuiiction    with     the     obvious    curative  cupping-glass),  or  chemical  (as  a  mustirl 

measures  comprised  in  arresting  the   habi-  poultice) :  we  produce  an  insertion  of  the 

tual  loss  of  the  vital  fluid,  and  in  affording  small  cutaneous  blood-vessda ;    there  is, 

sufficient  nutriment  to  the  s]rstem,  the  pre-  evidently,  more  than  the  usual  quantity  of 

parations  of  iron,   and  the  respiration  of  blood  attracted  to  the  part,  or  deUoned  in  die 

pure  air,  have  signal  efficacy  in  renewing  part — a  degree  of  rednen,  which  soon  lob* 

the  red  particles,  and  giving  back  again  sides  if  the  cause  of  it  be  withdrawn  mtime. 


tlieir  native  hue  of  redness  to  the  cheek  Congestion  thus  oocasioned  is  not  inflBBi- 

and  lips.  mation,  but  it  is  the  first  step  towards  that 

complex  process;    and  for  tliat  reason  it 

In  general  plethora  every  part  is  preter-  deserves    all    your  attention.      Apply  die 

naturdly  full  of  blood,  and  the  blood  itself  exciting  cause  a  little  longer,  or  Increase,  in 

is  full  of  the  elements  of  nutrition.     General  a   alight   degree,    its    intensity,    and  tbt 

plethora  therefore  implies,   in  one   gentt,.  phenomena  of  inflammation  begin  to  rnani- 

local  plethora  of  every  organ  and  tissue.     In  feet  themselves. 

strictness,  however,   local  plethora  is  only  I  said  we  can  produce  local  oongeatkm, 

predicable  of  a  part  that  contains  more  than  when  we  please,  upon  the  tui^aee  of  the 

its  share  of  red  blood.  body :  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  ami* 

Now  the  converse  of  this  is  not  true,  as  it  lar  state  may  be  produced  by  analogoos 

might  be  expected  to  be,  of  the  opposite  causes,  in  internal  parts.      Look  at  this 

condition.     A  deficiency  in  the  whole  mass  representation  of  the  stomach  of  a  dog  (one 

of   blood    contained    in,    and    circulating  of  Dr.  Ro/upelVt  platu).      Yon  see  one 

through  the  body,  does  not  protect  thepor/t  portion  of  it  of  a  bright  red  colour,  acthrdj 

of  the  body  from  congestion — ^from  having  and  vividly  congested.     Tliis  was  tlie  con- 

an  undue  quantity  ot  blood  sent  to  them,  sequence  of  a  dose  of  alodhoL    We  may  be 

Far  from  it.     Local  determinations  of  blood  certain  that  something  of  the  same  kind  if 

are  oery  commtm  in  persons  in  whom  the  the  result  of  every  visit  to  the  gin  shop, 

mass  tA  that  fluid,  and  the  proportion  of  its  Local  congestion  thus  produ^,  orof  thif 

nutritive  materials,  have  been  considerably  kind,   is  said  to  be  oe/tve.      M.  Andnl, 

diminished  by  disease,  or  by  hKmorrhage.  whose  nomenclature  has  come  much  into 

This  remarkable  tendency,  under  such  ftudiion  of  late  years,  caUs  it  sthenic,  or 
circumstances,  to  an  unequal  distribution  of  active  hjrpenemia.  "nie  arteries,  perhapa, 
the  blood  in  the  capillaries,  admits  (I  tiiink)  have  more  to  do  with  it,  in  the  first  instuoe, 
of  this  explanation.  A  due  supply  of  than  the  veins.  But  it  is  in  the  capillary 
healthy  blood  is  requisite  for  the  steady  and  vessels,  which  are  distinct  fiom,  and  inter- 
equable  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  posed  between  the  minute  arteries  and  veins, 
brain  and  nerves.  When  this  supply  is  that  further  changes  are  wrought,  when  the 
defective,  or  uncertain,  those  IWstions  process  advances  a  stage  beyond  mere  local 
become  disordered  and  irregular,  and,  in  plethora.  What  has  been  observed,  hy  the 
their  turn,  influence  the  various  solids,  dis-  aid  of  the  microscope,  with  respect  to  the 
tnrii  their  actioa,  and  derange  the  balance  of  blood-vessels,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe 
the  circulation.    That  the  capillary  blood-  to  you. 

veaads  may  be  filled  to  excess,  or  completely  I  take  the  account  I  am  about  to  give  yon 

emptied,   by  causes  operating  through  the  chiefly    from    Kaltenbnmner,    a    German 

nereottt   eyetem — by  moral  emotions,   for  pathologist,  who  has  recently  investigated 

examplo— we  are  sure  from  the  phenomena  the    subject    experimentally,    and    whoae 

just  now  adverted  to,  the  blush  d  shame  or  observations  are  believed  to  have  been  moat 

anger,  the  paleneas  of  fear ;   and  there  can  carefully  and  skilfully  conducted,  and  their 

be  no  doubt  that  morind  coogestions,  which  results   no  less  frdthfully  narrated.       His 

sometiwas  ara  separated  firom  those  that  are  observations  wera  made  upon  the  citonlatkin 

consistent  with  health  by  very  slight  shades  as  it  appeared  in  the  web  of  a  frog'a  foot, 

of  difFerenee,  are  often  determined  through  under  a  powerful  microscope.    It  would  be 

the  agency  of  the  same  nervooa  system,  idle,  and  something  like  committiqg  a  fiand 

And  penoM  eadowad  witii  great  aensibility  upon  yon,  were  I  to  lay  any  stress  upoai  my 

or  irritabilily  of   the  nervous  system  are  own  knowledge  or  experience  in  this  matter, 

very  liabla  to  partial  or  imgular  congestions  for  I  cannot  pretend  to  any  great  skill  ia 

of  blood.  the  use  of  the  mioroscope,  and  my  oppoitn- 
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nitiet  of  noticing,  by  its  hdp,  fhe  phaeno-  so  as  to  obstruct  tlie  circulation  a  little,  tho 

mena  of  the  circulation,  have  been  too  few  to  motion  of  the  blood  is  retarded,  espedally 

render  their  results  of  much  value.     Yet  it  in  the  capillaries.      You  see  the  globules 

may  be  in  some  degree  satisfactory  to  you  slowly  following  one  another.     These  so- 

to  Know  that  I  am  not  blindly  repeating  called  globules  are  not  spherical,  but  have 

the  remarks  of  others,   and  that   what  I  an  oblong  form ;    and  you  may  sometimes 

have  witnessed  is  perfecdy  in  accordance  see  one    of  them  sticking  in  a  capUlary 

with  the  statements  of  Kaltenbrunner,  and  channel,  its  long  diameter  having  got  at 

affords  me  a  strong  assurance  of  his  aocu-  right  angles  to  the  direction  of  the  current : 

racy  and  iidelitj.     There  is  another  reason,  other  globules  accumulate  behind  it,  till  at 

too,  why  I  oonsider  him  the  more  trust-  last  they  all  pass  on  again  together, 

worthy  —  he  has  no  theories  to  which  he  Now  Kaltenbrunner  irritates  the  web  by 

might  be  disposed  to  bend  or  accommodate  pricking  it,  and  soon  afterwards  the  follow- 

his  facts.              *  ing  appearances  present  themselves  :~There 

Before  I  detail  to  yon  his  account  of  the  is  an  increased  affiux  of  blood  to  the  part, 
phsnomena  of  congestion,  I  may  briefly  so  that  arteries,  veins,  and  capillaries,  re- 
describe  the  scene  which  presents  itself  when  oeive  a  column  of  blood  two  or  three  times 
the  web  of  a  frog's  foot  is  looked  at  through  as  great  as  usual ;  the  velocity  of  the  blood 
a  good  microscope.  It  is  a  most  beautiful  is  accelerated  ;  the  distended  sides  of  the 
and  wonderful  spectacle,  and  particularly  vessels  seem  to  tighten  around  the  stream  of 
interesting  to  those  who,  like  ourselves,  are  blood  which  they  contain.  With  this  altera* 
desirous  of  gaining  some  insight  into  the  tion  of  the  circulation,  the  natural  functions 
heslthy  and  diseased  states  of  the  circnla-  of  the  part  begin  to  be  modified.  The 
tion.  It  is  a  sight  which  I  hope  and  believe  change  of  the  blood  from  arterial  to  venous 
you  also  will  have  many  opportunities  of  is  interrupted.  The  globules,  passing  with 
seeing  in  this  place.  You  perceive,  then,  great  rapidity  through  all  the  vessels,  retain 
occupying  the  circular  field  of  the  instrument,  the  characters  of  arterial  globules  even  when 
a  number  of  blood-vessels,  through  which  they  arrive  at  the  veins  ;  tiiey  present  a 
the  blood,  with  its  globules,  is  in  active  bright  colour,  shew  a  tendency  to  stick 
motion  ;  and  you  see  at  once  that  there  are  together,  and  often  form  little  clots,  which 
three  different  kinds  cf  vessels  before  you.  pass  through  the  capillaries  and  become 
First  you  notice  the  blood  shooting  with  visible  in  the  veins. 

great  velocity  along  tubes  which  divide  and  One  of  the  natural  functions  of  the  web 

subdivide  into  smaUer  and  smaller  branches,  is  the  secretion  of  a  kind  of  l3nnph ;  but 

each  branch  (speaking  generally),  going  off  this    secretion    is    now    suspended.      The 

at  an  obtuse  angle :  thisse  are  phihily  arteries,  parenchyma   itself   begins    to    be    slightly 

Then,  in  another  part  of  the  field  of  view,  tumid,   and  assumes  a   brighter  tint  than 

you  see  the  blood  moving  in  the  contrary  common. 

direction,  more  slowly,  in  larger  trunks,  All  these  phenomena  begin  from  a  cir- 
which  are  formed  by  the  continual  union  cumscribed  spot,  of  which  the  circumference 
and  accession  of  smaller  and  tributary  gradually  expands  as  the  affection  increases ; 
▼essds  of  the  same  kind,  that  meet,  for  the  and  they  cease  insensibly  at  that  drcum- 
most  part,  at  acute  angles :  these  you  know  ference. 
to  be  veins  ;  and  all  tiie  intermediate  and  This  is  active  congestion, 
surrounding  surfiux  in  view  is  occupied  with  A  certain  period  always  intervenes  between 
other  vessels  or  channels,  which  connect  the  first  action  of  the  irritant  cause,  and  the 
themselves  with  the  ultimate  ramifications  of  commencement  of  true  congestion.  This 
the  arteries  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  pri-  period,  the  occurrence  of  which  yon  will  be 
mary  radicles  of  the  veins  on  the  other,  but  good  enough  to  bear  in  mind,  Kaltenbrunner 
whidi  differ  from  both  arteries  and  veins  in  calls  the  period  of  incubation ;  the  period  in 
these  partieulars— that  they  interlaoeand  anas-  which  the  congestion  is  hatching, 
tomose  in  all  parts,  in  a  very  irregular  man-  Active  congestion,  as  such,  does  not  Con- 
ner, and  at  all  angles,  and  that  they  retain  tinue  long.  It  either  passes  on  into  inflam- 
every  where  the  same  uniform  size ;  they  mation,  as  I  shall  hereafter  explain,  or  it 
neither  ooUect  into  larger  and  larger  trunks,  begins  to  decrease.  When  it  has  been  very 
nor  separate  into  smaller  and  smaller  slight,  the  quantity  of  blood,  and  the  ra- 
brandies,  but  are  disposed  like  the  threads  pidity  of  its  movement,  diminish  gradually 
forming  the  meshes  of  a  net,  except  that  the  from  the  circumference  towards  the  centre  ; 
inteistkses  are  irregular  in  siie  and  shape,  and  in  this  way  the  congestion  insensibly 
niese  are  the  true  capillaries,  intermediate  vanishes. 

between  the  arteries  and  the  veins,    and  But  in  other  cases,  when  it  has  not  been 

perltetly  distinet  in  character  from  each,  so  slight,  the  congestion  terminates  by  sn 

Dttt  oqmmnnioating  and   oontinnous   with  evident  crisisi   which   Kaltenbrunner   thus 

bodi.  describes  c-^llie  blood,  receding  firom  the 

If  now  yon  press  npon  the  animal's  kg,  dnmrnfeRUoe  of  the  congested  part  towards 
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the   centre,  gives    out,    hj   exhalation,  a  eom^etHon  the  veina  are  czchuftrrlj  eon- 

liqnid.    The  exhalation  takes  place  hj  fits,  oerned. 

and  here  and  there,  through  the  sides  of  the        Congestion  of  this  kind  maj  he  stricUy 

capillarj  tubes,  and  genenlly  on  tlie  surfiioe  local.     It  may  be  confined  to  a  single  fimb, 

of  the  organ.     The  moment  of  exhalation  when  the  principal  venous  trunk  belonging 

is  very  transient ;  but  it  is  repeated  often,  to  that  limb  is  compressed,   or  otbenriie 

and  in  different  spots,  until  the  congestion  diminished  in  sise ;  and  when  no  oolktenl 

has  disappeared.      It  is  evidently  critical,  and  compensatory  ^^K*""**!*  for  the  retnnung 

for  the  congestion  is  relieved  and  extinguished  blood  have  been  established.     If  diere  be 

in  proportion  as  the  exhalation  is  repeated,  disease  of  the  liver,  of  such  a  natan  ss  to 

I  shall  follow  these  consequences  of  active  prevent  a  free  passage  of  the  blood  throogli 

and  continued  local  congestion  no  further  that  organ,  congestion  will  ensue  in  aUtheie 

at  present ;    but  merely  remind  you  again  parts  of  the  capillary  system  from  which  the 

that  the  dianges  I  have  last  mentioned  con-  blood  is  conveyed  by  the'  veins  that  olti- 

stitute  the  euliest  appreciable  modification  mately  concur  to  form  the   vena   ports, 

of  structure  leading  or  belonging  to  inflam-  Tlie  force  of  gravity  alone  is  sufficient  to 

mation.     What  we  thus  may  see  (and  it  is  produce  venous  congestion,  and  consequently 

what  I  myself  have  had  some  opportunities  congestion  of  the  capillaries,  in  parts  Oi'  the 

of  seeing)  in   the  transparent  textures  of  body  in  which,  under  ordinary  circum^taiuv*, 

animals,  we  reasonably  infer  to  take  place,  the  circulation  through  the  veins  u  aided, 

under  analogous    circumstances,    in    those  instead  of  being  opp<Med  by  that  force.    If, 

parts  of  the  body  which  are  internal  and  for  instance,  the  head  be  suffered  to  hing 

opake,   and  consequently  hidden  from  our  downwards  for  a  certain  time,  we  see  the 

view.  unequivocal  signs  of  such  congestion  in  the 

I  will  just  observe,  also,  that  as  active  tumid  condition  and  the  purplish  red  colour 

congestion  is  the  parent  of  inflammation,  so  of  the  lips,  cheeks,  eyelidis,  and  ears.     'Whea 

it  sometimes  causes  haemorrhage,  and  is  re-  an  impediment  to  the  ft«e  transmission  of 

lieved  by  it.     But,  comparing  this  form  of  blood  exists  in  the  heart  itself,  a  tendency 

ocngcition  with  another  which  I  am  about  to  stagnation  is  produced,  first  in  the  venie 

to  mention,  the  connexion  of  hasmorrhage  cavee,  then  in  the  smaller  ramifications  by 

with  it  is,  relatively,  unfr«quent.  which  these  veins  are  fed,  and  at  length  in 

One  obvious  mode  of  remedying  this  con-  the  general  system  of  capillary  vessels :  and 

gestion    is    the  mechanical  abstraction  of  thus  even  general  congestion  may  proceed 

blood  from  the  loaded  part.     But  it  is  sel-  firom  a  physical  cause ;   the  parts  that  are 

dom  that  this  measure  alone  suffices;  and  the    most    vascular    being    eiso    tiie  moit 

sometimes  it  would  be  ultimately  hurtful  to  readily  and  the  most  completely  gorged, 
adopt  it.    The  state  of  the  constitution  may        'Hiere  is  yet  a  third  form  of  local  con- 

be  such,  that  the  disposition  to  local  plethora  gestion,   differing,  in  some  respects,  both 

would  be  increased  by  the  loss  of  blood,  frvm  active  and  frx>m  mechanical  congestion. 

Disordered  action  and  undue  susceptibility  The  capillaries  become  loaded,  and  the  oourw 

of  the  nervous  syatem  are  apt  to  be  aggra-  of  the  blood  in  them  is  languid  and  sluggish, 

vated  by  bleeding  *,  and  in  proportion  as  the  without  any  previous  increased  velocity  of 

nervous  functions  are  irregularly  performed,  the  blood  in  the  arteries,  and  independently 

does  the  tendency  to  unequal  distribution  of  of  any  mechanical  obstacle  in  the  veins.    To 

blood  in  the  capillary  vessels  augment :  we  this  form  of  congestion  the  term  pauiw  is 

have   daily   examples  of  this  in   hysterical  applied.     Andral  denominates  it  passive  or 

yotm;(  women.      It  is  not,  therefore,   the  astiienic  hypersemia.     I  will  tell  yon  the 

merr  congestion  that  we  have  to  consider  ;  class  of  facts  from  the  observation  of  which 

we  must  look  deeper,  for  its  cause.      Leave  the  real   existence  of  this  passive  plethora 

a  small  thorn  in  the  finger— the  blood  will  has  been  sscertained. 

be   collected  there   in  consequence   of   its         In  persons  enfeebled  by  age,  or  by  dis- 

irritation— and  will  continue  to  collect  in  ease,  the  lower  parts  of  the  legs,  the  insteps 

spite  of  depletion.     But  extract  the  thorn,  and  ankles,  and  the  skin  which  forms  the 

and  your  remedial  measure  of  taking  away  surface  of  old  scars,   are  often  habitually 

blood  is  at  once  successful.      So  it  is  also  purplish,  or  violet  coloured.    There  is  con- 

with  internal  congestions  of  blood— of  which  gestion  of  dark  blood  in  those  puts.     You 

the  exciting  and  sustaining  cause    is  not  may,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  ascribe  this  to 

always  so  well  known.  the  mere  influence  of  gravity  upon  the  blood. 

Contrasted,  in  some  important  jMrticulars,  but  this  cannot  be  the  whole  explanation, 

with  active  congestion  such  as  I  have  been  because  the  force  of  gravity  is  the  sane  witii 

describing,   is  that  morbid  ftilness  of  the  sll  persons,  and  at  all  ages.     A  horiaontal 

capillary  vessels  which  arises  when  the  re-  position  of  the  limb  will  perhaps  ««wiinidi 

turn  of  the  blood  from  them  towards  the  the  livid  redness,  or  may  even  sometimes 

heart  through  the  veins,  is  impeded  by  some  entirely  remove  it.      But    the    depending 

mechanieal  obstacle.     With  this  meehtinieai  position  ought  not  to  cause  it,  and  would 
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not  ctrnie  it,  if  the  blood-veuels  were  In  a  wre  diaracter.    The  strong  topical  Irritanti 

healthy  condition.     Neither  can  the  differ*  restore  the   feeble  and  relaxed  TeMela  to 

enee  of  poatnre  be  any  source  of  irritatUm  their  natural  elasticity,   stimulate  them  to 

to  the  congested  part.     The  capillaries  them*  contract  upon  their  contents,  and  to  force 

selves  appear  to  have  lost,  in  a  great  degree,  onwards  the  red  blood,  which  they  cease  to 

their  natural  elasticity;   they  easily  dilate  admit  from  the  arteries;   and  the  redness 

under  the  pressure  of  the  blood,  which,  vanidies. 

being  thus  retarded,  accumulates  in  the  part.  In  the  production  of  active  congestion  the 

Hie  emplojrment  of  friction,  or  some  stimu-  arteries  appear  to  be  principally  concerned  x 

luting  application,  will  often  remore  this  in  the  production  of  meehanical  congestion, 

congestion.  the  veins  .*  in  pamve  congestion,  the  capil* 

I  say  all  this  is  often  to  be  noticed  when  laries — ^which,  strictly,  are  neither  arteries 
there  has  been  no  canse  of  irritation  ope-  nor  Teins,  but  lie  between  the  arteries  and 
rating  upon  the  part,  and  no  preceding  the  veins — are  the  vessels  ohieiiy  in  fkult, 
state  of  active  congestion.  But  it  u  impor-  If  we  turn  our  thoughts  Apom  the  visible 
tsnt  to  mark  the  very  frequent  conneauon  textures  of  the  body  to  those  which  are  bid- 
that  exists  between  these  contrasted  con-  den  internally,  we  shall  find  reason  to  believe 
ditions.  The  one  very  often  succeeds  the  that  these  also  are  equally  liable  to  similar 
other :  the  vessels  become  dilated  under  the  conditions  of  passive  congestion.  Take 
force  of  the  active  hypenemia,  and,  the  those  exceedingly  vascular  organs,  the  lungs, 
irritation  ceasing,  they  do  not  at  once  re-  through  which  the  whole  of  the  blood  circu- 
cover  their  tone,  but  remun  passively  loaded  lating  in  the  living  body  has  to  pass,  "nie 
and  distended.  They  are  frequently  left  in  lungs,  as  might  be  expected,  are  very  liablo 
the  same  state  upon  the  subsidence  of  in-  to  congestion  and  engorgement  of  their  ca*' 
tlammation.  ptUary  vessels.     Oft  times  this  is  clearly 

Take  another  illustration  from  what  you  active,   and  the  result  of   some  irritating 

may  any  day  witness  in  respect  to  indolent  cause.     But  it  is  not  always  so.     Many  of 

ulcers.     Yon  will  find  that  the  large,  flabby,  you  recollect  the  epidemic  disorder  ciUled 

and  livid  granulations  which  they  present,  the  influenxa,  which  was  so  prevalent  here 

may  be  made  to  contract,  and  to  assume  a  in  the  spring  of  1831,  and  again  in  the  early 

more  healthy  and  florid  hue,  by  local  stimu-  part  of  1837.     Among  the  most  constant 

lantB ;  these  evidently  act  by  quickening  the  and  striking  characters  of  the  disease  were 

previously  languid  circulation,  and  unload-  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  catarrh ;  and  it 

ing  the  congested  capillaries.  was  remarkable  how  long,  in  some  persons, 

Observe,  again,  what  not  unfrequently  these  symptoms  persisted.  After  Qm  pulse 
happens  in  regard  to  the  eye;  a  little  organ,  had  regained  its  natural  frequency  of  beat, 
indeed,  but  one  that  supplies  us  with  more  and  when  all  fever  had  ceased,  the  patient 
striking  lessons  in  pathology  and  thenipeu-  would  continue  to  breathe  vrith  constraint 
tics  than  any  other  portion  of  the  body,  and  some  labour,  to  wheeze  a  little,  to 
You  know  that  the  conjunctiva  and  sclero-  cough,  and  to  expectorate  mucus.  As  all 
tica,  through  which,  while  healthy,  colour-  febrile  disturbance  had  subsided,  and  no  fur- 
less  fluids  alone  circulate,  are  traversed,  ther  benefit  seemed  to  flow  from  adhering  to 
under  various  forms  of  disease,  by  innume-  what  is  called  the  antiphlogistic  system,  it 
rable  vessels  bearing  red  blood.  Now  it  is  was  a  reasonable  conjecture  that  this  disap- 
notorious  that,  in  certain  cases,  the  appUca-  pointing  obstinacy  of  some  of  the  symptoms 
tion  of  any  stimulating  substance  to  the  might  depend  upon  a  lingering  but  passive 
surface  of  the  organ  will  increase  the  exist-  congestion  of  the  pulmonary  mucous  mem- 
ing  redness,  multiply  the  number  of  visible  brane.  And  the  nature  of  the  juvtmtia 
vessels,  and  aggravate  the  complaint.  These  confirined  Uie  truth  of  tiiis  conjecture, 
are  cases  of  active  congestion,  dependent  Tonics  and  stimulants,  so  far  from  aggnu 
upon  irritation  that  is  stiU  subsisting.  But  vating  the  pectoral  symptoms,  speedily 
it  is  equally  well  known  to  practical  men  abated  or  removed  them, 
that  the  blood-vessels  of  the  eye  are  liable  to  You  cannot  fail,  I  think,  to  perceive  the 
congestion  of  a  very  diflerent  kind.  They  important  bearing  of  these  distinctions  be- 
are  seen  to  be  distended,  somewhat  tortuous,  tween  active  and  passive  congestion  upon 
almost  varicose,  and  the  redness  has  a  our  notions  of  disease  and  our  choice  of 
browner  tinge,  and  is  less  vivid,  than  In  the  remedies.  Hiese  distinctions  are  not  to  be 
former  case.  In  this  kind  of  vascular  ful-  discovered  by  the  knife  of  the  anatomist, 
ness— or  in  this  etoffe  of  it,  for  it  sometimes  You  must  teke  care  not  to  confound  a 
succeeds  to  active  congestion  —  emollient  knowledge  of  pathology,  in  the  proper  sense 
applications  do  harm  rather  than  good,  of  that  word,  with  a  knowledge  of  mori>id 
while  strongly  astringent  and  eVen  irritant  anatomy.  Pathology  comprdiends  not  only 
substances  will  often  promptly  dissipate  the  the  visible  changes  of  stmetnra  which  aooom* 
vascularity.  These,  again,  are  cases  illus-  pany  disease,  and  are  disclosed  by  death, 
trative  of  congestion  of  the  asthenio  or  pas-  but  tiie  processes  by  which  those  changes 


104    EXPERIMilKTS  ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OP  THE  HEABT. 

are  effected  fai  the  Hfing  body,  and  the  lain  But  previooaly  to  entering  upon  this  ge- 
which  govern  tiioee  prooenee.  nerel  acoonnt  of  ndUmmation,  of  hnaor- 

lliere  \b  one  important  law  ascertained  in  rhage,  and  of  diopaj,  we  have  atill  aoane 
respect  to  both  active  and  paaaive  conges-  other  preliminary  matters  of  impoitanoe  to 
tion — ^viz.  that  it  is  apt  to  reeur ;  that  those  discuss.  The  canses  and  modes  of  death, 
parts  are  most  liable  to  suffer  it,  or  inflam-  The  causes  of  disease.  A  sketdi  of  the 
mation,  which  implies  it,  that  have  suffered  nature,  classification,  and  import  of  tpup' 
it  before.    We  may  often  turn  our  know-     toms. 

ledge  of  this  general  fact  to  good  account.  Our  enquiries  hitherto  have  related  to  the 
in  what  is  termed  the  propkyltuci$  of  manner  in  which  the  physical  fimditffmt  of 
disease—in  devising  mesns  for  warding  off  the  various  parts  of  the  body  are  capable  of 
disorders.  b^ng  altered,  and  their  tunctiona  disturbed 

I  have  stated  that  active  and  pauivt  con-  or  suspended,  in  disease.  But  how^it  hap- 
gestion  sometimes  occur  in  succession,  the  pens  tnat  some  of  these  alterations  of  strac- 
ktter  being  a  sequela  of  the  former.  So,  ture,  or  interruptions  of  lunction,  are  io- 
also,  it  may  be  said  of  pamve  and  of  me-  compatible  with  the  further  continnanoe  of 
ehanicai  congestion,  that  they  often  exist  Ixfe,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  working  of  the 
together.  If  the  capillaries  of  a  part  or  iriiole  machine,  is  sn  enquiry  of  no  lesa  in* 
organ  be  much  enfeebled,   the  mechanical    terest,  though  of  a  somewhat  different  iftwH. 

effect  of  the  gravity  of  the  blood  may  suffice    __^ 

to  bring  tiiem  into  a  state  of  congestion.    It 

is  thus  that  Andral  explains  the  occurrence  BXFBRIMSNT8 
of  a  gorged  condition  of  the  posterior  por- 
tions of  the  lungs  (evinced  by  symptoma  ^^  *^* 
during  life,  as  well  as  by  inspection  of  those      MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE 
parts  after  death),  in  persons  who,  having                                HEART 
laboured  under  no  previous  pulmonary  af- 
fection, have  been  confined  to  a  supine  posi-  bt  tiw  London  eomciTTBBS    o»    rna 
tion  by  long-continued  disease  or  debility.  •        butish  association  fob  1838-39, 
This  state  of  the  capillaries  is  called  by  Ler-                            j^^f^  1839*40. 
minier  the  "  engorgement  of  position ;"  and 

by  Laennec,  "  the  pneumonia  of  the  dying."  [F^  the  Medical  GazetU,"} 

It  neither  proceeds  from  irritation,  nor  has  _ 

It  the  essential  characters  of  inflammation ;  KxrBBiinsNTS  Fom  1839-40 
although  it  is  apt  to  be  considered  an  evi- 
dence of  inflammation  by  the  mere  morbid  In  consequence  of  having  been  appointed  to 
anatomist.  conduct  tlie  experiments  on  the  motions  and 

Again,  as  active  congestion,  when  conti-  sounds  of  the  heart  for  the  current  year, 

nued  or  intense,  is  snteoedent  and  conducive  without  being  associated  with  any  colleagues, 

to  inflammation  ;  so  is  mechanical  conges-  I  thought  it  desirable  to  avail  myself  of  the 

tion,  when  it  reaches  a  certain  point,  the  assistance  of  such  of  my  friends,  including 

prolific  source    of   hemorrhage,    and  the  the  other  memberk  of  last  year's  committee, 

almost  constant  precursor  and  immediate  as  could  attend,  and  I  accordingly  requested 

cause  ai  a  large  class  of  dropsical  effusions.  the  co-operation  of  a  considerable  number 

I  spoke  a  little  while  ago  of  general  pie-  of  gentlemen  known  to  the  public.  Of 
thora,  as  a  state  in  which  the  whole  mass  of  those  several  were  enabled  to  attend  on  nu- 
blood  circulating  in  the  body  is  excessive  merousoccasions,andoneofthem,Dr.Boyd, 
In  quantity,  and  rich  in  quality — ^fiill  of  resident  physician  of  the  St.  Marylebone 
fibrin  and  of  colouring  matter,  thick  Infirmary,  on  every  occasion,  so  that  every 
with  globules.  But  the  blood,  as  a  mass,  observation  and  experiment  has  been  wit- 
may  be  in  excessive  quantity,  yet  poor  in  its  nessed  by  one,  or  in  most  instances  several, 
materials,  serous,  ddSdent  in  globules,  and  of  the  following  gentiemen,  to  severil  of 
fibrin,  and  colour ;  and  in  this  condition  of  whom  I  am  indebted  for  very  important 
the  blood  also,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  assistance: — 
dropsies  are  apt  to  arise.  Professor  C.  J.  B.  Williams ;    George 

We  have  now,  therefore,  laid  the  founda-  Gulliver,  £aq*f  F.R.S. ;  John  George  Perry, 

tion  for  the  better  understanding  of  those  Esq. ;   Dr.  6.  Hamilton  Roe ;   Dr.  George 

three  great  classes  of  disease — /tj/famiMe-  Burrows;    Charles  Cochrane,  Esq.;    Dr. 

Hone,  HtewuirrhagUt  and  Dropaiea,  Rutherford;  Francis  Kieman,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

There  is  no  region  or  organ  of  the  body  J.  Siddell,  Esq. ;  T.  K.  Pritchard,  Esq. 

exempt  from  these  diseased  conditions  and  Francis  Samwell,  Esq.;  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison 

their  consequences ;   and  of  each  of  them  R.  A.  Stafford,  Esq. ;  Benjamin  Phillips, 

some  general  account  must  be  given,  before  Eeq.f  F.R.S. ;  Dr.  Robert  Boyd ;  and  other 

we  come  to  oonsider  the  special  dissaiei  gentlemen,  private  friends  of  the  Reporter, 

incident  to  the  several  parts  and  organs.  and  the  last  four    named  gentlemen  his 
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eolleagnes  in  the  ftaff  of  tiM  St.  Mtfylebotie  motioiia'  of   tbe   anrioks   and   tentriclMt 

Infirmarj.  tereral   living    diatinguiahed    phyriological 

Hie  oqieriments  were    perfonned  in  a  writers  appear  to  hoM,  that  thoee  eavitiea 

oonyenient   locality  immed&itelj  adjoining  act  in  strict  alternation  with  each  other,  and 

the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  and  princi-  notcontinQovalyor  in  immediate  snoeession, 

pally  on  donkey  oolts  of  a  few  months  old.  the  avrides  being  first  in  systole  and  diastoloy 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  series  other  animals,  and  the  ▼cntrioular  actions  being  last  bdbra 

and  especially  dogs,  were  nsed,  partly  tor  tiie  Rest,  as  described  by  Steno,  Harrey, 

economy  and  in  o^er  that  the  limited  peen-  Landai,  Haller,  Senao,  &c. ;  and  by  Hope, 

niary  resources  at  my  command  might  not  Williams,  Carlile,  Pennoek,  and  Moore,  and 

be  prematurely  exhausted ;  and  partly  be-  oilier  distinguiahed  living  experimentalists, 
cause  certain  experiments  oontemplated  were        2.  With  respect  to  the  share  in  the  circo- 

expected  to  prove  more  easily  and  decisively  lation  due  to  the  auricular  systole,  it  has 

practicable  on  the  larger  heart  of  the  ass,  been  declared  to  be  active,  and  of  much 

than  on  any  smaller,  sudi  as  that  of  the  dog;  importance,  by  Harvey,  Senao,  and  others ; 

and  that  in  any  event  it  was  desirable  to  while  several  living  writers  of  great  weight, 

extend  the  range  of  observation  as  far  as  adhering  apparently  to  the  viewa  of  Galen, 

practicable  over  the  animal  acale.  Veaaliua,  &c.,  seem  diaposed  to  refnae  to  die 

The  mode  of  preparation  waa  in  all  caaes  anridea  any  very  influmtial  or  positively 
neariy  the  aame.  In  almost  every  case  sen-  important  share  in  the  cardiac  operations ; 
sibility  was  withdrawn  as  completely  as  fbr  examples  I  may  cite  Dr.  Elliotoon,  Fh»f. 
was  practicable,  by  one  method  or  other.  BouiUaud,  Dr.  Hope,  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  &c. 
In  donkeys,  I  availed  myself  of  the  stupe-  3.  With  respect  to  the  shape  and  dimen- 
lying  propoty  of  the  woorara  poison,  for  a  sions  of  the  Tcntrides  in  systole,  it  was  hdd 
packet  of  which  I  had  been  indebted  smoe  by  Galen,  VesaUus,  Harvey,  &e.,  that  the 
1838  to  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie.  Hie  woorara  heart  is  shortened  in  diastole,  and  lengthened 
was  brought  into  operation  by  injecting  a  in  systole ;  but  the  observations  of  Steno, 
couple  of  grains  of  it,  partly  dissolved.  Lower,  Laneisi,  Haller,  and  others,  gave 
partly  suspended  in  water,  into  the  external  currency  to  opposite  views.  Of  late,  how- 
jugular  vein,  as  practised  by  Mr.  Mayo  in  ever,  the  andent  opinion  has  been  revived  $ 
an  experiment  of  Dr.  Hope's,  and  the  injec-  for  example  by  Professor  Burdach  and  Pro- 
tion  was  usually  followed  in  a  very  few  fessor  BouiUaud,  as  I  underatand  their 
minutes,  by  complete  insennbility.  In  observatiotts,  and  by  Drs.  Pennoek  and 
smaller  amimals  prusaie  add  was  used  in  Moors,  the  latest  experimentalists  on  the 
several  instsnces,  and  in  a  few  the  subject  subject  that  I  know  of,  except  my  friends 
was  stunned  by  a  blow  on  the  head.     Arti-  and  myself. 

fidal  breathing'  was  used  in  every  warm-        4.  With  respect  to  the  pracordial  im- 

blooded  subject,  by  means  of  a  beUows  and  pulse,  the  great  majority  of  phydologists, 

long  flexible  tube  kept  loose  in  the  trachea ;  adhering  unqualifiedly  to  the  ancient  opinion, 

the  chest  was  opened,  nearly  as  directed  by  advocatedby  Hippocrates  and  Galen  amongst 

Galen  (de  admin,  anat.),  and  as  practised  by  the    Greeks,    and   by    Vesalius,    Hsrvey, 

fonner  committees,  and  5  or  6  ribs,  at  least,  Landd,  Sense,  Haller,  Hunter,  ace.,  aseiflie 

were  separated  from  the  sternum,  snd  broken  the  cardiac  pulsation  to  a  blow  or  stroke 

near  the  articulation,  and  bent  back  over  the  (in  the  popular  meaning  of  those  words) 

vertebra.      In  evety  esse,  whether  during  given  by  the  heart's  apex  in  systole  to  Ae 

the  preparation  or  subsequent  observation,  ribs ;  and  refer  the  apparent  inaetlott  in  the 

all  convenient  means  were  used,  as  advised  heart,  between  its  pulsations,  to  tiie  retreat 

by  Galen,  to  prevent  or  lessen  luemorrhage,  of  the  organ  during  ita  diastole  mwards,  and 

in  order  to  avoid,  as  much  ss  possible,  the  away  from  tbe  walls  of  the  chest.     But 

snonudous  modes  of  sction  attending  extreme  hi  opposition  to  this  view  may  be  dted  the 

vascular  depletion,  and  to  prolong  the  op-  experiments  of  seversl  recent  observers,  and 

portnnities  of  observation  and  experiment.  tlie  arguments  of  Mr.  Carlile,  of  Dr.  Hope 

The  observations   about  to  be  detailed  (in  his  last  edition),  of  Mr.  Bryan,  of  Dr. 

consist  partly  of  experiments  in  continuation  Billing,  &c.  aec 

of  the  enquiries  of  fonner  oommittees,  and        5.  With  respect  to  tiie  diastole  of  tiw 

partly  of  experiments  conodved  and  per-  heart,  it  was  hdd  by  GMen  and  VesaUus  to 

formed  with  a  view  to  dsdde  several  points  indude  a  strong  foroe  of  snefioii,  by  whidi 

in  dispute  amongst  phydologists  of  authority,  prindpaUy  the  venoua  eurrent  vras  forwarded 

which  were  not  investigated  by  tiioae  com-  and  tiie  auricles  were  emptied ;  end  tfiia 

mittees,  snd  which  seomed  to  me  yet  un-  power  of  inhalation  or  suction  has  been 

settled,  end  at  the  same  time  important  adopted  by  numeroua   living   authorities; 

enough  to  call  for  direct  experimental  inves-  e.  §.  Professor  BouiUaud,  Dr.  Hope,  and 

tigation.    The  fottowing  are  the  prindpal  of  Dr.  Copland ;  and  has  even  been  extended 

those  undedded  questions.  to  the  auricular  diastole,  e.  g,  by  Professor 

1.  With  respect  to  the  rhythm  of  the  Alison  and  Dr.  EUlotsoD.    The  exertion, 
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howerert  of  any  sock  force  hat  been  dis-  mcntel  combinationa,  he  ahoald  eucsoeed  in 

tinetlj  denied   to    Uie   diagtolic  atate    by  eliciting  pertinent  and  decisiTe  facta.  Acting 

Harrey,  Lower,  Senac,  ^cc. ;  and  recently  on  anch  Tiews,  be  haa  pnt  to  the  teat  of  ex- 

by  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Amott,  aa  phyaical  periment,  to  a  greater  or  leaa  extent,  iereral 

abanrditiea,  uid  the  opinion  appeara.  Dr.  of  those  qnestiona,  with  reanlta  now  to  be 

Joy  remarka,  to  reat  on  no  BBtiafactory  ex-  atated. 
perimeatal  evidence  whataoever.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  the 

6.  In  addition  to  active  pulsations  obaervod  inatmment  used  in  auscultation  waa  exctn- 
in  certain  animals  in  the  wins,  (as  in  hares,  aively  the  flexible  ear  tube  j  the  wooden 
nhbita,  dogs,  fowla,  froga,  &c.)  there  hatfv  atutliuaiiope,  inconvenient  in  moat  cases, 
been  noted  by  seversl  experimentalists,  of  being  found  quite  unsuited  for  such  ex- 
wbom  it  ia  aufficient   to  name  the  great  perimenta. 

Haller,  certain  paasive  pulsations,  viz.,  an        Ona.  I.— June  11th.    iS'u^/ae/— A  donkey 

abrupt  diaatole  of  the  vein  attending  the  about  ten  weeks  old,    and  sound    in   all 

first  part  of  the  heart's  systole,  or  the  anri-  respects.       Phenomena  —  Varioua  sponta- 

cular  oontractioo,  and  an  abrupt  systole  of  neoua  irregularities  in  the  cardiac  action  and 

the  vein  attending  the  first  part  of  the  heart's  sounds  ;  jerking  upwards,  &c.  of  periphery 

diastole,  or  the  dilatation  of  the  auricle ;  of  intemid  valvea  in  systole ;  appearances  of 

but  the  connexion  between  this  venous  re-  auricles  in  action  ;    effect  of  valvular  ob- 

gurgitation  and  the  auricular  systole  haa  atruction  on  first  sound, 
been  doubted  by  several  apparently,  and        Heart,  when  exposed,  acting  strongly  and 

even  denied  by  Dr.  ElUotson.  quickly  ;  stwond  sound  indistinct,  and  loud 

7.  Reverting  to  the  auricular  function,  murmur  with  first  sound. 

the  systole  of  the  auridea  haa  usually  been        Section  1.— On  placing  the  finger  on  the 

regarded    aa    unattended  by  any  intrinaic  outer  periphery  of  tlie  mitral  valvea,  an 

sound.    Dr.   Hope  ^denies  that  any  such  upward  jerk  and  thrilling  motion  aenaible, 

sound   occurs,   and    on   physical   grounda  similar  to  that  observed  over  the  arterial 


seems  to  affirm  that  it  is  not  possible ;  and  valves. 

Dr.  Joy  calls  the  auricular  systole  a  '*  silent"  Section  2.— At  the  moment  of  anricnlar 

act.  ( Library  of  Practical  Medicine.)    Six  systole  there  was  noted  a  dimpling  of  the 

months  probably,  or  more,  however,  before  appendix,  and  an  abrupt  contraction  in  all 

the  London   Commissioner  for   1840  had  its  dimensions,  and  a  fdnking,  as  it  were, 

even  begun  his  experiments,  Drs.  Pennock  downwarda  and    inwards,    followed    by    a 

and  Moore  bad,  unknown  to  him  and  his  gradual  return  to  the  state  of  prominence 

friends,  detpcted,  as  they  conceived,  an  au-  and  distension  that  characterize  the  auricular 

rtcular  systolic   sound  in  a  series  of  very  diastole.     Several    times    was    observed    a 

interesting  experiments,  of  which  an  account  slight  and  partial  active  contraction  of  the 

is  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  auricle,  followed  by  relaxation  in  the  intervals 

Medical  Scioice,  No.  50,  Feb.  1840.  of  full  and  complete  auricular  systole  and 

8.  The  following,  often  agitated,  and  still  diastole,   as    if   from    transient  spasmodic 

mootpointa,  have  appeared  to  the  reporter  in  action. 

like  manner  to  stand  in  need  of  further  ex-  Section  3.  — The  second  cardiac  sound 

amination.  e,ff.  1,  the  sizes  of  the  cavitiea,  observed  at  intervals  to  be  for  many  minutea 

&c.,  with  respect  to  each  other ;  2,  the  pro-  together  wholly  wanting,   without  obvious 

duction  of  sound  by  certain  muscles  while,  cause,  no  oiieration  u)K>if  the  mitral  or  other 

Tigorously  contracting;    3,  the  rh3rthm  of  valvea  having  been  hitherto  attempted  action, 

the  cardiac  and  arterial   pulse ;    &c.  &c.  Section  4. — ^The  left  auricle  was  inverted 

Finding  on  all  the  preceding  points  oonsi-  successively  by  the  finger,  and  by  a  probe, 

derable  difference  of  opinion,  and  perceiving  so  as  to  impede  the  action  of  the  mitral 

that,  in  many  instances,  the  decisions  of  Tslves.      The  finger    was    sensible,    when 

highly  distinguished  and   leading    |Aysio-  placed  in  the  mitral  orifice,  of  an  abrupt 

logical  writers  were  a(  variance  with  what  though  gentle  ooncuasion  in  the  systole  of  the 

he  considered  to  be  the   best  hitherto  re-  ventricle,  and  (it  seemed  to  me)  aa  if  it  were 

corded   experiments  and  observationa,  the  puahed  by  a  cord  or  membrane  stretched 

Reporter   found   forced  on  his  mind   the  obliquely  across  tiie  passage,   and  brouj^t 

conviction    that  on  all  or  most  of  those  suddenly  to  a  atate  of  tension ;  and,  at  the 

poinU  further  data  were  vranting,  and  expe-  same  time,  the  sensation  of  jerking  upwards 

riments  less  ambignons,  and  more  pointed  was  much  less  distinct  when  the  finger  waa 

and  conclusive.     Under    such  impressions  placed  over  the  valve  externally*    The  probe, 

the  Reporter  felt  himself  at  liberty,  if  not  also,  when  held  loosely  in  the  orifice  (en- 

poaitivciy  called  on,  to  advert  to  the  Tarious  veloped  like  the  finger  in  the  inverted  appen- 

questions  above  alluded  to,  which  had  not  dix  of  the  auricle)  was  felt  and  seen  to  be 

been  handled  by  former  committees,  pro-  pushed  back  in  each  systole  between  the 

vided  that  by  any  unlooked-for  good  fortune,  fingers. 

if  not  through  some  new  and  happier  experi-  Section  3. —At  the  moment  of  introducing 
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the  fn^prtM    appendix    into    the    Intertill  Section  5. — ^And  this  ieeming  propagation 

opening,  the  sharp  well-delined  b^inning  of  of  motion  was  perceiyed  next  in  another 

the  first  or  systolic  sound  was  wanting  or  way — viz.  by  pressing  gently  on  the  fundus 

obscure ;  and  that  sound  seemed  to  several  and  body  of  the  ventrtde,  and  on  the  apex, 

obsrrrers  leas  abrupt  and  more  gradual  than  by  which  was  elicited  a  sensation,  or  series 

normal  in  its  development.  of  sensations,  as  of  a  progressive  movement 

Obs.  II. — 13th.  Suiffect — ^A  stout  ass  of  an  undulatory  character,  directed  from 
of  two  to  three  weeks  old.  Pktnomena —  fendus  to  apex,  and  resembling,  to  a  consi- 
Abnormal  murmurs  without  structural  de-  derabie  extent,  that  given  by  a  dropsical 
feet.  Motions  of  the  ventricle  in  systole,  as  abdomen,  or  a  hydrocele,  &c.  when  appro- 
apparent  to  the  eye  and  hand.     Same  of  the  priatdy  percussed. 

auricles.     Rhythm  of  the  motions  of  auricles  Section  6. — During  a  very  vigorous  action 

and  ventricles.     Auricular  hemorrhage  not  of  the  auricles,  and  at  a  somewhat  advanced 

suspended  in  diastole,  and  augmented  in  period  of  the  observation,  the  shrinking  and 

systole  of  auricle.  dimpling  in  its  centre  of  the  appendix  in 

Section  I. — Heart  acting  normally  and  auricular  systole  was  likened  by  several 
vigorously  before  the  injection  of  woorara.  observers  to  an  effect  either  of  suction,  or  of 
Immediately  after  the  operation  was  com-  some  traction  exerted  on  the  appendix  from 
pleted  a  murmur  was  observed  with  the  some  point  about  the  auriventricidar  opening, 
second  sound,  or  diastolic  sound  with  a  slow  more  especially  because  it  seemed  oft^ 
cardiac  action,  the  first  or  systolic  sound  separated  in  time  from  the  ventricular  ten- 
being  normal.  sion,  roundness,  and  impulse  (or  systole)  by 

Section  2. — In  systole  motion  first  in-  a  scarcely  perceptible  interval, 
distinctly  observed  at  the  fundus,  especially  Section  7. — ^Towards  the  end  of  the  obser- 
on  the  nglit  ventricle,  where  any  phenomena  vation,  and  during  a  tolerably  regular  and 
about  the  arterial  orifice  are  most  easily  vigorous  action  of  the  heart,  the  tip  of  the 
observed  in  an  animal  lying  on  the  right  side ;  left  auricle  was  snipt  off,  after  which  the 
apex  almost  ftimultaneously  moved  with  contractions  of  the  appendix  became  indis- 
fundus.  These  systolic  motions  in  the  ven-  tinct,  those  of  the  ventricle  being  at  first 
trides  were  preceded  by  a  dimpling  and  little  affected.  On  the  instant  of  cutting  off 
shrinking  inwards  and  downwards  of  the  the  appendix,  a  profuse  flow  of  blood  oc- 
auricuUu*  a])pendixes,  but  by  a  very  minute  curred,  in  a  stream  slightly  increased  by  a 
interval,  so  that  the  auricular  motion  seemed,  jet  during  systole  of  tl^  auricle,  and  con- 
as  it  were,  but  the  first  portion  of  a  more  tinned  without  any  jet  during  diastole  *. 
extensive  movement  affecting  the  whole  Obs.  III. — 22d.  Subject  —  A  donkey 
heart.  about  six  months  old,  in  good  health.     PAe- 

Section  3.— Before  opening  the  pericar*  nomena — Results  of  application  of  pressure 
dium,  needles  were  passed  horizontally  in  various  ways  to  the  ventricles.  Rhythm 
through  that  organ  without  woutiding  the  and  manner  of  motions  of  fundus  and  apex 
heart,  and  so  that  they  Uy  exposed  to  the  in  systole  and  diastole.  Motions  in  the 
eye  in  their  whole  length,  except  the  minute  arteries  and  over  the  valvular  orifices.  Ac- 
portion  actually  penetrating  the  pericardium,  tion  of  sinuses  in  systole  of  auricles, 
and  over  the  following  points,  viz.  over  the  Shortening  of  heart  in  systole.  Effects  of 
auricle,  over  the  periphery  of  the  mitral  wounding  an  auricle,  &c.  &c. 
orifice,  and  over  the  apex  ;  and  observation  Section  1. — Callipers  were  applied  to  the 
was  made  through  a  roll  of  paper  employed  ventricles,  as  if  to  take  the  diameter  of  the 
to  limit  the  field  of  vision,  and  a  succession  heart.  Tlie  lega  of  the  callipers  before  use 
of  motions  was  distinctly  noted ;  first  about  had  been  fastened  together  by  an  elastic  cord 
the  fundus  and  insertions  of  the  great  of  considerable  resisting  power.  In  which- 
arteries,  and  most  strikingly  over  the  appen-  ever  direction  the  instrument  so  prepared 
dices  anricularum,  and  tiience  propagated,  was  made  to  embrace  the  ventricles,  whether 
as  it  were,  towards  the  free  extremity  of  the  exactly  transversely  or  obliquely,  the  uniform 
heart,  being  perceived  in  the  body  of  the  result  was,  that  the  legs  of  the  instrument 
ventricles  next  after  the  fundus,  and  at  the  were  separated  with  force,  and  receded  from 
apex  last,  as  if  an  impulse  in  a  compressed  each  other  in  each  systole,  and  approached 
fluid,  or  a  wave,  commencing  about  the  each  other  in  each  diastole,  with  depression 
insertion  of  the  arteries,  had  been  propagated  of  the  part  of  the  parietes  they  pressed  on, 
along  the  heart  from  fundus  to  apex.  which  depression  wholly  disappcarad  in  the 

Section  4 . — ^After  opening  the  pericardium,  

small   triangular  bite  of  white  card  were 

applied  so  as  to  adhere  to  the  left  appendix,  •  •n,^  heart  ceased  to  beat  after  about  three- 

fundus  of  left  ventricle,   middle  of   same  quarters  of  an  hour  of  observation,  owing  to  the 

cTity.  «d  cl»«  to  the  .pex ,  «d  ob«rv.-  a'";,:i?lreS".Uw'^^io'2:  ;*  f^Si 

tion   was    made,    as    m    last    exjienment,  jj^  henlthy ;  the  ventricles  appesied  not  to 

through  rolled  paper,  and  with  like  reaulte.  differ  in  siie. 
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tyUAdf  giving  place  to  an  opposite  state  of  white  was  readily  deteotible;  andtfaeimifbmi 

the  parts,  or  to  a  state  of  convexity  and  result  was,  that  the  apex  approadied  the 

even  of  protrusion  in  the  central  parts.  base  in  systole,  and  receded  again  in  diastole, 

Section  2. — ^The  finger  and  thumb  were  and  the  mean  range  of  osdllatkm  seemed 

then  applied  to  opposite  sides  of  the  ven-  about  one-third  of  an  indi. 

tricles,  and  were  felt  to  be  abruptly  pushed  Section  9. — While  the  heart  still  SfCtod,  bat 

outwards  in  systole,  and  to  approach  each  with  much  diminished  force,  a  cut  was  msde 

other  in  diastole,  if  acted  on  even  slightly  by  in  the  right  auricle,  and  a  copious  flow  of 

the  flexor  muscles,  and  with  marked  depres«  blood  obtained,   having  slight  jets  in  the 

sion    of   the   parietes  in  diastole,    during  anricular  systole,  and  immediately  before 

which  no  sense  of  active  resistance  was  ex-  the  ventricular  hardening,   deratian,    &c. 

perienoed.  but  being  oontinuooa  during  diastole. 

Section  3.^-A  wooden  stethoscope  was  Section  10. — The  ventricles  appeared  not 
then  placed  on  the  ventricles,  and  kept  erect  to  differ  in  sise  on  careful  examination  post- 
by  means  of  a  roll  of  paper  large  enough  to  mortem  cordis, 
give  the  instrument  full  freedom  of  motion,  [To  be  continued.] 

and  the  uniform  result  was,  that,  wheresoerer ^ 

placed  on  the  yentricles,   the  stethoscope  ^^,    „^ ^, ^•.-•^ 

was  heaved  up  with  a  jerk  at  each  systol^  ON    PERICARDITIS. 

(to  the  height  of  h^f  «!  faich  n«ir  the  By  James  Douolas,  A.M. 

fimdos),  and  subsided  at  once  m  diastole,  ' 

causing  in  the  parietes  a  deep  depression,  lecturer  on  Anatomy,  fcc.  ite,* 

sur&oe.  ' 

Section  4.--Totheeye8ndhsndthefandus  jj^  ^lie  following  essay  I  propose,  Ist, 

app^  to  become  round,  hard,  and  de.  .^^^^    ^  ^^^^^  ^^ie  hisuSy  of  acute 

vmted  uid  to  give  unpuke  somewhat  sooner  pericarditis;    2ndly,    to    eiamine    its 

than  the  apex,  as  if  the  systole  was  dere-  t'„^i,^i^,^    *  oa\„    /rx  i^^..i^  :«♦«  u^ 

loped  earUcr  about  the  fu^us  than  at  the  ^^o\o^  ;    3dly,  to  inquire  into  ite 

fr^  extremity  of  the  heart.  ^"^^TA^  ^^}\^  !^?^.i?^  '^  ^^^' 

Section  5.— To  the  fingers,  during  the  °^«?M  Othly,  to  lUustrate  the  preceding 

systole  of  the  ventricles,  a  feeling  was  com-  divisions   by  some    cases,    several    of 

municated,  as  of  sn  undulation  in  a  com-  which  have  occurred  under  mj  own 

pressed  fluid,  very  distinct,  and  directed  observation;  and  lastly,  to  notice  the 

from  fundus  to  apex,  and  resembling  sensa-  consequences  which  result  from  it  when 

tions  familiar  to  clinical  physicians  in  ascites,  chronic,  or  not  immediately  fiitaL 

hydrocele,  &c.  when  properly  percussed.  1.   Pericarditis  is  the  inflammation 

Section  6. — ^Ontoueh^  the  arteries  close  of  the  serous  membrane  which    lines 

to  the  heart,  a  feeling  as  of  efllux  and  reflux  the  fibrous  sac  of  the  pericardium,  and 

was  very  distinct,  especially  in  the  aorta;  covers  the  heart  and   origins   of  the 

the  former  coinciding  with  the  systole  of  the  jp-g^t  vessels.     It  may  be  either  acute 

yentricles;  tta»  latter  witii  the  diastole.    At  g,  chronic.       Such  is   the  definition 

the  nme  moment  with  the  outward  current  •  ^^  y^    Laennec. 

IhS'  I  ;•  '^-  ^^"^  ^  1~*T^  Pericarditis  comes  on,  like  other  in- 
^pl^'cJrr:iA^  flammatory  attacks,  generally  ^^^ 
Tsiiilar  eccentric  movement  was  observed  fevensh  paroxvsm,  coldness  and  shiver- 
over  the  arterial  openings  during  the  reflux  "^K»  followed  by  heat,  and  afterwards 
current-  or  undulation  in  the  vessels,  or  oy  B.  moist  state  of  the  skm,  which 
during  ventricular  diastole.  ordinarily  persists  throughout  the  pro- 
Section  7.— The  sinuses  of  the  auricles  gress  of  the  case.  Sometimes  the 
were  found  by  the  touch  to  contract  vigo-  pulse  is  frequent,  full,  strong,  and 
Tously,  before  tiie  ventricles  considerably,  regular,  accompanied  by  heat  and 
and  even  before  the  shrinking,  &c.,  or  systole  moisture  of  the  skin  ;  sometimes,  on 
of  the  appendices.  the  other  hand,  it  is  small,  unequal, 
Section  8. — Small  triangular  pieces  of  irregular,  and  very  quick,  while  the 
white  oard  were  made  to  adhere  to  the  fimdus  gkin  ig  hot  and  dry.  Sometimes,  in 
and  apex  cordis  respecthrdy,  and  observa-  connection  with  this  latter  set  of  symp- 
tion  was  made  through  a  roll  of  paper  ^^^18,  the  extremities  become  cold,  and 
Mfficieut^laigetotate m  at  a  convenient  „g  covered  with  a  cold  sweat,  as  in 
distance  both  extremities  of  the  organ,  and  r  faintino- 

held  BO  that  each  white  object  rested  on  a    ^^^  ^^  tainting. ^ 

distinct  Umb  of  the  tube's  mouth,  and  every  •  ^^  |,efore  the  Glasgow  Medical  Society, 

change  of  distance  between  the  pomts  dotted  nth  March,  1840. 
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There  exists  sometimes  a  dyspnoea,  may  not  be  inflamed ;  and  in  both 
or  insufferable  feeling  of  oppression ;  cases  there  is  a  secreting  sac,  inflamed 
the  patient  cannot  lie  still,  but  is  in  a  in  all  cases  of  pericarditis,  and  in  all 
constant  state  of  jactitation,  as  if  unable  cases  of  acute  rheumatism.  The  syno- 
to  get  breath ;  the  face  is  pale,  the  vial  membranes  are  well  known  to  be 
features  are  contracted,  and  wear  a  very  similar  in  structure  to  the  serous 
most  anxious  expression ;  sometimes  ones,  and  sympathize  strongly  with 
there  are  twitchings  or  spasms  of  the  them ;  as,  for  instance,  we  have  some- 
muscles  of  the  feuce,  occasionally  putting  times  synovitis  following  upon  perito- 
on  the  appearance  which  has  been  nitis,  or  accompanying^  pleuritis,  and 
cslled  the  sardonic  grin.  When  the  both  caused  frequently  by  inflam- 
dyspnoea  is  carried  to  the  last  "degree,  mation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
the  movements  exhibit  all  the  marks  reins,  which  is  itself  a  serous  mem- 
of  forced  respiration,  the  nostrils  being  brane.  Bouillaud  considers  that  one 
dilated,  the  inspirations  short,  frequent,  half  of  the  subj  ects  of  acute  rheumatism 
and  constrained,  as  in  pleurisy ;  some-  have  pericarditis.  When  the  pericar- 
times  delirium,  sometimes  msomno-  ditis  comes  on,  and  the  rheumatism 
lence,  sometimes  convulsions,  more  or  continues,  we  would  say  it  is  certainly 
less  general,  are  superadded.  When  an  extension  of  the  disease  {  and  when 
the  disease  continues  for  some  days  the  rheumatism  ceases  as  the  pericar- 
before  terminating  in  death,  the  face  ditis  commences,  many  callitametas- 
becomes  pale  and  livid,  and  the  Umbs  tasis.  But  is  there  a  real  metastasis  P 
become  anasarcons,  as  we  see  in  most  Does  the  inflammation  leave  the  joint 
cases  of  obstructed  circulation,  from  to  attack  the  pericardium?  ordpe^it 
whatever  cause.  not  leave  the  joint  htemue  it  htu  attack- 

F&in  is  not  a  constant  attendant  on  ed  the  pericardium  ?    This  is  still  a 

pericarditis.     When  it  does  exist,  it  disjputea  question, 

generally  comes  in  sharp  darting  pa-  PericaroitiB   may    follow  traumatic 

roxysms,  striking  through  the  region  inflammation  of  a  joint  also,  as  will  be 

of  the  heart  to  the  back  $    but  very  shewn  by  a  case  in  the  sequel.    It  has 

often  the  only  uneasiness  complained  also  been  known  to  follow  scarlet  fever, 

of  is  a  sense  of  weight  at  the  heart,  and  and  the  suppression  of  cutaneous  erup- 

sometimes,   particularly    in    cases    of  tions.    According  to  the  statement  of 

rheumatism,  the  pericarditis   is  alto-  Bouillaud,  persons  between  the  ages  of 

gether  latent.  10  and  30  are  the  most  liable  to  its 

Death  from  pericarditis  takes  place  attacks, 

either  from  syncope,  brought  on  by  2.  Acute  inflammation  of  the  peri- 

the  obstacle  to  the  neart's  action,  pro-  cardium,  like  that  of  all  similar  mem- 

duced  by  the  liquid  efiiision,  or  aohe-  branes,  is  characterised  by  redness  of 

sions,  or  it  is  caused  by  the  wearing  its  surface,  by  eflusion  of  coagulable 

out  oi^  exhaustion  of  nervous  energy,  lymph,  and  by  the  pouring  out  of  a 

met  with  in  all  cases  of  long-continued  serous,  sero-sanguineous,  or  sero-puru- 

Bcute  inflammation.  lent  fluid. 

If  resolution  take  place,  a  gradual  The  redness  is  almost  always  slight 
amelioration  of  the  symptoms  occurs ;  in  the  acute  disease,  and  seldom  per- 
but  as  the  cure  must  almost  necessarily  vades  the  whole  of  the  inflamed  portion, 
beby  adhesion  of  the  inflamed  surfaces.  It  is  not  formed  by  distinct  vascular 
a  degree  of  impediment  to  the  heart's  ramifications,  but  is  mostly  in  dots,  as 
action  generally  remains,  which  is  very  is  seen  also  in  acute  inflammations  of 
apt,  in  the  long  run,  -  to  give  rise  to  the  other  serous,  and  in  sjmovial  mem- 
hypertrophy,  branes,    when   inspected  in  the  first 

The  causes  of  pericarditis  are,  ex-  stage.      Scarcely  ever  does  it  happen 

posure   to  cold,   curect  violence,  such  that  we  see  the  pericardium  in  thift 

as  fracture  of  the  sternum  or  ribs  of  stage  of  inflammation,  for  the  efiuaion 

the   left  side,  and  what  is  still  more  oflymphcomeson  very  early,  and  then 

common,  the  extension  or  metastasis  the  vascular  mottling  is  discoverable 

of  rlieumatic  inflammation.    The  simi-  only  by  peeling  off  the  false  membranes, 

larity  of  structure  in  the  joints  and  or  where  we  see  it  in  the  interstices 

perioBxdium  is  the  cause  of  this  exten-  between  them.      The   pericardium  ia 

sion  or  metastasis.    In  both  cases  there  rarel]r  if  ever  thickened  ;  what  has  been 

is  a  fibrous  membrane,  which  may  or  described  as  thickening  has  generally 
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been  a  deposit  of  lymph  on  its  surfacci  child.     The  pevicaidium  contained  a 

which  has  Decome  organised,  and  in  a  lar^  quantity  of  muddy  serum,  by 

manner  incorporated  with  it.  which  the  surfoces  were  widely  separ 

Very  soon  after  the  increased  vascu-  rated ;  they  are  seen  covered  with 
larity  which  constitutes  inflammation  lymph,  and  have,  evidently,  never  been 
has  occurred,  the  overcharged  vessels  adherent.  The  drawing  which  I  took 
pour  out  their  pale  straw-coloured  of  this  case,  when  recent,  exhibits  the 
iibrine,  which  speedily  becomes  coagu-  l3anph  in  patches,  with  the  vascularity 
lated  on  the  surface  of  the  membrane,  of  the  membrane  appearing  in  the  in- 
obscuring  the  redness,  and  taking  on  tervab  between  them, 
various  irregular  forms.  Grenerally  The  serum  is  sometimes  transparent, 
fibrine  and  serum  are  secreted  toother,  of  a  fioint  greenish  yellow,  or  f&vn 
and  the  former  coagulates  while  the  colour;  but  more  generally  it  a 
latter  remains  fluid.  The  coagulum  of  opaque  and  milky,  or  containing  shmli 
flbrine  varies  much  in  thickness,  but  or  flakes  of  imperfectly  concrete  lymph 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  fourth  of  an  floating  in  it.  Dr.  Hope  Ba3r8  thin 
inch  may  be  considered  as  the  medium,  mixture  of  lymph  is  rarely  seen  ;  but 
It  does  not  in  general  present  a  smooth  in  the  cases  which  have  occurred  to  me, 
or  even  surface,  as  the  false  membrane  it  has  been  almost  always  present 
in  pleurisy  does,  but  is  rough,  and  has  Its  quantity  varies  from  a  couple 
a  multitude  of  irregular  prominences,  of  ounces  to  a  pint,  or  even  more. 
These  are  sometimes  like  the  surface  of  Sometimes  the  eflfusion  is  hiemor- 
a  honeycomb,  or  like  the  second  sto-  rhagic,  such  as  is  occasionally  seen  in 
mach  of  a  calf;  sometimes,  though  pleuritis,  and  then,  of  course,  its 
rarely,  in  detached  lumps ;  sometimes  colour  is  a  more  or  less  deep  red. 
like  a  pustular  eruption,  whence  it  has  The  quantity  of  the  emuion  may 
been  absurdly  stated  that  small*pox  become  so  great  as  materially  to  im- 
has  been  seen  in  the  pericardium  ;  pede  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  pro- 
occasionally  it  hangs  in  shreds  like  duce  fiaital  syncope ;  but  generally  it, 
tow,  and  in  other  cases  is  marked  with  after  a  time,  becomes  absorbed,  and 
undulating  lines,  like  the  sand  on  the  then  the  false  membranes  adhere,  and 
sea  shore.  Generally  it  has  the  appear*  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium  becomes 
ance  produced  by  separating  two  slabs  obliterated.  Sometimes  the  felse 
covered  with  lard,  presenting  numerous  membranes  become  organised,  and  a 
prominences  and  depressions,  caused,  continual  balanced  process  of  efiusion 
of  course,  by  the  friction  of  the  surfaces  and  absorption  goes  on,  the  fluid  grado- 
covered  with  the  soft  exudation.  When  ally  changing  its  character,  so  as  to  be- 
the  lymph  becomes  old,  it  occasionally  come  senvpurulent,  and  the  patient 
puts  on  a  darker  colour,  and  becomes  dies  of  irritation.  It  is  said  that  true 
even  of  a  brownish  red.  In  such  cases,  pus  is  scarcely  ever  found  in  the  p^- 
where  not  adherent,  there  is  usually  cardium,  probably  because  the  intense 
secreted  a  bloody  serum.  irritation  carries  off  the  patient  before 

If  no  fluid  be  efiused,  or  that  which  the  suppurative  process  becomes  fairly 

has   been    efiused  becomes  absorbed,  establisned. 

then  the  parietal  and  cardiac  layers  Sometimes  we  And  that  lymph  ha.<« 

come  into   contact,  and  adhere.     By  been  effused  from  many  points  of  the 

and  by,  the  medium  of  adhesion  has  serous  surfaces,  producing  adhesions^ 

vessels  shooting  into  it,  and  becomes  and  that  while  these  are  still  soft,  serum 

organised ;  it  now  puts  on  the  appear-  is  poured  out  from  those  parts  of  the 

ance  of  cellular  membrane,  its  thick-  surfiices  which  are  non-aaherent,  and 

ness  in  a  great  measure  disappears,  and  by  its  accumulation  the  axUiesions  be- 

if  an  opportunity  of  inspection  occur  come  elongated, 

some  years  after,  the  layers  are  found  In  some  cases  the  inflammation  of 

completely  blended  into  one.  the  investing  membrane  extends  to  the 

In  most  cases,  an  effusion  of  serum  muscular  substance  of  the  heart,  pro- 
accompanies  that  of  coagulable  lymph,  ducing  what  is  properly  called  cainitis. 
The  surfaces  are  thus  prevented  from  Of  this  affection  it  is  not  at  present  my 
adhering,  and  become  separated,  and,  if  intention  to  speak ;  suffice  it  to  sayi 
inspected  in  this  stage,  will  be  found  that  in  such  cases  the  colour  of  the 
smooth.  A  preparation  on  the  table  muscular  substance  will  be  much  dee))- 
exhibits  this ;   it  was   taken  from  a  ened  for  a  part  of  its  thickness  ex- 
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teriorly,  if  the  case  be  recent;  and  have  phenomena  perceptible  by  the 

will  be  paler  than  natural,  if  so  chro-  hand,  and  phenomena  perceptible  by 

nic  that  lymph  have  been  effused,  or  the  ear. 

it  have  become  firmer  than  in  the  In  the  natural  state  of  serous  mem- 
healthy  state.  More  frequently  the  branes,  the  gliding  of  one  surface  over 
lining  membrane  of  the  heart  also  be-  another  meets  with  no  opposition,  and 
comes  inflamed,  in  virtue  of  that  sym-  is  not  accompanied  by  any  sound ;  but 
pathy  by  which  all  the  serous  mem-  when,  from  the  efiusion  of  lymph,  these 
branes  are  so  linked  together.  The  sur&ces  become  roughened,  we  have 
membrane  assumes  a  red  instead  of  a  sounds  produced  by  the  friction,  and 
jrellow  colour,  and  sometimes  lymph  vibrations  communicated  to  the  surface, 
18  efl^ed,  putting  on  the  form  of  vege-  often  perceptible  to  the  hand.  The 
tations,  or,  at  least,  rendering  the  mem-  motion  of  ascent  and  descent  of  the 
brane  opaque,  which  is  naturally  trans-  lung  is  inaudible  in  the  healthy  smooth 
parent  I  had  several  specimens  of  state  of  the  jpleura,  but  a  friction-sound 
this  opacity  of  the  endocardium,  but  is  generated  in  dry  pleurisy ;  and  in  the 
the  appearance  is  lost  by  the  opacity  same  manner  the  efiusion  of  lymph 
given  to  the  healthy  membrane  by  the  on  the  internal  sur£Eu:e  of  the  pericar- 
spirits.  dium  is  rendered  obvious  to  the  senses 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  peri-  both  of  touch  and  hearing, 

cardium  is  subjeet  to  either  ulceration  The  friction-sound  is  ahoays  double^ 

or  ganfi;rene.  accompanying  both    the  systole  and 

3.  The  diagnosis  of  pericarditis  is  the  diastole  ot  the  ventricles;  but  varies 
point  where  practitioners,  till  of  late  considerably  in  its  character.  In  some 
years,  were  most  at  fault.  When  dis-  cases  there  is  a  rasping-sound,  like  that 
covered,  it  is  as  amenable  to  treatment  heard  in  the  worst  cases  of  ossification 
as  other  membranous  inflammations ;  of  the  valves ;  in  some  it  has  the  creak- 
but  when  latent,  it  was  of  course  allowed  ing  of  new  leather ;  in  others  it  is  soft, 
todestroythepatient,  without  ever  being  and  similar  to  the  bellows-murmur, 
put  in  check.  The  general  symptoms  but  in  all  it  is  doMe^  and  quite  smpet'- 
wliich  have  been  mentioned  above,  in  JUAal.  The  rubbing  sound  varies  in 
the  history  of  the  disease,  are  plainly  character  on  difierent  days,  and  is 
those  of  all  thoracic  inflammations ;  much  modified  by  the  eflfects  of  treat- 
and  though  from  some  of  them,  in  ment.  After  a  free  appUcation  of 
some  cases,  pericarditis  might  be  leeches,  the  sounds  are  often  speedily 
guessed  at,  none  of  them  could  be  de-  and  singularly  changed,  passing  from 
pended  on  with  certainty.  M.  Collin,  a  very  loud  rasping  to  a  soft  bellows- 
in  1823,  in  his  Manual  on  the  Explora-  murmur,  with  complete  disappearance 
tion  of  the  Chest,  pointed  out  the  of  the  feeling  of  friction.  Further,  it 
"  leather  creak,"  as  he  called  it,  as  a  is  an  important  element  in  the  stetho- 
diaj^ostic  mark  of  pericarditis.  Laen-  scopic  diagnosis,  that  the  .  friction- 
nec  had  thought  this  sign  valueless,  for  sound  is  audible  only  over  the  heart, 
in  his  treatise  it  is  not  even  mentioned,  and  is  lost  on  moving  the  instrument 
For  ten  years  this  si^  lay  dormant,  if  one  or  two  inches  away  from  it.  The 
I  may  so  speak,  and  if  we  except  a  no-  extent  over  which  the  sound  is  heard 
tice  in  Broussais's  Pathological  Com-  varies  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
mentaries,  which  attracted  no  notice,  it  pericardium  which  is  inflamed ;  some- 
was  only  in  1833  that  the  attention  of  times  it  is  heard  only  over  a  small  por- 
the  profession  was  called  to  it,  by  Dr.  tion  of  the  heart's  surface ;  more  com- 
Stokes,  of  Dublin,  who  has  the  merit  monly  over  the  whole ;  and  sometimes, 
of  almost  re-discovering  it,  at  least  of  on  diflferent  days,  it  may  be  distinctly 
pointing  out  its  almost  universal  appli-  traced  extending, 
cation.  I  will  now  give  a  short  abstract  If  adhesions  of  the  inflamed  surfaces 
of  the  remarks  which  he  has  appended  takes  place,  of  course  the  sound  disap- 
to  his  cases,  in  the  Dublin  Journal  for  pears,  when  the  sur&ces  no  longer 
September,  1833.  move  on  one  another.  But  the  friction- 

The  direct  diagnosis  of  pericarditis  sounds  may  disappear   from  another 

is  formed  on  the  observation  of  certain  cause,  vi2.   the  effusion  of  fluid  sepa- 

phenomena  produced  by  the  morbid  rating  the  rough  sur&ces.  In  this  case, 

condition  of  the  serous  surface  of  the  the  region  of  the  heart  will  be  more 

pericardium,  which  are  twofold;  we  dull  ttmn  natural  on  percussion;  and  if 
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the  treatment  have  the  effect  of  cau8«  rapidly  modified  by  direct  antaphlo- 

ing  {Sorption  of  the  fluid,  then  the  gistic  treatment 
friction -sound  will  re'api>ear  on  the       lO.Thatbvobaeryingtheprogveisand 

rough  surfaces  coming  again  into  con-  mutations  of  these  sij^ns,  we  can  trace 

contact.    When,  however,  the  eflusion  the  progress  of  organization,  or  of  ohli- 

is  moderate,  the  friction-sound   does  teration    of    the    pericardiac   cavity, 

not  disappear  over  the  whole  heart,  judge  of  the  effects  of  treatment,  and 

but  only  towards  the  apex,  the  rough  accurately  ascertain  the  exact  state  of 

surfaces  remaining  in  contact  towards  the  pericardium, 
the  base  of  the  heart.  11.  That  hence,  ausenltatum  is  of 

After  the  sur&ces  have  completely  direet  use  in  pericarditis;  and  that  the 

adhered,  and  the  disease  has  amved  at  diagnosis  no  longer  rests  on  ««^we 

the  only  cure  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  signs." 
a    beUows-murmur   often    continues,  (TobecoBtiniied.] 

quite  different  from  the  previous  fric- 

tion-sound.    Sometimes  this  deoends  cases  and  observations 

on    mnammation    of  the   membrane 

lining  the  heart,  or  endocarditis;  but  illuptbatitb or thb 

Sarif  L' SS' ^itf  MERCURIXLTREATMENTOPSOME 
motion  produced   by   the  adhesions.      FORMS  OF  INCIPIENT  PHTHISIS 
This  obstruction  seems  to  excite  greater  PULMONALIS. 

efforts,  which  generally  terminate  in  «^  ,,         ,,_ 

hypertrophy.  Bt  William  Munk,  M.D., 

f  will  now  finish  what  I  have  to  say      Fhyticiui  to  the  Tower  Hamleto  Dtepanuy. 
of  the  diagnosis,  by  transcribing  Dr. 

Stokes's  conclusions,  or  the   general  IForthe Medical GaxeiieJ} 

results  of  his  researches.  .._ 

**  1.  Tliat   in  cases  of   pericarditis 

with  effusion  of  lymph,  the  rubbing  of  The  idea  of  employing  mercury  aa  a 

thetworoughenedsunacescausessounds  curative  agent  in  the  early  atajge  of 

perceptible  to  the  ear,  and  communi-'  some  forms  of  phthisis  pulmonalia,  oc- 

cable  to  the  hand,  by  which  the  dis-  curred,  we   are  informed,  about  the 

ease  may  be  readily  recognised,  even  same  time,  and  without  any   mutual 

when  all  other  symptoms  are  absent.  communication,  to  three  of  the  most 

2.  That  the  more  rough  the  serous  distinfi:ui8hed  physicians  of  the  Irish 
membrane  is,  the  more  distinct  will  capital.  These  were,  Sir  Henry  Marsh, 
these  signs  wiU  be.  Dr.  Graves,  and  Dr.  William  Stokes. 

3.  Iliat  those  sounds  accompany  The  two  latter  of  these  gentlemen  have 
the  two  sounds  of  the  heart,  in  ahnoet  laid  before  the  public  some  of  their 
all  cases.  earlier  experience  on  this  intereKng 

4  That  they  are  audible,  generally,  subject.      The     first    communication 

only  over  the  region  of  the  heart  which  appeared  was  from  Dr.  Graves, 

5.  That  they  present  themselves  with  and  is  contained  in  his  published  clini- 
various  modifications  of  character,  but  cal  lectures,  whilst  the  experience  of 
often  resemble  the  sounds  of  extreme  Dr.  Stokes  will  be  found  detailed  in  his 
valvular  disease.  excellent  treatise  on  the  Diaffnosis  and 

6.  That  they  are  most  distinct  when  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest, 
the  region  of  the  heart  continues  with  The  results  of  this  practice  in  the  hands 
its  natural  sound  on  percussion ;  but  of  Sir  Henry  Marsh  are  not,  so  iar  as 
that  the  existence  of  ^d  does  not  ne-  we  know,  yet  before  the  profession, 
cessarily  imply  their  complete  subsi-  Dr.  Corrigan,  more  recenti^,  in  a  very 
dence.  interesting  lecture,  has  pomted  out  the 

7.  That  they  may  re-appear  after  the  class  of  cases,  and  the  stage,  in  whidi 
absorption  of  fluids  from  the  bag  of  this  mode  of  treatment  is  admissible. 
the  pericardium,  or  from  the  new  super-        Before  entering  further  on  the  sub- 
vention of  inflammation.  ject,  it  may  be  well  to  ^ve  a  sketch  of 

8w  That  the  sounds   may  continue  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to 

when  the  sense  of  rubbing  is  no  longer  this  mode  of  treatment,  and,  in.so  domg, 

perceptible  by  the  hand.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  woida  of 

9.  That   they    are  nngalarly  and  Dr.  Graves,  offenng  no  apology  for  the 
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length  of  the  quotation,  the  interest  this  discovery.     About  two  or  three 

attaching  to  the  subject  seeming   to  months  before  Br.  O'Beime  made  his 

me  a  sufficient  reason  for  so  long  an  discovery  public,  I  had  translated  for 

extract.    After  speaking  of  the  effects  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal  a  paper 

of  mercury  in  some  inflammatory  affec-  from  a  German  author  on  the  use  of 

tions  of  the  joints,  and  in  some  forms  corrosive  sublimate  baths  in  the  treat- 

of  inflammation  of  mucous  membranes,  ment    of    white    swelling,     and    Dr. 

the  Queen's  Professor  goes  on  to  say,  O'Beime  states  that  the  publication  of 

"  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  plan  I  have  this  paper  gave  him  courage  at  the 

adopted  within  the  last  year,  in  the  time  m  pursuing  apian  of  treatment  so 

treatmentof  certain  diseases  of  the  lung,  much  at  variance  with  the  opinions  of 

and  on  which  I  shall  make  a  few  ob-  the  day.     I  published  this  paper,  how- 

servations,  as  it  has  not  been  spoken  ever,  at  the  time,  merely  as  a  curiosity ; 

of  by  those  who  treat  of  the  cure  of  it  was  a  novelty  in  practice,  of  which  T 

pulmonary  aflections.     I  must  here  in  had  no  experience,  and  could  not  ofler 

justice    confess  that  the  idea  of  this  any  explanation.     This  was  reserved 

plan  of  treatment  is  not  solely  mine,  for  Dr.  O'Beime.       He  has  shown  in 

but  was  founded  on  an  analogy  derived  his  memoir  on  the  subject,  that  if  you 

from  the  researches  and  experiments  give  merciuy  so  as  to  aflect  the  system 

of  Dr.  O'Beime,  on  scrofulous  inflam-  rapidly,  you  will  frequently  succeed'  in 

mation  of  the  joints.     An  extensive  curing  the  disease,  particularly  in  the 

experience  and  deep  reflection  flrst  led  commencement.    From  this  I  was  led 

Dr.  O'Beime  to  think  that  the  acute  by  analogy  to  apply  the  same  principle 

stage  of  scrofulous  inflammation  of  the  of  treatment    to  incipient    scrofulous 

hip  and  knee  joints   might  be  made  inflammation  of  the  lun^,  and  I  think 

amenable  to  active  and  energetic  treat-  I  have  often  succeeded  in  checking  at 

ment ;  in  other  words,  that  inflamma-  once  this  most  formidable  of  human 

tory  aflections  of  the  joints,    which  maladies*." 

terminate  in  some  of  the  worst  and  The  results  of  this  practice,  as- 
most  fatal  forms  of  disease,  namely,  hitherto  published,  are  as  follow.  Dr. 
morbus  coxee  and  white  swelling,  might  Graves  states  in  general  terms  that  he 
be  checked  in  limine^  and  before  the  could  mention  many  cases  which  have 
stage  of  hopeless  ulceration  was  esta-  been  treated  successfully  on  this  plan, 
blistied.  He,  therefore,  proceeded  and  then  proceeds  to  particularize  three 
boldly  and  at  once  to  try  whether  the  in  which  its  action  was  manifestly 
disease  might  not  be  arrested  in  the  curative.  It  failed,  however,  in  two 
commencement  by  rapid  mercurializa-  cases  in  which  he  had  confidently  ex- 
tion.  Observe,  gentlemen,  the  idea  pected  benefit.  Dr.  Stokes  mentions 
was  completely  new ;  it  had  never  oc-  six  cases  in  which  he  made  trial  of  the 
curred  to  any  other  person,  and  was  mercurial  treatment.  In  two  of  these 
diametrically  opx)osed  to  the  theories  of  a  permanent  recovery  ensued.  In  two, 
the  day.  The  prevailing  opinion  on  this  temporary,  though  well>marked  relief, 
subject  was,  that  mercury  was  inadmis-  was  experienced.  In  one  instance  it 
sible,  and  could  only  produce  mischief  in  was  useless,  and  in  another  the  medi- 
persons  of  scrofulous  diathesis.  Every  cine  manifestly  disagreed.  Dr.  Corri- 
one  said,  do  not  give  mercury  in  such  gan  narrates  but  one  case,  yet  this  is 
a  case,  it  exasperates  scrofula ;  it  even  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  treatment, 
brings  on  scrofula  in  many  instances  for  the  patient  speedily  recovered, 
where  there  had  been  no  appearance  Exclusive,  then,  of  the  experience  of 
of  it  previously.  You  can  do  no  eood  Sir  Henry  Marsh,  who  is  reported  by 
*with  it,  but  may  do  infinite  mischief.  Dr."  Graves  to  have  found  this  mode  of 
Dr.  O'Beime,  however,  knew  the  dif-  treatment  beneficial,  there  are  for 
ference  between  the  proper  and  im-  reference  twelve  cases.  In  six  of 
proper  exhibition  of  mercury — ^between  these  a  cure  resulted,  in  two  considera- 
mereurializinff  the  patient  at  once  ble  benefit,  in  three  it  was  useless,  and 
and  fully,  ana  then  stopping,  and  the  in  one  the  medicine  disagreed^ 
pernicious  custom  of  giving  long  and  Small  as  is  this  experience  when  nu- 
irregular  courses  of  mercury.  He  tried  merically  considered,  and  insufficient 
the  remedy,  and  succeeded,  and  the  as  to  the  decision  of  a  point  so  com-* 

surgeons  of  Europe  have  justly  appre-  — 

dated  the  value  and  importance   of  •  Lokoow  Medical  Gasottb,  toI.  xx,  p.  sag. 
672.— xxTii.  I 
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pletdy  at  variance  with  the  doctrines  and  well  marked  |  its  immediate  excil* 

of  the  schools,  it  neyertheless  appears  ing  cause  clearly  ascertainahle,  being 

to  ns  that  the  evidence  ahove  adduced,  in  general  owing  to  the  application  of 

coming  as  it  does  from  persons  so  well  some  of  the  common  causes  of  inflam- 

qualified  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  mation;  or  it  originates,  as  do  other 

snhject,  has  attracted  far  less  of  atten-  local  inflammatory  affections,  during 

tion  than  its  intrinsic  importance  legi-  the  course  of  fever,  of  the  exanthemata, 

timatelv  demands :  out  of  twelve  cases  influenza,  &c.   The  phenomena  attend- 

of   a   disrase    so   uniformly  fatal  as  ing  it  are  those  which  point  to  a  lesion 

phthisis,  there  have,  under  a  new  and  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane, 

peculiar  mode  of  treatment,  been  six  pulmonary  parenchyma,  or,  as  is  most 

cures.     This  will  probably  to  many  frequently  tne  case,  the  two  combined; 

Eersons  be  a  startling  assertion ;  and  I  that  lesion  being  evidently  inflamma- 

ave  therefore,  before  maldng  it,  been  tory  in  its  character,  as  evidenced  by 

carefiil  to  state  distinctly  from  what  pyrexia,  and  by  the  existence  of  the 

sources  the  information  nas  been  de-  pnysical  s^^s  and  general  symptoms 

rived.  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

On  investigating  the  pathological  The  disease,  in  its  most  frequent 
condition  to  ^mich  the  observations  of  form,  commences  after  the  manner  of  a 
the  authors  above  ouoted  refer,  we  common  catarrh.  The  patient  having 
shall  find  that  conclusions  as  to  its  been  exposed  to  moisture,  or  a  low 
nature  and  seat  must  be  based  almost  temperature,  often  the  two  combined, 
wholly  on  the  general  symptoms  and  experiences  a  sensation  of  chilliness, 
physical  signs ;  post-mortem  examina*  wmch  may  augment  to  actual  rigors, 
tions  serving  our  purpose  but  littie.  These  are  attended  by  languor,  and 
inasmuch  as  few  cases  prove  fatal  at  indisposition  to  bodily  or  mental  exer- 
this  period  of  itf  course.  These  cir-  tion,  pains  about  the  back,  and  aching 
cumstances  combined  make  necessary  of  the  Umbs ;  to  which  succeed  heat  of 
a  large  amount  of  observations  before  skin,  increased  freouency  and  strength 
any  certain  conclusions  can  be  ob-  of  pulse,  thirst,  ana  a  more  or  less  nn- 
tained ;  and  they  tend,  in  no  inconsi-  natural  appearance  of  the  tongue.  T^ 
derable  degree,  to  render  doubtful  to  respiratory  organs  evidence  disorder ; 
many  members  of  the'  profession  the  the  voice  becomes  somewhat  altered ; 
opimons  maintained  by  those  who  irritation  is  perceived  about  the  larynx, 
have  given  attention  to  the  subject,  giving  rise  to  frequent  dry  and  irrita- 
whilst  they  no  less  cause  the  treatment  tive  cou^h.  As  the  case  proceeds 
pursued,  and  the  success  which  is  soreness  is  experienced  beneath  the 
stated  to  have  resulted  therefrom,  to  be  sternum,  a  sense  of  tightness  across 
regarded  with  some  degree  of  suspi-  the  thorax;  more  fr^uent  cough, 
eion.  This  is,  perhaps,  but  an  illus-  which  either  then,  or  within  a  tmnt 
tration  of  that  sidutary  caution  which,  period,  is  accompanied  by  expectora- 
within  certain  hmits,  should  mark  our  tion,  at  first  of  a  watery,  sahne,  and 
conduct  in  reference  to  new  views  and  irritating  character,  but  which  soon 
novel  modes  of  practice  hence  derived,  mellows  down  into  a  clear,  tasteless, 
more  especially  when,  as  in  cases  like  viscid  fluid,  scanty  in  quantity,  and 
the  present,  many  of  the  arguments  expelled  with  some  difficulty.  In  other 
are  <feduced  from  negative  rather  than  cases  the  expectoration  presents  cha- 
from  positive  facts.  racters  different  from  those  just  men- 
The  form  of  disease  now  under  con-  tioned ;  it  is  more  abundant,  brought 
sideration  very  commonly  attacks  indi-  up  with  ease,  and,  in  lieu  of  being  clear 
viduals  in  tolerable  or  even  apparentiy  and  tasteless,  is  opaque,  sweetish,  and 
perfect  health,  although,  if  their  pre-  pus-like.  These  symptoms  individn- 
vious  state  be  minutely  investigateo,  it  ally  or  collectively  may  be  more  or  less 
win,  I  believe,  in  such  instances,  be  severe ;  they  do  not,  in  the  majority  of 
found  that  there  exist  more  or  fewer  instances,  arrive  at  such  a  height  as  to 
indications  of  deterioration  of  habit,  in  induce  the  individual  to  place  himself 
the  shape  of  scrofulous  cachexia — ^whe-  at  this  period  imder  mediod  care.  The 
ther  that  be  of  hereditary  origin,  or  indisposition  is  looked  upon  as  a  corn- 
has  been  acquired  by  error  in  some  of  mon  cold,  perhaps  more  than  ordina- 
the  non-nati^als.  Its  commencement  rily  severe.  Yet  it  is  subjected  at  this 
is,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  sudden  time   to    domestic     remedies    alone. 
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Shocdd  the  jiraetitioiier,  however,  have  motion  can  be  obtained  fhmi  percua- 
an  opportunity  of  examining  a  case  at  sion  during  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
this  period,  he  will  find  modified  bron-  disease,  the  chest  then  sounding  per- 
chitic  rdles  oyer  more  or  fewer  parts  of  fectly  welL  As  the  case,  however, 
the  chest,  existing  perhaps  only,  or  at  advances,  more  or  less  dulness  is  per- 
any  rate  greatly  preponderating,  in  the  ceived ;  and  when  this  occurs,  the 
apex  of  one  or  both  lungs.  After  con-  active  auscultatory  signs  undeigo  a 
tinning  for  an  uncertain  period  these  corresj^ndin^  modification.  At  first 
symptoms  undergo  modification ;  some  there  is  an  increase  in  duration  and 
may  altogether  disappear ;  but  in  gene-  intensity  of  the  expiratory  sound,  £[iv- 
ral  a  diminution  of  severi^  is  alone  ing  to  tne  whole  respiration  a  sensation 
experienced.  The  patient  nom  hence  of  greater  roughness :  this  increasing, 
flatters  himself  that  he  is  improving ;  passes  onwards  into  well-marked  bron- 
but  the  speedy  addition  to  the  cate^ry  chial  respiration,  coincident  with  which 
of  symptoms  of  no  mean  import,  dispel  there  is  bronchophony  and  bronchial 
the  illusion,  excite  fears  as  to  the  m-  cough.  It  were  usdess  to  trace  these 
disposition,  and  cause  him  then  to  seek  cases  further :  tubercular  matter  has 
professional  advice.  There  is  emacia-  now  been  deposited  in  considerable 
tion  and  loss  of  strength ;  the  pheno-  quantity,  the  case  is  one  of  confirmed 
mena  of  common  pyrexia  merge  mto  or  phthisis,  and  the  period  for  the  employ- 
are  changed  for  those  of  hectic,  among  ment  of  mercury  nas  passed, 
the  symptoms  of  which  rapidity  of  pulse  Such  will  be  found  the  commence- 
and  morning  perspirations  will  be  round  ment  and  course  of  many  of  the  cases 
the  most  marked.  There  is  severe  and  of  phthisis  which  are  amenable  to  mer- 
harassing  cough,  with  or  without  a  cury  in  their  earlier  stages.  Some- 
viscid  purulent  expectoration,  consi-  times,  however,  the  disease  takes  its 
denible  hurry  of  respiration,  shooting  origin  in  a  severe  and  universal  bron- 
pains  about  the  shoulders,  disturbed  chitis,  which  at  once  calls  for  medical 
and  sleepless  nights.  The  stethoscopic  interference  and  for  active  treatment, 
signs  at  this  period  consist  of  a  minute  There  is  here  great  feverishness,  consi- 
and  clear  mucous  rhonchus,  more  pro-  derable  embamssment  of  respiration, 
perly,  perha])6,  designated  by  the  term  and  intense  bronchial  rattles  over  the 
muco-  or  sub-crepitant,  and  existing  whole  chest.  General  and  local  blood- 
<mly  in  the  superior  portions  of  the  letting,  with  tartar  emetic,  seem  to  be 
lung.  In  other  cases  tnere  is  heard  at  here  clearly  indicated ;  and  although 
this  part  of  the  chest  a  modification  of  it  be  found  in  the  sequel  that  these 
the  normal  respiratory  sound,  which,  measures  are  not  so  well  borne  as  the 
when  once  ^stinguished,  can  never  symptoms  would  have  led  us  to  ex- 
alterwsu^  be  mistcJcen,  but  the  de-  pec(^  still  from  their  employment 
acription  of  which  in  words,  as  of  most  the  patient  derives  consideraole  relief, 
other  sensations,  is  a  task  of  difficulty.  The  activity  of  the  disease  is  broken. 
The  respiratory  murmur  is  here  some-  the  fever  is  diminished,  the  respiratory 
what  modified,  scarcely  if  at  all  dimi-  oppression  relieved,  and  the  bronchied 
nished  in  intensity,  yet  giving  the  rales  lessened  both  in  intensity  and 
sensation  of  being  moister,  as  though  in  extent.  The  stethoscope  indicates, 
the  bronchial  tubes  were  lubricated  however,  that  the  morbid  action  still 
with  more  fluid  than  in  their  healthy  lingers  within  the  lung,  and  that  the 
state ;  not,  however,  as  it  would  seem,  superior  lobes  are  the  parts  now  alone 
in  Bidficient  quantity  to  produce  the  arocted.  The  remedies  which  had 
subcrepitant  or  mucous  rnonchi.  In  proved  efiectual  in  the  removal  of  in- 
these  instances  we  may  occasionally^,  nammation  from  the  other  parts  are 
by  very  careful  and  prolonged  exami-  powerless  over  these  |  and  their  conti- 
nations,  detect  at  long  intervals,  espe-  nuance  serves  but  to  debilitate  the  pa- 
cially  on  a  deep  inspiration,  a  solitary  tient,  and  to  hasten  on  the  disease  to 
and  minute  mucous  bubble.  Here  we  an  incurable  stage.  The  lesion  here 
generally  find  that  expectoration  is  eidsting  may,  however,  be  removed, 
exceedingly  slight,  or  altogether  want-  but  its  removal  can  be  accomplished  in 
ing ;  whust  intne  cases  presenting  the  no  other  way  than  by  the  employment 
subcrepitant  or  mucous  rhonchi,  expec-  of  mercury,  so  as  to  produce  its  specific 
toration  does  exist,  although  rarely  to  efiects  upon  the  constitution.  If  the 
any  great  extent.    Little  or  no  infor-  mineral  oe  not  had  recourse  to,  the 
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ease  goes  on  from  bad  to  worse ;  per-  the  lung,  and  the  disturbances  in  other 

cussion  and  auscultation  evidence  the  organs  to  which  its  sympathetic  rela* 

deposition  of  tubercular  matter  within  dons  give  rise.   The  patient  ezpeiienccx 

the  lung,  and  incurable  consumption  is  what  appears  to  be  a  long,  tedious,  and 

thus  induced.  unsatisfactory  convalescence.     Alter  a 

Another  and  not  unfrequent  mode  in  time  he  retrogrades  considerably,  and 

which  this  disease  originates  remains  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease 

now  to  be  noticed.     Allusion  is  here  come  prominently  forward.      The  ef- 

made  to  those  cases  the  commencement  forts    of   the    practitioner    to   relieve 

of  which  is  distinctly  traceable  to  some  the  condition  of  general  disorder  are 

general  disorder  of  the  whole  system,  set  at  nought    by  the  local  disease, 

as,   for  instance,  essential  fever,   the  which  proves  an  insurmountable  weijght 

exanthemata,  influenza,   &c.      In  the  to  the  resiliency  of  the  constitution. 

course  of  all  these  there  is  a  great  lia-  Emaciation  progresses,  the  symptoms 

bility  to  congestions,  determinations  of  of  hectic  appear,  and  after  a  tim^e  the 

blood,  and  mflammation.     The  bron-  physical  signs  testify  the  deposit  of 

ehial  mucous  membrane  and  pulmo-  tubercle  ii}  the  lung. 

nary  parenchyma   become  frequently  It  may  probably  be  urged  by  some 

affected  in  this  manner,  the  superven-  that  the   term   phthisis   cannot  with 

tion  of  such  morbid  state  being,  in  propriety  attach  to  the  lesion  of  the 

some  instances,  proclaimed  by  symp-  respiratory  orc^ans  above  described*  ia> 

toms  so  well  marked,  that  the  lesion  asmuch    as    the    active    and    passiTe 

from  whence  they  originate  cannot  be  auscultatory  signs  differ  widely  from 

overlooked.     In  far  the  greater  number  those  commonly  laid  down  by  writers 

of  instances,  however,  tne  local  disease  as  indicative  of  this  disease,  and  point 

is  to  a  greater   or  less  degree  latent,  only  to  low  bronchitis  or  pneumonia. 

the  marks  of  general  disturbance  being  The  justice  of  this  objection  we  are 

so  numerous  and  severe  as  to  cast  into  forced  to  admit,  if  the  term  phthisis  be 

shade  or  obscure  the  more  feeble  mani-  employed  in  a  limited  sensCy  and  as 

festations  of  low  morbid  action  in  the  expressive  only  of  those  cases  in  which 

lung.    The  former  class  of  cases  being  tuberculous  matter  has  alreadv  been 

at  once  recognised,  are  promptly  met  deposited  within  the  lung.     But  re- 

by  appropriate    treatment,    the   local  garding  the  subject  in  a  practical  point 

disease  is  subdued,  and  the  disastrous  of  view,  we  come  to  an  opposite  con-^ 

consequences  to  which  it  tends  thus  elusion :  for  abundant  experience  tes> 

averted.     In  the  latter  instance,  how-  tifies  that  tlie  transition  from  the  state 

ever,    the  local  affection  often    goes  above  described  to  that  of  confirmed 

unrecognised,    and   no    measures    are  phthisis  is  gradual  and  prc^ressive; 

adoptea  for  its  removal ;    or,  if  it  be  that  in  point  of  fact  the  condition  now 

discovered,  its  severity  is  frequently  under  consideration  is  neither  more  or 

underrated,  and  means  employed  which  less  than  that  which  determines  6cro> 

prove  inadequate  to  the  end  proposed,  fulous  deposition  to  the  lung,  whilst  it 

In    either    case    the  phenomena    are  is,  at  the  same  time,  the  very  action  by 

similar  to  those  before  eniunerated  ;  which  this  deposit  is  effected. 

they  indicate  a  low  inflammatory  action  In  the  three  cases  above  described, 

of  one  or  more  tissues  of  the  lung,  ex-  phthisis,  from  neglected  thoush  mild 

i  sting  only  in  the  top  of  the  organ,  or,  bronchitis — as    the   sequel    of  severe 

if  more  extensively  spread,  greatly  pre-  bronchial    inflammation    inefficiently 

ponderating^  in  these  parts.     Should  treated,  or  as  ensuinff  upon  bronchial 

this  condition  continue,    the    patient  or  parenchymatous   inflammation  oc- 

presents  a  like  succession  of  symptoms  cumne  dunng  the  course  of  other  and 

to  those  we  have  described  above  as  general  disease — tliere  is  found  only  a 

occurring   when   phthisis    supervenes  sibilant,  clear  mucous,    crepitant,    or 

upon  catarrh,    modified  however,    in  muco-crepitant  rhonchus ;  these  persist 

some  measure,  by  the  nature  and  usual  for  a  long  period,  and  are,  during  the 

course  of  the  disease  in  whose  progress  early  stage,  unaccompanied  by  other 

they  have  arisen.    There  is  an  analo-  signs.  The  sonorous  rhonchus  is  rarely 

ffous  mitigation  and  modification  of  the  heard ;   the  mucous  exists  in  a  diminu- 

local  and  eeneral  symptoms,  together  tive  form,  approximating  in  charaeter 

with  the  aadition  of  other  phenomena  to  the  crepitant;  the  expectoration  but 

dependent  on  the  disordered  state  of  rarely  undergoes  the  same  rapid  sue* 
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cession  of  changes  observed  in  pure  pathology  of  tubercular  disease  by  the 

ordinary  bronchitis,  but  remains  clear,  investigations  of  Sir  James  Clark*^  Dr. 

tenacious,  spumous,  observing  more  the  Carsweilt,  and  the  late  Dr.  T.  J.  Todd  J, 

habitudes  of  peripneumonic  or  of  bron-  who  have  proved  that,  for  its  produc- 

chopneumonic  disease.    This  combina-  tion,  a  previous  morbid  condition  of  the 

tion  of  symptoms  points  therefore  more  system  must  exist :  in  other  words,  that 

to  the  minute  bronchial  tubes  as  the  a  necessary  element  in  the  causation  of 

seat  of  disease,  than  to  either  the  larger  scrofula  is  a  certain  cacliexia  or  abnor- 

tubes  or  the  parenchyma.     It  presents  mal  state  of  the  fluids  of  the  body.     In 

much  resemblance  to  that  form  of  dis-  what  this  consists  has  been  most  clearly 

ease  termed  capillary  bronchitis,  but  is  shown  by  Dr.  Carswell,  whilst  the  cir- 

attended  by  less  expectoration  than  is  cumstances  leading  thereto  have  no  less 

usually  found  in  this  disease,  when  satisfactorily  been   elucidated  by  Sir 

occurring  in  its  more  usual  site,  the  James  ClarK  and  Dr.  Todd«     From  the 

lower  portions  of  the  lung.  united  labours  of  these  gentlemen  have 

Now  if  it  be  asked,  says  Dr*  Stokes*,  resulted    the    important    pathological 

what  gives  these  signs  of  bronchitis  law,  that  tuberculous  matter  exists  as  a 

their  ^^ue  as  diagnostics  of  incipient  morbid  constituent  qf  the  blood,  is  e/tmi- 

tubercle,  the  answer  is,  that  it  is  not  noted  from  it  by  a  process  analogous  to, 

by  their  mere  characters  (for  these  do  if  not  identical  toith,  secretion,  and  is  thus 

not  differ  from  ordinar}*^  bronchitis),  but  deftosited,  in  a  visible  form,  in  different 

it  is  from  their  situationfy  localization,  organs  or  parts. 

and    combination    with    comparative        The    contamination    of    the    blood 

dulness  of  sound,  that  they  denve  their  exists  in  some  cases  for  a  long  period, 

value.   The  same  phenomena  scattered  and  proceeds  to  a  great  extent  beforo 

over,  or  even  existing  intensely  through-  the  deposition  of  tubercle  commences, 

out  the  lung,  but  being  equable,  and  It  seems  not  improbable  that  in  such 

unaccompanied  by  dulness,  would  not  instances  the  sanguineous  fluid  becomes 

only  have  no  value  in  the  diagnosis  of  so  thoroughly  saturated  (if  the  phrase 

phthisis,  but  would  render  the  existence  be  allowable)  that  an  attempt  at  relief 

of  tubercle  improbable.     Simple  bron-  is  then  commenced,  and  nature  sets 

chitis  is  seldom  circumscribed,  while  about    the  work  by  eliminating   the 

that  of  the  consumptive  is  commonly  morbid  product  in  conjunction   with 

so :  the  latter  begins  in  the  upper  por-  the    secretions.     Dr.    Carswell    is    of 

tion  of  the  lung,  remains  obstinately  opinion  that  the  surfaces  of  mucous 

fixed  in  the  air  tubes,  gradually  spreaos  and  serous  tissues  are  those  upon  which 

downwards,  and  while  in  its  first  stages  tubercular  matter  is  chiefly  deposited ; 

in  the  lower  lobe  is   combined  with  that  as  regards  relative  freouency  the 

tubei'culous  ulceration  in  the  upper :  it  former  very  far  exceeds  the  latter ;  for 

may  be  intense  in  the  upper  lobe  while  here,  he  says,  *•  as  into  the  great  emunc- 

the  lower  is  altogether  free,  or  engage  tory  of  the  system,  it  appears  to^  be 

the  whole  of  one  lung  while  the  other  separated  from  the  blood,  and  becomes 

is  scarcely  affected.    These  are  not  the  visible  to  us  under  a  variety  of  forms." 

characters  of  ordinary  bronchitis.  Dr.  Carswell  is  at  issue  with  most  pa- 

A  new  aspect  has  been  given  to  the  thologists  as  to  its  deposition  in  the 

— molecular  structure  of  organs.     In  no 

*  Treatise  on  the  Diaxnosis  and  Treatment  of  one  instance  has   he  witnessed  it  SO 

"*rLSSu".'i*;.'S,"V^;2?,h.. *,.«,<.»* found  «t»«ted.    Our  own  observations  tend 

that  the  sibilant,  mucous,  and  submucous  riles  to  an  opposite  conclusion,  although  we 

resulting:  from  simple  catorrh,  originate  in  the  doubt  not  that  the  most  frequent  sites 

^S^'^lmoni^nCnlL  \»'^na!y^^S^Sd  in  ^  tubercle  are  those  pointed  out  by  Dr. 

the  wp^r/oAtf*.  Simple  bronchitis  usually  attacks  Carswell.    We  believe,  with  most  pa- 

i^^^i^^iZ'^t^^^X'c^Sln^Z  thologists,  that  t«be«ular  matter  fias 

the  upper  lobe  of  one  side.    Of  the  immense  im-  ■ — — — 

portance  of  this  law  there   can  only  be  one        *  Treatise  on  Pulmonary  Ck>n8umption,  Lond. 

opinion,  and,  in  many  instances,  attention  to  the  |83S. 

seat  of  bronchitis  would  dissipate  much  doubt        f  Art.  Tubercle,  Cyclop,  of  Practical  Medicine, 

and  anxiety,  and  early  indicate  the  real  nature  and  Illustrations  ofthe  Elementary  Forms  of  Dis- 

of  an  affection  which,  without  the  knowledge  of  ease.  Fascic.  Tubercle. 

this  fact,  would  frequently  be  confounded  with        ^  Art.  Indigestion,  Cyclop,  of  Practical  Medi- 

•imple  caUrrb,  and  thus  frustrate  the  hopes  both  cine,  and  in  Sir  James  Clark*s  work  on  The  In- 

of  the  patient  and  practitioner.  fluence  of  Climate,  and  Changv  of  Air,  &c. 
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no  peculiar  site;  that  it  may,  under  REPORTS   OP   CASES, 

I  certain  circumstances,  appear  in  any 

I                       orgui  or  part  of  the  bod^,  making  its  Bt  H.  M.  Huorbs,  M.D« 

appearance  there  by  a  lesion  of  nutri-  Aaslstant  Pbyaician  to  Ony**  Hospital,  and 

tion,  whereby  such  matter  is  secreted  Physkiwi  to  the  Surrey  Di^wnMiT. 

in  place  of,  or  in  union  with,  those  [j^^  ^ jl^  Medical  Gaseite.l 
molecules  of  the  blood,  which,  appro-  ____ 
priated  to  the  organ  itself,  become  an  n       k*^-      rm.          t.       ^ 
integral  portion  of  its  structure,  and  Brofw*iA».— TTic  ntmbor  of  pcraons 
thus  repair  the  losses  it  is  ever  under-  f>  severely  affec^  with  Oils  discaM  as 
fiomK>  to  be  unable  to  attend  at  the  dispensaiy, 
Thi  deposition  is  frequently  a  silent  ^^  tilerefore  visited  by  me   at  then- 
process  ;  ft  commences  and  proceeds  to  S^*  (??2!S®',  a^^:i  ioaJ^  ^H^^^ 
a  certain  point,  unaccompanied  by  any  ¥"^*^  16th,  1839,  ^^^  1840,  waatwen^- 


DC  regaraea  as  eneecs  or  comciaences    r ^*  *"* — 7"  v  — j^IT''^ 

rather  than  as  causes.    It  wiU  probably  large  number  of  those  aflectoons, 

be  found  that  this  relation  obtains  only  ^  primarily  mducwl,  or  the  progress 

in  those  cases  where  scrofulous  cachexia,  ^^  \*"<^*^  is  accelerated  bjr  cold  aad  wet. 

and  the  contamination  of  the  blood,  *«  rheumatosm,  bronchitis,  andphthias, 

which  is  its  essence,  has  proceeded  to  a  concurs  with  the  smaU  amount  of  the 

consideiable  degree,   and   where    the  ^^^^  ^^  *«!fJ  ^  mariung  that  rear 

local  deposit  is  the  result  of  the  over-  ^    ^^^  .V^^^iy  ,Y^.  ™™  ^J?^ 

charged  condition  of  the  blood,  render-  8^^«  epidemic  typhoid  diseases  which 

ing  rehef  by  the  elimination  of  some  ^^^.^^^^^  common  m  the  ^tnct  to 

portion  of  the  morbid  constituent  indis-  ^*\\^*^  V^^  "^^V^rts  are  confined,  as 

pensable  ^®^  **  *°  **^^®  adjoimng  it 

In  other,  and,  perhaps,  the  majority  .  ^{  ^«  twenty-six  cases  referred  to. 

of  instances,  tuberele  is  deposited  long  eight  were  examples  of  simple,  acute, 

ere  the  cachectic  state  has  arrived  at  the  ^l  8u»>acute  inflammation 'of  the  bron- 

degree  above  supposed.    In  these  such  *^P*i  "^^"l?™?^'  *"^  ^^,  ^^^  remaining 

an  event  is  determined  by  irritation  or  eighteen  this  inflammation  existed,  ge- 

mflammation,  under  the  influence  of  ??^y  ^^.JJe  e*^«"c  form,  m  com- 

which  there  is  a  larger  afflux  of  blood  l>ination  with  emphysema  of  the  lunes, 

to  the  part,  and  coiScident  with  ft  an  ^Jl^  ^^J"  <>'  Jf««  dilatataon  of  the  right 

increase  and  modification  of  secretion.  «^^e  of  the  heart,  either  temwirary  or 

In  Ueu  of  the  results  of  common  ui-  r™^'.!?''*  •  ^  i  •    ^T*v?^  **™f^ 

flammation,  as  occurring  in  a  healthy  pronchitis  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that 

subject,  there  is  here  deposited  tuberole,  **^7  ^ere  induced  by  common  causes, 

or  coagnlable  lymph  variously  modified,  *^.^  treated  successfully  on  compion 

the   modification    consisting    in    the  P™«ples ;    the  chief  or  most  impor- 

approximation  of  that  product  more  or  ^^  remedies  employed  for  their  cure 

less  closely  in  character  to  tubercle.  ^*"P    .     ^JSi  antimomals,  and  sahne 

The   analogy  which    exists    between  apenente.    There  appears  to  be  no  dis- 

these  two  morbid  products,   and  the  ^««e,  with   the  exwption  of  chronic 

mode  in  which  one  may  pass  into  or  rt^eumatism,  which  is  so  much  aflfected 

give  origin  to  the    other,    has    been  ^l  atmospheric  chants,  and  which, 

clearly  shewn  by  Dr.  C .  J.  B.  Williams.  *^'  temwjrBry  rehef,  is  so  hkely  to  be 

Its  further  consideration  here  would  ^produced  m  aU  its  former  intensity 

extendtheseremarks  to  an  inconvenient  ^^  *^?}^  ^^  damp  air,  as  chrome 

length;  I  shall,  therefore,  content  my-  bronchitis accompwiied with puhnonary 

seLfwith  referring  those  who  may  wish  f^^P^r^?**    ^  ™*  account  it  waa 

to  enter  fully  on  flie  subject  to  the  third  *^^'  ^^  ^^?^  ^5«  unusually  trouble- 

voL  of  the  Library  of  Medicine,  p.  166,  f^™®  ^^^  obstinate  at  the  end  of  the 

^(  g^                   '                     '  r        '  ]^^  ^Q^  commencement  of  the  present 

[To  be  contto«edO  year,  when  wet  and  cold  weather  con- 

^                      '  tinued  for  many  successive  weeks. 

— —  The  ages  of  the  patients  varied  from 

three  to  seventy  years  J  their  complexion, 
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temperament,  and  occupations,  also  va-  scribed,  have  been  extremely  enenzetic 
ried  considerably.  It  is  not,  I  think,  in  announcing  the  benefit  they  nave 
generally  known  that  young  children  derived  from  its  employment  Jt  has 
are  liable  to,  and  not  very  untrequently  ^neralhr  been  ordered  to  be  smoked 
affected  with  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  just  before  retiring  to  rest,  and  the 
and  that  from  the  cradle  tliey  are  sud-  stated  effect  has  been  a  decrease  of 
ject  to  many  or  most  of  the  incon-  bronchial  secretion,  less  cough,  and  a 
yeniences  that  occasionally  accompany  comparatively^  auiet  and  comfortable 
it  Mothers  sometimes  assert  that  theur  night  But  till  tne  weather  has  become 
children  were  bom  with  a  "  shortness  mnd  and  dry,  all  remedies  that  I  have 
of  breath,"  and  generally  add  that  they  hitherto  tried  have  been  generally  inefii- 
are  themselves,  or  that  the  father,  or  cient  for  the  removal  of  even  the  tempo- 
some  other  near  relative  of  the  particular  rary  complaint  The  pulmonary  empny- 
patient,  has  been  long  '<  troubled  with  Bemahasofcour8eremained,anaasInave 
asthma."  That  pulmonary  emphysema  considered  it  to  be  the  most  important 
may  not  be  congenital,  or  even  heredi-  of  the  two  complaints,  I  have  placed 
tary,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny,  but  I  the  patients  thus  affected,  who  have 
am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  resigned  their  dispensary  letters  as 
pathological  observations  which  can  bie  "  cured,"  among  those  simply  "  re- 
considered conclusive  evidence  of  the  lieved." 

fact ;  and  I  am  certain  that  almost  The  list  of  twenty-six  cases  formerly 
all  the  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  published  contained  three  dead,  seven 
own  notice  have  upon  inquiry  been  cured,  twelve  reheved,  and  four  remain- 
traceable  to  a  severe  attack  of  hooping-  ing  under  treatment  Of  these  last  one 
cough,  or  bronchitis  following  measles,  has  since  died.  The  four  cases  in  which 
I  must,  at  the  same  time,  admit  that  I  death  occurred  were  the  following : — 
have  seen  a  few  instances  of  this  disease,  1.  A  man,  afed  26^  by  occupation  a 
particularly  in  rickety  subjects,  in  which  lamplighter,  wno  from  childhood  had 
after  a  considerable  investi^tion  I  have  been  subject  to  the  inconveniences 
not  been  able  to  ascertam  the  prior  resulting  from  emphysema,  freouentiy 
existence  of  any  such  complaint  The  increased  by  severe  attacks  of  bron- 
plan  of  treatment  that  I  have  found  chitis.  While  suffering  from  one  of 
most  beneficial  in  these  cases,  of  what-  these  attacks  he  imprudently  exposed 
ever  age,  is  the  apphcation  of  counter-  himself  in  the  exercise  of  ms  calling 
irritants  to  the  cnest,  and  the  use  of  to  the  cold  weather  in  March  1839,  ana 
hydragogue  cathartics,  and  a  combina-  thereby  materiaUy  aggravated  his  com- 
tion  of  alkalies  and  expectorants.  In  plaint  When  first  visited  he  appeared 
children  the  ammonia  liminent,  with  or  dying  from  suffocation ;  the  djrspnoea 
without  a  littie  tincture  of  cantharides,  was  extreme ;  the  face  was  tumio,  and 
according  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  of  leaden  hue ;  the  tongue  purple,  but 
patient,  or  the  efl^  produced,  applied  loaded  with  thick  moist  fiir ;  the  pulse 
to  the  chest  ni^ht  and  morning,  and  a  very  feeble ;  and  the  extremities  cooL 
mixture  containing^  Liq.  Potass.,  Tr.  The  chest  was  universally  very  resonant 
Scillee,  Yin.  Ipecac.,  and  Syr.  Papaver.  on  percussion,  but  the  bronchial  tubes 
taken  three  or  four  times  a  day,  with  were  loaded  in  every  part  ¥dth  thick 
an  occasional  aperient  if  requisite,  I  viscid  purulent  mucus,  which  lie  ex- 
liave  almost  always  found  efiectual  in  pectorated  with  great  diflkulty.  An 
removing  tiie  temporary  complaint,  if  emetic,  a  mustard  poultice,  afterwards 
the  weather  has  oeen  favourable  to  a  blister,  with  a  mixture  containing 
such  a  result.  In  tiie  adult,  repeated  ammonia  and  squills,  failed  to  relieve 
bhsters,  tiie  compound  camb^e  pill,  or  him,  and  he  died  exhausted  and  suffo- 
jalap,  as  a  purgative,  and  mixtures  of  cated  in  three  days, 
the  same  kind  as  those  administered  to  2.  A  poor  woman,  aged  49,  by  occu- 
children,  or  others  containing  ammo-  pation  a  cutter  of  orange  chips;  subject 
nia,  decoction  of  senega,  squills,  and  to  emphysema  from,  childhood,  and 
compound  tincture  of  camphor,  varied  liable  m  damp  cold  weather  to  catarrh, 
according  to  the  condition  of  theindi-  with  profuse  secretionfrom the  bronchial 
vidual  patient,  have  often  afforded  very  membrane,  had  been  more  than  once 
markea  and  speedy  relief.  *  Seveml  relieved  by  the  employment  of  blisters 
also,  for  whom  the  inhalation  of  the  and  stimulating  expectorants,  but  had 
smoke  of  stramonium  has  been  pre-  renewed  her  complaint  by  going  out. 
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for  her  work  in  consequence  of  the  in-  left  side :  was  seen  bv  the  apothecary 
dolence  of  her  strong  and  idle  husband,  of  the  institution,  ana  ordered  to  apply 
8he  was  not  worse  than  she  had  been  ten  leeches,  and  afterwards  warm  pooU 
before,  was  pursuing  the  same  plan  of  tices,  to  the  affected  side,  and  to  take 
treatment  which  had  previously  relieved  Liq.  Am.  Acet.5ss.,Vin.  Antim.Tart.5ss.y 
her,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  sending  Vin.  Colch.  yt[x.  Aq.  3j«  every  four 
to  the  dispensary  for  some  more  medi-  hours.  When  I  saw  nim  on  the  23dy 
cine,  when,  as  I  was  afterw^ards  inform-  the  pain  of  the  side  had  been  relieved, 
ed,  she  suddenly  expired.  ^  but  not  quite  removed,  by  the  leeches ; 
•  3.  A  man,  aged  06,  who  had'  for  a  the  face  was  purplish,  the  dyspncea 
long  time  been  subject  to  bronchitis  considerable,  the  cough  frequent,  and 
and  dyspnpea,  and  who,  in  addition  to  the  expectoration  abundant,  thick, 
the  ailments  of  those  previously  noticed,  yellow,  and  muco-purulent ;  the  skin 
had  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  mitral  was  moist,  the  tongue  loaded  and  moist, 
valve,  with  ascites  and  great  oedema  of  the  bowels  confined,  the  pulse  rather 
the  feet  and  legs.  He  varied  consi-  frequent,  soft,  and  weak,  decubitus  was 
derably  in  the  amount  of  his  suffering ;  difficult,  and  the  extremities  of  the 
on  some  occasions  being  comparatively  fingers  were  particularly  large  and 
free  from  complaint,  and  on  others  rounded  ("  clavate"),  a  condition  sup- 
affected  with  violent  dyspnoea ;  but  posed  by  Dr.  Bright  usually  to  coexist 
never  being  entirely  free  from  serous  with  long  continued  purulent  or  muco- 
effusion.  A  variety  of  diuretics,  seda-  purulent  expectoration.  The  chest  was 
tives,  and  expectorants,  which  it  is  very  resonant  on  percussion,  especially 
needless  to  particularize,  were  em-  at  the  upper  part,  with  the  exception 
ployed ;  and,  till  within  a  few  days  of  of  the  precordial  region,  the  natural 
nis  death,  with  very  considerable  effect,  dulness  of  which  was  somewhat  in- 
At  this  time  he  began  to  sink  rapidly,  creased  in  extent,  though  lessened  in 
and  expired  very  suddenly  in  a  fit  a  its  intensity.  In  every  part  of  the 
few  minutes  after  I  had  left  him,  ex-  chest  loud  bronchial  rattles  were  heard, 
ceedingly  ill,  but  without  any  appear-  which  in  the  inferior  portion  of  the 
ance  of  immediate  dissolution.  Neither  lung  resembled  the  gurgling  of  nu- 
of  the  preceding  cases  were  examined  merous  small  cavities,  and  which,  in 
after  death,  and  as  they  presented  the  superior  portion,  were  accompanied 
nothing  very  remarkable  I  nave  not  with  the  prolonged  expiration  usually 
thought  it  desirable  to  detail  them  at  attending  pulmonary  emphysema.  The 
length.  In  the  fourth  I  obtained  per-  impulse  of  the  heart  was  feeble,  the 
mission  to  examine  the  body,  and  as  sounds  soft,  and  the  rhythm  natural, 
the  condition  of  the  lungs,  though  pro-  Ordered 

bably  not  very  uncommon,   wa.s    in-  Pulv.  Jalap.  C.  9ij.  st.  sumend.  etreptc. 

teresting  in  reference  both  to  pathology  pro  re  nata.   Empl.  Lyttie  magn.  lateri 

and  to  diagnosis,  I  may  perhaps,  ynth-  dolent  etstemo  applicand.     R.  Decoct, 

out    tediousnesSy    relate    it    somewhat  SenegiB,5j.,Oxymel.SciUK,3j.;  Potass, 

more  fully.  Nitrat.  gr.  v.;  Tr.  Camph.  C.  3ss.  M.  fiat 

4.  A  man,  aged  36,  of  light  com-  haust.  6ti8  horis  sumend. 
plexion,  with  reddish  hair  and  whis-  By  these,  and  similar  remedies,  he  was 
kers,  the  son  of  healthy  parents  then  so  much  relieved  as  to  be  able  to  go 
alive,  became  my  patient  at  the  Surrey  out  in  three  or  four  days.  Without 
Dispensary,  October  22nd,  1839.  He  permission,  and  contrary  to  advice  and 
had  been  subject  to  cou^h  in  both  strict  injunctions,  he  resumed  his  em- 
winter  and  summer  for  thirty  years,  ployment  out  of  doors  in  very  wet  and 
which  originally  succeeded  to  a  violent  cold  weather.  The  next  day,  as  was 
attack  of  measles.  He  had  been  occa-  expected,  he  was  again  confined  to  his 
sionally  confined  to  his  bed,  however,  bed.  The  disease  returned  with  con- 
only  during  the  last  three  years.  He  siderably  increased  violence,  and  not- 
was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  dnd  his  withstanding  the  use  of  emetics,  sina- 
habits  were  regular,  industrious,  and  pisms,  blisters,  and  expectorants,  he 
temperate,  and  he  was  the  father  of  expired  November  14th. 
four  healthy  children.  After  exposure  Inspection  by  Mr.  Nettlefold  and 
to  wet  and  cold  the  day  before  I  saw  myself  fifteen  hours  after  death:— 
him,  he  was  affected  with  increased  The  body  was  not  emaciated,  nor 
cough  and  dyspnoea,  and  pain  of  the  were  the  limbs  oedematous.    The  Head 
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was  not  examined.  Chest — On  the  appearance  so  common  in  cases  of 
removal  of  the  sternum  the  lungs  did  diseased  heart.  The  kidney  and  other 
not  collapse  as  usual,  and  almost  en-  organs,  though  congested,  were  sound, 
tirely  concealed  the  heart,  the  right  No  tubercles  were  discovered  in  any 
passing  over  to  the  left  side  of  the  part  of  the  body, 
medieistinum.  Some  old  adhesions  The  death  of  three  of  the  patients 
united  the  inferior  portion  of  the  right  whose  cases  have  been  referred  to  above, 
lung  to  the  costal  and  phrenic  pleura ;  and  particularly  that  of  the  last  men- 
whue  at  the  superior  part  the  lung  was  tioned,  was  pretty  clearly  attributable 
free  from  adhesion,  and  exceedingly  to  exposure  to  a  cold  and  wet  atmos- 
emphysematous.  Some  circumscribed  phere,  while  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
lobular  portions  were  quite  white  and  chronic  bronchitis  of  not  greater 
dry,  and  felt  like  parchment,  or  like  a  severity  than  was  common  to  them, 
portion  of  emphysematous  lung  which  From  this  is  sufficiently  apparent  the 
had  been  exposed  to  the  air  for  preser-  importance  of  confining  sucli  patients 
ration.  Many  of  the  cells  were  oilated  to  a  warm  and  dry  apartment.  Moist 
to  the  size  of  millet-CTains,  and  the  air  probably  acts  mechanically  as  well 
whole  afforded  a  doughy  inelastic  sen-  as  vitally  in  such  cases.  It  not  only 
sation  to  the  finger  when  pressed.  The  operates  injuriously  by  relaxing  the 
separate  lobules  collai>sea  upon  being  mucous  membrane  of  the  tubes,  and  in- 
incised.  The  bronchial  tubes  were  creasing  its  secretion,  but,^  in  conse- 
nearly  filled  \nth  purulent  mucus,  but  quence  of  its  decreased  specific  gravity, 
the  lining  membrane  was  not  much  bv  expanding  the  air  m  the  already 
injected.  The  lower  lobe  on  the  right  dilated  cells,  and  thereby  inducing 
side  was  solid  from  congestion  and  increased  obstruction  to  the  circu- 
osdema  (arising  from  his  position  in  lation  through  the  lungs,  causing  a 
the  last  few  days  of  the  patient's  life),  smaller  proportion  of  oxygen  to  come 
and  broke  down  easily  by  pressure  of  in  contact  with  the  blood.  The  man 
the  finger.  All  the  bronchial  tubes  Rowe  by  the  treatment  at  first  adopted 
were  much  enlarged;  scarcely  any  regained  in  a  few  days  his  ordinary 
diminution  was  perceptible  in  their  condition.  He  went  out  in  a  drizzling, 
calibre  after  the  second  subdivision,  rain  to  inspect  a  church  then  buildinfi^ 
till  they  terminated  in  what,  upon  su-  in  the  Borough,  of  the  works  of  which 
perficiai  examination,  appeared  to  be  he  was  superintendent,  and  a  fatal  re- 
culs  de  sac  The  mucous  membrane  lapse  of  Ills  disease  was  the  direct  conse- 
at  this  part  was  not  thickened,  but  of  quence.  My  experience  in  the  use  of 
a  deep  purple  crimson  hue,  from  con-  small  doses  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  admi- 
gestion  or  imbibition.  The  upper  lobe  nistered  as  an  astringent  in  such  cases, 
of  the  left  side  was  emphysematous  like  is  certainly  limited  ;  but  in  the  few 
that  of  the  right,  and  tne  lower  very  cases  in  which  I  have  ordered  it  I  have 
oedematous,  but  became  moderately  ere-  not    observed     the    beneficial    effects 

Sitant  after  the  removal  by  pressure  of  ^hich  have  been  said  to  result  from  its 

^e  contained  serum.    On  a  transverse  exhibition.      Tliis  patient  took  it  for 

section,  numerous  small  cavities,  con-  some  time  Mdthout  the  shghtest  apparent 

taining    much  purulent  matter,  were  advantage. 

exposed ;   they  varied  in  size  from  that  The  exact  resemblance  of  the  gur- 

of  a  tare  to  a  small  bean,  and  resem-  gUng  present  in  the  lower  part  of  the 

bled,  on  slight  inspection,  small  tuber-  mngs  of  the  man  Rowe,  to  tJiat  accom- 

cular  cavities.    By  tracing  them,  how-  panying  small  tubercular  cavities  with 

ever,   they  proved    to    be   immensely  copious  secretion,  might  possibly  have 

dilated  bronchial  tubes,  with  the  mem-  lea  to  an  error  in  diagnosis,  had  not  the 

brane  entire  and  thin,  but  dark  coloured  history,    the  general  symptoms,    and 

from  injection.      They  decreased  but  some  other  physical  signs,  pointed  out 

little  in  size  till  they  terminated  in  a  the  extreme  probability  of  that  condi- 

blind  extremity.    The  pericardium  was  tion  which    was    actually    discovered 

healthy.    The  heart  was  dilated  and  after  death.     It  was  not  probable  that 

hypertrophied,  particularly  on  the  right  the  gurgling  arose  from  phthisical  cavi- 

side :  its  valves  were  free  from  disease,  ties,  as  it  was  confined  to  the  lower 

Abdomen. — ^The    liver   was  large  and  lobes  of  the  lungs,  while  simple  bron- 

tur^id  with  blood,  and  both  externally  chitic  rattles,  accompanied  witli  evident 

and  upon  section  presented  the  nutmeg  emphysema,  alone  existed  in  the  upper. 


DBamucTiTB  or  the 
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The  long -continued  cough,  and  the  CASH  OF  a 

absence  of  emaciation,  i^dered   the  ^^  ^^  ^g  UMBILICAL  CORD 

presence  of  phthisis  unprobable.    But  **-*^«*-  ^w«^ 
the  cavities  might  possibly  have  resulted 
from  the  softening  of  the  unorganizable 
product  of  a  low  form  of  pneumonia, 
which  is  more  frequent  in  the  lower, 

while  phthisis  is,  in  a  great  majority  of  ^  '*«  ^^*^  ^  '^  Medical  GaseHe. 

cases,  in  the  first  instance  confined  to  Sib, 

the  upper  lobe  of  the  lung.  The  pre-  Mrs.  D.  A.,  of  short  stature  and  28 
sence  of  that  condition  was,  however,  years  of  age,  in  her  third  pregnancy, 
rendered  highly  improbable  by  the  went  beneath  a  bed  to  fetcii  a  pair  of 
want  of  evidence  of  any  previous  severe  her  husband's  shoes.  On  hearing  some 
inflammatory  affection,  and  by  the  one  coming  up  stairs,  she  suddenly 
tolerable  health  ^nerally  enjoyed  by  backed  outfrom  under  the  bed,  rising 
the  patient,  notwithstanding  the  tem-  to  the  standing  posture  with  a  move- 
porary  inconvenience  occasionally  re-  ment  of  considerable  expedition  and 
suiting  from  his  local  complaint,  and  effort.  This  was  immediately  followed 
more  especially  by  the  absence  of  the  by  an  unusual  movement  in  the  abdo- 
other  physical  signs  of  that  disease ;  as  men,  and  with  most  tumultuous  motions 
dulness  on  percussion,  increased  re-  of  the  foetus,  which  lasted  in  a  severe 
sonance  of  the  voice,  and  tactile  vibra-  and  painful  degree  for  a  short  time, 
tion^  of  the  parietes  of  the  chest  on  I  was  sent  for  to  ascertain  the  nature, 
talking  and  couching.  and  if  possible  relieve  sensations  so 
It  has  been  observed  by  justly  cele-  painfuL  I  found  that  the  foetal  move- 
brated  writers  on  the  diseases  of  the  mentehadceased,anddirectedre8t,abso- 
chest,  that  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  lute  qiuet,  and  an  anodyne  to  allay  the 
between  chronic  tuberctdar  cavities  and  pain  of  abdomen,  as  well  as  to  soothe 
dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  is  in-  her  distress  of  mind  for  the  loss  of  her 
creased,  by  the  latter,  like  the  former,  child,  which  she  declared  to  be  dead. 
•  being  generally  confined  to  the  upper  This  was  on  Wednesday  the  17th  of 
lobes  of  the  lung.  This  opinion  is,  in  November.  Next  day  her  breasts  were 
some  measure,  confirmed  by  some  of  flaccid  and  diminished  in  sixe ;  there 
the  cases  related  by  Andral,  Louis,  and  had  been  no  movement  of  the  child, 
others ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  high  formerly  very  lively ;  and  I  may 
authority  by  which  it  is  supported,  I  add,  that  she  never  experienced 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  exjpress  a  any  movement  afterwards.  On  the 
doubt  of  its  general  accuracy.  That  it  afternoon  of  the  20th  of  the  same 
sometimes  occurs  I  am  well  assured;  month  she  sent  for  me.  I  found  her 
that  it  is  not  universal,  the  case  above  in  labour :  in  three  hours  from  the  com- 
related,  in  which  the  dilatation  of  the  mencement  of  uterine  action  she  was 
tubes  was  entirely  confined  to  the  lower  delivered  of  a  still-bom  female,  to  all 
lobes,  abundantly  proves.  From  per-  appearance  come  to  its  fiill  time,  or  very 
sonal  observation  I  am  disposed  to  nearly  so.  There  was  one  turn  of  the 
believe  that  this  bronchial  dilatation  is  umbiHca]  cord  round  the  neck  of  the 
ordinarily  as  general  thro^hout  the  child.  There  was  nothing  particular 
lunp  as  the  bronchitic  auction  by  as  to  the  quantity  of  liquor  amnii,  nor 
which  it  is  induced.  If,  indeed,  the  was  there  any  remarkable  haemorrhage, 
opinion  of  Loms,  derived  from  numbers.  As  it  was  dusk,  I  did  not  distincUy 
that  bronchitis  principally  andprunanly  gee  the  state  of  the  foetus,  and  the  fii«t 
affects  the  inferior  lobes,  is  correct,  it  intimation  of  its  condition  was  my 
would  appear  at  least  probable  that  finding  the  cuticle  raised  by  fluid  under 
the  dilatation  of  tubes  would  also  more  a  into  irregular  bull«,  and  sepaiatinf 
commonly  exist  in  them  than  in  other  by  the  friction  with  spirits,  which  1 
parts.  But  on  this  subject,  as  on  some  had  recouree  to  immediately  on  its  ex- 
others,  individual  experience  compels  pulsion.  During  labour  I  observed 
me  to  doubt  the  cowectness  of  his  de-  that  the  bones  of  the  head  overlapped 
ductions,  however  highly  I  maj;  esti-  each  other  considerably  more  than  or- 
mate  the  accuracy  of  his  observation.  dinary.    On  running  my  fingers  aloiig 

^.^  the  cord,  I  felt  a  hard  firm  knot  on  it, 

the  placenta  being  still  attached.    The 
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natural  exmilsiye  powers  soon  brought  experienced   acconcheur,  stated,  tf  I 

it  away.    On  more  minute  examination  recollect  aright,  that  he  had  seen  seve- 

I  found  on  the  funis  umbilicalis,  near  ral  such  instances,  but  none  of  a  tight 

its  middle,  a  very  firm  hard  drawn  and  and  fatal  knot.     Mauriceau   (in    nis 

distinct  single  knot;  so  firmly  was  it  Traits  des  Maladies  desFemmes  grasses, 

drawn,  that  the  parts  involved  in  the  &c.  Observ.  133)  narrates  a  case  where 

knot  were  reduced  to  half  the  thick-  an    extremely    firm    knot    (veritable 

ness  of  the  rest  of  the  cord,  when  un-  nceud  extr^mement  serrd)    was  found 

loosed,  and  permanently  retained  this  on  the  cord :  the  child  was  bom  alive ; 

diminished  size.    The  parts  so  com-  which  shows,  he  contends,   that  the 

fressed  were  pale  and  exsanguineous.  tightening  of  the  knot  could  only  have 
'rom  the  knot  to  the  foetus  there  were  t&en  place  during  the  possaee  of  the 
spiral  turns  of  the  injected  arteries  of  a  child.  He  further  adds,  that  from  that 
very  dark  purple  colour,  and  they  time  till  1694  he  had  attended  seven 
became  more  injected  and  distended  other  women,  whose  children  were  all 
with  blood  the  nearer  they  came  to  living,  who  had  a  like  knot,  which  he 
the  abdomen  of  the  child.  The  vein  thinks  arose  from  the  extreme  length 
had  less  blood  in  it  than  the  arteries,  of  the  cord.  Five  of  the  children  were 
The  arteries  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  males,  three  were  females.  (Vide  Obs. 
of  the  child  contained  more  blood  than  567  of  same  work.) 
the  veins,  which  were  almost  empty.  Smellie,  however,  in  his  treatise  on 
The  cord,  from  its  placental  attachment  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery, 
to  the  knot,  was  less  injected ;  indeed  Chap.  iii.  Sect.  1,  mentions  amongst 
it  had  almost  no  blood  in  it,  and  was  the  causes  of  the  child's  death  and  con- 
of  an  indistinct  blue  or  neutral  tint,  sequent  miscarria^,  the  formation  of 
The  placenta  was  of  natural  size,  but  a  knot.  He  describes  this  accident  in 
very  exsanguineous,  and  of  a  lighter  the  following  terms.  "  If  the  navel- 
colour  than  usual.  The  .mother  did  string  be  long,  and  the  Quantity  of  sur- 
well,  and  has  since  given  birth  to  a  rounoing  waters  ^^eat,  tne  foetus  while 
healthy  living  child.  Her  previous  young  m&y  in  swimming  form  a  noose 
pregnancies  and  labours  were  natural,  of  the  funis,  through  which,  if  the  head 
Remarks.  —  From  the  silence  of  only  passes,  circumvolution  will  happen 
many  English  obstetrical  writers  re-  round  the  neck  or  body ;  but  should 
specting  the  existence  of  knots  on  the  the  whole  foetus  pass  or  thread  the 
funis  umbilicalis,  and  the  occurrence  of  noose,  a  knot  will  be  formed  on  the 
accidents  of  the  kind  just  narrated,  I  navel-string,  which  if  tightly  drawn  will 
was  at  first  led  to  think  that  they  did  absolutely  obstruct  the  circulation." — 
not  frequently  happen.  I  do  not  re-  p.  118.  In  his  second  yolume  he  gives 
collect  any  notice  of  this  particular  three  cases  in  which  there  were  uiots 
in  the  writings  of  Denman,  Bums,  and  on  the  cord.  In  only  one  of  these 
other  standard  elementary  works,  and  could  death  of  the  foetus  be  properly 
most  of  the  writers  who  do  notice  the  ascribed  to  the  condition  of  the  cord  in 
existence  of  the  knots  either  deny  that  question ;  that  is  the  first  one,  which  he 
they  are  ever  drawn  so  tight  as  to  de-  records  as  follows.  "  In  the  year  1744, 
stroy  life  before  parturition,  or  seem  to  mv  attendance  was  besi)oke  to  a  woman 
be  very  doubtful  of  the  possibility  of  it  wno  imagined  herself  in  labour  about 
I  found,  however,  on  a  little  research,  the  end  of  the  eighth  month.  This, 
that  knots  do  often  exist  on  the  however,  was  no  other  than  a  co- 
umbilical  cord,  and  I  have  scarcely  ever  licky  pain  proceeding  from  costiveness, 
met  a  practitioner  of  much  and  length-  of  which  she  was  reueved  by  a  clyster, 
ened  opportunity  of  observation  who  In  a  fortnight  after  this  visit  I  was 
has  not  one  or  more  instances  of  such  called,  and  found  the  membranes  had 
knots  to  relate.  At  the  discussion  broken.  The  waters  were  of  a  brown* 
educed  by  a  recital  of  the  above  case  ish  colour,  and  mortified  smell.  The 
to  the  Glasgow  Medical  Society,  in  labour  was  lingering,  and  the  child 
Dec.  1838,  Mr.  Lyon  stated  that  he  when  delivered  of  a  Hvid  hue ;  the 
had  met  with  a  loose  knot  on  the  cord  scarf-skin  was  easily  stripped  off,  the 
of  a  child  bom  alive  and  healthy  at  its  abdomen  tumefied,  the  ninis  swelled 
fidltime.  '  Dr.  Pagan  said  that  ne  had  and  livid,  about  ten  hands'  breadth 
witnessed  another,  the  same  in  kind  long,  with  a  tight-drawn  knot  on  the 
and  in  issue.  Dr.  James  Wilson,  a  very  mi^e. 
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Smdlie's  second  case  presents  us  with  is  the  process  by  which  one  form  of  the 

an  instance  of  a  child  bom  alive  and  accident  in  question  may  be  produced, 

healthy,  though  there  was  a  knot  on  and  in  all  likelihood  the  most  frequent ; 

the  cord.    He  does  not  tell  us  the  kind  but  surely  it  is  inadequate  to  explain 

of  knot,  but  says,  as  we  should  have  ex-  the  instances  in  which  there  are  three 

Sected,  that  it  was  loose ;  whereas  in  or  more  knots  ;  nor  does  it  explain, 
le  first  and  fatal  one  the  knot  is  what  I  apprehend  has  taken  place  in 
as  ti^ht  drawn  as  in  the  case  I  relate,  the  case  narrated,  and  in  others  of  like 
which  it  also  resembled  in  having  the  nature,  viz.  the  death  of  the  fu7tU6  be- 
knot  in  the  middle  of  the  cord.  In  fore  an^  expulsive  efforts  of  the  uterus. 
Smellie's  third  case  there  was  a  loose  In  noticing  this  last  opinion,  Baude- 
knot  on  the  cord,  but  the  child  proba-  locque  says  it  "  cannot  have  proceeded 
bly  died  from  the  lingering  labour,  from  observation.  Eight  or  ten  or 
during  which  **  the  head  was  squeezed  more  instances  of  infants  bom  in 
to  a  great  length,  and  the  brain  too  vigour  at  the  moment  of  their  birth, 
lon^  compressed  in  a  narrow  pelvis."  altnough  they  had  a  knot  on  the  cord, 
(Vol.  ii.  p.  272.)  Baudelocque  mentions  appear  sufficient  to  invahdate  such  an 
that  such  knots  are  very  often  found  opinion."  (Vol.  i.  p.  253.)  This,  to 
on  the  cord  without  causing  the  death  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  the  most 
of  the  child,  or  even  affecting  its  de-  logical  of  arguments ;  nor  does  Gar- 
velopment.  He  adduces  an  instance  of  dien,  who  entertains  the  same  notion 
a  well-formed  child,  weighing  seven  respecting  the  impossibihty  of  this 
pounds,  bom  with  a  triple  knot  on  its  tightening  of  the  cord  producing  the 
umbiUcal  cord :  in  the  representation  death  of  the  foetus  before  dehvery,  ad- 
or  sketch  which  he  gives  the  knots  duce  any  thing  more  forcible  in  the 
are  not  drawn  tightly.  (L'Art  des  Ac-  way  of  argument  or  observation,  though 
couchemens,  vol.  i.)  Dr.  Blundell,  in  his  language  be  positive  enough, 
hislectures,  used  to  relate  a  case,  on  the  "  Quelsque  soient  le  nombre  et  la 
authority  of  Mr.  Rogers,  one  of  his  nature  des  nceuds  qui  existent  dans  le 
pupils,  that  occurred  at  New  York,  in  cordon^  ils  ne  peuvent  jamais  se  serrer 
wmch  there  were  three  knots  on  the  au  point  de  faire  perir  Tenfant  (Traits 
funis;  and  ^et  notwithstanding  these  complete  d'Accouch. t.  ii  p.  172.)  And 
knots  injection  could  be  thrown  from,  again,  in  the  article  Cordon  Umbilical,  in 
one  end  of  the  cord  to  the  other  without  the  Diet.  Sc.  M^d.  he  says,  "  II  est  done 
difficulty.  (Castle's  Priucip.  and  Pract  impossible,  puisque  le  cordon  est  beau- 
of  Obstet^p.  108,  1st.  Ed.)  Dr.  Ash-  coup  plus  long,  que  la  matricen'a  d'eten- 
well,  also,  in  his  Practical  Treatise  on  due  que  lorsque  le  fcetus  se  porte  d'une 
Parturition,  mentions  having  "  counted  parol  k  Pautre  de  T uterus,  les  noeuds 
five  distinct  knots,  but  there  was  no  puisent  se  serrer  de  mani^re  k  inter- 
diminution  in  the  size  or  vital  powers  cepter  la  circulation."  No  process  of 
of  the  child."  It  is  much  to  oe  re-  reasoning,  I  apprehend,can  settle  this  in- 
gretted  that  authors  do  not  inform  us  teresting  and  curious  point;  an  appeal  to 
as  to  the  kind  of  knot.  observation  and  fact  alone  can  establish 
It  is  difficult,  I  apprehend,  to  say  it ;  and,  however  high  our  speculative 
when  and  how  these  knots  are  formed ;  notions  may  rise  against  it,  one  clear 
at  what  period  of  fostal  existence  they  and  imequivocal  instance,  as  I  submit 
are  made.  Certain  it  is  that  some  have  the  one  I  record  to  be,  demands  a  be- 
been  formed  very  easily  on  the  funis  ;  Uef  in  the  possibility  of  the  accident  in 
whilst  others  were  probably  formed  question — a  matter  of  some  importance, 
when  expulsion  of  the  child  was  taking  as  bearing  on  points  submitted  to  the 
place.  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter  suggests  that  medical  jurisconsult  I  would,  then, 
the  cord  in  such  cases  is  arran^d,  at  employ  the  words  of  Seneca,  and  pre- 
the  time  of  parturition,  in  the  rorm  of  fixed  by  Gardien  as  the  motto  to  his 
a  loop  or  coil  at  and  within  the  margin  Trait^— "  Multum  restat  ad  hoc  opens 
of  the  OS  uteri,  and  that  the  head  of  multumque  restabit,  nee  ulli  nato  post 
the  foetus  passes  through  this  loop  as  mille  secula  praecludeturoccasio  aliquid 
it  makes  its  exit  frgm  this  aperture,  adjiciendi."  (Epist.  Hb.i.  £p.64.)  Nor 
carrying^  the  umbiUcaJ  end  of  tne  cord  is  the  case  I  now  record  a  singular  one ; 
along  with  it,  so  as  to  form  the  knot  at  Smellie*s  is  similar;  and  we  find  Le- 
the very  moment  the  body  passes  into  vret  (L'Art  des  Accouchemens,  p.  144, 
the  world.   This,  it  is  highly  probable,  Paris,  1761)  and  some  before  hhn,  very 
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confidently  asserting  it  as  their  belief  dentation  on  it,  at  the  part  inTolved  in 
that  the  foetus  was  occasionally  de«troy-  the  knot,  clearly  showed.  When  the 
ed  before  labour  by  a  perfect  and  tight-  knot  was  undone  this  indentation  con- 
drawn  knot  on  the  runis,  and  that  a  tinned.  I  have  repeatedly  since  that 
degree  of  tightness,  short  of  entirely  time  put  a  similar  Knot  on  a  cord,  and 
obstructing  the  transmission  of  blood  by  drawn  it  as  tight  as  I  could,  but  as  soon 
the  cord  to  the  child,  impeded  its  de-  as  the  knot  was  undone  the  indenta- 
velopment,  and  stinted  its  growth.  In  tion  entirely  disappeared,  the  knotted 
my  case  the  cord  was  somewhat  shorter  part  appearing  Uke  the  rest  of  the 
than  ordinary ;  it  was  perhaps  made  cord.  In  this  respect  a  knot  put  on  a 
still  shorter  by  the  turn  round  the  cord  after  delivery  differs  from  one  put 
neck  existing  before  labour  began  ;  on  before  it — a  fact  worthy  of  remark, 
there  was  a  sudden  suspension  and  per-  Petit,  as  ouoted  by  Burton  (in  his 
manent  extinction  of  the  movements  of  Essay  on  Midwifery,  London,  1751,) 
the  child,  previously  remarkably  lively,  relates  a  case  where  the  navel-string 
attended  with  circumstances  (viz.  the  of  a  human  foDtus  was  shewn,  which 
sudden  violent  exertion,  and  succussion  had  a  knot  in  its  middle,  **  and  the 
of  the  body  of  the  mother)  calculated  marks  of  the  part  that  formed  the  knot 
to  tighten  a  knot  previously  existing,  could  be  observed,  which  proves  that 
and  followed  in  a  moment  by  pheno-  the  knot  had  been  made  long  before  the 
mena,  even  violent  convulsive  move-  woman's  delivery.'*  Petit  does  not  men- 
ments,  which  would  undoubtedly  hap-  tion  whether  tne  child  was  alive  or 
pen  on,  and  prove  characteristic  of,  the  dead  at  birth,  so  the  case  affords  little 
accident  under  consideration,  viz.  tight-  instruction  on  the  nature  of  the  acci- 
ening  of  a  knot  on  the  cord.  That  the  dent  under  notice,  but  it  verifies  my 
foetus  had  been  destroyed  some  time  observation,  of  the  marks  remaining 
before  birth  is  abundantly  evident  by  under  the  circumstances  stated  above, 
the  mArks  of  incipient  putrefaction  Ruysch,  in  his  Observ.  Anst.  Chirurg. 
which  it  presented,  and  that  the  knot  Observ.  xi,  narrates  an  instance,  ac** 
was  the  cause  of  its  destruction  is  comnanied  with  a  delineation,  in  which 
shewn  by  as  clear  demonstration  as  the  loetus  was  destroyed  by  a  very  sin- 
such  a  subject  will  admit  of.  I  am  grular  modification  of  knot,  or  rather 
inchned  to  tnink  that  the  knot,  though  twisting,  of  the  funis  umbilicalis.  He 
not  tightened,  must  have  existed  before  thinks  it  likely  tliat  the  accident  was 
the  tumultuous  movement  of  the  foetus,  caused  by  the  foetus  twisting  the  cord, 
which  suddenly  and  finally  ceased  be-  in  the  manner  we  see  daily  done,  with 
cause  its  bulk  at  this  period  would  not  a  bit  of  string,  in  older  to  double  it ; 
permit  a  change  of  position  to  such  an  that  is,  by  twisting  the  two  cords  in 
extent  as  to  have  formed  a  new  knot,  or  opposite  directions,  or  only  one  end  of 
to  have  cast  it  through  a  noose  or  loop  it,  the  other  being  fixed ;  then  doubling 
previously  existing.  The  way,  then,  it,  and  laying  its  two  portions  in  close 
most  satisfactory  to  me,  of  accounting  contact,  they  instantly  twine  into  one 
for  the  accident,  and  its  occurrence  at  cord. 

the  time  specified,  is,  that  a  knot,  not  In  conclusion  it  appears,  Ist,  that 

tightly  drawn,  must  have  previously  knots  may  exist  on  tne  cord  without 

existed,  and  that  the  cord  being  short,  any  injury  whatever  to  the  foetus, 

and  perhaps  rendered  more  so  by  the  2dly.   It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a 

turn  round  the  neck,  the,  sudden  and  certain  amount  of  tightness  of  one  of 

energetic  movement  of  the  mother  ef-  these  knots,  sliort  of  entirely  obstruct- 

fected  such  a  change  of  position  of  the  ing  the  circulation  in  the  funis,  will 

child  as  tightened  tne  knot,  to  the  stop-  affect  the  development  of  the  fchild ;  and, 

page  of  the  circulation  in  the  cord  and  3dly.  The  case  related,  as  well  as 

the  extinction  of  its  own  vitality.     I  Smeliie's  case,  the  experience  of  Levret 

have  ventured  to  think  that  in  its  last  and  others,  clearly  shew,  that  a  knot 

tumultuous   or  convulsive,  movements  may  form  on  the  umbilical  cord,  and  be 

one  or  other  of  the  extremities  of  the  drawn  so  tight  as  to  destroy  the  foetus, 

foetus  may  have  got  a  turn  of  the  cord  before  any  uterine  action  for  its  expul- 

round  it,  so  as  to  cause,  or  assist  at  gion  be  begun. — I  am,  sir, 

least,  in  the  tightening  of  the  knot.  Your  obedient  servant, 

The  force  with  which  the  cord  was  tied  Alex.  J.  Hannay,  M.D. 

was  very  remarkable,  as  the  deep  in-  Anderson's  Umversity ,  Oct.  i,  iSiO. 
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IODINE  TO  CHILBLAINS.  ^^  "^^ 

r.  xKj  ^xiii^i^  ACTIONS  OE  THE  OBLIQUE  MUS- 

To  the  JBdiior  qfihe  Medical  Gazette.  ^     5^^®  ^'  "^^  ^^"^^ 

Bt  Charles  Radclttfs  Hali.. 

,    ,®":                                  ,           ,   ,                    (For  the  Medical  Gazette.J 
In  lookinfi^  over  some  numbers  of  the  

Gazette,!  find  a  letter  under  the  head  ^        i.    •  i     •    i  ^        «. 

of  "Treatmentof  Chilblains  by  Iodine,"  Few  plwsiological  qu^ons  have  oo- 

Feb.  29,  1840 ;  and  as  the  wither  ap-  fasioned  more  discussion,  and  led  to 

proaches  when  many  wiU  be  glad  to  less  certain  concluaons.  than  that  of  the 

tear  of  a  remedy  for  such  troublesome  ^tions  of  the  obhque  mu^ea  of  the 

visitors,  I  feel  pleasure  in  bearing  my  ^^' .   ^    conwderaWe   difference   of 

humble  testimony  iom^JuU  to  i^ne  ^P?'^^t«!S^"'S  *^^  i^r  ^^!^ 

as  a  cure  for  chilblains;  but  I  cannot  a?d  as Dieffenbach's  opcrati^  ^^"^Z 

Bgree  altogether  with  your  correspon-  ^^^^  has  mvwted  the  suT^  with 

^nt,  who  would  have  it  that,  in  eVery  F^ctical  interest,  any  fecte  beuing  on 

instance,  it  cures.    Here  I  must  differ  the  question  seem  worthy  of  being  re- 

with  him ;   for  though  I  have  found  «>~e<l' 


talun 


the  gt)od  effects  of  it  when^r*f  appUed,  -f »  exemphfying  the  different 

in  every  case,  I  must  say  that  when  l^^^t  «:^,°°«  f^  ^""^  muscle*, 

those  ^dividuals  had  a  return  of  the  by  phynologuits  of  ma^  or  leas  cele- 

chilblains  the  same  winter,  its  applica.  ^nty,  I  may  remarlL  that  the  aupemr 

tion  proved  ineffectual;  but  fmust  obW  by  lU  contraction  was  thought 

also  remark,  that  it  prevents  a  return  ^  ^^/  ^*i^?I?  ^^"^  andout- 

for  a  much  longer  period  than  any  "^  ^^"^-^^  promontoiy  of  the 

any  other  appUcltion  I  know  of,  and  S?^^'  }y  Albinus,  Cowpcr   l>ouglas, 

consequenMy  I  would  give  it  the  pre-  gS??'  t^^  more  recently  by  Sir  C 

ference:  bt^iides  this,  It  has  the  ^  ?^il^.t,,  ^/yjaple,t  B.  Cooper.|l   and 

effect  of  relieving  the  pain  and  itching  i-^'^"^'' f  downwards  and  mwNds  by 

after  the  first  or  sec6nd  application.  Hildebrand.  Gataken,  imd  Dr.  Knox; 

Perhaps  the  Luanner  I  ordered  it  could  ?F^^,,*°^  '^^^  ^^  ^'  Mu^er, 

be  improved  on,  so  as  to  make  it  bene-  Jf '•  J^^^^J?  *°^  (**  ^^^^  hp^ear)  by 

ficial  if  the  person  was  attacked  a  ^',V„:'^5:''    *^a.  .  ^   •      w 

second  time  the  same  winter.  .Should  T*?j  a^^on  of  the  inferior  obhque  was 

any  of  your  correspondents  suggest  an  ^??-^i  ^^  Albmus  to  be  that  of 

improv^ent,  I  shall  be  happy  to  adopt  stating  the  eye  w  as  to  dirwrt  the  puml 

it  and  give  it  a  fair  trial.    VHeformln  towaTdsthetemple,**and  dirwtmg  Ac 

which  1  used  it  wixs  as  follows :-  ??P*\  IJ^S^'  .,  ^^^^^   thought  it 

B.  in  ^  T  J-  ••  *.."     T  •  •       »  o  directed  the  pupil  downwards  jind  in- 

R  Tinrt.  lodiim,  ^oij. ;  Linim«it.  aipo.  ^^.    HildebVand    and    F.   Miiller 

nis  Co.  f^T.    M.     Sspe  apphcandum.  ^p^^rds  and    inwards :    Sir  C.  Bell, 

I  used  the  soap  linument,  because  it  Dalrymple,  and  J.  Miiller,  are  also  of 
makes  the  apphcatic*n  more  soothing  this  last  opinion.  Dr.  Knox  stales,  as 
and  emoUient.  I  ne>'er  could  apply  it  the  result  of  his  experiments  on  the 
when  the  chilblains  h\ad  cracked ;  but  dead  body,  that  "  the  obliquus  inferihr; 
if  applied  when  the  parts  are  red  and  when  acted  on  alone,  directed  the  pupil 
swollen,  it  becomes  a  powerful  repel-  upwards  and  outwards,  brinsing  tKe 
lent.  I  never  had  occasion  to  order  eyeball  itself  forwards."  In  tiia  Ana- 
chamois  leather,  the  lin.iment  proving  tomist's  Vade  Mecum,  lately  published, 
efiectual  without  any  covering.  Mr,  W.  J.  E.  Wilson  thus  expieascs 

Your  insertion  of  the  ab«ove,  if  worth  himself:   "  The  inferior  oblique,  acting 

a  comer  in  your  valuable  journal,  will  alone,  rolls  the  globe  outwards  and 

much  oblige,  sir,  upwards  to  the  upper  and  outer  angle 

Your  obedient  servant,  or  the  eye." 

J.  FiTZPATSiCK,  M.R.C.S.  With  respect  to  the  conjoint  action  of 

October  5, 1840.  the  two  obhque  muscles,  anatomists  are 

P.S.— I  first  used  it  in  the  winter  of  1  SiSS^  ^^;'^'^.V\7'  ^'  *V^ 

1  Qoe  t  Nfttmral  BxpocitionoT  the  Nervcty  ISM,  b»31S. 

•o****  T  ftn  thf  Eye. 

Hospital  Reports,  No.  7>  p.  490. 
1  Translation. 
CAl.  Gazbttb. 
••  Lancet,  rol,  xxxvi.  p.  491. 
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not  less  divided  ia  opinion.    Cowper,  mnscles,  and  inactive  during  sleeps  and 

Winslow,   Morgagni,  Clieselden,  and  that  the  involuntary  obliqui  are  then 

Haller,  thought  they  served  ta  keep  the  acting  alone;  and  he  accounts  for  the 

eye  suspended  in  the  orbit,  antagonised  upward  and  inward  direction  of  the 

each  otner,  and  acting  vi^rously  caused  pupil  during  sleep,  by  supposing  that  the 

the  eyeball  to  project.    Dr.  Knox  con-  fourth  nerve  causes,  "  on  certain  occa- 

siders  them  simply  as  anta^nists  to  sion8,arelaxationofthe  muscle  to  which 

the  recti,  which  would  otherwise  retract  it  goes ;"  and  having  found  that  in  the 

the  eye,  and  found  that,  when  shortened  monkey  the  upward  and  inward  motion, 

togetner,  they  pulled  the  eyeball  for-  which  accomminies  winking,  was  more 

wSrdSf  and  directed  the  pupil  down-  rapid  after  oivision   of    the  superior 

wards  and  inwards.    Prof;  M  tiller  also  oblique,  such  relaxation  of  the  troch- 

states  that  when  both  oblique  muscles  leans  would  favour,  he  conceives,  the 

act  together,  the  eye  is  drawn  forwards  natural  action  of  the  inferior  obliquus. 

and  the  pupil  directed  inwards.*    Sir  Mr.  Dalrymple,  on  the  other  hand,  views 

C.  Bell  says,  "  Their  combined  action  the  superior  oblique  as    a  Toluntar^r 

draws  the  eyeball  towards  the  nose."t  muscle  relaxed  together  with  the  recti 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  W.  J.  £.  Wilson  during  sleep,  whilst  the  inferior  oblique 

states  that"  both  muscles  actinff  together  only  is  involuntarily  contracted,   and 

draw  the  eyeball  forwards,  ana  give  the  carries  the  pupil  upwards  and  inwards, 

pupil  that  slight  degree  of   eversion  **  which  is  iound  to  be  the  case,  when, 

which  enables  it  to  admit  the  largest  from  whatever  cause,  the  exercise  of 

field  of  vision."  volition  upon  the  other  muscles  is  sus- 

Sir  C.  Bell  and  Dr.  Quaint  deny  pended."    Mr.  Hunt,  in  1836*,  pub- 

that  they  antagonise  the  recti,  because  ushed  a  very  ingenious  paper,  in  which 

they   exist  in   animals  in  which  the  he  o^red  a  rationale  of  the  &ct  of  the 

globe   cannot  be  retracted,  and  are  orbital  muscles  receivingnervous  energy 

not  more  developed  in  those    which  from  so  many  different  nerves.  In  18^, 

possess  an  additional  special  retrac-  Dr.  Baly's    admirable   translation   of 

tor  muscle.    The  first  objection  seems  Miiller's  Physiology  appeared,  and  at 

only  to  prove  that  to  antagonise  the  p.  990,  the  explanation  offered  of  the 

recti  is  not  the  sole  function  of  the  muscular  nerves  is  very  similar  to  that 

muscles,  and  that  it  may  not  be  one  of  of  Mr.  Hunt.    The  two  motores  ocu- 

their  uses  in  animals  where  no  mecha-  lorum  only    are   consensual  in  their 

nical  impediment  to  the  retraction  of  action ;  the  two  levators  of  the  globes 

the  eye  exists.    Nor  does  the  addition  always  act  together ;  never,  naturally, 

of  a  special  retractor  muscle  of  neces-  one  without  the  other ;  so  likewise  do  the 

sity  demand  increased  development  of  adductors  and  the  depressors ;  whereaa 

its  antagonists ;  the  latter  are  not  re-  th^  eyes  are  dissociated  in  their  move- 

<^uired  to  overcome  the  voluntary  retrac-  ment  outwards,  and  hence,  as  the  ob- 

tion  of  the  globe,  but  only  during  the  vious  and  direct  abductor  has  a  special 

absence  of  such  action  to  suspend  the  nerve,'  it  is  d  priori  probable  that,  of  the 

eye,  and  prevent  it  from  being  drawn  two  oblique  muscles,  that  which  has  a 

backward  by  the  tonic  contraction  of  special,  nerve  should  be  the  one  de« 

their  opponents.    Mr.  B.  Cooper  found,  signed  for  dissociate  action ;  that  sup* 

on  divicung  the  oblique  muscle  both  in  plied  in  common  with  the  consensual 

rabbits,  that  there  resulted  permanent  muscles,  the  one  for  associated  move^ 

retraction  and  depression  of  the  globe  ment ;  an  argument  against  those  who 

on  the  floor  of  tne  orbit.    Sir  C.  Bell  holdthatthesuperiorobhque  can  singly 

enters  full^into  the  question,  and  from  adduct  one  eye  to  correspond  with  the 

his   experiments    considers  it  proved  abduction  of  the  other, 

that  the  division  of  the  oblique  muscles  Whilst  instituting  some  experiments 

does  not  in  any  deme  affect  the  volun-  on  the  nerves  which  pass  into  the  orbit 

tary  motions  of  the  eye ;  but  that  the  in  the  dog  and  cat,  I  found,  in  reference 

obfiaui   perform  all  the    involuntary  to  the  muscles,  the  following  results  : — 

revolving  motions  So  essential  to  the  The  animal  being  stunned,  and  its  skull 

due  preservation  of  the  organ.     He  opened,  the  nerves  operated  upon  being 

contiderB  that  the  recti,  being  voluntary  carefully  isolated,    two    neeoles  were 


•  Baly*a  TnoulattoD,  p.  «ao.  

'  Log.  dUt.  p.  sia.  •  TruiMurtioiif  oftlie  FroTindal  Mediad  Amo- 

RkOMiiti  or  Anatony.  ciatkm. 
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inserted  into  each  nerve  at  a  slight  dis-  4.  On  galvanising  the  fourth  nerve 
tance  from  each  other.  When  the  the  pupU  was  quicidy  directed  down- 
opposite  wires  of  a  moderately  powerful  wards  and  outwards,  to  attain  which 
galvanic  apparatus  were  applied  to  the  position  it  swept  round  the  lower  lid  in 
needles,  muscular  action  was  induced,  a  somewhat  revolving  manner,  knd  was 
The  action  was  not  a  sudden  firm  con-  not  drawn,  as  it  were,  in  a  straight  line 
traction,  persisting  without  relaxation  to  the  axis  at  which  it  arrived, 
as  long  as  the  connection  of  the  wires  5.  On  galvanising  the  sixth  nerve  the 
and  needles  was  kept  up,  but  a  quiver-  globe  was  drawn  outwards  and  retracted, 
ing  motion  of  the  globe  in  a  dif-  and  the  haw  protruded, 
ferent  direction  resulted,  as  if  the  The  contraction  of  the  orbital  mus- 
muscle  in  action  were  submitted  to  a  cles,  which  followed  stimulation  of  the 
series  of  repeated  small  irritations,  fifth  nerve  during  its  connection  with 
Separation  or  the  nerves  at  their  origins  the  brain,  was  either  fallacious,  depend- 
from  the  brain  did  not  immediately  ing  on  the  needles  touching  the  con- 
destroy  the  irritability  of  the  muscles,  tiguous  third  nerve,  or  else  was  owing 
but  in  a  cat,  after  it  had  been  killed  by  to  reflex  action  through  the  brain.  It 
division  of  the  spinal  cord  between  the  evidently  proves  nothing  in  favour  of 
first  vertebra  and  the  occiput,  and  in  the  fifth  suppljdng  motor  influence  to 
a  dog  poisoned  by  a  large  dose  of  hy-  anjr  of  the  structures  of  the  eye,  as  the 
drocyanic  acid,  I  was  unable  to  excite  effect  certainly  ceased  when  the  nerve 
contraction  by  applying  galvanism  either  was  separated  from  its  origin,  and  could, 
to  the  nerves,  or  the  muscles  of  the  therefore,  be  more  efiectually  isolated, 
eyeball  themselves,  beyond  the  slightest  It  may  not  be  deemed  irrelevant  here 
quivering,  which  ceased  almost  instant-  to  notice  some  slight  peculiarities  in 
ly.  In  the  dog,  when  the  portio  dura  reference  to  the  anatomy  of  the  ophthal- 
was  galvanised,  slight  twitehing  of  the  mic  portion  of  the  fifth  in  the  dog  and 
facial  muscles  certainly  resulted,  but  cat.  The  lenticular  gan^tion  is  situ- 
not  nearly  to  so  great  an  extent  as  when  ated  farther  from  the  optic  nerve  than 
no  prussic  acid  had  been  administered.*  in  man,  and  is  formed  exclusively  in 
In  the  cat,  when  the  needles  were  the  third  nerve.  The  third  nerve,  im- 
inserted  into  muscles  suppUedby  nerves  mediately  on  entering  the  orbit  gives  off" 
coming  from  the  spinal  cord  below  the  its  brancn  to  the  levator  palpebree,  and 
point  of  division,  contraction  resulted,  that  to  the  superior  rectus ;  pai^^ing 
In  the  instances  which  afibrded  de-  forwards,  the  remaining  trunk  terroi- 
cisive  results  the  following  occurred : —  nates  by  dividing  into  tnree  nerves  for 

1.  The  needles  being  inserted  into  the  internal  and  inferior  rectos,  and 
the  ophthalmic  division  of  the  fifth  inferior  obUque  respectively.  Just  be- 
nerve  of  the  right  side,  the  right  eye  fore  this  threefold  division,  the  lenticu- 
was  moved  quickly  by  different  orbital  hir  ganglion  projects  like  a  small  knob 
muscles  alternately,  and  the  lower  jaw  from  the  upper  part  of  the  nerve.  In 
was  slightly  moved.  size  about  as  larg^e  as  two  pin>heads, 

2.  This  nerve  being  divided  at  its  it  furnishes  superiorly  a  nerve  about 
origin,  and  separated  from  the  rest,  and  two  lines  in  length,  which  is  directed 
the  galvanic  poles  again  appUed  to  the  upwards,  forwarofs,  and  inwards,  to  the 

.  dist^  portion,  no  action  resulted.  optic  nerve ;  it  here  divides  into  two 

3.  The  third  nerve  was  separated  fascicuH  of  ciliary  nerves,  one  lying 
from  the  brain  into  the  end  next  to  the  inferior  and  external,  the  other  superior 
eye ;  the  needles  were  inserted;  a  brisk  and  internal  to  the  optic.  To tlie latter 
quivering  motion  followed.  The  pupil  set  become  applied  two  long  slender 
was  now  directed  upwards,  now  down-  filaments  from  the  nasal  nerve ;  they 
wards,  then  inwards,  and  occasionally  do  not  anpear  to  combine,  but  only  to 
turned  with  a  semi-rotatory  motion  run  together  to  their  common  destina* 
upwards  and  inwards  beneath  the  inner  tion.  In  no  dissection,  however  care- 
canthus ;  these  several  motions  occur-  ^dly  conducted,  generally  under  water, 
ring  in  quick  succession.  could  I  find  a  root  from  the  nasal  nerve 
to  join  the    cihary    ganglion.      The 

*..l>o«»  no*  thw  diminution  of  moBcularirrita-  naso-ciliary  filaments  are  white    and 

bility  account  for  the  nedatTC  effectB  of  hydro-  fs-—     fVi^,i«i,  «^«««^;,,„i„  «i^Jj              1 

cyanic  acid  aa  a  remedial  agent  in  aUayiny  nrm,  though  exceedingly  slender,  and 

•P"n»7  may  be  traced  as  far  back  as  the  gas- 
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serian  gan^^lion,  without  any  fiirther  con-  straight  hefore  her,  the  axes  of  the  two 

nection  with  the  nasal  branch  than  lying  tyes  perfectly  coincide.      When    the 

in  the  same  neurileme.    I  was  unable  nght  eye  is  oirected  outwards,  the  left 

to    find  any    filament   directly   from  remains  with  its  pupil  in  the  centre, 

the  sympathetic  to  the  lenticular  gan-  When  the  right  eye  is  directed  towards 

glion,  but  just  below  the  termination  of  an  object  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  the 

the  naso-ciliary  filaments  in  the  ^as-  pupilof  the  left  is  also  directed  upwards 

serian  ganglion  of  the  dog,  the  sixth  ana  inwards,  but  not  inwards  quite  to 

nerve  sent  to  the  ophthalmic  a  large  tlie  same  extent  as  the  ri^ht  eye.  When 

twig  directed  from  behind  forw^ards,  of  desired  to  look  at  the  tip  of  the  nose, 

the  same  colour  and  consistence  as  the  the  pupil  of  the  left  eye  is  directed 

nervous  twi^  which,  a  line  posteriorly,  downwards  and  inwards.    If  the  sound 

it  had  received  from    the  cavernous  be  closed,  and  the  left  pupil  directed 

Slexus  of  the  sympathetic.    Very  evi-  inwards  as  much  as  possible,  the  pa- 

ent  grey  nerves  are  seen  passing  into  tient  is  conscious  of  considerable  effort, 

the  under  surface  of  the  ganglion  of  the  and  the  maximum  of  in  version  still  leaves 

fifth,  in  a  preparation  from  the  human  some  conjunctiva  visible  between  the 

subject,  and  also  in  another  from  the  cornea  and  semilunar  fold,  which,  of 

dog,  which  I  dissected.    The  nerve  to  course,  is  not  the  case  on  the  sound 

the  inferior  oblique  is  the  longest  of  feide ;  so  that  the  power  of  direct  inver- 

the  three  terminal  branches  of  the  third  sion,  though  slightly  possessed  by  the 

nerve,  and  in  both  cat  and  do^,  in  its  left  eye,  is  very  oifrcrent  in  the  two 

connection  with  the  ophthalmic  gan-  eyes. 

ghon,  it  is  very  markedly  different  from  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  others:  it  appears  to  come  off  from  the  internal  rectus  w^as  here  entirely 
the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  margin  divided ;  the  tendon  was  completely 
of  the  ^nglion  itself,  which  is  not  the  over  the  blade  of  the  scissars,  and  ap- 
case  with  the  rest :  it  gives  off  no  peared  without  any  adhesions  farther 
branches  before  its  entrance  into  the  pack :  before  the  cut  was  made  the  eye 
belly  of  the  inferior  obli(]ue ; — a  circum-  immediately  started  to  its  proper  axis, 
stances,  I  think,  favouring  the  opinion  and  is  not  inverted  by  merely  oirectine^ 
of  Dalrymple  as  to  the  inferior  oblique  the  opposite  eye  outwards,  which  woula 
being  the  only  truly  involuntary  mus-  certainly  ensue  were  the  internal  rec- 
cle  of  the  orbit.*  The  internal  rectus  tus  in  tact,  afi  exemplified  in  another 
of  the  left  eye  was  divided  for  conver-  case  where  some  of  tne  upper  fibres  of 
gent  strabismus.  Twenty  hours  after  the  tendon  escaped  division.  What 
trie  operation,  when  the  woman  looks  muscle,  then,  effected  the  inward  move- 
ments  to  the  degree  in  which  they 

•Thonrh  not  ttrictly  pertinent,  I  may  mention  "T^^^^f.  Some  would  aiiswer,  the  supe- 

tha't  in  neither  do;  nor  cat  did  I  find  a  distinct  nor  oblique   alone,  others  the   inner 

lacrymal  nerve  from  the  first  division  of  the  lltth,  fibres  of  the  rectus  superior  or  inferior, 

bnttwolonr  nervons  filaments  passed  upwards  „^^^«j«    „  „„  ♦!,«  „,.„,„ -^  ^-  ^««^«,„-J 

and  outwards  alonif  the  outer  ifirtof  the  orbit,  according  OS  the  upward  or  downward 

and  supplied  twigs  to  the  lacrymal  pland  and  fat  direction  predominated.  Itis  not  proved 

andintegninents  near  the  outer  can  thus,  one  (sub-  thatnart  of  anv  mnscle  of  the  evp  can 

cnUneus  mate)  passing:  through  the  cheek-bone,  ^"r  ??r    1  5?^  ™^«^*^  "*  ^  J^    .    " 

Just  anterior  to  their  origin  from  the  second  act  Without  the  whole,  and  if  the  View 

division  of  the  fifth,  that  trunk  receive  organic  that  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  sub- 

filaroents  which   pass  fipom  before  backwards  o*„„*j«i.«  v.^  ««««,«♦  *i,«  «„««,^«,^ki;«.,« 

from  the  spheno-palatine  eanglion.  This  gan-  ^tantiate  be  correct,  the  superior  obhque 

glion  is  a  fiat,  elon{pted,ov87  nervous  mass,  lying  alone  cannot  be  the  agent.    Do  not 

S\^.S'"ISl^f;*^^'A'"lH?tlV.JSfnS!Si  aiereinarks  wWch  have  preceded  joi^ 

by  means  of  filamenU  which  pass  from  the  gan-  "ty  the  conclusion,  tnat  tne  motions  in 

glion  tojoin  the dilTerent  branches.  The  ganglion  question  may  be  ascribed  to  the  joint 

;S.tSS'.'??Sr^»me'S,;i2P.?'tS\S!!  contraction  of  both  obU^ui  combined 

of  the  pharynx,  backwards  and  outwards  to  the  with  the  superior  rectus  in  the  upward 

infinuorbitar  nerve   and  downwards  small  flla-  and  inward  motion,  with  the  inferior 

ments,  which  become  united  to  those  twigs  of  ,^«*„„  •     ♦!,«♦  ^^«»,  JL«^<.  ^^A  ;i«,«».io  o 

the  in7nM>rbitar  nerve,  which  are  distributed  to  rectus  in  that  downwardS  and  mwards  Y 

the  teeth,  back  part  of  the  roof,  the  mouth,  and  M«-,-,fc--»--  n^mi  Tn4i*m.nr 

■oft  palate.     Does  not  the  fsirt  of  the  pslaui  ^^"'^IfiJJ^^iS*™'^ 

nerves  in  the  dog  being  more  espedally  ftamisbed  uctooer  6, 1840. 
by  the  second  primary  branch  of  the  fifth,  and 

not  coming,  as  in  man,  from  Meckel's  ganglion,  . 
support  Dr.  Alcock*s  view  of  the  posterior  pala- 
tine nerves  being  partly  gustatory  ? 

672.— XXVII.  K 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS.  ]>loo<i  o^  chlorotic  paticnta  there  is  an 

increased  proportion  of  the  serums  with 

-  a  marked  diminution  of  the  crassamen- 

-  L'Autetir  f^;^^^l^\;^f^r/f^^^2ll^^^r  ••  turn.     It  would  not  he  difficult  to  trace 

to  this  morhid  condition  of  the  blood 

many,  nearly  all,  the  di£Eerent  theories 
A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  which  have  been  propounded.  Andial's 
peculiar  to  Wtmen,  lUustrated  by  remarks  on  the  an®mia  of  chlorosi*  are 
Cases,  derived  from  Hospital  and  qui^  confirmatory  of  Dr.  Ashwell's 
Private  Practice.  By  Samuel  ^iews.  The  leading  and  most  frequent 
AsHWELL,  M.D.,  Obstetric  Physician  complications  of  chlorosis  with  func- 
and  Lecturer  at  Guy's  Hospital,  tional  derangement  of  different  organs 
Part  I.  Functional  Diseases.  London:  are  clearly  and  usefully  described.  In 
Highley,  1840.  8vo.  pp.  208.  the  general  plan  of  treatment  too  we  fully 
If  Dr.  AshwelVs  opportunities  for  concur.  '*The  treatment  of  chlorosis 
practical  observation  were  exclusively  to  be  extensively  successful  must  be 
confined  to  the  extensive  Lying-in  early  and  most  seduously  prosecuted." 
Charity  of  Guy's  Hospital,  he  would  The  treatment  of  the  most  common 
have  ''ample  scope  and  space  enough,"  form  of  chlorosis,  namely,  that  accom- 
either  to  correct  or  confirm  the  prevail-  panying  puberty,  may  be  regarded  as 
ing  doctrines  as  to  the  nature  and  the  type  of  the  treatment  of  all  the 
management  of  female  diseases.  And  others,  embodying  the  principles  which, 
as  we  Icnow  no  reason  why  we  may  not  with  greater  or  less  modification,  are 
for  once  depart  from  me  common  universallv  applicable.  *'  It  is  here,  at 
custom  of  ending  a  notice  of  a  work  the  very  threshold  of  the  disease,  when 
with  the  reviewer's  opinion  of  its  merit,  its  character  is  not  understood,  or  when 
we  begin  by  sajring  that  he  has  made  it  is  treated  empirically,  that  the  great- 
good  use  of  his  opportunities.  It  is  est  error  is  committed.  It  is  viewed  as 
true  that  this  treatise  is  not  remarkable  a  local,  not  as  a  constitutional  afifection, 
for  any  novelty  of  views,  but  it  is  sound  and  many  are  the  individuals  who  have 
and  sensible  in  its  doctrines,  and  been  sacrificed  to  the  vain  and  ignorant 
therefore  reflects  credit  upon  the  writer,  attempt  of  prematurely  establishing 
and  well  deserves  the  perusal  of  the  menstruation  :  mercury,  drastic  purga- 
junior  practitioner.'  tives,  and  emmenagogues,  have  irxe- 
Dr.  A.  proposes  to  arrange  the  trievably  destroyed  the  constitutional 
diseases  peculiar  to  women  in  three  power,  and  paved  the  way  for  phthisi- 
great  divisions.  In  this,  the  first,  he  cal  disease."  £lectricit}%  Dr.  A.  says, 
places  the  functional.  In  the  second  deserves  to  be  mentioned  as  a  local 
we  arc  to  have  the  organic  diseases :  uterine  stimulant.  He  has  seen  manv 
and,  in  the  third  and  last  part  of  the  cases  where  its  efficacy  was  decided, 
work,  will  be  comprised  the  affections  We  have  not  been  so  fortunate ;  we  too 
of  the  pregnant  and  puerperal  states,  have  tried  this  agent,  and  we  believe 
The  suDjects  treatl^d  m  the  first  part  in  appropriate  cases,  without  either 
are  chlorosis,  with  cases,  amenorrhiea»  harm  or  benefit.  Sixteen  cases  of 
emmenagogues,  dysmenorrhuea,  pro-  chlorosis  are  briefly  detailed.  The  se- 
fuse  menstruation,  menorrhagia,  leu-  cond  chapter,  on  amenorrhosa,  contains 
corrho&a,  and  inflammation  of  the  cer-  a  good  practical  sketch  of  this  disease 
vix  uteri ;  affections  attendant  on  the  as  it  occurs  in  different  constitutions, 
decline  of  the  catamenial  frmctions.  The  remarks  on  the  Umits  within  which 
The  chapter  on  chlorosis  is  brief  and  the  employment  of  emmenagogue 
practical,  and,  as  far  as  our  experience  remedies  ought  to  be  restricted,  offer  a 
teaches  us,  correct  both  in  the  descrip-  useful  lesson  to  young  practitioners,  of 
tion  of  the  disease  and  its  mode  of  which  we  know,  from  abundant  expe- 
management.  We  think  with  Dr.  A.  rience,  they  often  stand  in  need.  With 
that  it  may  be  fairly  assumed  that  chlo-  some,  stimulant  vaginal  injections  are 
rosis  primarily  depends  on  a  morbid  auite  the  fashion.  We  hear  much  of 
condition  of  the  blood,  which  secon-  tneir  curative  powers,  but  nothing  of 
darily  aifects  the  ovaries  and  uterus,  by  their  danger.  But  they  are  not  safe 
retarding  their  growth.  This  opinion  remedies  where  there  is  uterine  conges* 
is  supported  by  the  fact,  that  m  the  tion.     In  two  such  cases  dangerous  in* 
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flammation   of  the  cemx  uteri  and        MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

upper  jpart  of  the  vagina  followed  their  *.*-«*^*^  **- 

use.     Stimulating  fluids  have  been,  as  F^riday,  October  16,  ld40. 

emmenagogues,  injected  into  the  uterus.  .__ 

Death,  from  peritoneal  inflammation,       „  ^^^  omnibm,  Ucet  etiam  mihf ,  dijmiutem 

has  several  times  lonowed  the  practice,  ArH§M9diem  tneri;  potestu  modo  veniendi  in 

and  in  two  instances  which  were  wit-  pablicnm  «it,  dicendl  pericttlum  non  recuao.** 
nessed  by  Dr.  Ashwell  fatal  results  had  Cicbro. 

nearlv    ensued    from    most   alarming 

attacks    of   this    formidable    malady.      PROGRESS  OF  THE  PROFESSION. 

There  is  no  danger,  and  more  promise  of  _  ,  ,     -  , 

benefit,    from    stimulating  injections  ^^  speaking  last  week  of  the  condition 

being  Uirown  into  the  rectum.    Dr.  A.  of  the  Medical  Schools  as  an  evidence 

has  used,  with  advantage,  the  favourite  that  the  present  number  of  practitioners 

enema  of  Dr.  Schonlein :  ten  grains  of  •     •     ^«^,^_^^^  ^^  ♦u.*.  ^„^  ^e  ♦!,- 

aloes,  and  one  ounce  of  mucilage,  twice  ^'  '^  proportaon  to  that  part  of  the 

or  three  times  a  day.    Mercury  is  our  population  who  can  remunerate  them 

most  powerful    deobstruent,    if  judi-  for  their  attendance,  in  excessj  we  ex- 

ciously  managed.  pressed  an  opinion  that  the  evil  would 
Of  theergot  of  rye  as  an  emmena.  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  .^  ^^  ^^^ 
gogue.  Dr.  A.  "cannot  speak  favour-  r  '  i.  i_  .  j  Ti- 
abry :"  neither  can  we,  nor  can  we  per-  now  m  progress  of  bemg  removed.  If 
ceive  that  it  is  **  on  principle  easy  to  this  opinion  be,  as  we  have  no  doubt  it 
imderstand  how  it  should  produce  such  is,  correct,  it  is  fortunate ;  for  as  evils 
an  eflfect"  Ibdine  is,  occasionally,  a  ^f  this  kind,  hkc  the  diseases  of  the 
good  emmenagogue,  but  it  has  n«-  ,  ,  ,  •  ^  ^  x  ^ 
quently  feiledm  our  author's  practice.  ^^V'  "^^^V  '^^^^  stataonary,  but 
The  remarks  on  vicarious  menstruation,  tend,  with  more  or  less  rapidity,  to 
and  on  the  other  subjects  we  have  above  recovery  or  destruction,  another  result, 
mentioned  as  forming  the  contente  of  ^^^se  than  the  temporary  evU  which 
the  work,  are  practically  good.  This  ,  ,  ,  -u^u  v 
first  part  of  ifr.  A.'s  ^A  is  a  very  ^  happened,  might  have  been 
iavourable  specimen  of  his  ability,  and  threatened.  It  might  have  been  that 
we  doubt  not,  when  it  is  concluded,  there  would  take  place  no  reduction  in 
that  it  will  fairly  add  to  his  reputation,  the  number  of  the  members  Of  the  pro- 

fession,  (such  as  we  said  last  week  was 

Eiementi  of  Materia  Mediea ;  compre-  evidently  indicated),  but  a  reduction  of 

KeuHiug  the  Natural  History,  Prepa-  their  respectability.      For  it  is  clear 

ration.  Properties,  Composition,  Ef^  tj^at  e^e^    the    smaller    remuneration 
fects,  and  Uses  of  Medtctnes.     Part       ,..  *    .  «•   j  j  *    au 

IL  The  Vegetable  and  Animal  King-  ^^^^^  ^  «o^  "^^^^^^  ^  *h«  ^^««^g« 

dnms.   ByJoN.pEREiRA.Esq.F.R.S.  of  practitioners  would  be  suflUciently 

&c.  &c.    Longman  &  Co.  attractive  to  persons  in  a  lower  grade 

We  have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  of    society,  who,  if  they  could  gain 

announce  the  second  volume  of  Mr.  admission  into  the  ranks  of  the  profes- 

Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Mediea,  ^^^  ^n  easy  terms,  would  find  there 

which  completes  the  work;  compre-  ,    ,,        •      '.       ^  i.u-.: *  i.'i:* 

bending    the  Vegetable    and  An&ial  ^^^  ^  "^""^^^  ^^  ^^"^  respectability 

Kingdoms.    It  is  executed  in  the  same  and  a  good  return  for  their  trouble  and 

style  and  manner  as  that  which  ap-  small  expenditure.     There  could  be, 

peared  last  year.     The  mass  of  infor-  Jq  the  case  of  an  excess  of  practitioners, 
mation  it  contains  is  immense,    con-        ,  i*        *•  ^     «;*!,«..  ♦v.^;,  ««^ 

stituting  by  far    the    most  complete  only  one  alternative-^  her  their  num- 

system  of  materia  mediea  which,  has  bers  must  be    gradually  reduced,    or 

t>een  published  in  this  country.     It  their  station  in  society.     The   latter 

cannot  fail  to  become  a  standard  work,  has  happened  to  many  honest  callings 

...^  which,     from     being     once     deemed 

honourable,  have  now  fallen  into  dis- 
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repute;    the   fonner   is   happily   the  days.     It  should  be  the  same  with 

coune  which  the  mischief  in  our  case  erery  one  who,  in  an  honest  egprii  de 

has  chosen  for  itself.  corps,  considers    the   histoiy    of '  his 

It  is  probable  that  for  this  fortunate  calling ;  he  should  feel  pride  at  every 
result  we  may  principally  thank  the  upward  step  it  ha^  honestly  made,  and 
increased  demands  for  general  and  pro-  should  look  with  sorrow  on  every  past, 
fessional  knowledge  which  have  been  or  probable  future,  degradation, 
made  upon  the  candidates  for  profes-  The  gradual  rise  of  the  medical  pro- 
sional  dignities,  and,  as  necessarily  fession  has,  indeed,  been  most  remarka- 
connected  with  these  demands,  those  ble,  and  is,  we  believe,  without  parallel 
for  an  increased  expenditure  of  money.  .  in  any  oth^  profession  or  trade.  Who, 
It  is,  we  know,  a  favourite  theory  with  for  example,  could  believe  that  the 
many,  that  the  roads  to  professional  apothecary  of  the  present  day  is  a 
practice  should,  like  those  to  eminence  lineal  descendant  fromthoee  of  two  ceU- 
in  learning,  considered  abstractedly  turies  ago,  whom  he  now  resembles  only 
firom  its  applics|tion  in  earning  money,  in  name  ?  Many  amongst  us  (fe^tit^iir 
be  open  and  unobstructed  to  all,  with-  apoikecariuMj  have  probably  forgotten 
out  respect  to  rank  or  pecuniary  means ;  that  our  fore&thers  associated  with  the 
but  it  is  surely  not  going  too  far  to  say,  men  of  so  ungentle  a  craft  as*  the  gro- 
that  had  they  been  so  for  only  the  last  cers,  and  were  so  little  removed  in  rank 
twenty  years,  the  medical  profession  bom  them  that  their  common  com- 
WTmld,  by  this  time,  have  been  hre-  pany  was  not  named  after  what  we 
coverably  depressed.  With  no  increase  should  thiAk  must  have  been  its  better 
of  general  profits,  but  a  still  greater  members,  but  was  called  indiscrimi- 
surplus  than  actually  exists  of  those  natelythe  "  Grocers  or  Poticaries' com- 
who  have  to  divide  them,  it  is  impossi-  pany."  Nor  was  it  till  the  reign  of  the 
ble  but  that  its  members  must  have  sagacious  and  learned  James  the  First, 
been  degraded  firom  the  .deservedly  that  a  king  could  be  brought  to  deter- 
high  station  which  they  now  hold  in  mine  of  "his  own  wisdom  and  mighti- 
society.  ness  the  propriety  of  separating''  the 

Reflecting  on  the  conclusion  that  the  two  classes,  and  in  order  "  to  promote 

medical  profession  was  still  likely,  in  the  fiill  dignity  of  the  fiiculty  of  the 

successive  years,  to  continue  rising  in  pharmacopolites,  before  sunk  into  dis- 

the  scale  of  society,  both  scientific  and  repute,  and  despised,'*  to  grant  that  all 

poUtical,   our  attention  was  naturally  the  freemen  of  the  old  company,  who 

drawn  to  the  progress  which  its  several  were  educated  in  and  practised  phar- 

ranks  have  made  since  their  first  origin,  macy,  should  constitute  a  distinct  cor- 

It  can  never  harm  or  annoy  any  honest  poration,  and  be  called  by  the  name  of 

man,  who  has  gradually  raised  himself  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Society  of  the 

in  society,  to  look  back  upon  the  con-  Art  and  Mysteiy  of  PharmacopoUtes 

dition  in  which  he  was  bom  and  bred ;  of  the  City  of  London, 

nay,  it  has  been  said  by  one  who  spoke  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  Apotheca- 

well  on  all  such  subjects,  that  the  most  ries' Company;  once  identified  with  Gro- 

intense  enjoyment  of  which  the  human  oers,  whom  they  have  now  left  so  tax 

mind  is  capable,  is  that  of  a  man  who,  behind,  as  to  make  room  for  the  intro- 

having  been  exalted  for  his  virtues,  duction  between  them  of  another  class, 

returns  to  the  home  of  his  childhood,  the  chemists  and  druggists,  who  now 

and  contemplates  all  the  scenes  that  perform  some  of  the  higher  offices  of 

were   familiar  to  him   in   his    early  the  medical  profession,  in  addition  to 
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all  those  that  were  at  first  discharged  whom  its  character  might  be  known 

exclusively  by  the  apothecaries.  and  appreciated,  not  as  before,  only  in 

But  probably  many  who  have  had  and  near  London,  but  throughout  the 

to  do  with  the  Pharmacopolites'  Com-  kingdom. 

pany  are  unaware  that  the  licentiates,  The  next  most  important  advance 

are  a  class  which  was  only  of  late  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  most  of 

years  appended   to    the  society,  and  our  readers— that,  we  mean,  by  which 

which  still  forms  no  essential  part  of  it.  it  was  determined  that  an  apothecary 

It  was  only  by  degrees  that  the  mem-  might  not  only  prescribe  the  medicines 

bers  of  the  Company  rose  from  being  he  should  himself  administer,  but  might 

the  dispensers  and  administrators  of  the  receive  an  adequate  remuneration  for 

prescriptions  of  the  physicians;  nor  that  which  is  to  him  of  yet  more  im- 

could  they  exalt  themselves  even  so  portance,  his  time  and  the  exertion  of 

high  as  the  station  of  the  chemist  of  his  talents.    Thus,  then,  from  being 

the  present  day,  tUl  one  of  their  most  the  companions  of  grocers,  apothecaries 

worthy  predecessors,  William  Rose,  in  have,  in  two  centuries,  raised  them- 

1703,  after  suflfering  three  several  defeats  selves  to  privileges  and  an  estimation 

in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  ob-  scarcely  short  of  those  of  the  physicians, 

tained  a  reversal  of  that  Court's  judg-  and  differing  from  iheira  in  degree  ra- 

ment  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  had  it  ther  than  in  kind.  The  progress  having 

established  forever  that  an  apothecary  been  made  honestly,  there  can  be  no 

may  make  up  and  administer  medicine  pain  felt  in  looking  back  on  it ;  it  has 

for  a  patient  without  any  license  from  been  the  result  in  part,  and  perhaps 

the  feculty,  and  without  the  direction  most  visibly,  of  the  energy  and  public 

of  any  physician.  spirit  of  a  few,  but  in'a  still  greater, 

So  great  a  right  being  gained  did  not  though  not  so  evident  a  degree,  of  the 
foil  to  make  this  branch  of  the  profes-  gradual  increase  in  the  amount  of  edu- 
sion  infinitely  more  attractive  than  it  cation  which  has  been  from  time  to 
had  hitherto  been  ;  and  from  the  time  time,  and  especially  of  late  years,  re- 
when  it  was  obtained,  the  apothecaries  quired  of  the  candidates  for  the  license 
might  be  reckoned  as  sure  of  enrolling  of  the  Company, 
the  greater  number  of  the  members  The  rise  of  the  surgical  branch  of 
of  the  common  profession.  But  the  the  profession  has  not  been  less  re- 
fecilityofadmission  into  a  station  which  markable,  commencing,  as  it  probably 
conferred  so  much  advantage  at  so  did,  from  even  a  lower  grade,  that  of 
small  aa  expenditure  would  have  en-  the  barbers  and  blacksmiths,  who  were 
dangered  its  reputation,  liad  not  the  occasionally  called  in  to  perform  the 
bill  of  1815,  by  excluding  all  who  had  chief  brutalities  of  monkish  surgery, 
not  proved  that  they  merited  a  license  and  having  attained  to  the  enrolling 
to  practise,  secured  the  respectability  of  among  its  members  many  of  those  who 
the  class,  by  fixing  for  its  members  a  ^^ave  in  the  most  eminent  degree  ad- 
certain  standard  of  knowledge,  and  so  vanced  the  whole  science  of  medicine, 
indirectly,  of  education  and  pecuniary  But  its  story  is  too  well  known  to  need 
means.  Defective  as  in  many  respects  repetition;  Hunterian  orations  and  in- 
itundoubtedlywas,thebillof  1815de-  troductory  lectures  have  made  the 
serves  to  the  ftdl  the  credit  of  having,  e^^^  of  barber-surgeons,  the  sepa- 
by  the  introduction  of  a  new  class,  the  ^^^^  ^^  the  latter  class,  and  their 
Licentiates,  secured  to  the  Company  the  ^^^  and  subsequent  charters,  matters 
association  of  a  body  of  genUemen,  by  ©^  common  knowledge.    It  is  suflicient 


134  ON  RAPE  AND  ITS  PUNISHMENT. 

to  say  here,  that  the  elevation  of  tfaie,  tims.  Such  they  mUBt 

SIS  of  the  preceding  hranch  of  the  pro-  thougKihey  may  eatn  it  largely^  will 

fession,  has  heen  purely  the  result  of  never  give  them  rank ;  their  ignorance^ 

constantly  maintaining  a  standard  of  and  their  consequent  need  of  conoeal- 

knowledge  among  its  memhers  propor-  ing  it  hy  impudence  and  fraud,  must 

tionate  to,  and  always  far  ahove,  the  always  neutralize  all  the  advantages  it 

constantly  increasing  improvement  in  might  offer ;  and  even  Mr.  Warburton's 

the  condition  of  the  world  at  large.  And  measure,  if  he  could  carry  it,  and  give 

this  must  ever  be  the  principle  upon  them  a  kind  of  side-wind  license,  would 

which  future  progress  will  be  secured ;  only  make  them  registered  imposton. 

that  to  the  larp  maw  of  the  world  high  ^^  ^^  ^j,  —  ^j^SHtOan. 
intellectual  standard   is   indirectly  a 

money. standard  J   it  demands  from  the  The  following  passage  occurs  in  the 

/     .    .^      J,              r.  i_              ,  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review, 

great  majority  of  men  a  high  amount  j^  ^    j^^le    on  the    "  L&e  of  Sir 

of  education,  such  as  cannot  be  ob-  Samuel  Romilly."    After  some  obser- 

tained  without  considerable  expense,  vations  against  the  total  abrogation  of 

and  can  be  dispensed  with  only  by  capital  punishment,  the  reviewer  saya. 

.,        -        1             .       .  X  1     i.          1 J  To  this  general  suggestion  we  beg 

those  few  whose  eminent  talente  would  ^^^^^  ^  ^|  ^^^  ^^j^^*  the  bill  latelf 

ennoble  them  in  whatever  station  they  introduced  by  Mr.  Fitzroy  Kelly.    We 

might  move,  and  would,  more  worthily  were    exceedingly  surprised  that  the 

and  certainly  than  money  alone,  raise  principle  of   generalizinff —which,  in 

.,         -        Ii.    1         i.  *     *!.     u«  I,    *  the  diversity  of  human  nature,  is  sure 

them  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  ^  ^^^^^^  Inomaly-^ihould  have  ren- 

TBnk.  dered  that   honourable    and    learned 

That  an  increase  of  knowledge  is  gentleman  reluctant  to  admit  exceptions 

sure  to  be  a«8ociated  with,  or  followed  even  in  the  cases  of  miirder  and  high 

•      . J    ^  •  1    1      *•        r  *!,  treason  ;  but  we  are  still  more  surprised 

by,  an  increased  social  elevation  of  the  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^          ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

members  of   a    profession,  is  proved  a  third  exception.    We  are  well  aware 

further  in  our  case  by  the  fact  that,  of  the  suspicions  to  which  many  accu* 

without  such  an  increase,  those  who  sations  of  this  class  are  liable,  and  we 

started  fair  with  us  have  remained  sta-  ^^,  "^^i^Tjf^l^^t  *^^  ,^^?*  ^^L^"'^ 

reluctance  of  judges  and  juries  to  con- 

tionary,  or  have  retrograded.     With  vict  in  cases  which,  in  general,  rest  on 

grocers,  blacksmiths,  and  barbers,  the  the  evidence  of  a  sin^e  person,  and 

medical   profession    no    longer   holds  that  a  person  liable  to  the  strongest 

fellowship,  they  have  long  since  ceased  interests  and  influences  that  can  warp 

/^^       ^  .    .         ®     ,            ,,  human  testimony.      Of  such  dubiooa 

to  regard  us  as  relations,  great  as  would  ^^ses  we  do  not  speak,  and.  in  practice, 

be  the  honour  conferred  upon  them  by  we  venture  to  assert  that  they  are  safely 

the  connection.       In    conclusion    we  intrusted  to  the  jealous  discretion  of  the 

may  remark  Uiat,  of  those  who  practise  3^7  ^^  \^^  i^^«K  5   ^.^J  ^?^  «^«  ^^ 

•.!,„«;-    ^««    1    rf    *-ii           •        *  Ai  real  and  indubitable  violation,  where 

physic    one  clasrf  stiU  remains  at  the  what  is  lost  is  more  precious  td  the  in. 

same  level  of  degradation  m  which  it  dividual,  and  more  important  to  society, 

has    ever   lain  —  the    quacks,    in    all  than  life  itself — which,  in  certain  cases, 

ages    an    uneducated,   ignorant,    and  ^^*t  involve  husbands  and  children  in 

dishonest   set  of  men,  whom  no  ill-  '^^t^/^L^h^^f  unredeemable  mis«y 

'  — we  do  say  that  against  such  a  crime — 

gotten  wealth  has  ever  been  able  to  being,in  its  immediate  motives,  stronger, 

convert  into  gentlemen,  and  who  have  and  in  its  consequences  more  frightml, 

never,  though  they  have  fed  upon  the  than    murder  —  an    equal   protection 

credulity  of  the  world  for  centuries,  tr^'lt^^^v'''''    ^^  Wd  speak  litde 

^  .     ,\   ,,                .        -,,          „    '  for  the  feelings  or   the  morals  of  a 

attained  to  the  possession  of  the  smaUest  society  where  the  honour  and  purity  of 

share  of  the  respect  even  of  their  vie-  women  should  be  guarded  under  no 
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hi^er  sanctaon  than  a  spoon  or  a  snuff*  than  any  argument  I  have  ever  before 

box  •.*'  heard  on  the  same  side  of  the  question." 

Our  regaid   for  truth    and   justice  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  did  not  go  so  far 

indnces  m  to  touch  upon  a  few  points  as  his  corresj>ondent,  though  admitting 

which  the  reviewer  nas  totally  over-  that  the  argument  had  great  weic^ht. 

looked.  But  if  this  argument  is  powerful,  when 

The  fint  is,  that  the  weight  of  medi-  applied  to  other  offences,  where  the 

cal  evidence,  as  well  as  of  common  evidence  is  as  strong  as  human  frailty 

sense,  is  against  the  possibility  of  rape  can  afford,  what  must  it  be  when  ap- 

in  the  great  majority  of  instances.    On  plied  to  a  crime  which  the  best  judges 

this  point  the  reader  may  consult  the  allow  to  be  barely  possible ;  where  tne 

authorities  ouoted  by  Beck  (Elements  only    evidence    is    that    of    a   single 

of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  finh  edit.  p.  person,  *'  and  that  a  person  liable  to 

90,  et  seqq.)    Por  instance.  ''  Metzger  the  strongest  interests  and  influences 

only  allows  of  three  cases  in  which  tne  that  can  warp  human  testimony ;"  and 

crime  can  be    consummated — where  where  the  prosecutrix  so  often  yields 

narcotics    have    been   administered —  to  the  temptation,  that  twelve  accusa- 

where  many  are  engaged  against  the  tions  out  of  thirteen  are  sham  ones? 

female  —  and    where    a   strong   man  For  this,  therefore,  above   a]l   other 

attacks  one  who  is  not  arrived  to  the  crimes,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  revo> 

age  of  puberty."  cable  punishment. 

The  reviewer,  indeed,  docs  not  object        After    all,  much    must    necessarily 

to  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner  in  what  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  prosecu- 

hc  calls  "  dubious  cases ;"   but,  then,  trix;  for  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 

the  truth  is,  that  these  cases,  so  far  most  acute    legislator   to    define  the 

from  being  dubious,  are  the  clearest  in  boundary  between  that  slight  resistance 

the  world ;  they  are  the  ones  in  which  which  is  the  last  compromise  between 

the  prosecutrix  is  fi;uilt)r  of  flat  perjury,  instinct   and   modesty,  and    the   real 

The  books  are  full  of  instances  where  struggles  of  indignant  innocence.    But 

the  prosecutrix  was  ready  to  sacrifice  a  under  a  mitis^ted  code,  if  the  com- 

man's  life  with  the  hope  of  patching  plainant  should  misstate  the  transac- 

up  her  reputation  for  a  time,  but  where  tion,  it  will  be  gratifying  to  herself,  as 

her  case  broke  down  under  the  incredi-  well  as  to  society,  that  tiie  error  is  not 

ble  absurdity  of  her  own    evidence,  irredeemable,  and  that  life  has  not  been 

These  are  pure  Actions.    '*  For  one  real  sacrificed  to  her  resuscitated  modesty, 

rape  that  is  met  with  at  the  assizes  a  At  the  worst,  after  some  years  of  seclu- 

dozenormore«Aam  ones  are  preferred  f."  sion,  the  prisoner  will  come  forth  a 

This  is,  no  doubt,  true ;  but  are  the  wiser  man ;  and  in  doubtful  cases  her 

convictions  only  one  in  thirteen  P  character  will  have  been  estabtished 

The  "  dubious  cases"  are  the  majority  by  the  solemn  sentence  of  the  court, 
of   those  in  which  conviction    takes        If  a   complete   abrogation    of  the 

place,  where  the  woman  merely  cxag-  penalty  of  death  for  rape  should  seem 

gerates  the  amount  of  her  resistance,  dangerous,  the  exceptive  cases  which 

and  persuades  the  juir,  as  she  has  per-  we  emoted  above  from  Metzger  might 

suaded  herself,  that  she  did  the  utmost  still  oe  liable  to  the  punishment. 
to  prevent  the  loss  of  her  honour.  Lastly,  the  reviewer  speaks    as    if 

Secondly,  the  reviewer,  in  a  previous  female  purity  would  be  unsafe  if  rape 

page,  quotes  the  following  passage  from  were  not  punished  by  death.    We  be- 

a  letter  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's.    "  I  lieve  that  there  is  no  other  country  in 

am  much  obliged  to  you  [Roget]  for  Europe  where  it  is  supposed  to  require 

giving  me    your    sentiments    on    the  this  protection ;  and  moreover,  that  no 

question,  whether  any  crinie  ought  to  execution  for  this    crime    has    taken 

be  punished  with  death.  The  objection  place  in  England  for  several  years. 

you  make  to  the  punishment  of  death,  -. : 

founded  on  the  errors  of  human  tri-  MR.  WARBURTON'S  BILL, 

bunals,  and  the  impossibility  of  having  — * 

absolute  demonstration  of  the  guilt  of  [We  very  readily*  give  insertion  to  the 

a  criminal,  strikes  me  more  forcibly  subjoined  letter  from  Dr.  Crosse,  al- 

■  '^    _,   ,    «    . Z     ,..«  ts   *   .-.«.   '  though  we  have  the  misfortune  to  differ 

^Qtt^teriy  Review,  No.  132,  Sept.  1810,  p.  from'' our  respected    correspondent.- 

t  Mr.  Amos,  in  Mbi>.Gazrttk,  vol.  viii.  p.  34.  Ed.  Gaz.] 
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7b  the  Editor  </  Me  Medical  Gazette,  the  large  sum  thus  raised  does  not  go 

in  support  of  any  privileged  corporate 
S'Rf  body,  but  to  the  public  revenue.  If 
I  AH  a  constant  reader,  and  hope  to  be  lawyers  are  content  to  be  thus  taxed, 
excused  for  addressing  you  in  opposi-  we  may  be  sure  diere  is  some  good  in 
-tion  to  some  of  the  sentiments  ex-  it;  ana  I  trust  your  readers  vrill  re- 
pressed in  the  last  two  numbers  of  member  this,  and  not  take  alarm  at 
your  journal.  Residing  in  the  pro-  your  outcry  about  being  '*  taxed  to 
vinces,  and  acquainted  with  the  state  purchase  chains  for  themselves."  With 
of  the  medical  profession  from  extended  about  fifteen  thousand  medical  men  in 
observation,  as  well  as  lengthened  England,  and  nearly  as  many  in  the 
experience,  I  have  arrived  at  me  con-  rest  of  the  empire,  a  tax  so  small  as  to 
elusion  that  its  present  distracted  and  be  only  nominal  will  suffice, 
unprotected  conoition  calls  for  legislar  Before  concluding,  I  must  beg  you 
tive  interference.  In  common  with  to  allow  me  to  reiteratej  that,  in  mv 
numerous  members  of  our  fraternity  I  humble  opinion,  a  res^istration  of  all 
have  looked  anxiously  for  Mr.  War-  qualified  members  of  tne  profession  is 
burton's  bill ;  and  now  that  it  is  put  a  first  and  important  desideratum :  it 
forth,  I  am  not  less  anxious  that  it  should  ap{^y  to  the  entire  of  the  United 
should  be  deliberately  and  candidly  Kingdom;  and  can  only  become  effi- 
discussed.  cient  by  being  annually  renewed  and 

You  will  pardon  my  boldness  in  re-  published :  and  vince  medical  attend- 
marking,  thiat  you  seem  determined,  by  ance  must  be  regarded  as  a  necessary, 
having  die  first  blow,  to  endeavour  to  not  a  luxury,  required  by  the  poor  as 
put  down  this  proposed  bill  im  toto — to  well  as  the  rich,  no  higher  tax  should 
strangle  it  in  its  very  birth  be;^ond  the  be  imposed  than  will  meet  the  ex- 
possibility  of  resuscitation,  as  if  it  con-  penses  of  carrying  into  effect  and  sus- 
tained nothing  calculated  to  meet  the  taining  the  measure.    These  and  many 
wants  of  either  the  community  or  our  other  valuable  conditions  arc  intended 
profession.      It  will  be  the  duty  of  to    be    fulfilled    by    the    renstration 
every  practitioner  to  peruse  the  whole  clauses  of  the    "  Medical   Ptofession 
bill  ere  he  makes  up  his  mind  as  to  the  Bill,"  which,  however  it  may  be  re- 
value of  its  numerous  provisions.    Hi-  ceived  by  our  medical  corporations  of 
therto  I  have  only  seen  an  abstract ;  all  trades  and  sorts,  will,  I  nave  reason 
but  this  has  sufficed  to  enable  me  to  to   oelieve,  meet  with  deliberate  and 
form  an  opinion  upon  some  points.    It  serious  consideration  from  the  great 
may,  indeed,  be  said  that  there  are  two  body  of  provincial  practitioners. 
bilCs :  the  one  which  takes  nrecedence,  I  beg  to  subscribe  myself,  sir, 
extending  to  Clause  18  inclusive,  and  Very  obediently  yours, 
to  which  alone  I  beg  to  direct  your  John  Gbeen  Crossb. 
readers'  attention  at  present,  relates  to  ^^^.^^  ^^  ,,  ^^^ 
"  res^tration  of  all  qnahfied  members 
of  the  medical  profession"  upon  a  uni- 
form plan,  in  the  whole  of  the  United  CLINICAL   LECTURES, 
Kinpdom.     Arc  you,   Mr.  Editor,  so  bt  W.  Davidson,  M.D., 

kind  as  to  assure  us  that  such  a  regis-  ^       #  •w    «.   i  -      *    *v    «i   i»-^t 

.     ^_     .         .          . a  o  __  j^  „«.,  «K  One  of  the  FhTiiaanf  to  the  Olatftow  Royml 

tration  is  not  required  ?  or  do  you  ob-  inHnMry.  •ni  Uctmtr  od  Matem  Medici^ 


ject  to  the  plan  by  which  the  present 
bill  seeks  to  accomplish  the  desired 


purpose  ?     I  confess  that,  looking  ge-  W«?'  ofvanove  teett  on  the  urinein  Diabetee 

neraUy  at  this  registration  bUl,  wiSiout  ^^!^S!^Z'^^^^*'^^'  ^^**'''  ^'''*'~ 

entering  minutely  upon  each  clause,  I  Remarke. 

think  it  is  admirably  suited  to  benefit  diabbtks  insipidus. 

*^5.P"*/*^°-             „           .     ^  *v  *  HBKmT  Levi,  sdmitted  18th  of  jMniiry, 

Our  brethren  are  aU  convmced  Aat  jg^^,  «t.  24 :  PoUrii  Jew,  hawker,  of  ftOI 

the  legal  profession  know-s  much  bet-  and  flabby  habit  of  body.   ComphdMofaofe- 

tCT   how  to  take    caee   of  iteelf  than  „eM  and  wcsakneaa  in  back  and  lower  ex- 

the  medical ;  yet  it  is  heavily  taxed  for  tremitiea,  great  thirat,  and  general  debility, 

registration,  each  practising  lawyer  in  Appetite  voradoiu,    and  he  has  fluent 

England  being  compelled  to  pay  eight  calls  to  void  nrfaie,  as  often  as  every  half 

pcMndi  aiuraftfiy  for  his  license ;  and  hour ;   perspires  none,  and  u  losing  flesh 
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rapidly.  Urine,  to-day,  amouati  to  20  lent  work,  axotoria,  or  is  it  morely  a  variety 
pounds,  specific  gravity  1006,  of  a  pale  straw  of  hydnria,  where  the  only  thing  abnormal 
colour,  has  very  Httie  taste  and  a  slight  in  the  urine  is  a  great  increase  in  the  quan- 
odour.  First  observed  complaint  about  tity  of  aqueous  secretion,  but  where  the  pro- 
seven  months  ago,  after  exposure  to  cold  portion  and  quantity  of  its  constituents  are 
and  wet,  while  fatigued.  Five  months  ago,  natural  ?  The  spedilc  gravity  of  ureoua 
he  states  that  his  urine  was  diminished  to  urine  is  generally  high,  although  there  are 
nearly  its  natural  quantity  by  the  use  of  recorded  exceptions  to  this  rule.  Dr.  WilUa 
opium.  In  this  case  the  disease  is  charac-  states  that  it  ranges  from  1018  to  1035 ; 
terised  by  many  of  the  usual  attendant  but  he  quotes  a  case  related  by  Mr.  Rees, 
symptoms,  viz.,  weakness  in  back,  loins,  in  which  it  was  only  1008,  and  where  the 
and  extremities,  particularly  his  knees,  which  extract  from  1000  grains  amounted  to  15 
are  often  very  painful;  excessive  thirst,  grains,  of  which  10'2  were  urea.  This 
voracious  appetite,  frontal  headache,  con-  patient's  disease  seems  to  be  of  the  same 
stipationr  diminution  of  the  physical  weight ;  nature  as  the  last  case  alluded  to,  and  it  is 
he  also  complains  of  confusion  of  head,  and  probable  that  it  is  merely  a  variety  of  hy- 
loss  of  memory.  He  is  still  of  rather  a  full  druria ;  for  the  increase  of  urea  is  not  very 
habit  of  body,  and  his  skin  is  soft  and  excessive ;  and  though  it  must  tend  to  de- 
smooth.  His  urine  was  of  q»ecific  gravity  bilitate  the  patient  by  the  extraction  of 
1006,  on  his  admission,  and  it  still  ranges  an  extra  quantity  of  nitrogen  firom  the 
about  the  same,  being  more  generally  1007,  system,  yet  oertainly  no  very  serious  weight 
while  it  was  once  or  twice  as  low  as  1004.  can  be  attached  to  this  consideration.  The 
Its  quantity  is  generally  from  18  to  20  prognosis,  however,  of  this  affection  is  cer^ 
pounds,  but  a  few  days  alter  his  admission  toinly  more  unfisivonrable,  in  as  fiur  as  the 
it  amounted  to  28^  pounds ;  it  is  almost  as  urea  exists  in  abnormal  quantity ;  for  such 
colourless  and  transparent  as  water,  has  a  diseases  produce  a  more  decided  impression 
slightly  saline  taste  and  urinous  odour,  de-  on  the  constitution  than  simple  hydruria, 
posits  a  very  slight  flocculent  precipitate  on  although  neither  of  them  are  inoompatible 
standing  for  several  days,  and  gives  out  an  with  a  considerable  term  of  life, 
ammoniacal  odour.  No  deposit  is  produced  Treatment.— A»  there  are  some  reasons 
by  heating  it,  or  by  the  addition  of  nitric  for  believing  that,  in  this  disease,  as  well  as 
acid ;  it  does  not  affect  litmus  or  turmeric  in  diabetes  mellitus,  the  digestive  organs  are 
paper.  Iodic  acid  and  gelatinous  starch,  in  a  state  of  derangement,  a  primary  part  of 
when  added  to  it,  cause,  in  a  short  time,  a  our  treatment  was  attention  to  the  stomach 
purplish  colour,  which  gradually  deepens  and  bowels.  His  diet  was,  therefore,  regu- 
into  a  purplish  blue  tint ;  but  by  no  means  lated,  and  it  consisted  of  soup  without 
so  deep  as  that  produced  in  the  healthy  urine  vegetables,  a  moderate  allowanoe  of  animal 
by  reagents.  1000  grains  of  his  urine  were  food,  farinaceous  substances,  and  milk, 
evaporated  to  dryniess,  and  the  extract  The  quantity  of  food  was  also  restricted  to 
amounted  to  8*2  grains ;  of  this  5*0  grains  about  22  ounces  of  solids,  in  order  that  the 
were  dissolved  in  three  successive  portions  digestive  organs  might  not  be  burdened  with 
of  alcohol.  He  was  passing  daily  about  more  labour  than  they  were  capable  of  per- 
20  pounds  of  urine  at  this  period ;  now,  forming,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a  su£Bcient 
upon  this  calculation,  the  amount  of  solid  supply  of  nutriment  was  furnished  to  the 
matter  passed  in  twenty-four  hours  would  system  ;  and  as  his  residence  in  the  hospital 
be  944  grains,  while,  according  to  Dr.  exposed  him  to  no  corporeal  tear  and  wear, 
Thomson's  analysis,  if  the  solid  constituents  this  amount  of  food  was  calculated  to  be 
of  the  urine  be  about  42  in  1000  grains,  about  enough.  He  also  attempted  to  limit 
and  the  average  diurnal  quantity  be  3  pounds  the  quantity  of  his  drink  to  six  pounds,  but 
(36  ounces),  there  ought  to  be  only  725  on  several  occasions  found  the  discrepancy 
grains  of  solid  extract.  between  his  ingests  and  egesta  so  enormous, 
Mr.  McGregor  found  the  diurnal  quantity  that  there  seemed  no  possibility  of  explain- 
of  urea,  in  a  healthy  person,  to  be  4^*5  ingitonanyotherprindplethanthat  Ive  had 
grains,  which  he  considered,  however,  raUier  stolen  an  additional  supply  of  water.  This 
beyond  the  healthy  standard  :  now  by  calcu-  restriction  was,  therefore,  abandoned  as 
lation  this  patient  must  be  passing  daUy  576  impracticable. 

grains  of  urea,  which  is  considenbly  above  When  first  admitted,  he  had  several  pur- 

the  average  proportion,    and   will   nearly  gatives  of  castor  oil  and  calomel,  and  his 

account  for  the  extra  quantity  of  solid  matter  drink  was  acidulated  with  aromatic  sulphuric 

contained  in  the  daily  amount  of  urine,  for  acid,  and,  in  order  to  determine  to  the  skin, 

in  other  respects  it  appears  quite  natural  in  he  was  ordered  the  warm  bath  every  second 

chemical  constitution.    Does  this  case,  then,  night.    As  he  complained  much  of  frontal 

belong  to  that  class  of  diseases  which  are  headache  and  loss  of  memory,  his  head  was 

characterised  by  a  great  increase  of  urea,  in  shaved,  and  afterwards  a  blister  was  applied 

the  urine,  named  by  Dr.  Willis,  in  his  excel-  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.     He  was  also 
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ot^extif  OB  tile  31st  of  January,  the  follow-     fleems  to  ozist  In  ■boot  the  Bomwl  ptoiiar. 
wg  combiiiatioa  of  gcDtioD  and  opium  :*—        tion  to  tiie  other  eonatitiieBti*    We 


Utde  snrpriaed  at  tius  defidenejr  of  aolid 


^'  JL  ^^  '^    procuring  m»^,    imder  cir 

^^^^  where  no  deception  wonld    be 


Aa  the  nrine  was  atiil  about  18  pounda,  When  its  ap.  gr*  ^^s*  taken,  it  waa  fimnd  to 

and  aa  yery  little  impreaaion  had  been  made  be  1000 ;  but  thia  waa,  no  doubt,  cmvag  to 

on  the  diaeaae,  the  quantity  of  laudanum  in  ita  temperature.    The  quantity  of  extract 

the  mixture  waa  inoreaaed  to  an  ounce,  and  waa   also  found  increaaed  to  3*5  gnina  in 

a  blister  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  on  1000  of  urine,  when  the  ap.  gr.  waa  1005 

tiie  0th  February.      From  this  time  the  on  on«  particular  day.    Hie  urine  was  not 

urine  began  to  dimJniah  in  quantity ;  his  altered  in  colour  by  nitric  acid,  nor  waa  any 

headache  waa  less,  his  strength  was  greater,  deposit  produced ;  but  a  purplish  tint  was 

his  thirst  diminished,  and  his  tongue  waa  caused  by  the  addition  of  iodic  acid  and 

pretty  dean  ;   but  his  bowds  required  the  starch,  indicating  the  presence  of  uric  acid, 

regular  use  at  the  oolocynth  pill.     He  was  eren  in  the  very  small  proportion  in  whiA 

disicharged  on  the  15th  March,  nearly  cured,  it  must  hare  existed  in  this  instance.     As 

his  urine  being  about  90  ounces  of  sp.  gr.  far,  then,  as  the  constitution  of  tiie  imne  b 

101 1 ,  having  a  yery  urinous  odour ;  but  it  is  concerned,  there  appears  to  be  nothing  aaore 

not  at  all  hnprobable  that  the  disease  will  abnormal  than  an  increase  of  ita  watery 

return  if  he  be  again  exposed  to  the  irregu«  and  a  defidency  of  Ita  aolid  oontenta.     Sht 

larities  of  his  avocation.  has,  however,  dyspeptic  symptoms  ooi^ioined 

Cass   II.  —  Janet  Chishohn,    admitted  with  these,  of  rathor  an  obstinate  diaracter, 

22d  November,  1839,  tet.  27,  vagrant,  of  thou(^  not  qiparentiy  aooorapanied    with 

ordinary  habit  of  body.    This  patient  was  any  danger,  vis.,  dry  and  fiimd  tongoe, 

admitted  chiefly  on  account  of  a  scabious  voradous  appetite,  insatiable  thirst,  eonati. 

eruption,  which  assumed  the  papular  form  pation,  tumid  abdomen ;  her  skin,  however, 

on  all  parts  of  the  body,  except  the  hands,  is  not  harsh  or  dry,  nor  is  die  emaciated,  or 

where  it  was  pustular.    This  eruption  had  very  weak,  as  in  diabetes  mdHtns,  and  her 

existed  for  about  six  weeks,  was  somewhat  pulse  is  nearly  natnral.    The  prqgnoda  is, 

difficult  to  cure,  but  was  ultimatdy  eradi-  therefore,  not  unfiivoarable,  as  ftur  as  regards 

cated  by  the  external  employment  of  the  any  speedy  termination  of  her  life,  altfaongb, 

bichloride  of  mercury.    In  addition  to  this  from  the  disease  having  existed  for  nearly 

disease  it  was  discovered  that  she  had  been  two  years,  her  dianoes  of  a  complete  recovery 

passiDg  for  the  last  d^teen  months  upwards  are  condderably  diminished ;  for  it  la  quite 

of  20  pounds  of  urine  daily ;  that  she  had  evident  that  the  severe  dyspeptic  symptoms, 

been  under  treatment  in  one  or  two  hospitals  the  want  of  rest,  the  immense  additionai 

for  this  disease,  without  much  benefit ;  and  labour  given  to  the  system,  in  fredng  it  from 

that  it  had  suooeededadiarrhoed  or  dysenteric  the  load  of  water  taken  into  the  stomadi, 

ajrection,under  which  she  laboured  for  some  must  tend  to  wear  out  the  strength,  or, 

time.  perhaps,  induce  some  organic  disease. 

Tins  seems  to  be  a  case  of  hydniria  ;  for        IViaiment,— At  first  when  admitted  she 

the  urine  differs  not  materially  from  the  waa  treated  with  the  warm  bath  and  creoaoto, 

natural  standard,  except  in  the  increase  of  which  was  carried  to  the  extent  of  twenty 

qnantity   and  diminution  of  solid  extract,  drops  in  the  day ;  but,  as  no  improvement 

The  quantity  of  urine  has  varied  fVom  20  to  followed  its  employment,  she  was,  on  9tfa 

30  pounds,  and,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  it  December,  ordered  pills,  containing  each  a 

amounted  to  33  pounds.     Its  sp.    gr.   is  quarter  of  a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and 

generally  about  1003,  sometimes  1002 ;  it  is  half  of  a  grain  of  opium,  every  fouilh  boor, 

nearly  as    colourless    and   transparent    as  which  were  continued  to  the  2Sd  January. 

water,  has  a  very  slight  urinous  odour,  but  This  treatment  was  adopted  partly  with  a 

scarcely  any  saline  or  other  taste.     It  pro-  view  of  combating  the  dyspeptic  symptoms, 

duces    no   effect    on    litmus    paper,    does  snd  partiy  as  a  fiiir  experiment,  in  this  in- 

not  deposit  any  sediment  when  kept  for  tractable     disease.      No    particular    result 

several  days,  but  becomes  slightly  ammonia-  fbllowed  its  use,    dthough  the  urine  has 

cal.     1000  grains  sp.  gr.  1003  were  evapo-  never  amounted  to  the  same  qnantity  mnce 

rated,  to  dryness,  and  left  2*6  grains  of  solid  it  was  employed,  it  being  33  pounds  on  the 

extract;  of  this  1*2  were  dissolved  in  three  day  she  commenced  vh&  it,  whereas  since 

successive  portions  of  alcohol.     The  urine  it  has  never  exceeded  22  pounds.       She 

of  this  patient,  therefore,  contains  a  little  was  then  treated  for  about  a  wedt  with 

less  than  the  half  of  the  usual  quantity  of  a  morphia  draught  at  bedtime,  along  with 

solid  extract ;  for  by  calculation  24  pounds,  regular  laxatives ;  and  on  the  30tli  of  January 

the  daily  quantity,  contain  nearly  360  grains  the  acid  infusion  of  rennet  (formerly  noticed) 

of   solid    matter.       The    urea,     however,  was  prescribed,  in  the  quantity  of  one  ounce 
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da9y«  colMTiith  pills  m  a  UuntiTe,  and  40  formertj,  and  a  tatte  sKglitly  sweetish  Uke 

drops  of  tbe  aoliiikm  of  nrariate  of  morphia,  whej.  It  is  sli^tly  opalescent;  the  quantity 

mised  with  30  drops  of  ipecacuanha  wine  at  is  5  pounds  8  ounces, 

bedtime.    As  there  was  some  tenderness  in  22ad. — Urine  12  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1025, 

the  epigastrium,  on  the  8th  of  February  a  having  a  pale  straw  colour,  peculiar  odour, 

blister  was  applied  to  this  situation ;  and  on  and  a  wheyish  taste. 

the  28tii  another  to  the  back  for  a  similar  23rd. — Urine  14  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1022, 

pain.     In  adopting  this  practice  the  oonsti-  slightly  opalescent,  and  having  a  pale  green- 

tntional  effects    of   the  blisters  upon  the  ish-yeUow  tint.    Diet.  — 16  os.  beef,  8q8. 

system    generally,    particulariy   upon    the  bread. 

kidneys,  were  kept  in  view ;  for  cases  are  26th.— Urine  5  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1030, 
recorded  by  authors  where  revulsion  of  this  having  a  brownish-yellow  colour  and  saline 
kind  has  been  useful.  This  patient  continued  taste.     Beef  to  be  increased  to  24  ounces, 
the  last  mentioned  treatment  up  to  the  28th  27th — Urine  4  pounds,  urinous  in  taste 
of  February,  when  she  was  dismissed.    The  and  odour,  and  of  sp.  gr.  1029. 
quantity  of  urine  at  this  period  was  about  31st.— Urine  has  a  brownish-yellow  co- 
16  pounds,  sp.  gr.  1004,  slightly]opaleseent,  lour,  saline  taste,  becomes  ammoniacal  iriien 
deposited  a  whitish  sediment,  had  a  distinctly  kept  a  few  hours,  and  of  sp.  gr.  1031. 
nrinons  odour  and  taste,  and  became  de-  September  2nd. — ^Urine  4}  pounds,   of 
ddedly  ammoniacal  on  standing  a  day  or  two ;  sp.  gr.  1030 :  when  recently  passed  it  red- 
while  in  other  respects  she  was  greatly  im-  dens  litmus  paper,   has  a  brownish-yellow 
proved.     It  is  extremely  probable  that  the  colour,   an    odour   resembling    beef-tea,  a 
mitigation  of  this  disease  will  only  be  tem-  bitterish  saline  cooling  taste,  but  is  not  in 
porary ;   and  that  so  soon  as  she  resumes  the  slightest  degree  sweetish, 
her  vagrant  habits,  her  dyspeptic  complaints  31st. — Urine  3§  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1030, 
will  return,  and  with  them  the  abnormal  reddens   litmus    paper,    and   has    a  dear 
secretion  of  urine.  brownish-yellow  colour. 

DiABBTBs  UU08U8.  Rbmabks.— This   patient  was   two    or 

James  Simpson,  set.  45,  labourer,  pretty  three  dajrs  in  the  hospital  before  he  was 

healthy  in  appearance,  was  admitted  on  the  subjected  to  any  treatment,  because  we  had 

29th    of   July,   1840,  with  the  following  not  been  able  to  ascertain  in  a  satisfactory 

symptoms :  viz.,  great  general  debility,  heat  manner  to  what    species    of   diabetes  his 

of  skin,  which  is  always  covered  with  a  disease  belonged.  On  tasting  his  urine,  on  the 

clammy  moisture,  frequent  perspirations  on  day  following  his  admission,  no  saccharine 

the  slightest  exertion,  and  grP4it  thirst.    For  quality  could  be  discovered ;  on  the  contrary 

the  last  four  and  a  half  months  has  required  it  appeared  to  be  slightly  saline.    Two  days 

to  vdid  urine  every  half  hour,  and  its  quan-  afterwards,  however,  it  was  distinctly  sweet- 

tity  is  about  9  pounds  daily.  Urine  sweetish,  ish  to  the  taste.     A  portion  of  the  non- 

but  its  colour  is  nearly  natural.     Is  much  saccharine  urine,  passed  on  the  first  day 

stronger,  and  makes  less  urine  than  he  did  after  his  admission,  was  evaporated  nearly 

at  the  commencement  of  complaint ;  appetite  to  dryness,  and  afterwards  mixed  with  nitric 

keen,  countenance  good,   pvlse  moderate,  add.  It  crystallized  pretty  distinctly,  nearly 

tongue  clean,  bowels  constipated.  throughout  the  whole  mass.  The  same  urine 

August  3rd.— Sp.  gr.  of  urine  1040.  was  a&o  mixed  with  yeast,  but  no  ferments- 

B  P.  Nit«t.  a;8ent..  g.  »     P^  O^  2SL?X^.^-^  iniS£!tt 

g^.Teta.'^-.q.  w  'iK  nl  *"3f^r^  br  .  »?-*-»-«  of  ^ 

V  "r  lo^-   uSISa   .^nvo^^.             ^  ">■  diet  was  made  almost  completely  vege- 

beef,  1202.  bread,  milk  24o..  table,  in  order  to  test  the  effects  of  this'ipX 

10th. — Pulse  72,  moderate ;  tongue  white,  of  aliment  upon  tiie  character  of  this  fluid, 

moist ;   bowels  were  very  constipated  for  From  the  reports  taken  after  this  change  was 

several   days,   but   are  now   open;    thirst  effected,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  urine  became 

and  appetite  great;  urine  3  pounds,  of  sp.  saccharine,  and  was  quite  different  in  its  ge- 

gr.   1940,  having  a  psle  yellowish  tint,  a  neral  physical  characters.  On  adding  a  small 

saline  taste,  and  urinous  odour.  portion  of  yeast  to  it  fermentation  was  ex- 

14th. — Urine  5  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1033,  dted,  and  the  liquor  became  in  a  few  days 

having  a  urinous  odour  snd  saline  taste.  distinctly  add  to  the  taste,  and  reddened 

16th. — Urine  3  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1031,  pretty  strongly  litmus  paper.    Even  without 

pretty  natural  in  its  appearance.  the  addition  of  yeast  it  speedily  became 

18th.— Urine  8  pounds,  of  sp.  gr.  1034,  decomposed,  gave  out  a  very  foetid  peculiar 

saline  in  taste.     Diet. — Bread,  24  ox.,  milk,  odour,  and  r^dened  very  deddedly  litmus 

30  OS.,  pease  meal,  4  oz.  paper ;  but  no  odour  of  ammonia  was  ever 

2l9t.^Sp.  gr.  of  urine  1027,  having  a  noticed  during  the  process.    The  diet  was 

peculiar  odour,  which  is  not  so  urinous  as  sgain  changed  on  the  23rd  of  August  to  one 
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oompOMd  ehisfty  of  animal  food,  and  tlie  urine  generally  preoedea  the  diabetic  form ; 

chai^^  which   this  prodooed  was  eqnaUy  but  it  ia  a  anbject  well  worthy  of  investigation 

remarkable  aa  in  the  former  caae,  with  what  by  experiment  and  observation,  for  if  soch 

waa  vegetable.    The  quantity  of  the  urine  were  the  case,  diabetes  mdlitna  might  often 

was  diminiabed  in  three  days  to  five  pounds,  be  rendered  a  less  formidable  disease  than  it 

and  its  sp.  gr.,  althoogh  increased,  was  not  is  at  preaent. 

very   great.     It   was    biownish-yellow   in 

oolonr,  having  a  urinous  odour,  a  bitterish 

saHoe  taste,   did  not  ferment  with  yeast,  ^^  ''"'^ 

became  ammoniacal,  turning  turmeric  paper  DISEASES    OF    CHILDREN. 

brown,  after  being  passed  twenty-four  hours.  n     -n      t             %r 

The  urine  of  thS  patient,  the  saccharine  as  ^T^»-  -^^^^^  Mkrdes, 

weU  as  the  saline,  guve  with  iodic  acid  in  Physician  to  the  CasaPia. 

ezocsa,  and  gelatinous  starch,  a  deep  purple* 

blue   colour   and    precipitate,  after    being  Thb  diseaaes  of  children  treated  by  Dr. 

mixed  together  for  about  an  hour;  mdicating  Merdes  belong  chiefly  to  the  period  beUreen 

the  pieseaoe  of  uric  acid  in  about  the  usual  ^^-  cutting  of  the  teeth  and  puberty.    No 

proportion.    This  experiment  also  tends  to  children  are  received  into  the  Casa  Pia  be- 

prove  **»•*  the  quantity  of  sugar  in  the  ^<mv  ^^  ^▼^  cut  their  teeth ;  and  among 

sweet  variety  of  uiine  was  not  very  great ;  1200  there  are  barely  400  who  have  attained 

as  it  did  not,  as  in  the  former  cases  of  paberty. 

diabetes  nM^itua.  already  noticed,  retard  the  fir/a/e  of  the  riek  ward  fitm  Jan.  1,  1837, 

■^'l^J°^'^J"'*^.i^^.^  io  the  end  qf  the  year. 

penod  observed  m  operating  with  a  healthy  n       .  .       «        ^          . 

niecimcn  Rcmammg  from  the  previous  year  50, 

Dr.  WiUU  ranarka  that  "uieoua  urine  »dmiarions  440,  discWg«^^^ 

haa  been  observed  to  alternate  with  other  *~  \{  «  "J^'^^il?         v 

morbid  stotes  of  the  same  fluid,  with  the  In  ^^c  sui  ward  of  the  orphaiw,  remained 

aDraminons  and  saodiarine  particularly,  and  y^"?  *^«  P'^"*  ^^^  /*\  •f?^^  V?' 

also  with  that  in  which  the >bosphatic  saMa  **^,^  2^^^  remamcd   14,    died  13; 

are  copiously  ehOMHuted.    1  believe  it  (he  "^1™*^  ^  "^^^^'      ,   „ 

says)  tb  be  the  common  preeursor,  as  rocent  J^^  ".?» ^  f"^^!?*  ^""^  71^^*  ^^' 

inqidries  have  shown  it  to  be  the  general  ^^'^  epidemica    (mfluena)    55,    measles 

a^ndant,  of  the  mellitic  diabetea,  as  weU  aa  '  ®^»  "crofula,  scrofulous  ophUudmia,  &e.  50, 

the  atate  into  which  that  formidable  diaeaae  ^^'^SJ!?.  ?^  *^  "^'i??,-  ^  ,,.  ^    .^      ^ 

paaaea,  under  the  influence  of  treatment  of  a  I^thuna  caused  a  third  of  the  dea^;  four 

SffUki  kind."    We  periecdy  concur  with  ?**  ^JiT^^^R?  •I'o  te™n*tod>taUy ; 

theae  views,  and  have^  doubt  that  our  three  children  died  of  wcrofuloua  carwi. 

patient's  disease  would  soon  be  converted  Rbmauks.  —  ScrofuU     demands     the 

Sou conftrmed  diabetes  melUtus,  were  he  ««•*«*  attention.    It  is  most  frequent  and 

to  Uve  almost   solely   on  vegetable  food,  most  violent  in  girU;  but  wiUi  proper  atten- 

There  seems  to  be,  thflRfore,  a  very  feint  taon  to  health  it  is  curable,  and  not  infectious. 

Hne  of  aeparution  between  these  two  diseaaes;  "^  the  present  situation  of  the  Casa  Fiait 

Indeed  the  fects  connected  with  their  history  ^*'*  become  more  frequent  and  worse  than 

aeem  luther  to  prove  that  they  are  oidy  |^  the  former  one,  because  the  present  one 

modificatiooa  of  one  another,  and  that  the  ^  ^^^  ^^   ^*™P  *    ^'"'P    ^^^   fe^onra 

aame  morbid  function  which  generatiB  sngar  "crofula,  which  ia,  consequenUy,  common  in 

in  excess,  haa  m  Bimihu>  effect  in  canabg  an  ***®'®  countriea  where  such  sn  atmosphere 

eixoessive  secretion  of  urea.    The  uieons  predominatea.      Children  who  are  trana- 

diabetes,  however,  is  a  much  leu  formidable  Pj^J*^,*®  •  colder  climate,  aa  from  India  to 

form  of  the  disease  »iMi»  the  saccharine,  and  E>Vl*nd,  or  the  BrazUa  to  Fnuooe,  often 

we  tfamk  it  is  highly  probable  that  its  fatal  Mcome  scrofulous. 

4>r  injifrions  effecU  might,  for  a  long  period.  Another  «use  of  scrofiUa,  first  pomtod 

be  protracted,  by  a  eaiefnl  attntion  to  the  <»t  by  Banddocque*,  is  bad  air,  poor  in 

diet  and  regimen,  ao  aa  to  prevent  it  from  oxygen,  and  overstocked  with  carbonic  acid, 

assnmmg  the  meUitic  character.  The  history  "^^  .<***^  ^  fonnation  of  blood,  and 

of  the  foregoing  caae  provca  decidedly  that  makes  it  imperfect.    In  the  Casa  PU,  where 

a  diet  composed  chiefly  of  vegetable  sub-  from  want  of  room  the  chddren  ue  crowded 

atttioes  would  have  rendered  it  one  of  a  together   m  long  and  narrow  bed-rooma, 

A^^iAm^  meUitic  character,  and  proves  also  ^>uch  in  the  long  winter  nights  are  almost 

the  apedes  of  aliment  ia  of  more  importanqe  Ifrmetically  dos^  thU  cause  is  present  hi 

in  thetootment  than  medicine,  for  the  aamo  the  most  intense  d^yee,  and  has  an  unpor- 

llormuto  waa  emphyyed  duriqg  this  period.  •  TheOennantraB8hUorpntoafr)totbeas8er> 

We  have  not  a  sufficiently  eslensive  senes  tion  that  thtofcct  was  first  pointed  out  by  Bau* 

of  facts  to  support  the  opinion  that  ureoos  detocqas.— lyawrfslm-**  MMe. 
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tant  ahora  in  the  fireqnency  of  scrofola  in  the  right  lumbar  region.    Tlie  applicfltion  of  a 

institution.     As  to  remedies,  Dr.  Merdea  blisterwaa  followed  by  a  slight  improyement; 

remarks  that  the  most  celebrated  antiscro-  the    pain  became  less,    the   expectoration 

folous  medicines,  iodine  not  excepted,  are  of  easier,  and  the  cough  less  frequent ;  the  skin 

weak  and  doubtful  effect,  when,  as  in  the  was  burning  hot  and  dry ;    the  urine  scanty. 

Casa  Pia,  the  conditions  requisite  to  health  On  coughing  forcibly,  or  taking  a  deep  in* 

are  wanting.  spiration,  a  gurgling  sound  was  heard,  ex- 

The  chi^  cause  of  mortality  among  the  tending  from  the  inferior  angle  of  the  right 

children  is  phthisis  scrofulosa,  which,   as  scapula  to  the  hjrpochondrium  of  the  same 
dissectiona  show,  commonly  begins  in  the  .  side.     He  was  now  aljio  becoming  rapidly 

bronchial  glands,  which  are  usually  4bund  and  generally  dropsical, 
much  swelled,  and  changed  into  tuberculous  '      On  the  27th  the  patient  expectorated  at 

masses.     Several  die  every  year  of  menin-  short    intervals,    and    after    some    severe 

gitis  and  encephalitis,  which  are  so  common  paroxysms  of  coughing,  nearly  a  kilogramme 

and  severe  among  children.     Therapeutic  and  a  half  of  genuine,  thick,  greenish-grey 

results  by  no  means  correspond  to  the  im«  pus,  and  immediately  after  he  had  an  abun« 

proved  view  of  the  essence  of  those  disraaes  dant  perspiration.      For  two  days  after  this 

which  has  been  attained  in  our  day.    White  he  seemed  rather  better,  but  then  he  became 

and  Fothergill  considered  acute  meningitis  much  weaker,  and  he  died  exhausted,  and 

as  incurable ;  and,  according  to  Dr.  Merdea'  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  on  the  4tli 

experience,  the  physician  must  necessarily  of  March. 

lose  two-thirds  of  such  cases.    Many  chiU  At  the  examination,  thirty  hours  after 

dren  are  carried  off  every  year  in  the  Caaa  death,  the  pleune,  heart,  pericardium,  left 

Pia  by    stomatitis  gangrenosa    (stomacace  lung,  and  upper  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  were 

maligna)  ;  but,  from  the  greater  salubrity  of  found  healthy.     The  lower  lobe  of  the  right 

the  place,  it  is  not  so  common  as  formerly,  lung  was  adherent  to  the  costal  pleura  at 

— ZeiUehrift  fur  die  gttammte  Mediem,  the  back,  and  to  the  pleura  covering  the 

from  the  Jontal  da  Sociedade  dot  Seieneiat  diaphragm.     On  endeavouring  to  detach  i^ 

MedicoM  de  lAtboa,  at  the  latter  part,  a  rent  was  made,  which 

permitted  the  escape  of  a  little  pus.     On 

CASE  OF  opening  the  abdomen  to  raise  the  part  of  the 

ABSCESS    OF   THE    KIDNEY  ^phf»gn  which wm 

the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  was  also  found 

MAKiNO  ITS  WAY  THROUBH  THB  ^osdy  adherent  to  the  under  surface  of  tho 

wvBR  AND  THE  LUNO.  dUphiBgm,  and  lower  down,  to  the  trana- 

Bt  Db.  Sporbb.  verse  colon,  and  by  plastic  exudations  ex- 

tending  along  the  ascending  colon  to  the 

P.  B.  sBt.  19  years,  a  tailor,  was  attacked,  right  kidney,  with  which    it  formed  one 

without  any  evident  cause,  with  pain  in  the  entire  mass.    The  right  kidney,  enveloped, 

lumbar  region,  accompanied  by  shivering,  as  it  were,  in  a  gela&ous  mass,  adhered  to 

and  followed  by  increased  heat.     On  the  the  vertebral  column  and  to  the  ribs  by 

13th  of  February,  the  fifteenth  day  of  his  means  of  a  fleshy  substance,  and  resembled, 

illnesa,    he  came  to  the  hospital  in  the  in  some  measure,  a  membranous  bladder  of 

following  state :  —  He  had  a  dry  cough,  the  si^e  of  a  large  fist,  whidi  was  fitted  by 

anorexia,  heat  of  the  skin,  and  thiiat ;  his  well 'foimed  yeUow pus.     It  was  only  at  that 

tongue  was  covered  with  a  yellow  coat,  and  part  of  the  kidney  which  lay  by  the  sides  of 

was  dry  at  the  tip  ;  his  skin  was  pale,  hot,  the  bodiis  of  the  vertebrs  that  any  trace  of 

and  dry ;    his  pulse  90,  rather  tense ;   his  cortical  substance  could  be  discerned.    The 

stools  natural,  and  his  urine  highly  coloured  left  kidney,  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  the 

and  heating.     On  lying  on  his  back  he  felt  gall  bladder,  the  pancreas,  the  spleen,  and 

a  sensation  of  tension,  and  of  an  uncomfort-  the  intestines,  with   the  exception  of  the 

able  pressure ;   when  on  his  right  side  he  ascending  and  transverse  colon,  were  in  a 

complained  of  a  duU  pain  in  his  right  hypo-  normal  condition. 

chondrinm,   and  his  cough   became  mora  It  was  evident  that  this  disease  had  com- 

frequent.     His  physician,  believing  he  had  menoed  by  an  inflammation  of  the  right 

rheumatism  and  gastro-catarrhal  fever,  pre-  kidney ;  that  then  suppuration  took  pl^e, 

scribed  nitre  and  tartarized  antimony.  and  extended  along  the  ascending  colon  to 

On  the  15th  and  16th  his  cough  was  more  the  liver,  and  made  its  way  through  the  dia- 

frequent;  his  pulse  100.     On  the  17th  he  phragm  to  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung, 

had  severe  pain  in  inspiration  at  the  inferior  The  pus,  therefore,  had  ascended,  contrary 

angle  of  the  right  scapula ;  he  was  ordered  to  all  physical  laws,  into  the  bronchial  tabes, 

to  be  cupped  there,  and  to  take  calomel  from  which  it  was  discharged  by  expectora- 

with  other  mild  medicines.     On  the  18th  he  tion.— fWcAe  ynd  Oppenkeim't  Zeiitehrift, 

had  constant  fever,  and  the  pain  was  more  and  Gazette  MedieaUf  Aug.  8, 1840. 

severe  in  the  hypochondrium  and  in  — — 
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SUBCUTANEOUS  SECTION  OF  METHOD  OF  RESOLVING 

FORTY-TWO  MUSCLES.  TENDONS,  ENGORGBMBNTS  OF  THE  SPLEEN, 

AND  LIGAMENTS,  By  M.  Voisin,  of  Limogw. 

PM-rOlUfEO  ON  THE  SAMS  DAY  IN  THE  „                 ,              ,  ^            T     ^        ,.     ,^   ,.      . 

BAif E  INDIVIDUAL,  Havino  learned  from  the  G^uette  Mfd»e^ 

the  attempts  which    have    been  made   by 

By  M.  Jules  Guerin.  several  of  its  contributors  to   lesoWe  the 

swelling  of  the  spleen  which  follows  ague,  I 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  communicate  to  the  ^"^  ^  J^^?V%  f  ^*^  "™P!f  remedy,  by 

Academy  (of  Sciences  of  Paris)  an  account  °»««™  ^J  ™^'^  ^  ^7^  »?*  ^^7  '^^  ^S** 

of  an  operation,  which,  by  ite  character  of  ^^  *«°  ^^  ^^^  BweUmgs,  but  also  the  ascites 

generaUty,  and  by  its  immediate  results,  J^f  straw-coloured  complexion  whidi  ^tea 

seems  to  me  fitted  to  determine  m  a  definite  ""lows  them.     In  three  or  four  of  them 

manner  the  Talue  of  a  principle  which  I  have  <»««■.  .the  diseased  oi]|^  occupied  about 

endeavoured  to  establish  in  my  memoir  on  two-thirds  of  the^psdty  <rf  theleft  half  of 

subcutaneous  wounds ;  namely,  that  wounds  "®  abdomen.     This  remedy,  which    I   do 

made  under  the  skin,  and  kept  from  the  "^*  ^^  '  "®^  ®"*»  "  "^^^y  *n  emplastrum 

contact  of  the  air.  are  secure  from  all  sup-  Vigo  cum  mercuric,*  with  which  120  or  160 

purative  inflammation.  K™»ns  of  sulphate  of  quimne  are  inoorpo- 

On  the  25th   of  this    month,   at  5   in  ^^^*  "*<*  ^^^,  "  placed  permanently  oo 

the    evening,    I    performed    on    a    young  ^^  iplenic   region.     It  must  be  renewed 

man  aged  22,  the  subcutaneous  section  of  ^^^^  ****  substances  which  compoie  it  are 

forty-two  muscU»,  tendons,  and  ligaments,  «»haiisted,  that  is  to  say  every  forty  or  fifty 

consecutively,  to  remedy  a  series  of  articular  ^'Jl'    -  „     .             .        , 

deformities  caused  by  the  sctive  retraction  of  ^  foUowmg  are  the  advanaages  of  this 

those  muscles  and  ligaments.    This  series  wnaody:—       ,         .        .           , 

of  operations  required  twenty-eight  openings  ,  *' J*  spares  the  patient  the  unpleasantness 

in  the  skin.    The  following  are  the  muscles,  ^^  taking  sulphate  of  quinme  by  the  mouth, 

tendons,  and  ligaments,  that  were  divided :—  2.  There  is  absorption,  and  consequentiy 

continuous  action  of  the  remedy. . 

In  the  /nmJI — ^The  pectorslis  major.  3.  This  absorption  and  action  take  place 

At  each  elbow^Tho  biceps,  the  pronator  ^  ^®  ^^T  neighbourhood  of  the  diseased 

teres,    the  flexor    sublimis,    the   palmaris  o'S^n* 

longus  ^-  ^^  consequence  of  these  effects  con- 

In  each  /or.-«n*-the  tendon  of   the  *^&*5f  P^T'ST/  ^^JT^\     m 

M               •     1      •      Ai.          «  AL        1       •  1  nave  always  found  this  treatment  sum- 

flexor  carpi  ulnans,  those  of  the  i»^Wis  ^^  without^my  other.    What  is  it.  me» 

longus   and   brevui,   that  of  the  abductor  duration?     It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate 

^    ^^'  it  from  so  limited  a  number  of  &cts.     The 

At  each  Aims— the  sartonus,  the  biceps,  length  of  the  treatment  varies  socoHing  to 

the  semi.membranosus,  the  semi-tendinosus,  the  greater  or  less  swelling  of  the  spleen,  the 

Ikscia  lata,  external  lateral  ligament.  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  absorbing  power 

At  each  Jbot — the   tendo    achillis,    the  of  his  skin ;  but  two  or  three  months  are 

tibialis  anticus,  the  extensor  communis,  the  generally  sufficient. 

extensor  longus  pcUicis,  the  peroneus  longus.  I  will  not  quit  this  subject  without  men- 
tioning that  when  taken  in  the  dose  qf  «»/. 

The  following  were  the  immediate  results  phate  qf  quinme,  the  deuto-sulphate  of  iron 

of  the  operations :  the  patient  had  felt  but  !■  equally  efficacious  in  ordinary  intermit- 

slight  psin  and  fatigue ;   he  made  no  com-  tents.   My  underlining  some  of  the  previous 

plamt  whilst  ihej  were  being  performed,  words  wss  intended  to  mark  the  error  of 

and  they  occupied  an  hour.     An  hour  after  certain  pharmaoologists,  who,   ftt)m  erro- 

he  wss  in  a  calm  sleep.    The  night  and  the  neously  dreadmg  the  energy  of  this  remedy, 

day  folbwing  were  passed  tranquUly.     No  preseribe  it  in  in»i?niflcant  doses.— G^ef/e 

inflammation  supervened ;    and  on  the  third  MMeale,  September  12,  1840. 

day  the   twenty-eight  wounds  were  com-      : 

pletely  cicatrized.     To-day.  the  fifth  alter  «  The"empUtremeh:ttrieI,»or"eniplfttrede 

the  operations,  the  divided  parts  of  the  skin  Vigo  cum  mercurio"  of  the  French  Codex,  is 

have  had  all  their  dressings  removed,  and  "»«*«  <?'  common  plaster,  bees'  wax,  rosio, 

4-k*  fta^Mi.  «f  fk4»  i.i/.«fnMM  •*•  •/...v.^i^  Aim  ammomacum,    bdellium,     olibsnnm,    myrrh, 

the  a«ces  of  the  cicatnces  are  sarcely  dis-  .nft^n,  mercury,  turpentine,  liquid  itorax'  anJ 

cemible.  -  Gazette  Medicate,  Sept.  5, 1840.  volatile  oil  of  lavender.— IVwrnfaW**  iV«te. 
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CASE  OP  VARICOSE  ANEURISM  ^P^t?  ^J^  meetmg  Uie  objects  which 

TPRitrTNATrwa  patat  t  v  *^®  Medical lUsform  Association  had  in  view, 

TERMINATING  FATALLY.  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^  objections  with  which  the 

A  PEASANT,  aged  40,  was  admitted  into  medical  bills  of  Messrs.  Warborton  and 
hospital  on  the  9th  of  December,  with  a  Hawes  were  fraught.  The  heads  of  the  bill 
varicose  aneurism  at  the  bend  of  the  left  arm,  which  tiie  Reform  Medical  Council  deemed 
which  had  appeared  a  few  days  after  vene-  the  most  salatary  to  the  public,  and  the 
section.  A  compressive  bandage  was  ap-  most  satis&ctory  to  the  profession,  are — I. 
plied  for  twenty-two  days  round  the  whole  That  all  the  legslly  qualified  members  of  the 
arm  without  advantage.  On  the  first  of  medical  profession  be  united  into  one  body, 
January  the  brachial  artery  was  tied  accord-  to  be  named  the  British  Faculty  of  Medi- 
ing  to  Anel's  method,  and  the  operation  was  cine.  2.  Tliat  this  fiu;ulty  should  have  the 
followed  by  tlie  ordinary  symptoms  until  power  to  elect  by  ballot  a  governing  body, 
the  fifth  day.  At  this  period  gastric  symp-  to  be  named  the  General  Medical  Senate, 
toms  set  in ;  and  the  arm  swelled  to  such  consisting  of  a  senate  in  London,  Edinburgh, 
a  degree,  that  the  aneuriamal  tumor,  which  and  Dublin,  to  be  elected  by  the  respective 
was  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  could  no  longer  members  of  the  faculty  in  each  country, 
be  distinguished.  The  wound  began  to  3.  That  these  senates  should  be  subject  to 
suppurate  copiously ;  and  an  obstinate  diar-  the  same  r^ulations,  and  that  tibeir  mem- 
rhcea  terminated  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  hers,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  should  as- 
on  the  21st  of  January.  semble  at  fixed  times  to  frame  laws  for  the 
DUtecHan. — ^The  bndn,  lungs,  and  intes-  protection  of  the  faculty.  4.  That  this 
tines,  showed  traces  of  inflammation  and  general  senate  should  alone  have  power  to 
accumulation  of  purulent  mucus.  The  tied  frame  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  fiumlty, 
artery  had  suppurated,  both  above  and  below  for  defSending  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
the  ligature.  Hie  coagulum  was  of  a  conic  members,  for  superintending  the  medical 
riiape ;  and  dose  to  it,  as  is  usual  in  such  police  of  the  country,  and  for  advising  Her 
cases,  lay  the  sac  of  the  aneurism.  When  Majesty's  Government  on  all  subjects  con- 
opened,  it  displayed  a  double  cavity,  which  nected  with  the  public  health.  5.  That  the 
appeared  to  have  been  formed  at  the  expense  members  of  the  present  existing  corporations 
of  the  cellular  substance  situated  between  be  requested  to  take  part  in  the  formation 
the  artery  and  the  vein. — ZeUtehrift  fur  of  the  first  medical  senate.  6.  That  all 
die  gaammte  Mediein,  ftx)m  the  Jornai  da  foture  candidates  for  medical  practice  be 
Sociedade  dot  Scieneiat  medicM  de  LUboa,  examined  by  a  board  elected  as  the  General 

Medical  Senate  shall    suggest.       7.   That 

BOTH  TO  BLAME.  *^  uniform  high    educational  qualification 

^                                                    ».        .  ^    exacted    from    each  candidate,  to    be 

'Tis  a  pleasant  and  witty  saying  that  Plutarch  tested  by  public   examination.       8.    That 

says   Democritus  was  wont  to  have,  viz.  aU  candidates  admitted   shall    receive  the 

"  that  if  the  body  and  soul  were  to  sue  one  ^me  title,  enjoy  equal  rights  snd  privileges, 

another  for  damages,  'twould  be  a  doubtful  and  alone  have  the  power  of  exercising  the 

question  whether  the  landlord  or  the  guest  healing  art  in  the  British  empire,  subject  to 

were  most  fonlty."  certain   limitations.     9.  That    no    medical 

And  indeed  we  seldom  find  a  just  modera-  practitioner  be  permitted  to  seU  drugs,  or  to 

tion  brtween  'em ;  for  if  we  are  too  intent  compound  any  other  than  his  own  preacrip- 

upon  strengthenmg  the  body,  by  cramming  tions,  except  in  rural  districts.     10.  That 

that;  we  humble  the  soul  to  the  ground ;  those  practitionen  who  act  as  general  prac- 

and  if  ,   on  the  other  hand,  we  bend  aU  our  titionera  shaU  be  allowed  to  charge  for  their 

force  upon  the  improvement  and  ornaments  attendance,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the 

of  the  mind,  the  body  mouldera  and  decays,  medicines.   11.  That  all  chemists  and  drug- 

Ramaiimi.     London  translation  of  1705.  gists,  oompoundere  or  sdlera  of  medicines 

(henceforward  to  be  styled  apothecaries), 

BRITISH    MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION,  shall  undergo  an  exammation  before  a  board 

The  General  Meeting  of  this  Association  f^  J^'^^TJ  ^^'  ""^  ^  ^"""^  ^^ 

took   place  at    Exeter    HaU    on   the   8th  i^.^y;..^_2l  ?^_»^i  ^"^^o^^'^i^r 

owing 

bed  ui 

were  unable  to  send  a  reporter  of  our  own,  'ZT\      oo-"j»  r— ■f'-'-^—  ,----  "'.,,,_ 

but  we  nlqom  the  u^oGnt  of  the  meeting  T^"^ '«"    ^."^  T^f^- 

which  .pp^ed  in  the  Time,  of  neit  day.  ^^^  "f^*^  ."J*™*  !L''!f^"'"°- 

I«t  SSr.cn)wdedmeetii.gof  the  mem-  ^T"^^"^^  T^  of  the  jre", 

ber.  of  tSt  medi«d  profusion  took  pbee  in  "'«'  ^  '°**^  ~ljonrned. 

the  dicector't  room,  in  Ezeter-hdl,   Dr  — _ 
Web.ter,  the  president,  in  the  chair,  wlio 
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OPERATION  FOR  OVARIAN 
DROPSY. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gatette. 

Sib, 
Mb.  Liston  requests  me  to  state,  with  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  oyarian  cyst  published 
in  the  last  number,  '*  that  he  fully  and 
earnestly  dissuaded  the  patient  against  sub- 
mitting to  the  extirpation  of  the  cyst.'' 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Phillips. 
Wimpole  Street,  Ck:t.  19, 1840. 

NEW  TROCAR. 

TV)  the  Editor  qfthe  Medieai  Gazette. 
Sib, 
Thb  number  of  the  Medioo-Chinu^cal 
Review,  just  published,  oontaina  an  extract 
from  your  journal  rdatiTe  to  an  instrument 
I  proposed  to  the  pupils  of  Meroer's  Hos- 
pital, to  supersede  the  present  trocar  and 
eanula.  The  writer  of  the  artide  in  the 
Review  will  find,  on  referring  to  Sir  Astlej 
Cooper's  lectures  on  tapping,  that  the  trocar 
and  eanula  are  not  such  eligible  instruments 
aa  he  supposes.  Any  contrivanoe,  wheraby 
the  apparatus  can  be  rendered  more  convp- 
nient  and  easily  kept  In  repair,  and  which 
will  attain  the  twoftild  object  of  dispensing 
with  the  edged  eanula  (which  wounded  the 
mesentery,  and  caused  death,  in  one  of  tba 
cases  described  by  Sir  A.  Cooper)  and  of 
preventing  a  speculative  thrust  where  the 
fluid  is  deeply  seated  in  encysted  dropsy,  is 
an  improvement  on  existing  practice.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  rather  my  intention  to 
direct  the  attention  of  ingenious  instrument- 
makers  to  the  subject,  than  to  propose  a 
plan  myself.— I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Chablbs  Lbhdbick. 
Dublin,  October  Srd,  1840. 
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LECTURES  ceased  to  go  (ob  the  saying  is)  simply  be- 
cause it  has  not  been  wound  up.      Now  the 

^^  *"*  examination  which  the  watchmaker  under- 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  takes  in  respect  to  the  watch,  I  am  desirous 

PHYSIC  ^  making  in  respect  to  the  human  body. 

'  I  am  going  to  inquire  into  the  several  pro> 

Delivered  at  JTmyV  College,  London,  cesses  and  modes  of  dying^~the  steps,  or 

ways,  by  which  the  yital  functions  of  the 

Br  Djl.  Watson.  body  are  extinguished.     A  very  little  expe- 

rienoe  in  the  sick  chamber,  or  in  the  wairdB 

LacTURB  V  ®^  *  hospital,  will  suffice  to  teach  you  that, 

although  all  men  must  die,  all  do  not  die  in 
Diferent  modea  rf  dying.    Pathology  of  ^^  gj^n^  manner.     In   one    instance  the 
amOSen  death.     Death    by  anosmia,  its  thread  of  existence  is  suddenly  snapped ;  the 
courae,  phenomena,  and  anatomical  eha-  passage    from    life,   and    apparent   health 
raetere.    Death  by  aethenia,  ite  eouree,  perfuips,  to  the  condition  of  a  corpse,  is 
ph^enomenaf  and  anatomical  charaetere,  ^^de  in  a  moment :  in  another  the  process* 
Syncope.     Death   by   inanttion.    Death  ^f  dissolution  is  slow  and  tedious,  and  we 
^  t^meem :  Death  by  coma :  their  eot*  w,  scarcely  know  the  precise  instant  in  which 
und  phenomena,  and  the  anatomical  cha-  t^e  solemn  change  is  completed.     One  man 
raetere  common  to  both.     AppUeatton  of  retains  possession  of  his  intellect  up  to  his 
the  pHndplee  obtained  from  the  mveett-  latest  breath  :  another  lies  unconscious,  and 
guiion^  the  phipnomena  of  sudden  death,  insensible  to  all  outward  impressions,  for 
m  ehteidating  the  eymptome  and  tenden-  y^jm  or  days  before  the  struggle  is  over. 
fficff  qfdieeaee.  We  seek  to  ascertain  the  laws  and  me- 
I  PROPOSB  to  devote  the  present  lecture  to  chantsm  of  these  mysterious  differences. 
tbe  following  inquiry : — ^wherefore  it  is,  and  The  inquiry  is  not  one  of  merely  curious 
how  it  is,  tluit  some  of  the  corporeal  changes  interest,  but  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the 
which  we  have  been  considering,    or  the  proper  treatment  of  disease.     It  wUl  teach 
diseased  conditions    connected   with   those  us  whtt  we  have  to  guard  against,  what  we 
changes,  come  to  be  incompatible  with  the  must  strive  to  avert,  in  different  cases.     In 
fiffther  continuance  of  life  ?  how  is  it  that  speaking  of  particular  diseases,  I  shall  con- 
they  put  an  end  to  the  working  of  the  living  stantly  refer  to  the  facts  and  reasonings 
animal  machine  ?  why  the  machine  should  irhich  I  am  now  about  to  lay  before  you. 
not  continue  to  work,  though,  perhaps,  im-  Conditiona  of  l\fe.^lo,  pursuing  this  in> 
perfectly,  notwithatanding  such  changes  ?  quiry,  we  need  not  go  into  any  deep  physio- 
When  our  watches  stop,  we  take  them  to  logical  disquisition  respecting  the  conditions 
a  watchmaker  to  ascertain  why  they  have  that  are  essential  to  life.     It  is  sufficient  for 
stopped.    The  watchmaker  knows  that  there  our  purpose  to  remark  that  life  is  insepa- 
ara  various  ways  in  which  the  movements  of  rably  connected  wMi  the  continued  drcula- 
the  instrument   may  have    been    arrested,  tion  of  the  blood.     So  long  as  the  circula- 
The  main  spring  may  have  broken :  or  the  tion  goes    on,   life,  organic  life  at   least, 
little  chain  &at  connects  the  barrel  and  the  remains.     When  the  blood  no  longer  circu- 
fusee  may  have  snapped :   or  the  teeth  of  lates,  life  is  presently  extinct :  and  our  in- 
some  of  the  wheels  may  have  become  inex-  vestigation  of  the  different  modes  of  dying 
tricably  entangled :  or  the  watch  may  have  resolves  itself  into  an  investigatiott  of  the 

.  673.— xxvn,  L 
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dfllerent  ways  in  which  the  circulation  of  the  esBentiaHy  involuntary.    The  ordinny  asts 

blood  may  be  brought  to  a  stand.  of  respiration  depend  upon  a  certain  condi- 

Obsertt  tiie  ample  proviaion  that  is  made,  tion  of  the  medidia  oblongata.     If  this  ooa- 

in  tiie  cooBtruction  of  the  body,  for  carrying  dition  fails,    the    mechanical   part    of   the 

on  and  maintaining  this  essential  function,  respiratory  process,  and,  consequently,  the 

First,  there  is  an  extensive  hydraulic  appa-  chemical  part  also,  ceases, 
ratus  distributed  throughout  the  frame,  and        Hie  respiration  hangs,  therefore,  directly 

consisting  of  the  heart  and  other  blood-  upon  the  nervons  system, 
vessels.     Next,  there  is  a  large  pneumatic        On  the  other  hand,   the  action  of  the 

machine,  forming  a  considerable  part  of  the  heart  is  not  directly  or  necessarily  dependent 

whole  body,  and  composed  of  the  lungs,  and  npon  any  constant  nervous  influence  oon- 

the  case  in  which  they  are  lodged.     Lastly,  veyed  to  it.     Ilie  cireulatioa  goes  on  in  an 

the  power  by  which  this  machine  is  to  be  acephalous  foetus ;    it  may  be  kept  up,  by 

worked    and    regulated   is    vested    in   the  maintaining  artificial  respiration,  in  a  de- 

nervous  system.      Each  of  these  systems  capitated  animal :  nay,  even  when  both  brain 

must  continue  in  action,  or  the  circulation  and  sjSinal  cord  have  been  abstracted  from 

will  stop,  and  life  will  come  to  an  end.    The  the  body. 

functions  they  respectively  perform  are,  con-        But  though  the  nervous  infinenoe  is  not 

sequently,  called  vital  functions  :  and  their  necessary  to  the  movements  of  the  heart — 

main  organs — ^the  heart,  the  lungs,  the  brain  farther  than  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  respirA- 

(by  whidi  I  understand  the  intercranial  ner-  tion,  and  to  the  introduction  of  nutriment — 

vous  mass)^«re  denominated  vital  organs,  it  has  been  clearly  ascertained  that  Tdy 

The  functions  of  any  one  of  the  three  being  sudden  and  extensive  injury  or  shock  to  Ifae 

arrested,  the  functions  of  the  other  two  are  nervons  system  may  instantly  paralyse  the 

also  speedily  extinguished.     But  the  phieno-  heart,  and  so  stop  its  action, 
mena  of  dying  vary  remarkably  according        There  are  certain  states,  then,   of   the 

as  die  interruption  begins  in  the  one  or  the  hnin  and  nerves,  which,  without  directly 

other  organ.      Hence  Bichat,  who,  in  his  aiTecting  the  heart,   bring  the  motions  ot 

Recherche*  tur  la  vie  et  la  mart,  laid  the  respiration  to  a  pause :    and  there  are  oer* 

foundation  of  the  distinctions  I  am  about  tain  states  of  the  brain  and  nerves  vhioli  afiSt 

to  describe,  spoke  of  death  beginning  at  the  directly  on  the  heart  and  arrest  its  play. 

headt  death  beginning  at  the  heart f  and  death  That  is,  there  are  two  different  wnys  in 

beginning  at  the  luuffi.     This  nomenclature  which  death  might  be  said  to  begin  at  the 

is,  however,  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient,  head, 
as  you  will  presently  perceive.  Hence,  I  say,  tiie  nomendature  employed 

That  the  heart  may  continue  to  propel  the  by  Bichat  is  defective  and  inaccnrate. 
current  of  the  blood,  two  things  are  neces-        Pathology  ef  ntdden  death.-^-^ln  order  to 

sary:    first,  a  certain  power  or  faculty  of  seedearly  the  steps  by  which  the  (3roiilatkm« 

contraction  ;    and,    secondly,    a    sufficient  and  vrith  it  life,  finally  terminatoo,  in  the 

quantity  of  blood  in  its  chambers,  to  be  various  forms  of  d3ring,  we  nnist  atody  the 

moTcd,  and  also  to  stimulate  them  to  con-  problem  under  its  simplest  forms.      We 

tract.     If  this,  the  proper  stimtdus  to  the  must  examine  the  cases  in  which  the  vital 

internal  surfaces  of  the  heart,  be  withheld,  functions  are,  each  in  their  turn,  ntddeufy 

or  much  deficient,  it  vrill  soon  cease  to  beat,  stopped,  by  some  known  cause,  operating 

There  are   plainly,  therefore,   two  ways  in  upon  this  or  that  vital  organ.     We  muait 

which  death  might  be  said  to  begin  at  the  take  advantage  of  the  experiment  (if  I  maj 

heart ;  and  these  require  to  be  distinguished,  so  call  it)    which  is  performed  before  our 

The  respiration  is  entirely  subservient  to  eyes  whenever  a  healthy  man  is  cut  off  at 

the  circulation  of   the    blood.     The    two  once  by  external  violence,   or  by  poison, 

organs,  the  heart  and  lungs,  respond  inti-  acting  directly  upon  a  particular  organ  or 

mately  to  each  other.     The  whole  of  the  system  of  organs.     The  inquiry  might  be 

blood  is  sent  by  the  right  heart  to  the  lungs,  assisted,  and,  indeed,  it  has  been  mainly 

simply  that  it  may  d^cre  be  submitted  to  carried  on,  by  experiments  made  upon  living 

the  chemical  action  of  the  atmosphere.     The  animals  of  a  similar  conformation  with  man. 

respiratory  apparatus  is  added  to  the  body  But  the  pathology  of  sudden  death  is  happily 

for  the  sole  purpose  of  thus  repeatedly  ven-  now  too  well  understood  to  require  any 

tilating  the  blood.  farther  recurrence  to  that  painful  mode  of 

To   this   purpose  also  (setting  aside  all  "  interrogating  nature." 
accidental    impediments)     two   things    are         Death,  as  it  takes  place  in  disease,  is  uanalty 

requisite :  first,  drcumfiised  air  to  enter  and  complicated.     Many  parts  are  affected,  and 

depart  at  short  intervals  ;    and,   secondly,  different  functions    languish,    and    variona 

alternating  movements  of  the  chest  to  cause  disturbing  causes  are  in  operation,  at  the 

its  entrance  and  exit.  same  time.     Occasionally,  however,  the  pro* 

Now    these    movements,   although   they  cess  of  dissolution  is  as  simple  and  obvious 

admit  of  being  r^ukted  by  the  will,  are  as  in  death  produced  by  violenoe ;   and  in 


DBiffH  BY  ANiBMU  AND  AfiTliBNIA*-8YNCOP£.  147 

aoDkB  pfimny  wd  pwdmnhumt  of  also  w  death  biglmili^  al  the  baaft*  la 

derangmB&i  may  be  tnioed  of  thia  or  that  that  in  which  there  ia  no  deficiency  of  the 

▼ital  fnnction ;  and  a  tendency  is  more  or  proper  atimnlna  to  the  heart'a  action»  but  a 

less  dearly  manilest  to  one  or  the  other  of  totid  failure  of  contractile  power  in  that  organ* 

the  modes  of  dying,  which  we  may  now  This  ia  well  denominated  death  by  asthenia, 

proceed  to  consider  in  succession.  Death  oocorring  in  this  way  is  not  un- 

Death  by  itn^nma. — ^And  first  let  na  eza-  common.      The  effects  of  some  kinds  of 

mine  that  form  of  death  which  is  caused  by  poison  furnish   a   good  illustration  of  it. 

a  want  of  the  doe  supply  of  blood  to  the  There  are  certain  substances  which,  applied 

heart.    This  is  called,  with  much  propriety,  to  some  port  or  other  of  the  body,  speedily 

death  by  (nuemia,  extinguish  life :   and  when,  after  thor  (atid 

The  best  examples  of  death  taking  place  operation,  the  thorax  is  opened,  each  cham- 

in  this  way  are  those  in  which  it  is  the  con-  ber  of  the  heart  ia  found  to  be  filled  with  ita 

sequence  of  sudden  and  profuse  hsmorrhage.  proper  stimulus,  upon  which  it  has  been 

The  circulation  fails,  not  because  the  heart  unable  to  contract. 

has  lost  its  power  of  contraction,  but  be-  This  was  distinctly  made  out  by  Sir  Ben- 
cause  blood  does  not  arrive  in  ita  chambers  jamin  Brodie,  in  his  able  and  scientific  invea- 
in  sufficient  quantity.  tigation  of  die  effects  of  different  poisons. 

We  assure  onrselTea  of  this  in  two  ways.  You  may  read  with  advantage  his  piq>ers  on 

In  the  first  place,  when  the  body  of  an  this  subject  in  the  Philosophical  Transactiona 

animal  is  examined  immediately  after  death  for  1811  and  1812.     He  ascertained,  upon 

from  sudden  and  copious  loss  of  blood,  the  examining  the  chest  after  death  occasioned 

heart  ia  not  found  dilated,  and  full  of  blood,  by  the  upaa  antiar,  that  the  heart  was  not 

as  it  would  be  if  it  had  ceased  to  act  from  a  empty,  but  full,  there  being  purple  blood  in 

want  of  power  to  contract  upon  its  contents ;  its  right,  and  scarlet  blood  in  its  left  cavities, 

but  it  is  found  empty,  or  nearly  so,  and  Theae  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  thia 

contracted.     Secondly,  this  conclusion  ia  kind  of  death;  and  they  prove  that  the  action 

confirmed  by  the  reverse  experiment :    by  of  the  heart  doea  not  cease  from  a  defect  of 

the  effect,   I  mean,  of  the  tran^fuHon  of  stimulus,  but  from  a  loss  of  its  contractile 

blood.     It  is  a  fact  well  ascertained,  first  by  power. 

experiments  made  upon  animals,  and  after-  Syncope, — ^The  state  of  suspended  anima- 

warda  by  moat  happy  trials  upon  the  human  tion  common  to  both  these  forms  of  dying — 

subject,  that  in  cases  of  apparent  death  from  (the  ultimate  external    phaenomena  bdng 

violent  hemorrhage  the  suspended  functiona  nearly  the  same  in  each,  and  the  result  in 

may  be  restored  by  conveying  a   timely  each  being  the  aimple  fulure  of  the  drcu- 

aupply  of  blood  into  the  veswb  of  the  lation) — ^is  o^sn  expressed   by  the   term 

aeemlngly  dead  animal  from  the  veina  of  a  jyncofie. 

living  animal  of  the  aame  species.     Now  it  Besides  the  essential  diatinctions  between 

ia  quite  clear  that  thia  introduction  of  freah  them  already  mentioned,  there  ia  thia  fiirther 

blood  could  be  of  no  avail  in  a  caae  where  point  of  difference.    In  death  by  amemiai 

the  heart  was  unable  to  act  upon  the  blood  the  suspension  of  the  fonctions  of  the  ner- 

which  had  reached  it.  vous  system  arises  firom  a  lack  of  the  blood 

The  phsenomena  which  attend  this  mode  which  should  be  sent  to  the  hrain  from  the 

of  dying  are  paleness  of  the  countenance  and  heart.      Hence    the  vdl-known  effect  of 

lips,  cold  sweats,  dimness  of  vision,  dilated  mere  position.    Syncope  is  sooner  produced 

pupils,  vertigo,  a  slow  and  weak  pulse,  and  by  venesection  when  the  person  bled    is 

speedy  insensibility.    With  these  symptoms  sitting  up  than  when  he  is  recumbent :  and 

are  frequently  conjoined  nausea,  and  even  the  first  remedy  for  the  fainting  state  ia  to 

vomiting,  restlessness  and  tossing  of  the  lay  the  patient  4at  upon  the  ground,  or  even 

limbs,  transient  delirium :  the  breathing  ia  to  place  his  head  a  little  lower  than  the 

irregular,  sighing,  and,  at  last,  gasping ;  and  trunk  of  his  body.    In  the  one  posture  the 

convulsions  generally  occur,  sind  are  once  or  current  of  the  blood  towards  the  head  is  im- 

l^ice  repeated,  before  the  scene  closes.  peded  by  the  force  of  gravity ;  in  the  other 

It  is  thus  that  women  often  die,  in  whom  it  is  not.  In  sudden  death  by  asthenia  thia 
'*  flooding"  happena  after  childbirth.  Some-  order  is  reversed ;  the  nervoue  eyetem  is  the 
times  the  sudd^  borsting  of  an  aneurism  part  first  affected,  and  through  it,  oonae- 
occasions  this  form  of  deaUi.  It  is  common  cutively,  the  heart.  This  appears  from  the 
on  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  accidental  het  that  sudden  death  by  asUienia  ia  some- 
injuries  whereby  large  blood-vessels  are  times  produced  by  causes  which  we  know  to 
wounded.  Internal  hsemorrhage,  depending  act  primarily  upon  and  through  the  nervoua 
upon  diseases  to  be  hereafter  dMcribed,  mny  qrstem ;  by  strong  mental  emotion — aa  m- 
also  prove  fatal  in  the  same  manner.  tense  grief,  joy,  terror.  Caaes  of  fatal  con- 
JDeath  by  asthenia, — ^This,  then,  ia  one  cuasaon,  where  the  brain  ia  jarred  by  some 
form  of  death  binning  at  the  heart.  Ano-  bodily  ahock — and  death  occurring  ahnoat 
other  form,  the  converse  of  this,  but  spoken  instantly  firom  blowi  on  the 
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are  of  this  kind.     Lightning  and  electricity  The  first  of  these  two  forms  of  dying  it 

kill  too,  when  they  kill  at  all,  in  the  same  commonly  called  death  by  aaph^xia^    The 

way.     And  we  shall  hereafter  see  that  oer-  second    is   conyeniently  termed  deadi   by 

tain  varieties  of  apoplexy,  and  serend  other  coma.    Bichat  spoke  of  them  respoclively 

diseased  conditions,  destroy  life  by  suddenly  as  death  banning  at  the  lungs,  and  at  ^ 

arresting  the  contractile  power  of  the  heart,  head. 

When  death  by  asthenia  occurs  more  Dec^h  by  apwea. — It  is  of  much  impor- 

slowly,   from  disease,  the  phenomena  .are  tance  to  get  rid,  when  we  can,  of  improper 

somewhat  different.      Hie   pulse  becomes  names.    Ihey  are  very  apt  to  warp  our 

very  feeble  and  frequent,  and  the  muscular  notions  concerning  the  real  nature   of  the 

debility  extreme ;  but  the  senses  are  perfect,  things  they  are  intended  to  express.     T^ua 

the  hearing  is  sometimes    even    painfully  term  atphyxiat  which  is  in  every  body's 

acute,  and  the  intellect  remains  dear  to  the  mouth,  is  very  inappropriate,  if  we  look  to 

last.     The  tendency  to  death  of  this  form  is  its  etymology,  to  the  kind  of  death  wlii^  it 

remarkably  manifest  in  acute  inflammation  has  come  to  denote.    It  signifies,  you  know, 

of  the  peritoneum,  in  what  is  called  molig-  literally,  pulselessness,  the  want  of  pulse ; 

nant  cholera,   and  in   cases    of   extensive  and' therefore  it  might  express  any  kind  of 

mortification.  death  whatever  ;  or  if  applied  to  any  parti- 

Death  by  inanition. — Akin  to  this  form  of  cular  mode  of  dying,  it  would  seem  to  belong 

dying  is  that  in  which  the  living  powers  are  to   that    we  have  just    been  oonsiderittg, 

slowly  exhausted  by  lingering  and  wasting  namely,  deadi  beginning  at  the  heart.     Ai^ 

disorders,  as  in  many  cases  of  phthuis,  in  you  will  presently  see  that  it  iapeeuUarly 

diabetes,  and  in  dysentery ;   or  by  htemor-  inapplicable  to  all  those  cases  where  death 

rhages  moderate  in  amount,  but  frequently  results  from  the  nonarterialization  of    the 

repeated ;   or  by  any  other  long-continued  venous  blood.     Its  current  signification  has, 

drjun  upon  the  system :   the  death  is  partly,  I  am  afraid,  been  too  long  established  by 

however,  to  be  ascribed  to  a  deficient  supply  custom,  to  allow  of  its  being  restored  to  its 

of  the  natural  stimulus  to  the  heart's  action,  proper  meaning  without    much  confbsioo. 

The  type  of  these  mixed  modes  of  dying  is  But,  at  any  rate,  I  can  and  shall  avoid  its 

seen  in  death  by  ttarvation,  which  may  be  use,   and  adopt  in   preference  the  generic 

considered  intermediate  between  death  by  term  apnaa  (privation  of  breath)  as  justly 

ansmia  and  death  by  asthenia.     Death  from  expressive  of  the  mode  of  death  to  which 

inanition  can  never  be  sudden.    The  blood,  the  word  asphyxia  is  commonly  given  by 

renewed  no  longer  from  without,   and  fed  authors.      The    generic    English    term    is 

only  by  absorption  from  the  system  itself,  suffbeation* 

diminishes  gnulually  in  quantity,  while  its  The  entrance  of  air  into  the  lungs  may  be 

rlity  is  probably  deteriorated.     Gradually  prevented  in  various  ways :   by  stoppage  of 

the  contractile  power  of  the  heart,  as  the  mouth  and  nostrils  ftmothering)  :^hj 

well -as  of  the  muscles  generally,  is  weakened ;  submersion  of  the  same  inlets  in  some  tiqnld 

and  firom  these  combined  causes  its  move-  fdrowningj ;  or  in  gases  which,  though  not  in 

ments  at  length  cease.     Accordingly  after  tiiemselves  poisonous,  contain  no  oxygen ; 

death  by  starvation  the  heart  is  not  found  to  such  are  hydrogen,  and  azote :  by  me^mni- 

be    so    much    contracted,    nor   so  nearly  cal  obstruction  of  the  larynx  or  trschea  from 

empty,  as  after  death  by  sudden  and  copious  within,  as  by  a  morsel  of  food  (ehoakimgj^ 

hemorrhage.  or  from  without,  as  by  the  bowstring,  fttrmn* 

Certain  diseases  of  the  throat  or  the  oeso-  guiation ;  both  these  varieties  are  included 

phagus,  prohibiting  the  Introduction  of  food  ;  in  the  term  throttling)  : — ^by  forcible  prcv- 

of  the  stomach,  preventing  its  retention ;  of  sure  made  at  once  upon  the  chest  and  abdo- 

the  digestive  organs  generally,  hindering  its  men,  preventing  all  movement  of  the  rihs 

assimilation,  are  fatal  in  this  manner.  and  of  the  diaphragm  ;  this  happens  some- 

We  have  yet  to  consider  how  death  is  times  to  workmen  employed  in  excavating* 

produced  by  Uie  suspension  of  the  respira-  who  are  buried,  their  heads  excepted,  by  the 

tory  function — in  other  words,  by  a  want  of  falling  of  a  mass  of  earth ;  it  was  near  h«||. 

the  due  arteriahxation  of  the  blood.  pening,  Dr.  Roget  tells  us,  to  an  athletic 


Hiere  are  two  perfectly  distinct  modes  in  black  man,  of  whose  body  a  cast  was  at- 

which  this  cause  of  death  may  happen  ;  dis-  tempted  to  be  tsken  by  one  operation,  and 

tSnct,  i,  e.  in  regard  to  the  steps  of  the  pro-  in  one  entire  piece,  as  an  academic  modeL 

cess,  although  identical  in  regard  to  the  "As  soon  as  the  plaster  began  toaet,  be  fclt 

ultimate  result.  on  a  sudden  deprived  of  the  power  of  respi- 

1.  When  the  access  of  air  to  the  lungs  is  ration,  and  to  add  to  his  misfortune,  was  cat 
suddenly  denied  by  some  direct  ohataelt  to  off  from  the  means  of  expressing  his  distress, 
its  entrance ;  His  situation  was  just  perceived  in  time  to 

2.  When  the  muscular  actions  required  for  save  his  life;"  in  this  way  the  victims  of 
beadiing  cease  in  consequence  of  ineentibi'-  Burke  and  Hare  were  stifled ;  and  the 
/My,  CBiisad  by  diseiie  or  injury  of  the  brain,  immoveable  state  of  the  lung-caies  ii 
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times  produced  in  tetamui,  or  by  the  poiion.  maining  fbll,  the  right  chambers  of  the  heart 
ous  inifliience  of  strychnine,  aU  the  respira-  distended,  and  therefore  less  capable  of  con- 
tory  muscles  being  fixed  in  rigid  spasm : —  tracting.  Meanwhile  the  black  blood,  flow- 
by  paralysis  of  the  same  muscles,  from  ing  more  and  more  tardily  and  scantily 
injury  or  disesse  of  the  spinal  cord  aboTe  the  into  the  left  chambers,  leads  by  its  unnatural 
origin  of  the  nenres  that  give  off  the  phrenic  quality,  as  well  as  its  deficient  supply,  to 
nerve,  and  therefore  above  the  origin  of  the  feeble  contractions  ;  and  this  side  of  the 
intercostal  nerres  also ;  or  from  section  of  heart  is  comparatively  empty, 
the  phrenic  and  intercostal  nenres : — lastly,  In  this  state,  even  after  the  heart  has 
by  such  breaches  in  the  walls  of  the  thorax  ceased  to  beat,  but  not  long  after,  if  the 
as  admit  air  freely  to  the  surface  of  both  cause  which  has  excluded  the  air  be  with- 
lungs,  and  spoil  the  pneumatic  machine,  as  drawn,  and  fresh  air  readmitted— in  other 
a  pair  of  bellows  is  spoiled  when  deprived  of  words,  if  artificial  respiration  be  instituted — 
its  valve.  Of  course  the  same  consequences  the  blood  in  the  pulmonary  capillaries  under- 
ensue  when  both  pleune  become  filled  with  goes  the  required  change,  becomes  arterial, 
liquid  of  any  kind.  begins  again  to  pass  onwards,  and  by  degrees 

Whenever  the  privation  of  air  is  sudden  the  circulation  is  restored,  and  the  patient 

and  complete,  the  following  external  pheno-  saved. 

mena  present  themselves  :'--Strong  but  vain  In  this  mode  of  death,  the  circulation  is 

contractions  occur  of  all  the  muscles  con-  first  arrested,  and  death  truly  begins,  tn  the 

cemed  in  breathing,  and  struggling  efforts  to  lungs. 

respire  are  made,  prompted  by  ^t  uneasy  When  the  carcass  of  an  animal  that  has  thus 

sensation  which  every  one  has    experienced  perished  of  apnoea  is  immediately  afterwards 

who  has  tried  how  long  he  can  hold  his  examined,  (so  speedy  an  inspection  of  the 

breath,  and  which,  when  unappeaaed,  soon  human  body  being,  for  obvious   reasons, 

rises  to  agony :  this  extreme  distress  is  tran-  seldom  practicable  or  proper),  the  left  side  of 

sient,  being  almost  immediately  succeeded  by  the  heart  is  found  to  contain  a  small  quantity 

sensations,  not  unpleasant,  of  vertigo,  and  of  dark  blood,  while  its  right  cavities  are 

then  by  loss  of  consciousness,  and  convul-  greatly  distended,  and  the  lungs,  the  cavse, 

sions :  at  leng^  all  effort  ceases,  a  few  irre-  and  the  whole  venous  system,  are  gorged  with 

gular  twitchings  or  tremors  of  the  limbs  alone  blood  of  the  same  character.     These  are,  in 

perhaps  remaining ;  the  muscles  relax,  and  few  words,  the  anatomical  characters  of  sud- 

the  sphincters  yield :   but  still  the  move-  den  death  by  apnoea. 

ments  of  the  heart,  and  even  the  pulse  at  the  The  pathology  of  this  mode  of  dying  has, 

wrist,  continue  for  a  short  time  after  all  other  I  say,  been  thoroughly  understood  only  of 

signs  of  life  are  over ;  there  is  no  atphyxia  late.     It  will  not  be  uninteresting,  and  may, 

(properly  so  called)  till  the  very  last.  I  think,  be  useful,  to  trace  bridly  the  sue- 

During  this  process,  which  does  not  oe-  oessive  steps  by  which  the  true  explanation 
cupy  more  than  two  or  three  minutes,  the  has  been  attained.  Haller  was  of  opinion 
face  at  first  becomes  flushed  and  turgid,  then  that  the  quiescence  of  the  lungs,  consequent 
livid  and  purplish,  the  veins  of  the  head  and  upon  the  cessation  of  the  alternate  move- 
neck  swell,  and  the  eyebaUs  seem  to  protrude  ments  of  the  thorax,  formed  a  mechanical 
from  their  sockets ;  at  length  the  heart  ceases  impediment  to  the  further  transit  of  blood 
to  palpitate,  and  life  is  extinct.  through  them  ;  ixA  that  death  resulted  from 

The  internal  changes,  which  correspond  obstruction  of  the  circulation  in  the  lungs, 
with  and  cause  these  outward  symptoms.  He  was  partly  right ;  but  he  erred  in  sup- 
have  been  carefully  studied,  and  accurately,  posing  that  the  stream  of  blood  was  arrested 
though  slowly  and  lately,  ascertained.  They  absolutely,  and  at  once,  and  by  a  mechanical 
all  proceed  from  the  prevention  of  the  che-  obstacle.  Apnoea,  with  aU  its  peculiar  phe- 
miod  alteration  naturally  produced  in  the  nomena,  occurs,  when  atmospheric  air  is  ex- 
blood,  in  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  lungs,  eluded,  although  the  lungs  continue  to  play ; 
The  blood,  continuing  venous,  passes  at  first  as  in  persons  who  breathe  azote  or  hydrogen 
in  considerable  quantity  through  the  pul  •  gas.  It  was  clearly  shewn  by  Dr.  Goodwyn, 
monary  veins,  into  die  left  side  of  the  heart,  in  his  Essay  upon  tiie  Connexion  of  Life  with 
and  thence,  through  the  arteries,  to  all  parts  Respiration,  that  the  unaerated  blood  passed 
of  tiie  body.  Thiis  venous  blood  is,  how-  through  the  lungs,  and  entered  the  left  auri- 
ever,  inadequate  to  sustain,  or  suflBcientiy  cle  and  ventricle  of  the  heart ;  but  he  thought 
excite,  the  functions  of  the  parts  it  thus  that  it  went  no  further.  His  notion  was  ^at 
reaches.  In  the  brain  the  effect  of  the  un-  arterial  blood  is  the  only  stimulus  which  can 
natural  circulation  is  felt  at  once;  and  shewn  excite  the  contraction  of  the  left  cavities  of 
by  the  convulsions  and  insensibility  that  the  heart,  and  that  when  venous  blood 
ensue.  The  motion  of  the  Blood  in  the  arrives  in  them,  the  organ  becomes  motion- 
pulmonary  capillaries  is  also,  from  the  first,  less ;  and  no  blood  being  sent  to  the  brain, 
impeded,  and  its  current  gradually  retarded,  the  person  dies.  Had  this  theory  been  true, 
until  it  stagnates  altogel^er ;  the  lungs  re-  the  left  chambers  would  be  found  full  of 


150    DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 

blood  after  death  (which  they  are  not),  and  founded »  I  nraat  re6er  you  to  hk  work  oo 

the  mode  of  dying  would  not  have  differed  Asphyxia. 

easentially  from  that  which  we  have  afaready  Sudden  death  by  apnoea  is  not  very  often 
oonsidered  as  death  by  asthenia.  The  well-  witnessed  as  the  result  of  disease.  It  some- 
devised  experiments  of  Bichat  carried  the  times  is  caused  by  a  spasmodic  dosure  of 
investigation  a  step  farther,  and  proved  that  the  rima  glottidis.  It  is  no  uncommon 
the  unaerated  blood  not  only  reached  the  consequence  of  accidents,  iu  which  the  upper 


heart,  but  was  propelled  by  the  contractions  cervical  vertebrae  are  broken  or 

of  that  organ  to  every  part  of  the  body,  I  have  seen  several  instances  of  detth  ra- 

through  the  arteries.      Having  applied  a  pidly  produced,  with  all  the  symptoms  of 

ligature  upon  the  trachea  of  a  living  animal,  sudden  suffocation,  generally  in  intoxicated 

he  made  a  small  opening  in  one  of  its  carotid  persons,  in  whom  the  chink  of  the  glottis 

arteries.     Presently  the  slender  stream  of  has  been  found  dosely  plugged  by  a  frag- 

blood  that  issued  began  to  lose  its  florid  tint,  ment  of  meat,  which  "  had  gone  Uie  wrong 

and  to  assume  the  dark  colour  of  venous  way." 

blood,  but  ii  continued  to  flow^  and  the  But  there  are  numerous  fonns  of  more  chco- 

afflux  of  this  dark  blood  upon  the  brain  was  nic  disease,  in  which  the  tendency  to  death  by 

marked  by  convulsions   and  insensibility,  apnoea  is  plainly  disceniible,  sometiiiMs  for  a 

Bichat  coneeived,  therefore,  tiie  erroneous  long  while  before  their  ftital  termination  ar- 

belief  that  the  blood  underwent  no  obstmc-  rives.    And  the  phenomena  are  similar  in 

tion  in  its  passage  Uirough  the  lungs,  but  character  to  those  which  ere  noticed  when 

that,  remaining  nnpurified  and  venous,  it  the  struggle  is  short.    We  hear  the  patients 

acted  a»  a  poison  upon  every  part  to  wbich  complain  of  the  *<  want  of  breath  \"  we  see 

it  was  carried  by  the  arteries— first  upon  the  how  they  labour  to  satisfy  this  want,  when 

nervous  systemi  and    ultimately   (passing  it  becomes  ui^gent,  by  the  elevated  shonlders, 

through    Uie    coronary  arteries)  upon  the  the  dilating  nostrils,  the  energetic  action  of 

muscular  substance  of  the  heart  itself.  There  all  the  muscles  that    are  auziliaiy  to  the 

are,  however,  two  well-known  facts,  which  respiration ;  we  perceive  by  the  dnaky  and 

upon  this  theory  would  be  inexplicable — ^the  loaded  countenance,  the  livid  lips  and  ears, 

comparative  emptiness  of  the  left  chambers  and  eyelids,  that  the  blood  is  but  imper- 

of  ^  heart,  and  the  restoration  of  the  sus-  fectlyarterialized.  The  diminished  capability 

pended  ftmctions  by  the  timely  performance  of  such  blood  to  support  the  functions  of  the 

of  artificial  respiration.    The  air  could  never  brain  is  made  evident  by  the  vcttiginoos 

reach  and  revivify  or  depurate  the  venous  sensations,  and  the  delirious  thoughts  of  the 

blood,   stagnating  in  the  capillaries  of  the  gasping  sufferers;  and  after  death  we  find 

heart.     It  was  reserved  for  Dr.  Kay  to  oor-  the  same  distension  of  the  right  chambers  of 

reet  the  unsound  parts  of  Bichat's  doctrine,  the  heart,  while  the  left  are  nearly  empty — 

and  to  shew  that  me  blood  begins  to  stagnate  the  same  gorged  condition  of  the  polmoMury 

In  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs,  in  consequence  arteries  and  venous  system  generally,  whi^ 

of  its  fidling  to  undergo  the  change  from  constitute  the  anatomical  eharacters  of  this 

venous  to  arterial ;  and  that  the  movements  mode  of  dying.    These  appearances  are  even 

of  the  left  heart  are  brought  to  an  end,  prin-  more  constsntly  visible  in  the  dead  bedy, 

cipally  by  the  deficient  supply  of  blood  firom  when  apnoea  has  been  gradually  produced, 

the  lungs.     His  experiments  tend  moreover  than  after  sudden  suffocation ;    simply,    I 

to  prove    that    venous    blood    circulating  believe,  because  they  are  more  pemument. 

through  the  arteries  has  no  directly  poison-  Alter  sudden  death,  however  caneed,   the 

ous  opfration,  but  is  capable,  though  much  blood  seldom  coagulates ;   and  the  venoos 

less  effectuaUy  Ihsi  arterial  blood,  to  sup-  turgescence  consequent  upon  rapid  aoMen, 

port  in  some  degree  the  irritability  of  the  although  great  at  first,  has  time  to  snbaide 

muscles.     A  muscle  will  continue  to  con-  and  disappear  before  the  body  is  examined, 

tract  longer  when  supplied  with  venous  blood  In  protracted  cases,  death  does  not  take 

by  its  arteries,  than  when  supplied  with  no  place  purely  in  the  way  of  apnoea  ;  the  heart 

blood  at  all.     Doubtless,  in  death  by  apnoea,  is  weakened,  and  the  nervous  influence  im- 

the  movements  of  the  heart  are  weakened,  paired    by    the    continued    circulation    of 

partly  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  sti-  imperfectly    arterialixed    blood ;    but    the 

mulus  afforded  by  the  venous  blood  that  symptoms  belonging  to  apnoea  are  plainly 

penetrates  its  substance ;  but  the  main  cause  predominant. 

of  the  failure  of  the  circulation  is  the  diffi-  When  (as  is  most  common)  the  privation 

cttlty  with  which  the  nonarteriallzed  blood  of  air  is  incomplete,  and  a  scanty  and  soA- 

finds  its  way  through  the  capillaries  of  the  dent  supply  is  admitted,  morbid  chaagee 

lungs.    This  tiieory  is  -consistent  with  all  take  place  in  the  lungs  themselves ;  Uie  air- 

the  phenomena  observed.     For  a  detailed  ac-  tubes  and  cells  become  charged  with  aerons 

count  of  the  experiments  and  reasonings  fluid,  which  operates  as  an  additional  cause 

^upon    which    Dr.    Kay's    conclusions  are  of  suffocation.    The  same  phenomenon  is 
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pbserved  when  the  par  vagom  is  dividad  on  blood  through  the  arteries  u  in  the  one  case 

both  sides.  the  oause,  and  in  the  other  the  effect,  of  the 

Death  by  apnoea  in  disease  is  extremely  cessation  of  animal  life. 

common.     It  may  be  produced  by  any  Uiing  The  causes  that  destroy  the  sensibility 

which  narrows  the  chink  of  the  glottis,  by  leave   no  constant   or  necessary  traces   of 

warts  that  sometimes  grow  there,  by  oedema  their  operation.     The  essential   anatomical 

of  the  mdbmucous  tissue  of  the  larynx,  by  characters  of  death  by  coma,  and  of  death  by 

inflammatory  tumefaction  of  its  lining  mem-  apnoea,  are  therefore  the  same. 

brane :  it  may  result  from  the  presence  of  Death  occurring  in  the  way  of  coma  has 
what  are  called  false  membranes  in  the  wind-  '  this  peculiar  kind  of  interest  belonging  to 

pipe  and  brondii,  such  as  are  formed  in  the  it,  that  it  may  sometimes  be  effectually  ob- 

croup  I  it  may  be  the  consequence  of  disease,  viated  by  a  mechanical  expedient.     The  cir- 

eituate  in  the  substance  ofthe  lungs  themselves,  culation  ceases  because  the  actions  of  rcspi- 

•rendering  then\  incapable  of  receiving  the  ration  cease — and  the  failure  of  the  acts  of 

requisite  quantity  of  air ;  of  this  we  have  xespiration  arises  from  a  suspension  of  tlie 

'examples  in  pneumonia,  and  in  pulmonary  nervous  power.     If  it  be  merely  a  suspen- 

apoplexy : — or  it  may  proceed  from  disorders  sion — if  the  nervous  functions  are  within  the 

of  the  pulmonary  muooys  membrane,  the  verge  of  recovery — organic  life  may  be  sus- 

MT  passages  becoming  blocked  up  with  ex-  tiuned  by  the  performance  of  artificial  respi- 

-oessive    and    unnatural    secretions,    as    in  ration,   until   tlie  insensibility  has   passed 

•bronchitis.     JKithisis  is  sometimes  fatal  in  away ;  and  thus  the  danger  to  life,  which 

ihe  way  of  apnoea ;  more  commonly  it  tends  depended  on  that  insensible  state,  may  be 

io  death  by  asthsnia.  Diseases  of  the  pleurse  escaped. 

4iftteBded  witli  effusion,  and  causing  pressure  Many  years  ago,  in  the  course  of  those 

JKpoa  .tiie  hings ;  diseases  of  the  heart  and  researches  -to  which  I  have  already  referred, 

:gfeat  thoracic  blood  vessels,  affecting  the  Sir  fienjamin,  then  Mr.  Brodie,  was  led  to 

jquantity  of  blood  in  those  organs;  even  think  tiiat  by  continuing   the    respiration 

certain  abdominal  maladies,  accompanied  by  artifioially  in  animals  labouring  under  the 

-swelling,  and  thrusting  the  diaphragm  up-  influence    of   narcotic    poisons,   the    hear| 

wards — terminate  by  the    same    mode   of  might  be  kept  in  action  until  the  stupefying 

idissoltttaon.  but  transitory  effect  of  the  poison  upon  the 

Death  by  coma. — Death    by    coma,  aL  brain  had  gone    off.    This   idea  he  soon 

though  common  enough,  and  of  much  im-  brought  to  the  test  of  experiment,  and  the 

portanee  to  be  understood,  need  not  detain  ^result  was  such  as  to  justify  his  ingenious 

ns  long.     Certain  morbid  states  of  the  brain  j-c^^soning.     He  inserted  some  woorara  into 

(it  is  onnecessary-  at  present  to  enquire  into  a  wound  which  he  had  made  in  a  young  cat. 

their  nature  and  origin)  produce  stupor,  After  a  certain  time  the   respiration  had 

mora  or  less  profound ;  the  sensibility  to  entirely  ceased,  and  the  animal  appeared  tp 

.outward  impressions  is  destroyed,  sometimes  be  dead,  but  the  heart  could  be  still  felt 

•wholly  and  at  once,  much  oftener  gradually;  beating.    The  lungs  were  then  artificially 

•the    respiration    becomes   ;ilow,   irregular,  inflated  about  forty  times  in  a  minute.     The 

etertorous ;   all  voluntary  attention  to  the  iieart  continued  to  beat  r^;ularly.  When  the 

act  of  breathing  is  lost,  but  the  instinctive  artificial  breathing  had  been  kept  up  for 

motions  continue ;  the  stimulus  conveyed  by  forty  minutes,  the  pupils  of  the  cat's  eyes 

the  pulmonary  branches  of  the  eighth  pair  were  observed  to  contract  and  dilate  upon 

of  nerves  stiU  excites,  though  perhaps  im-  the  increase  or  diminution  of  light,  but  the 

•perfectly,  the  reflex  power  of  the  medulla  animal  remained  perfectly  motionless  and 

oblongata,  which  sustains  the  involuntary  insensible.    At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  forty 

movements  of  the  thorax.    At  length  this  minutes  there  were  slight  involuntary  con - 

.function  fidls  also— the  chest  ceases  to  ex-  tractions  of  the  muscles,  and  every  now  and 

pand-'^the  Mood  b  no  longer  aerated — end  then  there  was  an  effort  to  breathe.     At  the 

thencefocwards  precisely  the  same  internal  end  of  another  hour  the  animal,  for  the  first 

changes  occur  as  in  dea^  by  apnoea.  time,  showed  some  signs  of  sensibility  when 

You  will  observe  that  the  extinction  of  roused,   and  made  spontaneous   efforts   to 

fnyame  life  takes  place  in  exactly  the  same  breathe  twenty-two  times  in  a  minute.    The 

manner  in  both  cases;  the  difference  between  artificial  breathing  was  therefore  now  dis- 

.  the  two  forms  of  dying  beuig  this — that  in  continued.     She  lay,  as  if  in  a  state  of  j^ro- 

death  by  apnoea,  the  chemical  functions  of  found  sleep,  for  forty  minutes  longer,  when 

the  lungs  cease  first,  and  then  the  circulation  she  suddenly  awoke,  and   began  to  walk 

of  venous  bloiod  through  the  arteries  sus-  about. 

|)ends  the  sensibility ;  whereas,  in  death  by  Sir   Benjamin   Brodie   had   indeed  been 

coma,  the  sensibility  ceases  first,  and  in  con-  anticipated  in  this  happy  proposition   for 

sequence  of  this  the  movements  of  the  thorax,  recovering    persons   apparently   dead  after 

and  the  chemical  functions  of  the  lungs,  taking  narcotic  poison,   after   submersion, 

cease  also.  So  tiiat  the  circulation  of  venous  and  Uie  like, — although  he  does  not  seem  tp 
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here  been  aware  of  it.    Hie  eocperiment  had  cnlated  to  throw  both  Ught  and  fateraitapaD 

once  been  tried  before,  and  on  the  hnman  onr  atody  of  the  symptonu,  and  of  the  ten- 

anbject,  and  with  succeaa,  though  not  npon  dendes  of  diaeaae.    It  win  enable  na  to  aim 

each  scientific  principles.    The  case  is  giiven  with  more  predaion  at  falfilHng  the  indka- 

by  Mr.  'Whately,  in  the  Medical  Observations  tion  so  often  inculcated  by  CnUen,  of  '*  ob- 

and  Enqniries,  toI.  Ti.     A  man  who  had  riating  the  tendency  to  deatii."    In  this 

swallowed  an    immense  quantity  of   solid  sketch  I  hare  merely  been  able  to  hint  at 

opium,  and  who  seemed  to  be  dead,  was  the  important  bearings  of  such  Yiewa  vpoo 

restored  by  the  patient  continuance,  on  the  onr  practice.    My  attention  waa  first  called 

part  of  his  medical  attendants,  in  a  process  to  them  by  the  lectures  of  my  respected 

of  artificial  breathing.  instructor,  Dr.  Alison,  who  was  aocaatomed 

It  is  seldom  that  we  can  hope  for  success  .to  illustrate  them  by  reference  to  the  phe* 

from  this  expedient   in  the  treatment  of  nomena  of  one  large  dsss  of  disordera.     All 

disease ;  simply  because,  in  most  cases,  the  the  modes  of  dying  that  I  have  deaeribed  are 

injury  of  the  nervous  system,  which  has  pro-  apt  to  take  place  in  /evert.    Sometiinea  we 

duoed  the  insensibility,  is  irretrievable.  have  to  combat  the  one,  aometimea  the  otiier 

In  moat  forms  of  apoplexy,  and  of  hydro-  tendency.    The  diaeaae  often  provea  &tal  in 

cephalus,  death  occurs  in  the  way  of  coma,  the  way  of  coma ;  thia  happena  principally 

Sometimes,  however,  as  I  mentioned  before,  when  tiie  brain  has  been  a  good  deal  affiectody 

the  lesion  of  the  nervous  substance  is  so  when  there  haa  been  mndi  headache,  de- 

extenrive  and  sudden,  as  to  operate  like  a  lirium,  and  stupor :  aometinies,  iriiea  the 

'  shock,  and  cause  death  by  asthenia.    The  lungs  have  been  aerionsly  implicated,  lifc  ia 

tendency  to  death  by  coma  is  also  strongly  extinguished  in  the  way  of  anffocatioa  or 

pronounced  in  sundi^  affections  of  the  brain,  apnoea ;  and  occaaionally  fever  aeema  to  ter- 

both  acute  and  chronic.    These  will  form  minate  fatally  in  the  way  of  syncope,  cape* 

subjects  for  our  consideration  hereafter.  cially  when  the  atress  of  the  disordier  haa 

ftdlen  upon  the  bowels,  when  there  haa  been 

Hie  seversl  modes  of  dying,  then,  in*  cases  continued  diarrhoea,  and  ulceration  of  the 

of  sudden  death,  are  dnrly  enough  made  intestinal  glands.  Or  if  deatii  does  notoeenr 

out.    Let  me  briefly  sum  up  the  conclusions  precisely  in  these  waya,  at  least  it  resembka 

at  which  we  have  sirrived.    Life  cannot  be  more  in  different  cases,  sometimea  one  form 

maintained  without  the  circulation  of  arterial  of  dying,  sometimes  another, 
blood :  and  whenever  a  person  dies,  he  dies        It  is  notorioua  that  very  different  remediea, 

either  because  no  blood  dreuUtes  through  and  even  different  plana  of  treatment,  bare 

his  arteries,  or  because  venout  blood  drcu-  been  strongly  recommended,  in  fjever,   by 

latea  through  them.  different  practitioners.  One  probable  reaaon 

When  it  comes  to  paas  that  no  blood  is  of  this  is  that  one  plan  has  been  found  tbe 

circulated  through  the  arteries,  we  say  that  moat  proper  to  avert  the  &tal  event  in  one 

death  occurs  in  the  way  of  syncope;  and  this  form  of  the  disease,  and  one  in  another, 

is  of  two  kinds.     In  the  one  there  is  not  The  tendency  to  a  particular  mode  of  death 

blood  enough  recdved  by  the  left  side  of  will  prevail  in,  and  characterise,  a  wlxde 

the  heart  to  stimulate  its  chamben  to  con-  epidemic.    We  ahall  resume  these  cosni- 

tract,  or  to  be  sent  onwards  by  thdr  con-  derations  hereafter :  in  the  meantime  the 

traction ;  in  the  other,  there  may  be  blood  &cts  we  have  been  reviewing  may  teach  vm 

enough,  but  the  heart  has  not  sufficient  the  danger  of /ipplying,  with  too  much  ooa- 

power  to  contract  upon  it.  fidenoe,  the  experience  we  may  have  gained 

Also  there  are  two  ways  in  which  death  of  one  epidemic  to  the  treatment  of  anoUier  ; 

may  be  brought  about  in  consequence  of  the  and  the  risk  we  are  sometimea  liable  to,  of 

circulation    of   venous  blood  through  the  misjudging,   and    critidaing   unjustly,   the 

arteries.     In  one  of  these,  the  first  step  is  practice  recommended  by  other  physiciaiia, 

the  sudden  shutting  out  of  air  from  the  because  it  does  not  appear  to  accord  with 

lungs ;    the  blood  which  arrives  in  those  the  results  of  our  own  observation, 
organs  is  not  aerated,  or  rendered  arterial. 


but  drcttlates  again  as  venous  blood,  pro-  EXPERIMENTS 

dudng  a  failure  of  the  animal  functions,  and  ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS 

weakening  the  muscles,  till  it  finally  stag-  Qp  THE  HEART. 

nates  in  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs  them-  .    ^_    _ 

•dTC    Id  tbe  Other,  the  uunulfoDdion.  "  ™"  ""™*"'  *""'"'"!"fo,2 V"" 

the  power  which  goTema   the  actum*  of  amp  ipj»-4u. 

former  case.  [Continued  from  psge  108.] 

I  trust  you  even  already  perodve  that  a  One.  IV.— 27th.    Suiyeet — ^A  atout 

ri^t  understanding  of  theae  matteniaoal.  three  to  four  weeka  old.    Heart  aded 
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Tigonniflly  until  weakened  by  luemorriiage,  witlMWt  any  Jerldng  motion,  and  coincident 

and  continued  to  beat  with    considerable  exactly  wiUi  the  anricnlar  Byatole,  and  in 

energy  for  two  hours,  when  it  was  extracted  number  double,  or  rather  more,  the  sound 

still  contracting.     Phenomena — Effects  of  of  the  irentricular  systole.    This  sound  was 

▼arioua  forms  of  pressure    on  tiie  heart,  found  to  attend  the  systole  of  the  right 

Rhythm  of   cardiac    and    arterial    pulses,  auricle,  as  well  as  that  of  the  left,  at  a  time 

Ventricular  systole.  Auricular  ditto.    Sound  when  the  action  of  the  latter  was  too  feeble 

of  auricular   systole.      Pulsation  of  caya.  to  give  sound. 

Auricular  diastole.      Spontaneous  or  inci-  Section   6.  —  The  large  pectoral  reins, 

dental  Tariations  in  cardiac  sounds.     Pro-  especially  the  cava,  were  observed  to  pulsate 

trusion  of  septum  into  right  ventricle  in .  with  the  auricular  systole  something  as  the 

systole.  arteries  do  with  the  Tentricular,  but  com- 

Section   1 .  —  A  stethoscope  loaded  with  paratiyely  very  feebly  :  first  came  die  diastole 

2  lbs.  weight  of  shot  in  a  bag  was  placed  on  of  the  Tein,  and  then  the  systole,  and  then 

the  heart  before  opening  the  pericardium  the  pause ;   and  the  former  followed  imme- 

(as  in  experiment  3  of  last  obsenration),  and  diately  on  the  auricular  systole  ;    and  the 

was  raised  at  each  systole  with  a  sudden  latter  on  the  diastole  of  the  auricles,  both  in 

heare  or  jerk,  and  with  much  force,  and  the  inferior  and  superior  cava :    no   other 

subsided  immediately  on  the  supervention  of  motion  was  noted  in  the  Teins. 

diastole,  causing  a  deep  depression  in  the  Section  7. — ^The  diastole  of  the  auricles 

previously  convex  surface  of  the  Tentride.  was  a  gradual  swelling  and  enlargement  of 

This  experiment  was  repeated  towards  the  the  visible  parts  of  the  cavity  in  all  directions, 

close  of  the  observation,  and  after  the  heart  requiring  fbr  its  completion  as  much  time  as 

had  been  exposed  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  several  systoles  would  do,  and  followed  on 

and  with  like  results  in  all  respects.  the  instant  of  the  full  distension  of  the  ap- 

Section  2.— The  pulse  of  the  femoral  artery  pendices  by  systole  of  the  whole  heart — ^firat 

being  compared  with  that  of  the  heart  was  in  the  auricles,  and  then  instantly  in  tlie 

found  to  follow  the  latter  by  a  distinctly  ventricles:   during  its  diastole  the  auricle 

perceptible  interval,  but  by  one  very  minute,  seemed  to  the  eye  to  emerge,  as  it  were,  firom 

Sections. — ^To  the  eye  ^e  apex  and  fundus  the  sinus  venosus,  and  to  swell  out  from  a 

cordis  approximated  to  each  other  in  systole,  state  of  collapse,  such  as  suction  inwards 

and  receded  in  diastole.      The  motions  of  towaidstheventridemightcause,  if  any  such 

those  parts  coincided,  to  a  great  extent,  but  force  as  suction  existed  in  the  heart. 

not  entirely,  but  rather  as  part  of  a  series  of  Section  8. — In  this,  as  in  every  observation, 

concatenated    movements,    of    which    the  abnormal  murmurs  were  obsenred  at  various 

former  part  was  the  profound  undulation,  moments,  riz.,  immediately  on  the  injectioii 

hardening,  and  rounding  of  the  fundus,  and  of  the  woorara,  and  at  other  times,  but 

the  latter  part  the  hardening,  shortening,  and  especially  when  pressure  was  made,  whether 

alight  elevation  of  the  apex ;  between  those  intentionally  or  otherwise,  over  the  orifices, 

suooessive    appearances    no    very    distinct  extemalandintemal,  of  the  heart.    Towards 

intervals ;  they  passed  into  eadi  other  by  an  the  dose  of  the  observation  a  loud  mnsical 

undnlatory  sort  of  motion  commencing  at  sound  was  detected  in  the  pulmonary  artery, 

the    fundus,    and    passing   with    extreme  with  the  diastole.    At  various  times,  for 

rapidity  along  the  ventricles  to  the  apex.  short  spaces,  the  second  sound  of  the  heart 

Section  4. — ^Threads  were  passed  through  was  indistinct,  or  absent,  or    masked  by 

the  appendices  of  the  auricles,  and,  being  murmurs  without  obvious  cause  in   most 

held  tense,  so  as  to  impede  the  auricular  instances,  other  than  abnormal  modes  of 

systole,  were  fdt  to  be  drawn  downwards  action  from  irritation,    h«morrhage,    &c 

with  much  energy  immediately  before  the  and  exdnsive  of  known  structural  changes, 

systoleofthe  ventricles,  auricular  contraction  The   first  or  ventricular  sound  was  often 

being  completed  while  the  ventricles  were  modified  in  various  ways,  and  attended  by 

still  developing  their  systole.  murmurs,  but  never  was  wanting,  so  long  as 

Section  5. — ^Towards  the  dose  of  the  first  the  heart  acted  with  any  energy.    Towards 

hour  of  observation,  and  while  the  heart  in  thedose,  however,  when  the  ventricular  systole 

its  different  parts  acted  with  much  energy,  had  become  slow  and  gradual  firom  quick  and 

the  auricles  were  observed,  for  a  time,  to  abrupt,  the  first  sound  was  dther  very  feeble 

oontract  with  a  rhjrthm  above  double  that  of  or  not  distinguishable  at  all. 

the  ventridea  (owing  probably  to  the  irrita-  Section  9. — ^Ilie  pulmonary   artery  was 

tion  exdted  by  passing  the  needle  and  thread  cut  open,  after  which  the  first  sound  was  still 

through  the  appendices,  and  pulling  at  them  heard,  but  rather  obtuse.    A  finger  was  then 

afterwards) ;  and  a  sound,  to  us  new,  was  de-  passed    into    the  right  ventricle,  and  the 

tected,   resembling  very  much,    except  in  septum  was  fdt  to  project  convexly  into  the 

Tolume,  the    first    or    ventricular  systolic  carity,  and  in  each  systolic  eihrt  to  press 

sound,    and    aocompanyiug    the    auricular  against  the  finger, 

systole.    The  sound  was  shmt,  rapid,  obtuse.  Section  10.-^Post-mortem.    One  valve  <yf 
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the  pulmonary  Ofiftoe  waa  foadd  slightly  In-  wards  and  to  the  left,  or  away  from  tbe 

jured  by  a  pnnctore  made  in  the  course  of  aeptiun  or  central  axis  of  the  heart, 
experiments,  m  which  the  parietea  cordis        Obs.YI. — In  the  rabbit  the  hfartdidnot 

were  irritated  to  abnormal  action  by  means  beat  at  any  time  very  vigorously  or  nepilariy, 

of  a  needle.     Wherever  the  needle  penetrated  and  ceased  altogether  alter  20  to  25  minutes, 

into  a  cavity  of  the  heart,  there  a  clot  waa  although  respiration  was  maintained  by  the 

to  be  found,  or,  at  least,  a  coloured  plug  bellows  with  ease, 
of  lymph  in  the  internal  opening.  The  rhythm, — Section  1.*— The  fint  mo- 

Section  11. — Post-mortem.    The  ventri-  tion  after  the  pause  or  ventricular  diastole 

clea  were  found  to  be  of  the  same  dimensions  was  observed  in  the  base  of  the  aurideB,  and 
on  careful  examination.                                  .  on  the  right  side  in  the  expansion  of  the 

Obs.  V.  and  VI. — July  1st,  1840.     In  jugular  and  subclavian  veins,  which  in  the 

two  observations,  one  on  a  frog  and  a  second  rabbit,  as  Steno  has  obterved,  aeons  to 

on  a  rabbit,  the  following  results  were  ob-  replace    the    superior    cava :    this    vcaad 

tained : —  whose  dimensions  were  very  large    com- 

iZA^Am.— The  first  contraction  after  the  pared  with  the  heart,  and  which  wound 

pause  or  ventricular  diastole  was  observed  round  the  root  of  the  heart  in  its  way  to  the 

in  the  vena  cava,  to  which  immediately  sue-  auricle  from  above  downwards,  and  from  left 

ceeded  contraction  of  the  sinus,  and  after^  to  right,  o6ntinued  to  pulsate  for  aoine  time 

wards,  immediately,  of  the  appendix  of  the  after  the  ventricles  had  ceaaed,  and  even 

auricles,  to  which  latter  immediately  sue*  after  the  adjoining  auricle  had  been  for  aofloe 

ceeded  the  ventricular  systole ;  and  the  diaa-  minutes  inert. 

tole  or  relaxation  of  each  part  succeeded  in        Obs.  YII.— July  2d.     A  make  of  good 

like  order,  that  of  the  vein  first,  then  of  the  size  poisoned  with  prusslo  add,  so  as  to  be 

•auricle,  (of  which  the  appendix  seemed  later  insensible.     Heart  beating  very  slowly  and 

in  its  diastole  than  the  sinus  or  body),  then  ratiier  irregularly  at  first,  peshapa  15  to  20 

of   the  ventrides.      Those  motions  were  beats  per  minute  only, 
slower  much  than  in  the  human  snlqect.        Rhythm  ofmoiitnu.-^-^Afttt  a  long  pause 

somewhere  about  50  heals  per  minute.    The  first  motion  observed  in  ainus  of  anriclev  and 

series  of  systoles  above  mentioned  succeeded  then  in  appendix,  being  theanricnlar  sy^le. 

each  other  so,  that  at  a  little  distance  tiiey  immediatdy    alter    which  the  ventriflolar 

appesred    collectivety  fike    an  undidatibn  systole,  but  with  no  complete  intenral  be- 

commenctng  at  tiie  cava,  rather  than  a  aeries  tween  end  of  one  and  beginning  of  other 

of  independent  actions.  systole.    After  the  systoles  respectivdy  oanae 

Syttote  qf  ven/ricfe.— In  diastole  tlie  the  diastoles  in  like  order,  and  then  a  long 

ventricle  was  round,  full,  protuberant,  and  pause,  equal  sometimeB'  to  three  orfisur, 

dark  in  colour,  but  on  the  supervention  or  more  beats. 

of  systole  changed  rapidly  in  shape  and        At  each  auricular  systole  a  sweUing  ob- 

.  colour,  from  purple  becoming  pale  flesh-  served  in  the  cava  and  pulmonary  vans, 

colour,    like    veal,   and  from    round  and  extending  some  way  down  from  the  heart, 

broad   becoming    apparently    narrow   and  ITkis  appearance  resembled  a  wave  of  reflux 

more  conical  and  depressed,  being  obviously  exdted  by  the  action  of  the  auride.     It  was 

kssenedinall  dimensions,  but  most  strikingly  not  observed  in  any  part  beyond  a  point  of 

in  the  tranverse.  the  vessels  on  which  pressure  was  made.    In 

Hie  action  of  the  heart  lasted  for  an  hour  the  systole  the  ventride  shrank  concentrically, 

or  more  with  great  regularity.    Theauiides  bdng  shorter  and  narrower,  but  also  rounder 

acted  for  some  time  longer  than  the  ventricle,  and  more  oval,  than  in  diastole;  the  ven* 

especially  the  right  auride.     Nearly  but  not  tride,    which    might  be  called  bioomute, 

quite  at  the  same  instant  of  time  with  the  bdng  obtusely  pointed  at  dther  extremity, 

vein,  the  base  and  then  the  apex   of  the  had  dther  horn  or  extremity  raised  slightly 

auricle  were  seen  to  oontrsot,  after  which  in.  systole,  and  depressed  again  aaif  by  gra- 

(bttt  not  so  quickly  aa  might  have  been  vitation  in  diastole.    The  cavities  ayatoll^d 

expected  from  other    obserrations,  owing  and  diastdized  still  after  the  observation  was 

probably  to  delay  in  the  establishment  of  completed,  or  for  more  than  an  hoar,  and 

artifieid  breathing),  the  ventridea  entered  more  regularly  tiian  at  first, 
into  their  systole,  and  the  diaatole followed  in        July  3d. — The  ventricle  ceaaed  beating 

like  order :  first  the  venous  expansion,  next  after  about  20  hours.    Hie  rhythm  of  the 

the  base  and  appendix  of  the  aurides,  and  motiona  of  the  heart  as  befiire.     But  the 

last  of  all  the  ventride.  reflux  wave  or  diastob  of  the  veins  now  less 

Section  2. — Towards  the  dose  of  the  ob*  distinct,  owing  probably  to  the  emptinesi  of 

aervation    the    aurides  acted  much  more  the  heart.    A^d  in  lieu  of  the  regurgitation 

(^uently  than  the  ventricles,  and  especially  wave  marked  by  a  diastole,  fdtowed  by  a 

the  right  auricle.     In  the  ventricular  systole  systole,  and  then  a  pause  in  the  veins,  there 

the  a))cz  was  thought  to  move  slightly  out-  was  observed  an  opposite  order  of  the  mo- 
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tiona,  Yi2.  1.  YenouA  tyntoloi    2.  Venmu  fatrarted  anritflest  mme  resistfliioe,  as  of  a 

diastole ;  3»  Then  panae.    Several  tfanes  the  hard  edge,  was  repeatedly  felt  by  the  finger, 

motion  of  theveina  was  observed  alone,  and  and  the  pencil  was  pushed  outwards  with 

not  preceded  by  anricnlar  contraction    or  some  force :  but  the  edge  felt  was  suspected 

accompanied  by  it,  as  towards  the  dose  of  to  be  the  edge  of  the  mterior  orifice,  and  not 

other  observations  auricular  contraction  had  a  valye.     On  the  innfr  side,  or  that  next  the 

often  failed  to  excite,  or  be  followed  by  yen*  septum,  the  resistance  in  systole  was  more 

tricular  systole.  energetic  than  on  the  out£r. 

Ob8.  VIIL  — July  4th.       Subfect-^A.  Section  6.--The  thread  that  had  been 

donkey  nine  months  old,  in  good  health ;  passed  through    the  appendix  was  drawn 

pulse  being  strong  in  the  prvoordia,  about  70  upwards  to  check  the  systole  during  auscul- 

or  80 ;  operation  of  injection  tedions,  with  tation  of  the  auricle,  but  the  operation  was 

considerable  hsemorrhage;  whole  operation  difficultly  performed,  and,  at  all  events,  no 

lasted  half  an    hour,  and  heart  acted  for  perceptible  difference  resulted.     Tlie  first 

oonsiderably  more  than  an  hour.     When  cardiac  sound  appeared  unchanged, 

opened  the  heart  was  beating  quickly  (above  Section  7. — ^A  slight  motion  of  the  cava 

100)  but  regularly;  second  sound  indistinct,  was  observed  accompanying  the  auricular 

Pkenomena — ^Effects  of  pressure  on  the  heart,  systole ,  viz.  a  diastole  followed  by  a  systole ; 

Action  of  threaded  auricles.    No  Tentricular  both  slight. 

Bound,  and  why.    Manner  of  auricular  dias-  Section  8. — In  systole  the  anride  became 

tole.     Resistance  to  pencil  in  mitral  orifices,  rounder,  harder,  tenser,  and  shorter.    Both 

and  how  caused.     Pulsation  of  cava.     Phe-  fundus  and  apex,  but  especially  the  latter, 

nomcna  of  ventricular  systole.  Mechanism  of  were  elevated,  and  the  apex  seemed  to  turn 

cardiac  impulse.     Valvular  jerk  over  the  slightly  fh>m  left  to  right, 

mitnd  opening  in  systole,  and  modifications  of  Section  9. — ^Aa  eccentric  impulse  or  ab- 

first  sound  artifioially  produced  luemorrhage  rapt  push  outwards  was  perceived  on  what- 

from  left  auricle.    Relative  siaes  of  Tentrides.  ever  side  we  touched,  while  the  heart  acted 

Section  1. — ^The  stethoscope,  loaded  with  with  any  energy ;  and  this  push  or  impulse 

Ibar  to  five  pounds  of  shot,  &c.,  and  placed  was  most  striking,  though  least  powerful, 

on  the  ventricles  as  before,  was  jerked  up  by  just  at  the  apex ;  on  account,  as  it  seemed, 

eacb  systole,  and  subsided  and  deeply  in-  of  its  pointed  form, 

dented  the  paiietes  in  each  diastole.  Section  10.-— An  undulatory  sort  of  mo- 

Section  2. — ^The  callipers  were  applied  as  tion  was  perceived  in  systole,  from  fundus 

before,  but  with  a  tenaoil  much  exceeding  to  apex  along  the  parietes.    In  addition  to 

that  fbrmerly  used,  and  with  a  similar  but  the  general  eccentric    impulse,  there  was 

not  equal  result ;  the  heart  being  oonsiden-  observed  over  the  orifices,  arterial  and  auri- 

bly  less  vigorous,  as  well  as  the  spring  much  oulsr,  a  jerking  motion  not  observed  ds^ 

atiffer.    ^Hie  action  became  mudi  hurried  where;  and  tlds  jerking  was  indistinct  or 

under  the  pressure  of  the  instrument,  but  null  over  the  interior  cnr^oe  in  a  subsequent 

tlK  l^gs  were  poshed  asunder  with  some  force  experiment,  in  which  the  mitral  Tslves  were 

in  systole,  and  a  deep  indentation  was  caused  prevented  firom  closing  by  a  slender  instru- 

by  them  in  the  parietes  in  diastole,  which  ment  something  like  sdssars,  the  parts  of 

did  not  wholly  disqipear  sometimes  in  sys-  which  beyond  the  joint  were    introduced 

tok.  through  the  auricle  without    inverting    it 

Section  3. — The  tip  of  the  appendix  of  the  into  the  aori-Tentrieular  opening,  snH  while 
left  auride  was  tiireaded  as  before,  and  the  the  blades  were  kept  separate  the  first  sound, 
anricle  and  ventricle  aeted  nearly  but  not  as  heard  on  the  ventrides,  was  found  to 
exactly  in  alternation,  and  the  thread  was  folt  begin  dull  and  obtuse,  and  an  obtuse  begin- 
to  be  fordbly  drawn  downwards  at  the  ning,  and  a  vreU  defined  beginning,  were 
moment  of  auricular  dimpling  and  systole.  heard  dtematdy,  according  as  the  blades 

Section  4. — No  auricular  sound  could  be  were  separated  or  brought  together,  and  as 

'  distinguished,  apparently  owing  leas  to  want  consequently  the  Talyes  were  obstructed  or 

of  energy  in  the  auricle  than  to  the  rapid  left  free. 

beat  of  the  heart,  and  sudden  supervention  Section  11. — ^The  tip  of  the  left  auricle 
of  the  ventricular  systole  before  the  com-  was  snip^  off,  and  haemorrhage  vras  excited, 
pletion  of  the  auricular.  The  left  appendix  which  was  constant,  but  with  slight  jets  at 
was  repeatedly  inverted  with  a  pendl  and  the  systoles  of  the  aurides. 
with  the  finger,  and  on  the  instant  of  being  Ons.  IX.  and  X.  —  7th.  Operated  on 
let  free  recovered  its  shape  and  position,  two  rabbits;  one  a  large  vigorous  do- 
appearing  to  emerge  with  rapidity  out  of  the  mestic  one,  and  the  other  a  smaller  wild  one. 
auri-TentricuLu*  orifice  and  sinus,  apparently  Botii  stunned  by  a  blow  on  tiie  heed.  The 
owing  to  a  continuous  and  copious  influx  of  larger  one  was  violent  convulsed  before 
venous  blood  into  the  appendix,  especially  death,  and  when  the  cheat  was  opened  the 
during  the  systole  of  the  ventricles.  heart  was  not  beating,  and  the  only  result 

Section  5. — In  experiments  on  the  mitral  obtained  waa : — 

valves,  repetitions  of  former  trials,  and  with  Section  1. — Distinct  beatings  in  the  large 
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yeiii  on  the  left  side,  which  winds  round  the  opened.     Heart  acted  quickly  and  not  toy 

base  of  the  heart  to  empty  itself  in  the  right  reg^ilarly.    No  distinct  second  sonnd.     No 

auricle.   The  actions  observed  were  a  systole  auricular  sound. 

followed  by  a  diastole,  and  then  a  short         Section  1. — ^Before  opening  pericanliQm» 

pause.    There  was  n<^auricular  systole ;  the  a  hard  flat  body,  having  a  piece  of  lead 

venous  beating  continued  for  many  minutes,  weighing  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  fixed 

Section  2. — The  second  heart  acted  for  on  it,  was  placed  on  the  heart,  and  a  stetfao- 

some  minutes  with  some  energy,  especially  scope  was  held  ata  short  distance  over  it^t.<». 

the  right  cavities.    The  left  cavities  were  at  a  quarter  or  third  of  an  inch;  and  at  each 

drained  by  hiemorrhage,  owing  to  an  acci-  systole  of  the  heart  the  lead  rose  up  abruptly 

dental  wound  in  the  superior  great  vein  in  and  struck  the  stethoscope  with  a  tick  an* 

opening  the  thorax.     For  some  minutes  the  dible  at  some  yards  distance,  and  receded 

rhythm  of  the  action  of  the  cavities  went  on  with  diastole  to  sometiines  nearly  half  an 

normally :  first,  the  very  rapid  and  abrupt  inch,  and  again  rote  up  and  impinged  in 

auricular  systole,  and  then  immediately  the  systole,  and  so  on. 

ventricular  systole,  more  gradual  and  of  Section  2. — Hie  pericardium  was  then 
longer  duration,  and  then  the  pause.  opened,  and  the  auricles  and  ventricles  ob- 
lation 3. — ^When  the  left  ventricle  acted,  served.  No  auricular  sound  could  be  de- 
the  apex  cordis  seemed  slightly  deflected  to  tected.  The  auricles  acted  immediately  before 
the  left  in  systole,  dragging  the  apex  of  the  the  ventricles,  and  after  the  pause  or  rest, 
right  after  it ;  and  when  &e  right  ventricle  and  very  abruptly  and  rapidly,  though  the 
acted  alone,  no  deflection  to  the  left  was  heart  acted  rapidly,  probably  considerably 
observed.  above  100  per  minute. 

Section  4.— >For  a  conriderable  time  after        Section  3. — ^The  auricles  were  observed 

the  cessation  of  the  left  side,  the  right  cavi-  to  dimple  and  contract  all  round,  from  pe- 

ties  acted  regularly ;    but  after  five  to  ten  riphery  to  centre,  as  in  former  observations, 
minutes,  the  ventricle  especially  began  to         Section  4. — ^The  changes  in  the  ventricles 

flag,  and  the  auricle  then  acted  frequently  were  particularly  plain  and  striking.     The 

without  any  following  ventricular  systole,  apex  obviously  moved  slightly  upwards  and 

But  on  one  occasion,  without  obvious  cause,  to  the  left,  and  was  drawn  towaids  the  baae 

the  auricle  became  sluggish,  and  even  for  a  in  systole ;  while  the  horixontal  Itransverse 

few  moments  motionless,  while  the  ventricle  diameter  of  the  heart,  as  the  anunal  lay  on 

actedby  itself  more  than  once.  its    right    side,  was  diminished;  and    the 

Section  5. — In  the  systole  the  apex  ap-  transverse  vertical  diameter,  and  that  alone, 

proached  the  base,  and  the  opposite  sides  was  increased,  owing  to  the  heart  becomin|^, 

approached  the    septum    cordis,    and    the  from  flattish  inferiorly  and  superiorly,  con- 

whole  organ    became   rounder    and    more  vex,  and  from  in  the  centre  compressed  or 


globular.    In  one  direction,  viz.  the  vertical,  depressed,  strictly  globular  or  protruding, 

the  heart  always,   when    acting  with  any  that  the  central  longitudinal  axis  was  elevated 

energy,  became  larger,  while  every  other  during  systole,    and  lowered  in    diastole; 

diameter  was  diminished.  while  in  diastole  the  apex  rather  approadied 

Section  6. — ^After  cutting  out  the  heart,  tiie  sternum,  from  which  it  had  receded  in 
and  before  cutting  out,  but  after  cessation  of  systole,  owing  to  shortening  of  the  organ, 
spontaneous  motion,  sjrstple  was  easily  ex-  Section  5. — ^The  veins  were  observed ;  and 
cited  by  irritating  with  scissars,  &c ;  and  except  perhaps  a  sKght  undulation  down- 
after  the  left  had  nearly  wholly  ceased  to  wards  during  auricular  systole,  evinced  by  n 
answer  stimuli,  still  the  right  ventricle  con-  diastole  followed  by  a  systole,  botil  very 
tracted  on  the  point  of  a  scalpel  being  slight,  nothing  decided  was  observed.  As 
Implied  to  the  left  ventricle.  in  all  former  observations,  the  ventridea  and 

Obs.  XI.  and  XII. — 11th.    Phenomena,  auricles  respectively  acted  together. 

— Stroke  and  sound  obtained  as  if  from  [TobecoBtianed.] 

locomotive  force  in  systole  of  ventricles.     — . — ^__ 

Rhythm  of  the  heart's  motions.     Manner  of  CASKS  AND  OBSERVATIONS 

auricular  action.     Same  of  the  ventricular  ...„-««»_,««  ^-«..« 

^                 •»*      u       •            *  aV             j«  ILLUSTBATIVB  OF  THB 

venous  motions.     Mechanism  of  toe  cardiac  

throb  or  impulse.    Mode  of  hajmorrhag©  MERCURIAL  TREATMENT  OF  SOME 

from  a  wounded  auricle.  FORMS  OF  INCIPIENT  PHTHISIS 

11th. — Subfeete. — ^Two  donkeys  operated  PULMONALIS. 
on.     One  about  six  weeks  old,  the  other 

two  and  a  half  months.    Both  rather  weak  By  William  Munk,  M.D., 

from  fitting  twenty-four  hours,  owing  to  Physician  to  the  Tower  Hamteti  Dispensary, 

being  too  young  to  eat  or  drink  properly.  [Continoed  from  p.  118.] 

Eadi  heart  eeaMd  to  beat  after  above  hidf  

an  hour.    First  animal  had  his  forehead  The    close    connection    existing     be> 

beaten  in  so  as  to  stun  him,  and  chest  thai  tween  irritation  or  inflammation  m  one 
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or  other  of  the  tissues  of  the  lung,  and  have  a  most  important  bearing  upon 

tubercle  as  cause  and  effect,  has  been  i>ractice,  and  because  each  dajr's  expe- 

particularly  dwelt  upon  by  Andral*,  rience  leads  me  to  the  opinion  that 

who  entunerates  the  following  as  the  cases  like  to  these  are  far  more  nume- 

principal   morbid    alterations    accom-  rous  than  is  now  generally  admitted, 

panyingthedevelc^ment  of  tubercle : —  The  existence,  in  one  class  of  cases,  of 

nrst,  hy^rcemia  of  the  bronchia  of  a  inflammation  within  the  lun^,  to  be 

certain  size  ;  second,  hypercemia  of  the  succeeded  by  the  deposition  of  tubercle 

air  ceUs  and  ultimate  ramifications  of  as  cause  and  effect,  is  widely  different 

the  bronchia   without  obliteration  of  from  those  in  which  an  inverse  relation 

their  cavities ;  third,  hvpenemia  of  the  obtains-— where   tubercular  matter  is 

same  parts  with  consioerable  thicken-  first   laid   down,    and    inflammation 

ing  of  their  parietes,  and  obliteration  follows  either  as  consequence  or  coin- 

of  their  cavities ;  fourth,  an  efiiision  of  cidence.       The    causes    determining 

blood  into  the  tissue  of  the  lung ;  the  tuberctdous  ^sease  towards  the  lung 

blood  thu^  efiused  coagulates,  becomes  are,  in  these  instances,  widely  different ; 

a  living  part,  and  secretes  tubercle  f*  in  one  it  is  well  known,  and  within  the 

In  reference  to  these  jiathological  con-  reach  of  medicine ;   in  the  other  it  is 

ditions  he  states  that,  in  certain  cases,  unknown,  and  the  means  at  our  com- 

and  those  not  the  least  numerous,  the  mand  are    comparatively  inoperative. 

wiorbid  aUeratumt  qf  the  kmg  were  eoi-  One  class  of  cases  are  curable,  though, 

dently  prior  to  the  formation  tf  the  tuber-'  from  circumstances,  not  always  cured ; 

c/ef,  and  contributed  to  nroduee  them,  the  other  are   incurable,    as    regards 

In  the  Clinique  M^dicale  there  is  a  medicine,  though  nature's  efforts  are,  in 

passage  explanatory,  in  some  respects, .  a  few  rare  instances,  more  successful. 

of  that  just  quoted.    In  it  the  author  As  inflammatory  action  is  in  these 

alludes  to  the  influence  of  bronchial  cases  the  distinguishing  characteristic, 

inflammation  as  g[iving  rise  to  tubercle ;  and  throughout  performs  so  important 

but  the  explanation  will,  matoHs  mti-  a  part,  it  is  but  natural  that,  to  its  con- 

tandiSj  &ppiy  ^i^^  equal  force  to  the  siaeration,  much  attention  should  be 

same  pattioloeical  condition  elsewhere  eiven,  and  that  its  removal  should  be 

Ritoated.    ^*  What  ought  never  to  be  held  as  a  canon  of  the  first  importance 

lost  sight  of,"  says  he,  "  is  this — ^that,  in  our  treatment.    Blood-lettiuj^,  either 

inorderthatinflammation  of  the  mucous  general    or    local,    counter-irritants, 

membranes  of  the  air-passages  shall  be  emetics,  digitalis,  &c.,  the  means  which 

followed  by  the  production  of  pulmo-  experience  testifies  to  have  been  the 

nary  tubercles,  it  is  necessary  to  admit  most   eflicient    in    the    treatment    of 

a  predisposition.    This  being  admitted,  phthisis,  act  principally  by  the  removal 

we  can  easily  conceive  how,  in  one  in-  or  diminution  of  inflammation,  deter- 

dividual,  very  slight  bronchitis  is  sufii-  mination  of  blood,  conation,  and  the 

cient  to  produce  tubercles,  whilst  others  disordered  movements  in  the  system  to 

do  not  become  phthisical  from  the  most  which  Uieir  existence  gives  rise.    These 

severe  and  long-continued  pulmonary  measures  are,  however,  rarely  sufficient 

catarrh."    Sir  James  Clark  also  ex-  for  the  perfect  cure  of  the  pathological 

presses  his  belief  that  inflammation  in  conditions  above  mentioneo,  more  par- 

a  tuberculous  constitution  may  give  rise  ticularly  of  the  variety  termed  scrofu- 

to  the  deposition  of  tuberculous  matter  lous,   or   the    modification    impressed 

in  place  of  coa^lable  lymph,  which,  upon  inflammation  by  its  occurrence  in 

in  nealthy  subjects,  is  its  natural  pro-  a  scrofulous  constitution.     Highly  im- 

duct,  and  thus  inflammation  may  be  portant  as  auxiliaries,  they  must  in  no 

€me  of  the  immediate  causes  of  tuber-  case  be  neglected,  but  as  controllers  of 

culous  disease  I .  the  disordered  action  of  the  capillaries, 

I  have  quoted  these  authorities  at  which  constitutes  inflammation,  they 

length,  because  I  conceive  that  the  re-  are,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  in- 

cognition  and  just  appreciation  of  the  operative.     A  medicine  was  wanting 

facts  and  opinions  therem  contained  will  more  potent  in  its  effects,  one  whose 

- . action  was  evidenced  not  so  much  upon 

•  Pfttbok»ic«l  ABttomy,  trmMtoted  by  Dn.  the  central  organs  of  the  circulation  as 

Ttownaend  tad  West,  vol.  a,  p.  ftsa.  are    blood-lettmg   and  digitalis,    but 

.h:b^t2lrM°'A2£ffSS^iS«eiia.'''  o"  the  periphery  of  the  system,  the 

%  Op.  dtat.  ^  48.  capUlanes. 


IM  DR.  MUNK  ON  THE  MERCURIAL  TREATMENT  OF 

cese ;  and  did  the  previous  history  and  between  three  weeks  and  three  monttu. 

feneral  symptoms  leave  me  in  much  I  have  known  the  lun^  so  far  solidified 

oubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  employing  within  the  former  period  as  to  put  the 

mercury  in  any  particular  case,  t)ie  use  of  mercury  quite  out  of  question, 

existence  of  a  very  moderate  amount  of  The  attack  supervened  in  this  instance 

dulness  would  induce  me  at  once  to  upon  measles.    In  the  course  of  three 

omit  its  use.     I  a^ree,  indeed,  with  Dr.  weeks  the  superior  portions  of  each 

Hughes,  in  thinking  **  that  appreciable  lung  gave  a  perfectly  dead  sound  upon 

dulness  on  percussion  is  very  far  from  percussion,  and  there  was  an  entire 

being  an  early  physical  sign  of  phthisis,  absence  of  respiratory  murmur  in  the 

and  mat  when  it  is  clearly  distinguisha-  same  parts.    The  patient,  ^t.  18,  died 

ble  below  one  or  both  clavicles,  or  in  the  within  nine  weeks  irom  the  commence- 

acromial  regions,  the  complaint  has  ge-  ment  of  his  illness,  and  upon  examina- 

nerally  advanced  too  far  to  be  effectively  tion  cavities  were  found  in  the  apex  of 

treated."     It  must,  notwithstanding,  be  each  lung ;  the  surrounding  parts  being 

borne  in  mind  that  dulness  on  percussion  completdy  solidified.    That  the  condi- 

may  even  in  cases  of  undoubted  phthisis  tion  above  described  may  continue  for 

arise  from  other  causes  than  the  depo-  eleven  weeks,  and  so  small  an  amount 

sition  of  tubercle,  and  may  either  spon-  of  tubercle  be  deposited  as  but  slightly 

taneously  or  from  the  effects  of  treat-  to  impair  the  sonorietv  of  the  lung,  is 

ment  be  considerably  diminished,  and  proved  by  the  case  of  Thomas  Smith 

even  altogether  removed  from  certain  (No.  VI.)  below  detailed.    My  expe- 

Sortions  of  the  lung.  The  cause  of  nence  has  not  been  sufficiently  exten- 
ulness  in  such  cases  is  either  inflam-  sive  to  enable  me  to  say  whether  or 
mation  or  congestion,  and  it  is  to  inter-  not  it  may  last  longer  without  givin£ 
current  attacks  of  this  nature,  and  their  rise  to  marked  dulness.  Two  cases  1 
subsequent  removal,  that  we  are  to  have  witnessed,  the  histories  of  which 
attribute  the  alteration  of  the  pheno-  were  so  perfect  as  to  leave  little  Or  no 
mena  above,  mentioned.  Many  writers  doubt  as  to  their  nature,  where  a  period 
are  of  opinion  that  the  dulness  occurring  little  exceeding  three  months  sufficed 
very  early  in  consumptive  cases  is  more  to  induce  weU-marked  didne^  and 
owing  to  congestion  or  inflammation  of  render  the  use  of  mercury  inadmissible, 
the  lunp  than  to  the  presence  of  tuber-  One  of  these  cases  came  under  my  ob- 
cle.  Tnat  such  is  the  correct  explana-  servation  fourteen^  the  other  fifteen 
Uon  of  the  cases  above  referred  to,  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the 
where  dulness  has  been  recovered  from,  illness.  That  the  usual  course  and 
seems  more  than  probable.  Ev^  one  tendency  of  scrofulous  bronchitis  or 
at  least  must  admit  that  such  an  ex-  pneumonia  are  not  represented  by  these 
planation  is  more  consonant  with  our  extremes  is  sufficiently  probable.  The 
knowledge  of  the  habitudes  of  tubercle,  rapidity  of  progress  observed  in  one 
and  the  effects  of  medicine,  than  that  instance,  ana  its  protracted  duration  in 
.which  would  attribute  it  to  the  absoip-  another,  must  be  looked  upon  as  ex- 
tion  of  tubercle  itself.  Admitting  the  ceptions  to  a  general  rule.  The  ave- 
occasional  absorption  of  tubercular  ragedurationof  this  primary  stage  will, 
matter  to  be  a  well-established  fact,  it  I  think,  be  found  m  a  period  about 
yet  remains  to  be  proved  that  such  a  intermediate  between  the  extremes 
process  is  favoured  by  the  action  of  above  mentioned.  Although  speaking 
mercury  upon  the  system.  Without,  doubtfuUv  on  this  point,  1  am  at  least 
.however,  denying  that  such  may  be  certain  tnat  the  rapidity  of  progress 
the  case,  and  allowing  that  analogy  is  within  a  given  period  increases  in  a 
in  favour  of  the  supposition,  it  must  be  direct  ratio  with  the  duration  of  the 
confessed  that  the  present  state  of  our  disease.  Thus,  for  instance,  if  we  corn- 
science  by  no  means  warrants  us  in  pare  two  patients,  one  of  whom  has 
receivinfi"  this  effect  of  mercury  as  more  been  suffering  five  weeks,  the  other 
than  probable.  eight,  and  whose  symptoms  at  the  time 
The  period,  however,  which  may  ofour  comparison  are  as  nearly  alike 
elapse  between  the  commencement  of  as  possible,  we  shall  find  that  after  a 
the  indisposition  and  the  deposit  of  such  given  time,  say  a  week  or  fortnight,  a 
a  quantity  of  tubercle  as  to  produce  dul-  much  greater  progress  has  been  made 
ness,  vanes  much  in  different  cases.  It  in  the  latter  than  the  former.  It  is 
may  be   stated^  perhaps,  as  ranging  thus  only  we  can  explain  a  drcum- 
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stance  constantly  noticed  by  Buch  pa-  of  the  phlo^stic  habit.    These,  it  must 

tients,  that  their   symptoms  were  at  be  coniessed,  are  rare  concomitants  of 

the  commencement  comparatively  sta-  the  6crofiilo>us  diathesis:  they  frequently 

f ionary,  or  at  most  made  but  slieht  occur,  however,  in  the  form  of  pyrexia, 

progress;  that  subsequently  they   oe-  as  symptomatic  of  local  inflammatory 

cfime  more  and  more  rapid  in  their  action  ;  but  whether  primary  or  secon- 

course,  and  latterly  each  day  has  suf-  dary  their  existence  predisposes  strongly 

ficed  to  induce  a  well-marked  increase  to  the  occurrence  of  mercurial  fever, 

in  every  symptom.    We  deduce  from  In  a  primary  or  idiopathic  state  we 

this  fact  an  important  practical  pre-  rely    cniefly    on    aperient    medicines, 

cept — ^to  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  sahne  diaphoretics,  quiet,  and  low  diet, 

patient  under  the  specific  influence  of  These  means  pursued  for  a  few  days 

mercury,  and  this  more  especially  when  are  usually  sufficient  to  reduce  all  in- 

the  case  has  been  at  ail  protracted,  flammatory  disposition,  and  to  pave  the 

The  delay  of  a  few  days  early  in  its  way  for  the  mercurial  course.      But 

course  may  be  without  ill  eflects,  and  when  originating  in  local  inflammation, 

will  probably,  in  many  instances,  be  other  measures,  as  blood-letting,  either 

advantageous,  hy  giving  time  for  the  local  or  general,  may  be  required  in 

employment  of  important  preparatory  addition.      This     feverish    condition, 

or   auxiliary  means ;   but  where  such  despite  all  preparation,  will  commonly 

symptoms  have  persisted  for  a  much  occur  in  a  greater  or  less  dcpee  imme- 

loneer  jx^riod,  any  considerable  delay  is  diately  preceding  the  establishment  of 

likely  to  be  followed  by  serious  conse-  mercurial  action  on  the  gums.     It  is 

quences ;  for  the  disease  may  thus  ad-  evidenced  by  the  usual  phenomena  of 

vance  to  such  a  degree  as  to  place  it  pyrexia,  and  by  an  aggravation  of  the 

out  of  reach  of  medic^  assistance.  local  symptoms,  for  the  cure  of  which 

Admitting  the  injurious  influence  of  mercury   nas    been    employed.      The 

mercury  u|)on  the  general  constitution,  •  application    of    a    small    number    of 

yet  having  determined  upon  its  em-  leeche8,andthe  administration  of  saline 

ployment  for  the  removal  of  local  dis-  diaphoretics,    will    suffice    to  control 

ease,  an  object  of  no  slight  importance  these  symptoms,  which,  however,  either 

is  to  administer  the  medicine  in  such  a  spontaneously  diminish  or  subside  on 

manner  as  to  obtain  to  the  utmost  the  tne  establishment  of  ptyalism.    As  the 

beneficial  effects  it  is  capable  of  pro-  more  frequent  consequence  of  mercury 

dicing  upon  the  lun^,  wl^lst  we  avoid,  we  notice  nervous  irritability,  which, 

as  far  as  possible,  tne  dunage  it  may  in  the  scrofulous  habit,  it  is  next  to 

do  to  the  constitution.    The  more  im-  impossible  wholly  to  avoid.    A  clear 

mediate  ofthe  injurious  consequences  of  state  of  the   intestinal  canal,    and  a 

mercury  are  fever,  great  nervous  irrita-  healthy  aspect  of  the  evacuations,  are 

bility  or  disorder  of   the  alimentary  the  conditions  best  calculated  to  ward 

canal,  whilst  the  more  remote,  thougn  off  such  a  state.    If  not  already  existing, 

not  less  important,  morbid  states  are,  they  should,  therefore,  be  obtained  by 

in  great  measure,  dependent  upon,  and  medicine  ere  the  use  of   mercury  is 

originate  in,  one  or  other  of  the  three  commenced.       Notwithstanding    this 

conditions  just  enumerated.'     To  ob-  preparatory  treatment  it  will  usually 

viate,  then,  or  diminish  these,  as  far  as  be  advisable  to  combine  either  sedatives 

Sracticable,  is  our  only  chance  for  ffood.  'or  narcotics  with    the  mercurial.     A 

Inch  may  be  done,  in  the  way  of  pre-  light   bitter   infusion  may,    in    some 

vention,  by  the  employment  of  prepara-  cases,    be  advantageously  substituted 

tory    treatment  —  a  point    too    much  for  or  combined  with    the    sedative, 

neglected  in  the  present  day,  but  to  This  practice  is  called  for  more  parti- 

wmch  the  attention  of  the  profession  cularly  where,  in'  addition    to    great 

has  recently  been  directed  in  a  forcible  debility,  there  is  a  clean  moist  tongue, 

manner  by  Dr.  CoUes.    Fever,  in  the  healthy  condition  of  the  excreta,  and 

proper  sense  of  the  word,  is  a  rare  copious     perspirations.        Sarsaparilla 

result  of   mercury  in  the    scrofulous  often  acts  kindly  as  a  soother  of  the 

diathesis.     It  does,  however,  sometimes  irritable  state  of  the  nervous  system, 

occur,  and  chiefly  in  those  individuals  producing  greater  trannuillity  during 

who  present  more  or  fewer  of  the  indi-  the  day,  and  more  comiortable  nights 

cations  of  plethora — who  have  a  firm  than  will  any  selection  or  combination 

unyielding  pulse,  and  other  indications  of  narcotics.     To  this  end  the  infusion 

G73.— XXVII.  M 
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cess  I  and  did  the  previous  history  and  between  three  weeks  and  three  months. 

eeneral  symptoms  leave  me  in  much  ,1  have  known  the  lun^  so  fieiT  solidified 

aoubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  employing  within  the  former  period  as  to  put  the 

mercury  in  any  particular  case,  t)ie  use  of  mercury  qmte  out  of  (question, 

existence  of  a  very  moderate  amount  of  The  attack  supervened  in  this  instance 

dulness  would  induce  me  at  once  to  upon  measles.     In  the  course  of  three 

omit  its  use.     I  a^ee,  indeed,  with  Dr.  weeks  the  superior  portions  of  each 

Hughes,  in  thinking  "  that  appreciable  lung  gave  a  perfectly  dead  sound  upon 

dulness  on  percussion  is  very  far  from  percussion,  and  there  was  an  entire 

.being  an  early  physical  sign  of  phthisis,  absence  of  respiratorjr  murmur  in  the 

and  mat  when  it  is  clearly  distinguisha-  same  parts.    Tne  patient,  st.  IB,  died 

ble  below  one  or  both  clavicles,  or  in  the  within  nine  weeks  irom  tiie  commence- 

acromial  regions,  the  complaint  has  ge-  ment  of  his  illness,  and  upon  examina- 

nerally  advanced  too  far  to  be  effectively  tion  cavities  were  found  in  the  apex  of 

treated."     It  must,  notwithstanding,  be  each  lune ;  the  surrounding  parts  being 

borne  in  mind  that  dulness  on  percussion  completdy  solidified.    That  the  condi- 

may  even  in  cases  of  undoubted  phthisis  tion  above  described  may  continue  for 

arise  from  other  causes  than  the  depo-  eleven  weeks,  and  so  small  an  amount 

sition  of  tubercle,  and  may  either  spon-  of  tubercle  be  deposited  as  but  slightlj 

taneously  or  from  the  effects  of  treat-  to  impair  the  sonorietv  of  the  lung^  is 

ment  be  considerably  diminished,  and  proved  by  the  case  oi  Thomas  Smith 

even  altogether  removed  from  certain  (No.  VI.)  below  detailed.    My  expe- 

Sortions  of  the  lung.  The  cause  of  nence  has  not  been  sufficiently  exten- 
ulness  in  such  cases  is  either  inflam-  sive  to  enable  me  to  sa^  whether  or 
mation  or  congestion,  and  it  is  to  inter-  not  it  may  last  longer  without  givine 
current  attacks  of  this  nature,  and  their  rise  to  marked  dulness.  Two  cases  I 
subsequent  removal,  that  we  are  to  have  witnessed,  the  histories  of  which 
attribute  the  alteration  of  the  pheno-  were  so  perfect  as  to  leave  little  or  no 
mena  above  mentioned.  Many  writers  doubt  as  to  their  nature,  where  a  period 
are  of  opinion  that  the  dulness  occurring  little  exceeding  three  months  sufficed 
very  early  in  consumptive  cases  is  more  to  induce  weu-marked  dulness,  and 
owing  to  congestion  or  inflammation  of  render  the  use  of  mercury  inadmissible. 
the  lun^  than  to  the  presence  of  tuber-  One  of  these  cases  came  under  my  ob- 
cle.  Tna^  such  is  the  correct  explanar  servation  fourteen,  the  other  fifteen 
tion  of  the  cases  above  referred  to,  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the 
where  dulness  has  been  recovered  from,  illness.  That  the  usual  course  and 
seems  more  than  probable.  £v^  one  tendency  of  scrofulous  bronchitis  or 
at  least  must  admit  that  such  an  ex-  pneumonia  are  not  represented  by  these 
planation  is  more  consonant  with  our  extremes  is  sufficiently  probable.  The 
knowledge  of  the  habitudes  of  tubercle,  rapidity  of  progress  ooserved  in  one 
and  the  effects  of  medicine,  than  that  instance,  and  its  protracted  duration  in 
which  would  attribute  it  to  the  absorp-  another,  must  be  looked  upon  as  ex- 
tion  of  tubercle  itself.  Admitting  tne  ceptions  to  a  general  rule.  The  ave- 
occasional  absorption  of  tubercular  ragedurationof  this  primary  stage  «illi 
matter  to  be  a  well-established  fact,  it  I  think,  be  found  m  a  period  about 
yet  remains  to  be  proved  that  such  a  intermediate  between  the  extremes 
process  is  favoured  by  the  action  of  above  mentioned.  Although  speaking 
mercury  upon  the  system.  Without,  doubtfully  on  this  point,  1  am  at  least 
.however,  denying  that  such  may  be  certain  that  the  rapidity  of  progress 
the  case,  and  allowing  that  analogy  is  within  a  given  period  increases  m  a 
in  favour  of  the  supposition,  it  must  be  direct  ratio  with  the  duration  of  the 
confessed  that  the  present  state  of  our  disease.  Thus,  for  instance,  if  we  corn- 
science  by  no  means  warrants  us  in  pare  two  patients,  one  of  whom  has 
receiving  this  effect  of  mercury  as  more  been  suffering  five  weeks,  the  other 
than  prooable.  eight,  and  whose  symptoms  at  the  time 
The  period,  however,  which  may  oiour  comparison  are  as  nearly  alike 
elapse  oetween  the  commencement  of  as  possible,  we  shall  find  that  after  a 
the  indisposition  and  the  dexx>6it  of  such  given  time,  say  a  week  or  fortnight,  a 
a  quantity  of  tubercle  as  to  produce  dul-  much  greater  progress  has  been  made 
ness,  vanes  much  in  different  cases.  It  in  the  latter  than  the  former.  It  is 
may  be   stated^  perhaps,  as  ranging  thus  only  we  can  cxplam  a  circuffl- 
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stance  constantly  noticed  by  such  pa-  of  the  phlogistic  habit.    These,  it  must 

ticnts,  that  their   symptoms  were  at  be  confessed,  are  rare  concomitants  of 

the  commencement  comparatively  sta-  the  scrofulous  diathesis:  they  frequently 

tionary,  or  at  most  made  but  slieht  occur,  however,  in  the  form  of  pyrexia, 

progress;  that  subsequently  they  be-  as  symptomatic  of  local  inflammatory 

came  more  and  more  rapid  in  their  action  ;  but  ivhcther  primary  or  secon- 

course,  and  latterly  each  day  has  suf-  dary  their  existence  predisposes  strongly 

ficed  to  induce  a  well-marked  increase  to  the  occurrence  of  mercurial  fever, 

in  every  symptom.     We  deduce  from  In  a  primary  or  idiopathic  state  w« 

this  fact  an  important  practical  pre-  rely    cniefly    on    aperient    medicines, 

cept — to  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  saline  diaphoretics,  quiet,  and  low  diet, 

patient  under  the  specific  influence  of  These  means  pursued  for  a  few  days 

mercury,  and  this  more  especially  when  are  usually  sufficient  to  reduce  all  in- 

the  case  has  been  at  all  protracted,  flammatory  disposition,  and  to  pave  the 

The  delay  of  a  few  days  early  in  its  way  for  the  mercurial  course.      But 

course  may  be  without  ill  effects,  and  when  originating  in  local  inflammation, 

will  probably,  in  many  instances,  be  other  measures,  as  blood-letting,  either 

advantageous,  by  giving  time  for  the  local  or  general,  may  be  required  in 

employment  of  important  preparatory  addition.      This     feverish    condition, 

or   auxiliaiv  means ;   but  where  sucn  despite  all  preparation,  will  commonly 

symptoms  have  persisted  for  a  much  occur  in  a  greater  or  less  de^ee  imme- 

longer  period,  any  considerable  delay  is  diately  preceding  the  establishment  of 

likely  to  be  followed  by  serious  conse-  mercurial  action  on  the  gums.     It  is 

quences ;  for  the  disease  may  thus  ad-  evidenced  by  the  usual  phenomena  of 

vance  to  such  a  degree  as  to  place  it  pyrexia,  and  by  an  aggravation  of  the 

out  of  reach  of  medic^  assistance.  local  symptoms,  for  the  cure  of  which 

Admitting  the  injurious  influence  of  mercury  lias    been    employed.      The 

mercury  upon  the  general  constitution, '  application    of    a    small    number    of 

yet  having  determined  upon  its  em-  leeches,  and  the  administration  of  saline 

ployment  for  the  removal  of  local  dis-  diaphoretics,    will    suffice    to  control 

ease,  an  object  of  no  slight  importance  these  symptoms,  which,  however,  either 

is  to  administer  the  medicine  in  such  a  spontaneously  diminish  or  subside  on 

manner  as  to  obtain  to  the  utmost  the  the  establishment  of  ptyalism.     As  the 

beneficial  effects  it  is  capable  of  pro-  more  frequent  consequence  of  mercury 

diyring  upon  the  lung,  whilst  we  avoid,  we  notice  nervous  irritability,  which, 

as  far  as  possible,  the  dunage  it  may  in  the  scrofulous  habit,  it  is  next  to 

do  to  the  constitution.    The  more  im-  impossible  wholly  to  avoid.     A  clear 

mediate  of  the  injurious  consequences  of  state  of  the   intestinal  canal,    and  a 

mercury  are  fever,  great  nervous  irrita-  healthy  aspect  of  the  evacuations,  are 

bility  or  disorder  of   the  alimentary  the  conditions  best  calculated  to  ward 

canal,  whilst  the  more  remote,  though  off'such  a  state.    If  not  already  existing, 

not  less  important,  morbid  states  are,  they  should,  therefore,  be  obtained  by 

in  great  measure,  dependent  upon,  and  medicine  ere  the  use  of   mercury  is 

originate  in,  one  or  other  of  tne  three  commenced.       Notwithstanding    this 

conditions  just  enumerated.'      To  ob-  preparatory  treatment  it  will  usually 

viate,  then,  or  diminish  these,  as  far  as  be  advisable  to  combine  either  sedatives 

Sracticable,  is  our  only  chance  for  good,  'or  narcotics  with    the  mercurial.     A 

Inch  may  be  done,  in  the  way  of  pre-  light   bitter   infusion  may,    in    some 

vention,  by  the  employment  of  prepara-  cases,    be  advantageously  substituted 

tory    treatment  —  a  point    too    much  for  or  combined  with    the    sedative, 

neglected  in  the  present  day,  but  to  This  practice  is  called  for  more  parti- 

which  the  attention  of  the  profession  cularly  where,  in'  addition    to    great 

has  recently  been  directed  in  a  forcible  debility,  there  is  a  clean  moist  tongue, 

manner  by  Dr.  CoUes.    Fever,  in  the  healthy  condition  of  the  excreta,  and 

proper  sense  of  the  word,  is  a  rare  copious     perspirations.        Sarsaparilla 

result  of   mercury  in  the    scrofulous  often  acts  kindly  as  a  soother  of  the 

diathesis.     It  does,  however,  sometimes  irritable  state  of  the  nervous  system, 

occur,  and  chiefly  in  those  individuals  producing  greater  tranouillity  during 

who  present  more  or  fewer  of  the  indi-  the  day,  and  more  comiortable  nights 

cations  of  plethora — who  have  a  firm  than  will  any  selection  or  combination 

unyielding  pulse,  and  other  indications  of  narcotics.     To  this  end  the  infusion 

673.— xxvii.  M 
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of  Dr.  OBeirne,  prepared  with  lime-  I  have  usually  combined  in  one  for- 
water,  seems  peculiarly  adapted.  Dis-  mula,  with  the  mercurial,  ipecacoaafaa 
ordered  condition  of  the  alimentary  anda sedative:  the  frequent irritativeaiid 
canal  is  a  frequent  accompaniment  and  distressing  cough  commonly  attending 
cause  of  the  nervous  irritation  above  this  disease  proving,  as  it  does,  a  am- 
mentioned.  It  may,  however,  occitr  stant  source  of  disquietude  through  the 
oer  se,  but  whether  alone  or  in  com-  day,  and  of  restless  nights,  with  the 
oination  its  removal  is  a  point  of  the  results  of  broken  rest,  are  indications 
first  importance  in  our  treatment  sufficiently  clear  (independent  of  those 
Where  tnere  is  reason  to  ap]^rehend  derived  from  the  general  habit)  for  the 
the  supervention  of  this  condition,  the  administration  of  sedatives.  Hyoscya- 
exhibition  of  mercury  should  be  pre-  mus  or  conium  are  those  which  I  prin- 
ceded  by  a  mild  yet  efficient  laxative,  cipally  employ ;  but  where  these  fail 
Rhubarb,  with  soda  and  a  few  drops  of  of  producing  the  desired  effect,  recourse 
tincture  of  hyoscyamus  in  an  aromatic  may  be  had  to  hydrocyanic  acid,  bells- 
water,  will  here  be  found  liighly  bene-  donna,  the  salts  of  moiphia,  &c.  Ipe- 
ficial.  Any  irritation  or  uneasiness  cacuanha  acts  beneficially  in  freeing 
remaining  after  the  free  evacuation  of  the  expectoration,  and,  I  am  inclined 
the  bowels  will  commonly  subside  in  a  to  think,  determines  the  action  of  mer- 
short  time  under  the  use  of  alkalies  cury  more  particularly  to  the  bronchial 
with  hyoscyamus  and  mucilage.  Mer-  mucous  membrane, 
cury,  in  its  mildest  form,  should  then  However  beneficially  these  measures 
be  entered  on,  and  its  action  may  be  may  operate,  it  must  not  be  for^^tten 
guarded  by  combination  with  an  alkali,  that  the  employment  of  mercury  is  hat 
as  chalk,  or  with  this  and  Dover's  preparatory  to  other  and  more  strictly 
powder.  curative  treatment.  After  the  removal 
During  the  mercurial  course  attention  or  suspension  of  local  disease  b^  mer- 
to  diet  and  regimen  must  be  rigidly  cury,  an  equally  or  even  more  difficult 
enforced.  The  patient  should  be  placed  task  remains  of  correcting  the  cachec* 
on  the  farinacea,  or  milk ;  animal  food,  tic  condition  upon  which  has  mainly 
fruits,  vegetables,  fermented,  vinous,  depended  the  local  lesion.  The  patient, 
and  spirituous  liquors,  being  ^together  no  less  than  the  practitioner,  should 
proscribed.  He  should  inhabit  a  large,  remember  that  from  extreme  and  im- 
airy,  well-ventilated  apartment,  con-  mediate  danger  he  has  only  heen 
stantly  maintained  at  one  temperature,  snatched  by  severe  and  almost  equally 
and,  in  addition,  should  wear  next  the  dangerous  means ;  that  the  same  lia- 
skin  a  fine  flannel  fi^annent,  enveloping  bility  to  local*  disease  exists  as  before, 
the  whole  body  from  neck  to  foot,  ready  again  to  start  into  existence  upon 
With  the  preparatory  and  concomitant  the  application  of  the  slightest  exciting 
measures  now  recommended  mercury  cause.  One  great  object  m  administer- 
will  generally  be  well  borne,  and  its  ing  mercury  is  to  gain  time  for  the 
use,  when  once  commenced,  must  be  employment  of  measures  to  restore  the 
regularly  continued  until  the  gums  be-  general  health,  bv  removing  a  local 
come  affected.  From  an  irregular  and  action  which,  allowed  to  continue, 
indecisive  administration  of  this  medi-  would  give  rise  to  such  disorganization 
cine  ill  effects  will  almost  invariably  as  .quicxly  to  place  the  patient  out  of 
result.  Should  it,  therefore,  manifestly  -  the  pale  of  cure,  and  long  ere  means 
disagree,  its  exhibition  must  be  imme-  calcinated  to  work  a  salutary  influence 
diately  and  finally  desisted  from.  In  on  the  constitution  could  take  effect, 
other  instances,  where  but  slight  phe-  Unless  this  truth  be  fully  admitted, 
nomena  of  disorder  occur,  it  b^mes  a  and  the  practice  to  which  it  leads 
question,  to  be  decided  only  by  the  rigidly  enforoed,  meroury  should  upon 
ciroumstances  of  the  individual  case,  no  account  be  administered.  It  does 
whether,  despite  of  these,  to  continue  its  not  fall  within  the  purport  of  this  paper 
employment,  or  withdraw  the  medicine  to  discuss  the  treatment  best  adapted 
ana  attempt  to  remove  the  cause  upon  to  the  cure  of  scrofulous  cachexia, 
which  its  injurious  effects  appear  to  This  has,  indeed,  been  so  fully  done  br 
have  depended.  In  the  latter  instance  Sir  James  Clark,  in  his  thirteenui 
we  may,  perhaps,  be  justified  in  once  chapter,  as  to    leave  nothing  to  be 

more  resorting  to  its  use ;  but  if  it  again    desired  •. 

disaCTees,  the  medicine  must  be  at  once  *  pucvne,  •«  quoted  l»y  Allen,  Synop.  Vn\f. 

Withdrawn,  never  more  to  be  employed.  Med.  ed.  v.  p.  150,  Lond.  panned  a  practice  n<rt 
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With  these  prefatory  rcmarkB  I  pro-  Case  I. — James  Murray,  let,  44,  col- 

ceed  to  detail  the  nine  cases  which  I  Her ;  admitted  into  the  Glasgow  Royal 

have  subjected  to  the  mercurial  mode  Infirmary,  Nov.  30,  1833.     For  three 

of  treatment.    Five  of  them  have  re-  years  has  been  subject  to  violent  action 

covered ;  one  was  temporarily  relieved,  of  heart,  much  increased  upon  exertion, 

but    died   subseauently    of   phthisis ;  Action  of  heart  is  regular,  but  impulse 

three  experiencea  little  or  no  benefit  is  violent,  and  sounds  are  widely  heard 

from  the  treatment  adopted.    These,  even  over  both  sides  of  back.    There 

with  the  cases  of  the  Dubhn  physicians,  is  a  sort  of  creaking  sound  accdmpany- 

are  twenty-one  in  number,  of  which  ingboth  systole  and  diastole.    There 

eleven  were  cured,  three  considerably  are  frequent  paroxysms  of  pain,  like 

benefited,    six   experienced  no  relief,  the  stroke  of  a  knife,  at  left  mamma, 

and  in  one,  the  medicine  disagreeing,  shooting  to  left  arm.    Pain  is  increased 

could  not  obtain  a  fair  triaL                   -  by  pressing  over  region  of  heart,  and 

[To  be  continued]  has  been  distressing  for  the  last  ten 

_^ days;    for  four  months   previous   to 

OTsi    PFRTPAnniTTfi  wWch  he  had  bccn  orctty  wcll.    Pulse 

ON   PERICARDITIS.  120,  hard,  firm,  and  bounding.     Both 

By  Jamks  Douglas,  A.M.  sound  and  impulse  of  the  larger  arte- 

,_-             .     ^         -     .  ries,     particularly    subclavians,    very 

Uetorer  o.  Anatomy,  kc.  fcc.  ^^^  ^j^   ^^  subclavian  seems  tb 

IFbr  the  Londom  MediaU  Gazette,']  equal  the  impulse  of  an  ordinary  heart 

(Ooiici»didiw>»]»geus.)  Jugulara  do  not  pulsate.    He  has  no 

i-LTmnim^ii  irew  jwyi  ita.i  cough  uor  dyspuGBa,    but  frequently 

awakens  with  fpghtful  dreams.    Other 

When  the  existence  of  pericar-  functions  natural, 
ditis  has  been  determined,  our  diffi-  On  Dec.  1st  he  was  bled  to  sixteen 
culties  are  to  a  great  extent  over ;  not,  ounces,  and  I  wrote  down  the  diagno- 
indeed,  that  our  treatment  will  always  sis,  great  hypertrophy  of  left  ventnde, 
be  successful,  but  the  plan  of  treatment  with  dilatation  of  right, 
is  clear.  It  is  quite  similar  to  that  of  Bee.  2d. — ^Blood  cupped  and  bufily ; 
other  membranous  infiammations  ;  creaking  has  now  more  of  the  bellows^ 
bleeding,  general  and  local,  mercu-  sound,  still  heard  in  same  situation, 
rials,  and*  counter-irritation,  are  the  It  was  observed  this  day  by  Dr.  Camp- 
means  to  be  employed.  A  bleeding  to  bell,  now  assistant-surgeon  to  the  First 
the  extent  of  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  Guards,  Dr.  Gabriel  Stokes,  and  Dr. 
on  each  of  two  successive  days,  fol-  Walter  Dick.  I  added  to  the  diagnosis^ 
lowed  by  leeching,  and  accompanied  pericarditis. 

by  the  administration  of  calomel  and  He  was  cupped  to  eight  ounces  over 
opium,  three  grains  ofthc  former  and  hsdf  the  region  of  the  heart,  and  had  a 
a  grain  of  the  latter  every  third  hour  powder  containing  three  grains  of  ca- 
till  the  mouth  be  affected  or  the  symp-  iomel,  half  a  grain  of  mgitaUs,  and 
toms  decline,  will  generally  arrest  the  half  a  grain  of  opium,  every  third  hour, 
progress  of  its  malady.  When  it  has  *  After  using  these  powders  for  two 
begun  to  decline,  a  blister  over  the  re-  days  and  a  half,  till  his  mouth  became 
gion  of  the  heart  will  accelerate  tlie  sore,  they  were  given  up,  on  aecount  of 
cure.  After  the  inflammation  lias  been  their  ^ping  and  pur^g.  On  Dec. 
completely  subdued,  much  attention  6th  it  is  noted  that  ^>ain  was  still  ex- 
will  require  to  be  paid  to  the  health  cited  by  pressure :  tne  frottement  be- 
for  a  considerable  time,  to  obviate,  if  came  less  audible  towards  left  and 
possible,  the  supervention  of  hyper-  lower  parts  of  precordial  region.  A 
trophy.  blister  was  applied. 

I   will    now    proceed  to   illustrate  8th.— -He  complained  of  distressing 

the  preceding    statements    by  a  few  palpitation,  and  was  ordered  tincture 

cases.  of  di^talis.    After  this,  pain  abated, 

though  still  excited  by  pressure ;  and 

unUke  that  herein  recommended :« Qnemdiu  the   friction-SOUnd   had   nearly  disai>. 

tabee  e«t  in  pnmo  jprada  et  probebile  est  saii-  _^««^ j      f\^  ^u^  i  a*v,  \.^  *^  i.        i     *^ 

ruinem  noii  esse  extravantum  nlcuare  nondom  peared.     On  the  14til  he  took  a  long- 

factum  debet  ante  oaam  decoct :  ex  lipnia  et  dmn  mg  to  go  home,  SO  that  we  lost  sight 

piufantibaa  utimor  adbiberi  menmriaa  dolcii  nf  hia  fiirthpr  nmorpaa 

non  quidem  cum  parg:a^ibui  aimul  eodem  die  "'  S  J^"P      P"'©'™'                       _       _ 

sed  sine  purxantibua  post  aUquot  diet."  Hete,  then,  we  have  an  example  01 
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pericarditis   taking  place  without  any  sound  also  gone  from  right  pleura;  no 

obvious  cause,  cured  by  ordinary  anti-  pain  on  respiration, 

phlogistic  treatment.  Omit  the  calomel. 

Case  II. — Charles  Leech,    at.   19, 

tinsmith  ;    April  25th,  1834,  Glasgow  ^  few  days  after  this  was  dismissed 

Royal  Infirmary.     Five  days  ago  was  ^*^^'   . 

attacked  with  acute  rheumatism,  after  ^^  *™  case  we  have  mi  example  of 

exposure  to  cold.    Joints  are  red  and  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  syno- 

swollen;    pulse  full   and    bounding;  vial  membrane  to  the  pencardium,  and 

skin  hot ;  tongue  furred ;  thirst.    Since  ™°l  ^^^^  to  the  serous  investment  of 

yesterday  has  complained  of  pain  in  ^J^^  ^^^^  5  ^^^  ^e  see   all  these  m- 

precordial  region,  increased  on  pres-  nammations  yielding  to  vigorous  and 

sure.    Breathlessness  and  cough,  with-  continued  antiphlogistic  treatment, 

out  any  expectoration ;  friction-sound  ^.  ?*  ^^  remarked  above,  that  pencar- 

heard  over  heart  ^^^^  might  follow  milammation  of  a 

V.S.  »1  Sxx.   e'tatim.      At  bedtime  u>  H"'/(}^'  ^"J"'*'-     ^  '^'^\"?„""!f  ,!! 

anodynl  diaphoretic  draught,   and  in  *?   following  case,   which  lUustrates 

the  morning  salts  and  tartar  emetic.  '^*        ___       .                       ,    .      i-  ^ 
.     .1   ^- ,         «T                ,       ,,  ,  Case  III.— A  man  was  admitted  into 
April  27th. —  Was  yesterday  bled  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  1835,  on  account 
ngain  to  fourteen  ounces,  and  had  ca-  of  a  fall  on  his  hip.     No  fracture  was 
lomel  and  opium  in   the  evening,  by  detected  ;  he  was    leeched,    and  had 
which  he  was  severely  purged.  other  anHnhlogistic  treatment.     In  a 
To  use  a  miztare,  with  tincture  of  digi-  fortnight  he  died  without  any  obvious 
talis,  antimonial  wine,  and  solution  of  cause.      On   examining   the  hip,   the 
carbonate  of  ammonia.  thigh-bone  was  found  fractured  through 
On  examination  to-day    a  friction-  the  trochanters ;  but  from  the  form  of 
sound    is    heard    all  over   precordial  l^e  fracture  the  upper  fragment  was 
region,  smaller  than  I  have  heard  it  in  ^^]y  wedged  into  the   lower.     >.o 
pleiuitis,  resembling  the  trituration  of  crepitus  could  therefore  be  produced; 
ointment  in  a  mortar,  very  close  to  the  and  had  the  man  lived,  bony  union 
car.    The  two  surfaces  are  heard  to  rub  ^^^^  "ave  taken  place  without  any 
together  both  with  the    systolic  and  treatment    But  a  sharp  edge  of  the 
diastolic  action.    A  friction-sound  was  "^ne  had  perforated  the  synovial  mem- 
heard  also  to  the  right  of  sternum,  at  hrane,  and  excited  inflammation.    Ine 
its  lower  part,  as  if  that  angle  of  the  J^mt  was  full  of  reddish  purulent  mat- 
cavity  of  the  pleura,  where  the  pleura  ter,  and,  on  opening  the  chest,  about 
is  rellected  from  off  the  pericardium,  two  ounces  of  matter,  exactly  similar, 
were     aflfected.       No     bellows-sound  we«;  found  m  the  pencardium. 
heard;  pulse  100,  regular.  I  will   now  quote  from  Bomllauds 
28th.~Sounds  much  the  same ;  feels  ^J^k  on  the  Heart,  a  case  illustrating 
easier.  what  hits  been  called  metastasis ;  the 
To  begin  calomel  and  opium  again.  disappearance  of  the  rheumatism  from 
^iT-.^   A   ..^„*«-j„„  ^«^«  the  joints,  and  its  subsequent  appear- 

heart 


part  of  heart,    but  not  much  above  of  a  delicate  temperament,  m^..^^- 

level  of   nipple,    indicating   adhesion  j^to  La  Charity,  June  27th,  1833.    He 

above  that;  moutft  becomes  aflected.  y^^^  1,^^^  sleeping  in  a  damp  place. 

May  Ist.-Complaincd  this  morning  ^nd  aU  his  large  joints  were  a&ctcd 

of  acute  pain  m  right  side  of  chest,  ^^j^h  acute  rheumatism.      He  was  re- 

shooting  through  to  back;  pulse  irn-  pcatedly  bled,  and  had  Dover's  powder, 

tated;  friction-sound  heard  ^vnth  respi-  q^  j„i    ^d  the  pains  suddenly  dis- 

ration  in  right  lung,  between  middle  of  appeared  from  the  joints,  and  in  the 

scapula  and   spine;    that  over  heart  same  moment  he  was  seized  with  dvsi>- 

much  the  same ;  mouth  gets  sore.  n^ea,  sharp  darting  pain  in  both  sides 

V.S.  ad  Jxvj.     Continue  calomel.  of  chest,  with  dry  and  frequent  cough. 

3d. — Now  no  frottement  over  heart, 

but   slight    soufRet   with    first   sound  ;  •  In  the  cases  ouoted  from  other  jiersons,  I 

rnmnlptP  ir^liP^iinn   hsiR  tht*rpfor<*  taken  >ball  confine  myself  to  the  points  illustratht  "i 

complete  acuieMon  nas  inereiore  laKcn  ^^^^  particular  part  of  loy  subjeci. 

place;  pulse   100,  qiutcsoft;  friction-  t  Bouillaud,  MnladiS du  Cceur, tome i. p. 4». 
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The  existence  of  a  double  pleuro-pneu-  ditis  following  another  skin   disease, 

monia  was  ascertained  by  the  stethos-  scarlatina*.    Mary  Winters,  set.  12,  a 

cope.      Bleeding  again,  general    and  delicate-looking  gprl,  admitted  into  the 

local.  Hardwicke  Hospital,  Dublin,  October 

4th. — Dulness  of  both  sides  below  1834,  for  scarlatina.  She  became 
scapulee  was  observed,  with  oegophony.  convalescent  in  a  few  days.  On  Nov. 
By  another  bleeding,  and  the  use  of  10th  she  was  suddenly  attacked  with 
busters  and  purgatives,  the  pleurisy  great  dyspnoea  and  sense  of  suffocation, 
was  subdued.  Countenance  anxious ;  sits  in  bed  lean- 
About  the  17th  pericarditis  came  on.  ing  forward ;  cannot  lie  down;  points 
From  the  account  it  appears  to  have  to  epigastrium  as  the  seat  of  her  dis- 
been  overlooked  for  two  or  three  days,  tress.  Short,  tearing,  dry  cough ; 
for  there  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  makes  no  complaint  of  pain  about 
friction-sound.  After  attention  was  heart,  but  when  questioned  says  she 
drawn  to  it,  a  bellows-murmur  was  has  palpitations ;  has  ^eat  tenclemess 
heard  j  then  this  disappeared,  while  to  pressure  in  epigastrium,  and  on  ribs 
duliiess  on  percussion  succeeded,  with  over  heart.  Sounds  of  heart  unaccom- 
a  gi'adual  swelling  or  arching  of  the  panied  with  fijction-sound. 
chest  from  the  second  to  the  fifth  rib.  It  would  seem  that  here  the  disease 
with  protrusion  of  the  intercostal  spaces,  was  caught  in  the  first  sUige,  before 
The  sounds  of  the  heart  were  iieard  there  was  any  effusion  of  lymph, 
dull,  as  if  at  a  distance.  Antiphlogistic  Bleeding  was  had  recourse  to,  and  ca- 
treatment  was  persevered  in,  out  it  was  lomel  and  opium.  On  the  third  day 
three  weeks  before  he  could  be  dis-  friction-sound  wjis  heard  bH  over  heart, 
missed.  On  the  sixth  day  it  disapi>earcd,  action 

The  only  remark  that  I  would  make  of  heart  became  regular,  and  in  two 

on  this  case  is,  that  it  seems  strange  to  days  more  she  was  discharged, 

us,  on  this  side  the  channel,  that,  m  a  Case  VII.,  from  Dr.  Hope's  workf,' 

case   of  such    extensive  membranous  is  not  properly  an  example  of  pericar- 

inllammation,  not  a  word  is  said  of  the  ditis,  but  is  introduced  to  exemplify  the 

use  of  calomel  or  mercury  in' any  form,  diagnosis  of  efiusion  of  fiuid,  where 

Cask  V.  exhibits  the  supervention  of  there  were  no  previous  signs  of  inflam- 

jK?ricarditis  on   the  suppression  of  a  mation. 

cutaneous  eruption.      It  is  related  by  J.  S.,  a  little  thin  sallow  man,  with 

Dr.  Stokes*.  circumscribed  patches  of  red  on  his 

Laurence  Toole,  set.  5,  admitted  into  cheeks,  was  received  into  St.  George's 
the  Meatli  Hospitid  on  the  5th  April,  Hospital  i^ith  orthopnuea,  cough,  wa- 
1833.  A  fortnight  previous  to  admis-  tery  expectoration,  ascites ;  face  puflfed 
sion  he  had  been  affected  with  some  and  leucophlegmatic ;  great  oedema  of 
cutaneouseruption,  the  nature  of  which  legs;  urine  scanty;  pulse  110,  weak; 
could  not  be  ascertained.  This  had  an  undulating  or  rolling  motion  percep- 
been  rapidly  removed  by  the  use  of  tible  in  precordial  region, 
some  ointment,  and  in  a  few^  days  after  Auscultation. — Resonance  dull  over  an 
its  suppression  he  became  heavy  and  unusual  extent  of  precordial  region, 
drowsy.  Respiration  is  Liborious  and  Impulse  of  left  ventricle  slightly  in- 
hurried,  32  in  the  minute ;  counte-  creased,  but  undulating,  and  not  syn- 
nance  depressed;  lips  livid;  pulse  130,  chronous  with  the  ventricular  contrac- 
small  and  jerking,  but  regular ;  heart's  tion,  as  indicated  by  the  first  sound, 
action  extremely  violent,  communicat-  Sounds  short,  flat,  and  audible  over  the 
ing  a  distinct  fremissement  to  the  hand,  whole  anterior  surface  of  chest :  neither 
as  if  two  rough  surfaces  were  rubbing  coincides  with  the  pulse,  and  they  are 
violently  upon  another.  Friction-souna  so  much  alike  as  to  be  with  difficulty 
heard  both  i*nth  systole  and  diastole.  discriminated.     Left  side  of  chest  dull 

On  his  death,  three  days  after,  both  on  percussion.     Diagnosis:  dilatation 

surfaces  of  the  pericardium  were  found  of  left  ventricle,  hydropericardium,  and 

covered  with    a   reticulated    layer   of  hydrothorax. 

lymph,  of  a  reddish  colour.    There  was  He  was  treated  with  elaterium,  cfdo- 

no  adhesion,  nor  no  fluid.  mel,  and  diuretics,  and  the  hydroperi- 

Case  VI.  is  tUi  eximiple  of  pericar- 

~~  *  Dublin  Journal,  vol.  vii.  p.  263. 

*  Dublin  Journal,  vol.  iii.  p.  40.  t  Pl^c  590* 
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cardium  seemed  to  decrease,  the  heart  Frances  Kelly,*  letat.  Ii4,  attacked, 

striking  the  ribs  more  distinctly.    In  a  March  25,  1833,  with  severe  arthritifi. 

month  ne  died.  Besides     the     ordinary    symptoms,  a 

Inspection, — Upwards  of  two  pounds  slight   friction-sound  was  heard  near 

of  serum  in  cavity  of  left  pleura ;  three  the  apex  of  the  heart.     Free  bleedings 

or  four  ounces  of  bloody  fluid  in  peri-  were  ordered,  both  general  and  locd, 

cardium ;  left  ventricle  oilated.  and  tartar  emetic. 

Dr.  Hope  remarks  that  the  hydro-  On  the  seventh  day  after  admission 

Sericardium  was  indicated  by  the  un-  she  was  in  a  state  of  high  fever,  although 

ulatory  nature  of  the  impulse  j  by  its  there  was  no  corresponding  increase  of 

want  of  coincidence  with  the  sound  of  the  inflammation  of  the  joints.    Dr. 

the  ventricular  contraction  ;    bv  the  Stokes  carefully  examined  the  chest. 

sensation  commimicated  throu^n  the  The  left  side  had  become  dull  in  iu 

stethoscope    that    the    heart    did  not  lateral  and  inferior   portions,  and  the 

strike  the  ribs  immediately,  and  by  the  respiratory  murmur  had  become  feeble, 

extensive    dulness   of   the    precordial  In  addition,  there  was  a  decided  pleuritic 

region  on  percussion.  fnction-sound    in    the    antero-inferioi 

We  have  seen,  in  several  of  the  cases  portion.      That    it     proceeded    from 

related,  that  when  recovery  took  place  pleuritis  was  obvious  from  this,  that  it 

the  friction-sound  disappeared ;  and  I  was  synchronous  with  respiration,  and 

have  yet  to  shew^,  by  a  case  of  pericar-  ceased  whenever  the  patient  held  her 

ditis  dissected  soon  after  the  cure,  that  breath. 

adhesion  is  the  necessary  termination.  In   using    the    term   cKronic   peri- 

Case  VIII. — As  this  case,  that  of  carditis,  I  would  be  understood  to  mean, 

Amelia  Harris,  was   taken  from   the  not  lon^-protracted  pericarditis,  for  no 

Medical  Gazette*,  I  shall  only  advert  such  thmg  has  ever  come  under  my 

to  its  leading  features.     The  girl,  after  observation,  nor  do  I  believe  it  can 

acute  rheumatism,  suflered  from  inor-  occur,  but  rather,  speaking  more  strictly, 

dinate  action  of  the  heart.    The  general  the  conseouences  of  pericarditis — the 

signs  were  as  usual,  and  <Ustinct  fric-  changes  wnich  take  place  in  the  peri- 

tion-sound  was   heard  accompanying  cardium  in  consequence  of  its  inuam- 

both  motions  of  the  heart.    An  attack  mation,  when  that  inflammation  has  not 

of  erysipelas  came  on  and  carried  her  proved  immediately  fatal. 

off,  after  the  friction-sound  had  quite  After  inflammation  of  the  pericardium, 

disappeared,  so  that  the  normal  sounds  when  an  increased  nutrition  has  con- 

of  heart  only  were  heard.      Having  tinned  in  it,  we  occasionally  find  it 

died  exhausted  by  the  erysipelas,  the  much  thickened,  becoming  as  it  were 

cavity  of  pericardium  was  found  en-  hypertrophied.    This  thickening  does 

tirely  obliterated,  the  opposed  surfaces  not  take  place  in  the  serous  layer,  but 

heing  glued  together  by  recent  lymph  in  the  subserous  cellular  tissue ;  and 

in  considerable  quantity  j  slight  vege-  sometimes  it  occurs  in  the  fibrous  layer 

tations  on  aortic  v^ves,  indicating  m-  of  the  bag  of   the  pericardium.     In 

flammation  of  the  endocardium  also,  making  inspections  w^e  often  find  small 

As  related  by  the  original  reporter,  this  milky  opaque  spots  on  the  siu'face  of 

case  exhibits  very  well  the  circum*^  the  heart,  where  no  complaint  had  been 

stances  under  which  metastasis  of  in-  made   of  inflammation   so  far.  as  we 

flammation  takes  place  from  tlie  joints  know.    Nevertheless,  there  can  be  no 

to  the  pericardium.     The  original  dis-  doubt  that  these  spots  were  originally 

ease  had  been  subdued  by  the  copious  circumscribed  eflfusions  of  coagulable 

abstraction  of  blood,  but  the  system  lymph,  which  have  now  become  or- 

waa  tliereby  rendered  weak  and  irrita-  ganized,  and  reduced  in  thickness.    By 

ble,  80  that  the  pericardium  was  more  laying  hold  of  them  carefully  with  the 

easily  a^cted.  forceps,  they  can  always  be  peeled  ofi" 

The  last  case  (Case  IX.)  which  I  am  from  the  pericardium, 

going  to  relate  is  one  shewing  the  co-  Sometimes  we  find  the  pericardium 

existence  of  two  friction  sounds— one  lined  with  much  rough  false  membrane, 

in  the  pericavdium,  the  other  in  the  stained   of  a   red   colour  by  bloody 

pleura.  transudations,  and  we  find  a  little  of 

*  Vol.  ii.  1886^.  *  Dublin  Jouraal,  voL  iv.  p.  47. 
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this  bloody  fluid  in  the  remaining  cavity,  strikes  at  two  inches  below  the.  left 

It  is  said  that  even  pus  has  been  found  nipple,  and  one  inch  nearer  the  sternum, 

in  the  pericardium,  out  this,  as  stated  If  lying  on  the  left  side,  it  strikes  in  a 

near  the  beginning,  I  am  disposed  to  line  vertical  with  the  nipple ;  if  lying 

doubt    Accompanying  these  different  on  the  ri?ht,  it  strikes  in  a  line  with  the 

states,  we  most  commonly  find  some  edge  of  tne  sternum.    In  adherent  peri- 

traces  of  inflammation  about  the  lining  cardium,  this  mobility,  he  says,  is  lost, 

membrane  and  valves,  but  of  that  it  is  [I  am  hapj^y  to  be  able  to  confirm  the 

not  in  my  province  at  present  to  speak,  value  of  nis  diagnostic  by  the  observa- 

Adhesion  of   the    free  surfaces    is,  tion  of  a  case,  since  this  essay  was  read, 

however,    the   most    common    conse-  where  there  had  been  pericarditis  some 

quence  of  pericarditis.     After  a  cure  months  before.    The  apex  of  the  heart 

naa  taken  place,  the  false  membrane  did  not  change  its  place  of  beating  by 

g;radually  becomes  absorbed,  and  what  any  change  of  the  patient's  position.] 

IS  left  becomes  changed  into  a  thin  Sir.  Aspland  supposes  that  a  friction- 

la^er  of  cellular  tissue.    Inconsequence  sound  may  be  present  in  cases  of  adhe- 

or  this  adhesion  the  action  of  the  heart  rent  pericardium,  and  gives  a  case  of  a 

becomes  embarrassed,  greater  force  be-  girl  who  had  pericaraitis   ending  in 

comes  necessary  to  perform  its  functions,  adhesion  two  years  before  the  ilmess 

and  hypertrophy  is  the  result    Bouil-  which  caused  her  death.   On  the  second 

laud  speaks  of  atrophy  of  the  heart  attack  there  were  murmurs,  occasioned 

from  this  cause,  but  of  this  I  know  by   deposits,    chiefly   recent,    on   ibs 

nothing.  valves,  and  there    was    a  frottementf 

There  is  a  drawing  in  Dr.  Hope's  which  Mr.  Aspland  attributes  to  the 

work    on     Patholoe^,    exhibiting     a  pericardium,   although    the  adhesions 

case  of  old  pericarditis.      The  whole  there  were  old  and  cellular.    But,  in 

interior     of     the     sac    and    surface  addition,  there  were  recent  soft  adhe- 

of  the  heart  are  lined  with  a  thick  sions  of  the  lungs  to  the  pleiura.    The 

stratum  of  shagr^,    highly  vascular,  frottement  then  existed,  not  inside  the 

reddish  lymph,  which  contained  nearlv  pericardium,  but  outside^  between  the 

a  pint  of  serum   dee])ly  tinged  witn  pleura  covering  it  and  the  pulmonaiy 

bl(K>d.    The  left  ventricle  was  greatly  pleura ;  the  pleura  covering  the  outside 

hypertrophied,  and  there  was  dilatar  of  the  pericardiimi   moving  toith  the 

tion  of  both  cavities.    The  patient  was  heartf  in  consequence  of  the  adhesive 

aged  52,  and  died  of  a  third  attack  of  inside. 

apoplexy,  a  disease  which  very  often  In  another  case,  related  by  the  same 

depends  upon  hypertrophy.  gentleman,  the  same  complication  is 

There  is  also  a  very  beautiful  plate  illustrated.     A  man  had  pericarditis, 

in  the  work  of  Cruveilhier,  evidently  marked  by  the  usual  frottement,  which 

of  the  same  nature.    The  fluid  in  the  disappeared  as  union  of  the  inflamed 

sac  was  bloody.    The  surface  of  the  surfaces  took  place.    By  and  by,  the 

heart  is  seen  covered  with  lymph  drawn  epigastrium  and  intercostal  spaces  were 

out  into  points,  not  unlike  the  outside  drawn  in  by  the  contraction  of  ^e 

of  a  pine-apple.    He  supposes  these  ventricles.    Some  days  idfiter,  a  marked 

goints  to  have  been  adhesions  ruptured  frottement,  ascending  and  descending, 

y  the  efiiision  of  blood,  but  I  should  engaged  the  whole  of  the  left  pleural 

think  that  doubtfiiL  cavity,  syncluxmous  with   inspiration 

The  only  physical  signs  of  adherent  and  expiration,  and  depending  on  the 

pericardium  which  have  any  supporters  motion  between  the  lung  and  me  inside 

in  systematic  works  at  the  present  day,  of  the  chest  which    takes    place   in 

are  these  three — increasea  impulse  at  breathing.    But  there  was  a  peculiarity, 

the  base  of  the  heart,  epigastric  pulsa-  depending  on  the  adhesion  of  the  peri- 

tion,  and,  depending  on  the  same  cause  cardium,  that,  close  to  the  heart,  the 

as  this  last,  retraction  of  the  intercostal  rubbing  was  synchronous,   not   with 

spaces.    Tlie  first  two  do  not  appear  of  respiration,  but  with  the  action  of  the 

much  value.     Mr.    Aspland,   m   the  heart 

Medical  Gazette,  June  1S39,  notices  This  friction  in  the  plenra,  caused  bv 

an  additional  diagnostic  deduced  firom  the  action  of  the  heart,  I  have  mvseu 

the  lessening  of  the  mobility  of  the  observed  in  several  instances,  but  nave 

heart's  i^>ez.    In  a  healthy  individual,  no  notes  of  them, 

sittiiig  erect,  the  ap«z  of  the  heart  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  generally 
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kaown  that  old  Umg  adhesions  of  the  partly  ossified,  and  four  of  them  nip- 

lungs  mav  produce  frottement.    This  tured,  the  torn  ends  being  covered  with 

fact  was  (uscovered  by  my  friend,  Dr.  coagulable  lymph.    The  reporter  attri- 

Walter  Dick,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  bates  the  sudden  death  to  this  ledon. 

hospital  at  the  same  time  with  myself,  I  do  not  think  that  this  could  be  the 

and  was  a  most  patient  and  diligent  case,  as  I  have  the  preparation  of  a 

observer,  and  whose  early  death  has  no  heart  here  in  which  the  condition  of 

doubt  robbed  us  of  many  fruits  of  his  the  mitral  valve  is  precisely  similar  to 

industry  which  a  little    lon^ger    time  that  described,  and  where  the  patency 

would  nave  brought  to  matunty.     He  of  the  auriculo-ventricular  orifice  was 

had  a  case  in  which  the  ascending  and  ascertained  by  me  with  the  stethoscope 

descending  friction-sound    was    most  a  considerable  time  befo^  the  patient 

distinct  in  a  man's  left  side,  over  about  died. 

the  space  of  a  half-crown,  without  any        Bouillaud  gives  a  case  where  on  the 

signs  of  inflammation  at  all.    The  man  inside  of  the  pericardium  was  found  a 

died  of  disease  unconnected  with  his  patch  of  cartilaginous  texture,  contain- 

chest,  and  on  looking  at  his  left  lunflr  ing  bony  granules,  exactly  like  that 

it  was  found  attacned  to  the  costal  which  I  now  place  before  you,  taken 

pleura  by  adhesions  about  an  inch  lon^,  from   the   upper  surface  oi   the  dia- 

for  the  extent  indicated.    An  expert-  phragm.    In  another  of  his  cases  there 

mentum  crncis  was  then  resorted   to :  were   ossifications   both    between  the 

one  of  us  moved  the  adherent  lung,  serous  membrane  and  the  fibrous  Liver 

while    the    other    listened    with    the  of  the  pericardium,  and   between  the 

Stethosco^  over    the    spot,    and    the  serous  membrane   and    the    muscular 

circumscribed  rubbing  was   distinctly  substance  of  the  heart.    One  of  these 

heard.  latter,  placed  near  the  apex  of  the 

The  new  cellular  membrane  forming  heart,    nad,    by   its   friction,  literally 

the  adhesions  between  the  free  surfaces  worn  a  hole  in  the  bag  of  the  yeri- 

of  the  pericardium  may  become  the  seat  cardium,  and  caused  an  abscess  on  the 

of   tuberculous    deposits.     Dr.    Hope  surface  of  the  diaphragp.     I  shew  yoo, 

relates  a  case  of  this  kind.     I  have  dried  and   in  turpentine,  a  specimen 

never  seen  it  myself,  but  have  no  doubt  with  two  patches  of  bone  between  the 

of  it^  because  I  have  seen  a  case  where  muscular   substance    of    the    serous 

tubercles  were  found  in  the  adhesions  covering,  the  largest  about  the  sice  of  a 

after  pleuritis,  of  which  I  shew  you  sixpence.  lamindebtedtoDr.  R.P&ter- 

both  tne  preparation  and  a  drawing.  son,  in  Anderston,  for  a  preparation 

Whenever  we  have  bone  accidentally  exhibiting  the  most  extensive  ossifica- 
deposited,  it  appears  to  be  in  the  cellu-  tionof  the  pericardium  which  I  haveever 
lar  tissue,  and  generally,  but  not  seen.  The  band  of  bone,  about  an  inch 
necessarUy,  in  or  a4iacent  to  fibrous  and  a  half  in  breadth,  almost  corn- 
tissue.  Thus,  we  find  patches  of  bone  pletely  surrounds  the  heart.  When 
in  the  dura  mater,  and  occasionally  in  recent,  I  examined  it,  and  found  it 
tendons  and  ligaments ;  and  I  have  placed  between  the  muscular  substance 
specimens  of  it  in  the  subserous  cellular  and  its  serous  investment.  The  patient 
tissue  of  the  pleura.  In  the  same  way  had  suffered  from  pericarditis  about 
we  find  it  in  the  pericardium ;  in  some  nine  years  before  his  death,  and  the 
cases  in  the  subserous  cellular  tissue ;  surfaces  were  universally  adherent, 
and  in  other  cases  in  the  adventitious  Bouillaud  gives  a  case  of  a  cancerous 
cellular  layer  connecting  the  serous  tumor  of  the  mediastinum  encroaching 
surfaces  togjether,  in  cases  of  long-  upon  and  becoming  incorporated  with 
adherent  pericardium.  the  pericardium ;  but  of  such  I  have  no 

Mr.  Aspland,  whom  I  have  quoted  personal  knowledge. 

before,  relates  a  case  in  the  24th  vol.  of 

the  Medical  Gazette,  to  which  I  shall  ^^  wYTcnrMr-i?  r\v 

briefly  allude.    A  young  sailor  had  the  ^     CO-EXISTENCE  OF 

signs  of  adherent  peric^diiun,  as  given  OVARIAN  DROPSY  &  PREGNANCV 

a  few  pages  back,  and  on  instK»ction  

tiiere    were    found    in    the    adiiesions         ^o  '*«  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 
several  patches  of  bone,  the  largest  the  Sir, 

size  of  a  penny   piece.      The    mttnil  If  the  following  case  be  worthy  a  comer 

valve  was  found  tluckened,  its  tendons  of  your  valuable  journal,  by  its  iuser- 


PHYSICIANS  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIfiS--DR.  MARC.               1^ 

tion  you  will  much  oblige,  your  obe-  her  by  an  operation ;  but  mv  suspicions 

dient  servant,  still  existing,  I  declined  doing  so—at 

J.  Fosse  Harding,  least  for  the  present 

IS,  Spencer  Street,                         M.R.C.S.  I   ^ag  summoned  a  few  days  since 

"oT^M"^'  ^'y    *    hurrying    message    that    my 

ftient  was   dying.      On  my  arrival 
found  she    hacf  be^n    delivered  of 

consulted  me,  as  she  had  been  labour-  a  full-grown   healthy    female  in&nt, 

ing  under  ovarian  dropsy  for  several  and  is    now  doing  exceedingly  well, 

months,  commencing  shortly  after  her  and  suckling  the  infant ;    but  in  the 

second  confinement.      She  had  been  course  of  a  few  weeks  she  will  require 

under  the  care  of  Dr.  Maybank,  of  the  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  which  is 

Guilford,  who  finding  the  disease  not  rapidly  accumulating.     I  have  given 

to  give  way  from  the  measures  he  had  you  the  particulars  of  the  case,  as  a 

considered  advisable,    had    requested  rare  instance  of  pregnancy  and  ovarian 

her  to  get  the  fluid  drawn  off",  for  which  dropsy  existing  at  the  same  time,  and 

purpose  she  came  to  toivn,  and  called  showing    how  guarded  we  ought   to 

on  me  as  her  general  medical  attendant,  be,  when  any  doubt  arises,  ere  we  pro- 

I  wished  her  still  to  try  the  efiects  of  ceed  to  an  operation, 

medicine,  which  she  did,  with  some  re-  ________^,____^^ 

lief  for  a  short  period  only ;  and  in  three  iiyrTT'TMn  at     r*  a  'ZTo^T't? 

months  from  the  time  of  seeing  me,  I  MlliDlC/AXi   GAuuhjl  IJbi.  . 

had  recourse  to  the  last  resource  of  an  -, --i      /-i  *  r     oo  i  oa/\ 

operation,  drawing  off  two  gallons  of  a  ^^"^y*  ^^^  ^3,  1840. 

cofiee-coloured  flmd.     In  the  course  of  a  .. , ,   ^       „      „    .  ..               .... 

week  the  natient  sufficientlv  recovered  ^^^  omnibta,  licet  etiam  mihl,  dii?nltatein 

weeK  me  paoeni  sumcienuy  recoverea  ^^^.^  Mediem  tueri;  potestu  modo  Teoiendi  in 

to  go  into  the  country,     l  prescnbed  publicum  tit,  dicendl  periculum  non  recuse." 

for  her  what  I  considered  advisable —  Cxgbbo. 

a    mercurial    course,    with   iodine, —  

without  any  benefit,  and  in  six  months  PHYSICIANS  IN   FOREIGN   COUN- 

from  the  last  operation  I  drew  off"  two  TRIES DR.  MARC. 

gallons  and  a  half  of  fluid,  of  the  same  .          _             ,               i^        i. 

character  as  the  last    On  bandaging  ^^^  Smith  observes,  that  after  all 

the  abdomen  I  felt,  as  I  then  suppose^  that  has  been  said  of  the  fickleness  of 

the  enlarged  ovarium.  She  again  filled  human  nature,  man  is  the  most  diflacult 

very  rapiaiy,  and  I  was  under  the  ne-  ^^  ^  commodities  to  transport.    He 

cessity  of  afiording  her  rehef  by  an  ^i.  .     i.i.       i. 

operation  in  the  end  of  Februaiy  last ;  ^^^   ^^^^  although  many  or  most 

but  I  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  persons  show  an  inclination  to  change 

in  drawing  off"  the  fluid,  amountingf  to  their  position,  yet,  when  it  comes  to 

14  quarts,  of  a  chocolate  colour,  being  ^^e  push— when  the  proposal  is  made 

more  than  two  hours  under  the  opera-  ^         .^xi.'           ^            u        r 

tion.     I  then  examined  the  abdomen,  ^^  ^^^  ^^"^  c<^^*^'  P«^^*P«  ^^^  c^*^^' 

and,  to  my  surprise,  found  so  great  an  the  majority  shrink  from  the  oflTer. 

enlargement,  as  I  was  led  to  suppose,  of  Ne»cio  qui  natale  solum  dulcedine  cunctos 

the    ovarium;     yet    still,    from    other  Ducit,  et  immemores non  Binit  esM  sui l 

symptoms    which     afterwards     more  ^his  is  perfectly  true;  and  there  is 

plainly  showed  themselves,  I  was  very  ,           *^        -       ,             .,,. 

suspicious  of  her  being  pregnant ;  but  another  reason  for  the  unwilhngness. 

neither    the    stethoscope  nor    manual  Many  kinds  of  merit  bear  a  local  stamp, 

examination  satisfied  me :  I  therefore  and   resemble    certain  wines,  which, 

advised  her  friends  to  get  a  second  opi-  ^j,       j,  delicious  when  drunk  on  the 

nion,  which  they  did,  of  a  very  eminent  ^°           ^^j        t.. 

obstetric    physician,    whose    decision  «P«^'  ^»""°^  ^^and  a  distant  carnage. 

was,  that  he  did  not  consider  that  preg-  It   might    appear   at  first  sight  that 

nancy    existed,    and  wished    for    an  medical    talent    would  be  eminently 

operation  as  early  as  possible.     The  transplantable ;  and  that  he  who  pos- 

patient  now  was  suffering  the  finrcat-  j  .,         ^     -               ,.              f  ,  ^ 

e«t  inconvenience  from  the  great  dis-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^""^  ^^  ^^"S  ^«^^  °^»g^^ 

tension  of    the   abdomen;    so    much  pnictise  it  in  any   region   sufficiently 

so,  that  she  begged  me  again  to  reUeve  opulent  to  reward  his  skill.    The  facts. 
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however,  are  hi  otherwise.  Indeed,  it  implies  ignorance  of  the  usages  of 
is  precisely  in  countries  whose  advance  which  it  is  the  expression, 
in  wealth  and  civilization  has  engender-  The  difficulty  is  almost  as  great  in 
ed  the  greatest  attachment  to  their  own  France  as  in  England.  For  although 
usages,  that  such  a  translation  of  talent  some  knowledge  of  French  forms  a 
is  the  most  difficult.  In  England,  part  of  education  throughout  Europe, 
France,  Germany,  and  Italy,  it  is  na-  yet  even  the  traveller,  whose  sole  occn- 
tural  for  the  natives  to  place  the  most  pation  in  France  is  to  amuse  himself, 
perfect  confidence  in  their  own  physi-  commonly  finds  how  slight  and  insoffi- 
cians,  and  to  turn  aside  from  foreigners,  dent  that  knowledge  is.  Much  morf, 
If  physic  consisted  merely  in  the  solu-  then,  will  this  be  felt  by  him  who 
tion  of  medical  problems,  natives  and  endeavours  to  earn  a  subsistence  there, 
foreigners  would  meet  on  a  more  equal  and  who  no  longer  sees  azoond  him 
footing ;  but  the  successful  practitioner  the  smiling  recipients  of  his  cash>  but 
must  cure  not  only  tutb  et  celeriter,  but  rivals  willing  to  misinterpret  The 
jucundi ;  he  must  have  the  most  per-  foreign  physician,  therefore,  who  buc- 
fcct  knowledge  of  the  social  laws  which  ceeds  in  estabhshing  himgelf  in  prac- 
he  is  to  obey ;  while,  with  a  foreigner,  tice  among  the  natives  of  France,  gives 
half  a  life-time  often  passes  away,  and  evidence  of  the  most  consummate  tact, 
leaves  him  still  in  the  elements  of  this  and  might,  without  further  proof,  be 
necessary  art.  But  if  the  country  is  admitted  among  the  chosen  few  whose 
decidedly  outrun  in  the  European  race  high  talents  are  beyond  dispute.  The 
for  civilization,  these  reasons  no  longer  phenomenon  is,  therefore,  rare ;  but 
hold  good.  There  is  no  cause  why  the  France  has  lately  lost  a  living  exampk 
Italian  should  prefer  a  French  to  a  of  the  possibility  of  its  occurrence. 
Tuscan  physician,  and  many  why  he  Dr.  Marc,  who  succeeded  in  raising 
should  not;  but  it  is  obvious  that,  for  himself  from  the  plains  of  the  profession 
some  time  to  come,  the  higher  classes  to  its  social  summit  (having  become 
of  St.  Petersburgh  will  continue  to  physician  to  the  King  of  the  French), 
employ  English  or  German  physicians  was  bom  at  Amsterdam  in  1771*  of  a 
instead  of  their  own.  While  England  German  father  and  Dutch  mother. 
for  so  many  centuries  was  behind  He  studied  medicine  in  Germany,  and 
the  continent,  the  same  preference  took  liis  degree  at  Erlangen  in  179^ 
naturally  obtained;  and  we  find  it  He  then  devoted  himself  to  deep  clinical 
recorded  that  John  a  Gaddesden,  the  study  at  Vienna,  and  afterwards  pro- 
court  physician  in  the  reign  of  Edward  ceeded  to  Bamberg,  where  his  uncle, 
II.,  was  the  first  Englishman  who  had  Dr.  Marcus,  a  name  favourably  known 
reached  that  dignity.  Even  so  late  as  in  science,  was  his  guide  in  practice, 
the  time  of  Charles  I.,  the  court  phy-  In  1797  he  went  to  France  for  the  first 
sician.  Sir  Theodore  Mayeme,  was  a  time,  and  contributed,  with  Corvisart, 
Frenchman.  The  change  in  this  point  Alibert,  Bichat,  &c.,  to  found  the 
is  entire,  and  it  must  be  remarkable  SocUti  nUdicale  cThmtlation,  After  he- 
talent,  indeed,  which  can  enable  a  ing  necessarily  absent,  on  account  of 
foreign  physician  to  obtain  practice  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1798,  he 
among  the  fisistidious  natives  of  this  finally  settled  in  France.  *<C'e8tdaiis 
island.  The  difference  of  language  is,  cetteheureuseterre,ma^iMi|Krrai«t»r^ 
no  doubt,  &  principal  ingredient  in  the  qu'il  vonlut  se  marier,  vivre,  travailler, 
difficulty ;  particularly  when  we  recol-  et  mourir*." 
lect    that   ignorance   of  a   language  «  Gaiette  M^Oicaic,  July  is,  ism. 
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This    determination   shewed   great  any  single  city  ;  but  when  the  French 

vigour  of  mind.    He  was  not  acquainted  satirist  talks  of  the  doctor's  violent 

with  France,  which  had  been  recently  attempts  to  become  known  by  planting 

shaken  to  its  foundations  by  war  and  tulips,  or  collecting  bad  pictures,  the 

political  troubles.    Marc  was  twenty-  sketch  seems  to  partake  largely  of  that 

nine  years  old,  continues  his  biogra-  species  of  caricature,  which  cannot  be 

pher ;   and  although  extremely  well-  called  an  exaggeration,  simply  because 

informed,  his  name  was. still  obscure,  it  resembles  nothing  at  all.    There,  as 

and  his  University  distinctions  totally  here,    a  carriage  is  supposed    to   be 

unknown.    He  was  not  familiar  with  necessary.    "  Faire  son  chemin  k  pied 

the  French  language ;  and  a  crowd  of  quand  on  a  la  renomm^e  pour  but, 

difficulties,  embarrassments,  and  pre-  c'est  vouloir  arriver  tard,    ou  plut6t 

judicea,  flocked  to  meet  him  on  every  n'arriver  jamais ;  on  prend  done  une 

side.    If  we  add  to  all  this,  that  his  voiture.'' 

family  had  experienced  great  reverses        Such,  however,  were  not  the  arts  of 

of  fortune,  and  that  his  own  property  Dr.  Marc  ;    he  belonged  to  a  higher 

was  almost  gone,  we  must  acknowledge  sphere,  and  did  not  aim  at  a  tricky 

that  he  had  "  a  sea  of  troubles "  to  success.    Truth,  skill,  and  earnestness, 

contend  against,  and  must  allow  the  were  his  merits ;  and  to  these  he  added 

greater  credit  to  him  who  could,  "  by  the  confidence  which  springs  from  the 

opposing,  end  them."    To  know  the  consciousness  of  desert,  and  which  has 

precise   intensity   of    the   difficulties  a  tendency  to  produce  the  success  by 

which  a  foreign  physician  must  encoun-  which,  in  turn,  it  is  infallibly  increased, 

ter  in  France,  it  is  necessary  to  have  Yet,  strange  to  say,  he  retired  for  some 

tried  the  experiment  oneself;  we  may  time  from  the  profession.    Two  things 

midecstand  the  genus  of  his  perplexi-  disgusted  him  with  it ;  one  being  the 

ties,  but  scarcely  the  species.    In  truth,  responsibility  which  hangs  over  the 

the  exact  position  of  the  tnidecin  in  head  of  the  French  practitioner ;  the 

France  is  not  easy  to  make  out  at  a  other,  the  custom  of  the   physician 

distance  ;    he  neither  corresponds  to  sending  in  his  bill, 
our    physician,    nor    to    our   general        He  then  became  a  manufacturer  of 

practitioner,  but  is  something  between  chemicsd  substances }  but  in  this  pur- 

the  two.    In  remote  country  districts  suit   he   failed   altogether,    and   was 

he  is  allowed  to  sell  physic ;   but  this  ruined,  or  nearly  so  j    for  though  his 

permission  depends,  we  believe,  on  the  talents  were  great,   he    had  not  the 

distance  of  the  nearest  druggist ;    so  peculiar  tact  necessary  for  business.  . 
that  the  approach  of  another  pAarmactefi        This  was  a  critical  period  of  his  life, 

would    deprive    the  D.M.P.    of  this  and  an  ordinary  looker-on  might  have 

branch  of  his  practice.  thought  that  Marc  was  unadapted  for 

In  Paris,  however,  as  for  as  can  be  any  common  occupation ;  that  his  ap- 

seen  through  the  misrepresentations  of  prehension  was  too  fine  for  the  business 

a  satire*,    the  physician's   hopes   of  of  real  life,  and  that  it  was  his  destiny, 

getting  on  might  be  attributed  to  many  in  Goldsmith|8  phrase,  to  "  eat  nratton 

a  London  doctor.    His  wish  to  be  phy-  cold,  and  cut  blocks  with  a  razor."    It 

sician  to  a  public  institntion,  and  to  be  was  not  so,  however ;  he  returned  to 

noticed  in  the  journals,  are  based  on  his  profession,  and  his  struggles  were 

faoman  nature,  and  are  not  limited  to  ultimately  rewarded  by  the  most  signal 

— — — - — ■ success.    Though  he  worked  day  and 

mUSTpSm-U^r^^  ^  night  for  his  family, he  refused  gain  at 
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the  price  of  meanness.    When  he  had  feeling  assured  that  there  are  circum- 

ascertained  that  sulphate  of  iron  was  a  stances,  where,  as  a  celebrated  man  ha& 

good  substitute  for  bark    (a  most  va-  said,  to  be  silent  is  to  speak  clearly, 

luable  discovery  in  1810)  he  rejected  Deep  as  were  his  studies,  and  gR^it 

with  disdain  the  proposal  which  was  as  were  his  sacrifices  to  duty,  he  knew 

made  him  to  keep  the  remedy  secret ;  how  to  unbend  the  bow,  and,  in  the 

for  he  felt  that  the  duty  of  a  physician  language  of  Horace,  "  to  indulge  hib 

to  science  and  humanity  was  to  be  set  genius ;"  indeed,  according  to  the  Gc- 

before  fortune.  zette  MSdiedUy  his  gaiety  was  sometimes 

Some  of  his  best  writings  were  the  in  excess.  He  often  extolled  the  efficacy 

essay  entitled,  La  vaccine  soumise  aux  of  Bassompierre's  remedy  against  the 

simples  lumHres  de  la  raison,  his  instruc-  plague  and  reserve,  to  wit  a  glass  of 

tions  concerning  the  asphyxia  of  the  good  wine,  though  he  never  overstepped 

drowned,  and  various  articles  on  public  the  limits  of  the  strictest  sobriety, 

hygiene.  He  died  on  the  12th  of  January,  1840, 

The  same  correctness  of  reasoning  just  as  he  had  completed  his  work  en- 
which  was  exhibited  in  his  works  was  titled  ^*  De  la  folic  consideree  dans  ses 
shown  when  he  spoke  in  the  learned  rapports  avec  les  questions  medico- 
societies  to  which  he  belonged.  Dr.  judiciaires."  His  calm  and  resigned 
Marc  had  the  moderation  which  results  death,  says  his  biographer,  was  like 
from  the  habit  of  reflection,  as  well  as  the  last  reflection  of  the  virtues  which 
from  sobriety  of  opinions.  His  biogra-  had  honoured  his  life ;  it  proved  the 
pher  says  that  as  Marc  knew  that  no-  strength  and  sincerity  of  his  principles, 
thing  is  more  uncommon  than  gaining  a  The  remarkable  success  of  this  phy- 
vote  by  a  speech,  he  spoke  simply  and  sician  in  a  foreign  land  is  an  additional 
deliberately,  but  with  great  argumenta-  instance  of  the  rewards  which  attend 
tive  force.  To  this  he  immediately  adds,  on  well-directed  talent  and  unceasing 
that  by  these  means,  without  effort,  indilstry;  and  is  thus  an  answer  at 
without  prolixity,  and  without  orato-  once  to  the  satirist  and  the  hypochon- 
rical  hypocrisy,  he  almost  always  sue-  driac. 

ceeded    in   obtaining  victory  for  his ' 

opinions.    Prom  this  it  would  appear,  ^  ^^  RIMARK8  ON 

that  the  most  uncommon  of  occurrences  MR.  WARBURTON'S  MEDICAL 

was  with  Marc  an  everyday  event  We  PROFESSION  BILL. 

suppose  the  truth  to  lie  between  the  cI^Hcdinffham,E.«'x. 

extremes   of  this    panidox.      On  the  October  u,  isio. 

one  hand,  it  is  probable  that  when  a  ^  '*^  ^^*^^  ^^^^  Medical  Gasetle. 

man  is  known  to  be  honest,  and  to  .      i   ^?*                 *          ^       .u    «# 

,    -     ^     ^,        ,,        ^,          .             ,  ^"^    length    we    are    favoured    with    Mr. 

speak  for  truth  rather  than  victory,  he  Warburton's  Medical  Profession  BiU,  and, 

more  often  gains  votes  than  is  com-  a^r    anxiously    waiting    nearly    or  quite 

monly  imagined ;   and  on  the  other,  "^^®**  y®^»  ''^^^  ^^^  "^^  S^t  ?    A  bill  for 

that  when  the  sense  of  the  assembly  L'^S^^e'ctbrnJ':?  rllX; 

was  decidedly  against  him,  even  Marc's  and    defending    them  from  the  nameroui 

quiet  good  sense   would   rarely   have  ''^^"iders  with  whom  they  have  long  beeo, 

gained  the  day.  S^  f)l  are,  moat   «h«neftaiy  peatcitd? 

^  —1_               ^  No — ^far  from  it :  instead  of  this  we  have  a 

When  controversy  waxed  hot,  and  bill  contaming  fifty-nme  complicated  claases. 

questions  became  irritating,  ("  ce  qui  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  which,  in  my  hmnble  opinion, 

arrive  parfois  dans  les  assemblies  de  Jl'?^;!!' '*'!,.!:~'H°",T  "^  ""''n 

^*  X       fiv    %*          I    « 1    1  .  "'®  contrary,  sliamefully  debase  it  ;   and  I 

con&eres,  )    Marc    held    lus    tongue,  reaUy  thmk  we  cannot  do  better  than  thank 
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Mr.  Warburton  for  the  pains  he  has  taken,  The  duties  of  the  sub-registrars  are  de- 

(for  undoubtedly  pains  he  has  taken),  and  scribed  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  clauses,  and 

respectfully   request   him   to  withdraw  his  require  **  the  medical  practitioner  to  supply 

proposed  measure.  them  a  schedule  of  name,  address,  branbh  of 

The  Bill  commences  with  a  declaration,  medicine,  and  nature  and  dates  of  his  quali- 

*'  That  it  is  expedient  that  all  male  persons  fications."       "  But,''      says     the     clause, 

practising  medicine  in  the  United  Kingdom  ("  hear  it,   all  ye  physicians,   fellows  and 

should  be  registered,   &c.,   &c."     Now  I  members  of  our  UniTersities  and  Colleges — 

would  ask  Mr.  Warburton,  or  any  other  hear  it  all  ye  members  of  the  Royal  College 

person  concerned,  what  is  the  intent  or  use  of  Surgeons — attend  to  it  all  ye  members 

of  this  registration  ?    Are  we  not  already  of  the  Worshipfol  Company  of  Apothecaries, 

registered  ?     the    phjrsicians   and  surgeons  and  all  ye  students,  physicians,  and  surgeons 

in  their  respectiTe  coUeges,  and  the  apothe-  in  embryo,  who,  at  diis  present  moment,  are 

caries  in  the  rolls  or  books  of  their  own  fagging  hard  at  your  studies,   in  order  to 

company.     These  lists  are  regularly  printed  gain  the  diploma — attend    to,    admire    at, 

(those  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  I  believe,  and  weep  over  this  clause ;  but,  above  all, 

annually),  and  maybe  easily  obtained;  the  ye  chemists,  druggists,  quacks,  mountebanks, 

names  and  residences  of  the  principal  phy-  and  pretenders,  read  it  and  rejoice — 

sicians  and  surgeons  are  inserted  in  the  Court  ,^                            .     . .    ^ 

Kalendar,  and!  if  it  be  considered  necessary  2?,J®^  "P  ^T'  ?*P*'t*??  ♦»? °  ^^  ^^* 

*       "r.^»  Zi                   wuBH*ciw»  uc>^Bi»i  J  »|.ju  ^ukened  echoes  bid  the  welkm  ring; 

to  publish  the  names  and  residences  of  every 

practitioner  in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  it  for  this  crowns  all) — "  But,"  says  the  clause, 

may  Burely  be  done  just  as  easily  as  a  list  of  "  if  he  do  not  hold  a  medical  qualification, 

the  Army  or  Navy  :  but  do  the  public  require  then,  whether  it  is  as  being  a  chemist  and 

any  further  registration  than  what  they  now  druggist  that  he  practises  medicine  in  chief, 

possess?     The  names  of  the  heads  of  the  andif  under  the  Apothecaries'  act,  or  a  right 

profession  are  so  well  known  throughout  the  acquired  by  usage  before  that  act  was  pass^ ; 

kingdom,  indeed  throughout  the  world,  that  or  whether  he  practises  medicine  in  chief, 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt,   were  a  letter  without  either  holding  a  medical  qualifica- 

written  in   China  or    Japan,    and   merely  tion,  or  being  a  chemist  and  druggist." 

addressed  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  or  to  Sir  Here's  a  pretty  pack— here's  a  rare  set,  to 

Benjamin    Brodie  —  England,    such    letter  be  registered  and  called  the  medical  practi* 

would  very  readily  reach  its  proper  destina-  tioners  pf  Great  Britain  !      But  who  can 

tion.     With  regard  to  the  provincial  practi-  possibly  be  meant  by  this  last  class  ?     Those 

tioners,  every  individual  is  well  known  in  his  who  ''practise  medicine  in  chief,  without 

own  neighbourhood,  and  very  many  of  them  either  holding  a  medical  qualification,   or 

far  beyond,  and  I  believe  I  may  very  safely  being  a  chemist  and  druggist."     Probably 

assert  that  each  and  all  of  them  are  perfectly  any    quack   fellow  of  the  Morison  or  St. 

satisfied  with  the  present  mode  in  which  John  Long  School=— the  physician  or  sur- 

their  names  are  registered  in  the  several  in-  geon's  footman  or  groom,  perhaps — or  the 

stitutions  whence  they  have  obtained  their  lad  who  sweeps  the  apothecary's  or  druggist's 

permission  or  license  to  practise.     We  re-  shop,  and  carries  out  his  medicine, 

quire  no  further  registration ;  but  we  require  As  I  before  observed,  this  registration  is 

that  each  and  all  the  several  medical  institu-  to  be  compulsory,  for  Clause  17  declares  "  it 

tinns   in  the   United   Kingdom   should  be  shall  not  be  lawfUl  for  any  unregistered  per- 

legally  authorized  to  enforce  an  obedience  to  son,  even  although  he  hold  a  medical  quali- 

their  laws  ;   that  their  members  should  be  fication,  to  act  as  a  medical  practitioner,  in 

entitled  to  claim  a  suitable  remuneration  for  part  of  the. United  Kingdom ;  any  custom, 

their  services,  and  to  prevent  improper  or  or  thing  contained  in  anystatute,  gift,  grant, 

unauthorized  persons  from  practising  any  or  deed,  or  by   any  by-law,  regulation,  or 

branch  of  the  medical  profession.  statute  of  any  corporate  body  to  the  contrary 

For  this  said  useless  registration,  which  it  notwithstanding."     So  that  the  highest  me- 

secms  is  to  be  compulsory,  an  annual  tax  is  dical  degree  will  not  entitle  a  man  to  practise 

to  be  imposed  "  to  pay  the  costs  of  adrainis-  without  registration,  yet  any  man  may  claim 

teringtheAct;  any  deficiency  to  be  specially  to  be  registered,  and  when  registered  may 

supplied  by  Parliament."     But  the  chief  use  jtractise  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's  domi- 

of  this  tax  is,  not  in  any  way  to  benefit  the  nions  without  any  medical  degree  or  qualifi- 

members  of  the   medical   profession — God  cation  whatever. 

help  them,  poor  slaves ! — bnt  to  create  a  fund  I  may  have  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the 
for  paying  a  gang  of  registrars  and  sub-  clause,butIhavenotnii8quoted  the  words, and 
registrars  to  be  appointed  thro aghoat  the  to  me  it  appears  the  mostdaring,  barefaced  en- 
United  Kingdom,  who,  like  the  Assistant  couragementofquackery,  and  the  grossest  in- 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  will  doubtless  be  suit  to  our  Universities  and  Colleges  I  ever  met 
paid  their  himdreds  and  thousands  per  annum  with.  What !  shall  a  number  of  highly -edu- 
for  their  worse  than  nonsensical  services.  cated  gentlemen,  who  have  regularly  taken 
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Uieir  degrees  in  medicine,  be  debarred  from  EIGHTEBN^P^RNNY  VACCINATION. 

practice  nnleas  they  are  daased  and  rc^;istered  ....^ 

with  a  iet  of  paltay  adventurers  posseasing         -.   .».  »»j--       r*^    »r^j    f#«     *a 

no  medical  qu2Sfipition  whatcrer  ?    Truly,         ^  '*«  ^«'^  "^^^  ^^^^  «>"««*• 

Kr.Warburton  must  consider  us  a  let  of  sad  Sm, 

ninoompoopt.      Mr.  WarinuiOT's  medical  j^,  Gnaidiana  of  tht  Brentfonl  Unida 

prof««B  Ml,  fonootii  l-Hjall it  rather  Mr.  y^,^^  o. <iiB SOth  nit.,  addressed  a  eiitabr 

Warburton'a  medical  atrngoisher,  for  he  ^  ^J  ^^^dent   general  practiticnn,  is. 

seoM  mchned  to  use  It  as  such  to  dl  ow  ^pOrfng  whedier  they  w«iW  wednste  apoa 

oWmilitutiOTjwhidihewouldprtoutwith  STtmntrtated  in  pi«e89  of  thecUwilar 

aa^m^  mdiffercnce  aa  he  wouhlsomanr  of  the  Poor  L«r  CcSgdaanaeia  (lia.  at 

But,  good  Mr.  Warburtoi.  pri'thee  have  a  ^^^S^S^^^^^'^t^T^l^'^i 

care ;  these  said  old  mstitutions  have  pro-  ind,  to  obtain  the  emioiinBee  of  some  «bs 

duced,  and  still  continue  to  produce,  not  a  .^^  .j,,^  ^^^  ^  ^^  modda^  a  seeoad 

few  menofrealgentlemMily  spirit,  "bright,  was  held  yeaterday.    ITia  neidt  ^.  thifc  cf 

and  shining  lights,     which,  without  espe-  the  thirty-three  geoeial  practttieneis  residiK 

cial  caution  on  your  part  wiU,  most  assuredly,  ^jty^  ^  Union,  twenty-aeren  have  sab- 

venr  «svcrcjy  burn  your  finjsors.  gg^bed  the  dedaiation.  of  whieh,  at  thdr 

In  addition  to  tins  registration  scheme,  ^qnest,  I  forward  a  copy  for  y«mr  notice  or 
the  19th  clause  proposes  tiiat  "  three  medi-  jniption.  ©«*,— though,  aa  a  nardian,  ^ 
cdcouncilsahaU  be  constituted,  one  for  Eng-  ^.jifi^  f^^  j^j^  j^  ^'^^^  ^  coo- 
land,  one  for  Scotiand,  and  one  for  Ireland,  J^     j,  ^eU  known  ta  be  favooiable  to 
(»ch  to  consist  of  36  councillors,  12  of  whom  ^^e  higher  charge,  and  the  nmainiag  five- 
shall  be  non-mcdical  men,  nominated  »id  ^^^  by  varions  canaea  pr«veutod  from 
appomted  bythe  Secretary  of  Stote  for  tiie  .^^^^.^  virtually  pledgi^  not  to  accede 
Home  De^rtment,  and  of  these  three  ooun-  ^  the  present  terms  of^eCommissioDers. 
cils  of  108  persons,  12  members  are  to  be  ^  j,  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  so  ei. 
annually  chosen  from  each  councU  to  forra  y^  ^f  ^^       g^  unanimity  wfll  not  be 
a  Umted  Medical  Senate  of  36  persons.     Of  j^sf  ^n  the  meSod  men  of  other  Unwes. 
each  12,  four  persons  are  to  be  chosen  from  I  am   sir 
the  non-medical  dimion."  Your  veJy  obedient  servant. 

Why  non-mcdical  men  are  to  be  admitted  PRAicia  A.  B.  Bosnit, 

members  of  a  council  whose  office  is  to  make  h^q^  gee  to  the  lUetii^*. 

by-laws  and  regulate^e  affairs  of  the  medical  Brentford,  Oct.  14th»  IMO.                           * 
profession,  I  am  at  ^  loss  to  conceive,  and 

why  the  Secretary  of  State  is  to  interfere  in  ..--     .-•         ,     .   ^*^j  ^I'v      -^_   ... 

the  business  I  am  equaUy  unable  to  com-  Wk,  the  undersigned  MediMl  Fractitionert, 

prebend ;  but  the  whole  biU,  from  begin-  ^^^fS  >n  the  Brentford  Union,  do  hweby 

ning  to  end,   is    a    trumpery,    disgusting  ^^}"^  o^r  adhesion  to  the  foUowmg  Rtso- 

farrago,  and  the  most  shameful  insult  to  the  ^^^^^*  ^bich  was  unanimously  adopted  at  a 

medical  profession   I   ever  perused:  it  is,  meeting  of  Medical  Practitioners  resitfng  ra 

doubtless,    intended  to  overthrow  aU  tiie  ^\  ^^  Y^T'  .^"  ^    ^^  ^^  ^     ^ 

existing  medical  and  surgical  colleges  and  October,  1840,  viz. :-- 

universities  in  the  United  Kingdom.     But  ,,      Resolved  that  this    Meeting  consider 

this,  I  trust,  will  not  be  easUy  accomplished.  **»^'  the  sum  of  one  shiUmg  and  sixpence  « 

Let  me  beg  every  member  of  the  Royal  ?°*  a  sufficient  remuneration  per  case,  nndcr 

College  of  Surgeons  in  London  to  bear  in  ^}^  Vaccination  Act,  recollecting  tiiat  aU 

mind  the  oath  he  to<Jk  when  he  obtained  his  ^^^^^^  """y  *^»^  themselves  of  it ;  and  thai 

diploma,  to  ''support  to  tiie  utmost  of  his  ^  answer  be   returned  to   tiie  Board  of 

power  tiie  dignity  and  welfare  of  the  Col-  Guardians,  respectfully  dccUning  their  offer, 

lege."     The  heads  of  the  profession,  tiie  and  at  the  same  time  proposing  to  undertake 

several  members  of  the  councils  of  the  Royal  *°^  ^^^^  *'  ^^  shilhngs  and  sixpence  per 

Colleges,  both  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  *^**^'         /tt       ^  „        ,       -  \ 

tiiroughout  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  will,  I  (^^ere  follow  the  27  signatures.) 

have  no  doubt,  view  the  matter  in  its  proper ' 

light,  and  pursue  such  course  as  will  enable       NORTH  OP  ENGLAND  M£DICAL 
them  to  crush  thefilthy  monster  ere  it  breathe.  ASSOCIATION 

Having,  sir,  thus  done  what  I  conceive  to 

be  my  duty,  in  expressing  the  faults  of  this  At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  of 

bill,  I  beg  leave  to  conclude,  by  subscribing  this  Association,  held  on  Wednesday,  Oct 

myself  14th,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  unanimously : — 

G.  Hauvky.  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting. 
tiie  Medical  Profession  Bill  of  Mr.  War- 
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biirton,  M.P.  te  not  suited  to  tte  want,  of       PACULTY  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND 

the  community  nor  to  the  wishes  of  the  sTTRfiwnVQ  np  rr  AQPnw 

members  of  the  medical  professioii."  SURGEONS  OP  GIASGOW. 

"That  the  Seon^sry  be  requested  to  qom-  (Prom  a  Corregpandeni.J 

monicate  the  foregoin;  resolatioii  to  the  .    

editors  of  the  London   medical  journals.  It  had  long  been  a  point  in  dispute  whether 

and  to  the   Medical  AsBOoiations    of   the  the  holders  of  the  degrees  of  **  Doctor  in 

United  Kingdom."  Medicine"  and  "  Master  in  Surgery,"  wero 

■ ■ entitled  to  act  as  general  pracdtioners  witiiin 

WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY.  *^  counties  of  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Ayr,  and 

.  Dumbarton,  without  submitting  to  an  ex- 

This   Society  met  for  the  first  time  this  «mination  and  bemg  licensed  bj  the  Faculty 

season  on  Saturday,  the  17th,  at  the  Ezetfer.  of  Physicians  and   Surgeons   of   GUwgow. 

HaU  Rooms  in  the  Strand.    The  meetings  The  University  of  Glasgow  mamtained  the 

are  to  be  continued  every  Saturday  evening  affirmative,  contending  that  their  Degrees 

during  the  season,  at  the  same  pkce.     It  is  conferred  such  title  to  practise  in  any  depart- 

not  our  mtention  to  report  the  proceedings  ment  of  the  healing  art  within  these  bounds 

unkas  on  extraordinary  occasions.  as  well  as  elsewhere ;  but  the  Faculty,  whilst 

' —  they  admitted  that  holders  of  the  D^ee  of 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  SIR  B.  BRODIE.  J^octor  in  Medicibe  from  any  famous  uni- 

rwnvji.           ^       ^  ^       v.,  versity  conferred  the  right  of  practising  as  a 

*     P^"^^'.' w**o?*S^*^*"^^"?*^  liiiyWciaii  every  where,  asserted  tiiat,  in  the 

to  tiie  testin^omal  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  terms  of  a  Royal  Charter,  granted  to  their 

took  place  m  St.  George  s  Hospital,  Mr.  predecessors  and  confirmed  by  act  of  parlia- 

Fuller  m   the  duur.     The  secretary,  Mr.  ment,  they  were  constituted  a  corporation, 

C.  Hawkins,  read  the  report,  stating  that  witii  tiie  special  charge  of  the  districts  above 

343  subscribers  bad  enrolled  tiieir  names,  referred  to,  to  take  care  tiiat  no  unfit  person 

and  that  the  amount  of  subscriptions  ave-  should  practise  tiie  heaHng  art  tiierein  ;  tiiat 

raged  ;£^60.    The  committee  recommended  it  was  their  duty  to   call  all  practitioners 

that  the  testimomal  should  be  as  histing  and  witiiin  tiiese  counties  before  them  ;  if  actinr 

pubbc  as  possible,  and  came  to  the  conclu-  as  physicians  to  cause  them  to  exhibit  tiieir 

sion  of  suggestmg  to  tiie  meeting  one  which,  testimonials  ;  and  if  acting  as  general  prac 

while   It   marked  their  admiration  of  the  titioners  to  cause  them  to  submit  to  an  exa- 

talents   and  cl»racter    of    Sir  B.   Brodie,  mination,  and  if  found  qualified,  to  confer 

would  also  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  their  license  accordingly. 

the  interests  of  the  surgical  profession ;  and  After  a  lengtiiened  Utigation  before  the 

with  these  objects  m  view  they  proposed  for  Supreme   Court  in   Scotiand,   and   latterly 

the  concurrence  of  tiie  meeting,  tiiat  a  die  before  the  House  of  Peers,  it  was  definitively 

be  made,  having  a  profile  of  Sir  Benjamin  settied  on  the  7th  of  August  last,  by  tius 

Brodie  on  one  'side,  and  an  inscription  on  award  of  that  right  honourable  House— 

the  reverse,  from  which  a  model  might  be  i.    That  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 

taken  to  be  annually  awarded  as  a  surgical  Surgeons  of  Glasgow  are  alegaUy  constituted 

prize,  to  be  caUed  "  The  Brodie  Testimonial  corporation,  agreeably  to  their  charter  from 

Prize,'    to  be  contended  for  by  the  whole  the  crown  in  1599,  duly  ratified  by  parlia- 

profession,  and  that  the  distribution  of  the  ment  in  1672. 

prize  should  be  committed  to  the  CoUege  of  2.  That  as  such  the  Faculty  have  power 

Surgeons  m  London,  and  that  that  body  to  debar  from  the  practice  of  surgery  all 

be  soUcited  to  undertake  the  task  of  award-  persons  who  have  not  submitted  to  exami- 

ing  the  prize,  the  amount  and  value  of  which  nation  before  them,  and  who  have  not  ob- 

would  depend  upon  the  amount  of  subscrip-  tained  their  license  to  practise. 

^^^'    V           .        t^       ,  3.  That  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Physic 

On  the  motion  that  the   report   be  re-  from  a  University  where  medicine  is  taught, 

ccived,  It  was  moved,  seconded,  and,  on  a  does  not  enable  the  graduate  to  practise 

division  carried,  tiiat  the  awarding  of  the  surgery  witiiin  the  bounds  specified  in  the 

prize   should  rest  with  the  officers  of  St.  charter. 

George's  Hospital;  when  a  committee  was  4.  That  in  like  manner  a  testimonial  of 

appointed  to  carry  the  spirit  of  tiie  report,  skill  in   surgery,  from  a  university  where 

with  the  amendment,  into  operation.     The  surgery  is  tought,  or  the  Degree  of  Master 

thanks  of  the    meeting   were   then  voted  in.  Surgery   recentiy    introduced    into  the 

to  the  chairman.  University  of  Glasgow,  'does  not  entitie  the 

possessor  to  practise  surgery  within  these 

bounds. 

Tiie  Lords  of  Sessions,  summed  up  their 
decision  in  these  four  very  distinct  propo- 
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ritions,  and  the  House  of  Peers  confinned 
this  decision. 

The  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Glasgow,  therefore,  are  now  confirmed 
by  the  highest  legal  sanction  in  the  empire, 
in  their  rights  as  a  corporation,  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  counties  of  Lanark, 
Renfrew,  Ayr,  and  Dumbarton,  and  as 
bearing  a  Commission,  under  royal  and 
parliamentary  authority,  to  debar,  by  fine 
and  interdict,  all  persons  attempting  to 
practise  medicine  within  these  bounds  with- 
out shewing  proper  testimonials,  or  to  prac- 
tise surgery  without  their  examination  and 
license  ;  which  examination  cannot  be  legally 
dispensed  with  or  superseded  on  account  of 
the  {Ycrsons  so  attempting  to  practise  surgery 
being  holders  of  one  or  other  of  the  academic 
honours  of  Doctor  in  Medicii^  or  Master  in 
Surg^ery,  or  being  possessed  of  any  other 
diploma,  certificate,  or  testimonial  whatever. 


ANNUAL  EXAMINATION 

OP  THE 

CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  BOTANICAL 

PRIZES, 

GIVEN  BY  THE  COMPANY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Examination  paper,  October  14M,  1840. 
Hours  from  10  a.m.  till  10  p.w. 

1.  Describe  the  elementary  organs  of 
plants,  with  their  modifications. 

2.  State  the  opinions  of  Schleiden  with 
respect  to  the  chemical  composition  of  the 
elementary  organs,  and  of  the  subsequent 
deposits. 

3.  What  are  the  special  properties  of 
cellular  tissue  ? 

4.  What  is  the  structure  of  the  bark  ? 

5.  What  are  the  uses  of  the  bark  ? 

6.  Describe  the  usual  structure  of  the 
stem  of  an  exogen  :  the  structure  of  the  stem 
of  Phytocrene  gigantea :  of  the  Coniferse : 
the  Cycadaceae  :  and  of  arborescent  ferns. 

/.  How  is  wood  formed  ? 

8.  What  are  the  functions  of  the  leaves  ? 

9.  Name  any  instance  in  which  spiral 
vessels  are  supposed  to  perform  the  function 
of  transmitting  fluids. 

1 0.  Describe  the  general  and  tpecial  cir- 
culation of  the  sap. 

1 1 .  What  is  the  cause  of  the  motion  of 
the  sap } 

12.  Wliat  are  buds  ;  and  in  what  do  they 
differ ;  firstly,  according  to  their  situations  ; 
and  secondly,  according  to  their  contents. 

13.  Describe  the  organs  which  the  buds 
evolve  ;  name  each  stage  of  metamorphosis ; 
and  state  which  parts  of  the  several  organs 
are  analogous  to  each  other. 

14.  How  is  the  ovule  developed  in  Santa- 
laceoe  and  Loranthaceas  ? 

15.  What  is  the  structure  of  the  embryo  ? 


16.  What  are  the  dementary  sobstaDon 
which  are  met  with  in  plants  ? 

1 7.  What  are  the  conditions  necessary  for 
the  germination  of  a  seed,  and  the  physicsl 
and  chemical  changes  which  accompany  that 
process.' 

18.  What  alteratlona  taie  place  in  the 
ripening  of  fruits  ? 

19.  What  are  the  names  and  essfntiii 
characters  of  the  danea  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  arranged  according  to  the  nstnnl 
system  ? 

20.  State  the  essential  character!  tad 
medical  properties  of  the  ibllowiDg  nstortl 
orders : — 

1.  Ranunculacee  and  its  sub-ordcn. 
2.  Umbellifene  and  its  sub-orders.  3. 
Myrtacese.  4.  Cucnrbitacee.  5.  Pun* 
floraceie.  6.  Guttiferte.  7.  Sapiodscec. 
8.  Enphorbiacese.  9.  Rutaoes.  10.  Me* 
lanthaceie.  11.  Amaryllidaceae.  12.  Smi- 
]tuxa.    13.  Filioes.    14.  Fungi.    15.  Algs. 

21.  Give  the  generic  characters  of  Ctwtwi, 
CBnantAe,  jEthtua,  Solannmj  Nieotima, 
Atropa,  Datvra,  and  Hyotcyamut. 

22.  Describe  fully  (in  Latin)  tiie  plinti 
numbered  1,  2,  3,  4  ;  and  refer  them  to 
their  proper  natural  orders. 

[The  plants  were — 1.  Lechenanltia  for- 
mosa.  2.  Erica  taxifolia.  3.  Crowes  btifo- 
lia.     4.  Westringia  longifolia.] 

N.  B.  Ward. 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

KeptatEDUonTOK^Latiti^e  51^*^7  32".V. 
Longitude  0"  3*  51"  W,  qf  Greenwich, 

Oct, 
Wednesday  14 
Thnnday 
Friday    .' 
Ssturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Tuesday 

Wind  S.W.  on  the  14th ;  N.W.  on  the  Utb : 
W.  on  the  I6th ;  N.W.  and  N.R.  on  the  17th ; 
S.W.  on  the  18th-,  W.  on  the  19th ;  and  K.W.od 
the  90th. 

On  the  14th  and  following dav  generally  cinr; 
the  l6th  and  three  following  days  cloudy,  with 
rain ;  the  19th,  morning  clondy,  with  xmt 
otherwise  clear ;  the  20tb,  generally  clear. 

Rain  fallen,  *115  of  an  inch. 
Charles  Hbnry  Apams. 

NOTICE. 

Dr.  Franz's  paper  is  in  type,  but  its  in- 
sertion has  been  unavoidably  postponed. 

ERRATA. 

In   Dr.  Prichard's   Lecture,  page  11, /^ 
Mr.  Carlyle  read  Mr.  Carmichael. 

On  the  wrapper  of  last  No.  Mr.  Hallwtf 
styled  Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  Infirm&ry 
by  a  mistake  of  our  printer. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street.  Londoo- 
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LECTURES  lectures,   except    perhaps   in  a  quotation, 

again. 

In  strictness  of  languagei  one  erent  is  held 


ON  THE 


PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  to  be  the  cause  of  another  event  which  fol- 

PHYSIC  ^^^^  ^^'  when  the  first  being  absent,  the 

*  second  never  occurs — ^and  the  first  being 

Delivered  at  King*8  College,  London,  present,  the  second  never  faib  to  occur, 

unless  some  other  event  intervene  to  prevent 

Br  Hr.  Watson.  it.     But  the  causes  of  disease  will  not  bear 

to  be  spoken  of  after  so  strict  a  fuhion.  We 

perceive  that  certain  external  circumstances 

Lecture  VI.  (quee  not  circumatant)  often  precede  such 

/t--^-    *  J'  ^         J'  J-    t'^    &.«..«^  -,-.-  »nd  such  diseases;  and  that  the  diseases 

^^5     iS'*  '^"^r"^^      It    TJL:  -eUom  happen  when  these  circumstances 

dispottng  and  esctttng  eausei.     Enume-  oreViou-iv  observable  •  and  we  beirin 

ration  of  catues,  at  connected  with  the  jre  not  previously  ooservaoie,  ana  we  i^ 

^i,^^.^hL.^ r^^li  ^^  A^i^h «/»*«»«*__  to  regard  those  circumstances  as  excitmg 

atmoaphere-'food  and  drtnk—potaone—  ^  ^            diseases.    We  find  that  the 

exeretBe — eleep — mental  and  moral  con-  *^"*"»  "■  "'"°"  ««««»».     «c  «««  i—i. 

diHons-hereSiary  tendenciee  -  malfbr-  **"***^  u"*   "?>.  '^''ZJ^''^T^ 
matione.     Temperature,     mcteofheat  persons  known  to  have  been  expc^ 
^.    f     ij                        -w         .f  agency  of  the  presumed  causes,  than  among 
^  ^    '  persons  who  are  not  known  to  have  been  so 
The  causee  of  diseate  are  commonly  ar-  exposed.    The  evidence  at  first  is  presump- 
ranged  under  three  heads — as  predisposing,  tive  only.     But  the  more  uniform  their  con- 
exciting,  or  proximate.  junction,  and  the  more  rare  their  disjunction, 
Of  these  three,  the  last  mentioned,  or  the  the  more  confidently  do  we  ascrilMB  to  the 
proximate  cause,  is  nothing  else  than  the  two  consecutive  events  the  relation  of  cause 
actual  disease  itself — the  actual  condition  of  and  effect.     By  this  kind  of  observation  a 
that  part,  or  of  those  parts  of  the  body,  from  number  of  exciting  causes  of  disease  have 
wliich  the  whole  train  of  morbid  phenomena  been  dearly  established  to  be  such, 
essentially  flows.    When  we    know  those  But  recollect,  certain  circumstances  being 
parts,   and    that   condition,  we  name  the  present,  such  and  such  diseases  do  qften^ 
disease  accordingly.     When  we  do  not,  we  not  alwaySf  follow.    Some  persons  are  more 
call  the  complaint  after  the  group  of  symp-  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  operation  of 
toms  by  which  it  is  characterized.  The  term  many  of  these  ascertained  causes  than  others 
proximate  cause  is  therefore  an  unnecessary  are ;  and  the  same  persons  more  liable  to  be 
teim : — it  is  moreover,  to  learners,  a  puz-  influenced  by  the  same  cause  at  one  time 
zling  term,  and  tends  to  give  to  the  consi-  than  at  another.  And  special  circumstances, 
deration  of  disease  a  scholastic  and  repulsive  existing  in  particular  cases,  will  be  found  to 
aspect.     I  wish  you  to  get  into  the  habit  of  account  for  ^is  variable  operation  of  known 
contemplating  the  whole  science  of  medicine  exciting   causes    upon    the    bodily  health, 
under  its  simplest  and  plainest  form.     I  am  These  special  circumstances  may  properly  be 
sure  we  may  very  well  abolish  the   term  called  predispoting  cautee.   Thus,  of  a  score 
proximate  cause  altogether ;  and  having  now  persons  exposed  to  the    same  noxioas  in- 
given  an  explanation   of  its   meaning,  for  fluence — to  the  combined  influence  of  wet 
your  guidance  when  you  meet  with  it  in  and  cold  during  a  shipwreck  for  example — 
books,  I   shall  never  employ  it,  in  these  one  shall  have  catarrh,  another  rheumatism, 

674.— XXVII.  N 
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a  third  pleurisy,  a  fourth  ophthalmia,  a  fifth  Now  the  asoertained  causes  of  disease  sre 

inflammation  of  the  bowels,  and  fifteen  shall  many  and  varions.    Whatever  ministen  to 

escape  without  any  illness  at  all.     A  man  life,  health,  or  enjo3nsiait,  may  become  the 

shall  do  that  with  impunity  to-day,  which  medium,  under  changing  drcumstancra,  of 

shall  put  his  life  in  jeopardy  when  he  repeats  pain,  disease,  or  deadi.    The  atmosphere, 

it  next  week.     It  is  not  therefore  the  excit-  in  which  we  are  constantly  immersed,  is  fall 

ing  cause  alone  that  in  all  cases  determines  of  dangers.     Both  the  organic  and  the  inor- 

the  disease.     Something — ^nay  much — or  all  ganic  world  of  matter  around  us  abound  in 

—will  frequently  depend  upon  the  condition  poisons ;  they  lurk  in  our  very  food,  which 

(if  the  body  at  the  time  when  the  exciting  becomes  pernicious  when  taken  in  excess,  or 

cause  is  applied : — and  this  condition  of  the  when  it  consists  of  certain  substances,  or 

body,   wMch  we    call   predisposition,  will  oertaul  admixtures  of  substances:  so  that 

depend  upon  circumstances  then  or  pre-  there  really  was  much  truth,  as  well  as  some 

▼iously   in   operation— and   these   circum-  humour,   in   the    startling    motto  to  Mr. 

stances  ajne,  in  our  language,  predisposing  Accum's  book  on  adulterations — '*  There  is 

amses.  death  in  the  pot***     Our  passions  and  emo- 

Do  not  confound,  as  many  seem  to  do,  tions  also,  nay  even  some  of  our  better  im- 

the  predisposition  with  the  circumstances  pulses,  when  strained  or  perverted,  tend  to 

creating  it.     The  predisposition  is  a  certain  our  physical  destruction.     The  seeds  of  our 

state  of  the  body — the  predisposing  cause  is  decay  are  within  as  well  as  around  us. 

what  produces  that  state.    The  cause  of  the  Let  us  enumerate,  however,  a  little  more 

predisposition  is  the  predisposing  cause  of  particularly,  the  various  known  sources  of 

the  disease.  A  predisposing  cause  may  there-  disease,  with  the  view  of  making,  afterwanLt, 

fore  be  defined  to  be  anything  whatever  a  few  practical  comments  upon  some  of 

which  has  had  such  a  previous  influence  on  them. 

the  body  as  to  have  put  it  in  a  condition  of  Chemical  and  mechanical  injuries.  —  I 

greater  susceptibility  to  the  exciting  cause  shall  pass  over,  in  this  enumeration,  nearly 

of  the  particular  disease.  all  chemical  and  mechanical  injuries — inas- 

It  is  sometimes  difficult,  or  impossible,  to  much  as  these  belong  to  surgery, 

say  of  a  given  cause  whether  it  ought  to  be  Atmospheric  influences, — Under  the  head 

ranked  among  the  exciting  or  the  predis-  of  atmospherical  causes,  we  shall  find  that 

posing  causes  :  whether  it  has  prepared  the  those  varieties  in  the  state  of  the  air  whidi 

system  for  being  affected  by  some  other  proceed  from  mere  differences  of  degree  in 

agent,  or  whether  it  has  itself  produced  the  its  natural   qualities  may  be  productive  of 

disease;  but  for  the  most  part  the  distinction  disease.     Such  are — extremes  of  heat  and 

is  real — and  sufficiently  well  marked — and  of  cold;    sudden  variations    of   temperature; 

great  importance  to  be  attended  to.  excessive  moisture  or  excessive  dryness ;  dif- 

Diseasemay  sometimes  be  averted,  even  in  ferent    electric    conditions;   differences   of 

despite  of  strong  and  fixed  predisposition  to  pressure,  as  measured  by  the  barometer ;  a 

it,  if  we  know,  and  can  guard  against  the  deficiency  of  light. 

agencies  by  which  it  is  capable  of  bedjig  ex-  Again,  the  atmosphere  may  be  a  source  of 

cited.    A  man  may  inherit  a  proclivity  to  disease  in  consequence  of  its  being  loaded 

consumption,  yet   fortunately  escape  that  with    impurities.     Malaria — contagions   of 

fatal  complaint  by  timely  removal  to  a  warm  various  kinds — and  noxious  gases  in  general, 

and  equable  climate,  and  by  other  suitable  may  be  considered  as  so  many  poisons, 

precautions;  that  is,  by  avoiding  whatever  Nutriment. — ^Undertheheadof«ac^rB»eH/ 

tends  to  rouse  the  dormant  tendency  into  we  may  place  the  use  of  food  of  which  the 

action.     On  the  other  hand,  disease  may  quality  is  bad  and  hurtful ;   this  canse  also 

often  be  warded  off,  notwithstanding  the  strictly  belongs  to  the  class  of  poiaons  :<— 

jNresenoe  and  application    of   its    exciting  again,  an  insufficient  supply  of  healthy  food : 

cause,  when   its    predisposing   causes  are  — a  still  more  common  cause  is  &rcest  in 

ascertained  and  can  be  prevented.     In  pro-  eating  and  intemperance  in  drinking, 

portion  as  the  body  is  weakened  or  ex-  Poisons. — ^The  numerous  poisons  which 

hausted,  it  yields  more  readily  to  the  per-  are  not  comprehended  under  either  of  the 

nicious  influence  of  contagion,  or  malaria ;  foregoing  heads  are  also  prolific  aooroes  of 

but  by  obviating  all  causes  of  debility,  and  disease. 

fortifying  the  system,  we  walk  with  com-  Employments — Another greatclassamomg 

parative  security  amid  surrounding  pesti-  the  causes  of  disease  might  be  formed  by 

lence.  considering  together  the  influence  of  various 

Diseases  sometimes  occur,  when  no  ex-  trades  and  avocations  which  are  directly 

citing  cause,  when  no  cause  at  all,  has  been  injurious  to  the  health  of  those  who  punue 

apparent.    All  that  we  can  say  of  such  cases  them. 

(which  are  not,  however,   very  firequent)  JSarercsse.— We  know,  by  ample  expe^ 

is,  that  the  causes  have  not  hitherto  been  rienoe,  that  a  certain  amount  of  bodily 

discovered.  exercise  is  essential  to  good  health.   We  see 
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the  evU  eofuequenDes  of  mvch  overstepping  nearly  as  poeeible  under  the  aame  external 

that  amount,  in  the  deformities  and  diaoitlers  circumstances,  that  we  gain  the  sorest  and 

that  resolt  from  too  serere  and  continued  most  satisfactory  evidence  in  respect  to  the 

labour.     But  a  much  more  numerous  train  causes  of  disease.     And  hence  it  is  that  the 

of  complaints  follows  the  opposite  state —  experience  of  those  medical  men  who  are 

that  in  which*   from    indolence,   or  from  employed  in  our  fleets  and  armies  is  so 

necessity,  but  little  exercise  is  used.  Taluable.     Dr.   Alison   has  well  remarked 

Sleep. — Excessive  indulgence  in  eleep  on  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  whole  num- 

the  one  hand,  and  long  continued  want  or  ber  of  men  whose  diseases  fall  under  the 

interruption  of  repose  on  the  other,  are  apt  notice  of  military  and  naval  practitioners 

to  give  rise  to  serious  maladies.  are,  in  many  respects,  exactly  alike :  the 

Menial  andmoraleaueet. — ^Very  many  dis*  men  are  generally  healthy  adults  in  the  first 

eases  have  a  mental  origin.  Elxoessive  Intel-  in8tance---the  circumstances  in  which  they 

lectual  toil — the  domination  of  violent  pas-  are  placed  are  thoroughly  known  to  the 

sions — ^the  frequent  recurrence   of   strong  observer — and  indeed  are  often  to  a  certain 

mental  emotions — vicious   and    exhausting  degree  at  his  disposal ;  they  are  often  sud- 

indnlgenoes, — each    and    all  will  sap  the  denly  changed  also— and  changed  sometimes 

strength,  and  grievously  impair  the  health  of  as  to  one  portion  of  the  whole  mass  of  indi- 

the  body  :  and  perhaps  there  is  no  cause  of  viduals,  while  they  remain  unchanged  as  to 

corporeal  disease  more  clearly  made  out,  or  another  portion :  so  that  his  opportunities 

more  certainly  effective,  than  a  continuance  of  observation  partake  in  some  measure  of 

of  mental  anxiety  and  distress.  the  nature  of  experiments,  and  being  made 

Hereditary   tendeneiee  to   dieeate,   and  upon  a  large  scale,  they  are  especially  in* 

maiformationg. — ^When  we  add  to  this  cata-  teresting  and  conclusive.     In  point  of  feet  a 

logue  of  the  sources  of  disease  all  those  great  deal  has  been  learned,  with  absolute 

morbid  tendencies  which  are  hereditary'^  certainty,  upon  this  subject, 

and  those  which  flow  from  original  iNa(^-  Hitherto  I  have  simply  enumerated  the 

motion,  and  are  congenital — ^we  shall  have  a  principal  causes  of  disease : — but  conceiving 

tolerably  complete  list  of  the  manifold  dan-  a  bare  enumeration  of  this  kind  to  be  of 

gers  to  which  our  mortal  frames  are  con-  but  little  use,   I  shall  enquire  somewhat 

tinually  liable.  more  nearly  into  the  nature  and  mode  of 

There  are  several  points  of  view  under  operation  of  several  of  them  now :  of  others 
which  the  consideration  of  these  causes  of  I  prefer  to  speak  in  connexion  with  the  par- 
disease  mig^t  be  shown  to  be  interesting,  ticular  diseases  to  which  they  give  rise. 
We  might  enquire,  for  example,  which  of  You  will  not  consider  the  enquiry  super- 
them  are  commonly  predisposing,  which  fluous.  To  know  the  cause  of  a  disease  is 
exciting  causes ;  and  what  are  the  circum*  sometimes  to  be  able  to  cure,  often  to  be 
stances  which  are  found  to  render  the  same  able  to  prevent  it.  In  some  cases  the  cause 
agent  at  one  time  merely  a  predisposing,  and  is  beyond  our  power,  but  an  acquaintance 
at  another  time  an  exciting  cause.  with  its  nature  may  teach  us  how  to  mo- 

We  might  also  separate,  with  some  ad-  derate    or    to    remedy    its    consequences, 

vantage,  tibose  causes  of  disease  to  which  the  There  are  many  diseases  also  over  which 

human  body  is  often  and  necessarily  exposed,  medicine  has  very  little  control,   but  the 

from  those  which  consist  in  agencies  that  causes  of  which,  when  ascertained,  may  be 

are  of  local  or  temporary  existence  only,  avoided,    or    extinguished.     Such    causes. 

But  without  multiplying  tiiese  artificial  dis-  when  they  do  not  happen  to  be  removable 

tinctions,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  advert  to  by  individual  efforts,  are  often  susceptible  of 

them  either  when  speaking  more  in  detail  of  extinctionby  theunited  measures  of  a  oommu- 

partieular  causes,  or  when  speaking  of  the  nity.  And  for  this  reason  it  is  very  desirable 

disorders  they  have  produced.  that  correct  opinions  respecting  the  causes 

In  our  investigations  into  the  causes  of  of  disease  should  be  widdy  difflised  among 

disease,  great  caution  is  necessary  in  order  the  public ; — and  there  is  no  way  in  which 

to  avoid  being  misled  by  individual  cases,  information  of  this  kind  is  so  likely  to  be 

1^  circumstances  capable  of  influencing  made  generally  known,  as  by  communicating 

the  bodily  health  are  so  various — so  many  it  to  medical  students  who  are  about  to 

of  them  are  ^t  to  be  in  operation  at  the  scatter  themselves  in  all  directions  over  the 

same  time^^nd  so  little  power  have  we  of  face  of  the  land. 

exdnding  them,  one  after  the  other,  so  as  to  I  shsU  proceed,  then,  in  the  first  place,  to 
asoeitain  the  exact  efficacy  of  each--4hat  our  the  consideration  of  heat  and  eold,  as  ex- 
observations  respecting  their  rdative  or  their  temal  agencies  capable  of  producing  disease, 
actual  effects  are  open  to  modi  fUlacy.  We  Temperaiure, — ^The  range  of  atmospheric 
endeavour  to  escape  this  souroe  of  mistake  temperature  compatible  with  human  life  is 
by  repeating  and  multiplying  our  observe-  very  considerable.  Its  limits  are  probably 
tions.  But  it  is  by  tracing  diseases  as  they  just  those  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  that 
■Act  considerable  masses  5l  men,  placed  as  belong  to  the  lower  strata  of  the  air  in  tfao 
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different  parts  of  the  planet  on  which  man  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  a  dog  in  iInmI 

is  destined  to  exist.    Under  the  burning  twenty-eight  minutes.    Hie  nturiouf  air  of 
sunshine  of  the  tropics,  and  amid  the  pro-  .  the  stove  had  probably  more  to  do  with  the 

found  frost  of  the  polar  regions,  we  alike  speedy  deaths  of  these  animals,  than  the 

find  human  dwellers.    These  different  de-  bieat.    The  truth,  upon  this  subject,  may  be 

grees  of  external  temperature  impress  indeed  said  to  have  beoi  discovered  by  accident 

peculiar  physical  characters  upon  those  who  In  the  years  1760  and  1761,  MM.  Du- 

are  subjected  to  them,  but  tiiey  do  not  of  hamel  and  Tillet  were  appointed  to  devise 

necessity  extinguish    life,  nor  even  cause  some  means  of  destroying  an  insect  which 

disease.     It  requires  more  care,  however,  to  consumed   the    grain    in    the  province  of 

preserve  life  under  intense  cold  than  under  Angoumais  in  Fnnoe.  They  found  that  this 

intense  heat.     In  some  parts  of  India  the  could  be  done  by  subjecting  the  com,  and 

temperature  ranges  for  a  long  time  together  the  insects  contained  in  it,  in  an  oven,  to  a 

from  80  to  100,  and  even  110**  of  Fahren-  degree  of  heat  great  enough  to  kill  the  insect, 

belt's  thermometer :  I  believe  it  sometimes  but  not  so  g^reat  as  to  hurt  tiie  grain.    In 

reaches  120**.     We  can  form  some  estimate  order  to  ascertain  the  precise  heat  of  the 

of  this  heat  by  remembering  the  oppressive  oven,  they  introduced  into  it  a  thermometer 

effect  of  the  lowest  of  these  temperatures —  placed  upon  the  end  of  a  long  shovel.    The 

that  of  80^ — ^to  which    the    thermometer  mercury,  when  the  thermometer  was  with- 

sometimes  rises  in  this  country  in  the  hot  drawn,  was  found  to  indicate  a  degree  of 

weather    of   summer.     But  these  tropical  heat    considerably  above    that    of   boiling 

climates  are  very  thickly  peopled.     In  the  water.     But  M.  Tillet  was  aware  that  the 

arctic  countries,  on  the  other  hand — in  the  thermometer  had  sunk  several  degrees  as  it 

northernmost  parts  of  America  for  example,  was  drawn  towards  the  mouth  of  the  oven, 

where  the  sun  appears  above  the  horizon  for  While  he  was  puzzled  to  mvent  some  way  of 

a  short  part  of  the  year  only,  and  where  the  determining  more  exactly  flte  actual  degree 

thermometer  sinks  to  40  or  50^  below  zero —  of  heat,  a  girl,  who  was  one  of  the  attendsnti 

we  still  find  inhabitants  indeed,  but  they  are  on  the  oven,  offered  to  go  in,  and  to  muk 

few,  and  thinly  scattered.    This  mainly  de-  with  a  pencil  the  height  at  which  the  mer- 

pends,  no  doubt,  upon  the  scanty  supply  of  cury  stood.     And  she  did  enter  the  oven, 

human  food  in  those  parts  of  the  world ;  but  and  remained  there  two  or  three  minutes, 

something  also  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  de-  and  then  marked  the  thermometer  at  100^ 

pressing  influence  of  extreme  cold  upon  the  of  Reaumur,  which  nearly  equals  260°  of 

vital  powers.  Indeed  the  deficiency  of  human  Fahrenheit.  M.  Tillet  then  began  to  express 

food  is  itself  owing  to  the  restraining  effect  some  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  girl,  but 

of   a  low  temperature  upon  organic  life,  she  assured  him  that  she  felt  no  incon- 

Under  a  degree    of   temperature   a   little  venience,   and   remained  in  the  oven  ten 

greater  than  that  at  the  equator — or  a  little  minutes  longer,  during  which  time  the  mer- 

less  than  the  lowest  around  the  poles— it  cury  reached  the  288th  degree  of  Fahrenheit's 

seems  probable  that  man  would  soon  perish,  scale — ^which  denotes  76^  of  heat  above  that 

And  in  this  fact  we  have  one  striking  ex-  of  water  when  it  boils.    When  she  came  oat 

ample  of  the  adaptation  of  external  nature  to  her  complexion  was  considerably  heightened, 

the  physical  constitution  of  the  human  race,  but  her  respiration  was  by  no  means  quick 

Bnt,  for  a  $hort  time — mid  under  certain  or  laborious.    This  experiment  was  after- 

eircunutaneet — man  is  capable  of  enduring  wards  repeated.     Another  girl  remained  in 

a  very  much  higher  degree  of  heat  than  the  the  oven  as  long  as  the  former  had  done,  at 

open  and  general  atmosphere  ever  attains  the  same  temperature,  and  with  the  same 

even  in  the  hottest  portions  of  the  earth,  impunity.     Nay,  she  even  breathed,  for  the 

Whether  he  could  continue  to  exist,  even  for  space  of  five  minutes,  air  heated  to  about 

a  little  while,  under  a  much  more  intense  325°  of  Fahrenheit— or  113^  above  that  of 

cold  than  ever  occurs  naturally  on  the  sur-  boiling  water, 

face  of  the  globe,  ia  more  questionable.  The  publication  of  these  facts  naturally 

Bstemat  ^eete  qf  heat. — It  was  long  excited  the  curiosity  of  scientific  men,  and 

believed  that  the  human  body  could  not  be  other    experiments   were    soon    instituted, 

safely  exposed,  even  for  a  short  time,  to  a  Dr.  Dobson,  of  Liverpool,  and  several  other 

degree  of  heat  much  exceeding  that  which  is  persons  with  him,  shut  themselves  up  in  the 

met  with  in  hot  climates.  This  belief,  which  sweating  room  of  the  public  hospital  there, 

we  now  know  to  have  been  erroneous,  was  the  air  haring  been  heated  till  the  quicksilver 

strengthened  by  the  result  of  some  experi-  stood  at  224^  of  Fahrenheit.     They  did  not 

menta  made  by  the  celebrated  Fahrenheit  experience  any  oppressive  or  painAil  sense* 

himself,  and  related  by  Boerfaaave  in  his  tion  of  heat.     Dr.  Fordyce  and  Dr.  Blagden 

Chemistry.     Some  animals  were  shut  up  in  made  some  remarkable  trials  of  the  same 

a  sugar-baker* s  stove,  where  the  mercury  kind.    They  entered  rooms  artificially  heated 

stood  at  \A6P.    A  sparrow  died  in  less  than  to  a  very  high  degree,  sometimes  naked,  and 

seven  minutes,  a  eat  in  rather  more  than  a  sometimes  with  their  clothes  on,  and  bore  the 
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atnordinarf  temperature  of  240**,  and  even  frame  of  a  high,  yet  \&m  ezoefsive,  tempera- 

260^,  for  a  oonsiderable  time,  with  very  Uttie  tore  of  the  air  ? 

inoonvenience.  In  all  these  experiments  it  One  very  constant  effect  of  heat  is  that  of 
was  found  that  the  animal  heat,  as  ascer-  stimulating  theor^onfryvne/iofw  of  the  body, 
tained  by  thermometers  placed  under  the  We  have  seen  that  the  temporary  application 
tongue,  or  grasped  in  the  hand,  was  scarcely  of  great  heat  accelerates  remarkably  the 
increased  at  all ;  and  the  respiration  but  action  of  the  heart :  the  pulse  was  uniformly 
little  affected :  but  the  pulse  was  very  much  found  to  be  much  increased  in  frequency  in 
quickened.  The  frequency  of  Dr.  Blagden's  the  persons  who  made  trials  of  their  powers 
pulse  in  one  instance  was  doubled.  You  may  of  endurance  in  heated  rooms.  We  have 
read  a  detailed  account  of  these  experiments  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  in  the  annual 
in  the  Philosophical  Transactions;  but  to  give  changes  that  take  place  in  the  vegetable 
you  a  more  lively  notion  of  the  degree  of  kingdom  at  a  given  place,  the  summer  re- 
heat to  which  the  bodies  of  these  gentlemen  newing  its  foliage,  the  winter  checking  and 
were  exposed,  I  may  tell  you  that  their  repressing  it ;  and  still  more  in  the  superior 
watch-chains,  and  other  pieces  of  metal  luxuriance  of  vegetation  in  warm  climates  as 
about  them,  became  so  hot  that  they  could  compared  with  cold.  And  the  same  obser- 
scarcely  be  touched  ;  when  they  breathed  vation  applies  to  tiiose  functions  which 
upon  Uie  thermometer,  the  mercury  imme-  animals  possess  in  common  with  plants, 
dmtely  sunJt  several  degrees  ;  each  act  of  Towards  the  poles  both  man  and  the  lower 
expiration  produced  a  pleasant  feeling  of  animals  are  smaller  than  at  the  equator, 
coolness  in  the  nostrils,  and  they  cooled  Liunseus  remarks  that  the  hares,  partridges, 
their  fingers  by  breathing  upon  them.  In  and  other  animals  which  inhabit  the  northern 
and  by  the  same  heated  air  which  they  climes,  are  considerably  smaller  in  size  than 
respired,  eggs  were  roasted  quite  hard  in  the  same  species  in  more  southern  countries, 
twenty  minutes,  and  beef-steaks  were  And  Mr.  Tooke,  in  his  View  of  Russia, 
dressed  in  thirty- three  minutes ;  and  when  observes,  ''As  we  approach  nearer  to  the 
the  air  was  blown  upon  the  meat  by  means  north  pole,  both  the  animal  and  vegetable 
of  bellows,  it  was  sufficiently  cooked  in  productions  of  nature  become  more  and  more 
thirteen  minutes.  stunted.        The   ordinary    stature    of   the 

It  is  ascertained,  then,  beyond  all  doubt,  Samoyedes  seldom  exceeds  four  or  five  feet) 

that  the  human  body  is  capable  of  sustaining  and  their  whole  exterior  corresponds  with 

these  very  high  degrees  of  temperature, /or  their  dwarfish  size."      The  bodily  stature 

a  ihort  time,  without  detriment.  in  hot  climates  does  not,  I  believe,  exceed 

Facts  of  this  kind  may,  perhaps,  appear  that  which  is  proper  to  the  temperate  zone ; 

to  you  rather  curious  than  useful.     Man  is  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  body  grows  more 

never  submitted  to  any  natural  heat  of  the  rapidly,  and  that  the  sexual  frmctions  are 

air  even  approaching  towards  that  to  which  more  early  developed,  in  ^proportion  as  we 

the  authors  of  the  experiments  I  have  been  approach  the  equator :    and  this  is  to  be 

describing  voluntarily  exposed  themselves,  attributed  to  tiie  stimulus  of  heat  acting 

But  a  knowledge  of  extreme  cases  always  upon  the  organic  functions,  and  upon  the 

tends  to  throw  light  upon  those  that  lie  circulating  system  in  particular. 

between  the    extremes  ;     and    the    direct  On  the  other  hand,  and  in  some  sort  as  a 

results  arrived  at  in  these  philosophic  enqui-  contrast  with  this,  we  may  observe  that  con- 

ries  are  not  barren  of  practical  utility  to  siderable  heat,  when  applied  for  some  time 

members  of  our  profession.     It  is  not  long  together,  has  a  sedative  or  depressing  in- 

ago  that  a,  man  was  found  almost  dead  in  an  fiuenoe  upon  the  animal  Junctions ,  i.  e., 

oven :  he  expired  a  quarter,  of  an  hour  after  upon  the  nervous  system,  causing  languor 

"^ewastaken  to  one  of  the  Borough  hospitals ;  and  Lassitude — ^want  of  energy — a  disioclina- 

and  an  inquest  was  held  upon  his  body,  tion  to  exertion,  both  bodily  and  mental. 

The  newspaper  report  of  the  case  (which  is  Under     favourable     circumstances,    and 

the  only  one  I  have  seen)  states  the  tempe-  where  due  precaution  is  exercised,    it  is 

rature  of  the  oven  to  have  been  about  120^ —  probable  that  a  very  high  degree  of  natural 

a  candle  was  melted  by  it  in  half  a  minute,  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  may  be  borne 

Now  prior  to  the  trials  just  mentioned  ex-  with  impunity.      Sir  James  M*6rigor  in- 

posure  to  such  a  degree  of  heat  would  have  forms  us  (in  his  account  of  the  passage 

been  held  a  sufficient  cause  of  death.    We  of  the  army  in  1801  from  India  to  Egypt) 

now  know  (and  it  would  be  discreditable  if  that  during  the  march  over  the  sandy  Aesesrt 

we  could  not  support  our  opinion  in  a  court  of  Thebes,   where  the  heat  was  uniform, 

of  law,  or  before  a  coroner,  by  a  reference  though  the  thermometer    in  the  soldiers* 

to  authentic  facta)  that  something  else  must  tents  was  as  high  as  118^,  the  health  of  the 

have  concurred  in  extinguishing  life :   and,  troops  was  equal  to  that  which  they  had 

in  fact,  it  turned  out  that  the  man  ¥ras  drunk  enjoyed  in  any  former  period  in  India, 

when  he  went  into  the  oven.  But  there  are  some  forms  of  disease  which 

But  what  are  the  effects  upon  the  human  are  distinctly  traceable  to  heat  as  their  cause. 
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Hie  effect  of  hot  weather  fai  promoting  creiites  this  predisposition,  holds  Oephoeor 
the  cutaneous  perspiration  is  notorious.     By  a  predisposing  cause  in  respect  to  tiie  inflam* 
the  same  influence  the  hepatic  function  is  mation  that  ensues ;  hut  the  exciting  cause 
rendered  more  active.      Dr.  James  Johnson  is  exposure  to  cold :  one  of  the  most  coin- 
first,    I   think,   distinctly  pointed  out   the  mon  and  hest  ascertained  exciting  causes  of 
sympathy  or  consent  that  obtains  between  inflammation  in  general.     You  are  not  to 
the  liver  and  the  skin,  under  varying  condi-  imagine  that  tiiere  can  be  no  such  thin;  is 
tions  of  external  warmth.    Whatever  may  exposure  to  cold  in  a  climate  where  the 
be  the  explanation  of  the  Ikct,  experience  temperature  of  the  air  is  habitually  above 
has  taught  us  that  a  high  atmospheric  tem*  80®.     Dr.  J.   Johnson,  in    his    book   oo 
perature,  when  its  operation  is  continued  for  Tropical  Climates,    observes  that    on  the 
some  time,  has  a  marked  influence  upon  the  coast  of  Coromandel    the  temperature  is 
liver,  increasing  the  quantity  of  bile  that  is  steady  by  day,  snd  the  nights  are  hot ;  but 
secreted,  and  altering  its  sensible  qualities ;  yet,  he  says,  nothing  is  more  common  than 
and  this  ^Ustuibance  of  function  is  not  unfre-  expo9ure    to    cold   in    this    place.      The 
quentty  followed   by  inflammation  of  the  European  soldier  or  sailor,  idter  the  heat 
gUnd  itself.     In  this  country  we  witness,  occasioned  by  his  employments  in  the  day, 
almost  annually,  the  effects  of  a  succession  strips  off  his  clothes,  and  lies  opposite  a 
of  sultry  weather,  in  those  attacks  of  vomit-  window  or  port,  his  shirt  wet  with  perspirs- 
ing  and  diarriioea  which  are  so  common  tion,  to  ei^oy  the  sea  breese  at  night.    Aad 
towards  the  latter  end  of  summer,  and  in  the  same  author  tells  us  that  the  apphcs- 
tfae  autumn,    especiaOy  when   the    season  tion  of  cold  after  or  during  perspiration 
happens  to  have  been  unusually  hot,  and  commonly  produces  an  attack  of  hepatitis  in 
wMch  result,  apparentiy,  from  the  excessive  some  one  of  its  Various  fbrms.     Now  the 
quantity  or  the  moriiid  state  of  the  bile,  effect  of  that  kind  of  exposure  hei«  described 
The    English  cholera    (a   totally  different  does  not  depend  upon  the  aeimal  tempera- 
disorder  from  that  which  has  of  late  years  ture,  but  upon  the  s»isa/tOR  that  is  produced, 
been  called,  most  improperly,  the  cholera)  and  the  sensation  depends  upon  the  rttatwe 
Is,  as  you  know,  so  frequent  and  general  in  temperature ;   and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
some  yean,  as  to  be  fairly  considered  and  that,  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  by 
termed  an  epidemic  disease.    In  tropical  Dr.  Johnson,  a  strong  sensation  of  cold 
climates  the  same  morbific  operation  of  ex-  would  be  ocouioned,  even  by  a  sea  breese 
temal  heat  is  still  more  conspicuous;  leading  as  warm  as  80^,  or  warmer.     Changes  of 
not  only  to  violent  disorder  of  the  stomach  temperature  seem  to  be  as  readily  fUt  at  one 
and  intestines,  with  the  evacuation  of  large  part  of  the  thermometric  scale  as  at  another, 
quantities  of  vitiated  and  acrid  bile,  but  and  in  whichever  direction  they  take  pUoe. 
also  to  acute  inflammation  of  the  liver  going  Dr.  Walsh  states  that  while  sailing  along  tiie 
on  to  suppuration,  and  the  formation  of  coast  of  Brazil,  after  having    been    long 
large  abscesses.    These  last  diseased  condi-  accustomed  to  a  temperature  of  72**,  a  strong 
tions  are  extremely  rsre  in  this  latitude,  breeze  set  in  from  the  sea,  and  the  thermo- 
The  yellow  complexions  of  those  who  return  meter  fell  to  61**;  (t.  e.,  to  what  we  should 
to  England  after  a  long  residence  in  India  here  call  temperate) ;  **  but,"  he  says,  '*  the 
are  to  be  attributed  to  that  disordered  state  sense  of  cold  from  the  sudden  transition  of 
of  the  liver,  and  of  its  functions,  to  which  temperature  was  quite  painful.     After  bear- 
inch  pereons  are  proverbially  subject,  and  ing  it  for  some  time  shivering  on  deck,  it 
which  has,  in  them,  been  brought  on  by  the  became  intolerable,  and  we  all  went  below, 
influence  of  a  hot  atmosphere,  operating  for  put  on  warm  clothing,  and  dreadnoughts, — 
a  long  space  of  time  together.     Hepatic  and    again    appeared   with    thick    wooUen 
affections,  acute  or  chronic,  are  among  the  jackets  and  trowsera,  as  if  we  had  been  en- 
chief  diseases  to  which  Europeans,  at  least,  tering  Baffin's  Bay,  and  not  a  harbour  under 
are  liable  in  that  climate.  one  6f  the  tropics." 

We  have  here  an  example  of  the  distinction        It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  statement 

1  wish  you  to  notice  between  predisposing  with  Dr.   Parry's  account  of  a  change  of 

and  exciting  causes.  The  heated  atmosphere  temperature  at  the  opposite  extreme  of  the 
stimulates  unduly  the  secreting  function  of    scale,  and  in  the  other  direction.  Havingpre- 

the  liver.     Now  a  secreting  organ  is  never  viously  said  that  the  thermometer  had  fUlen 

so  apt  to  be  afflicted  by  any  exciting  cause  to  13**  below  zero  in  the  night  of  the  2 1st  of 
of  inflammation  as  when  the  process  of    October,  he  goes  on  thus : — **  Hie  wind 

secretion  is  going  on.  This  law,  which  I  yeering  to  the  south-east  on  the  24th  and 
mention  by  anticipation,  depends,  no  25th,  the  thermometer  gradually  rose  to  23o. 
doubt,  on  the  increased  afflux  of  blood  that  I  may  possibly  incur  the  charge  of  affectation 
accompanies  the  act  of  secretion.  The  ex-  in  stating  that  this  temperature  was  mudi 
oessive  activity  of  the  hepatic  function  con-  too  high  to  be  agreeable  to  us ;  but  it  was 
stitutes  thus  a  predisposition  to  inflammation  nevertheless  the  fact,  that  every  body  felt 
of  the  liver.     Tiie  hot  atmosphere,  which    and  complained  of  the  change.    "We  had 
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often  before    remarked    that    conuderttble  in  tropical  climates,  an  eruption  of  pimples, 

alterations  of  the  temperature  of  the  atmos-  attended  with  almost  intolerable  itching  and 

phere  are  as  sensibly  felt  by  the  human  prickling,  and  lasting  for  some  weeks.     It  is 

frame  at  a  very  low  part  of  the  scale  as  in  called  in  India  the  prickly  heat, 
the  higher.     The  difference  consists  only  in 

this,  ^t  a  change  from  -—40**  upwards  to  Effects  qf  external  cold. — Before  -consi- 

about  zero  is  usually  a  very  welcome  one ;  dering  that  most  prolific  source  of  disease 

while  from  zero  upwards  to   the  freezing  which  is  familiar  to  the  commonest  obsenra- 

point,  as  in  the  instance  just  alluded  to,  it  tion  in  sudden  trantitions  of  temperature, 

becomes,  to  persons  in  our  situation,  rather  let  us  enquire  what  are  the  ascertained  effects 

an  inconvenience  than  otherwise."  of  extreme  cold   upon  the  human  frame. 

Besides  the  more  gradual  effects  of  great  Of  course  I  use  the  term  cold  in  its  popular 

heat,  direct  or  indirect,  upon  the  human  acceptation,  as  if  it  were  something  positive, 

body,  it  sometimes  operates  distinctly  as  an  instead  of  signifying  the  mere  privation  of 

exciting  cause,    and  gives    rise    to    more  heat.     It  is  much  more  convenient  to  speak 

sudden  attacks  of  illness.     Persons  who  are  of  it  in  this  way,  and  there  is  no  risk  of  your 

exposed  to  the  dire^  beams  of  a  hot  sun,  being  misled  by  my  doing  so. 

especially  during  any  labour  or  active  exer-  Now  this  inquiry  is  of  more  practical 

cise,  are  apt  to  be  affected  by  what  is  called  interest  to  us  than  that  which  is  concerned 

the  sun -stroke,  the  amp  de  soleil,  insolation :  with  the  immediate  effects  of  extreme  heat. 

they  fall  down  insensible,  and  often  die  in  a  Even  in  this  climate  medical  men  are  not 

very  short  time.    This  disorder  is  common  unfrequently  called  upon,  in  cases  of  injury 

among  troops  in  long  marches  in  India.     It  or  death  produced  by  intense  cold,  either  to 

is  a  complaint  of  which  the  cause  has  long  /emedy  the  morbid  conditions  it  has  caused, 

been    known    by  the    inhabitants    of   hot  or  to  explain  the  mode  and  probability  of  its 

climatea.    There  is  a  case  of  it  related  in  the  operation  in  extinguishing  life. 

Bible.     **  And  Manasses  was  her  husband,  The  effects  of  cold,   as  might  well  be 

of  her  tribe  and  kindred,  who  died  in  the  imagined,  are  in  many  respects  the  direct 

barley  harvest.    For  as  he  stood,  overseeing  opposites  of  the  effects  of  heat.    When  its 

them,  and  bound  sheaves  in  the  field,  tJki  application  is  continued,  it  acts  as  a  sedative 

heat  came  upon  Att  head,  and  he  fell  on  his  upon  theorganicfunctionsboth  of  animals  and 

bed,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Bethnlia."  of  plants.    This  appears  from  the  shrinking 

Pathologists  are  not  agreed  respecting  the  of  the  external  parts  :  the  superficial  arteries 
intimate  nature  of  this  distemper ;  nor  about  become  unable  to  transmit  the  blood  in  the 
the  manner  in  which  it  destroys  life.  Some  usual  quantity  through  the  integuments. 
rqi;ard  it  as  a  sort  of  apoplexy  ;  and  hold  Hence  the  skin  becomes  pale,  and  contract- 
that  death  takes  place  in  the  way  of  coma,  ing  round  the  miliary  glands  and  roots  of 
But  the  most  approved  remedies  of  apoplexy  the  hair,  exhibits  a  roughness  which  is 
— bleeding  and  other  evacuations — ^have  not  compared  to  that  of  the  skin  of  a  plucked 
proved  successful  in  relieving  it.  The  goose,  and  is  technically  called  cif/i«  a*wert»a. 
natives  of  India  prefer  the  pouring  of  cold  By  the  same  contraction  of  the  snudler  ves- 
water  upon  the  head  to  every  other  curative  sels,  and  diminished  circulation,  the  extreme 
measure.  Our  army  surgeons  also  found  and  projecting  parts  are  diminished  in  size, 
that  stimulanta — mm  and  water,  for  instance  Thus,  rings  which  are  tight  on  the  fingers 
— answered  better  than' depletion.  I  have  while  the  body  is  warm,  drop  off  in  cold 
never  seen  this  affection,  but  I  should  con-  weather — and  even  the  shoes  fall  from  the 
jectnre  that  it  is  more  akin  to  the  state  we  feet  during  extreme  exposure.  The  heart  and 
call  concussion  than  to  true  apoplexy.  It  the  whole  arterial  system  becomes  weak.  I 
would  appear  that  the  sun's  rays  act  upon  havealready,  when  speaking  of  the  contrasted 
the  brain  like  a  shock.  The  nervous  system  operation  of  heat,  illustrated  the  depressing 
is  suddenly  and  extensively  influenced,  -end  influence  of  a  low  atmospheric  temperature 
the  heart's  movements  arrested,  as  in  syncope,  upon  the  organic  functions,  by  referring  to 
One  of  Sir  B.  Brodie's  experiments  is  in  the  dwarfish  size  of  both  men  and  the  lower 
favour  of  this  opinion.  He  placed  a  rabbit  animals,  as  well  as  of  plants,  in  cold  regions. 
in  a  basket  in  an  oven  the  temperature  of  We  have  evidence  of  the  same  fact  in  the 
which  was  not  more  than  150®,  ai^d  it  died  slow  development  of  the  functions,  and  par* 
in  a  few  minutes  without  any  apparent  ticularly  of  the  sexual  functions,  in  cold 
suffering.  The  heart  was  afterwards  found  climates  as  compared  with  hot ;  and  in  the 
distended  with  blood,  on  both  sides,  as  after  winter  torpor  of  certain  animals,  which  is 
death  by  asthenia.  very  analogous  with  the  state  of  trees  and 

Great  heat  tends  also  to  the  production  of  shrubs  in  that  season. 

certain  cutaneous  diseases :   it  is  said  that  I  need  not  tell   you  that  to  judge  of  the 

few  Europeans  escape,  on  their  first  settling  effects  of  mere  coldness  of  the  atmosphere 
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we  muBt  take  the  case  of  the  atmosphere  ui  fine  my  remarks  almost  entirely  to  the  cne 

rwt.    The  air  is  a  bad  conductor  of  caloric,  where  general  death — death  in  its  full  and 

and  for  that  reason,  a  much  lower,  as  well  as  ordinary  meaning,  is  either  brought  about, 

a  much  higher  degree  of  temperature,  can  be  or  impending,'  in  consequence  of  esrposore  to 

borne  when  it  is  in  a  state  of  quiescence,  cold. 

than  when  fresh  portions  of  it  are  perpetually        One  of  the  earliest  effects  of  extreme  cold 

brought  into  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  upon  the  system  at  large  has  been  said  to  be 

body  by  currents  of  air.      "  With  the  ther-  a  remarkable  and  overpowering  drowsiness, 

mometer,''  says  Captain  Parry,  "  at  — ^55^,''  But  I  believe  you  will  find  that  most  or  all 

(a  most    fearful    degree  of  cold  you   wUl  of  the  persons  in  whom  this  torpor  has  been 

observe,  55<^  below  zero,  i.e,  87"  below  the  noticed  had  not  only  been  exposed  to  le- 

freezing  point)  ''  with  the  thermometer  at  vere  cold,  but  had  been  using  also  a  great 

— 55^,  and  no  wind  stirring,  the  hands  may  deal  of  exercise:  and  perhaps  the  drowsiDea 

remain  uncovered  for  ten  minutes  or  a  quar-  ought  to  be  ascribed,  in  some  measure  at 

ter  of  an  hour  without  inconvenience ;  while  least,  to  that  exercise.     They  who  attribute 

with  a  fresh  breeze,  and  the  thermometer  it  to  the  cold  alone,  explain  the  ccMuatose 

nearly  as  high  as  zero,  few  people  can  keep  state  in  this  way.     They  say  that  the  chilling 

them  exposed  so  long  without  considerable  of  the  surface  and  eilremities   drives  the 

pain."     And  speaking  in  another  place  of  blood  inwards,  causes  it  to  accumulate  inter- 

the  cold,   when  the  thermometer  was  49**  nally,  and  increases  the  flow  of  blood  towards 

below  zero ;  9  or  10°,   that  is,  below  the  the  head.     One  thing,  however,  is  certain, 

point  at  which  mercury  freezes ;  he   says,  viz.  that  drowsiness  is  not  a  necessary  con- 

"  The  weather  being  quite  calm,  we  walked  sequence  of  exposure  to  severe  cold,  aldiongb 

on  shore  for  an  hour  without  inconvenience,  it  is  a  very  common  consequence.     Dr. 

the  tetuation  of  cold  depending  much  more  Currie,  in  his  Medical  Reports,  gives  a  very 

on  the  degree  of  wind  at  the  time,  than  on  interesting  account  of  the  shipwreck  of  an 

the  absolute  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  American  vessel  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  bj 

as  indicated  by  the  thermometer.   In  several  which  the  greater  part  of  the  crew,  fourteen 

of  the  accounts  given  of  those  countries,  in  in  all,  were  kept  for  twenty-three  hours  in 

which  an  intense  degree  of  natural  cold  is  a  great  measure  under  water,  ^e  temperature 

experienced,  some  effects  are  attributed  to  of  the  water  probably  not  exceeding  33  <x 

it  which  certainly  did  not  come  under  our  34^  of  Fahrei^eit :  and  he  states  expressly 

observation   in  the  course  of  this  winter.  that*none  of  the  men  were  drowsy,  and  that 

The  first  of  these    is  the  dreadful  sensa-  in  no  one  of  the  three  that  perished  was  death 

tion  said    to  be  produced  in  the  lunge,  preceded  by  sleep. 

causing  them  to  feel  as  if  torn  asunder  when  The  overpowering  tendency  of  cold  when 
the  air  is  inhaled  at  a  very  low  temperature,  combined  with  fatigue,  and  perhaps  under 
No  such  sensation  was  ever  experienced  by  certain  circumstances  of  intense  cold  alone, 
us,  though  in  going  from  the  cabin  into  the  to  induce  sleep,  was  strikingly  exempUfied 
open  air,  and  vice  versft,  we  were  constantly  in  what  befel  Dr.  Solander  among  the  hills 
in  the  habit,  for  some  months,  of  undergoing  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  story,  as  given  in 
a  change  of  from  80^  to  100^,  and  in  several  Captain  Cook's  Voyages,  is  well  known, 
instances  120^  of  temperature,  in  less  than  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  had  been 
one  minute :  and  what  is  still  more  extraor-  out  botanizing.  On  their  return  towards 
dinary,  not  a  single  inflamnmtory  complaint  the  ship,  after  various  hardships,  and  after 
(beyond  a  slight  cold,  which  was  cured  by  having  travelled  through  swamps  for  a  oon- 
common  care  in  a  day  or  two)  occurred  siderable  way,  the  weather,  which  had  been 
during  this  particular  period.''  very  fine,  became  gloomy  and  cold,  with 
But  when  the  cold  air  is  in  motion,  in  sudden  blasts  of  piercing  wind,  accompanied 
other  ^ords,  when  there  is  wind,  so  that  by  snow.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  back 
fresh  portions  of  cold  air  are  brought,  in  sue-  to  the  ship  before  the  morning,  they  resolved 
cession,  in  contact  with  the  surface  ;  or  to  push  on  through  another  swamp  that  lay 
when  it  is  accompanied  with  moisture,  or  in  their  wayi  into  tbe  shelter  of  a  wood, 
occurs  under  other  circumstances  favourable  where  they  might  build  a  wigwam  and  kin- 
to  its  operation,  and  to  be  spoken  of  more  die  a  fire.  Mr.  Banks  (as  he  was  then) 
particularly  presently,  then  cold  of  a  much  undertook  to  bring  up  the  rear.  Dr.  So- 
Inferior  degree  of  intensity  may  very  spec-  lander,  who  had  more  than  once  crossed  the 
dily  occasion  partial  or  total  death.  By  mountains  that  divide  Sweden  from  Norway, 
partial  death  I  mean  the  loss  of  vitality  in  and  who  well  knew  that  extreme  cold,  espe- 
certain  parts  of  the  body  only— the  ears,  daily  when  joined  with  fatigue,  produces  a 
nose,  fingers,  toes,  and  feet.  The  parts  thus  torpor  and  sleepiness  that  are  almost  irre- 
affected  are  said  to  be  frost-bitten :  and  the  sistible,  conjured  the  company  to  keep 
mode  of  managing  such  accidents  falling  moving,  whatever  pain  it  might  coat  themv 
within  the  province  of  surgery,  I  shall  con-  and  whatever  relief  they  might  be  promised 
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by  an  inclination  to  rest.    ^Whoever  «tV«  be  called  upon  to  inveatigate  rach  cases: 

doum"  said  he,  *'  will  tleepf  and  whoever  and  as  actual  instances  are  more  readily  im- 

9leep9,  will  ufoke  no  more.**    Thus  at  once  *pre8sed  upon  the  memory  than  any  general 

admonished  and  alarmed,  they  set  forwards ;  description,  I  will  read  yon  a  short  history 

but  they  had  not  gone  far  before  the  cold  illustrative  of  what  I  have  just  been  sajring, 

became  suddenly  so  intense  as  to  produce  from  Captain  Parry's  Journal, 

the  effects  that  had  been  most   dreaded.  "JohnPearson* '^'^  hadhis hands  severely 

Dr.  Solander  was"  the  Jirst  who  found  the  frostbitten,  having  unfortunately  gone  with- 

inclination,   against  which  he  had  warned  out  mittens,  and  with  a  musket  in  his  hand, 

others,  irresistible,  and  he  insisted  on  being  A  party  of  our  people,  most  providentially, 

suffered  to  lie  down.      Mr.  Banks  entreated  found  him,  although  the  night  was  very  dark, 

and  remonstrated  with  him  in  vain :  down  he  just  as  he  had  fallen  down  a  steep  bank  of 

lay  upon  the  ground,  although  it  was  covered  snow,  and  was  beginning  to  feel  that  degree 

with  snow,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  of  torpor  and  drowsiness  which,  if  indulged, 

that  his  friend    kept  him  from   sleeping,  inevitably    proves    fatal.      When    he    was 

Richmond  also,  one  of  the  black  servants,  brought  on  board  his  fingers  were  quite 

hegui  to  linger  in  the  same  manner.    When  stiff,  and  bent  into  the  shape  of  that  part 

he  was  told  that  if  he  did  not  go  on  he  of  the  musket  which  he  had  been  carrying : 

would  in  a  short  time  be  frozen  to  death,  and  the  frost  had  so  far  destroyed  the  anima- 

his  answer  was  that  he  desired  nothing  but  tion  in  his  fingers  on  one  hand,  that  it  was 

to  lie  down  and  die.    The  Doctor  said  he  necessary   to   amputate    three  of  them   a 

was  willing  to  go  on,  but  that  he  must  first  short  time  after." 

take  some  sleep ;   although  he  had  but  a  It  is  what  immediately  follows  this,  that 

short  time  before  told  the  company  that  to  I  was  desirous  of  pointing  out  to  your  at- 

sleep  was  to  perish.     Mr.  Banks  and  the  tention. 

rest  found  it  impossible  to  carry  them,  and  "  The  effect  which  exposure  to  severe  frost 
there  being  no  remedy,  they  were  both  suf-  has  in  benumbing  the  mental  as  well  as  the 
fered  to  lie  down,  being  partly  supported  by  corporeal  faculties,  was  very  striking  in  this 
some  bushes,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they  fell  man,  as  well  as  in  two  of  the  young  gentle- 
into  a  profound  sleep.  Soon  after  some  of  men  who  returned  after  dark,  and  of  whom 
the  people  who  had  been  sent  forward  re-  we  were  anxious  to  make  enquiries  respecting 
turned  with  the  welcome  news,  that  a  fire  Pearson.  When  I  sent  for  them  into  iny 
was  kindled  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  cabin,  they  locked  wild,  and  spoke  thick  and 
the  way.  Mr.  Banks  then  endeavoured  to  indistinctly,  and  it  was  impossible  to  draw 
wake  Dr.  Solander,  and  happily  succeeded  ;  from  them  a  rational  answer  to  any  of  our 
but,  though  he  had  not  slept  five  minutes,  questions.  After  being  on  board  for  a  short 
he  had  almost  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  time,  the  mental  faculties  appeared  gra- 
the  muscles  were  so  shrunk,  that  his  shoes  dually  to  return  with  the  returning  circula- 
fell  from  his  feet.  He  consented  to  go  for-  tion ;  and  it  was  not  till  then  that  a  looker- 
ward  with  such  assistance  as  could  be  given  on  could  easily  persuade  himself  that  they 
him  ;  but  no  attempts  to  relieve  poor  Rich-  had  not  been  drinking  too  freely.  To  those 
mond  were  successful.  He,  together  with  who  have  been  much  accustomed  to  cold 
another  black  left  with  him,  died.  countries,  this  will  be  no  new  remark,  but  I 
In  many  instances,  before  this  complete  cannot  help  thinking  (and  it  is  with  this 
torpor  comes  on,  intense  cold  has  a  curious  ▼lew  that  I  speak  of  it)  that  many  a  man 
effect  upon  the  nervous  system,  blunt-  may  have  been  punished  for  intoxication 
ing  the  sensations,  and  confusing  tiie  intel-  who  was  only  suffering  from  the  benumbing 
lect,  and  giving  to  the  person  exposed  effects  of  frost ;  for  I  have  more  than  once 
to  it  the  appearance  of  one.  intoxicated.  seenourpeopleinastatesoexactlyresembHng 
It  is  very  necessary  that  you  should  be  that  of  tlie  most  stupid  intoxication,  that  I 
aware  of  this,  for  there  is  too  much  reason  should  certainly  have  charged  them  with  that 
to  believe  that  poor  wretches,  who  have  offence,  had  I  not  been  quite  sure  that  no 
been  picked  up  by  the  constables  in  the  streets  possible  means  were  afforded  them  on  Mel- 
at  night,  during  periods  of  ha-^d  frost,  have  ^iUe  Island  to  procure  any  thing  stronger 
been  supposed  to  be  drunk,,  when,  in  truth,  than  snow-water.*' 

they  were  only  stupefied  by  the  cold.     Such  When  persons  in  this  state  are  suffered  to 

a  mistake  is  most  likely  to  be  fatal  to  them :  sleep,  and  the  operation  of  the  cold  continues, 

instead  of  receiving  the  attention  and  treat-  they  become  less  and  less  sensible  to  ex- 

ment  proper  for  persons  in  their  condition,  ternal  impressions,  until  death  closes  the 

they  are  liable  to  be  laid  aside,  by  them-  scene. 

selves,  to  sleep  off  their  supposed  debauch,  

and  the  morning  finds  them  corpses.    It  is 
not  at  all  improbable  that  some  of  yon  may 
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EXPERIMENTS  Section   5.— »No  other  nppearanoes  ob- 

^^T  ,«x,T,  -.^r^r^^^^r^   » ^,^  r,^TTVTTx«  BCTved  ui  thc  vclns  thaii ill  tfac  fomtter expcii- 

ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  ^^nts,  vir.  a  slight  diastole  with  the  auri- 

OF  THE  HEART.  cular  systole,   followed  by  a  systole  with 

auricular  diastole. 

BY    THE     LONDON     COMMITTEES      OF     THE  «"»**-««•  «»«.•*/ 

AND  lo^if-iu.  ventricles  exactly  alternate,   but  in  each, 

whenever  observation  was  careftilly  made, 

EXPERIMENTS  fou  1839>40.  the  auricular  systole  immediately  preceded 

[Continued  from  page  156.]  the  ventricular,  and  the  ventricular  diastole 

^       VTT      T     X.               •.       -.    ,  ^  preceded  the  pause  or  rest,  which  last  was 

Obs.XII.— In  the  second  and  older  am-  g„t  interrupted  by  the  abrupt    auricular 

mal,   which  was  prepared  by  injection  .of  contraction. 

woorara,  and  in  which,  after  establishment  qbs.  XlII.  and  XIV.— July  15th.    8%b. 

of  artificial  breathing,  the  left  ribs  were  cut  j^^^^  .__^  ^^  w  (about  a  twelvemonth  oW. 

quite  close  to  the  mesial  plane,  so  as  to  cr-  prepared  with  woorara-     Very  Uttle  blood 

pose  fully  the  apex  in  every  motion*,  after  ^^J^^  opening ;   animal  not  h«adthy,  a»d 

the  pericardium  was  opened,  the  following  ^^^^  so  as  to  be  iU  able  to  walk  before  the 

results  were  obtained.  operation;  heart  acted  pretty  well),andadoy. 

Section  1. -The  hard  substance  (sole  PA«wm«ifl.— Donkey :  Rhythm  of  mo- 
leather)  weighted  with  lead,  was  applied  to  ^50^3  .  character  of  auricular  actions ;  same 
the  heart,  and  the  same  result  as  in  the  of  the  ventricuhir ;  double  friction  between 
former  experiment  obtamed,  viz.  a  sudden  ^^^  ^^  pericardium  normally  ;  eooentrie 
abrupt  elevation  or  jerk  upwards  of  the  lead  i^p^c  felt  all  over  ventricles  in  systole; 
in  systole,  and  a  stroke  against  the  „^,^^,^  ^^  ^^^  jy^ .  No„„j  ^ouMe 
stethoscope  heard  audibly  at  several  yards,  frfctiona  of  pericardium,  with  other  pbenc 
and  the  range  of  undulation  or  locomotion  jg^^j^g^ 
of  the  lead  was  about  half  an  inch.  Section   1  .—Rhythm  of  motions  of  the 

Section  2.— On  opemng  the  pencardium,  auricles  and    ventricles  was  as  in  fomer 

the  auricles  uid  ventricles  were  acting  as  in  experiments.     First,  auricular  systole,  then 

the  former  observation,  vix.  the  auncles  first  immedUtely  the  ventricular  systole  withoat 

after  the  rest  or  pause,  and  the  ventricles  in^rval,  and  as  if  it  were  a  continuation  by 

immediately  after  the  auric  es.     No  auncuhir  ^d^jation  of  the  former  motion, 

sound  was  det^tibte.     No  distinct  second  g^^^^  2.— Then  the  pause,  duringwhkh 

sound  heard.     Heart  acting  hurriedly,  and  the  auricle  and  ventricle  became  each  dis- 

with  varying  quickness,  but  always  above  ^^^^   ^^  ^^ft  and  flaccid ;   tiie  fonner 

the  healthy  standard.  sliding  its  extreme  margin  downwards  on 

Section  3.— The  motions  of  the  ventncles  ^^  ventricle,  to  retract  it  suddenly  again 

very  conspicuous,  and  as  m  last  observation,  ^^ards  the  smus  in  systole  ;  and  the  Utter 

V12.  striking  diminution  of  horizontal  trans-  protruding  its  apex  and  sides,  so  as  to  be 

verse,  and  of  longitudinal  diameters,  and  m-  cnhirged  in  every  direction  except  that  of 

crease  of  transverse  vertical   diMneter    in  the  transverse  vertical  diameter,  to  retract 

systole,  and  m  diastole  mcrease  of  the  two  both  apex  and  sides  in  the  following  systole, 

former  diameters,  and  decrease  of  the  Ust ;  and  at  the  same  to  rise  upwards  in  its  central 

and  in  systole  the  apex  was  raised,  as  was  arts  with  an  impubse. 

^e  whole  body  of  heart,  by  an  elevation  of  Section  3.~-Before  opening  pericardium 

tiie  central  longitudinal  axis,  eflfected  partly  the  condition  of  that  sac  was  carefully  ob- 

by  the  assumption  of  a  globular  form  in  the  gerved,   and  it  was  noted  that  while  the 

previously  compressed  central  inferior  sur-  pericardium  remained  stationary  under  all 

face,  and  partly  by  the  visible  protrusion  of  circumstances,    the    heart    suflFered    much 

the  prevwusly  depressed  central  supenor  change  in  shape  and  size,  so  that  there  was 

surface  of  the  vmtricles.    ^.       ,       ^    ^    ^  in  every  part,  And  especiaUy  over  the  auricles. 

So  long  as  this  observation  lasted,  both  a  to-and-fro  motion  of  the  cardiac  pcri- 

auncles  seemed  to  act  with  equal  vivacity;  oardium,  on  the  external  biyer  of  that  sac; 

the    right  auricle  bemg,  however,  snipped  a  friction  in  one  direction  in  systole,  and  in 

long      after    the    ventncles    had    ceased,  the  opposite  in  diastole, 

the    blood    gushed    out    only   when    the  Section  4.— The  impulse  before  observed 

auricle    contracted,    and    the    hemoijhage  was  obtained  by  the  finger  appUed  to  any 

ceased  nearly  during  the  diastole  of   the  part  of  thei  ventricle  in  systole. 

*""^*^-                Section  5.— The  cava  observed,   and  a 

*  The  former  was  opened  in  the  same  way,  and  *^Us^^    action     noted,     via.     a     diastole, 

with  the  same  cflRect.  followed  by  a  systole,  the  former  with  a 
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wave-like  flenmtion  of  motion  from  the  heaart  easily  diatiiiguished ;  also  the  jerking  over 

'downwards,  and  accompanying  the  aurionlar  the  orifices,  &c.  &c. 

systole,    and   immediately    preceding    the  Section  6. — ^The  anricular  systole  appa- 

ventricular.  rently  audible,  but  the  sound  not  separated 

Section  6. — ^The  separator  was  introduced  by  any  yery  distinct  interval  from  the  in- 

into  the  mitral  aperture,  and  a  murmur  was  stantly  succeeding  ventricular  sound,  which 

beard,  but  ihs  heart  ceased  too  soon,  owing  however  it  preceded  rather,  and  certainly 

to  errors  in  the  process  of  insufflation,  to  preceded  to  tiie  senses  of  touch  and  hearing 

allow    of   the    experiment  being  properly  together,  the  hardening  and  rounding  of  the 

followed  out.  ventricle. 

Obs.  XIV. — Same  day  a  dog,  small,  and  Section  7. — In  the  dog  as  in  the  ass,  the 

perhaps  two  years  old,  was  poisoned  with  motions  were  slow   comparatively  in    the 

prussic  add,  and  then  prepared  as  usual,  heart,  auricles  as  well  as  ventricles.     The 

The  heart  acted  pretty  well  for  nearly  half  right  ventricle  first,  and  afterwards  the  left 

an  hour.  ventricle,  was  penetrated  with  a  slender  glass 

Section  1. — The  stillness  or  inertness  of  tube,  drawn  out  for  a  couple  of  inch^  at 

the  free  pericardium,  and  constant  succession  lower  end,   and  the  result  observed.      In 

of  changes  of  shape  and  size  in  the  heart,  systole  there  was  a  sudden  rise  in  the  tube, 

vraa  caid^y  observed.     The  heart  being,  and  a  slight  subsidence  in  diastole.     The 

for  the  sue  of  the  animal,  much  larger  than  subsidence  was  but  slight,  the  greatest  not 

that  of  a  donkey,  the  experiment  was  much  being  in  the  left  ventricle  more  Uian  half  an 

less  troublesome,  from  that  cause  as  well  as  inch,  and  in  the  right  ventricle  still  less. 

from  the  greater  facility  of  manipulation  of  The  sinking  of  the  blood  in  the  tube  in 

a  smaller  animal.  diastole    was  such  as  might  be  caused  by 

Every  systole  of  the  auricles  produced  a  a  sudden  withdrawal  of  an  impulse  suffi- 

double  friction,  vis.  one  against  the  external  ciently  energetic  (like  that  of  the  systole)  to 

layer  of  the  pericardium,  and  one  against  overcome  gravitation  abruptly,  and  so  as  to 

the  fundus  of  the  ventricles,  or  periphery  of  excite  a  jet  in  a  tube'  containing  a  fluid 

the  auricular  orifices ;  and  every  diastole  of  column,  sustained  by  a  constant  pressure 

course  produced  friction  in  the  opposite  di-  (such  perhaps  as  might  be  produced  by  the 

rections ;  and  every  systole  of  ventride  pro-  venous  influx)  from  below. 

duced  friction  longitudinally  firom  apex  to  Section  8. — In    both  hearts    the    right 

fundus,  and  transversely  from  side  to  side  cavities  were  relieved  from  distension  before 

all  round  the  body  of  the  heart ;  while  every  complete  cessation  of  action ;  and  the  areas 

ventricular  diastole  induded  friction  in  the  of  ventricles,  judging  by  apparent  extent  of 

opposite  directions.  walls  opened  and  spread  out,  seemed  in  no 

Section  2. — ^The  rhythm  of  the  heart's  degree  to  differ. 

motions  was  as  before,  vis.,  1st,  the  auricu-  Obs.  XV.  and  XVI. — July  18th.     Ope- 

lar  systole ;  2dly,  immediately  tiiereafter  the  rated  on  two  donkeys,  of  from  4  to  8  months 

ventricular,  and  without  marked  interval,  old. 

but  as  if  the  Latter  motion  were  but  a  con-  Phenomena, — 1st  donkey.     Glass  tubes 

tinuation  of  the  former,  by  a  sort  of  continued  introduced  into  left  auricle  and  ventricle, 

undulation ;  and  Sdiy,  the  pause  consusting,  and    results   noted.       Normal    pericardial 

first,  of  auricular  diastole,  and  then  including  frictions  observed,  and  several  others. 

the  immediately  succeeding  ventricular  dias-  Phenomena. — 2d  donkey.      Blunt  hook 

tole,  and  interrupted  first  by  the  auricular  and  screw  sucessively  interposed  between 

systole.  mitral  valves,  with  considerable  modification 

Section  3. — Cava  observed  and  motion  of  first  sound :   also  spontaneous  abnormal 

noted,  vis.  a  diastole  followed  by  a  systole,  sounds ;    auricular  systolic  sound ;  results 

the  former  synchronous  with  the  auricular  of  introduction  of  glass  tubes  into  heart's 

systole,  the  li^er  immediately  following.  cavities.     Confirmation  of  former  observa- 

Sectioo  4. — ^The  subdavian  artery  laid  tions. 

bare    unintentionally    for    several    inches,  Woorara  injected  in  each  case.      In  the 

forming  an  arch  more  than  two  inches  in  first  the  operation  very  successful,  but  in 

length,  and  observed  to  lengthen  without  the  second,  a  second   dose  of  two  grains 

straightening   in   systole   of  heart,  and  to  required. 

shorten  slightly,  but  sensibly,  in  ventricular  In  the  former  mudi  blood  lost,  owing  to 

diastole.  an  acddental  cut  made  in  hastily  opening 

Section  5. — ^As  in  every  former  distinct  the  trachea  for  artificial  breathing. 

observation,  the  sensation  of  impulse  per-  The  heart  found  acting  rapidly,  hurriedly, 

oeptible  on  every  portion  of  the  ventricular  and  with  a  rhythm  unfavourable  for  obser- 

surftboe.    The  shortening,  rounding,  harden-  vation.     Second  sound  not  distinct, 

ing,  and  devation  of  the  central  longitudinal  The  experiments  intended  were  two,  vis. 

axis,  and  increase  of  the  transverse  vertical  stopping  the  mitral  valves  by  an  interposed 

diameter  alone  of  the  body  of  the  heart,  blunt  hook  introduced  through  auricle,  or  by 
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a  screw-shaped    wire    similarly    admitted*  others,  and  mors  short  and  abrupt ;  sod  tiM 

Bat  owing  probably  to  profuse  haemorrhage,  second  was  often  wholly  wanting,  or  too 

the  first  sound  was  not  sufficiently  normal  indistinct  for  observation, 

for  that  experiment,  and  the  second  experi-  Section  2. — Farther,  there  was  observed 

ment  was  made,  m. : —  a  feeble  dull  sound,  very  short  and  npkl, 

Section  1 . — Glass  tubes  drawn  out  at  one  synchronous  with  the  left  auricular  syetde, 

extremity  were  pushed  with  a  rapid  rotatory  and  somewhat  anterior  to   the  ventricQlar 

motion  into  the  auricle  and  Tentricle  of  left  hardening  and  uprising,  but  scarcely  sept* 

side,   and   the   column  of  blood  observed,  rated  by  any  distinct  interval  from  the  ven* 

That  in  the  auricle    gave  no   satisfactory  tricular  sound,  and  rather  continued  into  it 

result,   owing    to    sanguineous    exhaustion  in  a  manner  resembling  the  apparent  psHige 

apparently,  and  the  consequent  insufficient  of  the  auricular  systole  into  that  of  the 

distension  in  diastole,  and  slight  amount  of  ventricle. 

contraction  in  systole  in  the  auricle.     But  Section  3. — The  glass  tubes  were  in  th» 

this  much  was  noted ;  viz.  that  a  very  short  experiment  introduce  as  before  with  etmiUr 

column  that  filled  the  drawn-out  part  was  results.     Nothing  striking  occurred  in  that 

not  drawn  in  in  diastole,  yet  neither  was  it  passed  into  the  auricle,  but  a  very  short 

very  strikingly  lengthened  in  systole.    The  column    being    obtained,  and   that  nearly 

ventricle  gave  better  results,  viz.  a  column  stationary :    owing  probably  to  the  anrick 

rose  rapidly  by    successive    stages,  rising  having  been  penetrated  in  several  pisoet  bj 

some  lines  at  each  systole,  and  continuing  the  hook  and  screw,  so  as  to  suffer  escape 

almost  stationary  at  each  succeeding  diastole,  more  readily  by  the  other  orifices.    Bat  the 

and  at  length  overflowing  the  tube,  and  ventricle  gave  like  results  ss  in  the  former 

pouring  over  in  large  drops  at  each  systole,  esse,  viz«  a  colunm  rising  in  systole,  sta« 

Section  2. — ^Thefrictions  between  the  heart  tionary  in  diastole,  and  at  length  reachini 

and  pericardium,  in  systole  and  diastole  of  the  upper  end  so  as  to  overflow.     All  the 

auricles  and  ventricles ;    the   tension   and  previously  observed  phenomena  of  the  mo- 

jerking  motion    upwards    in    systole  and  tions  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles  in  them- 

softening  and  subsidence  in  diastole,  of  the  selves,  and  with  respect  to  each  other,  and 

parietes  of  the  ventricles;  the  abrupt  jerking  with  respect  to  the  pericardium,  were  eon* 

over  the  orifices  in  systole,  followed  by  sub-  firmed  in  this  subject,  so  that  the  descrip- 

sidence  in  diastole ;   the  shortening  of  the  tion  of  those  given  under  the  head  of  tfae 

diameters  lengthwise    and  transversely  in  former  experiment  of  this  day,  themselves 

systole ;  the  immediate  succession,  as  by  a  but   repetitions    of    former    observatioitf. 

continual  undulatory  motion,  of  the  ventri-  must  be  considered  to  apply  to  the  nonnal 

cular  systole  to  that  of  the  auricles ;   the  condition,  without  any  important  restrictioB 

sensation  of  an  undulation  from  fundus  to  or  qualification. 

apex  on  the  ventricles;    the  dimpling  in  Obs. XVII.- — July 26. PAenomeiM — ^Do^ 

systole  of  the  left  auricle  (which  only  was  Distension  and  hardness  of  anrides  daring 

observed),  and  the    equality   post-mortem  a  torpid,  and  as  it  were  semi-paralytic  state 

cordis  of  the  two  ventricles ;  all  those  former  of  ventricles  —  results  of  a  prick  in  left 

observations    were    repeated,    and    former  anride — proofs  of  active  nature  of  auricnlsr 

results  confirmed.  systole — of  negative  character  of  ventricular 

Obs.  XVI.  —  Section  1.  —  The  second  and  auricular  diastole — of  venona  reguii^ta- 

animal's  heart,  when  exposed,  was  acting  tion  during  auricular  systole — and  of  eqoal 

with  more  regularity  than  the  former,  and  size  of  both  ventricles,  &c.  &c.     Confirina^ 

the  blunt  hook  and  screw  were  successively  tion  of  other  former  observations, 

tried.     In  each  case  material  modifications  Section  1. —Heart  actmg  regidarly,  bat 

of  the  first  sound  were  repeatedly  produced  rather  feebly,  though  large  and  muscular; 

by  the  interposition  of  the  instrument  be-  much  distended,  and  on  both  sides  equallf . 

tween  the  valves  in  left  interior  opening ;  Left  ventricle  and  auricle  both  much  dilated, 

but  the  modifications  were  not  constant,  and  and  the  auricle  quite  tense  with  blood,  » 

in  no  case  was  there  any  attempt  made  to  that  the  appendix  could  not  contract  for 

impede  the  right  interior  valves.  This  much,  sonie  time,  until  a  priok  was  made  in  it. 

however,  was  noted ;  that  on  several  ooca-  when  a  jet  was  observed  coincident  with  the 

sions  the  interposition  of  the  instrument  was  systole.     Some  observers  thought  the  jet 

followed  by  murmur  in  the  mitral  opening  synchronous  with  the  systole  of  the  ventricle, 

with  the   systole,   and  by  a  more  obtuse  but  on  placing  the  fingers  in  contact  with 

character  of  first  sound,  and  particularly  by  the  sinus  venosus  and  fitndas  ventriculoram 

a  want  of  sharpness  of  definition  at  its  com-  together,  it  was  plain  that  the  jet  coincided 

mencement.     But  it  is  to  be  added  that  with  the  auricular  systole,  and  preceded,  by  a 

considerable    irregularity    existed    for    the  fraction  of  a  second,  the  ventricular  systole, 

greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  sounds,  viz.  During  the  diastole  of  the  auricles  a  slight 

the-  first   sound    seemed    sometimes,    and  shortening  of  the  column,  as  from  dimiiUahed 

without  apparent  cause,  more  obtuse  than  impetus  from  below,  occuired ;  and  again  is 
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auricular  systole,  a  sudden  lengthening  of  the  feebly,  with  the  normal  rhythm  however; 

column,  to  be  followed  again  by  a  shortening  the  cavities  considerably  dilated. 

in  diastole.  Section  1 . — Glass  tubes,  containing  strong 

During  the  systole  of  the  ventricles,  im-  solution  of  Carb.  Sodae  secured,  during  the 

mediately  succeeding  that  of  the  auricles,  introduction,  by  corks  temporarily  fiz^  in 

and  without  distinct  interval,  no  increase  of  the  wide  end,  were  introduced  by  a  rapid 

the  jet  or  column  occurred ;    ^d  during  the  rotatory  motion  into  the  right  ventricle,  and 

diastole  of  the  ventricles,  no  subsidence,  other  left  ventricle  and  auricle.   Owing  apparently 

than     the    shortening     before     described,  to  awkwardriess  in   the   manipulation,   the 

immediately    after    the    auricular    systole,  result  was  not  throughout  uniform  to  the  eye, 

During  great  part  of  the  observation  of  the  but  the  general  character  of  what  was  ob- 

jet,  the  left  auricle  was  tense  and  hard  almost  served  was  this.  Columns  of  blood  rose  into 

to  the  finger,  and  nearly  immoveable,  and  the  tubes  in  every  case,  and  were  perceived  to 

the  ventricular  kction  waa  dull  and  feeble,  overflow  in  each  case  with  a  slight  jet  in  the 

and  the  ventricles  themselves  were  not  fiiUy  systole  of  the  cavity  penetrated,  and  a  slight 

emptied  in  systole ;  the  heart  appearing  to  subsidence  in  the  diastole, 

have  suffered  considerable  torpefaction  fh)m  At  one  time,  for  a  minute  or  two,  without 

the  poison.  intermission,   the  tubes  were  observed  to 

Section  2. — A  glass  tube  was  introduced  overflow  st^dily  together,  one  being  in  left 

into  the  left  auricle  and  ventricle  in  succes-  auricle  and  the  other  in  the  left  ventricle  ; 

aion,  but  a  clot  soon  forming,   owing  to  each  having  a  slight  jet  or  upward  undulation 

escape  of  soda  solution  during  the  rotatory  in  the  systole  of  the  cavity  containing  it.* 

motion  by  which  the  glass  was  first  intro-  This  experiment  was  comparatively  striking, 

duced,  no  very  decided  result  was  obtained,  owing  to  the  great  difference  in  colour  of  the 

Section  3. — After  the  ventricles  had  be-  two  streams,  viz.  scarlet,  and  deep  crimson 

come  very  feeble,  and  even  the  left  auricle  or  purple. 

become  comparatively  inert,  some  energy  of  During  the  whole  operation  nothing  oc- 
systole  was  observed  in  the  right  sinus,  and  curred  suggestive  of  impulse,  except  of  the 
with  each  contraction  a  wave  of  regurgitation  impulse  upwards  of  the  systoles  of  cavities, 
down  the  vena  cava  inferior ;  viz.  a  diastole  and  the  slight  gravitation  or  subsidence  in 
of  the  vein  immediately  preceding  the  ven-  disastole ;  and  this  latter,  though  often  very 
tricular  contraction,  and  coinciding  with  that  distinct  in  each  tube,  was  sometimes  quite 
of  the  auricle,  and  followed  by  a  systole  imperceptible  in  either.  No  motion  down- 
coinciding  with  ventricular  contraction,  and  wards  in  the  tubes,  such  as  suction  would 
auricular  diastole.  The  auricles  at  no  time  explain,  was  observed, 
acted  with  sufficient  energy  to  promise  any  Section  2.  —  After  the  observation,  the 
result  from  traction  by  a  string,  or  to  yield  heart  was  cut  out,  and  the  left  ventricle 
distinct  sound  in  systole,  owing  to  extreme  appeared  rather  larger  than  the  right, 
distension  of  the  cavities,  itself  owing  appa-  Section  3. — ^The  rhythm  of  the  motions 
rently  to  plethora  of  the  vessels,  and  torpor  of  the  cavities ;  the  auricular  and  ventricular 
of  the  muscular  snbstance,  and  over  rapid  double  frictions  against  each  other  and  the 
and  copious  supply  of  blood  from  the  veins,  pericardium;    the  jerking  upwards  of  the 

Section  4. — ^The  ventricles    after    death  fundus  and  central  parts  of  the  ventricles  in 

seemed  not  to  difTex  very  materially  in  size,  systole ;  the  shortening  in  systole ;  the  sta- 

having  been  cut  open  before  complete  deadi,  tionary  state  of  the  heart  amid  aU  its  changes 

and  allowed  to  contract.  of  size  and  shape  ;    the  subsidence  of  the 

Section  5. — Several  previous  observations  central   parts  and   fundus  in  diastole,  &c. 

confirmed  on  this  occasion,  viz.  as  to  rhythm  were  noted  to  agree  with  former  observations, 

of' motions  cavities,  viz.  auricles  and  ven-  Obs.  XIX  and  XX. — August  5.     Sub* 

trieles  respectively  exactly  together,  and  the  jeet — A  donkey  and  a  dog.     Operated  by 

former  immediately  before  &e  latter,  and  woorara  on   a  donkey,  two  or  three  years 

without  distinct   interval,  but  as  by  con-  old.     Operation  tedious,  owing  to  strength 

tinned    undulatory    motion;    elevation    of  andresistanceof  the  animal.     Phenomena — 

central  parts  of  ventricles  in  systole,  and  Donkey.     Negative  character  of  diastole, 

subsidence    in   diastole;    frictions    of  the  Dog. — Apex  cordis  threaded,   and  held 

pericardium  double,  viz.  both  in  systole  and  tense  in  the  direction  of  the  mesial  plane  of 

diastole.  &c.  the  subject — Results :  Change  of  shape  and 

Obs.  XVIII.  — '30th.      Phenomena.  —  size  of  the  heart  in  systole  and  diastole,  and 

Tubes  introduced  into  heart's  cavities.     Re-  visible  motions.     Glass  tube  curved,  passed 

suits.     Confirmation  of  former  observations  into  cava    inferior.  —  Results :    Columns 

as  to  rhythm,  pericardial  frictions,  changes  camee,  and  parietes,  electrified.  —  Results : 

of  shape  in  the  heart.  Sec.  Stc,   Comparative  Cavities  compared  post-mortem,  and  found 

sizes  of  ventricles.  equal. 

Operated  on  a  dog  between  one  and  two'  Section  1. — Glass  tubes  passed  into  left  ven- 

yeara  old,  by  prustic  acid.     Heart  acting  tricle  at  fundus  and  ^lex,  and  in  each  a  co« 


190  EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE  HEABT. 

lamn  roee,  and  at  length  OTerflowed,  having  reached  the  imper  end  nearly,  nhen  itoeMed 

a  alight  subsidence  at  each  diastole,  and  sad-  to  advance,   bat  continaed  statiooary  for 

den  elevation  at  each  systole,  bat  no  well-  some    time,    and   at  length    sank  itowlj 

marked  difference  between  the  times  of  rise  towards  the  middle  of  the  tube.    No  nd- 

and  fall  in  the  tubes  was  detected.  den  motion  either  upwards  (as  ex.  gr.  by 

Section  2. — ^The  heart  acted  for  sometime  auricular  contraction)  or  downwards  (aibj 

with   considerable  energy,  notwithstanding  diastole  suction)  was  observed.    A  gndo^ 

great  hsBmorrhage,  but  soon  failed  after  being  subsidence    in  the    tube    then    fo^owed, 

perforated.     The  heart  was  then  cut  out,  owing  apparently  to  failure  of  impulnTe 

while  yet  contracting  vermicularly,  and  elec-  force  in  the  moving  powers  of  the  venoas 

tricity  was  applied  so  as  to  penetrate  the  circulation. 

columns  and  parietes,  but  no  satisfactory  .  Section  4. — The  heart  was  then  cot  oit 
action  was  obtained.  The  cavities  of  the  while  yet  contractile,  and  irritated  by  dee- 
heart  had  been  for  some  time  much  distended  tro-magnetism,  and  by  pricking  with  acal- 
from  loss  of  irritability  before  excision.  pel,  and  to  the  satisfaction   of  every  one 

Obs.  XX. --August  5.     A  terrier  dog,  present  the  columnae  camec  were  obsened 

stout,  though  small,  was  tiien  stunned  by  a  to  contract  and  relax  coinddently  with  the 

blow  on  the  head  and  chest;  was  rapidly  parietes. 
opened,  and  artificial  breathing  established.  SecttonS.-rTheventricleswereeqiislinGi- 

Section  1. — ^The  apex    cordis  was  then  pacitytotheeyeandhandpoat-mortemoordis. 
threaded,  and  at  each  systole  a  pull  at  the         Obs.  XXI.  and  XXII. — ^August  8.  Sub- 

cord  was  observed,  followed  by  relaxation,  Jeet-^Two  dogs.    Two  doga  operated  oa, 

and  the  tension  and  relaxation  of  the  string  one  a  stout  terrier,  the  other  a  mongrel 

alternated ;  the  former  coinciding  with  sys-  bitoh,  both  18  months  to  2  yean  old.  Pht' 

tole,     and     the     latter     with     diastole.*  nomena— Second  dog.      Glass  tube  intro- 

At    onetime  the  string  was  kept  firmly  duoed  into  cava.   Besults  variable,  with  pro* 

extended  and  permanently  tense,  by  holding  bable  causation  of  fiuctuaCioDS ;  — sarides 

the  hand  as  far  away  as  the  string  would  cease  action  first ;    columnse  camec  irri* 

allow  for  a  short  space,  and  then  maintaining  tated  alternately  with  neighbooring  parts  of 

position,  but  relaxing  the  hold,  so  as  to  parietes, and  results; — coi^rmationoffonner 

allow  the  string  liberty  to  slide  between  the  observations  respecting  the   mechanism  of 

fingers  when  drawn  away — and  the  result  was  heart's  action,  and  the  equality  of  the  cstI- 

that  before  the  experiment  wss  suspended,  ties  during  life. 

an  inch  or  more  of  the  string  appeared  to        In    the    former    animal    the    operatioB 

have  passed  between  the  fingiars,  one-eighth  failed,  owing  to  not  having  established  srti- 

of  an  inch  at  least  being  pulled  through  at  ficial  breathing  in  time, 
each  systole.  In  the  dog  the  foUowing  remiBs  mm 

Section  2. — After  this  observation  had  been  obtained : — l£iving  been  prepared  by  stos- 

made,  and  repeated  to  the  satLsfiustion  of  all  ning  and  tracheotomy,  with  a  view  to  srtifi- 

parties,    the  heart  acted  still  with  modi  dal  respiration,  the  heart  was  exposed,  and 

vigour,  and  both  sounds    were    distinctly  found  beating  with  energy,  *»»hit«iting  ^ 

h^d,  notwithstanding  great  loss  of  blood,  usual  motions  and  sounds. 
Also  the  diminution  of  Sie  horizontal  trans-         Section  1.— A  curved  glass  tube introdoced 

verse,  and  of  the  longitudinal  diameters,  and  into  the  cava  inferior,  and  immediately  « 

the  increase  of  the  vertical  transverse  dia-  column  of  blood  was  observed,  which,  after 

meter,  with  sudden  bulging  upwards  of  the  ascending  some  way  steadily,  and  daring 

fundus  and  central  parts,  were  very  plain  to  several  beats  of  the  heart,  again  descended, 

the  eye  in  systole,  while  in  diastole  the  sub-  also  steadily  and  during  several  beats.    After 

aidence  of  die  central  parts,  with  sudden  in-  a  few  minutes,  the  tul^  being  held  uprigbt 

crease  of  the  horizontal  cross,  and  of  the  with  care,  and  the  lower  opening  of  thetabc 

long  diameters,  were  equally  striking.     No  being  toward  the  abdomen,   and    preasare 

tilting  of  the  apex  as  an  independent  part  being  made  on  the  tube  through  the  parietes 

was  noted,  nor  any  other  motion  than  such  of  the  vein,  a  column  of  |blood  ascended 

as  might  be  explained  fully  by  the  fixity  of  slowly  and  steadily  to  the  top  of  the  tahe, 

the  fonduB,   through  the  vessels,  and   the  and  poured  over  at  the  top.     Again,  pRs- 

sudden  increase  of  the  cross  vertical  diam-  sure  being  withdrawn  from  the  cava^  flnctos- 

eter  in  systole,  causiog  an  elevation  of  the  tion  occurred,  viz.   irregular    ascents  and 

longitudinal  central  axis,  most  sensible  at  descents  of  the  column,  gradually  extendiBf , 

the  apex  or  free  extremity.  each  of  them,  over  several  beats  of  the  heart, 

Section  3. — A  glass  tube  was  introduced  there  being  perhaps  as  many  as  half  a  dosea 

into  the  cava,  with  the  termination  directed  of  each  to  each  minute  of  the  time  they 

towards  the  diaphragm,  when  a  column  of  lasted.    At  no  time  was  there  any  suddea 

blood  rose  gradually  without  any  jet  until  it  elevation  or  subsidence  of  the  oolnmn.  sndi 

♦  The  string  was  drawn  in  the  line  of  the  "  ^^  auricuhir  systole  or  ventricular  diss- 

loagitttdinal  axis  of  the  heart.  tole  might  be  supposed  to  prodooe,  sap- 
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posing  the  latter  to  include  suction  towards 
tbe  ventricles.  The  variations  of  level  ob- 
served in  the  tube  could  be  referred  with 
any  probability  to  nothing  obvious,  except 
the  play  somewhat  irr^ular  and  con- 
vulsive of  the  right  thorax,  which  was  intact, 
owing  to  a  partial  recovery  from  the  stun- 
ning blow  during  the  operation,  attributable 
to  hiemorrhage  and  artificial  breathing.  The 
tube  was  then  introduced  into  the  cava 
superior,  and  a  column  was  observed  in  the 
whole  length  of  the  narrow  part  of  the  tube, 
and  nearly .  an  inch  in  height,  and  this 
column  suffered  no  alteration  either  in  sys- 
dole  or  diastole.  The  shortness  of  the 
column  in  this  case  was  owing  obviously  to 
the  exhaustion  of  the  vascular  system,  or 
insufficiency  of  blood,  and  of  vascular  ten- 
sion. There  was  not  any  respiratory  effort 
during  this  last  observation. 

Section  2. — During  this  last  observation 
(on  the  cava  superior)  the  unusual  appear- 
ance was  observed  of  complete  quiescence 
nearly  of  the  auricles,  whilst  the  ventricles 
continued  to  act  with  considerable  energy. 
The  early  death  of  the  right  auricle  might  be 
referred  to  withdrawal  of  supplies  from  the 
cava  inferior  especially,  but  that  of  the  left 
auricle  is  not  easily  accounted  for,  since  in- 
sufflation was  duly  persevered  in. 

Section  3. — ^The  heart  was  cut  out  while 
yet  contractile,  and  the  columnae  camese  of 
the  right  ventricle  were  observed  to  act 
accurately  with  the  parietes,  whether  the 
stimulus  were  applied  to  the  former  or  latter 
only.  The  columnse  of  the  left  ventricle 
were  become  insensible  to  stimuli,  and  the 
parietes  nearly  so,  before  the  left  was  laid 
open  for  observation. 

Section  4.-^The  elevation  of  the  central 
cardiac  axis,  and  especially  of  its  free  extre- 
mity, the  apex  cordis,  was  very  conspicuous 
in  systole,  and  the  opposite  motions  in 
diastole.  Also  the  flattening  and  lengthen- 
ing of  the  ventricles  in  diastole,  and  round- 
ing and  shortening  in  systole,  and — after 
opening  the  ventricles,  the  left  seemed  the 
larger  of  the  two.  The  wave-like  motion, 
or  sensation  as  of  an  undulation  from  fundus 
to  apex  in  systole,  was  very  distinct. 
[To  be  continued.] 
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Case  L— April  25,  1838,  Mr.  J.  T. 
set  25.    Frequent  short  and  hacking 


cough^  scanty  expectoration  of  a  white 
spumous  fluid,  huny  of  breathing,  sen- 
sation of  heat,  and  fulness  at  the  upper 
part  of  each  lung ;  shooting  pains  oe- 
tween  the  shoulders;  well-marked 
hectic ;  copious  morning  perspirations  J; 
pulse  100,  small,  quick,  and  easily  ex- 
cited ;  loss  of  strength  and  flesh ;  bowels 
have  a  tendency  to  purging ;  urine 
deposits  a  pinkish  sediment.  The 
chest  sounds  well  upon  percussion  in 
every  part:  the  ear  appued  over  the 
scapulee,  and  on  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  chest  as  low  as  the  third  rib,  detects 
a  clear  muco-crepitant  rhonchus,  most 
abundant  on  the  left  side,  the  natural 
respiratory  murmurs  being  unmasked 
over  the  remainder  of  the  lung.  Got 
wet  through  in  the  early  part  of  March : 
had  a  rather  severe  attack  in  the  chest, 
for  w^hich  he  was  cupped  between  the 
scapulae,  took  aperient  medicine,  and 
calomel,  with  James's  powder,  at  night. 
By  these  means  he  was  much  relieved, 
the  cough  alone  remaining ;  but  during 
the  last  three  weeks,  or  more,  has  become 
worse,  the  cough  increasing. 


whilst  expectoration,  feverishness,  ema- 
ciation, and  shooting  pains  about  the 
shoulders  have  made  their  appearance. 
Was  in  perfect  health  before  catching 
cold.  Has  been  free  from  any  aflec- 
tion  of  the  chest,  with  the  exception 
of  occasional  attacks  of  common  ca- 
tarrh, which,  in  all  previous  instances, 
has  quickly  subsided.  Has  lost  one 
sister,  set.  22,  from  phthisis,  and  an 
elder  brother  is  now  dying  from  the 
same  disease. 

Hirud.  vj.  infra  sinistram,  et  iv.  infra 
dextram  claTiculam. 

R  Hyd.  Chlor.  gr.  j. ;  Ext.  Hyos.  gr.  y. ; 
Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  ss. ;  M.  Sextis  horis. 
Milk  diet.     To  be  clothed  in  flannel. 

28th.  —  Increase  of  fever,  greater 
hurry  of  breathing,  oppression  about 
the  chest,  and  slight  viscidity  of  ex- 
pectoration. 

Hirud.  iv.  infra  sing,  clavic. 

May  1st. — ^More  comfortable;  has  a 
coppery  taste  in  the  mouth ;  gums  look 
spongy,  but  there  is  neither  tenderness 
or  ptyalism. 

4th. — Mercurial  action  established ; 
cough  less  frequent;  pains  of  the 
shoulder  gone;  expectoration  dimi- 
nished ;  breathing  less  hurried.  There 
is  increase  of  fever,  and  copious  per- 
spirations, continuing  the  whole  day. 

Pil.  j.  nocte  et  mane. 
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From  this  time  there  was  a  rapid  im-  Om.  pil.  Gargar.  i  liq.  Sod«  Chlorix&aCtf. 

provement;  the  mercurial  action  wafl  25th.— Expectoration  almost  gone; 

mainteined  for  a  few  days,  and  allowed  y^  i^  frequent  i  increase  of  debi- 

to  subside  gradually.    He  then  took  ^^^    ^^   ^j^^^   emaciation;    tongue 

two  or  three  sahne  aperients,  and  was  ^.j^^ .  ^j^wela  natural ;   pulse  exces- 

placed  on  sarsapanlla,  iodide  of  potas-  gi^^iy  ^^^j^ .  ^esUess  nights.  An  ooca- 

sium,  and  tincture  of  hop.    The  ste-  gio^al  mucous  bubble  at  the  mmjx  of 

thoscopic  signs  vanished,  and  m  three  j^jg  j^    jg  ^j^  ^hat  can  now  be  heaid. 

Case  I^May  8.  iW    Famngdon  S^/cS^.^'  S^^d^"  "" ' 

General  Dispensary. — H.  S.,  set.  26,  a  ^        ,  _ .,        ^'^''    ...                , 

porter,  caught  cold  about  eight  weeks  J  une  15th.  ~-  Expectorataon  ccaaed, 

Snce  by  getting  wet  in  the  feet.    Had  respiration  natural ;   is  graduaUy  re«^ 

rigors,  wSich  were  succeeded  by  high  venngstTength  and  flesh.  Has  entirely 

fe^rish  symptoms,  severe  cough,  sore-  l^^t  all  fevensh  svmptoms,  but  there 

ness  over  the  front  of  the  chest,  great  '^^^ains  occasional  dry  and  irritative 

difficulty  and  hurry  of  breathing,  and  c^ugn. 

dull  heavy  pain  of  the  head.     Was  9>  Morph.  Acet.  gr.  l-Stti;  Aqii«,  sj. 

attended  by  a  surgeon  on  the  Surrey  ^  ^}  ^!^^^:    «.«,,. 

side  of  the  water  j    lost  blood  t^dce  9>Qiim.Di8ulph.,FernS^phjuigr.M«.; 

from  the  arai,  and  once  by  cupping  ^^^'  Cmnam.  co.  gr.  ij.    M.  ter  die. 

below  the  blade-bones  j    took  medi-  July  13th. — ^Perfectly  well ;  has  re- 

cines,  which  gave  rise  to  vomiting  and  covered  his  strength,  entirely  lost  the 

purging.    Soon  got  the  better  of  the  cough,    and    every   other   pulmonary 

more  severe  symptoms,  and  was  ena-  symptom.  Auscultation  and  percussion 

bled  to  return  to  his  employment ;  a  indicate  a  healthy  state  of  the  thoracic 

slight  degree  of  cough  and  expectora-  organs. — Discharged, 

tion,  however,  remaining.    These  two  A  prescription  was  given    him  for 

symptoms  have  of  late  increased  so  ra-  a  mixture,  containing  iodide  of  pota^ 

gidly  as  to  induce  his  master  to  send  slum,  liq.  potassap,  and  infus.  calumba*. 

im  to  the  Dispensary.    The  cough  is  May  30,  1840.— H.  S.  continues  in 

now  extremely  frequent ;  expectoration  good  nealth,  and  a  minute  examination 

of  a  greenish-yellow  colour ;  breathing  of  the  chest  convinces  me  of  the  per- 

very   rapid,    especially    on    exercise ;  fectly  healthy  condition  of  the  lung, 

emaciation,   loss    of  appetite,    hectic  Case  III.    Sept,  24,  1838. — Mrs.  R., 

fever,  copjious  morning    perspirations,  eet.  31,  had  a  severe  attack  of  influenza 

small  rapid  pulse,  and  great  lassitude,  in  July,  from  which  she  has  never  per- 

An  abundant,  very  minute,  clear  mu-  fectly  recovered.    After  the  removau  of 

cous  ronchus   is  heard  at  the  top  of  the  more  urgent  symptoms,  she  gained 

the  right  lung ;  proceeding  downwards  a  little  strength  by  change  of  air,  wine, 

this  became  coarser,  more  scattered,  tonics,  &c.,  but  soon  feU  back  again ; 

attended  with  the  sibilant,  whilst  in  the  cough,  which  had  never  entirely 

the  lowest  portion,  and  on  the  left  side,  ceased,  becoming  more  and  more  fre- 

the  respiratory  murmur  is  unmasked,  quent,  is  now  attended  with  expectora- 

The  resonance  on  percussion  is  clear  tion,  slight  in  quantity  and  viscid  in 

over  the  whole  chest.  quality ;   rapidity  of  breathing ;  sense 

Cal.  gr.  j.  ter  die.  of  tightness  about  the  chest;  small, 

11th.— Much  purged;  symptoms  ra-  feeble,  and  rapid  pulse;  emaciation, 

ther  worse  than  better ;    increase  of  ^^  b^ctic.      There  is  untability  of 

fever,  and  more  restless  nights.  stomach,  thirst,  diarrhoMi,    wcasional 

«.        .,     ...     ^  ..  gnpmff  pains,  and  slight  tenderness  of 

Sing  pd.  adjic.  Opu,  gr.  m.  ftie  abdomen ;    tongul  rather  red  to- 

18th.— Purging  ceased;  mouth  sore:  ^^rds  the  edges,  and  covered  in    it* 

in  other  respects  much  the  same.  centre,  and  at  the  base,  with  a  layer  of 

Hydr.  Chlor.  et  Opii,  aa.  gr. j.    onmi  dirty    mucus:    dulness  of   percussion 

nocte.  over  the  right  clavicle.  There  is  heard, 

22d. . —  Improved :   cough   less    fre-  anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  in  the  upper 

quent ;     expectoration     diminishing ;  portion  of  this  side  of  the  chest,  an 

breatMng  less  hurried ;   mouth  very  occasional  sibilant  ronchus ;  more  evi- 

Bore.  dent  than  which,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
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Bure  overpowering  it,  is  a  subcrepitant.  scarlet  fever  in  the  latter  part  of  Ja- 

Inunediately  beneath  the  clavicle  there  nuary.    She  was  treated  by  aperients, 

is  sliffht  increase  of  vocal  resonance,  and,  on  account  of  a  pain  in  tne  chest, 

and  me  expiratory  murmnr  is,  if  any  a   little    difficulty  of  breathing,  and 

thing,  more  prolonged  than  natural.  cough,  a  blister  had  been  applied  to  • 

Deztro  inguini  admoT.  Himd.  yj.  et  poB-  the  sternum.    This  gave  relief,    and 

tea  cat.  commime.  feelmfi;  herself  much  better,  she  re- 

^  Pot.  Nit.  gr.  T. ;  Sodfe  Sesqnicarb.  gr.  turned  to  her  situation ;  bein?,  how- 

z. ;   Kzt.  Hyoa.  gr.  ij. ;  Mist  Acacia,  ever,  still  troubled  with  cough.     She 

3g. ;  Dec.  Cydonis,  3vj.    M.  ter  die.  got  gradually  worse,  the  cough  becom- 

27th.  —  Diarrhoea  lessened;    stools  mg  more  frequent;  respiration  hurried, 

more*  natural ;  tenderness  diminished  j  She  suffered  from  thirst  and  consider- 

gripings  still  continue.    A  large  poul-  a^le  heat  of  skin.    On  applying  for 

tice  over  the  whole  abdomen.  advice  she  stated  that  cough  and  snort- 

30th. — ^Abdominal  symptoms  much  i^^ss  of  breath,  much  increased  on  the 
relieved;  thirst  diminished;  tongue  slightest  exertion,  were  the  most  pro- 
cleaner,  and  less  red.  Pectoral  symp-  minent  symptoms.  She  had  occasional 
toms  worse.  pains  in  the  chest,  expectoration  of  a 

R  Hyd.  c.  Creta,  gr.  iij. ;  PuIt.  Ipecac.  ^^\r''^'''''^,.  ^^1   spumous    fluid, 

co.gr.  iv.;  Cn^  pr«p.  gr.  vj.    M.  brouflrht  up  with  difficuftv,  and  adher- 

seztia  bona.      Hanat.  6  Mist  Gretas  }^S  closely  to  the  sides  of  the  contain^ 

et  Kino  si opiu  ait.  m^  vessel.    The  skin  was  hot;  pulse 

Oct  2d.-The  mercurial  has  been  ^^f*»  frequent,  and  sharp  j    tongue 

tolerably  well  borne;  the  bowels  re-  ^        r  T^^',?,^^  *^°^^«7^1^  ^^^F*** 

main  quiet;  she  complains  of  sleepless  ^^  ^^  appetite,  and  slight  mormng 

nights,  and  of  opp^ion  about  the  P€«F«tions.  She  felt  extremely  weak, 

chest  and  had,  within  the  precedmg  eight  or 

Empl.  CantharidiB  mfra  claTicnlam.  ^«°  ^y«»  .^P^^^X  ^^f}  ^f  ^-  ,  The  left 

9.  Morph.  Aoct  gr.  J ;  Aq.  Row,  Jj. ;  Scapular  ndare  was  shghtlv  dull ;  there 

M.  horft  decabitos  qaotidie  somendna.  ^^   '^^^    diminution   of  respiratory 

7th.-.Much  the  same ;  sleeps  better,  °^"™^»  ^J*^  slight  increase  of  vocal 

but  the  cough  more  troublesome ;  sibil  !!!^Tl?'  *^«f  *^^'  ^*^  ?  ^1«"  ^^ 

lantronchiSgone;  subcrepitant  more  crep»*ant  ronchus,  which  last  existed 

abundant  and  extensive.     ^  imier  the  left  cW^-as  low  dow^ 

12th. -Slight   tenderness   of    the  ^^.^^'Z^^^'^J^     ^^^ 

mouth ;    symptoms  much   the  same ;  °^/**^  P«^  of.  ^^  chest  sounded 

dulnes^  more  marked.  T^^^  "P^^  percussion,  and  the  respira- 

15th.— Soreness  of  mouth  vanished,  ^^  murmur  there,  somewhat  puerile, 

notwithstanding  the  regular  employ-  "^^   unaccompanied   by    ronchua   of 

ment  of  the  powders.    Gets  graduily  ^^  ^^^' 

worse.  V.  S.  c.  brachio  ad  ^xij. 

tt  u^A  rM^^  •.  :..      o.  1     T  P  Antim.  Pot  Tart.  gr.  as. ;    Pot.  Nit 

|fr  Hyd.  Cblor.  gr.  las. ;  Pulv.  Ipecac,  co.  --  -i::  ,    t;--*.    r^a      JL  «••       a 

gr.,.    M.4U,el6taqu«,uen^  lilli.U^^i^^''  '^• 

^'^^°^^''l^^\'^'^'  Mth.  -  Feverishness    diminished: 

.rt^u;!^^  w"^?!?"*^"  *^  P«l««  1""  "l^^Ti  *o™nc  symptom^ 

l^Z.    M:^'"**'""**"^"?!*"  and  physical  Bigns  unaltered.  ^   ^ 

to^ZL  t^^^l^t  ^**"'if  ''^*f  3l8t.-Pul8e  «pid,  soft,  and  weak , 

^^  JL^ZL'^%r'^-  complains  of  great  debiUty.    No  im: 

^»ii.  ^.^1^     ••    ^^  '^  piovement  in  the   condition   of  the 

went  on,  gradually  increasing,  strength  funir 

failing,  pulmonaiy  symptoms  becoming  „ '„  .  _. ,          ■     y,  ^  r. 

daily  more  distressing:  cavities  were  at  ^^y?:.^"'*^  P-  *• '  ^^*-  ^^^  P-  »J- 

length  detected,  and  a  severe  attack  of  '  **"  '^"*- 

diarrhcea  coming  on,  she  sank  rapidly,  April  3d. — Slight  feverishness ;  in- 

'  and  died  on  Dec.  28th.  creased  difficulty   of    expectoration ; 

Case  IV.    Mar.  26, 1839. — ^A  young  subcrepitant  ronchus  more  intense, 

woman,  «t.  27,  had  a  slight  attack  of  Sfaiit.  8oq>.  admov.  Hirad.  «ij. 

674.— ^xxvii.  Q 
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4th. — Relieved ;  dulness  of  scapular  90  benefit,   and   becoming  each  day 

ridge  diminished ;  gums  look  spongy,  worse  and  wdkise,  was  desirous  of  laying 

6th. — Ptyalism  established;   cough,  up  for  a  few  days.     Circumstances 'prf- 

dyspnoea,    and    pain    of    chest  dimi-  vented  his  doing  so,  and  he  continued 

nished;  crepitation  lessened.  his  duties  until  laid  up  by  another  cold 

PU.  j.  nocte  et  mane.  and  wet  night.     He  was  prescribed  for, 

/^.i-      ox-ii  •                           i^i  1  and  visited  at  home  by  a  druggist  in 

9th.— Still  improvmg ;  mouth  keeps  whitechapel ;  but  receiving  nol^nefit, 

very  sore;  dulness  no  longer  percep-  my  advice  was  requested  by  his  brother, 

tible ;  subcrepitant    ronchus  replaced  Tfie  chest  sounded  well.     In  the  sca- 

by  the  mucous  ;    expectoraUon  free,  i^^  regions  of  either  side,  but  more 

and  purulent  m  appearance.  particularly  on  the  right,  a  coarse  ens 

Om.  pil.  pitant  ronchus  existed ;  heard  aUo  on 

12th.--Graduallv  improving;  mouth  the  anterior  of  the  chwt,  as  low  m  the 

less  sore,  expectoration  more  copious.  *?*irth  nb,  but  being  here  less  evident 

n,.  ^  ^                    .»•      ♦     j:«  than    m    the  back ;    respiration    was 

Mist.  Cascar.  comp.  5188.  ter  die.  ^j.^j^^j^    ^^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^  H^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

28th. — Expectoration  all  but  gone ;  unattended  by  any  abnormal  sound, 

strength  and  flesh  returning;   breath  y.  S.  e  brachio  ad  5?iij.  vel  x. 

no  longer  hurried.  p,  Hyd.  Chlor.  gr.  iss. ;  Ext.  Hyos.  gr.  ij. ; 

May    12th.  —  Thorax;ic     symptoms  Puiv.  Ipecac,  gr.  j.  M.  ter  die. 

pone,  and  physical  examination  gives  ^j,.      -oij            j      :a\    it  jm    r^. 

I  most  safis&ctory  result :  expei?enc-  ,?V'Vr^^??^  ?,PP5?  ^"^  ^"^^i  ??^ 

ing,  however,  some  fulness  about  the  relief  from  the  bleechng,  but,^ath  the 

abdomen,  and  there  being  torpor  of  the  exception  of  diminution  m  the  sharp- 

Hver,  she  had  six  leeches  to  the  anus,  ^^««  ''^?'^!f'  ^^^  ^"""^"'^  symptonis 

and  took,  thrice  daily,  a  mixture,  con-  *^^  unaltered, 

taining  taraxacum,  carb.  of  soda,  tinct.  Iteretur  V.  S.  ad  5ri\j. 

of  hop,  and  sarsaparilla.     Under  this  23d.— Blood  slightly  buffed ;  pyrexia 

treatment  she  lost  every  symptom  of  diminished;  cough;  difficulty  of  breath- 

disejise,    and    regained     her    average  ing.    heat  and  fulness  of  chest  still 

weight  and  usual  appearance.  considerable.     Stethoscopic  signs  un- 

CaseV.— Jan.  19, 1839.  S.B.,ffit.23,  altered. 

of  tall  and  slender  make;  guard  on  one  fi  p  .  .  ,  .^^    .  „^„„  w^;:  j^^^v^^*, . 

^f  ♦I,-   ^^^\^^,^   ^^««u«o      -n»»»„m.  C.C  inter. scap.et  sang. jvnj.detrahentur. 

01  the  nortnem  coaches.     Uyspnoea,  o  »,    * 

much  increased  by  exercise ;  frequent  ^  24th. — Much  relieved  by  the  cup- 
cough  ;  difficult  and  scanty  expectora-  ping ;  constriction  of  chest  and  difficulty 
tion  of  a  clear  viscid  fluid ;  occasional  of  Breathing  lessened ;  expectoration 
pains  about,  and  sense  of  constriction  less  difficult. 

in,  the  chest;   heat  of  skin  constant  26th.— Mouth  slightly   sore;    great 

tlut)Ughout  the  day,  but  with  a  feelincf  improvement  in  all  his  symptoms;  ron- 

of  cmUiness  towards  the  evening,  ana  chus  continues ;  is,  however,  coarser, 

occasional  slight  perspiration  in  the  and  approximating  more  in  character 

morning  j    in  other    words,    pyrexia,  to  a  fine  mucous, 

merging    into    hectic;     pulse  small,  29th.— Full  ptyalism;  cough  much 

rapid,  somewhat  sharp,  and  easily  ex-  diminished ;  expectoration  more   easy 

cited;  tongue  white ;  considerable  thirst,  and  less  frequent;  the  dyspnoea  and 

anorexia,  and  emaciation.     His  pre-  tightness  of  chest  gone.    Pulse    118> 

sent  illness  has  been  of  five  weeks'  small,  soft,  and  very  weak, 

duration ;  was  brought  on  by  coming  PU.  j.  singulis  noctibua. 

up  to  town  on  a  cold  and  very  wet  01  «.     n       i  •                 1      *   1.  ». 

night.    It  commenced  as  does  a  com-  3l8t.-Complains  now  only  of  slirfit 

mon  catarrh.    This  was  for  a  fortnight  occasional  cough  of  the  sorenws  of liis 

enlirelv  nerfected  he  still  continmn<T  "><>"*.  ^1^  great  debihty.     Expecto- 

Ws^ournief  throurfi  the  m^t  i^le  ™'^*  ''"'  "'"^'  ^"^  *^ '"»««'  brought 

ment  weather.    Finding  the  indisposi-  "P  P'"^*"'*'  **"=  characters  of  declining 

tion  increase,  he  went  to  a  druggist  in  "'"^"^  *  ^* 

one  of  the  provincial  towns,  who  gave  2°J;  ^^'  ^^^'  ^  ^*^*  ^*'^"  Chlorin. 

him  a  mixture,  consisting,  according  to  ^  Magnes.  Sulph.  3ij.  j  Inf.  Row,  co.  5^j. 

his  own  showing,  of  oxymeL  of  squills  ^'  ^^'  a^*"**™- 

and  paregoric.    From  this  he  derived  Feb.  4th.  —  Improving    graduaUy. 
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fijmiptoms   and    sigpis   of   pulmonaiy  R  Hydr.  Chlor.  gr.  j.,Ext.  Ilyos.gr.ij., 

lesion  diminishing.  ?»!▼.  Ipecac,  gr.  ss.  M.     6ta.  qoaque 

««^.  .   «  ^  .      ^  •:■    r^  t  .     T^M      ^  T  «  ^of*-  To  keep  within  doors,  be  dothed 

Lu  111?"'™"  '"  **""*^'  "*"*  "''''  "P°"  '""^" 

^    '                      .  10th. — ^Mouthsore;  in  other  respects 

In  six  weeks  from  this  time  he  was  much  the  same, 

sufficiently  well  to  be   a^fain  on  his  Pil.  j.  nocte  et  mane, 

coach,  the  stethoscopic  signs  having  13th.— Fancies  himself  a  little  Letter, 

entirely  ceased.     He  so  contmued  until  y^^^  complains  much  of  the  mouth. 

August,  when,  without  any  apparent  ^          ».     o  j    r.i-i 

caSe,  he   began    to    lose    flesfi    and  Garg.  c  Liq.  Sodie  Chlor. 

strength.    Cough  came  on,  and  on  the  *®th. — ^Better.  Cough  less  frequent, 

18th   of  September,  when  he  called  breathlessness  relieved]    sleeps    more 

upon  me,  a  cavity  was  detected  in  the  comfortably, 

upper  part  of  the  left  lung.    He  died  P»l*  J-  o™°»  '^octe. 

January  6th,  1840,  20th. — Slight  expectoration;  dulneas 

Case VI. — ^March 3d,  1839.    Thomas  barely  perceptible;    a  slight  mucous 

Smith,  St  30,  was  attacked  on  the  18th  ronchus  is  occasionaUy  heard  on  the 

or  19th  of  December  1838,  with  fever,  left  side. 

which  confined  him  to  his  bed  for  up-  Om.  pU.    Miat.  *  Quioa,  &c.  tcr  die. 

wards  of  a  month.    Suffered  a  good  „-^,       tt      ..    j          i.^^i    *       .  i_ 

deal  from  cough,  pain  in  the  chest,  and  25th  --Has  to^y  a  httle  fevcnsh- 

shortness  of  Breath,  for  the  reUef  of  ^^'*  bowels  confined ;  tongue  white, 

which  he  had  leeches,  and  subsequently  R  Magn.  Salph.  5ij.  Inf.  Roaie  co.  3xij. 

blisters,  applied  to  the  front  of  the  M.  bis  in  dies, 

chest.    He  was  considerably  relieved,  28th.  —  Bowels  open ;    feverishness 

but  never  wholly  lost  the  cough ;  did  subsided.  Thoracic  symptoms  all  but 

not  thoroughly  recover  his  strength,  gone. 

but  was  sufficiently  well  to  return  on  Mist.  Tonica  at  ante, 

the  17th  of  February  to  his  situation^  April  15th.-Able  to  return  to  his 

porter  m  a  Manchester  warehouse   He  ^^^f   The  lung  has  entirely  recovered 

then  got  wet  feet,  and  increased  his  ^^  ^^^  ^^    ^^^  t^J^  ^^^  ^ 

cough,  which  wasattended  with  breath-  ^^j  ^t  tickUng  coigh. 

lessness  on  sught  exertion,  and  a  sense  S  »,     .    f  ^        , 

of  heat  within  the  chest.  Getting  worse  ^J^""?^^',  K'  k  '?'***!*  ^\^ 

he  called  on  me  this  morning.    The  ^  *  ^f^  ®«*P^-  ^'^^  &c.  ter  die. 

following   symptoms   were    then    ob-  I  saw  this  man  about  Christnlas,  and 

served :   pauor  of  countenance,   flush-  then  examined  his  chest.    He  was  per- 

ing  of  the  cheeks,  breathlessness,  fre-  fectly  well,  had   lost  the  cough,  and 

quent    dry  cough,  no   expectoration,  recovered  his  former  appearance, 

aching  pain  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Case  VII.  —  August    31,    1839.  — 

chest,  worse  on  the  lert  side.    Emacia-  W.F.C.,  ict.  28,  is  suffering  from  short- 

tion  and  debility,  hectic,  sleepless  and  ness  of  breath,  frequent  cough,  expec- 

restless  nights,  tendency  to  morning  toration  of  a  transparent  viscid  fluid, 

perspirations,  which  are  best  marked  occasional  pains  between  the  shoulders, 

about  the  chest;  pulse  118,  smaU,  soft,  sense   of   coldness    towards   evening, 

weak,  easily  excited;  tongue  covered  feverish  and  restless  nights,  mornincr 

,At  its  base  with  a  thicklsh  layer  of  perspirations;    pulse  100,  small,  and 

mucus.    There  is  slight  dulness  of  the  rather  shaip ;  thirst,  emaciation,  ano- 

left  scapular  ridge,  left  clavicle,  and  rexia,  occasional  purging  evacuations, 

two  superior  ribs.  Here  the  respiratory  g:eneTally   much    disordered.    Perous- 

murmur  is  more  indistinct  than  on  the  sionary  resonance  perfect ;  a  scanty, 

opposite  side ;  ^ves  the  idea  of  being  but  clear  mucous    ronchud   exists  m 

moister,  but  neither  mucous,  crepitant  the  apex  of  the  left  lung,  most  evident 

or  sub-crepitant  ronchus  can  be   de-  anteriorly;    respiratory  murmur  here 

tected.  The  same  character  of  moisture  somewhat  rou^h.    The  present  illness 

is  impressed  upon  the  respiratory  mur-  originated  in  influenza,  for  which  he 

mur  at  the  apex  of  the  right  lung,  but  was  treated  by  Mr.  Metford,  to  whose 

is  unaccompanied  by  any  other  aonor-  politeness  I  am  indebted  fbr  having 

mal  sign.  charge  of  the  case. 

Emp.  Canth.  infra  sing.  Clar.  1^  Pulv.  Rhei.  gr.  zv.,  Sod«  Seiquicarb. 
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9j.,  Tlnct.  Hyoeeyami,  388.  Aq.  Carni,  chest    The  reralts  of  Biiseultation  are 

^.  M.  Stat.  moreof  anegatiyethanapoatiTekind. 

P  Sodae  Sesqniewb.  3).,  Ext.  Hyos.  Sj.,  The  respiiatoiy  mormiir  is  abnost  if 

Dec.  Cydonue,  Jrig.    M.    Jj.  6ti8.  not  quite  equal  in  intensity  throochoot 

horifl.  the  whole  of  the  lungs ;  if  any  cafSer- 

Sept.  3d.— Evacuations  more  natural  ence  exists,  it  is  in  being  a  litfle  more 

and  less  frequent  feeble  in  the  subclavicular  and  acromial 

JU  Hyd.  c.  Creta,  gr.  iy.,  Pulv.  Ipecac,  regions.    There  is,  however,  in  these 

00.  gr.  iiiss.,  Cret«,  ppt  gr.  ^.  M.  ter  situations,  an  alteration  of  the  respin- 

die.     Mift.  CretK  cum  kino  m  opus  tory  murmurs ;  it  is  as  it  were  moister, 

ait.  but  neither  sibilant,  sonorous,  mucona, 

7th. — ^Increase  of  feverishness,  greater  or  crepitant  ronchi  can  be  detected. 

tightness  about  the  chest,  coppery  taste  ui^.  x.  infra,  daviculas. 

in  the  mouth.  r   Pulv.  Rhd,  gr.  Tiij.,  Magnet.  Caib. 

9th.— Pt^alism  established;  no  ame-  9j.,  Puiy.  ipecac,  gr. iaa.,  Tinct.  Hyoi. 

lioration  of  symptoms.  ny  xx.  Aq.  Carni,  3ziss.  M.  bis  terre 

12th. — ^Much  the  same.  Mercury  pro-  de  die.    A   large   pooltice  oter  the 

ducing  a  good  deal  of  irritability;  diar-  whole  abdomen. 

rhoeaj  stools  contain  much  mucus.  9th.— Bowels  less  purged;  griuings 

Om.  Pulv.  Ol.   Riciniy  Jm.  atat.    Cat.  vanished ;  evacuations  has^,  ancl  con- 

com.  abdomini.  Mi«t. «  Soda,  Hyo«.  &c.  taining  much  mucus ;  in  other  respects 

'*'*^*®*  more  natural;    toneue  less   red,  still 

15th. —  Rather   more    comfortable;  white  at  its  base;  ^verishness  dimin- 

bowels  less  irritable ;  stethoscopic  signs  ished.    I  have  to-day  hea^  in  the  left 

and  pulmonary  symptoms  increasing,  acromial  region  an  occasional  minute 

The  progress  of  the  case  from  this  time  mucous  bubble. 

was  pretty  uniform ;  dulness  on  per-  c^„;^,i,   «.  ,    t5«-*  h«i.. 

cussion  appeared,  cavities  formed,  and  ^3?^  ^?^  aS;«  '  ^S^'    S* 


he  died  in  February  1840.  f«>mperfo-  Hyde's;. ^mITi;™^" 

ration  of  the  pleura,  and  consequent  ^y«w"«c,  ^u.,  «..  uio.  m/n.. 

hydro-pneumotnorax.  12th. — Intestinal    disorder    ceased; 

Case  VIII.— Oct  7th,   1839. — ^Misa  cough,     dyspnoea,     and     emaciation 

N.,  eet.  19.    Rapidity  and  shortness  of  greater. 

breathing,  freouent   dry    cough,  dull  r  Hyd.  c.  Creta,  gr.  iij.,  Pnlv.  Ipecac 

heavy  pain  below  the  clavicles,  great  c.  gr.  iiias.,  Cretae,  ppt.  gr.  vj.  M.  ter 

anxiety    of  countenance,  emaciation,  ^  et  ri  opus  rit.  Mut.  Crets.  co.  Jin*t 

small,  rapid,  and  rather  sharp  pulse,  cam.  vel  sine  Tinct.  Kino, 

well-marked  hectic,  slight  rigors  m  the  17th.— Mouth  slightly  affected ;  an 

evening,  copious  perspirations  towards  ^^^^^^  diminution  of  dyspnoea  and 

mommg;    mghts  restless,  being  ois-  ^^^^y^ 

tobed  By  the  cough  and  feverish  heat  ^fst  -  Much   better;    puhnonary 
Tlie  bowels  are  puijed,  evacuations  gymptoms  daily  diminishing, 
disordered;  tongue  red  at  the  tip  and  ^    ^                f\         ^ 
edges,  but  white  at  the  base  and  centre ;  ""*•  P^''" 
occasional  griping  in  the  hypogastric  27th.— All  the  thoracic  symptoms, 
region,  relieved   by    pressure.      Had  with  the  exception  of  slight  cough  to- 
measles  five  weeks  since,  and  towards  wards   evening,    have    subsided ;  the 
their  termination  was  seized  with  in-  debility  and  emaciation  is  great;  theie 
crease  of  fever,  shortness  of  breath,  is  now  desire  for  food,  and  more  corn- 
soreness   beneath   the   sternum,   and  fortable  nights, 
cough.    These  symptoms  after  a  few  r  Morph.  Acct  gr.  j.,  Syr.  limon.  Aq. 
days  diminished,  but   never   entirely  aa.  3^.  M.  3j.  nrgente  tuasi. 
ceased,  the  cough  wid  shortness    of  »  q,,,^  Dimlph.  gr.  ij..  Add  Solpb. 
breath  remaimng.   She  was  able,  how-  "^^  „.^.^  i>ec.  Cinch.  5x5.  M.  terdii. 
ever,  to  get  out  of  doors :  soon,  how- 
ever, became   so  much  worse  as  to  From  this  jperiod  there  was  a  slow, 
confine  herself  to  the  house,  then  to  but  gradual  improvement    She  reco- 
her  room,  and  for  the  last  four  days,  vered  strength  and  flesh,  entirely  lost 
since  the  setting  in  of  diarrhoea,  nas  the  cough,  and  in  December  was  re- 
kept   her   bed.    Percussion  elicits    a  moved  to  Ventnor,  with  directions  to 
clear  resonance  from  every  part  of  the  take  regularly  the  following  mixture. 
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R    InC    Some    ad    fornraUan,    I>oct.       OPERATION  FOR  STRABISMUS. 
O'Bdnie,  SvuJ.,  Liq.  Tuazaci,  S'm. 


Pot.  lod.  gr.  iy.y  Tinct.  Lupuli,  3iT. 

M.    Pan  quarta  primo  mane  meridie,  7b  ih§  BdUor  qfthe  Medieai  Gazette. 

vespere  et  nocte  aumatar.  « 

TWfl  young  lady  returned  to  London  Should  the  following  observations  on 

last  May.     I  then  examined  her  chest,  the  dangerous  mode  of  fixing  the  eye- 

and  could  discover  neither  symptom  ball  by  means  of  a  double  hook  during 

or  Mgn  of  tfioracic  l^wn.            ^    „  the  operation  for  strabismus  appear  to 

L.A8B  1  A.—Ucb.  bth,  184U.— C.  H.,  you  of  sufficient  interest  to  your  readers, 

«t  24,  caught  cold  in  D««mber,  which  ^n  early  insertion  in    your   valuable 

laid  him  up  for  a  few  days.    Cough  periodical  will  greatly  oblige,  sir, 

and  soreness  under  the  sternum  were  '^              Your  obedient  servant, 

then  ni8  prmcipal  sources  of  complaint,  ^  Franz  M  D 

He  was  getting  the  better  of  these,  „,  Golden  Square,         '             '     *    ' 

when  busmess  called  him  into  Wales :  Sept.  as,  1S40. 
he  got  fresh  cold,  which  exasperated 

his  cough,  and  gave  rise  to  other  symp-  Ophthalmologists  have  by  experience 
toms,  which,  owing  to  neglect,  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  opera- 
been  getting  gja&ally  worse.  The  tion  for  cataract  performed  with  the 
cough  18  now  almost  incessant,  nnac-  needle  restores  sig^t  in  a  less  perfect 
companied  by  expectoration,  save  in  deg;ree  than  extraction.  The  reason  of 
the  morning,  when  a  littie  clear  spu-  this  does  not  so  much  appear  to  be 
mous  fluid  is  brought  up.  The  breath  that  the  displaced  cataract  remains  in 
is  short,  and  easuv  hurried;  has  no  the  eye  (for  if  the  operation  be  per- 
pain  within  the  cnest,  but  is  much  formed  according  to  nue,  and  under  tiie 
emaciated,  and  complains  greatiy  of  proper  indications,  it  is  sooner  or  later 
debility.  Well-marked  hectic ;  copious  removed  from  the  eye  by  absorption), 
perspiration ;  puke  100,  weak,  but  but  rather  that  a  variety  of  very  delicate 
easify  excited.  The  whole  of  the  right  textures  in  the  interior  of  the  globe  are 
lung  presents  a  sibilant  and  subcrepi*  often  severely  wounded.  This  is  espe- 
tant  ronchus,  the  latter  most  intense  cially  the  case  in  scleronyxis.  'Aie 
in  the  upper  lobe.  The  right  lung  is  woimd  made  with  the  needle  in  the 
unaffect^  and  percussion  gives  a  clear  conjunctiva  is  of  no  consequence ;  that 
sound  in  all  parte  of  the  chest.  in  the  sclerotica  heals  generaJly  readily 

|L  Hydr.  Chlor.  gr.  j.  ter  die.    Morph.  ^^  ^^^  (?^  «>™«  cases  it  causes,  how- 

Acet.  gr.  l-8th,  urgente  tnsai.  c^^i'*  sni&u  swellings,  as  Soemmering 

lOAi.     ^r    ^x.   V  i.*i                  1  "ind  others  have  observed):   but  the 

12th.— Mouth  shghtiy  sore;  pulmo-  legions  caused  by  the  needle  to  the 

na^  symptoms  less  severe;   the  ronchi  jn^er  membranes  and  parts  of  the  eye 

in  the  inienor  lobe  notably  diminished,  ^re  like  wounds  of  the  membranes  of 

but  unaltered  at  the  agex.  j^e  brain,  very  dangerous,  on  account 

16th.  —  Expeclorauon   more    free,  ^f  the  inflammation  wliich  frequently 

cough  less  frequent;   stethoscope  signs  follows;   and  if,  in  addition  to  those 

at  the  apex  of  the  lung  unaltered.  legj^ng^  pressure,  stretching,  and  tearing 

21.— Puhnonary  svmptoms  increase  of  these  membranes  and  parts  be  per- 

raUier  than  duninish;  slight  increase  petrated,  tiie  danger,  as  in  woundsof 

of  vocal  resonance  at  the  upper  part  of  ^he  meninges  ciMSbined  with  compres- 

the  right  side,  where  muco  crepitant  gion  or  concussion  of  the  brain  itself,  is 

ronchus  is  abundant   The  lower  part  ^ot  to  be  foieseen-the  consequences 

of  the  lung  has  returned  to  ite  healthy  may  then  be  so  fearful,  that  the  power 

state.                     . ,.     «  J    #^L,  of  vision  may  not  only  be  still  more 

Om.  PU.  Gar.  i  hq.  Sodie  Chlor.  diminished,  but  even  entirely  lost,  or 

From  this  period  he  got  gradually  the  organ  itself  destroyed. 

worse ;    his   symptoms  were    met  by  These  facto  alluded  to  are  sufficiently 

Dfllliatives   as    they    arose;    cavities  well  known,  and  everv  ophthalmologist 

xormed,  and  he  died  on  the  26th  of  or  whoever  has  carefully  observed  the 

June.  progress  and  result  of  operations  for 

9,  FiDibmT  Place  Sooth,  cataract,  will  confirm  the  truth  of  these 

SeifCamber  96,  isio.  remarks.     They  may,  therefore,  well 

form  a  basis  to  the  following  observa- 
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tions  upon  fixing  the  ball  of  the  eye  by  clean  incised  or  punetimd  wonndfl,  bat 

meanB  of  a  double  hook  for  the  scle-  lacerated  and  contoeed.    Secondly,  to 

rotica,  during  the  operation  for  Btra-  hold  the  eye  widi  the  hook  so  tnit  it 

bismns.  may  not  slip  out,  in  which  case  it  wtnM 

Mr.  Weiss,  who  probably  has  made  scrape  just   over   the   centre  of  the 

most  of  these  hooks  for  fixme  the  eye,  cornea^  the  ball  of  the  eye  must  be 

told  me  that  they  are  gener^y  1-1 0th  pressed  upon  by  it ;  and  as,  further,  the 

of  an  inch  long,  but  that  by  some  eye  is  to  be  drawn  towards  the  opposite 

operators  he  was  ordered  to  make  them  canthus  by  means  of  the  hook,  the 

even  l-5th  of  an  inch  in  lensth.  wotinded  membranes  and  parts  io  the 

A  horizontal  section  of  uie  human  interior  of  the  eye  are  stretched  and 

eye  demonstrates,    that    the   thinnest  torn. 

portion  of  the  sclerotica  is  situated  from  What  consequences  are  we  to  expect 
a  distance  of  one  line  from  the  cornea  from  these,  though  apparently  trifling, 
to  five*lincs  from  this  membrane.  Dr.  yet,  when  so  delicate  an  organ  as  the 
Mackenzie,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  eye  is  concerned,  very  important  in- 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  reckons  xts  dia-  juries  ?  The  consequences  will  vanr 
meter,  in  this  situation,  at  scarcely  according  to  the  parta  in  the  interior  of 
I -40th  of  an  inch.  If  we  now  add  to  the  eye  injured,  and  the 'extent  of 
this  the  tunica  albuginea  of  the  muscles  injury.  To  explain  them  all  fully 
of  the  eye  and  the  conjunctiva,  the  would  detain  me  too  long,  I  will  there- 
thickness  of  these  three  membranes,  in  fore  only  mention  some  of  the  moet 
this  situation,  will  certainly  amount  to  probable, 
not  more  than  to  l-20th  of  an  inch.  Not  to  take  into  consideration  the 

If  we  now  compare  the  length  of  the  pain  the  employment  of  the  double 
hook  with  the  thickness  of  the  above-  nooks  cause,  these  are  —  spasmodic 
mentioned  three  membranes,  it  follows  vomiting ;  ophthalmo-  or  blepharo- 
that  it  must  not  only  penetrate  them,  spasmus ;  extravasation  of  blood  in  the 
but  also  wound  parts  situated  within  interior  of  the  eye ;  oiganic  cohesioo 
the  sclerotica.  Injury  is  therefore  of  the  inner  membranes,  which,  in  their 
always  offered  to  the  arachnoid,  choroid  normal  state,  are  only  in  contact  with 
(consisting  of  the  membrana  venosa,  each  other ;  varicose  metamorphoses  of 
membrana  Ruyschii,  and  membrana  the  choroid  and  corpus  cHiare,  usually 
pigmenti),  to  the  pars  non  plicata  cor-  the  cause  of  8taphyu)mata  scleroticc ; 
poris  ciliaris,  to  tne  hyaloid,  and  more  interruption  of  the  function  of  the  iris, 
or  less  to  the  cells  of  the  vitreous  and  the  power  of  internal  adaptation  of 
humour.  If  the  hook  is  passed  into  the  eye  to  various  distances,  thence 
the  sclerotica  at  a  distance  of  less  than  myopv  or  presbyopy ;  opacity  of  the 
one  line  from  the  cornea,  besides  these  capsule  of  the  lens  (cataracts  cen- 
parts,  the  annulus  albidus,  the  processus  tralis?);  muscse  volitantes,  and  other 
ciliares,  the  orbiculus  capsulo-ciliaris,  defects  of  the  function  of  the  retina; 
the  zonula  Zinni,  the  canalis  Petiti,  and,  lastly,  as  the  squinting  eye  gene- 
even  the  capsule,  or  the  lens  itself,  are  rally  suffers  from  a  weakness  of  sight, 
wounded  and  separated  in  part  from  this  may  be  perpetuated  or  converted 
their  delicate  connexions  amongst  each  into  confirmed  amblyopy  or  amauroEis. 
other.  If  it  is  passed  through  the  The  one  or  other  of  mese  complaints, 
sclerotica  at  a  distance  of  more  than  consequent  upon  the  application  of  the 
three  lines  from  the  cornea,  the  retina  double  hook,  or  a  complication  of 
(consisting  of  the  membrana  Jacobi,  several  of  them,  will  more  readily 
the  membrana  nervea,  and  the  mem-  follow,  and,  sooner  or  later,  more  cer- 
brana  vascularis)  is  wounded.  Lastly,  tainly : — 1.  the  more  the  ball  was  not 
if  it  is  j^assed  through  the  sclerotica  m  only  wounded  with  the  hook,  but 
the  honzontal  equator  of  the  ball,  the  pressed  upon  by  it,  and  the  membranes 
ciliary  nerves  and  vessels  suffer.  In  and  parts  in  the  interior  were  stretched 
this  mode  of  fixing  the  eye,  the  lesions  and  torn ;  2.  the  oftener  die  eye  had 
are,  moreover,  of  rar  more  importance  formerly  been  diseased,  or  if  there  exists 
than  in  scleronyxis.  Firstly,  the  hook  a  predisposition  towards  inflammation 
being  double,  inflicts  on  each  of  these  in  the  eye ;  3.  if  the  patient  at  the  time 
textures  two  woimds,  which,  in  conse-  of  cyperation  be  in  the  years  of  puberty, 
qnence  of  the  formation  of  the  hook,  is,  by  his  occupation^  necessitated  to 
are  not,  as  in  scleronyxis,  simple  and  exert  the  eye, .  suffers  from   habitual 
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congestion  of  the  head  and  eyes  or  subsequent  cases,  have  fixed  the  eve 
catarrhal  or  rheumatic  afTections,  or  is  with  a  simple  hook  passed  through  the 
of  strumous  or  otherwise  cachectic  con-  conjunctiva,  and  have  found  it  perfectly 
stitution.  to  answer  the  purpose.  The  hook  I 
What  I  have  stated  may  be  sufficient  employ  is  made  by  Weiss,  and  furnished 
to  indicate  the  dangers  awaiting^  the  use  witn  a  sliding  guard,  to  cover  the  sharp 
of  the  double  hook,  and  it  is  really  extremity  when  passed  tlu-ough  the 
astonishing  that  even  ophthalmologists,  membrane,  for  security  against  wound- 
not  reflecting  on  the  serious  conse-  ing  the  cornea  in  cases  of  restless 
quences  it  may  cause,  permit  this  dan-  children.  Latterly  I  have  rejected  this 
gerous  instrument  to  be  made  use  of.  hook  also,  and  now  use  a  pair  of  forceps 
Altogether  this  operation  seems  to  be  expressly  made  for  this  purpose,  and 
considered  too  much  in  the  light  of  a  not  unlike  Assalius's  tenaculum,  which 
cosmetic,  since,  as  I  have  hinted  in  a  fully  answer  thepurpose,  and  have  this 
paper  published  in  the  Med.  Gazette,  advantage  over  tne  hook,  that  they  can 
Oct.  2d,  it  is  of  far  greater  importance  be  removed  from  the  conjunctiva  with 
to  the  patient ;  and,  in  the  admiration  greater  facility. 

of  the  novelty  and  surprising  effect  of  

the  operation,  the  delicate  structure  and         ^^,  ,.„„«,*,„  „  «»^^,,«r.  *  ^r^ 
functions  of  the  organ   appear  to  be         O^  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

somewhat  forgotten.     A  httle  reflection  gy  Francis  Adams 

upon  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  Sureeon. 

the    eye    would    nave   convinced    the 

advocates   for  double  hooks   that  the  ^^«''  '^«  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

injuries  done  with  them  to  the  inner  

membranes  and  parts  are  by  no  means  Notwithstandixo     the      illustration 

indifferent,  and  that  in  all  operations  which  this  subject  has  received  of  late 

on  the  eye,  injuries  to  those  textures  from    many  intelligent    writers,    and 

whose  integrity  we  are  justified  in  con-  more  especially  from  M.  Gendrin,   of 

eluding  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  Paris,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are 

to  the  functionB  of  the  organ  of  vision  still    many    facts    to    be    ascertained 

ouffht  to  be  avoided.  respecting  the  causes  of  the  heemor- 

In  operating  for  strabismus,  nothing  rhage,  and  many  points  in  the  plan  of 

is  more  easy  than  to  secure  the  proper  treatment  by  no  means* satisfactorily 

membranes  of   the  eye-ball   from  all  determined.     For  example,  we  find  it 

injury,  if,  instead  of  a  double  hook  for  generally  laid  down  in   the  standard 

the  sclerotica,  we  use  a  simple  fine  hook  works  on  midwifery,  that  in  all  labour 

for  the  conjunctiva,  and  pass  it  through  cases  attended  with  flooding  the  dis- 

this  membrane  and  the  subjacent  eel-  charge  of   blood  proceeds    from    the 

lular  tissue  in  that  situation,  where  it  separation  of  a  part  of  the  placenta, 

leaves  the  ball  to  proceed  to  the  inner  arising  from  its  abnormal  implantation 

canthus.    Thus  we  are  perfectly  able  near  the  mouth  of  the  womb.     Upon 

to  hold  the  ball  in  a  direction  forwards,  this  point  the  authority  of  the  "  Lon- 

or,  if  necessary,  to  draw  it  outwards,  don  Practice  of  Midwifery  "    is  suffi- 

without  wounding  it  in  the  slightest,  ciently  precise: — "The  proximate  cause 

The   conjunctiva  will   sometimes    be  of  puerperal  flooding  is  in  all  cases  the 

separated  a  little  from  its  connexion  same  tiling,    consisting  of   a   partial 

with  the  sclerotica  in  the  neighbour-  separationof  the  surface  of  the  placenta 

hood  of  the  hook,  but  this  portion  of  from  that  of  the  uterus."    Dr.  Bums  is 

the  conjunctiva  may  immediately  after  equallv  decided  that  "  if  the  membmnes 

the  operation  be  removed  by  a  pair  of  be  still  entire,  the  hemorrhage  proceeds 

scissors,  as  it  is  soon  reproduced  with-  certainly  from  the  detachment  of  part 

out    any    ill    consequence    whatever,  of  the  placenta  or  decidua."     Now, 

Dieffenbach,  as  I  have  stated  elsewliere,  without  pretending  to  deny  that  sepa- 

made  use  of  a  double  hook   for  the  ration  of  the  placenta  is  an  occasional 

sclerotica  in  his  first  operation  only ;  cause  of  flooding  in  labour,  I  am  con- 

and  then,  seeing  how  unnecessary  and  vinced  that  it  is  not  the  sole  nor  even 

even  dangerous  it  was,  laid  it  aside  for  the  most  common  cause  of  it.     In  con- 

the  simple  hook  for  the  conjunctiva,  tinuation  of  this  position  I  will  now 

I  mysen,  in  my  verv  first  operations  call    attention  to  a  certain  class    of 

(ouie  Med.  Gaz.  April  17th),  and  in  aU  labour  cases  attended  with   flooding^, 
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whioh  appear  to  me  either  not  to  have  heemorrhage  should  be  exeearive  wfaoi, 
been  described  at  all  in  the  common  from  some  cause  or  other,  the  TCttekof 
works  on  midwifery,  or,  at  all  events,  the  part  vxt  enlarged, 
not  to  have  met  with  that  attention  Abont  ten  years  ago  I  met  with  a 
which  they  deserve  in  a  practical  point  case  similar  to  the  above  in  all  respects, 
of  view.  except    that   the    flooding  was   more 

About  twenty  years  ago  I  was  called  alarming  than  in  the  case  I  have 
to  a  woman  in  labour  with  her  fifth  related.  It  terminated,  however,  fii- 
child,  and  found  her  much  alarmed  vourably,  without  much  interference 
about  herself,  as  her  pains  were  attended  on  my  part,  or  of  the  midwife  who  had 
with  a  considerable  discharge  of  blood,    charge  of  it. 

Upon  examination,  instead  of  finding       A^ut  three  months  ago  I  was  called 

the  08  uteri  in  its  ordinary  state,  I  dis*    in  to  see  a  woman  who  was  reported  to 

covered  a  large   mass   of  substance,    be  in  a  very  dan^rous  state  fnmi  ez- 

which,  from  its  feel,  I  took  for  a  por-    cessive  flooding  m  labour.     She  wu 

tion  of  the  placenta,  protruding  before    about  forty-two  years  old ;  and  here  it 

the  head  of  the  child,  which  could  be    may  be  proper  to  mention  that,  in  all 

felt  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.     Beinff    the  cases  1  have  related,  die  women 

then  rather   a  novice    in   obstetrical    were    near  that  age,  and  bad  borne 

cases,  I  called  in  a  neie^hbouring  prac-    several  children  before.    The  flooding 

titioner,  who  happenea,  however,  un-    in  this  case  was  such  as  would  have 

fortunately,  to  be  as  inexperienced  in    alarmed  me  much,  if  I  had  not  ascer- 

those  matters  as  myself,  and  bo|th,  after    tained  that  it  proceeded  from  tumefiic- 

mature  consultation,  came  to  the  con-    tion  of  the  os  uteri,  as  described  in  the 

elusion  that  it  was  a  case  of  placenta   two  preceding  cases.    I  explained  the 

prsvia ;    we  therefore    contemplated    nature  of  the  case  to  the  female  at- 

oeing  under  the  necessity  of  having    tendant,  directing  her  at  the  same  time 

recourse  to  forcible  delivery,  but  agreed    to  give  a  few  grains  of  solid  opiuffl  to 

to  wait  for  some  hours,  as  the  woman's    the  woman,  and  to  apply  cold  doths  to 

stren^h  was  not  impaired.    She  con-    the  hypogastric  region.      I   saw  the 

tinned  for  the  space  of  about  fortv-eight    woman  some    hours  afterwards,   and 

hours  from  the  commencement  of  labour    foimd  that  the  labour  pains  and  the 

to  have  occasional  pains,  attended  with    heemorrhage  had  been  both  stopped  bv 

Rushes  of  blood,  but  with  some  intervals    the  opium.     The  os  tincse  was  still 

for  a  few  hours,  during  which  there    swelled  to  about  six  times  its  oidinaiy 

was  no   heemorrhage.      At   last   the    thickness.      The  further  progress  of 

labour  nains  set  in  briskly,  and  soon    the  case,  as  I  afterwards  ascertained, 

changed  the  aspect  of  matters  :    the    was  this : — ^About  twelve  hours  from 

mass   which    we    took    for  placenta    the  time  when  she  got  the  opium  the 

gradually    diminished    in     size,    and    labour  pains  became  strong,  and  the 

slipped  over  the  head  of  the  child,    woman  was  delivered  without  much 

which  was  delivered  without  any  un-    flooding.      The  placenta  came  away* 

usual  svmptoms.     After  the  birth  of   after  the  interval  of  about  half  an 

the  child,  oeing  still  apprehensive  of   hour. 

flooding,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  From  the  cases  which  I  have  related, 
the  uterus,  and  extracted  the  placenta,  it  is  impossible,  I  think,  not  to  draw 
which  I  found  attached,  as  usual,  near  the  conclusion  that  abnormal  implan- 
the  fundus.  The  woman  had  a  good  tadon  of  the  placenta  is  not  the  sole 
recovery.  After  turning  over  the  cir-  cause  of  uterine  heemorrhage  in  deli- 
cumstances  of  the  case  m  my  mind,  I  very.  That  cases  similar  to  Ukose  which 
concluded  that  the  substance  which  my  I  have  described  are  sometimes  taken 
coadjutor  and  I  had  taken  for  placenta  for  placental  presentation  appears  to 
must  have  been  the  os  uteri  in  a  swollen  me  extremely  probable :  indeed,  from 
state,  arising  from  engorgement  of  having  fallen  into  this  mistake  myself 
blood,  and  that  the  discl^rge  had  pro-  in  the  first  instance,  I  am  the  more 
ceeded  from  its  vessels  being  in  a  pre-  disposed  to  believe  that  others  may 
tematural  state  of  activity.  It  is  well  have  committed  the  same.  In  &ct,  the 
known  that  the  opening  of  the  os  uteri,  feel  of  the  os  uteri,  when  it  is  much 
in  ordinary  cases  of  labour,  is  attended  tumefied,  is  so  di^ient  from  what  it  is 
with  some  discharge  of  blood :  it  is  in  its  natural  state  at  the  commence- 
natural,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  the   ment  of  OGmmon  labonxBi  that  a  penoo 
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not  prepared  to  meet  with  such  a  state  be  a  curious  and  instructiye  fact  to 

of  tne  parts,  and  impressed  with  the  ascertain  whether  it  occurs  more  fre- 

general  notion  that  hcemorrhage  in  de-  quently  in  towns,  and  under  different 
Tcry  arises  invariably  from  malposi-  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants.  Ac- 
tion of  the  placenta,  may  readily  £b11  cording  to  Mr.  Farr,  the  proportion  of 
into  the  mistake  of  taking  the  swelled  deaths  from  child-bed  is  71  per  cent, 
mouth  of  the  womb  for  placentcu  I  ereater  in  towns  than  in  the  country, 
can*  also  believe  that  tapping  of  the  It  would  be  important  to  know  whether 
membranes,  as  recommended  by  M.  abnormal  implantation  of  the  placenta 
Gendrin,  may  have  the  effect  of  acce-  be  one  of  the  causes  of  this  greater 
lerating  the  progress 'of  labour,  and,  in  mortality.  For  this  reason,  as  well  as 
this  wav,  of  stopping  the.  discharge  ;  many  others,  it  would  be  much  to  be 
although,  from  my  own  exp^erience,  I  desired  that  medical  statistics  were  more 
would  mfer  that  such  a  step  is  uncalled  cultivated. 

for,  as  aU  my  cases  have  terminated  I  have  a  few  cursory  remarks  further 

favourably  by  merely  observing  a  cool-  to  make   on  certain  (mints  connected 

in^  regimen,  and  giving  small  doses  of  with  this  subject.    It  is  still  generally 

opium.  taught  in  the  common  works  on  mid- 

I  may  mention  further,  that,  in  the  wifery  that  the  placenta  is  sometimes 

course  of  mv  obstetrical  practice,  I  have  retained  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  in 

met  with  otner  cases  of  this  description,  consequence  of  an  irregular  contraction 

but  none  so  well  marked  as  those  I  of  a  portion  of  the  uterus  around  it,  so 

have  related.  as  to  form  whatis  called  the  hour-glass 

Judging  from  my  own  observation  and  contraction.      I    have   long  been   of 

experience,  I  woidd  say  that  placenta  opinion  that  there  ia  no  irregular  con- 

pneoia  must  be  an  extremely  rare  com-  traction  of  a  portion  of  the  uterus  in 

pUcation  of  labour  in  the  rural  districts  this  case,  but  that  the  os  uteri  and  parts 

of  Scotland.    In  proof  of  this  I  may  about  it  have  contracted;  that  is  to  say, 

mention,  that  after  practising  in  a  po-  have  returned  to  their  natural  dunen- 

pulous  part  of  the  country  for  upwards  sions  before  the  placenta  has  b^en  cast 

of  20  years,  during  which  time  I  have  off.     It  ¥dll  be  invariably  found,  there- 

either  attended  or  been  consulted  about  fore,  when  one  has  occasion  to  intro- 

a  great  majority  of  the  preternatural  duce  the  hand  into  the  uterus  several 

cases,  I  have  never  met  with  a  single  hours  after  delivery  to  contract  the  pla- 

case  of  abnormal  presentation  of  we  centa,  that  the  os  uteri  has  contracted 

placenta,  and    after  making  diUgent  about   the    latter,  so  that  it  appears 

mquiry  of  the  most  experienced  mid-  as  if  enclosed  in  a  cyst.    I  was  called 

wives  in  the  district,  I  can  only  learn  lately  to  a  case  about  eight  hours  after 

of  one  case  having  occurred  in  the  dehvery,  in  which  a  retention  of  the 

course  in  that  time.    The  historjr  of  it  placenta  had  taken  place,  and  the  cord 

is  instructive.    A  woman  in  the  eighth  nad  been  torn  by  the  efforts  of  the 

month  of  pregnancy  was  seized  with  midwife  to  deUver  it    In  introducing 

flooding,  for   which  she  consulted  a  my  hand  I  found  considerable  difficulty 

surgeon,  who  placed   her  under  the  in  getting  it  into  the  uterus,  owing  to 

charge  of  a  neignbouring  midwife.   He  the  contraction  of  the  os  uteri  and  the 

was  several  times  sent  for  during  ten  parts  adjoining  to  it,  but  it  was  obvious 

days  or  a  fortnight,  on  account  of  ex-  to  me  that  the  obstruction  was  at  the 

cessive  attacks  of  floodiu^,  preceded  entrance  into  the  womb,  and  not  in  the 

and  accompanied  with  shght  labour  intermediate  space  between  the  fimdus 

pains,  but  md  not  deliver  her.    At  last,  and  the  os  uteri,  as  it  is  represented  to 

upon  the  occurrence  of  an  excessive  be  by  those  writers  who  describe  the 

discharge  of  blood,  the  midwife,  upon  hour-glass  contraction.    In  short,  I  am 

examination,  found  the  placenta  in  the  satisfied  from  my  own  observation  in 

vagina  before  the  head.    The  surgeon  this  and  many  other  cases  which  have 

was  sent  for,  but  did  not  arrive  very  occurred  to  me,  that  what  ia  called  the 

soon,  and  the  woman  died  undelivered,  hour-glass  contraction  never  does  take 

This  is  the  onlv  case  of  placental  pre-  place. 

sentation  which  has  occurred  in  a  dis-  The  excessive  discharge  of  blood 

trict  of  a  country  containing.  I  should  which  sometimes  occurs  after  delivery 

think,  not  less  than  7000  inhabitants,  would  appear  to  me  to  arise  invariably 

during  the  space  of  20  yean.    It  would  from  the  raptore  of  the  small  vessels  in 
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the  inner  membrane  of  the  vagina  and  enough  not  to  lose  any  of  them,  al- 

OS    uteri,   either  occasioned     by    the  though  I  never  have  recourse  to  the 

expulsion  of  the  child  in-  natural  la-  active  means  recommended  by  Dr.  £., 

hours,   or   abrasion  produced  by  the  and  content  myself  with  applying  a 

application  of  instruments.     It  will  be  clotli  wet  in  cold  fluid  to  the  abdomen, 

observed,  therefore,  that  whenever  much  exposing  the  woman's  parts  to  cool  air, 

force  is  used  in  effecting  deliverv  with  laying  ner  head  low,  and  giving  wine 

the  forceps,  heemorrhage  never  fails  to  and  water  frequently  in  small  quan- 

follow,  as  happened  in  the  case  related  tities.     1  have  long  been  convinced  that 

by  Dr.  Ehrenreich  in  the  Medidnische  the  introduction  of  the  hand'  into  the 

Zeihmfff  No.  37.  and  copied  into  the  uterus,    in   such  cases,  has  more  fre- 

19th  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  quently  the  effect  of  provoking  hcemor- 
Medical  Remew.    In  this  case  a  woman, '  rliage  than  of  restrainins  it. 

after  being  34  hours  in  labour,  was  At  the  time  when  I  first  became 

then,  on  account  of  narrowness  of  the  connected  with  the  profession  it  was 

pelvis  and  absence  of  pains,  delivered  the  estabhshed  rule  of  practice,  in  all 

with  the  forceps  of  a  living  girl,  her  severe  injuries  of  the  head,  to  trephine 

first  child.    This  was  followed  by  a  the  skull ;  and  when,  as  sometimes  hap- 

floodin?  so  escessive  that  the  accou-  pened,  the  patient  survived  the  effects 

cheur  judged  it  necessary  to  introduce  both  of  the  accident  and  the  operation, 

his  hand  mto  the  uterus,  and  apnb^  the  sureeon  ascribed  recovery  of  his 

Eressure  to  the  aorta,   first  with  nis  {>atient  from  the  accident  to  the  opera- 

and,  and  afterwards  -by  means  of  a  tion,  and  claimed  merit  to  himself  and 

heavy  sand-bag.     In  two  hours  after  his  profession  accordingly.     Fmther 

the  urgent  sympCbms    subsided,   and  experience,  however,  has  produced  a 

"  six  weeks  qfter  the  patient  was  per-  notable  change  of  opinion  on  this  sub- 

fectly  well,  with  the  exception  of  weak-  ject,  and  it  is  now  generally  believed 

ness"    It  may  appear  presumptuous  in  that  the  great  number  of  deaths  w^hich 

me  to  venture  to  animadvert  upon  the  formerly  occurred  after  such  accidents 

practice  of  another,  who  is  not  only  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ninda  medici 

more  eminent  in  his  profession,  but  diligentia.      And  perhaps  the  time  is 

who  had  superior  opportunities  of  form-  not  far  distant  when  it  wul  be  generally 

ing  a  correct. judgment  of  the  case  in  admitted  that  a  less  vigorous  plan  of 

question.    But  I  may  be -permitted  to  treatment  in  uterine  heemorrliage  is 

state  that,  under  similar  circumstances,  much  more  effectual  in  saving  hfe  than 

I  should  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  that  which  is  now  pursued — ^namely, 

wait  much  longer  than  Dr.   £.  did,  the  practice  of  introducing  the  hand 

before  having  recourse  to  delivery  by  into  the  uterus,  stimulating  its  abraded 

instruments.     If,  instead  of  delivering  surface,  compressing  the  great  blood- 

at  once  by  the  forceps,  he  had  en-  vessels  of   the  abdomen,   and  laying 

couraged  his  patient,   and  supported  heavy  weights  on  the  beUy. 

her  strength  by  proper  means,  it  can  Banchory,  Aberdcensbire,  Oct.  lO,  18*0. 

scarcely  be  doubted  that  in  due  time 

the  pains  would  have  returned,  and  by  on  THE 

graduaUy  expanding   the    perinsDum,  uSE  OP  GUAIACUM  IN  CYNANCHE 

and  moulding  the  head  of  the  child  TONSILLARIS 

into  a  suitable  shape,  would  in  this  way,  

at  length,  have  effected  the  delivery  ;  jy,  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  Medical  Gazette, 

and,  although  this  process  would,  no  » 

doubt,  have  oeen  a  tedious  and  anxious    t i**    ^x    ^     i       ,      r       ..         r 

one,  both  to  the  practitioner  and  the  ^  »=°  ^t"  f  ^T^  ^T  ^^T**^-"^ 

prtient,  it  would.'^in  aU  probability,  cynanche  ton«llans,  treated  by  eua.a- 

We  b^en  foUowe^  by  a  moVe  Batisfa^-  f"°^  f'  1"'^?°"  II  ^°"  7^"^^" 

tory  recovery,  so  th^  in  the  course  of  i°^^'  '^  y""  ^'^'^  *?■"  "^^^^  °f  » 

•_■' J ./'      j„ii„„_    ,1,-  ,„„„„_  place  in  its  columns.— I  am,  sir, 

«w  ,*V»  «'"    dehrery    the  woman  ^                ^       obedient  servant, 

would  have  been  better  than  he  de-  t^o^,^  to,..,,    o^_»„ 

Bribes  her  to  have  been  "rix  M>eeks  j^,y^_  OctobeMO.  im     ^    ^^"' 
qfter."    I  may  add,  that  m  the  course 

of  my  professional  practice  I  have  met  Case  I. — Mrs.  T.  (Nov,  18,  1838),  a 

with  many  alarm^ig  cases  of  flooding  stout  healthy  lady,  st.  23  years,  of 

after  delivery,  but  have  been  fortunate  dark  complexion  :  complains  of  severe 
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pain  of  throat,  and  difficulty  of  degln-  swollen  ;    cannot  swallow  any   thing 

tition,  which  is  attended  with  severe  solid,  and  fluids  cause  excessive  pain ; 

pain,  headache,  rigors ;  pulse  108;  sur-  pulse  106  ;  skin  very  hot;  bowels  have 

nice  hot ;   face  flushed ;  tonsil  of  right  been  opened  by  sulph.  magnes. ;   has 

side  much  swollen,  of  a  deep  crimson  been  ill  for  the  last  three  days. 

colour,  and  on    its    anterior   surface,       Habt.  Mistur.  Guaiad,  5ij.    4ta.  q.q.  h. 
there  is  a  small  greyish  looking  patch  '  ^^  ^  ^ 
of    lymph ;    velum    pendulum    palati        26th.— Feels  greatly  relieved  of  his 
red,   swollen;  left  tonsil  also  slightly  pains;  has  been  able  to  take  some  break- 
swollen  and  red,  but  pain  is  chiefly  fast;  tonsils  much  less  red  and  swollen ; 
referred  to  right  side;  tongue  white  and  pulse  80  ;  bowels  freely  moved ;   per- 
furred ;  complaints  commenced  yester-  spired  freely  during  night.    Cont 
day,  when  she  took  an  ounce  of  castor        27th.— Feels  quite  well ;  can  swallow 
oil,  which  operated  freely;  has  had  with  great  ease;   tonsils  have  nearly 
several  similar  attacks,  which  always  resumed  their  natural  appearance, 
ended  in  suppuration.                                                    Intermit  medicament. 

"t^?*fZ^^  Cask    IV. -Feb.    9,    1839.      Mrs. 

mom.;  Aq.  pIinE.',   ik!  ^r.     M.  et  M^Nabcet  27 /ears,,  fair  complexion 

Bolut.  imnat.  «j.    6to.  q.q.  hor.  ^^  'labit,  complains  of  severe  pain  of 

io*i,      TT^-ji«  ^.^ «^  ,.«;,,  y^rf'Kw^of  throat;  countenance  flushed :  eyessuf- 

muTiSe^vSfp^^inK^^^  ^^  ^^^  SS^^'^i^?^^^ 

slight;  V^^of>^fn^i^t^^^^  SVSreflSJtl  Si  & 

swollen,    and    redness    nearly    gone,  inflamed;  velmn  pendulum  and  u^ 

tongue  ve^  white;  bowels  freely  moved,  in  a  similar  condifion ;  deglutition  ac- 

Contin.  medicamenU.  companied  with  very  acute  painj  back 

20th. — Has  no  pain  in  throat  to  day ;  of  pnarynx  covered  with  a  mrty  yellow 

can  swallow  with  perfect  ease;  feels  layer  of  lymph;   rigors;    pulse  110; 

quite  well ;  sweUing  of  tonsils  almost  bowels    freely    moved    yesterday    by 

gone  ;  pulse  72.  infus.  sennae.     Was  seized  yesterday, 

Intermit,  medicam.  sed  utat.  Gargarism.  after  exposure  to  cold.     Ordered  the 

BoraoiB.  guaiac.  mixture  as  in  the  other  cases. 

Case  II.- Jan.  6th  1840.   Miss  M*A.,        l^^-  No  complaint ;   feels  quite 

8Bt.  21,  ofa  weakly  habit:  complains  of  well,  althouzh  left  tonsil  is    still    a 

severe  pain  of  throat,  rendering  degluti-  htde  enWd,  but  is  now  pale.    Cont. 
tion  exwssively  painful  and  diflicult:        Uth.-^ontmues  weU. 

faceflushed;  headache;  right  tonsil  very  ^  Case  V.  -  Ji^y  7th  1839.     John 

much  enlarged,  andofalery  red  ap-  ^,*»^*1^,^^"' «^  ^5,  dark  complexion, 

pcarance ;  velum  pendulum  palati  and  oj  a  full  habit ;  complains  of  ^fficulty 

uvula  in  a  similar  state ;  tongue  covered  <>/  swallowing,  and  pain  m  right  side  of 

with  a  deep  dirty  white  fin- ;  pulse  120;  throat ;  has  not  been  able  to  take  any 

rigors;    b6wels  irregular;    was  seized  food  for  the  last  twelve  hours  from 

with  pain  ofthroat  yesterday  afternoon;  pain  of  throat;    ngors;    right  tonsil 

left  tonsil  suppurated  about  two  months  ^enr  much  enlarged,  and  of  a  d^p  red 

since.    Ordered  to  have  the  same  mix-  colour ;  uvula  in  a  simil^  condition  ; 

ture  as  prescribed  in  last  case.  V^^  ^  ^  5  to^SPje  covered  with  a  dirty 

7th. -Pain  of  throat  and  difficully  of  ^^^^e  fur ;  bowels  open ;    has  been  ill 

swallowing  gone  ;  redness  and  swelfing  for  three  days. 

of  tonsil  and  fences  nearly  gone ;  hea£        Was  ordered  to   foUow    the   same 

ache  relieved ;  pulse  72.    Cont.  bowels  ^^^entas  the  other  cases, 
freely  moved.  °'°* — *^^  °'  throat  gone ;  can  swal- 

8ih.— Free  from  complaint  ^^^  with  freedom ;   inflammatory  ap- 

-  ^      .^      J.  ^  pearance  of  tonsil  nearly  gone ;  pulse 

Intermit  medicament.  f^ .  ^^^^  ^ ^.^j^  ^p^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

Cass  III.— Jan.  25th  1839.     David        Case  VI.  — March  18,   1840.     M. 

M'C,  St  30,  a  stout  active  man :  com  M'Farlane,  st.  45  years,  a  weakly  man: 

plains  of  severe  pain  of  throat ;   both  complains  of  inability  to  swallow  from 

tonsils  exceedingly  red,  and  very  much  severe  pain  of  throat ;    both   tonsils 

swollen,  so  much  so  that  they  almost  highly  inflamed ;    as  is    also   uvula ; 

meet)  uvula  of  a  similar  colour,  and  tongue  white,  frured ;  pulse  120;  great 
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restlessness  from  pain  of  the  throat;  mente,  mtemimpitar  somnus,  6aeeei 

has  been  ill  for  nearly  three  days.  virga.     Veretri   durities   distensi   ad 

To  have  the   guaiac   mixture,   as  virorum  valetudinem  coeequatur.    Hsc 

ordered  in  the  preceding  cases.  autem  erectio  medicorum  et  physiolo- 

19th.  ~  Had  great  di&ulty  to  swal-  gorum  lucubrationibus  est  digniiwinuL 
low  medicine  at  first,  but  can  now  take  Medicus  baud  rar6,  si  arte  exeroend^ 
some  food,  as  complaints  are  nearly  multum  occupatus  sit,  miserum  con- 
gone.    Cont  spicit,  qui  sese  amoris  impotentem  La- 

20th.— Free  fix)m  complaints.  mentatur. 

r  s.      '^      M         «.  Sed  imbeciUitas  hoecce  non  semper 

Intermit  medicament.  ^  corpore;  frequenter  ab  animo  dcri- 

The  above  six  cases  are  selected  at  vatur. 
random  from  about  forty  cases,  all  of  Ad    morbum   idcirc6    sublevandum 
similar  import,  except  two,  in  which  discrimine  acuto  opus  est.     Mentula 
suppuration  took  place,  although  the  noctu  distensa  diagnosin  reddet  facikm. 
medicine  was  assiduously  administered.  Perfect^  erectione  structura  genitalis, 
I  was  first  led  to  use  the  remedy  from  quo  ad  partem  corpoream,  emcax  et 
the  recommendation  of  Professor  Han-  naturalis  ar^tur. 
nay,  Glasgow,  and  I  have  found  it  Medicus,  hoc  intelligens,  animi  mor- 
highly  beneficial  in  the  speedy  removal  bum  hand  corporis  languorem   segro 
of  this  very   troublesome  -complaint,  miserabili  detegit;   et  modis    subdolis 
The  two  cases  referred  to  were  of  many  ad  mentem  respicientibus,   virum  ad 
days  duration  when  the  guaiacum  was  vires  revocabiL 
given,  and  this  may  account  for  its  Hsec  genitalium,  somno  artus  sol- 
failure  in  these  instances.    I  have  not  vente,  vivacitas  alios   propter  icgrotos 
the  slightest  doubt  but  that,  if  timely  magni  est  eestimanda. 
admimstered,  it  vdll,  in  99  cases  out  of  Ssepj^  enim  medico  flentes  queruntur 
100,  cut  short  the  afiection  in  question,  segri  de  temitus  antmoiie,  noctu  tnr- 

bante,  somniis  aut  lasdvis  ant  usitatis. 

Hsc  ver6  profluviay  viris  a  venere 

DE  QUIBUSDAM  GENITALIUM  ahenis,  hand  morbo  sed  natnrie  refe- 

MASCULORUM  PROPRIETATIBUS.  renda  sunt      Idem    stimulus,    eadem 

imtabilitas  mentulam  producunt,  semen 

[/br  tke  Medical  Gaiette.2  expellunt. 

_  Hcec  evacuatio,motuumeon8ecutorum 

-      .                                          .  ultimus,  genitalium   evincit  vigorem; 

Ubi  jam  thalamo  se  composmt  homo  nisifrcquentissim^  continget;  frequen- 

vinbus  integer,  suosque  sopor  occupavit  tissima  morbum  indicat  asthenicum. 

artus,  membrum  tumet  cenitale.    Hoc  Mihi  heec  perpendenti,  videlicet  verc- 

non  raro,  sed  semper,  hand  sparsim,  tri  duritiem,  seminis  somno  profluvium, 

sed  toto  evenit  generi  marium  adul-  mirabilis  videtur  consensus  legis  natur® 

toran.            .  .   -    .  preeceptis  cum  moralibus. 

H»c  veretn  mflatio,  corpore  vigenti,  Lex  enim  est   physica   organorum 

somno  incipit  obrepente:  somno  gra-  animalium  vires  usii  firmatas,    etiam 

datim  cessante  desinit.  auctas    esse;     desuetudine    infractas. 

Plenque,  cmn  nox  prim6  somnum  Aures,  oculi,  nasus,  lingua,  tactus- 

concihet,    altAm    dormientes    hujusce  ad  quantam  sensills  atc^fi^iw  usd  per- 

tumons    baud    conscii   sunt.      Nocte  veniant! 

autem   adultA,  qumn  vesica  minis  re-  Quanta  sensuum  hebetudo,  si  torpes- 

pleatnr,  expergiscuntur  matulam  qus-  cant  otio ! 

situri,  dolorem  cystidis  distensae  evacua-  Cataracta  oculi  potenti®,  qui  cemit, 

tione    sedatun.       Hoc    ipso    tempore  se  opponens,  si  multos  annos  invetera- 

se^tur  erectio  virgw.  yerit,  retina  vim  perceptivam  perdet, 

Hjngitur    autem    membrum    primis  Usus  crurum  aut  brachiorum  si  pre 

hons ;   nam  si  clamor  subitus  de  suo  tempore  cesset,  fient  membra  tenuiora. 

•balmy  sleep,"  virum  expergefecisset,  Musculi  more  insolito  exercitati  quan- 

mo  etiam  tempore  percipiatur  inflatio.  tum  adipiscantur  magnitudinem ! 

Haec  m  impuberibus  varissim^,   in  En  athletarum  corpora!    Ex  pcde, 

wlultis,  sam  corporis,  semper  notatur.  dicitur,  Herculem.    Ex  moscnlo  bici- 

bani,  dico,  corporis;  scilicet  febriculA,  pite  Crib,  Molyneux,  Gully,  M.P. 

scu  mierore  corpus,  aut  animnm  oppri-  Talis  est  lex  physica.    necqtta  vero 
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moralitatiB  Christians  huic  leg!  obstaxe  Buseultatora    decide    irpon  the  exist- 

fwdbiAfrjCastitatemexigentes^rfectain.  ence   of    pneumonia   rrom  the  simple 

QasB,  si   rit4  hsc  serventur  jussa,  hct  of  hearing  a  crepitating  rattle,  of 

multis  coeUhibus  per  menses,  per  annos,  whaterer  form  or  quality ;  and  as  this 

sit  duratura.  rattle,  under  some  of  its  phases,  exists 

Quid  ergo?    Morum  puritas  partium  in  (Bdema  of  the  lung,  in  mflammation 

genitaHum  vires  minmtP     Haudquar  of  the  minute  bronchial  tubes,  and  in 

quam.    Quippe  potentia  hisce  noctumis  what  is  called  pulmonary   apoplexy, 

ments  inflationibus  mirum  in  modum  as  well  as  in  the  early  and  receding 

conservatur.    Naturse  et  sanctitatis  ad-  stages  of  pneumonia,  it  has  been  sup- 

miranda  congruitas !  posed  by  some  that  it  cannot  be  re- 

Multi    prstere^   moechi,    obtentum  garded  as  characteristic  or  pathogno- 

vitiis  qusrentes,  concubii  necessitatem  monic  of  that  disease.  There  are  others, 

asseverant    Si  cast^  vivant,  plethord  accurate  observers,  who  consider  that 

seminali,   sic    aiunt,  corripientur ;    et  the  crepitating  rattle  of  pneumonia  is 

Kgritudine  seu  morte  prematura  virtutis  peculiar,  and  distinguishaole  from  that 

stmtitiam  monstrabunt  accompanying  all  other  affections  of 

Falsa !    Ipss,  enim,  emissiones,  na^  the  chest.    Whether  a  previous  sta^re 

turs  mandato,*  plethoram;  seu  univer-  can  be  recognised  by  a  local  puerUe 

salem,  seu  eenitalium,  pneveniunt.  respiration,  as  some  authors  believe, 

Sic  mandata  Christi  et  natura  cor-  or  whether  the  presence  of  the  pulmo- 

poris  consentiunt.    Dum  homines  las-  nary  congestion,  which  at  least  some- 

civi  culpam  k  se  baud  amoveant ;  casti  times  precedes  inflammation,  |nay  be 

infirmitatis  timorem  hilariter  objiciant.  ascertained   by  the  "  humid  ronchus 

Nee  poet4  sceptico  concordent,  turpiter  with  continuous  bubbles,"  as  stated  by 

blaterante —  M.  Foumet— or  whether  there  are  any 

"Ttotiimrcligiopotuit8u«lereii«iton.«.»»  characters    in    the  r^tles  which  are 

sufficient  to  distinguish  the  crepitation 

RoBRRTUS  Hull,  M.D.  of  advancing  from  that  of  receding 

Coiieirii  Bcgaiia  Kxtra-Pennissiis.  pneumonia,  as  has  also  been  asserted 

Norrici,  .    by  that  gentleman — ^my  recent  expe- 

Octobris  isio.  nence  has  not  enabled  me  to  form  a 


•^^-^-— —— -— ^— ^— — —  decided  opinion;  but  observation  in- 

REPORTS    OF   CASES  duces  me  to  believe  that  a  small,  fine, 

'  equable,  and  dry  crepitation,  occurring 

Br  H.  M.  HuGHis,  M.D.  in  puffs  towards  the  termination  of  the 

Assistont  Phytldan  to  Ouy'i  Hotpltal.  and  inspiratory  movement,  is  certainly  char 

Fbysician  to  the  Snirey  Ditpenmy.  lactenstic  if  not  pathognomonic  of  an 

rru-  sx    ^  J-    in    ^*4.  T  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

[«».  /*,  Medu^  GasetU.-i  f^  aU^mplaints  of  the  chest,  none, 

""■"  with  the  exception  of  pleuritis,  have 
Pneumcnia. — ^Though  the  occasional  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  entirely  under 
existence  of  a  latent  form  of  the  com-  the  control  of  remedies,  when  occurring 
plaint  cannot  be  doubted,  there  are  few  in  persons  of  good  constitution,  as 
diseases  the  characters  of  which  are  pneumonia.  As  1  have  genen^y  found 
usually  more  distinctly  marked  than  the  ordinary  plan  of  treatment  by 
pneumonia.  The  ^neral  symptoms,  bleecUng,  calomel,  and  antimony,  to 
and  the  physical  sipis;  the  pungent  be  effectual  in  subduing  the  disease, 
heat  of  skin,  to  which  attention  lias  and  as  I  have  sometimes  seen  it  recur 
been  recently  called  by  Dr.  Addison ;  more  than  once  after  its  temporary 
the  viscid  rusty  expectoration;  the  reduction,  until  the  system  has  been 
short  hacking  cough,  occurring  espe-  brought  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cially  after  each  attempt  at  deep  inspi-  cnry,  after  wliich  it  has  rapidly  and 
ration;  the  peculiar  crepitating  rattle ;  entirely  disappeared,  I  have  never  yet 
the  defined  aulness  on  percussion,  and  treated  a  case  of  pneumonia  by  large 
the  resonance  of  voice  over  the  affected  doses  of  antimony  idone,  though  I  be- 
part,  are  sufficient  to  distinguish  its  lieve  that  there  are  instances,  partieu- 
earlv  stara  from  all  other  diseases  larly  in  children,  in  which  sucn  treat- 
with  which  it  is  liable  to  be  confounded,  ment  may  be  desirable.  Not  having 
I  have,  however,  not  unfrequently  ob-  myself,  however,  met  with  them,  and 
served  that  young  and  inexperienced  already  possessing  means  of  subduing 
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the  disease,  the  efficacy  of  which  had,  eupation  was  in   a  gas-factory,  took 

I  believed,  been  abundantly  proved,  I  scarlatina  from  his  youneer  brothen, 

have  not  felt  justified  in  trying  expe-  who  passed  through  the  disease  with- 

riments  of  other  methods  of  cure  in  an  out  danger,  and  aSnost  without  incon- 

affection  the  character  of  which  is  so  venience.      He  was  not  seriously  ill, 

important  as,  in  its  result,  to  involve  the  and  was  confined  to  his  bed  only  one 

life  or  death  of  the  individual.  day,  Sdpt.  24th,  after  which,  the  rash 

The   preceding  remarks   upon  the  not  havmg  disappeared,  he  returned  to 

usually    remediable    nature  of  pneu-  his  work,  and  continued   it  till  the 

monia,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  means  evening  of  the  28th,  up  to  which  time 

ordinarily  adopted  for  its  cure,  may  he  drs^  freely  of  cold  water,  as  was 

appear  singularly  inconsistent  with  the  his  custom  while  heated  by  his  occupa- 

fact  that  tne  three  cases  noted  in  the  tion.    On  that  night  he  complained  of 

table  formerl}^  pubUshed  all  terminated  feeling  very  ill,  and  of  severe  pain  in 

fatally.      This  inconsistency   will,    I  his  back,  right  side,  and  scrobicnlus 

think,  entirely   disappear,  when   the  cordis,  and  subsequently  of  cough  and 

circumstances    connected    with    these  dyspnoea.     He  was  seen  by  a  surgeon, 

three  cases  are  attentively  considered,  who  bled  him  twice,  on  Sept.  29th,  to 

They  were  the  following : —  about  16  ounces;  and*  on  Sept  30th, 

Ist. — A  child,  aged  five  months,  who  to   12  ounces,   and  prescribed    such 

had  been  ill  forthree  or  four  days  before  medicines  as  he  thought  fit    On  Oct 

I  saw  it,  was  at  that  time  blanched  from  1st  he  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the 

loss  of  blood,  and  other  active  treat-  Surrey  Dispensary,  under  my  care.    I 

ment,  and  had  a  sloughing  blister  upon  found  him  lying  on  his  back,  with  his 

the  sternum :  the  respiration  was  ex-  shoulders  raised ;  a  flushed  turnd  face, 

tremely  frequent,  and  the  pulse  a  mere  and  anxious  countenance ;  a  not  and 

flutter.     Stimulants  were  inunediately  pun^nt  skin;  a  red  dry  tongue;  hia 

administered,  but  it  died  the  next  or  respiration  48  in  the  minute,  and  very 

succeeding  day.     This,  had  it  been  laborious;    his  pulse   140,   fluid  and 

sufficiently  early,  might  probably  have  compressible.  He  had  a  frequent  cough, 

been  a  fair  case  for  the  exhibition  of  with  an  abundant  thick  and  viscid, 

antimony.     No  examination  was  al-  yellow,    muco -purulent  expectoration, 

lowed.  He  had  passed  m  the  previous  twenty- 

2d.~A  man,  aged  60,  by  occupation  four  hours  between  two  and  three  pints 

a  carter,  of  very  intemperate  habits,  of  dark  purple-coloured   urine,  with 

who,  according  to  his  wile's  statements,  some  coagula  of  blood.    His  Stress 

had  taken  very  little  solid  food  for  was  too  great,  and  he  was  alt(^ther 

some  years,  and  had  lived  almost  en-  far  too  ill,  to  render  a  minute  stethosco- 

tirely  upon  porter  and  spirits.    When  pic  examination  of  the   chest  eiUier 

visited  he  was  labouring  under  sub-  necessary  or  justifiable,  but  dulness  on 

acute  pneumonia  of  the  left  side,  which,  percussion  was  sufficiently  evident  on 

as  indicated  by  the  stethoscopic  signs,  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  below  the 

appeared  to  be  reduced  by  the  mild  mammary reeion,togetherwiUi  increased 

antiphologistic  measures  adopted  for  resonance  of  the  voice,  and  distance  of 

his  relief.    The  natural  souna  on  per-  the  bronchial  rattles.    The  same  was 

cussion  of  the  part  returned ;  the  re-  observed  on  the  lower  part  of  the  left 

sonance  of  the  voice  ceased ;  the  febrile  side  posteriorly.    The  upper  part  of 

excitement  subsided ;   the  cough  was  the  chest  sounded  well  on  percussion ; 

for  from  frequent  or  troublesome,  and  but  here,  as  in  every  part  of  ooth  lunffs, 

he  had  no  hectic ;  but  he  took  no  food,  was  heard  an  intense  mucous  lattie. 

and  having  entirely  lost  his  relish  for  His  pain  he  referred  to  the  loins,  and 

his    formerly    favourite   beverge,    he  inferior  part  of  the  right  side  of  the 

lingered   on    for   six   weeks  ^r  two  thorax.    On  the  whole  he  presented  one 

months,  and  seemed  ultimately  to  die,  of  the  most  acute,  extensive,  and  unpro- 

not  so  much  from  the  direct  conse-  mising  cases  of  recent  disease,  that  I 

quences  of  his  primary  disease  as  from  had  ever  witnessed.    Ordered 

exhaustion,  resulting  from  his  incana-  c.C.  lumbis  ad^xii. ;  etUteridcxtro  ad  In. 

bility  of  taking  sufficient  support.     No  Descendat   in  balneum  callid.  et  postn 

examination  was  allowed.  applicetr.     CatapLuma  Lini    lambb. 

3d. — C.   B.  aged  18,  a  thin  jouth,  of  R  Polv.  Jalap,  gr.  xii. ;     Hydraig. 

hght  complexion,  whose  ordinary  oc-  Chlorid.    g;r.  iij.  at  gamend.    ^  An- 


DR.  HUGHES'  REPORTS  OP  CASES— PNEUMONIA.  207 

tim.  Potaasio  Tart.  gr.  i ;  Hydrerg.  by  which  evidently  he  had  got  cold, 

Chlorid.  gr.  j. ;  PaW.  Digitalis,  gr.  as. ;  and  reproduced  his  inflammatory  affec- 

Ext.  Hyosciam.  gr.  iij.  M.  fiat  pil.  4ti8  tion  j  lace  was  flushed ;  tongue  red  and 

horis    somenda  e   haust.  effervescente  dry ;   mucous  rattle  much   increased ; 

commun.  dimness    on    percussion    now    existed 

Oct.  2d.— Bowels  opened  three  times ;  before  and  behind,  with  tubular  respi- 

nrine  lighter  in  colour,  but  mixed  with  ^tion  at  the  inferior  part  of  right  side, 

faces ;  ne  perspired  freely  after   the  a»d  posteriorly  on  left  side ;  skin  hot 

bath  ;  pain  of  loins  and  of  right  hypo-  and  drv  ;  pulse  140,  sharp,  but  com- 

chondnum  entirely  removed;    tongue  pressible. 

still    red,   but  moist ;     complains    of  Ol.  Ricini,  5yj.  at.    Applicet.  parti  ulce- 
pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  with  a  ratae    Ung.  Hydrarg.    Repetantur  alia 
sense  of  weight  and  oppression  ;  pulse,  medicamenta. 
respiration,  and  cough,  as  on  the  day  8th.— Mucous  rattles  again  intense 
before.  and  universal;   respiration  again  48 1 
C.  C.  Scrob.  Cord,  ad  .^x.    Rep.  Bain,  passed  a  bad  and  restless  night ;  evident 
callid.   Cont.  Cataplaima.  Pil.  et  Mia-  enlargement  now  existed  on  the  rieht 
tnra.  side,  and  increased  dulness  on  the  left 
3rd.— Perspired*  very  freely  after  the  side,  but  he  was  too  ill  for  minute  ex- 
bath,  and  slept  comfortably  during  a  amination;  pulse  120,  small  and  feeble; 
considerable    portion    of  the    night ;  cough  not  very  troublesome  except  on 
cough  much  decreased  in  freauency,  attempted  deep  inspiration;  but  little 
and  rattles  much  less ;  great  aulness  expectoration. 

still   existed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Rep.  Haust.  c.Ammon.Scsquicarb.gr.  iij. 

right  side,  and  bronchophony  was  very  Empl.  Cantharid.  Magn.  lateri  deztro. 

distinct  at  the  inner  side  of  the  left  Hydrarg.  Chlorid.  gr.  j. ;  Antim.  Po- 

scapula;  the  tongue  was  clean,  red,  and  tassio  Tart.  gr.  ^.     M.    ft.  pU.  2di8 

ratner  dry ;   he   complained  of  great  ^°"^  smrienda. 

thirst ;  urine  scanty  and  turbid,  from  9th.— Had  a  bad  night,  and  com- 

the  lithates,  becoming  quite  clear  by  plained  much  of  want  of  sleep ;  pulse 

moderate   heat,    and   not    afterwards  140,  exceedingly  feeble;  respirations  60; 

coagulating  by  either  heat  or  nitric  had  cold  perspirations ;  expectoration 

acid;  pulse  120,  soft  and  compressible;  profuse,  muco-purulent,  ana  thick,  but 

respirations  36,  and  comparatively  easy,  not  viscid ;  rignt  side  increased  in  size 

R  Antim.  Potasaio  Tart.  gr.  as. ;  Hydr.  since  yesterday ;    mucous  rattle  uni- 

Chlorid.  gr.  ij. ;  Pulv.  C^u.  gr.  «,.  M.  ^^^«^^ »  ^  ^^«^  ^^^  examination. 

fiat  pil.  etia  horis  aumenda '  applicet  Omitt.   pil.  et  alia  medicament.     Capt. 

Empl.  Cantharid.  lateri  dcxtroetiamque  aUt.  Morphi©   Hydrochlor.  gr.   J,   et 

interscapulaa.      Cont.  Bahi.  et  Catapl.  rcpetat.  vespcre  si  opus  erit. 

Lixii.  R  Am.  Sesqnicarb.  gr.  iij.,  Tr.  ScilUe  et 

4th.— Passed    an    exceUent    night;  V\2T^^' ^ixt'    ^ll'^.  ^^^' 

.          «    •              J     .                °  i  i.  Senege ,  ^iss. ;  M.  hanat.  otia  nor.  aumd. 

aspect  much  improved,  tongue  moist,  im^'.^xj^,    Hydr.    Jj.    femorib. 

still  red,  and  clean,  with  proimnent  pa-  ^j.  ^          o        /         *ai 

pUlflB ;  respirations  35 ;  pulse  124,  small  „           Vr  j  i.  j           i.  _^  i.i     i 

Ld  soft;  skin  comfortably  warm  and  ,    "  P'**'  Had  had  a  comfortable  sleep 

moist;  perspired  freely  after  bath;  he  V"*  "^^.u""  ^^^""^  ^''l^^  expired  at 

had  no  iJain,  and  scarcely  any  cough.-  *  ^'^:  ^^^  ^^^}  day,  being  perfectly 

Persat                             ^      /      -o  conscious,     and     without     important 

5§i.-Still  improving ;  no  change  of  £^^"&«,  ^'^  "^^^^^^   ^^^  ^  ^^"^  <>^ 

importance.— Pereat.  nis  end.  ^               ^ 

6th.— Bowels  open  only  once ;   ap-  J*^!? '•?^^«^"r  '«^«f'y-ff  «•  ^^s 

pears  drowsy;  skin  comfortably  moist;  ^{^   rfeaM. -Externally    there    was 

but  Uttle  cough;  no  pain;  no  effect  evidently  considerable  enlargement  of 

produced  by  the  mercury  on  the  mouth.  ^*^®    "^'^^    ^^^    °^   ^^^    ^?^**'    "^^ 

r^    ^  «•!      rx^i.         1  ^1   w  •  •  *  great    dulness    on    percussion.      The 

Cont.  Pd.c.Oph.,gr.i;0.  Ricmi,5B..  g^ad    was    not    opened.     Chest:    on 

at.  wmiend.;  Rep.  Bain,  et  cont.  Hauat.  ^^moving     the     sternum     there     waa 

7th. — Passed  a  good  ni^ht;  bowels  exposed,  rather  to  the  right  of  the 

once  relieved  by  oil ;    felt  so  much  median  line  in  the  lowest  part  of  the 

better  that  this  morning  he  would  sit  mediastinum,  a  small  defined  abscess, 

up  in  bed  and  throw  off  his  coverings,  entirely  unconnected  with  the  inflam- 
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mation  afiboting  other  parts,  and  con-  from  rather  profuse  hflematuria ;  firam 

taining  about  iaa.  of  hesdthy  pus.  The  all  of  which,  to  my  very  great  sinprise, 

right  pleura  contained  about  two  quarts  and  with  a^;ratification  perhaps  rarely 

01  thick  foetid  sero-purulent  fluid.  The  experienceo,  except  in  smiilar  circiim- 

eeroua  membrane  itself  and  particularly  stances,  I  saw  him  in  a  few  days  rapidlv 

that  investing  the  lung,  was  covered  recovering.  The  hematuria  had  cctsm , 

with  a  thick  layer  of  firm  yellow  lymph,  the  cough  had  much  decreased,  both 

arranged  in    slightly  curved    ahnost  in  frequency  and  violence,  and  all  pain 

parallel  lines,  the  spaces  intervening  had  been  removed ;  the  skin  had  be- 

oetween  which  wf  re  comparatively  free  come  soft  and  moist,  and  the  pulse  was 


entirely  free  from  disease,  even  close  to  buted,  by  inducing  determination  to  the 

the  inflamed  serous  membrane,  with  skin,  and  a  copious  perspiration.    But, 

the  exception  of   the  lining   of  the  while  thus  favourably  advancing,  the 

bronchial  tubes,  which  was  of  an  in-  patient  needlessly  and  carelessly  ex- 

tensely  red  colour  from  injection,  and  posed  himself  to  cold  b^  throwing  off 

nearly  filled  with  purulent  mucus,  but  the  bed-clothes,  and  sitting  up  wi&out 

apparently  neither  softened  nor  thick-  proper  covering.    Most  ox  his  former 

ened.    On  the  left  side  the  pleura  was  complaints  immediately  returned  with 

adherent   from  very  recentlv  efiused  increased  violence ;  the  pneumonia  of 

&lse  membrane,  and   red   nrom   nu-  the  left  side  extended  considerably ; 

merous  small  vessels.  The  entire  lower  the  efi[usion  in  the  nshi  side  rapidly  in- 

lobe  of  this  lung  was  in  a  state  of  red  creased,  and  he  died  in  a  few  Mys  after 

hepatization    from   pneumonia.     The  the  relapse.    Though  I  supposed  pneu- 

upper   lobe,   excej>ting   at   its   lower  monia  to  a  small  amount  existed  when 

and  posterior  portion,  where  it  partook  I  first  saw  him,  as  indicated  by  the 

of  the  disease  of  the  inferior  lobe,  was  pungent  heat  of  the  skin,  and  the  dul- 

healthy ;  but  here,  as  on  the  right  side,  ness  under  the  left  scapula,  I  believed 

the  bronchial  membrane  was  of  a  light  that  it  was  not  then  nearly  equal  in 

crimson  hue  from  injection.    The  peri-  extent  to  that  found  after  death.    My 

cardium    was    partially   adherent   b^  reason  for  this  opinion  was  the  absence 

recent  lymph  to  the  anterior  mediasti-  of  the  physical  signs  of  the  afiTection  in 

num ;  internally  it  was  healthy.    The  the  greater  portion  of  that  part  of  the 

heart  was  free  from  the  appearance  of  lung  in  which  it  was  afterwards  found, 

disease,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  the  evidently  recent  character  of  the 

roseate  tint  of  a  portion  of  the  lining  of  disease,    and   the   obviousjv  difierent 

the   left   ventricle.       Abdomen:   the  sta^^sof  the  inflammation  of'^the  pleura 

liver,  stomach,  spleen,  and  pancreas,  in  tlie  two  sides.    Subse(}uently  to  the 

were  healthy,  and  no  appearance  of  relapse  no  eflicient  examination  of  the 

disease  was  presented  by  tne  intestines,  chest  could  be  made,  and  the  progress 

The  left  kidney  was  healthy ;  the  ri^ht  of  the  inflammation,  therefore,  could 

was  large,  its  surface  was  irregular,  not  be    then  accurately  noted^  inde- 

and  its  cortical  substance  rather  softer  pendently  of  which  the  weakness  of  the 

than    natural;     the   tubular    portion  voice,  and  the  loud  bronchial  rattles 

was  of  a  deep  purple  colour,  hard,  and  existing  throughout  the  lungs,  would 

full  of  blood :  its  tubules  were  particu-  liave  prevented  the  correct  appreciation 

larly  larc^  and  distinct,  and  the  sides  of  two  of  the  most  imnortant  of  the 

of  one  of  its  calyces  were  adherent  by  physical  indications  of  the  presence  of 

the  intervention  of  recent  but  distinct  pneumonia,  even  had  a  mmute  exa- 

cellular  membrane.  mination  been  practicable.    The  cada- 

The  preceding  case  presented  one  veric  inspection  abundantly  proved  the 

of  the  most  severe  and  acute  attacks  of  severity  of   the  complicated  disease ; 

disease  I  have  ever  witnessed,  either  in  and  the  case  is  a  strone  illustration  pf 

my  own  practice  or  that  of  others,  the  care  that  is  rec^uired  to  avoid  expo- 

wnether  public    or   private.      When  sure  to  cold  during  the  progress  of 

first  visited  by  me,  the  patient  was  acute  affections  of  the  skin,  on  the- one 

suffering  from  intense  bronchitis,  from  hand,  and  severe  internal  inflammations 

pleuritis  of  the  right  side,  from  a  small  on  the  other, 

amount  of  pneumonia  in  tJie  left,  and  
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80MB  REMARKS  ^  ^  cvcntB  rcaoh  its  Burfeoe,  together 

OK  TRB  ^^^  th*^  o*^cr  idea  that  they  tenm- 

PLACENTAL  TUPTS  DESCRIBED  BY  nate  or  commence  hy  open  months  on 

wipnvn  *^®  inner  surface  of  the  uterus,  and 
^  '^***'*^  •  that  they  there  take  up  the  blood  poured 
AND  ON  THJBiR  DisTuvuTioN  AND  8I7P-  into  somc  iutcnnediatc  cavities,  or  forced 
P08SO  FUNCTIONS.  into  them  hy  the  placenta  through  the 
By  J.  Knox,  M.D.  placento-uterine  decidua,  wa^  a  state- 
rs-   .»    r     JM     wj.    li^     «  -1  ment,  according  to  my  humole  belief, 
IFor  the  London  Medical  GaxetU.]  ^^  variance  witti    every  thing   I   had 

seen  of  these  textures;  and  with  all 

When  Dr.  Lee  published,  in  the  Phi-  that  I  believed  to  be  sound  in  anatomy 
loeophical  Transactions,  the  result  of    and  physiology. 

his  nighly  interesting  inquiries  into  J  am  particularly  anxious  not  to  be 
the  mode  of  connection  between  the  misunderstood,  or  thought  dogmatical ; 
human  placenta  and  uterus,  a  result  and  from  having  had  no  opportunity  of 
supposea  to  be  unfavourable  to  the  examining  Mr.  Hunter's  preparations 
accuracy  of  the  views  and  dissections  with  sufficient  care  and  attention,  I 
of  the  greatest  anatomist  and  physio-  felt  that  although  many  doubts  arose 
logist  that  ever  lived,  I  took  tne  ear-  in  my  mind  as  to  the  accuracy  of  his 
liest  opportunity  of  returning  to  an  in-  .  views,  I  was  scarcely  entitled  to  speak 
quiij  which  had  repeatedly  engaged  my  positiveljr  respecting  the  extent  to 
anxious  attention ;  and  seized  with  which  his  dissections  bore  out  his 
eagerness  the  first  opportunity  which  theory.  FinfJly,  I  found  it  impossible 
occurred  of  re-examining  the  struc-  to  reconcile  the  language  of  his  memoir 
ture  in  question,  with  what  I  had  myself  seen  on  dis- 

I  need  not  here  recapitulate  what  were  section, 
supposed  by  most  persons  to  have  been  The  first  opportunity  I  had  afforded 
Mr.  Hunter^s  views  on  these  interesting  me  of  examining  the  impregnated  ute- 
points ;  his  celebrated  memoir  must  be  rus,  with  the  placenta  adnenng  and  un- 
familiar to  all  physiologists.  Neither  disturbed,  was  not  a  favourable  one; 
does  it  follow  that  the  generally  received  but  it  satisfied  me  of  this,  that  minute 
notions  as  to  what  were  the  great  vessels  of  some  kind  or  other  do  pass 
anatomist's  views,  may,  after  all,  oe  the  from  the  placenta  to  the  uterus,  and 
accurate  expression  of  what  he  meant,  that  the  mode  of  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Hunters  occupations  were  too  va-  the  uterine  veins  or  sinuses  on  that  sur- 
ried  and  too  serious  to  permit  of  his  face  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  placenta 
giving  to  the  result  of  ms  researches,  adheres  had  not  been  fairly  described : 
when  committed  to  paper,  that  plea-  this  dissection  and  a  subsequent  one 
sant,  flippant,  clear  (beins^  shallow),  agreed  to  a  certain  extent  with  Dr. 
off-hand  style,  so  deliffntfuUyprevalent  I^'s  views ;  but  notwitlistanding  this 
in  the  present  day.  ft  is  sumcient  for  uniformity,  with  which  at  any  other 
me  to  say  here,  that  Dr.  Lee's  dissec-  time  I  would  have  felt  highly  gratified, 
tions  and  observations  are  supposed  by  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  persuade 
himself,  and  by  many  others,  to  be  ad-  myself  that  we  had  seen  the  whole 
verse  to  those  of  Mr.  Hunter.  In  this  truth ;  indeed,  I  preferred  Mr.  Hunter's 
opinion  I,  for  my  own  part,  did  not  view^s,  although  they  seemed  in  part  to 
altogether  Hgree,  Admitting,  however,  be  against  the  evidence  of  my  own 
that  the  real  nature  of  the  connection  senses.  To  suppose,  for  example,  with 
between  the  placenta  and  uterns  was  Mr.  Hunter,  that  the  uterine  veins  pass 
still  involved,  in  great  obscurity,  of  through  the  decidua  to  the  siuface  of 
two  facts,  and  of  the  certainty  of  these,  the  placenta,  and  that  the  uterine 
^  I  had  long  made  up  my  mind;  first,    arteries,    besides  having  this    course, 

that  minute  vessels  containing  coloured    likewise  terminate  by  visible  mouths 
'  blood  do  really  at  all  times  pass  from    in  these  veins,  or  in  tne  pretended  cells 

t  the  uterus  to  tn^  placenta,  or  vice  versA,    of  the  placenta,  were  statements'  quite 

F  but  that  these  vessels  had  never  been    at  variance  with  every  dissection  I  had 

\  fairly  traced  to  their  origins ;  and  se-    made.    But  it  could  not  escape  obser- 

f  eondly,  that  the  notion  entertained  by    vation  tjiat  Mr.  Hunter,  without  ven- 

il  many  that  the  uterine  veins  actually    turing  precisely  to  define  its  nature, 

enter  the  substance  of  the  placenta,  or    had   dcfscribed   *'  a  fine  spongy  sub- 

674.— xxvii.  P 
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stance  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  class,  with  a  reqaest  that,  until  I  had 

Elacenta,  the  interstices  of  which  were  an  opportunity  of  making  the  examinar 

lied  with  a  yellow  injection  which  tion  1  had  spoken  of,  I  distinctly  dis- 

had  been  thrown  into  the  veins  of  the  claimed  all  title  to  novelty : — 

uterus."    These  are  Mr.  Hunter's  own  The  whole  of  the  structures  to  be 

words,  in  his  celebrated  memoir  on  the  examined  were  placed,  when  I  first  saw 

•*  Structure  of  the  Placenta."     He  says,  them,  under  clear  spirits,  and  several 

moreover,  that  the  veins  of  the  uterus  sections    having   been   made   already 

(and  arteries  too,  if  I  rightly  under-  through  and  through  all  the  textures, 

stand    him,)    terminate    upon    these  quite  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  the 

**  fine  spongy  masses."             '  examination  was  begun  upon  the  mar- 

The  next  opportunity  of  examining  gin  of  one  of  these  sections, 

the  impregnated  uterus  and  placenta  tit  On  carefully  pushing  away  the  ph- 

sitA  I  obtained  through  the  kindness  centary'mass  from  the  uterus,  several 

of  my  most  esteemed  friend  and  former  textures  came  into  view  :  to  take  these 

Tmpil  and  assistant.  Dr.  John  Reid.  in  the  order  they  were  first  looked  at  I 

With  a  liberality  worthy  of  Dr.  Lee  shall  commence  ^ith  the  surface  of  the 

himself,  he  allowed  me  to  examine,  for  placenta ;  I  mean,  of  course,  that  sur- 

nearly  an  hour,  a  large  portion  of  the  face  which  adheres  mediately  to  the 

uterus,  with  the  placenta  adhering,  of  uterus.    In  the  structure  of  the  placenta 

a  person  who  had  died  of  an  acute  dis-  adjoining  this  surface  I  could  observe 

ease,  and  undelivered.  nothing  more  than  what  I  had  uniformly 

When  I  first  saw  it  (March,  1839),  previously  noticed,  viz.  minute  vessels 

it  had  been  laid  open,  and  had  been  dividing  and  subdividing  until    they 

repeatedly  handled  and  examined  by  were  just  perceptible  under  the  single 

others.   The  li jht  was  unfavourable  for  lens  I  used.    That  these  were  artenes 

minute  dissections,  and  it  was  out  of  and  veins  there  could  be  no  doubt, 

my  power  to  apply  glasses  of  a  higher  since  any  separate  bundle  might  be 

magnifying   power    than    a    common  traced  backwards  to  the  larger  vessels 

pocket  lens.    What  I  then  saw  I  shall  from  which  they  came.     In  respect  to 

now  record,   premising  that,    as    the  any  placental  cells  or  cavities,  or  large 

appearances  were  new  to  me,  however  placental  sinuses,  or  decidual  spaces,  or 

strongly  they  recalled  to  my  mind  some  placental  spaces,  I  may  as  well  say  at 

of  Mr.  Hunter's  phraseology,  I  informed  once  that  no  such  structures  were  ever 

my  morning  class  that  I  snould  at  the  seen  by  me,  and  that  I  question,  as  1 

lecture  of  tnat  or  of  next  evening  ex-  always  did,  the  existence  of  such  cavi- 

plain  to  them  certain  very  interesting  ties  or  spaces. 

appearanceslhadjust  observed  respect-  Having  traced  certain  minute 
ing  the  structure  of  the  placenta,  and  bmnches  of  these  placental  vessebs  to 
it8  mode  of  connection  wim  the  uterus ;  that  surface  of  the  membrane  inter- 
but  as  I  had  some  recollection  that  one  posed  between  the  placenta  and  uterus 
or  two  German  anatomists  had  recently  (usually  called  decidua,  but  obscure  in 
made  this  very  subject  their  peculiar  its  real  nature),  the  union  of  this  mem- 
study,  of  whose  labours  I  had  not  met  brane  to  the  surface  of  the  placenta 
with  any  French  or  English  translation,  was  found  to  be  comparatively  firm. 
and  which  were,  therefore,  from  my  whilst  its  uterine  surface  adhered  so 
unacquaintance  with  the  German  Ian-  laxly  to  the  uterus,  that  it  mi^ht  be 
^age,  unknown  to  me,  I  should  in  the  pushed  from  it  to  a  considerable  dis- 
mterval  look  hastily  over  a  very  useful  tance  without  destroying  the  anatomy 
compilation  which  had  but  recently  come  of  the  intermediate  textures  or  organs, 
intomy  hands,  viz.  MiOler's  Physiology,  owing  to  their  natural  elasticitj-. 
translated  by  Baly  ;  not  doubting  Being  fully  convinced,  as  I  had  been 
but  some  notice  would  be  taken  of  for  many  years,  that  to  unravel  the 
these  recent  researches,  if  they  had  anatomy  of  these  textures  was  to  dis- 
really  led  to  important  results.  I  at  the  cover  probably  "the  whole  secret  of  the 
same  time  dictated  the  substance  of  my  mode  of  connection  between  the  human 
observations  to  my  assistant,  Mr.  Eel-  foetus  and  its  parent,  I  dissected  and 
bume  King.  Circumstances  having  observed  these  intermediate  textures 
occurred  to  prevent  my  examining  with  the  greatest  care.  To  state  in 
Miiller's  work,  the  following  observa-  some  sort  of  order  what  occurred  at 
tions  were  explained  in  dtwl  to  the  this  point  of  the  inquiry,  I  shall  com* 
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mence  by  observing  that  the  minute  tion  of  the  uterine  veins,  but  merely 
vessels  I  had  seen  in  the  substance  of  lateral  opening  in  the  walls  of  the 
the  placenta  passed  almost  directly  sinus ;  and  tnat  the  peculiar  pen- 
through  the  inteiposed  membrane  or  shaped  orifices,  described  by  many 
decidua  in  numerous  bundles,  being  anatomists  as  seen  on  that  surface  of 
bound  at  the  same  time  to  the  edges  of  the  impregnated  uterus  from  which  the 
the  apertures,  through  which  they  placenta  had  been  detached,  and  which 
passed  by  a  delicate  but  firm  membrane  nad  been  declared  to  be  the  commence- 
derived  from  that  siuface  of  the  deci-  ment  of  the  uterine  veins,  shut  up  by 
dua  which  faces  the  placenta  itself,  the  decidua  so  long  as  it  is  present. 
Having  passed  through  it,  some  of  were  appearances  occasioned  merely 
these  vessels  were  observed  still  to  by  an  incautious  dissection — a  tearing 
contain  a  dark-coloured  fluid,  which  I  away,  in  fact,  of  the  placental  tufts  of 
naturally  thought  must  be  blood.  So  the  membrane  which  connects  the  tufts 
soon  as  these  bundles  of  vessels  had  to  the  orifices  themselves,  and  of  a 
passed  fairly  through  the  decidua,  portion  of  the  delicate  inner  wall  of 
they  proceeded  towards  the  inner  sur-  the  sinus  itself. 

face  of  the  uterus,  enclosed,  as  it  .  I  now  observed  that  the  placental 
appeared  to  me,  in  funnel-shaped  tufts,  on  entering  the  sinuses  by  the 
tubes,  formed  of  a  membrane  con-  orifices  I  have  just  described,  received 
nected  as  well  with  the  inner  surface  a  covering  from  the  inner  membrane 
of  the  uterus  as  with  the  uterine  sur-  of  the  sinus,  reflected  upon  the  tuft 
face  of  the  decidua.  This  membrane  precisely  around  the  orifice.  Neither 
resembled  a  serous  membrane,  but  is  the  time  nor  light  permitted  my  ob- 
probably  merely  a  cellular  tissue  coki-  serving  whether  these  tufts  were  alto- 
densed ;  extremely  delicate,  semi-trans-  gether  loose  within  the  sinuses,  or  had 
parent,  and  not  unlike  the  arachnoid,  adhering  points  connected  with  the 
Many  other  funnel-shaped  portions  or  wall  of  the  sinus ;  and,  in  respect  to 
tubes  had  already  been  torn,  so  as  to  one  of  the  tufts,  it  did  appear  to  me  to 
expose  the  placental  tufts  of  vessels,  anastomose  with  another  tuft  which 
and  I  tore  through  one  or  two  of  these  had  entered  by  a  separate  orifice.  The 
tubes  8o  as  to  be  sure  that  they  par-  tufts  themselves,  in  so  far  as  I  could 
tially  enclosed  the  tufts.  It  now  became  make  out  without  the  aid  of  the  micro- 
evident  that  the  placental  tufts  scope,  seemed  composed  of  longitudinal 
did  not  terminate  in  these  funnel-  striae,  as  if  the  vessels  lay  longitudi- 
shaped  tubes,  but  proceeding  onwards  nally  to  each  other,  and  terminated  by 
adhered  apparently  by  some  means  or  rounded  extremities, 
other  to  tae  surface  of  the  uterus  I  may  now  proceed  with  the  re- 
itself :  it  was  moreover  now  evident,  maininfi^  points  1  purposed  considering 
that,  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  adhesion  in  this  brief  note ;  viz.  1.  Whether  or 
of  the  tufts  to  the  uterus,  was  the  not  a  re-examination  of  the  whole 
desideratum.  Tracing  therefore,  with  structures,  favoured  by  more  leisure 
every  possible  care,  a  bundle  or  tiift  of  and  better  light,  would  confirm,  modify, 
vessels  quite  up  to  the  surface  of  the  or  extend,  my  original  observations  maae 
uterus,  it  was  found  suddenly  to  dis-  in  March  1839.  2.  Brieflv  to  compare 
appear,  plunging  into  an  orifice  leading  these  observations  with  Miiller's  ab- 
directly  into  one  of  the  venous  sinuses  stract  of  Weber's  discoveries  and  in- 
of  the  uterus.  In  this  sinus  or  cavity  quiries :  to  this  it  was  moreover  neces- 
the  placental  tufts  floated,  extending  a  sary  to  proceed  without  delay,  in  order 
considerable  way  into  the  sinus,  and  that  the  scientific  public  mi^ht  have  it 
having  distinct  terminations,  that  is,  in  their  power  to  decide  previous  to  the 
not  uniting  or  anastomosing,  so  far  as  publication  of  Dr.  Reid's  memoir,  in 
could  be  observed,  with  any  other  how  far  these  observations  of  mine 
system  of  vessels.  I  now  reversed  the  a^ed,  or  were  at  variance,  with  the 
mssection :  a  uterine  sinus  was  laid  discoveries  of  Weber.  3.  To  submit  a 
open  more  on  that  aspect  which  faced  few  observations  as  to  the  probable 
the  substance  of  the  uterus:  it  now  extent  to  which  Mr.  Hunter's  views 
seemed  to  me  that  the  orifices  by  which  might  be  reconciled  with  these  later 
the  placental  tufts  had  penetrated  into  dissections. 

the  uterine  sinuses  were  in  no  sense  Having  obtained,  a  few  days  ago,  a 

either  the  commencement  or  termina-  portion  of  the  same  utems  and  placenta 
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on  which  my  original  observations  had  towards  the  snrface  of  the  uteros,  untfl 
be^n  made,  improved  however  in  this  thevbeoame  so  minute  as  to  be  invisible 
respect,  that  smce  the  time  I  first  saw  under  a  strong  pocket  lens,  and  there- 
it  some  fine  vermilion  injection  had  fore  at  least  twenty  times  smaller  than 
been  thrown  into  the  placental  (umbi-  the  branches  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Hunteri 
lical)  vein,  I  re-examined  with  a  com-  without  in  a  single  instance  being  able 
mon  lens,  and  under  direct  sun-light,  to  satisfy  myself  that  a  single  bianch 
these  structures,  placed  as  usual  under  of  any  calibre  whatever  did  really 
clear  water  or  spirits:  again  tracing  the  terminate  in  a  vein.  In  fact^  they  di- 
placental  tufts  through  the  decidua  to  vided  and  subdivided  until  they  entirely 
the  surface  of  the  uterus,  they  were  disappeared.  Not  content  with  these 
seen  to  enter  the  orifices  in  the  walls  repeated  dissections,  I  obtained^  through 
of  the  uterine  sinuses,  after  being  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Marr  f Lecturer  on 
enclosed  in  the  funnel-shaped  mem-  Midwifery  in  Queen's  College,  Edin- 
branous  tubes  already  described;  in  bureh),  tne  uterus  of  a  person  who  had 
short,  the  only  additional  fact  I  was  died  a  few  days  after  delivery  of  puer- 
able  to  make  out  was  the  presence  of  peral  fever.  A  fine  size  injection,  co- 
some  extremely  minute  injected  vessels  loured  with  vermilion,  was  thrown  into 
in  the  substance  of  the  uterus.  These  one  of  the  uterine  arteries  ;  the  uterus 
were  quite  new  to  me,  and  unexpected;  was  then  laid  open,  and  many  of  these 
for,  on  being  traced  to  their  origin,  they  vessels  traced  through  the  substance  of 
were  found  to  be  placental  vessels;  and  the  uterus  to  the  rough  inner  surface, 
that  they  were  continuous  with  the  to  which  it  was  evident  the  placenta 
umbilical  vein,  and  of  the  same  nature  had  adhered.  A  loose  cellular  ad- 
as  the  vessels  composing  the  placental  hering  substance  marked  this  s]^ 
tufts,  was  inferred  from  this,  that  they  together  with  a  few  clots  of  blood  un- 
contained  seemingly  some  of  the  red  bedded  in  it.  Long  before  reaching 
coloured  injected  material  which,  as  I  this  substance  the.  uterine  arteries  had 
have  already  said,  had  been  thrown  divided  and  subdivided  to  a  great  ex- 
only  into  the  umbilical  vein.  Thus  tent;  many  minute  branches  passed 
another  enigma  comes  to  be  added  to  from  the  surface  of  the  tttenls  into  the 
the  physiology  of  these  structures,  cellular  and  gelatinous-looking  sub- 
whicn,  so  far  from  clearingr  up  the  stance  adhering  to  its  inner  sur&ce, 
doctrines  deducible  from  existing  &cts,  ramifying  in  it  in  long  fine  filaments, 
tends  rather  to  embarrass  the  whole,  out  of  ^^ch,  however,  the  injection 
Here,  then,  is  a  subject  clearly  open  had,  generally  speaking,  not  been 
for  future  investigation.  efl^ed.  Had  the  placenta  been  present, 
I  next  examined  the  uterine  vessels,  with  its  decidual  membrane,  I  think  it 
and  more  especially  the  uterine  arteries,  not  unlikely  butthat  these  vessels  might 
respecting  the  mode  of  termination  of  have  been  traced  into  it.  In  the  mean- 
which  there  existed  so  many  contra-  time  I  ought  also  to  remark,  that  not  a 
dictory  and  unwarranted  assertions ;  particle  of  the  coloured  injection  had 
unwarranted,  I  mean,  by  any  direct  or  escaped  into  any  of  the  uterine  sinuses, 
intuitive  evidence.  As  it  had  been  After  this  I  conceive  I  have  a  right 
asserted  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  by  still  to  conclude,  notwithstanding  any 
many  others  (amongst  whom  I  believe  authority  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
I  am  entitled  to  include  Dr.  Reid),  that  mode  of  termination  of  the  uterine 
these  arteries  terminate  by  open  mouths  arteries  is  altogether  unknown, 
of  about  the  size  of  half  a  crow-quill,  2d.  At  the  time  I  ori^nally  made 
in  the  uterine  veins,  whether  these  these  observations,  I  withheld  their 
veins  be  considered  as  terminating  publication  on  the  grounds  already 
precisely  at  the  surface  of  the  uterus,  stated  at  the  commencement  of  this 
or  extended  outwards,  as  Mr.  Hunter  note,  and  fully  explained  to  my  class 
thought,  through  the  intermediate  tex-  at  the  time,  viz.  that  they  seemed  to  me 
tures  to  the  surface  of  the  placenta,  I  to  have  been  anticipated  in  all  essential 
cnve  my  utmost  attention  to  the  careful  points  by  Weber.  In  what  respect 
dissection  of  several  of  the  curling  they  may  be  found  to  coincide  with 
arteries  of  the  uterus,  commencing  at  Dr.  Keid's  more  elaborate  researches 
e  point  where  they  were  of  considerable  into  the  same  subject,  I  cannot  pretend 
size,  and  easily  distinguishable  without  at  present  to  say,  having  seen  but  a 
any-4ens,  ana  tracing  them  onwards  very  brief  abstract  of  the  memoir  (in 
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the  Athensum)  read  by  him  to  the  probably  attracts  from  it  some  of  th«i 
meeting  of  the  British  Association  held  matters  dissolved  in  it."  • 
during  the  present  autumn  in  Glasgow.  Now  that  my  attention  has  been 
I  have  also  been  further  informed  by  particularly  directed  to  the  above  quo- 
tum, that  the  abstract  is  extremely  im-  tation,  I  certainly  do  perceive  contra- 
perfect.  At  present  he  considers  his  dictory  parts  and  assertions,  which  can 
views  to  be  quite  distinct  from  those  of  scarcely  be  supported  by  a  very  strict 
Weber,  whose  original  memoir  he  has  anatomy ;  these  escaped  me  when  I  first 
had  the  advantage  of  consulting.  This  perused  it.  Still  I  am  not  disposed  to< 
memoir  I  have  never  seen,  and  beg  consider  these  seeming  contraoictions 
leave  therefore  to  quote  the  passage  as  really  affecting  the  merit  of  Weber's 
con tained in Miiller'sjPhysiolo^, Parti,  discoveries. 

p.  249,  from  which  I  drew  the  mference  3dly.  It  now  only  remains  that  I 
that  my  own  researches  coincided  with  should  endeavour  to  shew  in  how  &r 
those  of  the  distinguished  German :  Mr.  Hunter  had  seen  and  understood 
*'  Absorption  by  organic  attraction, —  these  textures,  as  we  see  and  under* 
The  question  whether  the  blood  in  the  stand  theiAi  now ;  but  to  do  this  satis- 
capillary  vessels,  or  these  vessels  them-  factorily  would  require  a  considerable 
selves,  exert  on  ceitain  substances  an  extent  of  comment,  which  I  have  not 
attraction  which  differs  in  its  nature  leisure   at   present   to  attempt.    Mr. 
from  any  accounted  for  by  physical  Hunter  has  stated  distinctly,  1st,  That 
laws,  is    quite    distinct  from  the  one  the  placental  vessels  terminate  in  a 
above  discussed.    There  is  only  one  fine  spongy  mass  (placental  tufts,  We- 
part  of  the  bod^  in  which  this  kind  of  her) ;  2dly,  That  tne  uterine  veins  ter« 
attraction  certainly  exists,  and  that  is  minate  or  commence  on  the  sur&ce  of 
the  capillary  system  of  the  placenta,  this   spongy    mass ;    3dly,    That    the 
The  existence  of   lymphatics  in  the  uterine  arteries,  whatever  other  termi- 
placenta   and    umbilici    cord    being  nations  they  may  have,  do  also  open 
quite  problematical,  the  transmission  upon  the  sur&ce  of  this  fine  spongy 
ofnutntive  fluids  from  the  mother  to  the  mass,  and  into  the  uterine  sinuses.    I 
child  must  be  effected  by  means  of  the  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  there  are 
capillary  vessels  of  the  placenta.  There  several  seeming,  if  not  real,  contradic- 
is  no  direct  communication  between  tions  in  many  passages  of  Mr.  Hunter's 
the  veessels  of  the  mother  and  those  of  memoir ;  that  ne  mistook  for  veins  the 
the  fcetus ;  the  sole  mode  by  which  the  funnel-shaped    membranous  processes 
uterine  arteries  terminate  is  by  becom-  enclosing  the  placentary  tufts  on  their 
in^  continuous  with  the  radicle  uterine  way  to  tlie  uterine  veins ;  and  that  he 
veins;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  foetal  fimciedheaaw,  although  I  cannot  be- 
arteries  of  the  placenta  have  no  other  lieve  that  he  did,  the  actual  termination 
mode  of  termination  than  in  tlie  com-  of  the  curling  arteries  of  the  uterus^ 
mencing  foetal  veins  of  the  same  part.  &c.    With  these  obscurities  and  diffi- 
Weber  has  given  a  very  interesting  oulties,  which  after  all  may  be  merely^ 
description  of  the  mode  in  which  the  in  tenns,  I  have  nothing  to  do ;  but  it 
placenta   and    uterus   are  connected,  is  my  firm  conviction  that  Mr.  Hunter 
The  finest  ramifications  of  the  placental  saw  precisely  what  Weber  and  myself 
vessels  are  distributed  in  the  tufted  pro-  have  seen,  and  that  he  wanted  merely 
cesses  on  the  maternal  surface  ofme  sufficient  confidence  in  the  theory  oi 
placenta.    The  arteries  ramify  in  the  "  absorption  by  imbibitioB,"  to  have 
tufted  villi,  and  terminate  at  the  extre-  expressed  himself  in  totally  other  terms 
mities  of  the  villi  by  direct  inosculation  than  what  he  did. 
with  the  radicles  of  the  placental  veins.  Newington  PUu»,  Edlnbarrii, 
Bundles  of  these  tufts  of  villi  project  Oct.  at,  1840. 
into  the  cavities  of  the  laree  veins,  in    — - 

tolt'sSl^SiSi    FlTtS  IODIDE  OF  POTASH  IN  PARALYSIS. 

arrangement  of  the  tufts,  and  from  the  

delicacy  of  the  coats  of  the  uterine  Ta  the  Bditor  qf  the  Medical  Gasttt: 

vems,     the    foetal    blood    circulating 

through  the  capillaries  of  the  placentxu  ' 

tufts  IS  freely  exposed  to  the  action  of  I'   you  consider   the  following  case 

the  venous  blood  of  the  mother,  and  worthy  a  place  in  the  pages  of  your 
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toSert  .^f-Sml'sC  ""*  "'  "'"'■'^  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Your  constant  reader,  rt_»j      /^  *  t     on  lo^n 

Isaac  Watmough,  CM.  M.D.  ^"^^  ^"^  ^0. 1840. 

Porklington,  Yorkshire,  ~— 
Oct  27, 1840. 

"Licet  omnibos,  licet  etiam  milil,  difcniUtem 

Mrs.  D.,  aged  55,  of  stout  habit  and  ^'•(•f.  ^*^''^'  '"^" » .l^»«*^,  'n"*^**  venicndi  io 

ATxto.  A^.,  oE^^u  «^,  ya  owui.  tic»«^x..  »iau  publicuiii  Sit,  dicendi  ucnculam  non  recuso." 

Ballow  complexion,  immediately  after  Cicwo. 

breakfast  on  the  3d  February  last  be-  

came  speechless,  and  paralytic  on  right 

side.     Whfen  I  arrived  she  had  jiist  ^^'  WARBURTON'S  BILL. 

been  seized  with  a  convulsion  which  t„e  jitter  signed  "  A  Phj-Bician," 
affam  recurred.  She  was  bled  to  ,  .  ,  ?  .  -^  ' 
twenty.five  ounces,  and  a  smart  purga-  "^^^^^  appears  m  the  present  number, 
tive  administered,  and  leeches  to  the  and  some  others  previously  inserted,  ai 
head.  Convulsive  attacks  continued,  well  as  certain  observations  which  we 
with  distortion  of  muscles  of  face  and  have  heard  fall  in  the  medical  world,  in- 
right  eye.  In  the  evemng  convulsions  ,  .  x  xi.-  i_.  a  J*  i. 
ceksed,  complete  paralysis  of  right  side  ^^^«  ^  *°  ^^^^  ^  *^  subject,  which, 
remaining.  when  w^e  last  wrote  on  it,  we  had  in- 
Next  morning  (4th),  she  was  again  tended  to  leave  without  another  word  to 
threatened  with  a  return  of  the  con-  the  fate  which  aU  parties,  including 
vulsion :  and  although  the  pulse  was  ^„^„  ,.  .,  *•  •  ^  r  •* 
feeble  and  compresSble,  ^th  great  ^^^"  ^^  ^"^^o^'  anticipate  for  it. 
paleness  of  countenance,  I  recollected  Let  us  first  set  ourselves  nght  with 
the  excellent  remark  of  that  high  au-  our  correspondent.  Dr.  Crosse,  who,  in 
thority,  Dr.  Abercrombie,  of  Edin-  his  praise  of  the  proposed  system  of 
burgh,  viz.  **  Weakness  of  the  pulse  «,^«a^,  ;^««;„«„  *u«*  i,«  v.v«  ««  for 
and^^pLleness  of  the  countenanc?  we  '^«''^^'  unagmes  that  he  has  us  for 
have  seen  to  be  frequent  spiptoms  of  opponents.  So  far  is  this  from  being 
the  worst  forms  of  sanguineous  apo-  the  case,  that  he  will  find  that  in  the 
plexy :"   I  bled  her  to  svncope,  and  number  for  the  2d  of  October  we  said 

rSoS*  ««** h??isS  *^'  «*  " wonldundoubtedly  be  advanU- 

pwms  to  the  inferior  extremities.  S^ous     to   possess    the    register    for 

On  the  5th,  bowels  well  acted  on,  but  other  purposes  than  that  which  is  con- 
no  improvement  J  there  is  a  great  ten-  tcmplated  in  the  bill,  namely,  the  election 
dency  to  coma.  She  was  now  bled  to  ^f  ^he  officers  of  the  new  faculty."  To 
eight  ounces,  which  made  her  faint;  ^,  .  .  .  ..it  ,1  ;  •  •. 
she  soon  rallied  to  her  former  state.  ^^^  <^P^^o^  ^'^  still  adhere ;  but  is  it 

6th.— Symptoms  still  continuing,  the  not  absurd  that  such   a   registration 

iodide  of  potash  was  ordered  in  three-  should  be  made  "rather  an  expensive 

grain  doses  three  times  a  day,  and  in  afi^i^  ?"-that  when  lists  are  kept  by 

four  days  there  was    a  marked   im-  ,    ,.        .       ,    ,          ,            * 

provement.    Three  weeks  after  tlie  use  ^^^^  licensing  body,  and  may  be  or- 

of   iodide  having  been  regularly  at-  dered  to  be  published  by  them  in  one 

tended  to,  she  having  taken  daily  from  general  volume,   an  extravagant  sys- 

nine  to  twelve  grains  per^y,  she  can  t^m    of   registrars    and    subrcgistrars 

hold  a  needle  m  the  nght  hand,  but  is  „i,^  ,ij  v«       *  -^1            a    xrrZ     *k- 

not  able  to  feel  it.    Tffis  treatment  was  should  be  entered  upon  ?    Why,  the 

persevered  in  for  three  weeks  longer,  expense  of  this  registration,  added  to 

when  she  was  completely  restored  to  that  of  working  the  rest  of  the  bill, 

her  usual  state  of  health,  every  symp-  jg  expected    to    be    so    considerable, 

?^:Wa»sft?re'd  '\  '^  -  t^lerablyhigh  tax  leyicdon 
me  that  she  was  sometimes  affected  ^^^h  practitioner  be  not  sufficient  to 
with  headache,  which  was  alwajrB  re-  defray  it,  a  voteof  Parliament  is  to  sup- 
moved  by  a  Htde  purgative  medicine.  ply  the  deficiency,  till  (for  Parliament 

win  not  stand  many  such  annual  votes, 
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U'itncfis  the  ca/se  of  the  London  Univer-  count  the  number  of  pieces  into  which 

sity)  the  tax  can  be  increaaed.  the  most  active  advocates  of  medical  re- 

The  advantages  of  an  authentic  list  form  have  split.  A  large,  and  the  most  re- 

of  the  whole  medical  profession,  stating  spectable  section,  including  those  whose 

the  residence,  the  qualifications,  and  notions  of  reform  were  limited  to  the 

the  dates  of  the  licenses  of  each  of  its  destruction  of  the  monopoly  of   the 

members,  would  certainly  be  considera- .  highest  medical  honours  by  the  an- 

ble,  and  worth  a  small  sum  levied  cmce  cient  Universities  and  the  College  of 

or  even  annually  on  each  person  regis-  Physicians,  and   to  the  improvement 

tered  in  it.     But  we  repeat  that  we  of  the   general   standard   of  medical 

should  '*be  taxed  to  purchase  chains  education,    went  off  to   the  London 

for  ourselves,"  if  we  had  to  contribute  University.       The   members   of  this 

any  thing,  however  small,  to  the  main-  section   are    now,    in    the    minds  of 

tenance  of  such  a  bill  as  Mr.  Warbur-  their  former  co-mates,  ranked  with  the 

ton's,  though  it  did  bring  with  it  the  vilest  of  monopolists,  and  will  evidently 

single  sohtary  benefit  of  a  registrar  betheobjects  of  their  direct  vengeance, 

tion.    Besides,  the  whole  benefit  may  should  the  true  reformers— that  is,  the 

be  obtained,  as  we  have  already  said,  party  not  yet  possessing  their  desired 

by  the  publication  of  a  general  list  of  places   of  influence^  ever    come  into 

the  members  of  the  several  Colleges  and  power. 

Halls.  Such  a  list  is  now  published  or  This  remaining  party  has,  of  course, 
made  up  annually  by  each  of  them  suffered  some  loss  by  Mr.  Warburton's 
separately,  and  the  expense  of  uniting  secession.  He  will  take,  no  doubt,  a 
them  all  in  one,  and  of  including  therein  few  of  the  profession  with  him— he 
the  names  of  all  who  were  in  practice  would  not  be  so  foolish  as  to  endeavour 
before  1815,  if  shared  among  all  the  to  force  a  measure  on  a  body  of  which 
several  hcensing  bodies,  would  be  no  one  member  was  his  friend — ^but, 
scarcely  perceptible  to  any.  At  all  what  is  more  important,  he  will  take 
events,  it  could  be  defrayed  by  the  with  him  a  httle  parliamentary  interest, 
addition  of  a  few  shillings  to  each  and  totally  break  up  the  small  party  that 
diploma  or  hcense  hereafter  granted,  the  two  other  reformers  who  indorsed 
A  respectable  publisher  might  thus,  his  bill  were  able  to  form  in  the  House, 
for  a  few  shillings,  undertake  to  sup-  Mr.  Hawes  also,  who  has  signified  his 
ply  eveiy  one  in  the  country,  who  intention  to  try  his  hand  at  legislation, 
has  any  interest  in  the  matter,  with  with  the  doctors  for  his  subject  of  ex- 
all  the  benefit  promised  by  Mr.  War-  periment,  will  probably  effect  a  rupture 
burton's  bilL  among  the  remaining  ranks,  similar  to 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  bill  we  be-  Mr.    Warburton's;   and  small  indeed 

lieve  it  has  not   met   with  the  im-  will  be  the  remnant  left  either  in  the 

qualified    approbation    of    a    sijigle  profession   or  in  parliament   to   Mr. 

member  of  the  profession.    There  are  Wakley. 

a  few  who  think  it  might  do  tomt  good,  Can  a  more  absurd  picture,  or  one 

but  their  faint  praise  condemns  it  more  more  insulting  to  our  profession,  be 

certainly  than  the  loud  ab\ue  of  its  drawn,  than  that  of  three  members  of  the 

hottest    opponents,    who,    singularly  House  of  Commons  agreeing  to  bring  in 

enough,  are  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  jointly  a  certain  measure,  and,  before  it 

those  who  were  expected  and  had  pro-  has  even  passed  its  first  stage,  separat- 

mised  to'  defend  it.     It  is  not  easy  to  ing  and  forming  three  distinct  parties. 
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as  hostile  to  each  other  as  to  those  othen  of  the  same  kind^  or  one  vlio 

theyused  to  call  their  common  enemies?  would  conscientiously  confess  himself 

Yet  thus  it  is  with  medical  reform :  contented  with  any  thing  as  it  is,  on 

the  medical  profession  hill,  hrought  in  this  side  the  channel,  we  might  hehere 

hy  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr.  Hawes,  and  his  opinion  on  the  state  and  improre- 

Mr.  Wakley,  conjointly,  has  only  served  -ments  of  the  profession  to  be  worthy  of 

to  make  way  for  the  three  distinct  and  attention ;  but  as  far  as  we  know  there 

opposing  bills  of  its  several  authors.  is  not  one  such ;  and  we  believe,  were 

The  utter  and  signal  failure  of  the  their  wishes  established,  their  love  of 
schemes  which  have  been  in  process  of  change  would  not  be  satiated  till  their 
development  for  so  many  years,  cannot  own  institutions  were  consigned  to  de- 
but have  one  most  desirable  efiect, —  struction. 

that  of  showing  that,  though  the  older  Of  this  we  believe  the  small  body 
institutions  may  have  their  faults,  (and  of  ultra  reformers  have  at  length 
we  appeal  to  our  readers  whether  we  contrived  to  convince  the  great  bady 
have  ever  concefiled  or  palliated  any  of  the  medical  profession ;  and  hence- 
that  really  existed  and  deserved  the  forward  the  desire  of  Uie  latterwiU 
name  of  faults,)  there  is  no  good  to  be  only  be,  that  existing  institutioDs 
hoped  from  those  whose  only  object  is  may  continue  to  carry  on  in  them- 
to  overthrow  them ;  hoping  that  they  selves  those  gradual  ^changes  which 
themselves  may  gain  some  distinction  the  alteration  of  circumstances,  and 
by  the  change.  Unfortunately  for  the  the  slowly  improving  state  of  to- 
cause,  the  chief  of  those  who  have  ciety  generally,  require.  Of  late  yeara 
seats  in  parliament,  and  who  cla-  there  has  evidently  been  no  dis- 
mour  so  loudly  for  medical  re-  position  to  slackness  in  effecting  these 
form,  are  known  as  general  radicals,  improvements;  on  the  contrary,  it 
and  it  is  only,  as  they  say  of  Mr.  War-  might  be  fairly  questioned  whether  a 
burton,  **  accidentally,  or,  as  it  were,  desire  for  popularity  has  not,  in  more 
incidentally,"  that  they  direct  their  than  one  instance,  put  prudence  to 
passion  against  medical  institutions,  silence.  So  long  as  an  hon(&t  medical 
Place  them  in  any  other  possible  or  press  exists,  there  can  be  no  fear  but 
imaginable  situation,  and  such  is  their  that  this  progressive  improvement  will 
thirst  for  change,  that,  though  they  continue;  and  that  in  each  of  the 
were  in  an  Utopia,  they  would  stiU  several  branches  of  the  profession, 
clamour  for  reform.  Place  the  laws  (which  are  so  adapted  to  the  condition 
of  creation  in  their  hands,  and  they  of  the  public,  that  were  their  differences 
would  pretend  to  find  them  defective  obliterated  to-day  they  would  be  vir- 
and  unequal ;  they  would  see  whether  tually  if  not  nominally  restored  to- 
all  the  planets  might  not  be  made  to  morrow,)  the  best  possible  security  both 
move  in  one  orbit,  as  well  as,  they  are  of  the  public  and  of  professioiv^  in- 
sure, all  doctors  might  work  in  one  terests  will  be  obtained.  As  we  Litely 
fiiculty.  showed,  the  progress  of  the  profession, 

From  such  mere  reformers  for  the  under  the  government  of  the  existing 

sake  of  change  we  repeat  no  good  can  institutions,  has  been  most  remarkable; 

ever  be  expected;  if  there  were  in  their  so  that  there  is  sourcely  a  member  who 

ranks  any  one  man  who  would  point  to  does  not,  imless  for  his  own  misconduct, 

any  institution  in  this  country,  and  say  occupy  a  much  higher  rank   in  so- 

that  he  would  take  that  as  a  model  for  ciety   than   his   predecessors   of  the 
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sanie  diploma ;  and  torn  the  very  na-  Bhoiild  be  inflicted  on  the  unqtialified. ' 
ture  of  things  it  is  certain  that  we  We  shall  pTobably  take  occasion  t6 
must  continue  in,  or  rise  above,  this  recur  to  this  part  of  the  subject ;  mean- 
relative  position,  if  only  the  existing  time  we  may  observe,  that  the  sug- 
institutions  are  ready  to  make  the  gestions  of  our  correspondent  on  these 
necessary  improvements  in  their  ex-  points  seem  to  contain  the  elements  of 
aminations,  and  in  other  parts  of  their  much  that  would  be  advantageous. 

management,    as   often   as   occasions 

arise.  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

To  suggestions  for  the  improvement  ,         ^ 

of  th^  remaimng  defects  in  the  medical  ^  '**  ^**^  if  the  Medical  OazMe. 

institutions  we  shall  not  cease  to  give  ,-,     ®**»          -  ,,           ,.    ,        .     . 

_^  ,       J                   i.^    2  A  HE  reform  of  the  medical  profession 

our  impartial  and  anxious  attention,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  a  subject 

and  we  would  point  to  the  letter  of  our  which  has  so  lon^  occupied  the  public 

correspondent,   inserted   to-day,  as  a  mind,  and  regarding  which  there  seems 

model  for  the  tone  and  temper  with  to  exist  so  intense  an  anxiety  in  a  large 

which  such  suggestions  «u.y  ^.  best  ^T^.t^^^^'^^^^J^^; 

made.    Some  of  the  recommendations  low  estimate  of  the  medical  men  of  tWs 

whichit  contains  are  most  judicious,  and  country.      But  it  must  be    admitted 

amongst  them  areseveralwhich  we  have  that  in  no  quarter  of  the  globe  are 

constantly  advocated.    His  scheme  of  tT"^^!  ^t  IT^'^'m  ^"''''  ^^' 

'  .                 ^    .  „      -i.fl.       .  ^^^  niore  truly  and  justly  respected, 

education  is  not  matenaUy  different  than  in  England:    and,  on  throther 

from  that  now  adopted,  and  in  which  hand,  if  we  turn  to  the  British  army 
we  believe  there  is  no  need  of  any  ^^^  navy,  and  the  establishments  of 
general  change,  though  some  of  its  India,  and  the  other  parts. of  our  vast 
5*1  :  v.*  iT  *  j-^  *  colonial  empire,  our  medical  officers  of 
details  might,  as  we  have  at  different  every  descnption  will  bear  a  trium- 
times  shown,  be  advantageously  altered,  phant  comparison  with  those  of  every 
The  propriety  of  preventing  druggists  other  government  in  the  world.  There- 
from practising  without  hcenses  must  ^^^2  ^*f  ^  not  believe  tha.t  the  medical 
u^  VI  ^*  *  iL  V  -J  profession  imder  the  British  crown, 
be  evident  to  every  one  who  considers  ^  the  degraded  caste  which  we  might 
the  important  functions  that  that  class  be  led  to  suppose,  from  all  which  has 
now  performs.  Brewers  and  bakers  are  heen  said  on  the  necessity  of  medical 
prohibited  by  heavy  penalties  from  reform ;  nor  let  us  think  that  a  remedy 
1  .  :  V  1  J  '^^  existing  evils  is  to  be  obtained  by 
poisomng,  by  never  so  slow  degrees,  throwing  3iis  mass  of  supposed  hicon- 
their  customers  |  but  druggists  may  gruity  and  imperfection  into  the  cruci- 
give,  and  even  recommend  and  pre-  hie,  and  fusing  it  into  one  faculty,  I 
scribe,  their  poison  without  restraint.  J^.  however,  admit,  that  there  is  room 
It  J.  obvioudy  incompatible  at  once  '^Z'TtZ^X^'^^lj^ 
With  common  safety  and  common  fair-  to  jne  that  great  amelioration  may  be 
ness,  that  the  druggist  should  be  al-  effected,  without  considerably  disturb- 
lowed  to  be  a  medical  practitioner  ^J8  existing  institutions,  or  destroying 
without  a  Ucense.  the  several  orders  of  the  profession  as 

___                ,                      ,  it  IS  now  constituted. 

AlV  e    earnestly   recommend    to    our  I  beg  to  offer,  through  the  medium 

readers  that  part  of  the  letter  which  of  your  journjd,  a  few  suggestions, 

contains  the  suggestions  respecting  the  ^i**?^,?^^  ^^  considered  as  the  heads 

demand  to  show  his  license  that  it  is  ?/^  Knl^T"'^'''^''^^^    and,  which 

,  ^         ,               ,           ,  .      "  it  18  hoped,  will  remedy  some  senoua 

proposed  to  make  on  each  practitioner,  defects  in  our  present  system,  and  in  no 

and  the  mode  in  which  punishment  way  obstruct  mrther  improvements. 
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I.  That  the  medical  profession  shall  of  this  act  no  medical  corporation  shall 
continue  as  at  present,  to  consist  of  have  the  right  to  prosecute  any  medical 
physicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries  or  practitioner ;  and  that  this  power  sh.ill 
general  practitioners,  and  druggists.  thereafter  be  vested  in  the  civil  magis- 

I I.  That  the  present  medical  licens-  trate. 

ing  bodies  shall  continue  to  exercise  V.  That  the  chief  magistrate  of  each 

their  functions,  but  that  they  shall  be  county  and  city -shall   call  upon  the 

restrained  from  granting  diplomas  or  practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgen-, 

licenses,  except  under  the  following  within  liis  bounds,  to  produce  evidence 

provisions,  in  addition  to  such  others  that  they  po^ess  diplomas  or  licenr<s 

as   the  several  licensing  bodies  may  from  one  or  other  of  the  legally  autho- 

deem proper: —  riscd   medical   examining    bodies,  or 

1.  Requirements  for  the  degree  of  that  they  were  medical  proctitioneni 
M.D.  and  the  title  of  physician :  —A  previous  to  the  year  1815 :  and  in  de- 
liberal  preliminary  education  ;  five  rault  of  such  evidence;  the  civil  magis- 
winter  sessions  of  medical  study  in  trate  shall  prohibit  the  unlicensed  indi- 
some  University,  or  in  a  recognised  vidual  from  practice  under  the  penalty 
school  of  medicine,  including  sul  the  of  —  for  each  offence. 

branches  of  medical  instruction,  both  VI.  That  the  name  and  designation 

theoretical    and    practical,    excepting  of  each  practitioner,  who  has  satisfied 

operative  surgery.  the  magistrate  that  he  is  duly  qualified, 

2.  Requirements  for  the  diploma  shall  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
and  title  of  surgeon  :-*A  hberal  pre*  for  the  purpose,  on  payment  of  a  mode- 
liminary  education;  four  winter  sessions  rate  fee. 

of  medical  study  as  above,  but  a  greater  VII.  That  all  persons  offering  them- 

portion  of  time  devoted  to  anatomy  and  selves  as  medical  practitioners  shall, 

surgery,  and  perhaps  the  exclusion  of  previous  to  commencing  practice,  cx- 

botany  from  me  required  course.  nibit  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 

3.  Requirements  for  the  diploma  of  county  or  city  in  which  they  wish  to 
apothecary  or  general  practitioner: —  practise,  their  respective  licenses,  which, 
A  sufficiently  good  preliminary  educa-  if  satisfactory,  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
tion ;  three  winter  sessions  of  medical  medical  register  of  the  city  or  district, 
study  as  above ;  the  time  being  chiefly  on  payment  of  a  moderate  fee ;  but 
devoted  to  anatomy,  chemistry,  materia  otherwise  the  individual  shall  be  pro- 
medica,  surgery,  midwifery,  tneory  and  hibited  from  practising,  under  a  penalty. 
practice  of  medicine,  and  hospital  at-  An  appeal  against  the  judgment  of  the 
tendance.  chier  magistrate  may  be  made  to  a  jury 

4.  Requirements  for  the  license  of  at  the  assizes,  and  their  decision  shall 
druggist : — A  competent  knowledge  of  be  final. 

me£cal  Latin,  ana  attendance  on  re-  VIII.  That  after  the  passing  of  this 

cognised  courses  of  chemistry,  materia  act  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  open 

medica,  pharmacy,  and  botany.  a  dru^^fs  shop  without  a  druggist's 

III.  That  no  physician's  diploma  be  license,  or  that  of  a  medical  practi- 
granted  without  three  separate  exami-  tioner,  and  in  default  of  such  license  he 
nations,  nor  any  surgeon's  without  two.  shall  be  prohibited,  under  a  penalty, 
All  the  licensmg  bodies  to  publish  from  selling  any  medical  substance, 
annually,  in  ope  or  more  newspapers,  IX.  That  persons  duly  authorised 
a  list  01  the  individuals  to  whom  they  to  act  as  pnysiciatts,  surgeons,  or 
have  granted  diplomas,  or  licenses,  and  apothecaries,  shall  be  entitled  to  prac- 
a  certified  statement  of  the  number  of  tise  in  any  iJirt  of  the  British  emjtirc, 
candidates  rejected  within  the  year,  and  it  shall  be  competent  for  physicians 
The  licensing  bodies  to  have  the  and  surgeons  to  act  as  general'  practi- 
power  of- replacing  by  such  eminent  tioners.  But  should  any  physician, 
medical  men  as  they  may  choose,  those  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  be  convicted 
of  their  examiners  who  may  be  incapa-  before  a  legal  tribunal  of  a  disgraceful 
citated  by  age  or  infirmity.  The  ex-  crime,  he  shall  thereby  be  deprived  of 
aminers  to  be  paid  a  fee  tor  each  ex-  his  license  to  practise  in  any  depait- 
amination,  whether  the  candidate  be  ment  of  the  medical  profession, 
approved  or  rejected.  X-  All   the  existing  medical  exa- 

IV.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  mining  boards  shall  be  empowered  to 
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grant  licenses  to  drognsts;    and  the  conrider  hi^ly  obJeedotuiblB.    Have  we  not 

colleges  of  surgeons  shall  be  entitled  ab-eady  paid  the  sum  demanded  by  the  Col- 

to  grant  licenses  to  dentists,  the  candi-  leg©  on  obtaining  the  diploma  ?  and  is  not 

dates    producing    evidence    that  they  Uiat  diploma  a  licenae  to  practise  ?     If  that 

have  attended  one  course  of  anatomy  J^f*^,?  ^  ^^  annuUed,  who  wiU  present 

and  physiology,  and  received  practical  himself  for  enunmation?  and  wlmfc  will  be- 

instmction  in   the  art  of  the'^dentist.  ??™  ^^  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Sm^ns  ? 

None  other  but  surgeons  and  licensed  ^l:  C^J^e  thmks  we  ought  to  be  toed  be- 

J     i.-  4.     u  11  t         4.1*1^^  *^  ^««^*4««  ♦i^:«  cause  the  lawyers  are  taxed;  but  the  cases 

dentists  shall  be  entitled  to  practise  this  ^^  ^    ^^  J^    ^^^1^     The  bw  is  a 

branch,  unless  already  engaged  m  it;  ^^gh  more  lucrative  profession  than  medi- 

the  cml  magistrate  having  the  same  erne,  and  leads  to  higher  honours.    A  young 

I)Ower  as  m  the  case  of  medical  prac-  „j,^  entering  the  le^  profession  may  look 

tilioners.  forward  to  becoming*  on  some  future  day, 

XL  That  medical  degrees  granted  Lord  High  ChanceUor,  or  the  first  Minister 

by  foreign  universities  shall  not  confer  of  the  Crown ;  but  what  has  a  young  medi- 

any  right  to  practise  in  Great  Britain  cal  aspirant  to  look  forward  to  ?    Let  him 

or  Ireland,  unless  among  the  natives  of  examine  the  Court  Kakndar ;  he  will  not 

that  country  where  the   diploma  has  find  either  physician  or  surgeon  amongst  the 

been  obtained.  peers  of  the  realm.    We  must  be  content  to 

XIL  That  all  persons  applying  fo^i  ^  on  year  after  year ;   and  after  many 

letters  patent  on  account  of  inventions  years'  fatiguing  practice— fatiguing  both  to 


pach  mpdicine  and  a  record  oAhe  same  "'"™  ^^^  ^  *™P^®  fortune?     Are  there 

eacn  njeoicine,  ana  a  recora  oi  me  same  y^  ^^^  ^ ^  lucrative  situations  of  honour 

shall  be   kept  for  public   inspection.  ^^  autiiiction,  to  which  he  may  aspire? 

Should  any  conceahnent  or  fraud  be  ^^  ^^  j^^  ^^^  ^^  distressed  circumstances, 

practised,  the  person  so  offending  shall  ig^ving  a  widow  and  famUy  destitute  ?  When 

incur  a  penalty  of  — ,  and  forfeit  his  d^,  Crosse  considers  this,   I  thmk  he  will 

letters  patent.       ^  change  his  opinion,    and  agree  with  me, 

The  same  specification  shall  be  re-  that,  instead  of  being  taxed,  we  ought  rather 

quired,  under  the  same  penalties,  from  to  be  rewarded. 

all    proprietors    of  patent    medicines,  Of  all  the  liberal  professions  that  of  me- 

after  twelve  months  from  the  passing  dicine  is  undoubtedly  the  lowest,  in  respect 

of  ^i«  act.— I  remain,  Sir,  of  honours   and   lucrative   appointments. 

Your  obedient  servant,  Why  this  should  be,  I  know  not ;  and  it 

A  Physician.  certainly  redounds  little  to  the  credit  of  so 

October  16, 1810.  powerful  and  highly  civilized  a  nation  as 

Great  Britain  that  it  should  be  so.    The 

ftv  THP  pnnPoqFn  Church  (I  crave  pardon  of  ito  members  for 

ON  THB  PROPOSED  pUdag  it  after  the  kw ;   but  Dr.  Crosse 

TAX  UPON  THE  PROFESSION.  having  instanced  the  law,  induced  me  there 

^___  to  commence) — the  church,  lamentably  ill 

—    ..    —  •.         *,.    •*  ..    .^      ^^  as  many  of  its  functionaries  are  provided  for, 

7b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  j^  £„  preferable  to  physic.     How  many  of 

Sir,  its  lower  orders,  little  dreaming  of  it  at  the 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  troubled  commencement  of  their  career,  have  risen  to 

you  again  thus  early,  had  not  the  letter  of  Dr.  be  bishops.     The  army  and  navy  have  the 

Crosse,  of  Norwich,  inserted  in  your  number  greatest  honours  bestowed  upon  them  in  the 

for  October  16,  demanded,  in  my  opinion,  power  of  the  Sovereign  to  grant ;  and  that 

immediate  notice ;  but   on  this  occasion  I  they  truly  merit  them  none  will  deny ;  but 

take  not  up  my  pen  in  anger,  neither  shall  how  are  their  medical  officers  rewarded, 

my  ink  be  gall.      I  will  merely  request  the  without  v^hose  assistance  thousands  would 

Doctor  to  reflect  awhile  on  the  position  of  have  perished,  who  are  now  in  the  full  en- 

the  medical  world,  and  compare  It  with  that  joyment  of  life  and  health  ?     Without  a 

of  the  other  learned  and  liberal  professions,  surgeon,    what  captain  of   a    man-of-war 

If  he  will  condescend  thus  far,  I  have  little  would  take  his  ship  to  sea  ?     Without  a 

doubt  but  his  opinion  relative  to  the  pro-  surgeon,  what  colonel  would  lead  his  brave 

posed  registifttion  and  tax  will  be  essen-  followers  to  the  field   of  battle  ?      Without 

.tft^y  ehsnged.    With  regard  to  the  regii-  a   surgeon,    would    Captain     Parry    have 

tratiea  I  need  say  nothing  nxire,  having  in  ventured  on  the  polar  expedition  ?    Where 

my  letter  of  last  week  entered  so  fufly  into  ore  aU  these  surgeons  now  ?     Have  they 

'tbe  subject;  but  the  tax,  I  most  repeat,  I  titles,  and  honours,  and  lucrative  appoint* 
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mauti  ?    Do  we  iee  them  fitttteriiig  ratind  coiigh,  and  difficulty  in  expectorataon.    Se« 

the  throne  of  the  Sovereign,  and  basking  in  cond  sound  of  heart  is  aocompanied  Vj  a 

the  sunshine  of  royalty  ?     No ;  they,  with  very  loud  cx>oing  murmur,  which  masks  the 

probably  a  very  few  exceptions,  are  left  to  rasp,   and  it  is   heard  over   the   whole  of 

their  own  resources :    many  of  them,  de-  anterior  and  part  of  the  posterior  surface  of 

prived  even  of  their  half-pay,   are  at  this  chest.       Some    pain  on  pressing   Uurynx ; 

moment  ^ging  in  country  practice,  and  sputa  thin  and  watery.     Very  load  sibilant 

barely  obtaining  a  decent  maintenance.  ronchi  are  heard  over  the  whole  of  cfaesL 

I   hope  when   Dr.   Crosse  looks  at  the  Pulse  100,  full. 

argument  in  the  light  I  have  now  placed  it,  Venesect,  ad.  Jxx.    App.  Emp.  Veaicat 

he  will,  instead  of  favouring  the  idea  of  a  stemo  et  cervic.  anter. 

tax,  use  his  best  endeavours  really  to  benefit  « .     j  t        n                   «           •          j 

the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  by  rais-  ™-  4th.  —  Percussion  of  anterior  and 

•ing  them  to  that  position  in  society  which  »ttp«nor  parts  of  chest  very  dear;  not  so 

they  ought  to  occupy.— I  am,  sir,  ^^'^  «»  ™  submammary   regions.      The 

Your  obedient  servant,  «»"«  murmur  which  accompanies  second 

6.  Harvbt.  sound  of  heart  does  not  extend  much  beyond 

Oct.  90, 1840.  ^^^  cardiac  region,  and  there  is  alao  a  alight 

.  rasp  present  to-day.    Cough  very  stridukras ; 

expectoration  very  difficvdt,  bdng  still  thin 

CLINICAL    LECTURES,  ^^^  glairy ;  loud  sonorous  ronchi  are  heard 

r%    XKT  -n                  lurry  Over  whole  chest,  not  SO  loud  and  harsh  pos- 

BT  W.  Davidson,  M.U.,  teriorly  as  anteriorly  ;    cooing  murmur  of 

One  of  the  Phviiciant  to  the-  Glasgow  Royal  heart,  heard  in  both  supra-scapular  regions. 

Infirmary,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica.  Twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from 

arm,  and  it  was  slightly  buffed.     Pulse  100, 

ANBU&I8M  o»  AORTA  BURSTING  INTO  THB  of  good  Strength ;   bowels  regular  ;  tongue 

CE60PHA0178.  clcsn,  moist. 

David   Harrison,   let.   39,   weaver,  ad-  ^  01.Ricin.S-;     Submur.    Hydrarg. 

mitted  29th  of  June,  1840,  complains  of  ^J"^'                        '      ^'   Mistur. 

pain,  feeling  of  weight  and  constriction  in  '—"P"'   ^  ..       ^                 u               _v 

epigastrium,  which  extend  along  sternum  to  Abstrah.     Jxu.      Sang,    nucha     cucuih. 

top  of  chest.     Some   cough,   accompanied  cruent. 

with  palpitation  and  dyspnoea  on  the  slightest  Feb.  5th.  ~  Percussion  of  anterior  parts  of 

exertion ;  slight  mucous  expectoration.  chest   clear  ;    cooing  murmur  of  heart  ia 

Is  affected  with  frequent  vertigo  and  faint-  cardiac  region  much  less  distinct,  being  ac- 

ish  fits,  and  in  the  act  of  deglutition  has  a  oompanied  by  a  slight  rasp,  but  ia  heard 

feeling  of  constriction  or  obstruction  at  top  over  nearly  the  whole  anterior  part  of  chest ; 

of  sternum .   Extremities  affected  with  prick-  percussion  of  back  pretty  clear,  except  in  right 

ing  and  numb  sensations  :  he  is  occasionally  scapular  region,  where  it  is  slightly  dnU. 

troubled  with  headache,  and  his  sleep  is  dis-  Cooing  murmur  still  heard  in  supra-acapular 

tnrbed  with  dreams.     Skin  cool ;    tongue  regions,  but  it  is  much  less  distinct.     Sooo- 

white ;  bowels  slow  ;  pulse  84,  of  moderate  rous  rales  are  still  heard  over  whole  of  diest, 

strength ;  chest  sounds  well  on  percussion,  but  are  not  so  coarse,  particularly  in  its  pos- 

and  slight  bronchitic 'ronchi  are  heard  on  terior  regions.     Voice  still  very  striduloos; 

both  sides;  impulse  of  heart  is  somewhat  expectoration  not  quite  so  watery ;  p«]ae90, 

increased,  its  action    regular,    and  second  of  moderate  strength;  tongue  whitish,  moist 

sound  is  converted  into  a  prolonged  rasp,  Feb.  6th. — Cooing  murmur  leas,  and  rssp 

which  is  also  heard  along  ^e  course  of  the  more  distinctly  heard  ;  voice  less  hoarse  and 

large  vessels  as  far  as  shoulders,  and  very  stridulous ;  complains  of  dull  pain  in  chest, 

distinctly,  but  mixed  with  a  souffle,  at  top  of  anteriorly,  on  coughing ;  expectoratea  a  tiun 

sternum.     A  very  distinct  sound,  between  mucous  fluid ;  pulse  86,  moderate, 

the  sawing  and  bellows  murmur,  is  heard  Abstrah.  Jx.  Sang,  pector.  cue.  cruent  et 

along  the  course  of  the  abdominal  aorta  ac-  postea    app.      Emp.   Vesicat.      Cap. 

companying  its  action.     A  slight  souffle  is  qI.  Ricin.  3vi.     Cont.  PUuL 
heard  over  brachial  and  femoral    arteries. 

Has  complained  ofthe  thoracic  painfor  three,  '*•  ^^ — Eight  ounces  of  blood  drawn 

but  first  observed  the  palpitation  one  month  ^  cupping ;  pulse  86,  soft;  pain  of  chei) 

afterwards.  relieved;  tongue  whitish ;  feeUmucheancr 

'^  rate  strength ;   sonorous  ronrau  nradi  di 

Feb.  3rd. — For  two  days  has  been  very  miniahed,  and  percussion  of  chest  ia  pratt 

hoarse,  and  is  tronbled  with  a  stridoloiu  clear.      Cooing  mnrmnr  of  hnrt  ia  ilil 
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heard  in  cardiac  region,  and  In  anterior  and  pany  aneurism  of  thia  veaaeU  As  beknigiag 
superior  regions  of  chest,  but  the  ranp  is  to  tl^  first,  the  impulse  of  heart  was  in- 
much  more  distinct;  voice  improving;  creased,  and  a  very  distinct  rasp  accompanied 
cough  less ;  bowels  regular.  its  second  sound.      As  belonging  to  the 

Omit.  PUul.    Cap.  OL  Kidn.  ».    H.b.  "«»^  «f^.  of  symptom.,  a  distinct  nwp 

ir:_   il~_..  ~^  -^  At.  ^  n  I.A..  "•»  beard  m  the  large  vessels  as  &r  aat 

.  Vm,  Ipecac,  gtt.  xx.  4ta.  q.q.  hora.  d„,jd^^  ^i  „„„  totinctty,  but  mixed 

Feb.  10th. — ^This  morning  at  four  o'clock  with  a  souffle,  at  top  of  sternum.  A  sound- 
was  seized  with  heiAoptysis,  heematemesis,  between  the  sawing  and  bellows  murmur 
and  feeling  of  weight  in  thorax,  nearly  pro-  was  also  heard  along  the  course  of  the  abdo- 
ducing  suffocation.  When  seen  by  clerk  the  minal  aorta.  To  &e8e  may  be  added  the 
fiseling  of  suffocation  had  in  some  degree  general  signs,  in  the  constriction  in  the 
subsided,  having  continued  only  a  few  chest,  and  feeling  of  obstruction  at  top  of 
minutes ;  but  expectoration  of  blood  lasted  sternum,  and  difficult  deglutition.  The 
for  about  an  hour,  and  the  paticmt  may  other  pectoral  symptoms  were  common  to 
have  lost  about  eight  ounces.  'Acetate  both  affections.  When  admitted  he  had 
of  lead  was  prescribed.  Patient  recovered  slight  bronchitic  symptoms,  but  these  in- 
from  this  paroxyism,  and  remained  nearly  in  creased  to  a  great  extent  in  the  course  of 
the  same  state  as  reported  on  8th  of  Feb.  about  three  days,  the  inflammation  extend- 
until  11  o'clock  a.m.  when  the  haemorrhage  ing  to  the  larynx,  and  accompanied  with 
returned  with  great  violence,  and  he  died  in  high  febrile  excitement.  The  general  and 
about  two  minutes.  ste&oscopic  signs  clearly  indicated  a  very  ge- 

Inspection.  —  Che»t:    The    lungs    were  neral  and    pretty    intense   bronchitis  and 
bulky,  very  light  and  crepitant  throughout  laryngitis.     The  most  remarkable  symptom, 
their  whole  extent.     The  mucous  membrane  attending  the  bronchitic  affection,  was  the 
of  the  bronchial  tubes  was  reddened,  and  substitution  of  the  cooing  murmur  in  the 
their  cavities  filled  with  blood,  which  was  heart  for  the  former  rasping  bruit.      This 
coagulated  in  a  tubular  form.     Some  loose  cooing  sound  constantly  accompanied  the 
coagula  were  found  in  trachea  and  large  second  sound  of  the  heart,  and  at.first  com- 
bronchi.     The  heart  was  considerably  en-  pletely  obscured  the  rasp.     It  was  heard 
larged,  from  hypertrophy  of  left  ventricle,  most  distinctly  in  the  cardiac  region,  but  it 
and  dilatation  of  cavities  of  right  side.    The  was  also  heard  very  distinctly  in  every  other 
valves  of  heart  were  all  healthy.     The  arch  region  of  the  anterior  chest,  except  at  its 
of  aorta  was  very  much  dilated,  forming  a  inferior  margins ;  being  loudest  in  the  region 
kind  of  pouch.      Immediately    below  the  of  the  heart,  and  decreasing  as  the  distance 
point  where  the  innominata  and  subclavian  from  this  organ  increased.     Dr.  Hope,  in 
arteries  are  given  off,  there  was  a  circular  his  valuable  work  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
opening,  having  smooth  round  edges,  which  Heart,    states   that  '*  the  musical  bellows 
could  admit  the  finger,  communicating  with  murmur  is  a  perfect  note  like  whistling  or 
a  sac,  of  a  somewhat  triangvlar  shape,  situ-  ^  cooing.     In  the  case  of  a  patient  who  ap- 
ated  between  aorta,  oesophagus,  and  trachea,  applied  to  me  for  *  a  noise  in  the  chest,'  I 
and  about  the  size  of  a  small  orange.     On  heard  it  at  the  distance  of  two  feet.     In  a 
posterior  wall  of  this  cavity  there  was  an  case  precisely  similar ,which  occurred  to  Dr. 
irregular  ulcerated  opening,  about  the  same  EUiotson,  there  was  a  very  large  and  long 
aize  as  former,  and  leading  into  oesophagus,  vegetation  in  the  mitial  valve.     I  suspect, 
about  six  inches  from  stomach.     The  aorta  however,  that  the  sound  may  possibly  reside 
throughout  its  whole  extent  was  considerably  in  the  bronchial  tubes,  being  created  by  the 
dilated,  and  studded  over  with  large  athero-  pressure  of  the  heart  during  its  systole,  for 
matous  deposits,  which  gave  the  inner  coat  a  I  have  several  times  heard  it  in  the  superior 
feeling  of  roughness,   in  some  situations,  parts  of  the  chest  during  the  impulse  of 
Abdomen:  Stomach  enormously  distended,  the    heart,    and    then    only.      If  this  be 
and  when  opened  was  found  to  contain  a  firm  true,   it  would  be  suspended,   or  at  least 
clot  of  blood,  of  about  four  pounds  weight,  modified,    by   holding   the  breath,    or  by 
Some  loose  coagula  in  duodenum ;  mucous  making  a  complete  expiration.'*  This  theory 
coat  of  stomach,  and  commencement  of  large  of  Dr.  Hope  is  a  very  natural  one,  and  we 
intestines,    somewhat   ecchymosed      Liver  were  at  first  disposed  to  adopt  it  as  a  satis- 
large,  natural  in  colour,  slightly  granular  in  factory  explanation  of  the  cooing  sound  in 
textine.     Kidneys  pale-coloured  and  gra-  the  che^t  of  our  patient ;  for  this  murmur 
nular.  was  not  observed  until  the  bronchitis  became 
RaMARKs. — In  this  case  there  existed  very  severe,  and  became  less  distinct  as  this  affec- 
considerable  difficulty  in  forming  a  correct  tion  b^^  to  decline ;  but  on  camsing  him 
diagnosis.     There  were,  on  the  one  hand,  to  suspend  his  respiration,  no  suspension,  or 
the  signs  of  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  and  the  least  modification  of  the  sound,  was  dis- 
valvular  or  otiier  disease  of  the  aorta ;  and,  coverable.      An  imaginative  person   might 
on  the  other,  some  of  those  which  acoom-  found  an  hypotiiesis  upon  the  alteration  of 


m  PUROATIVB  EMULSIONS.— ST&ANGUIATED  HEBKIA. 

•oond  wlildi  miglift  ^.prodneed  by  tiie  vice-    praiaitiHikliooiiUliiotbeaeeoantedfor  bf 
ntion  wbich  mm   going  oo  between  the    tbe  pncomonie  engorgement  of  the  Inngi. 


anenrismal  mc  and  the  oesoi^Mgns;  bnt  we    The  atheimnatona  and  eaitilaginoaa  state  of 
apprehend  that  a  more  rational  explanation    the  aorta  most  therefore  be  considered  the 


(rf  it  may  be  drawn  fmuk  the  atheromatous  most  probable  origin  of  the  abnormal  sound 

state  of  the  amta ;   and  tUs  view  is  sap-  in  this  case. 

ported  by  otiier   cases  iHiich  have  come  [To  be  continued.] 

within  the  sphere  of  oar  dbserration,  al< 


thoogh  we  are  far  from  thinking  that  they  PURGATIVB  EMULSIONS, 

alone  can  determine  this  obscure  point.  Hie  «    .                        j      •  ^           i  •  ^    ^i.  <. 

following  is  a  case  in  point :-  ^^  "  »  ~"?™°'»  '^^^  J?»*,  ~?2^l!  }^^ 

Alexiidcr  M'Cale  !ras  mlmitted  into  the  ^»?*?  of  prescnpbon  is  too  htUe  stadied. 

Glasgow  Infirmary,  July  2nd,  1840,  com-  ^bc  foUowmg  «auhaons  from  the  Frcndi 

pl2Siigofpainintheriihthy;K)d^^  ^"^  J^'  i^"""'  ^"^""^  acceptable  to 

some  cougfa,  great  dyspnoea,  anasarca  of  feet  ™"*y  ®'  ^^  readers. 

and  legs.  Countenance  saUow,  pulse  80,  «uU,  Take  of  the  reain  of  jalap,  twelve  grains ; 

slightly  jerking,  skin  hot,  tongue  white  and  white  sugar,  an  ounce ;   orange-ilower 

dry.    Percussion  of  left  anterior  and  inferior  water,  two  drachms ;  common  water, 

regions  of  chest  duller  than  those  of  right,  four  ounces;  and  half  the  yolk  of  an 

except  in  right  submammary  region;   and  ^tX' 

the  respiration  was  somewhat  bronchial  in  Triturate  the  resin  with  a  small  quantity 

these  situations.    A  thrilling  vibratory  mo-  of  the  sugar,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  a  very 

tion  is  obsenred  in  cardiac  region,  and  im-  fine  powder;  add  the  yolk  of  egg  gradually, 

pulse  of  heart  is  increased.     Both  sounds  of  and  triturate  for  a  long  time,  in  order  to 

hesrt,   particulariy  the   first,   accompanied  divide  the  resin  perfectly;    then  add  tfao 

with  a  cooing  murmur,  which  is  heard  very  remainder  of  the  sugar,  and  the  water  in 

distinctly  over  whole  of  left  side,  less  so  small  quantities. 

OTcr  right  and  in  both  carotids.  Percnasion  lliere  is  a  rimilar  emulsion  made  witii 
of  back  rather  dull,  except  in  right  scapular  twelve  grains  of  scammony,  four  ounces  of 
region ;  respiration  somewhat  bronchial  in  cow's  milk,  half  an  ounce  of  sugar,  and  two 
inferior  dorsal  regions,  a  little  indistinct  in  drachms  of  cherry 'laurel  water, 
both  scapular.  Cooing  murmur  heard  double  The  last  preparation  is  made  with  two 
in  left  scapular  region.  Urine  scanty,  and  pounds  of  the  fresh  leaves  of  the  Cerasus 
a  trace  of  albumen  discoverable  by  tiie  Lauro-cerasus  to  four  pounds  of  water, 
application  of  heat  and  nitric  acid.  This  which  are  to  be  distilled,  until  two  pounds 
patient  died  on  the  7th  of  July,  five  days  of  the  distilled  water  have  been  obtained, 
after  his  admission ;  and  the  following  were  On  account  of  tiie  depressing  effects  of 
the  post-mortem  appearances :—  this  remedy,  we  apprehend  it  would  be  bet- 
Inferior  lobes  of  both  lungs  were  reddish,  ter,  in  many  cases,  to  substitute  orange- 
engorged  with  a  sero  sanguineous  fluid,  and  flower  water,  as  in  the  previous  formula. 

very  slightly  civpitant ;  bronchia]  tubes  con-    

tained  a  mncous  fluid,  and  their  inner  mem-  TREATMENT  OP  STRANGULATED 
brane  was  somewhat  reddened.  Heart  very  HERNIA, 
much  enlarged,  ite  left  ventricle  being  tu>  ia. 
enormously  h3rpertrophSBd  and  dilated ;  the  Dr.  Warnsks  recommends  the  following 
right  side  of  heart  seemed  also  to  be  some-  means,  when  those  usually  employed  for  the 
what  hypertrophied  and  dilated.  Consi-  reduction  of  strangulated  hemic  have  failed, 
derable  atherraaatous  deposite  over  whole  Hie  'patient  is  to  take  the  following: — 
surfeoe  of  thoracic  and  abdominal  aorte,  and  Opium,  two  grains ;  powdered  belladonna 
some  were  cartilaginous  at  the  commence-  root,  four  grains ;  sugar,  four  scruples.  To 
ment  of  this  vessel  immediately  above  ite  be  divided  into  eight  powders,  of  which  one 
semilunar  valves.  There  was  also  slight  dHa-  is  to  be  teken  every  half  or  quarter  of  an 
tetion  of  the  arch  of  aorta.  Right  kidney  hour.  The  hernia  is  to  be  covered  wiih  a 
exceedingly  hypertrophied,  and  ite  tobufi  warm  poultice,  containing  powdered  beUa- 
very  much  obliterated.  Left  kidney  atro-  donna,  and  bandages  are  to  be  placed  pretty 
phied  so  much,  that  the  cortical  part  only  firmly  round  the  upper  part  of  the  patient's 
remained,  and  it  contained  several  cyste.  thighs,  dose  to  the  abdomen,  to  reterd  the 
Liver  very  hard.  retnm  of  the  venous  blood  from  the  lower 
In  this  last  case  the  cooing  sound  was  extremities,  and  render  bleeding  unneces- 
aqnally  distinct  and  remarkable  as  in  the  sary.  The  author  declares  that  by  these 
former  one ;  and  it  underwent  no  suspension  means  all  the  symptoms  of  strangulation  are 
or  modification  by  the  patient  hohting  his  speedily  removed,  the  patient  fells  into  a 
breath ;  and  though  the  bronchial  tubca  quiet  sleep  and  a  proftue  sweat,  after  which 
were  found  slightly  reddened  after  death,  Uie  hernia  will  be  found  soft  and  easily  re- 
there  was  no  peculiar  symptom  of  brondiitis  dncible. — Medicm.ZeiUckrffl,  1 839,  No.  38. 


COLD  AFFUSION  IN  PEVfiR.  f28 

FATAL  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  EXHA-  b^hbonrhood.     It  hM  been  twnA  very 

LATION  FROM  CHERRY-LAUREL  energetic ;  and  is  now  employed  in  many 

TTorkXT  1  xrvnu-ec  parts  of  Enirlaud  in  preference  to  the  lymph 

UPON  LEECHES.  ^  ^^  National  Vaccine  Establishment.— 

About  700  healthy  leeches,  collected  one  Dr.  Gregory,  in  the  Library  of  Praetieal 

bright  summer's  noon-day,  were  placed  in  Medicine,  vol.  i.  page  326. 

two  large  glasses  half  filled  with  water,  and  ■. 

covered  with  linen,  and  set  towards  evening       OBSTETRICAL  CLINIQUE  IN  ST. 

between    a   chenj-laurel  and  a    common  JOSEPH'S  HOSPITAL. 

laurel  tree,  so  that  their  leaves  and  branches 

closely  surrounded  and  covered  the  tops  of  Bt  Dr.  Mazabem. 

the  glares.     Next  moniing  aU  the  leeches  j^  ^^  ^^^^        ^er  of  1837,  56  women 

,v-ere  dead,  .nd  without  doubt  m  consequence  ^^^  delivered  of  58  cMldren,  there  being 

of    the  exhalation  fi-om  the  cben^-Uurel  two  cases  of  twins.     Of  the  births,  27  we4 

tree.-^rcA.r  der  Pharmace,  May  1839.  ^^  ^^  jj  ^^^ .  ^^  „f  ^^^  ^'^^  ^^ 

one   of  the  latter  were  bom  dead.      The 

NEW  VACCINE  MATTER.  ^^^^^P'  were  employed  twice,  and  there  was 

one  delivery  by  the  feet.  In  one  case  the 
The  Royal  Jennerian  Institution  of  London  forceps  were  employed  on  account  of  epi- 
employs  now  the  same  Ijrmph  which  has  leptic  convulsions,  during  which  the  pains 
been  in  use  since  the  year  1806,  when  the  at  last  entirely  ceased.  One  woman  died 
institution  was  founded.  According  to  this  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  and  no  cause  could 
authority,  lymph  recently  obtained  from  the  be  discovered,  excepting  inactivity  and  de- 
cow  does  not  generate  a  vesicle  in  any  way  ficiency  of  contraction  in  the  uterus  after 
superior  to* that  produced  by  the  old  lymph  delivery.  She  was  found  dead  in  bed,  and 
(Report  of  the  Royal  Jennerian  Institution,  swimming  in  her  blood,  at  two  in  the  mom- 
1836).  The  same  result  was  obtained  in  ing,  harcSy  24  hours  after  delivery.  She 
Italy  in  1829,  when  the  alarm  of  epidemic  had  only  complained  of  a  feeling  of  anxiety, 
small-pox  induced  the  Piedmontese  phy-  the  prenous  afternoon,  on  awaking  out  of 
sicians  to  try  a  variety  of  new  stocks  of  sleep.  On  dissection,  the  uterus  was  found 
lymph.  We  are  informed  by  Dr.  Griva  full  of  coagulated  blood,  and  much  dilated. 
{Epidemia  VarioloMOt  del  Torino,  1829),  Casarcan  operation  eight  minutes  qfter 
chief  of  the  Vaccine  Establishment  at  Turin,  the  death  of  the  mother, — A  servant  maid, 
"  that  no  pei'ceptible  difference  was  to  be  aged  27,  who  had  a  disease  of  the  chest,  was 
traced  between  the  aspect  and  progress  of  admitted  in  a  moribund  state,  at  half  past 
the  old  and  the  new,  the  primitive,  and  the  nine  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  May,  and 
long  humanised  virus."  In  Germany,  the  died  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  Caesarean 
plan  of  recurrence  to  the  cow  has  been  operation  was  immediately  performed,  and 
ivgely  tried  of  late  years.  In  Wirtemberg  a  dead  foetos  of  five  months,  of  the  male 
alone,  between  1831  and  1836,  forty  vsrieties  sex,  was  extracted.  Disease  of  the  lungs 
of  primitive  lymph  were  successfully  em-  of  long  standing  was  found  in  the  mother ; 
ployed.  The  notion  of  superior  efficacy  there  was  much  serons  fluid  in  both  cavities 
attaching  to  the  new  lymph  was,  however,  of  the  thorax,  and  both  lungs  appeared  as  if 
not  generally  entertained  (Heim,  Kritieche  macerated ;  the  left  one  was  quite  tuber- 
Daretellung  der  PoekenseuchenJ.  On  the  colona. — Zeitsehriftfur  die  geeammte  Medi- 
other  hand,  we  are  bound  to  acknowledge  ein,  from  the  Jomal  da  Soeiedade  doe 
that  the  Small-Pox  Hospital  of  London  Scienciae  Medtcae  de  laeboa. 
changed  their  old  stock  of  lymph  for  more  < — - 

recent  matter  in  1837,  ^d  that  a  marked  ^OLD  AFFUSION  IN  FEVER, 

improvement  was  perceived  m  the  resulting 

vesicles.  The  local  inflammation  was  more  Mr  little  girl  was  last  month  seized  with  a 
severe,  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  very  dangerous  fever,  which  lasted  twenty- 
more  violent ;  the  virus  was  more  energetic,  one  days.  Having  read  in  Dr.  Currie's  book 
the  most  minute  incision  took  effect,  and  of  the  happy  eflects  produced  in  many  cases 
the  lymph  g^ven  out  on  the  ninth  and  tenth  by  the  application  of  cold  water  in  fevers,  I 
day  was  still  in  an  active  state.  The  National  asked  Dr.  Pitcaim,  who  attended  her,  whe- 
Vaccine  Establishment  has  also,  on  several  ther  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  try  it. 
occasions,  varied  their  stock  of  lymph  with  He  said  he  thought  it  oerbdnly  would,  that 
advantage.  In  France,  a  ne^  ^aTiety  of  it  might  be  of  great  service,  and  could  do 
vaccine  lymph,  obtained  from  the  dairies  of  no  hsirm,  bat  that  the  prejudice  against  it 
PaSly,  near  Paris,  and  called  Poesy  lymph,  in  London  was  so  strong,  that  he  never 
was  brought  into  use  in  1839,  and  is  con-  ventured  to  recommend  it.  Cold  water  was 
sidered  by  many  as  superior  to  the  old  stock,  accordingly  applied  to  her,  and  I  have  no 
In  1838,  Mr.  Estlin,  of  Bristol,  opened  a  doubt  that  it  saved  her  life ;  the  delirium 
new  source  of  lymph  from  a  dairy  in  that  ceased  the  moment  after  it  had  been  applied. 
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mnd  all  the  tymptonu  of  her  fever  became 
milder.  —  Sir  Samuel  Rofmlly*9  Diary ^ 
A.D.  1807. 

DEATH  OP  DR.  RUST. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
I  WAS  thU  morning  informed,  at  the  Pnu- 
sian  Embassy,  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Rast, 
which  took  place  a  few  weeks  since  at  his 
estate  in  Silesia,  to  which  he  lately  paid  a 
visit,  and  where  he  met  with  an  accident 
which  proved  fatal  to  him.  The  loss,  within 
so  short  a  space  of  time,  of  Baron  de  Graefe, 
whose  death  was  announced  by  the  Mkdic  al 
Gazette  in  June  last,  and  of  Professor 
Rust,  who  both,  so  much  ^iistinguished  by 
their  great  talents  and  high  scientific  at- 
tainments, had  been  for  many  years  the  two 
leading  men  in  surgery  at  thie  University  of 
Berlin,  and  it  might  be  said  in  Germany, 
will  be  deeply  felt  and  much  regretted,  not 
only  by  their  pupils,  but  also  by  the  profes- 
sion and  public  at  large. 

Should  you  deem  this  communication  in- 
teresting to  your  readers,  the  publication  of 
this  note  is  at  your  disposal. — I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant,    ■ 

A.  PaANZ,  M.D. 

19>  Golden  Square, 
Oct.  28, 1840. 

OPERATION  FOR  STRABISMUS. 

TO  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Permit  me  to  intrude  on  your  valuable 
columns  for  a  few  lines  to  say  that  my  first 
operation  for  strabismus  was  performed  on 
April  7th,  1840,  in  the  presence  and  with 
the  assistance  of  Dr.  Hingeston  and  Mr. 
Wardrop,  Jun.,  and  that  this  operation  is 
the  next  earliest  on  record  to  those  of  Pro- 
fessor Dieffenbach's ;  that  the  idea  of  the 
blunt  hook  for  passing  beneath  the  tendon 
of  the  muscle  originated  with  Dr.  Hingeston 
and  myself  at  the  said  operation,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  experiencing  great  difficulties 
in  performing  it  after  the  method  of  Pro- 
fessor Dieffenbach,  as  described  in  Dr. 
Forbes's  British  and  Foreign  Medical 
Review ;  that  had  I  been  aware  it  was  the 
custom  of  the  weekly  medical  periodicals  to 
publish  essays  on  the  same  subject  from  Uie 
same  individual,  I  should  have  gladly  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  have  laid  before 
your  readers  my  original  oonmiunications  on 
strabismus;  and  that  I  am  your  constant 
reader  and  very  obedient  servant, 

P.  Bennett  Lucas. 
21,  Argyll-street,  Regent-st. 
October  18th,  1840. 
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Professor  Quain's  Anatomy  of  the  Arte- 
ries of  the  Human  Body.  Delineations  by 
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lambeth  Terrace.~<J.  U.  Sutcliffe,  UalUkx.— 
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Kain  fallen,  '565  of  an  inch. 

CraRLBS  HBNB.Y  ADAM<}. 


Wilson  3c  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  [xmdon 


THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BEING   A 


OF 


iWrticiiw  nrdi  tlyt  Collateral  ^tienrest. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  6,  1840. 


LSCTURB8  lent  diaturbanoes  of  the  stomach  and  bowek, 

witli  a   copious    dificharge  of  vitiated  and 

.  ON  TUB  acrid  bile — and  acnte  inflammation  .of  the 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  Hwr  itself^  As  more  direct  conaeqnences  of 

PHYSIC  expoenre  to  extreme  heat — ^Tn  other  words,  as 

'  examples  of  disorders  of  vhich  extreme  heat 

Delmered  at  Kmg*8  College,  London^  sometimes  proves    an    eseiiing  cause  —  I 

mentioned  the  coup  de  eoleilf  and  the  erup- 

By  Db.  Yatson.  tion  called  the  priekfy  heat. 

•— —  With  respect  to  external  cold,  I  pointed 

LkctubbVII.  ^^^  ^  y^^  '^  depressing  effects  upon  the 

organic  fonotio&s  of  the  body-^and,  when  i( 

Cbuvm  qf  dueoiet  eonHnued.      Law*  by  becomes  very  intense    indeed,  its  directly 

tehich  the  operation  qf  cold  upon  the  gcdative  influence  upon  the  animal  Amctions 

bodily  heaUh  u  regulated,   dreumetance^  also— producing  a  state  resembling  intoxica- 

ihat  /awmr  its  injmriow    ^ecU,    md  ^^^^  overpowering  drowsiness,  and  coma, 

re^ct,  fret,  the  body  itself;  eecondly,  espedaUy  when  the  cold  has  had  anauxUiary 

the  manner  in  which  the  cold  ie  applied.  ^  ^tigue ;   and,  ultimately,  death  itself. 

Modifying  if^uence  qf  certain  states  of  |  j^^^ly  need  say  that  the  effect  of  exter- 

the  mind— -of  sleep-~<if  habit.    Means  qf  ^  ^old  upon  the  body,    within    certain 

protection.      Inftuence   qf  the  diferent  ^j^^^s  of  intensity  and  duration,  is  totaHy 

seasons.    Impurity  qf  the  air.    Heredi^  different  from   all  this.     When  it  is  not 

tary  tendencies  to  disease.  intense— or    when,    though    intense,   it  is 

In  the  last  loctore  I  commeneed  the  consi-  applied  for  a  short  time  only— or  when  its 

deration  of  some  of  the  causes  of  disease.  refrigerating  and  sedative  properties  can  be 

We  learned,  by  the  evidence  of  authentic  sufficiently  counteracted   by  exerdse    and 

£scts,  that  the  human  body  is  capable  of  warm  clothing — cold  becomes  a  tonic,  stimu- 

bearing  a  very  high  degree  of  external  tem-  lating,    refreshing,    and  invigorating  both 

peratnre,  for  a  short  time,  without  detriment  mind  and  body.     Instead  of  benumbing,  it 

— «nd  even  widiont  much  inconvenience:  heightens  the  senribility ;  instead  of  stupefy- 

and  we  learned — also  by  the  testimony  of  ing,   it  clears  and  sharpens  the    faculties, 

fiu:ta-~that  the  body  is  equaUy  well  oal-  and     inspires      alaciity    and    cheerftilness 

colated  to  endure,  under  favound>le  circnm-  of  spirit ;    and  in  (3iis  way,  among  others, 

stances,  a  very  low  degree  of  atmospheric  cold  becomes    a  very  important    curative 

temperature— or,  to  speak  in  popular  Ian-  agent. 

goage,  a  very  intense  degree  of  cold.  Here  also,  therefore,  the  contrast  obtains  ; 

It  appears  also  that  a  high,  but  not  ex-  a  high  external  temperature  relaxes  and  de- 

treme,  atmospheric  temperature,  when  long  presses  -  a  low  one,  under  the  drcumstahees 

contimied,  has  a  stimulating  effect  upon  the  just  menlaoned,  braces  and  enlivens. 

orgmnic  functions,  and  a  depressing  or  seda-  Nevertheless,  exposure  to  cold  is  one  of 

tive  eflect  upon  the  ammal  functions  of  the  the  most  common  causes  of  various  oom- 

body.     Lon^-tentinued  heat  predisposes  the  plaints.     Many  or  most  of  the  fnternal  in- 

body  to  be  injuriously  influenced  by  exposure  flamnlations    acknowledge    cold    as    their 

to  cold :  the  diseases  apt  to  follow  such  ex*-  ordinary  exdting  cause.     Acute  rheumatism 

pOBore,  under  such  circumstances,    being  has,  jterhaps,  no  other  origin.     Apoplexy 

dcrangemsnt  of  the  hepatic  ftmctioos— vio-  and  palsy,  and  dropsy,  are  its  frequent  con- 

675.— XXVII.  Q 
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sequences.      "  With  the  exception,"    says  except  a  cap^"  fct/'  says  he,  "I  never 

Dr.    Bateman,  in  his  Obtervaiiont  on  Mtf  received  any  injury,  and  seldom  much  ,in- 

Diseasu  of  London,  ''with  the  exception  convenience  from  the  uncommon  tnmsition." 

of  a  small  number  of  diseases  occasioned  by  It  is  plahi,  therefore,  that  the  propositioD 

unwholesome  occupations,  and  by  the  con-  which  assigns  danger  to  sudden  yicissitadn 

tagions,  the  great  mass  of  human  malady  in  of  temperature  requires  limitation.     Tint 

this  metropolis  is  referable  to  the  climate  effects  of  a  sudden  descent  firom  one  pout 

or  state  of  the  seasons,  and  to  intemperance  :  to  another  in  the  scale  of  atmoapheric  tem* 

but,  of  these  two  causes,  the  vicissitudes  of  perature  varies  according  to  the  state  of  thf 

the  weather,  especially  its  cold,  are  by  far  body  at  the  time.     Without  going  into  anj 

the  most  prolific  sources  of  mischief.*'  physiological  discussion  respecting  the  sonroe 

It  must,  therefore,  to  every  one  who  is  of  anim^  heat,  I  may  just  remiiid  yoa  of 

engaged,   or  likely  to  be  engaged,  in  the  thefacultyof  evolving  heat  possessed  by  min 

practice  of  physic,  be  a  matter  of  first-rate  and  the  warm-blooded  jwim*!* ;   by  which 

importance,  and  of  great  interest,  to  ascer-  faculty  very  nearly  the  same  degree  of  in- 

tain  the    circumstances    under  which    the  ward   temperature    is    steadily  msintsiiwJ 

application  of  cold  is  the  most  prejudicial,  under  very  different  degrees  of  outward  tem- 

or  has  the  greatest  influence  upon  the  body —  perature.     If  the  external  temperature  be 

as  well  as  the  means  by  which  the  bad  lower  than  that  of  the  body,   the  caloric 

effects  of  exposure  to  cold  may  often,  in  a  thereby  carried  off  is  speedily  replaced,  m  a 

great  degree,  be  prevented.  healthy    adult,  by  th»  evolution  of  hett 

There  are  some  short  but  val^ible  hints  from  within,  aided  by  clothing,  or  cxerdie. 

upon  this  subject  in  Cullen*s  First  Lines.  When  the  external  temperature  approaches 

llie  late  Dr.   Currie,  of  Liverpool,  was,  the  standard  heat  of  the  body,  sweat  iood 

however,   the  first  person   who    distinctly  breaks  forth,   and  the  superfluous  best  is 

pointed  out  the  laws  that  regulate  the  ope-  removed  by  evaporation :  for  ao  constant  is 

ration  of  cold  as  a  cause  of  health  and  the  internal  evolutiop  of  caloric,  that  an 


atmosphere  which  does  not  as  constantly 
Of  the  circumstances  which  favour  the  abstract  any  of  it  is  excessively  inoommod- 
morbific  effects  of  cold,  some  relate  to  the  ing  •.  an  extenud  temperature  of  999,  lAoA 
condition  of  the  body  itself,  some  to  the  is  about  the  average  heat  of  the  blood  in 
particular  manner  in  which  the  cold  is  man,  is,  as  you  know,  extremely  oppressire. 
applied.  The  former  are  predisposing  The  terms  hot,  warm,  cool,  cold,  as  applied 
circumstances  ;  the  latter  accessary.  We  to  the  surrounding  air,  are  regulated  by  the 
vrill  glance  at  these  in  succession.  sensations  that  it  produces  upon  the  vrengt 
Prediapoainff  eireunutanceM.  —  It  has  of  persons.  If  the  heat  be  canied  off  as 
Aong  been  a  popular,  as  well  as  a  professional  fast  as  it  is  generated,  and  no  faster,  no  par- 
axiom,  that  sudden  viciuitudeB  of  tempera-  ticular  sensation  is  felt,  and  the  bodSy 
ture  are  dangerous :  that  a  prevUms  hot  powers  are  neither  stimulated  nor  exhansted. 
ttaie  of  the  body  augments  the  hurtful  effect  This  equilibrium  is  maintained,  (supposini 
of  the  application  of  cold,  either  externally  that  no  extraordinary  exertions  are  made) 
or  internally.  But  the  proposition  dius  when  the  thermometer  stands  at  62*,  or 
broadly  stated  is  not  universally  true.  It  is  thereabouts.  We  call  that  point  in  the 
well  known  that  the  inhabitants  of  Russia  scale  temperaie.  All  degrees  above  that 
are  in  the  habit,  while  reeking  from  their  point,  up  to  70,  are  reckoned  spsnn .-  aH 
vapour  baths,  of  rolling  immediately  in  the  above  70,  hot.  Descending  in  the  scale,  we 
snow,  or  plunging  into  cold  water,  without  speak  of  the  temperature  donoted  by  any  de- 
suffering  from  the  change.  Sir  Charles  gree  between  the  60th  and  the  50tk  as  being 
Blagden,  describing  some  of  the  experiments  cool;  and  every  lower  degree  of  tcmpenbut 
which  I  mentioned  in  the  last  lecture,  says,  is  cold,  I  am  speaking  of  tiie  average  d 
"  During  the  whole  day  we  passed  out  of  healthy  men  :  for  remarkable  diverntia 
the  heatnl  room  (of  which  the  temperature  occur  among  individuals  in  respect  to  die 
ranged  from  240^  to  260**)  after  every  ex-  names  which  tbey  assign,  under  the  gaid- 
periment,  inunediatdy  into  the  cold  air  ance  of  their  sensations,  to  particolard^reet 
without  any  precaution.  After  exposing  of  the  thermometric  scale ;  their  sensatioDs 
our  naked  bodies  to  the  heat,  and  sweating  differing  according  to  the  power  which  their 
most  violently,  we  instantly  went  into  a  cold  constitutions  respectively  possess  of  evolving 
room,  and  staid  there  even  some  minutes  heat.  Now  if  this  povrer  of  evolTing  beat, 
before  we  began  to  dress,  yet  no  one  received  thus  inherent  in  the  system,  be  entire,  and 
the  least  injury."  And  Capt.  Scoresby,  active,  and  persistent— if  it  havo  not  been 
speaking  of  the  arctic  regions,  teUs  us  that  weakened  by  any  of  those  drcumstanocs 
he  has  often  gone  from  the  breakfiBst-room  which  are  knovni  to  have  the  eflect  of 
of  Uie  vessel,  where  the  temperature  was  weakening  it — no  peril  need  attend  cvo 
50^  or  60^,  to  the  mast  head,  where  it  was  violent  sltemations  of  external  tempentniv. 
only  10^,  vrithout  any  additional  clothing,  Unusual  heat  of  the  body  at  the  time  when 
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tlie  Gold  U  applied,  so  hr  from  implying  pump.     After  holding  it  in  his  hand  a  little 

danger,   ia  really  the  condition  of  safety,  while,  till  he  recover^  his  breath,  he  pat  it 

provided  the  heat  is  steady  and  permanent,  to  his  head,  and  drank  a  large  quantity  at 

You  may  read,  in  Dr.   Currie's  book,  nu-  once.     He  laid  his  head  on   his   shoulder, 

merous  instances  of  the  cold  affusion  being  and  beat  forwards ;  his  countenance  became 

employed  in  the  hot  stage  of  fever,  and  pale,  his  breath  laborious,   and  in  a  few 

particularly  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  not  only  minutes  he  expired. 

with  impunity,  but  with  great  benefit  to  the  I  may  take  the  opportunity  of  telling  you 

patient.     The  same  holds  true  of  the  appli-  that  the  remedies  to  be  administered,  when 

cation  of  cold  when  the  body  has  been  heated  life  is  in  jeopardy  from  this  cause,    are 

by  exercise  —  and,  indeed,  whatever  may  warmth  to  the  epigastrium;  and  laudanum, 

have  been  the  cause  of  the  increased  heat —  in  free  doses. 

provided    always  that  that  cause  remains  If  death  does  not  speedily  follow  the  ex- 

steadily  in  action,  that  there  is  no  local  dis-  temal  or  internal  application  of  cold  to  the 

ease,  and  that  the  body  is  not  fatigued  and  body  under  the  untoward  circumstances  I 

rapidly  losing  its  heat.      But  if  a  person  be  have  described,  inflammation  of  some  in- 

already  exhausted  and  weakened  by  exercise  temal  part  is  very  apt  to  arise. 

—  if  he  be  sweating   and  rapidly  parting  By  attending  to  the  principles  now  laid 

with  his  heat — and  especially  if  the  exercise  down,  you  will  be  enabled  to  furnish  those 

is  remitted,  and  he  remains  at  rest  imme-  whom  it  may  be  your  business  to    advise 

diately  after  the  application  of  the  cold —  with  many  useful  suggestions,  and  to  caution 

then  it  becomes  highly  perilous,  and  likely  them  against  some  common  mistakes :  mis- 

to  produce  internal  mischief.  takes  which  have  had  their  origin  in  the 

The  more  correct  statement,   therefore,  unqualified  credit  that  has  been  given  to  the 

respecting  the  application  of  cold  is,  that  it  maxim,  that  sudden  vicissitudes  of  external 

is  dangerous — not  when  the  body  is  hoi —  temperature,  and  exposure  to  cold  while  the 

but  when  the  body  is  cooling  tfier  having  body  is  hot,  are  dangerous ;   whereas,  these 

been  heoied,  things  are  dangerous   only    under  certain 

This  principle  applies  alike,  I  say,  whether  drcumatanoes.  Thus,  you  may  tell  the 
the  cold  be  applied  externally  or  internally ;  sportsman  that  wet  feetv  or  a  wet  skin,  need 
to  the  surfoce  of  the  body,  or  to  the  mucous  cause  him  no  apprehension,  so  that  he  con- 
membrane  of  the  stomach.  Very  many  tinues  in  active  exercise ;  and  changes  his 
instances  are  recorded  of  death  taking  place  clothes,  and  avoids  all  farther  application  of 
immediately  after  a  copious  draught  of  cold  cold,  as  soon  as  the  exercise  is  over.  You 
water.  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  in  all  may  admonish  the  bather,  that  after  walking 
these  cases,  the  body,  after  having  been  in  a  hot  day  to  the  river's  side,  he  had  better 
much  heated  and  enfeebled  by  severe  exer-  not  wait,  to  cool  himself  a  little,  bdbre  he 
tion,  was  losing  its  preternatural  heat  from  plunges  into  the  stream ;  and  in  like  manner 
profuse  perspiration,  and,  in  general,  from  you  may  venture  to  advise  the  young  lady 
the  cessation  also  of  the  exertion  by  which  who  has  heated  herself  with  dancing,  not 
this  heat  was  accumulated.  Celsus  was  to  linger  in  the  entrance  hall  till  the  glow 
aware  of  the  danger:  *'  ex  labore  sudanti  has  somewhat  subsided,  but  to  make  the 
frigida  potio  pemiciosissima  est."  The  best  of  her  way  to  her  carriage,  and  thence 
fatal  influence  of  cold  water  thus  applied  to  her  bed;  and  you  may  tell  your  male 
was  experienced,  on  a  large  scale,  among  tiie  friends,  who  happen  to  be  similarly  circum- 
troopa  of  Alexander  the  Great,  upon  their  stanced,  that  the  best  thing  they  can  do  ia 
reaching  the  banks  of  the  River  Oxus,  thirsty,  to  walk  briskly  home  in  their  great  coats. 
&tigued,  and  perspiring  from  their  toilsome  The  main  points  to  be  remembered  are,  that 
march  of  forty-six  miles  across  the  scorching  the  "  heat  which  is  pretematurally  accumu- 
aands  of  the  desert.  According  to  Quintus  lated  by  exercise  is  hdd  with  little  tenacity, 
Curtius,  Alexander  lost  more  cKf  his  soldiers  is  dissipated  by  profuse  perspiration,  and  ia 
on  that  occasion  than  in  any  one  of  his  speedily  lost  when  to  this  perspiration  ia 
battles.  ^'Sedquiintemperantiushanseraat  added  a  state  of  rest  after  fatigue;"  and 
intercluso  spiritu  extincti  sunt ;  multoque  that,  in  these  drcumstanoes,  the  application 
mijor  horum  numerus  fuit,  quam  uUo  of  cold  ia  most  apt  to  be  prejudicial, 
amiserat  proelio.''  Dr.  Currie  relates  a  Among  the  circumstances  which  favour 
striking  example,  which  fell  under  his  bwn  the  morbific  effects  of  cold,  and  relate  to 
observation,  of  sudden  death  thus  produced,  the  condition  of  the  body  itself,  is  to  be  in- 
A  young  man  had  been  playing  a  severe  daded — tot  reasons  that  will  now  be  obvious 
match  at  fives,  and  had  violenUy  heated  to  you — whatever  has  the  effect  of  weakening 
himself.  When  it  was  over  he  sat  down  on  the  system,  and  so  diminishing  its  capability 
the  ground  panting  for  breath,  and  covered  of  evolving  heat.  The  most  common  of 
with  profuse  perspiration.  In  this  state  he  these  debilitating  drcumstancea  are  enume- 
called  to  a  servant  to  bring  him  a  pitcher  of  rated  by  CuUeii— -"  luting,  evacuations, 
cold  water  just  drawn  from  a  neighbouriog  fatigue,  a  last  night's  debauch,  excess  in 
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renery,  long  watching,  much  stndy^,  rest  connected  tram  of  thought — io  on  ^  other 
immediately  after  great  exercise,  sleep,  and  hand  the  senses  become  impassive  in  pro- 
preceding  disease."  All  these,  you  will  portion  as  the  mind  is  fixed  upon  someab- 
observe,  tend  to  lessen  the  vigour  of  the  sorbing  subject  of  reflection,  or  enehnined 
drculation,  and  to  depress  the  power  of  by  some  powerful  emotion:  impmsioDs 
generating  heat.  Consistent  with  the  same  made  upon  theon^s  pf  sense  are  do  locker 
principle  is  the  iact  ascertained  by  M.  taken  notice  of;  the  corresponding  sen- 
Edwards,  that  the  faculty  of  evolving  heat  sations,  if  they  are  excited  at  all,  afe  not 
is  very  feeble  in  old  persons,  and  in  the  remembered,  and  the  effect  of  such  irapres- 
newly  bom  ;  it  being  in  these  classes  that  sions  is  as  if  they  had  never  been ;  they  are 
we  find  the  greatest  number  of  victims  to  not  followed  by  the  usual  oonseqaeooes. 
the  power  of  cold.  Persons  gasping  for  breath  in  spasmodic 

The  bad  effects  of  cold  upon  the  system  asthma  will  remain   for  hours  at  an  open 

depend  partly  upon  the    intensity  of  the  window,  with  scarcely  any  clothing,  doriog 

sensation  it  produces — but  still  more  upon  severe  frost,  and  without  suffering  from  ths 

the  duration   of  that  sensation.      We  are  cold;    their  attention  is  bo  aoziously  and 

seldom  the  worse  for  a  momentary  sensation  exclusively  bestowed  upon  the  distress  in 

of  cold,  however  lively  it  may  have  been  ;  their  breathing,  that  the  coldness  of  the  air 

whereas  even  slight  feelings  of  chilliness,  is  unnoticed  and  nnperoeived,  and  has  do 

if  long  protracted,  are  apt  to  terminate  in  sensible  effect.      **  For  where  the  greater 

some  form  of  disease.  malady  is  fixed,  the  leaser  is  scarce  felt" 

Accenary  eireumstanceg. — ^By  the  help  The  morbific  effect  of  cold  upon  the  systtsi 

of  this  principle  we  may  explain  most  of  is  certainly  modified  by  the  diegree  of  atteu- 

the  circumstances    which,   relating  to  the  tion  that  is  paid  to  the  sensation  it  excites, 
manner  in  which  the  cold  is  applied,  have        Intanity. — Upon  the  very  same  principle 

been  found  by  experience  to  aggravate  its  may  be  explained  the  impunity  with  wkieh 

hurtful  influence.  some  maniacs  undergo  exposure  to  cold— 

Cold  is  more  likely,  cceieris  paribiUf  to  even  when  suffering  no  fever  which  might 

prove  injurious  when  it  is  applied  by  a  wind,  r^;enerate  the  lost  heat.     •"  I  have  seen," 

or  current  of  air.     The  sensation  of  cold  is  says  Dr.  Currie,  **a  young  woman,  oooe  of 

sustained  by  the  continual  accession  of  fresh  the  greatest  delicacy  of  fhune,  stnicfc  with 

particles  of  frigid  air  to  the  surface  of  the  madness,  lie  all  night  on  a  cold  floor,  with 

body.      Some,  striking  facts  in  illustration  hardly  the  covering  that  decency  recpiiits, 

of  the  refrigerating  and  depressing  effects  of  when  tise  water  was  frozen  on  tlie  tabk  hj 

a  stream  of  cold  air  were  mentioned  in  the  her,  and  the  milk  that  tAae  was  to  feed  oo 

last  lecture.  was  a  mass  of  ice." 

Again,  the  injurious  operation  of  cold  is         Sleep  is  enumerated  by  Dr.  Cnllea  anoDf 

augmented,   when  it  is  accompanied  with  those  conditions  of  the  body  whiA  diminish 

moisture.    Wetness  is  notoriously  the  worst  its  power  of  resisting  cold.     And  eertainly 

way  in  which  cold  can  be  applied.      The  cold  is  very  readily  caught  (as  the  phrase  is), 

contact  of  wet  or  damp  clo^ies  with  the  when  its  causes  are  present,  dviing  aleep. 

skin  both  increases  and  prolongs  the  sen-  But  while  we  sleep  sensation  is  in  a  gr^ 

sation  of  cold.     For  the  same  reason  a  cold  measure    suspended.      Thia    would   seesn, 

foggy  atmosphere  is  more  prejudicial  than  therefore,  to  furnish  a  contradiction  to  tbe 

a  clear,  and  therefore  drier  one,  of  the  same  principle  that  the  effect  of  cold  npcrn  the 

temperatnre.     The  heat  of  the  body  is  ah-  bodily  health   depends  upon  the  atraaigth 

stracted  more  rapidly  than  it  is  genemted  and  the  duration  of  the  sensation  exdted  by 

from  within,  and  if  it  be  not  replaced  by  it.     Dr.  Alison — I  speak  from  recoUeelioD 


exercise,   or  cordials,    the  balance  of  the  of  his  observations  heai^  many  years 

circulation  is  deranged,  and  internal  mischief  disposes  of  this  difficulty  by  affirming  that 

often  follows.  the  sleeper  who  tiiua  suffers  does  really  M, 

Counteracting  eircuinstanee$. — ^The  same  and  is  conscious  of,  the  sensation  cfcaUd,  sad 

principles  serve  to  illustrate  the  effect  of  that  it  mingles  witii  and  probably  suggeats 

certain  other  circumstances,  adverted  to  by  his  dreams.     Lord  Brougham,  in  his  DU' 

CuUen,  as  being  counteractive  of  the  mor>  courteqf  Natural  T^eofo^,  gi^i«a  a  very 

bific  tendency  of  exposure  to  cold :  "passions  lively  picture  of  dreams  so  excited— -draim, 

engaging  a  close  attention  to  one  object"^  as  I  should  guess,  from  his  own  experienoe. 

"  that  state  of  the  body  in  which  sensibility  Probably  something  of  the  same  kind  has 

is  greatly  diminished,  as  In  maniacs,"— 4md  occurred  to  most  of  us.     "  Every  one  knows 

*'  the  power  of  habit."    Tliese  circumstances  (he  says)  the  effect  of  a  bottle  of  hot  water, 

are  worthy  of  a  mementos  notice.  applied  during  sleep,  to  the  soles  of  the  fctt^- 

Abstraction  of  mind, — 'Impressions  that  you  instantly  dream  of  walking   over  hot 

are  unheeded  are  imfelt  and   inoperative,  mould,  or  ashes,  or  a  stream  of  lava,  or 

As  it  is  scarcely  possible,  when  the  attention  having  your  feet  burnt  by  oomin^  too  near 

is  engrossed  by  bodily  pain,  to  carry  on  any  the  fire.     But  the  effect  of  fUliiig  aileepiB 
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a  stream  of  cold  air,  as  in  an  open  carriage,  doubly  hazardous.    Daring  the  early  periods 

varies  this  experiment  in  a  very  interesting,  of   life    the  inherent  protective  power  of 

and  indeed  instructive  manner :    yon  will,  evolving  heat  is  comparatively  feeble ;  and 

instantly  that  the    wind  begins  to  blow,  in  this  climate  it  requires  to  be  carefully 

dream  of  being  upon  some  exposed  point,  cherished. 

and  anxious  for  shelter,  but  unable  to  reach  .  Theoxperimentof  hardeningshouldnevcrbe 

St ;   then  you  are  on  the  deck  of  a  ship,  tried  on  any  child  or  person  that  is  ailing  or 

auffering  from  the  gale — you  run  behind  a  unsound ;  that  shows  any  sign   of  present 

sail  for  shelter,  and  the  wind  changes,  so  disease ;  or  any  marked  disposition  to  future, 

^t  it  still  blows  upon  you ;  you  are  driven  and  especially  to  scrofulous,  disease.  When- 

to  the  cabin,  but  the  ladder  is  removed,  or  ever  it  is  tried  it  must  be  conducted  in  con- 

the  door  locked.      Presently  you  are  on  formity  with  the  principles  already  laid  down, 

shore  in  a  house  with  all  the  windows  open,  The  subject  of  the  experiment  must  be  suffi- 

and  endeavour  to  shut  them  in  vain ; — or,  ciently  clothed,  and  he  must  not  fail  to  use 

seeing  a  smith's  forge,  you  are  attracted  by  such  exercise  during  the  exposure  as  may  be 

the  ftre,   and  suddenly  a  hundred  bellows  requisite  to  excite  and  sustain  the  adequate 

play  upon  it,  and  extinguish  it  in  an  instant,  generation  of  animal  heat.  An  abiding  sense 

but  All  the  whole  smithy  with  their  blast,  even  of  chilliness  must  never  be  aimed  at  nor 

till  you  ore  as  cold  as  on  the  road."  permitted. 

Certain  it  is,  that  though  while  sleeping  .      The  most  direct  and  certain  mode  of  forti- 

we  are  not  sensible  of,  or  (what  perhaps  is  fying  the  body  against  injury  from  accidental 

the  same  thing)  do  not  remember,  ordinary  exposure  to  cold,  is  afforded  by  the  use  of 

impressions,  we  are  nevertheless  conscious  the  cold  bath,  and  especially  of  the  shower 

of  unusual  sensations  ;   so  that  the  facility  bath.     When  this  is  regularly  taken  in  the 

with  which  we  take  cold  during  sleep  is  no  morning,  the  surface  of  the  body  becomes 

real  exception  to  the  general  law  that  the  enured  to  a  degree  of  cold  greater  than  it  is 

sensation  produced  by  cold  is  concerned  in  likely  to  encounter  during  the  remainder  of 

its  injurious  effects.  the  day.     It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  an 

HMt. — ^The  last  of  the  acoessary  circum-  easy  criterion  of  the  propriety  of  continuing 

stances  mentioned  by  CuUen  is  *^the  power  tiiis  expedient.  When  the  sense  of  cold  does 

of  habit."     No  one  can  doubt  the  effect  of  not  remain  long,  and  is  followed  by  a  glow 

custom  in  enabling  the  body  to  resist  the  of  warmth,  the  cold  shower  bath  is  sure  to 

operation  of  cold,  who  has  had  opportunities  do  good.     If,  however,  alter  the  bath,  the 

of  observing  how  difiierently  an  inclement  person  suffers  headache,  and  continues  long 

temperature  .  is    borne    by  persons  whose  chilly,  languid,  and  uncomfortable,  it  should 

employments  oblige  them  to  live  mudi  under  at  once  be  given  up,  as  useless,  and  even 

the  open  sky,  as  shepherds,  sailors,  stage-  hazardous. 

coachmen — and  by  such  as  pursue  in-door  By  observing  these  simple  rules,  a  healthy 

occupations — ^mechanics,   taUors,   shopmen,  child  may  be  made  hardy  also,  without  the 

and  the  like.   Probably  the  sensibility  of  the  risk,  which  their  neglect  would  impose,  of 

surface  is  blunted  by  habitual  exposure.  We  damage  to  his  bodily  fabric,  and  of  abbre- 

may  believe  too  that  the  purer  air  breathed  viating,  by  what  was  meant  to  prolong,  his 

by  the  ont-door  labonrer,  and  his  more  active  mortal  span, 
life,  confer  a  more  vigorous  state  of  health, 

and  endow  him  with  an  ampler  faculty  of  Influence  qf  the  seosetit. — Closely  con- 
evolving  animal  heat.  The  Uct  is  unques-  nected  with  the  effects  of  temperature  upon 
tionable ;  and  ire  may  sometimes  turn  oar  the  health  is  the  influence  of  the  different 
knowledge  of  it  to  good  account,  in  gra-  seasons  of  the  year.  A  few  remarks  upon 
dually  fortifying  the  system  against  the  in-  that  influence,  as  it  is  witnessed  in  our  own 
flnence  of  cold  that  cannot  be  avoided.  An  climate  and  country,  may  properly  conclude 
ill-directed  application  of  this  principle  has  our  present  subject. 

led,  however,  to  grave  errors,  and  cost  many  It  is  open  to  the  commonest  observation 
lives.  Ton  will  now  and  then  hear  parents  that  the  general  health  of  the  community 
talk  of  hardening  their  children,  by  causing  fluctuates  with  the  changing  seasons.  Ca- 
them  to  brave  all  sorts  of  weather,  by  tarrhs,  and  coughs,  and  pectoral  complaints 
teaching  tiiem  to  he  indifferent  about  varia-  of  all  kinds,  are  most  apt  to  commence,  or 
tions  of  temperature,  to  sit  in  winter-time  to  grow  worse,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
without  a  fire  in  the  room,  and  to  despise  months,  while  bowel  complaints  are  more 
great  coats,  flannel,  and  other  additions  to  numerous  and  distressing  in  the  summer  and 
their  usual  dress.  Fearing  to  render  them  autumn.  Hie  mucous  membranes  of  the  air- 
effeminate  by  over  care  and  cockering,  they  passages  sympathize  with  the  skin  under  the 
run  into  the  opposite  and  m<»e  dangerous  agency  of  external  cold — those  of  the  stomach 
extreme.  and  intestines  under  that  of  continued  atmos- 

Thia   proceia    is    often   attempted  with  pheric  heat, 

children  originally  deUcate,  and  to  such  it  is  The  thoracic  disorders  are  more  serious 
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and  fatal  than  the  abdominak  Various  other  notion  which  has  been  embodied   in   the 

maladies  are  likewise  aggravated  by  cold,  or  proTerb,  that  "  a  green  Christmas  makes  a 

by  vicissitudes  of  temperature.     Hence  the  fat  churchyard." 

mortality  of  the  winter  is  always  larger  than        It  is  very  instructive  to  remark  in  what 

that  of  tbe  summer :  unless  indeed,  this  rule  classes  of  persons  the  injurious  effects  of  the 

happens  to  be  disturbed  by  the  intervention  severe  weather  of  winter  is  most  felt.    The 

of   some   widely-spread   epidemic.     I    am  increased  mortality  was  found  to  be  diiefly 

not  sure  that  the  superior  salubrity  of  the  among  the  very  young,  and  the  very  old : 

hotter  over  tbe  colder  portion  of  the  year  is  in  other  words,  among  those  in  whom  the 

generally  acknowledged,  even  in  this  age  of  recuperative  power  of  generating  heat  is  the 

enlightenment.  feeblest. 

It  is  the  cold  that,  more  than  any  other        In  January  1795  there  were  in  London 

element  of  the  weather,  occasions  the  dif-  717  deaths  of  persons  above  sixty  years  old, 

ference.  while  in  January  1796  there  were  only  153 

There  are  two  small  publications  by  the  such  deaths;  or  scarcely  more  than  oaB^fiftb 

present  Dr.  Heberden,  to  which  I  would  of  the  former  number, 
direct  your  attention,  as  being  singularly        I  have  often  been  ttmck  by  the  vnusval 

instructive  upon  these  points.    One  you  wiU  length  of  the  newspaper  obituaries  during 

find  in  the  eighty-sizth  volume  of  the  Philo«  periods  of  hard  irost ;   and  by  obaerring  how 

flophical  Transactions :     Qf  the  inflttenee  qf  many  of  tbe  indiriduals  whose  dendis  they 

cold  upon  the  health  qf  the  inhabitante  qf  record  were  far  advanced   in  years.    Dr. 

London.    The  other  is  a  separate  pamphlet :  Heberden  remarks  that  among  persons  older 

Odservatione  on  the  increaee  and  decrease  qf  than  sixty,  the  tide  of  mortality,  as  measaied 

different  dUeaaea,  by  the  weekly  bills,  foUows  regolarty  the 

From  a  number  of  tables,  framed  chiefly  degree  of  coldness  of  the  weather — so  tiiat 

upon  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,   Dr.  any  one  accustomed  to  examine  thew  listi 

Heberden  draws  (in  the  last-named  paper)  may  form  a  tolerably  .accurate  judgment  of 

the  conclusion  that  the  whole  number  of  the  severity  of  any  of  our  winter  months,  by 

deaths  is  greatest  in  Jannary,  February,  and  noting  the  ratio  of  the  mortality  in  persons 

March,  and  least  in  June,  Jidy,.and  August,  above  sixty. 

This  is  contrary  to  the  notions  of  the  ancients        The  deaths  from  asthma  (under  whKk 

— and  perhaps  of  many  of  the  modems  also,  vague  term  all  kinds  of  pectoral   disorder 

Celsus  says,  '*  Igitur  saluberrimum  ver  est ;  attended  with  shortness  of  breath  appear  to 

proxime  delude  ab  hoc,  hiems ;   periculosior  have  been  included)  were  249  in  Janosiy 

sestas ;  autumnus  longe  periculosissimus."  1795 — only  29  in  January  1796.     In  the 

In  his  paper  in  the  Philosophical  Transac-  former  of  these  months  there  were  825  deaths 

tions.  Dr.  Heberden  compares  the  number  attributed  to  consumption — in  the  latter  342. 
of  deaths  that  took  place  in  London  in        All  this  accords  with  what  I  mentiooed 

January  1795,  which  was  an  unusually  severe  -before  of  the  effect  of  cold  weather  in  pro« 

month,  with  the  number  that  occiurred  in  d^^g  or  exasperating  diseases  of  the  respi- 

January  1796,  which  was  an  uncommonly  ratOT):  organs. 

mild  month.     Of  those  two  successive  win-         One  of  the  conclusions  deduced  by  Dr. 

ters  one  was  the  coldest,  and  the  other  the  Heberden  from  his  examination  of  the  bills 

warmest,  of  which  any  regular  account  had  of  mortality  is,  that  "  the  number  of  deaths 

been  kept  in  this  country.     In  the  month  of  by  palsies  and  apoplexies  is  in  this  oountiy 

January  1795,  the  thermometer,  upon  an  always  greatest  in  winter."  There  are  intd- 

average,  stood  at  23°  in  the  morning,  and  ligible  reasons  for  this.    When  the  snr&ce 

at  29*^.4  in  the  afternoon ;    always,  yon  will  is  chilled,  and  the  blood  driven  out  of  the 

observe,  below  the  freezing  point.     In  the  superficial  vessels  by  the  cold,  it  mast  acco* 

same  month  in  1796,  it  stood  at  43°.5  in  mulate  in  internal  parts,  and  so  press  with 

the  morning,  and  at  50^  in  the  afternoon ;  increased  force  towards  the  head.  And  there 

always  much  above  the  freezing  point.    The  is  another  reason  for  the  frequency  of  these 

average  difference  in  the  two  months  was  affections  in  the  winter  season :  it  is,  as  we 

more  than  20°.  have  seen,  the  season  of  pectoral  oompLunts, 

In  the  five  weeks  beginning  with  January  and  of  embarrassed  respiration..  Dyspnoea, 

1st,  1795,  there  were  2823  deaths:  in  the  and  fits  of  coughing,  greatly  impede  the 

five  weeks  beginning  with  January  1st,  1796,  return  of  the  blood  from  the  head  through 

there  were  only  1471.  The  difference,  1352,  the  veins  :  and  cerebral  congestion  tends  to 

is  enormous.     The  mortality  in  the  former  the  production    of   cerebral    hsemorrfaage, 

3rear  was  nearly  double  of  that  in  the  latter,  espeaally  when  the  arteries  of  the  brain  are 

One  object  which  Dr.  Heberden  had  in  diseased ;  and  they  often  are  so.     Accord* 

view  in  making    this  comparison  was  to  ingly  we  find  that  in  January  1795  there 

disabuse  his  countrymen  of  the  notion  that  were   fifty-two   deaths   from   apoplexy  and 

cold  frosty  weather  is  more  favourable  to  palsy — ^while  in  January  1796  the  number 

health    than    mild  weather    in  winter ;    a  was  only  thirty -one. 
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You    miy  trace    the    influence    of   the  recovery  from  acnte  disorders  may  be  accele- 

seasons — ^not  only  in  the  prevalence  of  par-  rated,  and  that  they  may  regain  the  degree  of 

ticular  diseases  in  certain  portions  of  the  general  strength  which  is  necessary  to  the 

year — bat  also  in  the  character  of  other  dis-  care  of  many  chronic  complaints ;  of  all  those 

orders  that  are  liable  to  occur  in  all  periods  especially  that  require  the  use  of  tonic  ^edi- 

of  the  year  alike ; — ^in   tiie   character,  for  cines,  among  which  class  of  remedies  no  one 

example,  of  fevers.   In  the  majority  of  cases  \a  so  effectual,  in  constitutions  that  have  been 

of  continued  fever  you  will  And  that  the  weakened  by  a  town  life,  as  removal  to  the 

pectoral  symptoms  are  most  troublesome  in  clear  and  pure  air  of  the  country, 

the  spring,  and  the  abdominal  symptoms  in  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  remember 

the  autumn.     It  is  said  also,  but  1  do  not  that  although  impure  air  has  most  unques- 

know  that  this  is  so  generally  true,  that  affec-  tionably  a  very  hurtftil  effect  upon  the  gene- 

tions  of  the  headt  in  continued  fever,  are  ral  heidth,  there  is  no  specific  disease  which 

more  frequent  and  severe  in  the  winter,  than  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  it  as  an  exciting 

at  other  periods  of  tiie  year.  cause.     It  is  as  a  predisposing  influence  that 

the  impurity  operates.  For  instance,  it 
Imjmtity  of  the  air. — Mere  impurity  of  never  generates  (as  I  believe)  continued 
the  air — ^by  which  I  mean  impurity  that  does  fever,  yet  it  will  most  certainly  aggravate  the 
not  result  from  the  admixture  of  any  specific  symptoms,  and  fS&vour  tiie  propagation,  and 
poison,  such  as  the  marsh  poison,  and  the  augment  the  mortality,  of  that,  and  of  other 
various  contagions — ^is  a  powerful  predis-  diseases,  in  a  great  degree.  If  there  be  any 
posing  cause  of  disease.  The  prejudicial  diseased  condition  that  is  strictly  the  pro- 
effect  of  impure  air  is  seen,  on  a  large  scale,  duct  of  impure  air,  it  is  scrofula.  Scrofltla 
by  comparing  the  inhabitants  of  great  towns,  (as  I  shall  presently  shew  you)  depends  in 
in  respect  to  health  and  longevity,  with  those  part  upon  hereditary  constitution  ;  it  partly 
who  live  in  the  country.  In  a  valuable  letter  arises  also  from  exposure  to  cold  and  wet ; 
by  Mr.  Farr,  appended  to  the  First  Annual  but  there  is  much  reason  for  believing  that 
Report  qf  the  Registrar  General^  a  com-  impure  air  is  a  very  powerful  agent  in  calling 
parison  is  made  of  the  mortality  of  about  scrofula  into  action,  and  in  aggravating  the 
seven  millions  of  persons,  one  half  of  whom  strumous  diathesis. 

dwell  in  towns,  the  other  half  in  connties.  I  have  entered  the  more  fully  into  the  con- 

''Hie  concentration  of  the  population  in  sideration  of  certain  states  of  the  atmos- 

cities  doubles    the    deaths  from  epidemic  phere,  its  extremes  and  its  variations  of  tem- 

diseases,    and    disorders    of    the    nervous  perature,   and    its  impurity,  as   causes  of 

system."   In  cities,  as  compared  with  coun-  disease,  because  there  is  no  part  of  the  course 

ties,  the  deaths  from  consumption  are  in-  in  which  I  could  more  conveniently  intro- 

creased  30  per  cent,  those  from  childbirth  duce  them.     Moat  of  the  other  causes  of 

71  per  cent,  those  from  typhus  221  percent,  disease,  enumerated  in  my  last  lecture,  will 

These  differences  we  can  explain  only  by  be  discussed  in  connexion  with  the  disorders 

attributing  them  to  the  weakening  influence  to  which  they  give  birth :  malaria,  for  ex- 

of  impure  air,  and  the  want  of  sufiScient  exer-  ample,  when  I  speak  of  ague ;  contagions, 

cise:  for,  as  Dr.  Alison  has  remarked,  "it  is  when  we  come  to  the  exanthemata  and  to 

hardly  possible  to   observe  separately  the  continued  fever;    improper  or  insuflicient 

effect  on  the  animal  economy  of  deficiency  diet,  and  intemperance  generally,  with  in- 

of  exeroisi,  and  deficiency  of  fresh  air,  these  digestion,  and  the  disorders  of  the  alimen- 

two   causes    being   very  generally  applied  tary  canal ;  and  so  on.      There  is,  however, 

tos;ether.      But  it  is  perfectly  ascertained  one  remarkable  predisposing  cause  of  dis- 

on  an  extensive  scale,  in    regard    to  the  ease,  a  few  observations  upon  which  may 

inhabitants    of  large    and    crowded    cities  serve  to  fill  up  the  little  that  remains  of  the 

as  compared  with  the  rural  population  of  present  hour.     I  mean,  that  disposition  to 

the  same   climate,  that  their  mortality   is  certain  diseases  which  is  apt  to  descend  from 

very  much  greater,  especially  in  early  life —  parents  to  children :  hereditary  tendencies 

and  the  probability  of  life  very  much  less."  to  disease. 

There  is  one  circumstance  which  shows  that  Hereditary  predisposition.  —  We    must 

impure  air  is  the  more  noxious  agent  of  ^e  distinguish  between  susceptibility  of   dis- 

two,  namely,  the  very  great  mortality,  in  ease,   and  a  tendency  to  disease.     In  one 

towns,  of  children  under  two  years  of  age,  sense  all  persons  are  bom  with  a  predisposi- 

even  although  they  get  as  much  exercise  as  tion  to  most  forms  of  disorder.     No  one  is 

their  time  of  life  would  allow  of  any  where.  protected  by  nature  against  inflammation. 

The  noxious  and  depressing  influence  of  when  the  causes  of  inflammation  come  into 

vitiated  air  is  made  strikingly  manifest  by  play.     Poisons  of  various  kinds,  and  specific 

the  effect  of  a  removal  to  a  purer  atmosphere,  contagions,  which  indeed  are  poisons,  ope- 

We  are  continually  obliged  to  recommend  rate  with  tolerable  uniformity  upon  all  men 

"change  of  air*'  to  our  patients.      We  ad-  alike. 

Tise  them  to  go  out  of  Lohdon,  that  their  But  there  ore  certain  complaints  which 
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we  majT  separate  in  this  respect  from  the  prerailmg  cast  of  thought  and  feeling— Ibe 

others :  which  complaints  some  persons  have  idem  sentire  et  idem  velle — maj  giYe  mch  aa 

a  tendency  to,  and  some  have  not.    The  habitoal  expression  and  character  to  tlie 

tendency  is  sometimes  strong  and  evident;  conntenance,  as  tosaperficial  observen  may 

sometimes  feeble  and  faintly  marked  ;  some-  constitute  a  likeness.     But  there  are  &inilj- 

times  it  displays  itself  in  the  midst  of  cir-  likenesses  which  will  not  admit  of  such  aa 

cumstanees  the  most  fevonrable  to  health  ;  explanation  as  this :  similarities  in  the  aiiipe 

sometimes  it  requires  for  its  development  or  size,  or  disposition  of  peculiar  featnres. 

conditions  the  most  adverse  and  trying.     To  Every  one  has  heard  of,  or  may  remark  in 

mention  some  of  these  diseases :   scrofula,  portraits',  the  hereditary  thick  lip.  of  the  Im- 

which  I  shall  soon  describe  more  particn-  perial  House  of  Austria.      Many  penoos 

lA^ly,  gout,  mania,  and  (I  believe  I  may  add)  now  living  have  had    the  opportmiity  of 

spasmodic  asthma.  tracing  the  lineaments  of  our  own  ftofil 

Not  only  is  a  disposition  to  these  com-  Family  through  at  least  three  gencratioiis. 
plaints  strikingly  pronounced  in  some  per-  The  sisters  of  one  of  our  English  Dnkes  are 
sons,  but  other  persons  appear  wholly  free  remarkably  handsome  young  women,  aad 
from  such  a  tendency,  nay  even  devoid  of  bear,  to  this  day,  a  striking  resemblance  ta 
the  susceptibility  of  them.  Gout,  in  those  the  portraits  of  their  beautiftil  ancestress, 
capable  of  it,  may  be  acquired  by  habits,  the  celebrated  Nell  Gwyn.  And  indepen- 
as  it  may  be  repressed  and  prevented  dently  of  the  general  east  of  features,  we 
by  die  opposite  habits.  The  habits  that,  in  trace  these  family  likenesses  in  ndnute  or  no- 
certain  persons,  bring  it  on,  are  the  intem-  equivocal  particulars — the  colour  of  the  hair 
perate  use  of  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  and  and  eyes,  the  shape  of  the  limbs,  the  ststve 
an  indolent  or  sedentary  manner  of  life :  but  of  the  body,  and  so  on:  nay,  in  more  de- 
there  are  many  people  in  whom  no  amount  dded  peculiarities  than  these,  in  points  of 
of  rich  living  or  idleness  will  generate  gout,  unusual  formation.  Yon  have  beard,  im* 
So  there  are  some  in  whom  no  exposure  to  bably,  of  the  American  calctilating  bof, 
impure  air,  cold  and  wet,  and  no  privations —  Zerah  Colbum. .  A  great  number  of  indifi- 
in  other  words,  no  appliance  of  the  drcum-  duals  of  his  family,  descended  from  a  corn- 
stances  calculated  to  bring  the  strumous  mon  ancestor,  had  six  fingers  and  six  toes 
diathesis  into  play,  willever  produce  any  form  instead  of  five.  The  peculiarity  was  trsni- 
of  scrofula — ^will  ever  render  them  consump-  mitted  through  four  suocesave  generations ; 
tive,  for  instance ;  consumption  being  one  of  and  probably,  could  his  pedigree  have  been 
the  most  common  and  fatal  shiq>es  of  scro-  fiurther  traced,  through  many  more.  I  am 
fulotts  disease.  There  are  many  who  never  myself  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  who  had 
become  afflicted  with  asthma,  although  sur-  the  misfortune  some  years  ago  to  have  a  baa- 
rounded  by  the  most  powerful  exciting  causes  tard  child  laid  to  his  charge.  At  first  he  had 
of  that  complaint.  some  misgivings  on  the  subject,  and  ass- 

Now  widi  respect  to  these  diseases,  and  pected  that  he  might  have  no  real  title  to 

perhaps  a  few  others,  it  is  matter  of  fiact  the  credit  (or  I  should  rather  say  to  the  dis- 

that  they  occur  much  more  frequently  in  credit)  of  the  imputed  paternity ;  but  all  ki& 

persons,  some  one  or  more  of  whose  ances-  scruples  were  satisfied  when  he  found  that 

tors  have  suffered  from  them,  than  in  other  the  child  had  six  fingers  on  eadi  hand,  for 

persons :    the  tendency  is  transmitted,  is  he  had  himself  posseised  two  small  soper- 

hereditary.  numerary  fingers,  which  had  been  ampa- 

That  tl^  circumstances  of  the  parents  do  tated  when  he  was  an  infanL     Haller  giv^ 

influence  the  physical  character  of  the  chil-  an  account  of  a  web-footed  famfly,  descended 

dren,  no  one  can  doubt :  it  is  matter  of  daily  from  a  mother  in  whom  that  oonfignrstioD 

observation;  and  one  of  the  best  possible  existed. 

illustrations  of  the  fact  is  to  be  found  in  Now  there  is  one  very  cnrious  drcma- 

what  are  called  family-likenesses.     We  see  stance  observable  in  regard  to  these  fiunily- 

children  resembling    their  father  or  their  likenesses,  namely,   that  they  may  foil  to 

mother;  or  both  parents  at  once,  as  mulattoes.  appear  in  the  child,  and  yet  appear  tn  the 

It  has  been  suggested    that    the  simi-  grandchild :  may  skip  over  a  generatioD  or 

larity    in    features    and   expression,    and  two ;  may,  after  lying  dormant,  break  oat, 

even  in  moral  character,  which  cannot  be  as  it  were,  in  some  ooljateral  branch  of  the 

denied  to  exist,  may  be  ascribed  to  educa-  family  tree. 

tion  and  imitation.     But  allowing  some-  Tins  not  only  proves  that  certain  physical 

thing  to  that  cause,  it  cannot  be  all.     It  peculiarities  may  be  transmitted,  but  it  dis- 

was,  I  remember,  a  common  remark  when  I  closes  this  curious  property,  that  peculiarities 

was  at  Cambridge,  that  the  followers  and  not  pounaed  by  the  parent  may  neverthf- 

admirers  of  a  very  good  man,  the  late  Mr.  less  be  tratumiited  by  him.    And  this  evi- 

Slmeon,  appeared  to  come  at  Isist  to  resemble  dently  opens  a  wide  field  for  tiie  operation 

bim.  So  man  and  wife  are  sometimes  fancied  of  hereditary  tendencies.    A  person  is  not 

to  grow  like  each  other.    That  is,  the  same  to  consider  himself  ss  necessarily  free  fiuD 


AKNU/LL  REPORT  OF  PAROCHIAL  JUYING-IN  CASES. 


238 


a  difporitUm  to  coniamptioii  or  goat,  be- 
c«uie  hisparents  have  never  shewn  any  symp- 
toms of  those  disorders. 

When  one  parent  only  bears  the  trans- 
missible tendencYi  the  disease  appears  to 
be  most  apt  to  break  out  in  the  children 
who  most  resemble  that  parent  in  their 
physical  conformation  and  appearance  : 
yet  this  b  not  a  universal  rule.  I  am 
acquainted  with  a  gentleman  who  has  lost 
several  brothers  or  sisters  by  phthisis. 
The  fatal  disposition  is  known  to  exist  on 
his  mother's  side,  while  hia  father's  pedi- 
gree is  believed  to  be  quite  free  from  it. 
All  the  children  that  have  hitherto  become 
consumptive  have  resembled  the  mother  in 
bodily  configuration  and  features,  except  thia 
gentleman,  who  is  like  his  father's  family, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  labours  under  une- 
quivocal consumption. 

It  becomes  a  very  interesting,  and  a  very 
important  question,  whether  acquired  pecu- 
liarities can  be  transmitted.  I  have  been 
told,  by  a  gentleman  attending-  the  class,  that 
he  knew  a  man,  who  having  been  accidentally 
deprived  of  sight,  afterwards  propagated 
blind  children.  I  believe,  however,  such  an 
event  is  uncommon.  Dr.  Prichsjrd  is  of 
opinion  that  all  original  or  connate  bodily 
peculiarities  tend  to  become  hereditary, 
while  changes  in  the  organic  structure  of  the 
individual  from  external  causes  daring  life, 
end  with  him,  and  have  no  obvious  influence 
on  his  progeny.  Although  this  general  law 
is  probably  true,  I  doubt  whether  it  be  yet 
sufficiently  established  by  a  reference  to 
actual  facts. 

I  need  scarcely  say  a  word  respecting  the 
importance  to  medical  men,  and  indeed  to 
all  men,  of  a  knowledge  of  these  hereditary 
dispositions.  Such  knowledge  ought  to  rega- 
late,  in  some  degree,  the  choice  of  persons 
wishing  to  marry.  Where  both  parents  have 
a  decided  tendency  to  any  complaint,  there 
will  be  a  double  probability  of  a  diseased 
progeny.  Lavrful  intermarriages  between 
members  of  the  same  family  are  often  highly 
objectionable  on  the  same  score.  Any  inhe- 
rent defect  or  morbid  propensity  is  aggra- 
vated by  what  cattle-dealers  call  **  breeding 
in  and  in." 

Again,  if  it  be  known  that  in  any  fiunily 
an  hereditary  procUrity  exists ;  to  goat  and 
gravel,  for  instance,  or  to  consumption ;  this 
knowledge  ought  to  warn  every  individual 
of  that  family  sedulously  to  avoid  the  causes 
that  foster  and  develop  these  diseases ;  and 
medical  men  possessed  of  the  requisite  infor- 
mation may  give  most  valuable  advice  and 
instruction  on  these  points*. 

«  During  the  passage  of  this  lecture  thnmgh 
the  prew,  the  Secomd  Anmtal  Bepori  of  Ue  RegU- 
irur  Otnerai  has  been  circulated,  by  the  obligiog 
attention  of  Mr.  Lister,  among  the  members  m 
the  profession.  It  contains  much  that  illus- 
trates and  conflrms  several  of  the  positions  here 
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5S0 cases — ^producing  589  children: — 

305  male,  of  which  34  were  still-bom*. 
284  female     .    .     31     .    .    ditto. 

*The  majority  of  these  wereof premature  hirth. 

Age  of  the  mothers. 

Under    ...    20  ..    24 

Between    20  &  25  .    .158 

„  25  &  30  ..  169 

»,  30  &  35  ..  155 

35  &  40  ..    50 

„  40  &  45  ..    21 

45  &  50  .    .      3 

580 

Unnatural  nresentations,  complica- 
tions, or  acciaents  occurring  after,  or 
during,  parturition. 

Of  the  above  580  cases, 
The  breech  presented  in     .      .      .12 

Feet 6 

Face 2 

Arm  (these  all  occurred  in  twin  cases)  3 
Hand  and  foot  .•..••     1 

Funis  with  head 5 

Funis  with  feet 1 

Twins  occurred  in        ....    9 

Convulsions 2 

Retained  placenta  (2  accompanied 

by  hemorrha^) 10 

Uterine  phlebitis  .  .  •  •  .  1 
Flooding  before  delivery  ...  8 
Flooding  after  delivery  ....  6 
Lingering  labour  (those  beyond  24 

hours) 50 

Premature  births 41 

Puerperal  peritonitis    .      .      .      .11 

The/orcepe  were  employed  in  5  cases ; 
cephalotomy  in  3,  and  version  in  2. 
MoRTAUTT  in  the  580  cases,  5. 

I    —  - • — — ^^  ■  ■  ■ 

advanced.  This  immense  yearly  addition  to  the 
adence  of  vital  statistics  is  of  the  hirhest  value. 
It  cannot  fail  to  throw  light  npon  the  soorces, 
and  to  point  towards  the  prsvention,  of  many 
very  tetal  disorders.  To  ascertain  the  causes  of 
any  disease,  and  to  display  them  before  the 
public  mind,  are  luge  steps  towards  their 
removal,  so  nur  as  that  maybe  oracticable.  The 
report  itself  and  Mr.  Farrs  able  analysis  of  the 
rsfistcnd  nctS|  are  replete  with  interestin;  and 
useAd  Infonnation.— T.  W. 
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One  female,  who  died  the  day  after 
delivery,  I  liave  not  included  in  the 
above  number,  as  she  had  been  dis- 
charged from  more  than  one  hospital 
as  incurable,  owing  to  disease  of  the 
heart.  The  excitement  of  narturition 
was  sufficient,  however,  to  hasteil  her 
death.  On  a  post-mortem  examination 
the  heart  was  found  to  have  enlarged 
to  nearly  double  its  size  in  health,  and 
the  lungs  were  diseased. 
.  By  a  curious  coincidence,  another 
case  of  some  what  similar  character  was 
admitted  the  day  after.  I  was  re- 
quested to  see  her  about  twelve  hours 
after  the  termination  of  her  labour,  as 
she  was  expected  to  die  every  moment 
I  found  her  apparently  mori  Dund,  with 
a  quick  small  pulse,  cold  clammy  skin, 
her  face  and  lips  of  a  purple  colour, 
and  hardly  able  to  articulate.  The  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  was  very  irre^ar, 
and  her  respiration  laborious.  Without 
much  expectation,  I  must  confess,  of  its 
doing  good,  I  ordered  a  small  bleeding, 
to  the  extent  of  8  ounces :  it  was,  how- 
ever, attended  by  very  beneficial  effects, 
and  was  again  repeated  durinj^  the 
night  with  advantage,  as  a  violent 
couffh  had  supervened.  By  the  further 
application  of  blisters  and  leeching, 
and  the  internal  use  of  mercury,  anti- 
mony, and  onium,  she  recovered  suffi- 
cienUy  to  aUow  of  her  discharge  in 
three  weeks'  time. 

Memoranda  as  to  the  preceding  eases  -. — 
In  one  case  of  arm  presentation,  both 

Total  number  of  cases,  3,250. 
The  breech  &  lower  extremities  presented  in  79,  or  1  in  about  41,  or  24*3  per  1000 


the  hands  were  found  in  the  ramna. — 
The  mother,  in  six  labours,  had  nad  six 
unnatural  presentations. 

In  a  case  where  the  breech  presented, 
the  woman,  in  eleven  labours,  had  had 
ten  unnatural  presentations. 

A  woman  in  three  pregnancies  had 
twice  borne  twins. 

A  woman  had  given  birth  to  eleven 
boys  in  as  many  labours,  and  at  length 
had  a  girl  in  her  twelfth. 

A  case  occurred  of  hydatid  of  the 
placenta.  It  was  at  first  mistaken  for 
a  second  bag  of  membranes. 

The  great  majority  of  prematiune 
births  took  place  in  the  seventh  month. 

One  infant,  bom  at  the  sixth  month, 
lived  twenty-six  hours. 

Another,  at  the  same  period,  lived 
twenty-four  hours. 

In  one  case  the  woman,  at  full  pe- 
riod, was  delivered  suddenly  whilst 
standing  in  the  street  Both  child  and 
placenta  fell  to  the  ground ;  tlie  former, 
though  bruised,  survived,  and  no  in- 
jury occurred  to  the  mother. 

The  larfi^est  child  of  the  above  num- 
bers weigned  11  lbs.  avoirdupois:  it 
was  still-bom.  The  next  in  weight 
was  under  10  lbs. 

In  adding  the  foregoing  580  cases  to 
600 — ^the  reports  of  wliien  appeared  in 
the  Medical  Gazette  of  1837  &  183S — 
and  to  2,070  cases  which  I  published, 
in  1836,  in  my  Manual  of  Midwipert, 
the  following  will  be  the  average  re- 
sult : — 


Upper  extremities 

Face 

Funis     .... 

Convulsions  occurred  in 

Rctrovcrsio  uteri    . 

Rupture  of  uterus     . 

Placenta  pnevia     , 

Accidental  flooding  before  delivery 

of  placenta 
Ditto  after     . 


18, 
15, 
16, 
8, 
1, 
1. 
3, 

23, 

27, 

Placenta  required  manual  extraction  in  32, 
Forceps  employed  in 
Crotchet 
Version . 


20. 
15, 
20, 


1 80,  or  5-5 

21 7,  or  4-6 

203,  or  4-9 

406,  or  2-4 

3250,  or  -3 

32ft0,  or  -3 

10S3,or  1- 

141,  or  7- 

120,  or  8-3 

101,  or  9-8 

162,  or  61 

217,  or  4-6 

162,  or  6*1 


,« 


», 


„ 


Cephalotomy.  amnii  escaped  soon  after.    At  noon  the 
Jan.  22,  1K39. — Maria  Harris,  a;t.  27  midwife  found  the  head  low  down,  and 
(fu-st  pregnancy),  came  into  the  house  the  os  uteri  fuUv  dilated.     Pains  con- 
on  ihe  20th.     Labour  commenced  on  tinned  through  the  night,  but  withotit 
Uie  muming  of  the  21st,  and  the  liq.  forwarding  tne  descent  of  the  chilcL 
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Ko  moTement  of  it  has  been  felt  by  the  a  knee  was  readied,  into  the  flexure  of 
mother  since  yesterday.  I  was  sent  for  which  my  fore-finger  was  hooked,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  was  the  body  was  turned;  the  protruded 
informed  that  the  head  had  made  no  hand  not,  however,  receding  much, 
advance  for  the  last  twelve  hours.  I  The  pains  now  expelled  the  second  leg, 
found  that  the  rami  of  the  pubes  were  and  soon  afterwards  the  left  arm.  As 
approximated,  and  that  there  was  like-  the  child's  face  was  turned  towards  the 
wise  slight  deformitv  at  the  brim,  pubes,  I  turned  the  head  round,  and  by 
Vertex  presenting.  I  tried  to  apply  placing  a  finger  in  its  mouth,  and 
the  forceps,  but  could  not  succeed  witn  pressing  it  towards  the  breast,  it  soon 
the  second  blade ;  and,  from  the  fetid  escape£ 
discharge,  combined  with  the  cessation  Fwreeps» 
of  movement  in  the  infant  since  the  I4th.—Mary  Ryan,  «t  30,  second 
day  before,  there  was  httle  doubt  as  to  child,  came  into  the  house  in  labour  at 
Its  death,  and  as  the  head  had  abready  12  at  night  By  7  in  the  mommg  the 
rested  with  strong  pressure  on  one  part  head  h^  descended  low,  but  no  pro- 
of the  vagma,  I  thought  it  expedient  ^^^  had  been  made  since  that  time 
to  use  the  perforator.  The  head  did  tiU  12  (when  I  was  requested  to  see 
not  colkpse  weU,  wid  there  was  great  her),  although  the  pains  had  been  fre- 
difficulty  afterwards  m  effecting  the  q^ent,  and  of  a  strong  character.  Her 
passage  of  the  shoulders,  owir^  to  the  g„t  child,  she  says,  was  extracted  dead 
narrowness  of  the  passage.  This  was  by  instruments.  As  there  was  slight 
evidenced,  hkewise,  by  strong  niM-ks  of  deformity  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  I 
compression,  which  were  observable  on  at  once  employed  the  forceps,  and  a  fe- 
tiie  thorax  after  birth.  The  patient  niaie  child  was  extracted  alive.  The 
did  well.  head  was  much  elongated. 
Forceps  case. 

March  2B.—Lydia  Ives,  eet  40.  First  Cephalatomy. 

child.    A  coloured  discharge  had  es-  Nov.  3^ — Catherine  Maloney,  aet 

caped  for  six  days.    On  m  third  the  21,  came  into  the  house  on  the  mom- 

liq.  amnii  escaped,  but  the  os  uteri  was  ing  of  the  Ist,  in  labour.    Slight  pains 

not  at  all  dilated.    Irregular  pains.  On  continued  durine   the  day.    The  os 

.  the  morning  of  the  &th,  true  pains  uteri  was  partly  dilated,  but  the  infant 

commenced,  but  they  did  not  b^ome  could  not  be  felt  through  it,  and  the 

strong  till  10  p.if.    The  presentation  membranes  were  not  much  distended 

was  natural,  but  a  slight  deformi^  at  by  the  pains.    On  the  2d,  the  os  uteri 

the  brim  of  the  pelvis  was  found  to  was  more  dilated,  but  the  membranes 

exist    On  the  26th,  at  2  a.m.,  there  were   now  distended   by   the   pains, 

was  no  advance,  and  as  the  patient  was  which  had  acquired  strength,  although 

becoming  debilitated,  I  introduced  the  much  advance  did  not  take  place  in 

forceps,  and  extracted  a  female  child,  the  progress  of  the  labour.    Tne  foetal 

whicn  had  apparently  died  some  houn  heaa  could  now  be  felt  above  the  brim 

previously.  of  the  pelvis.  At  8  p.m.  the  membranes 

ruptured,    and   the   head  slowly  de- 

lupins:  Arm-presentation  qf  one  .Version,  tended  till  6  a.m.  on  the  3d.    From 

August  1st — Mary  Hallen,  eet  27,  this  period,  although  the  pains  were 

residing  in  Griffith*s-court     My  at-  regular  and  severe,  no  advance  was 

tendance  was  requested  by  one  of  the  perceptible.     I  was  now  sent  for,  and 

r Irish  midwives,  to  see  this  patient,  at  on  my  arrival  found  the  os  uteri  fully 

A.M.    Labour  had  commenced  at  12  dilateid,  and  the  head  low  down.  Slight 

o'clock,  and  a  male  child  had  been  deformity  of  the  brim  existed,  and  com- 

bom  alive  at  4,  the  vertex  having  pre-  bined  with   it  the  left  ramus  of  the 

Rented.    At  5  a  second  bag  of  mem-  pubes  projected  inwards.    After  pass- 

branes  had  ruptured,  a  great  quantity  mg  the  catheter  I  endeavoured  to  use 

of  liq.  amnii  escaped,  and  a  hand  de-  the  forceps,  but  found  their  introdnc- 

scended.    On  examination  I  found  the  tion  impossible.    There  was  an  offen- 

right  hand  protruding  from  the  vagina,  sive  discharge  from  the  vagina,  and  the 

I  passed  my  hand  up  into  the  uterus,  patient  had  not  felt  any  movement  of 

towards  the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  the  child  since  the  morning  before, 

ascertaining   that  the  umbilical  cord  After  waiting  for  four  hours,  1  deemed 

had  ceased  to  pulsate  $  beyond  the  head  it  prudent  not  to  hazard  the  risk  of 
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further  lonff-oonUnued  pressure  on  (he  ject   of    vesico-vaginal    fissure    from 

vagina,  ana  had  recourse  to  the  perfo-  sloughing.    By  the  iise  of  mechanical 

rator.     The  head    readily  collapsed,  support,  which  I  have  hcfore  used  in 

and  the  child  was  extracted  by  the  similar  cases  (and  which  I  shall  al  an- 

pincers  and  crotchet    The  patient  had  other  time  describe),  she  now  sofiers 

no  bad  s3rmptoins  afterwards.  but  very  slightly  from  this  infirmity. 

Fkmis  presentation.     Cephalotomy,  and  Forceps. 

perforation  qf  Chest  and  Abdomen.  April  26.— Eliz.  Bailey,  10,  Newton 

T^        ftoi.1.      ^r        n    -^       A    no  Street    First  child.     I  was  called  to 

Dec.  28th.— May  Reeve,    cet  28.  ^j^.^          by  a  parish  midwife,  at  i  a.m. 

Labour  commenced  on  the  26th,  at  ^he  patient  had  been  in  labour  for 

6  P.M.     The  membrwies,  it  appears,  twenty-seven  hours.    The  vertex  was 

had  ruptured  dmring  the  mjht,  and  a  j^^  ^          ^^^  ^  consequence  of  a 

laigc  quantaty  of  liq.  ammi  Reaped,  ^^^^  deformity  of  the  brim  of 

but  the  midwife  who  attended  coidd  the     ivfi,  no  advance  had  taken  place 

discover    no    presentabion.      On    the  f^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  y^^^^     ^g  ^^le  patient 

mommg  of  Uie  S^th,  the  midwife  re-  ^^^^  exhausted  I  appHed  the  fercep,^, 

tamed,  and  fomid  the  umbilical  cord  ^^^    ^   ^^^^^   ^^j^    ^^   extracted 

1'^^  ^^^  ^  "^i  ""!$  /r  ^  Giving)  i^ith  great  ease, 

child.  Strong  pains  oontmued  through  ^        ^^          ^ 

the  day;  the  nead  advanced  slowly  till  Forceps, 

the  evening,  but  not  perceptibly  after  June  9th.— Elizabeth  Waylin,  ipt.24, 

this.  14,  King  Street,  Drury  Lane.    Sent  for 

2Bth.— I  was  requested  to  see  the  by  Mrs,  Backler,  as  the  patient  had 

patient  at  4  a.m.,  and  found  the  cord  been  fifteen  hours  in  labour.  The  head 

protruding,  without  any  pulsation  in  it  was  low  down,  but  though  the  pains 

The  heaa  was  still  above  the  brim  of  were  very  strong  and  freouent,  it  had 

the  pelvis,  and  owing  to  deformity  in  made  no  advance  for  some  nours.    The 

the    antero-posterior  diameter  of  the  rami,  both  of  pubes  and  ischia,  were 

latter  had  not  made  any  advance  for  unnaturally  approximated.    This  wo- 

the  last  six  hours.    Secale  comutum  man    had   borne  four   dead  children 

had  been  administered,  although  the  ^girls)  previously.    By  using  the  for- 

bladder  had  not  been  evacuated  for  ceps,  a  male  child  was  soon  bom  alive, 
many  hours.      The  patient  informed 

me  that  her  first  child  had  been  ex-  Puerperal  Convulsions, 

txacted  alive  by  the  forceps,  but  was  10th. — ^Ellen  Healy,  st  19.    First 

small,  and  did  not  long  survive.    The  child.     This  patient,  residing  in  King 

second  child,  which  was  larger,  was  Street,  Drury  Lane,  suffered  much  from 

stUl-bom.    After  introducing  the  ca-  anasarcous  swelling  in  the  lower  ex- 

theter  with  much  difficulty,  I  applied  tremities :    the    labia    being   swollen 

the  perforator,  and  by  the  use  of  the  to  an  immense  extent  from  the  same 

pincers  the  head  steadily  descended;  cause,  I  was   requested  to  visit  her. 

out  although  strong  pains  continued,  She  had  been  married  ten  months,  and 

the  bodv  did  not  follow.   After  waiting  thinks  she  is  near  her  full  time.    She 

for  half  an  hour,  I  inserted  the  crotchet  is  a  large  stout-built  girl,  of  leuco- 

into  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  and  phlegmatic    temperament     I    reoom- 

brought  it  sufilciently  down  to  enable  mended  that  she  should  be  removed 

me  to  extricate  the  left  amu  The  pains  into  the  Infirmary,  and  prescribed  oar 

being  still  insufficient  for  the  comple-  common  diuretic  powders,  which  con- 

tion  of   the  birth,  I   used  the  same  tain  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  with    potass, 

means  with  the  rig^t  side.    The  abdo-  nitr.   These  acted  freely  on  the  bowels, 

men,  which  now  proved  an  obstacle,  and  she    passed  a  larc;e  quantity  of 

was  found  to  be  distended  with  ah*,  urine  on  the  following  &y. 

and  I  punctured  it  with  the  scissars.  The  On  the  11th  she  complained  to  the 

infimt  was  then  extracted :  it  was  of  nurse  of  intense  headache ;   but  this 

laige  size,  weighing,  I  should  think,  was  not .  made  known  to  us  till  afrer- 

9  lbs.    The  placenta  came  away  soon  wards.    Cold  vinegar-and-water  cloths 

after. — ^This  patient,  owing  to  the  long  merelv  had  been  applied  to  the  head, 

period  which   had   been    suffered   to  12tn. — At  5  a.m.  she  was  found  to  be 

elapse  during  labour  without  relieving  rather  delirious;    the  face  was  dark, 

the  bladder,  waa  afterwards  the  sulh-  nd  soon  after  a  strong  coovolnve  pa- 
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roxysm  attacked  her.     25  ounces  of  quite  weU.    I  induced  her  to  remain 
blood  were  taken  from  her  arm  bf  Mr.  till     the    21  st,  when    she    was   dis- 
Wells,  the  resident  surgeon,  who  im-  charged, 
mediately  saw  her.     At  8  a.m.  I  saw  „.  .         _         ,,.,,, 
her.     The  convulsions  returned  about  ^^«'-     Second  child  born  tn  an  unusual 
every  half  hour,  and  were  of  a  severe  posttton.    Retained  Placenta. 
character.     She  struggled  much  even  June  15th. — ^My  attendance  was  re- 
in the  intervals,  and  was  quite  insen-  quested  by  a  midwife  residing  in  the 
sible :    the  tongue  was  slightly  lace-  parish,  to  see  a  woman,  the  mother  of 
rated.    On  examination^  per  vaeinam,  three  children,  who  had  been  delivered 
the  OS  uteri  was  felt  high  up,  and  undi-  of  a  boy  on  Uie  13th  at  7  a.m.,  a  few, 
lated :  the  labia  much  reduced  in  size,  but  intensely  strong,  pains  having  suf- 
I  immediately  abstracted  32  ounces  of  ficed  to  extrude  the  cnild  ahve.    Ano- 
blood  again  from  the  arm,  had  the  hair  ther  child  was  then  discovered  through 
cut  off,  cold  water  poured  on  the  head  the  abdomdnal  parietes,  but  there  was 
from  a  height,  and  cold  lotion  applied  no     recurrence    of    pain,     notwith- 
constantly  to  it  afterwards.    *  standing   the   administration  of  two 
12  A.M.    No  return  of  the  convul-  or  three  doses  of  eigot,  which  was  fu- 
sions: patient  quiet,  but  insensible.  lowed  by  no  other  enect  than  sickness, 
6  P.M.    One  fit  this  afternoon.    Ve-  She  remained  dras  totally  without  pain 
nspsect.  ad.  S^iij.  till  midnight  on  the  Mm,  when  pains 
The  OS  uteri  had  begun  to  dilate  at  suddenly  returned,  the  right  irand  of 
3  P.M.,  and  on  again  examining  it  is  the  child  coming  down  into  the  vagina, 
found  to  be  almost  folly  open.    The  The  midwife  immediately  sent  off  for 
patient  is  now  sensible,  but  straggles  me,  but  before  my  arrival  the  duld 
much  during  the  pains,  and  is  very  vio-  was  bom,  in  a  position  which  I  have 
lent,  so  as  to  require  restraint.    Says  not  before  met  with.    The  pains  had 
she  has  a  -strong  inclination  to  void  been  very  few  in  number,  but  of  the 
nrine,  but  is  unable  to  do  so.    Catheter  same  intense  nature  as  those  which  ao- 
introduced,  but  no  urine  followed.  comnanied  the  eiq>ulBian  of  the  first 
The  pains  continued  till  11  p.m.,  but  chilo.      Under  the  izifluence  of  this 
though  the  head  had  rested  on  the  pe-  stronff  expulsive  action,  the  head  was 
rineeum  a  lon^  time,  no  convulsion  forcibly  bent  backwards  on  the  spine 
returned  until  it  escaped  through  the  (the  mce  directed  towards  the  sacrum 
vulva,  when  a  strong  paroxysm  oc-  of  the  mother),  and  foUowed  the  aim 
curred.    The  child  was  still-bom,  and  and  shoulder.    Not  having  met  with  a 
of  ^reat  size,  weighing  nearly  10  lbs.  similar  case,  I  questioned  the  midwife 
avoirdupois.  closely,  on  the  subject,  and  was  by  my 
Hlradin.  xij.  tempor.    Vc«ic.  nuchie.  inquiriea  satisfied  that  this  was  not  a 
loxi-     T          1^1           ,       i/vr^        :.  case  of  common  spontaneous  evolution^ 
13th.~Insen6ible;    pulse  100,   and  as  the  breech  and  feet  were  not  ex- 
full ;  respir^on  uneasy ;  bowels  freely  peUed  till  after  the  other  parte.    The 
relieved.    The  blister  has  not  risen.  child,  a  female,  of  the  average  size  of  a 
Rep.  Vesic  nucha.    Veac.  ij.  femorilms.  twin,  had  apparency  been  dead  for  two 
10  p.m.   Skinhot;  t)ulse90,andnot  ^^^S^?  ^eck  was  more  dongatod 
so  full;  still  insensibfe.    Blisters  have  Jf^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  observed,  audits 
risen  weU ;  pupils  strongly  acted  on  by  ^^  ^^  much  compressed, 
light;    cough,    and   difficult   respiri  As  the  plaoent*  were  not  detached 
tion.           ®                                  *^  at  the  ei^uiition  of  an  hour  after  the 
k  u         n  *      m  ^         ,  o*u         .  tiriJi  of  the  last  child,  I  became  appre- 
Anbmon.  PotM..  Tart.  gr.  l-Sth,  omm  y,,^^  ^hat  a  state  of  atony  SPthe 

ateras  ndffht  supervene,  accompanied 

14th. — 10  A.M.    Has  slept  well;  res-  by  hemorrhage,  and  therefore  passed 

piration  firee  and  rep^ular ;  is  more  sen-  my  hand  up  Uirough  ^e  pelvis,  which 

sible;  complains  of  nausea.  was  cimacioas.     i  found  the  nteras 

!„.  «t.»on,  ever,  four  ha„«  o„l,.  ^X^>'^''^^  U""^^ 

On  the  15th  she  had  fully  recovered  That  of  the  second  child  came  away 

her  feculties,  and  went  on  very  well  till  with  fecility,  hut  theother  was  strong^ 

the  19th,  when  I  found  her  dressed  adherent  to  theiundiM  uteri,  and  I  had 

•nd  aoadouB  to  letom  home»   being  great  difi^cnUy.  in  detMfaiDg  it.    The 
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xtteroBf  oontrBCted  well  afterwards ;  the  hope  of  savins  the  child  at  present, 

patient  slept  for  some  hours,  and  at  the  The  midwife  nolding  the  body  of  the 

end  of  a  week  was  out  of  bed,  without  infant,  and  drawing  it  gently  towaids 

having   suffered    from    a   single    bad  the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  me  blades 

symptom.  were  applied  without  any  difficulty,  and 

the  heaa  removed. 

Induction  of  premature  labour;  breech  Had  the  case,  fortunately,  been  a 

presentation.    Forceps,  vertex    presentation,    instead   of    the 

The  following  case  has  occurred  since  breech,  the  child,  I  think,  might  have 
June  (the  period  to  which  my  general  been  saved  by  the  use  of  the  fi^xeps. 
report  extends);  but  as  it  presents  ... 
some  points  of  interest,  I  have  here  Puerperal  Perttoniiu. 
subjoined  a  statement  of  it: — ^Two  la-  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that,  with  the  ex- 
bours/  of  the  same  womaxi,.  were  for-  eeption  of  one  or  two  isolated  mild 
merly  detailed  in  the  Medical  Gazette  cases,  puerperal  fever  has  never  made 
for  JanuaiT,  1835,  as  from  serious  de-  its  appearance  in  the  lying-in  waxds  of 
formity  oi  the  pelvis :  the  perforator  our  infirmary,  until  the  last  winter, 
had  been  required  in  both.  Her  second  The  first  two  or  three  cases  were  of  a 
labour  was  a  breech  presentation,  and  a  dubious  character ;  the  true  nature  of 
strong  band  ^the  rrault  of  the  former  the  disease  was,  perhaps,  rather  over- 
labour) stretcnin^  across  the  vagina,  looked ;  and  it  was  onlv  aitsr  its  break- 
required  to  be  divided  b^  the  bistoury  ine  out  in  its  intense  form,  that,  to  get 
before  the  body  of  the  child  could  de-  rid  of  its  fatal  influence,  we  found  our* 
scend.  The  perforator  was  again  re-  selves  obliged  to  employ  all  those  pre- 
auired  to  release  the  head.*  In  her  cautions,  which,  in  some  larger  es- 
tliird  pregnancy,  psemature  labour  was  tabUshments  have  so  frequently  been 
induced  at  the  seventh  month,  but  the  required.  There  was  no  prevalence  of 
child,  which  passed  with  facility,  was  erysipelas  or  typhoid  disease  in  the 
still-bom.  Sne  has,  since  then,  had  Infirmary,  at  the  time,  to  account  for 
four  miscarriages  at  the  fourth  month,  its  appearance  (a  fact  which  has  been 

Aue.  15th. — Catherine  Davis,  set.  37.  dwelt  on  as  a  coincidence  in  some  hos- 
Eighui  pregnancy.  Catamenia  last  pitaJs).  Indeed,  we  had  a  smaller  nom- 
seen  on  Dec.  18 :  quickened  April  5th.  her  of  tvphus  cases  at  the  time  than  we 
On  Saturday,  August  15,  at  12  a.m.,  I  had  had  for  18  months  previouslv. 
pursued  the  usual  means  for  inducing  The  following  cases  are  to  be  classed, 
premature  labour,  as  this  period  was,  I  think,  in  the  first  form  of  the  four 
as  nearly  as  I  could  calculate,  about  adopted  in  Dr.  Ferguson's  excellent 
the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.  The  work  on  "  Puerperal  Fever."  One  or 
OS  uteri  was  found  to  be  so  much  di-  two  reminded  me,  at  the  commence- 
lated,  that  two  fingers  could  be  easily  ment,  of  the  false  peritonitis  which  he 
passed  into  it,  and  the  bag  of  mem-  so  well  describes,  and  which  I  had 
branes  was  distinctly  felt.  No  pains  opportunities  of  witnessing  during  my 
occurred  on  the  Sunday,  but  they  com-  residence  at  the  General  Lying-in 
menced,  feebly,  on  Monday  at  10  a.m.  Hospital  in  the  winter  of  1824-25.  In 
They  increased  in  force  and  frequency  those  the  exhibition  of  Dover's  pow- 
during  the  afternoon,  and  at  5  p.m.  be-  der,  combined  with  the  repeated  ap- 
came  strong.  I  was  sent  for  at  8  p.m.  plication  of  hot  linseed  poultices  to 
by  the  midwife  in  attendance,  as  it  had  the  abdomen,  were  sufficient  to  arrest 
proved  to  be  a  breech  presentation,  and  the  symptoms.  Here,  on  the  contraiy, 
the  body  was  bom,  but  the  head  could  opiates  seemed  to  afford  but  temporary 
not  be  extracted.  On  my  arrival  I  relief  in  most  of  the  cases. 
found  that  pulsation  had  ceased  in  the  Case  I. — Susan  Radclifi^  set.  21,  was 
umbilical  cord,  and,  on  endeavouring  delivered  of  her  first  child,  on  Sept  30, 
to  release  the  head  by  pressing  the  in  St  Giles's,  having  been  attend  by 
chin  towards  the  chest,  and  iniplying  an  old  woman  who  occasionally  offi- 
two  fingers  of  the  right  hand  on  the  dated  as  a  midwife,, and  who,  accord- 
occiput,  I  was  unable  to  move  it.  As  ing  to  the  patient's  account,  handled 
the  infont  could  not  be  beyond  the  her  very  roughly, 
eighth  month,  I  applied  the  forceps.  She  was  aamitted  into  the  house  on 
more  as  a  guide  to  their  use  at  a  future  the  6th  of  October ;  her  infant  was 
time,  if  again  necessary,  than  with  any  very  sickly,  refused  the  breast,  and 
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died  a  few  days  afterwards  greatly  ema-  lieved  by  the  leeches;   tongue  moist, 

ciatedy  its  umbilicus  having  sloughed,  pain  less;  skin  cool  and  soft. 
The  mother's  milk  decreased  in  the       24th. — Pain  again  severe. 
meantime,  and  she  complained  of  un-  Hirud.  yi.  hypoeast. 

easiness  about  the  abdomen,  attended        01:^1.*  j-    u    '     '   *.       j'^ofci-u 
occasionallv  with  slii?ht  nain      The        Shjht  discharge  returned  on  25th. 

i^'SisclalsrhK^      ^^"  .^rr'T^'  t"^  ^'^  "* 

On  the  evening  of  the   15th  Mr.  moist ;  bowels  reUxea. 
Wells  was  called  to  her,  as  she  com-        9*  Tinct.  Hyoer.  3ij. ;   Spt.  JSth.  Nit. 
plained  of  violent  pain  in  the  abdo-  3fi-  l^iF'  ^'  ^:}  ^^*  ^'  5^^™- 5 

men,  increased  by  the  slightest  pres-  ^*'***-  *'^-  *J-  ^  ^' 

sure,    and    accompanied  by  constant        27th. — ^Perspired  somewhat  during- 

retching.     Tongue  slightly  furred  in  the  night,  for  the  first  time ;  tender- 

the  middle ;  pulse  quick  and  small ;  face  ness  at  hypogastrium  returned, 
pallid ;  eyes  sunken ;  extremities  cold ;        Hirud.  vj..  Rep.  Mist. ;  Rice  diet.  Morph. 
the  bowels  had  been  reUcved  in  the  Acet.  gr.  i ;  Ung.  Hyd.  fort,  abdom. 

course  of  the  day.  Nov.  4.— Has  continued  to  improve, 

Hirud.  zy.  abdom. ;  hot  fomentatioiis.  though  slowly.      The  last  two  days 

Morph.  Acet.  gr.  sa.    Mist.  Febrif.  troubled  bv  diarrhoea,  and  passed  some 

16th.-Rathcr  better;    violence  of  «1^^,  ^^  ^^-  ^^^  ^  .followed  by 

pain  has  abated ;  pulse  more  natural  "™^  JP'^S"^   ^1    P"^"?   placenta, 

(but  still  quick);   extremities  warm,  ^^^  "^**  ^^  «^e    gradually  reoo- 

bowels  open;  tongue  furred,  sickness  ^^Jf"*    rr   r\  ^  c^i      r%      i«      /-in 
continuesf  Abdomen  tended,  and  ni-      ,^fj"  ^^\^l^?*-T^^^%S''l^^* 

ther  tumefied  *'•  ^^  ^""^  *^*"^^ »  duration  of  laboar» 

_,,,,*    ^  «  ,     «,  .  twelve  hours),  complained,  on  the  third 

Pulv.  Hydr.  c.  Cret.  gr-  v.    Pulv.  Rhei,  ^    ^fter  parturition,  of  great  tender- 

^'  ^'  J^:  ^^F    i^fr  "^^^"^  n«s  in  abdomen,  which  was  preceded 

ram.    Mwt.  Febr.   Eflferv.  contammg  ^^  shivering,  and  accompanied  by  fe- 

,J~'  "  *  -      -       ,  ,    .  brile  symptoms.  She  was  oled  to  5xij.,' 

I7th.--Bowel8  much  relaxed  during  h^d  eight  leeches  on  the  abdomen,  fol- 

the  mght;  tenderness  of  abdomen  in-  lowed  by  cataplasms, 
creased;  tonsTie  furred;  pulse  more  full;        r\  "  ri  1        ••  *  x.    ^ 

thirst  and  nlusea  continued.  ^P"*  K'- "•  5">-  K'-y-  "^V  ""  ^^• 

Hirud.    viij.  abdom.   fetus,    catapl.    lioi  J^^^^r^'^Z^'t^'^^fo^  aZ' 

PU.Cal.c.Opio.terdie;  AcrSlorph.  taming   Tr.  Hyos.  and  Nitric  Acid, 

rr  mm  stxtim.  *^"  ^^  ^^^  coursc  of  a  fcw  days  waa 

convalescent. 


gr.  SB.  statim. 


18th.— Abdomen  less  painful,  but  Cask  III.  Nov.  Ist.— Bridget  Sheen, 
more  tumefied;  feet  cold.  Symptoms  j^t.  21 :  similar  symptoms  as  the  fore- 
otherwise  the  same.  going  case,  but  not  so  violent.    First 

Calomel,  gr.  ij.,  c.  Opio,  gr.  as.    Mist,  child:  labour  18  hours. 

Febr.      Ung.   Hydr.   fort,  femoribus  Hirud.  viij.   abdom. ;    PU.  CaL  c.  Opio. 

fric.  Catapl. ;  M.  Febrif.  Ung.  femor  ;  M. 

19th  &  20th.— Symptoms  much  the  Camphorie  c.  Tinct.  Hyoac. 

same.— Pergat  Bid  well. 

21st. — Bowels  open  freelv;    tongue  [To  be  oontiiraed.] 

dry,  ftirred  in  the  middle,  but  red  at 

the  edges;   pulse  keeps  up  well,  but 

the  patient  complains  of  grc<it  weak-  CASE  OF 

ness;  sickness  the  same.  GRANULAR     DEGENERATION     OP 

^  Add.  Nitr.  a.    Aq.  Font.  Oj.    Tr.  THE  KIDNEYS; 
Hvoac.  3i.    M.  Cochl.  Magn.  iij.  omni 

trihor.  WITH    REMARKS. 

22d.— A  coloured  discharge  appeared  By  Thbophilus  Thomson,  M.D. 

yesteidar;    abdomen    less   tense,  but  physician  to  the  Northern  Disptnaary,  frc. 

pain  still  on  left  side ;  tongue  not  quite  aftAW  Gnxttu  1 

TO  dry ;  bowels  open.  L**^  '*•  ^^^  Gaiitie,^ 

Hirud.  1}.  part.  dol.    Rcpr.  alia.  Matilda  S.,  aged  25,  a  pallid,  rickly- 

23d.— Dischaige  stopped,  pain  le-  looking  subject  applied  to  me  on  the 


24&  DR.  THEOPHILUS  THOMSON'S  CASS  OF 

17th  of  February  in  the  ])7esent  year,  of  impmdent  expoeure  to  the  wcftther 
on  account  of  swelling  of  the  ankles  on  a  cold  day,  ner  state  hecrane  less 
and  general  debility.  She  had  usually  favourable,  and  the  quantity  of  albunien 
enjoyed  an  average  share  of  health,  in  the  urine  was  found  to  be  as  con- 
but  was  always  considered  delicate,  and  siderable  as  at  the  first  examination, 
her  twin  sister  died  at  the  age  of  ten.  She  was  directed  to  confine  herself 
The  patient  had  been  delivered  three  strictly  to  bed,  to  take  ipecacuanha 
or  four  months  previously  of  a  child,  instead  of  her  draught  of  acetate  of 
which  she  was  still  suckhng.  Her  pulse  ammonia,  and,  on  account  of  a  costive 
was  weak,  but  independently  of  simple  state  of  bowels,  to  omit  the  dose  of 
debility,  there  were  no  prominent  Dover's  powder, 
signs  of  disease.  Griffiths^  mixture  On  the  24th  of  March  there  was  Httlc 
was  therefore  prescribed,  and  she  took  change  in  the  condition  of  the  pa- 
it  for  a  week  with  seeming  advantage,  tient,  but  the  skin  being  obstinately 
the   complexion   improving,  and  me  dry,  ten-minim  doses  of    antimonial 

§ulse  becoming  stronger.    The  state  of  wme  were  substituted  for  the  ipeca- 

le  bowels  was  natural,  and  a  pint  and  cuanha ;  the  Dover's  powder  was  again 

a  half  of  urine  of  good  appearance  was  prescribed,  and  an  occasional  morning 

passed  dailjr.    Tm  swelhng  of  the  legs,  aose  of  castor  oiL 

however,  being  rather  increased,  she  was  No  curcumstance   reqairing   notice 

directed  to  take  half  a  drachm  of  bitar-  occurred  tiU  the  31st  of  March,  when 

trate  of  potash,  and  a  scruple  of  potassio  there  was  some   "lightness  of  head" 

tartrate  of  iron,  twice  a  day.    On  the  and  pain  of  loins.    Six  leeches  were 

28th  of  February,  observing  that  not-  applied  to  the  lumbar  region,  and  fou? 

withstanding  an  improvement  in  the  grains  of  James's  powder  substituted 

^lieral  state  of  the  patient  the  swell-  every  night  for  the  Dover's  powder, 

mg  of  the  ankles  remained  unaltered,  The  next  day  the  skin  was  moist,  and 

I  tested  the  urine  with  nitric  acid,  sheseemedbetter,  buton  the3d  April  I 

which  threw  down  a  curd-like  preci-  was  informed  that  she  had  for  two  days 

pitate,  amounting  in  bulk  to  more  than  suf&red  from  headache.  On  visiting  the 

a  fourth  part  of  the  li(}nid  examined,  patient,  I  found  her  materially  worse. 

She  continued  the  medicine  for  a  few  with  some  oedema  of  the  face,  and  an' 

days  longer,  without  any  apparent  im-  expression  of  great  depression.     She 

provement.     The  patient  now  men-  raised  her  eyes  languidly    when  ad- 

tionedacircumstance,  which  she  seemed  dressed,  and  then  clewed  them  anun  as 

Sreviously  to  have  forgotten,  namely,  though  only  half  awake ;  and  her  re- 

lat  a  month  after  her  confinement,  plies  were  slow  and  incomplete.    The 

she  had  been  caught  in  the  raiii  while  respiration  was  oppressed,  inspiratiDn 

pNcrspiring,    and    nad   been   ill    ever  attended  with  a  slight  snoring,  and 

since.    On  the  3d  of  March,  the  urine  expiration  with  a  hissing  noise,  luid 

being  extremely  albuminous,  and  the  there  was  occasional  snatching  of  the 

skin  dry,  I  prescribed  four  grains  of  right  arm.    The  carotids  throbbed  vio- 

Dover'is    powder  to   be  taken    every  lently;  the  nulse  was  bounding,  but 

night,  twenty  minims  of  antimonial  not  strong.    During  twenty-four  hoars 

wine  in  a  draught  of  acetate  of  ammo-  the  secretion  of  unne  was  almost  8in>- 

nia  three  times  a  day,  and  a  small  dose  pressed.    I  directed  six  leeches  to  oe 

of  castor  oil  occasionally.  apphed  to  the  temples,  and  a  blister  to 

On  the  6th  of  March,  the  antimony  the  back  of  the  neck,  a  dose  of  calomel' 

appearing  to  irritate  her  stomach  and  and   jalap  to  be  given  immediately, 

impair  her  strencfth,  was  omitted,  and  and  five  minims  of  tincture  of  cantha- 

she  was  directed  to  take  acetate  of  rides  every  four  hours.    In  the  eveninc- 

ammonia  in  a  mucilaginous  mixture,  to  the  patient  became  insensible,  oa  which 

continue   the  Dovers   powder  every  her  friends,  alarmed  at  her  state,  sent 

night,  and  castor  oil  every  other  mom-  for  a  neighbouring  practitioner,  who 

ing.  opened  a  vein  as  me  lay  in  bed,  and 

Four  days  after  the  adoption  of  this  removed  about  two  pints  of  blood.    I 

plan  the  urine  was  found  increased  in  am  told  that  during  the  bleedine  her 

quantity  and  less  charged  with  albu-  breath  became    more   easy,  and  the 

men,  and  the  skin  was  slightly  moist,  snoring  less  decided,  but  she  contini^ 

The  patient  continued  to  improve  for  unconscious  till  the  next  morning.  Mie 

about  eight  days,  when  in  consequenoe  tl|en  opened  her  eyes,  nodded  assent  to 
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remarks  made  in  her  hearing,  and  after  nnlar  degeneration  of  the  kidnef s  in 

remaining  sensible  for  alxnit  half  an  the  last  stage. 

hour,  suddenly  expired.    The   blood  Remauks. — 1.  The  frequency  with 

drawn  was  cupped  and  buffed,  and  the  which  albuminous  urine  has  been  ob- 

quantity  of  serum  so  disproportionately  served  to  be  associated  with  dropsical 

great  as  to  lead  me  to  inquire  whe-  di8order,'and  the  connection  estabushed 

tner  any  water  had  been  added.    The  by  Dr.  Bright  between  various  alarming 

serum  was  analyzed  by  my  friend  and  affections  and  this  particular  state  of 

eolleague  Dr.  Rees,  and  found  to  con-  the  kidneys,    render   it    desirable   to 

tain  l-24th  of  a  grain  of  urea,  and  only  trace  with  care  the  phenomena  attend- 

58  grains  of  albumen.    Its  specific  gra-  ing  any  marked  instances  of  the  dis- 

vity  was  10'28.  oraer.    The  case  now  detailed  appears 

On  an  inspection  of  the  body  twenty-  interesting  more  particularly  on  ac- 

eight  hours  after  death,  witn  the  as-  count  of  its  uncomplicated  character, 

sistanee  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  of  Southampton  So  completely  was  all  disorganization 

Row,  and  Mr.  Dalton,  the  following  limited  to  the  kidneys,  and  so  little  was 

appearances  were  observed.  Body  thin,  their  external  appearance  altered,  that 

not  oedematous,  but  extremely  pallid ;  but  for  the  researches  of  the  distin- 

lips  almost  the  colour  of  the  skin  ;  guished  physician    above  mentioned, 

calvaria  thick  and  dense;  arachnoid  tne complaint ofthis patient w^ould have 

natural ;  vessels  of  the  membranes  al-  been  involved  in  obscurity,  which  even 

most  empty.    Brain  bloodless  and  firm ;  a  post-mortem  examination  might  have 

ventricles  dry ;  left  lobe  of  the  oerebel-  failed  to  remove, 

lum  perhaps  a  little  less  firm  than  the  2.  It  affords  an  example  of  death 

right  fix>m  coma   entirely    independent    of 

The  left  pleura  contained  Jviij.,  the  arachnitis  or  cerebral  efiusion,  but  pro- 

i^ght  ^vj.    of   bloody   serum.     These  bably  having  relation  to  suppression  of 

membranes  were  not  in  the  least  de-  the  renal  secretion,  and  referrible  either 

gree  reddened,  but  were  in  some  parts  to  the  admixture  of  urea  or  of  some 

covered  with   soft  masses  of  lymph,  other  irregularity  in  the  ingredients  of 

The  specific   gravity  of  the  effused  the  blood.    It  is  true  that  the  propor- 

serum  was  10^.  tion  of  urea  in  the  serum  of  mis  ua^ 

The  heart  was  flaccid  and  distended,  tient  was  considerably  less  than  tnat 

The  left  lung  at  its  apex  presented  which  is  occasionally  found  in  those 

some  cicatrices,  apparently  produced  who  recover  from  such  complaints,  but 

by  the  closure  of^some  cavities  now  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  tnat,  in  sus- 

occupied  with  calcareous    deposition,  ceptible  subjects,  the  suddenness  of  its 

The  intestines  were  very  pale.    The  introduction  materially  increases  the 

liver  was  healthy,  and  the  gaU-bladder  danger. 

full  of  dark  bile.    The  kidneys  were  3.  It  serves  in  some  degree  to  illus- 

remarkably  small*  and  seemed  to  be  trate  the  favourable  effects  of  the  dia- 

imperfectly  developed,  the  papillfc  be-  phoretic  plan,  to  which  the  attention  of 

mg  minute,  and  each  ureter,  instead  of  the  profession  has  been  forcibly  called 

forming  a  pelvis,  dividing  into  several  by  Dr.  Osborne,  of  Dublin.    Tiiis  me* 

brancms  as  it   entered   the   kidney,  thod  of  treatment  is  perhaps  the  most 

These  organs  were,  however,  evidently  promising   of  those    hitherto  recom'- 

mnch  shrank  from  disease,  and  strongly  mended,  and  acetate  of  ammonia  and 

adherent  to  their  proper  tunic,  on  sepa-  Dover's  powder  among  the  most  ap- 

rating  which  a  distinctly  mottled  sur-  propriate    of  remedies  of   the  class. 

face  Was  very  apparent.    The  substance  J  n  the  early  stage  of  the  disorder,  espe- 

of  the  kidneys  was  uniformly  pale,  ciaUy  when  the  specific  gravity  of  the 

chiefly  in  consequence  of  an  abundant  urine  is  not  mucn  below  the  natural 

deposition  of   small  granules,  which  ^tandard,  diuretics  may  be  useful,  but 

were  most  numerous  in  the  cortical  in  moreconfirmed  and  aggravated  cases, 

part,  but  encroached  so  much  on  the  with  urine  of  low  specific  gravity,  these 

tubular  stracture  as  almost  to  supersede  remedies  often  tena  to  lessen  the  quan- 

it  $  furnishing  a  good  example  of  gra-  tity  of  the  secretion,  and  to  increase  th(e 

— 5 r proportion  of  albumen.  In  some  cases  of 

♦  One  of  tbese  kidneys  ia  in  tbe  mnKum  of  considerable  duration,  I  have  observed 

KinfrtGoBegejihe-ofher  in  my  own  possesion,  great  relief  and  even  apparent  cure 

675. — XXVII.  B 
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produced  by  spontaneous  diarrhoea,  but  on  the 

with  the  exceptions  above  noticed,  and  CHANGES  IN  THE  BLOOD  OF 

some  others  to  which  I  may  hereafter  atctvtatq 

refer,  I  have  rarely  been  able,  in  severe  ANIMALS 

examples  of  the  disease,  to  connect  even  during  embryonic  lipe. 

partial  recovery  with  the  plan  of  treat-  

ment  eniployed.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

4.  It  illustrates  the  agency  of  the  gm 

most  common  exciting  cause  of  the  i^  a  pa^r  "  On  the  Incubated  Egg," 
dise^e,  namely,  exposure  to  cold  and  contributed  by  Mr.  Towne  to  the  4th 
damp.  The  most  frequent  predispos-  vol.  of  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  seyeral 
ing  cause  18  probablv  a  strumous  con-  facts  are  related  apparenthr  so  directly 
Rtitution,  but  spmt-dnnking  appears  to  opposed  to  the  prevailing  opinions  re- 
have  considerable  influence  both  m  garding  the  decarbonization  of  the  blood 
predisposing  to  the  affection  and  in  ex-  of  the  chick  in  ovo,  that  they  at  once  at- 

^*^l"^mi*                ...  tracted  considerable  attention,  and  niore- 

5.  There  remains  the  interesting  over  excited  a  very  general  feeling  of 
question  whether  the  disease  be  a  necessity  for  some  additional  experi- 
cause  or  an  effect  of  the  attendant  mor-  cental  inquiries  into  the  subject,  before 
bid  condition  of  the  blood.  Several  admitting  the  validity  of  the  conclu- 
considerations  favour  the  opmion  that  gions  that  might  be  drawn  from  them. 
It  IS  an  effect.  There  are  various  At  the  suggestion,  and  with  the  assis- 
phenomena  consistent  with  the  suppo-  tanceof  Dr.  Sharpey,  an  endeavour  was 
sition  that  scarlatina,  and  other  dis-  ^lade  to  supply  this  obvious  deficieiicy, 
eases  tending,  under  some  circum-  and  the  results  were  stated  by  hian  in 
stences,  to  charge  the  blood  with  one  of  his  lectures  on  embryology  de- 
fibnne,  may  under  other  circumstances,  Uvered  in  April  last.  Since  that  time 
especially  in  scrofulous  subjects,  occa-  the  observations  have  been  extended 
sion  a  surplus  of  albumen.  In  the  and  confirmed ;  I  haye  therefore  tahen 
early  stage,  this  condition  may  some-  the  liberty  to  forward  you  a  brief  re- 
tames  be  remedied,  but  when  a  morbid  cord  of  the  same ;  the  insertion  of  which 
deposit  of  anv  extent  occurs  in  the  in  your  journal,  together  with  the  ac 
kidneys,  an  additional  and  permanent  companying  remarks,  will  much  oblige, 
source  of  disorder  is  introduced,  and  Sii. 

new  causes  of  general  dishirbance  are  Your  obedient  servant, 

brought  into  action.    When  no  acute  Jqhn  Mabshall. 

affection  has  preceded  the  occurrence  unlve«ity  College.  Oct.  17.  isw. 
of  granular  disease,  it  may  be  suspected 

that  the  fault  lies  primarily  in .  tlie  di-  The  necessity  for  the  occurrence  of 
gestive  organs,  which  fail  to  convert  certain  changes  in  the  blood  of  animalB 
tiie  food  into  healthy  blood.  To  ex-  during  embryonic  life,  equivalent  to 
plain  why  a  general  cause  of  disorder  those  dependent  on  respiration  in  their 
operates  on  c^tain  parts  injpreference  to  adult  condition,  is  admitted  hj  all  mo- 
others  may  often  be  dimcult,  but  in  dem  physiologists,  who,  relying  upon 
the  circumstances  under  consideration  the  analogical  arguments  deriv^  from 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  the  general  unity  of  pupose,  harmony 
kidneys  should  first  sufiler,  since  they  of  design,  and  simplicity  of  means,  dis- 
are  the  natural  outiets  for  an  excess  of  played  in  the  same  organic  fimction 
albumen.  If  the  opinions  now  offered  throughout  all  its  grades  and  varieties, 
be  supported  by  recorded  phenomena,  have  concluded  that  the  blood  during 
they  authorize  a  conviction  that  our  both  periods  of  existence  undergoes  re- 
treatment  of  the  complaint  under  re-  spiratory  changes  which,  thou^n  differ- 
view  is  likely  to  be  satisfactory,  not  ac-  Ing  in  degree,  are  not  onl^  eomvalent  in 
cording  to  uie  importance  which  we  effect,  but  perfectijr  identiciu  in  nature, 
attach  exclusively  to  the  state  of  the  According  to  this  view,  the  elimination  of 
.kidneys,  but  in  proportion  as  we  bear  in  carbon  from  the  blood  of  the  embryo, 
mind  the  condition  of  the  digestive  or-  is  (in  part)  effected  by  a  mutual  inter- 
gans,  the  nervous  system,  and  the  blood,  change  between  the  gaseous  elements 

Kcppei street, Octoberi840.  ®^   *5?^  fluid  and  those  of  the   sur- 

»^_  rounding  medium,  whether  it  be  air, 

water,   or    the   matanal   blood;    the 
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t)Tygen  conRiimed  in  this  process,  be-  the  first  week,  80  in  the  second,  and  30 

ing  invariably  derived  from  a  source  in  the  third.   Itis  evident,  therefore,  that 

extrinsic  to  tne  ovum,  and  in  no  case  the  shell  and  its  membrane  are  quite  as 

Irom  the  immediate  decomposition  of  pervious  (we  do  not  assume  them  to  be 

any  previously  existing  chemical  com-  more  so)  during  the  second,  as  in  the 

pound.    Nor  are  these  opinions  founded  first  week ;  and  the  relative  diminution 

upon  theory  alone ;  they  receive  confir-  of  loss  in  the  third  week  cannot  be  re- 

mation  fVom  many  incidentally  recorded  garded  as  proving  an  increased  resis- 

facts,  as  well  as  nrom  the  results  of  ex-  tance  to  evaporation,  until  it  has  been 

periments  intentionally  performed,  from  shewn  to  be  independent  of  ail  other 

vhich  it  appears  that  the  due  develop-  circumstances.   Again,  Prevostand  Du- 

unent  of  an  embryo  cannot  occur  with-  mas,{  state  that  the  loss  during  the 

out  the  presence  of  some  oxygenated  entire  period  of  incubation  is  greater, 

medium.    The  experiments  alluded  to  in  the  proportion  of  135  to  125,  in  im- 

are  those  of  Jorg,  Michelotti,  and  Spal-  pregnated  than  in  unimpregnated  eggs, 

lanzani,  on  the  ova  of  insects,  and  those  although  the  lining  membrane  of  the 

of  Reaumur,  Viborg,  Pfeil,  and  more  latter,  according  to  Mr.  Towne's  own 

particularly  of  Schwann,  on  the  egg  of  observation,  undergoes  no  chang^e. 
tW-  ewmmm  fowL     Occasional  facts        Proceeding,  however,  upon  this  erro- 

have,  however,  been  recorded,  appa-  neous  supposition,  to  seek  for  the  proof 

rcntly  tending  to  very  opposite  conclu-  on  which  the  present  theory  of  decar-  . 

sions ;  namely,  that  tne  decarbonization  bonization  is  based,  Mr.  T.  concludes 

of  the  blood  of  the  embryo  is  indepen-  it  to  consist  in  the  fact,  that  the  deve- 

dent  of  any  external  agent,  that  it  is  lopment  of  the  chick  in  ovo  has  been 

effected  by  means  of  decompositions  prevented  by  rendering  the  egg-shell 

and  reeompositions  taking  place  within  impervious  to  air  by  means  of  some 

the  ovum  itself,  and  that  tne  source  of  varnish ;  but  since  the  innocuous  cha- 

the  oxygen  is  therefore  altogether  in-  racter    of    varnishes    thus    eniployed 

trinsic.    Of  this  character  are  the  ob-  appeared  at   least  very  doubtful,  he 

servations  of  Ermann  and  those  of  Mr.  considered  the  experiments  in  question 

Towne  on  the  egg  of  the  fowl.    The  to  be  imperfect,  and  deemed  it  ncces- 

former  of  these  have  been  successfully  sary  to  repeat  them  in  such  a  manner 

met  and  controverted  by  Schwann.*  as  to  ''  prevent  entirely  the  admission 

It  is  therefore  the  latter  only  that  we  of  atmospheric  air  through  the  shell, 

propose  to  examine.  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid,  as  much 

It  would  appear  that  the  first  doubts  as  possible,  the  introduction  of  any 

entertained  by  Mr.  Towne  as  to  the  foreign  matter  which  might  prove  inju- 

tnith  of  the  present  views  regarding  rious  to  the  embryo."      With   these 

the   respiration  of  the  embryo   bird,  objects  in  view  he  coated  several  eggs 

arose  from  his  having  observed  at  the  with  four  layers  of  paper  saturated  with 

commencement    and  during  the  pro-  liquid    albumen,    and  also  varnished 

^ress  of  incubation,  a  gpraduaUy  increas-  them  over  several  times  with  the  latter 

ing  opacity  and  density  in  the  lining  substance;   thus  forming  a  covering, 

membrane  of  the  shell,  which  it  was  which,  when  dry,  he  "felt  convinc^ 

thought  by  him    would  offer  a  con-  was   entirely  impermeable."      In    all 

tinu^ly  increasing   resistance   to  the  these  eg^,  when  submitted  to  incuba- 

ingress  and  egress  of  gases.    To  those,  tion,  and  also  in  another  coated  with 

however,  who  are   funiliar  with  the  five  layers  of  the  prepared  paper  and 

facts  known  relative  to  the  difllision  of  three  coats  of  paint,  the  progress  of 

sriform  fluids,  it  will   readily  occur  development  was  perfectly  natural:  a 

that  every  increased  density  of  tne  mem-  result  which  appeared  to  nim  to  be  sa- 

branes,  nom  the  deposition  of  earthy  tisfactory  and  conclusive,  as  far  as  its 

matter  within,    would  be   totally  in^  hostility  to  the  present  theory  of  decar- 

effectual  as  a  means  of  preventing  that  bonization  is  concerned, 
diffusion.    Moreover,  it  nas  been  ascer-        The  propriety  of  rejecting  all  experi- 

tained   by  Prout,t  that,  of  the  total  ments  m  which  varnishes  of  a  noxious 

loss  sustained  by  an  egg  during  twenty  character  have  been  directly  applied  to 

one  days'  incubation  (amounting  to  IGO  the  shell,  cannot  be  denied,  but  it  is 

parts  in  1000),  50  paits  are  lost  during  incorrect  to  suppose  that  such  experi- 

^ '     „ — .^^    .    .  — ....--  ments  constitute  the  foundation  or  the 

*  He  Necessitate  Aens  Atmoqihend  ad  Bto- 
Intioncm  pvlli,  &c.  1894. 


t  Hiilosoplucal  Transactions,  1822.  *  Annates  des  Sdences  MM.  yd.  iv. 
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received  doctrine,  which,  far  fi'om  de-  experiments  repeated  with  the  second 

pending  on  any  isolated  fact,  or  even  and  third  tubes,  (closed  with  the  coated 

on  a  single  series  of  e}q>erimenta,  is  at  shells)  was  attended  with  similar  re- 

once  indicated  by  h  priori  considera-  suits,  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  meremy 

tiona,  supported  by  analogy,  and  con-  being  somewhat  slow^er,  but  still  suffi- 

firmed  by  the  direct  and  unexceptiona-  cienUy  rapid  to  be  perfectly  visible  to 

ble  observations  of  Schwann.    Instead,  the  eye  of  the  observer.  The  three  tubes 

therefore,  of  the  apparently  contradic-  were  afterwards  employed  in  hydrogen 

tory  results,  obtained  by  Mr.  T.,  creat-  difiusion  experiments,  with  the  most 

ing    any  doubts  as  to  its  truth,  they  complete  success.    On  a  close  exami- 

rather  give  rise  to  a  suspicion  of  some  nation  of  the  surface  of  the  dried  coat- 

fallacy  in  the  experiments  themselves,  ing  with  a  lens,  it  was  observed  to  be 

and  naturally    suggest  the   question,  traversed  by  a  number  of  minute  cracks, 

were  the  coatings  employed  by  him  assuming  everv  possible  direction.     In- 

absolutely   impervious  to  gases  ?    To  deed  it  was  round  that  thin  layers  of 

this,  it  is  conceived,  the  following  state-  liquid  albumen,  even  when  dried  at  or- 

ments  will  afford  a  satisfactory  reply : —  dinar^  temperatures,  invariably  cracked 

A  circular  opening,  about  an  inch  in  in  this  manner — an  event  which  the 

diameter,  having  been  made  at  the  heat  necessary  for  incubation  would 

small  extremity  of  several  eggs,  and  only  render  more  certain  of  occurrence, 

their  contents  allowed  to  escape,  one  It  was  remarked,  moreover,  that  the  ap- 

end  of  a  piece  of  glass  tube,  a  few  inches  plication  of  a  second  layer  of  albumen 

in  len^n,   was  accurately   fitted  into  only  increased  the  number  of  fissures 

the    onfice   in  each  shell,  and  then  existing  in  one  already  diied,    appa- 

secured  in  its  connection  by  strips  of  rently  in  consequence  of  the  freshly 

tissue  paper  saturated  with  liquid  albu-  applied    stratum    itself  undergoing  a 

men.    In  one  of  these  compound  tubes  contraction  whilst  drying,  subsequently 

the  line  of  junction  between  the  shell  to  its  union  with  that  previously  ap- 

and  the  tube  was  hermetically  sealed  plied.    The  permeability  of  the  cover- 

with  melted  bees'  wax.    In  two  others  ing  of  albuminized  paper  havine  been 

the  whole  shell,  and  about  an  inch  of  thus  established    and    explained,  the 

the  adjacent  part  of  the  tube,  were  evolution    of    the  chick   in    eggs  so 

covered  with  strips  of  paper  softened  in  covered  need  no  longer  excite  surprise, 

albumen,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  But  since  Mr.  Towne  also  succeeded  in 

the  same  precautions  as  were  adopted  carrying  on  development  beyond  the 

by  Mr.  Towne.    Seven  thicknesses  of  1 2th  day  in  an  egg  coated  with  five 

Pjaper  were  employed  in  one  case  and  lasers  of  the  prepared  paper  and  three 

six  in  the  other — one,  and  often  two  of  paint,  the  oifiusion  tube.  No.  3.  (^- 

coatings  of  liquid  albumen,  intervening  ready  covered  six  times  with  paper) 

between  the  several  layers  ;  and  lastly,  was    painted    over    three   times,    and 

when  all  was  dry,  the  junction  of  the  another  tube  was  prepared  and  covered 

shell  and  tube  was  effectually  secured  in  the  same  manner,  but  so  contrived 

by  means  of  three  coats  of  paint.    In  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  shell 

this  manner  three  diffusion  tubes  were  was  kept  constantly  moist  during  dif- 

constructed,  the  upper  end  of  one  being  fusion  experiments  in  which  carbonic 

closed  simply  by  an  egg-shell  and  its  acid  gas  was  employed.    In  neither  of 

dried  lining  membrane,  those  of  the  these  tubes,  even  when  tlie  experiments 

other  two  by  that  membrane,  by  the  were  continued  for  four  weeks,  did  the 

shell,  and    uy  the  several  layers  of  slightest  mechanical  permeation  or  dif- 

albuminized  paper  and  albumen.    On  fusion  occur.    It  by  no  means  follows, 

placing  the  open  end  of  the  first  tube,  however,  that  the  single  eg^  painted  by 

perpendiculariy  into  mercury,  and  then  Mr.  T.  was  equally  impervious  to  air; 

producing  a  difference  in  the  level  of  on  the  contrary  it  may  be  safely  asserted 

that  fiuid  within  and  without  the  tube,  that  evolution  could  not  have  proceeded 

by  alternately  depressing  and  elevating  naturally  for  12  days,  had  the  access  of 

thetube(aboutaninchandahalforle86),  air  been  effectually  prevented.     The 

the  mercury  on  the  inside  rose  or  fell  observations  of  Schwann,  indeed,  afford 

accordingly,   the  air  being  displaced  evidence,  as  stronsp  as  negative  results 

through  the  porous  shell  and  its  lining  can  do,  that  ^^iuiout  oxygen  normal 

membrane,  and  again  re-entering  in  development  is  arrested  after  the  15th 

the  way  it  had  escaped.    The  same  hour;  out  since  results  of  a  negative 
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cbajracter  become  valuable  only  in  pro-  conducted.    To  the  first  of  these  ob- 

{Mircion  to  their  number  and  constancy,  jections  it  will  be  sufficient  to  reply, 

the  following  experiments  were  per-  that,  on  removing  the  eggs  from  the 

formed  with  a  view  of  adding  to  the  pan  of  oil,  the  glue-size  was  always 

one,  and  of  submitting  the  other  to  perfectly  firm    and    entire;  that   the 

9ti]l  further  tests : —  outer  portion  of  intestine  adhered  inti- 

Out  of  a  number  of  newly-laid  egm  mately  to  the  inner  one,  and  this  again 
obtained  from  the  same  poultry  yard,  most  closely  to  the  shell ;  that  no  greasy 
some  (taken  indiscriminately)  were  spots  coula  be  detected  on  tlie  mtter ; 
covered  twice  with  portions  of  bul-  and  lastly,  that  no  diffiision  occurred 
lock's  intestine,  fresh,  well  washed,  and  in  a  compound  tube  fitted  up  with  an 
thoroughly  cleansed  from  fat;  this  egg-shell  covered  in  the  same  way, 
double  covering  was  tightly  ai)plied  From  all  these  facts  it  may  be  safely 
over  the  egg,  so  as  to  leave  no  inter-  inferred  that  the  oil  could  not  have 
venin^  air,  and  was  carefully  secured  (jenetrated  even  to  the  shell. 
at  each  end.  After  becoming^  dry  they  In  answer  to  the  two  latter  objections 
were  covered  three  or  four  times  with  it  may  be  remarked  that,  out  of  eighty- 
strong  glue-size  (applied  only  luke-  four  eggs,  obtained  from  tlie  same 
warm)  containing  a  small  quantity  of  source,  and  artificially  incubated  by 
sugar  to  prevent  its  cracking.  Iliey  myself  during  the  plast  summer,  in 
were  again  allowed  to  dry,  and  were  then  three  only  were  there  no  traces  of 
•placed  under  oHve  oil,  in  an  incubat-  evolution ;  that  out  of  the  fifteen  placed 
tin^  machine,  together  with  the  re-  in  the  machine  along  with  those  under 
mamder  of  the  eggs  obtained  at  the  oil,  only  one  failed;  and  finally,  that 
'Same  time  and  from  the  same  source,  in  fourteen  out  of  the  sixteen  incu- 
which  were  simply  supported  above  the  bated  under  oil,  the  actual  occurrence 
surface  of  the  oil.  Four  eg^  thus  of  development,  though  of  an  abnor- 
covcred  and  placed  under  oil,  \(ith  mal  character,  afforded  abundant  proof- 
three  in  their  natural  condition,  were  of  their  fertility,  and  at  the  same  time 
employed  in  the  first  experiment,  in  gave  a  positive  character  to  exneri- 
which  incubation  was  continued  lOB  ments  w'hich  otherwise  would  nave 
hours ;  in  JUiother,  six  covered,  and  been  merely  negative, 
under  oil,  and  six  uncovered,  were  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  remark, 
used,  the  period  of  incubation  being  in  conclusion,  that  the  preceding  results 
120  hours ;  and  in  a  third  experiment  entirely  coincide  with  those  obtained 
the  same  numbers  were  again  employed,  by  Schwann,  and  harmonize  t\ith  the 
one  of  the  covered  und  uncovered  eggs  generally  received  opinion  regarding 
being  examined  at  the  end  of  the  fut,  the  extrinsic  origin  of  the  oxygen 
i3th,  20th,  32d,  and  4Sth  hours.  employed  in  the  respiration  of  animals 

In  two  out  of  the  ^  ixteen  eggs  thus  during  their  embryo  hfe ;  for  the  facts 

inculL'led  under  oil,  the  membrane  of  ascertained  with  reg^ard  to  the  ova  of 

the  >  oik  adhered  lo  that  of  the  shell,  birds  cannot  be  limited  in  their  appii- 

and  the  blasto.lcrma  wsjs  accidentally  cation    to    that    jmrticular    class    of 

ruptured  in  oix^ning  them ;  but  in  the  animals,  but  must  aid   in  extending 

remaining  fourteen  its  precise  condition  our  knowledge  concerning  the  nature 

was  carefully  examined;  and  it  i^iis  of  the  respiratory  function  in  every 

ascertained,  as  in  Schwann's  exncri-  kind  of  ovum, 

ments,    that   development    had    fceen _ 

limited  to  a  mere  extension  of  the  ger-  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS, 

minal  membrane,  though  to  a  greater  

degree  perhaps  than  had  been  noticed  «L'Autcnr  ae  tae  4  aionfer  cp  que  le  lecteur  se 

by  him,  in  some  having  obtained  a  toeiabr^ger."— d'Alkmbebt. 

dismeter  of  an  inch  and  a  quarter.     In  

none  of  the  sixteen  eggs,  however,  was  -^  Practical  Work  on  the  Diseases  of  the 

ihere  any  trace  of  embr}'o  or  blood.  -fi'y«»  ^^  '*^  Treatment  mediealfy. 

Against  'these  experiments  three  ob-  topically,    and    by    operation.       By 

jections  may  possibly  be  urged — one  Frederick  Tyrrell,  Senior  Surgeon 

himng  reference  to  the  use  of  the  oil,  to  the   Royal  London  Ophthalmic 

•nothcr  to  the  fertility  of  the  eggs,  and  Hospital,  &c. 

a  third  to  the  degree  of   care  with  It  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  we 

which   the   artificial   incubaUon  was  should  undertake  to  give  a  di^st  of 
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the  coQtenU  of  two  large  volumes  on  work  in  inferior  to  some  that  have  pttf- 
this  subject,  or  even  of  all  the  novel-  ceded  it,  both  from  EngUijh  and  irom 
ties  and  peculiarities  which  they  con-  German  authors.  Those  of  the  German 
tain  ;  for  although,  after  the  publica-  school  especially  surpass  it  in  accuracy 
tion  of  so  many  treatises  as  have  ap-  of  anatomical  details;  and  one  could  not 
peared  of  late  years  in  this  most  fertile  have  abetter  proof  that  the  present  work 
of  all  surgical  tields,  it  is  certain  that  is  not  indebted  to  any  of  them  for  the  good 
no  one  writer  could  offer  much  that  that  it  contains,  than  the  impcnect- 
had  been  previously  unwritten,  yet  he  ne;^s  and  sometimes  inaccuracy  of  its 
would  be  a  bold  reviewer,  who,  in  a  anatomical  details,  which  are  such 
case  like  this,  would  undertake  to  claim  as  no  one  acquainted  with  German 
and  estabUsh  for  any  new  author  all  ophtlialmic  literature,  even  by  trans- 
that  he  ma^  seem  to  merit  for  origina-  lations,  could  have  fallen  into  When, 
lity  either  m  the  description  or  in  the  for  example,  it  is  said  (voL  i.  p.  210), 
treatment  of  ophthalmic  diseases.  It  **  We  cannot,  from  simple  anato- 
would  be  difficult  to  do  so  in  any  case,  mical  examination  of  the  cornea* 
but  in  none  more  than  in  the  present ;  trace  any  organisation,  as  neither  arte- 
for  Mr.  Tyrrell  affords  no  clue  by  ries,  veins,  nor  absorbents,  can  be  de- 
which  one  could  detect  for  how  great  a  tccted,'*  we  perceive  at  once  that  the 
portion  of  his  knowledge  in  this  branch  writer  never  read  that  its  arteries  have 
of  science  he  is  indebted  to  others,  been  injected  (by  Homer  and  others) 
His  volumes  present  a  feature  singular  passing  from  the  conjunctiva  towards 
in  this  department  of  surgery — that  of  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  and  on  their 
an  almost  absolute  absence  of  reference  course  bending  into  the  substance  of 
to  any  others,  except  in  the  very  rare  the  latter,  and  that  even  its  nerves 
passinc^  allusions  which  they  contain  have  been  distinctly  and  visibly  de- 
to  the  nabitual  practice  of  Mr.  Saun-  monstrated  by  Pappenheim,  Schlemm, 
ders,  and  a  few  others.  And  we  believe  Bochdalek,  and  others,  and  that  their 
that  in  this  there  is  no  intentional  con-  arrangement  forms  part  of  received 
cealment  of  the  assistance  that  the  anatomical  science  in  every  school  in 
author  has  received  from  readine,  but  Germany.  We  might  yoiut  out  similar 
that  he  has,  in  fact,  worked  out,  deficiencies,  and  occasional  errors,  in 
by  himself  almost,  the  whole  sub-  the  anatomical  description  of  all  the 
ject  of  ophthalmic  surgery  so  far  other  tissues  of  the  eye ;  and  for  these, 
(and  this  is  to  no*  small  extent),  as  if  anatomical  accuracy  be,  as  is  gene- 
he  is  acauainted  with  it.  The  uni-  rally  held,  the  first  step  to  surncal 
versal  and  most  prominent  character  of  certamty,  a  systematic  writer  can  claim 
the  work  is,  that  it  is  eminently  prac-  no  fair  excuse,  after  he  has  had  the 
tical;  if  the  pages  wxre  counted  we  opportunity  afforded  him  of  reading 
believe  that  at  least  three-fourths  w^ould  the  more  true  descriptions  in  his  own 
be  found  to  be  directly  connected  with  langua^,  in  tliis  and  other  contem- 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  not  poraryjournab,  and  in  the  various  works 
one-tenth  which  have  not  more  or  less  recently  published  on  physiology, 
evidently  that  object  distinctly  in  view.  But  we  rather  fear  that  tlie  step  is 
In  short,  Mr.  Tyrrell  has  here  given,  in  not  short  between  the  anatomy  of  the 
an  orderly  manner,  all  the  convictions  eve  and  the  cure  of  its  diseases,  and 
with  which  he  has  been  irresistibly, .  that  here,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
and  perhaps  imperceptibly,  impressed  medicine,  it  is  a  fortunate  rarity  when 
during  twentv-two  years' service  as  as-  physiology  can  suggest  or  encourage 
sistant  and  mil  surgeon  to  the  Eye  successful  practice,  Mr.  Tyrrell's  prac- 
Infirmary ;  and  although  he  may  seem  tice  is  certainly  an  example  of  this 
to  hold  to  some  of  his  opinions  and  melancholy  trutli;  his  anatomy  we  have 
modes  of  practice  with  more  tena-  shewn  is  often  defective,  sometimes 
city  than  the  observations  of  others  incorrect,  yet  his  treatment  of  the  dis- 
would  warrant,  yet  on  the  whole  there  eases  of  the  eye  is,  we  know,  and  hun- 
is  probably  no  work  which  the  dreds  of  his  pupils  can  confirm  our 
practitioner  could  more  safely  take  as  statement,  as  successful  as  that  of  any 
nis  guide  in  the  treatment  of  oph-  ophthalmic  surgeon  in  Europe,  and 
thalmic  diseases.  far  more  so  than  that  of  tliose  who 
In  other  respects  than  this  relating  to  could  best  improve  his  knowledge  of 
the  details  of  treatment,  Mr.  Tyrrell's  anatomy.    It  is  in  vain  to  deny  tliat 
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the  hKtanOes    are   nmnl)erless  which  lest  the  confideiW^r* in  the  treatment' 

prove  (whatever  introductory  lectures  which  they  are  sup^wsed    to    suggest 

may  say)  that  anatomy  and  practical  should  be  loosened.     Still  we  cahnot 

medicine  at  present  go  on  in  distant  help     suspecting  that     the    author's  ' 

and  not  even  parallel  linos  of  progress  ;  theories,  instead  of  suggesting  his  prac- ' 

and  that  if  the  one  must  be  the  foun-  lice,  are  really  ?\\  ex  post  facto. 
dation  of  the  other,  and  can  alone  sup-        The  chief  novelty  in  practice,  which 

port  it  securely,  the  superstructure  of  Mr.  TjTrell  has  more  than  his  prede- 

scientific  and  successful  practice  will  cessors  encouraged,  is  that  of  admitting 

not  be  raised  to  an  appreciable  height  a  generous    diet,    and    administering 

for  centuries  to  come,  although  dunng  steadily  a  course  of  slightly  tonic  reme- 

aU  the  time  before  that  consummation  dies,  in  nearly  all  cases  of  long  stand* 

arrives  disorders  may  be  satisfactorily  ing,  and  obstinate  inflammations  of  the 

alleviated  and  cured  by  the  rules  of  diSerent  parts  of  the  eye.     Nearly  all 

simple  and  well-matured  experience.  these  he  holds  are  the  result  of  insuffi* 

Mr.  Tyrrell's  practice  we  have  said  cient  power  in  the  system  to  remove 

is  well  known  to  be  remarkably  sue-  the  evus  which  have  resulted  from  some 

cessful,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  the  por-  disease,     perhaps    accidentally    intro- 

tion  of  it  which  is  most  peculiar  to  duced  ;     in    other    words,    of   some 

himself  is  capable  of  imitation  by  any  general  debility  by  which  the  body  is 

discerning    and  cautious   practitioner,  rendered  unable  to  cure,  by  its   own 

The    mooifications    of    some    of    the  eflTorts,  a  local  disease.    The  sovereign 

ojierative    proceedings  which  he  has  remedy  for  these    affections    is  bark 

introduced,  reauire,  that  their  full  value  and  carbonate  of  soda,  five  grains  of 

may  be    obtained,    no  inconsiderable  each  three  times  a  day,  a  mild  but 

share  of    the   perfected    dexterity   of  generous  diet,   and  the  most  careful 

their  inventor;  but  these  form  only  a  attention  to  the  ^neral  health.     These, 

small.portionofthat  which  \iill  be  found  and  the  administration  of  numerous, 

iLscfiil  in  his  suggestions  for  treatment,  but  small  doses  of  mercury,  in  parti- 

The  most  valuable  part  of  his  work  cular  cases,    are  Mr.  TyrrelPs   prin- 

is  undoubtedly  that  wnich  treats  of  the  cipal  remedies:  and  no  one  who  has 

medical  management  of   the  various  watched  his  practice  at  the  Eye  Infir-' 

diseases,  and  especially  those  which  are  mary  will  hesitate  to  affirm  that  their ' 

80  prolonged  and  tedious,  that,  in  the  results,  when  pursued  with  that  ^t- 

majority  oi  cases,  both  patient  and  phy-  severance,  and  that  steady  confidence, 

sician  would  give  them  up  as  hopeless,  which  he  can  commupicate  from  him- 

Bat  mere  long  continuance  of  aisease  self  to  his  patients,  have  in  numberless 

seems  to  give  Mr.  Tyrrell  comparatively  cases  been  most  striking, 
little  uneasiness :    if  the  disease  were        It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  no  dis- 

long  in  establishing  itself,  then  must  crimination  is  necessary  to  determine 

the  surgeon  be  patient  in  his  endea-  the  'class  of  cases  in  which  either  of 

Yours  to  uproot  it,  and  months,  or  even  these  remedies  is  to  be  adopted ;  but 

years,  must  pass  before  the  steady  em-  the  present  work  is  well  adapted  to 

ployment  oi  means  that  are  sure  to  ^de  every  practitioner  in  his  decision 

benefit,  if  not  to  cure,  must  be  desisted  m  this  as  well  as  on  many  other  siib- 

from.    It  probably  adds  to  the  confi-  iects.     In  short,  the  author  has  done 

dence  with  which  he  adheres   to  the  his  best  to  make  his  reader  as  good  a 

treatment  of  a  case,  however  long  it  is  practitioner  as  he  is  himself,  aifd  for 

in  giving  visible  encouragement,  and  this  he  deserves  the  fullest  praise, 
to  tne  energy  with  which  he  is  ena-        We  cannot  conclude  without  noticing 

bled  to  persuade  the  patient  to  keep  an  unhappy  chapter  the  author  has 

steadily  to  his  plan,  tnat  Mr.  Tyrrell  written — tnat  on  Strabismus,  in  which 

believes  all  that  he  does  for  the  dis-  he  expresses  his  confidence  in  the  va-  . 

eases    of    the    eyes    is    founded    on  rious  popular   methods   hitherto  em- 

strictly  determined  rules  of  pathology,  ployea,  and  his  conviction  that  opera- 

And,  indeed,  when  the  result  is  so  good,  tive  proceedings  are  unadvisable.     His 

we  know  not  if  it  would  be  wise  to  book  was  published  early  in  the  pre- ^ 

question  the  truth  of  opinions  upon  sent  year.     How  many  thousand  timea 

"power"    and    "debility,"    and  "in-  have  liis  former  conclusions  been  prac- 

sufficicnt  arterial   action,"  and  so  on,  tically  contradicted  by  himself  as  well 
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u  othera  in   th«   la«|i  few   nwnthfl !  scarlatina,  whftoh » haT«><not  ^  boen 

This,  however,  is  the  fauU  not  of  the  efiectually  oOTttroiled  hy  medifial.  id- 

author,  who  does  not  possess  the  pwer  gnce."— Mr.  Fair,  in  Report,  p.  08. 

•  Of  Jjr^yflmf^,  bnt  of  the  age  we  hve  m,  commences  with  a  letter 

and  of  the  industry  and  lapidity  with  ^t      ^V  x  *Vxt          i.,  k^m- 

which  noveUies  are  worked  out-a  ra-  addressed  to  Lord  Normanby  by  i4r. 

piditv  so  great,  that  wisdom  must  confine  Lister,  the  Registrar-General, 

iteelf  to  saying  what  is,  and  leave  in  Several  of  the  points  touched  upon 

silent  expectation  what  is  not,  probable.  .^  .^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  interest.     The  mean 

^  —   "         mortality  in  England  and  Wales  during 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.        the  two  years  1837-8,  and  1838-9,  was 

Friday,  November  6, 1840.  a^«*  one  in  forty-six :  the  mortaUty 

'       being  less  in  the  latter  of  the  two 

« Licet  omnlbn«,UcetetUinmiiii,di«i»lUtem  periods,  owing  to  ito  .comparative  ex- 

ArtiM  Medicm  tueri;  potestw  modo  veniendi  in  gmption  from  destructive  epidemics, 
poblioim  lit,  dicendi  pcriculum  nan  recuso."  *'  «,„^-„    '  «a««   Uir 

■^  »      .      1-  cicBRo.  Almost   every    marriage,  says  Mr. 

Lister,  is  duly  registered,  and  every 

BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  AND  MAR-         agister  of  marriage  is  signed  by  the 
RIAGES,  IN  ENGLAND.  persons  married:    those  who  cannot 

-    The  second  annual  report  of  the  Re-    write,  put  their  marks*    Hence  these 
gistrar-General  of  births,  deaths,  and    registers  enable  us  to  make  a  rough 
marriages,  in  England,  is  now  lying    guess  at  the   quantum   of  education 
before  us.     To  every  thinking  man    which  is  diffused  among  the  mass  of 
such  a  document  is  of  value :  to  the    the  community,  and  thus  to  allay  the 
philosophic  practitioner  it  must  be  of    fears  of  those  praisers  of  the  past  time, 
profound  interest.     He  will  here  see    who  lament  the  spread  of  knowledge, 
the  results  of  the  practice  of  physic  on    mid  who  believe,  with  caricaturists  ^d 
BO  large  a  scale,  that  he.  may  almost    epigrammatists,  that  coal-heavers  read 
venture  to  deduce  laws  from  the  facts    Byron,  and    dustmen  indite  sonnets, 
thus  forced  upon  his  attention ;  or,  at    Your  sorrowful  opponent  of  the  manch 
any  rate,  he  may  prepare  the  way  for  the    of  intellect,  before  he  weeps  too  bitterly 
future  establishment  of  truth,  by  the    over  the  Mien  state  of  ignoranoe,8hould 
destruction  of  favourite  errors.    These    first  ascertain  whether  it  really  has 
results   form    no    bad   corrective   to    fallen  so  deplorably.    There  is  a  plea- 
the  picked   cases  usually  put   forth,    sant  story  in  the  books,  that  Charles  II. 
A    candid    and    clear-headed    corre-    wishing  to  make  merry  at  the  expense 
spondent  says  of  the  cases  which  are    of  the  Royal  Society,  proposed  to  them 
published  in  our  weekly  jomnals,  *'  I    the  problem^  "How  is  it  that  a  pailful 
care  not  what  diseases  you  investigate,    of  water  is  not  increased  in  weight,  if 
if  you  take  the  published  cases  as  a  fair    a  fish    be    placed  on  the  surface  ?" 
statement  of  the  results  of  treatment.    Many  and  various,  says  the  historian, 
you  can  only  come  to  one  conclusion —    were  the  solutions  offered  by  the  illu- 
that  the  power  of  medicine  and  surgery    minati,  until  one  of  the  scientific  com- 
is  stupendous;  that  its  failure  is  im-    mittee,  more  sceptical  than  liis  brethren, 
common."      But  when  we   come    to    proposed  to  try  if  the  addition  of  the 
experience  speaking  in  long  figures,    fish  did  not  actually  increase  the  weight 
how  different  is  the  tale !     *'  Table  (q)    of  the  pail :    to   the  unspeakable  as* 
exhibits  the  progress  of  four  or  more    tonishment  of  l^s  colleagues,  it  did« 
epidemic  diseases  in  the  metropolis, —    The  continual  deplorements concerning 
measles,  typhus   hooping-cough,   and    the  amazing  spread  of  knowledge  admit 
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of  «i  Mke  SAffwer.    Qoere,  ig  erery  one  betwen  sixty-five  and  seventy,  wb^re 

ga  pdafolly  over-educated  as  prosen  we  find  4  of  each, 

and   satirists    suppose?      Why,    no!  The  number  of  buildings  in  ijngl^d 

answer  the  tables  before   us }   for  of  and  Wales  registered  for  the  solem- 

t342,l  66  penons  married  in  the  yearend-  nization  of  marriages,  before  Januaify 

ing  June  30th,  1839,  41  percent  could  1839,  was  1,332;   to  which  246  were 

not  write  their  names.    Wemustrecol-  added  last   year,  making  a  total,  of 

lect,  too,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  1,578.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ob- 

married  were  under  thirty-five  years  of  serve  that  this  list  does  not  include 

age,  80  that  their  years  of  learning  fell  places    of  worship  belonging  to  the 

•within  the  imaginary  period  of  hyper-  Church  of  England, 

education.  Mr.  Lister  again  mentions  a  remark- 

The  proportion  of  marksmen  and  able  error  which  arises  from  the  general 
markswomen  varies  extremely  in  difier-  disposition  of  the  world  to  prefer  round 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Thus  in  numbers  in  uncertain  cases.  It  would 
Bedfordshire,  Monmouthshire,  and  appear  from  the  ages  at  which  death 
North  and  South  Wales,  the  mean  of  took  place,  as  stated  in  the  Population 
both  sexes  is,  respectively,  60,  61,  58,  Abstract  for  1831,  that  30  is  a  much 
and  59  per  cent.  In  the  metropolis  it  more  fatal  age  than  29  or  31  ;  40 
is  18  per  cent.,  in  Cumberland  24,  and  than  39  or  41 ;  and  so  on.  As  life 
in  Westmorland  27*  The  small  pro-  advances  the  exact  age  of  the  de- 
portion  in  London  may  arise  from  the  ceased  is  more  and  more  frequently 
facility  with  which  the  elements  of  forgotten  ;  and  accordingly  the  Ab- 
education  are  obtained  here;  or,  as  a  stract  gives  only  25,782  deaths  as  having 
contemporary  has  suggested,  from  the  happened  at  fifty-nine  years  of  age, 
continual  immigration  of  artisans  of  and  26,084  at  sixty-one ;  but  43,273 
the  better  classes.  It  is  probable,  too,  at  sixty.  At  seventy,  53,953  deaths 
that  in  a  city  where  all  the  machinery  are  supposed  by  the  Abstract,  but  only 
of  business  is  worked  so  actively,  many  33,038  at  sixty-nine,  and  32,162  at 
thousands  have  discovered  that  even  seventy-one.  This  Abstract  was  ex- 
to  sign  their  names,  without  any  fisLrther  tracted  from  the  burial  registers  in 
clerkly  progress,  is  of  itself  a  valuable  England  and  Wales  for  eighteen  years ; 
accomplishment.  so  that  this  remarkable  misstatement 

Mr.  Lister   gives   the  ages  of  the  did  not  proceed  from  any  temporary 

parties  in  4,858  maniages.  They  are  not  cause,  but  from  the  habitual  inaccuracy 

selected  cases,  but  are  all  that  occurred  of  mankind.   This  error  still  continues ; 

in  certain  districts.    There  is  nothing  but  it  is  so  obvious,  that  it  is  not  likely 

striking  about  them,  as  they  agree  very  to  mislead  any  one ;  and,  in  &ct,  the 

well  with  one's  preconceived  theories  tables  drawn  up  for  insurai^ce  com- 

on  the  subject.                             *  panics  have  always  been  formed  by 

Thus,  158  men  and  688  women  were  taking  the  mean  mortality  of  quin* 

married  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  quennial  or  decennary  periods, 

twenty ;  2,536  men  and  2,527  women  In  considering  the  difierent  portions 

between  twenty  and  twenty-five;   156  of  the  kingdom,  "  the  most  marked  and 

men  and  134  women  between  forty  and  serious  difference,"  says  the  Registrar 

forty-five;  19 men and6  women  between  General,  "is  that  which  is  observable 

sixty  and  sixty-five.      At  every  age  between  the  mortality  of  rural  districts, 

after  twenty  the  number  of  men  is  and  of  large  towns,  as  exemplified  in 

greater  than  that  of  women,  excepting  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  of  chil* 
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dreii,  fttid  of  petsons  dying  at  advaneed  and  upwards ;   in  Liverjtoor  iSO ;    in 

ages."  the    metropolis    99 ;    in    the    North 

T^  greatest  proportionate  mortality  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  tiie  agricul* 

among   children   is    at    Manchester,  taral  parts  of  Durham,  202;   and  in 

where,  of  1000  deaths,  496  were  of  chil-  Devonshire,  .208.       The  average  for 

dren  imder  3  years  of  age.  England  and  Wales  is  140. 

But  if  we  add  Salford,  and  the  suh-  The  firat  paper  in  the  appendix  is  a 

lu-bs,  to  Manchester,  the  mean  deaths  letter  to  the  Registrar-General  from  Mr. 

are  reduced  to  475,  showing  the  in-  Farr,  in  which  he  comments  on  the 

fluence  even  of  suhurban  air  on  the  causes  of  death  in  England  and  Wales 

rearing  of  children.      In  Devonshire  with  his  usual  ability. 

thtt-mortality  is  296  in  1 000 ;  m  Dorset-  The  rate  of  mortality  was  higher,  he 

shire  and  Wiltshire  281 ;  and  in  some  observes,  in  1838  than  in  the  last  half 

of  the  northern  counties  only  253,      It  of  1837.    Small-pox  and  typhus  pre- 

is  remarkable,  and  to  the  beginner  in  vailed  epidemically ;   and   the  severe 

these  studies  almost  inexplicable,  that  weather,  which  set  in  early  in  January, 

while,  in  the  whole  of  England  and  appears  to  have  increased  the  fatality 

Wales,  the  mean  mortality  imder    3  of  pulmonary  diseases. 

years  of  age  was  343  out  of  1000,  in  the  When  discussing  the  difference  of 

metropolis  it    was  only  338.      Even  mortality  in  the  two  sexes,  Mr.  Farr  ob- 

allowing  for  the  fact,  that  half  of  what  serves,  that  the  higher  mortality  among 

is  here  called  the  metropolis  is  subur-  the  maleshas  been  attributed  exclusively 

ban,    the  result  is  staggering.      The  "  to  intemperance,  wars,  excessive  fa-» 

hasty  statician  might  infer,  that  eveaif  tigue,  and  other  external  causes ;"  but 

Crown  Court  is  not  quite  so  good  a  he  thinks  this  explanation  too  narrow, 

nursery  as  Devonshire,  the  New  Road  and  remarks  that  the  differential  mor- 

and  Chelsea  must  be  much  better  than  tality  is  greater  before  birth,  and  dur- 

the  average  of  England,  so  as  to  make  ing  early  childhood,  than  in  the  mora 

up  for  the  comparative  unhealthiness  advanced  ages.    There  is  some  justice 

of  our  central  alleys  and  bye-lanes,  in  this  additional  explanation,  though 

But,  alas  !  the  terrible  perplexity  of  the  old  theories  seemed  sufficient  of 

statistics  consists  in  the  difficulty  of  themselves.     Intemperance  and  hard 

comprehending  every   necessary   ele-  and  unwholesome  work  are  comprehen- 

ment  in  our  calculation.    The  probable  sive  categories,  and  are  surely  enough 

solution  of  the  problem  before  us  is,  to  account  for  a  differential  mortality 

that  the  immigration  of  adults   into  of  7  per  cent. 

London  -  is  so  considerable,  that  their  We  will  return  to  this  subject  on  an 

deaths  necessarily  transcend  the  usual  early  occasion. 

proportion.       Their    mortality    thus  

masks  that  of  infants,  whose  unresist-  CLINICAL   LECTURES, 

ing  frames  sink  before  the  attacks  of  »    w  t^               %,  »> 

,.**         .                      3   -1        ,         ,  .  .  By  W.  Davidson,  M.D., 

disease  m  our  crowded  andmephitic  _       ,  .    _    . 

_^         ^,         .^,        J ,               «   *^,  One  of  the  Pbyiicians  to  the  0\ug(m  ftoyal 

courts,  as  the  withered  leaves  of  autmnn  infirmary,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Hedica. 

before  the  cast  wind !  

With  respect  to  the  deaths  of  the  anburibm  or  aobta. 

aged,  the  contrast  between  towns  and  [Contijiiied  from  pa^  339.] 

country  districts  is  still  more  marked.  ^*  '*"^  **^^  shortly  allude  to  another  case, 

Thus  in  Manchester,  out  of  1000  deaths  ^.  \r^  !?^.^!i  "^^l!?^^^  ^« 

»  v«i,v.  .vx^«M»Mu>  sounda  of  the  heart  at  the  tjme  there  were 

only  53  were  at  the   age  of  .seventy  few  or  no  bronchitic  symptoms ;  and  which 
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wa»  DOt  ot^witved  when  these  afterwarcU  b^*  side  of  chest,  and  dry  crefittttioii  in  inferier 

came  yery  severe;  while  there  was  erery  region  of  left  back,  accompanied  with  the 

reason  to  beliere,  Arom  the  general  history  expectoration  of  a  thin  glairy  mncns.     His 

of  the  case,  as  well  as  from  the  stethoscopic  rheumatic    pains    were    much   easier,  bnt 

signs,  that  there  existed  valvular  disease  of  the  dyspnoea  was  increased  ;  the  pulse  more 

the  heart,  or  some  affection  of  the  aorta,  or  jerking. 

perhaps  both.  March  2d.  —  Impulse    of   heart  greater 
Samuel  Inglis,  let.  18,  was  admitted  on  about  two  inches  below  and  to  the  sternal 
the  11th  of  July,  1B40,  with  a  severe  attack  side  of  left  nipple.     Acute  filing  sound  stSU 
of  acute  rheumatism  in  several  of  the  large  heard  very  distinctly  in  the  situntion  for- 
joints  of  five^  days'  duration.   Two  years  ago  merly  described   to  be  tumefied,  but  the 
he  was  nine  months  in  this  infirmary  with  tumefaction  was  now  gone,  although  there 
rheumatism,  and  what  was  believed  to  be  was  still  a  slight  thrill  observable,  and  the 
pericarditis,  accompanied  with  effusion ;  was  sound  was  inaudible  when  he  turned  to  the 
readmitted  for  another  attack  a  year  ago,  right  side.    The  rasping  bruit  was  heard 
and  recovered  in  about  three  months ;   after  most   distfaictly  between    left   nipple    and 
which  he  eiqoyed  tolerable  health  till  within  sternum,  and  also  a  Iitaetiiftriorly,and.di»- 
a  few  days  before  his  present  admission,  tinctly  under  left  daviide,.  but  not  very  loud. 
His  recent  attack,  in  addition  to  the  rheu-  It  was  not  perceptible  in  right  chest  ante- 
matic  inflammation,  was  characterised  by  riorly.     Pain  much  less  on  turning  from 
urgent  dyspnoea,  palpitation,  slight  cough,  left  to  right  side,  or  in  shifting  his  position 
percussion  of  precordial  region  extended ;  from  the  sitting  to  the  recumbent  posture, 
impulse  of  heart  increased,  seen  over  a  large  Numerous  sonorous  and  sibUant  ronchi  are 
space,  and  greatest  in  cardiac  region  when  heard  nearly  over  whole  chest,  and  some 
in  the  horizontal  posture,  but  on  turning  to  crepitation  in  left  back.     Expectoration  a 
the  left  si^  the  impulse  was  also  found  to  semi-transparent,  stmiewhat  tenacious  fluid, 
incline  more  to  that  side ;  sounds  of  heart  Pulse  84,   moderate,   not  jerking ;  tongue 
are  loud,  and  second  was  accompanied  with  white,  moist;  dyspnoea  much  less;  urine  rather 
an  acute  rasping  or  filing  bruit,  which  was  scanty ;  slight  salivation.    His  improvement 
heard  over  the  greater  part  of  chest  ante-  continued,  and  he  was  dismissed  on  the  20tfa 
riorly  and  posteriorly  on  both  sides  of  spine,  of  April;  there  being  at  this  time  no  acute 
resembling  a  souffle.     There  was  a  drcum-  filmg  sound  in  the  situation  formerly  alluded 
scribed  devation  in  left  side,  about  two  to,  bnt  in  its  place  there  was  a  distinct 
Inches  in  diameter,  nearly  two  indies  bdow  sawing  murmur ;  the  impidse  of  heart  was 
and  external  to  nipple,  in  which  the  impulse  much  less,  although  a  very  considerable  jerk 
of  heart  was  very  considerable,  and  which  was  still  observable  with  the  eye.    He  coidd 
was  particularly  elevated  at  each  pulsation,  now  lay  with  ease  upon  his  right  side.  Pulse 
resembling  a  pretty  loud  whistle,  and '  it  80,  rather  fbll,  and  slighliy  jerking,  and 
seemed  to  accompany  both  sounds  of  the  rheumatic  pains  were  enSrdy  gone, 
heart.     It  was  most  distinctlv  heard  when  It  is  quite  obrious  from  tibe  history  of 
the  patient  inclined  considerably  to  the  left  this  case  that  the  musical  sounds  which 
aide ;  but  when  he  was  made  to  turn  to  ^  occur  in  bronchitis  had  no  eoncend  in  the 
right  it  completely  disappeared.    Both  sides  production  of  the  peculiar  whistling  murmur 
of  chest  measured  equally  around  the  cardiac  which  was  heard  in  a  circumscribed  q^vt  of 
region,  vis.   17|  inches.    A  loud   souflle  our  patient's  chest;  for  the  bronchitis  was 
aooompanied  the  pulsations  of  the  abdominal  very  slight  during  the  period  that  it  was 
aorta  throughout  its  whole  extent.    Pulse  audible,  and  alter  the  inflammatton  of  the 
100,  tolerably  full,  and  jerking.    There  was  bronchial  tubes  became  severe  its  character 
no    sign,  at  that    period,  indicating    any  was  altered.    Besides,  the  holding  of  the 
particular  disease  in  the  lungs,  pleura,  or  breath,  or  a  suspension  of  the  respiratory 
bronchic.     On  the  18th  of  February,  that  process,  had  no  effect  in  modifying  or  sus- 
is,  about  a  week  after  his  admission,  the  pending  it.     How,  then,  is    tilie  peculiar 
whistling  sound  was  gone,  and  in  its  place  whistle  to  be  accounted  for  ?    The  analysis 
there  ensted  an  acute  filing  bruit,  such  as  is  of  this  case  is  rendered  somewhat  obscure 
produced  by  a  file  acting  upon  a  saw,  while  frY)m  there  being  two  daases  of  symptoms 
the  rasp  was  very  loud  to  the  right  of  left  present ;    viz.,  first,  those   depending  on 
nipple,  lliere  was  also  a  change  in  his  decu-  chronic  disease  of  the  heart,  viz.  the  rasping 
bitns ;  for  on  his  admission  it  was  on  dther  bruit,  indicating  valvular  or  other  disease, 
side,  while  at  this  period  he  ooold  only  lay  perhaps  of  the  aorta,  and  increased  and  ax- 
on the  left  side,  and  on  attempting  to  turn  tended  impulse,  indioiting  hypertrophy  with 
to  the  right,  and  also  in  dianging  his  position  dilatation.    Second,  acute  symptoms  super- 
fiom  the  sitting  to  the  recumbent  posture,  vening  upon  these,  after  an  attack  of  acute 
an  extremdy  acute  lancinating  pain  was  felt  rheumatism,viz.urgent  dyspnaea,palpitation, 
in  region  of  heart.  There  were  also  numerous  anxigus  countenance,  decubitus  on  left  side, 
,  sonorous  and  sibilant  rhonchi  heard  in  left  and  acute  lancinating  pain  on  turning  to 
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riglit ;  -a  jerking  impulse  in  cardiac  paridtes,  it  was  valTular,  or  otker  diaeaaBv  probably  of 

a  qaick  jerking  palM,  a  circular  elevation  in  tiie  aorta,  or  aneurism  of  tbat  vessel.    There 

left  side,  where  a  peculiar  whistling,  and  were  several  circumstances,  however,  which, 

afterwards  ^an  acute  filing  bruit  was  heard,  when  conjoined  with  the  symptoms  emmic 

and   where    impulse    of    heart    was    very  rated,  were  calculated  to  excite  a  suspicion 

considerable.  of  aneurism,  viz.,  pain  and  feding  oi  weight 

Are  tbiese  last  signs  sufficient  to  warrant  and  constriction  in  epigastrium,   shooting 

us  in  assigning  the  disease,  under  which  our  along  sternum  to  top  of  chest,  difficulty  of 

patient  laboured,  to  be  pericarditis  or  en*  swallowing,  and  feeling  of  oonstrictioo  or 

doearditis?     We  are  inclined  to  think  that  obstniction  at  top  of  sternum,  to  which  may 

both  of  theseaifectioi  IS  existed.   The  whistling  be  added  the   souffle  in  abdominal  aorta, 

and  acute  filing  bruit  probably  depended  Authors  differ  considerably  respecting  the 

on  inflammation  existing  in  the  left  cavity  signs  of  aortic  aneurism, 

of  the  heart ;   for  it  was  heard  only  in  the  Dr.  Hope  considers  the  following  as  con* 

extreme  left  of  the  cardiac  region  and  was  dusive  of  the  existence  of  aneurian : — 

not  propagated  along  the  course  of  the  Urge  '*  1.  The  first  anenrismal  soond,  coin* 

vessels  ;  while,  when  the  heart  was  removed  dding  with  the  pulse,  is  invariably  louder 

from  contact  with  the  ribs  of  left  side,  by  than  the   healthy  ventricular   sound,    and 

the  patient's  turning  to  right  side,  the  sound  generally  than  the  most  considerable  bellows 

was  altogether  inaudible  in  any  region  of  murmur. 

the  chest.     It  would  seem,  fitnn  this  last  2.  The  aneuiismal  sound,  firom  its  aovroe 

circumstance,  that  the  heart  either  acquired  towards  the  region  of  the  heart,  is  found  to 

a  close  proximity  to  the  ribs,  for  the  pro-  decrease  progressively, 

duotion  of  this  sound,  or  that  the  part  of  3.  The  second  sound  actually  does  aus- 

this  organ  from  which  it  proceeded  was  so  tain  this  progressive  augmentatioa  on  ad- 

f^  removed  firom  the  sphere  of  the  steChos-  vandng  towards  the  heart,  &e. 

cope    (by  the  change  of  position),   that  it  4.  Anenrismal  pulsation  is  a  deep  hoojne 

eonld  not  be  communicated.      Upon  the  tone  of  abort  duration,  louder  than  the  moat 

whole,  then,  it  appears  that  musical  mur-  considerable  bellows  murmur  of  the  heart, 

murs  in  the  heart,    such  as  cooing    and  resembling  the  rasping  of  a  aoniiding  board 

whistling,  may   be  occasioned  by  various  from  a  distance.     The  bellows  munnor  of 


diseases ;  such  as,  first,  disease  of  the  aorta    the  heart  is  soft  and  prolonged,  with  a  gndnai 
without  valvular  aSioction,  as  in  the  two  first    swell  and  fell." 


eases  detailed ;  seeond,  disease  of  the  mitrai  We  were  unable  to  verify  all  of  these 

^ve,  as  in  the  ease  related  by  Dr.  Elhotson,  in  our  patient ;  but  from  this  we  do  not,  by 

and,  perhaps,  in  the  case  we  last  detailed ;  any  means,  intend  to  insinuate  diat  they  are 

and,   third,  in  regurgitant  disease  of  the  not  generally  applicable;   for  Dr.   Hope's 

aortic  valves,  ^  stated  by  authors.     And  powers  in  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  in  the 

need  we  be  astonished  that  these  different  chest  are  well  known  and  aeknowlodged. 

diseases  should  be  concerned  in  the  produc-  The  disgnostic  symptoms  of  aneurism,  in  this 

tion  of  muncal  murmurs,  when  all  of  them  case,  must  have  been  necessarily  very  nmch 

are  ascertained  to  be  productive  of  cardiac  obscured  by  two  causes ;  first,  by  the  knd 

sounds,  and  when  we  reflect  how  die  qualities  cooing  murmurwhich  accompanied  the  sounds 

of  the  murmur  must  vary  according  to  the  of  the  heart ;  and,  second,  tiie  small  aiSBs  and 

size,   form,  structure,  &c.  of  the  diseased  deep  seat  of  the  anenrismal  tumor  must  haive 

parts,  as  well  as  acc»rding  to  the  greater  rendered  the  sounds  less  loud  than  if  it  had 

or  less  impulse  of  the  fluid  which  passes  over  been    large  and    more    superficial.      The 

them?  following    remarks    of   Dr.    Williams   a»e 

JHagnogu  of  Aneurism,  —  Should    the  agreeable  to  our  experience : — ''  That  on  the 

symptoms,  in  the  case  first  detailed,  have  whole,  although  various  circumstances  anqr 

warranted  us  in  setting  it  down  as  one  of  be  taken  into  account,  so  as  to  form  a  pretty 

anawism,  or  one  of  diseased  heart  ?    There  correct  opinion,  we  are  still  without  any  «f 

was  pretty  distinct  evidence  of  hypertrophy ;  those  simple  and  certain  diagnostic  marks 

but,  so  far  as  the  other  symptoms  connected  which  may  be  obtained  in  other  diseaaea  of 

with  the  heart  and  aorta  were  concemedi  no  the  chest."    The  following  k  a  cam  where 

absolute  conclusion  could  be  drawn  from  the  symptoms  of  aortic  aneurism  wew  vwy 

them.      Hie  rasping  and  cooing  murmur  distinct,   and  in  widch  both  sounds  ware 

was,  no  doubt,  heard  over  the  larger  portion  louder  in  die  aneurismal  tumors  than  in  the 

of  the  chest,  both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  region  of  the  heart : — 

but  the  impulse  was  not  so  great  in  any  James  Keaa,  Kt.  50,  tailor,  admitted' 1  Mi 

situation  as  in  the  cardiac  retgion ;  the  sound  Oct.  1839,  complains  of  ooitetant  and^stvcre 

was  also  uniformly  double,  and  not  more  pain  in  fhmt  of  chest,  thooting  to'  back, 

loud  or  coarsa  in  the  direction  of  the  large  head,  and  along  arms,  accompanied  in  latttr 

vessels.     It  was,  therefon;,  impossibks.Jfrom  organs  by  a  sense  of  weight  and  nua^binii, 

these  circumstances,  to  determine  whether  paipiUtion,djsp»oea,  which  isModxincrtMd 
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en  exertion  ^  and  oocnn  in  severe  paroxjrsnia.  loftt  weak.      He   now   hed   fcniidffBel^ 

Oocaaional  headache^  Tertigo»  hcmoptym,  anMarca  of   whole  body*  and  waai  mvicb 

cmnps  in  nraades  of  neck,  sleep  much  di»-  weaker*  and  left  the  house  on  the  20th  ApniJt 

tuHied ;  pnlse  90»  small,  and  regular;  tongue  the  anasarca  being  ^ery  great  at  Ubat  tiUHW 

wlnte ;  bowels  regular ;   skin  cool ;  sweate  but  the  constriction  of  the  ^est  andtiaipiUiie 

ecuMndevaUy  ;     decubitus     on    right    side,  of  the  tumors  were  rather  less. 
About   middle  of  sternum,  a  Utile  to  its        In  this  case  there  are  very  positive  signs 

right  side,  there  is  situated  a  soft  pulsating  of  aneurism  existing.    There  are  two  pul- 

tamor,  nearly  the  size  of  a  walnut,  which  sating  tumors  towards  the  right  side  of  the 

disappears   on  pressure,    but  immediately  chest,  in  the  region  of  the  ardi  of  the  aorta, 

returns.     A  similar  tumor  is  situated  be-  in  both  of  which  there  is  u  strong  impulse, 

tween  the  second  and  third  ribs  of  right  greater  than  that  of  the  heart  in  cardiac 

side,  about  an  inch  from  the  former.    The  region,  and  accompanied   with    a    double 

portions  of  sternum  and  rib  in  the  immediate  rasping  mnnnur.    The  same  murmur,  hot 

vicinity  of  tumors  seems  to  be  absorbed,  with  less  impulse,  is  heaid  at  the  top  of 

The  whole  of  cardiac   region    is    slightly  sternum,  above  both  daviclea,  but  louder  upon. 

tumefied,  and  there  is  extended  dnlness  of  the  right  side.     It  is  also  heard  double  in 

percussioB  in  that  situation.       Sounds  of  right  supra*seapular  region,  and  a  aouffle  is 

heart  in  cardiac  region  are  regular,  not  loud,  hrard  in  femoral  and  brachial  arteries.     He 

and  sound  is  accompanied  by  a  very  alight  has  also  most  of  the  general  signs  of  aneurism, 

souffle.     A  very  strong  rough  souffle  acoom-  such  as  pain  and  oonstriction  of  the  chest, 

panying  both  sounds,  partjeubuiy  the  first,  &e.    It  may  also  be  remarked  that,  in  this 

OTer  tumors,  at  the  upper  part  of  sternum  case,  the  first  sound  of  tumors  waa  much 

and  clavidct  particularly  over  clavicle  of  loudier  and  harsher  than  first  sound  of  heart, 

right  side.    A  similar  sound,  though  leas  and  impulse  greater,  and  that  the  second 

intense,    is  heard  along  carotid,  brachial,  sound  of  tumors  was  somewhat  louder  than 

jmd  femoral  arteries,   but    no  perceptible  second  sound  of  heart.     During  the  febrile 

sound  is  discovered  along  abdominal  aorta,  attack,  which  he  laboured  under  for  about 

He  dates  his  illness  from  an  inflammatory  ten  days  in  February,  the  impulse  in  both 

attack  which  he  laboured  under  about  three  tumors,  as  well  as  in  the  cardiac  region,  was 

years  and  a  half  ago.    First  complained  of  greatly  increased,  although  the  rasp  was  oonr 

palpitation,  oppression  of  praeoordia,  &o.  siberably  obacuied.     During  its  progress, 

about  eighteen  months  ago,  and  about  a  year  and  particularly  about  ita  termination,  the 

agothestemal  tumor  first  nude  its  appearance  first  formed  tumor  was  observed  to  be  much 

efter  gratt  exertion  in  lifting  a  heavy  weight,  thinner  in  iti  parietes,  particularly  at  Its 

end  the  other  in  about  eight  or  nine  months  suoBut,  and  it  communicated  to  the  finger 

afterwards.  the  sensation  as  if  there  was  nothing  but  a 

13th    Feb.    1840. — According    to    the  very  thin  piece  of  integument  iutenrening. 

report  taken  at  that  time  the  first  sound  of  We  have  np  doubt  that  the  temporary  in- 

tumors  is  louder,  and  impulse  is  greater  in  creased  acCien  of  the  heart  and  arteries  had 

left  than  in  right,  and  in  both  are  stronger  augmented  the  ulcerative  absorption  which 

than  in  region  of  heart.     Second  sound  is  is  constantly  going  on  in  sadi.  cases,  and,  if 

pretty  similar  in  both  tumors,  and  appears  ithadcontinnied  much  longer,  would  speedily 

aomewhat  louder  than  in  cardiac  region,  have  terminated  the  patient's  life  by  the 

A  doable  rasping  seuffie  is  heard  nearly  over  bursting  of  the  tumor  externally.    When, 

whole  of  right  anterior  chesty  less  distinctly  in  however,  the  circulation  became    weaker, 

upper  part  of  left ;  also  very  distinctly  above  both  the  sounds  and  impulse  of  the  tumors 

right  davide  at  top  of  sternum,  but  a  very  were  much  diminished,  so  that  it  is  probable 

sl^it  souffle  above  left  clavicle.    A  slight  he  may  die  from  the  efiects  of  the  dropsy 

donbie    rasp   ia   heard    in    supra-ecapi^  and  the  other  disease  of  the  system,  hehpe 

.region,  but  not  distinctly  in  other  paita  of  either  of  the  tumors  ulcerate  externally.     . 
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beck ;   pulse  fi8,  moderate,  and  similar  in 

both  radial  arteries.     He  was  aflTected  with  ^,^    *,^»**,*,*««^.^^  ^w,  » 

diarrhom  and  febrfle  symptoms,  on  the  22d  MR.  WARBURTON'S  BILL, 

February,  and,  as  some  slight  alteration  in  

the  signs  occurred,  we  shaU  quote  the  report  'fb  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

talaen  on  the  8th  March.    Sounds  in  tumor 

doujUe,iare  «seompanied  with  a  slight  souffle,  ^^^> 

particularly  the  first,  but  no  rasp,  and  are  You  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my  correcting 

h»th  Jooder  than .  in   cardiac  region.     A  an  error  you  have,  like  many  otiiera*  fUlen 

rasping  bruit,  however,  was  heard  at  top  of  into,   with  regard  to   the  circumstance  of 

sternum  and  above  right  clavicle,  accompany-  Messrs.  Hawes's  andWakley's  names  ap- 

iagtfirsbjonnd.     Both  sounds  of  heart  were  peering  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Warburton's 

faesrd  in  upper  part  of  back  near  spine,  but  .MedicalJBill. 

ao^  aovoiBpaiu^by  «uiy  mnnnur ;  pulse  90,  .     Had  we  been  lawyers  instead  of  'medioal 
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•mtkt,"wtthioviAn0im^  ta  have  been  ffhs-  ttrabiimiift  "Wfts   pcrfbrui^d  on  April   7tb. 

sled  at  tlM  aeemfng  abflurditj  of  **  three  1840,  &e.  and  that  this  operation  is  the  next 

meadMrt  of  Che  House  of  Commons  agreeing  earliest  on  record  to  those    of   Profemor 

ta  bvfng  in  jointly  a  certain  measure/  and,  Dieffenhach/'    Words  to  the  same  eife<*t 

before  it  has  even  passed  its  first  stage,  sepa-  are  used  in  the  preface  to  his  trealSse,  with 

vfltangaadftMrmiBf  three  distiBct  ptfties."  the  additional  vaxmt — "whatever  merit  at- 

In  order, then,  to  set  tfaiB  Biatter  straight,  ta^es  to  the* fact  of  being  the  first  surgeon 

and  give  to  the  parties  that  deserve  it  dw  to  peiftiitn  it  in  thn  eoaatry,  that  merit  I 

b^ame  or  credit  attached  to  the  introdnc-  hnmbly    yet    distinctly    ehdm."       Similar 

tion  of  this  said  Medical  Profession  Bill,  the  statements  are  farther  to   be   read  In  Ibe 

medical  public  should  be  made  aware  that  it  first  and  fifth  numbers  of  the  Provincial 

is  solely  due  to  Mr.  Warbnrton,  and  that  the  Medical  and  Suiigical  Journal, 

names  of  Messrs.  Hawes  and  Wakley  have  Now,  sir,  these  assertions  and  claims  of 

been  placed  there  by  Mr.  Warburton,  because  Mr.  Lucas  are  in  direct  variance  with  the 

the  forms  of  the  house  require  that  at  least  first  report  of  his  cases,  which  appeared  in 

twanii—i  nhnnhl  be  npoa  the  back  of  every  the  Lancet,  April  18th,  1840,  from  which  I 

hiK  inftndBBad.  wiJL  qfMte  thoae  pasngea  which  flady  con- 


Measrs.  Hawea  and  Wakley  hsre  had  no  ttwfiafehii  pnant  aiHtliHit    ^ 

more  hand  in  the  oontrivance  and  composi-  ing  cases  prove  that  Bfitltir  suigcasa 

tion  of  this  said  Bill  than  his  Holiness  the  already  applied  this  beautiful  and  simple 

Pope   of  Rome  had,  and  they  have  both  operation  to  the  cure  of  strabismus.'*  Here- 

publicly  declared  that  they  neither  of  them  upon  follows  the    report    of   Mr.   Lacas, 

aaw  or  beard  a  line  of  the  BUI  until  after  it  wherein  he  says,  ''  The  success  which  at- 

was  printed ;    so  that  when,  in  this  week's  tended  the  operations  (of  Prof.  Dieffenbach) 

Oazkttb,  you  state  that  it  was  brought  in  induced  me  to  repeat  them  on  the  /Irfi 

conjointly  by  the  three  gentlemen,  many  of  oeeations  which   presented    themselves    to 

your  readers  might  (quite  unintentionally  on  me."     He  now  relates  what  he  himself  dia- 

your  part)  be  led  into  a  serious  eiror  by  tinctly  calls  his  CSste  the  firtt,  and  at  tiie 

your  observations.  head  of  the  paragraph  wherein  he  describes 

Messrs.  Hawea's  and  Wakley's  names  are  the  operation  he  begins  with  the  date  April 

only  to  be  taken  as  assenting  to  the  general  11th,  1840,  clearly  contradicting  his  latter 

principle  that  some  reform  is  required,  not  statement  as  regards  tiie  dates, 

a  particle  of  which,  however,  is  to  be  disco-  Mr.  Lucas,  in  a  subsequent  number  of 

vend  in  Mr.  Warburton's  Bill,  and  had  you,  the  Lancet,  states  that    he   first   became 

Mr.  Editor,  had  a  seat  in  the  House,  Mr.  acquainted  with  DiefTenbach's  new  operation 

Warburton  would  very  probaUy  have  quite  by  means  of  the  translation  from  the  Berlin 

as  unceremoniously  placed  your  name  upon  Medicinische  Zeituxig,  in  the  British  and 

the  BiU.  Foreign  Medical  Review  for  April  1840.    I, 

How  lur  such  a  custom  in  the  House  of  on  the  other  hand,  read  Dieflfenhaoh's  origi- 

Commons,  as  has  thus  led  so  many  of  us  into  nal  account  in  the  beginning  of  February 

error,  is  desirable,  it  is  not  for  me  to  decide ;  1840  ;  but  certsinly  did  not  immediately 

suffice  it  to  say  it  is  well  calculated  to  puizle  proceed  to  operate  upon  a  human  being, 

the  brotherhood  of  "  butchers,  bakers,  and  as  I  wished  first  to  convince  myself  of  oer- 

medical  men.'*— >I  am,  sir,  tain  points  regarding  the  healing  process  of 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  divided  muscles,  and  of  the  best  and 

VsBiTAe.  simplest  mode  of  conducting  the  operation, 

London,  Nov.  9d,  1640.  by  making  my  first  experiments  on  «niinftl« 

[It  certainly  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  •"*  on  the  dead  subject.    Thus  well  pro- 

uninitiated  to  find  printed  on  the  Bill  the  P"®***  ^  operated  on  my  two  first  cases  on 

words  "  Prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  ^P^^  ^^^»    ^^40,  and   consequently  not 

Warburton,  Mr.  Wakley,  snd  Mr.  Hawes."  I*  «P«riendng  great  difllcnlties  hi  perform- 

However,  we  readily  believe  that  the  two  jng  **»  operation,"  as  Mr.  hofiaa  observes 

bitter  gentlemen  had  notWng  to  do  with  it.—  ™  ^  »o*«  **"*  *»  did,  I  neitfaer  then,  nor 

Ed.  Gaz.I  ^^  ^y  °^  ™7  subsequent  cases,  found  the 

slightest  necessity  for  "the  blunt  hook  for 

passing  beneath  the  tendon  of  the  muscle.'' 

OPERATION  FOR  STRABISMUS.  My  preHmmary  experiments,  together  with 

my  first  two  cases,  were  published  in  the 
Mbdical  Gazbtts,  April  17th,  1840. 


To  tke  Bditw  qftke  Medietd  Gazette.  1^^  •^▼e  facts,  based  upon  publications 

appearing  inunediately  after  the  first  per- 

^'^>  formanoe  of  the  operation  in  this  ooofltry, 

In  the  last  number  of  your  journal  .you    as  well  as  the  testimony  In  my  fhvour  of  the 

have  inserted  a  short  note  of  Mr.  Lucas's,  in    Dublin  Med.  Press,  April  29th,  and  the 

which  be  says,  **  that  his  first  operation  for    Med.  Chiruig.  Review,  for  July  1840,'give 
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clear  and  deoi4ve  tvidenoe  againit  the  re-  -teBbid  by  a  eoJntkm  of  barie  atttato  ,tl  laad. 

peated  assertion  of  Mr.<Lncaa,  now  brought  This  turbidity  baa  been  aacribed  to  ita  aon- 

forward  more  than  six  months    after   the  taining  free  carbonic  acid ;  but  it  ia  much 

original  statement,  and  are  irrefi^table  proofs  more  probable  that  it  rasnlta  firom  the  pre- 

tbat  to  my  two  operations  beloogs  the  merit  aence  of  carbonate  of  ammonia.    MoatweUa 

of  priority  of  performance  and  of  publica-  c  etain  nitrate  aalts,  fonaad  from  animal 

tion.     The    reason  why    Mr.   Lucas  now  remains  deposited  on  the  aurfMe  of  the 

attempts  to  substitute  an  earlier  date  to  his  earth,  and  whose  soluble  oonstitnenta  gra- 

iirat  case  is  very  evident ;  but  such  attempts,  dually  sink  into  the  strata  of  the  soil  with 

however  often  repeated,  and  however  auc-  the  rain  water,  and  render  the  water  of  the 

cessful  they  may  be  with  verbal  assertions,  wells  impure.     Among  these  soluble  conatf 

have  no  power  over  printed  facts,  and  can  tuenta  ia  a  small  portion  of  nitrate  o#  4m- 

have  no  weight  with  the  unprejudiced,  who,  monia,  which  is  decomposed  by  tha  double 

afier  a  fair  consideration  of  facts,  judge  with  carbonate  of  lime  formed  ia  wtter  during 

accuracy  and  justice.     As  you,  Mr.  Editor,  distillation,  and  passes  OfCr  with  the  water, 

are  of  the  latter  class,  and  if  you  do  not 


think  thia  note  against  medical  etiquette,  I 
trust  to  your  liberality  for  its  early  insertion 
in  your  valuable  journal, — and  remain,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Augustus  Fbaitz,  Bf.D» 

If,  GeMen  Square. 
Nov.  9,  1840. 

VACCINATION  FOR  A  SHILUNO. 


SALADS. 

Salad  heiiia  as»  cMttig  and  refreriiing. 
Tiny  eoiTact  the  pntresoent  tendency  of 
aniaud  food,  and  are  antiscorbutic.  Salads 
are,  at  any  rate,  a  harmless  luxury  where 
tfaey  agree  with  the  stomach ;  and  though 
they  afford  little  nourishment  of  themselves, 
they  make  a  pleasant  addition  to  otilier 
aliments,  and  a  graoefiil  appearance  on  the 
dinner-table. 

Leihtcet  of  the  different  sorts,*  or  ioiad  as 
it  is  often  called,  is  the  principal  ingredient 

It  should  be 


To  ike  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazetie. 

Sin, 

Now  the  profession  is  on  the  gut  vive,  with  »  ^of  l^^^f  ^f^l 
Inference  to  the  bringing  into  operation  the  <»f^y  blandied  and  eaten  young  5  when 
new  Vaccinatfon  Bm,  I  /eel  every  deviation  ;»?•  its  jmccs  become  acnmonious  and  hurt- 
ttom  the  ordinary  course  should  be  recorded  ""•  .  Lettnce  poiiaesses  soponfie  f^^f 
in  the  pobUc  joumahi.  Where  I  reside,  in  wid  is  recommended  as  a  supper  artide  to 
the  pari^i  of  St.  Mary's,  Newington,  the    bad  alecpcrs,  .  .  ^ 

Board  of  Guardians  has  liberally  offered  the  ^f^i^'  ^"^  y?'"*'  *"  J^  ^™ 
■ttttof  one  shilling  per  head  for  vacccination :  coojng,  but  a  vwy  few  days  change  their 
tUv  you  will  not  feel  suprised  at,  but  would  o^*™'  ™  ""T  become  woody  rad  aond  ; 
ywibelievethatthreemen,  calling  themselves  ^*'*^?°'  ^®^  y**"^  ™y  "'*«*'*  ^  ^ 
respectsble  members  of  the  profiession,  have    •c"y*d. 

aetnaUy  come  forward  and  sccepted  it  ?  ^S^^/^  muitard  sre  cordial  and  gimte- 
Their  names  I  give  (Enoch  D.  Howitt,  ^'  «^  ^  •»  agreerfile  pungency  ;  ^and 
5,  Apollo  Buildings,  Walworth;  Richard  w*«y,  when  young ^d  property  bl^died, 
Prior.  9,  Mariborough  PUce,  Walworth ;  ^J  J*»  P««^  ^^^  fl*^f ^^  contributes 
William  Henry  Dry.  Trinity  Terrace,  Dover  ™«*  ^  ^^  Evdyn  odhi  "  harmony  m  the 
'       '  composure  of  a  Ballet." 

A  variety  of  other  herbs  mingle  in  ftdl 
well-selected  salads,  such  as  sorrel,  young 
onions,  cucumbers,  tomatas,  endive,  radish 
leaflets,  &c.  Many  wild  herbs  were  formerly 
employed,  and  are  still  used  on  the  continent 
and  in  America,  as  saladings.  *  a  ♦ 
Never  make  a  salad.till  near  the  dinner- 
hour,  as  it  wUl  flatten  and  lose  its  light 
Da.  Hbbnbtxld  has  drawn  the  attention  of  appearance  by  standing.  Foreigners  call 
chemists  to  the  existence  of  a  substance  in  many  things  salads  we  would  merely  reckon 
distiUed  water,  which  has  hitherto  been  un-  cold»  little,  dressed  dishes.  Aa  this  may 
known,  though  it  probably  often  occurs,  produce  a  confusion  of  ideas  in  the  young 
vis.  carbonate  of  ammonia.  If  well-water  housekeeper  we  notice  it  here.  Our  ances- 
be  used  for  distillation,  that  which  passes  tors  hsd  thq^Hine  notion  of  wlftt  MiUt* 
over  possesses,  as  has  long  been  known  were  that  the  French  still  retun^—Meg 
(espeoaUy  at  the  beginning  of  the  distilla-  I}od§'  Cookery. 
Ito)y  tlya  property  of  being  rendered  very  — ^ 


Street,)  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 
I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  T.  Daryill. 
1,  JktaU  Row,  Walworth, 
Nov.  s.  iMa 
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RETntEMENT  OP   DR.  CAR8WELL 

FROM  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE. 

De.  CABawBLL  having  been  appointed  phy- 
sician to  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  has  sent 
in  hia  resignation  as  Professor  of  Morbid 
anatomy  in  Unirersity  College,  and  as  Phy- 
aieian  to  the  HospitaL  On  Dr.  Carswell's 
retirement  being  known,  a  laige  meeting  of 
the  students  took  place,  at  which  it  was 
onanimoQsly  voted  to  present  an  address  to 
him,  expressing  their  deep  regret  at  the  loss 
of  his  services,  and  their  adminitioQ  of  his 
character  as  an  eminent  cultivator  of  medi- 
cal science,  as  a  teacher,  and  as  a  man. — 
Lancet, 

SUCCESSION  OF  IDEAS. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the 
state  of  dreaming  involves  a  more  rapid 
course  of  ideas  through  the  mind  ;  a  vague 
notion  however,  as  every  thing  that  relates 
to  the  ctfvot  0P9tpwr  seems  destined  to  be, 
and  seemingly  incapable  of  proof.  All  that 
we  can  affirm  here  is,  tiiat  the  transitions 
are  more  frequent  and  abrupt  than  in  the 
waking  state,  when  the  regulation  of  the 
will  is  present ;  and  that,  as  respects  rapidity 
in  the  succession  of  thoughts,  it  is  probably 
as  various  during  sleep  as  at  other  times. 
The  evidence  of  such  variation  while  we  are 
awake  is  much  more  decisive.  We  derive 
it  from  consciousness  in  ourselves,  and 
observation  of  the  minds  of  others  ;  and 
we  are  frequently  able  to  apply  a  certain 
measure  to  these  mental  chioiges  by  their 
relation  to  things  without. 

One  particular  topic,  rising  out  of  this 
general  view,  has  not  been  so  much  con* 
sidered,  as  its  interesting  nature,  and  relation 
to  all  the  mental  functions,  might  have 
rendered  likely.  This  is  the  variation  in 
the  Acuity  of  the  mind  of  holding  one  single 
image,  or  thought,  continuously  before  it,  as 
the  subject  of  contemplation.  The  limit  to 
this  faculty  in  all  men  is  certain  and  obvious, 
and  in  most  cases  narrower  than  is  generally 
supposed.  The  persistmg  retention  of  the 
same  idea  manifestly  exhausts  the  mind,  and 
the  effort  persevered  in  beyond  a  given  time 
does  often  more  speedily  dissipate  it.  But 
nevertheless,  the  power  as  to  time  is  very 
different  in  different  individuals,  is  suscep- 
tible of  cultiratiott,  and,  if  cultivated,  with 
care  not  to  produce  exhaustion  in  the  diset- 
pline,  becomes  a  source  of  some  of  Hbt 
highest  excellencies  of  our  moral  and  intel- 
lectual nature.  It  stands  contrasted  with 
that  desultory  and  powerless  strte  of  mind 
which  is  unaUe  to  r4;ulate  its  own  workings, 
or  to  retain  the  thought  ^edly  on  points 
most  essential  to  the  objects  of  it. — Dr, 
Holland'8  Medical  Notes  and  Meftections, 


SPEEDY    AND  CERTAIN   RUBEFA- 
CIENT AND  VESICANT. 

Ds.  Fbhb,  of  Ounddfingen,  frequently 
uses  the  following  means  with  a  beneficial 
result: — ^Bruised  cantharides,  concentrated 
acetic  acid,  and  alcohol,  of  eadi  four  ounces. 
Digest  for  several  days,  and  stiain.  The 
fluid  to  be  applied  on  Unen,  or  by  rubbing.—* 
Pommere  Zeitechrift,  Bd.  i.  g.  H3. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OKNTLBMBN  ADMITTKD  Mill  BBAS. 

Friday^  October  30,  1840. 

C.  Fox.  — D.  C.  Clark.— W.  Goolden.— A. 
Prichard.  — W.  Hilbers.— W.  Ffniay.  — R.  L. 
Slc^t.— F.  8.  Cornish.— J.  C.  Christophers.— 
F.  w.  Towle.— F.  W.  Casson. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBMTI.B1CBN  WHO  HATB  BBCBITBD 

CBBTIFICATB8. 

Thuredayt  October  29,  1840. 

W.  C.  Freer,  Birmingham.  —  G.  B.  Stanrer, 
Fleet,  Lincolnshire.— T.  B.  Ireland,  Ormskirk, 
Lancashire.— Thomas  Hastings,  Longham,  Nor- 
folk.—B.  O.  W.  Whitehouse,  Liverpool.  —  R. 
Counsellor,  Durham.— O.  Andrews,  Cuiterbnry. 
—J.  Trottctr,  Coleford,  Gloucestershire.— God- 
frey  Saunders,  Maidstone,  Kent. 
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jrip/a/EDUONTON,Za/t#iMle51»37'32"iV. 
Longitude  0*  3'  51"  W,  rf  Greenwich. 


Oct. 

TtfBBMOMBTBa. 

• 

DABOlfBTBB. 

'Wednesday  38 

fh>n]  81  to  45 

S9<I0  to  99*38 

Thursday  .  99 

87      47 

29*99      99  89 

Friday    .  .  80 

88      51 

99-44      99'M 

Bstnrday  .  SI 

86      51 

39-50      99*68 

Nov. 

Sanday  .  .    1 

83      58 

29*58      99*86 

Monday.  .    ) 

44       54 

99^44      99*50 

Tuesday   .    8 

44      55 

99-49      99-89 

Wind  S.  on  the  30th ;  8.B.  on  the  29th  nit.  and 
three  foUowinjr  days.  The  9d  inst.  S.  in  the 
morning,  and  auE.  in  the  afternoon  and  evenfaig. 
N.E.  on  the  8d. 

On  the  38th  gettevmlly  clear,  rain  felt  dwfnf^ 
the  mornint;  -,  the  29th  ciendy  aad  frequent 
showers  -,  the  80thy  morning  overcast,  otherwise 
clear ;  the  31st  alt.  generally  clear ;  the  1st  inst. 
a  general  overcast,  rain  in  the  evening :  the  9d 
clear,  except  the  memier,  rain  with  MsalerOns 
wind ;  the  8d  generally  cioody. 

Rain  fallen, -575  of  an  inch. 

No^BMBBB  M^kOBS.-^We  have  tonaiflBd 

our  readers,  that  the  next  periodic  fall  of  these 

phenomena  may  be  exiMcted  to  take  place  fsan 

the  nth  to  the  ISth  of  the  present  month. 

—  * — ' — 1* 

NOTICE. 

We  have  to  apologize  to  many  oorre- 
apoadents  for  the-  delay  of  their  commun^ 
cations.  We  shall  make  room  for  a  consi- 
derable nnmber  of  them  next  week. 


WiLSOM  8e  OoiavT,  57,  Skinner  Street,  LsntfOM. 
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LECTURES  our  estimate  of  disease  we  must  often  take 

^„  „.,.  into  account  the  functions  that  are  natural ; 

these  have  been  said  to  furnish  negative 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  symptoms.     For  my  own  part,   if  I  were 

PHYSIC  called  upon  to  define  a  symptom,  I  should 

'  say,  "  Every  thing  or  circumstance  happen- 

Detivered  at  King*i  College,  London,  ing  in  the  body  of  a  sick  person,  and  capa- 

^    ^     __  ble  of  being  perceived  by  himself  or  others, 

lir  ilB.  WATSON.  which  can  be  made  to  assist  our  judgment 

—  concerning  the  seat  or  nature  of  his  disease, 

Lbctukb  VIII.  ^^  probable  course  and  termination,  or  its 

Symptoms,     Their  uses  in  reloHon  to  the  propcr  treatment :  every  such  thing  or  cir- 

diagnosis,  the  prognosis,  and  the  treats  cumstance  is  f,  symptom:^ 

ment  o/diseasmt.     Signs,  as  distinguished  ,  ^^  '\t^f\  ^^  you  should  take  notace 

Jrom  symptoms.     Pathognomonic,  eom^  atonce,  that  it  is  for  the  three  purposes  just 

•    memoratwe,  direct  and  indirect,  symp^  adverted  to,  that  we  cultivate  the  study  of 

ioms.     Examples  of  symptoms  as  they  *y^^°^  ^'   ^  .   .,.        .     .  .^ 

consist  qf  uneasy  sensations,  disordered  ^-^Z'"' J°  ascertam  the  s»t  and  the  nature 

fimetions,  or  changes  of  sensible  qualities,  f^  ^^.  ^*««^,  "^^f^  ,^,*"«^^  o^"^  P*^^°'  ^ 

„-                  ^   ,,         ,.          , .  „  .       ,      ^  labounng  :  in  techmcal  language  to  ibrm  the 

Wb  are  perpetmOly  reading  and  talkmg  about  diagnosis,     I  am  no  great  friend  to  technical 

symptoms :  and  no  wonder,  for  symptoms  i^^es  where  they  can  be  avoided  without 

arc  the  signals  by  whidi  we  learn  that  dis-  inconvenience;    but    in   some   cases    short 

ease  is  present ;  the  evidence  upon  which  aU  terms  of  art  save  us  a  great  deal  of  tiresome 

our  art  proceeds.    We.  are  always,  therefore,  periphrasis  and  circumlocution, 

observing  symptoms,  analyzing  them,  striving  j^  ^^^ond  object  of  the  study  of  symptoms 

to  interpret  their  meamng,  to  ascertam  what  jg  ^  enable  us  to  foresee  and  foretel  the 

they  signify.    Without  a  knowledge  of  symp-  probable  courae  and  issue  of  the  disease  ;  in 

toms  we  can  have  no  knowledge  of  the  art  ^^^^  words,  to  frame  the  ;iro^ow. 

of  physic.     Sagacity  in  penetrating  the  im-  j^^  ^  ff^^d,  and  most  important  use  of  a 

jwrt  of  symptoms  constitutes  a  great  part  of  knowledge  of  symptoms,  is  to  direct  our 

the  skill  of  an  able  physician.     We  shall  find  treatment  of  the  disease, 

it  useful  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  sympto-  i  g^gpect  that  the  immense  importance  of 

matology,  and  to  famihanze  our  thoughts  ^le  first  mentioned  of  these  three  objects— 

with  some  of  the  cardinal  symptoms  them-  f^^  diagnosis  or  recognition  of  disease,  is 

selves,  before  we  speak  of  them  m  connection  ^ot  alw^ays  clearly  seen,  either  by  students 

with  particular  diseases.  or  practitioners  of  medicine.     Sometimes  we 

What    do    we    mean    by    a    symptom  ?  ^^  obliged  to  prescribe  for  a  malady,  aU 

<rv/«wT«/iO— "  Something  that  happens  con-  though  we  are  in  great  uncertainty,  or  in 

currently  with  something    else."      Symp-  xotal  ignorance,  in  respect  to  its  nature  or 

toms,  they  say,  are  coincidences,  but  this  situation.   But  this  is  always  unsatisfactory, 

is  merely  translating  the  word  <n//i»T«/iaTa  On  the  other  hand,    when  we  have  ascer- 

into  English  through  the  Latin.     Symptoms  tained  where  and  what  the  disease  is,  we 
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yation,  or  hBT«  been  taa^t  by  others.  But  he  ui  promotiiig.  Aeeaney  of  diagnoeb, there* 
this  is  a  vtrj  limited  ^iew  of  the  importance  fDre,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated^  or  too 
of  an  exact  and  true  diagnosis.  Diagnosis  diligently  sought  after.  It  has  been  wonder* 
forms  the  indispensable  basis  of  all  advances  fully  extended  within  the  last  twenty  yean, 
in  physie  as  a  practical  art.  There  is  a  The  progmmt,  or  fbreknowledge  of  the 
▼ulgar  prorerb,  that  the  knowledge  of  what  a  course  and  event  of  diseasea,  has  but  little 
diseue  is,  is  half  its  core.  In  one  sense  this  connection  with  the  promotion  of  medicine 
may  sometimes  be  true,  but  in  another  sense  as  a  sdenoe ;  but  it  is  not  on  that  account 
it  is  not  so.  Almost  all  that  we  know  con-  less  worthy  of  our  attention.  Both  the 
oeming  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sick  is  physician  and  his  patient  find  their  advantage 
originally  derived  from  observation,  not  of  in  the  capability  of  the  former  to  determine 
the  nature  qf  dieeaeee^  but  of  the  ^eete  qf  whether  a  diaease  be  remediable — to  foresee 
remedies.  That  rhubarb  will  purge,  and  the  changes  that  may  be  expected  in  its 
opium  lull  to  sleep,  and  loss  of  blood  occa-  progress — to  predict  the  manner  in  whidi  it 
tion  fidntness,  are  truths  which  experience  will  terminate.  Knowledge  of  this  Und 
alone  could  auggest,  and  soccessive  trials  opens  to  us  a  fair  and  honourable  sooroe  of 
alone  confirm.  They  are  purely  empirical  credit  and  reputation ;  and  it  bcigels  a  degree 
truths.  No  one  could  guess  them  before-  of  confidence  towards  us»  which  is  beneficial^ 
band.  No  skill  in  the  discrimination  of  not  merely  to  ounehes,  but  to  our  patients, 
disease  has  even  a  tendency  to  teach  them.  In  Our  inflnenee  over  a  sick  person,  and  the 
some  few  oases,  indeed,  we  see  fhaX  certain  efficacy  of  many  of  our  remedial  measures, 
meckanieal  derangements  exist,  which  are  are  remarkably  increased  by  the  selianoe  he 
manifestly  capable  of  meehanieal  relief,  places  on  our  skill,  and  by  our  apparent 
When  parts  of  the  body  are  displaced;  aa  in  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  hu  com- 
hemise  and  dislocations ;  or  when  distension  plaint.  It  is  often  of  material  eonaeqiuenoey 
and  pressure  are  evidently  produced  by  in  another  point  of  view,  that  the  fetal  cfaa- 
aocumnlated  fluids;  the  mechanical  remedies  racter  of  a  disease  should  be  plainly  per- 
are  at  once  suggested  by  the  physioal  and  ceived.  A  sick  man,  aware  of  his  danger,  ia 
obvious  fenlts.  But  with  such  exceptions,  fiunished  with  a  motive  and  an  opportunity 
Almgnnmim  docs  uot,  of  ItscIf,  afiord  US  aMjf  for  arranging  his  wprldly  affairs,  in  the 
direct  informatiou  aa  to  the  cure  of  diseases ;  settlement  S[  which  the  future  oomlbrt 
but  it  does  tkis — it  defines  and  fixes  the  and  happiness  of. his  femily  may  be  very 
objects  about  whidi  observation  is  to  be  deeply  concerned ;  for  making  his  will ; 
exercised,  and  experience  collected.  When  and  also  for  more  solemn  preparation  for 
we  can  once  identify  a  given  diseased  the  awful  change  that  awaits  him.  For  these 
condition,  we  obtain  this  privilege  of  watch-  reasons  medical  men  have,  in  all  perioda, 
iug  the  behaviour  of  that  diseased  condition,  endeavoured  to  read,  in  the  phssnomena 
again  and  again,  under  the  operation  of  presented  to  them  by  diseases,  the  event  to 
therapeutic  measures;  and  from  that  time  which  those  diseases  tend.  To  farm  an 
the  increase  of  our  knowledge  oonoeming  accurate  opinion  on  this  head  is,  however, 
the  appropriate  management  of  that  particu-  one  thing — to  divulffe  it  another.  There  is 
lar  oiaease  becomes  progressive  and  sure,  always  some  risk  of  losing,  as  well  as  of 
The  term  experience  is  obviously  misapplied,  gaining  credit,  by  strong  statements  or  pre- 
and  the  results  of  all  observation  are  vitiated,  dictions  of  the  death  or  the  recovery  of  a 
when  any  doubt  exists  about  the  sameness  of  patient.  If  you  give  an  unfavourable  prog- 
tiie  ol^nBts  contemplated.  It  is  m^ly  to  nosis,  you  have  a  good  chance  of  losing  your 
this  imperfection  in  the  diagnostic  part  of  patient  altogether ;  his  friends  argue  very 
medicine  that  we  must  attribute  the  unoer-  naturally,  that  you  are  not  infallible,  that 
tainty  and  variation,  both  of  doctrine  an^  you  may  be  wrong,  that  if  you  know  of  no 
practice,  which  have  brought  so  mudi  sus-  means  of  safety  for  him,  some  other  prac- 
pidon,  and  reproach,  and  ridicule,  upon  the  titioner  may,  and  they  wt// grasp  at  whatever 
sdience  we  profess.  False  experience,  if  I  straw  comes  near  them.  Do  not  suppose 
may  use  such  a  term,  has  grntly  retarded  that  this  is  merely  a  selfish  view  of  the 
the  progress  of  the  healing  art :  and /cite  matter :  it  is  often  of  much  moment  to  the 
experience  springs  ^m  false  diagnosis.  A  patient  himself,  that  he  should  not  be 
man  will  tell  you  that  he  has  cured  a  score  tempted  to  put  his  life  under  the  charge  of 
of  cases  of  advanced  phthisb ;  but  he  has  impostors,  who  will  feed  his  hopes,  and  pro- 
deceived  himself:  they  were  not  cases  of  true  mise  largely,  and  torture  him  perhaps  with 
phthisis,  but  simply  cases  of  chronic  inflam-  their  discipline,  and  have  no  mercy  upon  hia 
mation,  with  pumorm  discharge,  of  the  pocket.  Many  an  instance  have  I  known 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchi.  He  pub-  of  persons  dying  of  consumption,  who,  when 
Hshes  an  account  of  his  success,  and  of  his  given  over  by  thdr  regular  attendants,  have 
plan  of  treatment;  and  thus  he  decdves  been  brou^^t  to  London  at  considerable 
others  also  :  and  thus  he  retards  the  science  expense,  to  exchange  the  many  comforts  of 
whidi  he  fondly  and  conscientiously  believes  home  for  the   inconveniences  oK  a  hired 
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lodging,  that  tfaey  miglit  be  cured  by  that  tempted.    We  see  a  number  of  little  pog. 

Ignorant  and  cruel   and    rapadoiu  qnack,  tules  scattered  over  his  skin,  and  we  know 

Mr.  St.  John  Long.    There  are  other  rea-  that  our  patient  is  labouring  under  small-pox. 

sons,  too,  why  we  must  sometimes  conceal  His  chance  of  recovery  will  be  singularly 

tike  truth  from  our  patients.     It  often  hap-  diSerent,  according  as  the  spots  upon  his  face 

pens  that  a  person  is  extremely  ill,  and  in  run  together,  or  remain  separate  and  distinct 

great  danger,  but  yet  may  recover  if  he  is  from  each  other.     And  we  investigate  the 

not  informed  of  his  peril.    To  tell  a  person  state  of  his  pulse,  and  his  breathing,  of  hia 

in  these  drcnmstances  that  he  is  likely  to  bowels  and  his  brain,  before  we  can  venture 

die,  is  to  destroy  his  ehanee  of  recovery,  to  prescribe  for  him.     Those  symptoms,  or 

Ton  kiH  him  if  you  takeaway  his  hope  of  combinations  of  symptoms,  which  distinguish 

living.     It  must  be  confessed  that  the  duty  the  place  and  nature  of  the  disease,  we  call 

of  tiie  medical  man  in  these  cases  is  very  9ign$  ofditeaae;  those  which  teach  us  wbat 

painM  and  embarrassing :  the  patient  and  to  do,  we  call  indication*  oftreatment,    We 

the  patient's  friends  are  urgently  inquisitive  speak  also  of  prognostic  tigna.     By  keeping 

to  know  whether  there  is  any  danger ;    or  these  distinct  ends  of  the  study  of  symptoms 

whether  he  is  hot  yet  out  of  danger.     The  in  mind,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  group  them 

mle  which  I  have  always  adopted  in  cireum-  to  advantage,  and  not  to  huddle  confhsedly' 

stances  of  this  distre^ing  kind,  when  I  see  together  symptoms  that  speak,  not  a  dl^> 

clearly  that  the  case  is  hopeless  of  cure,  is  to  ferent  language,  but  upon  a  diiTerent  topic. 

Hx  as  well  as  I  can  upon  that  person  among  The  ancients,  who  knew  but  little  of  Qie 

the  fkmily  or  friends  of  the  patient  to  whose  Intimate  nature  of  diseases,  but  who  paid 

prudence  the  real  state  of  the  matter  may  great  attention  to  S3rmptoms,  have  hod  down 

be  the  most  safely  confided.     If  I  think  that  most  admirable  rules  in  respect  to  prognosis ; 

there  is  a  possible  chance  of  recovery,  and  which  shews  not  only  that  the  prognostic  signii 

that  a  knowledge  of  his  danger  by  tiie  pa-  are  more  easily  made  out,  in  many  cases, 

tient  would  diminish  that  dumoe,  of  course  than  the  ^agnostic,  but  also  that  ibtfj  may 

I  urge  tiie  necessity  of  speaking  to  him  with  be  independent  of  them, 

assumed  cheerfiilness  and  confidence :  if  I  see  I  have  just  spoken  of  kymptcm*  as  htkat 

that  the  case  is  absolutely  and  inevitably  Hgnt,      These  words    are    not,    howev^ 

mortal,  eldier  soon  or  at  some  little  distance  exactly  synonymous,  although  thsy  are  fbe- 

of  time,  I  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  ^e  ouently  employed  as  if  they  were  so.    Even 

person  with  whom  I  communicate  to  dis-  those  mediosl  writers  who  admit  a  distinc- 

close  or  conceal  my  opinion  as  he  or  she  tion  between  them,  have  not  always  sue- 

may  think  best.    There  are,  I  believe,  prac-  oeeded  in  clearly  pointing  out  the  difference, 

dtioners,  who  make  it  a  point,  on  principles  Signs  are  deduced  firom  symptoms,  by  ar- 

ofworldly  policy,  iMoerto  speak  despairingly  ranging  and  comparing  them,  and  noticing 

of  a  patient ;   but  I  cannot  regard  such  a  the  circumstances  under  which  they  occur, 

ttile  of  conduct  as  honest,  or  justifiable,  or  Symptoms  are  obvious  to  all  persons  aUke — 

consistent  with  one's  Christian  duty.  to  the  nurse  as  well  as  to  the  physician : 

Now  I  wish  you  to  observe  that  symptoms  signs,  for  the  most  part,  are  such  to  medi- 

'do  not  serve  equally  or  indifferently  the  cal  eyes  alone.     Let  me  try  to  make  this 

three  several  purposes  that  I  have  spoken  of.  plainer  by  the  help  of  an  illustration.  Symp- 

The  same  symptom  or  set  of  symptoms  may  toms  may  be  oonndered  as  resembling  so 

indeed  at  once  reveal  the  nature  of  the  dis-  many  ttord».    When  taken  separately,   or 

fease,  and  fbreshew  its  result,  and  indicate  its  when    put  together  at  random,  the  words 

treatment.    When  we  have  discovered  what  have  no  force  or  signification.      Arrange 

the  disease  is,  we  may  want  no  further  infor-  them  in  due  order,  reduce  them  into  a  sen- 

mation  to  tell  us  how  it  will  terminate,  or  how  tence,  and  they  convey  a  meaning.    The 

we  are  to  prescribe  for  it.    A  man  previously  sentence  is  a  sign  or  expression  of  something 

BOimd  and  well,  shivers,  then  becomes  hot,  which  is  thus  revealed.     Symptoms  become 

and  afterwards  sweats,  and  then  reverts  to  his  signs  when  their  import  can  be  interpreted, 

natural  state  of  comfort  and  good  health :  A  certain  crackling  sound,   of  which  I 

and  the  same  series  of  phsenomena  occur  shall  have  much  to  say  hereafter,  is  heard 

every  other  day.     We  pronounce  the  dis-  (we  will  suppose)  in  some  part  of  a  patient's 

ease  to  be  ague ;   we  predict  that,  in  this  hmg,  by  tiie  ear  applied  outside  his  thorax, 

climate  at  least,  the  patient  will  recover ;  and  This  sound  is  asymptom ;  any  one  who  listens 

we  give  him  quxna ;  all  upon  the  strength  of  may  perceive  it.     It  is  even  so  far  a  ngn, 

the  same  set  of  symptoms.    But  this  is  not  that  it  denotes  the  unnatural  presence  of 

necessarily  the  case :  certain  symptoms  may  fluid  in  the  lung,  and  the  passage  of  air 

diclose  to  us  what  the  malady  is,  and  where  through  that  fluid.     But  the  fluid  may  be 

it  is  situated;    other  svmptoms   teach   us  one  of  several — mucus,  or  serum,  or  pus,  or 

whether  our  patient  is  likely  tb  survive  or  blood :  we  cannot  tell  by  the  sound  alone 

not;  and  a  still  different  set  instruct  us  -which  of  these  it  is.   'But  if  we  learn  that 

what  is  the  proper  method  of  cure  to  be  at-  the  person  in  whose  lung  the  sound  is  audi- 
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ble  has  been  ill  for  a  day  or  two  only,  that  the  most  important ;  and  there  are  yet  many 

he  has  pain  in  his  chest,  cough,  embarrassed  more  which  require  for  their  elucidation  a 

breathing,  and  fever,  we  conclude  that  he  is  knowledge  of  both  the  direct  and  the  indirect 

labouring  under  that  serious  disease,  ii^am-  .  symptoms. 

mation  of  the  lung.    The  crackling  sound  Again,  there  are  many  symptoms  of  which 

alone  could  not  assure  us  of  this ;  nor  without  we  receive  no  information,  except  from  the 

the  addition    of  this  sound  could  the  pain,  statements  made  by  the  patient  himself ;  and 

the  laboured  breathing,  the  cough,  or  the  there  are  many  others  of  which  we  learn  the 

fever.     Taken    altogeSier,    the    symptoms  existence  by  means  of  our  own  observation, 

constitute  a  diagnoaiic  sign,  and  bespeak  the  by  the  exercise  of  our  several  senses.    Tlie 

existence  of  pneumonia.  relative  importance  of  these  varies  too  in 

Sometimes  a  symptom,  or  set  of  symp-  different  cases.     Of  course  those  symptoms 

toms,  becomes  a  sign,  by  its  relation  to  what  which  we  are  able  to  ascertain  for  ourselves 

has  gone  before  and  what  has  followed  it.  are  .the  most  truttworthy ;  but  both  sorti 

To  adhere  to  our  illustration,  the  meaning  of  symptoms  shed  a  mutual  light  upon  each 

becon^es  evident  from  the  context.     By  com-  other  :     we  should  constantly   be  making 

paring,  at  short  intervals,  in  the  supposed  mistakes  if  we  relied  solely  upon  what  our 

case  of  pneumonia,  the  extent  and  character  patients  tell  us ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  value 

of  the  sounds  heard  during  respiration,  we  of  the  information  we  derive  from  their 

ascertain  whether  the  disuse  be  advancing  statements  is  made  apparent  by  the  difficulty 

or  receding;  and  thus  convert  the  sounds,  or  we  are  apt  to  experience  in  investigating  the 

their  variations    from  day  to  day,  into   a  diseases  of  children;  of  those  who  are  dumb; 

prognostic  sign,  or  what  is  much  the  same  thing,  who  speak 

We  always  strive,  then,  to  penetrate  beyond  no  language  that  we  can  understand, 

the  symp|x)m8  to  the  disease  of  which  they  Now,  setting  aside  that  notice  of   the 

are  significant.     But  we  do  not  always  sue-  healthy  functions  which  is  sometimes  neoes- 

oeed  in  t^is,  and  when  we  do  not,  (as  in  the  sary  in  order  to.determine  the  relative  value 

case  of  ague)  we  are  driven  to  the  necessity  and  meaning  of  other  symptoms,  and  regard- 

of  regarding  the  combination  of  symptoms  ing  those  symptoms  only  which  consist  of 

as  the  disease.  morbid  changes,   they  may  all  be  classed 

You  will  often  hear  o(  pathognomonic  under  three  heads:  1.  Uneasy,  unnatural, 

symptoms.     A  pathognomonic  symptom  is  or    impaired     seiisations :     2.   Disordered 

one  which,  when  it  occurs,  settles  infallibly  or    impeded    Junctions :     and  3.   Altera- 

the  nature  of  the  malady ;  becomes  a  positive  tions    of     structure    or    of     appearance; 

sign  or  token  of  a  particular  morbid  condi-  changes  of  sensible  qualities.    When  theao 

tion.     But  there  are  very  few  symptoms,  if  last  come  within  the  direct  cognizance  of 

there  be  any,  which,  taken  singly,  can  ever  our  senses,  they  are  called,  usually,  physical 

be  said  to  be  strictly  pathognomonic  signs,  signs. 

But  a  symptom  which  in  itself  possesses  little  Uneasy  or  altered  sensations  we  can  only 
or  no  value  may  become  very  significant  be  aware  of  through  the  testimony  of  the 
when  conjoined  with  others.  patients  themselves.  The  symptoms  belong- 
Much  light  is  often  thrown  upon  symp-  ing  to  the  other  classes  fall,  generally,  under 
toms  by  what  the  French  call  commemorative  our  own  observation. 
circumstances  /  that  is,  by  a  knowledge  of  the  Uneasy  or  altered  sensations  comprehend 
previous  history  and  condition  of  the  patient,  -a  large  class  of  morbid  symptoms.  By  their 
For  example,  a  person  may  have  palpitation  occurrence  persons  sometimes  become  con- 
and  other  marks  of  disordered  action  of  the  scious  that  they  are  unwell  before  any  other 
heart,  and  doubts  may  exist  whether  these  symptoms  are  observable.  Of  all  the  uneasy 
symptoms  depend  or  not  upon  organic  dis-  sensations  pain  is  the  most  common  and  the 
ease  of  that  organ.  The  question  is  often  most  important.  It  is  very  rarely  absent  in 
determined  in  the  affirmative,  by  our  learning  one  stage  or  another  of  inflammatory  dis- 
that  the  patient  has  had  one  or  more  attacks  orders ;  and  it  very  often  occurs,  and  is  very 
of  acute  rheumatism  of  the  joints.  acute  too,  when  there  is  no  inflammation  at 
There  are  some  other  general  divisions  of  all.  I  iHhaH  have  occasion,  in  a  subsequent 
symptoms,  which  it  is  useful  to  attend  to.  lecture,  to  lay  before  you  the  criteria  between 
Thus  some  symptoms  are  said  to  be  direct^  pains  that  accompany  inflammation  and 
and  others  to  be  indirect  symptoms.  Direct  pains  that  are  independent  of  it.  Upon  the 
symptoms  relate  to  the  very  part  which  is  decision  of  that  point  the  whole  question  of 
affected;  indirect  symptoms  are  such  as '*  de-  treatment  commonly  depends;  and  it  is 
dare  themselves  through  the  medium  of  some  often  a  most  difficult  point  to  decide, 
other  parts,  or  through  the  medium  of  the  con-  There  are  many  different  kinds  and  degrees 
stitution  at  large."  There  are  some  cases  in  of  pain.  Different  kinds  of  morbid  action 
which  the  direct  symptoms  are  of  much  more  are  accompanied  by  different  kinds  of  pain ; 
value  than  the  indirect ;  and  there  are  other  and  the  same  kind  of  morbid  action,  inflam- 
cascB  in  which  those  which  are  indirect  are  mation  for  example,  produces  different  modi- 
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flcations  of  pain,  according  as  it  affects  The  accounts  giren  by  sack  patients  of  tbeir 
different  parts,  llie  pain  that  belongs  to  sufferings  are  always  to  be  received  with  a 
inflammation  of  the  longs  differs  from  that  grain  of  allowance ;  and  this  is  often  an 
which  is  felt  in  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  embarrassing  circumstance  in  practice.  Fa- 
Bones,  muscles,  tendons,  ligaments  —  the  tients  take  it  ill  if  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
bladder,  the  kidney,  the  uterus — all  modify,  implicitly  credited ;  and  yet  if  they  are  not 
in  a  manner  peculiar  to  themselves,  the  pain  convinced  that  much  of  what  they  suffer 
that  is  produced  in  them  by  injury  or  disease,  depends  on  their  great  attention  to  it,  they 
Different  epithets  are  given  to  the  different  will  never  get  well.  You  will  often  find  that 
varieties  of  pain — t.  e.  persons  endeavour  to  they  cease  to  feel  pain — ^i.  e.  they  forget  to 
explain  how  they  feel,  by  likening  their  sen-  attend  to  their  complaints  —  when  their 
sations  to  something  which  they  have  felt  attention  is  otherwise  strongly  arrested—as 
before,  or  fancy  they  have  felt.  Thus  we  by  conversation,  or  music.  I  adverted  to 
hear  of  aharp  pain — shooting  pain — dull  this  principle  in  ray  last  lecture, 
pain — gnattinffprni — bvminff  pain — tearing  Besides  pain,  in  all  its  modifications,  there 
pain — and  so  on.  are  many  other,  and  very  interesting,  uneasy^ 

When  pain  is  felt  in  a  part,  only  when  it  sensations.     Itching  is  an  uneasy  sensation 

is  touched,  t.  e.  when  pretsure  is  made  upon  nearly  allied  to  pain.     As  severe  mechanical 

it,  it  is  called  tenderness: — the  part  is  said  irritation    will  cause  pain,   so    a    slighter 

to  be  tender.     This  is  a  very  important  kind  degree  of   it  will  cause  itching.     Itching 

of  pain,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter.     A  part  occurs  in  many  cutaneous  diseases,  and  it 

may  be  both  painful  and  tender :  or  painful  gives  a  name  to  one  of  them,  which  is  em- 

widiout  being  tender  :    or  tender  without  phatically  called  the  itch.     And  the  Latin 

being  otherwise  painful.  word  signifying  the  same  sensation,  prurigOf 

Pain  often  takes  place,  not  in  the  part  is  made-  use  of  to  denote  other  forms  of 
really  affected  by  disease,  but  in  some  distant  disease  of  which  itching  is  the  most  promi- 
part.  Inflammation  of  the  liver  or  diaphragm  nent  symptom.  It  often  affects  some  one  of 
will  cause  pain  of  the  right  shoulder:  the  the  natural  outlets  of  the  body;  it  occurs 
tneclianicol  irritation  o^a  stone  in  the  bladder  about  the  rectum,  from  the  motions  of  little 
produces  pain  at  the  extremity  of  the  urethra:  worms  that  nestle  in  the  lower  part  of  that 
inflammation  of  the  hip -joint  occasions  pain  gut.  This  prurigo  podicis,  which  does  not 
in  the  knee :  disease  of  the  heai-t  is  often  always  depend  on  the  cause  just  mentioned — 
attended  with  pain  running  down  the  left  and  the  prurigo  pudendi  in  the  female — are 
arm :  many  headaches  result  from  irritation  sometimes  most  distressing  complaints;  ha- 
of  the  stomach.  We  call  these,  instances  of  rassing  the  patients  continually,  preventing 
indirect  or  sympathetic  pain.  Some  of  them  sleep,  driving  them  from  society,  and  re- 
admit of  no  very  obvious  explanation : —  quiring  medical  treatment.  Acrid  matters 
others  have  been  ascribed  to  connections  of  in  the  intestines  will  sometimes  produce  a 
the  sentient  nerves  of  the  two  parts — "espe-  kind  of  itching  there;  and  the  call  to  void 
cially  when  the  part  really  injured  is  internal,  the  faeces  is  perhaps  more  akin  to  itching 
and  that  to  which  the  feeling  is  referred  is  than  to  any  other  sensation :  sometimes, 
external,  and  both  derive  their  sentient  indeed,  it  amounts  to  pain.  The  tickling 
nerves  from  the  same  larger  branches."  often  felt  in  the  Windpipe,  and  provoking 
You  will  perceive  that  a  due  estimation  of  the  person  to  cough,  appears  to  be  of  the 
these  sympathetic,  pains  is  of  no  small  same  nature.  Tingling  and  pricking  are 
importance.  sensations  which  have  also  some  analogy 

I  may  observe  of  pain  in  general,  that  it  with  itching, 
is  differently  felt — or  at  any  rate  differently  Nausea  is  another  uneasy  sensation.  It  is 
complained  of — ^by  persons  of  different  con-  sometimes  a  direct  symptom  of  disease  or 
stitutions  and  temperaments.  There  are  disorder  of  the  stomach,  to  which  the  sensa- 
even,  I  fancy,  national  differences  in  this  tion  is  referred.  Sometimes  it  is  a  very 
respect.  I  have  been  present,  as  you  may  important  indirect  symptom,  taken  in  con- 
believe,  at  a  great  number  of  surgical  opera-  junction  with  others,  of  disease  in  some  part 
tions,  and  I  have  been  struck  with  the  at  a  distance  from  the  stomach — in  the  kidney 
different  degrees  of  patience  with  which  the  for  example,  or  in  the  brain.  The  nausea 
same  operation  has  been  borne  by  Irishmen  which  is  so  troublesome  to  pregnant  women 
and  by  Scotchmen.  The  Irishman,  speaking  is  another  instance  of  a  morbid  sensation 
generally,  either  feels  more  acutely,  or  gives  sympathetic  of  irritation  in  a  distant  organ, 
more  free  vent  to  his  feelings  in  cries  and  Giddiness — ^vertigo— is  another  example 
exclamations:  the  Scotchman,  on  the  con-  of  an  uneasy  sensation.  It  sometimes  results 
trary,  most  commonly  preserves  a  resolute  flrom  disease  within  the  head  ;  sometimes  it 
silence.  In  complaints  that  are  attended  is  an  indirect  consequence  of  disorder  of  the 
vrith  low  spirits,  and  hypochondriacal  symp-  stomach ;  or  of  mere  debility  and  an  ap- 
toms,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  pain  proach  to  syncope. 

spoken  of  often  depends,  in  a  great  degree.  Patients  will  also  complain  of  an  unde- 

upon  the  eager  attention  that  is  paid  to  it.  finable   sensation  which-  they  usually   call 


262    DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC. 

shMnff — a  sensation  which  Is  referred  to  the  symptoms,  and  consist  of  altered  or  morUd 

epigastric  region«  This  is  frequently  a  source  Ben$ation» :    sensation    being    one    of   ttim 

of  much  distress  to  hysterical  women  ;  and  natural  functions  of  those  parts.     Deprava* 

it  is  occasionally  the  fore-runner  of  death  at  tions,  for  instance,  of  the  sense  of  touch ; 

the  close  of  severe  diseases  which  have  a  numbness;  the  total  absence  of  sensation^ 

tendency    to    end    fatally   in    the  way  of  which  we  call  ansestheaia.  Syxiiptoms  of  this 

syncope.                                       ,  kind  do  not  constitute  primary  diseases,  but 

Many  other  symptoms  might  be  men-  they  often  portend  or  accompany  very  serious 

tioned  which  belong  to  this  class  of  uneasy  alterations  in  the  brain,  or  in  some  part  of  the 

sensations,  and  for  our  knowledge  of  the  nervous  system ;  and  it  is  from  that  circum- 

eaistence  of  which  we  must  depend  upon  the  stance  that  they  derive  tiie  great  interest 

accounts  given  us  by  the  patients  themselves,  and  importance  which  belongs  to  them.  Hie 

Sensations  of  weight ;  and  of  tightness  and  same  may  be  said  of  perverted  conditions  of 

fulness;    drowsiness,   tenesmus,  strangury,  the  other  senses,    llie  sense  of  vision  is 

heartburn ;     and    various    depraved    con-  often  impaired,  and  in  various  ways  and 

ditions  of  the  special  senses.  In  the  majority  degrees,  from  mere  dimness  or  imperfection 

of  diseases  the  appetite  is  lost  or  impaired ;  of  sight,  to  total  blindness.     And  this  total 

but  sometimes  excessive  hunger  accompanies  blindness    may    occur   without    any  other 

and  denotes  disease.    We  sometimes  form  apparent  disease,  the  humours  and  fiibrie  of 

the  first  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  diabetes  the  eye  itself  being  in  all  evident  respecta 

from  the  preternatural  keenness  of  the  appe-  healthy  and  right :    it  may  come  on,  too,  so 

tite.  « Thirst  is  a  very  constant  and  striking  gradually,  and  increase  so  slowly,  as  not  to 

symptom  in  all  febrile  and  inflammatory  be  discovered  for  a  long  time,  by  the  patient 

disorders ;    and  in  the  disease   just    now  himself.     Mr.  Day,  the  great  blacking  man, 

mentioned,  diabetes,  it  frequently  constitutes  of  the  firm  of  Day  and  Martin,  who  &d  not 

the  whole  distress  of  which  the  patient  is  long  -since,  was  almost  entirely  blind.     He 

sensible.    The  appetite  may  be  perverted,  as  told  me  that  he  first  discovered  that  the 

well  as  deficient  or  excessive.   Chlorotic  girls  sight  of  one  eye  was  gone,  one  day  when  he 

will  eat  cinders,  sealing  wax,  slate  pencil,  attempted  to  look  at  a  distant  object  through 

and  such  trash.  So  women  who  are  prean&i^t  ^  telescope :  he  could  see  nothing,  and  he 

either  have  or  pretend  to  have  inormnate  imagined  that  the  little  brass  plate  which 

longings  for  particular  kinds  of  food— long-  slides  over  the  eye  glass  had  not  been  with- 

ings  which  are  evidently  fostered  by  encou-  drawn.    There  was,  however,  no  such  ob- 

ragement.  They  are  not,  I  believe,  common  stade ;  and  he  too  soon  found  that  when 

at  present  in  this  country ;  and  among  the  the  other  eye  alone  was  closed,  he  wi^  in 

poor,  who  have  not  the  means  of  gratifying  total  darkness.    This  state  of  blindness  ia 

them,  ther  are  less  frequently  heard  of  than  called  amaurosis,  and  it  may  depend  npoa 

in  the  higher  classes  of  society.  pressure  made  upon  the  retina,  or  upon  the 

The  daas  of  uneasy  sensations  yon  see  optic  nerves,  or  upon  the  brain  at  the  origin 
then  is  a  very  large  one ;  and  some  of  the  of  those  nerves.  Its  approach  is  sometimes 
morbid  feelings  are  of  very  great  moment,  marked  by  the  fallacious  appearance  of  black 
However,  there  are  not  many  diseases  which  spots  upon  the  objects  the  patient  is  looking 
consist  altogether  of  uneasy  sensations ;  and  .  at,  or  floating  before  him  in  the  air-^ 
when  we  find  that  pain  or  uneasiness  is  mu»cm  voUtaniei.  Some  of  the  other  de- 
complained  of  in  any  part  or  oigan,  we  next  pravations  of  sight  are  still  more  extra- 
proceed  to  enquire  whether  the  y«fic/toiif  of  ordinary,  and,  except  t&at  they  are  not 
that  part  or  organ  are  disturbed  or  suspended,  uncommon,  might  almost  be  considered 
If  we  discover  any  interruption  or  derange-  fabulous.  Thus  persons  sometimes  see 
ment  of  function*  we  have  additional  reason  things  around  them  apparently  in  motion, 
for  concluding  that  the  part  so  affected  in  when  in  truth  they  are  not  so.  Tliis  is,  in 
its  sensations  and  in  its  functions  is  actually  fiict,  a  symptom  I  have  mentioned  before — 
the  seat  of  disease.  This  is  an  enquiry  vertigo :  if  the  patient  shute  his  eyes,  and 
which  we  can  prosecute  with  much  less  consequently  can  see  nothing,  he  feels  as  if 
assistance  horn  the  patient  hunself;  and  he  were  himself  turning  round,  while  in 
mostly  with  no  assistenoe  at  all ;  and  even  reality  he  is  at  rest :  persons  in  this  state 
in  spite  of  any  erroneous  notions  which  he  fancy  sometimes  that  the  bed  on  which  they 
may  have  formed,  and  is  anxious  to  state  lie  is  sinking  rapidly  down  with  them  into 
upon  the  subject.  The  study  of  disordered  some  abyss.  A  stUl  stranger  depravation  of 
iunctions  is  of  great  practical  value.  the  sense  of  vision  is  that  in  which  a  person 

The  functions  of  the  brain  and  nerves — of  sees  only  one  half  of  an  object  at  which  he 

the  heart  and  blood-vessels— of  the  respi-  \b  steadily  looking.     One  man,  in  passing 

ratory  apparatus  —  and    of   the    digestive  along  the  street,  fancied  that  every  body  he 

organs^are  all  of  vital  consequence.  met    had    only   one    eye.    The    late    Dr. 

Some  of  the  impeded  or  disordered  fimc-  Wollaston  was  subject  to  this  optical  delu- 

tions  whidi  relate  to  the  brain  and  nerves  sion ;  he  frequently  found  that  only  one  half 

are  in  £M:k  identical  with  the  last  class  of  of  the  object  he  looked  at  was  visible:  and 
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hb  wrote  an  ingenioiis  paper  in  the  Philoso-  fe?er,  and  it  ia  not  tfaonght  a  bad  symptom : 

phical  Tranaactiona  to  explain  this.    After  it  certainly  ia  a   much  leaa  nnfiivonrable 

hia  death  a  tnmor  waa  found  in  his  brafai,  oircumstanoe  than  morbid  acntenesa  of  hear- 

interfering  with  the  optic  nerves.    The  cele-  iog,  and  it  probably  dependa  npon  a  diaor- 

brated  Mr.  Abernethy  had  once  a  temporary  dered  state  of  the  brain  whioh  ia  not  in  itself 

affection  of  the  same  kind,   dependent  no  very  dangerous. 

doubt  upon  aome  slight  and  transient  injury  What  is  called  Hmuiui  moium   is  an 

of  the  brain.  Hewasthrown,  I  believe,  from  instance  of  the  depravation  of  the  sense  of 

his  horse — at  any  rate  he  received  a  violent  hearing.     It  seems  sometimes  to  result  from 

blow  on  his  head,  which  stunned  him ;  and  the  too  strong  throbbing  of  the  arteries.     It 

when  he  had  recovered  a  little,  he  waa  taken  occurs  in  many  diseases,  and  is  not  unfre- 

home  in  a  hackney-coach.     On  his  way  he  quentlya  symptom  of  diseased  cerebral  vessels, 

amnsed  himself  wiUi  reading  the  names  of  and  a  precursor  of  apoplexy  or  palsy.     It  is 

the  trades-people  placed  in  front  of  the  shops,  sometimes    in    itself   extremely   annoying, 

and  he  waa  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  Curious  and  undefinable  sounds  are  heanl  by 

one  half  of  each  name — the  last  half — seemed  some  patienta — sounds  like  a  rushing  wind, 

blotted  out :  he  described  this  in  his  lectures,  like  the  felling  of  a  cataract,  the  noise  of  a 

in  hia  whimsical  way,  by  taking  hia  own  bell,  or  of  a  drum.     A  female  patient  of 

name  aa  an  example :  *'  I  could  aee  aa  far  as  mine  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital  last  year, 

the  ne  (aaid  he),  but  I  could  not  see  a  bit  of  who  had  disease  of  the  bones  of  the  ear, 

the  My."  with  symptoms  that  threatened  aome  impli- 

Thoee  very  wonderfbl  caaea  of  spectral  cation  of  the  brain;  thia  patient  heard  a 

illusion  which  sometimes  occur,  come  within  perpetual  noise  in  her  ear  like  the  ainging  of 

the  claaa  of  symptoms  we  are  now  oonsi-  a  tea-kettle.     I  have  lately  been  consulted 

dering :   they  throw  a  atrong  light  upon  by  a  gentleman  from  the  country,  who  had 

many  of  the  well-authenticated  ghost  stories  no  other  complaint  than  a  conatant  hiaaing, 

— ^which  were  in  fact  mere  examples  of  dis-  which  worried  him  greatly,  in  one  ear.     In 

eaae  or  diaorder  in  the  brain  of  the  ghoat-  a  case  of  spectral  illusion  related  by  Sir 

aeers.    It  would  be  out  of  place  to  go  into  David  Brewater,  voices  and  sentences  are 

any  detail  upon  this  interesting  subject  here,  said  to  have  been  repeatedly  heard,  when 

Tou  wiU  find  aome  excellent  examplea  of  none  were  uttered. 

these  spectral  illusions   in   Dr.   Hibbert's  Affections  of  the  intellect — of  what  are 

book    on   Apparitions,  and  in  Sir  David  sometimes  called  the  internal  senaer,  are 

Brewster's  Natural  Magic,  and  in  Sir  W.  very  common,  and  very  important,  symptoms 

Scott's  Letters  on  Demonology.  of  disease.    They  are  sometimes  considered 

Hie  sense  of  hearing  ia  liable  to  analogoua  aa  primary  diseasea  themselves ;  they  very 
disorders.  Sometimes  it  becomes  preter-  freqnenilyaocompanyoertain  febrile  diseases; 
naturally  acute ;  and  this  is  a  bad  symptom  and  they  are  not  uncommon  in  diaeases  that 
when  it  doea  occur.  I  waa  called  a  your  or  are  not  attended  with  fever.  There  is  mora 
two  ago  to  see  a  gentleman  in  the  Temple ;  or  leas  derangement  of  the  internal  sensea 
he  had  been  taken  ill  only  a  few  hours  before,  from  the  very  beginning  of  continued  fever, 
but  I  found  him  dying :  the  pulse  Waa  gone  The  power  of  attention  ia  impaired.  That 
fit>m  hia  wrist,  and  his  skin  was  cold,  but  his  kind  and  degree  of  mental  exerticm  .whidi 
intellect  was  entire,  and  he  complained  of  would  afford  gratification  and  amusement 
nothing  but  of  the  distress  he  felt  from  the  when  we  are  well,  beoomes  laboriou  and 
loud  noises  that  were  made  by  those  around  irksome  when  we  are  ill ;  and  to  compel,  or 
him,  in  moving  about  or  speaking,  although,  to  urge  the  attention,  under  such  drcnm- 
in  fret,  all  noise  waa  aa  much  as  possible  stancea,  ia  injurious.  This  state  ia  pmbably 
avoided,  and  conversation  waa  carried  on  in  only  the  first  degree  of  delirium,  and  tbere- 
a  whiqwr :  but  hia  hearing  waa  painfully  fore  these  slight  approaches  to  derangement 
acute :  he  died  the  same  evening ;  I  believe  of  the  intemd  senses  are  by  no  means  to  be 
of  an  irregular  form  of  cholera.  It  is  always  disregarded.  It  ia  curious  that  the  delirium 
right  that  patienta  ahould  be  protected  from  of  fever  is  ahraya  most  marked  during  the 
the  irritation  which  might  arise  from  tlua  night :  this  seems  to  be  owing  td  the  mreum- 
aouroe ;  for  that  degree  oi  noise  wiiich  would  stance  that  the  erroneous  notions  and  wan- 
not  interfere  with  the  sleep  of  a  healthy  dering  thoughta  of  the  patient  are  not  cor- 
person  will  often  not  only  prevent  it  in  a  rected  by  external  impressions  made  upon  hia 
sick  man,  but  bring  on  delirium,  and  aggra-  his  senses/  You  will  find,  oonfbrmably  vritfa 
vate  greatly  the  disease  under  which  he  the  same  principle,  that  your  patient  some* 
labonra.  The  custom  of  strewing  the  streets  times  ceases  to  be  ddhriousupon  your  visiting 
with  straw  before  the  houaes  of  Uiose  who  him  :  the  eight  of  a  new  froa  rooaea  him  for 
are  aeriously  ill  is,  in  many  cases,  a  very  a  time,  but  he  aoon  relapses, 
proper  precautionary  measure.  Voluntary   motion    ia    another  function 

The  (^poaite  frnlt,  ohtunne$9  of  hearing,  eonnected  with  the  nervona  aystem,  and  one 

it  mndi  moce  common.    It  often  occm  in  which  afforda  a  great  variety  of  ' 
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symptoufl.    Like  the  le&seft  it  may  be  ez«  Tcnic  spaam  la  the  principal  aymptom  ako  •# 

oeanve,  or  deficient,  or  penrerted..    Exceaa  thatfrightftil  diaeaae—firightfialinitBphaBno* 

of  volontary  motion   ia  not  common,  nor  mena  and  in  ita  frequent  fatality — tetanus* 

very  important.     In  mama  patienta  aome-  The  oonvulaiona  of  epilq»y  and  hysteria, 

times  exhibit  an  extraordinary  degree  of  mua-  and  the  jactitation  of  chorea,  are  ordinary 

cular  strength ;   indeed,  in  the  deUrium  of  ezampka  of  the  perrersion  of  the  function 

feyer  something  of  the  same  kind  may  be  of  voluntary  motion.     Sometimes  oonvnl-- 

observed.  sions  bode  great  danger,  sometimes  none 

But  the  opposite  state,  that  in  which  the  at  all. 
power  of  vohmtary  motion  ia  deficient,  muS"         So  alao  tremor^  which  is  neariy  akin  'to 

cular  debility,  is  exceedingly  common.     De-  spasm,   is  a  sign,  frequently,  of  a  morbid 

biKtyia  an  original  and  essential  part  of  fevers,  state  of  the  greatest  peril ;  and  sometimes  it 

It  appeara  before  dtere  has  been  time  for  it  to  is  violent  without  being  attended  with  the 

be  produced  by  the  exhaoation  of  disease,  amallest  hazard. 

It  is  not  always  proportional  to  the  other        If  we  turn  now  to  the  great  function  of 

symptoms,  and  does  not  necessarily  imply  respiration,  we  shall  find  that  it  affords  a 

any  great  degree  of  danger.    This  sudden  very  great  number  of  morbid  symptoms— 

and  early  weakness  has  been  a  very  striking  and  those  of  the  highest  importance, 
symptom  in  our  two  recent  visitations  of  in-        DysptugOf  difficulty  of  breathing,  is  one  of 

finenza.      Persons  previously  in  apparent  the  most  prominent  of  these  symptoms.     It 

good  health  would  be  seized  as  they  walked  may  depend  upon  various  causes.     In  in* 

along  the  street,  and  be  glad  to  sit  down  in  a  flammation  of  tiie  lungs  and  pleur8e.there  are 

shop,  or  a  carriage,  and  to  get  home  and  go  several  circumstances  in  operation  to  render 

to  bed.     Young  and  strong  persons  would  the  respiration  difficult ;  for  example,  pain, 

be  tiius  prostrated.  which  would  be  enough  of  itself ;   the  effu* 

In  some  instances  debility  does  not  appear  sion  of  lymph  into  the  texture  of  the  lung, 

till  late  in  the  disease,  of  which  it  then  forms  or  of  serum  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 

an  important  prognostic  symptom,  and  an  mechanically  impeding  the  entrance  of  the 

important  guide  for  our  treatment :  it  shows  air.     In  dyspnoea  the  breathing  is  almost 

us  that  there  is  a  tendency  to   death  by  always  most  difficult  when  the  patient  ia 

asthenia,  and  we  have  to  endeavour  to  keep  lying  on  his  back..    One  reason  for  this  ia 

the  patient  alive  by  supporting  his  strength  plain.     In  the  supine  horizontal  posture  the 

as  well  as  we  can,— -this  being  the  chief  or  action  of  the  diaphragm  is  obstructed  by  the 

the  only  indication.  weightand  pressure  of  the  abdominal  viscera ; 

Debility    is    occasionally    the    principal  and  the  erect  position  obviates  this.     Up-* 

symptom  of  the  whole  disease — as  in  hemi-  right  breathing,  ortKopnmat  has  come  to  be 

plegia,  paraplegia,  or  in  more  partial  palsy,  considered  as  a  distinct  modification  of  dya- 

palsy  of  one  limb,  even  of  a  finger,  or  of  a  pnoea.     The  patient  cannot  lie  down, 
single  muscle,  as  of  the  levator  palpebrarum.         Sometimes,  as  in  asthma,   the  difficulty 

This,  though  it  may  seem  trifling  in  itself,  is  of  breathing  comes  on  in  separate  paroxysma; 

for  from  being  so  in  reality ;  it  often  forms  a  the  respiration  becomes  idl  at  once  loucU 

fragment    only  of  a  most  serious  disease  ;  sonorous,  and  wheezing.     A  person  who  had 

and  from  such  partial  aymptoms  of  palsy  we  never  seen  any  cases  of  this  kind  would 

may  prognosticate  a  more  general  and  alarm«  imagine  that  the  patient  was  at  the  point  of 

ing  attack.     A  slight  degree   of  paralysis  death — that  it  was  all  over  with  him ;   but 

affecting  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye  will  the  most  frightful  of  these  attacks  are  seldom 

produce  a  squint,   and  consequent   double  attended  with  any  immediate  danger.     They 

vision;  and  this  occurs  not  only  in  hydrooe*  depend  frequently  upon  organic  disease  of 

phalus,  ^en  it  is  a  most  significant  phieno*  the  lungs,  heart,  or  aorta :  sometimes  they 

nacBon,  but  also  as  a  prelude  to  more  exten*  seem  to  be  purely  spssmodic  :  sometimes  to 

rive  palsy.    General  palsy  ia  sometimes  pre-  result  from  transient  congestion  of  blood  in 

foeed  by  an  affection  of  the  tongue  of  the  the  lungs. 

same  nature,   producing   a  faultering  and         Cough  is  a  riolent  spasmodic  action.    A 

IndistinotneA  of  speech.  full  inspiration  is  taken ;  then  the  glottis  is 

8patm  is  an  instance  of  disturbance  and  closed  pretty  firmly — and  in  expiration  the 

the  power  of  perversion  of  voluntary  motion,  air  is  forced  suddenly  out,  and  witlkit,  fre- 

It  consists  in  an  irregular  and  violent  con-  quendy,   mucus,    or  other  matters  which 

traction  ofrauacnlarparta— »involuntary,even  irritated  the  lungs  or  brondii.     It  seema  to 

when  the  voluntary  'muscles  are  c(moemed.  be  one  of  the  efforts  of  nature  to  expel  from 

Cramp  is  a  familiar  example  of  it ;  and  we  the  lungs  things  which  ought  not  to  bo  there, 

have  been  taught,  since  the  cholera  has  made  There  are  several  varieties  of  cough  i  it  is  a 

its  appearance  among  us,  to  regard  cramp  as  aymptombelongingtosomanydangerouscom- 

sometimes  a  very  fwrnidable  symptom :  not  plaints — ^pneumonia,   pulmonary  c<msnmp- 

formidable    in    itself,    but   formidable    in  tion,   and  diseases  of   the    heart — that  it 

reapeot  to  the  condition  that  gives  rise  to  it.  always  demands  strict  attention.     No  one 


-    DISORDERED  FUNCnOKS.  26S 

Tiho  bas  once  heard  it  can  erer  miateke  ihe  aspect  of  the  obm,  and  to  contider  the  hmg 
hwipimff,  cough.     There  is  also  a  startling  list  of  symptoms  in  reference  to  the  diseases 
obstrepeFOUB    sort    of    cough,     shattering  they  denote  or  accompany.    All  that  I  am 
one's   ears  almost,    like    the   noise  of    a  at  present  attempting  is  to*  give  yon  some 
person  coughing  through  a  brass  trumpet  general  notion  of  what  symptoms  are ;  to 
"•-which    depends     upon    some     peculiar  put  before  you,  as  samples,  a  few  of  the 
state  of  the  neirous    system,   implies  no  most  prominent ;  and  to  shew  yon,  eten  by 
danger,  and  is  more  distressing  to  the  by-  this  cursory  and  imperfect  view  of  them,  df 
standers  than  to  the  person  who  utters  it.     I  how  great  importance  it  is  that  we  should 
believe  you  may  ofben  distinguish  the  cough  make  their  relations  to  each  other  and  to 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs  from  tiiat  of  different   diseases,   and   their  signification, 
phthisis,  and  each  from  the  cough  of  hysteria,  diagnostic,  prognostic,  and  therapeutic,  the 
by  their  respectiYe  sounds :  but  we  have  much  objects  of  our  most  diUgent  attention, 
better  methods  of  distinguishing  them — ^vis.  I  might  find  matter  for  two  or  three  lee- 
the  concurrence  or  the  absence  of  certain  tnres— if  my  present  object  would  admit  of 
other  sounds  belonging  to  the  respiration,  them— in  the    symptoms  tiiat  are  drawn 
and  ascertained  by  auscultation.  firom  the  Unctions  belonging  to  the  etrcula- 
Sneezing    is    another  morbid  symptom,  tUm.    Every  body  knows  how  much  impor- 
which,  though  it  may  appear  trifling,  is  not  tance  is  attributed  to  the  state  of  the  pulse« 
to  be  overlooked.     It  is  a  very  common  A  patient  would  think  us  careless  and  n^i- 
symptom  in  catarrhal    affections.      When  gent  if  we  did  not  feel  his  pulse ;  and  really 
sneezing  occurs  in  combination  with  cough,  tht  information  obtained  by  ttet  little  opera- 
it  affordd  a  preaumption  that  the  cough  is  tion  is  often  of  the  most  interesting  and 
not  phthisical.     Sneezing  may  even  happen  instructive  kind.     But  it  requires  practice 
as  a  primary  disease,   occurring  in  long-  and  intelligence  to  appreciate  that  informa- 
oontinued  paroxysms.     I  have  at  present  tion.     The  qualities  tiiat  we  most  attend  to 
under  my  care  a  young  lady  of  an  hysterical  in  the  pulse  are  its  frequency,  its  regularity, 
disposition,  whose  niain  distress  consists  in  its  fblness,  and  its  force.     It  is  necenary 
violent  and  protracted  attacks  of  stemuta-  that  we  should  know  the  number  of  beats 
tion,  which  have  harassed  her  almost  daily  which  the  heart  habitually  makes  in  health ; 
for  many  months.     One  of  our  bishops  is  for  it  varies  much  in  different  persons.     Its 
subject  to  very  inconvenient  fits  of  this  kind,  average  number  of  pulsations  in  a  healttiy 
He  will  begin  to  sneeze  and  go  on  sneezing  adult  is  from  70  to  75  ;   but  there  are  per- 
incessaotly  for  a  long  time  together.     I  be-  sons  who,  when  they  are  quite  weU   have 
Iteve  that  he  finds  an  effectual   remedy  for  always  a  pulse  of  80  or  90 ;   and  there  are 
ttiese  attacks  in  plunging  his  head  into  cold  others  in  whom  the  pulse  seldom  rises  he- 
water,  yond  60.     If  we  do  not  inform  ourselves  of 
I  say  nothing  here  ofthose  direct  symptoms  these  peculiarities,  we  may  fell  into  great 
of  pulmonary  disease  which  are  ascertuned  mistakes.     In  disease  the  pulse  may  acquire 
by  the  sense  of  hearing — by  percussion  and  a  degree  of  frequency  which  is  scarcely  cal- 
anscnltation.     I  shall  enter  fully  into  that  culable  ;  and  the  less  so  because,  when  it  is 
subject  hereafter.     A  systematic  account  of  extremely  frequent,    it  is    also    extremely 
Symptoms,  if  this  were  the  fitting  place  for  feeble :  it  will  reach  150,  160,  or  even  200 
it,  which  it  is  not,  would  require  a  dozen  or  beats  in  a  minute.     In  other  cases --as  in 
twenty  lectures.    To  perceive  the  relation  of  apoplexy  sometimes,  and  in  some  organic 
symptoms,  taken  one  by  one  or  in  diverse  i^ectionsof  the  heart— the  pulse  will  become 
combinations,  to  the  various  known  forms  extremely  slow.    The  slowest  pulse  I  ever 
of  disease,  you  must  have  some  prior  know-  felt  was  that  of  a  man  sixty-eight  years  old, 
ledge  of  diseases.    But  I  am  obliged  to  who  was  for  some  time  a  patient  of  mine 
suppose  (however  incorrect  the  supposition  with  diseased  heart,  and  dropsy.     His  pulse 
maybe  in  respect tolK>meamong  you)  that  you  was  often  as  low  as  25  in  the  minute.     He 
are  mere  beginners,  and  have  still  to  learn  died  suddenly  in  his  chair,  and  1  was  very 
even    the    rudiments   of   such  knowledge,  desirous   of  examining  h^  body,  but  his 
Different  diseases  may  have  many  symptoms  widow  would  not  allow  it.     In  die  17th 
in  common.    The  same  symptom  may  bear  volume  of  Duncan's  Medical  Commentaries, 
a  very  different  import  according  as  it  is  there  is  a  case  related  in  which  the  pulse 
eombinedwith  other  symptoms;  or  connected  was  as  low  as  nine  beats  in  the  minute, 
with    this  or  that  disorder.     The  proper  We  learn  a  good  deal  in  certain  disorders 
place  for   a    comprehensive  and  complete  from  the  variations  and  fluctuations  of  the 
review  of  symptoms  would,  ^erefore,  be  at  pulse  in  respect  to  flnequency — ^in  hydrooe- 
thc^rf  of  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  practice  pbalus,    for    example,    and    in    continued 
of  physic.    When  the  various  forms  of  dis-  fever. 

ease  had  been  gone  through,  in  reference  to  Irregularity  of  the  pulse  is  another  condi- 

the  symptoms    belonging    to    them,  then  tion  which  is  often  foil  of  meaning,  and  of 

would  bo  the  tnnc  to  take  the  converse  interest.    -I  hope,  as  the  lectnres  proceed, 
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t6  be  able  to  point  oat  the  bearings  of  these  letting  as  a  lemedj.     It  often  seems  to  be 

several  qoslities  of  the  pnlse  upon  our  Tiewa  dependent  npon  a  moibtd  condition  of  tho 

of  disease,  and  espedaUy  upon  its  treatment,  artery  itself,   brooght  on,  as  Dr.  Latham  hae 

At  present  I  most  repeat  that  I  pretend  to  saggested,  by  the  pemicioas  habit  of  dsaaa- 

do  no  more  than  furnish  yon  wi&  a  £bw  drinddng.     It  is,  however,  at  all  times  eon- 

sampleB  of  the  phenomena  Uiat  characterise  odered  so  much  a  guide  to  our  practice,  the* 

disease.     Irregularity  of  the  pulse  is  natural  whenever  it  occurs,  it  is  very  neoeasary  that 

to  some  persons.    I  have  a  brother  who  the  exact  cause  of  it  sbonld  be  canAilly 

eiqoys  very  good  healdi,  and  whose  pulse  is  enquired  into. 

always  extremely  irregular  :   I  have  been        Before  I  oonciade  this  rou^  review  of 

told  thst  when  he  was  ill  with  a  fever  at  symptoms,  I  must  pomt  out  one  or  two  that 

sdiool,  it  became  r^^nlar.     I  have  heard  of  bekn^  to  the  third  class  mentioned ;  via. 

several  precdsely  similar  cases.    These  are  changes  of  sensible  qualities.    These  indade 

two  varieties    of  irregular  pulse— in   one  variations  in  the  tempeFstare  of  the  body : 

the  niotioos  of  the  artery  are  unequal  in  in  the  colour  of  the  surfroe,  and  eapeeiaUy 

numbo*  and  force,  a  few  beats  being  from  of  the  lace  :    the  dinunntion  or  increaae  of 

time  to  time  more  rapid  and  feeble  thm  the  bulk ;  the  latter,  when  general,  we  call  oof^ 

rest :  in  the  other  variety  a  pulsation  is  firom  pulence ;  when  partial,  swelling :  sndvarioua 

time  to  time  entirely  1^  out— the  pulse  is  other  symptoms,  especially  those  which  are 

asid  to  intermit,    lliese  two  varieties  may  detected  by  auscultation, 
coincide  in  the  same  person,  or  they  may        Wasting,  or  emaciation,  ia  sometimes  tiie 

exist  indepcndoidy  of  eaeh  other.  first  observable  symptom  of  disease.      It 

Irregularity  of  the  pulse  may  be  caused  occurs  in  complaints  that  are  not  commonly 
by  disease  vrithm  the  head— by  organic  die-  dangerous— as  in  dyspepsia,  and  in  hypo- 
ease  of  the  heart — ^by  rimple  dUsoider  of  the  chondriasis,  whidi  is  often  coimected  vrith 
stomsch->or  it  may  be  mierely  the  result  of  dyspepsia :  wad  when  it  does  appear  it 
debility  and  the  prelude  of  the  entire  stoppage  marks  the  reality  of  the  diaease.  llus  wast- 
of  the  heart's  action  ftom  asthenia.  How  ing  also  h^pens  in  many  fiitsl  diseases — in 
importsnt  must  it  be  to  ascertain  and  con-  phthisis  puhnonalis,  for  example— «nd  in 
strue  eadi  of  theae  meanings  of  the  same  dropsy,  althou^  the  dropsiasi  enlargement 
symptom.  It  may  indicate  mortal  disease  sometimes  masks  it.  It  acoompanicB  maagr 
•—it  may  imply  no  danger  at  all :  it  may  acute  diseases,  and  is  reckoned  an  unikvoni»- 
afibrd  no  clue  to  any  availabie  treatment  s  able  symptom ;  for  it  shews  that  the  body  is 
or  it  may  teach  us  how  to  ward  off  impend*  not  properly  nourished.  SometiaaBs  the 
ing  dissolution.  emaciation  is  so  extreme,  that  the  intsgo- 

Anotber  most  important  quality  of  the  mente  give  way — the  bones  of  the  psikat 


pulse  is  what  is  called  ite  hardness,  or  in-  sre  said  to  come  through  his 

eomprsssibility.     You  find  tiiat  you  can  We  have  examples  <rf  symptoms  that 

scarcely  aboli^  the  pulsation  by  any  degree  sist  in  ehangea  of  oolonr,  in  the  flushed 

of  pressure ;  the  blood  still  forces  ite  way  dieek  of  iiever ;  in  the  pallor  belonging  to 

through    the  artery   beneath  your  finger,  many  diseases ;  in  the  combination  of  thoae 

Sometimes  it  is  felt  to  strike  a  Isige  portion  colours  presented  by  theredspotsurroonded 

also  of  the  finger,  and  then  we  say  that  the  by  paleness  of  the  cheek  ao  characteristio;of 

pulse  is  botii  hard  and  fbll,  or  large.    When  hectic  fever ;  in  the  yellowness  of  the  skin 

it  strikes  a  very  small  portion  of  the  sarfece  snd  coigunctiva  in  janndioB ;  in  the  dusky 

of  the  fiiiger,  it  is  compsred  to  a  thread ;  it  hue  of  the  countenance  and  the  lividity  of 

is  a  small  pidse :  and  if  at  the  same  time  it  the  lips  noticeable  whenever  the  due  arte- 

be  hard— soch  a  pulse  is  often  described  as  rialisation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs  is  inter- 

a  wiry  pulse.    It  requires  some  education  fered  with ;  and  jn  a  long  catalogue  of  cnta^ 

of  the  finger  to  appreciate  with  exactness  the  neons  disorders. 

several  varieties  of  the  pulse,  even  those  Let  me  once  more  remind  you  of  the 
which  are  practically  important ;  for  many  peculiar  importance  of  accnstoming  yonr- 
have  been  mentioned  by  authors  which  are  selves  to  take  notice  of  the  s]nnptoms  com- 
purely  fendftil,  or  useless  and  unnecessary  prised  in  the  last  two  classes,  and  eqiecially 
refinemento.  ^  tilie  last  dass,  thatyou  may  attain  to  a  qmck 
Now  this  hard  pulse  I  shall  soon  hsTC  to  perception  of  them.  Changes  of  sensible 
spesk  of  again,  in  connexion  with  the  qualities  spesk  for  tiiemselves,  and  speak  the 
treatment  required  in  inflammation.  It  is  truth.  They  csnnot  deceive  us,  as  the 
<me  of  the  best  vrarrante  we  have,  in  many  Terbal  stetemente  of  even  consdenlioua  pa- 
oases,  of  the  propriety  of  bleeding  our  pa-  tiente  respecting  their  uneasyfedu^  miglit. 
tient.  It  does  npt  occur,  however,  in  ail  They  direct  us  in  the  dioice  sad  order  of 
inflammations,  and  it  may  occur  whoi  there  our  questions :  nay,  they  firequeatiy  spare  us 
ia  no  inflammation.  It  may  depend  upon  the  necessity  of  putting  many  questions; 
hyperlrophyof  the  left  ventride  of  tiie  heart,  questions  which  might beirksome  or  fetigong 
and  then  it  ia  beyond  the  reach  of  blood-  to  oar  pattente,  orotfoMivcrto  tbeisnataod 
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ddkaej^,  or  even  huitAil  by  letting  them  Section   2.  —  Tlw   aUaclmie&te   of  the 

know  onr  thoughts  respecting  thdrdiiorders.  vessels,  or  mnscnlar  parts  inserted  into  the 

Of  the  change  in  sensible  qualities  we  judge  roots  of  the  arteries,  espedaUy  the  pubnonary 

by  our  own  eyes,  and  ears,  and  fingers,  and  artery,  were  observed  very  distinctly  to  ap- 

often  by  our  noses  also ;  and  the  i^nge  is  proximate  slightly  towards  the  apex  in  each 

sometimes,  of  itself,  perfectly  characteristic  systole,  and  to  recede  firom  the  apex  In 

of  the  complaint.  diastole. 

Many  more  morbid  phenomena,  or  symp-  Section  3. — A  barely  perceptible  differ- 

toms,  or  tokens  of  disease,  might  have  been  enoe  in  time  was  detected  between  the  systole 

mentioned ;  but  I  have  said  enough,  I  hope,  of  the  left  ventricle  and  diastole  of  the  aorta ; 

to  rouae  your  attention  to  the  extent  and  the  no  distinct  interval  however, 

fiertility  of  this  field  of  study.     When  we  Section  4. — ^A  glass  tube  was  introduced 

next  meet  I  shall  begin  to  consider  one  of  into  the  lower  cava,  and  a  column  of  blood 

the  special  ibnns  of  disease  to  which  all  obtained,  which  oscillated  frequently,   bnt 


parts  of  the  body  are  liable — a  disease  that  not  in  accordance  with  the  heart's  motions, 

meets  us  at^every  turn — I  mean  mflamma'"  but  so  as  to  be  attributable,  the  Reporter 

Him*  conceived,  to  the  irrqpilar  spasmodic  res- 

___^ piratory  efforts  occurring  in  the  right  side  of 

the  cliMt,  which  was  still  air-tight  the  medi« 

BXFERIBIBNTS  astinum  being  still  intact.     The  oscillations 

ON  THE  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  were  sometimes  short,  and  rapidly  succeeded 

OF  THE  HEART  ^  ^^^  other,  with  a  rhythm  not  differing 

greatiy  from  that  of  the  heart,  but  at  otiier 

BT  nw  LOKnoN  coMMirrans    OF    TH«  times  were  protracted  titfough  seveial  beats 

BunsH  ASSOCIATION  FOB  1838^9,  of  the  heart,  vis.  an  ascent  continued  for 

Awn  1839-40.  several  seconds,  successively  followed  by  a 

BXPBRiMXNTS  FOB  1839-40.  descent  in  the  tube  of  similar  duration. 

[Oondndedfromp.  191.]  Section  5.;— The  pulsation  of  tiie  veins 

— >  was  very  distinct  to  the  eye  in  systole  in 

Obs.  XXIII. — ^August  24th.    Sulffeet —  both  the  pulmonary  veins  and  cava,  but 

A    dog   (buU-dog    terrier,)    one   to    two  whether  owing  to  the  auricular  systole  exclu- 

years    old,    stunned,    and      chest    artifi-  sively  was  not  examined  into  with  sufficient 

cially  inflated      Phenomena — Results    of  care.    This  much  was  ascertained,  that  1^ 

threading  cfifferent  parts  of  the  ventricles,  visible  venous  action  was  a  diastole  ooindd- 

and    at    the  same  moment    pressing  the  Ing  with  the  commencement  of  the  general 

tiifcaded  parts  with  the  finger,  and  pulling  action  of  the  heart,  and  followed  inunedistely 

at  them  by  means  of  the  thread,  shewing  the  by  a  systole.    Neither  diastole  nor  systole 

mechanism  of  the  heart's  throb. — Rhythm  of  vein  seemed  gradual,  but  abrupt  and 

of  cardiac  and  aortic  pulsations.— Results  of  slmost  instantaneous. 

Introdneing  a  tube  into  the  cava. — Respire-  Section  6. — ^A  heavy  curved  knife  was 

lory   suctkm. — Venous    regurgitation    in  placed  on  the  Ieftventricle»  and  held  erect 

systole.--*Flienomena  of  the  heart's  action  between  the  fingers,  so  as  to  aUow  motion 

out  of  the  body,  both  aa  to  motions  and  upwarda  or  downwards,  and  the  result  was. 

sounds.  as  in  former  experiments,  an  elevation  by 

Section  1. — The  heart  was  laid  bare,  and  sudden  heave  upwardsof  the  knife  in  systole, 
m  tiuBsd  was  passed  throu|^  the  apex  cordis,  followed  by  a  subsidence  in  disstole,  with 
and  a  second  .tiurough  (£e  parietea  nearly  depression  of  the  surface. 
over  tiie  mitral  orifice,  and  traction  was  Section  7. — The  heart  was  cut  out  while 
exerted  on  eadi  string  in  a  direction  out-  still  beating,'  and  continued  to  beat  in  the 
wards  snd  away  from  or  vertical  to  the  hand  regularly  with  normal  rhythm  for  two 
point  of  insertion,  and  the  result  was,  that  or  three  minutes,  and  notwithstanding  being 
m  each  systole  eadi  string  was  felt  to  be  shifted  from  hand  to  hand  amongst  three 
pulled  and  rendered  tense,  and  to  become  observetrs.  The  first  sound  was  distinct 
lax  in  diastole.  At  the  moment  of  tension  during  tiie  whole  of  the  time,  bnt  less  sharply 
in  eadi  cord,  a  finger  was  placed  on  the  defindl  at  its  commencement.  It  wanted 
poiBtatvdiicheachiX>rdrespectively  had  been  likewise  the  jerking  motion  over  the  anri- 
mtrodoeed,  and  the  result  waa  a  double  een-  ventricular  openings,  and  the  strong  eccentric 
sation,  vis.  first,  that  of  traction  in  the  impulse  or  upward  heaving  in  systole,  and 
cord,  indlffl*<?Bg  contraction  of  the  heart,  strongly  marked  subsidenoe  of  the  ventricle 
andmutMlappniximdtion  of  its  extremities;  hok  diastole.  Hie  coneentric  motions  and 
and,  secondly,  that  of  outward  impulse  in  the  attempt  at  general  rounding  and  the  shorten- 
point  of  tiie  parietea  under  the  finger,  indi-  ing  of  the  systole  were  tolerably  distinct^ 
eating,  m  the  reporter  conceived,  the  undn-  There  was  no  second  or  diastolic  sound, 
lation  of  the  blood  reacting  agamst  the  com*  When  cut  open,  the  columnsB  camett  men 
pnHfaigpBri0teBoftheTentficies»  seen  to  set  along  with  the  parietea. 
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Ob8.  XXIV. — ^26th  and  28th«    Repeated  cesaion  rather  than  by  alternation  of  actions, 

the  experiment  on  the  contraction  of  the  Hie  auricles  contract  abruptly  after  the  rest 

abdominal  musclesi  as  productive  of  a  sound  or  pause,  and  the    ventricles  immediately 

resembling  the  systolic  sound  of  the  heart,  after  the  auricles,  without  any  distinct  inter- 

m  the  presence  of  Dr.   Edwin  Harrison,  Tal  between  the    successive    systoles;  and 

Dr.   Hamilton  Roe,    Mr.     Gullrrer,    Mr.  the  diastoles  of  the  cavities  follow  in  some- 

B.     Phillips,      and     Dr.    Robert     Boyd,  what  similar  order,  viz.  the  aurictilar  diastole 

The  instrument  employed  was  the  flexible  coindding  with  the  Tentricular  systole,  and 

ear- tube  qr  stethoscope,  with  which  only  the  continuing  after ;  and  the  true  rest  or  pause 

experiment  is  satisfactorily  practicable,  on  of  the  heart  being  constituted  by  the  dias- 

account  of  the  strong  impulse  attending  the  toles  of  auricles    and  Tentricles   together, 

contraction,  and  the  difficulty  of  distinguish-  and  in  reality,  though  not  in  amanner  sensible 

ing  the  acoustic  from  the  tactual  sensations  externally,  ceasing  on  the  recurrence  of  the 

it  occasions.  auricular  systole  :   and  this  rhjrthm  of  the 

Section  1.  —  The  end  of  the  instm-  motions  seems  to  be  universal,  and  common 
ment  was  placed  in  contact  with  the  ab-  to  warm  and  cold-blooded  animals*, 
dominal  parietes,  and  held  firmly  down  2.  That  the  visible  systolic  and  diastolic 
upon  the  surfece  with  the  intervention  of  a  motions  are  first  perceived  at  the  hasea  or 
shirt  and  thick  flannel  undervest.  A  strong  fixed  parts  of  the  cavities,  viz.  in  the  auri- 
and  sudden  expiratory  effort  was  then  made  cles  at  the  sinuses,  and  in  the  ventricles  at 
(in  the  manner  described  in  the  first  Report  the  fundus  cordis,  and  that  the  apices  of  the 
of  the  London  Committee),  with  the  mouth  auricles  and  ventricles,  or  free  parts,  are 
and  nostrils  closed,  so  that  a  strong  vibratory  brought  into  full  action  after  the  other  parts, 
action,  ending  in  firm  tension  of  the  parietal  and  only  just  before  the  supervention  of  the 
muscles,  was  sensible  to  the  subject  of  obser-  opposite  and  next  succeeding  condition  of 
vation  (the  Reporter),  and  likewise  to  the  the  cavities  respectively,  whether  that  con- 
observers,  and  with  this  result,  that  a  single  dition  be  systole  or  diastole, 
load  obtuse  abrupt  short  sound  was  heard,  3.  That  in  systole  the  heart  is  diminished 
and  thought  by  every  gentleman  to  resemble  in  all  its  dimensions  (except  only  in  such 
more  or  less  the  -systolic  sound  of  the  heart,  regions  or  parts  of  the  organs  as  may  have 

Section   2. — ^The    same   experiment  was  been  previously  compressed   or  collapsed, 

repeated,  with  the  addition  of  several  folds  during  the  unresisting  flaccidity  of  the  dias- 

of  silk  handkerchief  to  the  intervening  sub-  tole),  and  that  its  long  axis  in  particular  is 

stances ;   and  again  with  a  double  fold  of  strikingly  and  invariably  shortened, 

cloth  and  silk  likewise  in  addition  to  the  4.  Tliat  the  normal  systolic  action  of  the 

under  clothing  above  named,   but  without  auricles  is  energetic  andalmost  instantaneous, 

any  important  difference  of  result.  and  quite  universal :  the  manifestations  of 

Section  3. — Hard  substances  also  were  contraction  in  the  appendix  perceptibly  suc- 

interposed  above  the  under-clothing,  viz.  a  ceeding  to  those  of  contraction  in  the  sinus, 

common    framed  school  slate,    and   small  although  by  a  very  minute  interval ;  and  that 

bound  books  of  different  sizes,  but  no  im-  the  normal  auricular  diastole  is  gradual,  con- 

portant  difference  was  observed,  except  with  tinuous,  and  wholly  passive,  and  is  effected  by 

the  slate,  through  which  the  sound  was  con-  an  influx  of  blood  from  the  cava  progressively 

sidered  to  be  less  distinct  decidedly  than  in  distending  the  cavity  from  sinus  to  apex,  and 

any  other  form  in  which  the  experiment  had  from  the  termination  of  one  systole  of  the 

been  tried.     In  all  these  trials  pains  were  cavity  to  the  commencement  of  the  succeed- 

taken  to  keep  the  cup  of  the  stethoscope  in  ing  one. 

accurate  contact  all  round,  through  the  5.  That  the  systole  of  the  ventricles  is 
substances  interposed,  with  the  abdomen ;  gradual  in  its  development,  and  complex  in 
and  that  was  easily  effected  by  the  use,  on  its  phenomena :  part  of  these  phenomena 
the  part  of  the  Reporter  who  was  the  subject  being  attributable  to  contraction  in  the  raus- 
of  experiment,  of  both  hands  at  once  in  cular  parietes,  and  part  to  reaction  on  the 
maintaining  equal  pressure.  It  is  proper  to  part  of  the  fluids.  By  the  muscular  con- 
mention  that  several  observers  agreed  in  traction  the  heart  is  made  to  compress  the 

stating   that  similar   sounds,   occurring   to     — — 

them  in  the  cardiac  region,  would  be  referred  •  The  only  exception  known  to  the  reporter, 

by  them  to  the  systole  of  the  heart  without  [win  books orob»eiTatioii.seemiapparei.tntther 

.n«  v«»;f-«««  ***■"  '^*»  ^"-  ■"  alternation  of  action,  as  noted 

any  hesitation.  w  Lancisi,  in  the  chick  in  ovo,  and  by  several 

coNci^nacoKs  ranit  both  ssRiFfl  av  itxpv  observers,  for  example,  in  cases  of  very  rapid 

CONCLUSIONS  FROM  BOTH  SERIES  OF  EXPB-  cardiac  action.    In  such  cases  the  diastoles  have 

RiiiBNTs  AND  OBSERVATIONS,  VIZ.  THOSE  been  BO  hurhed  and  short  (owing,  no  doubt,  to 

OF  1838>9,  AND  THOSE  OF  1839-40.  '^^^  rapidandcopiousinflux  from  the  vein8)that 

_  _  -.  the  systoles  of  the  ventricles  have  been  closely 

Motioni.  approximated  to  each  other,  and  the  intervcniofp 

1.  That  the  order  of  the  motions  of  the  I5?JSS?n??S^.V«^i!I'i%'?'*^ 

m^wi^y^  ...J  . .  <.  •  1     •    "L          ..•  alternation  of  systole  and  diastole  without  iDter* 

auricles  and  ventricles  is  by  continuous  sue-  vcning  rest  been  produced.            """"«*  »"«•«• 
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blood»  whieh  resists  in  aU  directions  alike,  efforts,  and  exdusively  of  moyements  of  the 

and  thrusts  out  the  previously  flattened,  de-  lungs  and  diaphragm,  excepting  in  its  shape, 

pressed,  or  collapsed  sides  of  the  yentricles,  and  sise,  and  in  the  thickness  and  tension  of 

and  effectuates  in  great  pact  that  shortening  its  parietes,  and  the  capacities  of  its  cavities, 

of  the  organ,  that  is  required  to  admit  of  The  doctrine  that  the  prsecordial  pulsation  is 

of  closure  of  the  auri-ventricular  valves:  and  caused  by  a  blow  received  by  the  ribs,  in 

this  reaction  of  the  fluids  mainly  contributes,  coDsequence    of    the    heart's    ''jumping" 

under  certain    favouring  circumstances  of  (AX/ia,   Hippocrates)   or    striking    against 

position,  &c.  to  cause  tilie  motion  that  has  them  ('' pectus  ferit,"  Harvey — Costam  ictu 

been  described  as  tilting  of  the  apex,  &c.  percutit,''  Haller,  &c.  &c.)  appears  to  be 

which  motion  is  principally  (the  Reporter  superfluous  with  a  view  to  explanation  of  phe- 

believes  exclusively;  a  result  of  the  elevation  nomena  (notwithstanding  the  ingenious  illus- 

of  the  long  axis*  of  Uie  heart  in  systole,  caused  trations  of  the  ancient  opinion  by  Senac  and 

by  the  assumption  of  a  convex  or  globular  Hunter),  and  to  be  substantially  imfounded  in 

form  in  the  central  parts  of  the  organ,  in-  point  of  fact. 

stead  of  the  superiorly  and  inferiorly  or  late-        8.  Iliat  the  arterial   diastole  or  pulse, 

rally  compressedstate  of  theprevious  diastole,  almost  every  where  outside  of  the  peri* 

With  respect  to  diastole,  it  appears  that  cardium,  perceptibly  succeeds  to  the  cardiac 

the  ventricular  diastole  or  dilatation  is  wholly  sjrstole,  though  near  the  heart  the  interval 

passive,  exerting  no  influence  over  the  venous  between  them  is  very  brief,  and,  to  unprac- 

current,  or  the  motions  of  the  arterial  valves,  tised  observers,  difficult  to  distinguish, 
and  is  partly  effected  by  an  influx  of  blood 

from  the  veins  commencing  at  the  moment  Sounds^ 

of  relaxation  of  the  ventricles,  and  con-        9.  That  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  der 

tinning  until  the  succeeding  systole,   and  pends  partly,  but  in  a  slight  degree,  on  the 

reinforced  immediately  before  the  latter  by  abrupt  closure  and  transitory  tension  of  the 

an  abrupt  influx  from  the  auricles.  auri- ventricular  valves,  which  gives  to  this 

6.  That  the  pulsations  of  the  veins  are  of  sound  much  of  its  sharp  well-defined  begin- 
two  kinds  at  least  in  some  animals;  viz.  ning;  but  that  the  first  sound  is  mainly  attri- 
both  active  and  passive;  and  the  latter  or  butable  to  cardiac  muscular  tension  alone,  and 
passive  pulsations,  which,  on  the  authority  of  that  its  prolonged  duration  is  owing  in  great 
Haller,  may  be  held  to  exist  in  all  animals,  partto  theprogressivecharacterofthefiillsys- 
are  attributable  to  reflux  from  the  auricles  tolic  effort  from  fundus  to  apex ;  and  that  this 
in  their  systole.  sound  is  in  no  degree  attributable  to  any 

7.  The  prsecordial  throb  or  pulsation  is  blow  or  stroke  of  the  heart  against  the  ribs, 
caused,  immediately,  by  the  undulation  of  the  10.  That  the  auricular  systole  is  attended 
blood  in  its  resistance  to  sudden  muscular  by  an  intrinsic  sound  resembling  that  of  the 
compression  in  the  systole  of  the  ventricles,  ventricles,  but  more  short,  obtuse,  and 
This  reaction  of  the  fluids  is  first  perceived  feeble.  Hus  auricular  systolic  sound  is 
about  the  fundus  of  the  ventricles,  and  last  often  difficult  of  detection,  even  on  the 
about  the  apex,  towards  which  it  seems  to  be  naked  heart,  and  with  tolerably  vigorous 
proffagated  by  a  continuous  undulation  from  action  of  the  auricles,  owing  to  its  being, 
the  fundus  with  extreme  rapidity.  In  con-  to  the  inexperienced  ear,  id^sorhed  in,  or 
sequence  of  this  reaction  of  the  blood,  the  masked  by,  the  immediately  succeeding  and 
heart's  sides  are  rendered  convex,  instead  of  much  louder  systolic  ventricular  sound, 
compressed  or  flattened  as  in  diastole,  and  11.  That  the  sounds  of  friction  in  peri- 
are,  in  the  middle  parts  more  especially,  carditis  may,  when  well  marked  and  under 
heaved  outwards  from  the  central  axis  ah-  ordinary  circumstances,  be  expected  to  be 
ruptly  and  with  great  force.  Thus  on  all  double  at  lea^t,  and  they  may  be  not  im- 
parts of  the  surface  of  the  organ  an  impulse  probably  triple  or  more.  In  its  systole  eadi 
isfeltin  systole,  which  is  greatest  there  where,  cavity  of  the  heart  moves  so  as  to  cause  a 
in  addition  to  passive  flaccidity  of  walls,  friction  of  its  attached  lamina  in  one  direc- 
there  has  been  collapse  in  the  diastole  (viz.  tion  against  the  adjacent  lamina  of  the  peri- 
the  central  parts),  and  which  is  least  where  cardium ;  and  in  its  diastole  a  pericardial 
such  collapse  has  previously  been  wanting  friction  is  caused  by  each  cavity  in  an  oppo- 
or  slight  (viz.  the  apex).  liiis  cardiac  im-  site  direction ;  and  as  the  auricular  appen- 
pulse  is  usually  perceived,  in  the  healthy  dices  move  to  and  fro  independently  of  the  ven- 
Bttbjeet,  over  the  apex  only,  owing  to  its  tricles,  the  normal  pericardial  frictions  must 
being  absorbed  and  neutrslized  over  other  be,  as  direct  observation  shows  them  to  be, 
parts  of  the  heart  by  an  interposed  thick  quadruple,  or  double  with  the  auricles,  and 
mass  of  spongy  lung.  double  widi  the  ventricles.    If,  therefore. 

The  heart  does  not  oscillate  on  the  aorta,  those  frictions  were  rendered  sonorous  by 

or  move  to  and  fro  in  the  chest  from  systole  the  interposition  of  any  rough  substances 

to  diastole,  andrtee  vertd ;  nor  does  it  suffer  between  the  rubbing  surfaces  (as  lymph  for 

any  changes    in   consequence  of   its  own  example),  and  supposing  the  heart's  actions 
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MiflidflBtly  Tigoroiu,  we  night,  under  oHi-  Tlie  notice  of  tills  ftct  hf  tbe  Reporter  hie 

nary  cimmutaaoet,  anticipate  widi  eonlk-  been  rendered  neoeflaarytn  eonaequence  of 

denoe,  a  dvpUcation  of  Btknnnnn  at  least,  some  attempts  at  Terification,  and  some  erf- 

one  systolic  and  one  diastolic.    Now  this  ticisms  on  an  experiment  of  the  London 

duplication  of  aoonds  must  be  the  prin-  Committee  for  1856-7,  published  in  the  Isst 

cipal    element   in    the    acooatic    diagnosis  edition  of  Doctor  Hope^l  ezoellent  wmk  on 

of  pericarditis,  since  effosed  lymph  may  tiie  Hesrt. 

be  of  any  thickiyess,  consistence,  extent,  17.  That  tiie  aoonds  d  (he  heart,  like  the 
&c.  8cc.,  and  may  be  sitnato  on  any  por-  motions,  are  goremed  by  the  same  law  in  all 
tion  of  the  heart*s  surface  between  its  nearest  warm-blooded  y™*!*  hitherto  examinrd, 
part  and  its  furthest,  and  may,  therefore,  and  probably  in  all  kinds  whatsoerer,  vis. 
cause  fricdon  sounds  of  the  most  Tariable  that  the  first  sound  in  all  ■p'™*^*  is  longer 
seat,  depth,  and  character.  But,  of  course,  and  obtuser,  and  the  second  sound  shorter 
another  physical  means  of  distinction  of  and  sharper ;  that  those  sounds  are,  as  in  the 
great  importance  remains,  yIz.  Ae  oompanu  human  heart,  respectiTely  systolic  and  dias* 
tirdy  equable  diffusion  of  the  sounds  of  tolic ;  that  tiieir  causation  likewise  follows 
periosrdial  fHctlon  all  around  the  aeat  of  the  ssme  law  as  those  of  man,  tiie  first  sound 
attrition  rather  than  in  any  one  or  exdurire  being  mainly  muscular,  and  the  second  ex- 
direction,  dusively  TslTular ;  likewise  that  there  is  the 
IS.  That  the  sounds  of  the  structurally  same  causation  and  mutual  relation  of  the 
healthy  heart  are  much  liable  to  modification  cardiac  and  arterid  pulsations, 
by  deviations  from  the  normd  standard  in  (Signed)  John  CLSNDiKifnio, 
the  condition  of  the  fluids,  and  in  the  order  M.D.  Oxen,  and  Bdin.,  Vdlow  of  the  Aor. 

and  force  and  equability  of  action  of  the  *^?lL?*'2'^H!!^-*^?^?*TL*'2r 

■««>  iv.*^  ■««  «^iHH#u>Y   vm   >i^MWH  w*   MM*  ^^^  Chir.  SodctT.  ThTSician  to  tbe  8t* 

camee  columnae,  and  otiier  contractile  parts  Marylebone  Infirmary. 

goyeming  or  influencing  the  setion  of  the 

TdTCS  and  the  closure  and  opening  again  of  — ^■— ^--^^-^— ^^-— -— — — — 

the  orifices  of  the  Yentricles ;  and  tUs  de-  REPORT  OP 

^^^Z^^^^^r^jZ::^  paeochul  lying-in  cases 


structural  del^  is  so  considerable  that  the  (^^^  KIOHTREN  MONTHS) 

seooBd  sound  may,  hi  tiie  normd  heart,  for  a  DURING  1839,  AND  TO  TH£  END  OF 

time  be  yery  yarioudy  modified,  or  maaked  JUNE,  1840. 

by  strange  murmurs,  or  eyen  apparently 

suppressed,  m  consequence  of  hemorrhage,  «^,_,  aJ^Ut^'^  r^^.l    ^'  ^.  .  -.^ 


yelns :  and  tiie  first  cardiac  sound,  though  _-,    ^,.  .  ^ , 

neyer  whoUy  wanting  during  tiie  actiye  ex-  [Conduded  ftem  pageia.] 
istenoe  of  the  heart,  may  stOl,  under  dmihur  (Far  the  MetUeal  Gazeite.J 
circumstanoea  to  those  just  refinrred  to,  pre-  _ 
sent  yarionsabnormdfiBatures;  may,  ejr.er.,  i>„^..«^w  i  r*        ?  •         -r  »?       j  » 
be  as  diort  as  tiie  second  Mmid,  or  bi  P^per»i  ConvtUswui,  foU^wed  by 
attended  or  foUowed  by  anomdoos  murmurs,  J^^^  I'entanitti. 
and  be  otherwise  strikingly  modified.  Cabb  IV.      Not.  23d.  ^  Catherine 
13.  Other  concludons,  more  or  less  satis-  M|Carty,  let.  28,   a  plethoric,    stonty 
fiKtorfly  deducible,   as  the  Reporter  con-  thick-eet  woman,  of  intemperate  ha- 
cdyes,  from  the  ftu^ts  stated,  are,  that  the  bits,  came  into  the  Infirmary,  in  labour 
'--T  sounds   occurring  in  pericarditis,  with  her  first  child,  on  the  22d.    The 


otiier  of  theadjacent  parUof  tiie^rricardhim.  ^J^'  "^?  wa«  given,  which  onerated 

14.  That  tiie  y^tricles  aJe  of  equd  YiT^'  ?^»«  the  monung  of  the  23d 
capacity  during  life,  and  that  the  inequality  "*®  ^  ^**"»  according  to  the  midwife's 
usudly  met  with  after  death  is  an  illusion,  ^c^^unt,  was  two  inches  in  diametei^ 
as  ezplamed  long  smce  by  Hanrey.  ^^^  ^^  ngid ;  and  at  8  a.m.  a  strong 

15.  That  the  suction  mfioence  upon  the  convulnon  took  place.  16  ounces  of 
yenous  circulation,  sttributed  to  inspiration  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and 
by  yarious  writers,  is  wdl  founded.  she  continued  sensible  during  the  ab- 

16.  lliat  the  action  of  the  long  musdes,  sence  of  pain ;  but  on  the  return  of  a 
and  more  espedally  tiiose  of  the  abdomind  very  strong  one,  the  convulsions  were 
psrietes,  is  attended  witii  an  mtrinsic  sound,  again  brought  on.    She  had  about  six 
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ottackfl.    I  flaw  her  at  11  ajm.  dnriag  tkn^  was  ddi>uud^  after  a  faMotable 

one  of  them,  and  took  16  ounces  of  time,  of  a  male  child,  which  died  on 

blood  from  tne  ann  afpin.    She  lecfK  the  SMih.    In  the  night  of  the  115th  the 

▼ered  after  this  depletion^  and  had  no  patient  complained  of  serrere  headache^ 

xetuTB  of  the  oomnibiTe  paraxysmsy  for  which  the  nurse  had  merd^r  ap^ 

althoQ^  the  pains  heosme  of  a  mnch  phed  cold  lotion, 

stronger   cfaaxacter.       The   os    nteri  On  the  2Gth  there  was  pain  in  the 

aeeiMd  to  dilate  mnch  more  readily  abdomen,  but  no  shiyering;  thelochial 

after  the  second  bleeding,  and  the  head  discharge  was  stopped,  as  well  as  the 

descended  gradually.    The  infant  was  secretion  of  milk ;    bowels   confined, 

bom  aiwe  at  half-past  5  p.m.  The  pla-  She    was    ordered   fomentations   and 

eenta  came  away  soon  afterwards.  poultices  to  the  abdomen,  and  a  mild 

She  passed  urine  two  hours  after  de*  aperient  draught 

livery,  and  the  bowels  were  relieyed.  27th. — I  saw  her  for  the  first  time. 

24th. — Slept  well  during  the  niffht ;  She  was  sitting  up  in  bed  combing  her 

the  child  beine  kept  away  from  tier,  hair,  and  in  moving  apparently  snf* 

Complains  of  nead-ache ;    the  nurse  fered  no  pain.    Her  manner  was  ini* 

imi>rudently  gave  her  porter,  on  her  table,  ana  the  expression  of  connte- 

adiing  for  it  nance  rather  unusual  and  wild.    She 

Cold  lotion  to  the  tempks.    Mist.  Apcr.  answered  questions  clearly,  and  made 

^.  ,       -       ,  .     ^  .     .•■_  nocomplaints.  There  seemed  to  be  pre- 

25th.~Com5lamed  m  the  monung  g^nt   a   predisposition    to    puerperal 

of  severe  pain  m  the  abdomen,  but  not  n^^nia  rather  than  to  peritonitis.    On 

preceded  by  any  shivenng.     16  ouncej  passing  the  abdomen  firmly  she  did 

of  blood  were  taken  fronj  Ac  arm,  12  ^ot  complain  of  much  pain,  but  I  found 

leeches  apphed  to  the  abdomen,  hot  ^^t  in  the  morning  slight  pressure 

fomentations,   and   poultices.      Great  ^^^^g  ^^  |,een  sufficient  to  cause  it 

ackness  continued  trough  the  dav.  ,^^  ^.   ^        ^^ 

Collapse  came  on,  and  she  died  m  the  ^  ^   ^rT    ^  ^^^  w»-i«- 

,jig]itJ^  28th. — ^Pain  more   severe,   but  the 

Pest  mortem  examination  27  houn  patient  has  been  sittmg   up   several 

after  death, —  Abdomen    very   tumid,  times. 

and  decomposition  commencing.    On  Rq>.  Hinid.;  CaL  gr.  i^.,  Opii,  gr.  i, 

making  an  mcision  into  the  abdomen,  onmi  6  hor. 

a  great  (quantity  cf  turbid  fluid,  of  a  28th. — ^Restless.     On  pressinjg^  the 
brown  pinkish  colour  escaped,  with  abdomen,  not  mndi  indication  or  pain, 
flakes  of  lymph,  and  pus-like  matter  TMs  seems  to  vary,  however. — €oii«> 
floating  in  it     The  mat  omentum  tinue  the  pills,  &c. 
presented  a  strong  scarlet  hue,  owing  30th. — Found  the  patient  sitting  upt 
to  the  highly-injected  vessels-  in  it  she  had  a  wild  expression  of  counte- 
The  small  mtestines  were  of  a  pink  co-  nance,  but  spoke  collectedly.    Com- 
lour  in  most  parts,  with  bright  scarlet  j^ns  of  sickness, 
spots  and  striajj  in  other  places  they  ^^^    Efferresc.}    Morph.  Ac.  gr.  ^ 
were  of  a  dark  red  colour.    This  ap-  Contmue  the  pills, 
peaiance  was  chiefly  on  the  sides  of  the  p^^  ist— For  the  first  time  she  can- 
intestoes,butnotontheantenorpart  ^ot  He  on  the  right  side.     The  pain  is 
The  large  intestmes  were  not  much  ^^        ^  ^^  p^ssure;  complains  of 
affected.    Liver  much  diseased,   pre-  intense  thirst ;  no  headache;  wander- 
sentmg  the  nutmeg  appearwice  so  fre-  ^      .^  ^^^^      ^^^  ^^  ^,^^  ^^  f^^ 
qucnUyobserv^  m  those  of  inte^  tenng;  bowels  open;  urine  free.    Col- 
late habits.      Spleen  much  enlarged  We^Vproaching; 
and  softened,    the  uterus  was  much  5iedonthe.2£ 
more  healthy  in  its  appcarajMe  than  ^utoptv  48    houn    after    death.-- 
we  expected,  shewmg  very  slwhtrfgns  Omentuni  presented  a  dark  purple  co- 
of  previous  inflammation :  this,  how-  ^        .^  ^^^^^  ^^'             j^rgid.    A 
ever,  is  not  unusual  after  puerperal    considerable  quantity  of  straw-coloured 
pentomtis.    The  signs  of  previous  m-    ^^^  escaped  from  the  abdomen,  con- 
flammatory  action  seemed  to  be  con-    t^injn^  i^^^  flakes  of  lymph.    The 
fined  to  the  pentoneum.  cavity  of  &e  pelvis  was  filled  by  a 

Casb  V.     Nov.  22d.  — Jane  North,    copious  deposition  of  it,  mixed  with  a 
«t.  27,  first  child,  of  delicate  constitu-    yellow  purulent  matter.    Intestines  of 
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a  pinkish  hue,  with  marks  of  inflam-  the  6nly  one  which  occurred  amongst 
matory  action  on  many  points:  thev  the  out-patients,  and  affords  strong 
were  not  of  that  vivid  colour  which  evidence  of  contagion  through  theme- 
was  so  apparent  in  McCarthy's  dium  of  a.  third  party.  It  happened 
case,  hut  more  diffused.  Large  quan-  that,  on  an  emergency,  the  same  indi- 
tities  of  pus-like  matter  and  lymph  vidual  who  had  attended  Donovan,  and 
were  deposited  on  every  part  of  them,  conveyed,  most  Ukely,  the  contagion  to 
— Uterus.  Peritoneal  coat  inflamed;  her  (as  she  was  at  a  distant  part  of  the 
vivid  red  lines  and  patches  on  dif-  house),  likewise  officiated  in  this  case, 
ferent  parts,  and  this  appearance  ex-  and  the  same  result  followed, 
tended  to  the  ovaries  and  fallopian  Dec.  9th,  1839. — Mrs.  Eld,  set  35, 
tuhes.  The  peritoneum  generally  was  was  delivered  at  12  p.m.  of  her  ninth 
inflamed.  child,  after  a  lahour  of  eight  hours.  In 
After  the  foregoing  cases,  the  lying-  the  evening  she  was  attacked  with 
in  ward  in  which  they  had  occurred  flooding,  which,  after  the  loss  of  a  con- 
was  cleaned,  white-washed,  and  venti-  siderahle  quantity  of  hlood,  was  ar- 
lated.     The  following  case    was   at-  rested. 

tended  in  a  distant  part  of  the  house,  On  the  10th  a  dose  of  castor  oil  was 

but  by  an  individual  who  had  examined  administered, 

one  of  the  previous  cases.  12th. — ^When  visited  was  going  on 

Case  VI.-Betsy  Donovan,  at.  25.  ^.^^^  ^^W'  ^""^  l^  ?  f'^'  *}f^  »  ^^^ 

Third  child,  delivered  on  Dec.  3,  dura-  r»g<>r,  followed  W  mtense  heat, 

tion  of  labour  30  hours;   the  after-  ,    13th.--Complain8  of   pains  in  the 

pains  strone  neaa  and  abdomen ;  the  latter  is  tender 

6th.-Sei!ed  with  violent  pain  in  the  ^^  pressure  at  every  part ;  countenance 

middle    of  the    day;    abdomen   very  ^?S^^'  ^^  '^^7  T^i"^ '*i^'"  ^""i 

tense;  pulse  quick,  hard,  and  small,  ?^^  ^"^J  P^lse  144,  hard,  strong,  and 

tongue  clean;  complains  of  much  pain  jncompressible  ;  Wis  not  relieved; 

in  the  temples,  and  in  abdomen  on  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  white  fur; 

pressure;  no  shivering;  milk  and  lo-  complains  of  great  thirst, 

chial  discharge  continuing.  V.  S.  ad  ^xziv.  Gal.  gr.  ij. ;  Opii,  gr.  ^, 

Hirud.  xiv.  abdom. ;  Catapl.   Lini ;   M.  ^^^  *  hor.      Mi«t.  Febriftig.    Fetus 

Febrif. :  Cal.  gr.  ij.,  Opii,  gr.  J.  et  Catapl. 

These  remedies  relieved  her  for  a  time.  The  blood  was  not  bufled,  but  slightly 

but  at  8  P.M.  the  pulse  had  risen,  and  cupped.    She  was  relieved,  and  the  im« 

the  pain  was  nore  diflnised  and  severe,  provement    continued    till    the    15th, 

Venesect,  ad  Jxvj.  when,  on  the  return  of  pain,  she  was 

Great  relief  followed  the  bleeding,  and  ^^  ^^^^  *°  ?.^"  ^^  mercurial  oint- 

she  slept  tolerably  well.  ""^.^liT^  «?P,P^^i  ^"^  ^^^  abdomen. 

7th.--Pain  not  so  severe  as  yester-  ,  J7th.— Saliyation;  pulse   moderate; 

day,  but  if  she  moves  it  is  much  in-  dejectaons  natural,  and  pam  m  abdo- 

creased.    Lies  on  her  back  most  ea-  "?^f  ^^^^  ^"^^  ^^  pressure.— Omit  the 

sily;  no  headache,  but  is  very  thirsty :  ^  , IVv,      cv  ,^  -            ^,         .,,,      - 

abdomen  is  much  distended,  ^in  prin-  ,,  18fh.— Shght  fur  on  the  middle  of 

cipally    about    the  umbiliciT   urine  ^^^,  tongue  only  jpaanm  the  left  ihac 

passes  freely ;  bowels  open ;  cold  feet ;  ^f^^^ '  irritability  of  bladder, 

tongue  clean;  pulse  100,  but  not  fulL  Mist.  Diaphor.  c.  Sod.  Sesquicarb. 

^*iS?V,*i^^'^^T- 1 C***?**?™  5  ^'  Again  improved  slowly  till  the  23d. 

Pil.Cal.rtOpu;  hot  bottle  to  feet.  Mor.  when  she  had  a  relapse,  with  increase 

gr.inoctc.  of  fever. 

^il^^-~^''''Il'^^'^w      ^^T  5  ^^  V- S-  ^  3xyj. ;   Ol.  Ricini ;     rep.  M.  e. 

deal  dunng  the  nisht ;  no  headache ;  god.                              »       *' 

can  lie  on  either  side.    Pulse  soft  and 

natural ;  tongue  clean.  25th. — ^Much  better,   but   ptyalism 

The  patient  gradually  improved  af-  ^^  continued  since  the  17th. 

terthis.  27th. — ^Doing    well;    ptyalism   has 

ceased ;  no  pain  in  abdomen ;  appetite 

Peritonitis^  followed  hy  Puerperal  is  good.     Better  in  every  respect. 

Mania,  28th. — At  6  a.m.  attacked  suddenly 

Cask  VII. — The  following  case  was  with  mania:  violent  and  noisy;  does 
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not  recojfnise  her  friends,  but  only  her  chial   discharge    nearly    disappeared, 

medical  attendant.  No    secretion    of    milk.      Abdomen 

Morph.  Acet.  gr.  J.  swollen,  but  not  much  pain  on  pressure, 

^,     ,      ,          -        ,      ,,        ,.      .  except  in  the  regions  of  the  uterus  and 

The  head  was  shaved,  cold  applications  Uver ;  the  latter  was  only  felt  when  the 

kept  to  It,  and  a  blister  apphed  to  the  pressure  was  strong.    Tongue  bro^^Ti 

naoe  of  the  neck.  and  dry;    pulse   120;    skin  hot;    no 

Jan.  1st,  1840.— Ulceration  of  gums  headache,  but  her  manner  was  rather 

and  ton^e;   monomania  now  onl^;  flighty;   spints  depressed;   bowels  re- 

on  all  pointe  but  one,  rational.     Tonics  Ueved  twice  to-day ;  the  evacuations  of 

and  sedatives  were  administered,   but  a  green  watery  character. 

we«given^ slough  fomaeVon  the  .a-  ^'Xi.^tT.iJL:  ''''^  '^  " 
crum  on  the  13th,  which  separated  on  ,-,,       ^.     j   i  •  iTi     u  ir  j        •  i 
the   18th.     She  gradually  ^k,  and  17th  -Blood  highly  buffed  ;    sick- 
died  on  the  23d.  «^  relieved  somewhat ;     ongue  looks 

This  case  was  under  the  immediate  T/  '  I'^'^V^^^ ;  bot  skin  j  pain  m 

charge  of  Mr.Wells,and  I  attended  occa-  abdomen  stiU    on  pressure  ;    cerebral 

sionSly  only  with  him.  He  informs  me  t^iictions  disti^bed. 

that  the  patient  had  to  contend  through-  ,   J^bi^  discharge  reappeared  slightly 

out  her  illness  with   the    depressing  last  night ;  unne  has  passed  involunte- 

effects  produced  by  anticipation  oft  i^ly;  countenance  anxious,  and  sunk; 

fetal  termination  to  the  labour.    This  &''^**  *"*™^- 

originated  from  the  fact  of  her  mother  Hinid.    xxiv.    abdom.      BUster  to    be 

having  died  at  the  same  age,  and  after  dressed  with  Ung.  Hydr.    Continue  the 

having  borne    the    same   number    of  Calomel  and  Opium, 

children.  18th. — Symptoms  much  the  same. 

After  the  lying-in  ward  had  been  19th. — Collapse  ;  respiration  labo- 
thorbughly  cleaned  out,  the  beds  rious ;  wheezing  and  cough ;  pulse 
changed,  &c.,  the  patient,  Donovan,  by  smM  and  weak.  She  does  not  coin- 
some  mismanagement,  was  removed  into  phun  of  pain.  Died  at  2  p.m. 
it  during  her  convalescence,  and  after  Post  Mortem.  —  21  st.  Abdominal 
new  patients  had  been  admitted  and  parietes  covered  by  much  adipose  mat- 
confined.  Most  probably  this  cir-  ter.  Milk  oozing  from  the  breasts. 
cumstaiice  gave  rise  to  the  following  Omentum  very  much  inflamed,  and 
eases : —  strongly  adherent  to  intestines. 

Case  VIII.— Emma  Keene,  wt.  22,  Intestines.— Adhering   at  numerous 

delivered  of  her  second  child  on  Dec.  points  to  each  other,  and  covered  by  a 

11th,  after  a  lingering  labour  of  fifty-  large    quantity    of   flaky  lymph    and 

three  hours,  owing  to  slight  deformitv  purulent  matter  ;    highly  inflamed,  as 

at  the  brim  of  pelvis.     She  had,  as  I  well  as  the  peritoneum  generally;  the 

found  afterwards,  from  the    midwife,  vessels  injected,  and  of  a  scarlet  hue, 

complained  of  pain  in  the  abdomen  on  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  uterus, 

the  iSth,   but  this  was  relieved  by  a  as  well  as  of  its  appendages,  bearing 

dose  of  castor  oil.  more  apparent  marks  of  inflammation 

On  the  evening  of  the  I4th  she  was  than  in  other  cases.     Very  small  quan- 

violently  sick,  but  did  not  complain  of  tity  of  serum,  however,  in  the  abdominal 

pain  in  the  abdomen  or  head,  accord-  cavity,  in  comparison  with  them.    Dark 

ing    to    the  midwife's  account.      No  matter  oozing  from  uterus  into  vagina, 

shivering  Case  IX. — Catherine  Donovan,  aet. 

15th.— Vomiting  throughout  the  day  23,  first  child,  after  a  labour  of  thirty-six 

of  a  green  bilious  matter.    Mr.  Burgess,  hours,  confined  on  Dec.  11th,  at  8  p.m. 

the  apothecary  to  the  Infirmar>%  saw  'On  the  18th  complained  of  severe  head- 

her,  and  ordered  an  emetic,   followed  ache  and.  ^ain  in  the  abdomen,  but  the 

by  calomel  and  opium.  latter  not  increased  much  on  pressure ; 

16th.— I  was  sent  for    to    see  the  no  shivering;  pulse  full,  and  140.     Lo- 

patient  to-day  for  the  first  time.     The  'chial  discharee  and  the  milk  likewise 

sickness  was  not  so  constant,  but  the  free;  bowels  have  been  relieved. 

same  green  fluid  was  dischar^d  from  Yenieaeet.  ad  ^xiv. ;  Cataplasm  Pil.  C9I. 

the  stomach  in  large  quantities.    Lo-  c,  Ojmq. 

G76.— XXVII.  T 
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19th. — ^Blood  not  cupped  or  buffed,  no  headache ;    complains   of  sodden 

but  serum  ver^  opaque ;  jiain  relieved,  shooting  sensations  in  abdomen  like 

By  the  continued  use  of  cataplasms  cramps ;   great  appetite.    Urine  free ; 

for  a  day  or  two,  and  the  exhibition  of  bowels  not  relaxed;  notsomuchlochial 

mild   aperients,    this  patient  had  no  discharge;  pulse  not  hard,  but   164; 

return  of  her  symptoms.  not  so  thirsty ;  gums  not  affected  by 

Case  X.  —  Juua  Collins,    ret.    20,  the  mercury, 

second  child,  confined  on  Dec.  17th,  The  smsul  quantity  of  blood  taken 

after  twenty-four  hours'  labour.  On  the  this  morning  very  much  buffed, 

night  of  the  18th  had  a  severe  rigor,  Cal.gr.ij.;  Antimlpotius. tart.  gr.  1-1 6th; 

which  lasted  for  four  or  five  minutes  j  opii  gr.  is.  omni  bihor. 

pulse  130 ;  hot  skin,  tongue  white,  and  ^           £,.,             *i!^a       *i. 

Covered  with  thick  fur ;  no  headache ,  .,?  ^^;  Sickness  at  first  after   the 

bowels  have  been  relieved.    Lies  on  P^^'  ^f.J^  *>«»  «»««d5  P«^  ^*'^' 

her  back.    Pain  in  abdomen.  ^^*  ^^  **^v  «    ^  *  •• 

^  v.  S.  ad  jpdi. 

VciMBS.  ad  Sxx.  i  €al.  gr.  yj. ;  OpU,  gr.  .              ,  j «         i  a 

188.  fltatim.    Catapl.  II  P.M.  Felt  easier ;  could  lie  on  left 

19th.— Can  now  lie  on  her  right  side ;  ^^^'    ^^  ^^f  *  taken  highly  c«imed 

no  pain  on  pressing  the  abdomen ;  slept  ^^  t^^nedi  pulse  mamtainmg  ita  fre- 

duringthenight;  no  sickness.    Blood  quency ;  slept  for  some  time, 

which   was   taken   is  not  cupped  or  ,2and.--CollaTOe«rae  on  during  the 

buffed ;  skin  still  hot ;  pulse  \K  «>??*'  ^^^?^^  ^«^  at  8  a.m.     She  wa« 

„.    J            ,  .          J:.        -     r\  'i  qmte  sensible,  and  to  the  last  com- 

gr...,omm4hor.           ^  f^^iofh^i^    ^   ^      '^ 

At  9  P.M.  feels  easy,  but  complains  of  Po,/.Af  or/m.-23d.  Not  much  serum 

a  violent  craving  for   food  ;    tongue  effused  mto  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; 

cleaner  ;  pulse  softer  and  more  slow ;  no  large  flakes  of  lymph,  as  in  the  other 

skin  cool;   no  pain  on  pressing  the  cases. 

*^*4??*"*  a    -                  ,  .     ,    -     .  Peritoneum. — Generally  only  slightly 

aoth. — ^At  7  A.M.,  complained  of  pain  inflamed                           ^      ^    -o     j^ 

aesin  in  the  hypogastric  region ;  pulse  I ntestiiies.— Inflamed    in    paUhes : 

140  and  vibrating;  tongue  dry ;   eyes  not  so  generally  as  in  the  other  cases, 

rather  sunk.    Says  that  the  pam  is  very  xhe  ascending  colon  adherent  by  bands 

severe  occasionally.  to  the  uterus/ 

V.  S.  ad  5xxiv. ;  Ung.  Hydrarg.  femori-  Uterus   remaining  much   enlarged, 

bus  fric.  Hinid.  xxiv.  hypogast.    Rep.  The  peritoneal  coat  of  both  ovaries  and 

Pil.  Cal.  c.  Opio. ;  Morph.  Acet.  gr.  J  fallopian  tubes,  together  with  the  broad 

Btatim.    VcBic.  abdom.  post  hinid.  ligaments,  hififhly  inflamed.  The  uterus 

2  P.M.— The  blood  was  highly  buffed,  itself,  at  the  junction  of  the  tubea^  m- 

and  very  firm,  with  the  cup-like  form ;  tensely  so.   Patches  of  a  dark  and  livid 

no  relief  from  pain  ;   skin  moist,  but  colour  over  its  anterior  surface.    Dark 

pulse  13fi ;   tonmie  white  and  furred;  m<itter  oozing  into  the  vagina,  as  in 

can  lie  on  the  left  side,  but  not  on  the  Kecne's  case, 

riglit ;  cough  and  difilcult  respiration.  The  midwife  who  had  attended  the 

y.  S.  ad  5xyj.    Blood  slightly  buffed.  cases  had  leave  to  go  out  of  town  for  a 

2l8t.— Report  last  night  favourable :  fortnight.  The  lying-in  ward  in  which 

pulse  soft  and  100;  felt  comfortable;  they  occurred  was  again  shut  up  for  a 

slight  pain  only  on  pressure;  could  lie  "JP^th.    During  this  time  it  was  well 

on  the  right  side;  tongue  more  moist;  cleaned,    painted,   whitewashed,    and 

bowels  acted  several  tunes  ventilated.     The  beds  and  bedsteads 

Mr.  Wells  gave  her  half  a  grain  of  were  changed,  and  the  chloride  of  lime 

Morph  Ac  was  freely  used.     Patients  were  again 

Slept  well  during  the  nipht.    Milk  admitted  into  it  on  January  27th,  im 

has  reappeared.    Does  not  feel  so  well  ,  « j^^      A  ~1i       I    '  ^h  ?t  —    ^* 

this  morning;  pain  increased;  pulse  child— eonfined  on  the  27th  of  January, 

144 ;  thirst.  after  a  labour  of  16  hours,  at  5  a.m. 

V.  8.  ad  5xvj.  ^^  the  29th  she  complained  of  pain 
1            ^,      .        -,,*        ,,,  '^  the   right   hypochondriac    region : 
1.  P.M.  Only  51V.  of  blood  could  be  this  was  accompanied  by  slight  head- 
obtained.     Pain  increased ;    skm  hot ;  ^che ;  the  pulse  was  (juick  and  rather 
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hard  throttc^h  the  day.  Mr.  Wells  the  fore^lng  case^  the  lying-in  watd 
ordered  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  and  the  was  again  unoccupied  for  fiye  months, 
application  of  a  large  linseed-meal  and  every  precaution  used  to  purify  it. 
poultice.  At  the  end  of  this  period  it  was  re- 
Mist.  Fcbrif.  Effcrves.  and  Calomel  com-  opened,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  We 
hined  with  Colocynth.  have  had  no  return  of  this  formidable  | 

discasf* 
I  first  saw  her  on  the  30th,  at  1 1  a.m.       ,«  „,  '     ^      o 

Pub.  Ml.  but  aat  haid,   tongoe      ' "'a^JSTSSiJ  ^T' 

6swnd  and.  dry;  headache.    She  can     _____« 

bear  pressure  on  the  right  side,  which 


AND   ON   THR   MANNER  OF   ASCSaTAININO 

rr  BY  INSPECTION  or  THE  8RCUNDINE8. 

4 


she  was  unable  to  do,  I  understand,  ^^  

yesterday.    There  is  acute  pain  now  POSITION  OF  THE  AFTERBUKFH 
at  the  epigastric  and  uterine  regions.  IN  THE  WOMB, 

No  shivering,  sickness,  or  thirst.  Urine 
scanty,  and  likewise  the  lacteal  secre- 
tion.   She  can  lie  only  on  her  back; 

not  on  either  side,    Lochial  discharge         Bv  Hugh  Carmiohabl,  M.R.C.1. 

in;egular;  bowels  opened  freely.  One  of  the  Surreon.  of  the  Coombc  Lyinr-m 

The  patient  was  now  removed  to                       Hospiui,  Dublin, 
another  ward.  

Twenty-four  leeches  applied  to  uterine 

legion.   CaUpl.  Pil.  Hydr.  gr.  v.  OpU,  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
gr.|.    M.    4ta«  hor.  onmL  gm 

11  P.M.    Much   easier;    pain   less;  In  the  number  of  your  journal  for  the 

pulse  soft;  skin  cool.  2d  of  October,  you  were  pleased  to 

31  St — ^Pulse  more  frequent,  but  not  publishsome  observations  of  mine  upon 

hard ;   skin   warm,   and   not   harsh ;  Uie  above  subject ;  and  in  that  commu- 

tongue  very  red,  but  clean  at  the  cds^ ;  nication  I  stated  that,  with  your  pjer- 

pain  much  less  in  the  hypochon£iac  mission,  I  should  on  another  occasion 

region,  but  still  remains  somewhat  in  show  that  the  membraxies  which  en-  • 

the  uterine.    Bowels  relieved ;  motions  velop  the  child  in  the  womb,  and  line 

liquid  and  dark.     Lochial  discharge  its  internal  surface,  retain  certain  marks 

scanty ;  more  thirsty  than  yesterday.  upon  them,  when  exi>elled,  correspond- 

Hirud.  24.  Cont.  reined,  alt.  Ii^'ect.  tepid,  ing  with  the  part  of  it  each  portion  of 

Tagin.  them  was  applied  to;  whereby  may  be 

T     *i.      «t  -^        *u ^«;«  u^A  iw.  ascertained  which  was  in  conjunction 

In  the  '^^^^^J^,^.^'  with  the  anterior  wall,  and  which  with 

oome  more  severe;  P«l«ft^««d  100;  ^^  posterior,  and  thus  enable  us  to 

tongue  dry  and  brown;  headache.  discoVcr  whiU  part  of  the  womb  the 

Lotio.  Refrig.  capitf .  Miat.  Pebrlf.  afterbirth  was    affixed   to,    which    is 

S  P.M.  Pulse  100,  but  less  full;  head  known  to  be  firmly  implanted  upon 

easier ;  bowels  relaxed ;  pain  in  abdo-  them, 
men  less.  '^or  the  purpose  of  being  better  un- 

Feb,  l'st.~Has  slept  only  for  a  short  derstood,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  repeat 

time  during  night ;  pain  slight,  but  the  here  what  has  been  stated  by  me  on  a 

abdomen  much  distended;  head  free  former  occasion :— The  child  m  utero 

from  pain ;  tongue  very  dry ;  its  edges  ia  enveloped  in  a  shut  sac  or  cyst  of 

bright  red.  membranes;   in  order  to  escape  from 

2ni — Abdomen  less  tense  and  pain-  which,  or  get  birth,  it  is  obvious  that 

ful ;  bowels  relaxed ;  pulse  96  and  soft ;  an  aperture  must  be  made  in  it  by  what 

tongue  more  moist  ana  clean.  Starts  in  is  termed  the  presenting  part ;  and  it  is 

her  sleep.  equallv    obvious    that    this   aperture 

3d. Abdomen  flaccid,  and  without  must  he  in  the  part  of  the  membranes 

pain;  slept  tolerably  well  during  the  which  lies  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 

night ;  bowels  less  relaxed;  gums  ten-  By  observing,  therefore,  the  position  of 

der.    Discontinue  the  pills.  the  afterbirth  relatively  with  this  open- 

4.— Slept  well;  nopam;  tongueclean;  ing,  after  the  secnndincs  are  delivered, 

pulse  soft  and  natural     After  this  she  we  can  at  once  determine  how  far  from 

went  on  favourably.  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  it  had  been. 

Owing  to  the  symptoms  presented  by  Tliis  alone,  however, wouldbe  insuflSeient 
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for  the  purpose  of  our  present  subject. 
We  must  go  iarther,  and  ascertain 
where  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet  of 
the  womb  it  lav,  whether  anteriorly, 
posteriorly,  or  laterallv;  and  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  shew  tnat  this  material 
point  can  be  decided  by  attentively 
considering  the  membranes. 

In  order  to  this  I  must  beg  attention 
to  the  annexed  plate,,  a  facsimile  of 
Cloquet's  322d  plate,  small  edition, 
representing  a  vertical  section  of  the 
womb,  laterally,  so  far  as  the  womb 
itself  is  concerned,  at  the  full  period ; 
Hunter's  second  plate  will  luewise 
serve  the  same  purpose. 

Fio.  I. 


From  this  plate  it  appears  that  the 
posterior  wall  is  then  straight,  or  com- 
parative! v  so ;  while  the  anterior  one, 
and  the  fundus,  is  very  much  concave. 
Hence  it  must  be   obvious  that  the 
menibrancs,  which  are  moulded  upon 
the  internal  surface  of  the  organ,  and 
are,  consequently,  shaped  according  to 
the  part  of  it  tney  lined,  take  on  the 
same  configuration  as  these  two  oppo- 
site walls,  so  that  the  part  of  them 
which    lav  on  the    posterior    one    is 
flat,    while    that  on  the    anterior   in 
prominent  and  concave ;  and  further, 
that  they  can  only  assimie  a  smooth 
miifonn  surface  while  in  the  shape  or 
form  so  imparted  to  them,  and  must 
become  irrregular  in  this  respect  when 


not  sustained  in  that  shape,  or  on  any 
attempt  to  give  them  other  than  it. 

For  example,  as  regards  the  anterior 
layer,  that  hned  the  anterior  wall,  and 
therefore  concave :  so  long  as  this  part 
of  them  is  maintained  perfectly  dis- 
tended, or  in  its  natural  concave  form, 
so  long  will  the  surface  there  be  smooth 
and  uniform  :  if,  hoi^ever,  it  lose  the 
support  which  keeps  it  in  that  form,  its 
sort  and  pliant  texture  will  yield  and 
drop  inwards  when  it  is  most  concave 
or  prominent,  assuming  there  a  hollow 
cujp-like  shape;  and  if  this  part  be 
made  tense  oy  extending  it  m  any 
direction,  it  will  be  thro^Ti  into  longi- 
tudinal folds  in  the  direction  the  exten- 
sion is  made.  On  the  contrary,  the 
part  of  them  which  lined  the  fiat  pos- 
terior wall  at  once  demonstrates  a  flat 
configuration  upon  examination,  shew- 
ing its  natural  flat  form,  taking  on  a 
smooth  and  uniform  surfieice  wl^n  in 
that  form,  and  which  can  only  be  im- 
parted to  the  anterior  portion  of  them 
by  throwing  them  into  the  distended 
position.  These  facts  are,  I  consider, 
so  obvious,  that  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  dwell  further  upon  them. 

Bearing  them  in  mind,  then,  let  the 

Slacenta,  with  the  membranes  carefully 
elivered,  so  that  the  latter  may,  as 
much  as  possible,    be  preserved  un- 
broken, be  laid  upon  a  table  with  its 
maternal  surface  downwards :   (for  this 
purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  membranes 
are  Dom  inverted,  of  course  it  is  first  to 
be  repassed  through  the  opening  in 
them,  so  that  their  external  simee 
may  be  external  in  the  examination). 
Let  the  diflferent  parts  of  the  membranes 
be  then  made  successively  tight  or  tense 
by  pulling  at  the  edge  of  the  aperture 
in  them  consecutively  all  round  that 
opening,  when  it  will  be  found  that 
the  appearances  above    detailed    will 
ensue.     Where  they  are .  shortest,  no 
matter  whctlier,    in  the  language  of 
captiousness,  they  be  there  five  inches 
from  the  placenta,  or  but  two  and  a 
half,  thev  admit  of  being  made  smooth 
and  level  on  their  sur&ce  by  simply 
extending  them.    When,  however,  we 
come  to  examine  them  where  they  are 
longest,  on  distending  them  here  by 
pulnng  at  their  corresponding  part  of 
the  opening,  a  different  result  follows ; 
the  membranes  sink  or  dip  in  the  cen- 
tre, forming  a  sloping  obiong  hollow, 
which  is  deepest  towards  the  placenta, 
but  gradually  lessens  or  shallows  as  it 
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leoedes  from  that  to  the  part  of  the  the  aperture  where  they  lay  within  the 

ax)ertuTe  it  is  pulled  from,  and  if  the  less  prominent  part  of  the  front  of  the 

tension  he  increased  so  as  to  fully  ex-  womb;  whereas,  where  Uiey  are  shortest 

tend  the  surface  here,  it  is  thrown  into  and  flat,  they  resist  this  pressure,  do 

oblong  folds,  but  cannot  be  thus  made  not  swell  out,  thereby  evidently  showing 

to  take  on  the  smooth  uniformity  of  the  this  flat  shape,  corresponding  to  the 

short  part  of  them.  posterior  part  of  the  womb,  to  be  there 

.    The  eyidence  afforded  by  these  facts,  their  natimd  configuration. 
I  think,  is  obvious.     It  is  clear  that        I  believe  I  need  not  occupy  much 

where  the  membranes  are  shortest,  from  time  in  pointing  out  the  inrormadon 

the  fiictof  their  assuming  a  flat  uniform  these  facts  will  nve  us  as  to  the  part  of 

surface  under  the  above  examination,  the  womb  the  afterbirth  was  affixed  to. 

that  they  there  lined  a  part  of  the  The  membranes,  having  it  firmly  im- 

womb,  hiaving  a  similar  description  of  planted  on  them,  are  generally  deU- 

form,  the  posterior  part  of  it ;  and  that  vered,  or  come  away  unbroken,  except 

the  reason  why  they  dip  or  hollow  in  as  to  the  aperture  above  spoken  of; 

an  oblong  form  and  in  folds  when  they  its  distance  from  this  aperture  at  once 

are  longest,  is  in  consequence  of  their  demonstrates  its  relative  position  from 

having  there  hned  a  concave  surface —  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and  by  the 

the  anterior  wall.    The  g^reatest  depth  means  here  stated  being  enabled  to 

of  tins  hollowing  which  is  nearest  the  ascertain  the  part  of  the  membranes 

superior  border  of  the  placenta  is  ob-  that  lined  the  anterior  from  that  which 

viously  the  part  where  tne  fundus  lay,  lined  the  posterior  wall,  we  can,  bv 

and  the  remainder  of  it,  shallowing  observing  on  which  of  them  it  is  affbLcd, 

fpradtially  off  as  it  approaches  the  open-  or  how  relatively  with  regard  to  the 

ing  in  them,  represents  their  position  anterior  layer,  easily  and  satisfactorily 

on  the  less  distended  anterior  surface.  decide  whether  it  was  anterior,  pos- 

As  the  placenta,  for  the  reasons  I  terior,  or  lateral, 
have  elsewhere  stated,  and  which   I        It  was  according  to  this  rule  that  its 

shall   presently    revert   to,    generally  position  was  noted  in  several  hundred 

must  lie  laterally  posterior,  the  {>art  of  instances   at   the    Coombe    Lying-in 

the  dip  wiiich  points  out  the  lining  of  Hospital,  Dublin,  when  it  was  found 

the  fundus  is  usually  to  be  found  to  to  have  been  posteriorly  and  laterally 

the  right  or  left  of  it  as  it  lies  trans-  placed,  at  the  same  time  low  in  that 

Tersely  before  us ;  and  where  the  mem-  position,  in  at  least  ninety-six  or  ninety- 

braoes  were  but  little  broken,, so  that  seven  times  in  the  hundred.    In  my 

we  could  ascertain  the  axis  of  the  cyst  paper  upon  the  placenta  I  stated  this 

by  raferrins^  to  the  breach  in  them,  we  manner  of  determining  its  uterine  posi- 

have,  3kt  toe  Coombe  Hospital,  thus  tion,  only  in  shorter,  but  as  it  appears 

sometimes   been    able    to   declare    in  to  me,  equally  intelligible  terms.  After 

which  iliac  region   the   souffle  must  observing  that  the  mode  of  examining 

have  existed  before  dehvery :  it  is  al-  the  membranes,  as  pointed  out  by  some 

most  needless  to  say,  however,   that  of  the  French  aathors,  would  enable 

this  could  only  be    effected  in  veiy  us  only  to  determine  how  far  frt)m  the 

&vourahle  conditions  of  the  secundines.  fundus  the  afterbirth  lay,  I  continue: 

The   testimony  derived   from    thus  **  But  by  introducing  the  hand  into  the 

inspecting  the  membranes  will  receive  opening,  we  get  it  into  a  pouch  formed 

adcutioniJ  support  from  the  following  by  the  membranes,  and  then  by  run- 

lact    While   keeping    them   on    the  nmg  the  fingers    along  their  inside, 

tension  with    one   Imnd  in  the  way  opposite  to  where  they  are  attached  to 

stated,  let  pressure  be  made  on  them  tne  placenta,  we  are  at  once  enabled  to 

fitom  within  with  the  fingers  of  the  perceive  by  their  peculiar  appearace 

other,  and  we  shall  find  that  where  there^  that  at  thai  part  they  lined  the 

they  are  longest,  and  dip  or  cup  as  an/mor,  distended,  and  concave  portion 

above,  they  at  once  yield  to  the  pres-  of  the  womb,  and  thus  consequently 

sure,  and  bulge  out  into  the  distended  fix  the  back  part  of  it  to  be  the  place 

form  they  possessed  witliin  the  womb ;  where  the  placenta  was  attached." — 

the  &cihty  of  so  distinguishing  them  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  January  1889, 

being  greatest  at  the  part  nearest  the  p.  463. 

placenta,  the  part  that  lined  the  fundus,        This  passage  I  consider  could  scarcely 

and  gradually  lessening  as  it  approaches  be  misunderstood;  nevertheless  it  ap- 
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pears  it  wm  ;  for  in  one  of  the  reviews  and  posteriorly,  may  be  eottectedlkQiii 

which  appeared  in  the  Dublin  Journal  the  rollowing  possage  ia  that  pttper* 

against  me,  it  is  stated  that  I  offered  no  After  observing  that  the  ovum  ia 

proof  whatever  for  assuming  the  posi-  implanted    on    the   womb    near   Hie 

tion  of  the  placenta  to  be  as  I  stated ;  ulerine  orifice  of  the  Fallopiaii  tabe  it 

suggested  nothing  to  enable  us  to  dis-  traversed,  and  that  the  ntems  expaads 

tinguish  the  anterior  from  the  posterior  to  a  certain  extent  at  the  posterior  part 

layer  of  the  membranes :  the  identical  of  it  between  the  tubesi  I  eoBtame : 

tlnng  which  I  submit  the  quotation  '*the  necessary  oonseqaenee   of  thia 

here  given  went  to.    In  that  reply  to  (expansion)  is,  that  in  the  sepaintkm 

my  papei-  the  writer  observes — **  Thaa  of  the  tubes  from  the  middle  line,  the 

am  I  able  to  distinguish  the  anterior  one  which  gave  transnussicm  to  the 

from  the  posterior  part  (of  the  mem-  ovum  must,  to  a  certain  extent,  cany 

branes)  when  removed  for  examination,  it  and  its  placenta  alons  with  it,  and 

a  point  which  I  shall  afterwards  show  thus  give  nse  to  the  fiiet  mat  the  souifle 

Bir.  Carmichael  must  have  neglected."  is  generally  audible  in  one  grain  and 

--DuhUn  Jtmrwd,  March  1840,  p.  20.  not  in    the  other."— IMim  JomnuO, 

And  again:  '*Mr.  Caimichael  has  January  1839,  p.  461. 

feUen  into  a  great  error  in  the  de-  I  have  also  stated  the  tubes,  one  of 

ductions  which   he  has  drawn  from  which  I  take  to  be  about  the  centre  of 

their  inspection  (the  membranes).  The  the  placental  attaclmient  eenerally,  to 

mistake  ne  has  committed  must,  I  sup-  be  at  the  full  period  lateraUy  poaterior, 

nose,  have  arisen  from  neglecting  to  which  is  a  further  iUusttation  of  my 

distinguish  the  edges  of  the  placenta  meaning. 

one  from  the  other,  and  consequently  The  explanation  I  have  ventured  to 

imagining,  that  when  a  short  membrane  o^r  as  to  how  the  placenta  apparently 

was  found  at  any  part,  it  indicated  the  sinks  upon  the  side  of  the  uterus  from 

mass  to  have  been  on  the  posterior  its  first  position  as  pr^gnancv  advances 

wall.    I  do  not  know  how  else  it  can  is,  that  the  anterior  wall  chiefly  sup^ 

be  accounted  for." — Ibid,  note,  p.  82.  plies  the  increase  of  the  latter  oigan. 

I  shall  make  no  comment  on  this  mode  1  argued  that  this  increase  could  not 

of  criticising.  take  place  b^  all  parts  of  the  uterus 

The  result  of  our  investigation,  con-  equally  contributing  thereto*-«nterior, 

ducted  at  the  Coombe  Hospital  on  the  posterior,  and  latenu ;  for  in  that  case 

plan  here  exjdained,  has   agreed   in  i  contended  that  the  part  of  it  which 

every  respect  with  that  of  Ka^le,  as  was  the  fundus  on  the  formation  of  the 

far  as  comd  be  determined  by  him  fix>m  placenta,  would  continue  so  all  through 

stethoscOTie  inquiry  only;  the  position,  gestation,  be  the  fundus  at  birth  en- 

with  the  rew  exceptions  mentioned,  has  larged,  and,  therefore,  that  the  ^« 

been  laterally  aiMl  posteriorly}  some-  cents,    which    is  first  formed  tlwre, 

times  more  so,  and  sometimes  less ;  the  would,  at  parturition,  be  ibond  there, 

inferior  edge  of  the  mass  extending  and  consequently  die  membranes  shew 

usually  low  down.    When,  however,  it  it  implanted  on  them  exactly  opposite 

is  higner  up,  so  that  four  or  five  inches  their  aperture,  or  nearly  so  i  whereas, 

of  membranes  lie  below  its  lower  edge,  acoMrding  to  the  testimony  given  l^ 

where  they  are  shortest,  a  better  oppor-  the  membranes  in   this   respect,   ana 

tunity  is  then  afforded  of  examining  which  is  certainly  indisputable,  it  ii 

their  configuration  at  that  part,  so  as  with  avery  few  exceptions  indeed  found 

to  determine  them  there  to  oe  fiat  and  at  a  very  considerable  depth  on  Uieside 

level,  corresponding  to  the  posterior  of  the  womb.     In  the  hundred  cases 

part  of  the  womb,  than  when  they  were  investigated  in  the  Brittain  Street  Hos- 

out  one  or  two  inches.  pital,  in  DubUn,  the  consideration  of 

As  I  have  stated  in  my  original  paper  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  last 

upon   this  subject  that  I  found  the  communication,  the  lower  edge  of  the 

piaeenta   generally   on    the  poaterwr  mass  is  reported  in  the  table  of  statis- 

wall,  it  might  from  thence  be  supposed  tics  detaihngthem,  to  have  been  within 

I  thereby  meant  the  back  of  the  womb  two  inches  and  a  half  of  the  aperture 

directly;  that  I  meant  the  expression,  in  the  membranes  in   sixty-eight  in- 

howcver,  in  the  signification  given  in  stances,  in  many  of  which  it  was  only 

this  communication,  namely  lateraUy  one  and  a  half,  or  half  an  inch  removed 
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finom  il,  «ad  three  inches  in  thirteeii  If  this  sinking  of  it  results  from  the 

oUiersy  makinfi^  in  all  eighty-one  out  of  side  of  the  womb  opposite  that  to  which 

the  hondred,  where  it  apparently  sliifted  it  is  found  expanoinff  more  than  the 

bom  its  original  position  to  such  a  placenta  side,  and  I  think  it  would  be 

depth  on  the  side  of  the  womb.*    In  oifficult  otherwise  to  account  for  it,  and 

eitoer  of  these  quantities,  but  particu-  that  the  evidence  this  table  gives  us  be 

laarly  the  former^  this  sinking  of  it  as  correct,  namely,  that  the  placenta  was 

pregnancy  advanced  must  be  admitted  found,  thus  low,  as  much  on  one  side  as 

to  have  been  very  considerable  indeed,  the  other,  it  must  follow,  as  a  matU# 

I  care  not  on  what  side  of  it  the  mass  of  course,  that  at  one  time  one  part  of 

was  attached,  anterior  or  posterior ;  if  the  womb  will  yield  and  expand  m  this 

the  uterus  increased  by  all  parts  equally  way,  and  at  one  time  another ;  which  I 

contributing  thereto,  the  lundus  rising  take  to  be  veiy  improbable  indeed.    I 

up  uniformly,  such  a  displacement,  1  admit  the  table  is  perfectly  correct  so 

contend,  could  not  have  occurred,  such  an  far  as  relates  to  the  low  situation  of  the 

apparent  sinking  towards  the  os.    The  irfterbirth  when  parturition  arrives,  but 

fact  can  only  be  explained  in  the  way  if  any  expansion  00  on  in  the  womb  in 

I  have  suggested,  viz.  that  the  side  of  the  way  I  contena,  it  must  be  uniform 

the  womb  opposite  that  to  which  the  and  regular,  and  also  effected  by  the 

placenta  is  attached  must  have  yielded  operatioa  of  smne  cause,  and  I  think 

more  than  others,  and  so  have  furnished  the  esrolanation  given  in  this  journal* 

a  greater  proportion  to  the  enlarging  of  as  to  how  that  can  take  place  on  the 

it:   how  otherwise  can  it  be  accounted  anterior  wftll*  is  not  only  sufficiently 

for  ?    Further,  I  would  insist,  if  there  explanatory,  but  nearly  proves  it  must 

were  no  other  reason  for  concluding  there  occur.    I  allude  to  the  effect  of 

this  table  of  statistics  to  be  wrong  in  pressure  from  the  growing  child  tkere^ 

the  evidence  it  jg;ives  with  respect  to  loosening  out  its  texture,  and  so  pre- 

the  placenta  bemg  found  as  much  on  paring  it  for  that  purpose, 
one  side  of  the  womb  as  the  other,  (see        I  have  further  stated  in  my  paper 

Dublin  Medical  Journal,  March  1840,)  that  if  the  expansion  be  effected  m  the 

it  is  what  may  be  found  admitted  in  it  way  alluded  to,  the  contractions  must 

as  to  the  veiy  low  position  of  it  at  the  take  place  in  a  corresponding  retro* 

fuU  period.    The  uterine  orifice  of  the  grade  direction,  so  that  they  likewise 

fallopian  tube,  close  to  which  the  pla-  shall  chiefly  go  on  on  the  anterior  walL 

centa  is  first  formed,  is  at  or  near  the  According  to  uiis  view  the  fundus  before 

fundus  when  that  formation  begins ;  the  the  birth  will  not  be  the  fundus  after 

placental  consequently  must  he  there  the  birth ;  it  will  then  have  changed  its 

when  it  is  first  formed.    At  the  close  position,  and  some  other  part  of  the 

of  gestation  the  mass  is  so  low  on  the  organ  occupy  its  place.    1  shall  oon- 

side  as  to  be  nearly  seventy  times  in  elude  these  remarks,  then,  by  detailing 

the  hundred  within  two  inches  and  a  a  matter  which  bears  so  much  on  this 

half  of  the  aperture  of  the  membranes,  point,  as  to  strengthen,  I  consider,  the 

; —  ^-  opinion  I  have  oiven  respecting  it,  in  a 

•  Of  the  rmMinini^  nineteen,  three  eve  reported  verv  consideralne  deinee* 
to  have  umA  the  nlaceDta  at  toe  nindos.  (acoora-         /\      ^.x.  •      ^i.      t\  1.1  • 

iDK  to  Neecele  IheAmdal  position  Oscars  but  „yj}   <*$  appearance  m   the   DubUU 

oiiee  in  the  hondred} ;  elercn  within  four  inches  Medical  Journal  of  the  table  of  Statis- 

other  three  the  membruiee  were  so  torn  that  were  all  carefully  delivered  and  exa- 
lts position  in  this  respect  epnid  not  be  deter-  minedatthe  CoombeLyiufi^in  Hospital, 
mined.    I  sabmit,  therefore,  that  so  far  as  could  »^*u   «  «;«™  *,*  ♦k^  «A*i««  ^r  ♦!,*;  .^l^ 
beasoertained  by  observation  on  the  membranes  ^^n  »  ^?^  '»  fn«  notmg  of  the  pla- 
made  in  these  hundred  cases,  with  the  exception  ceuta-utenue  position  With  the  greatest 

^3^^  ^'^^^^  ■"  ^p^  **»*  '^^S!'^  womb,  possible  accuracy,  and  in  every  instance 

I  have  aaked  how  can  it  amve  at  this  low  posi-  *..^  a.  —  j   i*.  *     iL  u  1     . ai 

tlon  If  it  be  ih»t  termed  at  the  uterine  ooeninTof  we  found  it  to  have  been  low  on  the 

th«  ttUopian  tubes  at  the  second  month,  nnSess  postenor  wall ;  at  least  veiy  much  re- 

!S,%Kr<iriS!l.U*^l'^ei5S.'S^  -.ored  from  the  fundus.    Pending  our 

cMy;  it  states  this  occurs  whem  the  decidna  {^oceedmgs  a  female  died,  and  an  exa- 

coverimr  these  openings  yields  morbidly  before  mination  of  the  body  after  death  took 

the  ovum,  and  does  not  keep  it  up  in  its  proper  -^i«  •     _•_    «,l^;«i,    oo  m<i»  "lv«  oun^^^^a^ 

and  iiatiirot  position.     Can   such  departures,  P}^^f  »»   Whlch,  as  may  be  supposed, 

however,  from  the  intentof  nature,  take  place  In  the  uterus  was  attentively  looked  to, 

IMW  bu  it  been  diacorered  7  the  fundus. 
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'  Now  there  could  be  no  question  but 
that  everv  placenta  delivered  in  the 
hospital  nad  been  subjected  to  exami- 
nation, and  among  them  that  which 
came  from  this  woman.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  doubt  but  that  in  her 
case  its  place  in  utero  was  removed 
from  the  fundus;  yet  examination  of 
^e  womb  itself  after  death  would  lead 
to  the  supposition  that  it  had  been  at 
the  fundus.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to 
attribute  this  discrepancy  in  the  testi- 
mony of  the  two  ?  I  think  that  of  the 
secundines  could  not  be  erroneous.  In 
my  opinion  there  is  but  one  way  of 
accounting  for  it.  The  contractions  of 
the  womb  do  not  take  place  from  the 
fundus.  The  fundus  does  not  urge  the 
uterine  contents  towards  the  os ;  these 
contractions  take  place  in  a  manner 
which  changes  somehow  the  relative 
position  of  the  uterine  parietes,  so  that 
what  was  somewhere  on  the  side  before 
labour,  will  be  on  the  fundus  after  it, 
and  in  the  case  under  consideration 
certainly  that  somewhere  had  been  on 
the  posterior  wall. 

In  addition  to  the  plate  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  part  ot  this  paper,  I  shall 
beg  to  refer  here  to  two  more;  the 
first,  representing  the  position  of  the  fal- 
lopian tubes,  before  the  womb  is  en- 
larged by  gestation ;  and  the  second, 
from  Hunter's  2d,  and  Cloquefs  319, 
plate  (small  edition)  their  position  at 
Its  close :  to  the  latter  I  would  parti- 
cularly beg  attention.  I  submit  it 
X)oints  out  their  situation  then  to  be 
"  laterally  posterior."  In  the  page  of 
explanation  adjoining  it  in  Cloquet's 
work,  they  are  descnbed  as  "  looking 
or  pointing  backwards"  to  the  iliac 
fossffi.    "  Latrompe  de  Fallope  droit,  se 

Sortant  en  arriere^  vers  la  face  interne 
e  Vos  iliaque." 

Fio,  2. 


arrive  at  that  low  situation  from  where 
the  first  plate  represents  them  to  have 
been,  unless  in  the  way  I  have  de- 
scribed? .  There  is  no  doubt  one 
mode  might  for  an  instant  suggest 
itself,  but  which  a  moment's  considera- 
tion will,  I  think,  shew  to  be  quite 
untenable,  namely,  that  the  fundus 
expanded  between  the  tubes  more  than 
elsewhere,  rose  up  there  more  than  in 
other  parts,  and  thus  had  the  effect  of 
sinking  them  upon  the  uterine  tumor. 
If  such,  however,  were  the  fact,  al- 
though they  undoubtedly   must  thus 

Fig.  3. 


How,  I  would  ask,  then,  can  they       Dublin,  October,  isw. 


sink  on  it,  still  they  would  there  oc- 
cupy a  laterally  central  position,  be 
directly  on  the  side,  whereas  they  are 
so  much  posterior  that  Cloquet  repre- 
sents them  as  '*  looking  backwards  and 
into  the  iliac  fossse."  The  truth  is, 
there  is  but  one  explanation  of  the 
matter — the  anterior  wall  chiefly  fHir- 
nishes  the  supply  to  the  expanding 
womb. 

This  second  plate  will  also  serve  as 
an  elucidation  of  the  nature  of  one  of 
the  arguments  used  against  me  in  the 
Dublin  Medical  Journal,  viz.  that  the 
fallopian  tubes  at  labour  are  ^^  always  to 
be  found  in  at/panc^of  thewomb,"  (Uub. 
Journal,  March  1840,  p.  32);  so  much 
so  as,  in  the  opinion  of  tiie  writer,  to  call 
for  the  special  precaution  of  the  opera- 
tor in  performing  the  Caesarean  section. 
I  believe,  however,  we  need  not  waste 
any  time  in  arguing  this  point  of  doc- 
trine, with  the  above  plate  before  us. 
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TREATMENT  OP  CYNANCHE.  sore- throats,  even  inflammatory,  by  the 

"West  Indians." 

As  far  as  my  own  experience  goes  I 

T\>  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  ^*^®  found  the  most  benefit  to  arise 

from  free  scarification  of  the  inflamed 

SiKy  tonsils,  leeches  to  the  throat,  an  emetic 

As  the  principal  object  of  periodical  ^^  the  commencement  of  the  attack, 

medical  works  is  the  advancement  of  ^^  calomel  with  purgatives  and  dia- 

xnedical  science,  through  the  easy  pub-  phoretics.--I  am,  sir, 

lication  of  practical  experience,  great  ^    Your  obedient  servant, 

praise  is  due  to  Mr.  Joseph  BeU,  of  •*•  ^'  Badeley,  M.D.  Cantab. 

Barrhead,  for  his   communication    in  Chelmiford,  Nov.  4, 1840. 

your   Gazette,  of   the    extraordinary — 

efllcacy  of  guaiacum  in  the  cure  of  IRON  AND  ZINC  IN  DIABETES. 

c^anche  tonsillaris.    He  has  reported  

SIX  cases  taken  "at  random,"  as  he  -,   ..    „,..      ^^i   wj.    ,^     ^^ 

says,  from  forty,  and  so  rapidly  sana-  ^  '**  ^*'^  qftheMedtcai  Gazette. 

tive    is    it,    according    to    the,  cases  Sin, 

which  he  has  detailed,  that  no  other.  Ip  you  think  the  subjoined  case  of 

remedy  for  the  cure  of  that  distressing  diabetes  mellitus  of  sufficient  interest 

complaint  seems  worthy  of  notice.    I  for  insertion  in  the  Medical  Gazette, 

have  tried  it   extensively  myself   for  it  is  at  your  service, 

several  years,  but  regret  to  say,  with  H.F.,aBt.  38,  an  agricultural  labourer, 

far  less    satisfactory  result  than  has  called  on  me  for  medical  attendance 

fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Bell.      My  towards  the  close  of  last  March :  he 

attention  was  furst  drawn  to  it  bv  my  was  then  labouring  under  considerable 

father ;  and  amongst  the  practical  me-  debility  :  the  quantity  of  urine  secreted 

moranda  which  he  left,  (the  offspring  was  much  more  than  natural,  and  an 

of  nearly  60  years*  practice,  without  one  increase   had   been    noticed    for  two 

week's  absence  during  the  whole  of  months  previous.    He  complained  of  a 

that  time !)  I  find  the  following  obser-  sense  of  weight  at  the  epigastrium, 

vation  on  the  disease  in  question :—  much    increased   after    taking   food: 

"Gargles  I  never  prescribe  in  inflam-  great  irregularity  in  the  action  of  the 

matory  sore-throats.    I  tliink  they  in  intestinal    tube,    with     acid    eructa- 

general    irritate,  and  increase  inflam-  tions ;  tongue  white,,  and  chapped  in 

mation.    Sometimes  I  have  seen  a  re-  the  centre,  with  red  edges ;  pulse  84* 

peUent  gargle  immediately  remove  the  very  feeble :  there  was  no  evidence  of 

inflammation  lower  down,  and  produce  any  previous  implication  of  the  lungs, 

cough  and  inflammation  of  the  lungs :  as  the  stethoscope  and  percussion  gave 

this  occurred  to  me  twice  in  my  early  no  signs  of  any  pulmonic  disease.    I 

practice,  and  I  have  never  prescribed  found  on  examination  the  quantity  of 

them  since.    I  prescribe  gargles  only  urine  voided  to  amount  to  18  pints  in 

in  aphthffi  and  putrid  sore-throats.     In  24  hours,  of  a  decided  saccharine  taste, 

inflammatory  sore-throats  I  frequently  gp.  gr.  at  60*  1023;  on  evaporation  more 

prescribe  gum  guaiacum  and  nitre,  thus :  than  6dr8.  of  solid  extract  was  yielded 

H  Gum  Gnaiac.  51. ;  Modi.  G.  Arab.  q.s.  ^V  *  P^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  108  drs.  of  solid 

Nitri  5i. ;  AqiuB  dettilkit.  Jvii. ;   Sy-  «»"«  was  secerned  dwiy.     I  recom- 

rup.  Papav.  alb.  3ii.    Miice.    Snmat  mended  an  increase  of  meat  m  his 

CocU.  ii.  dtiavel  4ta  qn&qne  herd.  usual  diet,  and  prescribed 

"  This  practice,  I  believe,  is  ahnost  ^T^\^h  ^'^'  .®*o  ^7^^^™.  3j.  M. 

confined  to  myself,  but  I  hkve  used  it  ^*  ^"^  ^^'  ^•P'  '•  **'  "^  ^' 

often  with  ^eat  success.     I  was  first  This,  with  attention  to  diet,  diapho- 

induced  to  give  it  from  reading  Home's  retics  (the  use  of  Dover's  powder,  o.n.) 

Principia  Medtcina,  in  which  he  asks  was  unavailingly  persisted  in  for  some 

'  An  specificum  sit  ?*    It  generally  ope-  time.    Then  uva  ursi,  alum,  and  ca- 

rates  on   the    bowels,    and    therefore  techu,  were  administered,  without  any 

cannot  be  continued  long  at  a  time.     I  apparent  good  effect ;  the  disease  still 

was  the  more  induced  to  give  it  from  progressing.    Considering  the  impor- 

some  degree  of  stimulating  similarity  tant  action  of  the  sympathetic  over 

to  the  cayenne  always  prescribed  in  the  secretions  of  the  digestive  apparatus, 
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ttnd  the  evident  deraagement  of  the  ency]Bted  tumor,  and  finctiuilimi  eould 

whole  nervous  system,  whether  prima-  be  distinctly  felt.    It  was  believed  that 

ril^  or  secondarily  affected,  I  deter-  the  distress  was  caused  by  the  tumo^ 

mmed  to  make  use  of  the  mineral  tonics :  compressing  the  peroneal  nerve,  and  it 

to  that  intent  I  adnunisiered  was  concluded,  nom  its  situation  be- 

n  Fcfri  Snlphat.  3L ;  Ziaci  Sulphat.  3I. ;  t^^  ^«  feacia,  and  partly  under  the 

Ert.  Anthem.  &L   M.  fisnt  Piluhe  8ol«us  muscle,  that  no  effiectnal  relief 

uz.  cap.  L  ter  in  die.  conld  be  given  without  cnttnig  the 

,.   ,      ^,              ^  ^« .         ,.  .      ^«  tumor  out    Accordingly,  an  incision 

Under  the  use  of  this  me^cme  the  ^„    ,^      lengthwile  with    respect 

symptoms  ffraduiilly  decreased,  and  m  to  the  Umb,  so  aJ to  expose  the  tuiior : 

the  space  oT  about  t*;o  months  no  trace  ^^  attachments  were  deep  and  firm. 

of  the  disease  rcmamed :  towar^  tfie  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^f  K^erin/the  connect 

end  of   June  this  man  resumed  his  ^^^  ^  ^^  upper  part  tHe  patient  ex. 

a^cultural  occupations,  and  has  not  ^^^^^  **  that-rthe  nerve  P^aid  c«n- 

since  had  any  return  of  his  disease.  ^j^^^  ^f  ^^^  p^  .  t^c  same  sensa> 

1  un,  sir,  ^^jj   though  in  a  less  degree,  was  ex- 

Your  obedient  servant,  peninced  It  the  moment  of  dividing 

Rutbcrfieid  SuMBz.               ttowARD.  Jj,g  j^,,,^  portion.    The  wound  was 

Not.  3,'isImu  closed  with  plaister,  and  the  limb  ban- 


daged  and  jjut  to  rest    Although  the 

TUMOR  OP  THE  PERONEAL  adhesive  action  followed,  yet  the  wound, 

\smZv  healed  slowly :  much  pain  was  felt  m 

NERVE.  the  parts  below  the  division  of  the 

Br  Tbom AS  OvrrBmiooB,  M.R.C.S.  nerve,  but  none  up  the  limb  as  for- 

gether  there  was  more  disturbance  of 

Ma.  DocKBK,a  hale  person,  aged  sixty-  the  health  than  could  have  been  ex- 

four,  was  struck  on  the  right  leg  by  a  pected  in  a  penon  of  Mr.  D.'s  harfy 

Mbble  stone  abcmt  thhrty  yean  afto.  constitution.    It  was  necessary  to  im- 

SMie  aehmg  pain  was  caosed  by  the  prove  his  diet,  and  particubrly  to  give 

bksv;  cad  (the  spot  ^lere  the  mjuiy  wine,  to  counteract  a  tendency  to  xaee- 

was  sustained,  sax  inehss  above  the  ration  at  the  lower  part  of  the  woundf 

ankle,  and  at  the  upper  maivin  of  the  and  he  required  crotches  to  enable  hhn 

solnos  muscle,  oonHnuBd  a  long  time  to  walk.     At  this  time,  ten   weeks 

tender.  Intheoourseofatwelvemon^a  since  the  operation,  he  is  in  good  healtii; 

substance  was  perceived  there,  whieh,  and  walks  upri^t  and  firm.   The  only 

being  pmsed,  pain  shot  up  the  limb,  inconvenience  remaining  is  a  feeling  of 

It  graduaUy  increased  hi  siae  1   and  the  outer  side  of  the  foot  being  tuiem, 

about  seven  yean  since  became  much  as  it  is  termed,  and  the  consequent  im- 

moretenderthan  before.  Prtt8are,whe-  certainty  as  to  the  snr&ce  on  which  it 

thcrintentional  or  aoddoital,  eansed  rests ;  this,  however,  is  diminisinng,  and 

nam  to  dart  up  to  the  head,  and  a  the  proper  sense  and  natural  heat  are 

.shock  to  be  felt  throng^  the  whole  graduaUy  restored, 
sgrstcm.    The  patient  said  the  aenM-       J%e  Tkmor.-^The  cyst  oould  eai^ly 

two  was  preeisdy  that  which  is  felt  be  stripped  off:  it  waa  evidenliy  no 

when  the  ulnar  nerve  18  pfaiched  at  more  than  tiieceUnhir  tissue,  condensed, 

the  nde  of  the  elbow-jomt,  only  very  fonnhig  tiie  original  sheath  of  the  ne- 

much  more  mtense.    The  part  of  the  roneal  n«ve.    This  dmcloaed  a  sub- 

u    "****^  J*^?  ^  ^^  "*J?7  ^^  8t»nce,  egg-shaped«  white,  smooth,  and 

quite  nnaflected,  and  preserved  its  fall  ghstenmg,  and  stKaked  with  cream- 

sensibthty.    There  was  slight  numb-  cobured  Tines.  These  Unes  were  plainly 

ne«  m  ^   tumtf   after   very  long  the  separated  filamento  of  the  nerve: 

walking,  but  no  pain,  either  then,  or  at  they  were  disposed  longitudinally  and 

any  other  time,  except  as  the  result  of  in  regular  order,  similar  to  the  fibres  of 

pressure.  an  onion.     The  tumor  on  bemg  cut 

in  ttie  month  of  August,  of  the  pre-  asunder  presented  an  appearance  not 

sent  year,  the  tumor  was  as  large  as  unlike  what  the  vitreouH  humour  of 

a  pullet  s  egg,  and  nearly  bpherical  in  the  eve  wuuW  do  if  the  fine  membrane 

knapc ;  It  had  aU  the  characten  of  an  fonumg  its  cellb  could  be  thit-kynffl 
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and  lendond  aHi^idy  opaque.     The  the  pmstveof  an  independenttumoroii 

llaid  oontaiBed  in   the  cavities   was  a  nerve)  that  there  is  not  yet  fixed  any 

viseid  and  lubricious,  and  being  of  a  precise  and  definite  test  of  tumor  in 

str&w-cokiared  tint  gave  to  the  section  the  substance  of  a  nerve,  as  contrardi»- 

a  greenish  east.    The  enlareement  be-  tinguisfaed  from  tumor  in  the  vicinity 

gan  a  quarter  of  an  inch  oelow  the  of  a  nerve,  and  consequently  that  the 

point  wnere  the  nerve  was  cut  across,  swgeon  must,  as  a  practical  rule,  ap- 

The  filaments  here  suddenly  diverged,  proach  cases  like  the  present  in  uacer- 

and  spread   equally   around*     Thus,  taintv  as  to  the  real  seat  of  disease, 

with  the  aid  of  the  thickened  neurilema,  and  be  prepared  to  remove  either  the 

a  cyst  was  fonned  ahnost  as  strong  as  tumor  that  may  intrude  upon  the  nerve, 

the  sclerotic  coot  of  the  eve,  which  or  excise  a  portion  of  the  nerve  itself 

endoaedthe  structure  above  described —  that  may  be  found  to  have  undergone 

the  deposit  in  the  midst  of  the  nerve,  change,  accoiding  as  exploration  with 

When  the  tumor  was  steeped  in  dilute  the  knife  shall  enable  him  to  ascertain 

aleohol  it  acquired  oonsiaereble  firm-  the  condition  of  the  parts. 

ness,  uid   an   uniform   crcam^lour  Blnniii«liMn,  Oct  8^  1840. 

throughout. 

This  case  is  interesting,  as  shewing  FRACTURE  OF  THE  RADIUS. 

that  the  nervous  cord  is  exposed  to  the  

8ame««ualtitt  as  the  ^ot%^l««to  of  j^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  G«t«e. 

the  body,  and  that,  on  the  mfliction  of  ^ 

violence,  it  suffers  inflammation,  and  Sia, 

one  or  other  of  the  natural  terminations  I  beo  to  forward  vou  the  following 

of  that  process.    In  this  instance  se-  ^^ajse  of  fracture  of  the  radius  produced 

nms  dOfnsion   into  the  cellular  tissue  by  the  action  of  the  muscles :  you  may 

connecting  the  nervous  fibrils  seems  perhaps  think  it  not  unworthy  a  comer 

to  have  ensued.    The  irritation  created  of  your  valuable  publication. 

by  walking,  together  with  the  acd-  A  man,  aet  35,  not  remarkably  mus- 

dental  bnibing  and  ftecpumt  handling  cular,  presented  himself  at  the  North 

of  the  part,  explain  how  the  morbid  Dispensary  on  the  2d  of  November, 

action  was  perpetuated.    And  the  ap-  with  a  fracture  of  the  left  radius  just 

peanuces  go  lar  to  account  for  the  below  tiie  insertion  of  Uiepromitwrradu 

extreme  tenderness  of  tiie  part  first  teres,  Moduced^  follows  :---Hc  hdd  m 

hnrtt  forthe  pain  propagatea  thsough  his  left  hand  a  heavy  bar  of  uron :  m 

the  sciatie  nerve  upwaid  to  the  braui,  twisting  his  arm  into  the  prone  poei- 

where  tiie  tomar  was  compressed ;  and  tion,  in  order  to  place  the  undo:  suface 

also— whatisthecUef  point  in thediag-  uppermost  upon  his  anvil,  the  bone 

nosis-^tiie  close  resemUanoe  of  the  ttt-  gave  way  Mi  the  point  above  mentioned, 

mor  of  the  nerve,  the  proper  neuroma,  I  am,  snr, 

to  an  ordinary  tumor  independent  of  Your  obechent  servant, 

the  nerve,  and  important  to  it  only  H.  H.  Badclivfe. 

finm  oontiffuity,  and  the  risk  of  inter-  Liverpool.  Nov.  Mh,  isio. 

ferencewiSi  its  functions  by  pressure.    "  _^ 

In  reference  to  this  case  it  may  also  o**  thb 

be  remar<Led  tiiat  the  distinguishing  OPERATION  FOR,  STRABISMUS. 

characteiistieiof  neuroma,  as  noted  by  

Mr.  Swan— the  fireo  movement  of  the  •j^^j^  g^f^  ^fj^  Medie^4S^€Ue. 

tumorlateraliybutnotlongitudinally—  ^^^^ 

was  not  clear.    In  so  long  a  nerve  as  Should  the  following  remarks  be  suffi- 

the  peraneal  a  ocrtoin  dwee.of  moUon  ^^^^^^     interesting,  their  insertion  in 

imght  be  pemntted  m  the  direction  of  ^^  ^^    number  of  your  periodical  will 

the  line  of  the  nerve  as  well  as  side-  q|,i;^  1.j  anu  sir 

Mvs,  (and  earthy,  it  was  so  to  some  ^  '        ^^  obedient  servant, 

riight  extent  m  this  instance),  and  witii  q  Radclyffe  Hall. 

about  equal  to  that  allowed  of  longitu-  Although  from  the  number  of  pai)ers 

dinally?  The  conclusion  tiien  is  (since  that  have  lately  appeared  m  connecUon 

it  U  admitted  that  all  the  distress  that  with  the  operation  for  strabismus,  a 

attends  neuroma  may  be  produced  by  certain  degree  of  ndiculs  may  be  at- 
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tached  to  one  who  ventures  to  add  without  usinff  some  instrumental 
another  to  the  list,  yet  I  trust  I  shall  for  fixing  tne  eye,  I  experienced  no 
be  freed  from  the  charge  of  presump-  difficulty  in  operating  as  above  on  a 
tion  in  directing  the  attention  of  your  boy  three  years  and  a  naif  oM.  I  tried 
readers  to  a  m^e  of  operating  more  with  the  speculum  in  one  instance,  bat 
simple,  I  believe,  than  any  which  has  found  it  much  more  in  the  way  than 
hitherto  been  published.  Having  ope-  the  finger  of  an  assistant.  Of  hooks  of 
rated  in  the  way  I  am  about  to  describe  all  kinds,  as  they  certainly  increase  the 
in  ninety  cases,  since  Oct.  3d,  I  can  pain,  and  injure  more  or  less  the  sde* 
speak  with  confidence  as  to  the  prac-  rotica  and  conjunctiva,  if  they  can  be 
ticability  of  the  operation,  and  as  it  has  dispensed  with,  no  argument  against 
been  approved  of  by  all  the  surgeons  their  use  seems  required, 
who  have  seen  it  performed,  and  sub-  In  seventeen  cases  I  completed  the 
sequently  practised  by  several,  I  feel  operation  widiout  any  assistance,  ex- 
justified  in  ofiering  it  to  the  notice  of  cept  from  a  person  holding  the  head 
the  profession.  firm,  separating  the  lids,  and  using  tbe 

Tne  patient  being  seated,  and  the  forceps  with  my  left  hand ;  and  this  is 

opposite  eye  covered  with  a  handker-  less  rormidable  to  the  patient  than  any 

chief,  an  assistant  elevates  the  upper  other  mode  of  procedure.    To  succeed 

eyelid  with  his  finger;  the  operator  satisfactorily,    however,    the    patioit 

sitting  in  firont  of  the  patient,  with  the  should  be  calm  and  steady,  and  the  eye 

little  finger  of  his  len  hand  depresses  large,  and  not  particularly  irritable, 
the  lower  lid.      The  patient  is  then        When  the  patient  is  much  frightened 

caused  to  direct  liis  eye  upwards  and  and  restive,  and  squeezes  the  eyelids 

outwards.    With  a  pair  of  fine  forceps  strongly  together,  it  is  easier  to  pass  a 

the  operator  takes  up  a  small  portion  of  small  steel  probe,  bent  near  the  end  at  a 

the  conjunctiva  at  the  distance  of  about  very  obtuse  angle,  through  theopeningin 

a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  nasal  the  conjunctiva  beneath  the  tendon, and 

margin,*  and  rather  below  a  line  drawn  then,  persuadingthe  patient  to  open  his 

from  the  inferior  margin,  of  the  cornea,  eye  vmuntarily,  to  bring  the  tendon  for- 

With  a  pair  of  curved  scissars,  pre-  wards,  hitch  the  margin  of  the  upper 

viously  held  in  the  right  hand,  this  bit  hd  over  the  prominence  formed  by  the 

of  conjunctiva  is  snipped  off.    Through  end  of  the  probe,  and  then  to  pass  the 

the  aperture  thus  made  in  the  conjunc-  lower  blade  of  the  scissars  along  the 

tiva,  the  lower  probe-pointed  blade  (of  side  of  the  steel  probe.    The  probe  is 

which  the  concave  is  the  cutting  edge)  not  larger  at  tiie  end  than  elsewheve, 

is  passed  along  the  sclerotic :  being  kept  is  not  grooved,  and  is  fixed  in  a  com* 

close  to  the  globe,  it  is  directed  oack-  mon  scalpel  handle.    It  is  aiso  usefol 

wards    and   rather    downwards:    the  to  seek  out  and  bring  forwuds  the  fibres 

upper  eyelid  is  now  allowed  to  fall,  by  which  adhere  fiar  back,  if  the  inversion 

depressing   the   handle  of  the  lower  still  remains  after  the  more  superficial 

blade :    its  probe-point  rises  upwards  band  of  tendon  has  been  divided, 
between  the  tendon  of  the  internal        I  believe  I  may  assume  for  this  mode 

rectus  and  the  eyeball,  causing  a  stight  of  dividing  the  rectus  intemus  ocuH 

projection  of  the  upper  part  of  the  the  following  advantages : — Simplkity, 

conjunctiva.    With  his  left  hand  the  from  the    few  instruments  required; 

operator  raises  the  upper  lid  htfore  he  facihty  and  rapidity  widi  which  it  may 

draws  the  tendon  forwsSrds;  then  gently  be    performed,    (a  surgeon  who  was 

drawing  towards  him,  the  tendon  is  present  told  me  that  in  one  case  the 

seen  as  a  white  opaque  band  across  the  operation    was    completed   in  twenty 

blade,  covered,  together  with  the  probe-  seconds);   freedom  trom  heemorrhage 

point  of  the  instrument,  by  conjunctiva,  and  puffiness  of  the  part  until  after  the 

Closure  of  the  blades,  by  dividing  con-  division  of  the  tendon;  as  small  a  wound 

junctiva  and  tendon  together,  completes  as  possible ;  very  much  less  pain  than 

the  operation.    One  pair  of  scissars  and  when  the  conjunctiva  is  first  dissected 

a  forceps  being  the  only  instruments  off"  the  tendon  ;  impossibility  of  doing 

used,  I  think  the  operation  can  scarcely  injury  to  the  eye,  should  the  patient 

be  more  simplified.  prove  unsteady,  and,  as  sometimes  has 

Notwithstanding  your  late    corres-  happened,  snatch  the  instrument  vlo- 

pondent,  "  Speculum,"  stronglv  depre-  lently  away, 
cates  the  attempt  tooperate  on  cnildren,        The  after-progress  of  the  cases  has 
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beenimeveiy  rcapect  JBatisiactoiy ; .  and  bismus,  for  the  eye  either  not  afi^ted 

I  xnay   here   mention  the  advantage  at  all,  or  much  less. so  than. the  other, 

derived  from  closing  the  eyelid  by  strips  to  aasume  the  degree  and  extent  of  the 

of  gold-beater's  skm  or  court*plaster.  squint  which  previously  existed  in  the 

There  is  less  sprouting  of  the  granula-  otner,  when  the  sound  eye  is  covered, 

tions,  and  any  ecchymosis  disappears  and  the  squinting  eye  is  called  into 

more  rapidly  than  when  wetted  lint  exercise. 

merely  has  been  applied.  I  am  indebted  This  mutation  of  the  strabismus  from 

for  the  hint  to  Mr.  Htmt.  the  deranged  to  the  previously  healthy 

The  scissars  I  use  are  rather  large,  eye    (I  am   now  speaking  of  single 

the  blades  being  when  closed  an  inch  strabismus)  is  a  peculiarity  weU  wortny 

anda  half  in  length;  the  curve  is  at  first  of  note.    The  sound  eye  is  covered, 

very  slight,  near  the  end  rather  greater,  whilst  the  distorted  eye  is  employed. 

The  probe-point  on  the   end  of  the  and  we  find  that  there  is  either  an 

lowest  blade  is  very  small ;  the  concave  immediate  change,  or  that  this  change 

cutting  edge  is  fine;  every  other  edge  .  is  not  effected  until  the  originally  nor- 

smoomly  rounded  off.    The  upper  blade  xnal  orsan  has  been  bound  up  for  some 

18  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  shorter,  and  time ;  But  that  this  tendency  exists  in 

its  convex  edge  is  sharp  to  its  extre-  every  case,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 

mity.    Unless  the  blades  close  with  the  provided  that  the  strabismus  have  been 

utmost  accuracy,  and  are  very  well  set,  of  some  duration.      I  would  inquire 

they  will  not  divide  the  structures  by  how  is  this  effected  ?      Perhaps  this 

one  cat  may  be  the  explanation :   the  organs 

To  any  one  about  to  repeat  the  ope-  have  been  acting  irregularly  for  a 
ration  I  have  described,  the  following  length  of  time,  witnout  that  due  degree 
remarks  may  not  appear  impertinent : —  of  connection  and  consent  which  ought 
The  chair  shoula  nave  a  hieh  back,  to  subsist,  and  to  this  they  have  become 
against  which  the  patient's  head  can  habituated,  so  that  they  turn  constantly, 
be  firmly  held,  so  as  to  preclude  any  having  the  same  relation  to  each  other 
audden  jerk  backwards.  The  opposite  in  their  abnormal  condition  as  they 
eye  should  be  covered  effectually,  or  the  previously  moved  in  harmony  dpring 
squinting  eye  cannot  be  directed  suffi-  their  healthy  state ;  hence,  when  the 
ciently  outwards,  or  vice  versA,  and  the  proper  direction  is  temporarily  given 
difficulty  of  keeping  the  eyelids  apart  to  the  squinting  eye,  the  organ  ori^- 
will  be  greater.  The  snip  in  the  con-  nally  healthy  nas  an  inclination  still 
junctiva  shouJd  not  be  made  too  high,  to  hold  the  same  relation  to  that  eye 
or  too  Car  from  the  cornea,  or  the  eel-  as  it  did  whilst  affected  with  strabismus, 
lular  tissue  between  the  internal  rectus  and  is  turned  out  of  its  healthy  axis  in 
and  the  wall  of  the  orbit  alone  will  be  obedience  to  this  impulse. 
brought  forward.  The  probe-pointed  If  this  explanation  be  true,  then  it 
blade  should  be  pushed  far  enough  would  apply  also  to  the  cure  of  stra- 
back  into  the  orbit  before  its  point  is  bismus  oy  operation ;  here,  for  some 
elevated,  there  being  nothing  which  time,  there  would  be  a  tendency  in  the 
can  suffer  injury  from  so  doing.  The  opposite  eye  to  assume  the  sauint. 
sense  of  resistance  when  the  tendon  is  That  such  is  the  case  I  am  perfectly 
felt,  and  the  audible  snap  which  often  convinced,  not  only  in  double  but  sin- 
accompanies  its  division,  are  very  cha-  gle  strabismus.  These  are  my  proofs : — 
racteristic.  &  gentleman,  in  whom  the  squint  was 

.  single,  and  in  whose  other  eye  there 

was  no  immediate  tendency  to  assume 

ODSERVATlONS  an  abnormal  direction,  on  covering  the 

oifTHB  organ  and  calling  the  squinting  eve 

PATHOLOGY  OP  STRABISMUS.  in^   action,  was  operated  on  for  the 

complaint ;  the  operation  was  at  first 

By  Edward  Hocxbn,  Esq.  successful,  and  the  squinting  eye  was 

(For  tht  London  Medical  Gazette  J  directed  healthilv  ;  but  after  some  days 

the  previously  healthy  eye  began  to 

assume  the  squint,  and  shortlv  after- 

It  is  a  &ct,  well  proved  by  repeated  wards  became  affected  with  straoismus, 

observation,  that  there  exists  a  ten-  in  an  eaual  degree  to  the  originally  mid- 

dency,  both  in  double  and  single  stra-  directed  organ. 
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Mr.  B.  Lucas,  in  his  ex«dleBt  little  Mr.  Beniwtt  Lqcbs,  in  Mb  wcwk,  pie- 

*«  Treatise"  on  Btrabismns^  states  that,  vioasly  alluded  to,  page  49,  directs  iw 

even  in  those  cases  which  he  dtenomi-  to  form  our  diagnosb  by  placing  the 

nates  single,  namely,  those  in  whidi  hand  obliquely  over  the  eye,  in  such  a 

there  exists  no  imznediate  tendency  to  manner  as  to  nide  all  objects  in  ftoAt 

the  transfer  of  the  squint,  he  has  seen,  of  it,  but  kept  sufficiently  raised  at  ^e 

in   several   instances,  the  eye  which  temporal  margin  of  the  orbit  to  enaUe 

was  not  operated  upon  have  a  slight  us  to  watch  its  movements.  The  natiesit 

inclination   inwards  for  several  davs  is  directed  to  exercise  the  eje  wmch  is 

after  the   operation  }   but,  when  the  uncovered  j;   and  i^  at  the  time  thai  ke 

healing  process  was   completed,  and  brings  it  to  the  centre  of  ti»  nM^  Ac 

both  eyes  were  freely  exercised  by  the  covered   eye   retreats  into  the  inner 

.  patient^  this  inclination  inwards  gradn-  canthua^  the  ease  is  one  of  double  eon- 
ally  became  less  and  less  (p.  49).  On  veigent  stralinmns,  and  botli  eyes  will 
this  subject  we  may  also  consult  the  require  to  be  operated  upon;  but  if 
experience  of  MM.  GuMn  and  Roox.  both  eves  are  at  this  period  straight;  or 
Now  it  becomes  of  importance  to  evcnif  the  covered  eye  has  but  a  slight 
trace  the  difference  between  single  and  inclination  inwards,  the  case  is  one  of 
double  strabismus,  since  it  has  been  single  convergent  strabismus,  and  the 
made  a  question  whether  single  stra-  inner  rectus  muscle  of  one  eye  only  will 
Iriamis  ever  occurs  ;  whilst,  on  the  reouire  to  be  divided^ 
contrary,  we  find  some  authors  assert-  The  practical  deduction  from  this 
ing  that  it  is  always  single,  and  that  reasoning  is  evidently  most  excellent 
consec^uently  double  strabismus  does  as  a  general  rule,  but  I  believe  with 
not  exist.  some  exceptions;  I  must  di^r,  how- 
Mr.  Elliot,  in  the  Lancet  for  Sept.  ever,  somewhat  in  the  determination  of 
12,  came  to  the  conclusion  *'that  those  cases  which  are,  and  those  cases 
the  strabismus  could  not  be  regarded  which  are  not,  double.  To  judge  of 
as  confined  to  one  eye."  His  resson  the  presence  of  double  strabismus  lire 
for  this  conclusion  was  founded  on  the  must  be  guided  W  the  appearance  of 
fiuat,  that,  when  the  sound  eye  was  the  eyes  themsehres,  for  here  both 
closed,  the  alfected  one  became  straight;  organs  arc  habitually  (or  both  ai«, 
but  on  raising  the  lid  of  the  former  it  durinfi^  the  continuance  of  the  squint) 
was  found  inverted,  though  the  position  tumeS  out  of  their  nomml  axis;  tlds, 
of  the  eyes  was  soon  reversed  ag^n.  during  the  ordinary  employment  of  the 
I  shall  presently  allude  to  this  sul^ect,  organs,  is  especially  evident  in  one,  bnt 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  constitutes  from  a  vanety  of  circumstances  may 
double  strabismus.  From  the  Lancet  chan^  in  intensity  from  eye  to  eye; 
we  will  turn  to  the  Dublin  Medical  yet  still,  under  all  circumstances,  both 
Press;  and  here  we  shall  find  Mr.  globes,  not  one,  are  morbidly  directed. 
Crommelink  stating,  finom  an  enlarged  The  tendency  still  to  hold  the  same 

-  opportunity  of  i»ractical  experience,  relative  situation  to  each  otter  exists 
that  he  is  dispcwed  to  support  tiie  in  all  cases,  double  or  single  i  how  Ikr 
opinon  of  Buflbn,  namely,  *'  that  stra-  double  stralnsmus  is  dependent  on  this 
faismus  never  affects  both  eyes  sfmulta-  tendency  becoming  increased  and 
aeously;"  this  decision  having  for  its  habituated,  whilst  the  originally  squiitft* 
foundation  the  results  of  the  o{)eration.  ing  eye  becomes  more  and  move  M>nor- 
He  tells  us  that  where  one  eve  is  much  mmly  situated,  I  cannot  say;  but  I 
affected,  the  other,  no  doubt,  at  first  think  it  probable  that  evenr  case  is 
sight,  seems  eijualty  so;  but  when  the  primarily  single,  and,  therefore,  that 
distorted  eye  is  restored  to  its  natural  this,  in  conjunction  with  the  original 
position  by  the  operation,  the  opposite  exciting  cause,  is  the  most  likely  ex- 
eye  loses  its  apparent  deviation,  either  planation  of  its  formation.  It  is  there* 
immediatelv  or  after  a  short  time.  My  fore  probable  that  they  are  intimately 
belief  is,  that  both  these  opinions  are  connected;  but  still  I  maintain  that 
incorrect,  and  that  strabismus  occurs  where  the  sqnint,  in  ordinary  vision, 
aiogle — confined  to  one  eye,  and  also  is  habitually  confined  to  one  eye,  that 
as  a  double  lesion,  when  both  eyes  are  that  case  has  no  title  whatever  to  the 

•  concerned.  name  of  double  strabinnus,  and  this 

By  what  symptoms  do  we  diaf^oflfi-  whether  there  be  an  immediate  or  a 

cate  double    and   single    strabismus?  slower    transfer   on    binding   up    or 
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covering  the  opposite  eye ;  the  one  not  subjected  to  their  proper  employ- 
being  merely  ^  more  developed  degree  ment,  become  debilitated  in  their  nine- 
of  the  other.  tions,  and  atrophied  in  their  structure. 

From   a   due  consideration  of  the  Hypertrophy  would  not  occur  in  those 

subject,  therefore,  we  may  deduce  that  cases  where  the  squint  resulted  from 

it  would  be  necessary  to  warn  patients  deficient  action  of  some  muscles,  the 

of  this  tendency  of   transfer  in  the  healthv  direction  being  disturbed  by 

strabismus  from  the  eye  which  may  normal  action  in  their  opponents  sim- 

be  operated . upon,  to  its  fellow;  and  ply,  nor  in  any  case  where  the  vital 

this  especially  m  true  cases  of  double  attraction  between  the  capillaries  and 

squint,  and  iii  those  where  there  exists  muscular  dssue  was  not  unduly  aup- 

a  strong  tendency  to  assume  the  same  mented.    Here,  perhaps,  I  may  a£l 

relation  to  the  true  squinting  eye  as  the  congenital  cases  (which  are  very  rare),  • 

healthy    eye    did   whilst    abnormally  depending  on  ori^nal   deformity,  or 

directed.    Shoidd  a  transfer  occur,  and  congenita  shortenmg,  &c.,  of  the  mus- 

should  it  resist  mild  measures,  such  as  cle  or  muscles. 

gentle  employment  of  both  and  each  Most  pathologists  who  have  written 

organ,  together  or  separately,  the  squint  on  strabismus  confirm  these  statements : 

becoming  permanent,  then  the  opera-  thus  we  find  Mr.  Middlemore  stating 

tion  must  be  repeated  on  the  opposite  that  in  a  case  of  divergent  strabismus, 

eye.  examined  by  him,  tlie  extern^  rectus 

As  .regards  the  actual  condition  of  of  the  eve  airected  with  strabismus  was 
the  muscles  in  strabismus,  I  stated  in  a  much  larger  than  it  ou^ht  to  have 
recent  paper  (p.  943),  that  in  many  been — ^much  larger  relatively  to  the 
severe  ana  long-continued  cases,  where  size  of  the  other  muscles  of  the  same 
excessive  muscular  action  was  induced,  eye,  and  comparatively,  with  those  of 
hyoertrophy  of  the  muscle  so  acting  the  opposite  organ.  '<  Other  circum- 
haa  eventually  supervened;  and  that  stances,"  he  says,  **  may  induce  a  dis- 
in  all  cases,  whatever  their  remote  pa-  proportion  in  Uie  form  and  power  of 
thology,  the  actual  local  condition  was  the  muscles  of  the  eyeball,  and  wilT 
always  either  excessive  or  deficient  in-  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  variety 
nervation,  or  excessive  muscular  action  and  extent  of  strabismus,  corresponding 
of  primary  origin.  For  particulars  I  to  such  changes." 
must  refer  to  me  paper  itself.  I  men-  Mr.  B.  Lucas  informs  us  that  he  has 
tion  this  subject,  since  it  has  been  had  many  opportunities  of  witnessing 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Dufiin,  in  a  paper  the  great  development  of  the  inner 
which  appeared  last  week.  He  says,  rectus  muscle  in  ccmvergent  strabismufi, 
"  I  am  not  prepared  to  assert  that  such  and  that  many  of  his  professional 
a  change ,  in  tne  development  of  the  friends,  who  have  been  present  at  his 
muscles  of  the  eye  never  exists,  though  operations,  have  satisfied  ^emselves 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  the  general  that  the  muscle  was  in  this  state, 
condition  of  the  inner  muscle  in  cases  In  such  cases  the  muscle  was  not 
of  this  description."  Judging  firom  merely  increased  in  balk,  bnt  was  also 
;analogy  of  what  we  observe  to  occur  much  more  vascular,  and  of  a  deeper 
in  other  parts,  under  similar  circum-  colour,  than  nataTal-~conditions  wlueh 
stances,  we  should  say  that  this  must  contrast  remarkably  with  the  appear- 
be  die  frequent  consequence  of  habitual  ance  the  muscles  of  the  eye  present  in 
strabismus.  It  woula  take  place  in  all  their  healthy  state  (he,  tit.,  p.  2H.) 
cases  where  excessive  muscular  action  Dr.  Franz  also,  in  his  answer  to 
was  the  primary  lesion;  but  how  long  "Solomon  Single-Eye,"  states  that,  in 
the  affection  might  remain  as  mere  his  experience,  the  muscles  are  fire- 
spasm  (permanent  contraction  firom  quently  hypertrophied. 
excess  of  innervation),  from  derange-  The  common  termination  of  the  con- 
ments  or  diseases  of  the  general  nervous  dition  of  a  muscle,  therefoi^,  under 
system,  brain,  or  abdominal  viscera,  I  preternatural  excitement,  is  hypertro- 
will  not  pretend  to  say.  But  it  is  phy,  whilst  its  fellow  or  antagonist 
evident  that  hypertrophy  must  be  a  becomes  elongated,  enfeebled,  and 
frequent  termination,  since  excessive  atrophied.  Mr.  Middlemore  confirms 
mnscular  action  in  other  parts,  if  long  this  statement  also :  he  says,  "  one  of 
continued,  invariably  leads  to  this  the  muscles  of  the  eve-ball  may  become 
result;  wnilst,  on  the  contrary,  ports  atrophic  from  an  unduestrength  or  action 


288     PR0PEIIT1F,§  OF  A  COMBINATION  OP  ALBUMEN  WITH  ACIDS. 

of  its  antagonizing  muscle,  which,  by  if  we  relax  a  muscle  beyond  a  certain 

controlling  its  power,  limits  its  sphere  degree,  its  fullest  contraction  will  not 

of  action,  and  induces  wasting  of  its  serve  to  exert  any  power  on  its  fixed 

volume."    (Vol.  ii.  p.  573.)  points.  This  is  beautifully  illustrated  by 

In  the  operation,  when  all  the  ten-  the  following  experiment,  which  should 

dinous  fibres  and  condensed  cellular  always  be  kept  in  mind  in  the  treat- 

tissue  are  completely  divided,  the  squint-  ment  of   dislocated    thumb.      If   we 

ing  eye  usually  regains  its  proper  posi-  forcibly  bend  the  hand  on  the  forearm, 

tion,  but  in  some  tew  cases  it  is  turned  to  its  utmost  degree,  we  so  far  relax  the 

more  than  is  proper  in  the  contrary  flexor  poUicis  longus  as  to  render  void 

direction.    How  is  it  that  this  does  not  the  ^eatest  voluntary  effort  to  flex  the 

always  take  place  ?    And  how  can  we  last  joint  of  the  thumb ;  in  fact  we  find 

explain  the  fact  of  the  eye  only  acquir-  that  we  have  not  the  slightest  power 

ing  its  healthy  direction  P    Mr.  Duffin,  over  it.     From  hence  we  learn  that 

in  a  paper  for  the  19th  of  September,  the  fullest  contraction  of ^  this  muscle 

says  that  the  most  simple  and  natural  serves  only  to  shorten  it  to  a  certain 

reply  to  this  query  seems  to  be  the  fact  extent,  and  that  if  w^e  exceed  this  de- 

that,  in  a  state  of  health,  voluntary  gree  its  •  utmost  efforts  will  exert  no 

muscles  have  no  disposition  to  contract,  force  whatever    on  its    fixed   attach- 

unless  called  into  action  by  an  effort  of  ments. 

the  will ;  and  that  when  the  eve  is  As  a  general  rule,  the  tendency  still 
restored  to  the  position  it  ought  to  to  hold  the  same  relative  situation  to 
occupy,  the  abductor  muscle,  being  each  other  is  manifested  in  the  eyes, 
then  completely  relaxed,  will  not  draw  even  under  these  circumstances ;  and 
it  unduly  outwards,  unless  that  effort  when  one  is,  from  the  causes  already 
of  the  will  be  exerted.  But  to  this  I  mentioned,  turned  outwards,  the  other 
would  remark  that  such  results  are  not  eye  is  turned  inwards  in  a  similar  de- 
seen  in  nature ;  for  how  is  it  that  stra-  ^ee.  But  there  appear  to  be  excep- 
bismus  occurs  when  the  opposite  muscle  tions  in  this  case,  in  which  it  would  be 
is  weakened  ?  how  is  the  mouth,  &c.  advisable  to  ascertain  the  duration, 
turned  tow^ards  the  opposite  side  from  extent,  and  peculiarities.  Tor  an 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  ?  account  and  explanation  of  these  cases 
and,  indeed,  I  might  go  on  proposing  I  must  refer  to  Mr.  Duffin's  paper  of 
numerous  questions  of  a  similar  ten-  the  25th  of  September;  premising,  how- 
dency.  The  fact  is  this:  that  all  muscles,  ever,  that  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  any 
during  their  healthy  state,  although  other  cases  of  double  divergent  strabis- 
not  in  a  condition  of  active  contraction,  mus  but  those  alluded  to  in  that  paper, 
maintain  a  degree  of  vital  tonicity ;  We  may  infer,  finally,  that  the  ex- 
antagonizing  muscles  act  and  react  on  planation  of  those  cases,  where  the 
each  other.  Instance  the  abdominal  natural  axis  of  vision  only  is  restored 
muscles,  which  always  maintain  a  de-  by  the  operation,  is,  that  elongation 
gree  of  uniform  pressure  on  the  contents  and  debility  of  the  muscle  prevent 
of  the  abdomen,  so  that  under  all  con-  further  contraction;  not  that,  in  a  state 
ditions  this  cavityf  as  it  is  called,  is  of  health,  voluntary  muscles  have  no 
always  JiUl ;  the  two  surfaces  of  the  disposition  to  contract  unless  called 
peritoneum,  when  not  separated  bv  dis-  into  action  by  an  effort  of  the  will, 
eased  action,  are  always  directly  in  October  7th,  mo. 
contact.     My  explanation  is  this :  that  --.      . 

inall  cases  where  the  muscle— the  an-  qN  SOME  PROPERTIES  OF  A  COMBI- 

tagonist  to  the  squinting  side — is  consi-  _ _ .  _„^^,      ,  ^  ,..,*. ^^^           .  ^,^« 

dSablj  elongated,  in  proportion  to  i<»  NATION  of  ALBUMEN  with  ACIDS. 

bulk,  its  fullest  contraction  serves  only  #»v  ^1.    »j-j       x'ax    b^  j-    »  ^^ 

to  nitore  the  eye  to  its  proper  direc-  ^ '**  ^'^"^  *^'*'  ^'^'"^^  ^«^«'- 

tion:  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  if  this  ,      ^'*v     ,   -, -i.        .1  .  ,  ., 

be  not  the  case,  the  eye  is  turned  out-  *  8"^^»'  hegXad  if  you  think  the  accom- 

wards,  remaining  so  until  the  reunion  V^T^^S  observations  worth  recording. 

of  the  ddvided  milscle  restores  the  equi-  *^  ™» **'» 

librium  of  action.    That  this  is  true  I  Your  obedient  servant, 

think  that  I  can  prove,  when  we  con-  ^  ^  tS'd  (Si^Camb^d** 

sider  that  even  healthy  muscles  possess  student  at  St.  Gco'rfre^HospTui. 

but  a  limited  sphere  ot  action,  and  that  November  4th,  ism. 
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Dr.  Burrows,  in  his  lectures  published  a  much  stronger  sohition  of  albumen, 

ill  the  14th.  voL  of  the  Med.  Gazette,  tliis  precipitate  was  not  more  readily 

shewed  that  alkalies  and  their  carbo-  redissolved.    The  real  explanation    I 

nates     prevented    the    coagulation    of  have    lately  met  with  in    Berzelius's 

albumen  by  heat ;  and  he  pointed  out  Lehrbuch  der  Chemie,  in  which  he 

the  false  deduction  that  thence  might  says   that  the  nitrate  of  albumen  is 

arise  in  cases  of  dropsy  with  albuminous  soluble  in  water,  but  insoluble  in  dilute 

and  alkaline  urine.     It  has  happened  nitric    acid.    Hence    the    nitric    acid 

to  me  to  find  that  a  similar  error  may  should  be  added  in  excess,  to  precipi- 

occur  in  cases  of  albuminous  urine  in  tate  the  albumen  permanently ;  ana  it 

which  a  free  acid  is  present.  is  therefore  advisable  in  testing,  to  use 

The  urine  of  a  patient  in  St.  George's  a  little  albuminous  urine,  and  put  an 

Hospital  was  highly  acid,  g^ve  a  preci-  excess  of  acid,  instead  of  nearly  filling 

pitate  with  nitnc  acid,  which  was  not  the  glass  or  test  tube,  and  then  adding 

redissolved  when  heated.    This  urine  only  a  drop  or  two  of  nitric  acid. 

would  not  coagulate  with  heat  alone.        There  is  apjjarently  aii  error  in  what 

L  thence  concluded  that  the  precipitate  '  I  have  stated  in  cases  where  the  urine 

with  nitric  acid  was  not  albumen  j  nor  or  other  fluid  is   alkaline,  or  rather 

was  it  until  many  months  afterwards  where  all  the   albumen  is  combined 

that  I  found  that  acid  urine  might  con-  with  alkali ;   when,    as    Dr.  Burrows 

tain  albumen,  and  yet  not  coagulate  showed,  acid  must   be    added  before 

with  heat.  coagulation  by  heat  can  take  place. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  acetic        A  boy  was  admitted  into  St.  George's 

acidprevented coagulation.    Br. Prout,  Hospital,  May  1840,  with  anasarca  and 

in  Tnomson's  Annals  of  Physiology,  coa^able  urine ;    on  the  13th  he  was 

appears  hereby  to  have  distinguished  bled.    The  serum  was  alkaline,  milky, 

incipient  or  chylous  from  serous  albu-  opalescent;     specific   gravity    1*0158. 

men.     He  says,  *'  on  the  addition  of  Urine  passed  aqout  the  same  time,  after 

acetic  acid  and  boiling,  the  fluid  (chyle)  standing  twelve  hours,  slightly  alkaline ; 

coagulated;    this,  therefore,  was   not  specificgravity  1*0142.  Portions  of  urine 

albumen;"  and  on  addine  acetic  acid  and  serum  were  heated  separately;  both 

to  acid  urine  containing  albumen,  or  to  coagulated    very    slightly,    becoming 

dilute  senun,  and  heatinff  them,  no  coa-  only  cloudy,  and  giving  no  distinct  pre- 

gulation  will  take  place.  Whilst  making  cipitate:    a  small  quantity  of    acetic 

some  experiments  on  this  subject,   I  acid  being  added  to  each,  and  both 

tried  hydrochloric  acid,    and  then  I  agsdn  heated,  the  serum  gjelatinized, 

also  found  that  if  a  minute  quantity  wnile  a  heavy,  curdy  precipitate,  took 

be  added  to  urine,  or  dilute  serum,  place    in   the   urine.     By    excess    of 

that  no  coagulation  with  heat  occurs :  acetic  acid  both  were  prevented  coagu- 

nitric  acid    I    also    found   prevented  lating   by    heat.     Dilute    nitric    acid 

coagulation.    If  to  about  a  arachm  of  (with  care  not  to  add  too  much  or 

albuminous  urine,  or  dilute  serum,  a  too    little)    exhibited  the    same  phe- 

drop  of  strong  nitric  acid  be  added,  a  nomena.    Here  the  albumen  appeared 

precipitate  wul  be  formed  which,  on  to  be  first  combined  with  alkali,  and 

agitation,  will  be  found  to  redissolve,  to  be  set  free  by  a  little  acid  when 

and  on  heating  this  no  coagulation  will  coagulation  took  place.    By  the  addi- 

take  place.    I  have  even  found,  when  tion  of  a  little  more  acid  in  the  one  case, 

trying  to  coagulate  albuminous  urine  and  acetate  in  the  other,  a  nitrate  of  al- 

by  heat  in  a  test-tube  which    I  had  bumen  was   formed,  both  which  are 

previously  used  in  testing  with  nitric  soluble  in  water.    If  too  much   nitric 

acid,  and  which  I  had  not  carefully  acid  was  added,  the  nitrate  of  albumen 

washed,  that  the  small  quantity  of  acid  became  insoluble  in  the  dilute  nitric 

left  would  prevent  the  formation  of  a  co-  acid  then  present. 

agulum  even  at  a  boiling  temperature.         A  diagram  may  perhaps  make  this 

I  have  said  that  the  precipitate  first  more  clear, 
formed  with  a  drop  of  nitric  acid  is        The  serum  in  the  blood  consisted  of 

redissolved.     I  attnbuted  this,  at  first,  albuminate  of  soda,  water,  &c.  to  which 

to  an  excess  of  albumen ;  but,  by  using  acetid  acid  being  added,  we  have 

Albumen Set  free  ;  coagulable  by  heat. 

Soda  .  .  .    -^^ 

Acetic  acid -^  Acetate  of  soda,  soluble. 

676.— XXVI  I.  U 
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If  more  acetic  acid  was  added  tlianwas  suflficient  merely  to  combine  with  die  goda,  we  have 

Albumen  "^^  Acetate  of  albumen  soluble  in  water,  and  uncoagnlable  by  heat. 

Soda  .  .  •  "-^^^^f^""'''''^ 
Acetic  acid  "^^^-^v..,,^^^ 
Acetic  acid —=*•  Acetate  of  soda,  soluble. 

In  the  urine  the  albumen  was  probably  combined  with  ammonia,  forming  an  albuminate 
of  ammonia,  which  Dr.  Burrows  found  uucoagulable  by  heat ;  to  this,  if  a  small  quantity 
of  nitric  acid  be  added,  we  have 

Albumen Set  free  ;  coagulable  by  heat. 

Ammonia  ___^^ 

Nitric  acid -—^Nitrate  of  ammonia,  soluble. 

If  a  little  more  nitric  acid  was  added  than  was  sufficient  to  combine  with  the  ammonia, 
we  have 

Albumen -^^  Nitrate  of  albumen  soluble  in  water,  and  uncoagnlable  by  heat. 

Ammonia^,,^^^--^'^^^ 
Nitric  acid^^*^-^,.,^^^^ 
Nitric  acid — ^^  Nitrate  of  ammonia,  soluble. 

If  more  nitric  acid  was  added  than  intellectual  gratification,  but  also   to 

was  sufficient  to  form  the  nitrates  of  furnish,  to  contemplative  minds,  a  rich 

albiunen  and  of  ammonia,  dilute  nitric  fountain     of    religious     instruction." 

acid  became  also  present,  in  which  the  To  render  these  benefits  generally  ac- 

nitrateofalbumen  is  msoluble,  although  cessible,  Dr.  Roget  has  treated  such 

it  is  quite  soluble  in  water.  subjects  only  as  are  adapted  to  every 

From  the  above  we  may  infer  that  class  of  readers  of  either  sex. 

the  quantity  of  albumen  present  in  By    comparing  this  with  the    two 

urine  cannot  be  estimated  to  the  degree  former  editions,  it  will  be  found  to  con- 

of  coagulation  by  heat.  tain  a  ^eat  number  of  valuable  addi- 

tions;  indeed,  the  science  of  physiology 

is  so  extensive,  and  so  many  eminent 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  individuals     have     recently     devoted 

themselves  to  its  cultivation,  that  it  was 

"L»Aateur  se  tueaalonMrcequelelecteur  se     incumbent  on  our   author  to   Jfivc   a 
tue  i  abriger.^'ALEMBBET.  summary  of  all  that  had  been  pre^ously 

..,       jTr^i.f«r-»  •  done  in  this  most  interesting  branch  of 

Anmal  and  Vegetable  ^hy^logy  const-  knowledge,  so  as  to  be  adapted  in  every 

deredmth  rference  to  Natural  ^.  ^         ^  f^  ^^le  present  advanced  state 

logy.    By  R  M    Roget,  Sec    R.S.,  ^f  ^^  ^^j^^^^    ^^  ^^  especiallv 

&c.   &c.      Third  edition,  with  nu-  ^^  ^he  chapters  on  tfee  circulation  and 

merous  additions  and  emendations.  ^^  ^^^  ^J^^^  ^^^^^^^  j^^^.^  ^^^^  ^_ 

This,  one  of  the  best  of  the  Bridgewater  composed.    A  summary  has  been  given 

Treatises,  has  already  reached  the  thiid  of  the  recent  researches  and  theories 

edition — a  proof  of  its  excellence,  and  of   Schleiden    and    of    Schwann    an 

of  the  estimation  in  which  it  is  held  by  vegetable  and  animal  development — of 

the  scientific  world.  Breschet*s  discoveries   respecting  the 

It  is  stated  in  the  preface  that  "the  structure    of   the  skin — of  the  very* 

object  of  this  treatise  is  to  enforce  the  general  presence  of  cilia,  and  of  their 

great  truths  of  Natural  Theology,  by  mode  of  action — of  fossil  infusoria — 

adducing  those  evidences  of  the  power,  of  the  most  recent  inquiries  regarding 

wisdom,  and  goodness  of  God,  which  the  infusoria — Mr.  Moseley's  theory  of 

are  manifested  in  the  livin?  creation."  discoid  shells — ^the  mode  of  formation 

The  author  has  accordinglv  confined  of  the  epiphragma  of  the  helix,  &c. 

himself  to  such  facts  as  afford  evidences  These  are  a  few  of  the  more  interest- 

of  desi^,  and  these  facts  he  has  ar-  ing  additions  with  which  the  present 

ranged  m  a  scientific  form.    "  By  fur-  volumes  abound.     The  recent  micro- 

nishing  those  general  principles,  on  scopical  discoveries   on  the  structure 

which  all  accurate  and  extensive  know-  of   ivory,  and    the  new    views   rela- 

ledge  must  substantially  be  founded,  ting    to    dental    development,    have, 

this  compendium  forms  a  useful  intro-  we  observe,  not    been   passed   unno> 

duction  to  the  study  of  Natural  History,  ticed.      In    short,    we    regard   these 

the  pursuit  of  which  will  be  found  not  volumes  as  valuable,  not  merely  to  the 

only  to  supply  inesdiaustible  sources  of  general  reader,  to  all  classes  of  whom 
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they   are   admirably  adapted,  but  aa  from  an  original  difference  of  tempera- 
conveying  to  the  more  profound  physi-  ment.    According  to  the  reristers,  2032 
ologist  a  very  comprehensive  and  accu-  _,  Jitonr       i      j-irj' 
rati  summary  of  the  present  state  of  males  and  1530  females,  died  of  diseases 

physiological  knowledge.    The  simpli-  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels ;  but  Mr. 

city  of  style,  and  clearness  of  expression,  Farr  remarks,  that  this  is  below  the 

are  such  as  cannot  fail  to  engage  the  true  number  ;  for  though  the  diagnosis 

attention  of  those  who  are  entering  on  ^r^\^^^ i„,i:     i,     i  -j      n 

the  study  of  physiology.     Indeed,^  we  of  these  maladies  ha^  been  considerably 

recommend  these  volumes  with  great  unproved,  the  art  of  auscultation  is  not 

confidence  to  the  notice  of  all  classes  of  generally  diffused.     "  1338  males,  and 

readers,  as  containingmuch  valuable  in-  313  females,  died  of  diseases  of  the 

formation  of  the  most  interesting  kind,  urinary  organs.     The  mortality  of  the 

— ^^  ~  former  from  the  stone  and  gravel  was 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  4  in  100,000  ;  of  the  latter,  0-5.    The 

FHday,  November  13, 1840.  difference  in  the  7  heads  is  exaggerated 

^___  by,  but  it  cannot  be  exclusively  attn- 

"Llcetomnibo.,Ucetetiammihi,dijrnlt«tcm  ^"^d   to,  mechanical  causes."       (Mr. 

Ariia  Mediem  tuerii  ftotesttm  modo  yeaiendiin  Farr,    p.     73.)       Thus,    the    mortality 

publicum  sit,  dicendi  perictilum  non  recuBO."  ^  .  •,  ,  •   i_^  ^' 

CicBRo.  ""^^^  stone  and  gravel  was  eight  times 

—  as  great  among  men  as  among  women  ; 
MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  a  disproportion,  which,  though  great,  is 
WALES.  Jess  than  one  might  have  imagined. 
M  R.  Farr  observes,  in  the  letter  to  the  The  deaths  in  childbirth  and  from 
Registrar-General,  on  which  we  com-  miscarriage  were  about  5  in  1000  cases, 
mented  lasl  week,  that  while  the  mor-  whUc  in  the  previous  year,  1837»  they 
tality  of  men  is  7  per  cent,  higher  than  were  only  4  in  1000. 
that  of  females,  the  liability  of  the  two  The  deaths  of  125  males  and  36 
sexes  to  death  from  particular  diseases  females  are  attributed  to  intemperance, 
is  very  various.  Thus,  in  1838,  This  head  does  not  include  those  who 
hooping-cough  carried  off  4036  males,  died  of  delirittm  tr&nens,  nor  the  mass 
and  5071  females ;  and  consumption  of  diseases  which  are  caused  by  excess, 
destroyed  27,935  males,  and  31,090  but  seems  to  be  limited  to  some  of  the 
females  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  instances  where  the  excess  was  so 
4242  males,  and  only  3430  females,  gross,  as  to  have  become  notorious 
died  of  hydrocephalus ;  and  152  males,  among  the  neighbours  of  its  victims, 
and  only  55  females,  of  diabetes.  Mr.  As  the  chief  instruments  of  intempe- 
Farr  attributes  the  excess  of  mortality  ranee  are  beer,  wine,  spirits,  and  opium, 
from  consumption  among  women  to  Mr.  Farr  gives  the  increase  which  has 
their  in-door  life,  and  the  use  of  stays ;  taken  place  of  late  years  in  the  con- 
but  we  should  have  supposed,  theoreti-  sumption  of  each.  "  The  decennial 
cally,  that  these  causes  would  have  rates  of  increase  were  for  malt,  24; 
been  counterbalanced  in  the  other  sex  wine,  27;  spirits,  39;  opium,  53  per 
by  their  intemperance  and  extreme  cenf  THequantity  of  wane  consumed 
exposure  to  inclement  weather — causes  in  this  kingdom  was,  and  is,  sooiiriously 
which  must  certainly  excite  phthisis  in  small,  as  mathematically  to  demon- 
the  predisposed.  We  are  inclined  to  strate  the  oppressiveness  of  the  duty 
attribute  more  to  the  compression  of  the  levied  on  it ;  and  to  show  with  equal 
thorax  than  to  confinement  within  clearness  how  difficultit  is  for  gentlemen 
doors ;  but  much,  no  doubt,  also  arises  of  £5000  a  year  to  sympathize  with  the 
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domeslic   arrangements    of   those    on  ment     Only  let  this  be  universally 

whom  fortune  has  looked  more  coldly,  established,  and  the  foul  ulcer,  pau- 

The  quantity  of  spirits  used  is  certainly  perism,  must  be  excised.     "To  say  to 

too  great ;  but  the  best  check  on  this  the  poor,  ye  shall  eat  the  bread  of 

will  be  the  reduction  of  light  ^-ines  to  afiliction,  and  drink  the  water  of  afflic- 

one-half  or  one-third  of  their  present  tion,  andi)e-very  miserable  while  here, 

price;  and  we  trust  that  the  war  mania  required  not  so  much  a  stretch  of  heroic 

of  the  French  may  not  deprive  us  of  faculty  in  any  sense,  as  due  toughness 

this  reciprocal  advantage.    The  opium  of  bowels.     If  paupers  are  made  misc- 

entered  for  home    consumption  from  rable,  paupers  will  needs  decline  in 

1820-4  was  19,276  lbs.  annually;  but  multitude.      It  is  a  secret  known  to  all 

from  1834-8  it  was  33,482  lbs.  annually  rat-catchers ;  stop  up  the  granary  cre- 

— a  painful  increase !  vices,  afflict  with  continual  mewing. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  starvation  in  alarm,  and  going-off   of   traps,  your 

1837  were  64  in  number ;  in  1838  they  '  chargeable  labourers'  disappear,  and 

were  123,  exclusive  of  infants  under  cease  from  the'  establishment  •  •  • 

one  year  old.   Some  of  these  were  from  Rats  and  paupers  can  be  abolished  ; 

cold,  others  from  hunger,  many  from  the  human  faculty  was  from  of  old 

both  united.     It  appeared  from  some  adequate  to  grind  them  down,  slowly  or 

correspondence  in  the   newspapers  a  at  once,  and  needed  no  ghost  or  reform 

few  months  ago,  that  the  Poor  Law  ministry  to  teach  it."» 
Conunissioners  do  not  like  these  inves-        "  I  am  not  only  witty  myself,"  says 

tigationsof  Mr.  Parr  into  cases  of  death  Falstaff,    "but  the  cause  of  wit    in 

from  destitution.     In  respectable  Mai-  others;"  and  your  zealous  starvationist, 

thusian  society  you  must  not  mention  not  satisfied  with  "  carrying  out  the 

such  words  as  "  cold,"  hunger,"  "  want  Act,"  as  the  phrase  is,  to  its  full  extent, 

of  the  necessaries  of  life."    They  would  likes  the  same  refusal  of  succour  in  all 

think  you  a  philanthropist,  or  what  not;  quarters;    he  pines  to  see  the   "due 

and  we  should  recommend  the  prudent  toughness  of  bowels "  epidemic ;   and 

to  be  eminently  cautious  in  such  com-  wishes  sympathy  to  be  treated  like  a 

pany.    Addison  tells  a  story  of  a  knot  vagrant,  as  it  is. 
of  country  people,  who  having  got  hold        These  reflections  have  been  suggested 

of  a  copy  of  •*  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man,"  by  the  report  of  an  inquest  which  was 

were  persuaded  that  it  was  a  satire  held  at  Kensington  on   the  27th    of 

especially  written  against  their  village ;  October,  and  the  2d  of  the  present 

and  we  warn  those  whom  it  may  con-  month,  before  Mr.  Wakley,  on  the  body 

cem  that  if  they  utter  such  inflamma-  of  Elizabeth  Friry.     It  is  difficult  to 

tory  words  as  "starvation,"  "misery,"  give,  in  a  moderate  compass,  even  the 

"neglect  of  the  poor,"  or  the  like,  the  main  facts  of  a  case  which  occupies 

Conmiissioners  may  put  in  force  the  more  than  three  columns  in  the  Times 

powers  with  which  they  are  entrusted  of  November  4th ;  but  the  following 

against  those  who  obstruct  the  working  seems  to  be  its  gist.      The  deceased, 

of  the  Act.    On  the  other  hand,  a  con-  who    was   labouring    under    extreme 

venient  doctrine,  to  be  secretly  rather  indigence  and  sickness,  superadded  to 

than  openly  lauded  at  Somerset  House,  the  weight  of  sixty-five  years,  lodged 

has  been  broached  in  the  Kensington  at  the  house  of  a  poor  woman  named 

Union.  It  is,  that  to  shelter  the  house-  -      -      -  — 

less  is  a  crime  punishable  by  imprison-  *  Cariyie*i  Chartism,  p.  i7. 
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Ryan,  at  4,  Pembroke  Place,  Kensing-  corpse ;  it  "  was  little  more  than  bone 

ton,   where  she  had  nothing  but  the  and  integument  all  over." 

boards  to  lie  upon.    The  day  before  ^he  verdict  of  the  jury  was   "  We 

her  death  she  was  seen  by  Mr.  Wright,  find  that  Elizabeth  Friiy  died  from 

a  Union  suigeon ;  and  Ryan  says  she  fever,  brought  on  by  the  want  of  good 

asked  him  "  if  he  would  be  so  kind  as  ^^^  sufficient  nourishment ;  and  that 

to  give  me  an  order  to  get  the  deceased  ^^^  ^J^  cannot  separate  without  ex- 

.  ,     .,           , ,             ^      u-  1.  u  pressing  their  disapprobation  of  the 

into  the  workhouse;  to  which  he  re-  conduct  of  the  reUe^ng  officer  and  of 

plied,  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  as  he  the  surgeon  in  not  being  more  prompt 

was  afraid  Mr.  Madden  would  give  me  in  their  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 

imprisonment  for  keeping  such  a  peraon  deceased;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 

.    *      ,           .-  T         w    I.-     »    xr  jurors  think  it  right  to  express  their 

in  my  house,  if  I  went  to  him."    Very  condemnation  of  a  system  wfach  aUows 

soothing,  truly,  to  the  dying  woman,  the  offices  of  relieving  officer  and  re- 

who  "  heard  Mr.  Wright  speak  about  gistrar  of  deaths  to  be  united  in  and 

imprisonment"    Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  ^eld  by  the  same  person." 

Madden,  the  relieving  officer,  visited  Messrs.  Wright  and  Madden  do  not 

the  house,  and,  when  he  left  it,  Ryan  appear  to  have  committed  any  legal 

"  ran  down  after  him  into  the  road,  and  offence ;  ,and  poor  Friry  had  been  so 

told  him  what  Mr.  Wright  had  said  long  worn  down  by  the  fiercest  extre- 

about  imprisonment,  when  Mr.  Madden  mities  of  want,  that  it  is  unlikely  that 

said  a  prison  was  good  enough  for  me,  the  most  sedulous  kindness  could  have 

as  I  had  no  business  to  keep  such  a  resuscitated  her.     But  it  is  too  clear 

person  as  the  deceased  in  the  house."  that  her  unwillingness   to  apply  for 

This  story  of  the  threat  is  not,  as  might  relief  had  been  produced  by  the  harsh- 

be  supposed,  an  extravagant  fiction  of  ness  wi^  which  such  applications  are 

the  witness  Ryan ;  for  Mr.  Wright  says  now   treated  ;   and  it  is  equally  ob- 

in  his  evidence,  "  I  certainly  did  tell '  vious  that  the  officers  of  the  Kensing- 

Ryan  she  might  get  into  trouble,  and  ton  Union   understand  their  mission 

might  probably  be  sent  to  prison  for  but  too  well.     Lower  the  rates  is  the 

harbouring  deceased.     I  have    often  cry  of  the  economists,  and  nothing  can 

told  persons  so  before,  and  may  again."  be  easier,  if  the  due  misanthropy  be  not 

The  end  of  the  case  was,  that,  on  the  wanting.     The  poor  can   be   ground 

Monday,  about  12,  a  cart  was  procured  down,  as  Thomas  Qarlyle  has  it,  slowly 

to  convey  Elizabeth  Friry  to  the  work-  or  at  once.     Here  is  unquestionably 

house,  but  she  had  been  dead  some  another  case  for  Mr.  Farr^s  gloomy 

minutes.    Mr.  Madden,  who  is  registrar  list 

of  deaths,  as  well  as  relieving  officer.  The  number   of  violent  deaths  is 

entered  it  as  a  case  of  dropsy,  from  Mr.  greater  than  we  could  have  supposed. 

Wright's  information ;  but,  unfavoura-  They  amounted  to  11,727  persons,  of 

ble  rumours  having  been  bruited,  Mr.  whom  8357  were  males,  and  3368  fe- 

Wakley  very  properly  issued  his  war-  males.    More  than  a  thousand  of  these 

rant  for  the  disinterment  of  the  body,  were  suicides.    The  tendency  to  suicide 

The  post-mortem  examination  Was  per-  is  greatest  in  London,    and  least  in 

formedbyMr.Wildbore,  of  Fleet  Street  Wales.    This  is  just  as  it  might  have 

There  was  a  deposit  of  lymph  on  the  been  presupposed.    The  pulses  of  life 

posterior  part  of  the  cerebrum,  and  both  beat  most  equably  in  a  secluded  pro- 

the  dura  and  pia  mater  were  vascular ;  vince,    and    most   feverishly    in    the 

but  the  point  which  struck  him  most  capital  of  the  world  ;   it  is  like  the 

was  the  unparalleled  emaciation  of  the  difference   between    playing    for    six- 
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pences,  and  staking  your  fortune  on  pelas  from  his  prolific  pen,  and  mMC 
Ljh  throw  »  recently  he  has  frequentry  figowd  m  tlic 
eacamrow.  newspapers.  He  was  also  the  author  of 
The  excessive  mortahty  of  dense  ggveral  Croonian  lectures,  and  Hun- 
populations  is  a  well-established  feet,  terian  orations,  as  well  as  of  a  separate 
Mr.  Parr  is  perhaps  too  sanguine  in  work  on  the  "  Disorders  of  Old  Age  and 
hoping  that  this  is  not  inevitable  ,  and  Mea^ne,  0^.1^"^^^-  1^ 
he  observes  that  m  London  itself  there  ^^^^  ^^^^%  Regent ;  he  was  for  many 
is  the  greatest  variety  in  the  healthiness  years  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
of  districts ;  so  that  the  mean  duration  College  of  Surgeons,  and  one  of  the 
of  Ufe  is  from  25  to  30  years  in  the  2<>ard  of  E^iners;  and  twice  filled 
J  *  Af\  ^  B.n  '  41,  the  office  of  President.  He  was  one  or 
eastern,  and   from   40  to   50  in  the  the  curators  of  the  Hunterian  Museum, 

northern  and  western  districts.  and  Professor  of  Anatomy  to  the  Royal 

The  improvements  which  he  suggests  Academy,  an  appointment  which  he 

ire  all  desirable  and  all  practicable,  held  for  sixteen  years.  ^^.  ^  . 
-,  . .  ,  .  ^^,  ♦!,/ ;i:*.  c«  ^r  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Sir  Anthony- 
Better  drainage,  and  the  disuse  of  led  rather  a  bustUng  active  kind  of  life, 
burial  in  towns,  are  among  them;  to  Hehad  the  character,  moreover,  of  being 
which  we  would  add  some  forcible  rather  bigotted  and  tenacious — ^in  the 
restraint  on  -the  cupidity  of  those  College  of  Surgeons  obstinately  sup- 
landlords  who  build  houses  in  such  a  P^I^'t^J^l.llf:^^^^^^ 

•!•   ^    •    ^  ^^x  ^^^  persisting  m  retaining  nis 

style  that  they  are  necessarily  foci  of  gSuation  of  surgeon    to  Westmmstcr 

disease.  Among  the  more  remarkable  Hospit«d  when  all  who  wished  him 
deaths  we- observe  three  from  taking  well  must  have  been  anxious  for  his 
Godfrey's  cordial,  one  from  the  appli-  retirement.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him 
■^  _  ,  '  ^1.  .X  1-  J  by  Shee,  which  represents  the  Knight 
cation  of  calomel  to  cure  the  itch,  and  ^  ^  well-dressed  and  rather  gentleman- 
one  from  sea-sickness.  like  person.  Of  this  we  can  only  say. 
We  now  take  leave  of  Mr.  Parr,  that  if  it  ever  resembled  him  he  had 
giving  him  our  hearty  thanks  for  his  changed  marvelloiwly  before  the  period 

IP    ° .     ,,  A.       »c  _•*•  •  of  our  first  seeing  him. 

efforts  to  ditnise  mformation  on  so  im-  ^ 

—  '  -        -  -    — 

portant  a  subject. ROYAL    MEDICAL    AND    CHIRUR. 

SIR  ANTHONY  CARLISLE.  GICAL  SOCIETY. 

Norember  10th,  1840. 
We  have  this  week  to  record  the  death  of         d^.  Clknd.nnino  in  the  Chair. 

Sir  Anthony  Carhsle,  which  took  place  _^ 

on  the  2d  inst.,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age  The  first  meeting  of  the  present  Session  was 

The  deceased  was  bom  near  Durham,  held  at  the  Society's  Rooms  on  Tuesday 

in   1768,  and  commenced  his  profes-  evening  last.     The  room  was  from  the  com- 

sional  studies  under  the  auspices  of  an  mencement  well  filled  by  ihs  members  of  tha 

uncle  who  practised  at  York.     At  an  Society,  and  the  friends  introduced  by  them, 

early  age  he  was  sent  to  London,  and  In  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  absence 

studied    under    Hunter,    Cruikshank,  of  the  President,  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  the  chsir 

and  Baillie.     In  1793  he  succeeded  to  waa  taken  by  Dr.  Clendinning,  one  of  the 

Mr.  Watson  at  Westminster  Hospital,  vice-presidents,  and  for  the  same  reason,  we 

He  delivered  a  regular  course  of  lee-  presume,  the  business  of  the  society  was  at 

tures  on  surgery  for  many  years,  and  °"**  commenced  without  the  usual  speech, 

contributed  largely  to  the  Philosophical  "^^  f^y  <*5^«^  "f^^  fortnaUty.    After  the 

Transactions  and  other  scientific  works  ;  1?^,"^  °^  *^  *^«*™f  °^  ^^  proceedings  of 

indeed,  his  name  is  to  be  found  more  ^^  ]!^\uJtTi^       ^  session^d  of  a 

frecjuentlv  in  the  medical  and  other  L^h^^^^^rs^o^L^^^^^ 

periodicals   since  the  early  part  of  the  ,        /,  ^,^  ^ead  on  the  Mode  of  Obserl 

present  century,  than  that  of  almost  any  nation  to  be  adopted  in  the  Investigation  of 

other  wnter.     His  love  of  pubhshmg  the   Diseases  of   the  Nervous  System,   by 

did  not  entirely  abandon  him  to  the  Dr.  Marshall  HaU,  of  which  an  abstract  will 

last.     In  this  journal  for  March  8th,  be  given  next  week. 
1828,  will  be  found  a  paper  on  Erysi-        At  the  conclusion  of  the  paper  an  animated 
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discufision  took  place  between  Drs.  Burne,  within  two  miles  of  the  General  Post 
James  Johnson,  Weatherhead,  Addison,  Offices  in  Edinburgh  and  Dublin. 
Manhall  Hall,  and  others,  which  continued  9.  Voting  to  be  by  ballot — voting  paper 
till  the  nsnal  period  for  the  adjournment  of  either  delivered  personally,  or  sent  by  post, 
the  meetings  had  arrived.  enclosed  in  a  declaration  of  vote  direct  to 
On  the  table  there  were  two  specimenB  of  Registrar— Registrar  to  send  a  voting  pa- 
fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  within  the  pcf  and  declaration  to  every  Medical  Prac- 
capsule,  in  both  of  which  there  was  bony  titioner  fourteen  days  before  election. 
union.  A  description  of  one  of  these,  by  '0.  The  twenty  persons  having  a  majo. 
Mr.  Stanley,  was  intended  to  have  been  read,  '"'♦.V  of  votes  to  be  elected— Registrar  to 
but  the  disciKsion  on  Dr.  M.  Hall's  paper  add  up  votes— if  there  be  any  equality  of 
having  occupied  all  the  Society's  time,  the  ^"^^s,  to  ballot  i)oblicly  out  of  the  persons 
reading  of  the  former  waa  postponed  to  the  having  the  equal  votes  so  many  as  may  be 
next  meeting.  required  to  make   up  the   twenty— after 

first  election,   Councils    to  appoint   two 

""'         ""■"  persons  to  superintend  the  election — at  the 

BREVIATE  first,  Secretary  of  State  to  appoint  two. 

opTRs  IL  The  Universities  of  Oxford,  Cam- 

nUAFT  OF  THP    MFniPAT    HTI  T  '>.".^Ke»  a°d  London,  the  College  of  Phy- 

UKAfl   Uh    ktit.  mt.UU. AL  HILL,  giclans  and  of  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries' 

Br  Mb  Ha  web.  Company,  London— the  Universities  of 

Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  St.  Andrew's,  and 

—  Aberdeen,  and  the  College  of  Physicians 

Clause  1.  Preamble.  ^^  ^^   ^"'gj^"?'.  Edinburgh,    and  the 

a.  Interpretation  clause :  "ArtofMedi-  J^«?"'*3^  2f  Physicians,  Glagow-Trinity 

cine"  — ••  Medical  Practitioner"  —  "  Che-  ^o.»ege,  Dublin,  and  the  College  of  Phy- 

mist  and  Druggist."  fi^»*°«.  »°^  of  Surgeons,  and^the  Apo- 
thecaries' Society,  Dublin — each  to  send 

CUnuet  rrferring  to  Ref^Utrar.  one  member  to  their  respective  Councils. 

3.  Secretary  of  State   to  appoint  three  ^  *^-  Registrars  after  the  first  election  of 

Registrars-obe  for  each  kingdom.    Lords  Councils  to  be  appointed  by  the  respective 

of  Treasury  to  fix  salaries  and  expenses  ^<^""cils. 


12  and  13^                 ©          »       •  temporary  disability  of  Regrstrai 

4.  Registrars  to  mnt  certificates  to  H.  Each  Council  to  elect  a  President- 
practise  the  Art  of  afedicine  to  all  persons  *PP^'°^  «  Treasurer-three  Auditors  of 
at  present  legally  entitled  to  practise  Me.  '^^^^^^^-^^^^.^-^^  «*  K"iir«^''"T 
dicine  or  Sufgerj  in  anypart  of  thcKing-  J?  ^^  remuneration  to  each  Member  of 

dom-Regi.trara  to  grint  them  for  the  ^7""'"  ^^^^*''J^  f^^'^^'fv  ,  . 

part  of  the  Kingdom  only  for  which  they  ./^-  ^T\Tr  X!  •'^^^  n^^     ^i  T-^"^ 

are  appointed  to  act.                               ^  "*>^'  T  ^^^  ?'^  *^!  ^^""^^  ^"""'^'l  ""k  "^ 

ure  ai/pviuL<^u  w  «i,i.  present— Meetings  to  be  summoned  thrco 
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6. 


;.  Annual  payment  for  certificate,  which  p 'LfPf'?lu?Jf  ^^^^^^ 

is  to  be  renewed  annually,  and  a  list  of  President  or  three  Members  of  Council- 

thepe«ons  obtaining  a  certificate  to  be  ";L"„'iL '?S"''"*       '^'^  ^           "^  '*" 

published  eyeiy  year    by  the  respective  ^^^  Alimonies  and  fees  to  be  paid  to 

ll^istrars-the  persons  whose  names  ap-  treasurer-out  of  which  all  ezpenVes  are 

pear  in  such  lists  alone  to  have  a  vote  for  ^^  ^     .^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^    ,„^         ^           .^ 

the  rcspcouve  Councils.  ^^^  advancement  of  Medicine  and  Litem- 

.     Ccuneils,  ^"T^'^iJ; 

«*#^        -wui.j-         \,  V  18»  Treasurer  to  pay  money  only  upon 

6.  A  Counal  to  be  elected  m  each  King-  ^^  ^^^      ,,  ^^  y^   ^J^^  CouiciUors  knd 

dom  every  three  years-^twenty  Councillors  ^j^^  Reiristrar. 

for  each.              ,      ^       ,  r>        mi     *  19.  Accounts  to  be  audited  twice  a  year, 

7.  Candidates  for  office  of  Councillor  to  ^^^  ^^  ^  published  in  the  respective  me ' 
be  nominated  by  any  six  persons  entitled  ^j^^j  j.^^^  '^                               * 

to  vote  sending  a  notice  to  the  Registrar  ^   Councils  may  sue  and  be  sued  in 

forty  days  previous  to  eleclion-the  names  ^^             ^^  ^^^^^  lUgistrar. 

of  persons  nominated  to  be  pnnted  in  vot-  ° 

ing  papers,  together  with  the  names  of  the  Senate. 

persons  nominating.  21.  Councils  each  to  select  three  per- 

8.  Election  to  be  held  within  four  miles  sons  every  five  years  to  form  a  Medical 
of   General    Post  Office,    London,   and  Senate. 
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22.  Registrar  or  England  tu  be  Regis- 
trar uf  Senate. 

23.  Senate  to  meet  in  London  once 
every  year  —  expenses  of  members  to  be 
paid  by  the  respective  Councils — special 
meeting  may  be  called,  or  place  of  meeting 
may  be  altered  by  any  two  Councils  or 
Secretary  of  State,  fourteen  days'  notice 
of  such  meeting  to  be  given  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  Senate^Senate  may,  when  once 
met,  adjourn  from  time  to  time  until  dis- 
flulved. 

.  24.  All  questions  coming  before  the 
Senate  to  be  negatived,  unless  a  majority 
of  the  whole  Members  of  Senate  assent 
thereto. 

25.  To  appoint  a  President. 

26.  Mem  bers  of  Senate  may  attend  any 
meeting  of  any  Council  or  any  examina- 
tions. 

27.  Expenses  of  Senote  to  be  paid  in 
equal  portions  by  the  three  Councils. 

28.  Senate  to  make  bye-laws  to  regu- 
late education  of  StudentR,and  tlieexaiiii- 
nations  for  Diploma  of  QualiBcation  to 
practise  Medicine  or  to  carry  on  trade 
of  Chemist  and  Druggist—- bye-laws  to  be 
published  in  London  Gautte — may  be  dis- 
allowed  by  the  Qnecn  in  Council — if  first 
Senate  neglect  to  make  bye^laws  within 
twelve  months,  Secretary  of  State  to  do 
so. 

29.  To  publish  a  Pharmacopceia. 

DUi{uaHfieatiatt, 

30.  No  person  to  4»ructiae  the  Art  of 
Medicine  after  February  I,  1842,  unless 
he  possess  a  certificate  {aee  dame*  4,  32,  ami 
34),  or  carry  on  the  trade  of  Chemist  and 
Druggist  after  December  1,  1842,  without 
.a  license  {tee  clamM  35). 

31.  No  bodies  after  bye-laws  arc  pub- 
lished to  grant  a  DifiJoma,  certifieafe,  or 
license  to  practise  ,the  Art  of  Medicine, 
except  according  to  this  Act. 

Q^a^fie(Uum% 

32.  Council  to  appoint  examiners  annu- 
ally— to  examine  sdbject  to  the  rules  laid 
down  by  the  Senate — Council  to  order 
Diploma  to  be  granted  to  persons  upon 
the  recommendation  of  examiners — persons 
obtaining  Diploma  of  qualification  to 
practise  Medicine,  to  be  entitled  to  obtain 
a  certificate  for  any  part  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  the  same  manner  as  persons  entitled  to 
them  at  time  of  passing  this  Act>-  Persons 
nhtnintng  Diploma  of  Qualification  as 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  to  be  entitled  to 
license. 

33  Medical  men  entering  Army  or  Navy 
to  possess  a  Diploma. 

34.  Persons  practising  as  Dentists  or 
Cup|>ers  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  Act, 
to  have  certificate  to  coutiuue  to  practise 
as  Dentist  or  Cupper. 


Chemists  and  Druggi^u 

35.  Registrars  to  grant  licenses  to  per« 
sons  obtaining  Diploma  of  qualiScatioa 
to  carry  on  Trade  of  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists upon  a  payment  annually — licenses 
to  be  renewed— a  list  of  persons  obtaining 
a  license  to  be  published  in  medical  lists — 
all  persons  at  present  being  Chemists  and 
Druggists  or  assistants,  or  apprentices, 
claiming  the  exemption  within  twelve 
months,  to  obtain  licenses,  and  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  renew  them  annuallj,  an. 
less  they  desire — if  they  renew  them,  their 
names  are  to  be  published  in  the  respective 
medical  lists,  and  not  otherwise. 

Asnstantt  and  Apprentiee$, 

36.  Medical  Practitioners  and  Chemists 
and  Druggists  to  make  declaration  of 
assistants  and  apprentices  in  their  em- 
ploy annually  —  persons  being  assistants 
must  possess  a  certificate  or  licerse,  unless 
they  be  apprentices — Assistants  not  to  re- 
new their  certificate  or  license  uunually. 

Medical  Praetkianers. 

37.  Piiwcrs  and  privileges  of  Physicians, 
Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries,  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Medical  Practitioners  under  this 
Act. 

38.  May  recover  charges  for  professional 
visits  and  consultations. 

39.  Medical  Practitioners  and  Chemists 
and  Druggists  to  be  exempt  from  serving 
on  juries  and  other  offices. 

PenaUier, 

40.  On  Registrar,  or  his  deputy,  for 
vviirully  neglecting  or  refusing  to  discbarge 
dutit;s  imposed  upon  theui  hy  this  Act. 

41.  For  illegally  obtaining  or  attempt- 
ing to  obtain  a  Diploma,  certificate,  or 
license. 

42.  F(»r  maicing  a  false  declaration. 

43.  For  practising  Medicine  without  a 
certificate,  or  trading  as  a  Chemist  and 
Druggist  without  a  license. 

44.  For  employing  or  acting  as  an  as- 
sistant without  being  qualified,  or  for  ne- 
glecting  to  make  a  declaration  of  assistants 
and  apprentices. 

-  45.  PeiAlties  to  be  recovered  before  one 
magistrate  in  London,  or  jtwo  elsewhere. 

46.  If  penalty  not  paid,  magistrate  to 
commit  to  prison— one  half  of  pecuniary 
penalties  recovered  to  go  to  informer,  the 
remainder  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Council 
where  offence  committed. 

47.  Persons  convicted  may  appeal  to 
Quarter  Sessions. 

48.  If  any  day  fall  on  Sunday,  business 
to  be  transacted  on  the  following  day. 

49.  Act  may  be  amended  during  Ses- 
sion. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 
Bachelorship  in  Medicine. 

SKCOND    EXAMIISATION.  —  PASS   BXAMINA- 
TIOK.— 1840. 

Monday,  November  9.— Morning  10  to  1. 
Examiner^  Dr.  Rooet. 

1.  What  are  the  |>ecQHaritie8  in  the  cir- 
euliitiun  through  the  Liver ;  what  pur- 
poses iu  the  economy  are  served  by  that 
organ ;  and  what  are  the  structures  which 
perform  similar  edifices  in  invertebrate 
animals  ? 

2.  Specify  the  principal  anatomical 
differences  between  the  structure  of  Man 
and  that  of  the  Quadrumana. 

3.  Explain  why  the  lungs  collapse,  on 
nu  opening  being  made  in  the  parietes  of 
the  thorax. 

4.  Describe  the  conditions  of  the  eye 
producing  Myopic  and  Presbyopic  vision ; 
state  the  optical  causes  of  the  indistinct- 
iifss  of  vision  under  those  conditions ;  and 
explain  the  optical  principles  on  which 
these  defects  may  be  artificially  remedied. 

5.  Explain,  on  mechanical  principles, 
the  advantages  derived  from  the  tubular 
form  of  cylindrical  bones. 

6.  Describe  the  mechanism  of  respira- 
tion in  Fishes ;  and  assign  the  reason  of 
their  dying  when  placed  in  atmospheric 
air. 

7.  What  purposes  are  answered  by  the 
Eustachian  tube;  and  why  is  deafness 
consequent  on  its  obstruction  ? 

a  Describe  the  progressive  changes 
which  occur  in  the  organs  of  circulation  of 
the  Frog,  during  its  transition  from  the 
Tapdole  to  the  adult  state. 

9.  Dcj^cribc  the  peculiarities  of  struc- 
ture in  the  skull  and  hemes  of  the  face  of 
the  carnivorous  family  of  Mammalia,  as 
contrasted    with  those    of    Herbivorous 

tribes. 

Afternoon,  S  to  0. 

CELSVS  DB  EB  HBDICA. 

EramifMrs,  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Watson. 
Various  quotations  from  different  Books 
of  Celsus. 


Tuesdsy,  November  «.— Morning,  10  to  1. 

SURGBKY. 

Kiaminen,  Mr.  Bacot  &  Sir  S.  Hammice. 

1.  Give  the  classification  of  Wounds 
arising  from  external  violence ;  their  na- 
ture, symptoms,  and  treatment 

2.  Describe  the  symptoms  and  treat- 
mrnt  of  both  idiopathic  and  symptomatic 
ErvMpelas;  and  state  in  what  cases,  and 
unrler  what  circumsUnces  of  external  in- 
jury, Erysipelas  most  commonly  occurs. 

3  Detail  the  symptoms  of  a  sirangu- 
laiccl  Inguinal  Hernia-Jhe  niethodb  v«u 
would  employ  i'or  us  itducHyu,  uud   if 


they  were  nnsuccessfnlyat  what  period  and 
under  what  circumstances  would  voo  pro- 
ceed  to  the  operation ; — describe  toe  mode 
of  operating,  and  give  the  subsequent  ma- 
nagement of  the  patient,  according  to  the 
various  conditions  of  the  contenU  of  the 
Hernial  Sac. 

4.  Enumerate  the  diflerant  dislocations 
of  the  Hip  Joint ;  the  mode  of  detection^ 
and  the  manner  of  reduction  of  each  le- 
spectively. 

4.  For  what  Injuries  or  Diseases  would 
you  amputate  at  the  Shoulder  Joints 
Describe  the  operation  and  after-treat- 
ment. 

Afternoon,  S  to  6. 

medicine. 
^minen.  Dr.  Billing  and  Dr.  Watson. 

1.  How  do  we  judge  of  the  propriety— 
and  of  the  requisite  amount— of  Blood- 
letting, in  inflammations  ? 

2.  What  are  the  progressive  symptoms, 
morbid  appearances^  and  treatment  of 
Pertussis?  State  particularly  the  syipp- 
toms  which  would  indicate  the  necessity 
for  blood-letting. 

3.  State  the  usual  causes  of  Diarrhoea, 
how  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  dysen- 
tery, and  the  treatment  under  different 
drcumstanoes. 

4.  Describe  the  symptoms  and  usual 
course  of  measles,  the  varieties  of  the  dis- 
ease,  the  chief  sources  of  danger,  and  the 
treatment. 

5.  What  parti  are  most  commonly  the 
seat  of  Neuralgia  ?  give  an  outline  of  the 

treatment.  .    ,     „ 

6.  Describe  the  svmptoms,  and  ordinary 

course  and  treatment  of  Hrynpelat  of  the 

Head  and  Face.  .  ^  .  n* 

7.  What  are  the  signs  of  JMlirium  Tre- 
mens}  How  is  it  distinguishable  fW)m 
Pkrenitii }  Lay  down  the  methods  of  cure 
respectively  suitable  to  these  two  diseases. 

8.  Emphif»ema  of  the  Luii^#.— State  fully, 

(I.)  Its  anatomical  characters. 

(2.)  Its  cfftcts  (when  extensive),  in 
modifying  the  shape  of  the  Thorax. 

(3.)  Its  ausculUtory  signs. 

(4.)  Its  general  symptoms. 

(6.)  The  means  by  which  these  may 
best  be  relieved. 

9.  Describe  ^.  ,    . 
(|.>  The  symptoms  which  denote 

that  a  calculus  is  descending  from  the 

kidi^ey  towards  the  bladder. 

(2.)  The  symptoms  which  warrant 
the  belief  that  the  calculus  has  re- 
cently entered  the  bladder- 

(3.)  The  indications  of  treatment 
in  either  case,  and  the  meaUs  of  ful- 

filling  them.  .     , 

10.  What  are  the  svmptoms,  anatoniicai 

characicrs.  and  proper  trealmeiit  of  Pen- 
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Wednefday,  KoTcmber  4.f-Moraing,  10  to  1.  Poor  Law  Couumsaonen,  the  Oaiirdians  of 

MiDWiPBRY.  ^  respective  Unions  have  issued,  or  will 

issue,  circulars  to  some  or  all  of  the  medical 

Eiaminer^  Dr.  Locock.  practitioners  in  such  Unions,  ofTering  to  con- 

l.  The   anatoipical    relations   between  tract  with  them  to  vaccinate  all  persona  who 

the  mother  and  the  foetus,  in  the  Human  may  apply  to  them,  on  terms  very  inadequate 

su bj ect .  to  the  importance  of  Hno  duty  imposed.    Such 

i  The  changes  which  take  place  in  the  circulars  have  been  variously  received  in  dif- 

Human   Ovaries  from  impregnation  and  ferent   Unions.     In  some  Unions  persons 

during  meoslruation. .  have  been  found  imprudent  or  mean  enough 

3.  The  causes  of  protracted  Laliour.  at  once  to  accept  the  proffered  insult :  in 

4.  The  varieties  of  Puerperal  Convul-  gome  the  contemptible  offer  haa been  rejected 
sions,  and  their  several  treatment.  with  disdain.     Some  practitioners  have  de- 

a.  The     pathology     of      Phlegmasia  manded  a  larger  remuneration,  while  othera 

dolens.  have  considered  tiie  extension  of  the  contract 

6.  The  symptoms  and  treatment  of  Ex-  ^  others  than  paupers  a  work  of  superero* 
haustion  from  hemorrhage.  gation,  and  have  treated  it  with  silent  con. 

7.  The  immediate  and  remote  causes  of  ignipt.  As  practitioners  have  almost  uni- 
Infaulile  Con? uUions.  versally  vaccinated  the  poor  gratuitously,  the 

Afternoon  S  to  6.  general  dislike  of  the  profession  to  the  con- 

ic  iiKDiciif  E  *™'^'  arises  less  from  the  amount  of  rcmu- 

^^^^  •  '  neration  offered  for  the  vaccination  of  the 

Examinen,  Prof.  Daniell,  Dr.  Locock,  p^^^  ^1^^  gp^m  ^he  extension  of  the  contract 

and  BIr.  Pbbeira.  ^  ^  daggcs  in  society ;    thereby  depriving 

1.  How  would  yon  distingaish,  in  the  the  contractor  of  his  honest  right  to  claim 

case  of  a  person  found  hung,  whether  the  from  the  more  opulent  a  just  reward  for  his 

suspension  was  before  or  after  death  ?  services.     The  latter  objection  to  the  con- 

3.  Bv  what  symptoms  Would  you  dis-  tract  has  been  entirely  removed  to  the  satis- 

tinguisb   a  case  of    poisoning  by  Opium  fection  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the 

from  one  of  Apoplexy  ?  Croydon  Union,  by  alterations  in  the  con. 

3.  In  what  cases  of  poisoning  is  artifi-  tract,  which  alterations  have  been  sanctioned 
cial  respiration  a  remedial  agent ;   aiid  y^y  the  Commissioners. 

what  is  the  simplest  and  easiest  method  xhe  most  important  alteration  consists  in 

of  effecting  it  ?  declaring  the  remuneration  to  be  for  report- 

4.  What  are  the  impediments  to  the  ,„^  ^^y^  leavmg  unaltered  the  right  of  the 
action  and  the  fallacies  of  Marsh's  test  for  profession  to  claun  from  their  patients  the 
arsenious  acid ;  and  how  would  you  oh-  ^^^^  f^  ^^  ^^  operation ;   thus    makmg 

^'*^®)iJ®™-  ..  t.  .  J  the  allowance  by  the  Guardians  an  addition  to, 

5.  What  are  the  substances  used  as  ^^^^  ^^^  a  substitution  for,  their  former 
hair  dyes  5  and  how  would  you  distinguish  ^^^emtion,  and  requiring  for  such  addi- 
stained  from  natural  hair  ?  <.„^  ^.^„^^„  tL  v^  ^«ii 

6.  ThecausesofSterility-whichrcme-  *'''S J^/"  *^  ^  "J*^".  „     .    ,, 
diable  and  which  not                                           ^^°"^*^  ^"^^ * *^*^^  ^  generaUy  adopted, 
diabie.  ana  wtticn  not.  ^  medical  profession  will,    I   trust,   co- 

7.  The  most  frequent  causes  of  deatli  .      .*t  ^    /-,        •    .  •    i.  •    • 
from  Malpraxi,  during  the  act  of  parturi-  ^P«™*^  V^^^^  Commissioners  m  bnngmg 
Uon-and  the  distinction  between  natural  *?  ™*«"*y  that  national  blessing   winch  (to 
appearances  and  the  effecU  of  violence  as  ^«  »»°»o'»'^  ?f.  *Jl^  profession  be  it  said)  they 
discovered  after  death.  ^^®  «*^^  birth— tiie  extermination,  or,  at 

8.  The diagnosisof  Mania— Melancholia  "^y  ^^*  tiie  mitigation  of  a  Imthsome  dis- 
— Monomania-Dementia— and  Idiotism.  «««»  attended  annually    m    Englsnd    and 

Wales  alone  by  a  sacrifice  of  12,000  lives, 
-^*~"~'~~~~~-^— — ~~—     and  by  the  suffering  of  36,000  from  its 
VACCINATION  CONTRACT.  effects. 

^^^  The  same  concession  made  by  the  Com- 

missioners to  the  Croydon  Union,  will,   I 
T\>  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,        have  no  doubt,  be  extended  to  other  Unions, 
Sir,  if  the  practitioners  in  the  respective  Unions 

I  TRUST  the  importance  of  the  following  hi  a  body  churn  it.  To  give  at  length  my 
subject  to  the  medical  profession  and  the  correspondence  with  the  Guardians  would 
public  will  obtain  for  it  a  place  in  the  next  encroach  too  much  on  the  pages  of  this 
number  of  your  valuable  journal. — I  am,  sir,  journal.  I  therefore  briefly  state  that  (the 
Yours  very  respectfully.  Guardians  having  requested  me  to  make  such 

George  Dritmmgno.        alterations  in  the  contract  as  would  remove 
Croydon,  Nov.  4, 1840.  ^^  objections  of  which  I  had  complained,) 

I  sent  them  an  altered  contract,  of  which  the 
In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the    following  is  an  abstract : — 
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It  18  Iwreby  agreed,  and  the  aald  (circular.) 
doth  contract  with  the  said                      that  ^        ,  «    .  .     ^-. 
ftom  «>d  after  the               day  of  ^^o^uS^iTym*' 
he  will  Tacdnate  all  persona  who  shall  apply  ^'^>                                         ' 
to  him,  at  any  reaaonable  hour  of  the  day,  at  In  consequence  of  the  great  number  of  caaea 
hia  own  residence^  and  do  and  perform  all  of  death  from  amaU-pox  in  the  metropolis,  I 
other  acta  and  thinga,  aa  shall  be  necessary  am  directed  by  the  Registrar   General  to 
for  the  immediate  purpose  of  causing  such  recommend  that  in  erery  case  of  death  from 
▼accination  to  be  suooeasfully  terminated.  smaU-poz    registered    by   you,    you    shall 
And  that  he  will  keep  books,  give  certificates,  inquire  whether  the  individual  who  has  died 
and  report  smaU-poz  cases.     And  for  the  had  previously  had  amall-pox,  or  been  vac- 
above-described  reporting,  the  said  Guardians  dnated,  or  not — and  if  informed  on  that 
agree  to  pay  to  the  said                     the  sum  point,  shall  insert  in  the  column  of  your 
of                      for  every  caae  of  vaccination,  register  headed  **  Cause  of  Death,"  under 
which  shall  have   terminated    suocessfiilly,  the  words  **  small-poz,"  the  following  ad- 
having  been  conducted  and  reported  by  the  ditional  words  :  "  after  natural  smaU-poz," 
said                        according  to  the  terms  of  —"after  small-pox  by  inoculation," — *' after 
this   contract.     And    it    is   hereby  Airther  vaccination,"    or    "  without  previous  vac- 
agreed,  that  (aa  the  above  remuneration  by  cination,"  as  the  case  may  be. — I  am,  sir, 
the  said  Guardians  is  for  reporting  only),  this  '  Your  obedient  servant, 
contract  is  not  to  be  construed  in  anywise  to  Tbos.  Mann, 
alter  or  interfere  with  the  payment  by  those  Chief  Clerk. 

who  can  afford  it,  of  such  fee  for  vaccination,  ~ 

aa  waa  customary  before  this  contract  was  CORNWALL  MEDICAL  ASSO- 

n»d«-  CIATION. 

Twenty-eight  days'  notice,  by  either  party,  

to  put  an  end  to  the  contract.  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^  ^^^  j^^^.^^  g^^^^^ 

In  witness  whereof,  &c.  &c.  ^ 

Sib, 

The  Guardians  having  obtained  the  sane-  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you 

tion  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  above  con-  a  printed  copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  the 

tract,  have  now  adopted  it ;  and  although  the  fiAt  meeting  of  the  Cornwall  Medical  Asao- 

remuneration    for    reporting    is    only    one  ciation.    I  ^all  feel  obliged  if  you  can  get 

shilling  and  sixpence  per  case,  most  of  the  them  inserted  in  your  valuable  journal, 

medical   practitioners    in    the  Union  have  I  am,  sir, 

accepted  the  appointment  of  vaccinators.  ,    Your  obedient  servant. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  NankiveU,  in  the  last  J.  H.  Nankivbll,  Sec.  of  C.M.A. 

number  of  the  Lancet  reflects  great  credit  on  gt.  Columb,  Nov.  5, 1840. 

the  professional  consistenrr  of  Ae  mescal  ^^  ^  ^           of  medical  practitioners  held 

practitioner  of  St  Columb;    an^  ^  ^^   ^^  H^^l    ^^   Columb,  on 

fully  submit  tiiat  the  adoption  of  the  above  ^  ^^  ^^^   j         ^  J^ 

contract  m  that  Umon  would   accord  with  ;„*»,«  «k-,-r 

the  intentions  of  the  guardians,  arid  the  con-  '^^'  "*  ™®  *^°^' 

sistency  of  the  practitioners.  J*  «^«  unanimotaly  resolved-^ 

1.  That  this  meetmg  do  constitute  itself 

"                                                   — —  jjj^  ^  society,  to  be  called  the  "  Cornwall 

DEATHS  FROM  SMALL-POX.  Medical  Association,"  havmg  for  its  object, 

_^_^  by  the  individual  and  united  efforts  of  its 

members,  the  maintenance  of  such  princi- 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  p^^  ^f  nicdical  reform  as  shall  conduce  to 

gjj^  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  the  general 

I  BEO  to'enclose  the  copy  of  a  cireuUr  sent  ^^*?^5^J  profession. 

to  5^  reSS^  by  thi^Registrar  Generel.  2.  That  the  following  are  the  prmaplesof 

If  vTuXuld  deei  it  pr^  to  caU  the  ^^^  "^^"^  '^^'^,  «*  ^P~^f,^,^  ^ 

ittTtion  of  medical  pracdtioWs  to  the  sub-  ^^,.^^^^^2  '' "  ^K  ii  T^  ."LMf 

i^  and  to  request  ihem  to  investigate  the  V^^  practitioners  sh^  form  *  fi^^of 

jBCT,  wiow™!                                6  medicine,  who  shall  elect  a  senate  for  each 

pomtB  referred  to,  it  could  not  fad  to  do  '                    Kingdom.     That  these 

good        TTie   medical    man  m    attendance  ^i^^^'besubjecttoTdie  same  laws  and 

Zt^itin^TJ^:^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^ons    and  sillfe™  by-laws  ^^ 

common  inform'ant  could  give  the  registrar.  ^^Xtemt^ro^SireK  L^Si 

YourTbeSi'cInt  servant,  corporations  shall  be  ^^^^'V^^ 

-iVit.iAi^  pAnn  the  formation  of  the  first  senate.     lHat  au 

Nov.  7th,  1840.              WILLIAM  UAWi.  ^^^^  fo^  degTCCs  m  medidne  shall  be 


300  MEDICAL  CORONERS. 

publicly  examined  by  a   board   elected   as  pies  of  reform,  as  set  forth  in  the  teoond 

the  senate  shall  suggest.     That  a  high  medi-  resolution,  and  as  well  humbly  praying  that 

cal   qualification   shall  be   demanded  from  parliament  will  take  into  consideratioB  die 

candidates,  who  shall  receive  equal  rights,  propriety  of   establishing  an  equable   asid 

titles,  and  privileges;   and  that   a  register  uniform  system  by  wUdi  medical  precti- 

shall  be  kept  of  the  names  of  the  members  tioners  shall  be  remunerated  9»  oonliBCton 

of  the  faculty  ;  and  that  no  one  whose  name  with  Poor-lew  GkiardiBns,  shall  be  prepared 

does  not  appear  on  the  register  shall  be  en-  and  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Aasocia- 

titled  to  practise.     That  no  member  shall  tion,  (or  the  president  on  their  behalf,)  said 

sell  drugs,  or  compound  medidnes,  (unless  that  the    county  members  be   lespeotfally 

prescribed  by  himself,  or  others  in  consuHa-  requested  to  present  the  same  in  Hae  ap- 

tion  with  hun,  and  for  his  own  patients,)  proaching  session, 
except  by  special  license.  8.  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  pasaed 

3.  Hiat  committees  shall  be  formed  ofthe  at  this  meeting,  shall  be  printed  and  for- 
members  of  this  Association,  residing  in  the  warded  to  every  member  of  the  profession  in 
towns  or  parishes  comprised  in  any  Union ;  the  county,  with  the  object  of  fonning  as 
and  that  it  shall  be  a  by-law, — ^lliat  no  extensive  an  Association  as  possible, 
member  of  this  Association  wiU  offer  his  9.  That  Mr.  NankiveU  be  appointed 
services  to  any  public  institujtion,  (under  the  secretary,  {pro  tempore,)  and  Mr.  Moor- 
Poor  Law  Act,)  without  previously  taking  man,  treasurer,  (pro  tempore,)  and  that 
the  sense  of  the  members  of  the  committee  the  first  subscriptions  shall  be  paid  into  the 
as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  to  be  hands  of  the  treasurer,  at  the  ensuing  meet- 
required  for  such  services.     Also, — ^Tluitthe  ing  at  Bodmin. 

members  of  each  committee  shall  meet,  on  . 

the  second  Monday  of  cvenr  March,  at  the  MEDICAL  CORONERS. 

town  or  place  in  which  the  Poor  Law  Union 

is  centred,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to 

each  other  the  subject  of  any  medical  con-         ^  'A«  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oaiette, 

tract  which  may  be  proposed ;  and  that  no  Sir, 

member  of  the  profession  who  may  allow  May  I  direct  your  attention  to  a  rather 

himself  to  be  introduced  into    any  neigh-  singular  statement  made  in  to-day's  Times 

bourhood,  by  Poor  Law  Commissiouers,   or  in  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  coroners 

otherwise  hav:ng    the   management  of  the  for  Middlesex.     The   magistrates  reported 

poor,  hi  opposition  to  any  resolutions  adopted  that  Mr.  Wakley's  charge  "for  attendmg 

by  this  society,  in  either  of  its  divisions,  107   inquests  amounted  to  jf74.  8s.  6d., 

shall  be  deemed  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  while  Mr.  Baker's  charge  for  holding  88 

Cornwall  Medical  Association;   or  counte-  inquests  amounted  to  if  121.  14s.  fid. ;  befaig 

nanced  in    any  way,   professional  or  other-  an  average,  in  the  case  of  the  former  cortmer, 

wise,  by  any  member  of  this  society.  of  13s.  lid.  per  inquest,  whilst  m  tiie  latter 

4.  That  the  members  of  this  Association  it  was  £l.  10s.  5d."  On  an  explanation  of 
riiall  meet  twice  in  each  year  for  the  general  this  difference  being  requested,  it  was  stated 
interest  of  the  profession,  vis.  on  the  first  that  the  heavier  charges  of  Mr.  Baker  arose 
Monday  in  every  March,  and  on  the  first  from  the  number  of  post-mortem  examina- 
Monday  in  every  September ;  .the  next  meet-  tions  he  had  ordered.  Not  having  former 
ing  to  be  held  at  Bodmin,  when  and  where  accounts  before  me  I  cannot  say  whether 
the  succeeding  place  of  meeting  will  be  fixed  this  discrepancy  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
on.  two  functionaries  in  tfais  instance  is  soddental 

5.  That  each  member  shall  subscribe  or  not.  If  not,  and  the  greater  frequency  of 
annually  the  sum  of  £\,  for  the  purpose  of  post-mortems  dkected  by  Mr.  Baker  is  the 
defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  true  explanation  of  the  difference,  I  must 
society,  and  the  foundation  of  a  medical  say  medical  men  have  litjOe  cause  to  con- 
library :  and  that  another  object  of  the  gratnbite  themselves  for  the  trouble  they  took 
society  shall  be  the  discussion  of  medical  and  in  securing  the  election  of  a  medical  candi- 
othcr  scientific  subjects,  at  the  periodical  date.  Not  that  I  would  wish  to  see  the 
meetings.  interests  of  my  profession  preferred  to  tiiose 

6.  That  at  the  next  meeting  a  proposition  of  the  public  at  Urge  (although  this  same 
shall  be  brought  forward  to  consider  the  public  uses  us  strangely  enough  sometimes), 
propriety  of  uniting  this  association  with  the  but  I  beUeve  that  the  true  intereste  of  the 
"  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa-  community,  as  certainly  the  progren  of 
tion:  and  also  of  establishing  a  benefit  fond  science,  would  be  (seeing  that  we  have  no 
for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of  public  officer  properly  educated  and  tramed 
deceased  surgeons,  or  members  of  the  pro-  for  the  prosecution  of  inquiries  in  medical 
fcssion  in  cases  of  diitrcbs.  jurisprudence)  most  ndvmiced  by  post-mor- 

7.  That  a  petition,  embracing  the  princi-  tern  cxaininatiouii  being  inbtituted  in  every 
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case  of  sudden  death,  and  indeed  under  all  We  are  therefore  pleased  to  direct,  that  from 

circumstances  in  which  a  coroner's  interpo-  and  after  the  date  of  this  our  warrant,  all 

flition  can  be  necessary.     But  it  will  be  said  former  rules  and  orders  respecting  the  titles, 

that  I  am  labouring  under  error,  and  that  we  ranks,  periods  of   service,  and  pay  of  the 

here  see  one  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  medical  officers  of  our  army,  shall  cease  and 

the  boasted  panacea  for  the  evils  of  that  determine,  and  that  this  our  warrant  shall, 

clnmsy  and  antiquated  contrivance,  the  coro-  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  October,  1840, 

ner's  court.     Is  not  the  diminished  number  be  considered  the  sole  and  standing  authority 

of  inspectiona  a  natural  result  of  the  medical  upon  the  subject. 

acumen  now  brought  into  play  by  the  new  1.  The  medical  officers  of  the  army  are  in 
coroner  ?     Do  not  his  acquirements  enable  future  to  b^e  distinguished  by  the  following 
him  to  decide  when  such  an  examination  is  ranks  and  .  communions,    viz. : — Assistant 
necessary,  and  when  not,  while  poor  Mr.  surgeon,  regimental  surgeon,  and  staff  sur- 
Baker  is  obliged  to  rely  upon,  and  take  this  geon,  2d  class ;  staff  surgeon,  1st  class  ;  de- 
means of  obtaining,  the  opinions  of  others  ?  puty  inspector  general  of  hospitals  ;  inspec- 
But,  sir,  who  are  those  others  ?  They  are  the  tor  general  of  hospitals, 
mediical  witnesses,  the  'legitimate  sources  of  2.  Assistant  Surgbon. — No    medical 
the  opinions  which  ought  to  influence  the  candidate  who  lias  not  passed  his  examinations 
jury,  and  I  consider  it  an  intrusion  upon  the  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London, 
part  of  the  coroner,  when  he  permits  his  Edinburgh,  or  Dublin,  shall  be  eligible  for 
own  opinions  to  interfere  with  the  full  de-  this  commission,  and  the  assistant-surgeon 
velopment  and  expression  of  those  of  such  must  have  served  on  full-pay  five  years  be- 
witnesses.     The  case  would  be  different  if  fore  he  shall  be  elegible  for  promotion  to  the 
the  coroner  were  a  medical  man,  exclusively  rank  of  r^mental  surgeon,  or  of  staff  sur- 
devoted    to    this    description    of    inquiry,  geon  of  the  second  class. 
although  he  would  be  even  then  much  more  3.  Regimental  surgeons  and  staff  surgeons 
properly  employed  as  an  official  witness  than  of  the  second  class  must  have  served  ten 
as  a  coroner,  who,  being  in  fact  a  judge,  years  in  the  army  on  full  pay  before  they 
should  content  himself  with  laying  the  facts  shall  be  eligible  for  the  next  step  of  rank, 
distinctly  before  the  jury.     I  believe  the  4.  A  staSf  surgeon  of  the  first  class  must 
race  of  Admirable  Crichtons  is  extinct,  and  I  have  served  three  years  at  home,  or  two 
cannot  see  how  the  numerous  employments,  years  abroad,  in  this  rank,  before  hs  shall  be 
political,  editorial,  and  otherwise,  allow  Mr.  eligible  for  promotion. 
Wakley  time  for  that  study  and  attention  to  5.  A  deputy  inspector-general  of.hospi- 
the  subject  of  medical  jurisprudence,  which  tals  must  have  served  five  years  at  home,  or 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  due  three  years  abroad,  in  this  rank,  before  he 
fulfilment  of  the  dictatorial  part  he  seems  so  shall  be  eligible  for  promotion  to  the  highest 
desirous  of  enacting. — I  am,  sir,  rank  of  inspector-general. 

Your  obedient  servant,  6.  The  rates  of  daily  pay  for  the  before- 

JoHN  Chatto.  mentioned  ranks  are  to  be  in  future  regu- 

Leigh  St.,  Burton  Crescent,  lated  by  the  length  of  time  which  the  officers 

Uct.  SOth,  IWO.  ^f  gggj^  g^gg  gjjjjj  jj^^g  served  upon  full-pay 

[We  cannot  help  thinking    that  letters  according  to  the  annexed  scale ;  provided 

such  as  the  above  ought  in  the  first  instance  always,  that  when  any  officer  is  hereafter 

at  all  events  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Wakley. —  promoted,    he  shall  commence    upon  the 

Ed.  Gaz,]  minimum  pay  of  his  new  rank,  notwith- 

-  standing  his  length  of  service,  agreeable  to 

mrAnnAKT  the  said  scale,  may  have  given  liim  a  claim 

w  AKttAi^  1  ^  ^  y^^^^  j^^  ^^  p^y^  ^  y^f^^  Yie  shall  be 

REGULATING  THB  APPOINTMENTS  AND  PAY  gUowed  such  higher  lutc  of  pay  hc  will  be 

of  army  medical  officers.  required  to  serve  on  each  inferior  rate  of  pay 

attached  to  his  rank  the  following  period — 

Victoria  R-— Whereas  it  has  been  repre-  vis.  one  year,  if  he  had  been  in  the  medical 

lented  unto  us,  that  the  rank  of  assistant  in-  department  antecedently  to  the  29th  of  July, 


spector  of  hospitals  can  be  dispensed  with  ;     1830,  and  two  years  if  he  received  his  first 
and  that  with  a  view  to  extend  the  means  of    medical  commission    subsequently  to  tiiat 


t  llMin  V»      mrnm    SUrgeODS,       -.—- -     .. , ^ 

and  pay,  correspond  and  be  on  a  footing  with  upon  that  rate  of  pay  which  may  be  next 
the  Torimental  surgeons,  and  at  the  same  above  his  former  pay,  and  before  he  obtams 
time  to  unprove  the  pay  and  advantages  of  .  any  further  increase  shall  serve  the  period 
the  first  or  superior  ckiss  of  staff  surgeons,     above  prescribed,  viz. :— 
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RANKS. 


AssiBtant  Surgeon 

Regimental  Surgeon  and  Staff  Surgeon, 

2d  class 

Staff  Surgeon,  latclan 

Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals 
Inspector-General  of  Hospitals     .     . 


Rates  of  Daily  Fay  subject  to  the  aboye  ProvisioDS.1 


Alter  25 
years'  actu- 
al service. 

After  20, 

butuuderas, 

actual  ser- 

vice. 

After  10,  but 
under  20,  ac- 
tttal  service. 

Under  10 
years'  actu- 
al service. 

£.    B.    d. 
0  10     0 

jff.    «.     d, 
0  10     0 

£.   «.     d, 

0  10     0 

jff.   a.     d. 
0     7     6 

1     2     0 

0  19     0 

0  15     0 

0  13    0 

1     4     0 

1     2     0 

0  19     0 

..» 

1  10     0 

1     8     0 

1     4     0 

m.^ 

2     0     0 

I  18     0 

1  16    0 

"— 

7.  In  addition  to  the  pay  of  their  ranks, 
the  officers  at  the  head  of  the  medical  de- 
partment on  foreign  stations  shall  receive 
allowances  at  the  undermentioned  rates  when 
serving  under  the  following  circumstances, 
viz. : — 

If  with  an  army  in  the  field  of  1 0,000  men 
or  upwards 208.  a  day. 

Ditto.     .     .     .     5,000  ditto  15s. 

Ditto.    .     .     any  less  number  IDs. 

If  serving  in  a  colony  where  the 
force  consists  of  1,500  men, 
or  upwards 58. 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  Windsor,  this  14th 
day  of  October,  1840,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
our  reign.-— By  Her  Majesty's  command, 

T.  B.  Macaulay. 

POISONING  WITH  ARSENIC  AND 
ANTIMONY. 

BXPBBIMENTS  BY  M.  ORFILA. 


M.  Orfila  commenced  his  experiments  in 
one  of  the  amphitheatres  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  before  a  special  commission  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  a  numerous 
audience.  The  professor  made  a  number  of 
experiments  on  poisoning  by  arsenical  add 
and  tartar  emetic,  and,  by  the  programme 
which  he  distributed,  undertook  to  prove  — 

1.  lliat  arsenical  acid  and  tartar  emetic 
introduced  into  the  alimentary  canal,  or 
placed  on  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue, 
are  absorbed,  mingled  with  the  blood,  and 
carried  through  all  the  oi^ans  of  the  animal 
economy. 

2.  That  they  remain  for  a  certain  time  in 
tiie  viscera  and  muscles,  where  their  presence 
is  demonstrated ;  but  that,  from  the  time  of 
the  poisoning,  a  part  of  the  portion  which  is 
absorbed  leaves  tiiese  tissues,  and  is  elimi- 
nated by  the  urinal  process. 

3.  That  this  elimination,  which  is  much 
more  rapid  in  case  of  tartar  emetic  than  of 
arsenical  acid,  continues  during  several  days, 
until  the  tissues  in  question  have  been  com- 
pletely freed  from  the  presence  of  these 
poisons. 


4.  That  it  is  therefore  advantageous,  and 
even  indispensable,  in'the  treatment  of  poison- 
ing  by  poisonous  substances,  to  favour  the 
secretion  of  urine. 

5.  That  it  is  possible,  in  most  cases,  to  dis- 
tinguish whether  the  arsenical  acid  and  tartar 
emetic  which  are  withdrawn  from  the  viBoera 
of  the  human  corpse  have  been  absorbed 
during  life,  or  have  entered  those  viscera 
through  **  cadaveric  imbibition''  after  death. 

6.  That  the  most  fitting  process  for  de- 
tecting small  quantities  of  those  absorbed 
poisons,  consists  in  destroying  the  major 
part  of  the  entire  of  the  organic  matter,  by 
carbonizing  them  with  concentrated  azotic 
acid,  or  decomposing  them  with  azotate  of 
potash,  and  introducing  the  products  into 
Marsh's  apparatus  modified. 

7.  That  it  is  always  easy  to  disfiinguxah 
arsenic  from  antimony  through  the  form  of 
spots,  and  to  be  quiet  certain  that  those 
spots  proceed  neither  from  the  apparatus 
nor  the  chemical  agent  employed. 

8.  That  there  exists  in  the  bones  both  of 
man  and  of  several  animals,  an  arsenical 
compound  insoluble  in  water. 

9.  That  from  the  muscular  flesh  of  the 
human  body  may  be  extracted  a  matter 
which  M.  Orfila  believes  to  be  formed  of 
an  excessively  small  proportion  of  arsenic, 
sulphur,  and  an  organic  substance. 

10.  'That  in  the  earth  of  certain  ceme- 
teries there  arc  found  quantities,  infinitely 
small,  of  arsenic,  which  boiling  water  will 
not  dissolve. 

11.  Finally,  that  it  is  easy,  in  a  legal 
inquiry,  to  avoid  those  errors  which  would 
appear  at  first  sight  to  spring  from  the  ad- 
mitted fact  of  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  hu- 
man bones  and  muscles,  and  in  the  earth  of 
certan  cemeteries. 

M.  Orfila  then  proceeded  to  make  his  ex- 
periments. Several  dogs  were  poisoned; 
some  by  the  introduction  of  12  grains  of 
arsenic  in  tartar  emetic  into  the  stomach, 
otiiejs  by  inoculating  them  under  the  skin 
with  an  infinitely  small  quantity  of  these 
poisons,  imbibing  it  through  the  vessels 
being  found  a  much  more  ready  mode 
than  absorbing  it  through  the  digcstiva  or- 
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gftns.  Upon  the  death  of  these  animals, 
which  was  expected  to  take  place  in  24 
hours,  ulterior  experiments  would  take  place. 
After  having  explained  the  theory  of  Marsh's 
apparatus,  and  satisfied  himself  and  his 
audience  as  to  the  purity  of  the  reactions 
which  he  meant  to  employ,  M.  Orfila  pro- 
ceeded with  his  comparative  proofs  upon  the 
remains  of  two  dogs,  one  of  which  had  not 
taken  arsenic,  and  the  other  had  died  at  the 
expiration  of  three  hours,  after  rec^ving  a 
quantity  of  arsenic  into  his  stomach,  pre. 
liminary  precautions  having  heen  taken 
against  vomiting,  and  against  the  action  of 
the  urinal  process.  The  following  results 
were  obtained :  — 

1 .  The  urines  of  the  dog,  which  had  not 
been  poisoned,  yielded,  when  submitted  to 
Marsh's  apparatus,  mimifest  signs  of  arse- 
nic, while  those  of  the  dog  which  had  been 
killed  by  suspension,  without  poison  being 
administered,  did  not  exhibit  one  atom 
of  it. 

2.  A  very  small  portion  of  the  liver  of 
tiie  poisoned  animal,  subjected  to  a  prelimi- 
nary treatment  by  suitable  chemicad  por- 
ceases,  and  afterwards  exposed  to  Marsh's 
apparatus,  yielded  multiplied  spots  of  ar- 
senic, while  the  entire  liver,  lungs,  spleen, 
and  heart  of  the  dog  killed  by  suspension, 
on  being  submitted  to  the  same  chemical 
treatment  and  reactions,  did  not  exhibit  the 
smallest  trace  St  arsenic. 

MENSTRUATION   DURING    GESTA- 
TION, AND  AMENORRHEA 
IN  THE  INTERVALS. 

By  Dr.  Meurer. 

A  WOMAN,  Kt.  27,  and  now  for  the  fourth 
time  pregnant,  has  always  had  her  menses 
regularly  during  pregnancy,  and  only  during 
that  time.  They  come  on  without  any  illness ; 
and  she  has  always  borne  healthy  children 
at  the  full  period.  While  unmarried,  and 
except  during  pregnancy,  she  never  men- 
struated, but  she  was  never  unwell  from  it. 
Her  general  appearance  is  rather  masculine ; 
it  appears,  therefore,  that  in  her,  as  in  all 
viragos,  the  sexual  functions  require  a 
powerM  excitant,  such  as  pregnancy,  to 
make  them  be  energetically  performed.  The 
menstruation  appearing  in  such  a  person 
during  pregnancy  may  be  regarded  as  a 
wise  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  the  local 
fitlness  of  the  sexual  organs,  which  might 
prove  injurious. — Med.  Correspendenzblutt. 
Bd.  9.  No.  31. 

SPONTANEOUS    TURNING. 

Br  Dr.  Thumbn,  of  Prbnslau. 

Thr  author  was  to  attend  a  woman  whom 
he  had  deUvered  on  two  former  occasions. 
Two  midwives  assured  him  that  the  head  of 


the  child  had  pNHBt«d  properly,  but  had 
retired  an  hour  previously,  when  the  woman 
overpowered  by  pain  had  violently  thrown 
herself  round  in.  bed,  an  action  which  was 
followed  by  much  haemorrhage.  Since  then 
she  had  complained  of  unbearable  pain  in 
the  whole  abdomen,  and  the  whole  left  side, 
in  particular,  was  excessively  tender ;  the 
pulse  small,  and  from  120  to  130  ;  the  face 
pale  and  sallow;  the  eyes  were  sunken; 
and  there  was  frequent  vomitmg.  On  ex- 
amination, neither  os  uteri,  nor  vaginal  por- 
tion of  the  uterus  could  be  reached,  but 
much  dark  blood  rushed  forth.  The  author 
apprehended  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  On 
introducing  his  whole  hand,  he  reached  the 
OS  uteri,  which  was  high  in  the  pelvis  and 
much  dilated,  but  entirely  dosed  by  the 
placenta.  Passing  by  the  placenta  and  the 
breech  of  the  chfld,  he  was  easily  enabled  to 
grasp  the  feet,  which  lay  forwards,  and  thus 
rapidly  complete  the  turning.  Hie  child 
lived,  and  the  mother  remained  well.  The 
pains  entirely  ceased  in  two  days. — Med. 
Zeit.  and  Schmidt* %  Jahrb'ucher, 
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MyelUis  rheumatica.  —  (Rheumatic  in- 
flammation of  the  spinal  marrow.)  Dr. 
Olzewski  misinterpreted  the  symptoms, 
which  severally  indicated  pneumonia,  hepa- 
titis, and  bronchitis,  until  the  case  was 
cleared  up  by  the  pomtion  of  the  patient, 
who  lay  constantly  stretched  out  at  length 
on  his  back. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Iwer. — ^This  case  was 
cured  by  Dr.  Olzewski  with  moxa  and  foot- 
baths containing  nitric  add.  The  patimt  was 
thirty  odd  years  old,  and  the  disease  had 
probably  been  caused  by  an  ague. 

Spamn  qfthe  chest. — ^The  same  phydcian 
cared  this  disease,  which  occurred  in  a  violent 
form  in  a  woman  aged  82,  and  resisted  all 
other  remedies,  with  the  fused  nitrate  of 
silver.  He  gave  one-thirtieth  of  a  grain  a 
day,  and  four  grains  effected  a  cure.* 

Bite  qf  a  viper. — Dr.  Weger  gives  «  case 
where  this  was  followed  by  inflammation  of 
the  tongue  and  the  neighbouring  parts.  The 
affected  organs  swelled  to  suoh  a  degree,  that 
tracheotomy  was  necessary  to  prevent  suffo- 
cation, and  the  patient  was  then  saved  by 
bleeding,  scarification  of  the  tongue,  &e. 

Diabetes  mellitue, — Dr.  Graef  narrates  a 
fatal  case  of  this  disease.  In  five  weeks  the 
patient  consumed  150  grains  of  opium,  and 
took  aroinoniated  copper  for  seven  weeks, 
but  without  advantjge. — Schmidt^e  Jahr-^ 
b'ucher,  from  the  Reports  of  of  the  Royal 
Medical  College  at  Konigsbery. 

*  The  Btnall  dose  in  the  text  is  not  very  likely 
to  discolour  the  skiu  ;  but  we  think  this  remedy 
outfit  never  to  be  administered  internally,  with- 
out warning  the  p  itient  of  the  possibility  of  tbe 
occur,  enoe,  and  ohtdning  hit  consent  t  j  the  riak. 
— Tnttutaior*4  note. 
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STRABISMUS. 

DATS  OT  MK.  LUCAS's  OPERATION. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
Your  last  Qumber  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
cont^ns  a  letter  in  which  I  am  charged  with 
the  novel  and  aerioua  offence  of  attempting 
to  substitute  one  date  for  another,  in  my 
account  of  the  first  case  of  strabismus  on 
which  I  operated ;  I  have,  therefore,  to  re- 
quest the  fevour  of  your  inserting  in  the 
forthcoming  number  of  your  journal  the  ac- 
companying letters;  and  I  also  beg  to  say 
I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any  further  com- 
munication on  this  fiubject.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
F.  Bennett  Lucas. 
13,  Argyle  Street,  Nov.  11, 1810. 


to  the  Professorship  of  Medicine  at  King's 
College. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson,  at  present  Assistant 
Sui^ieon,  succeeds  Sir  Anthony  Caritsle  as 
Full  Surgeon  to  Westminster  Hospital, 
nearly  as  a  matter  of  <x>urse. 

Several  gentlemen  have  started  for  the 
office  of  Assistant  Surgeon,  among  whom 
are  Mr.  Malyn  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  Jon. 

The  Governors  of  Middlesex  Hospital  have 
decided  on  having  an  Assistant  Physician  : 
we  observe  Dr.  Leighton  in  the  field. 


Copy  qf  my  letter  to  Dr.  HingeHon  and 
Mr.  Wardrop,  Jun. 

9tb  Nov.  1840. 

My  Dear , 

If  your  memory  serves  you,  pray 
oblige  me  by  stating,  in  answer  to  this,  the 
day  on  which  you  asssisted  me  in  the  opera- 
tion upon  Catherine  Culbert.~Ever  yours, 

P.  B.  Lucas. 
19,  Argyll  St. 

Dear  Mr.  Lucas, 

I    perfectly    recollect    the    case    of 

Catherine  Culbert,  on  whom  you  operated 

for  strabismus,  and  in  which  Dr.  Hingeston 

and  myself  assisted  you.    The  date  of  the 

operation  as  reported  in  the  Lancet,  vis. 

April  7th,  1840,  is  perfectly  correct. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 

Jambs  J.  M.  Wardrop. 
Charles  St.,  St.  James's, 
November  10th,  1840. 

19,  Queen's  Buildings, 
Brompton  Road, 
11th  Nov.  1840. 
My  Dear  Lucas, 
•    Having  asdsted  you  in  the  opera- 
tion upon  Catherine  Culbert,  during  which  I 
suggested  a  deviation    from    Dieffenbach's 
mode  of  operating,  1  read  the  report  of  her 
case  in  the  Lancet  at  the  time  with  attention, 
and  was  satisfied  as  to  its  correctness  in  all 
particulars,  so  that  I  feel  convinced  that  the 
date  is  there  rightly  stated.  -Yours  truly, 

RoBBRT  Hingeston. 

[Any  farther  communication  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  either  gentleman,  must  be  inserted 
in  the««r/ra  limites  department. — Eo.  Gaz.] 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF.  PHYSICIANS. 

There  have  been  elected  to  the  fellowship — 
J.  Hope,  and  C.  J.  B.  Williams. 

Have  passed  to  the  fellowship  from  the 
list  of  candidates  —  G.  E.  Paget,  Henry 
Powell,  Mervyn  A.  N.  Crawford,  R.  N. 
Goolden,  Alexander  J.  Sutherland. 

Have  been  admitted  as  licentiates — James 
Bovell,  Henry  Bell,  Anthony  Yeoman, 
Thomas  Smith,  J.  N.  Porter,  Anthony  T. 
Carpenter,  Richard  Oliver,  William  Strang, 
Thomas  West,  George  R.  Rowe,  J.  Ogden, 
Morris  Pritchett,  Thomns  O.  Prichard, 
Robert  T.  Allaway,  John  G.  Stewart, 
Frederick  B.  White. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OENTLEMRN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  November  ^,  1840. 

H.  Julian.— H.  A.  Puncan.  -  A.  C.  Robertson. 
— W.  C.  CaUhrop.— A.  E.  Tnraour.— J.  H,  l^ar- 
tridice.— A.  Kitt.— W.  H.  Scales.  — G.  Downin-.r. 
— G.  I  ixey.— W.  C.  Williamson.— R.  1).  D.  Allan. 

APOTHECARn:S'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CKliTIFICATES. 

Thureday,  November  b,  1840. 

John  Dixon  Fidler,  Whitehaven.— J.  Deacon. 
ShelKeld. 
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MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Dr.  P.  Black  and  Dr.  Goolden  have  been 
appointed  Physicians-  to  the  Dreadnought 
Hospital  Ship,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  George 
Bttdd,  who  had  resigned  on  his  appointment 


Winds  S.W.  and  S.R. 

On  the  4th,  inominif  cloudy,  with  rain  ;  other- 
wise clear.  'Vhe  Sth,  morning  and  evening  cloudv, 
with  rain  ;  afternoon  clear.  The  6th  rionily, 
with  frequent  showers.  The  7th  generally  cleuV, 
except  the  morning,  when  rain  fell  heavily.  'I  he 
Pth  and  two  following  days  generally  clear.  A 
■Itower  4if  rain  on  the  morning  of  the  9th. 

Hain  fallen,  *9S  of  an  inch. 

Charles^Henrv  Adamh. 
V\  iLsoN  Be  Oof  Lvv,  57,  Skinuer  Strect/Londui.. 
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LECTURES  tive  consequences,  bnt  in  its  healing  tendencies 

ON  TUB  '^^'     ^^  ^^  ^y  inflammation  that  wounds  are 

closed,   and  fractures   repaired — that  partd 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  adhere  together  when  their  adhesion  is  es- 

PHYSIC,  sential  to  the  preservation  of  the  individual 

^  ,.        ,  ,  — and  that  foreign  and  hurtful  matters  are 

DeUsered  at  King*9  College,  Londom,  conveyed  safely  out  of  the  body.     A  cut 

Bv  no   ixrA-r«<««»  finger*  a  deep  sabre  wound,  alike  require 
or  UB.  WATBON.  inflammation  to  re-unite  the  divided  parts. 
'  Does  ulceration  occur  in  the   stomach    or 
T  «niTTii»  TY  intestines,  and  threaten  to  penetrate  through 
j^BCTUBE  lA.  tjjg^j  ,    Inflammation  ^  often  anticipate 
Imflammatitm.    lie  morbid  and  its  talutary  and  provide  against  the  danger— glue  the 
effects.     Sketch  of  the  local  and  consti-  threatened  membrane  to  whatever  surface 
tutional  phenomena  qf  inflammation  ae  it  may  be  next  it—and  so  prevent  that  worse 
oecvrr  m  external  parte.    Examination  anduniversal  inflammation  of  the  peritoneunr, 
of  the  eymptome  of  inflammation!  paint  and  the    almost  certam  death,  which   the 
heat !  redness ;  swelling.     State  qf  the  escape  of  the  contents  of  the  aUmentary 
capillary  blood-vessels,  and  qf  the  blood  canal  mto  that  seroua  bag  would  infalUbly 
in  a  part  itemed.  occasion.    The  foot  mortifies  f  is  killed  by 
Inplammation  must  needs  occupy  a  lai^ge  injury  or  by  exposure  to  cold  : — ^inflam- 
share  of  the  attention  both  of  the  surgeon  mation,  if  it  be  not  anticipated  by  the  knife 
and  the  physician.      In  nine  cases  out   of  of  the  surgeon,  will  cut  off  the  dead  and 
ten  the  first  question  he  asks  himself  upon  useless  part.   An  abscess  forms  m  the  liver — 
being  summoned  to  a  patient  is,  *'  have  we  or  a  large  calculus  concretes  in  the  gall- 
inflammation  here?"     It  is  continually  the  bladder  :  how  is  the  pus  or  the  stone  to  be 
object  of  his  treatment  and  watchful  care,  got  rid  of  ?   If  they  make  their  way  to  the 
It  affects  all  parts  that  are  furnished  with  external  surface  of  the  organ,  as  they  always 
blood-vessels,  and  it  affects  different  parts  tend  to  do,  they  enter  the  cavity  of  the 
very  variously.    It  is  more  easUy  excited  by  abdomen,  and  excite  fatal  peritonitis.     But 
many  external  causes,  and  therefore  it  is  a  natural  safeguard  arises ;  partial  inflam. 
more  common  than  any  other  special  dis-  mation  precedes  and  prepares  for  the  expul- 
ease.     A  great  majority  of  all  the  diseases  sion ;  the  liver  or  the  gall-bladder,  as  the 
to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable  begin  case  may  be,  becomes  a&erent  to  the  walls 
with  inflammation,  or  end  in  inflammation,  of  the  abdomen  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  the 
or  are  accompanied  by  inflammation  during  intestinal  canal  on  the  other ;  and  then  the 
some  part  of  their  course,  or  resemble  in-  surgeon  may  plunge  his  lancet  into  the  col- 
flammation  in  their  symptoms.    Most  of  lection  of  pu»— or  the  abscess  or  the  calculus 
the  organic  changes  of  different  parts  of  the  may  eat  their  own  way  safely  out  of  the 
body  recognise  inflammation  as  their  cause,  body — through  the  skin,  or  into  the  bowel, 
or  lead  to  it  as  their  effect.    In  short,  a  Inflammation',' limited  in  extent  and  mode- 
very  large  share  of  the  premature  extinction  rate    in  degrfee,  becomes  conservative  by 
of  human  life  In  general  is  more  or  leas  preventing  inflammation  more  severe  and 
attributable  to  inflammation.  more  widely  spread^  which  would  be  fatal. 
Again,  inflammation  is  highly  interesting  This  is  what  I  mean  wheu  I  speak  of  the 
not  only  in  its  morind  phenomena  and  destnic-  curatiTV  properties   of  inflammation;  and 
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surely  this  process,  which  may  save  life  or  a  short  time  he  begins  to  have  pain  in  that 

destroy  it,  deserves  and  demands  our  most  part  of  the  arm,  and  this  is  soon  succeeded 

careful  study.  by  redness,  and  increased  heat,  and  swell - 

But  Inflammatfon  has  a  still  farther  and  ing.  The  skin  becomes  of  a  bright  red 
peculiar  claim  upon  our  attention.  The  colour  ;  the  swelling  increases.  In  the 
salutary  acts  of  restoration  and  prevention  immediate  place  of  the  injury  the  swelling 
just  adverted  to,  are  such  as  nature  conducts  is  firm  and  hard,  and  exquisitely  tender  :  at 
and  originates.  But  we  are  ourselves  able,  some  distance  from  that  centre,  although 
in  many  instances,  to  direct  and  control  the  there  is  still  swelling,  the  parts  are  sof^ 
effects  of  inflammation — nay,  we  can  excite  and  more  yielding.  In  the  seat  of  the  red- 
it  at  our  pleasure  ;  and  having  excited  it,  ness  and  swelling  the  patient  experiences  a 
we  are  able,  in  a  great  degree,  to  regulate  sense  of  heat,  a  burning  pain ;  tibe  part  is 
its  course.  And  for  this  reason  it  becomes  sensibly  hotter  than  natural  to  the  touch  of 
in  skilful  hands  an  instrument  of  cure,  a  by-stander ;  and  if  its  actual  temperatare 
This  instrument  the  surgeon  employs  when,  be  measured  by  means  of  a  thermometer,  it 
after  letting  out  the  water  of  a  hydrocele,  will  be  found  to  exceed  the  temperature  of 
he  wilfully  excites  inflammation  of  the  the  neighbouring  surface.  The  part  it  in- 
tunica  vaginalis,  which  obliterates  its  cavity,  flamed.  This  is  what  is  called  phlegmonous 
and  renders  the  reacoumulation  of  the  fluid  inflammation.  ^Xtyfunni  is  a  Greek  word, 
impossible.  It  is  by  availing  himself  of  the  and  infiammatio  is  a  Latin  word,  and  they 
same  agent  that  he  is  enabled  to  remedy  both  mean  the  same  thing,  viz.  a  burning, 
many  afflicting  deformities : — ^to  unite  the  or  a  flame.  Phlegmonous  inflammation 
cleft  lip  ;  to  close  up  the  fissured  palate ;  is  therefore,  in  truth,  a  tautological  phrase, 
to  restore  the  dilapidated  nose.  There  is  But  custom  has  assigned  a  particular  signifi- 
no  other  special  disease  which  is  thus  at  our  cation  to  the  epithet  phlegmonous; — ^it  de- 
command  ;  we  cannot,  if  we  would,  produce  notes  that  kind  of  violent  inflammation  in 
a  tubercle  or  a  cancer.  For  all  these  rea-  which  the  inflamed  part  seems  all  on  fire, 
sons  inflammation  possesses  a  very  high  If  the  inflammation  reach  a  certain  degree 
degree  of  interest  for  us — and  for  every  one  of  intensity,  other  signs  of  disorder  present 
who  would  enquire,  with  any  prospect  of  themselves  at  a  distance  from  the  injured 
success,  into  either  the  pathology  or  the  spot.  The  patient  usually  at  first  feels 
treatment  of  diseases.  chilly  and  feeble ;  but  soon  the  temperature 

of  the  whole  of  the  surface  rises,  the  skin 

Of  the  amount  of  our  knowledge  respect-  becomes,  hot  and  dry,  the  pulse  more  fre- 

ing  the  intimate  nature  of  inflammation,  I  quent  and  fuller  and  harder  than  is  usual ; 

shall  have  occasion  to  say  a  few  words  by  lassitude   comes    on,    and    headache,    and 

and  by.      We  first  become  acquainted  with  wandering  pains  in  the  limbs.    The  patient 

inflammation   in   its   symptoms,  and  as  it  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  exert  himself,  and 

displays  itself  externally.     After  we  know  finds  that  he  is  unapt  for  any  mental  effort ; 

what  they  are,  it  may  be  right,  and  cannot  he  cannot  command  his  attention,  gets  con- 

bnt  be  interesting,  to  enquire  how  they  come  fused  and  restless,  and  sleeps  ill ;  he  loses 

about.      Now  the  symptoms  which,  when  his  appetite,  his  tongue  becomes  white,  his 

they  exist  together  in  an  external  or  visible  mouth  is  parched,  he  is  unusually  thirsty, 

part,  betoken  or  denote  inflammation  of  that  and  the  various  secretions  of  the  body  are 

part,  are  four  in  number  :  pain — redness —  deranged  and  diminished, 

heat — swelling  ;  preternatural  redness,  and  This  is  inflammatory  fever.    This  is  on 

preternatural  he&t.     These,  from  the  earliest  indirect  tymptom  of  inflammation,  mani- 

ages,  have  been  recognized  as  the  signals  of  festing  itself  through  the  medium  of  the 

outward  inflammation.      '*  Notie  inflamma-  system  at  large.    Various  names  have  been 

tionis   (says   Celsus)   sunt   quatuor — rubor  given    to   this  general  disturbance  of  the 

et  tumor  cum  colore  et  dolore."  vascular  and  nervous  systems  :  constitutional 

No  definition,   however,  or  general  de-  disturbance  —  sympathetic    fever  —  symp- 

scription,  can  be  made  to  embrace  all  the  tomatic  fever.     It  matters  little  what  term 

forms  in  which  inflammation  presents  itself,  is  used,  provided  that  we  affix  always  the 

We  can  give  no  useful  account  of  it  in  the  same  meaning  to  it :    but  inasmuch  as  the 

abstract;  and  therefore  I  shall  first  sketch  word/erer,  in  this  and  in  other  languages, 

the  phenomena  of  inflammation  under  one  is  taken  to  express  a  specific  disease,   it 

of  its  most  common  external  forms  ;  and  would  perhaps  be  better  to  employ  the  term 

taking  this  as  a  type  of  the  disease,  proceed  pyrejcia,  as  Cullen  and  others  have  done, 

afterwards  to  trace  its   modifications   and  to  denote  that  secondary  febrile  state  which 

varieties,  and  to  fill  up  the  picture.  grows  out  of,  or  is  associated  with,  primary 

Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  a  healthy  man  local  inflammation, 

receives  some  local  mechanical  injury — that  Now  what  is  the  end  of  this  remarkable 

he  foils,  for  instance,  against  a  window,  and  state  of  things  ?     Why,  it  may  end  in  one  of 

gei;^  a  piece  of  glass  stuck  into  his  arm.     In  two  or  three  different' ways.     Supposing  the 
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piece  of  glass  to  be  extracted,  and  proper  grows  more  and  more  feeble,  and  delirious ; 

measures  to  be  taken  for  subduing  the  in-  he  has  involuntary  startings  of  the  tendons  of 

flammation,  or  even  supposing  that  no  other  the  voluntary  muscles — ^his  pulse  is  weak  and 

measure  is  adopted  except  removing  the  bit  very  frequent  —  his  tongue  becomes   dry, 

of  glass,  then  it  will  often  happen  that  the  brown,  tremulous  —  his  lips  are  black  with 

phenomena  just   described    will    gradually  accumulated    sordes — his    countenance    is 

recede  and  disappear ;  the  pain  will  abate,  shrunk,   liaggard,  ghastly— bis    stools    and 

the  redness  fade,  the  swelling  diminish,  the  urine  escape  from  him  without  his  appearing 

heat  decline,  the  pyrexia  cease ;  until  the  to  be  conscious  that  they  do  so. 

part  at  length  regains  its  usual  sensations  and  This  is  typhoid  f ever. 

its  natural  appearance.     When  inflammation  Under  more  favourable  circumstances  the 

subsides  in  tiiis  way  it  is  said  to  be  resolved^  dead  or  mortified  part,  which  is  called  a 

to  terminate  by  retolution ;  and  this  is  its  slough,  separates  from  the  living  parts,  and 

most  favourable  and  desirable  mode  of  ter-  leaves  a  breach  of  surface.     The  separation 

minating,  whenever  inflammation  occurs  as  is  effected  by  a  vital  process  which  is  deno- 

a  morbid  process.  minated  ulceration ;  but  which  I  need  not 

But  in  many  instances  the  inflammation  now  describe.     The  cavity  thus  formed  gra- 

doea  not  thus  subside.     The  irritant  cause  dually  fills  up,  and  heals  in  a  peculiar  way. 

stiU  remains  in  action — or  the  original  inten-  There  is  one  other  circumstance,  not  to  be 

sity  of  the  inflammation  has  been  too  great  to  omitted  in  thb  rough  outUnc  of  the  local 

admit  of  resolution — or  the  means  proper  to  and  general  phenomena  and  effects  of  inflam- 

abate  it  have  not  been  used — or  have  not  mation.     If  during  its   progress  blood  be 

succeeded.  The  symptoms  already  described  drawn  from  a  vein,  it  exhibits,  after  standing 

continue,  and  are  a^ravated  in  degree :  at  and  coagulating,   the    peculiar  appearance 

length  the  swelling  begins  to  assume  a  more  known  by  the  name  of  the  buff'y  coat;    i.  e. 

projecting  and  pointed  form,  and  the  skin  in  on  the  surface  of  the  coaguilum,  and  to  a 

its  centre  to  look  white ;  the  central  part  of  certain  depth  in  its  substance,  the  colouring 

the    swelling,   formerly    so   hard,   becomes  matter  of  the  blood  leaves  the  fibrin,  which 

softer — the  pain  is  of  a  throbbing  kind  :  a  is  therefore  seen  of  a  yellowish  hue,  or  buff 

pulsative   sensation,  keeping  time  with  the  colour. 
heats  of  the  heart,  b  experienced  in  the 

part,  and  often  a  feeling  occurs  as  if  some-  Taking  the  preceding  statement  as  a 
thing  had  given  way  within  it :  at  last  (if  art  groundwork,  let  us  look  back  upon  it,  and 
does  not  interpose)  the  cuticle  breaks,  and  a  trace  its  particulars  a  little  more  in  full.  The 
yellow  cream-like  fluid  is  poured  out,  which  four  characteristic  signs  of  inflammation 
we  call  pus,  and  upon  its  escape  there  being  pain,  heat,  redness,  and  swelling,  it 
generally  ensues  a  considerable  and  speedy  vrill  be  useful  to  examine  each  of  these 
abatement  of  all  the  local  symptoms  of  symptoms  more  closely,  in  its  turn, 
inflammation — of  the  pain,  the  heat,  the  The  pain  varies  much  in  different  cases  of 
redness,  the  tumor.  inflammation,  both  in  degree  and  in  kind, 
lliis  is  suppuration.  It  is  differently  felt,  cceteris  paribus t  by 
Meanwhile,  especially  if  the  suppuration  different  persons,  according  to  their  natural 
be  long  continued,  and  the  discharge  of  pus  susceptibilities.  It  varies  from  the  slightest 
profhse,  the  character  of  the  general  febrile  degree  of  sensibility  to  the  utmost  agony 
ezctteraent  undergoes  a  change.  Slight  but  and  torment  Parts  which,  when  sound,  are 
frequent  shiverings,  or  feelings  of  chilliness,  endowed  with  little  or  no  sensation  (as  ten- 
take  place,  followed  by  flushes  of  heat,  which  dons,  ligaments,  cartilage,  bone),  become 
end  in  perspiration.  often  exquisitely  sensible  under  inflamma- 
T\xk&\A  hectic  fever.  tion.  The  organs  of  sense  are  variously 
If  the  injury  hns  been  still  more  serious,  aflected  in  this  respect :  thus  the  specific 
and  the  inflammation  more  intense,  the  part  sensibilities  of  the  mouth  and  nose  arc  blunted 
that  it  has  invade  J  perishes  by  the  violence  by  inflammation  —those  of  the  eye  and  ear 
of  the  disease ;  there  is  partial  death.  In  are  often  rendered  painfully  acute, 
that  case  the  vivid  red  colour  alters  to  a  There  are  great  diversities  also  in  the 
purplish  or  livid,  or  even  a  black,  or  greenish-  kinds  of  pain.  Sometimes  it  is  of  a  dull 
black  hue,  the  tension  of  the  part  exists  no  aching  character,  as  in  toothache ;  some- 
longer,  the  cuticle  is  elevated  by  a  sanious  times  it  is  a  pricking,  tingling,  smarting 
fluid,  the  pain  ceases,  the  part  is  devoid  of  sensation :  this  is  the  case  in  some  forms  of 
all  sensation — is  dead  and  putrid,  and  exhales  inflammation  of  the  skin,  as  in  erysipelas  for 
a  peculiar  and  offensive  odour.  example,  and  in  herpes ;  sometimes  it  is 
This  is  mortification.  sharp  and  piercing,  as  if  the  part  were 
When  the  injury  has  been  extensive,  a  stabbed  or  cut  with  a  knife— such  is  fre- 
oorresponding  and  characteristic  change  is  quently  the  case  in  inflammation  of  the 
again  observable,  sometimes  in  the  consti-  serous  membranes,  in  pleurisy  for  instance  ; 
tntional  febrile  disturbance.      The  patient  sometimes  the  pain  is  tensive  or  stretching ; 
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and  sometimes  there  is  scarcely  any  pain  at  nenrous  pains  are  known  sometimes  to  be 

all.    This  last  chiefly  happens  in  the  mucous  followed  by  congestion  of  the  part  in  which 

membranes  and  in  the  parenchymatous  tex-  they  are  felt.     Whatever  may  be  the  tme 

ture  of  oi^i;ans.     Very  often  the  pun  is  a  state  of  this  question  of  priority,  it  is  oerfain 

*  bulking*'  or  throbbing  pain— every  beat  of  that  the  disordered  condition  of  the  blood- 

the  heart  makes  itself  felt  in  the  tender  part,  vessels,  when  produced,  greatly  augments  the 

The  pain  of  inflammation  results,  no  doubt,  sensibility  of  tiie  part.    We  may  suppose  tiiat 

from  the  implication  of  the  nerves  in  the  this  depends,  partly  on  over  distoision  and 

diseased  process.     The  stretching    of   the  stretching  of  the  vessels  and  fibres,  partly  on 

vessels  and  textures  adds  to  the  pain.  Every  pressure   made    upon    the    nerves  by  the 

body  who  has  been  plagued  by  boils  (and  swelling. 

few  escape  them)  has  had  proof  of  this :  the         It  is  important  to  remark   of  the  pain 

pain  is  most  harassing  a  short  time  before  belonging  to  inflammation,  that  it  is  nsitally 

the  ripening  little  tumor  gives  way,  or  is  aggravated  by  pressure :  frequently  it  is  not 

laid  open  by  means  of  a  scalpel ;  but  as  soon  felt  at  all,  except  when  pressure  is  some  how 

as  the  distension  is  thus  relieved,  perfect  made  upon  the  aflectcd  part — intentionally 

ease  and  comfort  ensue.     It  is  the  same  in  by  the  medical  man— or  accidentally,  from 

roramon  ear-ache.  It  is  upon  this  principle,  the  movements  or  position  of  the  patient. 

I  believe,  that  the  differences  in  regard  to  This  is  tendemeaM. 

pain,   which   occur  in  different  structures         And  this  is  a  point  which  requires  a  little 

under  inflammation,  are  partly  to   be   ex-  farther  notice.     I  say  the  aggravation  of  the 

plained.      Speaking  generally,  there  is  more  pain  by  pressure  is  an  important  circnm- 

pain  felt  in  external  inflammations,  and  in  stance,  because  it  continually  helps  us  to 

the  inflammations  of  investing  membranes,  distinguish  pain  that  is  inflammatory  from 

than  in  inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  pain  that  is  not  inflammatory.     Thus  pam 

viscera,  or  of  the  lining  membranes :    and  it  of  the  abdomen  may  result  from  colic,  or 

has  been  conjectured  that  this  may  be  be-  spasm — ^from  a  distension  of  the  intestines 

cause,  in  the  latter  casA,  the  parts  affected  by  air,  and  a  stretching  of  the  textures  and 

have  fewer  nerves  of  common  sensation,  nerves  belonging  to  them :  and  this  sort  of 

But  I  do  not  think  this  explanation  satis-  pain  will  mostly  be  relieved  by  pressure ; 

factory.     If  it  were  well  founded  we  should  you  will  find  patients  lying  upon  their  bellies 

not  have  such  exquisite  pain  in  some  of  the  across  the  back  of  a  chair  for  the  sake  of 

textures  already  mentioned,  which  appear  to  obtaining  ease  :  but  if  the  pain  proceed,  as 

be  furnished  with  very  few  nerves  of  common  it  may,  from  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum 

sensation,  and  scarcely  feel  at  all  in  their  — oh  1    then  the  gentlest  pressure,  even  that 

healthy  state  :    tendons,  ligaments,  and  car-  of  the  superincumbent  bied-clothes,  causes 

tiUges,  I  mean.     I  think  it  will  be  found  intolerable  torture.    The  suddenness  with 

that  most  pain  is  felt  in  those  parts  which  which  the  pressure  is  made — and  its  beings 

are  least  capable  of  yielding — in  which  the  made  on  a  part  only  of  the  suffering  or^g^ui — 

tension  produced  by  the  swelling,  or  the  these  circumstances  have  much  to  do  with  the 

tendency  to  swell,  is  the  greatest.     The  sub-  augmentation  of  the  pain ;  and  it  is  curious, 

stance  of  the  liver,  spleen,  and  viscera  gene-  and  instructive  too,  to  know  that  gradual 

rally,  is  soft  and  yielding  —  the  mucous  pressure,  applied  uniformlg  to  the  wkoie 

membranes  are  spongy  in  their  texture,  and  organ  or  part  under  inflammation,  is  some- 

often  attached    to  the    subjacent  parts  in  times  so  far  from  enhancing  the  pain,  that  it 

loose  folds,  and  they  allow  of  an  accumula-  relieves  or  removes  it.    Dr.  Elliotson  puts  a 

tion  of  blood  within  them  without  becoming  very  good  case  in  illustration  of  this.     *'  If 

much  stretched,  or  very  tense.  The  investing  (he  says)  you  have  a  blister  upon  the  sole  of 

serous  and  fibrous  membranes    are   more  the  foot,  or  at  the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  and 

tightly  applied,  and  much  less  capable  of  you  rest  gradually  upon  the  part,  the  pain 

yielding :  and  their  inflammation  is  usually  becomes  mitigated,  till  at  last  it  seems  to  be 

attended  with  severe  pain.  almost  entirely  removed ;  but  the  moment 

The  pain  that  belongs  to  inflammation  you  take  off  the  pressure,  and  raise  the  foot 

sometimes    precedes    any    other    apparent  from  the  ground,  yon  feel  the  part  b^;in  to 

change.     This  is  especially  observable  in  throb— to  throb  with  violent  pain." 
respect  to  internal  parts.     Sometimes  the        Now  all  this  exemplifies  what  I  sfl|i4  just 

pain  is  continued  and  uniform.     Sometimes  now — that  though  a  deranged  condition  of 

it  is'  continued,  but  irregular  in  severity,  the  nerves,  marked  by  pain,  may,  foe  aught 

havix^  periods  of  great  exasperation :  some-  I  know,  first  lead  to  the  vascular  fhlneas— 

times  again  it    is   intermittent,  and  even  yet  that  fulness,  and  the  distension  which  it 

periodic.  implies,  will  greatly  increase  the  pain.     In 

It  is  an  unsettled  question  that  has  often  fact,  the  expiJsion  of  the  blood  by  means  of 

been  mooted,  whether,  in  inflammation,  the  well-regulated  pressive  is  made  &e  founds- 

state  of  the  blood-vessels  is  determined  by  tion  of  certain  proposed  methods  of  cure, 

that  of  the  nerves,  or  the  reverse.    Mere  This  has  been  lately  recommended  in  hernia 
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humoralifl,  or  swelled  testicle— what  Is  now  heat,  is  greater  in  the  extremities  than  on  the 
more  scientifically  called  orchitis.  It  gives  trunk.  Thus  if  a  blister  be  pUiced  vL\Km  the 
one  a  sort  of  horror  even  to  thiuk  of  pres-  chest,  the  heat  of  the  part  inflamed  by  its 
^ure  being  made  on  the  healthy  testicle — ^mnch  application  will  not  exceed  that  of  the  neigh- 
more  when  it  is  rendered  preternaturally  bouring  healthy  surface  by  more  than  ade- 
sensible  by  inflammation :  yet  when  properly  gree  or  two ;  while  a  blister  applied  upon 
managed  it  is  said  (by  Dr.  Pricke,  of  Ham-  the  leg  may  occasion  a  difference  of  5  or  6^. 
burgh,  and  others)  not  to  increase  the  pain,  John  Hunter  took  great  pains  to  ascertain 
but  entirely  to  remove  it,  so  that  the  patient  the  degree  of  heat  produced  in  inflammation, 
con  at  once  walk  about  the  room  ;  and  the  He  excited  inflammation  in  the  cavity  of  the 
disease  is  thus  ultimately  cured.  In  the  thorax  of  a  dog,  and  in  the  vagina  and  rec- 
same  way  it  has  been  proposed  to  cure  turn  of  an  ass,  and  he  oould  not  find  that  the 
erysipelas,  and  gout,  and  rheumatism.  I  temperature  of  the  parts  thus  inflamed  ever 
don't  enter  here  into  the  expediency  of  such  exceeded  that  of  the  blood  at  the  centre  of 
measures;  but  mention  them  in  illustration  the  circulation.  He  did  not  neglect  the  op- 
of  the  various  effects  of  pressure  in  various  portunities  that  came  before  him  of  making 
circumstances,  upon  inflamed  parts.  Cer-  similar  observations  on  the  human  body, 
taiuly  it  must  be  dexterously  and  fortunately  He  had  occasion  to  tap  a  patient  in  St. 
managed  not  to  do  harm ;  not  to  make  George's  Hospital  for  hydrocele :  as  soon  as 
matters  worse ;  aud  if  there  be  already  much  he  had  let  the  fluid  out,  he  introduced  a 
ejptravagaiion  of  ainy  kind,  I  should  think  thermometer  through  the  puncture  made  by 
that  pressure,  however  regulated,  would  be  the  trocar,  and  placed  it  in  contact  with  the 
peculiarly  likely  to  increase  the  pain  and  testicle.  He  found  the  temperature  to  lie 
the  mischief.  92®.     He  repeated  this  experiment  the  next 

It  is   sometimes  necessary  to  recollect,  day,  when  inflammation  had  set  in,  and  then 

especially   when  tlie  existence  of   internal  the  thermometer  rose  to  98  j°.     So  that  here 

inflammation  is  suspected,  that  all  expression  an  increase  of  6|^  had  taken  place  in  con- 

of  the  sense  of  pain,  and  probably  all  sensa-  sequence  of  the  inflammation  ;  but  even  this, 

tion  of  pain,  may  be  prevented  or  abolished  you  see,  did  not  go    bey4>nd  the  natural 

by  the  presence  of  stupor  or  coma.    So  also,  warmth  of  the  blood. 

if  the  nervous  connexion  between  the  in-         It  may  be  presumed  that  the  increase  of 

flamed  part  and  the  sensorium  be  cut  off,  heat    depends  mainly  upon   the  increased 

no  pain  is  felt.     Limbs  in  a  state  of  palsy  influx  of  blood    into  the  part.       Possibly 

are  often  (though  not  always)  destitute  of  some  vital  actions  taking  place  under  inflam- 

sensibillty  also ;  and  inflammation  readily  mation  tend  to  develope  it,  but  it  is  a  curious 

occurs  in  them,  but  is  attended  with  no  pain,  fact,   a  fact  worth  '  remembering,'  that  the 

That  mere  pain  will  not  constitute  inflam-  heat  of  inflammation  does  not  transgress  or 

mation  must  I  think  be  plain  to  you.    Spas-  surpass  that  of  the  blood  in  the  central  parts 

modic  contractions  of  the  muscles,  stretching  of  the  body. 

and  tension  of  the  tissues,  a  particular  state        Heat  alone  does  not  constitute  inflamma- 

of  the  nerves,  and  sundry  causes  that  do  not  tion,  for  parts  of  the  body  may  be   made 

imply   inflammation,   may  nevertheless   be  preternaturally  hot  by  holding  them  before 

attended  with  severe  pain.  the  fire,  by  friction,  by  exercise,  while  there 

Let  us  next  consider  the  heaL  is  no  inflammation. 

Of  course,  as  I  hinted  before,  this  means  I  apprehend  that  increased  heat  is  essen- 
pretematural  heat :  the  temperature  of  the  tial  to  inflammation,  in  some  stage  or  other 
part  exceeds  that  which  belongs  to  it  in  of  its  progress,  although  there  are  cases  in 
health;  but  in  truth,  the  heat  is  not  in  gene-  which  the  augmented  temperature  is  not 
ral  80  much  increased  as  the  sensations  of  perceived  or  appreciated.  Sometimes  the 
the  patient,  or  his  heightened  sensibility,  increase  of  heat  is  very  slight,  and  may  be 
would  persuade  him  it  is,  or  even  so  much  easily  overlooked,  there  being  nevertheless 
as  a  by-stander  might  suppose.  The  heat  unequiTocalinflammation;  redness  and  swell - 
of  inflammation  does  not  rise  above  the  ing,  which  go  slowly  into  suppuration.  The 
maximum  heat  of  the  blood  in  the  central  parts  heat  is  often  concealed  from  the  observation 
of  the  body.  'The  natural  heat  of  the  blood  of  the  physician  or  the  surgeon,  by  the  situa- 
is  about  98  or  100",  but  in  fevers  and  tion  of  the  (mrt  affected,  and  it  escapes  the 
inflammatory  diseases  it  has  been  known  to  notice  of  the  sufferer,  because  the  sensibility 
reach  10 7**,  and  the  maximum  heat  oi  the  to  heat  is  less  generally  diffused  through  the 
blood  in  fever  is  probably  the  limit  of  the  body  than  the  susceptibility  of  common  sen- 
temperature  OS  it  exists  in  inflamed  parts,  satiou.  The  heat  of  inflammation  is  usually 
The  surface  of  the  body,  in  its  natural  state,  less  felt  and  less  complained  of  by  the  pa- 
is not  quite  so  warm  as  the  internal  parts,  tient  than  the  pain.  A  vivid  sensation  of 
and  the  extremities  are  generally  less  warm  heat  in  pain. 

than  the  trunk  ;  so  that  the  contrast  between         The  rednew  of  inflammation  must  also  be 

m  in<|ami%rl  and  a  healthy  part,  4n  respect  to  preternatural  in  degree,  for  many  parts  of 
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the  body  are  by  nature,  and  in  health,  more  for  some  time  after  the  inflatmnaticm 

or  less  red.     This  phenomenon  depends  upon  ceased. 

the  greater  quantity  of  blood  contained  in        Now   seeing    that    redness  accompanies 

the  vessels  of  the  part,  and  sometimes  also  inflammation  of  the  external  parts,  we  pre« 

upon  the  extravasation  of  a  portion  of  the  sume  that  it  exists  also  in  internal  inflam- 

blood  into  the  affected  texture.     There  is  matlon :  indeed  we  may  convince  oursdTes 

more  blood  than  usual  in  those  vessels  which  that  it  is  so.     If  a  portion  of  intestine  be 

naturally  carry  red  blood ;  red  blood  enters  drawn  out  through  a  slit  in  the  parietes  of 

too  into  vessels  which  in  the  healthy  state  the  belly  of  a  dog,  and  suffered  to  remain 

are  destined  to  receive  and  convey  colourless  exposed  to  the  air,  it  will  soon  inflame,  and, 

fluids  only,  or  which  naturally  admit  so  few  inflaming,  it  grows   red.     We  see  alao  that 

of  the  red  particles,  that  from  their  paucity,  internal  parts  are  left  red  after  death,  which 

and   the   quickness   of  their  motion,   they  parts  we  have  other  reasons  for  knowing  had 

cannot  be  seen.    We  are  sure  of  this  from  been  inflamed  during  life ;    and   we    infer 

what  takes  place  in  ophthalmia.     Doubtless  that  redness  may  have  been  present  during 

also  the  redness  is  sometimes  increased  by  life,  although  we  find  none  remaining  when 

the  formation  of  new  vessels  that  admit  the  the  body  is  examined.     That  when  it  has 

colouring  particles  of  the  blood  in  visible  been  owing  to  mere  fulness  of  the  natoral 

numbers.  blood-vessels,  it  may  disappear  with  parting 

That  the  vessels  which  naturally  circulate  life  we  know,  because  the  same  thing  hap- 

red  blood  are  actually   distended   and  en-  pens  externally,  as  in  erysipelas  and  scarlet 

larged  in  inflammation,   there   can   be  no  fever :  but  in  such  cases  the   inflammation 

doubt.      John   Hunter  (whose  treatise   on  has  not  gone  to  any  great  height. 
Inflammation  is  a  mine  in  which  all  succeed-        It  is  proper  to  remark  that  as  the  absence 

ing  writers  have  dug)  excited  inflammation  of  redness  is  no  proof  that  there  has  not 

in  one  of  the  ears  of  a  rabbit,    and  then  been  inflammation,    so  its  presence    is  no 

killed   the  animal.     He  next  injected   the  proof  of  the  contrary.     There   are   muiy 

head  and  ears  from  the  aorta,  so  that  the  kinds  of  redness,  both  within  the  body  and 

fluid    injected    passing    through  both  the  on  its  surface,  that    have    nothing  to    do 

carotids,  was  driven  in  equal  quantities  and  with  inflammation :  yet  some  of  tiiese  are 

with   equal  force  towards  each  ear.     The  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  traces  of  inflam- 

arteries  of  the  inflamed  ear  were  enlarged  mation.     I  shall  endeavour  to  instruct  you 

one-third    beyond   their  natural  size,   and  how  to  avoid  such  a  mistake,  when  we  come 

arteries  in  it  were  injected  that  were  not  to  examine  the  morbid  anatomy  of  particular 

visible  in  the  sound  ear.     That  the  apparent  forms  of  disease. 

increase  in  the  number  of  blood-vessels  is        While  inflammation  actually  exists,  red- 

often  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  red  blood  ness,  of  some  shade  or  degree,  is  seldom 

enters  tubes  which  already  existed,  but  did  absent,  even  though  the  other  symptoms  may 

not  previously  admit  the  colouring  matter  be  scarcely  apparent. 

or  did  not  admit  it  in  sufficient  quantity  to        Lastly,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  the  swell' 

be  vi-^lble,  is  evident  from  the  rapidity  with  t'lty.      This  also  depends,  in  part,  upon  the 

which  the  redness  may  be  produced  in  many  distension  of  the  blood-vessels ;  but  no  great 

textures  :  in  the  eye,  for  example,  it  may  be  amount  of  swelling  can  be  attributed  to  this 

eflected  in  a  few  seconds ;  and  many  of  the  cause ;  and  as  much  as  does  proceed  from  it 

vessels  which  become  suddenly  apparent  are  occurs  early  in  the  disease.     A  part  also, 

evidently  contintiatio'ns  of  the  trunks  that  and  usually  by  far  the  greater  part,  of  the 

could  be  seen  befoi*e.  swelling,  results  from  the  presence  of  matters 

There  is  much  variety  in  the  tint  of  the  poured  out  into  the  interatices  of  the  affected 

redness     of    inflammation,    depending  on  part.      These  efl'used  mattera   are  of  very 

the  kind  and  degree  of  the  inflammation,  and  different  kinds,  although  they  are  modifica- 

on  the  nature  of  the  part  affected.     Some-  tions  of  the  same  liquid,  the  blood.     I  men- 

times  the  redness  is  bright  and  vivid,  as  if  tinned,  in  describing  the  condition  of  the 

the  part  were  full  of  arterial  blood;   this  part  inflamed,  that  the  central  portion  of  the 

generally  happens  in  the  acuter  forms  and  the  swelling  is,  at  first,  hard  and  resisting,  while 

earlier  stages  of  inflammation.     Sometimes  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  centre  the 

the  redness  is  dark,  or  livid,  or  purplish,  swelling  is  softer,  and  yields  more  readily 

more  as  if  the  part  were  gorged  with  venous  when  pressed  by  the  point  of  the  finger,  and 

blood  :  this  occurs  in  some  of  the  chronic  sometimes  even  pits  a  little  under  that  pres- 

and  sluggish  forms  of  inflammation,  and  it  sure.     Now  the  central  hardness  is  to  be 

is  often  the  case  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  ascribed  to  an  effusion  into  the  cellular  tez- 

gangrene.     Sometimes  the  redness  is   dis-  ture  of  the  part,  of  a  fluid,  which,  transparent 

tinctly  circumscribed,  or  in  patches ;    and  at  first,  speedily  becomes  opaque  and  more 

sometimes  it  is  diffused  in  a  general  blush  consistent,  and  at  last  assumes  a  solid  form  : 

over  a  large  space.  this  is  what   is   commonly   called,  in  this 

The  redness  may,  and  often,  does,  remain  country,    coagulable    lymph.      The  softer 
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swdling  at  the  circumference  of  the  tumid  and  others,  have  corrected  many  erroneoaa 

part  prooe^la  from  the  effusion  of  a  thinner  notions  which  fcrmerly  prevailed  upon  this 

fluid,  of  serumi  into  the  cellular  tissue.  Under  subject. 

▼ery  violent  inflammation ,  blood  in  substance  In  order  to  comprehend  the  minute  phie- 

is  poured  out  into  the  same  parts.    When  nomena  of  inflammation,  you  must  have  a 

the  central  portion  of  the  swelling  softens  clear  conception  of  the  constituent  elements 

and  becomes  pointed,  this  part  of  &e  whole  of  the  blood,  and  of  the  main  changes  it  is 

enlargement  is  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  liable  to   undergo.      The   rough  anatomy, 

quantity  of  pus.     The  different  liquids  that  rather  than  the  chemistry  of  die  blood,  is 

I   have  now  been  mentioning  are  of  great  what  I  allude  to. 

importance,   and  play    a  conspicuous  but  The  blood  consists  of  red  particles,  or 

diversified  part  in  altering  textures.     Bloodt  globules,   and  of  a  transparent  colourless 

serum:     albuminous    fluid    or    coagulable  fluid  called  lymph,    or    liquor    sanguinis. 

lymph  :  pus.     They  are  called  the  products  Miiller  succeeded  in  separating  these   two 

of  inflammation.     We  are  sure  that  inflam-  constituents  of  the  blood  by  filtering  through 

mation  has  been  at  work  if  we  meet  with  paper  that  of  a  frog,  which  contains  very 

certain  of  these  products.     We  are  not  sure  large  red  globules.     The   liquor  sanguinis 

there  has  been  inflammation  if  we  perceive  thus  obtained  separates  ppontaneously,   by 

mere   redness  : — we  are  not  always  sure  if  coagulation,  into  two  parts,  into  serum  and 

we  find  serum  only : — ^we  are  not  sure  if  we  fibrin,  the  last  having  previously  existed  in 

find  blood  alone : — we  are  tolerably  certain  solution  in  the  liquor  sanguuiis. 

if  we  discover  pus.;  we  are  certain  at  least  When  the  coagulation  is  suffered  to  take 

that  there  has  bisen  inflammation  somewhere,  place  without  any  attempt  to  remove  the  red 

though  doubts  have  been  started  whether  the  particles,  these  are  entangled  and  enclosed 

pus  is  not  sometimes   conveyed    from   an  in  the  fibrin  as  it  becomes  solid ;    and  the 

inflamed  part  to  oUier  parts  of  the  body,  common  weU-known  appearance  of  clot  and 

We  are  quite  sure  that  there  has  been  inflam-  serum  occurs.     You  may  even  then  wash  out 

mation  in  a  part  if  we  find  coagulable  lymph  the  red  particles  from  the  clot,  and  leave  the 

in   that  part.      This  often  remains,   as  a  fibrin. 

monument  of  the  inflammation,  during  life  :  I  must  now  recur  to  the  experiments  and 

it  frequently  becomes  organized,  furnished  observations  of  Kaltenbninner.     I   should 

with  blood-vessels,  and  a  great  number  of  have  told  you,  on  a  previous  occasion,  that 

changes,   some    reparative,    some    morbid,  various  stimulant  substances,  mechanical  or 

depend  upon  its  presence.     I  shall  have  to  chemical,  when  applied  to  the  web  of  a  frog's 

recur  to  these  products    of   inflammation  foot,  will  produce  irregular  disturbances  in 

hereafter.  the  circulation,  which  irregular  disturbances 

The  degree  of  swelling  in  diffierent  cases  you  are  not  to  confound  with  true  conges- 
depends  partly  on  the  intensity  of  the  inflam-  tion :  in  like  manner  you  must  avoid  con- 
mation,  partly  on  the  nature  and  texture  of  founding  them  with  the  phaenomena  of  in- 
the  structures  affected.  Jtammation,  which  are  always  preceded  by 

I  need  scarcely  observe  that  swelling  may  those  of  true  congestion.      Kaltenbninner 

exist  without   any  inflammation.     Hernia,  found  likewise,  that  (just  as  in  congestion) 

simple    anasarcous   enlargements,    disloca-  a  certain  interval  of  time  generally  happened 

tions,  will  occur  to  you  as  every-day  examples  between  the  application  of  the  exciting  cause 

of  swellings  that  have  no  necessary  connexion  and  the  apparent  development  of  the  inflam- 

with  inflammation.  mation.     This  accords  with  what  we  observe 

On  the  other   hand,  inflammation    may  to  be  the  case  in  respect  to  local  injuries, 

exist    without,   any    appreciable    swelling,  and  to  those  local  internal  inflammations 

Inflammation  of  the   sclerotic  coat  of  the  that  are  apt  to  be  produced  by  exposure  to 

eye,  for  instance,  may  be  present,  without  cold.     There  is  a  pause  before  the  mischief 

any  swelling  cognizable  by  our  senses.  lights  up :   or  (to  take  the  metaphor  from 

We  have  seen,  in  this  review  of  the  symp-  the  eggs  of  birds)  there  is  a  period  during 

toms  of  inflammation,  how  much  they  seve-  which  the  inflammation  seems  to  be  hatching, 

rally  depend,  the   pain,  the  swelling,   the  and  it  is  called  accordingly  a  period  of  t'ncti- 

redness,  and  the  heat,  upon  the  increased  bation.     Kaltenbrunner  diescribes  inflamma- 

influx  of  blood  into  the  part.  tion  to  be  a  regular  process — as  he  had  also 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  pause  here  described  congestion  to  be. 
for  a  moment  to  enquire  what  has  been  On  looking  then  at  the  web,  to  which 
ascertained  in  respect  to  the  actual  condition  some  violence  had  been  done,  he  observed, 
of  the  capillaries  of  an  inflamed  part,  and  of  after  the  first  irregular  disturbances  were 
the  blood  they  contain.  Much  has  been  over,  and  when  the  period  of  incubation  had 
learned  on  these  points  by  patient  and  minute  elapsed — he  found  (I  say)  that  an  afflux  of 
observation  with  the  microscope,  and  by  blood  took  place  to  the  part  about  to  be  in- 
reasoning  upon  the  facts  thus  brought  to  flamed.:  the  velocity  of  the  blood  in  the 
light      Kaltenbrunner,    Gehdrin,   Miiller,  vessels  was  greatly  accelerated ;   the  vesseU 
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tbenifelTefl  were  ditteiided  and  tente,  and  tiply  lome  how.    Tlie  qneition  unit  be 

therefore  disposed  to  tighten  upon  the  Mood  regarded  as  adhue  tubjudiet. 
they  contained — ^the  functions  of  the  part.        Certainly  much  which  used  to  be  thought 

that  is  to  say,  the  secretion  and .  absorption  mysterious  in  the  process  of  JnAammation 

of  lymph,  were  interrupted ;  the  blood  un-  has  been  rendered  more  simple  and  intelligi- 

derwent  an  evident  change — or  it  failed  to  ble  by  modem  researdi*    Most  of  the  events 

undergo  the  proper  changes :   its  globules  or  consequences  of  that  process  are  tneeaUe 

■tuck  together,  and  the  parenchyma  of  the  to  the  stagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  oapilla- 

web  became  tumefied.    Now  all  this  is  just  ries,  and  to  the  changes  vdiich  the  stagnant 

what  I  represented  to  you  in  a  former  lecture  blood  subsequently  undergoes, 
as  constituting  the  state  of  the  blood-vessels        I  must  not  omit  to  tell  you  what  Kaften- 

xmder  active  congestion :  and  I  also  told  you,  brunner  says  about  tiie  direct  absorption 

at  that  time,  that  such  congestion  was  just  that  takes  plsoe  in  the  inflamed  part.      He 

one  step  short  of  inflammation.     The  con-  found  that  the  colouring  matter,  and   the 

gestion  now  described  increases,  until,  at  adipout  matter,  were  thus  taken  away.     The 

length,  this  remarkable  alteration  happens :  web  of  a  frog's  foot  is  speckled  over  vritii 

the  capillary  tubes,  instead  of  tightening  little  stars  of  five  rays,  caused  by  a  black 

upon  their  contents,  dilate,  or  grow  larger ;  pigment.      The  extremities  of  these  rays 

the  circulation,  at  first  so  rapid,  begins  to  be  gradually  disappear  until  mere  black  points 

delayed  in  some  of   the  capillaries  ;    the  are  left  in  the  places  of  the  stars.    He  says 

direction  of  its  motion  becomes  uncertain }  that  he  has  been  lucky  enough  to  catch  the 

it  oscillates,  as  it  were,  irregularly  in  those  exact  moment  when  the  blood,  circulating 

vessels,   and  at  last  stops  altogether,  the  rapidly  in  the  canab,  has  detached  a  partide 

globules  cohering  in  irregular  masses,  and  from  one  of  the  rays,  and  carried  it  into  the 

thus   points   qf  stagnation    are    formed ;  torrent  of  the  circulation.      In  the  sound 

and    these.' points    of    stagnation,    if   the  state,  the  mesenteric  vessels  of  the  rabbit  are 

affection  goes  on  increasing,  augment  in  size,  surrounded  with  much  fat.     When  the  me- 

and  multiply  in  number.     Around  them,  sentery  is  inflamed,  the  adipous  cells  soon 

beyond  their  circumference,  the  circulation  empty  themselves  :   a  number  of  capillary 

remains  still  very  rapid,  and  the  congestion  canals  develope  themselves  on  the  walls  o( 

peraists.      This  is  inflammation^--o{  which  those  cells,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  (at  is 

the  characteristic  or  pathognomonic  feature  carried  off  by  the  blood  circulating  in  these 

is  the  formation  of  these  points  qf  stagna-'  canals, 
'ftofi.  Another    curious  and   interesting    sight 

Now  one  early  consequence  of  the  stagna-  witnessed  by  Kaltenbrunner  was  the  forma- 
tion of  the  blood  is,  that  a  portion  of  it  tion  of  new  blood-canals.  He  says  that  in 
transudes  through  the  sides  of  the  vessels  an  organ  recently  inflamed,  when  the  circn- 
oontaining  it :  the  serum  ;  or  the  liquor  lation  is  accelerated,  globules  of  blood  may 
sanguinis  ;  or  even  sometimes  the  blood  be  seen  to  sally,  all  of  a  sudden,  from  some 
itself,  red  particles  and  all.  The  effused  capillary,  pass  into  the  surrounding  paren- 
serum  remains,  or  is  absorbed,  as  serum,  chyma,  force  themselves  a  channel,  and 
The  fibrin,  when  it  has  so  transuded,  con-  reach  another  capiUary  canal.  Thus  a  new 
cretes,  and  thus  the  interatioes  of  tissues'  capillary  channel  is  formed ;  the  blood  cir- 
are  filled  up,  and  layera  of  coagulable  or  culates  through  it ;  its  formation  is  often  the 
coagulated  lymph  are  formed  upon  the  sur-  work  of  a  few  seconds  only.  As  the  same 
faces  of  inflamed  parts,  constituting  false  thing  is  repeated  in  different  parts,  a  rich 
membranes ;  and  undo*  certain  circum-  net- work  of  new  capillary  canals  is  added  to 
stances,  already  adverted  to,  other,  or  far-  the  original  set,  whereby  it  happens  that 
ther,  changes  take  pUu:e :  the  red  particles  organs  which  in  the  sound  state  are  but 
which  have  passed  into  the  inflamed  tissue,  slenderly  (umished  with  capillary  vessels  (as 
or  which  still  remain  stagnant  in  the  capilla-  the  mesentery  of  the  rabbit)  present  an 
ries,  undergo  a  remarkable  transformation,  astonishing  number  under  inflammation, 
lose  their  coloured  capsules,  become  yellow.  While  new  capillary  vesseb  form,  the  old 
grow  larger,  and  are  converted  into  globules  ones  dilate,  and  assume  the  appearance  of 
of  pus.  So  that  pus  is  nothing  else  than  small  arteries  or  veins  according  as  they  are 
altered  blood.  continuous  with  the  arteries,  or  border  on 

But  pus  appeara  also  to  be  formed  in  a  the  veins, 
more  rapid  manner,  by  a  sort  of  secretion :        The  fact  has  long  been  known  that  when 

it  almost  streams,  sometimes,  from  the  sur-  coagulable  lymph  has  been  poured  out,  in 

laces  of  mucous  membranes.     It  has  lately  inflammation,  blood-vessels  gradually  fbrm 

been  affirmed  that  certain  globules,  visible  in  it,  whereby  it  obtains  a  vascular  connec- 

in  blood  drawn  during  iMalth,  and  lai^r  tion  with  the  surrounding  textures,  and  be- 

than  the  rest,  are  pus-globules  ;  and  that  comes  a  living  portion  of  the  body :   and 

under  inflammation  these  pus^-globules  mul-  these  microscopic  disclosures  of  the  manner 
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in  whidi  they  form  appear  to  me  to  potmi  PAROCHIAL  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

a  pecmuur  interest. 

I  should  be  making  a  very  wasteful  use  of  .  .,  _^  ^  ^i.  «  .  .  i  »*  ,.  , 
your  time  and  of  my  own.  if  I  entered  into  ^^  ^  meeting  of  the  Pronncial  Medical 
the  undecided  and  unprofitable  disputes  that  Aswcuition  at  Southampton,  Dr.  Has^ 
have  been  raised  respecting  the  vital  oondi-  ^  *  }^J^^  ^^  ^  addressed  by 
tions  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  inflammation.  Serjeant  Talfourd  to  Mr.  Rumsey,  of 
While  some  have  pretended  that  the  action  Gloucester,  m  reference  to  the  learned 
of  the  smaU  Yeasels  is  increased,  others  |erg«mt «  Propo«ed  biU  on  the  subject  of 
assert  that  it  is  dimuushed;  that  the  vessels  Poor  Law  Medical  Rehef.  It  wasasfoUowsi- 
are  in  a  state  of  atony.  For  my  own  part  I  Sergeante'  Inn,  19th  July,  1840. 
have  never  yet  seen  any  conclusive  evidence  i«  %»     j 

that  the  sraaU  vessels  possess  any  vital  con-  , .  J^^  °^  ?^'""^  ^"  ^^^  *^®  ciaxuea 
tractUe  power  distinct  from  their  elasticity.  ^^^\*  ^".  ™  r?'  consideration  I  have  been 
And  granting  them  such  a  power,  it  is  ex-  ^'l***  ^^ve  their  subject,  seem  to  me  de- 
tremcly  difficult  to  conceive  how  any  increase  n™Dle,  as  additions  to  any  bUl  which  may 
in  their  vital  contraction  should  produce  ihe  ^    mtroduced    by    the    Government    for 
changes  that  are  observed  in  inflammation.  JJ?cn™g  t*f  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
Certainly  we  have  no  warrant  that  any  such  ™  determmabon  of  ministers,  founded  on 
contraction  takes  place,  in  the  results  of  ™  ^*®  ™  P'*™"^  business,  to  postpone  the 
microscopical  examination  of  the  vessels  of  consideration  of  the  bill  which  they  had 
an  inflamed  part.      The  inquiry  might  be  bought  m  to  another  session,  has  deprived 
more  properly  directed,  I  think,  into  the  "5  °^  "^®  opportunity  which,  in  accordance 
vital  conditions  of  the  nerve*  of  the  part :  but  ^V*.  ^^  "°'*^»  ^  ^^^^  ^^«  embraced,  of 
here  we  are  wholly  in  the  dark.  seekmg  to   obtain  for  them  Mw  year  the 
I  do  not  think  it  so  evident  as  some  have  "auction  of  the  House  of  Commons.    The 
supposed  it  to  be  that  a  greater  quantity  of  ^'  difficulties  which  attend  the  progress 
blood  than  is  natural  passes  through  an  in-  t»^"ffti^the  House  of  any  bill  which  is  not 
flamed  part  in  a  given  time.     It  is  quite  "^jMned  by  official  power  or  urged  by  party 
true-^and  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be  ««l-HhfficultiM  which  have  for  four  years 
aware  of  it— that  the  arterial  trunks  leading  pre^'^ited  me  from  obtaining  another  object, 
to  an  inflamed  part  often  pulsate  with  more  f^^J^ough  supported  by  huge  majorities,  have 
than  ordinary  force,  and.  if  opened,  project  >»d^ced  me  to  r^ard  the  committal  of  a  bill 
a  jet  of  blood  farther  than  they  would  na-  conducted  by   Government  as  affording  a 
torally  project  it.     It  is  true  also  that  a  °^'^^  chance  for  the  due  consideration  of 
venous  trunk  leading  from  an  inflamed  part  ™  claims  of  ^e  medical  profession  than 
will  discharge  a  greater  quantity  of  blood  in  ^^^  ^  obtained  by  attempting  a  substantive 
a  given  time  than  a  corresponding  vein  lead-  ™a»a«  J  «nd  «s  the  short  existence  proposed 
ing  from  a  sound  part.     Mr.  Lawrence  de-  ™'*  ™  commission-continuance  biU  seemed 
claies  that  he  has  frequently  tried  this  expe-  *o  me  to  nmder  a  proposal  for  adding  these 
riment,  and  always  with  similar  resulte.    He  ^'*^****  ^  ^*  ^»"  inadmissible,  I  have  seen 
has  found  it  necessary  to  bleed  a  patient  ?«  course  opai  to  me  except  to  defer  the 
whose  hand  and  forearm  were  inflamed ;  and  "Jtroduction  of  Ae  clauses  until  next  session, 
he  has  opened  a  vein  m  each  arm,  and  has  P«^'>*P»  **»  delay  may  be  attended  with 
found  that  within  the  same  space  of  time,  «>mc  compentttions,  as  I  have  thought  it 
the  two  veins  being  opened  at  the  same  f^Pedient,  m  framing  the  clauses,  to  depart 
moment,  about   three    tunes    more  blood  ^  some  particulars  from  the  propositions 
flowed  from  the  vein  of  the  inflamed  limb  contained  m  my  letter  to  you  of  August  hist, 
than  from  that  of  the  sound.    But  it  scarcely  "***  *'  "  ™°*'  desirable  that  the  amendmente 
follows  from  this  that  more  blood  circulates  ^  H  "^^5?**^  *?  *^c  Legishiture  should 
through  the  part   actuaUy  hiflamed  :    the  ««*  be  si^ject  to  the  correction  of  the  pro- 
activity  of  the  circulaUon  in  the  vessels  that  ^^<^f  ^J^ose  feelings  and  opinions  I  have 
remain  pervious,  and  are  merely  congested,  °°*y  ^  embody  m  form,  and  humbly  to 
around  the  focus  of  inflammation,  is  greatly  reprwent  and  enforce, 
increased,  and  more  blood  circuUtes  through  ,     ^™"8  the  slighter  modiflcaiiona  of  the 
the  limb :  and  yet  the  blood  may  be  stagnant.  Pi??  contamed  m  my  tetter  of  August,  you 
or  scarcely  cirxjulate  at  all,  in  the  very  part  I!"  ^^5^7*  ^  }.  ^^  ?**'  »ttwnpted  to 
that  is  strictiy  and  truly  inflamed.     How-  ^^P*  J^  ]? ^  ™*  .^!^*"  ?f  jwnnncratwn  to 
ever,  the  fact  of  this  increased  afflux  of  blood  medical  officers,  withm  which  the  dueretion 
towards  the  parts  concerned  in  the  inflam-  ?'**»«  Guardians  may  be  exerted ;  but  t^t 
matory  process  \b  an  important  one,  ^  ^7^  ^  ?>«?*«*  ^  make  it  imper^ve 
'^                       '^  on  the  Commissioners  to  issue  orders  frwn 
^.^  time  to  time,  prescribing  such  limits,  and  to 

prohibit  all  attempte  to  obtain  tenders.     I 
have  adopted  this  course  after  many  and 
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liiborious  endeayoun  at  once  to  lay  down  in  EngUmd  and  Wales,  in  addition  to  the 

roles  and  to  leave  necessary  discretion  to  the  three  Commissioners  appointed  under  sach. 

Commissioners,  both  as  to  the  amount  and  Acts,  and  to  be  styled  "  The  Medical  Poor 

the  mode  of  providing  remuneration,  which  Law  Commissioner  for  England  and  Wales." 

have  convinced  me  that  the  attempt  must  faiL  and  also  from  time  to  time,  at  pleasure. 

Perceiving,  however,  that  there  is  little  dif-  to    remove    such  Medical   Commissioner  ; 

ference  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  and,   upon  any   vacancy  in  the  office    of 

medical  witnesses  respecting  the  amount  of  Medical   Commissioner,    to  appoint    some 

compensation  and  the  proper  mode  of  ap-  other  such  person  to  the  said  office ;  and  that 

plying  it,  I  hope  the  necessity  of  making  thesaid  Medical  Commissioner  shall  beswom. 

orders  on  the  subject  will  practically  ensure  and  his  appointment  notified  in  the  manner 

the  adoption  of  a  course  in  accordance  with  prescribed  in  respect  of  the  other  Poor  Law 

the  moderate  and  just  wishes  of  the  profession.  Commissioners ;  and  that  being  so  appointed 

**  In  providmg  far  ihe    qualification  of  and  sworn, he  d^  attend  at  the  meetings  of 

medical  officers,    I  felt  it  just  to  exempt  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  but  shall  not 

from  the  requisition  of  surgical  honours  the  have  any  voice  at  such  meetings,  except  in 

apothecaries  who  may  be  in  practice  at  the  matters  concerning  the  medical  relief  of  the 

time  ofpassing  the  Act.     I  have  been  induced  sick  poor,  in  which  matters  he  shall  have 

to  recommend  this  exception  by  communi-  equal  voice  with  such  other  Commissioners ; 

cations  I  have   received  from   practitioners  and  all  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  relating 

who    pursue  a  laborious    and    honourable  to  such  m^cal  relief  shall  be  sealed  or 

course,  with  only  the  apothecaries'  license,  in  stamped  with  the  common  seal  of  the  Poor 

remote  districts,   and  who  have  expressed  Law  Commissioners,  and  shall  have  the  same 

painful  apprehensions  lest  the  obligation  to  force  and  effect,  and  be  received  in  evidence 

employ  a  surgeon  should  compel  ^e  intro-  in  like  manner  with  other  orders,  rules,  and 

duction  of  strangers  to  share  their  small  and  regulations,  sealed  or  stamped  with  the  said 

ill-remunerated  practice,   and   whose  fears  seal. 

have  been  expressed  in  a  manner  I  could  u.  The  Medical  CommMoner  to  settle  ihe 

not  resist.     I  have  also  forborne  to  embody  ^ji^tent  and  boundaries  of  medical  district* 

the  proposal  I  once  made,  that  the  Guar-  throughout  England  and  Wales  within 

dians  should  be  compeUed  to  prefer  a  party  three  years,  and  submit  the  scheme  th^reqf 

who  had  resided  a  certain  time  within  the  to  a  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  laid  hefhre 

district,  to  a  stranger,  unless  on  reasons  ap-  Parliament. 

proved  by  the  Commissioners;  as  I  can  con-  And  be  it  enacted— That  the  Medical 
ceive  the  existence  of  reasons  justifying  them  Commissioner,  with  the  aid  and  under  the 
in  decUnmg  to  engage  such  a  resident,  the  authority  of  the  other  Poor  Law  Commis- 
statement  of  which  might  be  very  invidious  gioners,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  painful.  But  m  this  particular,  as  in  all  proceed  with  all  convenient  dispatch  to  take 
others,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  be  instructed  into  consideration  the  size  and  population  of 
by  the  judgment  and  experience  of  your  every  district  for  the  administration  of  me- 
Committee,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  dical  relief  throughout  England  and  Wales, 
their  wisqes.  to  be  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  medical 
"  As  the  additions  which  have  been  made  officer  in  order  to  settle  the  extent  and 
to  the  clauses  since  they  were  printed  arc  houndaries  thereof  upon  the  scheme  foUow- 
chiefly  intended  to  carry  out  important  sug-  ing  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  no  district  shall  in- 
gestions of  your  own,  I  need  not  trouble  you  elude  a  hirger  popuktion  than  ten  thousand 
with  any  explanation  of  their  objects,  but  now  persons. 

leave  you  to  decide  how  far  the  language  I  That 'districts  of  greater  area  than  eight 

have  used  aptly  represents  your  meanmg,  and  thousand  acres  (about  twelve  square  miles) 

IS  calcu  ated  to  accomphsh  your  purpose.  ghaU  not  include  a  population  of  more  than 

I  remam,  my  dear  sir,  fo^,  thousand  persons. 

Yours  faitfifiUly,       ^^  That  districts  of  greater  area  than  one 

1.  JN.  lALFOUKD.  thousand  acres  (about  one  and  a  half  square 

p&OPosED  CLAusBS.  mile)  shall  not  include  a  population  of  more 

I.  A  medical  commissioner  to  be  appointed  than  six  thousand  persons. 

in  addition  to  the  three  Poor  Law  Com^  That  districts  of  area  less  than  one  thou- 

missioners,  sand  acres  may  contain  a  population  not  ex- 

And  be  it  enacted— That  it  shall  be  lawful  ceeding  ten  thousand  persons, 

for  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors  by  And  that  the  Medical  Commissioner  shall, 

warrant  under  the  royal  sign  manual,   to  within  three  years  after  the  passing  of  this 

appoint  one  fit  person,  being  a  physician  or  act,  complete  the  regulation  of  all  districts 

surgeon  lawfully  qualified  to  practise  in  phy-  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  submit 

sic  or  surgery,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  the  scheme  thereof,  specifying  the  extent,  and 

five  years,  to  be  a  Commissioner  to  carry  boundaries,  and  population  of  all  such  dis- 

into  execution  the  Acts  relating  to  the  poor  tricts  to  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of 
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State  ;  and  snch  echeme  shall  be  laid  before  V.  Guardians  to  determine  the  amoHnt  qf 

both  Houses  of  Parliament  within  six  weeks  remuneration  to  be  received  by  medical 

after  the  receipt  of  the  same  by  such  princi-  officers y  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Com" 

pal  Secretary  of  State,  if  Parliament  be  then  missioners,   but  not   to  advertise  for  or 

sitting  ;  or  if  Parliament  be  not  then  sitting,  seek  to  obtain  tenders. 

then  within  six  weeks  after  the  next  meeting  A.nd  be  it  enacted — ^That  the  remunera- 

thereof.  tion  to  be  received  by  medical  oflQcers  shall 

III.  The  Medical  Commissianer  and  Poor  in  all  cases  be  fixed  and  determined  by  the 
Law  Commiseioners  to  make  orderv  and  guardians  of  the  poor  of  every  Umon,  ac 
prescribe  limits  to  the  remuneration  qf  «>r^  ^^  ^h^""  discretion,  subject  to  any 
medical  officers,  with  power  to  suspend  or  liniitations  imd  ^ections  which  may  be 
vary  such  orders.  contamed  m  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners, 

.     ,   ,      .^          !   «     M«   .    .«      -kr  ••    1  and  that  such  euardians  shall  not  attempt, 

And  be  It  ciwcted--That   the    Medical  ,      advertisement  or  other  pubUc  notifica- 

Commissioner  and  the  ottier  Poor  Law  Com-  ^^^^  ^^  .^        ^^^^  whatsoever,  to  obtain 

missioners  shdl  from  tame  to  time  make  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^l^^j      ^  ^^^  remunera- 

ordcre,  wh«reby  they  shall  prescnbe  hmits  ^.^^  ^  ^  ^^^  f^^  ^^^  performance  of  the 

vnthm  which  the  remuneration  of  medial  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^£^^ 
officers  may  m  every  case  be  determmea  by  the 

Guardians  of  every  Union,  provided  always  VI.  Qualification  qf  medical  officers. 

that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  «iid  Comma-  ^„^  ^  .^  enacted-That  no  person  shall 

sioners  at  any  time  to  suspend  or  vary  tfie  ,jereafter  be  eligible  to  receive  the  appoint- 

operation  of  imoh  orders  m  any  particular  ^^^  ^^  ^^j^  ^^^  ^^         district  not 

case  or  cases,  by  writing  under  the  bands  of  ^^    ^^    quaUfied  to  practise  as  a  surgeon 

any  two  or  more  of  them,   of  whom   the  .^d  physician,  or  as  a  surgeon  and  apothe- 

Medical  Commissioner  shall  be  one.  ^^^  ^^  he  shall  be  in  actual  practice  as 

IV.  Every  medical  officer  to  make  an  annual  f  8«ijf«n  ^  apothcauy  at  the  time  of  pass- 

dUtrict  report,  tmd  transmit  the  same  to  "?« .^V'  *^.{  u"*'*^.'^l"''  ^u'^^?  *^.^i  ~ 

the     Medical    Commissioner,    and     the  cli^We  until  he  shall  have  been  m  surgical  or 

Medical  Commissioner  to  mahe  a  peneral  medical  practice  for  three  years. 

current  report,    to  be  mmexed  to   the  yu    The  expense  of  medical  relief  to  be  a 

report  qf  the  Poor  Law  Commtsstoners,  parochial  charge. 

and  laid  with  it  b^re  Parliament.  a   j  u    •*.         *.  j     rm.  i.  •      n            ^i. 

.     ,  ,      .^          ^  .      r™   i  Ai-          j«    1  And  be  it  enacted — That  m  all  cases  the 

And  be  It  enacted— That  the  medi^  expenses  of  medicines  and  administering 
officer  of  every  district  shall,  on  or  before  Ae  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  I,  ^^  ^  '^ 
25th.day  of  March  m  every  y«ur  *fter  the  ^j^^  ^y^^  -^  ^^  ^^  Union,  in  pro- 
passmg  of  this  Act,  transmit  to  the  Mediral  ^ion  to  the  expense  incun-ed  on  behalf  of 
Commissioner  a  distnct  report,  statmg  the  ^j^^  parishioners  of  each  parish  who  shall  re- 
number of  persons  who  shall  have  received  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^f 

medical    relief   during  the  precedmg  year 

within  his  district,  the  expenses  of  such 

relief,  and  the  proportions  and  manner  in  ^^  THE 

which  such  expenses  have  been  or  will  be  STRUCTURE  OF  NORMAL  AND 

defrayed,  the  distance  of  his  own  place  of  ADVENTITIOUS  BONE. 

abode  from  the  most  remote  inhabited  part  _ 

of  hia  district,  and  if  he  shall  not  reside  7^  ^^  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

therein,    in   addition   to    such    particulars  c,,. 

as  aforesaid,  the  distance  of  his  place  of  m„_  •   ^i  '  ^j  ««,>«,  «^«f«;«o  ♦!,«  .^,.u 

dx>de  from  the  nearest  inhabited  part  of  The  inclosed  paper  contains  the  result 

such  district,  and  all  such  other  matters  bs  of  observations  on  the  structure  of  bone, 

the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  shaU  by  their  ^^  at  vanous  times  during  the  last 

orders  from  time  to  time  require  to  be  in-  g^ee  years.     It  was  read  before  the 

eluded  in  snch  district  report.  Royal  Society  last  winter,  and  I  have 

And  that  the  Medical  Commissioner  shall  now  added  here  and  there  new  matter 

once  in  every  year  prepare  a  general  report,  from  my  physiolo^cal  note-book, 

comprising  the  substance  of  such  district  I  remain,  sir, 

reports,  and  all  proceedings  of  the  Poor  Law  Your  obedient  servant, 

Commissioners  relating  to  medical  relief  in  Alfred  Smee, 

such  year,  and  cause  such  general  report  to  Surgeon  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to 

be  annexed  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Poor  Xfs^Uon"*  ^*'^''  *^"^"*'  ^*°*** 

Law  Commissioners,  in  order  that  the  same  n-«v  «/ i?«f i!!!!Vr^'f  o^»i,  ie^ 

may  be  submitted  therewith  to  one  of  the  ^^^  of  England.  Oct.  27th,  IMO. 

principal    Secretaries   of   State,    and   laid  The  intimate  or  microscopic  structure 

therewith  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  of  bone  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
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investigation  both  in  this  conntry  and  A  jonction  iti  effected  between  the 

abroad,  yet  there  still  appears  to  be  oorptiscules  and  the  Haversian  canabs, 

much  scope  for  farther  discoveries.   To  and  also  between  corpuscules  and  the 

the  uninitiated  the  structure  of  bone  mar^ns  of  the  bone,  by  numerous  little 

under  the  microscope  is  one  of  the  most  fine  lines  which  communicate  in  every 

splendid    sights    possible.       To    the  direction  with  the  neighbouring  cor- 

initiated,    though   ne  may  often  have  puscules.  These  fine  lines  also  connect 

participated  in  the  pleasure  of  examin-  the  corpu&cules  of  the  extreme  circles 

ing,  it  yet  the  beautiful  arrangement  round  each  Haversian  canal  with  the 

never  ceases    to    afford    the    greatest  corresponding  corpuscules  of  the  neigb- 

delight.  bouring  canal.      Between  the  system 

The  best   mode    of   preparing  the  of   corpuscules  surrounding  the   Ha- 

sections  of  bone  is  to  cut  portions,  of  a  versian   canal  there  is  no  row  taking 

convenient  thickness,  witn  a  saw,  and  the  general  direction  of  the  bone,  as 

then  to  rub  one  surface  quite  smooth  some  have  asserted, 

on  a  hone,  and  afterwards  to  polish  it  If  the  Haversian  canals  are  examined 

upon  a  piece  of  leather ;  a  slip  of  glass  in  a  recent  subject,  where  the  capillaries 

is  then  to  be  obtained,  and  one  or  two  are  well  filled  with  blood,  they  are 

drops  of  balsam  of  Canada  are  to  be  observed  to  contain  vascular  tubes,  and 

placed  on  one  surface :  the  polished  the  blood  can  be  distinctly  recognised 

side  of  the  bone  is  to  be  put  on  the  in  them.    To  ascertain  this  fact  it  is 

balsam,  the  glass  is  to  be  heated,  which  better  that  the  bone  be  scraped,  and  no 

melts  the  lu^lsam,  and  causes  it,  when  heat  applied  to  fix  the  bone  to  the 

cool,  to  hn  the  section  firmly  on  the  glass. 

glass..   The  next  operation  is  to  polish  The  corpuscules  arc  aiYanged  around 

tne  opposite  side    of   the  bone,  and  the   Haversian    canals  in  a  series  of 

render  it  sufficiently  thin  to  be  trans-  rows  proportionate  to  the  size  of  the 

lucent,  which  is  to  be  effected  either  canaLs:    thus  a  small  canal  has  one, 

by  grinding  it  upon  a  hone,  or,  if  the  two,  or  three  rows  round  it,  while  a 

section  is  very  thidc  in  the  first  instance,  large  canal  has  five  or  six  rows.     It  is 

by  filing  the  bone  down  to  the  required  to  be  noticed  that  the  rows  around  the 

thinness;    lastly,   the  specimen  is  to  medullary  canal  and  external  edge  of 

be  polished  as  before.     Occasionally  the  bone  seldom  exceed  two  or  tlu-ee 

the  structure  is  best  seen  by  scraping  series. 

down  the  bone,  but  this  is  a  temous  An  opinion  is  very  prevalent  amongst 

operation,  and  seldom  required.  physiologists  that   these  little  bodies 

The  sections  by  these  processes  are  are  solid ;  and  many  consider  that  they 

made  extremely  thin,  ana  are  now  fit  consist  of  the  phosphate  of  lime  and 

for  examination    by  the  microscope,  earthy  matter  of  bone;  but  this  opinion 

The  canals  of  Havers  are  seen  conspi-  appears  to  be  incorrect,  from  viewing 

cuously  when  the  bone  is  moderately  sections  of  bone  under  dificrent  cir- 

magnified.    They  are  irregular  canals  cumstances. 

runninfi^  for  the  most  part  in  the  direc-  A  similar  opinion  has  been  enter- 

tion  of  the   long  axis   of  the   bone,  tained  of  the  fine  lines  running  from  the 

and  frequently  anastomosing  with  each  corpuscules,  which  have  been  termed 

other.    They  are   frequently  seen  to  the  calcigerous  tubes,  but  I  would  sug- 

arise  either  from  the  external  or  in-  gest  the  name  of  corpuscular  lines  or 

temal  margin  of  the  bone.  tubes,  as  the  truth  of  this  will  be  shown 

Around  these  canals  are  small  irre-  presently, 

gular  bodies,  arranged  in  circles,  and  When  a  section  of  fresh  bone  is 

Having    the    surfaces  parallel   to  the  examined,  these  bodies  appear  o|)aque 

long  diameter,  looking  towards  their  as  well  as   their  lines ;  but  when   a 

several  canals.  Apart  from  these  series  section  from  the  same  bone  is  tho- 

of  corpuscules,  attached  to  the  Ha-  roughly  boiled  in  balsam  of  Canada, 

versian  canals  is  a  row  running  round  the  balsam  enters  the  canals  of  Havers, 

both  the  exterior  edee  of  the  bone  and  the  corpuscular  lines  disappear,  with  few 

the  edge  of  the  medullary  cavity.  These  exceptions,  and  some  of  the  corpuscules 

run  round  every  filament  of  the  cellular  liccome  transparent  and  nearly  invisible, 

tissue  of  bone,  which,  unless  any  por-  and  others  partially  trdnsparcnt.     Tlie 

tion  happens  to  be  very  thick,  has  more  same  eflVct  has  been  produced  by  our 

of  the  Haversian  canals.  forefatlicrs  in    their    process    of  em- 
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iKilming;  for  in  the  tibia  of  amumniyy  light  still  appear  white  when  viewed 

which  I  possess,  the  corpiiscules  are  by  reflected  light,  for  some  are  seen  as 

transparent,  and  most    of   them    are  white  rin^  on  a  black  gronnd,  and 

decidedly  filled  with  a  yellow  matter  others  as  rings  having  a  little  irregular 

similar  to  that  which  exists  in    the  white  matter    in    the    centre.       The 

blood-vessels.     The  corpuscular  lines  whiteness  of  the  corpuscules  is  owing 

are    so  translucent  as  to  be  scarcely  to    the    reflection  of  light  from    the 

vinible.     In    this    case  the  canals  of  surface   of    the    corpuscules,    whilst 

Havers  were  also  filled  with  yellow  between  them  it  passes  to  the  back,  and 

matter.  is  absorbed.    The  same  effect  is  pro- 

When  the  section  of  recent  bone  is  duced  when  a  piece  of  black  cloth  or 

ground   down  to  the  utmost  possible  scratched  glass  is  viewed  under  similar 

limit,  the  corpuscules  either  appear  as  a  circumstances,    in    wliich    cases    the 

transparent  irregular  oval  ring,  or  they  elevations  on  the  one  and  the  deprcs- 

havc  the  appearance  of  containing  some  sions  in  the  other  appear  white, 
shrivelled  matter  in  their  interior.     In        If,  however,  the  piece  of  mummy 

these  cases  the  section  of  bone  is  only  bone  before  mentioned  be  examined  by 

a  portion  of  corpuscule  in  thickness.  reflected  light,  the  transparency  of  the 

The  corpuscules  with  the  lines  are  corpuscules  allows  the  ught,  in  some 

exceedingly  opaque  when  a  section  of  degree,  to  pass,  and  that  part  which  is 

bone  is  examined  in  which  the  canals  reflected  appears  of  the  same  yellow 

of  Havers  are  filled  apparently  with  colour  as  when  the  section  is  viewed  by 

adipocire,  which  occasionally  happens  transmitted  light, 
after  maceration.  Such  are  the  principal  circumstances 

Ifa  thin  section  ofbone  is  thoroughly  which  modify  tne  appearances  of  the 

calcined,  then  soaked  in  oil,  and  after-  corpuscules,  and  which  may  be  thus 

wards  carefully  ground  down  extremely  summed  up  :    first,   that    the    earthy 

thin,  the  canals  of  Havers,  the  corpus-  matter  is  associated  with  the  animal 

cules,  and  corpuscular  canals,  will  be  matter,  and  pervades  every  part  of  the 

quite  visible  in  the  substance  of  the  bone,  which  is  shown  in  tne  section  of 

bone.*  burnt  bone ;  secondly,  that  the  corpus- 

When  the  earthy  matter  is  removed  cules  may  exist  without  any  earthy 

from   calcined   bone,  the  corpuscular  matter  being  there,  as  in  the  jcartilage 

lines  disappear,  but   the   corpuscules  of  the  shark,  or  the  animal  matter  of 

themselves,    though    transparent,    arc  bone  which  is  left  after  maceration ; 

still  visible.  thirdly,   that  the  corpuscular   canals 

In  these  instances  the  examination  communicate  with  the  Haversian  canal, 
has  been  made  by  transmitted  light;  as  the  specimens  boiled  in  Canada 
but  diflferences,  according  to  circum-  balsam  prove ;  fourthly,  that  the 
stances,  are  seen  when  the  object  is  corpuscules  present  themselves  under 
viewed  by  light  thrown  on  the  surface,  two  circumstances,  for  they  are  either 
The  corpuscules  with  the  li^es  appear  opaque,  as  in  recent  and  adipocire 
white  when  a  thin  section  is  exammed  bone,  or  transparent,  as  in  those  boiled 
with  a  dark  groimd  underneath  it ;  but  in  baJsam  of  Canada,  as  are  also  those 
a  thick  polished  piece  of  bone,  or  a  of  the  mummy  bones, 
section  of  bone  with  a  portion  of  white  All  these  facts  shew  that  the  corpus- 
paper  underneath  it,  noes  not  present  cules  and  corpuscular  lines  are  them- 
these  appearances.  The  reflection  of  selves  cavities  into  which  the  various 
light  from  the  deeper  corpuscules  is  the  substances  enter.  We  have  already 
reasonwhv  the  corpuscules  arc  not  appa-  mentioned  that,  in  the  bones  of  mum- 
rent  in  a  tnick  section,  nor  when  white  mies,  a  yellow  matter  is  found  in  the  cor- 
paperisplacedundemeath  one  of  greater  puscules  similar  in  appearance  to  that 
tenuity.  Those  corpuscules  whicn  pre-  filling  up  the  Haversian  canals.  That 
sent  a  transparent  ring  by  transmitted  they  are  cavities  is  farther  proved  by 

^^  ,  ^ -z p-r- ■   \.  the    corpuscules   appearing   as    rings 

*  The  labour  aud  care  reqaired  to  miilce  theie  ,„i,„„    4^^   „«.«♦;««;«    ^.^-.Z^a    ♦«  ^Z 

•pedmcM  are  very  ffreat.lt  is  better  to  calcine  when    the  section  IS   reduced   to  ex- 

a  thin  section  in  a  crucible,  over  a  hot  fire,  tbvn  treme  tenmty. 

IiJ?!S*  *l™  *?i'  *"*  H!S»?Jf  *t^*Kr  tui?  I?Sf       Attempts  were  made  to  fill  the  cavi- 

penod, ifhen  it  may  be  fixed  to  the  friass  with  ^  ..f;  1         ^         v  x.  v 

balsam  of  Canada.  No  heat  should  be  applied,  but  ties    With    a    coloured    substance    by 

It  must  be  allowed  to  remain  till  it  spontaneously  various  methods,    such    as    had   been 

2Wlir^ui^!r*""'''"*"*^"^  effected  ">  tl»e  bones  of  the  mummy. 
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but  watery  solutions  penetrated  only  are  deeper  than  they  are  brood,  and  ire 
for  a  short  distance  into  the  Haversian  have  already  noticed  that  their  length 
canals,  so  that  double  decomposition  of  is  much  greater  than  their  breadth.  I 
ferrocyanate  of  potass  and  sulphate  of  ^  conceive  that  the  form  of  the  corpus- 
iron  were  found  to  be  useless.  cules  may  be  exactly  given  by  taking  -a 

Balsam    of    Canada    and    dragon's  piece  of  wood  twice  as  deep  as  it  is 

blood  were  melted  together,  and  pieces  broad,  and  twice  or  three  times  as  long 

of  bone  were  then  boiled  in  the  mix-  as  it  is  deep,  and  then  rounding  off  aU 

ture.     On  the    examination    of   thin  its  angles.     Sections  in  different  planes 

sections  of  this,  the  Haversian  canals  through  this  would  present  every  form 

were  found  filled  with  the  compound,  which  is  observed  m  the  corpuscules. 

but  whether  it  entered  farther  I  could  Thus  we  have  seen  that  the  structure 

not  so  satisfactorily  make  up  my  mind  of  bone  is  extremely  simplified,  as  there 

as  to  enable  me  to  state  the  fact  posi-  is    a   medullary  cavity,    from    which 

tively,    but,    upon    the    whole,    after  spring  the  corpuscular  tubes,  and  tliree 

numerous  examinations  of  various  spe-  or  four  layers  of  corpuscules  or  cellules 

cimens  prepared  in  this  manner,  it  may  around  it.     The  same  is  seen  with 

be  statea  that  there  was  an  appearance  regard  to  the  exterior  part  of  the  bone, 

in  those  corpuscules,  immediately  sur-  Between  these  two  layers  run  tubes  for 

rounding  the  canals,  of  its  having  pene-  blood,  irregular  as  to  size,  frequently 

trated  the  cavities ;  but,  perhaps,  the  anastomosinc;  with  their   neighbours, 

facts  already  adduced  require  no  con-  and  having  the  general  direction  of  the 

firmation.  bony  tissue  in  which  they  are  imbedded. 

Having  proved   by  the   results   of  Radiatory  lines  are  spoken  of   by 

direct  observation  that  the  corpuscules  some  as  existing  round  the  Haversian 

are  cells,  and,  therefore,  ill  named  cor-  canals,  but  they  have  no  real  existence, 

puscules,  but  better  cellules,  their  use  and  are  only  the  corpuscular  canals  or 

IS  the  next  point  which  demands  our  lines  seen  deep  in  the  section,  and  out 

notice  ^  but  this  will  probably  be  for  of  focus ;  and  they  are  only  to  be  seen 

ever  theoretical.    Perhaps  they  act  the  when  these  lines  are  opaque,  and  the 

same  part  to  compact  tissue  of  the  section  thick. 

bones  as  cells  do  to  the  celliJar,  namely.  The  cellular  tissue  of  bone  has  no 

that  of  giving  lightness  without  mate-  Haversian  canals ;   for  there  the  cells 

rially  diminishing  their  strength.  have  the  same  relation  to  the  bony 

What  the  particular  structure  of  the  structure  of  each  cell  as  the  Haversian 

bone  is  between  the  corpuscular  Unes  canal  has  to  the  bone  immediately  sur- 

and  corpuscules  there  appears  to  be  no  rounding  it. 

means  of  ascertaining ;  for  the  highest  With    regard    to    the    lamince    of 

power  in  the  thinnest  section  only  ex-  bone  which  have  been  described  by 

nibits  a  transparent  homogeneous  tex-  other  authors,  they  appear  to  me  to 

ture.  exist  only  as  the  result  of  the  ingenuity 

Whether  the  corpuscular  tubes  con-  of  the  anatomist,  for  we  see  that  the 

tain  blood  perhaps  we  may  also   for  shaft  of  a  lon^  bone  consists  of  a  large 

ever  be  ignorant,  but,  considering  that  medullary  cavity,  with  a  series  of  cor- 

they  communicate  with  decided  blood-  puscules  and  corjjuscular  lines,  and  a 

vessels,   this  opinion  is  far  from  im-  number  of  Haversian  canals  containing 

probable.     It  is  certain  they  are  much  blood,  with  their  scries  of  corpuscules 

,  too  small  to  carry  the  globules,  but  the  around  them.     Now  if  a  bone  has  long 

opinion  of   their  being   blood-vessels  undergone  putrefaction,  it  can  be  torn 

may  receive  additional  weight  from  the  precisely  in  this  manner.     It  will,  in 

fact  that   in  bone  there  are  no  canals  fact,  tear  to  shreds,  and  a  transverse 

smaller  than  the  Haverbian.  section  of  each  of  these  shreds  shows 

The  size  of  the  corpuscules  or  cellules  .  the  Haversian  canal  in  the  centre,  and 

is  about  equal  to  two  or  three  globules  the  corpuscules  around  it. 

of  blood;    they  appear  for  the  most  The  coipusculcs  are  to  be  seen  in 

part  broader  when  viewed  in  a  section  every  true  bone  of  the  body,  and  form  a 

parallel  to  the  Haversian  canals,  than  good  criterion  to  distinguish  bone  from 

when  seen  in  a  section  perpendicular  other  tissues.     It  is  worthy  of  remark 

to  them :  if  it  is  really  the  depth  which  that  but  little  difference  exists  between 

is  seen  in  the  longitudinal  section  of  the  structure  of  difterent  bones,  and 

bone,  it  follows  that  these  little  bndi<^«  even  the  intense  hardness  of  the  tern- 
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poral  bone  immediately  surrounding  moved.    This  eondition  is  rare,  and  in 

the  semicircular  canals  presents  no  mi-  these  cases  the   bone  will    tear  into 

croscopic  difference  to  account  for  that  shreds,  each  containing  its  Haveisian 

peculiarity.  canal  and  series  of  corpuscules.     I  do 

The  chants  which  bones  undergo  not  know  under  what  conditions  this 

in  the  interior  of  the  earth  are  ver^  takes  place. 

interesting.      The^   may  have    then*  The  last  change  is  the  conversion  of 

animal  matter  entire ;    tney  may  have  animal  matter  into  bitumen  or  carbon, 

the  animal  matter  removed ;  they  may  This  change  is  common  to  the  blue  clay 

have  the  earthy  matter  partly  removed ;  and  blue  has,  as  here  the  bones  retain 

or,  lastly,  the  animal  matter  may  be  car-  their  usual   (quantity  of  phosphate  of 

bonized.  lime,  but  their  animal  matter  is  con- 

The  bones  which  exhibit  the  animal  verted  into  coal.    This  alteration  ap- 

matter  entire   are  those  which  have  pears  quite  unconnected  with  heat,  and 

lain  in  certain  situations  not  exposed  to  takes  place  as  a  spontaneous  change 

the  air.    I  find  them  in  this  state  from  in  a  moist  situation,  to  which  no  air 

Beg  Bone  Lick,  in  Kentucky ;  and  I  has  access.    I  have  seen  different  bones 

have    sections    of  the  bones    of  the  in  every  transition  of  this  change  from 

mastodon  from  thence,  shewing   the  different  situations ;  they  mostly  show 

structure  in  the  most  beautifiil  manner,  not  only  the  Haversian  canals  but  even 

Some  bones  found  in  making  a  sewer  the  corpuscules. 

behind  the  Bank  of  England,  together  We  nave  next  to  examine  adventi- 

with  Roman  sacrificial  utensils,  were  tious  bone,  which  may  be  arranged 

in  a  similar  state.     In  both  these  in-  under  the  heads — reproduction  of  bone, 

stances,  as  well  as  in  others,  the  Haver-  growths  from  bone,  and  ossifications  of 

sian  canals  appeared  to  be  full  of  black  other  tissues.    Of  the  former  a  piece  of 

matter.  callus  from  a  simple  fracture  was  exa^ 

The  relation  which  the  proportion  of  mined,  and  was  not  found  to  differ  in  any 

animal  matter  bears  to  tne  earthy,  I  respectfromtrue  bone;  it  had  the  cellules 

have    examined    by    calcination     in  witntheir  lines,  and  the  Haversian  ca- 

twenty  different  species.     The  bones  nals,  precisely  as  normal  bone.  The  same 

were  all  well  macerated,  and  not  greasy,  thing  was  noticed  in  a  section  of  caUus 

The  proportion  in  these  varies  but  little  from  a  compound  fracture.    The  new 

one  way  or  another,  and  that  more  from  bone  after  necrosis,  or  even  the  necrosed 

the  state  of  the  bone  than  any  thing  portion,   exhibited  no  diversity  from 

else;   for   the  average    is  as  near  as  this  structure.      The  reproduction  of 

possible    sixty    per   cent,    of    earthy  bone  is  particularly  interesting^,  as  the 

material.  new  deposit  is  precisely  the  same  as 

When  the  animal  matter  is  removed  normal    bone,    with    almost    all    the 

w^e  may  always  venture  an  opinion  that  tissues  :    the  reproduced  part  widely 

the  bone  has  been  imbedded  in  a  sandy  differs  from  the  normal  tissue, 

or  gravelly  stratum.     In  every  church-  Of  the  different  growths  from  bone, 

vara  with  this  soil,  that  I  have  examined,  a  piece  was  examined  which  had  been 

bones  have  been  found  with  the  small-  thrown  out  from  two  anchylosed  ver- 

est  trace  of  animal  matter,  and  others  tebree  for  additional  strength,  and  this 

not  so  far  advanced  in  decomposition  presented  the  appearance  of  true  bone, 

have  been  noticed.     Many  fossil  bones  Hard  bony  exostoses  were  examined 

possess  their  phosphate  of  lime,  with  with  exactly  the  same  result, 

so    little   animal  matter    as    scarcely  Ossifications  may  be  divided    into 

to  be  coloured  by  heat.     None  of  the  two  classes — ^bone   of  cartilages,  and 

bones  without*  animal  matter  can  by  bone  of  other  tissues.    Ossifications  of 

any  contrivance  whatever  be  made  to  the  thyroid  and  corocoid  cartilage  in  the 

show    the   corpuscular    structure,    al-.  human  subject   were    examined,  and 

though  the  Hiiversian  canals  are  dis-  both  presented  the  cellules,  and  the 

tinct  to  the  naked  eye,  and  the  general  former  the  Haversian  canals  not  at  all 

appearance  of  the  bone  is  not  materially  different  from  recent  bones, 

altered,  except  perhaps  being  white,  The  human  trachea  is  not  in  general 

and  of  a  somewhat  mineral  aspect.  sufficiently  ossified  to  show  the  corpus- 

The  next  division  is  that  m  which  cules  of  the  natural  size,  for  in  partial 

the  animal  matter  is  too  abundant,  part  ossifications  large  cells  are  seen,  but  a 

of  the  eailhy  matter  having  been  re-  section  ofa  small  part  showed  these  eel- 
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lules  of  the  size  nataral '  to  bone.    The  attention,  and  these,  with  macerated 

trachea  of  the  macaw,  and  the  inferior  bones,  mummies'  bones,  bones  altered 

larvnx  of  the  widgeon,  which  are  natu-  by  chemical  agents,  diseased  bones,  and 

rally  bones,  also  present  no  difference  ossifications  connected  with  cartilage 

from  the  general  appearance  of  bone.  or  bone,  possess  these  cellules. 

Examinations  of  tne  structures  of  the  The  bones  of  animals  and  of  birds 

costal  cartilages    when   ossified  were  which  have  been  examined  also  pos- 

attended  with  like  results.  sess  them.    The  bones  of  some  fish,  as 

The  ossification  in  the  thyroid  liga-  the  sturgeon  and  porpoise,  and  the  ossi- 

ment  was  examined,  which  showed  here  fie  plates  or  the  skin  on  the  former, 

and  there  the  cellules.                     ^  agree    in    possessing    these    cellules. 

The  fibrous  membranes  when  ossified  Even  the  cartilaginous  fishes  are  not 

do  not  generally  exhibit  this  structure :  destitute  of  them, 

in  fact,  we  may  sav  never,  unless  they  The  structure  of  bone  is  not  only  snch 

be  connected  with  bone.    A  portion  of  at  the  present  moment,  but  has  been 

ossified  tendon  attached  to  bone  was  ex-  the  sdme  from  earliest  period,  for  the 

amined,  which  had  these  cellules  differ-  mighty  ichthyosaurus,  the  tyrant  of  the 

ing  in  no  respect  from  bone.  water  in  former  ages,  and  the  vast  mas- 

A  section  of  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  todon,  the  giant  of  the  land,  possessed 

uterus  was  examined.    This  had  the  these  cellules.    Although  six  thousand 

fibres  running  in  the  osseous  matter,  years  had  elapsed  before  the  micro- 

but  no  cellules  nor  anything  like  eel-  scopic  structure   of  bone  was    made 

lules  could  be  discovered.  known  to  the  anatomist,  yet  in  every 

Of  the  serous  membranes,  the  pleura  age,  in  every  country,  geological  and 

is  sometimes  ossified,  but  that  appears  antiquarian  researches  nave   revealed 

to  be  only  a  deposit  of  irregular  gra-  that  the  same  stnicture  has  existed, 

nules,  and  no  structure  could  be  de-  The  imperfection  of  our  instruments 

tectcd.  has  been  the  cause  of  our  previous  ig- 

The  arterial  tissue  is  frequently  os-  norance,  and  doubtless  there  is  now  ten 

sified,    and    then    its    appearance    is  times  more  to  be  learned  than  is  al- 

similar  to  that  of  the  pleura  f  it  dis-  ready  known, 

plays  a  granular  mass  and  no  cellules.  In  every  case  where  the  corpnscnles 

Thus  we  may  state  that  ossifications  or  cellules  exist,  they  can  be  distinctly 

are  of  two  kinds :   first,  that  of  true  perceived  to  be  hollow.    Let,  therefore, 

bone,  which,  in  a  word,  always  exists  the  universality  of  this  fact  be  the  only 

when  any  enlargement  of  bone  in  any  apology  for  its  communication, 

way  takes  place,  either  as  an  ossifica^  For  the  following  measurements  I 

tion  of  the  neighbouring  tissues,  or  in  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 

any  other  way.    Secondly,  ossification  Bowerbank  :— 

of  the  tissues  not  at  all  related  to  bone,  „                    , 

which  presents  nothing  but  a  mass  of  ^     „  Haversian  canals. 

granules.  SmyU.            Large. 

The  structure  of  bone  from  a  very  old  ---            ,n^  in  diameter, 

person  was  examined,  which,  after  six  •^'^             *^^^ 

weeks,  had  made  no  effort  at  reparation,  Corpuscules  or  eeUulet  seen  in  a  trans- 

but  no  difference  could  be  detected.  verse  section. 

A  section  of  a  femur  was  examined,  ^j^^  ^f  ^^  Urgert. 

in  which  the  head  of  the  bone  was  af-  ,                i                              i 

fected  by  scrofula,  but  no  change  could  Diameter  -^^         Length  j-jg 

be  detected  in  the  cellules  One  of  the  «naile.t. 

A  transverse  section  of  enlarged  fe-  t\.                1              '               I 

mur  had  the  cellules  in  the  enlarged  Diameter  ^.^         Length  ^^^ 

part,  but  in  this  case  the  canals  of  • 

Havers  did  not  run  in  the  direction  of  Longitudinal  section. 

the  long  axis  of  the  bone,  but  ran  from  ctoe  of  the  largest, 

the  exterior  edge.  t\-       ^        '             ▼        v     ' 

The   structure    of  bone    and   that  Diameter  jjgji         Length  ^ 

of  the  cellules  have  been  examined  in  ^^  ^,  ^^  ,^^,^^^        . 

numerous  specimens  of  recent   bone  j                            I 

from  different  parts  of  the  body.    The  Diameter  m^         Length  g^. 
long,  the  round,  the  flat,  the  sesamoid 

bones,  have  all  received  their  share  of  
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STATISTICS  OF  SMALL-POX.  There  died  of  small-pox  in  like  manner 

In  the  first  auarter  of  1839,  2982 

In  the  second  do.      ...    2505 
7b  ike  Sdiior  of  tke  Medical  Guieite,  In  the  third  do 1533 

Sir,  In  the  fourth  do,        ...     1730 

The  second  report  of  the  Registrar-  -, 

iaeneral  contains    a  letter  from  Mr.        m  *  ^  j    ^.i.    .   ^  '^'    '  j    v^i* 
Farr,  which,  besides  other  interesting        ^.^*®L1f,^™.  *?  ^T  ^?  and  a  half 

matter,  details  the  principal  resulte  of  ^^^^  ^'?^?aSS"§  ^""l  ^^"^  ^^"^  *^ 

the  great    variolous    epidemic  which  *^'^"««  <>/  *  V^  ^^^^  .^^-  annum, 

pervaded  England  and  Wales  in  the  f^  ^^^  ^^  />f  mortali^  dunng  these 

years  1837,  1838,  1839,  having  its  cU-  f?'^®/^*'?  ^^  ruled  about  20  (or  from 

max  about  the  month  of  May  1838.  Jjj*'  ^  ^5)  per  cent.,  it  follows  that  m 

To  these  statistical  details,  arranged  in  J««  "^^^X^S.  °°^  epidemic,  extending 

a  manner  the  most  complete  thit  can  through  thirty   months  (that   is,  be- 

be  desired,  and  presenting  indeed  the  ^T^^/li^  ^«V^^  f^lX'.  ^^'  *"^  ***! 

beau  ideal  of  statistical  perfection,  Mr.  ?*«t  of  December,  1839),  there  occun^ 

Farr  appends    some   very  instructive  *»  EnglMid  and  \V^es  not  1^  than 

suggestions    regarding    the  causes  of  ^^^  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand 

epidemic   prevalence,    and    the   laws  cases  of  small-pox.    This  statement  is 

which  appear  to  regulate  the  pheno-  certamly  rather  starthng,  and  shews 

mena  of  epidemic  culmmation  and  de-  5°^  greatly  some  of  our  predecessors 

cline.     I  should  have  been  gratified  by  *^fl°^?'  estimated  the  probable  results 

finding  such  valuable  matter  transferred  of  tiie  Jennenan  discovery, 
bodily  to  your  columns ;  but  as  you  may        ^^^,  the  preceding  facts  it  will  be 

have  been  deterred  from  this  by  the  mi-  ^"^i  ^^^  ^J"?  ,^P*45?^\^  reached  i(» 

nuteness  of  many  of  tiie  details,  and  the  ™™°^"?ooo  ^"^^^^S^y,  \'J  the   spnng 

lengthto  which  the  observations  extend,  i^}^l  .*®38,  and  that  its  decline  ex- 

I  hSve  thought  that  a  short  notice  of  ^^'^l*^??]^"*^^ J  J^^^^^fll""- 

the   princii^  facts,  drawn  up  rather  ^J  Z[  ^^^  ^^^  ^""t  *^  sWng  a 

with  a  viewto  popular  instruction  than  flight  increase  over  the  preceding  qi^-  ^ 

to  satisfy  tile  cravings  of  a  professional  ^^\  The  epidemic  commenced  in  the 

statist,  might  not  &  unacceptable  to  western  shore  of  the  island:  Liverpool, 

your  readers  Bath,  and  Exeter,  being  the  towns  that 

The  recorded  facts  extend  from  tiie  chiefly  suffered  in  1837.  The  metropolis 

1st  of  July,  1837,  to  the  31st  of  Dec.  and   the  southern  counties  ^^re  the 

1839     Tnese  two  and  a  half  years  are  cmei  seats  of  the  epidemic  m  the  early 

subdivided  into  ten  quarterly  periods,  gartof  1838.  At  Manchester  and  Leeds 

One  table  (table  P),  occupying  sixteen  Jhe  epidemic  was  at  its  height  in  tiie 

octavo  pages,  exhibits  the  tot2  amount  ^^  ^H^^' ^^  ^^X  *H/^7SI^  ^""T 

of  deathsby  small-pox  occurring  during  HV^"*^,  J^'  f"^  ^]i^^^^'  ^^l  o  w  H 

this  long  period,1n  each  of  the  324  ^tween  the  1^  of  October  and  31st  of 

divisions    into    which   England   and  December,  1838.         ..^.^   . 
Wales  are  divided  for  the  purposes  of       V?  the  early  part  of  1839,  the  eastern 

the  Registration  Act.      Tlie  general  R?^*°"«  ^^  ^^li^'"^^?'5  expenenced 

results  may  be  conveniently  summed  their  share  of  the  malady.    Norwich 

np  in  the  following  words :-  ^^^^^lo^  ^^?.  '''  T  ^"^  ^^ 

There  died  in  the  summer  quarter  of  y^^r  of  1839.    The  disease  havingmade 

1837  by  small-pox  tiiroughout  England  »  f^^^P^  ^und  the  island  seems  to  have 

and  Wales  25fe  DersonS:     In  thi  last  returned  again  to  its  first  haunts,  for  at 

quarter  3289.     Total  in  the  last  six  f-i^erpool  138  deaths  occun-ed  in  the 

mnnthfl  nf  IfWT  'iftfw  ^t  quarter  of  1839 ;  at  Salford  80,  and 

months  of  18J7,  5802.  Bradford  80.      The    total    deaths    in 

There  died  of  small^x  throughout  Lancashire  mounted  up  to  446  during 

England  and  Wales —  the  same  periad,  having  in  the  spring 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1838,  4242  (or  second)  quarter  been  returned  at 

In  tiie  second  do.       .    .    .    4489  179  only. 

In  the  third  do 3685  Your  readers  may  perhaps  be  lute- 
in the  fourth  do.       ...    3851  rested  by  some  more  minute  details 

I  with  reference  to  this  epidemic,  as  it 

Total     .    •    16,267  occurred  in  the  metropolis.    It  will  be 

677.— xxvii.  ^ 
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borne  in  mind  that  the  metropolitan 
Difitricte,  in  the  Registrar  -  General's 
books,  extend  over  an  area  of  70  square 
miles,  and  were  estimated  to  contam  in 
1838, 1,884,844  inhabitants.  Thedeaths 
by  smalL-pox  in  the  metropolis  in  the 
period  comprised  in  the  returns  may  be 
exhibited  in  the  following  table  :— 

Table  shewing  the  deaths  by  small-pox  in 
London  between  the  Ist  of  July,  1837, 
and  the  ZUt  of  December  1839. 


Metropolii. 


Deaths  by 
BTnall-pox 
I    in  each 
I  quarter. 


Third  quarter  of  1837j 
Fourth  do.    ... 
First  quarter  of  1838' 
Second  do.    .     .     . 
Third  do.      ... 
Fourth  do.    . 
First  quarter  of  1839 
Second  do.    .     .     . 
Third  do.      ... 
Fourth  do.   ■  • 

Total 


257 

506 

753 

1145 

1061 

858 

364 

117 

65 

60 


Deatbs  in 
each  year. 


small-pox  in  1839,  and  his  fint  letter 
specifies  the  ages  at  which  1,(K^  per- 
sons died  in  1 837.  The  results  of^the 
two  sets  of  observations  may  be  smnmed 
up  in  the  foUowing  table : — 

TMe  qfike  ayes  of  9762  persoms 
qf  smaU-pos  in  England  during 
1837  and  1839. 

Under  the  age  of  fire  years  .     . 
Between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  . 

15  and  30  . 

30  and  70  . 

Upwards  of  70  years  of  age 


who  died 
tkeysara 

Deaths. 
7340 
1668 

528 

210 
16 


763 


3817 


606 


5186 


5186 


I 

The  mortality  from  small-pox,  ac- 
cor^ng  to  Mr.  Farr,  was  greater  in  the 
*  metropolis,  with  reference  to  its  popu- 
lation, than  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
England.  The  district  that  most 
nearly  approaches  the  population  of  the 
metropolis  (somewhat  exceeding  it)  is 
the  District  No.  8,  comprising  Cheshire 
and  Lancashire.  In  tnis  district  the 
deaths  by  small-pox  were 

In  1837  .  .  .  1191 
In  1838  .  .  .  1907 
Inl839    .    .    .    1993 

Total    5091 

The  advantage,  it  will  be  seen,  is  in 
favour  of  the  country,  but  the  difference 
is  not  great  Indeed,  considering  the 
difficult  of  estimating  accurately  the 
population  seven  years  after  a  census, 
these  numbers  shew  a  very  remarkable 
coincidence  in  the  extent  and  ravages 
of  the  disease,  under  circumstances  ap- 
parently so  different  as  are  those  of  the 
metropolis  and  the  great  manufacturing 
district  of  England.      ^ 

The  next  circumstance  that  claims 
attention  is  the  age  at  which  the  mor- 
tality occurred.  Mr.  Farr  does  not 
profess  to  give  full  particulars  on  this 
head,  but  he  states  in  his  second  letter 
the  Qges  of  8706  persons  who  died   of 


Total  .     9762 

From  this  table  we  learn,  that  the 
great  majority  of  deaths  by  small-pox 
occurred  among  infants  and  very  youn^ 
children,  not  one  of  whom  had  proba- 
bly ever  been  vaccinated.    This  shews 
how  greatly  vaccination  is  neglected 
throughout  England,  and  how  urgent 
was  tne  necessity  for  some  legislative 
enactment  for  the  extension  w  vacci- 
nation.   Whether  the  Bill  of  last  ses- 
sion was  the  right  measure  is  quite  a 
different  question,   on  which  I  shall 
hope,  ere  long,  to  be  permitted  to  offer 
some  observations  in    your  columns. 
The   fact,  that  out  of  9762  persons 
dying  of  small-pox,    754  only    were 
adultSf  is  veiy  striking.    Whether  the 
same  proportion  held  good  in  epidemic 
visitations,  prior  to  the  discovery  of 
vaccination,  is  a  point  which,  I  fear, 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaininff.    I 
suspect,  however,  that  in  all  periods  of 
the  world,  the  ages  from  birth  to  five 
years  have  been  those  on  which  the 
ravages    of    small-pox    have    chiefly 
fallen. 

Hitherto  the  redstrar's  returns  af- 
ford no  clue  by  which  we  may  deter- 
mine that  very  interesting  question, 
what  proportion  of  the  deaths  by  small- 
pox, mroughout  England,  have  taken 
place  among  the  vaccinated.  We  have 
satisfactory  evidence  that,  under  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  the  deaths  by  small- 
pox after  vaccination  are  scarcely 
noticeable ;  so  that  the  proportion  must 
necessarily  be  very  small,  seeing  that 
only  one-thirteenth  part  of  the  total 
mortality  is  open  to  such  a  contin- 
gency. To  determine  the  exact  pro- 
portion, however,  be  it  large  or  small, 
18  an  important  object,  and  measures 
are  now  in  progress  to  meet  this  de- 
sideratum. A  recent  order  from  the 
Registrar-General,    addressed  to    the 
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segiatian  of  the  metiopolitan  districts,  On  Monday  evening,  the  5th,  at  six 

directs  that  the  fact  of  previous  vaccina-  o'clock,  he  was   seized   with  convul- 

tion  shall  hereafter  be  inquired  into  and  sions,  which  continued  until  six  o'clock 

registered  in  all  cases,  so  that  in  a  few  the  following  morning.    He  became 

years,  and  especially  when  the  order  is  blind  on  the  5th,  and  continued  to  be 

extended  to  tne  whole  of  England,  we  so  until  the  8th,  the  pupils  continuing 

may  be  assured  of  arriving  at  great  immoveable.   His  sense  of  hearing  was 

certainty  in  this  department  of  patho-  very  acute.    He  laboured  under  severe 

loKV.  dyspnoea,  constant  cough,  and  jacti- 

The  questions  mooted  by  Mr.  Farr,  tation  of  the  limbs,  from  the  time  he 

with  regard  to  the  laws  which  reflate  became  convuLied    until    Wednesday 

the  origin,  culmination,  and  dechne  of  the  7th,  when  he,   for  the  first  time, 

variolous  epidemics,  must,  with   your  slept  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  since  the 

permission,  be  reserved  for  a  separate  attack  of  convuUions.     He  began  to 

communication. — I  am,  sir,  complain  of  his  head,    accomuanied 

Your  obedient  servant,  with  a  sense   of  heat,    on    Monday 

George  Greoort.  morning,  the  5th. 

SI,  Weymouth  Street,  Nor.  16, 1840.  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  Mon- 

day  evening,  about  half-past  8  o'clock, 

when  the    pupils    were  xdilated,   die 

CASE  OF  HYDROCEPHALUS  tunica  albunnea  pale,  the  pulse  quick, 

CURED.  feeble,  and  hurried;  the  tongue  mrred 

and   dry,    the   bowels   confined,    the 

Th  the  Emar  of  th€  Medical  Gazette.  S^"^   ^J^l^^.'    *^^    ^^^    cedematous. 

^«  •/!««»•««   V       «•«.«,•.  v<»c»»c.    ^  jjg  ^^  dehnous,  and  continued  to  be 

Sir,  so  until  the  7th. 

Although  there  is  nothing  novel  in  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bennett,  I 

the  history  or  treatment  of  the  follow-  attended  this  case,  with  Mr.  Ross,  for 

ing  case,  1  conceive  that  the  publica-  tl^e  first  two  days,  and  afterwards  with 

tion  of  it  may   be  useful.     It  may  Mr.  Bennett.    My  prognosis  was  in 

stimulate  medical  men  to  continue  to  the  highest   degree   unfavourable.    I 

use  their  best  endeavours  in  cases  ap-  recommended  his  parents,  however,  to 

parently    hopeless.      Near     relatives,  persis.t  in  the  use  of  means,  stating 

irom  fear  of  giving  unnecessary  pain  that  now  and  then,  once  perhaps  in  a 

to  the  patient,  and  nurses,  in  order  to  thousand  times,  a  patient  under  simi- 

save  themselves  trouble,  often  discou-  l^r  circumstances ,  recovered.      I    or- 

rage  the  use  of  means  in  pases  appa-  dered  a  blister  to  be  applied  to  the 

rently  much  less  hopeless  than  the  one  shaved  head,  the  black  pureative  mix- 

which  I  have  described.  ture  to  be  taken  frequently,  until  it 

Was  the  serous  effusion  on  the  brain  a  diuretic  mixture  consisting  of   liq. 

in  this  instance  superficial,    not    ex-  ammon.,  acet.  tinct.  scillae,  and  tinct^ 

tending  to  the  ventncles  ?  dieitaUs.    He  had  no  motion  until  the 

If  you  deem  this  case  worth  notice,  7th  in  the  morning,  when  he  was  freely 

please  to  give  it  a  place  in  the  Medi-  purged,  the  stools  being  dark  and  very 

CAL  Gazette. — I  am,  sir,  offensive.    He  voided  very  little  nrine 

Your  obedient  servant,  until  this  time,  when  so  copious  a  diu- 

Caleb  Crowther,  M.D.  resis  supervened  that  he   was  almost 

Wakefield,  No?.  17, 1840.  constantly  wanting  to  void  urine,  and 

often  wetted  his  bed.    He  began  now 

Master  Alfred  Beckett,  aged  1 1  years  to  sleep  soundly  and  frequently, 

and  a  half,  of  leucophlegmatic  habit.  On  the  8th  the  delirium  left  him. 

was  attacked  with  scarlatina   on  the  He  still  continued  to  be  pur^^ed.    The 

1st  of  September,    1840.     The  fever  cedema   had  very    much  diminished, 

continued  in  a  mild  form  for  about  a  On  Wednesday  morning,  the  7th,  the 

wtek.     He  remained  very  feeble  and  extremities  became    very    cold,    and 

languid  until  the  28th,  when  he  be-  the  pulse  scarcely  perceptible ;  he  ap- 

came  a'dematous.    He  was  seized  with  peared  to  be  d3ring.    Towards  evening, 

sickness  and  vomiting  on  the  4th  of  however,  he  rallied,  and  from  that  time 

October,  which  continued  until  the  7th.  continued  gradually  to  recover.    His 
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cough  continued  to  be  troublesome  for  the  frequent  result  of  the  practice.     In 

several  days.     Since  he  became  sensi-  illustration  of  this  remark,  I  may  men- 

ble  he  has  had  no  pain  in  his  head  j  tion  an  instance  that  occurred  ander 

his  appetite  has  returned,  and  he  was  my  own  observation.* 

disposed  to  take  more  food  than  was  Whilst  syringing  the  ear  of  an  elderly 

S roper  for  him  :  he  did,  indeed,  one  patient,  who  had  k>ng  been  the  subject 
ay  suffer  some  inconvenience  from  of  deafness,  after  having  removed  a 
taking  too  much  pudding.  His  pur^-  considerable  quantity  of  hardened  cem- 
ing  continued  until  the  lith,  when  his  men,  a  piece  of  paper  was  extracted 
motions  became  natural  in  colour  and  closely  coiled  together.  This  was  posi- 
in  consistence.  On  the  14th  the  (Bdema  tively  affirmed  to  have  remained  in  the 
was  gone ;  he  continued  to  void  urine  passage  for  no  less  a  period  than  twemif 
freely,  taking  one  dose  of  his  diuretic  years,  the  individual  having  a  perfect 
mixture  daily.  recollection  of  the  occasion  on  which  it 
November  5th. — He  is  now  very  well  was  placed  there.  On  continuing  the 
'  again.  use  of  the  syringe  after  this  was  remoTed, 
the  water  was  readily  propelled  throug^h 

OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  EAR.  i^ifS^e^lf t^^^J^ 

.^.^  Stroke  of  the  piston.    No  doubt,  from 

#«.  j»    «j.^      ^^*    ,^  J.    •  <r,     M^  t^c  close  and  constant  contact  of  the 

n  th9  Editor  qfthe  Medteal  Gazette.  foreign  body  for  so  long  a  period,  the 

Sia,  membrana  tympani    became    so   ma- 

The  few  desultory  remarks  which  follow  terially   injured   as   ultimately  to  be 

are  extracted  frommy  note-book.  If  you  destroyed;  and  this  would  account  for 

think  they  are  sufficiently  interesting  the  facility  of  communication  between 

for  insertion  in  your  truly  useful  heb-  the  ear  and  the  mouth, 

domadal,  they  are  much  at  your  service.  There  is  another  practice  prevalent 

— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  Bmong  the  lower  orders  which  is  equally 

Your  obedient  servant,  reprehensible ;  and  although  the  efiects 

and  constant  reader,  that  supervene  are  widel)f  mfferent  finom 

Chari^es  Thornhill.  that  before  mentioned,  yet  tbey  some- 

_    ,   ^     „,  _    -  ^,  times  occasion  the  greatest  inconve- 

No^i  SJi         *•  nience.    When  troubled  with  tin  accu- 
mulation of  wax  in  the  ear,  it  is  not 

Extraneous  substances  in  the  auditory  uncommon  for  them  to  attempt  removing 

passa^re  are  highly  injurious  to  the  the  same -by  boring  with  pins  and  oUier 

function  of  hearing,  from  their  tendency  sharp-pointed   instruments,    and    this 

to  destroy  the  connection  which  subsists  frequently  produces  such  irritation  in 

between  the  internal  ear  and  the  pro-  the  lining  membrane  as  to  give  rise  to 

pa^^tion  of  sound.    In  proportion  to  diseased  action,  and  eventually  create 

their  size,  these  substances  more  or  less  morbid  deposit 

'shut  out  the  sonorous  rays,  and  prevent  A  case  of  partial  deafness  from  this 

their   duly  acting   upon  the  delicate  cause  fell  under  my  notice  some  short 

membrane  of  the  tympanum  j  but,  al-    time  ago.     George   G ,  aetat   19, 

though  they  operate  for  the  time  as  called  one  morning  to  consult  me  le- 

causes  of  deafness,  the  sense  of  hearin?  specting  a  difficulty  of  hearing,  with 

is  fully  restored  as  soon  as  their  removal  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  the  space 

is    accurately  accomplished.    This  is  of  two  years.    About  the  period  of  its 

generally  remarked  to  be  the  case ;  but  first  occurrence  he  had  been  in  the  fre- 

there  is  no  rule  without  an  exception,  quent  habit  of  using  pins  to  scoop  out 

•  as  will  be  shewn  even  on  this  subject,  tne  hardened  secreUon  from  the  ear ; 

Many  persons,  accustomed  to  ear-ache,  but  the  custom  had  been  desisted  from 
are  in  the  habit  of  employing  lint,  latterly,  on  account  of  its  being  some- 
cotton,  or  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  times  followed  by  an  oozing  of  blood, 
filling  up  the  external  meatus ;  and  this  On  examination,  I  found  that  the  i^- 
is  done  in  order,  as  they  tell  us,  to  secure  sage  was  completelyobstructed  by  a  soft 
the  good  effects  that  may  result  from  fleshy  polypus,  which  could  be  drawn 
pressure  on  its  lining  membrane.  This  forward  without  difficulty.  After  reprc- 
18  quite  an  erroneous  notion  ;  for,  so  far  senting  to  him  the  nature  of  the  case, 
from  effecting  good,  positive  harm  is  heimmediatelyconsentedtoitsiemoval. 
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Hanng  taken  firm  hold  of  the  8ub-  are  practised  by  adulteration  and  other 

stance  by  the  aid  of  a  pair  of  short  for-  lii^e  means  in  every  department  of  the 

ai'^^^rSrhSfnS^'S  ^^'^  We  did  not  n^d  these  to 
three  or  four  twists,  it  CTachally  but  call  our  attention  to  the  subject  We 
speedily  gave  way  at  its  pase«  Slight  should  ill  discharge  our  duties  as 
hnmorrl^ge  ensued,  which  continued  medical  journalists,  if  we  were  not  ever 
for  some  time.  To  restnun  the  bleeding,  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^-^^  ^f  ^^^h  high  pro- 
I  touched  the  parts  with  a  little  of  the  .  .  ,  .  •'^  ,  ,  \^  i- 
tincturaferri  muriatis.  and  afterwards  fessional  importance;  but  a  notice  of 
rave  directions  that  an  acidulated  lotion  the  pamphlet  may  be  of  use  in  exciting 
should  be  injected  twice  a  day  into  the  the  whole  body  of  our  profession  to  the 
external  meatus.  The  substance  re-  inquiry,  whether  tlie  evils  it  reveals, 
moved  was  about  the  size  of  a  common  ^  -  v .  ,  .,  .i_  i  •  i. 
horse-bean  ^and  upon  ite  withdrawal  and  of  which  they  are  among  the  chief 
the  patient  expressed  himself  as  entirely  victims,  do  not  admit  of  some  im- 
relieved :  indeed,  to  use  his  own  ex-  mediate  and  certain  remedy, 
pression,  "  he  could  now  hear  as  well  ^he  chief  grievance,  under  which  it 
as  he  had  ever  heard  in  his  life."  A  ^  ^u  1.1  *.  *i«  *.  *i, 
few  days  subsequently  he  called  to  say  aPPears  from  the  pamphlet  that  the 
that  he  felt  his  ear  was  perfectly  well,  honest  druggist  labours,  is,  that  there  is 
and  that  his  hearing  was  as  acute  as  scarcely  an  article  of  his  commerca 
immediately  after  the  removal  of  the  ^iii^h  i^  not,  for  the  purpose  of  lower- 
polypus.    He  also  remarked,  that  he    ...       .         ,  ,. .   ■,              -, 

Sho\Sd  not  readily  be  induced  to  pick  *"&  '^  P"«^'.  '^f^^  o^«-  "^  over 

his  ears  as  on  former  occasions,  as  ail  agam  by  ins  fraudulent  competitors, 

the  annoyance  he  had  experienced  from  Foreign  drugs  are  adulterated  abroad: 

the  dulness  of  hearing  was  attributable  the  drug-merohant  writes  to  his  corre- 

to  this  cause,  gpondent  for  a  certain  article,  and  limits 

— him  toa  price  whichis  frequently  below, 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  and  often  only  half,  that  at  which  the 

fWaay,lSrin^er20,1840.  genuine  drug  can  be  pi^^ured.    As  the 

^____  pnce  will  not  meet  the  quahty,  tlie 

"  Ueet  omnibiM,  Ucct  etiam  mihi,  dliciHutem  quality,  which  is  more  easily  alterable, 

drtit  Medium  tueri ;  potestat  modo  veniendi  in  must  be  brought  to  meet  the  price,  and 

pabUcam  rit.  dicndi  periculum  do.  «™»^''  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  desUnation  of  a  drug  de- 

—  termined,  than  its  adulteration  begins; 

THE  RIGHTS  AND  WRONGS  OP  hence,  senUa,  scammony,  opium,  ak)e8, 

DRUGGISTS.  and  sarsapanlla,  though  really  as  **  gc- 

A  PAMPHLET  has  just  been  published  in  nuine  as  imported,''    commonly  con- 

theformof  aLettertoMr.Warburton*.  tain  from  five-and-twenty  to  fifty  per 

It  is  written  with  much  honesty  and  cent,  or  more  of  some  useless  material — 

energy,  and  with  some  common  sense ;  chalk,  stones,  resin,  or  anything  that 

buttheformerqualitiesaregenenillypre-  will  preserve  appearances.     It  has  not 

dominant    It  contains,  however,  many  long  arrived  before  the  consignee  again 

(acts— confessions,  we  had  almost  said,  reduces  its  real,    with   a   scrupulons 

but  tfiat  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  regard  to  maintaining  its  nominal — 

that  the  author  is  no  participator  in  value,  by  further  adulterating  it,  and 

the  iniquities  of  which  he  is  cognizant—  usually  (for  it  is  there  the  iniquity  can 

respecting  the  innumerable  frauds  that  be  most  easily  carried  on),  at  the  drug- 

milL    Returned  thence,  it  passes  into 

.,.*  ^tA^!*"  /**  ?•  ?i"**"Jj*"*»  ^ »  ^•^-  ;?*  the  hands  of  the  retail  druggiste  j  thence 

fbe  Utility  of  extending  the  Provuion  of  Jiii  .                                             ^°        ' 

(Medical  lieibnn)  Bill  toChemituandDnHTgiBU,  it  seldom  passes  even  80  pure  afl  it 

and  on  the  necessity  of  extinpiisbing  Quackery  .      , ,  . .  ^ .„_      ,   ,^  .   .      ..^ 

^ActofPBriiuBent.   ByaDnissm*  amved;  and  U  amves  at  bust  in  the 
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stomach  of  the   unhappy   consumer,  vous  is  given ;  btit  Sn 

with  scarcely  one  quality  of  that  which  is  no  doubt  that  medicines  are  adnlte- 

it  pretends  to  be.    Happy  is  it  for  him  rated  and  made  cheap  by  the  mixture 

if  that  which  it  should  have  been  is  of  poisons — as  of  arsenic  with  anti- 

replaced  by  that  which  is  inert  mony,  corrosive  sublimate  with  calo- 

We  surely  need  not  do  more  than  mel,  and  so  on. 
repeat,  on  the  authority  of  this  pam-  What,  then,  are  the  means  by  which 
phlet,  that  which  has  already  been  im-  these  evils  may  be  remedied  ?  hj 
plied  or  openly  stated  by  all  the  first  which  a  practitioner  may  be  freed  fiom 
authorities  who  have  inquired  into  the  the  doubt  which  he  must  often  enter- 
subject,  that  "  adulteration  is  almost  tain,  whether  that  which  he  is  pre- 
the  life-blood  of  the  trade  of  drug-  scribing  will  be  curative,  destructive, 
selling  ;"  that  "  there  is  scarcely  a  or  inert.  "  Honesty  and  fair-dealing,** 
chemical  preparation  in  common  sale  no  doubt,  might  effect  it;  nay,  they 
or  use,  but  what  is  liable  to  and  suffers  alone  can  effect  it,  for  in  a  case  of  this 
adulteration,  or  is  brought  into  the  kind  the  most  stringent  laws  are  never 
market  in  an  impure  state ;"  and  that  availing  beyond  a  comparatively  small 
this  "  system  of  fraud  and  injury  has  extent.  But,  then,  they  must  be  mii*> 
woven  itself  into  the  habits  and  the  versal,  instead  of  being  exceptional 
very  existence  of  those  engaged  in  the  among  the  members  of  the  trade  ; 
trade  of  drug-selling :"  and  add  that  among  whom,  as  among  those  of  aU 
these  statements  are  not  mere  loose  as-  other  callings,  there  will  always  be 
sertions,  but  are  fairly  deduced  results  plenty  who  will  think  money  not 
from  years  of  close  and  interested  ob-  dearly  earned  by  the  twinges  that  their 
servation, — ^we  need  surely  not  do  more  consciences  give  them  at  the  beginning 
than  this,  to  awaken  the  profession  to  of  their  nefarious  practices,  and  who 
a  sense  of  the  difficulty  or  impossibility  will  not  want  cunning  to  evade  the 
of  conducting  a  successful  practice  penalties  of  the  laws,  which  they  have 
when  they  have  only  the  rotten  and  not  the  honesty  to  obey, 
useless  materials  of  the  average  of  the  The  plan  which  the  author  of  the 
drug-market  to  depend  on  for  remedies  pamphlet  proposes  would  begin  at  the 
of  disease.  importation  of  the  drugs:  he  would 

It  must  be,  and  of  course  is,  admitted,  have  inspecting  officers  at  the  docks 

that    a  few    of  the  most  respectable  *nd   bonded    warehouses,    to    inspect 

houses  may,  as  far  as  their  judgment  every  article  landed ;  to  seal  those  that 

goes,  be  relied  on  for  the  quality  of  proved  satisfactory,  and  to  re-export  or 

their  drugs,  but  these  constitute  but  destroy  those  that  were  unfit  for  sale, 

a  small  portion,  and  they  are  them-  Thus,  they  would  at  least  pass  to  the 

selves  liable  to  deception  by  their  cor-  wholesale  druggist   pure.      The  next 

respondents  abroad,  from  whom  the  step  would  be  to  provide  against -the 

public  have  no  warrant  whatever,  and  frauds  and  adulterations  which  aie  in 

whose  frauds  can  be  detected  only  by  his  power;  both  here  therefore,  and  in 

the  sagacity  and  honesty  of  the  few  the  next  stages*  of  their  progress,  in 

honest  wholesale  dealers  here.    In  the  the  shops  of  the  retail- dealer,  the  aa- 

present  state  of  things,  therefore,  few  thor  would  have  a  complete  and  effi- 

practitioners  can  feel  any  confidence  cient  system  of  inspection :  no  article 

that  the  medicines  which  they  prescribe  should  be  allowed  to  pass  to  the  tefail  i 

are  ever  really  administered :  itisfortu-  houses  till  its  purity  were  determined 

nate  if,  in  their  stead,  nothing  mischie-  by  analysis  or  inspection ;  and  in  these 
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houses  an  eye  should  still  be  occasion-  please  may,  exercise  surveillance.   But 

ally  cast  on  it  before  it  passed  to  the  the  first  of  these  questions  it  is  no  part 

hands  of  the  public.  of  the  business  of  druggists  to  inquire 

In  short,  a  more  rigid  system  of  in-  mto ;  and  when  the  writer  goes  out  of 
spectioft  is  the  chief  remedy  proposed  his  way  to  propose  the  total  annihila- 
by  the  author.    We  do  not  doubt  that  tion  of  the  Apothecaries'  Cdbipany,  he 
it  might  be  made  of  much  benefit,  but  forgets  the  truth  that  he  told  in  the 
as  for  putting  an  end  to  all  adulterar-  beginning  of  his  pamphlet — that  he  is 
tions  of  drugs,  no  scheme  of  the  kind  not  a  competent  judge  of  the  afiairs  of 
can  accomplish  such  a  result.    Look,  the  medical  profession,  as  well  as  the 
for   example,    at  the  efforts    of   the  promise  he  made  to  confine  his  atten- 
Excise  Office ;  and,  by  the  way,  if  this  tion  to  his  own  tr^ide. 
plan  of  inspection  is   to  be   carried  Nor  is  this  tlie  only  case  in  which 
out,  it  is  there   that   the  right  and  the  writer  has  forgotten  the  real  posi- 
power  should    be   placed :    look,    we  tion  of  the  class  of  which  he  is  a  meow 
say,  at  the  Excise  Office.    Why,  with  ber.   He  appears  to  have  entirely  over- 
all the  energy,  and  with  all  the  undi»-  looked  the  unfairness  of  the  mode  and 
puted  rigid  and  irresistible  force,  that  extent  in  which  they  practise  medicine,  ^ 
the  Excise  can  employ,  it  is  notorious  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  licensed 
that  excisable  articles  are  adttlterated  apothecary.    The  position  of  the  che- 
by  dishonest  men  at  every  stage  of  their  mist  and  druggist  of  the  present  day  is 
progress,  before  they  arrive  at  being  almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the 
consumed  by  the  public  :  and  yet  how  apothecaries  (at  leajst,  as  far  as  they 
few  are  the  convictions !   In  this  great  were  recognized  by  law)  before  the  year 
metropolis,  in  the  matter  of  beer  alone,  1815 ;  and  if  it  has  never  been  disputed 
the  number  of  annual  convictions  is  that  some  measures  were  then  neces- 
probably  less  than  that  of  the  honest  sary  for  the  security  of   Hoe   public 
publicans  who  do  not  by    drugs  or  against  the  malpractices  of  the  apothe- 
delusion  adulterate  the   articles  they  caries,  it  can  surely  not  be  doubted  that 
sell.    At  the  same  time  it  cannot  be  some  are  requisite  now  to  determine 
doubted  that,  as  far  as  it  goes,  the  sur-  what  are  the  rights  of  the  druggists, 
▼eillance  of  an  Excise  officer  exercises  who  hold  a  similar   position  in  the 
a  most  useful  restraint  on  fraud,  and  it  present  day,  and  to  restrain  them,  as 
is  much  to  be  desired  that  something  of  far  as  possible,  within  the  limits  of 
the  kind  were  establibhcd  in  the  drug-  those    rights.      The    writer    of    this 
trade.  pamphlet  may  do  his  best  to  be  figura- 

With  reference  to   the   parties  by  Hve  and  facetious  at  the  expense  of  the 

whom  the  inspection  should  be  carried  Apothecaries'    Company,   and    to    be 

on,  the  author  speaks  against  the  Apo-  fiery  at  the  quacks,  but  he  should  not 

thecaries'  Company  with  all  the  partia-  forget   that  the  position  of  his  own 

lity  and  acrimony  of  an  opponent  in  class  is  more  anomalous  than  that  of 

trade.    It  might  perhaps  be  advanta-  either,    and    that    whatever  be  their 

geous  that  the  licensing  and  the  trading  assumed  func  tions  their  medical  prac- 

part  of  the  establishment  should  be  tice  is  more  like  that  of  the  latter  than 

more  divided*  and  that  Uie  right  of  of  the  former  class, 

searching  and  inspecting  of  drugs  should  Chemists  and  druggists,  as  they  call 

be  given  to  others  than  those  who  are  themselves  (we  speak  of  course  of  only 

themselves  of  necessity  either  the  op-  the  great  body  of  them)  have  long 

.  ponents  or  friends  in  business  of  all  ceased  to  be  chemists.   'As  a  body  thjcy 

those  over  whom  they  do,  or  if  they  know  no  more  of  chemistry  than  they 
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do  of  astronomy.    And  even  as  drag-  tocy  examination,  that  they  may  be 

giats,    if    this     pamphlet    may    he  trusted  not  to  do  mischief.    In  a  frordy 

trusted,  the  knowledge   the  majority  those  who  are  chemists  only  by  name 

of  them  possess  is  of  that  kind  add  should  be  compelled  to  become,  in  &ct, 

quantity   so    commonly    met   with —  either  apothecaries  or  druggists ;   tiiey 

enough  Uf  cheat  with,  but  not  enough  should  have  licenses  eithcar  to  pntctifie 

to  prevent  being  cheated :  they  can  all  and  sell  medicines,  or  to  do  the  latter 

adulterate  their  goods,  but  they  do  not  only.    In  the  former  case  they  might  be 

seem  able,  even  when  disposed  to  do  it,  placed  under  the  superintendence   of 

to    determine   how    far    others   have  the  Apothecaries'  Company ;    in    the 

already  adulterated  them  by  any  other  latter,  as  the  writer  of  the  pamphlet 

test  than  the  relation  which  the  asked  suggests,  under  that  of  some  aothoiiaed 

price  bears  to  the  market  price  of  each  body,  with  powers  siinilar  to  those  of 

genuine  article.    This  might  have  been  the  Excise, 
enough  to  call    for  legislative  inter-  "— — 

.  ference,  seeing  that  they  deal  with  goods  the 

on  which  the  health  of  every  member  of  LATE  INQUEST  AT  KENSINGTON. 

the  commtmity  is  once  or  more  in  his    t  ae«  »>o«v  w^  ««»-  •  «>.,«♦ *     *• 

,.-   ,         ri     ^      ,  -     ,         ,       LULST  week  we  gave  a  snort  account  of 

life  dependent.  But  they  go  further?  the    the  inquest  held  at  Kensington  on  the 

great  majority  of  those  from  whom  the    body  of  Elizabeth  fViry.    On  Thum- 

above  picture  of  ignorance  is  drawn,    ^y»  ^^®  ^^  ^^'  another  investiga- 
^^.^^^  ^\^^,^i^  tion  mto  the  same    case   took  place 

practise  physic-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  Guardians  o?  the 

"Pmcribe,  attend,  the  modidne  make,  and  Kensington  Union,  and  Sir  E.  Head, 

K^^^'  the   metropolitian   assistant   commis- 

— and  this  without  even  the  plea  of  be-  Moner.    Scarcely  any  new  facts  were 

nevolence  which  the  good  man  of  whom  f^^^d,  and  the  investigation,  like  the 

«ii«  K..^  »..  «r^»«^«..  Ls^u^     ^     T*  •  inqwest,  termmatedby  acensureonthe 

the  hne  was  wntten  might  urge.    It  is  union  surgeon,  and  the  relieving  officer, 

probable  that  the  majority  of  what  are  The  merits  of  the  Question  lie  in  a 

regarded  as  slight  illnesses,  and  of  those  nut-shell.    The  grand  boast  of  the  Poor 

little  disorders  whose  sum  determines  J^w  Commissioners,  perhaps  the  only 

*\^^  ^^r^^^.  ^c  ^     »  vr              1-      ^i_  boast  founded  on  truth,  18  that  they  have 

the  length  of  man's  life  as  much  as  the  lowered  the  rates.  Yes,  they  are  loWeiecL 

rarer  but  more  severe  afflictions  do,  are    and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  they 
treated  by  dniggists,  who,  so  fiir  from    ^^^  not.    The  same  plan  of  minimi- 

being  authorized  to  take  the  charge  ^^^  V^  ^I:^^  ?'8^^'  ^  extended 

^^A  ««-«  ^r  A'  J.  ^^^i  they  differed  from  sero,  to  use  a 

and  cure  of  disease,  aiie  even  ignorant  mathema&cal  expression,  by  k  quantity 

of  the  nature  of  the  means  which  they  less  than  any  that  can  be  assigned.  Let 

make  use  of.  all  the    Union  Bastiles,  for  instance. 

We  say  again,  what  we   have   re-  ^  ^*^^  ground,  and  we  would  gua- 

peatedly  u^d.  t.«t  then,  cannot  be  SSat^T'^SS'  ¥Sr£"tt 

any  reason  why  chemists  should  not  ing  of  the  rates  has  been  accompanied 

be  prevented  from  practising  medicine,  by  a  fri^tful  increase  of  the  sn^rings 

Either  they  should  be  restrained  from  °^  ^^  poor —of  misery  not  the  less 

doing  more  than  seUing  medicines  ac-  JlfT^l^Ti*'  l^!i5?T^l''^i^.  '^''^'^ 

,r     .  .^     ®       .*  ,  are  commonly  huddled  into  their  graves 

cording  to  prescnptions,  or  if  they  may  without  comment— is  most  true;  but 

be  allowed  to  dispense  on  their  own  Btill  the  consoling  arithmetical  feet  re- 

recommendation,  it  should  only  be  for  ™^ns  that  the  rates  are  lowered.  When 

very  slight  cases,  and  they  should  be  TJJfS^^lt'''^   the  reduction  has 

««»^o^#li  r        ^  •  .t^.         ..,  oeen effected,  we  immediately  find  that 

prevented  from  doing  even  this  until  one  of  the  chief  instruments  o7  economy 

they  have  shown,  by  passing  a  satis&c-  has  been  a  harsh  tone  towards  the  poor. 
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The  objects  to  be  relieved,  are  not,  as  treated  wiUi  extreme  rigour ;  and  it  is 
the  Malthuslans  alwa]^  insinuate,  ma^  not  every  one  who  can  ^ve  nothing  with 
chines  which  advance  with  unerring  the  suavity  of  a  courtier,  or  who  even 
aim  towards  the  proffered  gruel,  but  knows  how  many  degrees  below  zero, 
living  creatures  as  capable  of  being  are  esteemed  the  proper  temperature  of 
hurt  oy  scorn  and  contempt  as  many  charity  at  Somerset  House.  It  would 
an  assistant-commissioner.  It  is  not  to  seem  from  this  investigation  that  the 
be  supposed,  however,  that  this  desi-  rule  of  admitting  urgent  cases  into 
Table  or  rate-lowering  manner  has  the  workhouses  without  an  order  is  by  i\o 
same  precise  hue  in  all  who  adopt  it.  means  universally  acted  on :  the  same 
The  polished  Malthusian  expresses  his  thing  came  to  light  in  the  investigation 
regret  that  his  painful  duty  will  not  ofthecaseoftheyoun^  woman,  who  was 
permit  him  to  allow  tobacco  to  enter  a  lately  delivered  in  a  ciu),  having  been  re- 
workhouse  ;  while  a  relieving  officer  fusea  admittance  into  Lambeth  and  St. 
bids  applicants  for  bread  be£[one  in  the  James's  workhouses ;  so  that  any  ca- 
plainest  English :  the  spirit  is  the  same  tastrophe  may  happen  while  an  order 
in  both.  Tliere  is  a  pretence  which  we  is  being  procured, 
have  all  heard  a  thousand  times,  that  The  observations  of  Sir  £•  Head  on 
workhouses,  as  now  manu^  are  ex-  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Friry  were  just 
quisite  tests  of  destitution ;  nne  sieves  by  and  feeUng,  and  if  commonly  made  by 
which  our  Poor  Law  people  can  infiiUibly  Commissioners  and  Assistant-Commis- 
separate  the  impostor  nom  the  merito-  sioners,would0o  far  to  disarm  opposition 
nous  poor  man ;  the  starving  labourer  to  the  New  £aw,  by  humanizing  the 
passes  through,  while  the  mere  idler  spirit  in  which  it  would  be  adminis- 
remains  upon  the  wires.  In  practice,  tered.  Let  us  trust  that  it  may  be  so ; 
however,  these  coarse  bolters  do  not  and  instead  of  the  Harpagon  howl  of 
succeed ;  rather  than  submit  to  the  **  Lower  the  rates,"  may  we  hear  the 
shameM  rigour  of  a  Union  peniten-  more  English  cry  of  **  Relieve  the  suf- 
tiarv,  the  poor  prefer  dying  of  want  in  fering!" 
their  own  hovels.     It  is  obvious  to    

SJS^one^^n^  KOYAL   MEDICAL   AND    CHIKUR- 

be  of  common  occurrence,  ana  that  the  GICAL  SOCIETY, 

prominent  distinction  of  the  case  is  Not.  10,  ism. 

Mr.  Wake's  activity  in  bringinj^  it  to  pn.  Cumi»knino  in  thb  Cbahu 

light.     Hence    the  true  palliation  of  

the  conduct  of  the  surgeon  and  reiiev-  a  Fimrth  Memoir  on  mme  Prmdplee  nf 

mg  officer  at  Kensington — ^if  palliation  Pathology  in  the  Nerwue  Syetem :  viz, 

it  can  be  called—- is  to  be  found  in  the  on  the  PIm  ef  Oheervatiom  to  he  adopted 

admitted  facts  that  "  lower  the  ratesP'  t*  the  Inoeetitfation  of  the  Dieeaeee  ^ 

is  the  never  ceasing  cry  of  their  mas-  thie   Syetem.     By  MxasRALL  Hali, 

ters  the  Poor  Law  (5)mmissioner8;  and  M.D.  P.R.S. 

that  the  only  way  of  doinff  this  effec-  Arrsa  having  alladed  to  the  subject  of  his 

tually  is  by  scaring  away  uie  suffering  former  memoin,  the  author  obterves  that  it 

PQor.     Instead  of  taking  up  this  line  of  ia  impoaaible  now  to  observe  or  investigate  a 

defence,  however,  Mr.  Wright  sends  a  disease  of  the  nervous  ^jatcm,  without  a 

letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  constant  reference  to  the  distinctions  he  haa 

which  he  says,  ainon?  other  thin«,  ^'T^'^i^^^lJ^Jli^n^^ 

"  It  is  not  tliat  I  feeUndividuaUy  Oie  pathology.    He  observes,  sufficient  ^  been 

,   \  _J^       ^v               m  ^  ««w«  «ii^  •»  done  to  shew  that  we  must,  in  all  such  in- 

dastardly  ««™?»»y,?>^  *JP^/*^^^  yestigations.  view   the  ne^ous  system  a. 

once  avow    Aeir  ^^Waltyto  A«r  ^|^?;iaednot  hito  the  cerebro-spinal  and 

Sovereign  by  the  reckless  opposition  to  u^^e,  but  into  the  cerebral,  the  sphia!, 

the  New  Poor  Law— to  a  bill,  whicn,  ^^^^  gangUonic ;  and  that,  in  considering 

whatever  be  its  merits  or  its  defects,  is  ^^j^  aiseaae-of  the  system^  we  must  trace  its 

nevertheless  the  established  law  of  the  fnfioence  distbcdy  hi  these  three  subdiri- 

land."     Such  trash  as  this    does  not  sionaof  that  system.    We  must  inauire  — 

mend  the  matter  in  the    least.    The  1,  What  are  the  diseases  of  the  cerebral,  of 

real  excuse  should  be,  that  in  order  to  the  true  spinal,  and  of  the  ganglionic  subdi- 

reduce  the  rates    to    a  minimum,  or  visions  of  the  nervous  system  ?  and  2.  What 

"  carry  out  the  new  Poor  Law,"  as  it  is  is  the  faiflnenoe  of  disease  of  one  of  tiieac  on 

often  termed,  the   indigent  must  be  the  other  two  ?  and  in  what  order  is  that 
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inflnenoe  manifested  ?    The  replies  to  these  5.  The  sapenrention  of  one  or  two  of 

qnestionB  give  the  diaffmmU  and  the  prog^  tiiese  upon  the  third  ptevioiuily  enadag. 

notit,  6.  The  oondition  of  the  mnacvlar  irrita* 

In  hemiplegia  the  danger  is  in  proportion  bility. 
to  the  degree  in  which  &  true  spinal  sys*  7.  Tlie  condition  of  the  reflex  and  retro- 
tern  is  involved  with  the  cerebral.     la  there  gvade  actions. 
Btertor  ?  is  there  dysphagia  ?  are  the  spbinc*  8.  The  action  of  the  ms  nervoia. 
ters  affected  ?  there  is  great  danger.     Do  9.  The  effects  of  emotion, 
these  symptoms  continue  in  spite  of  active  10.  Hie  power  of  volition, 
remedies?  the  case  is  fatal.     What  is  the  11.  The  probable  influence  of  counter- 
rationale  ?    The  true  spinal  system  haa  been  pressure. 

affected  by  the  cerebral  disease,  by  counter-  12.  The  condition  of   paralysis  and  of 

pressure.    If  this  be  from  congestion  merely,  spasm,  and  the  changes  in  these, 

bloodletting  relieves  it,  and  the  symptoms  Some  discussion  followed,  but  not  of  a 

cease.     If  the  symptoms  do  not  cease,  the  nature  to  throw  any  farther  light  upon  the 

fear  is  excited  that  not  congestion  but  effu-  subject, 

rion  is  the  immediate  cause.  ■ — — ' 

In  a  ci»e  of  the  pamt  ^xjpleir,  tint  ^^^ULTS  OF  M.  OIOT1A;s  TOXI- 

foUowing  .  yiolmt  fit  rfqrflef.?,  t^  eye-  COLOGICAL  EXPERIMENTS, 

lids  did  not  close  when  the  eyelashes  or  the  Wb  return  to  this  subject,  and  give  the 

oonjunctivm  waa  touched  ;  nor  did  dashing  results,  sueh  as  we  have  seen  them,  and  as 

cold  water    on  the  face  induce    sobbing,  they  have  been  publicly  announced  by  the 

Forty  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  professor,  with  a  view  to  prove  on  the  one 

arm,  and  these  functions  of  the  true  spinal  part  that  arsenic  and  tartar  emetic,  when 

system  were  at  once  restored.     It  is  unne-  absorbed,  are  mingled  with  the  blood,  pass 

oessary  to  state  what  influence  these  facts  successively  through  all  the  organs,  and  are 

had  on  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis.  rejected  more  or  less  rapidly,  as  excrementi- 

In  a  case  of  hydrocephaloid  disease,  the  tial  products,  through  the  urines ;    on  the 

eyelids  gaped  and  remained  motionless  when  other,  that  the  treatment  by  tonics  is  dis- 

approached  and  touched  with  the  finger.    On  astrous,   while  the  treatment  by  diuretics 

giving  cordials,  the  true  spinal  system  re-  is  regarded  as  most  advantageous  by  M. 

covered  its  functions,  and  the  little  patient  Orfila. 

recovered  forthwith.  All  the  dogs  to  which  small  doses  of  arae- 

The  first  degree  of  apoplexy  exists  as  a  nical  acid  dissolved  in  water  were  Hminis- 

purely  cerebral  affection,  the  second  involves  tered,  and  whidi  were  snbaeqfnently  left  to 

the  true  spinal  marrow,  Snd  the  third  the  themaelvee,    whether    they  were   hied    or 

ganglionic  syatem.       Coma,     stertor    and  gorged  with  hot  water,  with'a  view  to  excite 

dysphagia,  bronchial  rattle,  &c.  respectively  and  augment  the  urinary  aecretion,  were 

denote  these  several  degrees  of  this  malady,  cured.    All  those,  on  the  contraiy,  whioh 

Tetanus,  on  the  other  hand,  is  at  the  first  took  the  same  dose  of  arsenical  add,  and 

a  purely  spaial  sAsetion  t  ^  cerebral  func-  were  treated  by  tonical  medicaments,  died, 

tions  are  unaflbcted  \  during  its  oourse  the  One  dog,   which,  without   being  poisoned, 

cerebral  and  the  gan|^onic  subdivisions  of  had  the  tonic  potion  of  M.  Koguetta  passed 

the  nervous  system  become  involved.  forcibly  thrice  successively  into  his  stomach. 

Epilepsy  seems  to  occupy  the  limits  of  the  died  in  a  few  hours  ;  but  it  must  be  con- 
true  cerebral  and  spinal  system.  The  first  fessed  that  the  dose  was  enormous.  What 
symptoms  are,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  if  are  we  to  conclude  from  results  in  appearance 
not  in  all,  affections  of  the  true  spinal :  the  so  positive  and  conclusive  ?  Our  embarrasa- 
effects  of  these  are  seen  in  the  cerebral  sub-  ment  wiU  be  readily  conceived.  M.  Roguetta 
divisions  of  the  system.  has    made,    before  a    commission    of  the 

Thepaperdiscussesthesub)ect  of  counter.  Academy  of  Medicine,  some  experimenta, 

pressure,  in  cerebral  diseaaes,  on  the  true  by  which  he  contends  that  he  has  established 

spinal  marrow ;  and  the  peculiar  effect  of  that  all  the  dogs  which  took  his  tonic  medi- 

exposure  to  cold,  in  first  inducing  paralysis  caments  were  cured,  whilst  all  thoae  whioh 

and  then  spasmodic  affection.     These  points  he  treated  by  Ueeding,  according  to  M. 

were  illustrated  by  a  series  of  facts  and  ob-  Orflla's  plan,  died,  either  from  the  effeota 

servations.  of  the  poison,  or  of  the  particular  mode  of 

The  author  cdhcluded  by  presenting  a  list  treatment.     M.  Orfila  on  his  side  asaerts, 

of  the  points  to  be  noticed  m  investigating  that  he  has  proved  that  all  the  dogs  whidi 

the  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  in  the  he  had  treated  by  bleeding  and  hot  water 

form  of  a  table ; —  have  been  cured,  while  those  to  which  he 

1.  The  cerebral  symptoms,  administered  tonics,  died.     Between  Hippo* 

2.  The  true  q>inal  symptoms,  crates,  who  eays   ''  Yes,"  and  Galen,  who 

3.  The  ganglionic  S3rmptoms,  distinctly.  says   '*  No,"   we    have    always    said    both 

4.  The  degree  of  complication  of  these.  '*  yes"  and  "  no.'*     In  effect,  dogs  petaoned 
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by  anenio  become  cored  by  all  modes  of  iliakee  no  depodt  on  a  pbroelain  plate,  all 

treatment,  provided  they  yomit,  that  is  to  say  the  reactionB  employed  are  pure,  and  Marsh's 

(if  the  word  be  permitted  us)  provided  they  apparatas  may  be  used  with  all  safety.     We 

<•  disempoison  "  themselves.    Diuretics  may  have  no  objection  to  make  to  this  reasoning, 

be  usefiil  when  they  aid  the  animal  to  rid  But  we  must  observe,  that  it  is  not  every 

himself,  through  the  urinal  proceNs,  of  tlic  brilliant  spot  which  is  arsenical  \  and  this  is 

quantity  of  poison  absorbed.      But  these  confessed  by  M.  Oriila  himself.    There  are 

same  diuretics  may  be  injurious  when,   at  employed   for    the  treatment  of  arsenical 

the  same  time  that  they  expel  the  poisons  matters,  potofM  tk  Valcohol,  nitric  add,  and 

absorbed ;  they  dihite  that  which  still  remains  nitrate  of  potass.     We  need  scarcely  add, 

in  a  state  of  powder  in  the  digestive  system,  that  the  utmost  pains  must  be  taken  to 

M.  Orfila  himself  admitting  that,  in  order  secure  the  purity  of  these  substances.     M. 

to  act,  arsenical  add,  which  is  little  soluble  Orfila  ordered  a  kilogranune  of  nitrate  of 

by  nature,  must  in  the  first  instance  be  dis-  potash  to  be  taken  by  chance  firom  a  drug- 

solved.     On  the  other  side,  tonics  may  be  gist's,  this  nitrate  being  crystallised.    500 

advantageous  when    they  give  the  animal  grammes  of  this  nitrate  of  potash  were  de- 

new  strength  to  vomit,   but   they  become  composed,  through  exposure  to  heat,  by  436 

pernicious    when  fever   and    inflammation  grammes  of  pure  sulphuric  add,  and  jidded 

have  been  already  produced  by  the  action  of  in  Marsh's  apparatus  no  trace  of  arsenic, 

the  poison.  while  the  second  half  of  the  same  nitrate, 

M.  Orfila  established — I,  that  the  eUnuna-  with  the  addition  of  the  hundredth  part  of 
lion  of  poison  through  the  urine  is  much  a  gramme  of  liquid  arsenical  add,  at  once 
more  rapid  in  the  case  of  tartar  emetic  than  gave  numerous  metallic  spots,  whence  the 
of  arsenic ;  2,  that  this  elimination  takes  professor  thought  himself  justified  in  con* 
place  firom  the  commencement  of  the  poison-  duding,  that  tiM  common  nitrate  of  potadi, 
ing,  and  is  continued  so  long  as  the  organs  used  forpurposes  of  trade,  whoi  it  is  crys- 
oontain  poison ;  3,  and  lastly,  that  arsenic  or  tallised  never  contains  arsenic.  But  M. 
antimony  remains  in  the  interior  organs,  the  Orfila  also  demonstrated  by  divers  experi- 
liver  espedally,  even  when  no  traces  of  it  ments  that  the  peroxyde  of  common  iron 
are  longer  to  be  found  in  the  excrementi^al  and  that  used  by  druggists  almost  abraya 
liquid.  His  experiments  all  confirmed  these  oontaios  arsenic.  In  seeking  for  the  origin 
results,  whether  they^  treated  the  urines  of  of  this  poisonous  substance  in  a  medicament 
dogs  which  had  survived  the  poisoning,  or  usually  accounted  an  antidote,  M.  Orfila 
operated  upon  the  urine  or  the  organs  of  showed  that  it  was  owing  to  the  pyrites  of 
those  which  were  slain,  or  had  died  within  iron  employed  for  the  preparation  of  col- 
one  or  six  days  after  imbibing  the  poison,  cothar,  which  pyrites  of  iron  is  known  to 
Moreover,  at  the  request  of  several  pbysi-  contain  arsenic  pretty  frequently, 
dans,  it  was  established  that  the  urines  of  That  there  exist  arsenical  earths  no  one 
several  sick  persons  who  had  taken  either  doubts.  Arsenic  is  as  generally  diffused  as 
emetic  or  arsenic  as  medicaments,  exhibited,  iron,  and  iron  is  to  met  all  through  nuture. 
when  submitted  to  Marsh's  apparatus.  But  can  the  arsenic  which  exists  in  the 
traces  by  no  means  equivocal  of  arsenic  or  earth  communicate  itself  to  a  dead  body  ?" 
of  antimony,  No,"  says  M.  Orfila;    and  here  are  the 

It  is  obvious  how  important  these  results  experiments  and  reasonings  on  which  he 

are,  dther  therapeuticaily  considered,  or  in  founded  his  opinion.     He  collected  in  dif- 

oonnexion  with  legal  me<&cine.     The  physi-  ferent  places,  more  especially  in  cemeteries, 

cian#  when  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  patient  earths  containing  salts  or  arsenical  composts ; 

whom  he  has  reason  to  believe  poisoned,  and  in  no  instance  did  he  obtam,  by  the 

may  at  once,  by  a  simple  chemical  analysis,  excludve  action  of  boiling  water,  a  toiutum 

assure  himself  whether  these  suspicions  are  which  in  Marsh's  apparatus  yiddied  arsenical 

well  founded.    But  M.  Orfila  did  not  con-  spots.     Upon  the  other  hand,  he  took  seven 

fine  to  this  the  important  disclosures  whidi  pounds  of  earth  from  the  cemetery  of  Mont 

he  made  to  his  audience.     This  part  of  his  Famasse,  diluted  them  with  water,  treated 

experiments  or  demonstrations,  of  which  we  afterwards  with  boiling  sulphuric  acid  for 

have  stUl  to  give  an  account,  is  ndther  the  the  space  of  24  houn,  and  obtained  firom 

least  important  nor  the  least  filled  with  in-  the  iolutum    manifest   traces    of  arsenic, 

terest.  Strong  acids,  therefore,  are  sione  capable  of 

The  first  care  to  be  taken  in  a  course  of  decomposing  or  dissolving  anenical  salts 
medico-legal  experiments  is  to  make  certain  found  in  the  earth,  and  water,  even  boiling, 
of  the  purity  of  the  reactions  employed,  kas  no  action  whatever  upon  them.  Unl^ 
For  Marsh's  apparatus,  M.  Orfila  observes,  ^e  admit  unknown  reactions  in  the  bosom 
that  the  precautions  to  be  ttkea  are  very  of  the  earth,  unless  we  suppose  an  inter- 
simple.  Zinc  and  water  are  put  into  a  flagon,  yention  of  elcctroi^ymical  forces  to  explain 
Some  pure  sulphuric  add  is  added,  and  the  phenomena  which  we  do  not  see,  and  which 
aa  is  inflamed.     If  the  jot  of  this  flame  we  cannot  establish,  it  is  imposdble,  says 


332  NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  MEDICAL  AS80CUTI0N. 

* 

M.  Oriik,  to  •Anaee  thm  torreae  tnente  NORTH  OP  ENGLAND  MEDICAL 

^^ILS^'^^JH^^'  ASSOCIATION. 
Another  question  renumw.    Cta  the  body 

of  an  iDiiiiriilaAt  who  has  been  poitonod  loee  ^"^^  - 

the  anenie  which  it   contains  ?      **  Yes,"  Tbs  CooneO  met  on  Wednesday  last  (Dr. 

replies  M.  OrftU  with  confidence,  "because,  Hsadlam,  President,  in  tlie  chair),  iriien, 

in  the  decomposition  of  animal  matter,  it  after  the  transaction  of  otlier  bnsbiess  had 


may  be  carried  off  by  gases  wiiich  deoom-  iieen  ooncfaided,  tlie  Medical  Piofcssion  Bil^ 

mse  themsehes,  ammoniac  in  particular,  proposed  to  be  introduced  into  the  House  of 

Bat  we  may -object :  can  we  believe  Uiat  no  Commons  by  Benjamin  Hawea,  Esq.,  M.P.* 

ammoniacal  gas  is  disengaged  in  the  earth  was  taken  into  oonsideratioa :   and  it  was 

itself?    Is  not  the  earth  of  cemeteries  im-  resolred  unanimously : — 
pregnated  with  aidmal  matter  ?     It  is  not        '*  Tlkat  the  Council  have  much  pleasure  in 

Dy  Uieory,  but  by  direct  experiments,  that  expressing  their  approbation  of  the  prindples 

these  questions  must  be  answered.     Still  it  whidi  hsTe  been  obserred  in  the  construe- 

must  be  remembered  that  anenie  proceeding  tion  of  this  Bill. 

finom  the  earth,  and  communicatea  to  a  dead        *'  1.  Because  the  Bill  proposes  to  institute 

body,  nerer  can  produce  effects  snalogous  aregistry  of  aU  persons,  who  are,  at  this  time, 

or  comparable  to  those  which  result  fivm  or  may  hereafter  become,  legally  qualified  to 

poisoning  by  means  of  arsenic  during  life,  practise  the  art  of  Medicine  in  the  United 

It  could  only  penetrate  by  imbibition :  and  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
we  hare  seen  by  what  diaracteristic  signs        **  2.  Because  it  prorides  for  the  consolida- 

we  can  <tistingnish  a  toxic  substance  wldch  thm  and  oiganisation  of  tlie  profession,  by 

has  been  conveyed  into  the  oi^gans  by  phy-  incorporating  the  qualified  members  thereof. 

Biological  circulation  and  absorption.  snd    by    entrusting    the  administration  of 

As  to  the  important  question  of  tlie  spots  medical    affairs    to    three    RepresentatiTe 

snpplied  by  Bfarsh's  i^iparatus,   arsenical  Councils  —  one  in   England,  a  second  in 

spots  are  brilliant,  and  of  a  dear  gray,  very  Scotbnd,  and  a  third  in  Ireland. 
lUce  the  colour  of  steel.     Antimonial  spots        '*  3.  Because  it  proposes  to  confer  upon 

are  deeper,  more  opaque,  and  have  blue  re-  all  qualified  praetitionen  of  medicine,  equal 

flection,  like  the  crystals  of  antimony.     But  rights,  immunities,  snd  privileges. 
if  we  suppose  spots  of  arsenic  and  antunony        **  Because  it  contemplates  providing  the 

nixed,  will  it  be  always  easy  to  distinjgush  United  Kingdom  with  a  duly  certificated  body 

and  appreciate  them  ?  M.Orflla,  to  habituate  of  medical  prsotitionera,  by  requiring  all  per. 

the  evea  of  his  audience  to  tiie  effect  pro-  sons  who  shall  be  engaged  in  medical  prao- 

dueed  by  this  alliance,  passed  round  a  plate  tioe  to  be  licensed  by  one  or  other  of  the 

covered  with  spots  obtsined,  some  by  means  Councils. 

ofamixtnre,inMar8h'sapparatus,  of  adrop        «<  5.  Because  it  proposes  to  afford  pro^ 

of  arsenical  acid  and  a  drop  of  antimoniacal  tection  to  the  public  against  the  dangmua 

add,  others  fifom  two  drmps  c»f  the  former  practices  of  ignorant  pretenden  to  medical 

and  one  of  the  latter,  and  afterwards  he  pro-  knowledge,  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  and 

ceeded  so  fer  as  nine  drops  of  arsenical  add  privileges  of  the  qualified  practitioner,  by 

to  the  same  quantity  of  antimony.     He  also,  rendering  it  penal  for  any  one  to  practise 

pursuing  an  opponte  course,  presented  spots  medidne  without  the  license  of  one  or  other 

proceedmg  from  an  admixture  of  the  same  of  the  aforesaid  Coundls. 
adds,  but  in  inverse  proportions.    This  was         <«  6.  Because  it  makes  provision  for  in- 

a  most  interesting  examinalaon;  but  the  eyes  garing  uniformity  in  the  qualification  ef  all 

are  imperfect  judgca  to  decide  such  a  qnes-  mediaU  praetitionen,  by  obliging  the  Coun- 

tion.     Accordingly,  M.  Orfila  recommends  dls  to  examine  all  candidates  for  thdr  license ; 

the  profession  to  consult  the  chemical  cha-  and  by  the  election  of  a  Senate,  to  which  is 

ncteristics,  by  the  aid  of  whidi  it  is  always  to  be  entrusted  the  framing  of  bye-lawa  for 

possible  to  distinguish  arsenic  from  antimony  regulating,  m  all  respects,  the  education  of 

and  other  metals.     In  oondudon,  M.  Orfila  gtudents,  and  the  exapiinataon  of  candidates 

said,  that  to  ask  of  legal  medicine  to  weigh  for  diplomas  of  qualification  to  practise  the 

the  poison  which  it  disooven  in  a  corpse  is  art  of  Medidne ;  such  persons  only  as  shall 

to  demand  an  impossibility.     M.  Orfila  is,  comply  with  the  bye-laws  of  the  Senate 

«-  -  -   -  .      .        fop    a 


m  every 
respect,  to  be  conducted  in  the  manner  pre- 
becoming   too    enthusiastically   wedded  to    Kribed  by  such  bye-laws  as  aforesaid*. 
notiona  of  progress,  may  we  not  hope  from __ ^ 

the  future  what  the  past  has  been  mcapable      .  * '"••,Kr?ii''^**^i  Sf ?"l!55i  tJ  ♦^V'^ 

. ,.  .,       a     /Zv  JL^^.^  Ax/Zr^      clause  of  this  Bill,  would  be  confided  to  the  Coun- 

of  accomplishing  ?— (I^awt ,  /ram  tke  Mo-     ^.j|,  ^j^  senate,  whiUt  they  would  obviously  tend 

mteur.J  to  secure  profetsionsl  competency,  and.nnifor- 

^.^^  mity  in  the  qualification  of  medical  praclitiooera 
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<*  7.  Bfcaiifle  it  propows    to    place  the  of  advancing  the  progress  of  medical  legi^ 

Dcicnce  and  practioe  of  Pharmacy  wider  pro-  ktion  in  the  next  session  of  pariiament. 

per  superintendence,  by  requiring  all  che-  A  letter  having  been  read  from  the  Secre- 

mists  and  druggists  to  hold  the  Ucense  of  one  tary  of  the    British  J4edical  Association, 

or  other  of  the  Comidls ;  and  by  rendering  relative  to  the  appointment  of  delegates,  it 

it  imperative  on  all  persons  who  shall  not  was  resolved  nnanimonsly,  on  the  motion  of 

have  carried  on  the  bnainess  of  a  chemist  Sir  John  Fife,  of  Newcastle,  seconded  by 

or  druggist  prior  to  the  pasamg  of  this  Act,  Dr.  Brown,    of   Sunderland,   "  That  tbh 

to  undergo  an  examination  in  aooordanoe  Council  do  anthoriae  their  Secretary  to  pro* 

with  the  bye-law  of  the  Senate,  before  re-  oeed  to  London,  as  a  delegate  from  this 

oeiving  the  license  of  the  Council.  Aasodation,  appointed  to  oo-operate  with  the 

"  8.  Because  it  provides  for  the  pnbUca-  representatives  of  other  Medical  Assodationa 

tion  of  a  British  Pharmaoopceia."  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  promoting  the 

The  Council,  in  stating  their  general  an-  advancement  of  medical  legislation, 

probation  of  the  principles  embmiied  in  the     : *■ 

Bill  of  Mr.  Hawes,  and  of  some  of  the  more  LOOSENESS  OF  THE  TEETH, 
important  features  of  that  measure,  beg  to 

be  understood  as  not  by  any  means  giving  Among  the  various  causes  which  produce 
their  implicit  and  unconditional  assent  to  the  looseness  of  one  or  several  teeth,  none  is 
whole  of  the  propositions  therein  contained,  more   common   than  inflammation   of  the 
Some  of  them  would  undoubtedly  require  to  alveolar  processes  and  sockets.     Sometimes 
be  considered,  before  bringing  the  Bill  into  this  originates  in  disease  of  the  tooth  itself, 
perlkment ;   others  to  be  amended,  or  per-  or  of  the  gums ;  but  in  other  instances,  the 
haps  entirely  withdrawn ;   and  in  some  re-  diseased  process  commences  in  the  alveolar 
spects  the  Bill  is  defective  on  the  ground  of  periosteum,  and  by  spreading  to  the  sockets 
omission.  and  gums,  it  gives  rise  to  great  pain,  swell- 
In  the  present  position  of  medical  affurs,  ingt  and  sponginess  of  the  latter,  while  it 
and  in  the  anticipation  of  a  third  Medical  'eventually  detaches  the  fiuigs  of  the  teeth 
Bill,  it  would  be  eminently  unwise  and  im-  implicated  in  the  attack,  from  the  grasp  of 
prudent  iijtlus  Association  to  pledge  itself  to  the  sockets,  and  thus  at  last  the  teeth  fall 
the  support  of  any  particular  measure ;  and  out,  though  in  themselves  they  exhibit  no 
the  Coimdl  would  strongly  urge  upon  their  appearance  of  decav. 
brethren,  in  all  parts  of  the  kmgdom,  the  The  progress  of  die  dieeaae  is  aocom- 
expediency  of  withholding  their  positive  ad-  panied  by  extreme  pain,  and  as  a  pnrifona 
herence  to  any  given  plan  of  Medical  Reform,  discharge  ooses  out  from  bctwimu  the  guma 
until  opportanity  have  been  affoided  the  and  the  inflamed  periosteum,   many  limit 
profesaioo  of  ascertaining  the  number  and  their  attempts  to  local  means,  and  often  sue- 
nature  of  the  bills  which  are  likely  to  be  «ed  in  effecting  a  cure  by  frequent  q>pliea- 
■nbmitted  to  Parliament.  tions  of  leeches  to  the  inflamed  gum^  and  ui 
The  Council  are  furthermore  of  opinion,  ^^  obstinate  cases,  by  incisions  freely  made 
that  a  strenuous  effort  should  be  made  to  through  the  gums  and  inflamed  perkMteonu 
pneore  the  introduction  hito  the  legislature  Last  year  a  patientof  mine  was  thus  affected, 
of  one  biU  and  of  one  only.    With  this  end  and  thus  treated,  and  although  under  the 
in  view,  and  in  the  hope  of  adi^iting  such  care  of  a  most  skiUnl  snigeon,  and  of  an 
Bin,  as  for  as  possible,  to  the  exigencies  botib  eminent  dentist,  he  lost  successively  a  left 
of  the  public   and  of  the  profession,  they  hicuspis  and  molar  of  the  upper  jaw.     His 
give  their  cordial  assent  to  the  proposal  of  lofferings  were  for  a  short  time  relieved  by 
the  British  Medical  Association,  that  dele-  the  extraction  of  each  tooth,  but  m  a  few 
gates  should  be  chosen  by  the  diffsrent  aaso-  days  became  as  agonismg  as  ever,  when 
eiations  to  meet  in  London  for  the  purpoae  Ending  all  the  neighbouring  teeth  loose,  and 

being  told  that  they  also  must  soon  be  drawn, 

he  had  recourse,  in  despair,  to  a  celebrated 

in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingjdom  irrespec-  homoeopathic  doctor,   whose  mfinitessimal 

examine  medical  students  ;  for  by  the  conclod-  suffenngs  were  produced  by  a  direct  physical 

iog  part  of  the  clause,  all  candidates  applyinic  to  cause,  which  lay  for  beyond  the  limits  to 

^.iI5'?*™!lL*'lJ^t£2,'!Sf  !11?  Z^i  ^uST:  which  the  influence  of  even  the  most  power- 
pelled  to  produce  evidence  of  baring  taken  a  ,     i«..^«.*5„«  ^«  ««— iui-  ••^.-J      w— 
degree  in  Medicine,  or  having  passed  an  exami-  im  unagmation  can  possibly  extend.     Map- 
nation  in  Medicine  or  Sundry,  before  one  or  pening  to  mention  his  wretched  state  to  me, 
other  of  the  institutions  entitled  to  grant  f  di-  j  immediately  recollected,  that  a  year  before 

ploma,  certificate,  or  letters-testimonial,  at  the     ,  ,    . JJ.ii,. ^-j  u;^  m^'  w^m^^mti^ 

iime  of  the  passing  of  this  Act.    No  University.  *  nad  suooessfoUy  treated  him  ffmr  a  P«Mtie 

College,  or  Hall,  would,  however,  (sfter  the  pub-  affection  of  the  sternum  and  ribs,  and  that 

lication  of  the  bye-laws  of  the  Senate,)  have  hydriodate  of  potash  was  the  medicine  which 

this  Act.    "^                "^  use  ten  grains  of  it  three  tmiet  a  day,  and 
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had  the  ntufiietion  of  perceiving  a  dailj  eroum  per  eate,  the  privikge  of  ▼amTWlkty 

improTementf  so  that  pain  and  inflammation  under  the  act  is  not  restricted  to  the  para« 

soon  ceased,  and  in  about  ten  days  -the  teeth  chial  surgeons,  but  is  open  to  every  ptaiified 

were  all  fastened.  praeiiiionef  throughout  the  Union. 

The  periostitis  to  which  this  gentleman  Tins  triaraph  over  the  misinformation 
was  liable  was  of  a  rheumatic  nature ;  other-  which  dictated  the  original  offer  of  the  Coin- 
wise  his  constitution  was  sound,  and  he  was  missioners  has  been  achieved  only  by  the 
only  thirty -four  years  old. — Vr.  Graves,  in  unanimity  of  the  thirty- three  medical  men 
Dublin  Journal,  of  the  Brentford  Union,  not  a  single  one  of 

. whom  has  acted  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 

GOUTY  REDNESS  OF  THE  NOSE.  of  his  professional  brethren. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  ready  publi- 

A  LADT  of  a  decidedly  gouty  habit,  aged  nation  of  our  proceedings,  I  remain,  sir, 

sixty,  applied  to  me  under  the  following  cir-  Yo^ii  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

cnmstanoes  :  for  the  last  two  months   she  Fhancxs  A.  B.  BoxNf  T. 

had  become   liable  to  a    daUy  paroxysm,  Brentford,  I8th  Nov.  1840. 
which  observed  the  following  course.  About 

three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  her   nose  bssntfo&d  union. 

began  to  grow  hot,  and  the  heat  continued  Brentford,  Nov.  11, 1840. 

for  four  or  five  hours,  the  part  becoming  Gentlemen,— The  Poor   Law    Commia. 

first  of  a  bright,  and  then  of  a  purplish  red  gjoners  having  sanctioned  the  proposal  to 

colour,  which  spread  to  the  upper  portion  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  performance  of  Vacdnation 

of  her  cheeks,  and  was  accompanied  by  some  ^o  every  duly  qualified -Medical  Practitioner 

uneasiness,  but  no  pain,  and  always   sub-  -^  ^^  Vmicm  at  Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence 

sided  about  the  same  hour  in  tiie  evening,  f^^  g^]^  successful  case,— 

I  advised  small  doses  of  colchicum,  but  have  j  ^m  requested  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 

not  learned  the  result.     Witiiin  the  last  ten  ^  ^ppjy  ^  y^^^  ^  ^^  informed  if  you  are 

years,  I  have  seen,  in  private  practice,  three  willing  to  enter  mto  the  Contract  pxescribed 

examples  of  hypertrophy  of  the  finger  tops,  ^^  ^he  Commissioners  on  the  terms  named  ? 

and  corresponding  hypertrophy  of  tiie  nails,  _^nd  to  beg  your  reply  in  writing  on  or 

two   occurring  in  delicate,   and  one  in  a  before  the  I  st  day  of  December  next, 

phthisical  habit.     In  all  these  patients  the  j  ^^^^  Gentiemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

remaining  parts  ofthe  fingers  were  emaciated,  q^  Clark. 

while  the  tips  of  the  fingers  were  mach,  and  -.    ..    ,*■  j.    i  n      a-a' 

abruptly  eihirged,  esp^ally  in  tiie  trans-  ^  '*«  Medu^PracMum^e 

Terse  diameter,  the  nails  being  also  of  greater  wf  Am  the  Umon. 

size,  considerably  longer,  broader,  stronger,  —                  ;            — 

and  more  curved  than  natural ;  in  all  these,  HENLEY  ON  THAMES. — 

was  evident  increase  in  the  capillary  circula-  VACCINATION. 

tion,  and  the  tips  of  the  fingers  were  red,  

tender,  and  painful,    and  often  bathed  in 

sweat;    a  ramor  degree  of  tfiU   affection,  Th«  medical  gentlemen  emj^oyed  in  the 

characterized  however  only  by  strong  adun-  «•"  o^  **»c  poor  of  this  Union,  after  several 

cated  naUs,  while  the  tips  of  the  fingers  are  unsuocessful  exchanges  of  proposals  witii  the 

much  less  emaciated  than  other  parts  of  tile  guardians,  as  to  terms  for  vaccination,  have 

hand,  feel  hotter  to  the  patient,  and  sweat  felt  themselves,  in  conjunction  with  aU  the 

more,  is  frequent  in  phthisis.— Dr.  Oravee,  medical  men  of  the  town,  and  some  otheis 

in  Dublin  Journal.  of  the  neighbourhood,  called  upon  to  condemn 

___^__^_________^__________^_^^_____  and  regret  the  offer  of  eighteen-penoe  per 

case,  as  not  only  falling  short  of  remunera- 

VACCINATION  FEE  at  BRENTFORD,  tion  altogether,  but  aa  offering  an  injury  to 

HALF-A-CROWN.  ^^^  credit  and  character  of  the  profession. 

The  offers  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  fiv 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  ca^es  at  their  respective  surgeries,  and  three 

shillings  and  sixpence  for  the  more  distant, 

^'^>  are  unanimously  determined  upon  by  the 

Brwayof  supplement  to  the  oommnnication  medical  gentlemen,  and  have  been  hitherto 

you  did  me  the  fhvour  of  inserting  at  page  declined  by  the  giuu-dians. 

174  of  the  present  volume,  I  enclose  a  cir-  They  cannot  but  hope  that  their  medical 

cular  which  has  been  issued  within  these  few  brethren  will  act  with  equal  unanimity,  and 

days,  announcing  the  consent  of  the  Guardians  consideration  of  what  is  due  to  the  character 

and  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  of  their  profession,  whose  honourable  oon- 

the  terms  proposed  by  the  combined  practi-  dnrt.  and  disinterestedness  in  the  ministra- 

tioners  of  tUs  Union.    You  will  perceive  tion  of  vaccination  heretofore,    has    been 

that  in  addition  to  the  allowing  of  Aa(f-e-  highly  complimented  by  the  au^iors  of  the 
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eighteen-peimy  feMl  It  Is  no  reflactioii 
upon  tbem  that  they-  no  not  nndentandy  the 
deUcate,  important,  and,  in  rural  districts, 
troublesome  and  Uborions,  duty  of  efficient 
▼aodnation. 

Henley  on  Thames, 
Nov.  17, 1840. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

SBCONO  BXAMINATION  POK  THE  DEORBB 
OF  BACnBLOR  OF  M BDICINB. 

November,  1840. 


Thb  following  is  a  list  of  the  Candidates 
who  passed  this  Examination,  and  who  have 
consequently  had  conferred  on  them  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine. 

First  Dhinon, — ^Philip  Bumard  Ayres, 
University  College  \  John  Charles  Bndmill, 
University  College ;  John  Carey,  Richmond 
Hospital,  Dublin;  Anthony  French  Car- 
penter, School  of  Physic  in  Ireland  ;  Henry 
Cooper,  University  College  and  Middlesex 
Hospital ;  Stephen  Jennings  Goodfellow,  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital ;  Thomas  O'Meara, 
University  of  France,  and  Mercers'  Hospital, 
Dublin;  John Paddon,  University  Coll. ;  Rich. 
Qnain,  University  College;  WiUiam  Rayner, 
University  Coll. ;  Robt.  Russell  Sewell,  Uni- 
versity College ;  John-Douglas  Strang,  Uni- 
versity College;  Jonathan  Mason  W&ddy, 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  Webb  Street ; 
Thomas  Williams,  Guy's  Hospital,  and 
Webb  Street;  Edwin  Wing,  School  of  Phy- 
sie  in  Ireland. 

Second  Division,  —  Edward  Goodeve, 
Bristol  (Mecfical  Sdhool) ;  Robert  Hutchin- 
son Powell,  Digges  Street,  Dublin;  and 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  Ireland;  Wm.  Tyler 
Smith,  Bristol  (Medical  School) ;  David 
Unwin,  University  College. 

SECTION  OF  THB  DORSAL  MUSCLES 

rOB  THB 

CURE   OF   LATERAL    CURVATURE 
OF  THE  SPINE. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oazette. 

Sir, 
SiNCB  I  performed  the  operation  of  dividing 
the  dorsal  muscles  for  the  cure  of  certain 
curvatures  of  the  spine  I  have  been  over- 

rmered  by  letters  from  all  quarters,  in  which 
am  requested  to  explain  uxe  mode  in  which 
the  operation  is  performed,  and  the  kind  of 
curvatures  for  which  the  operation  is  suita- 
ble. As  my  avocations  will  not  permit  me 
to  answer  the  letters  of  my  respected  corre- 
spondents individually,  will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  allow  me,  through  the  medium 
of  your  publication,  to  inform  my  correspon- 
dents that  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  transmitting  the  OMt  to  which  their  letters 


refer  to  the  Mbdtcal  GazbttBi  when  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  give  a  satisfectory 
answer  to  all  their  interrogatories. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Huntbr. 
SS,  North  Hanover  St,  Glasgow, 
Nov.  11, 1840. 

LORD  RECTOR,  GLASGOW. 

MBBTIMO  IN  FAVOUROF  SIR  A9TLBT COOPER. 

Monday  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  of  the  students  of 
the  University  favourable  to  the  election  of 
Sir  Astley  Paston  Cooper,  Bart.,  as  Lord 
Reotor,  was  held  in  the  suigery  class-room 
of  tiie  College,  at  three  o'clock,  and  was 
numerously  attended,  the  class-room  being 
crowded  to  overflowing  by  a  mixed  audience 
of  medical  students,  graduates,  and  students 
in  the  different  claues  of  the  CoUege.  The 
proceedings  were  conducted  with  order  and 
decorum,  and  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was 
unanimous  in  fevour  of  the  return  of  Sir 
Astley  P.  Cooper  to  the  rectorial  chair. — 
Glaagow  Conetitutional, 

The  election  has  since  taken  place,  and  in 
favour  of  Lord  Breadalbane.  The  numbers 
were — ^Lord  Breadalbane,  250 ;  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  111 ;  Duke  of  Wellington,  105. 

ROYAL   COLLEGE    OF   SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  ADM ITTBD  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  November  13,  1840. 

W.  Fergn88on.~F.:K.lHQnt.— T.  M.  Costello.— 
C.  H.  E.  Skinner.— R.  C.  Burleigh.— W.  Fen- 
nelly.— A.  C.  Macleod. 'E.  A.  Parkes.— W.  J. 
Stuart.— W.  Tnllford.— A.  L.  Johnson.— S.  F. 
Underhay. 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

KeptatEouoirrov,  Latitude  bl'^Zr' 32"  N, 
Longitude  O'^.Z  51"  W.  qf  Greenwich, 


IThbrmombtbb. 

from  SSto  48 

»  46 

S7  63 

49  50 

39  45 

ST  59 

43  61 


Barombtbb. 

90*38  to  99-18 

90*44  99*46 

9B*36  38-61 

98*97  99*95 

99-40  99*46 

99*07  90*94 

99*50  99*93 


Noio. 
Wednesday  11 
Thorsday .  19 
Friday  .  .  IS 
Setnrday  .  14 
Sunday  .  .  15 
Monday.  .  16 
Tuesday    .  17 

Prevailing  wiiid,  8.W. 

On  the  fltb  generally  cloudy,  with  rain  i 
the  ISth,  afternoon  clear,  otherwise  cloudy  i  the 
ISth  cloudy,  with  heavy  rain,  and  wind  very  bois- 
terous ;  the  14th  and  following  day  senerally 
clear;  the  16tb,  morning  cloudy,  with  rain, 
otherwise  clear,  wind  boisterous ;  the  17th,  a 
general  overcast,  with  frequent  ihowers  of  rain, 
wind  very  boisterous:  dnrinir  the  evening  rain. 

Rain  fiUIen,  one  inch  and  *085  of  an  inch. 
Charles  Hbnrt  Adams. 


NOTICE. 
Dr.  Doherty's  answer  to  Mr.  Carmichael 
next  week. 
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MONTHLY  LIST 


or 


DRUGS   ON  SALE  IN  THB   ENGLISH  MARKET^ 

With  their  Prices  and  Bereral  Duties. 
(From  the  Official  ReturtUj  Noo.'lO,  18400 


Aloes,  Barbadoes,  D.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bo..  —  ...-  c 

Cape,  BD c 

Anise,  CMl  of,  German.  D.p,...lb 

E.1. lb 

AsafoBtida,  b.d.    • c 

Balsam,  Canada,  d.p lb 

Copaiba,  bd lb 

Peru,  bd lb 

Benzoin  Cbest)  bd c 

Camphor,  unrefined,  bd c 

Cantnariaes,  D.P lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  d.p lb 

Cascariilaor  Eleutheria  Bark,D.p.c. 

Cassia,  Oil  of,  BD lb 

Castor  OiliEast  India, bd lb 

west  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  l|lb 

Castorenm,  American lb 

DP.       Hudson's  Bay lb 

Catechtty  BD.  Pale c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (Crown) ....  lb 

BD.  Red    lb 

YeUow  lb 

Colocynth,  Turkey  lb 

D.p.      Mogaaore lb 

Calumba  Boot,  BD c 

Cubebs,  BD c 

Gambo^,  BD c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Guaiacum,  d.p lb 

Gum  Arabic,  Turkey,  line,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  ..  e 
Barbary,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  D.p c 

E.  I.  flne  yeltow,  bd.  c 
Do.  dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senegal  garbliags,  d.p.  ....  c 

Trancanth.  D.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p lb 

Ipecacuanha  Root,  B.D lb 

Jalap,  bd .-. rf lb 

Manna,  flaky,  BD lb 

Sicilian,  bd lb 

Musk,  China,  BD os 

Myrrh,  East  India,  bd c 

Turkey,  bd c 

Nnx  Vomica,  bd lb 

Opium,  Turkey,  bd lb 

Pejipermint,  Oil  of,  P.  bd lb 

QuicksiWer,  BD lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bd lb 

Dutch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  bd. lb 

Saffron,  French,  bd lb 

Spanish ».lb 

SarsapariUa,  Honduras,  bd lb 

Lisbon,  bd lb 

Scammony,  Smyrna,  d.p. lb 

Aleppo    lb 

Senna,  East  India,  bd lb 

Alexandria,  d.p. lb 

Smyrna,  d.p .....lb 

Tripoli,  D.p lb 


Pbicb. 


^  s,  dn      ^  t.  d. 

IS  0  0  to  ao  0  0 

5  0  0       10    0  0 

8  0  0         4    6  0 


0    0  10 

0  18    0 
10    0 


1  IS    0 

a  10  0 

15    0    0 


OSS 


1 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  4 

1  8 
1  s 
1  s 


DOTT 

■ad  6  per  ecat. 


#.  d. 


}BP.lbO   S? 
F.    IbO    8S 


BP.lbO 

F.  IbO 

F.  Ibl 
E.  I.    1 

c  6 

lb  0 

c  4 

lb  1 

c  4 

c  1 

lb  1 

lb  4 

lb  0 

lb  1 

c  1 


.lb 


lb 


0 
0 

4 
4 
6 


6 
6 
0 
1 
0 

0 

6 

6 

S 
1 
4 
0 
1 


lb        9 
E.LIb0 


4 
4 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

4 

s 


0  6 

1  0 

0  1 

0  9 


9 
6 
0 
0 
0 


6    0 


0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
6 

s 

0 

0 

6 
0 
0 
1 
0 


F.lb    1    0 

lb        1    0 
lb        0    0 


6 
6 


\'ix^  • 


Duty  Paid. 


l«  lias  in 
la*t  week. 


I1S,994 


SSS 

64 

5,4S7 

888 

1,017 

76 

488 

19,949 

1,054 

19,409 

9,S86 

[«MS 


48,491 
96,500 

7,679 

9,447 

99,991 

54 

S47 
90 

8,414 


5,695 

99,081 

915 

5,1S1 

5,801 

30,390 

19,976 

1,676 

19S 

896 

40,617 

4,470 

^1,806 

14,297 

90,064 

9,761 
113,961 

8,863 
77,675 

66,474 


Bmmm  timt 
tMt  year. 


116,070 


14S1 


10, 


573 


104 

411 

14,941 

987 

9,661 
5,795 

699 
49,468 

44,394 

9,559 
9,384 

58 

464 

15 

6^733 

6^516 

90,696 

79 

15,983 

6,807 

36,076 

10,734 

1,973 

90* 

478 

96,4U7 

3,0*7 

983,331 

31,696 

5,668 

4,188 
101,589 

7,309 
10S,S51 


tit  >»•  In  Bond.~c.  Cwt.—B.  P.  British  PoaacasioBS.->E.  F6f«i|^.^D.  r.  Duty  paid. 


Wilson  and  Ooilty,  57,  Skinner-Streec,  Snoirhill,  London. 
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/Extra  Lhniies.J 

DR.    REIO  ON    THE    PLACENTAL  venous  sinuses  upon  these  tufts,  ailfl 

TUFTS,  IN  REPLY  TO  DR.  KNOX,  their   mode    of    distribution  —  points 

— -  which  gave  me  a  key  to  the  views  of 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gagette.  the  relation  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the 

Sjj^  mother  to  those  of  the  foetus,  which  I 

T  *  4.  *!,  4.  T  «v^„i^  v«  *.i»^^;i  have  adopted,  and  in  which  there  is  a 

'XfhfMSi  G^HTTE  for  Oct.  ?!- -^<i-»"5:^y.<Kno:.^.As 


though  it  does  not  adduce  any  direct  those  who  feel  interested  in  the  ^^bstract 

charge  against  me,  yet  from  the  artful  T7^ft^T^'^''^'^''l!^?^ 

way  In  Aich  it  is  worded,  and  from  its  S^* '^.IJ^'L*^.^?'  Z^  ^k*  *H 

perversion  of  facts,  contains  by  impli-  *ey  «?«*  "^^  «'  *ff?'  ^f'  those  of 

caUon  most  grave  insinuadons'aga^t  «*«*,  if  ^LT^^**  ^  °*Y  ^ 

my  character    In  that  paper  DrTlCnox  *llow«d  to  state  that  no  one  who  w 

asserts  that  in  March  I^,  he  ascer-  *""li;^",*«^  "^^  ^f)>^''^«^««'«' "«  Vjo- 

tained  various  anatomical  points  on  a  Poinded  by  himself  m  Hildebrandt's 

preparation  of  an  impregnated  uterus  Anatomy  or  from  the  anidjrsis  of  them 

belonging  to  me,  that  hi  dictated  the  ©'^  »  ^e  Bntish  and  foreign  Mfr- 

substinct  of  these  observations  to  his  ^ical  Review  for  January  1 840^  p.  27, 

friend  Mr.  King ;  and  that  he  explained  ««?  »»  a  moment  suppose  that  the  tufts 

them  in  detail  to  liis  class  j-observa-  £  ^*^*.i^^"'*^^  1°  "°y  J^^  1^«»- 

tions  which  it  now  appears  were  given  *>«"  Y^^h  those  of  Weber.    This,  how- 

by  me  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  ever,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 

Scientific  Assiociation  as  my  owti,  and  g.on  presently  at  issue  between  Dr. 

which  Dr.  Knox  no  where  intimates  ^^^"^  TJf,f"-,  „  i.  iq-»  t  u 
that  I  did  not  derive  from  him.  And  ,  .On  the  15th  of  March,  1839,  I  ob- 
when  to  all  these  are  added  the  cir-  t"ned  a  portion  of  uterus  with  the 
cumstances  known  to  many,  that  Dr.  whole  of  the  placenta  attached,  and 
Knox  had  an  opportunitj' of  seeing  the  mimediately  ^wards  began  to  ex- 
uterus  in  question  at  the  time  men-  amine  the  mode  of  connexion  between 
tioned,  and  in  my  presence-that  I  was  th«n>  ''y  detaching  them  under  water : 
in  frequent  communication  with  him—  ^^  wm  confanued^or  a  part  of  sever^ 
and  that  I  was  on  terms  of  friendship  days  afterwards.  Whde  thus  engaged 
.  withsomeofthegentlemenattendinghS  J, wm  visited  by  Profesor  Ahson,  ^ 
class-the  obvious  and  unavoidable  DF;  '•  \  Simpson,  Professor  of  Mid- 
inference  must  be,  that  I  had  pointed  wifery,  by  Dr.  Ziegler,  Assistant  Phy- 
out  at  the  British  Association  certain  nc»a?  to  the  Lying-m  Hospital,   and 

anatomical  facts  as  having  been  ascer-  ^'l^'^Z^^'^.t^^l^Tr^'t 

tained  by  myself,  while  in  truth  T  was  ^  the  Royal  Infirmary.    These  are  the 

indebted  to  Dr.  Knox  for  them;  and  gentlemen  allu^  H.^y  J^'i  ^"''*' 

that  he,  from   a  feeling  of  delicacy,  when  he  states  that  when  he  first  saw 

j^aiaSm  ^'"^"«  "^  "^"^^  aira''^::;^i»y^oEr! 

This  sir  is  the  view  which  I  take  of  ^^d  also  a  visit  from  Dr.  Knox,  when 
Dr.  Knox's  communication,  and  I  know  I  P<>i"ted  out  to  him  all  I  had  observed, 
it  to  be  that  of  all  my  friends  whom  I  and  contiilued  the  dissection  m  his  pre- 
have  consulted  on  the  subject.     I  beg,    fence.    This  was  the  only  time  he  saw 

-  -  It  tiU  after  the  meeting  of  me  Bntish 

r  was  present  all 

conducted  the  dis- 

Dr!  Knox  hZ  "pursued  towirS  me*oi    section  myself.  Dr.  Knox  being  merely 

^e  present  occ^ion.  ^'^''^T'J^  T  ^'l^  flu    ""  "^^^°^°,\^y 

I  kay  state  here  most  distinctly,  for  of  an  oath  declare.  Ma*  «Ae  various  di$^ 

the  purpose  of  avoiding  confusion,  that  •ectUnu  stated  by  Dr.  Know  to  have  been 

I  intenrto  restrict  myself  entu-ely  to  "Mwfc  onihat  occasion  were  not  then  mo^. 

that  part  of  Dr.  Knox's  paper  where  he  .  It  ,may  be  necessarv  to  point  out  dis- 

descnbes  the  passage  of  tufts  of  pla.  tinctly  what  observations  I  made   at 

cental  vessels  into  the  uterine  sinuses,  these  examinabons,  and  to  prove  that 

the  reflection  of  the  inner  coat  of  the  I  explained  them  to  Dr.  Knpx-    In 
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these  examinations  I  ascertained  that  and  Ur.  Goodsir  (vide  docnment  Snd 

Tanous  tufU  or  cellular-looking  bandi  and  5th} ;  and  I  could  also  show  the 
proceeded  from  the  nuUemBl  surfece  of   erroneouenest  of  some  of  the  other 

theplacenta,and£ppedintothemoutha  statements,  were  it  necessary. 
oftheulerinerinuse>,u)dlBapposedthat        After  I  hud  made  the  obeervationt  I 

these  contuned  blood-Tessets.    1  have  have  mentioned,  I  put  the  preparation 

the  positive  testimony  of  Professors  into  spirits,  and  carefully  laid  it  aside 

Alison  and  Simpson,  and  Dr.  Zeigler,  for    subsequent    elimination,    and    it 

(vide  documents  Ist  and  2d)  that  I  never,  until  after  the  meeting  of  the 

had  pointed  out  all  this  to  them,  and  Association,  was  out  of  my  possession, 

as  these  gentlemen,  tc^ther  with  Dr.  except  for  part  of  a  day  aurine  last 

Duncan  and  Dr.  Knox,   were  all  who  winter  session,  when  Professor  Alison 

were   present  while  I  was  examining  showed  it  to  his  class.     In  August  last 

the  uterus  at  this  time,   we  have  Dr.  I   pointed    out    these    placental   tufts 

Knox's  own  testimony  that  this  must  passing    into    the    ulenne   sinuses   to 

have  been  at  a  period  antecedent  to  Professors  Sliarpey  and  Allen  Thonjson, 

his  visit.     In  addition  to  this  we  have  who  were  then  m  Edinburgh,  and  very 

the  direct  testimony  of  Dr.  Duncan  to  shortly  after  this  proceeded  to  complete 

e'ovc  that  I   also  pointed  out  to  Dr.  the  observations  which  I   detailed  to 

nox  the  appearance  described  above,  the  Association  at  Glasgow.     Before  I 

(vide  document  3d.)     As  this  is  all  went  to  Glasgow,  I  mentioned  generally 

that  I  pretend  to  have  mode  out  till  to  Dr.  Knox  the  results  at  which  I  had 

August  1S40,  I  have  next  to  examine  arrived;  and  shortly  after  returning  I 

wlwt  evidence  Dr.  Knox  has  adduced  had    several    visits    from    Dr.    Knox, 

in  proof  of  his  assertion  that  he  knew  during  which    I    explained    to   him, 

e  than  I  explained  to  him.  with  Uie  help  of  my  preparations  and 


With  the  view  of  criving Dr.  Knox  diagrams,  all  I  knew  on  the  subject; 
an  opportunity  of  satisfying  me  on  this  and  he  never  once  hinted  to  me  that 
point,   I  desired  a  friend  to  call  on  him    he  had  ever  entertained  any  such  vi 


)  request  an  excerpt   from  the  notes  or    that    he    was   carrying    on    inde> 

which  he  dictated  in  1839  to  Mr.  King,  pendent  observations  on  my  prepora- 

to  ascertain  if  bj[  any  possibility  the  sen-  tions  n-ithout  leave  being   asked    or 

ous  charges  which  1  was  about  to  bring  obtained ;    and  as  several  persons  were 

against  him  were  not  justifiable.     This  fortunately  present,  I  can  prove  this  W 

reasonable  request  he  has  more  than  the  most  satisfactory  evidence   (vide 

once  refused.    And  1  find  myselfplaced  docmnents  Gth  and  8th) ;  and  I  have 

.under  the  necessity  of  publishing  a  doca-  also  Mr.  Goodsir's  testimony  (document 

ment  from  Mr.  King,  the  gentleman  to  5th)  that  he  had  likewise  explained  my 

whomDr.KnoxdictatedhisdeEcription,  views  to  Dr.  Knox.      Notnithstanding 

containing  that  gentleman's  impression  all  this.  Dr.  Knox  has  had  the  hardi-' 

ofwhatoccurredat  that  time,  (vide  do-  hood  to  assert,  that  he  could  not  tell 

cument4th.)  This  letter  is  not  given  by  whether  his  views  agreed  nith  mine  or 

Mr.  King  as  an  exact  account  of  what  not,  as  all  that  he  knew  of  the  result 

occurred,   but   merely   as    his  present  of  my  investigations  was  derived  from 

impression  of  what  ne  then  wrote.     It  the  Athensum.     That  Dr.  Knnx,  until 

b  valuable,   however,   aa  shewing  that  after  the  meeting  of  the  British  Scien- 

his  impressions  of  what  he  wrote  that  tiHc   Association  last  September, 


iBpond  very  exactly  with  what  not  only  entirely  ignorant  of  the  true 
1  have  proved  was  pointed  out  by  me  nature  of  these  tufts,  but  had  actnalhr 
to  Dr.  Knox.  That  Dr 
have  told  his  class  in  183S 
bands  or  tufts  passed  beti 
eenta  and  the  uterine  i 
they  dipped  into  these 
were  apparently  compo» 
vessels— 1  do  not  mean  I 
have  proved  on  the  moe 
evidencethat  I  hadpreviou 
all  this  to  Dr.  Knox. 

The  statement  made  b 
thnt  there  were  transvers 
the  uterus  and  placenta  al 
examined  it  in  1S39,  I  cai 
incorrect  by  the  testimony 
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1839  the  distribution  and  mode  of  ter-  document  ir. 

mination  of  the  vessels  composing  these  in  the  spring  of  1839  I  saw  Dr.  Reid 

tufts  m  the  sinuses,  and  that  he  ex-  very  carefully  dissect  off  (under  water) 

-plained  the  manner  in  which  the  inner  a  portion  of  the  placenta  from  the  in- 

coat  of  the  smuses  is  reflected  upon  temal  surface  of  the  uterus  of  a  womati 

them,  I  leave  it  to  the  pubhc  to  iudge.  who  had  died  of  apoplexy  in  the  Royal 

.    t^^®^'^^^  ^^^  ^      V®  ^"*  all  this  Infirmary.    In  m^ing  this  dissection 

in  1839,  appears  to  have  been  an  after-  Dr.  Reid  demonstrated  to  toe  that  an 

toouffht,  for  neither  I  nor  any  of  my  organic    tissue    passed    between    the 

friends  heard  of  it,  unfal  a  short  time  uterine  surface  of  the  placenta  and  the 

before  his  paper  appeared  in  the  Gazetti  openings  of  the  venous  sinuses  of  the 

<vide  document  5th.)  Uterus,  and  bound  the  surfaces  of  the 

I  have  only  farther  to  add  that  if  Dr.  placenta  and  uterus  intimately  together 

Knox's  statements,  contained  m  the  at  the  site  of  these  openings.  Dr?  Reid 

Medical  Gazette,  had  been  restricted  supposed  this  connecting  organic  tissue 

to  Edinburgh,  where  he  is  well  known,  to  be  vascular,  and  tried  to  ascertain 

they  would  only  on  this,  as  on  fonner  \ts  nature  at  the  time  by  blowing  air 

occasions,    have    afforded   subject   of  into  the  neighbouring  vessels. 

amusement  to  my  friends  and  myself.  (Signed)    James  Y.  Simpson, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Nov.  5th,  1840. 

Your  most  obedient  servMt,  ^he  above  statement  by  Dr.  Simpson 

WiAmzh  BoTal  Ialln«»ry,  Nov.  9?f840.   '^^'  ^1"^%  W^l^  .^^  °^y.  ^^  ^^P^f* 

sions  of  Dr.  Reid's  examination  of  the 

-..      ^^^^^^Ti:      ^,        .  uterus   and  placenta  in  question,  in 

Edm.,  33,  Boccteufl^hPImce,  Nov.  4,1940.  Sprinir  1839 

My  dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  in-  i  can  state  farther  that  I  exhibited 

quines  I  beg  to  state  the  foUowmg  the  same  uterus  and  placenta  to  my 

circumstances.    Some  time  in  March  class  in  spring  1840,  and  at  that  time 

1839  you  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  no  transverse  sections  had  been  made 

eicamimng    an    impregnated    uterus,  through  the  placenta  and  uterus, 

which  had  been  removed  from   the  (Signed)     W.  P.  Alison,  M.D. 

body  of  a  woman  who  had  died  from  BdinbuiKh,  Nov.  9th,  1840. 
cerebral  disease,  between  the  sixth  and 

seventh  month  of  gestation.    On  sepa-  document  hi. 

rating  under  water,  a  portion  of  the  I  was  present  on  several  oceasions 

placentary  mass  from  the  inner  siu-face  during  the  month  of  March  1839,  when 

of  Uie  uterus,  to  which  it  adhered,  you  Dr.  Reid  was  examining  an  impregnated 

pointed  out  to  me  a  number  of  minute  uterus  in  the  Royal  Infirmair.    Dr. 

cellular-looking    bands,    which,    pro-  Knox  was  present  on  one   of  thes^ 

ceeding  from  the  uterine  surface  of  occasions,  and  I  have  a  distinct  recol- 

the  placenta,  and  passing  through  the  lection  of  Dr.  Reid  pointing  out  to  hinl 

decidua,  seemed  to  penetrate  the  inner  certain  bands  or  tufts  passing  between 

surfece  of  the  uterus.    These  cellular  the  uterine  surface  of  the  placenta  and 

bands,  I  very  distinctly  recollect,  were  the  mouths  of  the  uterine  sinuses.    So 

regarded  by  you  as  being  made  up  of  far  as  I  could  judge  from  the  questions 

minute  vessels  passing  between    the  of  Dr.  Knox  tne  stnictures  pointed  out 

fcetal  and  maternal  structures,  and  in  to  him  by  Dr.  Reid  appeared  to  be 

this  view  you  were  the  more  confirmed  entirely  new  to  him. 

by  observing,  that  when  one  of  them  (Signed)    James  Duncan,  M.D. 

waB  torn  across,  a  globule  of  blood  was  „^           "i^Si^^fS^cSS^ 

seen  to  ooze  fron  its  ruptured  extremity.  '  

That  the  opinion  which  you  at  that  document  nr. 

time  entertained  of  the  structure  alluded  One  evening,  about  the  month  of 

^  was  correct,  has  been  amply  verified  March  1839,  Dr.  Knox  asked  me  to 

your  subsequent  observations,  by  write  to  his  dictation  an  account  of 

ich  you  have  satisfactorily  ascer-  some  dissections  he  had  witnessed  at 

\tnat*^^     '  "'•St  sight,  seemed  the  hospitaL    Among  others  was  that 

^  br  %ct,  the  prolon-    of  a  woman months  advanced  in 

41                         vessels  of  the  pregnancy.    He  stated  that  on  tearing 

^orating   the  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  numerous 

'ing  tufts  in  small  slips   or  points  were  observed 

my  dear  sir,  running  trom  the  placental  vessels  into 

icerely,  the  sunace  of  the  uterus,  and  that  they 

ZiEGLER.  were  bloody  at  the  torn  extremities* 
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Having  arrived  at  this  point  it  is  my  that  he  had  ever  entertained  similar 

impression  Dr.  Knox  hroke  off  his  die-  views. 

tation,  telling  me  that  he  would  renew  (Signed)    William  Henderson,  M.T). 

it  again,  and  that  he  thought  the  case  F.R.C.P..  ^ysidan  to  the  Ro)-*!  laftrmarr, 

woSd  throw  some  light  on  the  mode  "1  ^*^  V"  '^'  ^''''^  ^'  ^\'^- 

in  which  the  foetus  in  utero  is  nourished,  (Signed)    { •  H'.5^~r  n^R^•ii* 

but  of  the  mode  in  which  this  wa^  F.R.S.E.,  l^um  on  Botany. 

effected  Dr.  Knox  said  nothing;  nor,  as  document  vii. 
far  as  I  remember,  did  he  say  that  he  j^^^  Sir,— In  answer  to  your    in- 
had  ever  seen  any  thing  of  the  same  quiries  I  have  to  state,  that  a  few  days 
nature  before.  after  the  meeting  of  the  British  Asso- 
(Signed)    Kelburne  Kino,  ^iation  at  Glasgow,  I  had  a  long  con- 
Oct.  28th,  1840.  versation  with  Dr.  Knox,  in  relation  to 
document  v.  *^®  communication  on  the  structure  of 

the  placenta,  which  you  had  then  made. 

.          Edm^>nrgh,  Nov.  4th,  1840.  jj^  repudiated  the  idea  that  the  tufts 

Having  been  requested  by  Dr.  Reid  y^u  had  described  as  being  present  in 
to  answer  certain  queries  regarding  his  the  uterine  sinuses  were  blood-vessels, 
late  researches  into  the  mode  of  con-  ^^  y^^  g^id,  moreover,  that  all  analogy 
nection  between  the  mother  and  child,  ^^s  against  such  a  supposition.     In 
I  have  to  state  that  in  the  beginning  that  opinion  of  the  Doctor's  I  at  that 
ofAugust  18^  I  assisted  him  to  inject  time  agreed;  but  I  may  state  that   I 
from  the  cord  a  placenta  adherent  to  have   since    carefully  examined  your 
the  uterus,  but  separated  from  it  to  a  preparations,  and  that  I  am  now  satis- 
considerable  extent  round  the  edges,  fied  of  the  accuracy  of  your  description. 
There  were  no  transverse  sections  of  Yours  truly, 
the  uterus  and  placenta  at  this  time,  (Signed)    William  Mackenzik. 
but  I  was  present  twenty-four  hours  j^    ,  p.^ 
afterwards,  when  he  commenced  his  '    ' 
investigations  by  making  sections.  document  viii. 

In  conversations  with  Dr.  Knox  on  19,  Baccleuch  PUce,  Nor.  sd.  1S40. 
the  subject  of  Dr.  Reid's  researches,  1  Having  been  applied  to  by  Dr.  Reid, 
explained  to  him  the  result  at  which  he  I  beg  to  state,  that  a  few  days  after  the 
had  arrived.  Dr.  Knox  did  not,  in  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  I 
these  conversations,  mention  to  me  that  was  present  with  Dr.  Marr,  in  Dr. 
he  had  examined  the  structures  in  ques-  Reid's  apartments  in  the  Royal  In- 
tion,  or  that  he  had  come  to  the  same  firmary,  and  while  Dr.  R.  was  poinring 
conclusions  as  Dr.  Reid.  In  a  later  out,  on  sections  of  an  impregnated 
conversation,  however,  he  informed  me  uterus,  and  on  diagrams,  his  views  of 
that  in  March  1839  he  ha^,  on  a  pla-  the  relation  between  the  vesstls  of  the 
centa  and  uterus  in  Dr.  Reid's  jwsses-  mother  and  foetus,  Dr.  Knox  came  into 
sion,  made  out  the  structures  which  he  the  room,  and  put  various  questions  to 
afterwards  ascertained  to  have  been  Dr.  Reid  regarding  his  opinions  on  the 
described  by  Muller,  and  that  he  had,  subject  I  recollect  that  Dr.  Knox 
on  the  day  of  his  discovery,  or  soon  expressed  some  doubts  about  the  reflec- 
after,  explamed  it  to  his  class,  but  that  tion  of  the  inner  coat  of  the  venous 
he  did  not  inform  Dr.  Reid  of  it.  sinuses  upon  the  tufts  observed  in 
(Signed)  John  Goodwin,  these  sinuses.  Dr.  Reid  repeated  his 
-.^^---,_.-,_  _,  demonstration,  and  endeavoured  to  sup- 
document  VI.  p^j^  Yds  views  by  a  reference  to  his 

We   have  been   repeatedly  present  preparations,  but  whether  to  Dr.  Knox's 

when-  Dr.  Knox  and  Dr.  Reid  were  satisfaction  or  not  I  do  not  know,  as  I 

conversing  on  the  connections  between  left  while  they  were  conversing  on  the 

the  placenta  and  the  uterus,  and  our  subject. 

impression  has  always  been  that  Dr.  Certainl^r  I  did  not  hear  Dr.  Knox 

Knox  was,  like  others  who  visited  Dr.  lay  any  claim  to  the  peculiarities  of  Dr. 

Reid  for  that  purpose,  receiving  infor-  Reid's  views. 

mation  on  discoveries  entirely  new  to  (Signed)    George  Gloves. 

him.    We  have  again  and  again,  in  the  The  above  is  a  correct  statement,  as 

course  of  last  autumn,  seen  Dr.  Reid  for  as  I  can  remember,  of  what  occurred 

demonstratong  to  Dr.  Knox  the  parti-  on  the  occasion  referred  to  by  Mr 

culars  of  his  views  on  placental  ana-  Glover. 

K^r^''^''^'"^^^!,*^^^*?^^"?  (Signed)    Jambs  Marr. 
.the  latter  conveying  the  remotest  hint 
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LECTURES  into  a  cup-like  form.     Accordingly  the  blood 

ONTHB  is  .said,  in  these  circumstances,  to  be  both 

buJBTed  and  cupped.     The  formation  of  this 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  huffy  coat  appears  to  be  favoured  by  many 

PHYSIC,  circumstances  which  have  nothing  to  do  with 

«-     I    ^  .f         w     J  ^®  disease  under  which  the  person  may  be 

nelwered  at  King  a  College,  London,  labouring ;  such  as  the  size  of  the  aperture 

Br  Dr  Watson  ^  *^*  ^®^^*  ^^®  manner  in  which  the  blood 

flows,  the  form  and  size  of  the  ves&el  that 

receives  it :  but  it  does  not  occur  at  all  except 

T                V  in  certain  conditions  of  the  system ;  and  it 

*  belongs  so  especially  to  the  state  of  tn/Iam- 

Tnflummatum  continued.     Buffy  coat  qfthe  ^Hon,  that  blood  having  the  huffy  coat 

blood,     Termmaftont  or  events  qftnflam-  ^p^^  j^  is  often  spoken  of  as  inflammatory 

matton.     Rewlutton ;    deltteeeence;  me-  Hq^^^  ^^^  ^j^jj  x^  propriety,  as  inflamed 

tastana,     ^funon  qf  aerum,     ^ffuaton  Hqq^^     Both  these  expressions   indeed  are 

of  coagulable  lymph,  or  fibrin.     Orga-  incorrect,  for  inflammation  sometimes  exists 

nization  of  this  lymph.     Suppuration,  ^thout  huffy  blood  ;  and  huffy  blood  some- 

Uleeration,  times  occurs   witliout  inflammation.      The 

Ik  the  last  lecture,  after  giving  a  very  general  phsenomenon  is,  however,  upon  the  whole, 

sketch  of  the  phaenomena  of  inflammation,  a  very  valuable  index  of  the  nature  of  many 

I  particularly  considered  its  four  characteristic  cas^  of  disease,  and  an  important  guide  in 

symptoms — pain,  heat,  redness,  and  swell-  their  treatment. 

ing  :  and  endeavoured  to  describe  the  changes  Now    this    crust,     or    upper    layer,    or 

that  take  place  in  an  inflamed  part,  as  they  huffy  coat,  consists  of  pure  fibrin,   mixed 

are  seen  through  a  microscope.  witli   a  certain   quantity   of  serum,    which 

Buffy  coat  of  the  blood, — ^There  is  one  M.    Geudrin    says    is    fuller    of    albumen 

very  remarkable  and  important  circumstance  than  the  rest  of  the  serum.     You  will  not 

which  is  not  often  absent  in  cases  of  inflam-  fail  to  notice  the  great  analogy  that  subsists 

mation,  but  which  hitherto  I   have  barely  between  the  huffy  coat  and  the  coagulable 

mentioned  :  I  mean  a  peculiar  appearance  of  lymph  poured  out  in  inflammation,  eithar 

the  blood  itself  after  it  has  been  drawn  from  into  the  texture  of  the  part ;  or  (as  I  shall 

a  vein.     A  portion  of  the  fibrin  at  the  upper  shew  you  more  particularly  by  and  by)  upon 

surface  of  the  coagulum  parts  with  its  colour-  its  surface,   forming  what  are   called  false 

ing  matter ;  so  that  upon  the  deep  red  clot  membranes.     Both  in  appearance,   and  in 

there  is  to  be  seen  a  layer  of  a  yellowish,  or  chemical  composition,  the  two  seem  to  be 

sometimes  of  a  bluish  white  colour,  varying  identical ;  and  no  doubt  exists  in  my  mind 

in  thickness  from  a  line  or  two  to  perhaps  of  their  being  actually  the  same  substance  : 

three-fourths  of  an  inch.     This  uppennost  the  separation  in  the  one  case  taking  place  from 

whitish  layer  of  the  coagulum  is  called  in  the  blood  while  contained  in  its  proper  ves- 

this  country  the   buffy  coat  of  the  blood,  sels ;  in  the  other  case  from  the  blood  after 

Sometimes  the  surface  of  the  baffy  coat  is  it  has  been  removed  from  the  body, 

flat  and  wide ;  but  often  it  is  contracted  and  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  speculation 

concave ;  t.  e.  the  diameter  of  the  buffy  sur-  among  pathologists  as  to  the  cause  of  this 

face  is  less  than  the  diameter  of  the  lower  buffy  coat.     From  its  situation   it  is  plain 

portion  of  the  clot,  and  it  is  hollowed  out  that  gravity  has  something  to  do  with  its 

678.-^xxvu.                                 .  Z 
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formation  :    that  the  red  particles,  leaTJng  the  blood  iqipears  probable  from  this — that 

the  coloarleas  fibrin  before   it  coagulates,  it  will  aometinies  vary  greatly  in  different 

sink  downwards  by  their  own  weight.     Bat  portions  of  blood  abatracted  at  the   same 

though  the  tuhndenct  of  the  red  particles  is  bleeding.     Thus  if  the  blood  be  receired  into 

occasioned  by  their  greater  specific  gravity,  four  different  cups  in  sucoession,  it  will  per* 

their  separaHon  from  the  fibrin  is  not  to  be  haps  be  buffy  in  the  first,  and  in  none  of  the 

explained  upon  that  principle  alone.     If  it  others ;  or  it  will  be  YmStj  in  the  last  only  ; 

were,  then  it  would  follow  that  the  slower  or  in  the  second  and  third  only,  tiie  first 

the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  the  more  time  and  fourth  cups  being  free  from  buff.     At- 

would  there  be  for  the  sinking  of  the  red  tempts  have   been   made  to  explain  these 

particles,  and  the  thicker  and  more  decided  rapid  variations.     Some  have  fancied  that 

would  be  the  buffy  crust :  and  it  used  to  be  the  inflammatory  state  having  been  remedied 

supposed  that  this  was  the  true  explanation  by  the  removal  of  a  certain  quantity  of  bkxMlt 

of  the  phienomenon.     Careful  observations,  the  blood  that  flows  subsequently  is  /A«rf^re 

however,  have  shewn  that  the  formation  of  without  the  usual  index  of  the  presence  of 

the  buffy  coat  often  takes  place  when  the  inflammation;  but  this  explanation  will  not  ap- 

coagulation  of  the  blood  is  unusually  rapid,  ply  at  all  to  those  cases  in  which  the  porttona 

Dr.  Davy  and  M.  Gendrin  both  state,  as  the  last  drawn  are  the  only  portions  that  exhibit 

result  of  much  attention  to  the  subji^,  that  the  buffy  crust.     Othen  have  suggested  that 

the  coagulation  of  blood  drawn  from  a  vein  the  state  of  the  nervous  system  is  prindpallj 

daring  inflammation  begfais  sooner,   and  is  concerned  in  these  sudden  changes — ^thatthe 

more  quickly  completed,  than  that  of  healthy  depression  caused  in  the  outset  of  the  bleeding 

blood.     But  certain  observations  made  and  by    fear,    and    the    faintuhness    prodnced 

published  by  Dr.  Stokes  have  settled  tiiis  towards  its  termination  by  the  loss  of  blood, 

question.     He  noted  the  appearance  of  the  may  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  buffy 

blood  in  27  cases.     In  15  of  these  the  bally  coat  on  the  first  and  last  cups,  when  it 

coat  presented  itself;  in  12  it  did  not.     Now  shews  itself  only  in  those  that  are  interme- 

in  3  of  these  12,  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  diate  between  the  first  and  last.    We  cannot 

did  not  begin  tiU  from  20  to  40  minutes  after  rely  much  on  these  hypothetical  expbna- 

it  was  drawn ;  and  in  4  othen  there  was  no  tions :  I  mention  them  to  impress  upon  your 

coagulation  for  8  minutes.     So  that  there  memory  the  facts  which  they  are  intended  to 

was  plenty  of  time  for  the  red  particles  to  explain. 

have  left  the  fibrin,  and  subsided ;  but  they        Iliere  are  two  or  three  different  forms 

did  not  do  so.     On  the  other  hand,  in  12  out  presented  by  buffy  blood  ;  and  with  these  you 

of  the  15  cases  in  which  the  blood    wa$  ought  to  be  familiar. 

bu£Eed,    the    coagulation  took  place  in   5        In  one  form  the  buffy  coat  is  thick,  tongh, 

minutes ;  and  in  the  remaining  3  it  was  only  contracted,  puckered  at  its  circumferencct, 

delayed  1 4  minutes.  and  its  suriuce  is  cupped.    There  is  a  com- 

llie  slowness  of  the  coagulation,  therefore,  plete  separation  of  the  red  particles,  and  a 

although  it  may  and  doubtless  Aoa  favour  strong  aggregation  of  the  particles  of  the 

the  subsidence  of  the  red  particles  when  they  fibrin  among  themselves.     The  red  portion 

have  a  tendency  to  subside,  cannot  be  re-  of  the  coagulum  is  also,  in  these  cases,  round 

garded  as  the  cause  of  the  buffy  coat.    Hie  and  contracted,  of  a  globular  shape,  firm, 

red  particles  very  soon  begin  to  sabside  detached  from  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  and 

when  they  subside  at  all :  you  may  tell,  im-  floating,  generally,  in  transparent  serum, 
mediately  after  it  has  been  drawn,  and  prior        This  is  usually  seen  when  the  inflamma- 

to  any  coagulation,  that  blood  is  about  to  tion  is  violent ;  when  it  occura  in  strong  and 

buff,  by  a  peculiar  bluish  hue  on  its  surface,  vigorous  constitutions ;  and  more  I  believe 

A  German  writer,  Schroeder  Van  der  Kolk,  when  it  has  its  seat  in  certain  tissues,  in 

has  steted  observations  to  the  same  purpose,  fibrous  and  serous  parts  especially, 
shewing  that  in  the  blood  abstracted  by  ve-        In  another  form,  the  whole  coagulum  is 

nesection   during  inflammation  there  is  an  large,  like  a  cake,  or  of  the  shape  of  the 

unusual  disposition  to  a  separation  of  the  vessel  containing  it,  not  so  much  collected 

fibrin  tram  Uie  red  particles :  a  sort  of  repuU  into  a  spherical  form :  and  the  buffy  goat  is 

siofi  between  them.    This  separation  takes  thin  and  flat,  and  easily  broken.     Here  there 

place  in  mere  films  of  blood,  so  thin  as  not  is  an  imperfect  separation  of  the  colouring 

to  admit  a  buffy  stratum  to  be  laid  above  a  matterfromthefibrin,  and  no  great  aggregation 

red  stratum.    The  fibrin  and  red  particles  of  the  particles  of  the  latter.    This  kind  of 

then  separate  from  each  other  laterally  by  buffy  blood  is  apt  to  accompany  slight  or 

horizontal  movements,  and  the  films  acquire  partial  inflammation, 
a  speckled  or  mottled  appearance,  quite  as        In  a  third  form,  the  buffy  coat  is  thick 

characteristic  of  the  stete  of  the  blood  as  the  and  abundant,  but  it  is  flat  and  ^oft,  loose 

bufiy  coat  itself.  and  flabby,  like  paste,  and  the  ooa^um 

TTiat  the  formation  of  the  bufiy*  coat  de-  often  adheres  by  ite  edges  to  the  vcasd  in 

peods,  however,  upon  some  vital  change  in  which  the  blood  has  been  received :  there 
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has  been  considerable  aepantion,   and  but  InfUmination  may  certainly  exist  without  it. 

slight  aggr^tion.     The  serum  Is  apt  to  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  slight  cases  of  in- 

contain  a  few  red  particles  distinct  from  the  flammation,  which  do  not  disturb  the  general 

clot.     Such  blood  is  commonly  said  to  be  system.      You  would  not  look  for  huffy 

Mzy.      Dr.  Alison  states  that  when  it  is  ob-  blood  in  the  inflammation  that  supervenes 

served,  some  other  cause  of  general  disorder  on   a  cut  finger,  or  in  a  small  boil ;  but  in 

of  the  S3rstem  (continued  fever^  for  example)  serious  inflammation,  attended  with  pyrexia, 

usually  co-exists  with  the  local  inflammation,  the  huffy  coat,  may  be  wanting.     It  is  not 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  blood  drawn  by  unfrequently  absent  in  inflammation  of  the 

leeches  never  exhibits  the  huffy  coat.    It  mucous  membranes,  especially  in  inflamma- 

seldom  appears  (yet  I  have  seen  it)  upon  tion  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  bronchi, 

blood  that  has  been  removed  by  means  of  I  stated  before — ^what  it  is  quite  necessary 

cupping  glasses.  to  remember — ^that  huffy  blood  is  not  confined 

ArterUU  blood  is  liable  to  the  huffy  coat,  to  cases  of  inflammation.     The  blood  of  per- 

I  have  myself  twice  at  least  seen  the  bufiy  sons  affected  with  general  plethora  is  often 

coat  on  blood    drawn  from   the  temporal  found  to  present  a  huffy  coat :  and  the  same 

artery.     One  of  the  patients  was  violently  thing  is  true  in  respect  to  pregnant  women, 

maniacal  when  the  blood  was  taken.    The  Buffy  blood  is  no  neceMary  measure  of 

other  was  labouring  under  acute  inflammation  the  danger  of  the  diiacsw.     The  blood  drawn 

of  the  membranes  of  the  spinal  cord,  of  which  in  acute  rheumatian  is ,  always  very  much 

inflammation  he  died.  buffed  and  capped :  yet  so  long  as  the  dis- 

Blood  is  more  likely  to  buff,  eaieritpari'  ease  ia  eonflned  to  the  joints,  it  is  quite  ttoe 

bus,  when  it  is  made  to  flowin  a  fuQstream,  firdm  danger. 

and  when  it  is  received  in  a  deep  and  nasnHP  Neither  is  the  appearance  of  buff  on  the 

veasel.  blood,  taken  by  itself,  a  sufficient  warrant 

On  the  other  hand,  the  focttation  of  the  for  abstracting  more  blood  :   for  the  blood 

buffy  coat  appears  to  be  hhidereJ,  when  the  will  sometimes,  in  common  inflammation, 

blood  trickles  ffona  a  small  opening  in  the  oontinue  to  be  buffy,  long  after  it  has  ceased 

vein,  and  when  it  is  caught  in  a  large  flat  to  be  useful^  or  safe,  to  bleed  the  patient. 
vend.    It  is  said  also  that  the  huffy  coat 

mtf  be  prevented  by  adding  to  the  blood  a  Eventt  qf  tn/S^mma/ion.-— Some  patholo- 

flolution  of  caustic  potass ;  by  keeping  it  for  gists  enumerate  several  termmatifmB  of  in- 

some  time  in  a  state  of  agitation;  by  re-  flammation.    Others  quarrel  with  that  word, 

odving  it  in  a  very  cold  vessel ;  or  by  suffer-  as  inappropriate ;  alleging,  with  great  truth, 

ing  it  to  fell  from  a  height  of  three  or  four  that  Ihe  inflammation  does  not  necessarily 

feet    In  this  last  case  M.  Gendrin  supposes  cease  or  terminate  whenever  these  so-called 

that  the  prevention  is  owing  partly  to  the  "terminations"  happen.     Some  of  them  are 

agitation  which  the  desooit  of  the  stream  in  fact  "co-existent  states,  or  successive 

produces  in  the  blood  already  in  the  vessel,  stages  in  the  progress  of  the  same  inflamma- 

and  partly    to  the  circumstance  that  the  tory  disease.        It  has  been  proposed  to 

blood  is  cooled  as  it  passes  through  the  air.  speak  rather  of  the  local  ^eett  of  inflam- 

It  is  seldom,  I  believe,  that  the  buffy  coat  mation ;  but  even  this  phrase  is  not  freefrom 

appears  on  blood  drawn  at  the  very  outset  of  objection,  for  sometimes  (though  rarely)  there 

inflammation;  generally  a  day  or  two  elapses  are  no  local  effects  produced,  beyond  the 

before  it  shews  itself.  four  symptoms  which  characterize  the  in- 

I  hove  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  peculiar  flammation  itself.     I  think  the  events  qf 

appearance  of  the  blo^,  because  it  really  is  infiammation  is  an  expression  not  open  to 

of  very  great  importance  in  determining  the  similar  cavils.    I  have  no  ambition  to  intro- 

nature  erf  various  complaints,  and  in  dkect*  duoe  new  modes  of  speech,  unless  when  thoee 

ing  our  treatment  of  them.    Speaking  gene-  that  are  already  in  use  are  inexact  or  inap- 

ndly,  when  a  given  organ  is  inflamed,  the  plicable.     It  is  enough  if  you  clearly  oom- 

bnffy  coat  is  more  marked  in  proportion  to  prehcnd  themeanii^gof  tiie  terms  I  employ, 

the  intensity  of  the  inflammation  :  when  the  Among  the  events  of  inflammation  I  indude 

organ  is  not  known,  it  is  more  likdy  to  be  only  the  local  changes  observed  in  its  course, 

of  a  fibrous  or  a  serous  texture,  in  propcnr*  To  those  whidi  are  constitutiond  I  must 

tion  as  the  Mood  is  more  deddedly  buffed,  afterwards  revert. 

The  appearance  of  the  buffy  coat  is  espe-  Yon  will  recollect  that  I  did  allude,  in  the 

cially  vduable  as  an  indication  of  treatment  last  lecture,  though  in  a  very  brief  manner, 

in  cases  oonoenung  which  we  are  in  doubt,  to  these  local  events  of  inflammation.    Their 

whetiier  they  are  inflammatory  or  not.    On  firequency  and  importance  renders  it  neoes- 

the  other  huid,  if  we  have  good  evidence,  in  sary  that  we  should  consider  them  somewhat 

other  symptoms,  of  the  existence  of  inflam-  more  particularly. 

mation,  we  are  not  to  be  shaken  in  our  Besolution.-^One  of  these  events  is  the 

opinion  by  the  absence  of  the  buffy  coat,  simple  snbsidenoe  or  resolution  of  the  in- 
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flammation  :  this  may  atrictly  be  called  a  of  the  inflamed  part;  tiiat  it  ii  haitl  in  the 
termination  also.  The  congestion  of  the  centre,  softer  towards  the  drcnmferenoe ;  and 
blood-vessels  increases  till  the  blood  stagnates  that  in  the  latter  sitnatian  it  sometimea  re- 
in some  of  the  capillary  canals  towards  the  tains  for  a  few  seconds  the  impression  of 
centre  of  the  affected  part,  which  is  then  said  one's  finger ; — pitt.  Now  this  results  finom 
to  be  infiamed;  but  the  disease  goes  no  the  effusion  of  serous  fluid  in  the  oeUuIar 
farther ;  there  is  no  escape  of  the  blood,  or  Massoit  immediately  surrounding  die  part  in- 
of  any  part  of  the  blood,  or  of  any  of  the  flamed  :  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
constituents  of  the  blood,  beyond  its  natural  adema :  oedema,  (which  may  eiist  also  quite 
channels ;  or,  at  any  rate,  there  is  no  tenn-  independantly  of  inflammation)  being  a  fiUing 
ble  evacuation  into  the  inflamed  tissue,  or  or  infiltration  of  the  cellular  tissue  with  serous 
next  to  none.  The  inflammation  begins  to  fluid.  Anasarca  is  an  example  of  the  same 
recede;  the  stagnant  blood  is  again  set  in  state,  on  a  larger  scale.  Now  anasarca  is 
motion ;  if  there  have  been  some  slight  eflfu-  very  constantly  produced  by  some  impedi- 
sion,  it  is  reabsorbed ;  the  rapidity  of  tiie  ment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood  along  the 
circulation  in  the  surrounding  vessels  dimi-  veins ;  the  serous  portion  of  the  stagnating 
nishes ;  and  the  part  returns,  in  all  respects,  blood  transudes  through  the  coats  of  the  ves- 
to  its  former  condition  and  integrity.  Hiis  sels  :  and  I  apprehend  that  the  same  expla- 
may  be  considered  the  spontaneohs  cure  of  nation  may  be  given  of  the  less  extensive 
inflammation  ;  and  to  this  event  ther»  seems  oedema  which  takes  place  around  a  phlegmon ; 
to  be  always  a  natural  tendency.  It  may  be  the  blood  being  stagnant  in  the  neighbouring 
promoted  sometimes  by  art.  capillaries. 

Delitescence  and  metastaaie,' — When  the        But  whatever  may  be  the  intimate  cause  of 

process  of  resolution  is  unt^sually  sudden  and  serous  effusion,  it  is  one  of  the  earliest  events 

rapid,  (as  it  occasionally  is,  the  weU-marked  of  inflammation  ;  and  in  some  cases  it  is  its 

phenomena  of  inflammation  completely  dis-  most  important  event,  producing,  mechani- 

appearing  in  a  few  hours,)  it  is  called  by  our  cally,  new  S3rmptoms,  and  giving  rise  to  oon- 

neighbours,  the  French,  delitescence.     And  ditions  of  the   most   perSous  kind.      The 

when  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  thus  quantity  of  serous  fluid  poured  out  in  a  short 

suddenly  desert  one  part,  and  shew  them-  time  is  often  immense.     One  of  the  pleone 

selves  immediately  afterwards  in  another,  (as  may  be  thus  filled  in  a  few  hours,  and  tlie 

not  unfrequently  happens  in  respect  to  tiie  whole  of  one  lung  strongly  compressed,  and 

joints  in  acute  rheumatism,  and  between  the  the  respiratory  apparatus  reduced  to  one-half 

parotid  gland  and  tiitf  testicle  or  mamma  in  of  its  customary  efficiency.     And  if  inflam- 

the  mumps,)  metastasis  is  said  to  take  place,  mation  and  effusion  should  take  place  on 

This  traiuference,  as  it  were,  of  morbid  both  sides  of  the  chest  at  once,  if  double 

action,  from  one  part  to  another,  is  a  very  pleurisy  should  o<^r,  as  it  sometimes  does, 

curious  circumstance.     It  is  one  which  we  the  patient  must  presently  perish  by  iqmoea, 

sometimes  endeavour  to  imitate.    We  excite  unless  his  condition  is  rec(^nized,  and  free 

inflammation  upon  the  suHace,  where  we  vent  is  given  to  the  fluid.     More  than  once 

know  its  effects  will  be  of  comparatively  lit-  or  twice  have  I  seen  persons  snatched  from 

tie  consecjnence,  in  the  hope  of  diverting  it  the  brink  of  suffocation  by  what  is  called 

from  some  internal  organ  in  which  it  threatens  tapping  the  diest.     Fatal  coma  is  no  unoom- 

to  work  serious  or  even  ftital  changes.     We  mon  result  of  the  efiVisioh  of  serosity,  as  an 

follow  the  same  principle  perhaps  where  we  event  of  inflapimation,  into  the  ventricles  of 

apply  purgative  medicines  to  the  mucous  the  brain. 

membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal.    To  de-         Even  in  the  cellular  tissue,  where  it  is 

note  tills  mode  of  cure,  by  stimulating  distant  properly  enough  called  oedema,  a  very  trifling 

parts,  the  terms  eounierirritaiionf  derivation,  amount  of  this  serous  effusion  may  be  sufli- 

and  revulsion,  are  employed.-  cient  to  destroy  life  :  when,  for  instance,  it 

Most   commonly,   even'  under  moderate  takes  place  into  the  submucous  cellular  tissue 

inflammation,  some  amount  of  extravasation  of  the  glottis,  closing  up  by  its  pressure  the 

takes  place  into  the  texture  or  from  the  sur-  little  chink,  the  rima  glottidis,  and  snffb- 

fiioe  of  the  part.  eating  the  patient    after    anotiier   feshion. 

Serous  ffj^usion, — ^The  first  effect  or  event  Here  also  art  may  come  to  the  rescue :  an 

of  that  kind  which  we  notice,  is  the  pouring  out  artificial  chink  or  hole  is  made  for  the  en- 

or^^Wton  of  «ero««  liquid.  The  liquid  isso  like  trance  and  exit  of  air,  below  that  part  of  the 

tile  8emmoftheblood,that  it  is  called  serosity  larynx  in  wfaidi  the  disease  is  situiUed,  and 

or  serous  liqmd,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  the  patient  is  delivered  from  imminent  death, 

conceive,  that  it  consists  of  the  serum  of  the  I  have  had  two  cases  under  my  own  care, 

blood,  slightly  modified  perhaps.     You  will  and  have  seen  several  others,  in  which  life 

recollect  my  stating  that  the  swelling  which  was  s  >  preserved.     I  allude  to  such  cases 

accompanies   phl^monous  inflammation   is  now,  merely  to  convince  you  of  the  impor- 

not  equally  firm  throughout  the  whole  extent  tance  of  attending  to  this  event  of  inflam- 
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niation»  and  of  stadying  tlie  indications  of  its 
existence. 

Sometimes  some  of  the  small  vessels  give 
way,  and^tiemorrhage  into  the  part  becomes 
an  event  of  inflammation.  Some  slight  de- 
gree of  this  occurs  probably  in  most  cases  ; 
and  we  frequently  find  that  the  colouring 
matter  of  the  blood  is  mixed  with  the  other 
effttsionS)  giving  to  the  serous  liquid  a  deep 
tinge  of  red. 

I  hinted  before,  that  we  must  not  infer 
inflammation  from  the  presence  of  serous 
effusion  alone.  Serum  will  exude,  I  be- 
lieve, from  loaded  veins,  even  after  death ; 
but  this  ncv&c  can  be  much  in  amount.  It 
is  certain  that  dropsical  eiTusions  may  be, 
and  very  often  are,  the  result  of  congestion 
of  a  purelj  mechanical  kind. 

Bffutkm  of  coagulabh  lytnph.-^A  third 
even/  of  iniUmmation  is  the  effusion  of  what 
is  called  coagulable  lympht  which,  as  I  ex- 
plained to  you  before,  appears  to  be  nothing 
else  than  the  fibrin  separated  from  the  other 
constituents  of  the  blood,  and  concreted.  It 
is  poured  forth,  at  first,  in  a  state  of  solution, 
or  in  a  soft  semi-fluid  condition,  and  mixed 
with  more  or  less  serosity;  but  the  more 
fluid  parts  of  the  effusion  are  either  soon 
reabsorbed,  or  soon  separate  themselves 
from  the  lymph,  which  becomes  firmer,  and 
at  length  solid.  The  hard  central  portion 
of  a  phlegmon,  in  its  earlier  stages,  owes  its 
hardness  to  the  presence  of  coagulable  lymph 
in  the  natural  interstices  of  the  inflamed 
part ;  and  a  similar  interstitial  deposit  of  the 
same  substance  is  common  in  various  parts 
of  the  body,  as  a  result  or  concomitant  of 
inflammation.  What  is  called  hepatixation 
of  the  lung  is  one  instance — the  spongy 
texture  of  the  lung  is  blocked  up  and  solidi- 
fled  by  this  lymph.  In  certain  cases  of 
erysipdas,  as  well  as  in  phlegmonous  inflam- 
mation, the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  is 
rendered  dense  and  hard  in  the  same  way. 
The  white  opaque  spots  which  are  often  seen 
upon  the  cornea  are  produced  by  lymph 
interposed  between  the  layers  of  that  natu- 
rally transparent  structure.  But  the  most 
striking  «Lamples  of  the  effusion  of  coagu- 
lable lymph  are  to  be  seen  upon  the  surfaces 
of  inflamed  membranes :  it  forms  a  web  or 
layer  which  by  degrees  assumes,  itself,  a 
membranous  appearance;  and  is  accordingly 
called  by  moii>id  anatomists  a  fiilse  or  an 
adventitious  membrane.  Sometimes  several 
layers  of  this  kind  are  spread  over  each  other, 
forming  adventitious  membranes  of  great 
thickness.  When  coagulable  lymph  is  thus 
poured  out  between  membranes  that  are 
habitually  in  contact  with  each  other,  it 
often  causes  them  to  cohere  together — just 
as  two  leaves  of  a  book  may  be  made  to 
stick  together  by  a  layer  of  paste  or  glue  put 
between  them.   This  is  very  common  indeed 


with  serous  membranes,  espedally  the  pleurae, 
the  pericardium,  and  the  peritoneum.  Lymph 
is  said  also  to  be  poun^  out,  under  violent 
inflammation,  from  mucous  surfiices.  In 
croup,  the  interior  of  the  trachea  is  inflamed, 
and  a  substance  exudes  which  assumes  a 
membranous  form,  and  adheres  more  or  less 
firmly  to  the  sides  of  that  tube,  or  is  coughed 
up  in  ragged  fraigments.  A  similar  effusion 
takes  place  occasionally  from  the  mucous 
lining  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  is  ex- 
pelled, with  the  other  contents  of  the  bowels, 
in  shreds,  or  in  tubular  portions,  which  are, 
in  fact,  casts  of  the  interior  of  the  gut.  I 
say  coagulable  lymph  is  said  to  be  thus  poured 
out ;  but  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  the 
false  membranes  in  these  cases  are  really  com- 
posed of  fibrin.  Similar  films  form  within  the 
uterus,  and  are  moulded  to  the  exact  shape 
of  its  cavity,  and  marked  with  indentationa 
that  correspond  to  its  rugee ;  and  these  mem- 
brane-like casts  are  at  length  separated  and 
extruded.  These  last  are  not  very  conmion ; 
but  I  shew  you  one  which  came  from  the 
uterus  of  a  young  woman  who  was  a  patient 
,q;  mine  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital  not  very 
long  ago.  You  may  see  lymph  deposited 
like  beads,  upon  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
iris  under  inflammation ;  or  gluemg  its  pos- 
terior surface  to  the  crystalline  lens  behind 
it,  and  rendering  the  pupil  irregular,  and 
sometimes  immoveable.  The  internal  surface 
of  the  heart,  and  especially,  its  valves,  are 
often  studded  with  pdHions  of  lymph  much 
resembling  warts.  When  the  opposite  sides 
of  an  artery  are  brought  together  by  a  liga- 
ture, they  inflame,  and  become  united  by  the 
same  medium.  Coagulable  lymph  is  efiiised, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  upon  the  edges 
of  a  cut  wound ;  and  they  adhere,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  when  placed  in 
mutual  apposition.  This  surgeons  call  union 
by  the  first  intention:  and  ^e  inflammation 
which  is  accompanied  by  this  kind  of  exuda- 
tion of  lymph,  or  fibrine,  is  called  adhesive 
inflammation ;  or  the  adhesive  stage  of 
inflammation. 

It  is  seldom  that  coagulable  lymph  aUma 
is  thus  poured  out.  Sometimes  it  is  mixed 
with  the  colouring  matter  of  the  blood. 
Oftener  it  is  mingled  with,  or  at  first  dis- 
solved in,  a  large  quantity  of  serous  fluid.  , 
When  this  happens  in  serous  bags — as  in  the 
pericardium  or  pleura — ^the  thinner  fluid  may 
xeep  the  opposite  membranes  apart ;  and  for 
some  time,  or  entirely,  prevent  their  agglu- 
tination. Sometimes  the  agglutination  is 
partial,  and  the  uniting  portions  of  lymph 
are  stretched  out,  by  the  distending  effect  of 
the  fluid  effusion,  or  by  the  natural  move- 
ments of  the  parts,  into  strips  or  bridles  of 
adhesion. 

.  I  must  call  upon  you  to  notice,  in  passing, 
that  although  this  event  of  inflammation  may 
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sometimes  perhaps  have  a  detrimental  or  sacoeisiTe  layers  of  lymph  exude,  and  are 

destructive  conseqnenoei  yet  that  in  a  vast  in  succession  attached  to  tlie  ulcerated  sttr« 

m^ority  of  instances  it  is  distinctly  a  salutary  face,   and  incorporated  by  this  organizing 

and  conservative  event.     Vision  may,   no  process,  until  the  breach  of  texture  is  repaired, 

doubt,  be  destroyed  by  a  plug  of  lymph  The  lymph  thus  organized  comes  at  last  to 

which  shuts  up  the  pupil  of  the  eye.    A  resemble,  very  exactly,  cellular  tissue,  more 

portion  of  intestine  may  become  strangulated  or  less  condcmsed.     And  thus,  as  I  pointed 

by  a  band  of  adhesion.     Of  this,  which  is  a  out  to  you  in  a  former  lecture,  a  texture, 

mere  accident  of  the  adhesion,  1  have  seen  identical  in  its  nature  with  an  original  texture 

some  fatal  examples.    The  closure  of  the  of  the  body,  is  formed  as  it  were  de  tunfo, 

trachea  by  the  membrane  of  croup  is  not,  in  and  is  capable  of  undergoing  tiie  same  trans- 

my  opinion,  a  fair  case  in  point.    There  are,  formations  with  the  natural  texture, 
at  any  rate,  but  few  exceptions  to  the  rule,        The  length  of  time  required  for  the  pouring 

that  die  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph  proves  out  of  ooagulable  lymph  in  inflammation — 

beneficial  by  preventing  some  worse  event  of  and  for  its  organization  after  it  has  been 

the  inflammation.  It  is  better  that  inflamma-  poured  out — is  variable  under  di:rerent  dr- 

tion  of  die  cellular  tissue  should  be  limited  and  cumstances.     It  is  often  effused  very  early, 

hemmed  in  by  a  barrier  of  lymph,  than  that  Dr.  John  Thomson  found  a  distinct  layer 

it  should  extensivdy  diffUse  itself.     It  is  of  it  covering  wounds  he  had  made  in  an 

better  that  the  bag  surrounding  the  heart,  animal,  in  loss  than  four  hours  after  tbey 

when  it  happens  to   be    inflamed,   should  had  been  inflicted ;    and  cases  are  related,  in 

become  adherent  to  that  organ,  than  that  the  which  vascular  organization  of  the  eflyised 

inflammation  should  run  on  into  suppura-  lymph  has  appeared  to  have  been  effected 

tion,  and  fill  the  pericardium,  and  oppress  within  the  space  of  twenty-four  or  tfairty-aiz 

the  heart,  with  pus.     In  the  one  case  life  hours.  Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  many 

may  continue  for  several  years— in  t^e  other  days  seem  to  elapse  before  any  such  organ!- 

it  seldom  lasts  many  days.    It  is  clearly  zation  is  observs^le. 

more  desirable,  and  more  consistent  with        When  serous  fluid  and  coagulable  lymph 

the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  patient,  that  have  been  poured  out  in  considerable  quan- 

his  lungs  should  be  &stened  to  his  ribs,  than  tity,  and  simultaneously,  the  serous  fluid  is 

that  they  should  be  compressed  and  flattened  oftoi  rendered  turbid  by  the  admixture  of 

against  his  vertebral  column.     I  shall  have  small  portions  of  lymph,  or  of  albumen, 

occasion  so  firequently  to  speak  of  this  pro-  diffused  through  it ;   and  JIaJte*  of'  lymph 

tecting  and  reparative  tendency  of  adhesive  sometimes  float  in  it,  or  settle,  in  virtue  of 

inflammation,  that  I  do  no  more  than  point  their  specific  gravity,  at  the  lowest  part  of 

it  out  to  you  at  present.  the  cavity  containing  the  effused  matters. 

When  lymph  has  been  effused  upon  an        Severed  conditions  seem  necessary  to  ensure 

inflamed  sur&oe,  it  very  readily  becomes  this  adhesive  form,  or  adheave  stage,  of  in-* 

vascular  and  organized.     Red  streaks  begin  flammation.    The  inflammation  must  reach 

to  be  visible  in  it.    These  are   incipient  a  certain  degree  of  intensity',  or  no  lymph 

blood-vessels,  which  may  soon  be  seen  to  will  be  effused;  it  must  not  go  beyond  a 

communicate  freely,  and  to  be  continuous  certain  degree  of  intensity,  or  £e  next  effent 

with  the  blood- vessds  of  the  inflamed  part.  I  have  to  mention,  the  formation  of  pus,  will 

The  plastic  lymph  is  ftshioned  Into  a  definite  interfiBre  with    the   adhesive  process.    We 

structure,   and  made    a  living  constituent  learn  also  from  what  takes  place  in  recent 

portion  of  the  body.     It  is  in  truth  this  wounds,  that  seclusion  from  the  air,  and  the 

remarkable  piattie  property  belonging  to  absence  of  all  other  causes  of  irritation,  are 

the  effused  lymph,  this  aptitude  for  being  necessary  for  adhesion,  or  union  by  the  first 

organized,  which  invests  the  adhesive  inflam-  intention. 

mation  with   its   guardian    and    reparative        Suppuration, — ^Tlie  formation  of  puw — 

character.    None  of  the  oUier  fluids  poured  fuppuration,  is  a  fourth  event  qf  in/lamma- 

out  under  inflammation  are  capable  of  this  tiont  to  which  brief  allusion  has  already  been 

change.     It  is  in  this  way  that  the  lips  of  made. 

recent  wounds,  and  the  surfaces  of  inflamed  Many  opinions  have  been  broached  re- 
membranes  in  contact  with  each  other,  are  specting  the  nature  of  pus,  and  the  manner 
permanently  stitched  together  (if  I  may  use  in  which  it  is  formed.  I  shall  not  trouble 
so  homely  a  metaphor)  by  living  vascular  you  with  discussing,  or  even  with  narrating 
threads.  By  this  needle-work  of  nature  them,  but  limit  myself  to  stating  what  are 
parts  recently  severed  fipom  the  body  may  the  notions  held  on  these  points  by  the  most 
sometimes  be  replaced ;  or  even  transferred  able  and  the  most  recent  observers, 
and  affixed  to  other  situations,  as  in  the  Pus  then,  as  I  told  you  before,  is  altered 
Talicotian  operation,  whertby  a  new  nose  is  blood.  It  is  an  opaque,  smooth,  yellowish 
engrafted  in  the  place  of  that  which  had  fluid,  of  the  consistence  of  cream,  and  ha>ing 
been  lost.    It  is  thus  that  ulcers  fill  up ;  no  smell.     I  speak  now  of  well-fonnfd,  or 
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what  b  called  good,  or  healthy  pus— what  altered  ad  to  resemblje  pus,  pnriform  mucus— • 

the  old  writers  spoke  of  as  pus  laudabile,  or  at  geaulne,  though  not  perhaps  laudabley 

This  has  been  thought  an  absurd  epithet :  pus.     I  shall  tell  you  what  has  been  made 

but  it  senres  as  well  as  any  other  to  express  out  upon  this  point  hereafter,  when  I  treat 

what  was  meant,  vi2.  that  kind  of  pus  which  of  phthisis  ;  and  I  shall  show  you  at  the 

accompanies  benign  forms  of  inflammation,  same  time  that  the  distinction  is  not  of  that 

and  indicates  that  all  is  going  on  regularly,  great  importance  which  has  been  sometimes 

and  promises  a  fortunate  ending :  pus,  in  supposed. 

abort,  the  appearance  of  which  was  to  be  Pus  may  be  poured  out  into  one  of  the 
commended.  It  is  certainly  not  more  absurd  natural  cavitiea  of  the  body,  and  then  it  is 
than  the  term  healthy  pus.  This  pus  lauda-  called  purulent  effusion.  It  may  be  con- 
bile  was  described  as  being  albums  lave,  et  tained  in  a  dosed  cavity,  whidi  is  not 
tequale — light-coloured,  smooth,  and  homo-  natural,  but  formed  by  lymph  and  condensed 
geneous.  This  description  of  good  pus  has  cellular  tissue  ;  and  then  the  collection  of 
descended  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  pus  is  called  an  abseeu.  It  may  also  pro- 
who  says  To  9t  xvor,  apiTop  \9vK0y  re  Irat,  ceed  from  a  free  surface  of  the  body — as  the 
«al  biMKov,  icol  Xciov,  jccd  its  riKtora  9vao^€s.  skin,  or  a  mucous  membrane,  or  a  super- 
It  consijits  of  yellowish  globules,   diffused  ficiol  ulcer  or  soi«. 

through  a  thinner  fluid,  that  resembles  in  In  the  natural  cavities  of  the  body  pus 
some  respects  the  serum  of  the  blood.  **  If  seems,  sometimes,  to  mingle  gradually  with 
six  or  eight  ounces  of  good  pus  be  suffered  the  serous  effusion,  which  grows  turbid  and 
(o  stand  in  a  phial,  it  will  separate  into  two  whitish,  and  at  length  distinctly  assumes  a 
portions :  a  yellowish  matter  will  sink  to  the  puriform  character.  But  in  much  the 
bottom,  and  there  will  be  a  slightly  yellow,  greater  number  of  cases  the  formation  of 
dear,  supernatant  fluid,  like  oU  in  appear-  pus  is  preceded  by  the  effusion  of  coagulable 
ance,  but  not  greasy  to  the  touch."  The  lymph,  with  or  without  the  effusion  of  serous 
sediment  consists  of  the  globules :  there  is  fluid :  the  pus  in  these  cases  appears  to  be 
good  reason  to  believe,  with  Gendrin,  that  poured  forth  or  secreted  by  the  coagulable 
ibey  are  the  globules  of  the  blood,  dtered—  lymph  after  it  has  become  organized.  Its 
deprived  of  their  coloured  envelopes,  and  formation  seems  to  characterize  a  more  ad- 
swollen  or  enlarged.  The  changes  which  they  vanced  stage  of  inflammation — to  denote  that 
are  apt  sjieedily  to  undergo,  from  mere  ex-  the  inflammation  has  been  pressed  a  little 
posure  to  the  air,  may  account  for  a  contrary  beyond  the  adhesive  stage.  This  was  the 
opinion  hdd  by  some  modem  authors.  opinion  of  John  Hunter,  who  was  the  first 

But  there  are  various  modifications  of  pus;  to  teach  us  any  thing  worth  knowing  about 

and  its  qualities  are  liable  to  rapid  alteration  the  process  of  inflammation.     It  is  also  the 

by  various  circumstances.     Sometimes  the  opinion  of  Gendrin,  one  of  the  latest  and 

globules  are  few  in  proportion  to  the  more  most  successful  investigators  of  that  process, 

watery  part ;  and  then  the  pus  is  said  to  be  Hunter  thus  expresses  himself  on  this  sub- 

iehoroue.     It  is  aanioue  when  some  of  the  ject :  ''  the  new  formed  matter  peculiar  to 

colouring  matter  of  the  blood  is  poured  out  suppuration  is  a  remove  farther  from  the 

with  it.     It  is  sometimes  visdd  and  islimy,  nature  of  .the  blood  than  the  matter  formed 

from  an  admixture  of  mucus;  or  flaky  and  by  adhesive  inflammation."    And  Gendrin 

curdled,   which  is  common    in    scro^ous  says,  *'  Between  the  purulent  Jiuid  of  in- 

persons.     Sometimes,  also,  instead  of  being  flamed  tissues,  and  the  organizable  coagulable 

inodorous,  it  is  horribly  fetid.    All  abscesses  fluid  ^1.   e.  between    pus    and    coagulable 

that  form  in  or  about  the  alimentary  canal  lymph}  there  is  bnt  one  degree  of  more,** 

are  apt  to  contain  pus  of  an  offensive  odour ;  Even  the  preventing  or  the  allowing  the 

as  those  which  occur  in  the  tonsils,  and  near  access  of  air  to  the  surface  of  a  recent  cut 

the  rectum.    A    patient    of   mine,   in   the  will  make  all  the  difference  between  adhesion 

hospital,   had   a  fluctuating  tumor  in  the  and  suppuration.    And  the  same  influence 

epigastrium,    which    Mr.    Amott    opened,  of  the  air  in  promoting  the   suppurative 

There  came  out  the  collapsed  bags  of  two  or  process  in  preference    to    the  adhesive  ia 

three  hydatids,  and  a  quantity  of  stinking  remarkably  seen  in  various  other  cases.     In 

pus.    The  liver,  no  doubt,  was  the  seat  of  simple  pleurisy — from  exposure  to  cold — we 

the  suppuration  in  this  case — and  perhaps  sddom    have    any  liquids   effused,   except 

the  stench  might  be  owing  to  the  death  and  coagulable  lymph,  and  serous  fluid.  But  if 

decomposition  of  the  hydatids.  the  inflammation  has  been  caused  by  apuoc- 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  by  many  tured  wound  from  without,  or  by  laceration 

persons  to   discover    some    sure    criterion  of  the  pulmonary  pleura  by  the  sharp  end 

between  pus  and  mucus.     Healthy  pus  and  of  a  fractured  rib,  or  by  a  perforation  of 

healthy  mucus  are  so  totdly  unlike  each  the  pulmonary  pleura  by  the  extension  of  a 

other,  that  they  never  can  be  confounded  vomica  in  tlie  lung — in  all  which  cases  air 

together.     But  sometimes  we  can  scarcely  finds  its  way  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura — 

say  whether  we  are  looking  at  mucus  so  then  true  empyema  results -^pus  is  formedt 
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So  also  in  pnetnnonia :  ftt  first  the  inflamed  mation  bj  which  it  has  been  preceded  or 

lung  is  rendered  solid  by  the  effnsion  of  accompanied. 

coagiilable  lymph  into  the  air  cells  ;  but  if  Ulceration — K  fifth  event  of  infiammaiion 
the  inflammation  persists,  the  next  thing  that  is   Ulceration.     You  may  remember    my 
happens  is  what  is  called  by  Laennec  ffrey  telling  you  that  Kaltenbrunner  observe^  the 
hepatization — a  puriform   infiltration   takes  progress  of  absorption  in  the  inflamed  tiasues 
the  place  of  the  lymph.    The  same  principle  which  he  examined  by  the  help  of  the  micro- 
is  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  urethra ;  scope :    how  the   stellated  spots  gradually 
inflammation  of  theyreff  surface  of  its  mucous  vanished  from  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  and 
membrane  leads  rapidly  to  the  formation  of  the  fat  from  the  mesentery  of  the  rabbit, 
pus  ;   inflammation  of  its  attached  surface  Independently  of  these  microscopical  ob* 
occasions  the  pouring  out  of  lymph,  which  serTations,  it  is  quite  evident  that  absorption 
produces  stricture.      And  in  general  I  think  goes  on,   often  very  acdTcly,   during  the 
it  may  be  said  of  surfaces  that  are  open  to  continuance  of  inflammation.     The  effused 
the  air,   of  tegumentary  membranes,   that  fluids,   or  products    of   inflammation,   the 
either  pus    is    formed   upon   them,   under  serum,  the  lymph,  the  pus,  are  partly  taken 
inflammation,  without  any  prerious  effusion  up  again :  and  not  only  are  these  products  of 
of  plastic  lymph,  or  the  lymph  is  slight  in  inflammation  liable  to  be  so  removed,  but 
amount,  and  transient  in  duration,  and  pre-  the  original  textures  of  the  body  are  carried 
sently  superseded  by  a  puriform  discharge,  off  by  absorption.     We  cannot  have  a  better 
We  have  every-day  examples  of  this,  in  proof  of  this  than  the  progress  that  an  abscess 
inflammation  of   the    conjunctiva,    of   the  makes  to  the  nearest  surface  at  which  the 
bronchi,  and  of  the  bladder.     Perhaps  it  is  pus  it  contains  may  be  discharged ;  the  in- 
in  this  principle  that  we  may  find  an  ex-  tervening  textures  are  gradually  abaorbed. 
planation  of  the  fact  that  whereas  in  the  Perhaps  a  great  part  of  the  prmciple  oon- 
inflammation  of  cellular  tissue,  of  glandular  oemed  in  ^taa  progressive  approach  to  tiie 
organs,  and  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  viscera  surface  is  presture.     The  hauler  tissues  of 
generally,  the  pus  which  forms  is  collected  the  body,  the  bones  themselves,  yield  and 
hito  an  abscess;  circumscribed  abscess  in  the  disappear  before  the  increasing  pressure  of 
substance  of  the  lung,  from  common  inflam-  an  aneurismal  tumour.     In  this  case  the  ab- 
mation,  such  as*  we  are  now  considering,  is  sorption  appears  to  be  independent  of  in- 
very  rare  in^bed.     This  is  a  point  which  will  flammation. 

of  course  come  under    our    consideration  But  taking  the  process  as  one  of  the  events 

again.  of  inflammation,  we  may  say  with  Dr.  Alison 

There  is  however,  manifestly,  a  elose  con-  that,  whenever  the  absorption  of  the  effused 

nexion  in  many  cases  between  the  effunon  of  Ijrmph,   and  of  the  surrounding    textures, 

lymph  and  the  efiVision  of  pus  ;  although  the  tikes  place  in  excess — in  a  greater  degree, 

progress  and  effects  of  adhesion  and  suppu-  that  is,  and  more  irregularly  than  seems  to  be 

ration  are  very  different.   When  suppuration  required  for  any  useful  purpose— the  result 

takes  place,  the  pain  belonging  to  the  inflam-  is  ulceration.    This  term  is,  however,  com- 

mation    usually  abates,   or   ceases,    except  monly  restricted  to  those  cases  in  which  the 

when  the  pus  is  imprisoned  so  as  to  keep  loss  of  substance  oocun  upon  some  eurfacCf 

up  the  pre-existing   tension.     Certain  re-  internal  or  external. 

markable  constitutional  phenomena  also  de-  Many  circumstances  influence  the  oocnr- 

clare  themselves,  which  I  shall  notice  again  rence  and  progress  of  ulceration ;  and  great 

hereafter.  differences  are  observable  in  the  diff(»ient 

The  effusion  is  longer  continued  in  tiie  tissues,  in  respect  to  the  facility  with  which 

case  of  suppuretion — and  the  quantity  of  they  severally  ulcerate.     Ulceration  is  most 

pus  is  more  copious  generally  than  of  lymph  common  in   the   tegumentary  memlManes. 

—especially  in  the  serous  and  tegumentary  It  is  fi^uently  met  with  also  in  the  inner 

membranes.     When  pus  is  diffused  through  coats  of  the  arteries,  in  cartilages,  and  in 

the  natural  textures  it  tends  to  soften  and  bones.     But  we  are  not  always  sure  that  it 

separate  them — to  break  them  down:  whereas  is  in  these  cases  an  event  of  inflammation, 

the  direct  effect  of  the  deposition  of  lymph  Ulceration  is  rare  in  fibrous  tissues  of  all 

in  the  same  parts  is   to   consolidate  and  kinds,  in  serous  membranes,  and  in  the  outer 

harden.  ocMit  of  arteries.    These  differences  have  im- 

The  time  required  for  the  formation  of  portant  pathological  bearings.     But  I  may 

pus  is  extremely  variable.     It   sometimes  not  stop  to  consider  these  at  present :   tiiey 

very  quickly  follows  the  commencement  of  will  be  particularly  noticed  as  the  course 

the  inflammation ;  within  a  few  houn,  as  in  proceeds.    When  I  state  that  ulceration  may 

gonorrhoea.    Sometimes  it  is  postponed  to  a  lead  to  perforations  of  the  alimentary  canal — 

very  distant  period,  even  for  weeks.  of  the  air-tubes— of   the  gall  and  urinary 

The  duration  of  the  suppurative  process  bladden — of  the  blood-vessels ;  and  to  the 

is  also  uncertain,  and  seems  to  have  no  fatal  escape  of  the  natural  contents  of  these 

fixed  relation  o  the  intensity  of  the  inflam-  organs ;  I  have  said  enough  to  coDvince  you 
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that  ulceration,  eo  freqnently  the  object  of  OBSERVATIONS 

the  Bnrgeon's  care,  requires  no  less  attention 

on  the  part  of  the  physician.  °^  ^^^ 

There  are  certain  forms  of  ulceration  that  EFFECTS  OF  DIVIDING  THE  TEN- 

are  specific  in  tiieir  nature :  with  these  I  do  DONS  OF  THE  VARIOUS  ORBITAL 

not  at  present  meddle.      The  process  of  MUSCLES  IN  ANIMALS, 
ulceration  is  Tcry  clearly  explained  m  Dr. 

Alison's  admirable  Outlines  of  Pathology,  By  E.  W.  Duvfin,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

There  are  three  things  generally  going  on 

at  the  same  time  in  an  ulcerated  surfeoe.  [For  the  Medical  Gazette.'] 

First,  there  is  an  effusion  of  plastic  lymph,  

by  which  what  are  called  granulations  ai« 

formed.     Granulations  consist  of  coagulable  ^^  order  to  aid  me  in  deciding  on  the  beat 

lymph     which      has     become     organized ;  iiA<xie  of  remedying  certain  untoward  events 

ftirmshed    with   numerous    delicate    blood-  that  occasionally  supervene  after  the  per- 

▼cssels.    Secondly,  there  is  suppuration ;  and,  formance  of  Dieffenbach's  operation  for  the 

thirdly,  there  is  absorption  or  the  removal  of  ^^^  ^^  strabismus,  I  undertook  a  series  of 

parts.  experiments  on  animals  for  that  purpose. 

Sometimes,  apparently,  there  is  no  suppu-  "^f  results  of  these  inquiries,  though  not  so 

ration — ^we  see  no  pus  in  ulcers  of  the  cornea;  satisfactory  as  might  be  desired,  stUl  present 

nor  in  certain  cases  of  absorption  of  arti-  ^"^ts  of  considerable  practical  importance, 

cular  cartilages.  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

When  the  first  of  these  three  processes  ^^  conducting  the  experiments  to  be  pre- 

gets  the  better,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of  the  sently  detailed,   I   may   state  that  I  was 

others,  the  lymph  overspreads  the  surfiu»  of  fovoured,   on  different  occasions,  with  the 

tiie  ulcer,  fills  up  the  cavity,  and  the  uloer  assistance  and  judgment  of  Drs.  Marshall 

heals :  cicatrization  takes  place.  Hall  and  Child,  and  of  Messrs.  Samwell  and 

When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  absorbmg  Farquhar,  surgeons,  as  well  as  with  the 
process  predominates,  the  uloer  extends  opinions  of  various  non-profesaional  friends, 
itself— the  excavation  grows  larger,  or  deeper  who,  being  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
—or  both  larger  and  deeper :  and  when  this  the  investigation,  and  consequently  unpre- 
excess  of  absorption  is  great,  and  the  exten-  jndiced  in  favour  of  any  cherished  theory,  or 
taxm  of  the  ulceration  rapid,  it  is  called  pha-  anticipated  results,  were  the  more  likely  to 
ffedenie  ulceration.  When  a  part  of  the  take  an  unbiassed  view  of  the  phenomena  that 
texturesperishesduringtheprocesBoftheulce-  they  witnessed,  than  we  ourselves,  who,  it 
ration,  and  is  separated  in  entire  and  sensible  n>ay  be  presumed,  could  scarcely  avoid  en- 
masses,  the  ulcer  is  said  to  be  a  eUmgkmg  tertiining  preconceived  notions, 
ulcer.  ''When  the  process  is  slow,  the  Before  detailing  the  facts  that  presented 
lymph  effused  at  the  base  and  round  the  themselves  to  our  notice,  it  may  be  premised 
edge  of  the  ulcer  is  hardened,  and  the  granu-  that  great  di£Sculty  was  experienced  in 
lations  on  its  surface  are  deficient,  the  uloer  performing  the  experiments  with  sufficient 
is  ttien  said  to  be  calloue  or  indolent :  and  accuracy  and  care  to  insure  the  complete 
when  the  granulations  are  larger  and  softer,  division  of  what  was  required ;  and,  at  the 
and  more  flabby  than  usual,  and  require  to  same  time,  to  confine  the  operations  pre- 
be  repressed  before  the  uloer  will  heal ;  to  cisely  within  that  limit, 
this  variety  of  ulcer  tbe  name  of  Jvnffoue  AU  experiments  of  the  operative  kind  on 
ulcer  is  given:"  and  the  coarse  and  too  luxu-  the  orbital  muscles  of  animals,  in  order  to 
riant  granulations  are  called,  by  the  vulgar,  ascertain  their  respective  functions,  must,  on 
proud  yieah.  These  several  terms,  in  the  several  accounts,  prove  more  or  lessunsatis- 
senses  now  assigned  to  them,  you  wQl  please  fiictory.  The  anatomical  adaptation  of  the 
to  remember.  powers  which  move  the  eyeball  in  brutes. 

It  is  by  regulating  the  three  processes  now  differs  materially  from  that  observed  in  the 

described — so  farms  they  are  capable  of  being  human  species. 

regulated  by  art — that  the  surgeon  and  the  In  animals  there  exist  certain  additional 

physician  endeavour  to  obviate  tibe  threatened  muscles  and  iq[ipendages  to  the  eye,  which 

ill  consequences  of  ulceratioii,  and  to  pro-  modify  the  operations  of  the  simple  mecha- 

mote  the  repair  of  the  textures  which  hove  Hirnxk  possessed  by  them  in  common  with 

been  destroyed.  man.     Thus  animals  are  furnished  with  a 

I  explained  to  you,  in  a  former  lecture,  that  muscle  denied  to  man,  the  su^eneorius,  by 

inflammation  may  lead  to  a  wasting  of  parts,  vHliich  they  are  enabled  to  retract  the  eye  in 

al^ough  there  is  no  suppuration  or  ulcera-  a  most  remarkable  and  powerful  manner, 

tion.     The  testis  sometimes   withers  aa  a  The  principal  object  of  this  muscle  seems 

consequence  of  inflammation:    interstitial  tobe  to  assist  in  retaining  the  eyeball  mtttfti, 

absorption  takes  place.    Atrophy  in  abort.  and  to  obviate  any  inconvenience,  or  bad 

^—  consequences,  that  might  result  from  the 
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long-oontiniiDd  dependant  position  of  the  which  the  pi^Q  !■  dnwn,  when  the  ejebell 
head,  during  the  time  that  the  animal  is  perfonns  any  rapid  or  involwitary  movement, 
feeding,  which,  in  the  Jttfmtmm/!*,  engages  ao  such  aa  may  result  from  alightly  irritating 
considerable  a  portion  of  the  twenty-four  the  cornea  with  a  feather,  or  the  like. 
houra.  In  all  the  movements  of  the  eye,  indeed^ 
In  this  claas  of  animals,  therefore,  we  find  that  are  not  volnntary  on  the  part  of  the 
the  suspenaorins  muscle  not  only  powerful,  animal,  difficulty  is  eiperienced  in  makiiy 
but  very  large  and  fnnnel-ahaped,  ao  as  to  allowance  for  the  influence  of  this  suspeoao- 
completely  and  uninterruptedly  embrace  the  rius,  as  any  portion   of  it  appears   to  be 
poetarior  half  of  the  eyeball,  and  thus  most  capable  of  being  called  into  playt  to  the  ex* 
effectually  to  aooompHah  this  apparently  im-  cluakm  of  the  rest  of  the  muscle,  espedaUy 
portent    end.       In    cemteorotts    animals,  in  animals    of    the    camiTorous  tnbe,  in 
whoae  time  is  not  ao  mnch  occupied  in  (bed-  which,  aa  just  explained,  it  ia  divided  into 
ing,  and  whose  heads,  therefore,  are  not  ao  four  distinct  auxiliary  recti  muscles.    Thus, 
constantly  in  a  depending  position,  the  sus-  if  the  adductor  draw  the  pu|Al  towards  the 
pensorius    muscle  is    not  so  powerful  or  naaal  canthus  of  the  orbit,  and  the  inner 
comprehensive.      On   the  contrary,    it    is  portion  of  the  suspensorius  or  retrahens  co- 
divided  into  distinct  parts,  forming,  in  fact,  operate  with  it,  the  effect  is  much  height- 
four  independent  fleshy  slips,  which  have  a  ened  by  the  inner  portion  of  the  eyeball  be- 
common  origin,  but  are  inserted  into  the  ing  at  the  same  time  drawn  back  towarda  tibe 
aderotis  by  aeparate  tendons  reaching  to  the  origin  of  this  auxiliary  muade ;  and  tibe  aasne 
greatest  transverse  diameter  of  the  eyeball,  is  the  case  when  any  of  the  othtf  three  recti 
and  paasing  between  the  attachmenta  of  the  are  forced  into  involuntary  action.    Could 
four  principal  recti  muscles.     The  oblique  a  series  of  experiments  be  pecformed  on  any 
muaeiea  also,  in  ruminating  and  carnivorous  of   the  ape  tribe,  the  ocbital  muscles  of 
animals,  diffbr  ^(rom  each  other  in  many  which  daaa  of  ««i»««u  resemble  in  every 
respects.    In  the  latter  dass,  and  in  man,  particular  those  of  the  human  qpedes,  we 
the  auperior  oblique  becomes  tendinous  im-  might  possibly  arrive  at  better  and  more 
mediately  before  it  reaches  the  pulley  affixed  aatiafactory  conclusions.    But  even  then  we 
to  the  oibital  angle  of  the  frontal  bone,  and  riiould  have  to  contend  with  another  diffi- 
oontinttes  its  tendinous  form,  from  this  p<nnt  col^,  that  equally  opposes  our  inquiries 
of  reflection,  to  that  of  insertion  into  the  when  experimenting  on  a  dass  of  •"'""i" 
sclerotic  coat :  whereas,  in  ruminants,  the  inferior  to  this,  viz.  the  want  of  that  intel- 
reflected  portion  of  this  mosde  forms  a  ligenoe  which  distinguishes  reasoning  beings, 
second  fleshy  belly  of  considerable  thickness  We  cannot,  of  course,  when  a  muscle  is 
and  power,  which  again  beeomes  tendinous  divided  in  a  brute  creature,  estimate  the 
before  ita  final  inaection.     Hie  part  of  the  result  in  all  its  bearings,  as  in  man,  by  re- 
eyebaU  into  which  this  muscle  is  inserted  quiring  the  animal  to  move  in  such  direc- 
does  not  preeisdy  correspond  with  the  same  tions  as  would  aid  our  judgment,  and  sa- 
portion  in  man  ;  the  insertion  of  the  tendon  tisly  us  that  specific  results  have  been  ob- 
bdng  a  little  nearer  to  the  cornea  than  in  tained,   and  certain  objects  accomplished, 
animals.     The  h^fMor  oblique  likewise,   in  On  the  contrary,  the  only  conclusiona  we 
animals^  is  a  much  atronger,  more  fleahy,  and  can  arrive  at  must  be  deduced  from  a  com- 
abrupt  muscle,  than  it  is  in  man,  in  whom  parison  of  the  movements  of  the  two  eyes, 
its  insertion  is  much  more  extensive,  and  when,  by  stratagem,  we  can  exdte  the  na- 
effected  by  means  of  a  stronger  and  more  tural  contractions  of  certain  musdea  in  the 
spreading  tendon.  organ  that  has  not  been  the  subject  of  ope- 
When  any  attempt  is  made  to  injure  the  ration.     If,  on  inducing  special  movementa 
eye  of  an  animal,  the  suspensorius,  or  more  in  the  sound  eye,  we  find  that  those  of  the 
properly  the  retrahent  muscle,  immediately  other  organs  do  not  correspond,   we  may 
draws  the  eye  back  into  the  orbit ;   and,  in  fiiirly  conclude,  if  they  were  previously  com- 
doing  so,  still  forther  protects  the  organ,  by  plete,  that  the  power  of  producing  them  has 
causing  the  immediate  and  fordble  uivsnce  been  destroyed. 

of  the  membrane  nictitans,  which  unfolds  Notwithstanding  all  these  obstades,  how- 

and  spreads  itself  like  a  curtain  over  the  ever,  a  few  plain  and  incontrovertible  fiscts  do 

fore  part  of  the  eye.  present  themselves,   which  are  of  suffidoit 

In  experimenting  on  the  internal  rectus  practical  utility  to  merit  careful  considera- 

and  oblique  muscles  in  particular,  this  mem-  tion. 

brane  is  a  source  of  great  difficulty  and  em-  The  first  experiments  that  I  shall  relate 

barrassment  to  the  operator,  as  it  not  only  were  instituted  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 

comes  constantly  in  the  way  of  his  instru-  results  of  dividing  the  several  recti  muscles, 

ments,  but  prevents  the  observer,  alter  the  And,  it  may  afford  a  tolerable  criterion  of 

desired  end  may  have  been  accomplished,  the  results  we  might  expect  to  occur,  were 

from  ascertaining  the  precise  direction  in  the  corresponding  tendons  divided  in  the 
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human  Bpedes ;  provided  the  mnscles  were  dace  a  deformity  of  the  eye  itmilar  to  that 

in  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  eye  not  in  which  characterizeB  ordinary  internal  or  ez- 

any  way  affected  widi  strabiamns.  temal  strabiBmna  ;*    with    this  difference, 

that  the  movements  of  the  eyeball  in  the 
Exp.  I. — IHmsion  qf  M«  IniemtU  Beetvs,  direction  of  the  cut  moacle  will  be  wholly 
The  tendon  of  the  adductor  of  the  left  eye  destroyed.    When,  however,  we  divide  the 
of  a  middle-sized  half-bred  spaniel  dog,  was  •  adductor  in  the  human  eye,-  for  the  purpose 
carefully  separated  from  its  attachment  to  of  remedying  strabismus,  we  very  rarely  find 
the  sdiootis.    The  pupil  was  instantly  di-  that  the  pupil  is  drawn  outwards  beyond  the 
rected  permanently  towards  the  outer  ang^e  visual  aiis  of  the  orbit.     Hence  we  may  oon- 
of  the  orbit ;  and  to  sudi  an  extent  that,  dude,  that,  under  such  drcomstanoes,  the 
next  day,  fully  one-third  of  the  cornea  was  eyeball  is  either  prevented  from  turning  out- 
concealed  from  view.    The  animal  appeared  wards  by  some  retaining  adventituras  cause, 
to  be  wholly  incapable  of  disengaging  the  independent    of   the    ccmtracted   adductor, 
pupil  firom  this  situation  ;  nor  dUd  he  ac-  which,  after  its  section,  no  longer  offers  any 
quire  the  power  of  doing  so  in  the  slightest  opposition,  or  that  the  external  rectus  has 
degree  afterwards.  been  previously  partially  paralysed,  as  snp- 
.  ,  .  posed  by  Mr.  C.  Ghithrie  (vide  his  Report). 
Exp.  Ih-^Dnuum  qf  the  Bxtemal  Reetut  ^eso  facte,  moreover,  point  out  the  pro- 
of  the  eame  Eye.*  priety  of  not  only  satis&ctorily  ascertaining 
In  the  course  of  a  week  from  the  per-  that  the  eye  is  affected  with  cim/irmed  stra- 
formanoe  of    the  operation,   the  external  bismus  previous  to  operating,  but,  at  the 
rectus  of  the  same  eye  was  divided,  but  with-  same  time,  warn  us  of  the  troublesome,  if 
out  producing  any  seosible  alteration  in  the  not  unfortunate,    consequences    that    may 
position  of  the  eyeball :  the  pupil  still  con-  possibly  result  from  immediately  dividing 
tinned  to  be  everted,  and  partially  concealed  the  adductor  tendon  in  the  second  eye,  whtm 
in  the  temporal  angle  of  the  orbit.  not  in  any  way  implicated,  as  proposed  and 
From  these  facte  we  may  conclude,  dther  practised  by  Mr.  Elliot,  of  Carlisle,  should 
that  the  muscle  had  not  formed  a  re-union  the  section  of  the  tendon  of  the  fiuilty  organ 
with  the  sclerotic  coat,  or  that,  the  eyeball  not  prove  instantly   and  completely  suc- 
having  been  so  long  unremittingly  turned  ces8ful.t 

outwards,  the  re-union  was  established  too  Another  inference  to  be  deduced  from  the 

far  posterior  to  the  original  insertion  to  ena-  foregoing  fiust  is,  that  the  oblique  mnscles 

ble  the  muscle  to  invert  the  pupil  again.  take  very  little  part  in  the  lateral  movemente 

of  the  eyes. 

Exp.  III.— i>tw«o»  qfthe  External  Rectus  when  the  mtemal  rectus  waa  divided,  the 

Muscle  alone.  obliques  did  not  enable  the  animal  to  approxi- 

The  abductor  of  the  left  eye  of  another  mate  the  pupil  at  all  to  the  nasal  canthus  of 

dog,  similar  in  site  to  the  last,  being  care-  the  orbit ;   ndther  did  they,  on  the   other 

fully  divided,   the  pupil  waa  permanently  hand,  contribute  the  power  of  everting  the 

tumedinwardstowardsthenaaalcanthusof  the  pupil,  when  the  external  rectus  was  divided, 

orbit,  but  not  quite  in  so  great  a  degree  as,  in  unless  in  a  very  trifling  degree ;   since  it  wiU 

the  firet  experimtnt,  it  was  turned  onwards,  be  observed,  by  reference  to  the  third  experi- 

Nor  did  the  animal,  in  this  instance,  appa-  ment,  that  the  pupil  was  not  proportionally 

rently  possess  any  power  to  dislodge  it  from  so  maidi  uaferted  when  the  eitirnal  wedUsa 

ite  unnatural    situation.      This  we   asoer-  was  detadwd,  as  it   was  emfied  ma  Hk 

tained,  in  both  experimente,  by  holding  ite  division  of  the  internal  muscle.    This  differ- 

head  in  a  particular  position,  and  then  calling  ence  in  the  d^ree  of  displacement  of  the 

the  attention  of  the  animal  to  the  opposite  pupil  may  have  been  attributeble  to  the 

direction.     On  such  occasions  the  intact  eye  combined  action  of  the  two  obliques,  if  their 

alone  obeyed  the  summons  of  the  will ;  the  actions  be  in  any  way  calculated  to  aid  that 

other  did  not  move  in  unison  with  it.  of  the  external  rectus,  as  was  supposed  by 

From  the  three  foregoing  experimente,  Albinus,  and  is  still  maintained  by  Sir  Charles 

which  were  afterwards  several  times  repeated,  Bell,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and  others.     The 

and  fiurther  verified  in  the  course  of  operating  power,  therefore,  that  many  patiente  possess 

on  other  animals,  we  may  infer —  of  turning  the  pupils  slightly  inwards  after 

That,  when  all  the  orbital  musdes  are  in  the  adductor  musde  is  divided,  we  may  pre- 

a  sound  and  healthy  condition,  if  we  divide  sume  to  be  dependent  much  more  on  the 

dther  the  adductor  or  abductor,  the  natural    —zmT- .,  w    ^^. m — il — IC~ 

t^^A^^^  «/#t.-  .««-.»^«;.i-  ^».Ai»  i.  ♦«  «^*i  *  If  this  result  be  the  general  law  when  the 

tendency  of  the  antagonist  muscle  is  to  con-  ^^^^^^  muscles  are  divided,  wliile  in  a  healthy 

tract  in   the  fullest  degree  of  which  it  is  comlition,  then  some  of  tbe  arguments  adduced, 

capable  ;  and  that,  in  doinjr  so,  it  will  pro-  in  a  former  article,  to  explain  the  reason  why 

'^         z - the  pupil  docs  not  usually  turn  outwards  after 

•  This  experiment,  though  performed  a  week  the  oiKTaUoo  for  convergent  strabismus,  ikll  (o 

afterwards,  is  detailed  here,  as  beii  g  connected  the  ground. 

with  the  former  one.  t  vide  Lancet,  Oct.  31, 1840, 
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*  aequircd  inflneooe  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the  has  actually  oocmred  mth  regard  to   the 

superior  and  inferior  recti,  than  on  the  action  superior  rectus  in  the  human  eye. 

of .  the    oblique    muscles.      Hence,     also.        From  the  foregoing  experiments  we  shmtld 

another  argument  in  proof  of  the  doctrine,  naturally  expect    that    similar   phenomena 

which  I  have  already  advanced,  that  division  would  attend  the  divisioo  of  the  superior  and 

of  either  of  these  luster  muscles  can  never  inferior  recti ;  but  such  is  not  the  case. 

be  requisite  in  the  cure  of  convei*gent  8tra>- 

bismus.  £xp.  IV. — JOivUion  qf  the  Ir\ferior  Xeetus. 

But  a  practical  question  of  much  impor-        In  this  instance  the  tendon  of  tbe  inferior 

tance  suggests  itself  for  our  consideratiou  in  rectus  was  separated  with  great  care  :*    the 

reflecting  on  the  foregoing  factSt  viz.   When  animal  lost  completely  all  power  of  direetiag 

the  pupU  is  very  mudi  everted  on  dividing  the  pupil  downwards,  when  that  of  the  otber 

the  internal  rectus — so  much  so,   I  mean,  eye  was  depressed ;  but  it  was  not  drawn 

that  we  are  satisfied  time  will  not  rectify  the  upwards,  as  was  expected,  by  the  action  of 

position  the  eye  has  assumed — ought  we  to  the  superior  rectus.    Three  days  afterwards, 

wait,  before  cutting  the  tendon  of  tiie  abduc-  however,  it  was  found  to  be  displaced  in  this 

tor,  until  re-union  shall  have  taken  place  direction,  the  upper  third  of  the  cornea  beinx 

between  that  of  its  antagonist  and  the  sole-  concealed  under  the  superior  palpebra,  whicn 

rotis,  or  ought  we  at  once  to  perform  this  situation  it  continued  to  occupy, 
second  operation  ? 

When  such  an  event  takes  place,  t.  e.  Exp.  y.^Dhiiion  qf  ike  Superior  Jleeiug. 
when  the  pupil  is  everted  in  a  remarkable        The  superior  rectus  of  the  left  eye  of  a 

degree,  I  apprehend  that  the  case  is  one  in  middle-sized  dog  was  separated  from  its  in- 

wfaich  the  strabismus  had  been  primitively  sertion ;  the  position  of  the  pupil  was  not 

produced  by  epaam  of  the  inner  rectus ;  and  altered,  although  it  appeared  that  the  animal 

that  the  external  muscle,  being  in  a  healthy  could  not  direct  the  eye  upwards, 
condition,  was  capable  of  its  fullest  degree 

of  contraction.     Were  we  to  wait  in  such  Bxp.VL— J5iw«onq/'Me/f|f«rior,/fi/erfwi/, 
case,  it  is  possible  that  the  abductor  might  ond  Superior  Recti. 

form  a  re-union  too  far  back  to  be  able  to        This  experiment,  as  will  be  immediately 

restore  the  pupil  to  the  axis  of  the  orbit,  shown,  was  performed  for  a  spedal  purpose, 
when  the  abductor  tendon  should  be  after-        The  inferior  rectus  was  first  detached, 

wards  separated.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  then  the  abductor,  and  finally  the  superior 

do  not  wait,  we  have  seen  that  the  eye  will,  muscle.    The  pupil  at  first  preserved  its 

in  all   probabUity,  not  be  restored  to  its  natural  central  position,  but  in  the  course  of 

normal  position,   while  both   muscles    are  two  days  afterwards  was  found  to  be  directed 

equally  incapable  of  action,  but  that  it  will  outwards,  and  very  slightly  upwards, 
retain  the  position  in  which  it  is  placed  by        My  object  in  performing  this  experiment 

the  first  operation.    This  permanent  state  of  was  to  ascertain  whether,  when  the  internal 

eversion,  however,  is  a  circumstance  that,  it  rectus  has  been  divided  to  remedy  strabismus, 

would  seem,  does  not  occur  in  the  human  eye  and  the  pupil  is  drawn  upwards  under  the 

under  the  circumstances  we  are  considering,  superior  palpebra  in  consequence   of   the 

However  much  the  external  rectus  may  con-  deformity  having  arisen  from  paraiyetM  of  the 

tract  after  the  abductor  has  been  cut  across,  inferior  rectus,  any  benefit  would  be  de- 

in  a  etrabiemal  eye,  the  patient  always  pos-  rived  firom  dividing  the  superior  muscle. 

sesses  the  power,  when  the  eye  is  used  in  coH'  From  the  result  of  the  experimoit,  and  the 

jwmtion  with  itt  fellow,  of  bringing  it  to  the  experience  of  two  cases  of  this  description 

centrsl^oint  between  the  innerandouterangle  which  1  have  met  with,  it  appean  to  me 

of  the  orbit,  although  at  such  moments  the  that  the  operation  would  be  useful  qfter  the 

axes  of  the  two  eyes  do  not  correspond,  and  abductor  tendon  hoe  become  re-united  to  the 

vision  is  consequently  double.     If,  however,  eyeball. 
a  case  were  to  present  itself  in  which  the 

pupil  should  be  permanently  turned  outwards  Exp.  VII. — Ditition  qf  all  the  Straiffht 
after  the  division  of  the  abductor  tendon,  Museiee, 

and  the  patient  did  not  possess  the  power  of        In  this  experiment  all  the  straight  mus- 

removing  it  from  this  position,  it  occurs  to  cles  were  detached :    the    piq>il    remained 

me  that  we  should  gain  nothing  by  waiting  fixed  in  the  visual  axis  of  the  orbit.    When 

•  until  the  inner  tendon  was  re-united,  and  irritated,  the  eyebaU  was  retracted,  and  the 

that  it  would  be  better  to  divide  the  outer  membrana  nictitans   was  suddenly   spread 

muscle  at  once.     It  is  possible  in  such  case,  over  the  fore  part  of  the  eye  at  the  same 

were  the  eye  liberated,  that  the  superior  and — 

inferior  muscles  might,  rectify  the  morbid       *  These  dogs  were  in  gemeral  afterwards  kUjed, 

*.^«o;f{^n    «r  *u«  «...^n       a   ^m^  .^.mIIaI  ♦«>  witmnanhour  or  two,  aiid  care  was  always  taken 

potttoon   of  the  pupil.     A  case  parallel  to  ^  ascertain  that  the  proposed  object  lid  been 

that  just  supposed,  it  will  presently  be  shown ,  accomplished. 
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moment,  m  that  it  w«a  quite  imponible  to  tmcted  by  the  action  of  the  retrahens.    On* 

decnde  what  influence  the  oblique  musclea  such  occasionsy  the  upper  and  outer  portion 

exerted,  or   whether    they    produced    any  of  the  sphere  appeared  to  be  the  part  moat 

special  movement  at  all.    It  was  clear,  how-  retracted  ;  the  lower  and  inner  portion  being 

ever,  that  they  neither  drew  the  eye  towards  at    the    same   moment    made    to  advance 

the  outer  nor  the  inner  angle  of  the  orbit,  obliquely,    and    project    in    a  remarkable 

Hence  I  am  disposed  to  imagine,  as  already  manner, 
stated,   that  when  both  of  these  muscles 

contract  together,  they  tend  to  steady  the  Exp.  IX.— Diwwon  o/  the  Iniemal  RectuM 
eyebaU  in  the  visual  axis  of  the  orbit,  and  ^nd  Suptrior  Oblique  Miucles. 

contribute  to  modify  the  focus  of  the  eye  by        In  the  ninth  experiment  the  foregoing 

4X>mpre8sing  the  sphere.     They  are,  in  such  operations  were  reversed  on  another  dog : 

case,  opponents,  though  in  a  slight  degree,  the  section  of  the  internal  rectus  was  first 

of  the  external  rectus.  performed,  then  that  of  the  superior  oblique 

muscle.     Hie  results  were  similar  to  those 

Exp.   VIII.  —  DhiMion   qf  the   Superior  j^gt  rehrted.    The  eyeball  was  dmwted  out- 

Oilique  and Iniemai Rectue Mtieelee.  ^ards  and  upwards;   its  anterior  inferior 

The  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  surfoce  was  brought  into  view,  and  consi- 

performing  this  operation  satisfactorily,  in  derable  protrusion  took  place,  accomjmnied 

consequence  of  the  retraction  of  the  eyeball,  with  remarkable    dilatation  of    the  pupil, 

and  the  protrusion  of  the  membrananictitans.  When  the  internal  rectus  alone  was  divided 

A  sharp-pointed  bistoury  was  introduced  at  in  this  experiment,  as  in  No.  1,  the  pupil 

a  right  angle  to  the  tendon,  and  about  mid-  was  turned  directly  outwards ;    but,  when 

way  between  the  trochlea  affixed  to  the  frontal  the  superior  oblique  was  cut  across,    its 

bone,  and  the  insertion  of  the  muscle  into  direction  was  found  to  be  outwards  and 

the  sclerotis.    The  instrument  was  pushed  upwards.      Tliis  diagonal  direction  of  the 

sufficiently  deep  into  the  orbit  to  secure  the  pupil,  then,  in  the  two  last  experiments, 

cutting  of  the  tendon  on  its  being  withdrawn  although  such  as  might  be  presumed  would 

with  file  point  in  contact  with  the  roof  of  be  produced  by  the  equal  co-operation  of  the 

the  orbit.    There  could,  therefore,  be  no  external  and  superior  recti  muscles,  I  am 

doubt  that  the  tendon  was  divided.     No  inclined  to  attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  to 

apparent  change  occurred  in  the  position  of  the  uncounteracted  action   of  the  inferior 

the  pupil ;  nor  could  we  perceive  that  the  oblique,   since  it  was  exactly  what  might 

movements  of  the  eyeball  were  in  any  way  have  been  anticipated  from  the  direction  of 

modified,  or  destroyed,  by  the  operation.  the  fibres  of  this  muscle,  and  did  not  become 

Tlie  insertion  of  the  internal  rectus  of  the  diagonal  until  the  section  of  the  superior 

same  eye  was  ndct  separated  from  the  sole-  oblique  had  been  performed.     Be  this  as  it 

rotis,  and  instantly  the  eyebaU  protruded  may,  the  other  result,  viz.  great  projection 

e&tuideradfy,  and  the  pupil-^dilated  in  a  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  eyeball,  so  that 

most  extraordinary  manner* — was  drawn  the  anterior  part  of  its  under  surface  was 

diagonally  outwards  and  upwards,  as  if  by  brought  into  view  on  slightly  depressing  the 

the  equal  co-operation  of  the  outer  fibres  of  lower  eyelid,  could  be  attributed  to  no  other 

the  superior  rectus,  and  the  upper  fibres  of  cause  than  the  contraction  of  this  muscle 

the  external,  or  abducens,  muscle.      The  when  unopposed  by  the  trochlear. 
eyebaU  afterwards    retained   this  position,  ^^  .        -   .     -  -. 

and,  when  the  muscles  were  sympathetically  ^^\  ?^-  "*<*  XI.— I>twto»  of  the  Inferior 
irritated    to    Involuntary    contraction,     by         Obltgue  and  Internal  Reetue  Mneelee. 
gently  touching  the  cornea,  was  always  re-        These  experiments  were  conducted  in  a 

-— similar  manner  to  the  two  last  related,  and 

«*Jii!?'  temporary  dilaUtion  of  the  Dupil  often  the  section  of  the  former  muscle,  the  inferior 
snpervcDes  in  the  ordinary  operation  for  strabis-       ,,.  ...    ^»^»  ^"^  "'tci  iu» 

mus,  on  dividing  the  internal  rectus,  especially  oblique,    was   accomplished   on    the    same 

io  those  cases  in  which  the  eyeball  becomes  some-  principle  as  had  been  that  of  the  superior 

^^LS""^  prominent  immediatelv  after  the  obUque ;  the  bistoury  being  withdrawn  with 

operation.    But,  when,  id  an  animal,  either, of  .,._  2^^^  «-  ..^«*.«»  ..:»u  *i.»  j»  #  *t 

the  oblique  muscles  is  <;ut  across,  the  enlarge-  "S  pomt  in  contact  with  the  floor  of  the 

meat  of  the  muscles  is  very  considerable.    The  orbit.      The  results  which  succeeded  were 

l"^^*S^*''^*^*'*'J?®*?"*^»"^'rt^  *>»?<* t"o^»^^«  very  similar  to  those  we  had  already  wit- 
half  a  Kne  or  a  line  m  breadth,  and  the  eye  pre-  ««-i»-i  tk.  •••k-ii  ^^^4^^^a^  .»-  -1^  — 
seau  an  appearance  very  Bimila^  to  that  produced  ""^l  ^^  eyehBll  protruded  as  soon  as 
when  the  aninoal  is  poisoned  with  prassic  acid,  uie  adductor  was  cut  across,  but  not  before ; 
We  sboald  naturally  imagine,  as  the  pupil  dilates  neither  did  it  project  in  so  zreat  a  decree 

SSS  'JlLS^r  ill.SSnrii.rr.^.Vr.!  -  »,«>«/-»"  exp«ime„ts.     The  pupU 

liberating  the  sphere,  by  catting  a  portion  of  its  ^'■^  directed  outwards,   but  not  upwards  ; 

attachments,  would  give  rise  to  contraction ;  and  in  this  situation  it  remained  immoveably 

hot  the  contrary  is  the  invariable  result.  It  may  fixed 

be  presumed,  then,  that  when  the  eye  protrudes,         ^#1-*  ^  *«.    a.—    •  •        *    t  i. 

the  remaining  recti  muscles,  being  stretched,         **®**  ^  ™®  foregomg  expenmenta  I  have 

compress  the  sides  of  the  glob4>.  repeated  several  times,  and  uniformly  with 
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the  tame  remits ;  the  d^^ree  in  whtch  they  attahied  by  any  oombinatkm  of  agency  on 

manifest  tfaenuelves,  howerer,  being  various  the  part  of  the  recti  muscles.    When   the 

in  different  animals.  trochlear  muscle  contracts,  and  the  inferior 

On  one  occasion,  when  assisted  by  Mr.  oblique  is  relaxed,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
Samwell,  on  dividing  the  superior  oblique,  effect  will  be  to  slightly  rotate  the  eyeball 
the  pupil  was  drawn  so  forcibly  towards  the  downwards  and  inwards ;  and  that  whoi  tiie 
outer  canthus  by  the  action  of  the  external  lower  muscle  contracts,  the  upper  one  heimg 
and  superior  recti  muscles,  that,  had  it  not  at  the  same  time  relaxed,  the  effect  will  be 
apparently  been  for  the  restraining  power  to  cause  the  eyeball  to  dightly  revolve  in- 
exerted  by  the  inferior  rectos  on  the  lower  wards,  t.  e.  towards  the  nasal  canthus,  and 
portion  of  the  eyeball,  it  would  have  wholly  upwards, 
disappeared.  But  we  have  seen  that  there  was  reason 

What,   then,  are  the  functions   of   the  to  believe  that  the  inferior  oblique  aided  the 

superior  oblique  muscles  ?     So  far  as  may  external  rectus — a  view  that  was  taken  of  its 

be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  experiments,  actions  by  Albinus,  and  is  still  maintaiiied 

very  little  of  a  conclusive  nature  can  be  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  snd 

deduced.  odiers.     Certainly,  if  we  consider  -die  dtree- 

It  certainly  appears  somewhat  paradoxical,  tion  of  its  fibres,  and  the  extreme  point  of 

and  irreooncileable  with  a  first  view  of  Uie  their  expanded  insertion,  reaching  nearfy  to 

subject,  that  dividing  one  of  two  muscular  the  optic  nerve,  we  can  scarcely  avoid  aniT- 

powers,  which  both  tend,   though  perhaps  ing  at  this  conclusion  also — ^viz.  that  when 

in  different  degrees,  to  bring  the  eyeball  left  free  to  contract,  as  it  especially  is,  if  tlie 

forwards  in  the  orbit,  should  be  a  means  of  tendon  of  its  antagonist  be  divided,  it  will 

causing  it  to  advance  still  more,  even  to  direct  the  pupil  outwards  and  upwards,  and 

protrusion ;  yet  such  would  appear  to  be  the  tiius  assist  the  external  rectus.    But  not  so 

fact.     If  we  reflect  on  the  course  and  inser-  the  superior  oblique ;  at  least  oertainlv  not 

tions  of  these  two  muscles,  we  shall  peroeive  in  so  great  a  degree.     Its  insertion,  whidi  is 

tiiat,  when  they  act  singly,  it  is  probable  by  a  round  tendon,  does  not  usually  extend 

they  antagonize  each  other  in   the  «emt-  more   than  two  lines  beyond  the   central 

rotatory  movements  of  the  eyeball ;    and  diameter  of  the  sphere*;  neither  does  it,  in 

that  when  they  contract  at  the  same  time,  so  great  a  degree,  transversely  embrace  its 

they  wiU  co-operate  in  drawing  the  eyeball  circumference.     To  me  it  appean  probable 

forwards  in  the  orbit,  but  without  eaming  that  this  muscle,  lerAen  both  obUque*  sre  as- 

it  to  revolve  in  amy  direetion.    On  the  con-  tire,  can  only  assist  the  internal  rectus, 

trary,  they  will  stoidy  it ;  and,  as  the  origin  while  the  inferior  one  may  aid  the  eaUtnml 

of  both  of  these  muscles  is  from  the  nasal  muscle  in  certain  componsd  morenMnts  of 

ade  of  the  orbit,  they  will  fix  the  globe  of  the  eye,  the  nstnn  of  wfaieh  we  at  praaenl 

the  eye  in  the  visual  axis  when  we  look  kacnr  little  or  nodubg  abost. 
steadfestly  at  an  object  placed  immediately        Bat  there  is  a  practical  inference  to  be 

before  us,  and  at  the  distance  firom  the  eye  deduced  from  the  foregoing  fiicts,  of  oonai- 

at  which  we  can  see  it  the  most  distinctly ;  dereble  importance. 

t.  e.  at  the  true  fbcns  of  the  organ — this        If  the  eyeball  be  protruded  m  the  manner 

being  the  position  in  which  the  exertion  of  a  we  have  seen  it  may  be,  when  either  of  th 

steadying  power  is  of  the  most  importance,  oblique  musdes  is  dirided  in  animals  lure 

and  that  which  is  the  most  frequently  exer-  nudied  with  a   suspensorius  or  retractin- 

eiaed  of  any.    If,  moreover,  the  focus  of  the  muscle,  how  much  more  might  we  fear  it 

eye  be  .ever  changed,  so  as  to  suit  it  to  the  would  be  so,  were  the  same  operation  prac- 

various  distances  at  which  we  survey  objects,  tised  on  man,  to  whom  this  muscle  is  denied, 
these  muscles,  it  appears  to  me,  may  be  very        Presuming  this  extension  of  the  operation 

powerful  agents  in  accomplisUng  this  pur-  to  have  been  attempted  .with  impunity,  it 

pose,  by  compressing  the  central  portion  of  aj^pears  to  me    unnecessary  to  offer  any 

the  sphere  slightly  between  them,  and  against  comment  on  the  propriety  of  ferther  inquiiy 

the  cushion  of  fkt  which  lines  the  nasal  before  it  be  repeated, 
iurfkoe  of  the  orbit ;  thus  not  only  increasing       I4,  Langham  Place,  R«gent-st 
the  distance  between  the  cornea  and  that  Nov.  19,  IMO. 

portion  of  the  retina  on  which  the  image  is  — •  — 

depicted,  but  also  rendering  the  cornea  itself  *A'^u"?*  lIS'"  °1r  ^**127y  ^  inf«rmed 

ucpit^vcu,  wu*  ouv  iHiw&ui^  «w  v^tw»  iwu  iijji^  jijg  ini^rtlon  of  the  trochlearis  doca  not 

more  convex.    The  unportance  of  steadymg  extend  beyond  the  great  diameter  of  the  eye. 

the   eye,   under    particular   circumstances,  Batthis.it  would  appear,  is  not  correct.    I  have 

against  any  inadvertent  contraction  of  the  ?L^**/!?!5??*  i£Ti^5  ^J^  ***  P"'" 

^^^        j'    •  J  x2       li.    #  1.  pose  of  ascertaimng  this  feet,  and  hftvck  raererv 

recti,  and  of  accommodatmg  its  focus   to  hnuince,  found  the  insertion  to  be  posterior  to 

view  objects  at  various   distances,   is  too  the  greatest  diameter  of  the  eyeball.    In  a  pre- 

obvious  to  need  any  comment ;    and  I  think  Pf«tion  now  in  my  possession,  the  ultimate 

«M  .itftTi    nn  »ttniu./;ji.wi    R»  in«.i:«<Mi  ^^  .^imU  nbres  of  the  tendon  were  inserted  more  than 

we  shaQ,  on  reflection,  be  indmed  to  adimt  three-eighths  of  an  inch  posterior  to  the  central 

that  the  same  end  could  not  be  so  efficiently  diameter  of  the  sphere. 
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SITUATION  OF  THE  PLACENTA.  <™e  hc  considers  that  all  that  portion 

•  of  the  back  of  the  womb  above  the  Fal- 

lopian  tubes,  the  entire  fundus,  and  the 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  anterior  wall,  have  been  supplied  from 

the  increase  of  the  latter  part  alone, 

S***>  and  that  the  posterior  wall  below  the 

An  attempt  having  been  made  in  the  tubes  has  unaergone   little  alteration 

number  of  your  periodical  for  the  3d  from  its  condition  in  the  unimpreg- 

instant  to  impugn  a  statistical  table,  nated  state. 

indicating  the  situation  of  the  placenta  The    arguments    upon    which    he 

in  100  cases,  published  by  me  in  the  founded  this  opinion  were  threefold. 

Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science  for  Firstly,  he  maintained  Uiat  the  growth 

March  last,  I  trust  you  will  permit  me  of  the  fundus  is  too  great  to  permit  the 

to  offer  a  few  observations  in  support  placenta,  if  it  continued  in  the  upper 

of  the  data  on  which  that  table  was  re^on  of  the  uterus,  to  keep  pace  widi 

constructed.      And    firstly,    I    would  it  m  development ;  in  connrmation  of 

briefly  allude  to  the  circumstances  to  which  po6iti9n  he  referred  to  several 

which  it  owes  its  origin.  instances  where  he  considered  hsmor- 

Mr.  Hugh  Carmichael,  of  this  city,  rhage  owed  its  origin  to  the  fiact  alone 

having  laid  before  the  profession,  m  of  tne  placenta  being  situated,  at  the 

the  Dublin  Journal  for  January,  1839,  time  or  labour,  too  high  on  the  poste- 

certain  novel  views  with  respect  to  the  rior  wall.    He  does  not  appear  ever  to 

mode  of  CTowth  and  contractions  of  the  have  met  with  a  case  in  which  it  held  an 

womb,  wnich  appeared  to  me  as  inte-  anterior  position,  nor  one  in  which  it 

resting  as  they  were  new,  1  determined  adhered  to  the  fundus ;    but  of  the 

in  every  way  in  my  power  to  test  their  latter  he  expressed  his  conviction,  that 

correctness.    For  this  purpose  I  atten-  so  incompatible  was  it  with  his  views, 

tively  examined  the  arguments  upon  such  an  arrangement  could  not  but 

which  his  theory  was  founded,  and  en-  give  rise  to  separation  of  the  placental 

deavoured,  by  the  observation  of  cases,  and  uterine   surfaces,  and  its  conse- 

which    I    considered   bore   upon  the  quences.    Secondly,  he  stated  that  in 

question,  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion,  examining   many    cases,    he    always 

The  result  of  my  inquiry  was,  that  I  found,  in  natural  ones,  the  placenta  to 

coUected  several  cases  completely  op-  have  adhered  low  down  on>  the  poste- 

posed  to  his  doctrine,  and  in  the  same  rior  wall  at  the  termination  of  gesta- 

periodical  I  advanced  them  as  incom-  tion,  although  it  is  an  admitted  fact  the 

patible  therewith.     To  the  cases  thus  ovum  forms  its  first  attachment  to  the 

brought  forward  Mr.  Carmichael  after-  fundus,    or   very'    close   to   it.'     And 

warcb  took  exceptions,  in  consequence  thirdly,  he  considered  that  the  change 

of  which  I  again  applied  myself  to  the  which  the    Fallopian  tubes    undergo 

subject,  and  extended  my  observations  during  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus, 

to  a  hundred  others,  which  I  found  still  being  at  the  full  time  not  only  much 

to  bear  so  strongly  against  the  positions  removed  from  the  fundus,  but  also, 

he  laid  down,  tnat  I  again  inserted  in  having  then  a  posterior  aspect,  demon- 

the  Dublin  Journal  the  fruits  of  my  strated  the  whole  ^wth  of  the  organ 

investigation.    The  conclusions  arrived  to  have  been  anteriorly, 

at  that  gentleman  has  now,  in  your  Upon  this  basis  he  rested  his  doc- 

fublication,  endeavoured  to  overturn,  trine  that  the  anterior  wall  expanded 

shall  therefore,  with  your  permission,  in  the  way  I  ha^e  mentionea ;   the 

enter  once  more,  with  as  much  brevity  contractions  he  considered  to  take  place 

as  possible,  into  the  question  at  issue,  exactly  in  a  reverse  direction,  and  be 

The  theory  Mr.  Carmichael  has  ad-  confined  to  the  anterior  wall  until  after 

vanced  is,  that  the  growth  of  the  ute-  the  expulsion  of  the  child,  at  which 

rus  during  gestation,  instead  of' taking  time  he  believed  them  to  extend  to  the 

place,  as  now  believed,  by  a  ^enenu .  lower  part  of  the  posterior  wall  also, 

enlargement  in  aU  diiectionB,  is  con-  and  so  to  detach  the  placenta.    By  this 

fined  to  one  part  alone,  its  anterior  means    he   is  of  opinion  nature  has 

segment;  whicn,  increasing  in  altitude,  provided  for  the  security  of  the  latter 

occupies  and  passes  over  the  fundus  important  organ,  placing  it  out  of  the 

layer  after  layer,  until  the  expansion  reach  of  alterations  in  the  capaci^  of 

has  arrived  at  its  maximnro.    At  that  the  womb,  until  it  becomes  itself  useless, 
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and  protecting  it  ac^ainst  the  conse-  decidual  fluid  be  not  sufficient  to  tup- 
quences  whicli  must  nave  ensued,  were  port  the  reflexa  in  the  manner  de- 
it  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  attending  scribed,  its  gravity  carries  it  towards 
them.  the  anterior  wall,  and  there  the  pla- 
Against  these  positions  I  argued  as  centa  is  formed.  It  is  probable  also, 
follows : — If  it  be  a  fact,  that  the  that  if  the  uterus  presents  a  less  decree 
growth  of  the  fundus  is  so  great  that  of  obliquity,  or  leans  to  one  or  eiuier 
-the  placenta  could  not  maintain  with  side,  the  reflexa  will  be  elevated  by  the 
it  an  equality  of  development,  hemor-  hydi'operione  to  that  which  is  upper- 
rhage  mus^  in  every  instance,  result,  most,  and  there  the  union  will  be  ac- 
when  the  afterbirth  is  found  at  the  complished. 

period  of  labour  either  wholly  or  in        These  observations  may  or  mav  not 
part  within  the  upper  segment  of  the  be  true,  but  at  all  events  I  think  I  have 
organ ;    and  if  this  be  the  case  with  shewn,  in  the  paper  I  allude  to,  that  on 
the  fundus,  it  must  be  much  more  so  whatever  part  the  placenta  forms,  there 
with  the  anterior  wall,  supposing  its  it  remains  and  grows,  and  there  it  will 
expansion  to  take  place  89  extensively  in  all  stages  of  gestation  be  found  $  and 
as    described.      It  appeared   to   me,  any  slight  deviations  are  sufficiently 
therefore,  that  if  I    instanced   cases  explained  by  the  ineouahty  of  its  own 
which  exemplified  the  placenta,  first  development,  which  the  frequent  devia- 
high  up  on  tne  posterior  wall,  secondly  tion  or  the  cord  from  the  central  pcHnt 
attached  to  the  fundus,  and  thirdlv  demonstrates  a  not  unusual  occurrence, 
attached  anteriorly, — cases  in   whicn  With  respect  to  the  Fallopian  tubes,   I 
no  untoward  occurrence  happened  to  quoted  a  passage  from  Dewees,  which, 
either  mother  or  child, — I  would  hence  I  repeat,  will  be  found  at  page  88  of 
demonstrate  his  theory  to  be  built  on  his  treatise,  in  which  he  stated  that  the 
an  unstable  foundation.     This  I  ac-  enlargement  of  the  uterus  is  confined 
cordiuffly  did.     At  the  same  time,  I  almost  entirely  to  the  pos/mor  segment, 
pointed  out  the  circomstances  which,  and  that  at  the  termination  01  preg> 
m  my  mind,  influenced  the  seat  of  the  nancy  the  tubes  are  situated  antenwif, 
placenta.     I  observed  that  the  height  This  passage  Mr.  Carmichael.  declares 
at  which  the  ovum  attaches  itself,  must  he  has  not  been  able  to  find ;  the  fisLCt 
depend,    in  a  great  degree,    on    the  he  denies.    But  if  he  will  only  pass  a 
decidua  reflexa ;  if  that  membrane  be  line  around  the  gravid  uterus  at  the 
rapid  in  its  growth,  or  easily  prolonged,  full  time,  where  the  tubes  penetrate  its 
the  ovum  of  course  arrives  at  a  lower  substance,    he    will   find   three-fifths 
part  of  the  uterus  before  it  forms  its  situated  posteriorly  to  them,  and  two- 
union    with    the  maternal  structures,  fifths  anteriorly.     This  observation  I 
than  where  the  reflexa  is  of  opposite  had   from   Dr.    Montgomery,    whose 
qualities  —  a  fact  which  is  proved  by  accuracy  on  such  a  subject  no  man 
tne  inspection  of  abortions,  the  cord  will  question ;   its  correctness  I  have 
obviously  springing  in  difierent  speci-  verified  by  reference  to  easts  and  pre- 
mens  at  a  nigher  or  lower  elevation,  parations  in  his  museum. 
The  evidence  thus  obtainable,  too,  is        To  the  cases  I  have  brought  fiorward 
quite  at  variance  with  Mr.  Carmichael's  the  author  replied,  that  as  in  all  of 
statement,  that  the  ovum  invariably  them  some  circumstance  arose  to  call 
forms  its  first  adhesion  on  the  fundus,  for  interference,  not  one  could  be  Con- 
or close  to  it.     I  also  noticed  the  possi-  sidered  natural,  and,  consequently,  no 
biUty  that  the' wall  on  which  the  pla^  argument  could  be  founded  on  them, 
centa  forms,  depends,  firstly,  on  the  I  certainly  admit  there  is  some  force  in 
position  of  the  uterus  at  the  time,  and  the  observation,  that  where  considerable 
secondly,  on  the  quantity  of  the  fluid  bony  deformity  exists,    the   placenta 
its  cavity  then  contains.    In  the  usual  may  have  assumed  an  unusual  position, 
condition  of  the  parts,  the  uterus  placed  but  I  conceive  its  situation  could  not 
obliquely,  the  fundus  leaning  forward,  .  possibly  be  influenced  by  a  deposition 
the  hydroperione  must  float  the  ovum,  of  osseous  or  other  matter  upon  it  suffi- 
contained  in  the  reflexa    in  contact  cient  to  cause  morbid  adhesion.    This 
with  the  upper  portion  of  the  posterior  is  a  process  which  takes  place  qfUr  iu 
wall ;  and  accordingly  there  tne  ovum  formation,  often  in  Uie  very  last  dars 
in   a   large    proportion   of  instances  of  pregnancy,  and  could   not  so^y 
attaches  itself.    But  if  the  quantity  of  cause  it  to  shift  iU  adhesicms.    His 
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argument,  too,  that  no  dednctidn  should  womb;  in  feet,  by  inflating  the  mem- 
be  drawn  from  the  evidence  afforded  branes  so  preserved,  we  have  an  exact 
by  the  introduction  of  the  hand  after  representation  of  how  they  and  the 
the  expulsion  of  the  child,  because  the  ^acenta  were  situated  in  utera*' — 
process  of  contraction  he  has  described  Dub.  Jouru.  for  Jan.  1839,  p.  462. 
would  then  produce  a  change  in  the  This  is  all  very  good  so  tar  as  it  goes, 
situation  of  tne  mass,  appears  to  me  to  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  modem  obser- 
be  begging  the  question ;  it  is  assuming  vadon,  the  same  having  been  known  to 
that  which  has  not  been  proved,  viz.  Smellie,  who  makes  use  of  it  as  Mr. 
the  action  of  the  anterior  wail  inde-  Carmichael  has  done,  nearly  a  century 
pendent  of  the  posterior.  For  these  after,  to  combat  an  opinion  then  enter- 
reasons,  I  felt,  and  still  feel,  that  all  tained,  but  since  well  known  to  be 
my  ori^nal  cases,  except  those  where  erroneous,  that  the  placenta  is  usually 
deformity  existed,were  proper  materials  attached  to  the  fundus.  "When  the 
in  deciding  the  question  at  issue.  But  placenta  is  delivered,"  says  Smellie,  in 
as  they  had  not  satisfied  the  author,  I  the  3d  chapter  and  9th  section  of  his 
determined  to  follow,  as  closely  as  Treatise, '^a^d  no  other  part  of  the  mem- 
possible,  the  mode  he  pointed  out  for  branes  torn  except  that  through  which 
ascertaining  the  seat  of  the  placenta.  the  child  passed,  the  opening  is  gene- 

This  method  consists  of  two  parts ;  rally  near  the  edge  or  side  of  the  pla- 

firstly,  the  application  of  the  stetho-  centa,  and  seldom  in  the  middle  of  the 

scope,  and  secondly,  the  inspection  of  membranes ;  and  a  hog^^s  bladder  being 

the  secundines  after  they  were  expelled,  introduced  at  this  opening,  and  inflated 

With  respect  to  the  former,  the  author  when  lying  in  water,  will  shew  the 

stated,  in  contradiction  of  ever^  writer  shape  and  size  of  the^  inner^  surface  of 

on  the  subject,  that  the  brmt  being  the  womb,  and  plainly  discover  the 

alvniys  heaid  in  one  or  other  iliac  fossa  part  to  which  the  placenta  adhered." 

alone,  testified  that  the  placenta  was  Now  it  must  be  evident,  that,  though 

always  attached  where  he  represented,  in  either  of  these  ways  it  can  be  made 

The  evidence  to  be  deduced  from  the  apparent  whether  or  not  the  placenta 

secundines  he  gives  in  the  following  adnered  to  the  fundus,  it  cannot  be  dis- 

terms : —  tinguished  on  which  waU  it  had  been 

"The  child  before  birth  is  enveloped  implanted.    This   did  not  escape  Mr. 

in  a  double  cyst  of  membranes,  proper  Carmichael,    who   thus    continues : — 

to  itself,  independent  of  one  formed  by  **  By  introducing  the  hand  into  the 

the  womb  at  conception.    These  mem-  opening,  we  get  into  a  pouch  formed 

branes,    though    unattached    to    the  by  the  membranes,  the  superior  part  of 

uterus,  are  firmly  united  to  the  pla-  which  evidently  corresponded  with  the 

centa  and  cord,  and  do  not  come  awa^  fundus ;    lind   then,    by  running  Ike 

in  labour  except  with  the  latter.    It  is  finger  along  their  inside,  opposite  to 

obvious,  then,  that  in  order  to  birth,  the  where  they  are  attached  to  the  placenta, 

child  must  perforate  the  cyst,  and  thus  we  are  at  once  enabled  to  perceive,  by 

form  an  aperture  therein :  now,  if  care  their  peculiar  appearance  there,  that  at 

be  taken  in  the  delivery  of  these  parts,  that  part  they  fined  the  anterior  dis- 

that  the  membranes  shall  be  preserved  tendtid  and  convex  portion  of  the  womb, 

unbroken  except  at  the  place  through  and  thus,  consequently,  fix,  the  back 

which  the  child  escapes,  the  informa-  part  of  it  to  be  the  place  where  the 

tion  we  require  may  oe  obtained  with  placenta  was  attached.*' 

the  utmost  correctness:  for  example,  if  Such  arethe  directions  Mr.  Carmichad 

the  borders  of  the  aperture  be  equi-  gives  for  ascertaining  this  point;  but  f 

distant  fVom  the  placenta  in  all  direc-  am  suse  such  a  moae  will  not  satisfy 

tions,  then  this  latter  must  have  been  any  mind  but  his  own.    Will  it  sufiice 

exactly  opposite,  and  consequently  at  to  introduce  the  hand,  and,  running  the 

the  fundus,  for  the  aperture  is  obviously  finger  along  the  membrane,  thus  piesB 

at  its  mouth ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  at  which  was  a  concave  and  which  a 

the-  distance  be  considerable  in   one  convex   portion  ?      In    so   flexible   a 

direction,  while  it  is  but  very  little  material,  I  ask,  cannot  any  portion  be 

removed  f^m  the  placenta  in  the  other,  made  by  pressure  to  appear  more  or 

then  it  is  evident  that  the  fundus  was  less  prominent  ?    And  is  not  such  a 

not  the  position  it  occupied,  but  some-  mode  of  investigation  most  futile  and 

where  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  deceptive?    It  is  founded,  too,  on  the 

678.— xxni.  2  A 
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Buppofiition  that  the  anterior  part  of  still  I  have  satisfied  myself  the  see- 
the uterus  is  much  more  rounded,  even  ration  of  the  placenta,  in  by  far  the 
at  its  inner  surface,  than  the  pos-  cp'eatest  proportion  of  cases,  takes  place 
terior — ^a  feet  which  Dewees  denies,  from  above  downwards,  which  indeed 
and  which  the  actual  position  of  the  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  foetal 
Fallopian  tubes  on  the  anterior  aspect  surface  is  stul  the  first  to  make  its  ap- 
tends  to  disprove.  If  there  be  any  pearance.  In  a  very  few  the  uterine 
difierence  in  this  respect,  it  can  never  surface  is  first  seen,  and  then  it  follows, 
be  so  great  as  would  oe  indicated  in  the  the  secundines  will  teU  an  exactly 
way  mentioned.  opposite  tale  to  what  they  ought.    Por 

Convinced,  then,  that  this  method  instance,  if  the  nlacenta  be  on  the 

was  uncertain,  and  yet  feeling  satisfied  posterior  wall,  ana  the  lower  edge  is 

the  secundines  coula  afford  the  evidence  nrst  or  simultaneously  detached,  it  m^ 

required,  I  turned  my  thoughts  to  the  be  directed  by  the  perineum  towards 

subject ;  and,  on  reflection,  it  appeared  the  pubis,  and  the  short  membrane  will 

to  me  evident  we  had  only  to  ooserve  then  be  there  found  when  it  is  expelled, 

the  waj  in  which  their  separation  and  This   error,   however,   can    easily  be 

expulsion  are  accomplished^  to  acauire  guarded  against,  by  watching  which 

the  information  we  stood  in  need  of.  surface  descends  foremost,  or,  in  other 

This  process  I  thus  described  in  the  words,  which  remains  directed  towards 

Dublin  Journal  for  March  last,  p.  20 : —  the  vulva ;  indeed,  it  is  principally,  I 

''The    evidence    afforded     oy    the  might  ahnost  say  only,  when  it  has 

secundines  is  founded  on  the  fact  of  the  been  on  the  posterior  wall,  and,  conse- 

placenta,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  ouently,  haa  the  perineum   to    slide 

being  expelled  wim  the    membranes  along,  I  have  observed  it  so  detruded." 
reversed,  and  its  foetal  surface  down-        To  these  observations  Mr.  Carmichael 

wards.    When  this  is  the  case,  it  is  has  made,  in  the  Medical  Gazxttk, 

obvious  the  upper  edge  must  in  its  the  following  objections :  — "  Although 

separation    have    been    momentarily  the  earlier  detachment  of  the  superior 

earlier  than  the  lower,  and    thrown  portion  of  the  placenta  is  stated  m  the 

towards    the  wall    opposite   that   on  critique  as  quite  obvious,  I  by  no  means 

which  the  mass    was    implanted — a  assent  to  tne  postulate.    I  have  laid 

direction  the  membranes,  which  usually  grounds  in  my  paper  for  supposing 

remain    lon^r    adherent,    tend    still  uiat  uterine  contraction  is  very  much 

further  to  pve  it.    But  as  the  mem-  conducted  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the 

branes    arising  from  the  upper  edge  womb  until  the  child  is  expelled ;  and 

pass  over  the  fundus  and  down  the  if  that  be  the  case,  I  cannot  see  how 

opposite  wall  to  the  os  tincse,  they  such  a  mode  of  detachment  is  so  ob- 

must  be  much  longer  than  at  the  in-  vious ;''  (I  think  we  could  not  find  a 

ferior  edge,  and  the  length  of  the  latter  better  specimen  of  that  mode  of  arguing 

will  shew  how  far  from  the  os  the  commonly  called  "begging  the  ques- 

Sacenta  was  actually  situated.  •  As  tion,"  than  this  passage ;  however,  the 
is,  however,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  author  continues,)  "  on  the  contrary,  I 
tell  us  to  what  wall  it  was  appended,  I  should  think  the  entire  of  the  placenta- 
adopt  the  expedient  of  inserting  a  pin,  uterine  surface  would  be  acted  on  at 
as  it  lies  on  the  bed  fully  expelled,  into  once ;  indeed,  I  think  this  must  be  so, 
the  margin  close  to  the  patient's  thigh,  no  matter  how  the  contractions  be ;  in 
Thus  I  am  able  to  distinguish  the  an-  which  opinion  I  am  strengthened  by 
terior  from  the  posterior  part  when  the  weU-known  fetal  consequences  re- 
removed  for  examination.  Recollecting  suiting  from  partial  detachment.  But 
now  that  the  upper  edge  is  thrown  adioitting  the  superior  portion  to  be 
(falls  would  better  express  my  mean-  first  detached,  by  what  means  is  it 
ing)  towards  the  opposite  wall,  it  must  alone  thrown  to  the  opposite  wall  of 
be  evident,  if  the  long  membrane  be  the  womb  ?  Again,  supposing  all  these 
found  at  the  pubal  margin,  the  placenta  granted,  I  contend  the  capacity  of  the 
must  have  been  on  the  posterior  wall ;  womb  is  by  no  means  such  as  to  admit 
if  at  the  perineal,  on  the  anterior.  The  the  advance  of  the  superior  section  of 
same  will  hold  good  with  respect  to  the  placenta  to  take  place  to  s^ch  a 
the  lateral  parietes.  But  frequently  degree  as  to  permit  the  mass  to  assume 
the  membranes  being  early  detached,  the  position  necessary  to  sustain  this 
eome  down  in  their  natuial  relation,  argument." 
unreversed,  or  only  one-half  inverted ;        Now  in  the  foregoing   remarks   I 
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think  I  need  scarcely  say  I  have  been  most,  that  in  doing  so  its  upper  margin 
throughout  his  whole  work  entirely  sweeps  along  the  anterior  wall  of  tne 
misunderstood.  I  by  no  means  intend-  uterus:  in  no  other  wsy  can  it  come 
ed  to  convey,  that  the  superior  portion  down  with  its  fceta]  sur&ce  ^resentin^. 
of  the  placenta  is  detacned  any  con-  The  placenta  beine  now  situated  m 
siderable  time  before  the  superior ;  my  the  upper  strait  of  the  j)elvi8,  if  the 
words  were,  "  momentarily  earlier ;"  finger  be  introduced  it  will  reach  the 
and  I  beheve  that  the  contractions  of  insertion  of  the  cord :  the  short  mem- 
the  uterus,  occurring  from  above  down-  brane  has  probably  separated  itself  en- 
wards,  must  have  that  effect ;  nor  did  tirely  from  the  womb,  and  of  course 
I  imagine  the  placenta,  in  its  transit  maintains  a  posterior  position,  but  the 
throu^  the  uterus,  assumed  ''anantero-  lone  membrane  forms  a  double  upon 
pofitenor  or  horizontal  position,'*  and,  itself,  as  can  be  ascertained  by  passing 
as  if  it  were  made  of  tin  (but  even  that  the  hand,  and  the  external  layer  m 
would  bend  under  uterine  action),  re-  that  double  still  retains  its  adhesions  to 
quired  a  space  equal  to  its  breadth,  the  anterior  wall,  while  the  internal 
when  spread  out,  to  permit  it  to  pass,  layer  (that  which  covered  the  posterior 
On  such  a  supposition  it  was  very  easy  wall  above  the  placenta  and  the  Hindus) 
to  talk  of  haemorrhage,  which  should  is  free  on  its  surfaces,  but  continuous 
occur ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  appli-  above  with  the  external  layer,  and 
cability  of  such  observations,  my  de-  below  with  that  part  of  the  afterbirth, 
scription  of  the  birth  of  the  secundines  which  was  its  superior  edge,  but  is  now 
supposes  it  to  be  produced  by  active  the  anterior.  When  the  process  goes 
utenne  contraction.  still  further,  and  the  placenta  advances 
To  make  that  description  plainer,  I  to  the  vulva,  first  is  seen  the  root  of 
shall  offer  the  following  additional  the  cord  spreading  its  large  vessels  over 
explanation  :  —  It  is  universally  ad-  the  foetal  surface ;  then  out  comes  the 
mitted,  in  the  great  majority  of  in-  whole  mass,  the  posterior  edge  hurrying 
stances,  the  placenta  is  expelled  with  with  it  the  short  membrane,  the  an- 
its  foetal  surface  downwards,  the  mem-  terior  at  its  exit  evidently  peeling  off 
branes  being  reversed,  and  following  the  last  adhesions  of  the  long  mem- 
in  its  train.  That  being  the  case,  we  brane.  Sometimes  the  latter  are  not 
shall  suppose  the  placenta  to  adhere  to  thus  overcome,  and  then  the  finger, 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  uterus,  and  passed  along  the  pubis,  detects  the 
the  child  to  have  passed  through  an  membrane  not  yet  aetached  from  the 
opening  made  in  the  transparent  mem-  anterior  part  and  sides  of  the  uterine 
branes  at  the  part  corresponding  to  neck,  ana  by  proper  manipulation  se- 
the  OS  tincce.  It  must  be  evident  that,  parates  it.  The  reverse  of  all  this  will 
situated  as  the  placenta  is  at  present,  hold  good  when  the  placenta  occupies 
it  has  dependent  from  its  inferior  mar-  the  anterior  wall,  the  superior  e^e, 

fin  a  portion  of  membrane,  which  is  witl^  its  long  membrane,  passing  in  its 
ut  short,  as  it  merely  passes  down-  exit  along  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
ward  as  far  as  the  moutn  of  the  womb ;  uterus  and  vagina^  and  ultimately 
while  from  its  superior  border  the  mem-  escaping  at  the 'perineal  extremity  of 
brane  proceeds  upwards,  and  lining  the  genital  fissure, 
the  funaus,  descends  along  the  anterior  It  must  be  evident  from  this  descrip- 
wall  to  the  corresponding  lip  of  the  tion,  which  any  one  who  has  paid  at- 
OS ;  and  that  the  latter  must,  therefore,  tention  to  the  subject  will  at  once 
be  much  longer  than  the  fonner.  recognize  as  correct,  that  the  short 
When  uterine  action  recurs,  the  pla-  memorane,  wherever  situated,  will  in- 
centa  is  detached,  I  believe,  from  above  dicate  the  edge  of  the  placenta  which 
downwards,  but  we  shall  say  simul-  had  been  the  inferior,  and  that  no 
taneously  throughout  its  whole  extent;  further  room  is  necessary  for  the  pas- 
but  the  membranes  are  not  separated  sage  of  the  mass  in  the  way  stated, 
at  the  same  time.  The  weight  of  the  than  that  which,  folded  upon  itself,  as 
placenta,  then,  increased  by  blood  ex-  we  see  it  protruding  through  the  ex- 
travasated  on  its  uterine  surface,  causes  temal  parts,  it  reqmres  for  its  trans- 
it to  sink  towards  the  os,  but  of  course  mission ;  and  I  consider  that  I  was 
folded  up  by  the  uterine  compression ;  perfectly  correct  in  asserting  that  in 
and  it  must  be  apparent,  when  we  re-  the*  multitude  of  cases  in  which  the 
collect  that  its  fcetat  surface  comes  fore-  foetal  surface  comes  foremost,  if  ths 
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long    membrane  be   at  the  peiiaeal  or  appxosimatixigy  as  it  usually  did,  to 

marfinay  the  placenta  must  have  been  one  or  other  8i£s  i  and  that  of  th«fle 

on  ue  anterior  wall;  if  at  the  ^ubie  posterior    placentas,    only    27   came 

resting  on   the   posterior.      This   is  *' within  two  inches  of  the  lowest  ^rt 

the  common-sense  view  of  the  oues-  of  the  cyst."    I  am  proud  to  perceive 

tion;  and  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  that  a  fiivourable  juogment  has  been 

its   correctness  by  repeated  observa-  expressed  of  my  researches  in  this  par- 

tion.  Moreover,  I  think  the  onus  rests  ticular  by  the  Editor  of  the  British  and 

on  him  who  denies  it,  to  prove  that  the  Foreign  Review,  of  whose  midwiftrjr 

placenta  can  so  turn  itseu  round  in  the  articles   the  profession  entertains  so 

uterus  as  will  enable  Uie  inferior  edge  high  an  opinion. 
to  assume  a  superior  position,  which       An  attempt  has  been  made  to  arra^ 

alone  would  vitiate  the  evidence  thus  against   me  the  observations  on  thu 

afforded.    It  would  have  been  easy  to  subject  of  Mr.  H.  F.  NaegeU,  because 

illustrate  my  description  by  a  diagram,  in  uX)  cases  he  discovered  the  placenta 

but  I  fear  its  introduction  would  not  be  to  have  occupied  the  anterior  wall  iii 

compatible  with  your  arrangements.  13  oidy ;    but  I  consider  of  the  two 

Having  thus  obtained  a  means  of  mine  is  the  correct  proportion,  for  the 

reeognirine  the  former  situation  of  the  following  reasons : — In  assigning  this 

placenta.  I  determined  to  institute  a  as  not  an  unusual  situation,  I  am  sup> 

series  of  observations,  firstly,  to  ascer-  ported  by  Velpeau,  who,  out  of  34  cases 

tain  how  fiur  the  evidence  to  be  derived  which  he  examined  after  death,  found 

fipom  the  membranes  would  tally  with  three  placed  anteriorly,  (which  would 

Uie  stethoscopic  examination ;  and  se-  thus  give  in  600  cases  a  proportion,  not  of 

condly,  how  mr  the  deductions  to  be  1 3  om^,  but  of  53;  ana  by  the  standard 

drawn  from  both,  and  fix)m  the  intro-  authorities  in  midwifery,  all  of  whom 

duction  of  the  buid  in  such  cases  as  attest  that  the  placenta  may  attach 

required  it,  would  support  Mr.  Car-  itself  to  any  part  of  the  uterus.    Den- 

michael  in  assignin(^,  as  the  seat  of  the  man  even  states  that  it  mo9t  frequemih 

Elacenta  in  ninety-eight  cases  out  of  a  adheres   to   the    anterior   part  -  M. 

undred,  the  lowest  part  of  the  back  of  Naegel^,  too,  it  must  be  remarked,  drew 

the  womb ;  that  is  to  say,  "  within  two  his  opinion  of  the  situation  of  the  pla- 

inches  of  the  lowest  part  of  the  cyst."  centa  ^except  in  two  instances  where 

The  table  publishea   in   the  Dublin  he  haa  a  post-mortem  examination) 

Journal  was  the  result    It  shows,  that  from  the  stethoscope  alone ;   for,  al- 

in  every  case  the  situation,  as  indicated  thoufh  he  mentions  in  a  note,  that  the 

hy  the  stethoscope,  and  which  every  membranes  can  give  some  evidence  oo 

authority  on  the  subject  declares  is  this  point,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 

that  which  the  introduction  of  the  availed  himself  of  them.    Now,  that 

hand  will  point  out  to  be  its  real  situa-  author  sets  down,  as  undeniable  bv  the 

tion  (as  indeed  I  always  found  it),  was  stethoscope,  the  large  number  of  180 

confirmed  by  the  inspection  of  the  out  of  000  eases ;  and  on  turning  to  the 

afterbirth,  in  the  way  I  have jpentioned.  passage  where  he  explains  why  these 

With  respect  to  the  stethoscopic  ex-  cases  were  indeterminable,  there  is  the 

amination,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob-  following  remark : — 
jerve,  as  my  accuracy  has  been  called        '*  Although  the  point  of  insertion  of 

in  question,  that  having  now  for  nearly  the  placenta  may  be  generally  ascer- 

three  years  devoted  much  of  my  time  tained  with  tolerable  accuracy  by  means 

and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  of  the  Btethosc<^)e,  yet  there  are  two 

instrument,  in  the   maffnifioent  field  classes  of  cases  in  which  it  aflbrds  no 

afibrded  by  the  Ihiblin  Lying-in  Hos-  information  on  the  subject    To  the 

pital,  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  I  one  belong  those  rara  cases  where  no 

would  commit  any  great  blunder  in  its  uterine  sound  is  distinguishable;   to 

use.    By  the  forcing  means  I  found  the  other,  those  much  more  frequent 

that  out  of  100  cases,  in  25  the  placenta  instances,  in  which  the  sound  extends 

was  attached  to  the  anterior  wall ;  in  with    equal  intensity   from  both  in- 

.10,  to  the  left  side,  extending  to  the  gninal  regions  overthe  whole  uterus.'' — 

anterior  wall ;  in  8,  to  the  right  side,  TVett*$  lYtmslaiion,  p.  78. 
alsoextendiuff  to  the  anterior  wall;  in        In  these  cases,  however,  inspection 

54  it  occupied  the  posterior  segment  of  of  the  secundines  has  enabled  me  to 

the  uterus,  either  in  a  central  position,  state,  that  in  the  former  class  the  pla- 
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cenU  is  imall,  and  oecuplet  about  the  ma^  be  written  on  this  subjeet  s  but, 

centre  of  the  posterior  wall,  and  in  the  belore  it  can  cany  any  weight,  he  must 

other  it  is  attached  to  the  anterior ;  and  first  prove,  beyond  question,  that  such 

on  this  point  I  am  borne  out  by  a  high  is  the  mode  of  growth  and  contraction 

authority,  whom  M.  NaegeU  does  not  of  the  uterus,  which  assuredly  has  not 

appear  even  to  have  heara  of,  at  least  yet  been  done.    He  must,  too, '  have 

no  allusion  to  him.    "  As  to  the  fact  of  altered  his  ideas  very  much  with  respect 

its  being  heard  over  the  whole  uterus,"  to  hsmorrhage ;  for  when  I  first  made 

says  Kennedy,  in  combating  the  views  use  of  the  argument,  that  according  to 

Dr.  Haus  had  advanced,  and  which,  his  theory  hsmorrhii^  should  result  in 

strange  to  sav.  Dr.  Hope  still  adheres  evexy  case  in  which  the  nlacenta  ad- 

to,  namely,  tnat  the  soufile  is  not  in  the  hered  to  the  anterior  w^l,  ne  was  quite 

uterine  arteries,  but  in  the  aorta  and  offended  that   I  should   imagine    he 

iliacs :  "  as  to  the  feet  of  its  being  heard  could  suppose  such  a  thin^  to  occur  as 

over  the  whole  uterus,  if  this  gentle*  haemorrhage,  whilst  the  child  remained 

man  had  si:d9iciendy  inquired  into  the  in  utero. 

matter,  he  would  have  found  that  it  is  "  And  as  for  looking  for  haemorrhage 

rarely,  if  ever,  perceptible  over  the  from  detachment,  partial  or  otherwise, 

whole  of  that  organ,  altnough  it  is  often  while  the  child  is  in  die  womb,"  he 

met  with  over  a  ineater  or  less  extent  remarks,  "  this  I  can  only  say,  I  never 

of  its  anterior  wafl ;  and  in  such  cases  even  hinted  at  it,  nor  can  I  see  how  it 

he  might  have  detected  the  placenta  could  possibly  occur;  and  is  it  not  a 

attacheid  there ;  also,  where  the  sound  sad  hardship  on  my  part,"    he  asks, 

could  not  be  detected,  he  might  have  "  to  have  such  silliness  attributed  to 

found  it  attached  jxMteriorly. "—06«cr-  me  P" — Dub.  Jowrm,  for  Nov.  1839,  page 

vatunu  OH  Obstetrte  AuicuUaUtm^  p.  72.  223.    One  would  be  almost  inclined  to 

With  such  evidence  in  my  favour,  I  think,  from  this  passage,  he  denied  the 

think  I  may  &irly  say  that  a  large  pro*  nossibility  of  the  occurrence  of  acci* 

portion  of  M.  NaegeLe's  undeterminable  aental  hcemorrhage ;   as  an  exempUfi- 

cases  should  have  been  added  to  the  cation,  however,  of  placental  detach- 

anterior,  and  thus  my  table  and  his  ment  by  uterine  action,  I  shall  quote 

would  nave  corresponded  very  nearly  the  following  interesting  case  report^ 

in  that  particular.    But  I  care  not,  for  in  M.  Gendnn's  FhilosophiciJ  Treatise 

the  purpose  of  rejecting  Mr.  Carmi-  on  Medicine  — 

chaers  arguments,  what  proportion  the  "  A  woman,  thirty-six  years  of  age, 

anterior  position  bears  to  Uie  others ;  the  mother  of  many  children,  and  in 

let  hdm  only  grant  me  one  case,  as  he  her  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  had 

has  done  in  appealing  to  M.  Naegel^,  a  violent    cough  and  fever.      Being 

and  I  say  his  tneory  is  untenable ;  for,  seized  with  labour,  she  sent  for  a  mx£- 

in  the  first  place,  it  is  impossible,  with  wife,  who,  after  twelve  hours  of  travail, 

his  mode  of  expansion,  that  the  placenta  saw  her   patient  fall  into   the   most 

covld  ever  adhere  to  that  particular  aUrming  state.    M.  Delaforterie  was 

part;   it  must  in  every  instance  be  sent  for,  but  arrived  only  after  her 

turned  over  to  the  back  of  the  uterus ;  death.      He  instantlv  penormed  Uie 

and,  secondly,  according  to  him,  such  Ciesarean  section  with  every  reouisite 

a  case,  if  it  could  occur,  shoidd  be  precaution ;  and,  on  opening  the  nmdus 

attended  with  hcemorrhage,   as  must  uteri,  witnessed  the  escape  of  a  gush  of 

also  those  in  which  the  mass  adhered  blood,  which  he  estimated  at   three 

to  the  fundus.    "Were  the  placenta  'chopines'  at  least.    This  fluid  left  a 

here  attached,"   he  remarks  in  your  large  pouch  between  the  placenta  and 

periodical,    *' it  is  evident    that   the  the  uterus,  into  which  M.I)elaforterie. 

growth  OT  the  two  oreans  would  not  on  introducing  his  hand,  was  satisfied 

correspond ;   that  of  tne  womb  would  that  the  placenta  had   preserved  its 

exceea  that  of  the  placenta,  and  dis-  natural  marginal  adhesions  with  the 

tuibance  of  the  function  of  the  latter  womb." — British  gnd  Foreign  Rev,  for 

would  be  inevitable,  with  its  conse-  July  last,  p.  86. 

?uenceiB  on  the  mother  and  child."  Here  now  was  a  case  which  Mr.  Car- 
le expresses  his  intention,  too,  of  micjiael,  did  he  admit  the  possibili^  of 
making  some  remarks  in  a  future  such  a  kind  of  hsmorrnage,  might 
number  on  abortion  resulting  from  this  fairlv  have  adduced  as  a  specimen  of 
cause.    No  doubt  a  very  learned  article  the  Sad  results  which  follow  the  adhe- 
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•ion  of  the  placenta  to  the  fundus ;  but  I  removed  the  uterus  from  the  body  of 
unfortunateijr  Nae^U  has  given  seven,  a  young  woman,  who  died  after  a  few 
and  I  have  given  tnree  cases,  where  the  hours'  illness,  in  about  the  seventh 
placenta  occupied  a  fundal  position,  month  of  pregnancy.  The  preparation 
and  yet  no  such  conseauence  ensued.  I  this  day  examined  with  ur,  Wm. 
But  in  truth,  in  reierring  to  M.  O'B.  Aduns,  the  Professor  of  Mid* 
Naegel^'s  table,  Mr.  Carmichael  has  wifery  to  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  in 
been  most  unfortunate  as  regards  his  whose  museum  it  now  is.  We  found 
own  theory  and  statement,  u  a  slight  the  placenta  still  adhering  to  the  centre 
discrepancy  existed  between  the  6er-  of  the  anterior  wall,  to  which  the  blad* 
man  author  and  me,  a  still  greater  der  (a  sufficiently  distinctive  mark)  is 
difference  can  be  pointed  out  between  still  appended.  Why,  I  would  ask, 
Mr.  Carmichael  and  the  umpire  he  has  was  not  this  placenta  carried  up,  if  this 
chosen.  The  former  with  confidence  extraordinary  and  novel  extension  of 
asserts,  that  at  the  termination  of  ges-  the  wall,  on  which  it  was  imi)lanted, 
tation,  in  98  out  of  100  cases,  the  was  going  on  ?  Before  this  period  one 
placenta  is  situated  low  down  on  the  would  imagine  it  should  have  ad- 
posterior  wall ;  according  to  the  latter,  vanced  at  least  as  far  in  its  revolution 
It  adhered  in  379  instances  out  of  600  —which,  by  the  way,  the  author  on 
to  the  sides  of  the  womb.  It  is  not  for  another  occasion  humorously  likened 
me  to  say  which  opinion  is  likely  to  be  to  that  of  a  planet  in  its  orbit— as  far, 
correct ;  but,  assuming  that  the  lateral  .  I  say,  at  least  as  the  fundus,  as  it  had 
is  the  usual  position,  in  what  a  pre-  onlv  two  or  three  months  more  to 
dicament  must  M.  NaegeU's  placentas  make  its  way  downwards  to  its  allotted 
have  found  themselves.  Attached  to  position.  !But  perhaps  this  will  be 
the  sides  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  extend-  considered  a  solitary  instance,  one  in 
ing  into  both  its  posterior  and  anterior  which  the  law  of  growth  was  reversed 
segments,  one-half  must  have  been  in  its  favour.  Be  it  so ;  but  I  should 
securely  lodged  in  a  never-changing  like  to  know  how  it  comes  to  pass  that, 
residence,  whilst  the  other  half  under-  in  a  very  great  majorit}r  of  cases  of 
went  all  the  dangers  of  the  ever-shifting  partial  placenta  presentation,  the  pla- 
scene — throughout  pregnancy,  running  centa  undeniably  remains,  up  to  the 
the  risk  of  being  outgrown,  and  during  period  of  labour,  attached  to  the  very 
labour  subjected  to  the  imminent  lowest  part  of  the  anterior  wall  ?  To 
hazard  of  being  detached  by  uterine  my  plain  mind  these  indisputable  facts 
action.  How  strange  that,  amidst  such  are  quite  at  variance  with  the  theory 
dangers,  the  population  of  Ireland  proposed;  but  I  have  no  doubt  Mr. 
should  -  not  have  been  materially  Carmichael  can  find  some  ingenious 
thinned?  mode  of  reconciling  them,  for  some 
But  I  insist  that,  according  to  the  men  there  are  who  will  never  own 
mode  of  growth  described,  the  placenta  their  mistake,  and 
should  in  every  case  be  found,  not  ante-  •<  Thoagb  vanquished  often  will  «rgu«  itiii." 
riorly,  nor  even  laterally,  but  occupy-  But  as  with  even  such  a  doughty 
ing  the  posterior  wall  alone.  If  it  be  combatant  the  contest  cannot  last  for 
first  attached  to  the  fundus,  and  if  its  gyer,  I  shall  say,  in  order  to  conclude 
position  be  altered  by  the  increase  of  qq  my  part  this  long-continued  dis- 
the  anterior  wall,  it  should  be  in  every  cussion,  which  has  now  been  ex- 
instance  (to  use  the  author's  own  words)  tended  into  three  periodicals,  tliat 
"  turned  over  to  the  back  of  the  feeling  satisfied  the  mass  of  evidence 
womb ;"  and  every  single  case  m  which  i  have  brought  fon^ard,  and  the  argu- 
it  is  otherwise  situated  militates  against  ments  I  have  used,  are  sufficient  to  con- 
thc  doctrine  advanced,  particularly  yjnce  any  person  who  takes  an  interest 
those  in  which  it  assumes  and  main-  j^  the  matter,  I  shall  not  again  enter 
tains  throughout  gestation  an  anterior  jnto  the  question,  unless  some  new  fact 
position.  As  Mr.  Carmichael  never  ^f  sufficient  importance  is  adduced  in 
witnessed  a  case  of  this  sort  uncom-  gupport  of  this  theory,  which  un- 
bined  with  some  unnatural  circum-  doubtedly  is  as  yet  unproved,  and,  in 
stance,  I  shall  mention  one,  besides  ^y  opinion,  unprovable.— I  am,  sir, 
those  I  have  already  referred  to  in  my  Your  obedient  servant, 
papers,  which  it  is  in  his  power  to  cxa-  Richard  Dohertt,  M.D. 
mine  for  himself.    A  few  weeks  since       ^^y^^^  j^t^  ^^^  ^^^ 
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REPORTS   OF   CASES,  be  frequently  mistaken  in  his  diagnosw, 

would  include  the  great  majority  of  the 

By  H.  M.  Huohbs,  M.D.  cases  submitted  to  his  notice.     But, 

ABsittant  Phytidan  to  Gny's  Hospital,  and  independently  of  the  few  instances  of 

Pbyaidan  to  tbe  Surrey  DtopeMary.  latent  pleurisy,  of  which  he  would  take 

[For  the  Medical  Gazette.^  ^o  cognizance,  he  would  include  dis- 

eases  of  an  entirely  different  nature, 
and  would  probably  treat,  antiphlogistic 

Pleuritis. — There  are  a  few  rare  affec-  cally,  complaints,  as  rheumatic  affec- 
tions both  of  the  chest  and  abdomen,  tions  of  the  pectoral  or  intercostal  mus- 
which,  I  believe,  cannot  either  by  their  cles,  and  neuralgic  pains,  resulting 
history,  their  general  symptoms,  or  their  from  spinal  or  uterine  irritation,  which 
local  signs,  be  a/iDay«  distinguished  with  required  for  their  relief  or  removal 
certainty  from  the  elusions  consequent  measures  of  an  entirely  different  or 
upon  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  even  of  an  opposite  kind.  At  the  on- 
Among  such  affections  may  be  men-  set  of  some  cases  of  pleuritis,  pain  is  the 
tioned  malignant  disease  of  the  lung,  only  general  symptom  present,  and  it 
fungoid  tumors,  and  other  irregular  is  by  the  physical  signs  alone  that  the 
growths  of  the  liver,  displacing  the  physician  is  enabled  to  decide  upon  the 
diaphragm,  and  encroaching  upon  the  inflammatory  character  of  the  com- 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  which  occasionally  plaint ;  upon  them  alone  must  his 
present  all  the  constitutional  as  well  as .  treatment  at  that  important  period  be 
local  characters  of  empyema.  Mm-  founded,  and  upon  a  correct  apprecia- 
phony,  supposed  by  Laennec  and  nis  tion  of  these  alone,  therefore,  is  '  often 
immediate  followers  to  be  almost  dependent  the  speedily  successful  ter- 
pathognomonic  of  a  certain  amount  of  mmation  of  the  disease, 
pleuritic  effusion,  has  been  stated  by  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  u^n 
several  recent  writers  upon  diseases  of  the  symptoms  and  diagnosis  of  pleurisy, 
the  chest  to  occur  very  unfrequently  accounts  of  which  may  be  found  in  ail 
in  a  perfect  or  characteristic  form.  In  recent  systematic  works.  I  shall 
this  opinion  I  entirely  concur,  as,  after  therefore  merely  state,  that  the  five 
many  years  especial  attention  to  thora-  cases  of  simple  pleuritis  mentioned  in 
cic  msease,  during  which  I  have  exa-  the  table  were  accompanied  with  the 
mined  very  numerous  cases  of  pleuritis,  I  ordinary  symptoms,  that  they  all  termi- 
have  very  rarely  had  an  opportunity  of  nated  successniUy  under  the  ordinary 
hearing well-markedsgophony;  though  treatment  by  bleeding,  cupping,  blis- 
modifications  of  the  sound,  asthataccu-  ters,  and  calomel  and  opium,  and  that 
rately  resembling  the  voice  of  Punch,  they  presented  no  features  of  especial 
and  of  a  person  speaking  through  a  interest  which  render  them  worthy  any 
trumpet,  or  that  which  may  be  cor-  particular  notice.  A  case,  however, 
rectly  denominated  sgophonic  bron-  which  I  have  lately  seen,  so  entirely 
chopnony,  are  exceedingly  common.  confirms  the  truth  of  the  observations  I 

Tne  symptoms  of  pleuritis,  notwith-  have  made  in  reference  to  the  impor- 

Btanding,  are  ordinarily  sufficiently  cha-  tance  of  the  signs  afforded  by  auscul- 

racteristic,  and  the  accession,  advance,  tation  and  percussion,  that  I  may  be 

and  retrocession  of  the  complaint,  are  excused  for  detailing  it  in  this  place, 

generally  most  accurately  marked  by  S.  S.,  aged  about  36,  a  pale  thin 

uie  signs  afforded  by  percussion  and  woman,  much  marked  with  the  smdl- 

auscultation.     Some  instances  of  the  pox,  and  of  light  complexion,  came 

disease  I  have  indeed  myself  witnessed,  under  my  care  as  a  patient  of  the  Surrey 

the  nature  of  which  could  not,  I  feel  Dispensary,  May  19, 1B40.    She  was  of 

assured,    be    accurately    determined,  temperate  habits,   the   mother  of  six 

without  these  important  aids  to  diagno-  chilaren,  and  principally  engaged  in 

sis ;  unless  a  sharp  pain  in  the  side  nad  domestic  housenold  work.     Ten  days 

been  considered  sufficiently  indicative  before  I  saw  her,  while  in  good  healUi, 

of  an  infiamed  pleura.    Pleuritis,  it  is  she  was  affected  with  catarrh,  and  six 

true,  is  usually,  though  not  universally,  days  after  was  attacked  with  pain  of 

accompanied  with  pam,  and  the  phy-  the  side.    When  visited,  she  was  lyinj 

sician  whose  opinion  as  to  the  existence  on  her  back,  inclined  towards  the  af- 

of  this  complaint  was  founded  upon  fected  side,  from  which  position  she 

this  symptom  alone,  though  he  would  was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  move 
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for  the  purpose  of  examination.     The  decreaaed,  and  a  little  cre^tatioa 

pain  was  represented  to  be  so  Tery  h«urd,  apparently  proceraing  frcnn  a 

acute,  and  such  exquisite  tenderness  thin  and  superficial  layer  of  the  Inn^, 

existed  upon  slight  pressure,  or  upon  immediately  below  the  affe^ed  pleoiB. 

any  movement  of  the  trunk  in  a  par-  intennitt.  Mist.   Rep.  PB.  C^it.  Mist. 

ticular  direction,  as  to  lead  to  the  sup-  Cieta.  JIm.  ;  poit  sing,  sedes  lafM. 

position  that  it  was  of  neuralgic  or  ««,     Thiuvj         jtvj 

Jheumatic  origin.    Hergeneralimpear-  .  ^aiT-Diapha^  had  ceased ;  she  had 

anceand  symptoms  teSded  ratfe^to  but httle  pain;   the  physicfd  ^s  of 

confirm  the  probabUity  of  the  former.  y*«  complaint  were  less  marked;  b^ 

Her  face  wai  pallid;  Tier  Hpe  deficient  d"l°««  still  wasted   below    the    left 

in  colour ;  her  tongue  clean,  pale,  and  scapula,  and  there  were    some  indi- 

moist;   her  skin  Sft  and  perspiring;  cations  of  approaching  salivation, 

her     pulse      small,      frequent,      and  Rsp.  Pil.  noctemaneqmj.  AppUcat.  EmpL 

feeble ;  and  her  bowels  confined.    The  CMtbwid.  rapola  nnistr.    J^  Ijq. 

resonance  of  the  chest  on  percussion  ^'  ^<*J-  sM-l  Mwt.  Camph.  ^. ; 

was  generally  natural,  but  very  obvious  J  *"•  Antlm.  5m.     M.  ft.  haiist  etis 

dulness  existed  at  the  seat  of  pain  in  ^'^  somcnd. 

the  left  lateral  region,  and  below  the  25th. — Salivation  profuse ;  had  no 

left  scapula ;  the  respiratory  murmur,  nain ;  skin  soft  and  i)erspiring ;  pulse 

puerile  at  other  parts,  was  in  those  104,  soft  and  compressible;  respiratory 

specified  entirelv  absent,  and  its  place  munnur  returning  in  the  affected  part; 

supplied  by  tubular  respiration;  and  the  *dulness  on  percussion  much  less,  and 

voice,  of  the  ordinary  character  and  resonance  oi  the  voice  pcarcelv  appie- 

intensity  over  all  the    right,  and  the  ciable ;  for  the  first  time  complained  of 

greater  portion  of  the  left  side,  was  in  trifling  cough,  and  of  weakness, 

the  regions  affected    loud,  shrill,  and  j^    ^   ^  ^^^^^^^    ^^^ 

vibrating  (imperfect  ©gophony).    She  '"'^^^  Ini.CBluJh^.  i  Vlii.Ipe«c. 

was  ordered—  ^^  ^^^  ^^  y^^  munrnd.    Osrguim 


V.S.    sd    prima  signs  deliqnii.     Palv.  sddsB 

Rhel.  o.  Hvdr.  Chlorid.  gr.  xv. ;   at.  ^_.,       ^        i  •     j     #                 i  • 
.amend.     Hydrarg.  CUorid.  gr.  j.;  28th.-Complained  of  some  aching 
Ant.  Potaaslo.  Tartiat.  gr.  * ;    Opii,  pam ;"  wearmess"  in  the  affected  side ; 
gr.  ss.    4ti8  horis  hut  percussion  elicited  a  good  sound. 
On  the  next  day.  as  I  was  engaged.  ""^  *f  ^''»'=«  *"<^  ^^^  «»pinition  were 
•be  was  seen  by  the  apothecary  of  the  "^v^l?^"  .v    j  »         .u      w  » 
inatitation.  who  order^  a  repetition  of  ^^J  *«  ^  "'°*«'  "»*«'  7^ 
the  TeneiM;ction.  and  the  other  medi-  apphed  to  the  nde;  but  she  required 
cines  to  be  continued.  "?  ^^^'^^  treatment  than  the  exhibi&on 
21st-The  general  tymptoms  now  ofsome  tonic  medicines  to  tertore  her 
presented  quite  a  different  chamcter.  "^^f^^^,  As,  however,  she  was  natu- 
though  thelocal  signs  were  unchanged.  "^^^  *^^'«>  «"»*  .^"  weaknws  had  of 
and  the  pain,  though  decreased.  vZ  S?""*  ^'^  .f^^'^  ''"'TT^a  V  *^f 
still  seveiT  She  coEiplained  mu^h  of  *■***«  *»^.*''  "«»»?  "^"P**^  *<».  >5 
thirst ,  the  tongue  wai  dry  and  coated ,  ?»";  »  «'n«derable  time  was  required 
the  skin  hot  and  dry ,   the  pulse  fimi  '^^  this  purpose ,   she  was,  therefore, 
and  bounding!  and  Uie  bowels  again  not  discharged  perfectly  cured  till  to- 
confined  aft^  the  free  action  of  the  '^I^''  *«  ™^  of  the  following  month, 
pg^^f  Rhetmatum. — Of  the  nineteen  cases 

«-«  P-w  t..,.«t^t .  ft».t   Ki      r.^  "'  **•'■  disease  embraced  in  these  re- 
Rep.  PWt.  Apnnent ;  Omt.  PO.     Capt.  ^^s,  from  being  attended  at  the  houses 

22nd. — ^The  medicine  had  produced  features  of  particular  interest ;  and  as 

constant  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  here   to  enter 

she  had  passed  several  ^en  motions ;  generallv  into  the  history  of  any  of  the 

the  skin  was  cool  and  moist;  the  tongue  complaints  that  have  been  or  will  be 

coated    with    a   yellowish- white    and  noticed.    Eleven  ofthese  cases  occurred 

moist   fur ;    the  pulse  96,  small  and  in  females,  of  which  eight  were  exau}- 

compressible;  the  dulness  on  percussion  pies  of  the  acute,  and  three  of  the 

and  loud  shrillness  of  the  voice  had  chronic  form  of  the  complaint ;   and 
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dght  in  males,  of  wklch  three  were  acute  eymptoms  and  the  mieral  ex* 

acute  and  five  chronic.     ^  citement  to  cease,  not,  I  beiieye,  from 

The  cases  of  acute  disease  all  oe*  the  simple  purgative  eflects  of  the  medi* 

curred  in  young  persons,  varying  in  cine,but  from  tne  specific  constitutional 

Bm  from  li  to  26  yc^rs,  and  were  for  operation  of  the  colchicum,  of  which 

the  most  part  treated  in  ue  same  way.  tne  peculiar   yellow  evacuations  are 

In  none  of  them  was  bleeding  thougnt  one  of  the  principal  indications.    Im- 

to  be  necessary.    Some  old  and  expe-  mediately  tnese  effects  of  the  medicine 

rienced   practitionerB   almost   univer-  have  been  obtained,  I  have  ordered  the 

sally    commence   their  treatment   of  decoction  of  cinchona  with  10  or  12 

acute  rheumatism  bv  the  abstraction  gmns  of  the  sesquicarbonate  of  soda, 

of  blood;   others   altogether   abstain  with  the  most  beneficial  results;  and 

from  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  this  com-  the  complaint  has  usually  entirely  dia- 

plaint,  from  an  opinion,  real  or  imagi-  appearea  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 

nary,  that  general  bleeding  has  a  ten-  days.    In  two  onl^  of  these  cases  was 

dency  to  render  the  complaint  erratic,  was  there   any   inflammation  of  the 

and  thus  to  fevour  the  production  of  pericardium,  and  in  both  of  them  had 

pericarditis.     On  this  question  I  am  a  similar  afiection  of  that  membrane 

unable  firom  observation  to  form  a  de-  existed  before.    In  one  of  them,  a  mar- 

cided  opinion.    I  may,  however,  state  ried  woman,  of  light  complexion,  and 

that  in  thehospital  practice  of  a  phv-  sandy  hair,  calomel  was  freely  admi- 

ddan,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  constantly  nistered  after  cupping.    Profuse  aaliva- 

prescribing  venesection  in  the  treat-  tion,    in  .consequence,   I  believe,  of 

ment  of  rneumatitis,  I  did  not  observe  renal  disease,  was  induced  in  less  Uian 

a  greater  proiK>rtion  of  cases  followed  two  days:   the  inflammatory  affection 

by    inflammation  of  the  pericardium  of  the  chest  inmiediately  disappeared, 

than  in  that  of  other  physicians  who  and  tiie  soreness  of  the  mouth,  and 

did  not  prescribe  this  remedy4    It  must  other  complaints  unconnected  with  the 

at  the  same  time  be  considered  at  least  recent  attack,  were  the  sole  subjects  of 

a  curious  coincidence,  that,  after  the  her  subsequent  treatment    The  other 

opinion  to  which  I  have  referred  had  case   was   that   of  a  youn^  woman, 

been  for  some  time  current  in  England,  aged  twentjr-four,  who,  while  under 

Bouillaudcommenced  his  much  vaunted  my    care   ror   disease   of  the   heart, 

**  saign^es  coup  sur  coup,"  and  just  the  consequence  of  a  previous  rheuma* 

at  the  same  tune   ''  discovered"  that  tic  affection,  was  after  exposure  to  cold 

rheumatism  was  frequently  accompa-  attacked  with  rheumatitis.     She  was 

nied  with  pericarditis.    I  have  never  on  the  second  day  removed  to  a  hospital, 

yet  prescribed  venesection  for  rheuma-  in  which,  after  she  hadrecovered  in  a  de- 

tism  of  the  joints,  not  because  I  feared  gree  from  the  acute  disease  of  the  heart 

the  induction  ofpericarditis,  but  because  and  limbs,  and  had  suffered  for  seve- 

I  have  not  found  it  necessary  for  the  ral  weeks    from    some  obscure  head 

removal  of  the  complaint    The  treat-  symptoms,  she  died,  as  was  proved  by 

ment  I  have  hitherto  adopted  with  sue-  a  cadaveric  inspection,  from^  a  lai^ 

cess  has  been  very  simple ;  and  has  con-  efiusion  of  bloodf  upon  the  brain, 

sisted  merely  of  the  exhibition  of  a  pill  In  the  chronic  form  of  rheumatism 

containing   antimony  and   opium   at  I  have  tried  a  great  variety  of  remedies, 

night,  or,  if  the  pain  has  been  very  but  have  hitherto  found  none  which 

severe,  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  with  were   imiformly   successful.     Certain 

the  occasionid  addition  of  one  or  two  boasted  specifics  have  occasionally  had 

grains  of  calomel,  if  ^e  constitutional  a  good  e»ect,  but  in  the  ^reat  majority 

excitement  has  been  great,  and  if  there  oi  instances  their  exhibition  has  been 

existed  any  tendency  to  inflammation  attended  with    little  benefit     Some 

of  the  pericardium,  or  of  other  impor-  cases,  have  yielded  to  remedies  which 

tant  organs.    With  these  means  naa  appeared  to  have  little  or  no  efiect  in 

been  combined  a  draught  containing  others  of   the  same  kind.      In  two 

vin.   colchic.  3ss.   et  magnes    sulplu  instances  only,  after  havin{^  tried  a 

5 j.  to  be  taken  three  or  rour  times  in  great  number  of  other  medicines  and 

the  24  hours.    In  two  or  three  days  combinations  without  benefit,  have  I 

this  medicine  has  produced   copious  prescribed  the  extract  of  aconite.    In 

yellow  evacuations ;  and  at  the  same  ooth  these  cases  it  certainly  appeared 

time  I  have  almost  always  found  the  to  have  a  good  effect  in  relieving  the 
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pain,  but  in  one  of  the  two  its  exhibi-  perature.  A  third  class  ofdiseasca  are  the 

tion  was  followed  by  a  papular  erup-  epidemics  which  follow  laws  of  their  own. 

tion  of  the  face  and  nect,  which  dis-  They  remain  stationary  formonths,years 

appeared  after  its  temporary  suspension,  — ^nay  even,  as  the  records  of  memcine 

and  reappeared  upon  its  readministra-  teach  us,  for  centuries  j — then  suddenly 

tion.  rise,  like  a  mist jfrom  the  earth,  to  shed 

-— —  desolation  on  nations,  and  again    to 

ON  THE  disappear  as  rapidly  and  as  insensibly 

1  Aw<!  wHirw  rnvviiK  the  rise     ^  ^^^^  ^^^^'    ^^^  ^'l^"  ^^  ^^^^  ?*' 
LAWS  WHICH  GOVERN  THE  RISE,    ^^^^  ^  necessarily  obscure,  but  that 

DEVELOPMENT,  AND  DECLINE  obscurity    has    proved    no  stumbling- 

OP  EPIDEMIC  MALADIES.  block  in  the  way  of  medical  theorists  ; 

some  of  whom  have  attributed  them  to 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  mysterious  changes  in  the  atmosphere. 
Sib,  some  to  terrestrial  emanations,  some  to 
My  last  communication  will  have  put  the  agency  of  animalcules,  some  to 
your  readers  in  possession  of  some  of  heat,  some  to  the  deterioration  of  food, 
the  principal  facts  recorded  in  the  Se-  while  not  a  few  have  thought  that  in 
eond  Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar-  the  existence  of  a  contagious  principle 
General,  regarding  the  late  variolous  the  whole  difficulty  was  solved, 
epdemic.  Mr.  Farr,  to  whose  valuable  Mr.  Farr  begins  by  shewing  that  the 
labours  we  are  all  so  much  indebted,  is  temperature  ot  the  atmosphere  and  the 
not  content  with  a  simple  statement  of  revmution  of  the  seasons  had  nothing 
his  statistical  researches,  but  he  enters  to  do  with  the  great  variolous  epidemic 
the  thorny  paths  of  cetiology,  and  of  1837-38.  A  table  with  which  he  fur- 
throws  out  some  hints  re^^ding  the  nishesus  (page  92)  demonstrates  that  at 
origin,  progress,  culmination,  and  de-  the  very  period  when  the  epidemic  was  at 
chne  of  epidemic  maladies.  These  its  height  in  one  place,  it  was  declining 
suggestions,  founded  on  that  extensive  in  anouier,  and  just  commencing  in  a 
collection  of  facts  to  w^hich  Mr.  Farr's  third.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  au- 
official  situation  gives  him  access,  ap-  tumn  of  \S3S,  small-pox  culminated  at 
pear  to  be  well  deserving  of  notice  in  Manchester,  (proving  fatal  in  three 
your  journal;  and  I  now  proceed  to  months  to  180  persons)  while  it  had 
consider  them,  adding  some  comments  entirely  ceased  at  Bath,  was  just  begin- 
of  my  own.  ninfi[  in  Norwich,  and  was  gradimly 

Many  of  the  causes  of  death,  he  be-  declining  in  London.     The  epidemic 

ffins  by  remarking,  act  with  equal  force  culminated,  or  reached  its  maximum 

from  year  to  year.    Some  are  regulated  degree  of  intensity,  in  the  several  towns 

by  the  seasons,  and  increase  or  decrease  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  following 

with  changes  in  the  atmospheric  tem-  order : — 

Table  exhibiting  theperiodqf  culmination  qf  the  varioloue  epidemic  in  twenty ^eiffht  qfthe 

principal  towne  qf  England  and  Walee, 

Period.  Date<  Towns. 

1  July  to  Sept.  1837       .    .    .  Liverpool,  Bath,  Leicester. 

2  Oct  to  Dec Exeter,  Wolverhampton,  Bristol. 

3  Jan.  to  March  1838    .    .    .  Taunton,  Clifton, Woreester,Merthyr. Tydfil. 

4  April  to  June London,  Birmingham. 

5  July  to  Sept Haverfordwest,  Pembroke,  Bridgewater. 

6  Oct.  to  Dec Leeds,  Manchester,  Pl)rmouth. 

7  Jan.  to  March  1839    .    .    .  Sunderland,  Newcastle,  York. 

8  April  to  June Norwich,  Preston,  Stockport. 

9  July  to  Sept •  Oxford. 

10    Oct.  to  Dec Salford,  Bradford,  Macclesfield. 

Interestingas  this  statistical  document  months,  small-pox   is   again  become 

is,  we  shall  hardly,  I  apprehend,  be  jus-  epidemic  in  London.     Tne  first  ap- 

tified  in  trusting  to  it,  so  far  as  to  exclude  proaches  of  this  new  assault  were  per- 

atmospheric  changes  altogether  from  ceptible  in  the  first  week  of  Octooer. 

the  possible  causes  of  epidemic  preva-  At  the  present  time  the  weekly  deaths 

lence.   After  a  lull  of  eighteen  or  twenty  average  nearly  sixty.     It  is,  I  think, 
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lujg^hljT  probable  that  thk  difiiisibiHty  during  1838,  where  the  disease  raged 
oithe  variolous  contagion  is  connected  much  more  seyerely  than  in  any  part 
urith  that  remarkable  dampness  of  the  of  the  country  where  inoculation  was 
atmosphere,  which  has  led  to  such  practised.  This  question  is  especially 
heavy  floods  both  in  this  country  and  deserving  of  attention  at  this  time, 
throughout  the  south  of  France.  ^  In  because  the  late  Act  for  the  extension 
former  times  the  dependence  of  epide-  of  vaccination  has  effectually  abolished 
mic  small-pox  unon  a  humid  state  of  inoculation ;  but  it  remains  to  be  seen, 
air  was  universally  admitted,  and  the  whether  it  will  abolish,  or  in  any  no- 
events  of  the  present  month  afford  a  table  degree  affect  the  amount  and 
singularly  strong  corroboration  of  the  severity  of  variolous  epidemics.  It 
doctrine;  was  remarked,  more  than 'sixty  years 

The  hypothesis  that  the  immediate  ago,  by  very  competent  observers,  that 
cause  of  epidemic  disorders  may  be  tne  artificial  diffusion  of  small-pox  by 
found  in  the  generation  of  minute  in-  inoculation  was  very  limited,  and  that 
sects,  is  considered  by  Mr.  Farr  as  the  influence  of  such  an  agent  was 
worthy  of  some  comment.  He  gpves  prodigiously  over-rated.  When  no  epi- 
an  abstract  of  the  opinions  entertained  demic  disposition  existed,  inoculation, 
by  Dr.  Henle,  of  Berlin,  upon  this  most  it  was  observed,  seldom  did  harm,  and 
abstruse  question.  According  to  this  when  such  a  disposition  did  exist,  the 
author,  each  epidemic  disease  has  its  disorder  spread  equally,  whether  inocu- 
specific  animal  contagion,  its  specific  lation  was  practised  or  not.  I  have  a 
genera  of  infusoria.  Dr.  Henle,  it  is  strong  impression  that  many  years  will 
remarked,  has,  by  a  variety  of  curious  not  pass  over  our  heads  before  the 
analogies,  given  ereat  probability  to  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  in  pathology 
theory  of  animalcular  origin,  but  one  will  be  made  abundantly  mamfest,  even 
little  circumstance  has  been  omitted — a  to  those  who  are  now  loudest  in  de- 
trifle  probably  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ger-  claiming  against  the  dangers  of  inocu- 
man  professor.    Dr.  Henle  has  never  lation. 

seen  tncse  epidemic  infusoria,  which  is  Mr.  Farr  has  attempted,   with   his 

the  more  surprisine^  when  we  reflect  usual  ingenuity,  to  trace  the  laws  which 

that  Henle  is  one  of  the  best  microsco-  regulate  the  rate  of  epidemic  decline* 

pic  observers  of  Germany.  He  remarks,  that  the  decline  of  the 

Mr.  Farr,  rejecting  this  and  all  variolous  epidemic  was  less  rapid  than 
other  hypothetical  explanations  of  the  its  rise.  The  advance  of  small-pox  is 
origin  of^epidemics,  arrives  at  the  fol-  first  at  an  accelerated,  then  at  a  re- 
lowing  conclusion : — '*  They  are  gene-  tarded  riate.  Having  attained  its  cli- 
rated  at  intervals,  in  unhealthy  places,  max,  it  declines,  first,  at  a  slightly 
spread,  go  through  a  regular  course,  accelerated,  then  at  a  rapidly  accele- 
and  then  decline ;  but  of  the  cause  of  rated,  and  lastly,  at  a  retaraed  rate, 
these  evolutions  no  more  is  known  until  the  disease  attains  its  point  of 
than  of  the  cause  of  the  periodical  minimum  -intensity,  when  it  remains 
paroxysms  of  an  as;ue.    The  body,  in  stationary. 

its  diseases,  as  well  as  its  functions.  Another  point  to  which  Mr.  Farr 

observes  a  principle  of  periodicity.     Its  draws  attention  is,  the  important  ques- 

elements  pass  through  prescribed  cycles  tion,  whether  the  simple  principle  of 

of  changes,  and  the  diseases  of  nations  contagion  is  sufficient  to  explain  the 

are  subject  to  similar  variations."  rise  and  propagation  of  this  epidemic  ? 

But  though  Mr.  Farr  thus  lumi-  That  the  sxnaU-pox  is  cont^^ous,  is 
nously  descants  on  the  origin  of  epi-  admitted  on  all  hands ;  but  it  will  be 
demies,  he  subsequently  admits  that  found  that  something  more  than  con- 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  prac-  tagion  is  reauired  to  explain  the  phe- 
tice  of  inoculation  led  to  the  extension  nomenon  oi  epidemic  expansion.  The 
of  the  epidemic  small-pox  of  1838,  by  disease,  as  he  truly  remarks,  is  always 
artificiaUy  diflusine  the  infection.  I  and  equally  cont^ous,  and  a  certain 
cannot  help  thinking  that  too  much  number  of  deaths  are  caused  by  it  in 
stress  has  always  been  laid  on  inocu-  all  seasons,  and  in  every  county  in 
lation  as  instrumental  in  the  diffusion  England.  The  facilities  of  intercourse, 
of  small-pox.  It  certainly  had  nothing  and  the  frequency  of  contact  with  the 
whatever  to  do  with  the  growth  ana  sick,  are  not  greater  when  the  disease 
development  of  small-pox  in  London  is  increasing  tnan  when  it  is  decUning. 
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They  remain  the  eamep  whether  the  done  nothing  else,  they  have  at 

disorder  be  at  its  climax  of  aererityf  or  cleared  the  way  for  futare  obeervera. 

its  point  of  minimam  intensi^.    Five  They  have  removed  some  of  those 

persons  die   weekly  of  small-pox  in  delusions  which  have  hitherto  obacured 

London,  when  the  disease  is  not  epi-  our  views  of  epidemic   malady,  and 

demic.    In  the  spring  of  1S38,  these  have  made  us  see  how  little  we  reaJlj 

five  deaths,  having  progressively  ad«  now  know,  and  how  much  remains  far 

vanced  through  the  successive  steps  of  future  inquirers  to  determine. 

10,  15,  2(^  31,  and  58;  multinlied  at  I  am,  sir, 

length  to  S^  and  then  steadily  declined  Your  obedient  servant, 

in  a  like  series  of  measured  steps,  until  Geobob  OBBoonr. 

they  reached  the  original  mimmum  of  ti,  Wcymontli  scimc,  Not.  si,  ism. 

5.    The  variolous  epidemic  of  Man-  

cheater  commenced  in  October- 1837, 

when  &at  of  Liverpool  was  declining;  CASES  OF  COMPOUND  FIUCTURE 

but,  as  Mr.  Farr  well  observes,  it  woidd  OF  THE  CRANIUM  WITH  DE- 

be  very  fidse  philosophy  to  assert  that  PRESSION, 

the   commercial   intercourse  between  

these  towns  had  any  thing  to  do  with  ''"™  "**•"  nmuAKmn  ok  the  TUAninrr 

the  rise  of  the  epidemic  at  Manchester,  ®'  siiiila*  casks. 

The  Registrar's  return  shews  that  iso-  Br  John  Chaklbs  Haix,  M.D.  F.L.S. 

lated  cases  of  small-pox  occurred  in  Fellow  of  tbe  Rovia  Medico-Botanioa  Soektr. 

Manchester     during     the     preceding  and  Member  ofthe  Royal  CoUcfe  of  SsigeoDs, 

months,  and  the  same  causes  which  *c-*c.  tec. 

occasioned    epidemic    prevalence    in  (f^r  tk»  London  Medical  OageUeJ 

Liverpool  womd  have  led  to  die  same  _^ 

results  in  Manchester,  in  spite  of  all  ^       ,       _^    . 

quarantine  regulations.  Cask  I.  —  During  the  present  year 

The  simple  principle  of  contagion,  George  Spencer,  assistant  groom  in  the 
then,  though  it  undoubtedly  contributes  stable  of  Earl  Spencer,  in  removingsome 
to  the  difiusion  of  epidemic  malady,  is  ^^^S  ^^^  ^^^  of  the  horses  was  kicked 
wholly  insufficient  to  account  for  its  ^P^^  ^^®  head.  I  saw  the  poor  fellow 
sudden  rise  and  subsequent  develop-  shortly  after  the  injury  had  been  soa- 
ment.  As  little  is  it  capable  of  ex-  tained.  There  was  a  small  wound  upon 
plaining  the  singular  circumstances  ^^®  side  of  the  head  about  the  size  of  a 
attendant  on  the  decline  of  an  epidemic  shillinff,  from  which  there  was  a  con- 
visitation.  It  has,  indeed,  been  con-  siderableflow  of  blood.  It  was  evident 
tended  by  some,  that  an  epidemic  dis-  ^^  wound  had  been  made  by  the  heel 
order  lessens,  and  ultimately  ceases,  of  the  shoe,  which,  upon  examination, 
because  the  subjects  of  disease  are  was  found  to  be  raised  (what  the  black- 
exhausted,  just  as  a  fire  goes  out  for  smith  terms  "  turned  up").  This  por- 
want  of  fuel.  But  this  explanation  is  ^on  of  iron  had  been  driven  through 
little  trustworthy,  for  it  happens  not  the  scalp  with  sufficient  force  to  frac- 
nnfrequenUv  that  an  epidemic  returns  ture  the  frontal  and  parietal  bones  on 
after  a  brief  interval  ofrepose,  and,  by  the  right  side  of  the  head,  and  on 
iU  subsequent  ravages,  effectually  de-  introducing  the  fin«r  the  depressed 
monstrates  the  futility  of  this  notion,  portion  of  bone  could  be  very  easily 
We  are  seeing  this  exemplified  in  Lon-  detected.  The  man  was  a  little  stupid, 
don  at  the  present  moment :  many  are  ^^d  complained  of  being  sick ;  the 
now  attack^  who  escaped  the  perils  pulse  was  weak ;  the  hands  and  feet 
of  1838.  cold.    The  wound  was  very  carefully 

The  conclusion   to  which  all  this  brought  together  with  adhesive  plaster, 

tends  is,  that  the  phenomena  of  epi-  and  supported  by  a  bandage:  the  hair 

demio  culmination  and  decline  are  as  ^as  removed  from  the  head,  and  the 

little  understood  as  those  of  epidemic  man  sent  to  his  bed.    Two  hoars  after 

origin.      Careful   and  reiterated  ob-  the  accident  I  saw  him  Main :  pain  in 

servations,  on  a  large  scale,  may,  how-  the  head;    skin  hot  ana  dry;  pupils 

ever,  some  day  affora  us  a  clue  towards  slightly  dilated }  has  been  very  sick ; 

the   elucidation   of  these  interesting  pulse  100, 

questions ;  and,  if  Mr.  Farr^s  observe-  V.  S.  Sziv.     Cold  water  to  the  head. 

tions  and  statistical  documents  have  Two  ^;ndns  of  Calomel  erery  aiz  hoon. 


COMPOCIMD  FRACTURB  OF  THB  CRANIUM.  365 

7th.^light  gain  in  the  head ;  skin  ^a«  divided,  and  the  hone  depiesfied  to 

hot  and  dnr.     Sahne  aperients ;  cold  the  depth  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  The 

water  to  the  head.    The  howels  have  uttle  fellow  was  stunned  for  a  short 

been  neely  opened.  ^       .      '  period  only,  vomited,  soon  recovered 

Fejpflrj.— Still  complams  of  pain  j  fts  circulation,  and  in  a  few  hours  ap- 

pulse  lao.  neared  in  its  ordinary  state  of  healtn. 

R  Polv.  Scam.  gr.  tr. ;  Hydrarg.  Chlo*  Nothing  worthy  of  mention  was  done 

ridi,  gr,  iii.  hac  nocte.  for  the  child :  symptoms  were  watehed 

To  continue  to  take  nothing  but  a  J^""'  ^^*  ^^^^  appeared ;  a  piece  of 
little  tea  and  toast-water,  which  has  ^5«  lai-ger  than  a  sixpence  exfohated, 
been  his  only  food  sinoe  his  accident.  »™  aJler  the  wound  healed  a  con- 
Ice  to  the  head.  siderable  depression  remained. 

8th.  — Pupils  more  dilated;    more  -  ^^P*   ni---A   man   employed   in 

pain  in  the  head;  intolerance  of  light  I  building  some    houses  was  standing 

pulse  laO,  hard  and  fuU.  S?*^^'/  ladder,  when  a  piece  of  iron, 

V  o  «_•  o  u_    t    *      •*!.     Mi  the  end  of  which  was  about  the  size  of 

V.S.30J.  Sdine  aperients,  with  antimoiiy.  ^  shilling,  fell  upon  his  head,  passing 

Evening. — ^Blood  drawn  away  a  good  through  the  integuments,  and  beating 

deal  "  bulfed ;"  says  he  is  much  re-  in  a  portion  of  uie  skull.    The  man 

lieved   by    bleeding ;    bowels   freely  said,  *'  That  nothing  was  the    matter 

opened.    Continue  the  saline  mixture  with  him,  that  he  felt  stunned  for  the 

with  emetic  tartar.    Two  grains  of  ca-  moment,  but  was  then  quite  well,  and 

lomel  at  bed  time.  that  if  his  wound  was  done  up  he  could 

9th. — ^Less  pain  in  the  head ;  wound  go  to  work  again."    This  opinion  was 

looks  healthy ;  slight  puffiness  of  the  over-ruled,  and  it  was  decided  that  the 

scalp,  into  which  a  lancet  was  plunged;  trephine  should  be  used,  for  the  pur- 

pupils  still  dilated.    To  have  a  fittle  pos^of  raising  the  depressed  portion  of 

mutton  broth.  bone.      The  man  said   nothing,  not 

lOthd — ^Pain  in  the  right  ear ;  pufii-  knowing  what    a  trephine  was,  but 

ness  of  the   interments  entirely  re-  when  it  was  brought,  declared  "  he 

moved ;  mouth  slightly  affected  bv  the  would  take  very  go^  care  tliat  no  one 

calomel;  pulse  100,  full,  and  rather  najrd.  should  make  a  hole  into  his   head." 

V.  S.  JvUj.    Omit  the  mercury.  1  ^e  wound  was  carefully  closed,  the 

11  i_       %*!_«.  VI     ^      ^  O"^^  ^^^  to  bis  bed,  and  largely  bled : 

nth.— Much  better;   blood  taken  symptoms  were  looked  for,  but  none 

yesterday  buffed ;  pulse  90 ;  skm  moist  arose,  and  in  a  short  time  he  was  quite 

fL  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  3U. ;  Spir.  ^th.  well. 

Nit.  Saa. ;  Aq.  Menth.  Vir.  5X.  aexU        Case  IV.— Mr.  P j  at  the  age  of 

qnaqiie  hor4.    Pulv.  Jaoobi,  gr.  iv. ;  16,  whilst  riding  down  a  very  steep  hill 

Hydrarg.  c.  Creta.  gr.  vl.  hae  nocte.  ^^^  thrown  off  his  horse,  and  fell  with 

Cold  water  to  the  head.  ^^^  great  violence  on  his  head.  When 

I2th.-— Still  improving;  has  now  lit-  taken  up  he  was  quite  insensible,  and 

tie  pain  in  the  part,  and  appears  anxious  a  severe  wound  of  the  head  was  found 

to  leave  his  bed.     He  was,  however,  to  have  been  received.    The  surgeons 

Still  confined  to  his  room,  his  bowels  called  in,  on  examining  the  injury  found 

kept  well  open,  and  his  diet  mutton  that  the  scalp  had  been  divided  over 

broth  and  tea.   He  gradually  recovered  the  right  parietal  eminence,  and  the 

under  this  treatment,  and  is  now  as  bone  below  fhictured  with  considerable 

well  as  before  the  accident.  depression.    According  to  the  admitted 

Casb  II. — ^For  the  particulars  of  this  principles  of  surgery  in  those  days  the 

ease  I  am  indebted  to  my  old  friend  sc^p  was  divided  on  either  side  of  the 

Mr.  Lane,  the  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  wound,  and  the  fracture  traced  out  to 

A  little  bo^  of  the  name  of  Lee,  between  its  idtimate  terminations  with  scrupu- 

foar  and  nve  years  of  age,  was  playing  lous  and  laboured  care.    What  was  to 

in  a  stable  yard,  when  the  shafts  of  a  be  done  ?    Compound  fracture  of  the 

phsBton  fell  upon  his  head,  and  the  skull,  with  depression  and  symptoms  of 

iron  projection  on  the  under  surfece  pressure  upon  the  brain.    The  trephine 

of  the  shaft  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  must  be  used,  and  preparations  were 

the  harness  made  an  indentation  int(^  accordingly  made  for  performing  the 

the  child's  head,  into  which  you  might  operation ;  which,  however,  was  sud- 

place  the  end  of  your  finger.    The  scalp  denly  put  a  stop  to  by  the  gentleman 
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recovering  his  lenses,  and  hj  the  re-  the  use  of  the  trephine.'*    Let  hb  now 

moval  of  all  symptoma  of  concussion  direct  our  attention  io  the  treatmemi  of 

and  compression.    The  question  now  similar  eases. 

arose  whether  it  was  safe  to  allow  the  We  have  selected  the  above  from 

ease  to  go  on  without  elevating  the  several  cases  which  have  come  more 

depressea  portion  of  bone ;  this  part  of  particularly  under  our  own  immediate 

the  business  was,  however,  deciaed  by  observation.    We  have  perhaps  in  the 

the  patient,  who  declared  that  no  opera-  course  of  our  experience  seen  as  many 

tion    should    be  performed :   he  was,  more  do  well  in  which  nature  was  al- 

therefore,  removedliome,  and  the  wound  lowed  to  work  her  own  cure.    We  have 

aJlowed  to  hefeil,  and  notwithstanding  seen  some  get  over  the  operation  of  tre- 

the  additional  scalping  of  the  surgeon,  phining,  have  seen  many  die,  and  have 

it  did  so  without  any  untoward  symp-  from  tnis  circmnstance  been  led  care- 

tom.  Forty  years  have  now  rolled  away  fully  to  examine  the  subject  for  some 

since  the  accident :  the  gentleman  is  years  past,  and  to  come  to  the  conclu- 

still  alive,  with  a  depression  of  the  right  sion  hereafter  mentioned.     If  the  reader 

parietal  bone,  of  about  a  quarter  ofan  wishes  for  additional  cases,  he  may 

inch  deep,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  long ;  refer  to  the  writings  of  Dease,  Desault, 

he  has  never  suffered  any  pain  or  in-  Abemethy,  Crampton,  and  S.  Cooper, 

convenience  from  it :  he  is  the  father  No  operation  nas    been  more  dis- 

of  a  numerous  healthy  family,  one  of  cussed  than  the  one  more  particularly 

them  in  good  practice  as  a  surgeon,  and  under  consideration ;  the  champions  of 

to  him  I  nave  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  trephine  and  the  anti-trephiners 

the  outline  of  this  truly  interesting  appearing  rather  anxious  to  ^in  advo- 

case.  cates  in  fevour  of  their  particular  opi- 

Case  v.— a  man  was  brought  into  nions,  than  to  discuss  the  subject  with 

the  hospital  in  Paris,  under  the  care  of  a  due  regard  to  the  facts  before  them, 

M.  Roux.      He  had  received  a  blow  and  from  facts  alone  to  draw  their  con- 

upon  the  head,  wounding  the  scalp  and  elusions. 

fracturing  the  frontal  bone,  which  was  In  all  cases  of  injury  of  the  head,  it 
considerabhr  depressed.  He  was  quite  will  be  very  important  to  inouire 
insensible  ror  some  time,  but  recovered  whether  the  patient  has  remained  in- 
sufficiently to  walk  to  the  hospital :  he  sensible  from  the  first  infliction  of  the 
complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  which  injury.  If  he  has  done  this  we  have 
he  wished  to  have  dressed,  in  order  in  the  first  instance  every  reason  to 
that  he  might  return  to  his  employment,  hope  that  the  symptoms  are  the  result 
He  was,  however,  advised  to  remain  in  of  concussion.  In  the  case  of  the  little 
the  Hdtel  Dieu,  which  he  did  for  three  boy  Lee,  (Case  II.)  though  stunned  by 
weeks.    JHe  was  only  bled  once,  and  the  blow,  the  brain  gradually  recovered 

kept  upon  a  very  low  diet    The  man    its  proper  functions.    Mr.  P ^(Case 

never  nad  a  baa  symptom,  and  per-  IV.)   remained  insensible  for  a .  con- 

fectly  recoverd.  siderable  time,  until  the  side  of  his  head 

Case  VI. — A  little  boy  was  admitted  was  half  scalped  by  the  surgeon,  and 

into  the  Hospital  of  University  College,  yet  he  awoke  in  time  to  prevent  the 

London,    under    the  care  of  Mr.  S.  operation,  and  remains  alive   to  the 

Cooper,  for  an  injury  of  the  head  re-  present  day.    The  shock  the  brain  has 

ceived  five  weeks  before.    There  was  a  received  by  the  concussion  will  continue 

fracture  with  considerable  depression,  to  diminish,  and   after  a  time  cease 

with  a  wound  leading  down  to  it.    The  altogether,  for  if  the  force  applied,  when 

seat  of  injury  was  the  frontal  bone,  the  the  blow  is  received,  be  not  sufficient 

accident  heme  occasioned  by  a  blow  to  produce  alarming  symptoms,  it  will 

from  the  handle  of  a  pump.    As  the  not  do  so  afterwards,  for  it  is  not  rea- 

lad  was  sensible  he  was  only  bled  and  sonablc  to  suppose  that  a  cause  insuffi- 

pur^ed,   a  cold  lotion  applied  to  the  cient  to  pro^ice  them  in  the  first  in- 

neaa,  and  an  antiphlogistic  diet  strictly  stance  will  do  so  when  its  power  is 

enjoined.      No   serious    indisposition  considerably  diminished.    If  immedi- 

came  on,  and  the  lad  soon  got  well,  ately  after  the  infliction  of  the  injuiy 

although  a  considerable  depression  re-  the  man  gets  up  and  walks  away,  it  is 

mained;  and,  adds  Mr.  Cooper, "  I  have  clear  that  the  brain  has  not  suffered 

seen  many  cases  of  depressed  bone  with  from  concussion;  still  the  patient  re- 

a  wound  of  the  scnlp  do  well  without  quires  to  be  well  watched,  for  in  an 
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hour  be  may  become  drowsy,  perhaps  several  parts,  yet  we  must  also  confess 

insensible,  and  then  the  case  must  be  that  we  have  much  to  learn  before  we 

regarded  as  one  of  compression.    This  can  state  the  manner  in  which  its  seve- 

cannot,  however,  be  of  use  on  all  occa-  ral  functions  are  performed.    We  have 

sions,  for  we  may  have  concussion  and  seen  the  dissection  of  several  brains  in 

compression  combined.    Still  the  rule  which  the  person  was  said  to  have  died 

is  a  i^ood  one,  and  ought  never  to  be  from  concussion  induced  by  a  severe 

lost  sight  of.  blow  upon  the  head,  without  being  able 

In  many  cases  of  concussion  of  the  to  discover  any  traces  of  inflammation, 

brain,  we  nave  seen  much  injury  pro-  and  yet  the  symptoms  during  life  were 

duced  bv  the  abstraction  of  large  quan-  such  as  pointed    to  the  brain  alone 

titles  of  blood.    A  man  falls  from  the  as  the  seat  of  injury.    From  the  want 

top  of  a  house ;  he  is  taken  up  insensi-  of  traces  of  inflammation  after  death  in 

ble,  with  cold  hands  and  feet,  and  a  cases  of  concussion,  as  well  as  from  the 

feeble  pulse.    The  pulse  rises  a  little,  evident  injuiy  we  have  seen  produced 

and  some  blood  is  immediately  taken  during  life,  we  do  think  the  frequent 

away.    It  rises  again,  becomes  a  little  abstraction    of    large     quantities    of 

fuller,  and  some  more  blood  is  added  to  blood  both  uncalled  for  and  inpuriotis 

the  first,  and  this  is  again  and  again  in  cases  of  concussion  of  the  bram.  We 

repeated,  and  in  time  the  pulse  will  remember  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 

become  weaker,  and  the  patient  sinks  knocked  down  by  the  Dart  coach,  in 

and  never  recovers.    We  are  aware  that  the    streets    of    Kensington.      When 

the  opinion  now  expressed  difiers  from  called  upon  to  attend  him,  we  found  his 

that  entertained  by  many  surgeons,  and  arm  bound  up,  and  a  chemist  about  to 

yet  repeated  observations  have  induced  open  a  vein.    The  macn  was  cold ;  his 

us  to  conclude  that  concussion  of  the  bps  bloodless ;  nor  could    either  the 

brain  acts  upon  the  general  system  in  pulse  at  the  wrist  or  the  beating  of  the 

nearly  the   same  manner  ajs  syncope  heart  be  felt     Some  brandy  and  water 

arising  from  irritation,  fever,  grief,  or  was  given ;  he  could  not  swallow.    He 

any  omer  cause,  and  in  the  treatment  of  was  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  rubbed  dry, 

which  blood-letting  is  known  to  be  in-  and  put  into  a  warm  bed ;   the  head 

juriouB.  shaved,  and  covered  with  cloths  dipped 

''Immediate  dissolution,  like  syncope,  in  cold  water.      It  was  twenty-four 

probabl]^  depends  upon  an  aflection  of  hours  before  he  spoke  at  all,  and  many 

the  brain   induced  by  great  loss  of  days  ere  we  could  get  him  to  do  more 

blood,  or  the  loss  of  even  a  very  small  than  answer  "  yes"  or  "  no,"  or  "  leave 

Suantity  in  a  constitution  enfeebled  by  me  alone."     It  was  three  days  before 

isease."    Now  if  this  opinion  of  Dr.  it  was  thought  necessary  to  take  away 

Marshall  Hall  be  correct  (of  which  any  blood.     Eight  ounces  abstracted 

there  can  be  no  doubt)  it  will  appear  reheved  a  fixed  pain  in  the  head,  and 

very  clear  that  the  abstraction  or  even  the  man  perfectly  recovered, 
a  veiy  small  quantity  of  blood,  when        The  question  now  more  particularly 

the  fiinctions  of  the  brain  are  as  it  were  before  us  is,  ought  the  trephine  to  be 

suspended,  and  its  energies  considerably  used  in  cases  oi  compound  fracture  of 

weakened,  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  cranium,  in  the  absence  of  symp- 

the  most  serious  consequences.  toms  indicative  of  pressure  upon  the 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  brain  P 
way  in  which  a  person  five  minutes        It  is,  no  doubt,  a  matter  for  serious 

berore  in  the  possession  of  health,  and  thought,  a  subject  on  which  no  man 

capable  of  supporting  the  evacuation  of  would  venture    to    give   an    opinion, 

a  large  quantity  of  blood,  becomes  by  a  without  first  devoting  to  it  the  most 

blow  upon  the  head,  which  does  not  attentive  consideration.    If  the  bone 

fracture  the  bone,  unable  to  bear  the  could    be    raised    without    additional 

loss  of  a  wineglassfiil,  yet,  nevertheless,  injury  to  the  soft  parts — ^if  the  portion 

attentive  observation  nas  convinced  us  of  skull  could  be  lifted  from  the  brain 

of  the  fact,  and  all  who  take  the  trouble  without  violence,  without  opening  the 

to  read  this  page  of  nature's  work  will  cavity  of  the  cranium,  and  exposing  the 

come  to  the  same  conclusion.    Be  it,  brain  and  its  membranes  to  additional 

however,  remembered  that  although  we  injury — then  we  should  have  no  doubt 

may  have  a  very  correct  knowledge  of  upon  the  matter ;  but  can  we  do  so  ? 

the  structure  of  the  brain  and  of  its  Experience  answers,  no.    If,  however. 
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^fter  waltinfl^  a  reasonable  time,  the  followed  by  intense  inflammatoij  action, 

symptoms  of  compression  remain,  the  propagated  to  the  brain  aifd  its  more 

Eatient  must  hot  oe  left  to  die.    We  immemate  investments.    At  all  events* 

ave  numerous  cases  on  record  in  which  even  if  he  escape  this  danger,  he  is  apt 

theoperation  has  succeeded  in  snatching  to  suffer  at  a  later  period  from  abscess 

individuals  from  the  jaws  of  death :  under  the  bone,  occasioned  and  kept  op 

perhaps  the  most  interesting  is  that  by  the  dead  portions."    This  oj^inion, 

related  by  Mr.  S.  Cooper,  of  a  man  coming  as  it  does  from  this  expenenced 

belonging  to  the  44th  regiment,  who  sui^eon,  demands  our  most  serious  ex« 

was  struck  by  a  musket-ball  on  the  ammation.    The  case  of  Ridley ;  the 

right  parietal  bone,  which  had  been  boy  Lee ;  that  of  the  man  struck  with 

exposed,  but  without  any  appearance  the  iron  bar ;  the  case  of  the  woman 

of  fracture.    The  poor  fellow  being  all  struck  by  a  brass  candlestick,  and  the 

but  dead,  the  trephine   was  applied  i  boykickedbyahorse  inSmithfield(the 

the  extemtd  table  came  away,  snowing  two  latter  related  by  Mr.  Abernethy), 

the  internal  table  driven  into  the  brain:  would  almost  cause  us  to  pause  ere  we 

this  was  removed ;  the  man  at  once  got  resorted  to  the  operation,  even  in  punc- 

up,  dressed  himself,  and  perfectly  re-  tured  fracture.    Is  it  too  late  to  have 

gained  his  health,  without  a  sinele  bad  recourse  to  it  at  a  later  period,  when  we 

symptom.  But  in  the  absence  of  symp-  have  symptoms  proving  such  injury  to 

toms  denoting  pressure  upon  the  brain,  exist  ? 

we  are  justified  in  leaving  the  case  We  think  the  case  of  the  nephew 

without  the  performance  orthis  opera-  of  Lord  Brougham,  related  by   Mr. 

tion.    The  cases  already  quoted,  the  Crampton,  bears  upon  this  point,  and 

numerous  ones  on  record,  prove  that  proves   that   even  fragments  may  be 

the  brain  may  bear  a  slight  degree  of  driven  into  the  substance  of  the  brain 

pressure  without  injury.    **  But  you  do  without  their   inunediate   abstraction 

not  trephine   for   83rmpt6ms  that  are  beine  reduired  or  warranted,  although 

present ;  yon  do  so  to  prevent  others  we  snouM  endeavour  to  remove  them 

which  may  possibly  arise."    If,  how-  as  a  general  rule;  nevertheless  it  will 

ever,  the  brain  accommodates  itself  to  be  sure  to  have  exceptions.    In  the 

the  pressure  in  the  first  instance,  we  case  just  mentioned  the  moment  Mr. 

are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  it  will  Crampton  touched  a  large  portion  of 

not  continue  to  do  so :  if  it  peitbrms  its  bone  with  the  intention  of  removing  it, 

proper  functions  soon  after  the  inflic-  (for  the  fra^ent  was  buried  in   the 

tion  of  the  injury,  neither  reason  nor  brain,)  the    oody   became  convulsed, 

experience  teaches  that  it  will  not  do  and  the  batient  moaned  deeply;    all 

so  throughout  the  patient's  life,  as  in  further  em>rts  were  desisted  from — the 

Case  I.,  Case  IV.,  and  the  cases  related  case  was  left  to  nature — strict  antiphlo- 

by  Mr.  Abemethy  and  others;  and* it  is  gistie  measures  resorted  to,  and  at  the 

notorious  that  the  experienced  Desault,  end  of  twenty-two  days  the  small  pieces 

in  the  last  years  of  his  practice,  aban-  of  bone  were  discharged  by  the  process 

doned  the  operation  altogether,  owincr  of  nature.    And  what  says  the  expe- 

to  the  dreadml  fatality  wnich  attended  rience  of  an  old  army-surgeon— of  Mr. 

it  in  the  HdtelDieu;  and  even  now,  S.Cooper?    If  the  depressed  portion  of 

both   in    France    and    England,    the  bone  be  denuded  bv  a  wound  of  the 

opinion   of  its    most  strenuous  sup-  scalp,  a  trial  to  raise  it  with  the  elevator 

porters  begins  to  wave.  may  sometimes  be  proper,  even  though 

Mr.  Liston,  in  his  work  on  Operative  ur^nt  symptoms  of  pressure  do  not 

Surgery,  remarks  that  the  upper  part  of  exist :   in  such  cases   Sir  A.   Cooper 

the  Drain  often  bears  from  the  first  a  sanctions  the  use  of  the  trephine;  yet 

great  deal  of  pressure  with  impunity,  my    own    experience    and    refJections 

or  it  becomes  accustomed  to  it,  or  the  would  induce  me  to  abstain  from  the 

symptoms  abate,  the  patient  recovering,  operation. 

with  a  great  portion  of  the  bone  com-  Cask  VII. — Since  the  above  portion 

pletely  under  its  natural  level    He,  of  the  paper  was  written,  in  looking 

however,  contends  that  the  use  of  the  over  an  old  note-book,  I  find  the  case 

trephine  is  necessary  in  punctured  frac-  of  a  man  attended  by  me  about  two 

tures:  "the  presence  of^the  numerous  years  ago.    In  that  colony  of  Irish, 

sharp  spicule  from  the  internal  table,  Kensin^n  Buildings,  a  policeman  in- 

for  even  a  short  period,  is  frequently  formed  me  that  a  fignt  had  taken  place. 
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and  on  following  him  to  the  spot  we  might  hav0  got  well;  no  bad  63rmptom8 

found  a  poor  fefiow  upon  the  ground  might  have  arisen  had  the  same  anti- 

eenseless.     Upon  cleansing  his  head  phlogistic  treatment  been  resorted  to, 

from  the  mass  of  clotted  hair  and  blood  and  had  the  result  been  the  same  the 

which  was  upon  it,  three  very  severe  advocate  for  the  trephine  would  have 

wounds  were  discovered.    The   scalp  quoted  it  as  an  instance  of  the  necessity 

was  much  injured,  owing  to  the  wretcn  of  elevating  the  bone  in  all  cases,  to 

who  inflicted  the  injury  having  first  prevent   symptoms  which  were   kept 

beaten  his  victim  with  a  stone,  and  down  by  the  lancet  and  purgative^, 

then  jumped  upon  him  with  his  nailed  without  running  the  risk,  or  exposing 

boots.    One  or  the  wounds  extended  the  brain. 

from  the  temporal  to  the  parietal  bones.        We  therefore  Bxe  justifled  in  coming 

and  on  introducing  the  finger  a  fracture  to  the  conclusion  tnat  the  brain  can 

wi^  very  considerable  depression  pre-  bear  '  considerable    pressure,   without 

sented  itself.     While   debating  what  injury ;  nor  can  we  see  what  arpfuments 

should  be  done,  the  man  began  to  turn  can  oe  brought  to  bear  agamst  the 

in  his  bed,  was  sick,  and  shortly  after  opinion  of  Aoemethy,  that  the  brain 

snoke,  asking  **  if  they  had  got  Black  accommodates  itself  to  the   pressure, 

Ned,"  which  it  appeared  was  the  name  and  that  which  can  be  sustained  at 

of  the  man  who  nad  injured  him.    He  first  is  not  likely  to  be  productive  of 

was  bled,  the  bowels  well  opened,  and  injury  at  some  future  period.    Even 

a  poultice  applied  to  the  head,  for  it  if  in  cases  of  internal  fracture  the 

was  vain  to  attempt  to  heal  the  -wound  internal  table  is  starred— if  fra^ents 

by  the  fiirst  intention ;    yet,  notwith-  are  driven, upon  the  brain,  we  thmk  we 

standing  the  depression  of  the  bone,  are  not   justified   in    performing  the 

the  age  of  the  patient  (forty-six),  the  operation  in  the  absence  of  symptoms 

contusion  of  the  integuments,  and  a  denoting  such  a  state  of  things  to  be 

constitution  enfeebled  by  want  and  in-  present.     Mr.  Birch  relates  the  case  of 

temperance,  the  man  recovered  without  a  negro,  who  received  a  blow  upon  his 

a  bad  symptom.  head,  fracturing   the   skull.    Shortly 

It  will  then,  we  think,  appear  that  afterwards  he  was  seized  with  epileptic 
we  have  before  us  a  sufficient  number  fits,  which  continued  for  many  vears. 
of  facts  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that.  He  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  and 
in  numerous  cases  in  which  the  skull  a  portion  of  the  bone  found  still  de- 
has  been  fractured,  and  the  bone  driven  pressed.  It  was  removed  with  a  trephine 
down  upon  the  brain,  no  inconvenience  with  considerable  difficulty,  owing  to  a 
has  been  experienced  by  the  patient,  little  spica  of  bone  which  had  entered 
That  some  dcCTee  of  pressure  can  be  the  dura-mater,  and  penetrated  the 
sustained  by  tne  brain  is  clear  in  the  brain.  The  man  perfectly  recovered, 
first  instance  from  the  absence  of  pain  If  the  operation  were  in  itself  unat- 
or  headache  immediately  after  the  tended  with  danger,  that  would  be  an 
injury ;  that  such  inconvenience  does  unanswerable  argument  for  its  employ- 
not  arise  long  afterwards  is  obvious  by  ment  in  all  cases  of  compound  fracture 
an  examination  of  numerous  cases ;  that  with  depression ;  but  this  unfortunately 

ofMr.P ^,  (Case  IV.)  is  confirmatory  is  not  the  case.    Now,  as  it  can  be 

of  the  fact,  as  are  also  the  cases  related  clearly  proved  that  injury  done  to  the 

by  Mi,  Abemethy  and  Mr.  Hill.  integuments  and  bone,  where  there  is 

We  grant  that  severe  indisposition  neitner  fracture  nor  concussion,  is  often 

frequently  continues  before  the  patient  productive  of  fatal  inflammation  of  the 

returns  to  a  state  of  health — ^we  grant  brain,  the   argument  to   employ  the 

that  after  severe  fracture,  with  depres-  trephine  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 

sion,  the  issue  is  often  doubtful,  and  inflammation  is  untenable,  for  the  addi- 

the  scale  is  poised  equidistant  between  tibnal  injury  inflicted  in  its  application 

life  and  death ;  but  while  we  admit  this  wUl  tend  rather  to  increase  than  to 

we  must  admit  also  that  these  symp-  diminish  it. 

toms  are  often  present  in  cases  in  which  We  come  not  then  to  this  conviction 
the  bone  has  been  elevated,  and  in  without  a  due  examination  of  the  sub- 
cases where  you  have  no  fi'acture,  but  ject;  but  with  nuifterous  facts  before 
simply  a  woond  in  the  integuments,  us  we  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
Haa  tne  trephine  been  used  in  the  cw$e  — we  can  lay  down  no  other  rule  than 
of  the  groom  of  Earl  Spencer  the  man  this,  viz.  That  the  trephine  ought  never 
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to  be  used,  even  in  cases  of  compooiid    performed  in  England,  it  may  not  per- 
firactore  of  the  bones  of  the  head  with    haps  be  deemed  an  unacceptable  eom> 

depression,  without  symptoms  denoting  munication  to  your  valuable  joamal. 
pressure  upon  the  brain.  The  subject  of  operation  waa  a  lad. 

It  appears  that  no  harm  results  from  17  years  of  age,  who  had  been  aflfected 
delaying  the  operation;  it  is  proved  with  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine  three 
that  cases  frequently  do  well  without  it;  years.  His  business  was  tnat  of  a 
it  is  proved  that  if  antiphlogistic  mea-  printer,  in  whic^  occupation  he  was 
sures  are  continued  upon  the  subsi-  daily  employed  in  pullm^  the  pRss, 
dence  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms  whereby  ne  was  in  the  habit  of  putting 
attendant  upon  or  immediately  lollowinfip  into  excessive  action  the  latissimns  dovsi 
the  injury,  the  pressure  maybe  found  and  ihomboid  muscles  of  the  right 
of  little  consequence.  Nothing  is  lost  side,  whilst  those  on  the  opposite  were 
by  delay.  The  risk  of  increasing  the  comparativelyinactivetUieeoaseqiience 
danger  by  operating  upon  parts  in  an  of  this  was,  tnat  in  six  months  after  his 
active  state  of  inflammation  is  avoided ;  apprenticeship  to  the  business  he  began 
at  any  rate  you  avoid  the  danger  of  in-  to  feel  an  uneasiness,  and,  as  he  de- 
creasing ^e  inflammatory  action  set  scribes  it,  a  burning  sensation  in  the 
up  in  the  parts  by  the  injury  inflicted,  upper  and  rig^t  side  of  the  back :  this 
and  the  reasonable  hope  may  safely  be  was  Portly  after  followed  by  an  en- 
indulged,  that  in  the  great  raajcxity  of  largement  of  the  right  shoulder,  and  a 
cases  the  dancer  will  not  be  incurred  lateral  curvature  in  the  dorsal  region, 
of  making  a  nole  into  the  cranium.  This  continued  to  increase,  so  that 
through  ^iniich  the  brain  will  be  very  when  he  appUed  to  me,  aboot  eight 
liable  to  protrude.  months  since,  the  deformity  was  very 

Doctor  Reese,  of  America,  informs  striking.    On  examining  the  back,   I 

us  "that   in    the  United  States  the  found  the  deviation  to  extend  from  die 

trephine  is  now  much  more  seldom  last  cervical  to  about  the  sixth  donal 

used  than  formerly :"  in  France  and  vertebra :  below  this  the  vertebne  snf- 

Englanditisdailygrowinff  into  disuse:  fered  no  displacement,  but  occupied 

it  is  an  operation  not  to  be  performed  precisely  the  mesial  line  of  the  back, — a 

•without  the  most  urgent  necessity —  circumstance  most  unusual  in  a  case  of 

"  gravis  tamen  satis  est  operatio,  ut  so  long  standin^^.    The  right  ^oolder 

nunouam  nisi  indicationes  adsint  in-  was  considerably   elevated  above  ito 

stitm  debet"  fellow,  with  a  correspon^g  displace- 

In  reading  over  what  we  have  already  ment  of  the  clavicle,  but  there  was  no 

written  we  find  that  we  have  omitted  excurvation  of  the  ribs :  on  eitiier  side 

to  caution  the  patient  as  to  the  mode'  they  retained  their  natural  situations, 
of  life  to  be  led  for  months  after  the        The  rhomboid  and  trapesius  muscles 

infliction  of  an  injury  of  this  nature,  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  by  bringing 

Excesses  of  any  kind  must  be  carefully  the  forearm  across  the  chest  were  so 

avoided,  the  bowels  kept  constantly  stretched  that  a  finder  could  easOy  be 

open  by  aperient  medicines,  and  every  passed  beneath  the  rhomboideus  minor, 

thing  snunUed  that  can  tend  to  produce  The  muscles  on  the  left  side  were  so 

the  Slightest  excitement  of  the  system,  diminished  in  bulk  that  they  could 

Bath  Place,  Kennngton,  Oct.  1640.  scarcelv  be  traced, — a  circumstance  I 
hold  01  great  importance  in  the  opera- 
tion. 
NEW  OPERATION    FOR  LATERAL        His  general  health  had  been  good, 

CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPINE.  with  the  exception  of  sufiering  occa- 
sionaUy  from  enlarged  cerrical  glands. 

3b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^f  ^«  ™«"^8  ^^oiSd  not  allow  him  to 

adopt  my  regular  course  of  treatment 

Si»t  for  these  affections,  I  recommended  him 

I  FEEL  much  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  to  keep  as  much  as  possible  in  the 

youtheparticularsofan  operation  which  prone  position,  to  use  my  extension 

1  performed  on  Wednesoay  last,  in  the  apparatus,  and  to  employ  certain  forms 

presence   of  Mr*Coulson,    and   Mr.  of  exercise. 

White,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  In  consequence  of  the  nature  of  his 

the  Medical  School,  Aldersgate  Street ;  employment  he  was  prevented  from  pur- 

anda8itisonethathasneveA>efoTebeen  suing  this  course  with  the  regularity 
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vuhcdy  and  the  right  arm  was  daily  become  ehortened,  acquine  an  increase 

4)ceupi«d  in  .palling  the  printing  press,  of  action,  and  are  firmer  and  strong. 

I  lost  sight  of  him  until  last  week,  when  This  case  also  strengthens  the  views 

he  again  applied  to  me,  and  not  finding  I  have  adopted  in  the  third  section  of 

•the  slightest  improvement  in  the  state  my  work  on  *'  Lateral  Curvature,"  and 

of  his  haekf  I  explained  to  him  the  na-  which  I  think  prove  beyond  a  doubt 

ture  of  an  operation  which  had  been  the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Shaw's  argument,  in^ 

performed  by  M.  Guerin,  in  Paris,  and  regarding  the  deformity  of  the  dorsal 

lately  by  Dr.'  Hunter,  of  Glasgow,  and  vertebrs  as  a  result  only  of  a  primary 

recommended  him  to  undergo  it,  as  the  curve  at  the  loins ;    for  in  this  instance 

only  probable  means  of  effecting  a  cure  ;  not  the  slightest  trace  of   deformity 

and  without  hesitation  he  assented.  existed  below  the  sixth  dorsal  vertebra. 

The    patient    being    placed  in  the-  I  remain,  sir, 

pione  position,  with  the  chest  consi-  Your  obedient  servant, 

iderably  dkevated,  and  the  head  hanging  G.  B.  Childs. 

over  the  table,  Mr.  Coulson  produced  ^^od  St.,  Che.p«ide,  Nov.  «ih,  1840. 

tension  of  the  muscles  on  the  concave    

side  of  the  ciu^e  by  drawing  the  left 

arm  forwards,  whilst  Mr.   White,  by  PIT  AGE  FOR  VACCINATION. 

raising  the  right  shoulder  upwards  and  

outwards,    kept    the  ^rhomhoid     and  y^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^j^^  j^^^^^^  g^^^^^^^ 
trapeeiufi  on  the  stretch.    I  then  intro- 

duced  my  knife  (whidi  was  about  four  ^^^f 

inches  in  length,  and  the  eighth  of  an  On  reading  the  regulations  regarding 

inch  in  breadui)  as  cloae  to  the  ribs  as  Vaccination,  issued  by  the  Guardians 

possible,  nddw^y  between  the  inferior  of  different  parishes,  as  authorized  by 

•angle  of  the  scapula  uid  the  spinal  a  recent  act  of  parliament,  they  gave 

column,  and  carried  it  upwaxds  as  for  me  the  impression  that  very  cux:um- 

as  its  superior  9ngie :  I  uien  withdrew  scribed  views  must  have  been  taken  by 

the  knife,  bringing  its  cutting  edge  in  parliament  when  it  passed  that  enact- 

contact  with  the  anterior  surface  of  the  -ment.      In  the  first  place,  it  inwlies 

muscles,  and  as  close  as  possible  to  the  that  small-pox  can  only  be  engenoered 

integuments,  without  wounding  them,  from  personal  infection,  and  aims  at 

imd  in  this  way  completed  the  opera-  its  complete  extermination.      In   the 

tion,  which  occupied  less  than  a  minute,  second  place,  the  proposed  means  of 

The  loss  of  blood  was  trifling,  and  the  accomphshing  this  desideratum  is  the 

patient  complained  of  very  little  pain,  vaccination  of  infants  at  the  early  age 

This  case  is  interesting,  inasmuch  a^  of  six  weeks. 

it  establishes  the  hct,  that  deformities  Before  this  doctrine  of  extermination 

€i  the  spinal  column  are  not  alwajcs  was   made  the   basis  of   such    re^u- 

dspendent  on  a  diseased  action  of  the  lations,  the  main  point  of  the  doctrine 

muscles  on  the  concave  side  of  the  itself  should  have  been  established,  viz. 

curve,  but  that  many  of  the  occupations  thatsmall-pox, — unlike  hooping-cough, 

of   life  have  a  tendency  to  produce  measles,    or    chicken-pox, —  nas    no 

lataral  curvature  of  the  spine,  by  ex-  other  origin  than  that  of  being  imparted 

citing  unequal  power  over  the  antago-  from  one  individual  to  another.     This 

niang  muscles,  and  on  one  side  re-  point  has  not,  however,  been  proved : 

versing  the  mode  of  action,  as  was  seen  on  the  contrary,  the  faculty  could  pro- 

in  this  case,  the  shoulder  being  made  a  duce   an    abundance   of   evidence    to 

fixed  point  towards  which  the  spine  prove  that  small-pox  often  springs  up, 

was  forcibly  drawn.  m    an    isolated    manner,   in    towns, 

In  the  curvatures  that  are  met  with  villages,  and  in  districts,  under  circum- 

amongst  young  children  and  delicate  stances  which  afford  no  reason  what- 

females,  a  totally  different  course  is  at  ever  to  refer  it  to  an  infectious  origin, 

work,  and  the  muscles  on  the  convex  but  as  if  enjgendered,  independently, 

side  of  the  curve  are  considerably  di-  in  the  individual's  own  frame ;    and 

minisbed  in  size  and  densitv  in  conse-  that  it  sometimes  makes  its  appearance 

quence  of  their  elongation ;  being  made  as  an  epidemic,  in  different  parts  of  a 

to  take  a  circular  coiuve  around  the  -town,  at  periods  within  a  day  or  two  ei 

projecting  vertebnaB,  and,  b^  the  same  eaek  other, 

rule,  those  on  the  opposite  aide  having  Although  the  puUic  may  be  lulled 
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by  an  act  of  parliament  into  a  false  general  vaccination  of  the  poor  ebOdfeii 

notion    of  security,   yet   the   faculty  of  this  kingdom  than  the  plan  about  lo 

wouldeicpect,— even  if  the  disease  could,  be  adopted. — I  am,  sir, 

by  early   vaccination,   be  completely  Your  obedient  aervant, 

extingmshed    for    a   time,    which  is  Henry  8.  Ssarxx. 

scarcely  possible,— that    it  would,    if  Qaeen's  Place,  Kenningtoo  Oommoiiy 

vaccination  were  then  to  be  neglected,    Nov.  isth,  I840. 

soon  spring  up  again  as  an  epidemic. 

With  regard  to  the  period^  of  vacci-  ERGOT— RUPTURE  OF  UTERUS- 

nation.  Vaccination  on  the  sixth  week  _. 

to  fulfil.     In  making  this  remark  I  Sir, 


shall  probably  differ  m>m  most  of  the  Should  you  deem  the  following 

faculty;    let  it  be,  however,  remem-  of  sufficient  interest,   I   should    fed 

bered  that  a  new-bom  infant  is  formed  obliged  by  its  insertion  in  yoor  valu> 

of  merely    a    temporary    substance,  able  periodical. — I  am,  sir, 
scarcely  any  part  of  which  continues  Your  obedient  servant^ 

to  compose  the  body  of  the  child  when  George  Coward. 

six  or  ei^ht  months  old.    Therefore,  to      Loodon,  Nor.  19,  IMO. 
implant  in  this  changeable  body  the 

pnncipal  of  the  vaccine  virus  is  not  to  A  poor  woman  having  been  in  labour 
endow  its  future  substance  with  the  for  some  hours,  and  the  pains,  althoufffa 
power  of  resisting  the  infection  of  regular,  not  e^ctual,  the  midwife 
smaU-pox.  I  am  induced  to  submit  who  was  in  attendance,  without  regard 
this  pronosition  for  the  consideration  of  either  to  the  dilatation  of  the  as  nteriy 
the  raculty,  it  having  been  my  practice  or  the  condition  of  the  soft  parts  gene- 
not  to  vaccinate  children  at  an  earlier  rally,  administered  a  poweniii  dose  oi 
age  than  eight  months,  unless  small-  the  secale  comutum,  nom  impatienee^ 
pox  were  occurring  close  in  the  neigh-  unguided  by  judgment.  The  medi- 
bourhood,  and  not  having  had,  in  con-  cine,  after  tne  usual  interval,  produced 
sequence  I  presume,  a  single  case  of  most  rapid  and  violent  contractionB. 
failure.  I  should  expect  that  if  an  And,  as  in  this  case,  extieme  rigidity 
account  were  to  be  furnished  of  the  of  the  os  internum  existed,  the  main 
respective  ages  at  which  vaccination  force  of  the  uterine  contraction  was 
had  been  performed  in  any  given  num-  expended  on  the  womb  itself.  Now 
bcr  of  cases  Of  failure,  that  the  fre-  the  uterus  for  some  time  sustained 
queue V  of  failure  would  correspond  'uninjured  this  violence  and  intensity 
with  tne  earliness  of  vaccination.  of  action ;  but,  after  some  time,  pros- 
If  these  premises  should  prove  cor-  tration  succeeded  to  excitement.  The 
rect,  the  observance  of  the  reflations  pulse  became  rapid  and  feeble ;  the 
issued  by  the  parish  authorities  will  skin  cold,  and  covered  with  a  clammv 
tend  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  perspiration ;  the  features  coHapseo, 
small-pox  during-  infancy  only,  but  and  the  countenance  expressive  of 
greatly  to  increase  the  number  of  anxiety;  tiie  uterus  had  given  way, 
failures  which  will  occur  at  later  a  thinning  having  existed  opposite  the 
periods.  For  the  poor  will  not  be  promontory  of  tne  sacrum,  as  post- 
much  disposed  to  take  their  children  mortem  examination  ultimately  proved, 
to  be  vaccinated  a  second  time;  in  The  gentleman  with  whom  I  resided 
short,  the  instances  of  small-pox  occur-  was  summoned  at  this  stage  of  the 
ring  after  vaccination,  whether  it  had  case  by  the  midwife.  He  found  her  pale 
been  performed  too  earlv  or  not,  have  and  moribund;  and,  in  &ct,she  expired 
been  so  numerous,  that  the  majority  of  almost  immediately  on  his  arrival  by 
the  poor  have  lost  their  confidence  in  the  bed-side.  On  post-mortem  exami- 
vaccmation  as  a  preventive  of  small-  nation,  a  laige  irregular  lacerated  open- 
pox.  Government  should,  therefore,  ing,  extending  somewhat  transversely, 
nave  provided  that  they  should,  as  well  waa  found  at  the  lower  and  posterior 
as  the  surgeon,  receive  a  gratuitv  on  part  of  the  uterus,  originally  formed  by 
each  occasion ;  which  gratuity,  now-  its  neck :  the  cluld  lay  in  the  cavity 
ever  small,  would  have  proved  a  much  of  the  abdomen,  which  also  containea 
more  effectual  means   of  securing  a  a  few  ounces  of  blood. 
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Remarks.— The  phenomena  of  the  hour  from  the  firat  time  I  saw  him,  the 

foregoing  case  must  clearlv  prove,  to  action  of  the  organ  became  impercepti- 

every  unprejudiced  mind,  tnat  ergot  is  ble  both  to  the  hand  and  ear.     Mus- 

capable  of  acting  immediately  on  the  tard  poultices  were  applied  to  the  calves 

uterus,  and  that  with  ^at  violence,  of  the  legs  and  epigastrium,  and  other 

not  simply  **  by  influencing  the  ima£[i-  remedies   were    ineffectually  resorted 

nation :"    how   else  can  we  explain  to. 

the  severity    of    the   uterine    action  An  autopsy  discovered  a  ruptured 

which  I  have  alluded  to  ?  so  violent,  vessel  at  tne  base  of  the  brain,  from 

indeed,  as  to  lead  to  its  rupture,  and  which  a  quantity  of  blood  had  escaped 

the  iatal  consequences.    That  the  ergot,  even  to  tne  distension  of  the  lateral 

when  administered  with  proper  judff-  ventricles. 

ment  and  precaution,  is  an  invaluable  Remarks. — ^The  continuance  of  the 
remedy,  in  want  of  action  in  the  uterus,  heart's  action  in  this  case,  for  so  lon^  a 
when  no  mechanical  obstacle  exists,  period  after  the  function  of  respiration 
appertaining  either  to  the  mother  or  nad  altogether  ceased,  is  very  remark- 
tne  foDtus,  IS  now  pretty  generally  ac-  able.  In  cases  where  persons  have 
knowledged.  This  point  needs  no  fur-  been  attacked  in  a  manner  similar  to 
ther  comment.  I  snail  terminate  by  this,  and  where  post-mortem  examina- 
aaying,  that  its  action  is  frequently  dons  have  exhibited  effosion  of  blood 
violent,  and  should,  therefore,  be  in  the  brain  from  a  ruptured  vessel,  I 
avoided  in  all  cases  where  existing  have  observed  the  heart's  action  to 
circumstances  do  not  absolutely  demand  have  ceased  in  a  few  minutes  after  the 
obstetric  interference.  function  of  respiration  was  arrested ; 
' ' and  in  no  case  am  I  aware  that  the 
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RATION.  Xhe  quantity  of  blood  which  the  lun^ 

contained  at  the  time  that  the  respi- 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ratory  movements  were  put  a  stop  to 

gm  by  the  compression  of  the  brain  and 

Conceiving  the  following  case  to  be  an  medulla  obfonffata,  and  the  constant 

unusual  one,  and  not  devoid  of  in-  supply  of  blood  derived  by  the  heart 

tcrest,  I  take  the  Hberty  of  communi-  "P™  ,™s  source,  doubtless  acted  as  a 

eating  it  for  insertion  in  your  journal,  stimulus  to  that    organ,  exciting  its 

I  am  sir  contraction  so  long  as  the  supply  was 

Your  obedient  ^rvant,  ailbrded,  and  as  tliis  supply  became 

Rob.  Gorton  Coombb.  *^^»  ^  ^^  *"®  contractions  of  the 

*  finally  ceased. 

Case. — William  Blake,  flBt.  60,  on  On  looking  over  an  interesting  article 
Wednesdav,  October  i4th,  was  taken  in  the  Cyclopeedia  of  Surgery,  by  Mr. 
suddenly  ill  whilst  at  work.  I  saw  him  P.  Bennett  Lucas,  on  the  "  Theorv  of 
immediately,  and  found  him  insensible.  Asphyxia,"  I  find  that  the  arrest  of  the 
Hit  regpiration  had  quUe  ceased.  His  circulation  first  takes  place  in  the 
extremities  were  warm,  and  not  at  all  capillary  vessels  of  the  lunra:  therefore 
paralyzed,  but  now  and  then  they  were  the  lone-continued  supply  of  blood 
slightly  convulsed.  His  eyes  were  which  the  heart  in  this  instance  re- 
fixed  and  glassy.  The  external  jugular  ceived  must  have  been  derived  from 
veins,  and  all  the  superficial  veins  of  the  larger  pulmonic  trunks,  and  from 
the  head  and  neck,  were  greatly  dis-  the  venous  trunks  of  the  system  gene- 
tended.  His  countenance  was  livid,  rally;  and  the  quantity  of  venous  blood 
and  the  tongue  slightly  protruded,  in  this  patient's  body  would  be  consl- 
When  I  first  saw  him  the  action  of  his  derable,  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
heart  was  uninterrupted,  and  continued  being  a  robust  man,  and  from  none  of 
to  beat  with  energy  for  ten  minutes,  that  fluid  having  been  taken  away  by 
After  this  it  continued  its  action,  but  venesection ;  thus  corroborating  Mr. 
with  less  energy,  for  twenty  minutes,  Lucas's  views  on  this  subject,  viz.  that 
beine  at  one  time  very  distinct,  and  at  the  heart  will  continue  to  beat  as  long 
another  almost  imperceptible,  until,  at  as  it  receives  a  sufficient  supply  of  even 
the  expiration  of  three  quarters  of  an  venous  blood. 
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From  the  oonvukions  of  the  extre^  19th — Still   comatose;    oonvolshre 

mities  which  occasionally  manifested  jerking  of  left  leg  and  arm. 

themselves  during  the  attack,  I  con-  Repetatur  vmeiectio  ad  ^ij. 

ceive  that  the  facta  of  this  case  likewise  *»...«       ^j*       -^ui 

confirm  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Kay,  (quoted  Patient  attempted  to  seize  the  lancet, 

in  the  above:named  article)  in  opposi-  ^^^g  ^^^  first  sign  of  consciousness  she 

tion  to  the  theory  of  Bichat,  viz.  that  ^^  given  since  conunencement  of  lU- 

venous  Wood  "  is  capable  of  cxcithig,  °e«s ;  continue  cold  to  head,  and  repeat 

instead  of  destroying,  the  contractility  ^^"X®°^ti?  I  I  .. 

of  the  muscles."  20tli.--Much  better;   no  coma;   no 

convulsions;  has  been  able  to  take  a 
-^  little  tea  and  toast  for  breakfast;  answers 

PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS.  ^^^^^  spoken  to ;  complains  of  pain  of 

head ;  belly  much  smaller  from  descent 
of  the  uterus.     Shave  the  head   and 

7b  tie  SMor  ./  M<  ifedical  Gaxtt,.  ''"^f  j' ^*  "f'^^lt^L  ^'^'ll  ^'^' 

^  ever,  was  not  done  till  the  following^ 

Sir,  day ;)  to  be  sent  for  when  labour  com- 

Should  you  think  the  following  case  mences. 

of  puerperal  convulsions  worthy  of  a  4  p.m.— -Has  been  in  labour  for  some 

place  in  your  valuable  journal,  I  shall  time ;  uterus  and  vagina  laid  into  one 

feel  obliged  by  your  inserting  it.  continuous  passa&^c  ;    head  presents  ; 

I  am,  sir,  puffy  tumor  of  scalp ;  bones  of  cranium 

Your  obedient  servant,  widely  separated. 

James  Kir  k.  6  p.m. — Labour  just  concluded ;  child 

405,  Gallowjfate,  Glasgow,  still,  as  was  to  be  expected ;   placenta 

Oct.  28, 1840.  ^^  jjQl  follow  readily  j  patient  inco- 

October  18th,  1839,  8  a.m.,  was  re-  herent.    To  be  well  watched.    Both 

quested  tosee  Mrs.G ,  a  fine  healthy  foetus  and  placenta  seemed  healthy. 

young  woman,  in  the  ninth  month  21st.— Neither  coma  nor  convulsions, 
of  her  first  pregnancy,  who  was  said  ^^*  t^^y  ^?v®  ^^^  succeeded  by  puer- 
to  have  fallen  suddenly  into  a  nervous  P®"^  mania,  for  which  the  head  was 
state  at  seven  this  morning.  On  in-  shaved,  and  a  sinapism  applied  over 
guiring  if  any  cause  could  be  assigned  ^^  whole  scalp ;  this  was  followed  by 
for  this  state,  learned  that  she  had  been  *  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
alarmed  during  the  night  by  a  cat  which  ^^®  *^*^  of  the  camphor  mixtore,  while 
had  concealed  itself  in  her  bed-room,  sleep  was  procured  by  a  draught  con- 
On  arriving,  found  patient  in  bed;  in-  taininghyoscyamus,  ether,  and  valerian, 
sensible  ;  pulse  quick,  but  becoming  Under  this  treatment  she  recovered  so 
slower  every  time  it  is  felt  j  pupils  well  as  to  be  able  to  be  sent  to  the 
dilated  j  breathing  performed  with  a  country  a  fortnight  after  confinement, 
snoring  sound ;  distortion  of  the  coun^ 
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tenance,  and  convulsions  of  the  whole  ik^TnTxTn  at     /^  a  ^      ^ 

body ;  does  not  answer  when  spoken  MCDICAL   GAZEiTtl. 

to.    In  feet,  carus  with  convukions.  fWdoy,  Norm J*r  27, 1840. 

flat    veneseotio  ad  Jzziv. ;   et  habeat  

tUtim  enema  cum    Ol.  Terebinth.  5i.  «»,  ^        «      «    *  ..                .... 

^t^  on  ^o..   Lotto  fngidacpfti  ZYTJ^^lil^^^rZ^-.'^XZ 

capiUis  pnua  abscisais.  publicum  tit,  dicendi  periculnm  non  nauo," 

10  A.M.— No  better ;   gnly  orte  stool  Cicaso. 

from  injection  )  has  had  nothing  re- 
sembling labour  pains  j  os  uteri  cannot  FARTHER  INTESTIGATION 
be  felt  on  examination.  RESPECTING   THE    DEATH    OF 
R  Sub.  Mur.  Hyd.  gr.  v. ;  Pulv.  Scam-  ELIZABETH  FRIRY. 

S^af 8uVm^^'  ^"^^'  ^"'  ^'   ^  This  «markable  case  continues,  and 

A-^     r,        1  .                            ^.„  v^ry  deservedly,  to  be  the  subject  of 

4  P.M. — Convulsions  gone ;  coma  still  .       .       mv       '     .           -                 , 

present    Continue  cold  lotion  to  the  ^^^^^^y-  The  question,  as  far  as  regards 

head.  poor  Friry  herself,  is  one  of  the  most 

Sinapismata  pedilms*               .  painful  interest.  Was  her  death  merely 
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hastened  by  neglect,  and  her  last  hours  tore  to  suppose  that  he  will  lean  to  the 
embittered  by  those  who  should  have  gyie  of  Uiose  who  prescribe,  rather  than 
aflfordcd  her  reUef;  or  did  she  die  of  to  thatof  the  men  who  diiii,  the  water- 
actual  starvation?  But  when  we  ask  gnid;  that  he  will  endeavour  to  per- 
how  many  more  victims  may  have  been  gpade  himself  that  dietaries  can  scarcely 
offered  to  the  Moloch  of  economy—  be  too  spare,  or  reUeving  officers  too 
when  we  consider  how  many  of  these  austere  P  Let  us  rejoice,  therelbre,  that 
wretched  outcasts  may  sleep  in  the  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Friry  has  been  ao 
cemeteries  of  England,  their  fate  scarce  z«peatedly  hivestigated,  and  so  amply 
knowm  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  reported,  as  to  afibrd  instruction  to  the 
parishes,  and  but  whisperingly  com-  Poor  Law  authorities  throughout  Eng- 
mented  on  by  those  who  are  destined  land,  and  to  show  them,  in  the  words  of 
shorUy  to  follow  them,  it  is  hardly  Sir  E.  Head,  that  the  manner  of  officers 
possible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  of  union6  to  the  poor,  and  the  regulari^ 
the  investigation.  ^  attention  to  and  attendance  on  them, 

Everyone,in  fact,  that  feeb  the  innate  are  as  much  to  be  considered  as  the 

consequence  of  the  present  inquiry  is  <p»atity  and  quality  of  what  they  re- 

enhanced  by  ite  being  a  key  to  hundreds  ceive.    Another  lesson  taught  by  Sir 

of  suppressed  cases.    The  New  Poor  Edmund  is,  that « the  rule  in  all  unions 

Law,  like  the  deadly  Manchineel-tree,  o^,  th^  kingdom  is,  and  the  Poor  Law 

scares  away  those  who  would  ascertain  Commissioners  wish  it  to  be  understood 

the  fate  of  its  victims;  and  our  curiosity  ^  guch,  that  in  common  cases  it  is 

is  thus  increased  to  hear  the  disclosures  necessary  for  a  medical  order  to  be 

of  the  bold  few  who  have  penetrated  obtained  first,  but  in  urgent  cases  mfr- 

iU  mysterious  shade.  aical  officers  are  not  to  wait  for  that.''* 

Without  imagining  a  coroner  to  be  jt  certainly  savours  of  the  curious, 

much  worse  than  other  men,  we  may  that  the  Commissioners  should  havo 

easily  suppose  him  to  be  reluctant  to  kept  their  Poor  Law  school  so  many 

hold  inquests  m  cases  of  death  from  years,  without  being  able  to  teach  their 

starvation.     The  mere  holding  of  such  pupiig  this  elementary  point  j  but  so  it 

an  inquest  is  more  than  a  half  censure  ^^    ^  Boaid  of  Guardians  shall  show 

on  Boards  of  Guardians  and  other  com-  itself  c«f«ii#fii  mtmmMeeti  •  it  can  team 

fortable  people,  who  in  old  English  the  art  of  making  gruel  of  such  singu- 

were  called  "  men  of  worship,"  and  in  lar  attenuation,  that  between  that  and 

the  slang  of  the  day,  are  V  respectable."  ^ater  nothing  h ves ;  but  to  learn  that 

But  the  censure  is  doubled  if  we  sup-  urgent  distress  rfaqiiires  instant  succour 

pose  the  coroner  to  issue  his  warrant  |g  a  lesson  too  hard ;  and  the  Board 

for  the  disinterment  of  the  emaciated  gtill  has  to  master  the  alphabet  of  cha- 

corpse,  already  hurried  into  its  grave,  rfty  after  five  years'  schoolmg.    As  a 

The  dismal  spectacle  is  a  reproach  to  striking  example  of  this  deficiency,  we 

the  authorities ;   and  before  the  verdict  ^ay  mention  the  case,  on  which  we 

has  been  returned  they  are  obliged  to  gUghtly  touched  in  our  last  number,  of 

confess,  like  the  king  m  Hamlet,  ^nn  Griffin,  the  woman  who  was  lately 

"  Wa  hava  dona  bat  Rceniy,  deliv^ed  in  a  cab.    This  poor  deserted 

Now,  the  coroner  may  be  an  attor-  first  to  a  house  in  Gerrard  Street/ next 

ney,  with  six  children,  and  a  great  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  then  to 

desire  of  drawing  up  more  leases :  is  it - 

too  depreciating  a  view  of  human  nar  •  Timat,  Stturdty,  Nov.  14, 1S40. 
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Queen  Square,  a  'doctor's  shop"  in  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardiansy  or  h^ 

TothiU  Street,   the   lying-in  hospital  a  provisional  order,  sigpied  by  an  over' 

in  York  Road,  Lambeth  Workhouse,  seer,  churchwarden,  or  relieving  officer ; 

St  James's  Workhouse,  King's  Col-  and  the  third  is  *'.6y  ike  master  of  ike 

lege    Hospital,    the    station-house  in  workhouse,  wUhovt  any  eueh  order,  im  case 

Bow  Street,  and  finally  to  St.  Giles's  of  any  sudden  or  urgent  necessity  " 

Workhouse,    where    she    was    taken  This  last  is    the  fatal   secret,    the 

in.     The  investigation  into  her  case  ''  ox>en  Sesam6 !"    to   the  workhotise 

took  place  on  the  13th  of  this  month,  doors,  which  those  economic  guardians 

at   Lambeth   Workhouse,   before  Sir  were  so  unwilling  to  publish  j  the  rule, 

Edmimd  Head.    Sevieral  members  of  it  seems,  is  bearable  enough,  provided 

the  Board  of  Guardians  were  present,  it  is  kept  snug ;   but  once  let  it  be 

and  took  part  in  the  proceedings.    It  spread  abroad,  and  all  the  world  will 

appeared  that  during  the  absence  of  rush  to  enjoy  the  rich  slices  of  Lambeth 

Mr.  Adam,  the  master  of  Lambeth  breadwasheddownwith  those  tempting 

Workhouse,  Mrs.  Franks,  the  matron,  draughts  of  Thames-water.     But  let 

didnotadmit  Ann  GrifSn,  not  knowing  the  board  be   c(»nforted  :    supposing 

her  case  to  be  an  urgent  one.    From  the  rule  to  be  advertised  and  noised 

the  circumstances  under   which   the  abroad  by  those  odious  newspapers, 

miserable  woman  was  brought  there,  the  rush  will  be  equalized,  and  their 

this  seems  possible ;  but  mark,  reader,  parish  will  only  obtain  its  aliquot  part, 

what  follows  :-*^  Or,  if  we  suppose  Lambeth  to  be  dan- 

Commissioner :  ''  I  havemerd^  to  in-  gerously  attractive,  and  their  splendid 

ouiie  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  oatmeal  to  bear  away  the  bell  from  St. 

K  to  give  relief  in  all  cases  of  necessity,  Martin,  it  will  be  easy  to  compensate 

that  Uie  master  ought  to  be  examined  this  dono  infeliee  di  heUezza  by  enacting 

as  to  that  fact."  that   when   one   union   receives   the 

Another  guardian  was  aware  that    „,.^^x  ^^^  „i,:*i,  u^i« * ^*i,  ' 

relief  was  oilered  in  all  cases  of  urgent  ""^^  ""^^  ^J'lf^  ^^^^'^^^  ^  ^""^^^^ 

necessity,  but  still,  if  it  were  generallv  the  expense  shall  be  repaid, 

known  that  relief  was  afforded  in  such  Up  to  the  moment  of  our  writing  we 

cases,  the  parish  would  be  inundated  have  not  heard  of  any  steps  taken  by 

"^fh?  Commissioner  knew  that  the  '}^  Conunissioners  to  supply  this  evi- 

instructions  from  the  Poor  Law  Com-  dent  defect  m  the  present  practice ; 

missioners  were  to  that  effect ;  in  fact,  perhaps,  like  the  Lambeth  Guardians, 

it  was  the  biw  of  the  land.  they  are  staggered  at  the  "  great  evU  " 

A  discussion  then  ensued  between  ^^i^^  would  arise,  if  the  poor  knew 

th#  guardians  as  to  whether  the  roaster  .,    .  .,  ,      ^  !•    .    .    A^  .      / 

should  be  examined,  some  qf  them  fear-  *"**  they  need  not  lie-in  m  the  streets, 

%  that  if  it  were  generally  known  that  Let  us  now  return  to  Elizabeth  Friry. 

such  cases  were  admtted  a  great  ept/  We  observed  in  our  last  number,  that 

«*>«*'  flr«e\"  the  investigation  held  before  the  Board 

Sir  Edmund,  however,  pressed  the  ^f  Guardians  of  the  Kensington  Union, 

examination,  and  Mr.  Adams,  being  terminated,  like  the  inquest  which  had 

called  in,  read  an  extract  from  the  preceded  it,  by  a  censure  on  the  surgeon 

rules  pf  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  ^nd  relieving  officers  of  the    Union, 

setting   forth    the    modes   in   which  jhe  Poor  Law  Commlssionera,  proba- 

paupers  may  be  received  into  the  work-  ^ly,  felt  themselves  wounded  through 

house.    The  first  and  secondare,  by  the  sides  of  their  servants;  they  knew 

t  TimM,  Nov.  1^,  1840.                "  that  an  Act  of  Parliament,  however 
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hanh  in  its  intent,  is  but  a  dead  letter;  "  on  Mehemet  Ali,  who  sets  them  at 

it  is  the  spirit  in  whioh  it  is  worked  work. 

which  gives  the  law  its  fatal  vitality.  Ihr.     Kay's  cross-examination    of 

The  Commissioners  are  naturally  de-  ^r«  Wildbore,  the  surgeon  who  per- 

sirous  to  show  that  the  act  works  well }  formed  the  post-mortem  examination, 

that  it  lowers  the  rates,  without  starving  was  ably  conducted ;  though,  in  truth, 

the  poor,  and,  accordingly,  they  ordered  such  scrupulous  doubts  would  scatter 

a  third  investigation.     It  took  place  liito  the  air  half  the  supposed  facts  of 

last  Friday,  the  20th  inst.  and  was  morbid  anatomy.    Elizabeth  Friry  died 

conducted  by  Dr.  Kay,  and  Sir  £.  Head,  of  want  of  food,  in  Mr.  Wildbore's 

Assistant- Commissioners.     It   is   re-  opinion ;  and  he  reasonably  concludes 

ported    in    the   Times   of   Saturday,  this  to  have  been  the  cause  of  death, 

November  21st  from  the  extreme  emaciation  of  the 

Its  object  was  to  show  that  Friry  body,  unaccompanied  by  organic  dis- 

had  not  died  of  starvation.     The  truth  ease.    But  then  the  brain  was  decom- 

is,  that  in  almost  eveiy  case  it  is  dif-  posed,  and  could  not  be  examined ;  so 

ficult  to  prove  that  a  person  has  died  that  it   might  have  been  afiected  by 

from  simple  starvation,  and  the  dif-  anorganic  disease,  which  miffhi  have 

ficulty  was  increased  in  this  instance  produced  the  attenuation.     As  far  as 

by  the  disinterment  not  having  taken  we  know,  however,  organic  disease  of 

place  till  a  fortnight  or  more  after  the  the  brain  is  rarely  attended  by  extreme 

buriaL    Dr.  Alison,  who  speaks  from  emaciation.    Only  a  part  of  the  tho- 

experience,  assures  us  that  life  may  be  ncic  aorta  was  examined— an  omission 

supported  for   some    time  on    three  of  some  importance  in   a   dissection 

meals  a  week.    Suppose  a  woman  with  which  ought  to  have  been  so  critically 

some  of  the  infirmities  which  sixty-five  minute. 

years  seldom  fail  to  bring  with  them.  If  &n  immediate  cause  of  death  were 

dragging  on  her  existence  in  this  man-  Bought  distinct  from  the  want  of  sus- 

ner  for  two  months,  with  just  food  tenance,  it  might  be  found  in  the  leg  of 

enough  to  excite  appetite  rather  than  the  deceased,  which  had  swollen  to  the 

to  satisfy  it,  sleeping  on  the  boards,  size  of  a  man's  thigh.    It  burst  the 

with  scanty  clothing,  deserted  by  hope  night  before  she  died,  and  discharged 

and  energy;   what  logician,  or  what  a  wash-hand  basin-full  of  serum, 

pathologist,  shall  decide  the  exact  share  As  to  the  frightful    destitution  of 

which  each  destructive  influence  had  Elizabeth  Friry,  there  is   no    doubt 

in  extinguishing  the  last  spark  of  life  ?  whatever.     The  clearest  evidence  on 

It  is  quite  clear  that  Elizabeth  Friry  this  point  is  that  of  Catherine  Ryan, 

was  a  neglected  and  ill-used  woman ;  the  indigent  and  benevolent  friend  who 

but  whether  food  was  more  essential  to  gave  Friry  shelter,  when  all  society 

her  recovery  than  a  bed,  or  abed  than  seemed  to  have  conspired  against  her. 

food,  would  be  hard  to  detennine ;  she  .^. 

ought  to  have  had  both.     Few  candid  rqYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

persons,  however,  would  pour  out  all^^  t-i_         i.^.. 

fv  .                  .,             .    .         _.   .  Mb.  Lawrence  has  been  elected  mto 

their  anger  on  the  mere  instruments  m  the  Court  of  Examiners  in  place  of  Sir 

this  case,  and  let  their  masters  go  free :  A.  Carlisle ;    and  the  vacancy  which 

when  we  hear  of  Egyptian  revenues  ex-  that  gentleman's  decease  caused  in  the 

torted  by  the  scourge,  we  do  not  expend  Coundl  of  the  CoUege  is  now  filled  by 

.    ,.       ,.         **„              J  o  1-  Mr.  Liston. 

our  mdignation  on  Hassan  and  Seiim,  

who  wield  the  rhinoceror  skin,  so  much 
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PETITION  FOR  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

7b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
I  BB6  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  Petition  for 
Medical  Reform  ftgned  by  the  medical 
practitioners  of  Reading,  and  intrusted  ibr 
presmtation  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby 
and  Serjeant  Talfourd.  Copies  have  also 
been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Warburton,  and  to  the 
members  of  Parliament  for  the  town  and 
neii^ilMmrhood. — I  am,  sir, , 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Cowan,  M.D. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lorde  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  qf  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
M»  Parliament  aeeembled. 

The  petition  of  die  undersigned  medical 
practitioners  residing  in  the  Borough  of 
Reading,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  the 
vieinky  thereof, 

Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners  have  long  deplored 
the  evil  consequences  ensuing  not  only  to 
their  own  body,  but  to  the  community  at 
large,  from  the  want  of  an  adequate  legal 
constitution  for  the  Medical  Profession  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

That  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  regulating  of 
medical  affairs,  and  the  institutions  to 
which  have  been  committed  their  direction 
and  management,  have  been  alike  insufficient 
to  guard  the  public  health,  or  to  suppress 
tiie  pernicious  practices  of  ignorant  pre- 
tenders to  medical  and  surgical -knowledge  : 
that  impostors  of  every  description  are,  con- 
sequently, allowed  to  prey  upon  society ;  and 
empiricism,  in  its  most  aggravated  forms, 
is  suffered  to  pursue  an  uninterrupted  and 
most  dangerous  career,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
public  safety  and  the  scandal  of  a  great  ax|d 
•divilized  empire.  Throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  any  individual  is,  moreover,  at 
Uberty  to  dispense  medicine  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  to  sell  the  most  deadly  poison 
without  supervision  or  control. 

That  the  Corporate  Institutions,  which  at 
this  time  preside  over  the  medical  profession! 
are  wholly  unequal  to  the  correction  of  its 
manifold  abuses.  Under  their  existing  con- 
stitutions, they  are  incapable  of  promoting 
the  physical  well-being  of  the  people,  and 
are  unafaie  either  to  enforce  the  exannnation 
of  candidates  for  medical  practice,  or  to 
defend  the  duly  qualified  practitioner  against 
an  unjust  usurpation  of  his  privileges  on  the 
part  of  uneducated  and  unauthoriaged  com- 
petitors. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray,  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  adopt  such 
measures  as  to  your  wisdom  shall  appear 


best  caloulated  to  aoiifer  upon  the  tnmdMmJ 
profession  »  sound  and  efficient  legal  orgaai- 
zation,  and  place  it  under  a  system  of  govern- 
ment,  based  upon  principles  which  may 
protect  the  interests  of  its  menbera,  and 
promote  the  public  weliare. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
win  ever  pray,  &c. 

QUESTIONS  ON  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
The  writer  will  feel  much  indebted  to  any 
gentleman  whowiU  fevomr  him  with  answers 
to  the  following  questions  :*- 

Supposing  tiiat  the  friends  of  transcen- 
dentsui  reform  had  suciceeded  in  obtaining  an 
act  of  parliament  for  the  formation  of  a  mew 
dical  council  in  each  of  the  three  metropolis 
tan  cities,  and  a  senate  in  London,  of  whom 
would  the  members  sent  by  the  medical 
commonalty  consist?  Who  would  be  the 
presiden  tof  the  senate  ?  What  objects  would 
engage  the  attention  of  t^ese  bodies  ?  What 
would  be  the  fate  of  the  existing  medical 
corporations  ?  Would  the  members  sent  to 
the  councils  by  the  medical  commonalty  be 
the  calm,  the  sdentifio,  the  experienool  in 
practice,  the  pure  in  character  ?  Or  would 
they  be  those  who  were  the  most  bustling, 
most  ready  in  speech,  most  lavish  of  pro- 
mises, most  successful  in  canvassing  ?  Would 
the  chair  of  the  senate  be  occupied  by  some 
man  of  high  talent,  distinguished  for  science 
and  virtue  ;  or  by  a  clever  poKtidaB  who  had 
fofund  tiie'medical  profession  too  narrow  a 
field  for  his  exertions?  Would  the  coun- 
cillors from  medical  corporations,  and  those 
sent  by  the  commonalty  of  the  profession, 
cordially  unite  in  promoting  the  same  object, 
or  would  they  form  two  opposing  forces 
compensating  each  other,  and  causing  the 
machine  to  stand  still  ?  Would  the  duties 
of  the  councils  consist  in  refining  on  the  mi- 
Dutic  of  medical  education ;  in  granting 
licenses  to  candidates  for  practice ;  in  com- 
posing professional  quarrels,  and  visiting 
with  their  displeasure  unprofessional  condoet ; 
in  prosecuting  those  accused  of  maltqnwnef 
and  suppressing  quackery  ?  Would  the  me- 
dical councils  endeavour  to  accomplish  this 
last  object  by  encouraging  popular  leetnres 
on  physiology  and  medidne,  and  byincreasiag 
the  requirements  for  obtaining  licenses  to 
practise?  Would  they  ultimately  find  that 
by  raising  high  the  scale  of  all  medieal  edu- 
cation, and  thus  diminishing  the  number  of 
practitioners  in  the  lower  walks  of  the  pro- 
fession, they  had  unintentionally  delivered 
over  all  but  the  wealthy  classes  into  the  hands 
of  druggists  and  qnaoks  ?  Under  the  new 
regime  would  the  medical  corporations  re- 
main without  performing  any  active  duties, 
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tfni<»ylist)io86ftindswbiekfoiii»iidghtlhkik  tebly  iti«  tlieinjiudkioiumodeof  raaderiag 
fcr  better  beatowed  on  tlie  newly  eceaCed  and  a  patient  cleanly  that  constitutes  one  of  the 
eiMrgetic  bodies ;  or  would  they  be  aUowed  flagrant  defects  in  the  treatment  of  insanity. 
%o  continue  examining  and  granting  licenses,  Theie  U  another  cause  which  too  frequently 
which,  howerer,  shonld  be  of  no  avail  without  irritates  the  tes^per  of  the  keeper,  and  that 
the  oonfixming  approTal  of  one  <^the  medl-  is,  the  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to 
cal  oonnciis  ?  A  Rsform sr.  take  food.  I  have  known  a  patient  resist  both 
solids  and  fluids  for  five  days,  and  then  re- 

MANAGEMENT  OP  LUNATICS.  ^'  *** "  *°,.«^i*^":  *'  «««?««T  to  compel 
him  so  take  liquids  by  pounng  them  through 

a  funnel  down  one  of  the  nostrils.  Humanity 

7b  ik€  Editor  qf  the  Medical  GoMettt.  pleads  for  mildness  in  the  treatment  of  the 

Sir,  insane,  but  homattity  never  should  interfezv 

I  HAVE  just  been  reading  the  report  of  the  ^^^  dutj. 

Middlesex   magistrates,  as  published  in  the  ^^  conclusion,  I  would  again  pkad  for  the 
Time9,  and  have  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  necessity  of  preventing  so  direful  a  mabuly. 
tfaestatements  therein  made  mreftuvnce  to  the  Let  the  subject  be  but  better  understood 
question  of  restraint  or  the  non-restramt  sys-  by  the  profbssion,  it  would  afford  us  no  in- 
tern in  die  management  of  lunacy.   Apart  from  considerable  revenue,  and  greatly  enhRRce 
the  prevention  of  mania  there  can  be  no  sub-  ^^  character  of  the  medical  man. 
ject  which  demands  more  searching  inquiry  I  remain, 
than  the  treatment  of  the  insane ;  but  I  can-  Yours  most  respectfully, 
not  help  thinking  there  is  much  ado  about  John  Grantham. 
vrords  instead  of  actions.     It  may  please  the  ^^J'^'  i^** 

fme  feelings  of  sympathy  to  state  to  the    

world  in  this  or  that  asylum  the  non-restraint 

system  is  fbUowcd,  but  to  the  practical  man  AXIOMS  FOR  THE  DEAF. 

H  is  all  ^eer  nonsense :  why  send  a  poor  '  ■ 

creature  away  from  the  endearments  of  home  jb  ihe  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 
if  such  a  mild  plan  of  operation  would  be 

safe  ?    The  question  is  not  whether  patients  ^'^' 

shall  be  bound  by  iron,  wood,  or  leather;  ^  ^.^8  in  the  act  of  sketcUng  out  the  fol- 

but  it  is,  how  are  patients  who  possess  not  lowing  axioms  for  the  deaf,  when  the  current 

the  rational  will,  to  be  made  to  undergo  a  number  of  your  meritorious  periodical  was 

proper  mode  of  treatment?     It  is  a  standard  placc^  before  me.     By  a  singukir  coind- 

prindple  in  the  treatment  of  lunacy  never  deuce  it  contains  a  communication  strikingly 

to  threaten  without  performing  ;  therefbrc,  illa«trative  of  the  importance  of  more  than 

it  is  necessary  to  have  power  to  act,  and  not  to  one  of  those  axioms.     The  idea  instantly 

depend  upon  imperfect  means.    Mechanical  occurred  to  me  to  forward  them  to  you. 

a»  ufell  aa  medical  treatment  t»  neeeaeary  hi  To  remove  existing  errors  in  ^eprsfeetional 

the  treatment  of  mania.     Suicide  is  not  the  «»«'  domestic  treatment  of  deafness  is  one 

crime  to  be  dreaded  m  the  violent  maniac  :  of  the  leading  objects  of  my  life  j  and,  with 

it  is  the  quiet  hypochondriac  who  requires  <*»«  1»0P«  of  your  co-operation  in  the  present 

watching :  he  is  generally  artftil,  and  unsus-  instance,  I  have  the  honour  to   subscribe 

pecting :  distress  is  marked  in  his  countenance,  niy  self 

and  he  feels  the  indescribable  pain  of  horror  Your  obedient  sarant, 

which  in  a  moment  impels  him  to  the  dread-  -o  a    v  mi    «♦     *        Jas.  Yrarslet. 

ful  act;    therefore,   mechanical  restraint  is  *''m1v  ai  i«n     ' 

not  employed  solely  fbr  the  purpose  of  pre.  ^'*^- "'  ^^' 

venting  self-destruction,  but  to  prevent  the  1.  Never  syringe  your  ean>  nor  allow  it 

patient  during  a  paroxysm  of  excitement  tobe  done  by  otiiers,  unless  fbr  the  ramoval 

from  injuring  dther  himself  or  another ;  and  of  an  accumulation  of  wax. 

also  to  enable  the  practitioner  to  administer  2.  Be  sure  that  such  accumidsition  fbrma 

medicaments  so  as' to  tranquillize  the  nervous  an  obstacle  to  the  transmission  of  sound, 

system.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  cruelty  otherwise  it  had  better  remain  where  it  is; 

has  been  inflicted  on  these  poor  peopte  for  for  it  should  always  be  bonie  in  mind,  that 

the  purpose  of  saving  labour  and  watching,  the  wax  is  a  natural  secretion  placed  in  the 

It  is  no  ordinary  task  to  take  the  charge  of  passage  of  the  ear  fbr  a  specific  purpose.    Its 

a  maniac,  and,  if  those  who  have  advocated  presence,  in  moderate  quantity,  indicates  a 

the  self-styled  non-restraint  system  have  in  healthy  condition  of  the  outer  passages  of 

any  way  been  the  means  of  increasing  the  the  ear.     Its  absence  is  the  effect,  and  not, 

number  of  attendants  on  the   insane,   they  as  is  geneiully  supposed,  the  cause  of  the 

have  conf^erred  a  great  boon.    It  cannot  be  disease  which  produces  the  deafness.     Like 

denied  that  in  some  cases  It  is  almost  impos-  deafoess,  want  of  wax  is  only  a  symptom  of 

sible  to  keep  the  patient  clean,  and    pro-  ear  disease ;  henoe  the  idiswrdity  of  attempt* 
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iag  its  reitoratlon  by  itlmuktfaig  dropfl  and  orifloe.    Dniliig  the  ftdntaen  ttms  prodoecd 

ointmentt,  the  taxis  was  agiain  tried,  but  in  rain.     He 

3.  Never  pkk  tiie  ears.  was  then  removed  to  bed,  and  a  bladder 

4.  Never  wet  the  hair,  nor  wash  the  head  filled  with  poanded  ioe  was  applied  to  the 
with  cold  water.  A  most  pemieiotts  practice  t  tnmor.    A  purgative  enema  was  ordered  to 

5.  Never  bathe,  nor  use  a  shower-bath,  be  immediatdy  injected,  and  if  it  sbonld 
without  protecting  tlie  head  and  ears.  Even  have  no  effect,  a  turpentine  enema  two  or 
then  I  question  its  propriety.  three  hours  after. 

5.  Never  attempt  to  stop  a  disdiarge  from        8  p.m.  No    effect   from    the    iiqectioDfl. 

the  ears  but  under  proper  advice;  (or  it  Vomiting  and  pain  of  abdomen  oontinney 

may  be  that  the  drum  of  your  ear  is  open,  with  much  tenderness  and  tension :   pulne 

and  then,  the  employment  of  a  stimulating  108 1  tongnedry.  A  consultation  being  hdd, 

or  astringent  injection  will  risk  even  fttal  immedate  operation  was  agreed  on ;  but  to 

consequences.  this  the  patient  positivdy  reAised  to  submit 

7.  Never  apply,  nor  suffer  to  be  applied,  till  he  should  see  his  friends,  who  lived  at 
any  thing  to  the  outer  passages  of  the  ears,  a  considerable  distance.  An  express  was 
which  causes  heat  or  pain.  Such  applica-  accordingly  sent  for  them,  but  in  the  mean* 
tions  may  prove  of  temporary  benefit,  but  time  it  was  resolved  to  try  the  tobacco 
when  the  stimulus  has  subsided  yon  will  be  enema.  One  dram  of  tobacco  was  therefore 
left  worse  than  before.  infused  in  a  pound  of  water,  and  one-half 

8.  Be  strict  in  diet.  Stomach  derange-  immediately  thrown  up.  As  this  produced 
ments  are  a  prolific  source  of  deafness.  little  effect,  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour  the 

9.  Never  expose  yourselves  to  wet  or  remainder  was  iiqected.  This  produced 
windy  weather.  slight  faintness,  and  the  pulse  became  more 

10.  Never  consult  an  aurist  who  is  not  feeble;  but  the  injection  came  off  trithout 
an  educated  and  diplumatised  surgeon,  and  any  fieculent  matter, 

who  does  not  admit  that  deafness  is  an  in-  August  10th. — 7  a.m.  Has  passed  a  rest- 
firmity  often  difficult  of  removal,  and  often,  less  night,  with  frequent  vomiting,  and  ooca- 
very  often,  incurable.  sional  slumbering;  pulse  110;  sbdomen 
tense  and  tender,  and  the  tumor  hot  and 

painful.    The  operation  being  still  thouf^t 

ABERDEEN  INFIRMARY.  admissible,  and  the  patient  consenting  to  it 

^__^  at  the  advice  of  his  friends,  I  proceeded  to 

perform  it  immediately.    The  several  tissues 

CASK  ov  BTRANOULATBD  BBBMIA.  were  fouud  remarkably  distinct,  not  being  so 

A.  R.,  thirty-one  years  of  age,  a  saflor,  was  ^^<^  agglutinated  by  adhesion  as  they  are 

admitted  on  the  9th  of  August,  1839,  with  often  found  to  be.      On  opening  the  hernial 

symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.     He  has  "c  *  considerable  quantity  of  fluid  escaped, 

had  inguinal  hernia  of  the  left  side  for  two  '^  •■<:  ^»  ^o^^^^  ^  contain  a  large  quan- 

yearsi^ut  never  wore  a  truis.    The  rupture  t»ty  of  intestine,  much  distended,  but  no 

often  came  down  while  he  was  working,  but  omentum.    The  coaU  of  the  intestine  were 

he  was  able  to  return  it  himself  by  lying  much  congested,  and  of  a  dark  brownish  red 

down  on  his  back;  and  experienced  little  colour,  with  some  patches  of  a  brighter  red. 

inconvenience  flrtnn  it  tffl  of  late,  when  it  has  The  external  ring  was  found  to  admit  with 

never  been  completely  reduced.   He  suffered  Uttle  difficulty  the  point  of  the  finger.     It 

a  severe  fall  about  three  o'clock  yesterday  was,  however,  slighUy  diUted  upwards,  by 

afternoon,  and  a  piece  of  wood  struck  the  the  bistoury  introduced  on  the  finger,  after 

tumor,  which  immediately  came  down  to  a  which  the  finger  passed  readilj   into  the 

very  large  size.    He  was  obliged  to  be  car-  abdomen.    Reduction  was  then  commenced, 

ried  home,  end  passed  a  night  of  great  *nd  went  on  easily  for  a  short  time ;  but  the 

suffering,    firom    twisting   pain    round  the  got  in  the  lower  part  of  the  tumor  was  found 

navd,  and  in  the  tumor.    Vomiting  came  to  be  very  tense,  and  Its  contents  could  not 

on  early  tiiis  morning,  snd  he  was  brought  .  ^  pressed  up.     On  examination,  a  liga- 

to  tiie  hospitsl  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  mentous  band  was  fbund  attached  to  the 

Pulse  now  108,  full  and  strong;  tongue  foul,  mesentery,  and  tightly  surrounding  a  turn  of 

but  moist;  frequent  retddng,  and  bilious  the  intestine  five  or  six  inches* in  length, 

vomiting.  Bowels  not  moved  since  yesterday  which  was  very  tense,  and  of  a  darker  colour 

morning :    much  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  than  the  rest.    The  point  of  the  tittle  finger 

abdomen  on  pressure.    The  taxis  was  perse-  was  with  difficulty  inserted  between  it  and 

veringly  tried,  but  without  success;  the  bulk  the  gut,  and  the  band  was  divided  by  a 

of  the  tumor  seemmg  to  be  partially  dimi-  narrow  bistoury.  The  whole  of  the  intestine 

nished    at    first,   but   obstinately  resisting  was  then  gradually  returned,  and  the  opera- 

further  reduction.     He  was  then  put  into  tion  was  concluded  in  the  usual  manner ;  the 

the  warm  bath,  and  while  there  thirty-two  integuments  being  brought  together  by  two 

ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted  from  a  large  stitches,  and  by  adhesive  straps.     An  injei?. 
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tidn  tru  ordered  on  hie  removsl  to  bed,  and  taraing  the  hernial  eae  unopened.    If  tiili 

•t  10  o'clock  ox  drams^  of  castor  oil  were  had  bm  done  in  the  pretent  instance,  whidi 

adminiatercd.  probably  might  hare  beoi  acoompUdied  by 

2  P.M.  He  has  had  aereral  very  copious  dilating  the  ring  a  little  more,  the  intestine 

fflecalent  stools ;  Tomiting  has  ceased ;  pulse  would  still  haTO  been  in  a  state  of  strangu- 

102.     He  ia  ordered  to  take,  every  two  lation,  and  the  patient  must  have  died  in  a 

hours,  two  ounces  of  infusion  of  senna  with  few  hours, 
cream  of  tartar. 

8  P.M.  Complains   of   considerable  pain  cask  of  ftjnoous  carcinoma. 

and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  skin  hot ;  M.   A.,   ntat.  30,  *  mother  of  a  fiunily, 

pulae  112.    He  was  therefore  bled  to  twenty  admitted  May  27th,   1839.     About  eight 

ooncea,  and  a  pill  of  five  grains  of  calom^  years  ago  ahe  first  observed  a  small  tumor 

and  one  grain  of  opium  ordered,  to  be  fol-  near  the  temporal  ridge  of  the  frontsl  bone, 

lowed  in  the  morning  by  the  infusion  of  which  ulcerated,   and  bled  freely  when  it 

■enna  aa  before..  receiyed  any  injury.     It   has    been    often 

August  1 1th. — He  baa  had  sereral  very  touched  with  caustic,  but  continued  gradually 

cM>piou8  motions ;   pain  and  tenderness  of  to  increase.      Within  the  last  six  months  its 

abdomen  much  diminished ;  pulse  96.  From  increase  has  been  much  more  rapid.     It  ia 

tbia  time  he  went  on  in  the  most  favourable  now  about  the  size  of  the  half  of  a  very  large 

manner.    Hie  bowela  were  kept  open  by  orange,  but  somewhat  oval  in  shape,  being 

<aiator  cnl  and  the  infusion  of  senna  alter-  three  inches  long  by  two  and  a  half  broad, 

naftely.    A  oonsidefable  part  of  the  wound  Ita  surface  is  irregular,  red,  ulcerated,  and 

united  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  re-  of  a  cauliflower-like  iqppearanoe ;   its  texture 

nudnder  granulated  favourably.     The  cure,  firm,  and  somewhat  warty,  and  it  disdiargea 

however,  waa  retarded  by  the  wound  assuming  a  large  quantity  of  saniea.    She  complains  of 

an  inflamed  and  irritable  appearance  about  a  burning  sensation,  with  occasional  darting 

the  twelfth  day,  followed  by  partial  absorp-  pains  in  it ;  health  good,  except  incidental 

tion  of  the  granulations.    Tim  seemed  to  be  headaches.     On  account  of  ite  large  sise, 

owing  to  the  state  of  the  air,  as  erysipelaa  broad  base,  and  close  connexion  with  the 

and  sloughing  phagedena  were  prevaloit  in  cranium,  it  was  considered  very  unfit  for 

the  hospital  at  the  time.      Poultices  and  excision  by  the  knife.      It  was  therefore 

water  dressings  were  ordered,  with  nourishing  determined  to  attempt  its  removal  by  chloride 

diet,  four  ounces '  of  wine  daily,  and  one  of  sine. 

grain  of  opium  at  night.  Under  this  treat-  On  the  3d  of  June  a  layer  of  paste,  formed 
ment  the  sore  gradually  improved,  and  on  of  one  part  of  ddoride  of  sine  to  ttiree 
the  second  of  September  had  again  begun  to  of  flour,  and  about  the  thicknesa  of  a 
cicatrize.  On  the  twentieth  it  had  completely  crown-piece,  was  applied  to  the  moat  pro- 
healed.  He  was  dismissed  a  short  time  after,  minent  part  of  the  tumor,  so  as  completely 
vrith  orders  to  wear  a  truss  to  prevent  a  to  cover  more  than  one-ludf  of  it.  It  pro- 
return  of  the  hernia.  He  haa  since  per-  duoed  considerable  burning  pain,  but  a  dose 
formed  several  voyages,  and  returned  well.  of  T.  Opii  rendered  it  quite  tolerable.    At 

TbiB  case  suggests  a   few  observations,  the  end  of  four  hours  the  paste  was  removed. 

The  stricture  seemed  to  be  formed  solely  by  and  a  poultice  applied, 

the  ligamentous  band,  the  external  ring  being  On  liie  5th  a  large  white  eachar  was  found 

wide  enough  to  have  admitted  of  Uie  return  to  be  fonned,  and  beginning  to  aeparate,  with 

of  the  intestine,  if  it  could  have  been  com-  little  surrounding  inflammation ;  and  both 

pletely  emptied  of  its  contents.   The  manner  the  bulk  and  pain  of  the  tumor  were  much 

In  which  this  band  was  formed  can  only  be  a  diminished.     A  similar  layer  of  paste  waa 

matter  of  conjecture,  but  it  seems  probable  applied  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  tumor, 

that  it  was  at  first  merely  an  adhesion  be-  12th. — Some  portions  of  the  tumor,  which 

tween  two  neighbouring  points  of  the  me-  had  escaped  the  action  of  the  chloride,  have 

sentery,  by  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph,  been  successively  covered  with  the  paste, 

which  had  gradually  been  elongated,   and  The  sloughs  are  not  yet  wholly  separated,  but 

then  a  loop  of  the  gut  had  passed  through  it,  the  tumor  is  much  reduced  in  size,  and  the 

and  been  arrested  there.     At  what  period  pain  almost  gone. 

this  happened  is  uncertain ;  but  it  may  pro-  June  1 7th. — The  whole  tumor  seems  to  be 
bably  have  occurred  at  the  time  when  the  destroyed,  except  two  or  three  small  over- 
hernia  first  became  irreducible.  At  all  events  hanging  edges,  which  appear  to  have  been 
it  must  have  existed  for  a  considerable  time,  protected  by  the  integuments.  One  of  these 
as  the  part  of  the  intestine  embraced  by  the  waa  removed  by  the  curved  scissars,  and  the 
band  was  evidently  narrower  than  the  rest,  rest  touched  by  potaasa  fnsa.  The  grannla- 
and  aliio  of  a  whiter  colour  and  firmer  texture,  tions  look  healthy. 

The  moct  important  circumstance  in  this  26th. — All  the  sloughs  are  now  separated; 

case,  however,  is  its  bearing  on  the  question  the  granulationa  are  healthy,  and  cicatriza 

so  mueh  discussed,  of  the  propriety  of  re-  tion  is  proceeding  regularly  from  the  drcum- 
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fei«iice  towards  the  centre.    The  lore  te  year  188f  in  tiie  gcnenl  lyiiig<*in  hoifilii  flt 

ocoaaoBdUy  touched  viih  mtrate  «f  rilver.  Stockholm,  whether  or  aot  «hc  had  andi  a 

July  4th. — CicfttrkatiQB  advancing ;   bat,  discharre.     Three  hundred  and  aizty  women 

aa  some  of  the  granuhitiona  appeared  rather  were  delivered ;  and  anbtraetiiig  thoae  "who 

nnhealdiy,  they  were  destroyed  by  the  paste,  bora  dead  children,  or  whose  ehUdrcn  died  a 

IStb. — More  than  tfaree^fonrths  of  the  few  days  after  biith,  theie  reaaained  S28. 

sore  are  now  firmly  cicatrized ;  and  the  td-  Of  these,  137  had  a  discharge  from  the 


mainder  looks  healthy,  and  level  with  the    tals,  and  181  had  not.     Thirty  infimls  Ind 
surrounding  integuments.  .  purulent  ophthalmia ;    namely,  20,  whoae 


August  3d. — ^The sore  has  now  been  com-  mothers  had  a  discharge,  and  10, 

pietely  healed   for    several  days,  and  the  mothers  had  none.     Henoe  it  appesra  that 

cicatrix  is  level  and  quite  natural.  discharges  ikv)m  the  genitab  are  exlinasiiy 

A  case  in  many  respects  resembling  the  common    among    pregnant    women;    that 

above,  which  occurred  at  the  Hdpital  de  la  women  may  be  afflicted  witii  them,  watiigMt 

Piti^,  in  Paris,  is  related  in  the  Gazette  des  giving  their  offspring  ophthalmia  punilmta  ; 

Hdpitaux,  23  Fevrier,  1840.    It  is  called  by  and  that  children  may  have  the  diacaar, 

M.  Idsfranc  **  Tumeur  carcinomateuse,  avec  though  the  mothers  have  no  disehai^ge ;    a 

ulceration  phagedenique."     Aware  of   the  proof  that  the  malady  may  arise  from  adaer 

disadvaatages  oif  exdaba  in  such  esses,  on  oauses.    But  when  we  consider  that  of  the 

account   of   the    difficulty  of   obtaining  a  children  bora  of  mothers  affiscted  «^  a 

cicatrix  adthont  great  deformity,  from  the  discharge,  20  in  137,  or  about  1  in  6  [more 

deficiency  of  cellidar  tissue,  and  the  habitual  nearly  1  in  7] ,  suffered  from  the  ophthalmia  ; 

state  of  tension  of  the  integuments,  M.  while  only  10  in  181,  or  about  1  in  16,  of 

Ldsfrtmc  adopted  *'  a  mined  method  of  treat-  those  whose  mothers  were  unaffected,  had 

meat,"  consisting  of  repeated  caaterizatian  the  ophthalmia,  and  that,  therefore,  the  pro- 

alternating  with  the  application  of  leeches,  portion  of  the  former  was  [nearly]  three 

with  the  view  of  destrojong  the  disessed  times  as  great  as  of  the  latter,  we  may  assume, 

parts,  and  at  the  same  time  favourably  modi-  that  a  &9ehargt  from  the  gmtttaU  ^f  tke 

lying  the  action  of  the  surrounding  tissues,  mother,  though  not  the  eole  eauee  t^  thie 

and  this  treatment  was  "  orowned  with  the  dieeaee,  la  a  very/requeiit  one, — Zeitechr^ 


most  brilliant  success."     In    the    esse  of  fur  die  petammte  MedieiUf  irom  a  Swedish 

M.  A.  the  chloride  of  zinc  seemed  to  fulfil  work, 
both  these  intentions;  entirely  eradicating 

the  disHwrd  parts,  and  exdting  in  the  sur-       ^..  ^.^  .^     . 

roundingtissuesonlysuchade^ofinflam-  l*URE  TANNIN  A  REMEDY  FOR 

mation  as  contributed  to  the  formation  of  EXCESSIVE  PERSPIRATION, 

healtibiy  granulations,  and  the  filling  up  and  «     j>      CnAnvsT 
cicatrization  of  the  wound.     In  cases  of  this 

kind  the  chloride  of  zinc  seems  to  me  to  Swbating  is  a  morbid  symptom  which  ia 

possess    great    advaatages   over   all    other  often  so  serious  snd  inconvenient,  that  the 

ascharotics,  even  arsenic  itself,  in  the  fsciUty  practitioner  is  obliged  to  combat  it  by  spe- 

with  which  its  action  can  be  limited  to  the  cial  remedies.     The  acetate  of  lead,  which 

diseased  tissues,   and  the  very  fiivourable  has  been  extolled  of  late  yean,  sometimes 

modification  whioh  it  produces  in  the  action  causes  inconveniences  which  hinder  many 

of  the  surrounding  parts;  uloera  produced  practiti<Hien    from  employing  it  in  cases 

by  it  healing  in  a  shorter  time  than  those  where  its  use  seems  clearly  indicated.     Pare 

produced  by  any  odier  means.    This  I  have  tannin,  employed  as  an  anti>sudorific,  ap- 

rcpeatedly  exemplified  in  carcinoma  of  the  peara  to  be  free  from  these  disadvantages. 

'  integumenta   of    the   face ;    which,    whan  The  author  has  employed  it  for  two  yean  at 

situated  where  the  wound  cannot  be  drawn  the  hospital,  and  in  his  private  practice,  and 

together  by  stitches,  is  very  unfiivourable  though  it  has  not  succeeded  in  every  case,  it 

for  the  operation  of  excision,  but  which  I  hss  in  almost  all. 

have  in  many  instances  succeeded  in  curing  He  prescribes  it  in  the  form  of  pill,  and 

completely,  and  with  very  little  deformity,  in  the  dose  of  from  two  and  a  half  to  ten  cen- 

by  the  use  of  this  escharotic.  tigrammes  (half  a  grain  to  two  grains)  in 

■ twenty-four  hours,  generally  in  the  evening, 

ON   OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  with  or  without  opium,  which  neither  checks 

By  De.  P.  G.  Cederschjold.  ^7  /»T°'V;»./'«  '^^-    Thefint  tinjehesd. 

mmistered  it  was  m  the  case  of  a  phthiaioal 

111  ordar  to  aaceiiain  wheUier  the  purulent  patient,  who  was  already  in  a  state  of  maras- 

ophtfaalada  of  aew-bom  infanta  ia  caused  by  mus,  and  whose  cough,  fever,  and  oppressed 

a  discharge  from  the  genitals  of  the  mother,  breathing,     were    less    troublesome    than 

which  affects  the  eyes  of  the  child  during  the  general  perapiration  with  which  he  was 

birth,   Dr.  Cederschjold  had  the  question  inundated  every  night.     The  patient  asked 

put  to  every  woman  deUvered  during  the  for  some  medidne  agmnst  the  penpiratiOB, 
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wtath  he  oonaidered  the  wle  cause  of  his  Since    then,    all  the   e^ptoms    which 

Buileriiigs,  and     was  ordered  twenty-seven  Madame  B.   experienced  have  completely 

milligrammes  (about  three-fifths  of  a  giaia)  disappeared.     Her  first  care  was  to  ascertain 

oftannm.     The  next  morning  he  said  he  whether  the  motion  of  the  epigastric  region 

had  passed  a   good  night,  and  hardly  felt  which  she  had  formerly  felt  when  running 

moist  when  he  awoke.    The  repetition  of  the  was  atiil  perceptibte ;  but  to  her  great  sur- 

the  same  dose  erery  evening  was  suffioient,  prise  she  felt  nothing  of  the  kind.— ilrcAieet 

dnring  several  weeks,  to  suppress  the  per-  Generale$,  and  GazeUe  Mtdieale. 
apirations  entirely;    but  they  returned  as 
soon  as  the  medicine  was  omitted.    The  dose 


was  raised  to  five  centigrammes  (a  grain),  ^^  "^^^ 
and  then  to  dght  (1  grain  three-fifths),  and         LYMPHATICS  OF  THE  BRAIN, 
always  vnth  the  same  success.    The  author  n    i?   a 
iidates  several  other  cases  in  support  of  the  *^  ^'  Arnold. 
antisodorific  property  which  he  attributes  to  In  his  researches  on  the  structure  of  the  brain 
tannin;  they  occurred  among  consumptive  and  spinal  cord,  and  in  bis  IconesAnatomicsB, 
patients  who  had  arrived  at  the  last  stage  of    the  author  has  published  the  first  complete 
the  diseaae.     Tkuey  are  additional  enmples  description  of  the  absorbents  of  the  brain, 
of  the  activity  with  which  tannin  suppresses  In  the  dura  mater,  veins  only  were  for  the 
sweating,  even  when  the  disesse  from  which  most  part  filled  by  the  injection,  but  he  ob- 
it arises  is  beyond  the  resources  of  our  art.  tained  very  successful  mercurial  ii^jections  of 
— VBxphience,  and  Gazette  Mtdieale.  the  absorbents  of  the  pia  mater.     He  dis- 
■    ■                              '      """  tinguishes  three  different  networks  :  1st,  A 
REMARKABLE  CASE  or  TAPE- WORM,  superficialdelicate  one,  whose  vessels  are  one. 

Madamk  R.,  aged  37,  of  fiur  complexion,  ~*^  ^  *  H"?*  in  diameter,  and  whose  meshes 

and  robust  constitution,   and  generaUy  in  ,"?  extraordmanly  mmute,  lymg  m  the  ceU 

good  health,  had  experienced,  for  seven  or  ^^  ^^  ^*»«*  ?T'~)'  ^  arachnoid 

eight  months,  a  general  uneasiness,  with  a  with  the  pia  mater ;  2d,  A  deeper  and  coarser 

feeling  of  oppression  and  weight  in  the  ah-  network  also  in  the  subserous  tissue  of  Uie 

domen,  principally  about  the  epigastrium,  arachnoid,  and  composed  of  vessels  with  a 

More  than  once  her  abdomen  became  hu-ge  dJ*""^^  ^  one-fourth  of  a  line ;  3d,  A  still 

anddenly.  coarser  network,  with  vessels  one-half  of  a 

She  commonly  had  a  disgust  for  food ;  but  ^^^  "^  diameter,  and  with  such  narrow  inter- 
sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  she  was  tor-  8P«»oes,  that  when  they  are  filled  the  brain 
mented  by  a  voracious  appetite,  recurring  !???»»  completely  covered  by  the  injection, 
irregularly,  and  by  frequent  nausea,  without  V*"  network,  however,  is  contamed  m  the 
vomiting.  Her  tongue  was  white  and  Urge,  P**  ?>*^'  "^^  pwses  with  lU  plexus  mto 
her  mouth  bitter  and  pasty.  As  the  patient  ™  ^«P*»"  of  the  fuixows  between  the  con- 
expressed  it,  it  often  seemed  as  if  something  solutions.  The  trunks  of  the  absorbents 
•pricked  or  tore  her  stomach;  andshepomted  «^*«  ''^^  *^«^  networks  are  continued 
out  the  epigastrium  as  the  only  seat  of  these  ^\^  course  of  the  veins  on  the  surface 
very  pamful  sensations.  When  the  patient  ^f  tiie  brain,  accompany  tiiem  closely,  and 
ran,  she  felt  a  substance  move  up  and  down  !»»  with  them  and  with  the  arteries  tiurough 
in  the  same  region,  which  she  compared  to  ^  foramina  m  the  skuU.  In  the  choroid 
a  bladder  filled  with  fluid.  TTiere  was  Plc™«»  ot  the  lateral  and  third  vaitridea 
frequent  dUrrhoea,  and  tiie  patient  was,  at  '^  are  lymphatic  networks  and  small 
two  different  times,  attacked  with  very  tnmks,  which  collect  mto  one  considersble 
violent  convubions  during  tiie  night,  trunk,  accompanying  the  vena  magna  Ga- 
together  with  complete  loss  of  consciousness.  ^\  ^  absorbents  of  tiic  very  substance 
During  Uie  fits,  which  Usted  more  tiian  an  ^^  ^«  ^"™»  which  probably  go  witii  its 
hour^h  time,  tiie  husband  of  tiie  patient  "«^  ▼cins,  could  not  be  fiUed :  they  always 
had  great  difficulty  m  holdmg  her ;  she  tiien  8«^«  way  just  on  tiie  walls  of  tiie  ventricles. 
feU  uleep,  and  tiie  next  morning  had  no  ^}  V^^eot  ahM>  tiie  attempts  to  inject  the 
recollection  of  what  had  passed.  absorbents  of  tiie  spmal  cord  have  had  no 

Mad.  R.  being  requested  to  examine  her    access. ^^^^ 

stools  witii  attention,  in  a  few  days  brought  jbpaxtich  PHnroT  ATP 

a  fragment  of  tape-worm,  which  she  had  SPANISH  CHOCOLATE, 

just  passed.    The  next  day  she  was  ordered  Th«  following,  according  to  Mr.  Inglis,  Is 

to  take  60  grammes  (1200  grains)  of  the  the  composition  of  Spanish  chocolate : — 

root-baA  of  pomegranate,  in  the  form  of  "  To  six  pounds  of  the  nut,  are  added 

decoction.     An  hour  after  taking  the  first  three  pounds  and  a  half  of  sugar;  seven  pods 

glassful,  she  suddenly,  and  at  once,  passed  of  vanillas  ;  one  pound  and  a  half  of  Indian 

a  considerable  mass  of  tape-worms  in  a  com ;  half  a  pound  of  cinnamon ;  and  a 

cluster.    They  were  twelve  in  number,  and  small  quantity  of  musk."— -JBom^/et  m  the 

tiieir  lengtli  extended  to  4S  metres.  V^ovMepe  t^Dtm  Quixotef  p.  71,  note. 
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CASH  OF  FATAL 

HiEMORRHAGE  IN  AN  INFANT. 

Br  Dr.  Etsbt. 

Thb  patient  was  of  the  male  sex,  and  eight 
days  old ;  its  mother  had  been  cured  of  the 
venereal  disease  two  years  before.  Hie 
child  was  weak  when  bom,  and  its  arms  and 
legs  were  affected  with  a  spotty  eruption. 
On  the  15th  of  April,  Dr.  Evert  remarked 
a  small  aperture  on  the  under  lip,  from 
which  blood  trickled  forth.  On  the  jfbllow- 
ing  day,  there  was  very  considerable  haemor- 
rhage firom  the  same  lip,  the  navel,  and  the 
scrotum.  On  the  18th,  the  bleeding  from 
the  lip  returned.  The  blood  then  exuded 
through  the  skin,  just  like  the  lymph  which 
exudes  when  the  skin  is  superficially  abraded, 
and  it  collected  in  drops  upon  it.  The 
child  died  on  the  20ih,^Zeit9ehriftfur  die 
ffesammte  Median,  from  a  Swedish  work. 

TESTS  FOR  DRUGS. 

Croton  oil, — When  agitated  with  its  own 
volume  of  pure  alcohol,  and  gently  heated,  it 
separates,  on  standing,  without  havingunder- 
gone  any  apparent  diminution. 

Blaterium  [the  Extract]. — Colour,  pale 
gray :  when  exhausted  by  rectified  spirit,  the 
solutioq,  concentrated,  and  poured  into  hot 
diluted  aoua  potassoe,  deposits,  on  cooling, 
minute,  suky,  colourless  crystals,  weighing 
at  least  a  seventh  of  the  elaterium. 

Guaiae  [the  Resin]. — Fresh  fracture  red, 
passing  to  green  :  the  tincture  slowly  strikes 
a  lively  blue  colour  on  the  inner  surfluse  of  a 
thin  paring  of  a  raw  potato. 

Qpttim.  — -A  solution  fhmi  100  grains 
macerated  24  hours  in  two  fluid  ounoes  of 
water,  filtered,  and  stronf^y  squeexed  in  a 
doth,  if  precipitated  by  a  cold  solution  of 
half  an  ounce  of  cart)onate  of  soda,  in  two 
waters,  and  heated  till  the  precipitate 
shrinks  and  fuses,  w31  yield  a  solid  mass  on 
cooling,  which  weighs,  when  dry,  at  least  11 
grains,  and  if  pnlverixed,  dissolves  entirely  in 
solution  of  oxalic  acid. 

Caetor  oU, — It  is  entirely  dissolved  by  its 
own  weight  of  alcohol. — Edinburgh  Pkar- 
tnaeopetia,  ldS9. 

[For  other  tests  from  the  same  source,  see 
Medical  Gaebttb,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  932-3.] 


when  they  pass  through  a  place,  in  onAer 
that  they  may  hear  the  people  better.  ^Jemm 
Paul  Siehier. 

ECONOMY  IN  LEECHES. 

]r  the  hinder  part  of  a  leedi  be  cot  off  befot^B 
it  19*  applied,  it  will  usually  remain  on  for 
several  hours,  the  blood  constantly  drippii^ 
away  from  the  wound  (like  the  water  from 
Munchausen's  home).  A  leech  thus  treated 
will  suck  as  much  as  four  others,  if  too  miutb 
of  the  tail  have-  been  not  taken  off,  and  if 
the  operation  be  not  performed  with  blsnt 
sdssars. — Dr,  Butge,  in  Med.  Correepom 
densblatt.^Bd.  9.  No.  31. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  on  the  Pathology 
and  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 

Mr.  Thomhill  on  the  Physical  Effects  of 
Intemperance. 

Mr.  Frankum's  Discourse  on  the  En- 
larged and  Pendulous  Belly,  &c. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OENTLBMKN  WBO  HATE  KECKITSD 
CEETIPICATES. 

Thunday,  November  12,  1840. 
R.  T.  H.  Hartley.  Bristol.— P.  Porter,  Gom- 
walL— B.  Parker,  Liverpool. 

November  19.  1840. 
Thomas  Awbrey  Estery,  Swansea,  GHamoncaB- 
sblre.  —  Robert  Frederick  Browne,  Kniahta 
bridge.— Benjamin  Blaine.  Hull.— James  Winck- 
worth.— Edwar.i  Jeffery,  Great  Varmouth.— Tho- 
mas Daniant.— IViUiam  Blades,  Sedburrk, 
Yorkshire.  — (veorjce  Frederick  Blacker,  Mid- 
somer,  Norton,  Somerset.— William  Augustas 
Raper,  Honiham.  Sussex.— William  James  Sal- 
mon.—Thomas  Handford,  Banstead,  Surrey. — 
Jamea  Teevan. 
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KeptatEDUosTOV,  Latitude  hi'' 37  32"  J^. 
Longitude  0°  3  51"  W.  qf  Greenwich. 


Nam, 
Wednesday  18 
Thursday  .  19 
Friday  .  .  90 
Saturday  .  21 
Sunday  .  .  93 
Monday .  .  28 
Tuesday    .  34 


3  51 

THBaMOIfBTBa. 

Anom  34  to  40 

83  44 
3S  43 

84  44 

85  41 
29  47 
80  65 


Bakombtke. 

39-73  to  39*60 

39-68  39  85 

39-98  80-00 

39-50  39-36 

39-68  3994 

39*97  39-94 

80-01  80*09 


RELIEF  OF  DEAFNESS. 

Dbrham  remarks  in  his  Physioo-Theology, 
that  the  deaf  hear  best  amidst  a  noise ;  for 
instance,  a  man  hard  of  hearing  heard  best 
when  the  bells  were  ringing,  and  a  deaf 
landlady  when  the  servant  was  heating  a 
drum. 

Hence  it  is,  that  as  princes  and  ministers 
are  generally  hard  of  hearing,  a  noise  is 
made  with  music,  kettle  drums,  and  cannon, 


Wind  N.E.  on  the  18tb ;  North  on  the  90th : 
S.W.  on  the  21st;  N.W.  on  the  2Sd  ;  on  the  93d, 
S.W.  in  the  morning,  and  West  inthe  afternoon : 
N.W.  and  N.E.  on  the  24th. 

On  the  I8th  cloudy,  snowing  nearly  all  the 
afternoon,  flakes  remarkably  large,  rain  in  the 
eveninf? ;  the  19th,  morning  cloudy,  with  rain, 
otherwise  clear ;  the  30th  clear ;  the  31  st  general^ 
cloudy,  with  flrequent  showers;  the  33d clear; 
the  38d  general  overcast,  raiu  in  the  morning; 
the  24th  generally  clear. 

Rain  ikllen  1  inch,  and  -025  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adamb. 

Notice. — Numerous  communications  are 
unavoidably  postponed.  

Wilson  6e  Ooilvy,  S7,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  green,  or  black ;  decomposition  takes  place; 

Qjf  .fill  Tegicatlona  appear,  ^Ued  with  dark-eoloared 

fluids;    air    is    extricated  also.      If  there 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  be  a  great  accumulation   of  fluid  m  the 

PHYSIC,  P&rt  there  will  still  remain  tension;  but 

usually  the  mortified   part  is  flaccid  and 

Deiivertd  at  King  s  CoUege^  London^  boggy ;  and  it  emi|3  a  cadaverous  smell. 

Br  Dr.  Watson.  ^  ^^S  '"^T^K  P*^.  T'*^  under  m- 

flammation,  they  do  not  always  assume  this 

—  black  appearance :  often  they  are  yellowish ; 

T               jrt  or  the  soft  tissue  of  the  dead  part  readily 

,                            '    ^  ,  ^  imbibes  fluid,  and  takes  the  colour  of  the 

MorftJleattOH,   aa  an  went   of  mjlamma^  substances  with  which  it  has  been  in  contact. 

iton.  Inflammatory  fever.   Hectic  Fever,  -^g  g^g  sloughs  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 

Tgpkoid  Fever.    Modification  of  inflam-  ^j^g  mtestines  presenting  the  ochery  hue  of 

wation  by  differences  qf  tissue :    Cellular  ^^  f^^^  matters  which  had  rested  upon 

tissue;  substance    of  glands    and   solid  them. 

ffiscera;    serous    membranes:    synovial  ^^t  I  have  described  as  mortification, 
membranes!    tegumentary  membranes--  occurring  externally,  and  succeeding  to  in- 
form —  mucous  membranes;     muscular  flammation,  is  such  as  the  surgeon  witnesses. 
tissue;  arteries;  veins:  substance  of  the  Sometunes  it  spreads,  and  loses  and  con- 
^^*^'  founds  itself,  insensibly,  with  the  adjoining 
We  were  occupied,  when  last  we  met,  with  parts,  which  still  retain  life ;  and  which  may 
what  may  properly  be  called  the  events  qf  continue  actively  inflamed;  and  subsequently 
inflammation.     We  passed  in  review,   Ist,  perish  also.  Under  more  favourable  circum- 
resolution  as  an   event    of    inflammation ;  stances,  a  distinct  boundary  line  is  formed 
2ndly,  serous  effusion ;  3rdly,  the  pouring  between  the  dead  and  the  living  parts ;  and 
out  of  coagulable  lymph,  constituting  the  nature   proceeds  to  amputate   the  portion 
adhesive  form   or  stage   of   inflammation ;  which  has  lost  its  vitality.     The  process  by 
4thly,  the  formation  of  pus,  or  suppuration ;  which  this  is  effected  is  extremely  interesting: 
and  5thly,  ulceration.      The   pathology  of  adhesive  inflammation  constructs  a  barrier 
these  several  events,  so  far  as  it  is  under-  of  lymph  against  any  farther  advance  of  the 
stood,    and  the  change    of    symptoms  to  mortification ;    a  furrow  of  ulceration  marks 
which  they  may  respectively  lead,  were  also  out  upon  the  surface  the  commencing  sepa- 
treated  of   as  fiilly   as   the  limits  of   my  ration »  and  (supposing  a  part  of  one  Ihnb 
course  allow.     At  the  dose  of  the  lecture  to  have  become  gangrenous,  the  foot  for 
I  was  about  to  speak  of  the  sixth  and  last  example)    the    furrow    gradually    deepens, 
event  of  inflammation  that  requires  to  be  until  the  dead  part  is  completely  cut  off. 
noticed ;    viz.  gangrene,  sphacelus,  morti-  This  very  fact  shows  that  all  the  textures  of 
fication.  the  body,  skin,  muscle,  nerve,  blood-vessel. 
Mortification. — ^When  mortification  thus  and  bone,  are  capable  of  being  removed  by 
succeeds  to  inflammation,  the  part  dies ;  it  the  ulcerative  process.     Meanwhile  very  in- 
becomes  cold ;  all  circulation  through  it  is  teresting  changes  occur  in  the  part  that  lives: 
at  an  end ;  all  sensation  in  it  is  over.      If  it  the  large  vessels  are  plugged  up,  to  a  certain 
be  an  external  part,  its  colour  changes ;  from  distance,  by  the  coagulation  of  the  blood 
being    red    it  becomes  mottled,  purplish,  contained  in  them;  the  coagulation  of  the 

679.— XXVII.  2  C 
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blood  foUowing  its  stagoatioii.    They  are  unhealthy  condition  of  the  blood  conduces  ta 

farther  sealed  up,  and  the  amaUer  veasels  the  sloughing  process.    Inflammation  of  the 

also  are  dosed^  by  coagulable  lymph.   Were  stomach  and  intestines  is  marked  by  a  strong; 

it  not  for  these  changes,  fatal  haemonhoge  disposition  to  ran  into  gangrene— 4iid  this 

would  follow  the  separation  of  the  dead  part,  again  is  consistent  with  what  I   formerly 

Now  this  is  just  what  a  surgeon  rudely  mentioned,  of  the  depressing  influence  of  in- 

imitates  when  he  amputates  a  limb ;  he  cuts  fiammation  of  these  organs  upon  the  heart. 
through  the  parts  with  knife  and  saw,  and        It  is  necessary  to  remember  that  mottifi* 

he  ties  the  larger  blood-vessds  as  he  goes  cation  is  capable  of  being  produced  by  other 

along.     He    follows    the    path  which   the  causes,  as  well  as  by  inflammation.     Tlie 

natural  processes  point  out :  and  in  truth,  a  death  of  frost-bitten  parts  is  perhaps  scarcely 

great  part  of  both  physic  and  surgery  con-  an  exception — ^the  pluenoraena  of  mortifica- 

sists  in  learning  what  are  the  expedients  of  tion  occur  in  them  after  the  reapplication  of 

repair  and  preservation  for  which  provision  a  certain  degree  of  heat — sufllcient,  probably, 

has   been   made   in   the   living   body ;    in  to  give  rise  to  more  action  than  the  frosen 

exciting,  or  repressing,  or  directing,  or  imi-  parts  can  bear  without  perishing.     But  the 

tating,  liiose  natural  actions  which  generally  mere  cutting  off  the  supply  of  arterial  blood, 

tend,  and  often  suffice,  to  restore  healthy  independently  ofany  inflammation,  will  cause 

and  to  save  life.  mortification.     Osnfication  of  tbe  arterial 

Mortification  is  more  common  in  some  trunks,  and  consequent  stagnation  and  co- 
internal  parts  than  in  others.  It  is  frequent  agulation  of  the  blood  in  them,  is  the  oona^ 
in  the  cehular  tissue ;  and  in  the  mucous  and  monest  cause  of  the  dry  gangrene  of  old 
submucous  tissues  of  the  alimentary  canal ;  persons — the  gangrena^eniUt!  which,  by  the 
in  the  throat,  for  example,  in  cynanche  way,  is  not  always  dry.  In  the  m^gorityy 
maligna ;  and  in  the  glandular  parts  of  the  however,  of  these  cases,  the  gangrenous  part, 
intestines  in  fever.  It  seldom  affects  the  not  being,  preteroaturally  loaded  with  fluid, 
other  mucous  systems — ^those  which  belong  does  not  so  rapidly  putrefy ;  but  remains 
to  the  air-passages  and  the  urinary  organs,  dry,  and  shrinks  up.  Again,  whatever  tends 
It  occurs  sometimes — but  not  very  oft^n —  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  venous  blood 
in  the  substance  of  the  lungs.  It  is  seldom  from  a  part  (as  a  firm  ligature  placed  round 
met  with  in  serous  and  fibrous  tbsues.  It  a  limb — or  the  constriction  of  the  gut  in 
is  not  at  aU  uncommon  in  bone ;  producing  strangulated  hernia)  is  favourable  also  to  the 
exfoliatian  when  it  is  slight  and  superficial ;  production  of  mortification.  Probably  here 
neeratis  when  the  entire  shaft  of  a  long  bone  too  the  direct  or  in£rect  pressure  made  upon 
dies.  In  these  cases  the  process  is  slow,  and  the  arteries  is  chiefly  concerned  in  occa- 
we  can  watch  its  repair ;  and  a  beautiM  sioning  the  death  of  the  part.  We  see  limbs 
process  it  is :  but  I  must  not  stop  even  to  mortify  sometimes  after  their  principal  artery 
admire  it.  has  been  tied  for  the  cure  of  aneurism,  when 

Now  mortification  is  no  certain  or  constant  the  collateral  arterial  circulation  fails  snffi- 

event  of  inflammation.     It  depends,  more  or  ciently  to  re-establish  itself :  we  see  the  same 

less,  upon  various  causes  and  conditions,  thing  when  the  passage  of  the  blood  through 

Sometimes  upon  the  mere  intensity  of  the  the  main  artery  is  stopped  by  external  injuries, 
inflammation,  as  in  sloughing  inflammation        There  is  also  a  very  curious   form   of 

of  the  genitals :  the  progress  of  the  mortifi-  chronic  and  dry  gangrene  produced  by  the 

cation  being  fast  checked  by  those  measures  continued  use  of  diseased  gndn  as  fbod — and 

which  are  calculated  to  abate  the  violence  of  particularly  of  the  spurred  rye :  and  to  this, 

the  inflammation.     The  sloughing   of   the  as  a  distinct  disease,  I  may  perhaps  have 

cornea  in  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia  is  another  occasion  to  direct  your  attention  hereafter, 
example  to  the  same  purpose. 

Again,  whatever  tends  to  weaken  the  cir-        The  different  stages  and  events  of  ihflam* 

culation  in  the  part  affected — or  in  the  mation  that  have  now  been  described  are 

system  at  lafge — ^tends  also  to  promote  the  accompanied  by  corresponding  disturbances 

ferishing  of  the  textures  that  are  inflamed,  of  the  system  at  large.    These  were  touched 

n  persons  who  are  debilitated  by  fever,  the  upon   (barely  mentioned,  however)  in  that 

jnere  pressure  of  the  body  against  the  bed  is  rough  snd  general  outline  which  I  attempted 

enough  to  produce  sloughing  of  the  integu-  to  sketdi  in  the  outset,  of  the  various  imae- 

,ments  of  the  sacrum,  hips,  and  elbows.  The  nomena  of  inflammation ;   and  to  which  I 

same  phenomena  are  apt  to  occur  in  parts  have  since  referred  as  a  type.   They  require, 

that  are  palsied.     In  dropsical  patients,  with  for  many  reasons,  to  be  considered  somewhat 

feeble  and  impeded  circulation,  we  find  that  more  minutely. 

a  blister  on  the  extremities,  where  the  drcu-        When,  as  surgeons,  you  have  to  deal  with 

.lation  is  the  moit  feeble,  will  sometime^  external  inflammation,  you  have  no  diifi- 

cause mortification ;  while  it  might  be  applied  culty,  in  the  first  place,  in  asoertsining  its 

•to  the  chest  without  any  risk  of  that  event,  actual  existence :  you  see  it ;  and  you  Imow 

probably,  in  each  of  these  instances,  the  besides,  merely  by  looking  «t  the  part,  and 
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perhaps  hmt^l<"g  it,  what  changes  it  lias  symptoms  (hat  denote  the  existence  of  Sn- 

undergone.    You    may  peroeiTe    that    the  flammatory  ferer  are  debility  and  chilliness ; 

opposite  lips  of  a  wound  have  adhered  (  or  followed  oy,  or  alternating  with,  increased 

that  a  phlegmon,  in  which  you  can  also  heat  of  sldn ;  and  increased  freqneoey  and 

dUdnguish  floctuation,  has  assumed  a  pyra-  force,  and  often  hardneu  of  the  pulse ;  with 

midal  form,  and  begins  to  look  white  upon  considerable  derangement  of  most  of  the 

its  summit :  or  you  observe  that  tlie  abscess  natural  functions  of  tiie  body.    Commcmly 

has  broken,  and  left  an  ulcer  behind  it,  which  there  is  headadie  and  confusion  of  teught, 

pours  out  pus,  snd  which  shows  a  tendency  languor,  thirst,  loss  of  appetite*  a  furred  or 

to  contract,  or  to  enlarge  itself :  or  you  may  white  tongue. 

remark  the  alteration  of  colour  and  of  tem-  Among  these  leading  symptoms,  the  chOli* 

perature  which  denotes  the  approach  of  mor-  ness,  often  amounting  40  shivering,  has  this 

tification,  or  the  actual  deatii  of  the  part,  particular  importance  attached  to  it,  that  it 

The  mere  exercise  of  your  external  senses  marks  ttie  dale  of  the  febrile  disturbance, 

apprises  you,  not  merely  that  there  is  in-  And  it  is  worth  observing,  that  rigors  more 

fluunation,  but  also  whether  it  is  of  the  oomnonly   attend   the    commencement    of 

mdhnive  kind ;  or  has  reached  the  degree  of  -spontaneous  inflammation  than  of  inflamma- 

MuppunUum :    or  has  produced  gaangimut  tion  caused  by  external  injury. 

At  the  same  time  you  do  not  fSul  to  notioe  Now,  without  going  more  into  detail — of 

the  nature  of  the  eotuiiiuiimtii  disturbance  this  febrile  condition  belonging  to  the  early 

that  may  be  present ;  wad  the  knowledge  stage  of  inflammation,  I  malce  the  following 

thus  obtained  of  the  ioeal  and  of  the  general  remarks, 

symptoms  detianniiiesyour  plan  of  treatment.  1.  That  it  generally  weeeedi  the  mani- 

But  niMA,  as  phyticiantf  we  have  to  do  fbsCation  of  the  local  symptoms  of  the  in- 

with  iaflauimations  of  internal  parts  of  the  flammation :  and  that  we  cannot,  therefore, 

hofii^f  and  when  the  changes  attendant  upon  help  considering  the  fever  aa  the  natural 

that  process  are  concealed  frorxi  our  view,  ^ect  of  the  inflammation, 

the  case  is  very  different.    We  should  often  Kaltenbrunner  describes  an  eneriment  of 

be  unable  to  make  out  the  nature  of  the  this  kind.     He  says,  if  a  drop  of  alcohol  be 

disease  at  aU,  if  the  presence  of  pyrexia  did  applied  to  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  the  blood 

not  instruct  us.     Sometimes  Uie  constitn-  presently  flows  towards  ^  part  irritated, 

tional  disturbance  is  all  that  is  apparent,  and  the  circulation  in  it   is   accelerated; 

until  after  death.    And,  as  the  disease  pro-  ctmgettiim  takes  place,  and  follows  its  known 

ceeds,  we  frequently  are  able  to  judge  that  march. 

this  or  that  eveni  of  inflammation  has  taken  If  the  dose  of  alcohol  be  augmented,  the 
place,  only  by  observing  the  indirect  symp-  phsnomena  of  congestion  increase  consi- 
toms  vdiidi  declare  themselves  through  the  derably,  and  extend  over  a  larger  space  :  at 
medium  of  the  system  at  large.  Yet  it  is  in  length  points  of  stagnation  appearing  in  the 
many  cases  of  the  greatsst  importance  to  focus  of  the  affected  part  announce  the 
mark  the  transition  from  one  stage  or  event  establishment  of  inflammation. 
of  inflammation  to  another;  and  to  learn  If  the  dose  of  alcohol  be  still  fSuiher 
whether,  and  in  what  degree,  Uie  more  urgent  increased,  we  observe  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
of  the  symptoms  depend  upon  the  inflam-  the  inflammatory  points  of  stagnation  become 
mation  itself;  or  upon  the  effects  which  it  larger  and  more  numerous ;  and  that,  on  the 
has  produced.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  other,  the  circumferential  disturbances  of  the 
we  have  not,  sometimes,  as  sure  indications  circulation  extend  themselves,  so  as  at  length 
afforded  us  by  direct  symptoms,  cognizable  to  implicate  the  whole  of  the  circulating 
by  the  sense  of  hearing  or  of  touch,  of  the  system :  they  give  rise  to  a  /ever,  which  ia 
state  of  internal  organs,  as  we  could  have  if  added  to  the  inflammation.  Hie  circulation 
they  were  exposed  to  our  view.  To  these  in  the  web  of  the  opposite  foot  is  as  much 
direct  symptoms  I  am  not  now  about  to  accelerated  as  in  the  vessels  surrounding  the 
refer ;  they  must  be  spoken  of  in  connexion  inflamed  part  in  the  first  foot.  If  the  word 
with  the  diseases  to  which  they  belong.  But  congestion  had  not  a  local  meaning,  we 
the  information  which  the  physician  gains  might  call  fever  (he  says)  a  general  congestion, 
firom  what  may  be  called  constitutional  Perhaps  the  fever  may  be  owing  to  the 
symptoms  is  always  highly  valuable ;  and  it  circulation  of  sltered  blood  throughout  the 
IS  sometimes  the  only  information  that  offers  body.  We  know  that  the  blood  is  altered  in 
any  guidance  to  the  remedial  measures  he  these  cases,  inasmuch  as  it  is  found  to  con- 
ought  to  adopt.  tain  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  fibrin ; 

Ii^lammatory  Fever. — Inflammation,  suf-  and  as  it  has  acquired  the  unnatural  quality 

ficiently  extensive  or  intense  to  disturb  the  whereby,  when  withdrawn  from  the  body, 

general   system    at    all,  is   attended  with  and  allowed  to  coagulate,  it  exhibits  the 

pyrexia :  and  the  presence  of  pyrexia,  when  huffy  coaL 

the  part  affected  is  unseen,  marks  the  nature  That  the  febrile  state  follows  the  local 

of  tiie  disease.    The  most  prominent  of  the  inflammation  in  point  of  time,  is  then  tha 
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rule :  but  thu  rule  has  frequent  ezoeptioiis.  tary  muscles.     Still  more  coupkooos  am 

Erysipelas,  and  all  the  febrile  exanthemata,  these  peculiaritaes  in  some  cases  of  inflamed 

afford  instances  of  exception;  the  fever  sets  in  veins;  and  whenever  inflammation  is  pro- 

before  any  manifestation  at  least  of  the  local  duced  or  accompanied  by  the  introdoctioD 

symptoms.    These  are  indeed  diseases  of  a  into  the  system  of  certain  animal  poisons, 
specific  kind  :  but  the  same  is  true  some*         6.  The  relative  duration  of  the  inflamma^ 

tunes  of  diseases  that  appear  to  be  simply  tory  fever  is  subject  to  some  variety.     It 

inflammatory ;  such  as  inflammation  of  the  may  persist  for  a  little  while,  for  a  few  days 

lungs,  and  cynanche  tonsillaris.    There  are  even,  after  all  the  local  signs  of  inflammation 

other  cases  in  which  the  local  s3rmptom8  and  have  disappeared  :  this  happens  chiefly  in 

the  general  febrile  disturbance  appear  to  persons  o^  an  irritable  habit.    We  w«tch 

burst  forth  simultaneously :  this  is  seen  in  such  cases  narrowly,  not  without  some  ap- 

certain  instances  of  pleurisy,  and  of  peri-  prehension  of  a  relapse.     On  the  other  hand, 

tonitis.  a  rapid  abatement  of  the  febrile  symptoms 

2.  Again,  it  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  sometimes  takes  place,  while  the  local  changes 
the  inflammatory  fever  is  not  always  propor-  continue,  or  even  for  a  time  increase  in  ex- 
tioned,  in  its  degree  of  violence,  to  either  tent.     Nevertheless,  we  hail  this  change  as 
the  size  or  the  importance   of   the    part  a  fevourable  augury  of  the  ultimate  result, 
inflamed.  The  pyrexia  is  often  very  strongly 

marked    in    that    common  complaint,   the        Hectic/ever, — ^When  inflammation,  exter- 

quinsy,  inflammatory  aore-throat,  cynanche  nal  or  internal,  has  gone  on  to  the  formation 

tonsillaris — ^which  can  scarcely  ever  be  said  to  of  pus,  that  event  is  flrequently  marked  by 

imply  much  danger.  the  supervention  of  peculiar  symptoms,  and 

3.  The  situation,  the  extent,  and  the  the  character  of  the  fever  undergoes,  for  the 
degree,  of  the  local  inflammation  being  the  most  part,  a  striking  alteration. 

same,  the  fever  commonly  runs  higher  in        It  is  very  important  to  ascertain  the  time 

young,   and  in  plethoric  persons,   and  in  when  this  event  of  inflammation  takes  place, 

.  those  of  sanguine  temperament,  than  under  or  is  at  hand ':  for  the  measures  which  might 

the  oppoaite  conditions.  have  been  proper  and  neceasary  while  any 

4.  The  inflammatory  fever  may  be  modi-  prospect  remained  of  the  retolution  of  the 
fled  in  the  outset,  or  very  early  indeed,  by  inflammation,  may  be  useless,  and  even  hurt- 
the  nature  of  the  part  upon  which  the  in-  ful,  if  continued  after  that  prospect  is  at  an 
flammation  has  seized.     I  have  several  times  end. 

mentioned  the  peculiar  depressing  effect  upon        When  the  surgeon  perceives  any  indiea- 

the  action  of  the  heart  produced  by  inflam-  tion  of  the  formation  of  pus  in  an  external 

mation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  of  part,  he  mostly  despairs  of  being  able  to  being 

some  other  of  the  abdominal  organs ;  and  about  resolution ;  ceases  to  abstract  blood 

particularly  by  inflammation, involving  their  from  the  part,  or  from  the  system  ;  and  ^o 

peritonea]  covering.  This  lowering  influence  plies  perhaps  warmth    and    moisture,   by 

(which  is  analogous  to  that  of  certain  me-  means  of  a  linseed  poultice,  to  promote  the 

chanical  injuries  to  the  abdomen)  has  been  suppuration.     And  a  corresponding  change 

supposed  to  depend  upon  the  subduing  and  of  pUn  is  required  in  internal  inflammations* 
sickening  kind    of   pain  which  is  apt  to        Now  the  commencement  of  suppuration  ia 

accompany   inflammation    of   these    parts,  often  marked  by  rigors ;  and  its  cimtinuanee 

However  it  may  arise,  it  gives  a  peculiar  by  hectic  fever. 

character  to  the  inflammatory  fever ;  lessens         If,  after  the  symptoms  of  inflammation 

the  amount  of  reaction,  or  abridges  its  dura-  have  lasted  for  a  certain  time,  the  patient  ia 

tion ;  affects  especially  the  quality  of  the  attacked  by  cold  shiverings,  followed  by  some 

pulse ;  and  carries  with  it  a  strong  tendency  increase  of  heat,  that  circumstance  slone  is 

towards  death  by  asthenia.  enough  to  make  us  suspect  that  pus  is  formed, 

5.  There  is  no  doubt  either  that  the  cha-  or  is  about  to  be  formed  :  and  to  teach  us 
racter  of  the  inflammatory  fever  is  liable  to  that  the  measui^s  employed  to  effect  a  reso« 
be  considerably  modified,  from  the  first,  by  lution  of  the  inflammation  have  not  been 
the  previous  habits  of  the  patient.     In  per-  successful. 

sons  who  have  been  habitually  intemperate —        Rigors  are  very  striking  sjrmptoms  ;  but 

or  who  have  been  subject  to  long-continued  they  are  by  no  means  necessarily  connected 

excitement  of  the  nervops  system  of  any  with  suppuration.    They  usher  in,  as  I  pre- 

kind — the  fever  which  attends  inflammation  sume  you  know,  most  forms  of  fever,  appeur- 

approaches  more  or  less  to  the  typhoid  form,  ing  at  the  very  outset  of  the  disease.    They- 

fh>m  the  very  beginning.  The  febrile  reaction  recur,  at  regular  intervals,  in  ague.     Slight 

is  less  strongly  pronounced.  The  ftmctions  of  causes  will,  sometimes,  produce  them.   They 

animal  life  are  sooner  and  more  deeply  in-  often  follow  the  introduction  of  a  bougie  into 

volved  in  the  train  of  morbid  actions.  Stupor  the  urethra.  But  when  they  occur  after  ayn^' 

and  delirium  are  apt  to  occur ;  with  extreme  tome  of  internal  infiammaiion  kave  been  for 

debility  and  irregular  movements  of  the  volun-  eome  time  preeent^  they  denote,  in  most  cases, 
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Qie  prodnetion  of  pus  in  the  part  or  organ  hfeight  the  chilliness  will  in  some  patients 

inflamed.     Sometimes  one  snch  shaking  fit  return,  which  is  an  infedlible  character  of  this 

only  is  observed :    sometimes  several  take  disorder.     Almost  all   other  fevers  begin 

place.    When  they  recur,  it  is  usually  at  with  a  sense  of  cold,  but  in  them  it  is  never 

irregular  intervals  :  but  cases  do  happen  in  known  to  return  and  to  last  twenty  minutes 

whidi  the  shiverings  indicative  of  internal  or  half  an  hour,  while  the  fever  seems  at  its 

suppuration  are  so  strictly  periodic,  that  height,  which  in  hectic  will  sometimes  hap- 

unless  all  the  circumstances   be  carefully  pen." 

taken  into  the  account,  they  may  be  mistaken  Hectic  fever  is  one  of  the  fearful  aooom- 

fbr  signs  of  intermittent  fever.  paniments,  and  sometimes  the  most  strongly 

The  leading  symptoms  of  hectic  fever  (by  marked  symptom,  of  pulmonary  consump- 
which,  I  say,,thecon/tmMmceof  suppuration  tion :  and  where  the  existence  of  that  corn- 
is  commonly  marked)  are  an  abiding  fre-  plaint  is  suspected,  yet  a  matter  of  doubt, 
quency  of  pulse ;  alternations  of  chilliness  we  look  for  indications  of  hectic  fever  with 
with  heat  and  flushing,  followed  by  perspira-  the  grratest  anxiety. 

tion ;  a  gradual  wasting  of  the  body ;  and  With  relation  to  hectic  fever,  considered 

progressive  d^bUity.  as  an  indirect  symptom  that  suppuration  has 

I  shall  hereafter  have  to  describe  to  you  a  succeeded  to  inflammation,  and  is  still  going 

very  different  kind  of  disease,  in  which,  how-  on,  it  will  be  worth  your  while  to  notice  the 

ever,  there  is  a  succession  of  symptoms  re-  strong  contrast  it  offiers  in  many  particulars, 

sembling  more  or  less  closely  the  series  that  to  the  inflammatory  fever  that  attends  tiie 

characterizes  hectic;  I  mean  remittent  fever:  earlier  stages  of  inflammatioD. 

the  succession   of  symptoms  being  chilli-  The  pulse  loses  much  or  all  of  its  kardneu 

ness,   heat,   perspiration.      Qut   these  two  and  strength,  but  it  remains  permanently 

disorders  are  in  most  cases  discriminated  more  frequent  than  the  pulse  of  health :  the 

from  each  other  by  the  circumstances  under  appetite  returns  in  great  measure ;  the  thirst 

which  they  occur.  abates  ;  the  tongue,  instead  of  being  covered 

The  symptoms  of  hectic  fever  often  creep  with  a  white  fur,  becomes  clean  and  moist, 
on,  at  the  outset,  insidiously,  and  almost  and  towards  the  end  is  sometimes  unnatu- 
imperceptibly.  "  A  very  slight  degree  of  rally  red,  or  speckled  with  aphthae  :  there  is 
emaciation,  a  pulse  a  little  quicker  than  no  longer  headache  or  confusion  of  thought, 
ordinary,  with  a  small  increase  of  heat,  es-  A  few  more  touches  will  suffice  to  fill  up 
pecially  after  meals,  are  often  the  first  symp-  the  picture  of  hectic  fever, 
toms  which  can  lead  us  to  suspect  the  for-  The  face  is  usually  pale ;  but  during  the 
mation  of  hectic.''  Cullen  lia  described  exacerbations  it  is  partially  flushed,  and  very 
hectic  fever  as  consisting  of  two  exacerba-  often  a  characteristic  circumscribed  red  spot 
tions  in  the  24  hours — one  about  noon,  the  appears  upon  either  cheek.  Besides  the 
other  towards  evening;  but  in  many  cases  evident  emaciation,  various  minor  <^)iangea 
the  latter  alone  is  distinctly  marked.  The  mark  the  want  of  proper  nourishment :  the 
patient  fsels  shivery  and  cold  towards  skin,  when  not  perspiring,  is  harsh  and 
night ;  then  the  skin  becomes  hot  and  dry,  scurfy ;  little  branny  scales  may  be  rubbed 
especially  in  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  the  from  the  legs,  merely  by  the  friction  pro- 
soles  of  the  feet,  and  the  pulse  more  fre-  duced  in  drawing  off  the  stockings;  thehain 
qnent;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  or  become  fine  and  fall  off;  the  finger-nails  are 
towards  morning,  he  wakes  from  short  and  incurvated  into  an  adunque  form ;  and  the 
uneasy  sleep,  in  perspiration,  which  is  often  sclerotic  coat  of  the  eye,  as  seen  through  the 
profuse.  Sometimes,  however,  there  are  conjunctiva,  becomes  of  a  pearly  white.  Aa 
two  or  three  fits  in  a  day.  The  paroxysms  the  disease  advances  oedematous  swellings  of 
are  shorter,  and  less  regular,  than  those  of  the  ankles  are  very  apt  to  come  on. 
intermittent  or  of  remittent  fever.  Each  of  The  connexion  between  hectic  fever  and 
the  three  phsenoraena  constituting  the  series  the  formation  of  pus  in  some  part  or  other 
may,  in  its  turn,  be  wanting :  and  even  if  the  of  the  body  is  so  frequent,  that  it  has  been 
paroxysms  are  regular  for  two  or  three  times  deemed,  by  persons  of  great  experience  and 
together,  they  never  continue  to  be  so.  sagacity,  a  universal  tact.  Dr.  Cullen  teUa 
Many  circumstances  connected  with  the  us,  in  his  First  lAnea,  that  he  had  never 
paroxysm  itself  are  very  distinctive.  "  The  seen  hectic  in  any  case,  when  there  was  not 
hectic  patient,"  says  Dr.  Heberden,  who  evidently,  or  when  he  had  not  ground  to 
has  left  us  a  very  g^od  account  of  this  affec-  suppose  tiiere  was,  a  permanent  purulency  or 
tion  in  his  Commentaries^  "  is  very  little  or  ulceration  in  some  external  or  internal  part, 
not  at  all  relieved  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  And  Dr.  J.  Thomson,  speaking  of  the  opinion 
sweat ;  but  is  often  as  restiess  and  uneasy  that  hectic  might  occur  independantiy  of 
after  he  begins  to  perspire  as  he  was  while  suppuration,  uses  these  words :  "But  till 
be  shivered  or  burned.  All  the  signs  of  facts  more  decisive,  and  cases  more  aocu- 
Ibver  are  sometimes  found  the  same  after  rately  described  than  any  which  have  yet 
the  perspiration  is  over ;  and  during  their  appeared  are  produced  in  proof  of   that 
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opinidn,  I  sh«ll  think  myiiell  jultifled  in  hectic  fevbr,  considered  as  a  oanfdtii^oiial 

adopting  the  eomnum  opinion ;  and  in  be*  lymptom  of  mischief  that  may  reveal  itselT 

lieving  that  hectic  fever  is  in  every  instance  by  scarcely  any  other  token,  and  espedally 

connected,  if  not  with  the  abgorpiion,  at  as  a  sign  of  snpparation,  dcserres  all  the 


least  with  the /ormafton  of  pas."  attention  we  can  give  it ;  and  for  that 

The  notion  allnded  to  in  the  latter  part  of  son  have  I  spoken  of  it  rather  wt  large, 

this  quotation  was  at  one  time  very  com-  Whenever  I   mention  hectie  fever  in  the 

monly  entertained,  viz.  that  hectic  fever  ikrther  progress  of  these  leetores,  yo«  will 

resulted  from  the  reabsorption  of  pus  into  know  all  that  I  wish  to  express  by  thai 

the  blood ;  but  there  are  many  facts  ded-  term, 
dedly  opposed  to  this  belief.     Considerable 

collections  of  matter  not  mifreqnently  dis-  Typhoid  fner, — I  have  very  little  to  aaj 
appear,  t.  e.  are  taken  np  again  into  the  at  present  respecting  that  modificatioa  of  the 
blood,  without  occasioning  the  slightest  ap-  general  febrile  dtrtnibauce,  which  sometiaM* 
proach  to  hectic.  Again,  hectic  will  aocom-  attends  martifleaiion  as  an  event  of  inflam- 
pany,  and  be  kept  up  by,  a  scrofulous  joint  mation.  I  stated  before  that  the  fever  is 
attended  with  an  open  sore,  and  it  will  some-  apt  in  these  cases  to  assume  the  typhoid 
times  cease  at  once,  and  completely,  upon  the  form ;  and  to  be  characteiized  by  alnkuig  of 
removal  of  the  diseased  limb  by  amputation ;  the  pulse,  shrunken  features,  coldness  and 
although  a  greater  quantity  of  pus  is  secreted  damminessof  tiieskin,adry  andbbcktoogue^ 
by  ihe^  stump,  than  had  been  secreted  in  the  low  muttering  delirium  or  stupor,  tremors  of 
diseased  part  previously  to  the  operation,  the  voluntary  muscles,  with  spasmodic  start- 
Facts  like  these  prove,  I  think,  that  hectic  ings  of  their  tendons,  and  insensibility  to  the 
is  not  simply  a  consequence  of  the  absorp-  passage  of  fieoes  and  of  urine.  1  maai, 
tion  of  pus  into  the  blood :  and  they  seem  however,  now  inform  yon  that  these  typhoid 
to  have  iiuggested  to  Mr.  Abemethy  the  symptoms  are  no  oonstant  or  necessary  con- 
notion  (which  was  also  held  indeed  by  John  comitants  of  mortification.  The  natural 
Hunter)  that  sympathetic  hectic  fever  is  a  mode  of  death,  under  gangrene,  is  death  by 
ieoMed  action  of  the  system,  endeavouring  to  asthenia.  But  the  typhoid  state  involves  tlw 
throw  off  what  annoys  it :  the  cause  of  irri-  nervous  functions,  and  tends  to  death  hf 
tation  being  removed,  it  ceases  forthwith.  coma.  Whenever,  therefore,  typhoid  symp- 
And  there  ii  another  conclusive  drcnm-  toms  supervene  upon  inflammation  which 
stance  to  be  mentioned.  Notwithstanding  ends  in  sphacelus,  they  may  with  much  pro- 
the  opinions  I  just  now  quoted  from  Cullen  bability  be  attributed  to  some  coatamim^^inn 
and  Thomson,  I  believe  few  persons  who  have  of  the  blood  by  an  animal  poison  $  and  such 
attended  to  the  subject,  doubt,  now,  that  contamination  may  have  taken  place  previ- 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  idiopathic  hectic ;  onsly  to  the  moitiiication,  and  have  even 
hecti<^  unconnected  at  least  with  suppuration  helped  to  produce  it,  as  when  inflammatiim 
any  where.  We  often  see  hectic,  or  a  gene-  arises  during  the  progress  of  the  contagioQa 
ral  state  of  the  system  not  to  be  distinguished  febrile  disorders;  or  it  may  occur  as  a  oon* 
firom  hectic,  in  mothers  who  have  suckled  sequence  of  the  mortification  itself,  by  direct 
their  infanta  too  long :  we  see  it  too,  some-  absorption  into  the  system  of  some  of  the 
times»  if  I  mistake  not,  in  newly  married  putrefying  and  poisonous  elements.  Into 
httshuids :  and  it  may  be  noticed  as  oc-  which  the  dead  part  has  been  resolved, 
earring  more  or  less  distinctly  in  those  who  One  drcumstanoe,  worth  bearing  in  mind, 
labour  under  diabetes.  What  is  common  to  as  sometimes  indicating  the  supervention  of 
an  these  cases  is,  that  there  is  an  habitual  internal  mortification,  is  the  sudden  cessa 
drain  upon  the  system  beyond  what  the  nu-  tion  of  pain :  giving  hope  to  the  patient  and 
triment  taken  into  it  can  supply  and  ooun-  his  friends  that  the  danger  is  over-;  but  not 
terbalance.  It  is  certain,  too,  that  hectic  deceiving  the  experienced  physiciaa, 
fever  sometimes  happens  in  phthisis,  not 

only  before  there  has  been  any  expectoration  ModiflcaH&m  qf  in^lammaiion  b^  d^<^ 

of  puriform  matter,  but  prior  even  to  the  reneei  of  tittue. — So  much,  then,  for  the 

softening  and  suppuration  of  a  single  tuber-  local  and  constitutional  events  of  inflsirma- 

cle.     I  call  to  mind  one  instance  in  parti-  tion,  considered  generally, 

cular  of  this.     The  hectic  was  distinctly  It  remains  for  me  to  make  some  observa- 

marked,  and  continued  long.     The  patient  tions  upon  die  modifications  of  infiamma- 

died,  at  last,  comatose,  after  two  attacks  of  tion,  according  as  it  affects  the  different  tia- 

convulsion.    Two  or  Aree  large  scrofulous  sues  of  which  the  body  is  composed.    Many 

tumon  were  found  imbedded  in  the  sub-  of  these  observations  I  have,  indeed,  already 

stance  of  his  brain.     Various  other  organs  anticipated ;  but  it  will  be  nsefol  to  bring 

were  infested  with  tubercles ;  but  the  tuber-  together,  under  one  view,  the  most  material 

clea  were  all  of  them  still  hard  and  crude.  facts  ascertained  on  this  matter. 

However,  setting  aside  these  rarer  cases  CelMar  /<Mti«.— When  inflammation  af- 

of  exception,  there  csn  be  no  doubt  that  fects  the  ^eiluktr  tisiuCf  all  the  events  of 
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Snflammation  which  I  ha^e  triken  tome  pains  denominate  eirrhows  but  of  whicbthe  eaaenoe 

to  describe  are  iqit  to  occur ;  and -for  that  Is  atrophy  of  its  lobules  from  comprsssion  of 

reaaoiift   inflammation  of  this  tissue,  as  it  its  nutrient  arteries. 

exists  beneath  the  skin,  was  chosen  by  me  Serous  membrane$.'—Tbe  inflammation  of 
«a  m.  ooDTenienttype,  or  general  representa-  «ero««  membranes  ia  characterized  by  sharp 
tioAv  of  the  inflammatory  process.    There  b  sftd  aerere  pain  ;    and  by  hardness  of  the 
the  leas  necesaity,  therefore,  that  I  shonld  take  pulse ;  and  oy  huffy  blood ;  by  its  tendency 
up   mnch  of  your  time  in  speskiBg  of  the  to  spread ;  by  the  effusion  of  aerous  fluid, 
tsbaracters  of  inflammation  exhibited  in  eel-  and  of  Tsoagulable  lymph  ;   and  aometimes, 
luhur  tissue.    l%ere  is  a  strong  tendency  to  when  the  inflammation  is  very  violent,  or 
fonn  drcumsoribedsbacesses :  the  extension  air  gets  admitted  to  the  inflamed  surfiioe,  by 
«f  the  suppuration  is  prevented  by  a  wall  of  the  effusion  of  pus.     Speaking  generally, 
lymph  thrown  out  around  it.    The  adhesive  however,  it  is  adhesive  inflammaiUm  which 
inflammation  setsbounds  to  the  suppurative,  we  expect  in  inflammation  of  this  tisane. 
There  la  a  good  deal  of  pain  when  Uie  cellu-  False  membranes,  eonststing  of  oiganized 
lar  tissue  is  so  situated  that  tension  is  ooca-  lymph,  belong  to  it :   and  the  agglutination 
sioned  by  its  swelling.  t>f    contigvons   surfaces.      Sometimes    the 
Snt  4Mmietimes  no  such  boundary  wall  is  lymph,  instead  of  being  deposited  in  flakes  or 
vrected,  and  the  inflnmmation  spreads  and  layers,  appears  in  the  form  of  nomerous  amall 
diffuses  itself,  and  becomes  a  very  terrible  granules :   this  is  a  phenomenon  frequently 
disease,  destroying  the  cellular  tissue  over  a  obaervable  in  inflamsoation  of  the  ara^noid, 
large  and  und^ned  space,  by  a  process  be-  and  of  the  peritoneum.     Sometimes  it  has  « 
tween  that  of  sloughing  and  that  of  suppura-  villous  or  papillary  or  shaggy  arrangement ; 
tion.    When  the  -skin  is  implicated  alao  in  or  is  cellular  like  a  honey  comb.     This  is 
the  inflammation,  the  disease  is  usually  called  common  in  the  pericardium.     The  surface 
<erympeias  pklegmonoides :   when  the  skin  is  (to  use  tiie  happy  simile  of  Laennec)  resem- 
not  involved,  it  is  called  diffused  n^Uunma"  bles  that  Which  may  be  produced  by  sepa- 
4ion  of  the  eeUuIar  membrane.    This  dif-  rating  two  flat  plates  between  which  « layer 
Aued  form  of  inflammation  frequently  fol-  of  aaft  butter  had  been  spread :  and  it  pro- 
lows  the  introduction  of  animal  poisons  into  bably  depends  upon  a  similar  cauae ;  since 
the  system ;  and  accompanies  the  inflamma-  in  health  a  perpetual  sliding  motion  of  the 
tton  of  veins  and  of  absorbent  vessels.     It  pericardium  over  the  heart  is  going    on. 
is  this  disease  which  is  so  often  fatal  to  Ulceration  of  a  serous  membrane  is  very 
members  of  4)ur  profeasion,  when  it  reaulta  uncommon.    I  mean  ulceration  commencit^ 
ftom  wounds  or  punctures  -received  in  open-  in  that  tissue :    for  these  membranes  are 
ing  dead  bodies.    Dr.  Craigie  has  recently  frequently  perforated  by  uloera  which  ap- 
pnt  forth  the  opinion  that  in  these  cases  of  proach  &.em  on  their  attached  side,  and 
iqireading   inflammation  it  is  the  adipovs  which  begin  in  other  tissues,  especially  the 
tissue  that  is  affected.  mucoua.    Neither  does  mortification  occur 
SuAstanee  qf  ^hmds  and  solid  mseera. —  in  serous  membranes,  except  sometimes  by 
The  substance  of  the  larger  ff lands,  and  qf  communication    from    other    parts.      The 
4he  solid  viscera  of  the  body,  suffers  changes  effect  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  aerous 
analogous  to  those  observed  in  the  cellular  surfaces  is  to  thicken,  harden,  and  pucker 
tissue  :     probably  because    cellular    tissue  them.    We  aee  this  efTect  in  the  omentum 
enters  largely  into  their  composition.    Acute  frequently ;  in  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the 
inflammation  of  the  liver,  when  it  does  not  liver ;  in  the  serous  menlbrane  which  forms 
terminate  in  resolution,  leads  to  abscess  in  so  laj^a  portion  of  the  valves  of  the  heart, 
that  organ.     Abscess  is  rare  in  the  lungs.  Synovial  membranes.— Tks  synovial  mem* 
perhaps  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  last  branes  have  a  strong  analogy  to  the  aerous. 
lecture.    Gangrene  b  also  very  rare  in  the  Gendrin  ineludes  the  two  in  the  aame  cate- 
pulmonary  substance:  and  quite  unknown,  gory^  yet  their  behaviour  under  inflamma- 
I  believe,  in  the  liver,  and  in  the  kicbiey.  tion  offers,  in  some  reapecta,  a  marked  dia- 
Inflammation  of  the  latter  organ  ia  not  un-  tinction  between  them.    They  are  lesa  liable 
Jrequently  attgnded  by  purulent  collections,  to  inflanmiation  than  the  serous  membranes : 
T«H«inm*Hmi  of  the  snbstsnoe  of  the  viscera  they  rarely  throw  out  coagulable  lymph,  and, 
is  not,  in  general,  attended  with  much  pain,  consequently,  adhesion  of  their  opposite  sur- 
The  '^^^wl^«^  tissue  is  liable  to  be  rendered  frees  is  very  uncommon.    Joints  do  not  be- 
'permsnently  thick  and  hard  by  chronic  in-  come  immoveable,  or  what  is  called  anchy- 
flammation,  as  weU  in  the  parenchyma  of  in-  losed,  m  consequence  of  the  sgghitination  of 
temal  organs  as  where  it  is  spreui  out  beneath  their  synovial  mirhcea  ;   but,  generally,  by 
the  skin,  or  beneath  serous  or  mucous  mem-  means  of  granulations  forming  upon  those 
branes.     Chronic  induration  and  thickening  surfaces  after  they  have  ulcerated.     Very 
of  the  cellular  tiasue  which  composes  Glisson's  seldom  indeed  does  pus  form  in  the  synovial 
-capsule  is  no  uncommon  result  of  slow  in-  sacs,  except  (again)   the  inflammation  has 
flammation;  producing  that  particular  change  been  caused  by  mechanical  injury,   which 
in  the  -liver  which  the  French  pathologi^  has  laid  open  the  joint,  and  admittad  air. 
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When  tills  Is  tlie  case,  Tery  serious  fxnuitittt-  oiioa,  titiey  never  ocoitragsiiit  this  peoolierrity 

tional  distarbance  is  apt  to  take  place,  and  bcdongs,  however,  to  the  great  constitntirmal 

the  existence  of  the  sufferer  is  endangered,  diseases,  of  whieh  the  skin  sffectkm  forma 

That  this  does  not  depend  upon  the  mere  merely  a  part 

violence  qf  the  exeUmg  eauee  is  evident  from        Muctme  membrtmee.  —  Inflammaftioas  of 

the  circumstance  that  the  nme  acute  in-*  the tfi/«nui/tegumentary membranes ^Oiftlte 

llammation,   the  same  general  affection  of  three  internal    sorfiKses  thafc  oommumeate 

the  system,  and  equal  danger,  often  result  with  the  air,  and  are  clothed  witli  mooaaa 

from  the  careful  incision  made  into  a  joint  by  membrane— are  Yery  interesting  to  Uie  phy- 

the  surgeon,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  sidan  :  and  the  first  thing  which  strikes  oor 

loose  portions  of  cartikge.     I  have  now  at  attention  in  respect  to  them  is  the  indis- 

the  hospital  an  out-patient  who  has,  among  position  they  manifest  to  adhesive  infiamm*- 

other  ills,  a  large  cartilage  floating  about  in  tion  :  and  we  are  struck  at  the  aame  time 

fluid  in  one  of  his  knee-joints :  but  I  believe  with  the  beauty  of  this  provision.     If  the 

that  Mr.  Amott,  whom  I  have  consulted  on  mucous  membranes  were  as  ready  to  throw 

the  case,  will  be  very  slow  to  recommend  its  out  coagulable  lymph,  and  to  adhere  to  each 

removal,  until  the  inconrenience  produced  other,  as  the  serous,  almost  every  oocnncnoe 

by  it  is  so  great  as  to  incapacitate  the  patient  of  inflammation  in  them  would  prove  neoes- 

from  pursuing  his  employment,   and  untO  sanly  fotal ;  by  dosing  up  the  iniete  of  the 

other  methods  of  relief  have  failed.     Suppu-  air-passages  $  or  the  outlets  of  the  urinary 

ration  of  the  joints  is  also  one  of  the  occa-  passages ;  or  any  part  of  that  long  mnoons 

sional  consequences  of  phlebitis.     Inflam-  canal  which,  passing  through  the  body,  re- 

mation  of  the  synovial  membrane  speedily  quires  a  free  opening  at  both  of  ita  eztrenii- 

leads  to  a  eeroua  effusion  into  the  joint :  ties.     But  the  inflamed  mucous  membnne 

which  often,  especially  in  rheumatism,  is  as  pours  out  serous  fluid ;  or  viscid  mucus ;  or 

speedily  taken  up  again.  pus ;    or  blood.      Inflammation    of    tiieae 

Teffumentary  membranes. — Let  us  next  membranes  is,  however,  sometimes  attended 

inquire  into  the  modifications  which  inflam-  with  the  exudation  of  something  which  is 

mation  undergoes  when  it  affects  the  tegu-  very  like  coagulable  lymph,  and  vrhich  has 

mentary  membranes.  been  considered  (but,  in  my  opinion,  erro- 

iS'ih'n. —-Considering  the  skin  as  one  mem*  neously  considered)  to  be  such  lymph.    Tlie 

brane,  and  neglecting  its  subdivisions  into  tracheal,  bronchial,  and  pulmonary  muooos 

epidermis,  rete  mucosum,  and  cutis  vera,  membrane,  the  oesophageal,  the  intestinal, 

vre  find  that  inflammation  assumes  a  variety  and  that  which  lines  the  uterus,  are  aU  more 

of  forms  in  this  external  covering  of  the  or  less  subject  to  the  formatioa  of  adven- 

body.     Many  of  these  belong  to  specific  titious    membranes    under    inflammation, 

diseases,  and  do  not  fall  within  my  present  Casts  of  the  smaller  branches  of  tiie  air  tubes 

purpose,  which  is  that  of  noting  how  common  have,   in  rare  instances,    been    repeatedly 

inflammation  varies  in  the  different  tissues.  coughed  up  in  large  quantity ;  constituting 

When  the  inflammation  is  superficial,  it  what  have  very  inaptly  been  called  bronehiai 

frequently  is  denoted  only  by  a  diffused  red  polypi.  The  membranous  exudation  of  croap 

blush,  which  may  be  banished  for  a  moment  is  well    known  :   a  tubular   substance   is 

by  the  pressure  of  the  finger,  and  which  after  formed  in  the  trachea,  and,  sometimes,  fior- 

-  a  certain  time  disappears  of  its  ovm  accord  —  tunately  expelled :  but  too  often  it  suffocatas 

terminates  by  resolution  ;    the  only  conse-  the  patient.     Similar  concrete  exudations^ 

quence  of  the  inflammation  being  the  sepa-  sometimes  in  irreguhir  shreds,    are  ooca- 

ration  of  the  cuticle  in  smaU  branny  frag-  sionally  voided  by  stool.     It  is  said  that  a 

ments ;    in  one  word,  desquamation.     We  long  membranous  mass  of  'the  same  kind, 

call   the  superficial  inflammation,    in  this  and  resembling  in  sise  and  shape  an  eptrtii- 

case,    erythema.    If  the  inflammation  has  worm,  has  beoi  expelled  from  the  urethra ; 

been  a  Httie  more  intense — as  in  some  cases  having  formed  thorn  in  consequence  of  tite 

of  erysipelas^  in  scalds,  end  in  that  which  injudicious  use  of   stimulating  snbstances, 

we  are  every  day  exciting  by  eantharides —  injected  frith  the  view  of  checking  tiie  mote 

a  serous  fluid  is  poured  out,  which  elevates  innocent  efiVision  of  pus.      Ihe  fihus,  or 

the  cuticle  in  lai^r  or  smaller  patdies  of  membrane-like  flakes  whidi  are  tiius  inci- 

vesication.    Remove  the  cuticle  and  admit  dental  toinflammation  of  the  mucous  surfiMses, 

the  air,  and  the  serous  effusion  becomes  resemble  I  say  in  their  general  i^peannce 

purulent  effusion :  and  if  the  inflammation  and  disposition  the  strata  or  layers  of  coagu- 

be  pressed  beyond  a  certain  point  by  any  lable  lymph  whieh  are  the  ordinary  product 

other  stimulus  besides  that  of  air,  we  may  of  inflammation  of  the  dosed  serous  aorfkces. 

have  pus  poured  out.     Erysipelatous  (which  But  they  differ  from  these  in  some  remsxk- 

is  also  a  specific)  inflammation  of  the  skin,  able  points.    They  are  soiler.    They  never 

is  characterized  by  its  remarkable  tendency  contract  permanent  or  strong  adhedons  to 

to  spread  :  and  a  most  singular  circumstance  the  subjacent  inflamed  membrane;  but  are 

attends  several  of  the  other  spedfic  inflam-  partially  separated  from  it  by  the  faiterven- 

mations  of  the  skin — vis.  that  htfring  occurred  tion  of  thinner  matters,  serous  or  puriform. 
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AboTe  aU,  they  netrer  become  organised,  are  rather  the  ooimqiieiiee  of  inflamnuition 
tfhey  appear  to  contist  of  Inapiaaated  and  of  Umb  cdlnhur  time  which  enters  into  the 
altered  mncos ;  and  are  composed,  in  a  eomposition  of  the  mnsde,  which  ties  toge- 
great  measure,  of  albumen.  An  opinion  ther  its  mnscnlar  fibres,  than  of  inflamma- 
has  been  entertained  that  the  teoHt  qf  appo^  tion  of  those  fibres  themselTes. 
tiiUm  of  the  opposite  surfeoes  has  a  great  ArUrin. — I  have  remarked  already  that 
deal  to  do  with  their  indisposition  to  cohere,  inflsmmation  of  an  arUry  presently  leads  to 
Tlie  mucons  air  tubes  are  kept  open  and  the  effusion  of  l3nnph,  and  the  coagulation  of 
apart  by  their  ttructure :  the  stomach  and  the  blood,  in  the  artery.  But  arteriea  do 
intestines  by  their  eontenUt  or  by  the  fire-  not  readily  inflame,  except  under  mechani* 
qaentpassageof  solids  or  floidsthrough  them :  cal  injury :  they  do  not  often  suppurate 
and,  therefore,  (it  has  been  supposed)  they  either :  and  they  possess  a  singular  power  of 
haye  no  opportumty  of  adhering.  But  resisting  mortification.  Dr.  J.  Thomson  de- 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  mucous  clares  that  he  has  seen  oases  of  phlegmonous 
membranes  are  but  little  disposed  to  throw  erysipelas,  in  which  ''  several  inches  of  the 
out  truelymph  atall :  andwhen  their  opposite  femoral  artery  were  laid  completely  bare  by 
surfaces  do  grow  together,  I  beliere  it  will  the  gangrene,  ulceration,  and  sphacelus  of 
almost  always  be  found  that  some  abrasion  the  parts  coTering  it,  without  its  giving  way 
or  ulceration  of  the  mucolbs  suHaoe  has  pre-  before  death.'' 
Tiously  happened.  Veint, — Inflammation  of  the  vetas  is  much 

Inflammation  affecting  the  mucous  mem-  more  common  than  that  of  the  arteries :  and 
branes  has  sometimes  a  strong  tendency  to  it  is  a  disease  of  fearful  interest.  In  some 
spread  and  wander :  sometimes,  on  the  con-  cases  it  leads  to  a  deposit  of  fibrin  upon  the  in- 
trary,  it  is  strictly  confined  to  a  small  and  side  of  the  vessel,  "  furring  it  over,''  as  Mr. 
definite  space.  In  the  former  case  it  com-  Hunter  says.  The  blood  soon  coagulates, 
monly  restricts  itself  for  a  long  time,  or  and  blocks  up  the  inflamed  yein,  or  leaves, 
altogether,  to  the  mucous  tissue,  leaving  the  perhaps,  a  narrow  passage  in  ite  centre, 
neighbouring  tissues  untouched.  In  the  From  this  mechanical  obstruction  to  the 
latter  it  is  apt  to  penetrate  to  the  subjacent  current  of  the  blood  new  symptoms  arise, 
parts,  and  to  produce  obvious  and  enduring  The  part  from  which  the  venous  trunk  re- 
alterations  of  structure.  The  membrane  oeives  its  tributary  branches  becomes  oedema- 
becomes  fastened  to  the  parte  which  it  tons  or  dropsical.  Inflammation  of  the  fe- 
clothes,  and  not  unfrequently  it  ulcerates  or  moral  vein,  obliterating  ite  cavity,  is  the 
sloughs.  essence  of  tiie  complaint  known  to  patholo- 

liie  spreading  form  of  inflammation  is  gists  under  the  name  of  phlegnuma  dolemt : 

most  often  met  with  in  the  air-passages,  a  complaint  which  may  happen  to  persons 

Ulceration  and  sloughing,  and  drcnmscribed  of  any  age,  and  of  either  sex :  but  which  is 

inflammation,    are    more    common  in  the  most  common  in  women  soon  after  parturi- 

alimentary  canal.  tion. 

.    There  is  a  remarkable  contrast  between  This,  which  may  be  considered  the  adhe- 

tiie  serous  membranes  and  the  mucous,  in  live  fbrm  of  phlebitis,  is  also  ite  most  inno- 

respect  to  the  ptUn  which  attends  their  in-  cent  form.    Too  firequently  the  inflammation 

flammation.     Very  little  pain  is  experienced  runs  into  suppuration ;  and  then  it  proves  a 

in  many  cases  when  inflammation  affecte  the  most  terrible  and  almost  hopeless  disorder, 

mucous  lining  in  any  of  the  three  systems.  The  vein  remains  pervious ;  pus,  of  an  vn- 

exoept  towards  tiieir  openings,  where  the  wholesome  and  poisonous  quality -~  or  some 

membranes  are  about  becoming  continuous  morbid  product  of  the  inflammation  — -  is 

with  the  external  skin:    in  the  mouth  and  carried  into  the  blood;  which  thus  scatters,  in 

throat,  for  example,  the  pharynx,  the  rec-  ite  course,  1^  seeds  of  inflammation,  and 

turn,  the  vagina,  the  extremity  of  the  urethra,  determines  the  rapid  formation  of  purulent 

And  as  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem-  collections,  in  various  and  distant  paits  of 

branes  is  attended  by  less  paiUf  so  dso  it  is  tiie  body,  and  especially  in  tbe  lungs,  the 

accompanied  by  less  fever  than  when  the  Uver,  and  the  larger  joints.    Great  oonstitu- 

serous  membranes  are  attecked;   and  the  tional    disturbance   ensues,    and    lever    of 

blood  more  seldom  exhibite  the  bnliy  coat.  a  typhoid  type  is  established.     To  this,  the 

MfucuUtr  titme. — ^The  mmaeular  Huue  desteuotive  form  of  the  disease,  parturient 
appears  to  take  on  the  actions  of  iuflam-  women  are  also  pecnliariy  liable.  Phlebitis 
mation  very  reluctantly :  and  ite  Teasels  of  the  uterine  veins  constitutes  the  sooroe  of 
seldom,  if  ever,  pour  forth  any  of  the  the  most  dangerous  and  deadly  varietieB  of 
prodocte  of  inflammation.  The  chief  effect  puerperal  fisver.  It  is  the  same  disease 
of  inflammation  upon  muscle  is  the  destruc-  which  gives  to  a  vast  majority  of  those  snr- 
tion  of  ite  contrsctible  properties.  Serum  gical  operatkms  that  are  followed  by  death, 
and  lymph,  and  even  pus,  are  sometimes  theb  fatal  ohaneter. 
found  difiused  through  muscular  parte  ;  but  Subetanee  of  the  brtun. — ^We  hear  eon- 
there  is  reason  to  beUeve  that  these  effusions  tinually  of  inflammation  of  the  hnnms  but 
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mation  of  the  m«m*nm«t  which  inrert  ^  RESULTS  OP  AMPUTATIONS- 

brain.     Inflammatioii  of  the  cereonl  mb- 

stanoe  itoelf  is,  howereri  not  Terj  uncommon ;  ""^ 

but  it  IB  more  frequenUy  the  result  of  injury        7b  tJke  BdU^  i^tke  Midie&i  Qmx9ii4, 

than  of  spontaneoua  diaeaie,  and  it  is  usualij  « 

confined  to  a  limited  portion  of  the  brain.  ^  *  _ 

Softening  and  inppuiBtion  are  its  oidinarj  The  Mcompenyuiff  paper  WM  prepared 


events.      Sometimes  pus  is  met  with  oc  fop  the  Glasgow  Medical  Society  nevly 

cupying  a  distinctly  circumscribed  space ;  two  yean  ago.     I  had  laid  it  aside,  but 

the  pus  is  collected  into  an  abscess.    Some-  at  the  recommendation  of  the  president 

times,  on  the  other  hand,  it  lies  loose,  as  of  the  section,  read  it  before  tne  medi- 

it  were,  and*  surrounded  by  broken-down  cal  section  of  the  British  Association^ 

cerdiral  matter,  or  it  is  infiltrated  into  the  at  their  meeting  here  in  September, 

cerebral  pulp.    Around  the  softened  portions  Perhaps  you  ma^  find  a  place  for  it  in 

the  infiamed  substance  of  the  brain  is  more  your  journal.— —i  am,  sir, 

dense  and  firm,  sometimes,  thsn  is  natursL  Very  obediently  yours, 

Whether  this  be  owing  to  the  presence  of  j^  ^^  Lawbir,  M.D. 

eoagulable  lymph,  has  not  (so  &r  as  Iknow)  Professor  of  Sui^  Anderson^s  University, 

been  dearly  ascertained.     Mortification  must  Surgeon  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  Gh»- 

be  very  rare  in  the  nerrous  substance.     Dr.  «»''  ^^*^  Hospital,  «cc. 

Baillie  has  described  it  as  occurring  after  Glugow,  Oct.  S9th,  1840. 

violent  injury.    Once  or  twice  m  my  lifb.  The  frequency  of  its  performance,  the 

portions  of  brain  have  been  shown  to  me,  mutilation  which  it  causes,  its  severity, 

protruding  through  sn  sperture  in  the  skull,  and  \^  immediate  and  ultimate  dangers, 

dead,  of  a  dark  colour,  and  havmg  an  ofi"en.  combine  in  making  the  operation  of 

mve  smeU.     Exceptmg  m  these  esses  of  amputation  one  of  the  mostimportant 

Ajniia  cereAri,  I  have  never  seen  sphacelus  gu^jects  which  can  occupy  the  atten- 

oftijebram  from  any  cau».     .  tion  of  the  practical  and  operative  sur- 

Perfaaps,  however,  I  am  incorrect  m  saymg  ^^^^     ..  .    i;^  . ,.    ,         *  vL    i!      "^i 

this.    IfoUerly  told  you  that  portioni  rf  ««^" '  ^'.«»  pecubarly  so  to  the  hospiUil 

the  brain  often  beoonw  soft  sad  diflluent,  s^Fgeon  in  such  a  city  as  Glasgow.    In 

when  there  hss  been  no  inflammation  j  but  pnvate  practice,  m  the  better  ranks  of 

simply    from    atrophy,    depending    on    a  society,  it  is  an  operation  of  compare* 

diseased  state  of  the  nutrient  arteries  of  the  tivel;^  rare  performance ;    whereas  in 

brsin.    Now  some  persons  call  tkU  morti-  hospitals  it  exceeds  many  fold  all  the 

fication  of  the  cerebral  substsnce.     They  other     capital    operations  combined, 

consider  it  quite  snalogoos  to  the  gangrena  In  this  city  and  neighbourhood,  the 

senilis,  whieh  results  from  a  similar  cause,  character  of  the  climate  strongly  pre- 

although  it  h^ipens  in  another  part  of  the  disposing  to  diseases  of  the  joints ;  the 

body.    The  naiurt  of  the  change,  they  say,  number  of  our  public  works ;  the  extent 

is  the  ssme,  slthough  ikephytUnU  chameten  and  variety  of  machinery  employed  in 

qfii  met.    If  this  be  so,  I  have  seen  gui-  our  manufactories }  the  amount  of  our 

^l'^)^^^.^Z'^^^\^  shipping,  and  number  of  steam  vessels; 

"^£1^  ^^  1^  ^tiS  Z^J^  ^f  stone  quarries ,  Uie 

IhavTiUver  M^Wquivocal^mortifiM^  SS^^n^  Iw  .  ""^  bmldmg.  and  the 

of  the  cerebral  substace  as  the  result  of  je^ai^ty  "mt  ere  WGlasgow  will  be 

inflammation;  which  is  what  w«  have  now  ^^^  ^^^jj^  "?."*  ^^^h  numerous  rail- 

been  considering.  ^^^^  ^^  radiate,  give  to  the  operation 

This  concludes,  gentlemen,  what  I  have  ?^  wnputation,  by  jfreatiy  increasing 

to  say  concerning  the  phseaomena  of  com-  ^^  frequency,  an   interest  exceeding 

mon  inflammation,  as  they  are  perpetually  perhaps  all  others  performed  in  our 

witnessed  in  the  various  textures  of  the  body,  infinnary. 

I  have  not,  indeed,  gone  through  all  the  I  need  not  inform  the  memben  of 

tissues ;  I  have  said  nothmg  of  the  peculiar  this  section  that  this  subject  has  at- 

elTects  of  inflammation,  m  cartilages  for  tracted  much  attention,  and  that  of  late 

example,  and  in  bonea;  but  I  have  glanced  years  many  parts  of  it  have  been  so 

at  aU  tibose  tissues  m  the  mflammation  of  much  improved  as  to  leave  little  farther 

which  the  physician  is  chiefly  concerned ;  to  be  desu«d.      The  subject  of  this 

oUSlJ^,  ^ri"    "i    -^-I^C^^  essay,  "The  Results  of  Amputations," 

colleague,  the  professor  of  surgery.  eideration  to  which  its  importance  ap- 

•"""  pears  to  entitle  it.    Although  success 
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may  not  in  every  instance  be  a  fair  test 
of  the  propriety  of  treatment  adopted 
in  individual  cases  i  in  the  as^gregate, 
it  ^  is  the  best — ^indeed,  the  only  true — 
criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  operative 
surgery.    For  many  years  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy,  and  the  removal  of 
cancerous  disease,  have  been  tested  in 
this  manner,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  the  confidence  of  the  profession 
has  increased  in  the  one,  while  the 
other,  except  as  a  palliative,  has  been 
almost  entirely  abandoned.     1  am  sur- 
prised that  the  same  severity  of  inves- 
tigation has  not  been  applied  to  ampu- 
tations.   Mr.  Samuel  tfooper,  in  the 
last  edition  of  his  Dictionary,  while  he 
devotes  several  columns  of  his  closely 
printed  pages  to  the  history  of  ampu- 
tations, says  scarcely  a  word  of  their 
results.     Our  best   and  most  recent 
works  on  operative  suxgery  are  open 
to  the  same  objection;  for  whOe  the 
different  methods  which  ingenuity  has 
suggested, for  the  removal  of  particular 
parts  are  minutely  detailed,  hardly  one 
word  is  of  the  results  of  their  operations, 
either  in  the  aggregate,  or  as  contrasted 
with  each  other.     Our  military  sur- 
geons for  many  years  have  been  more 
attentive  to  tnis    subject  than  their 
brethren  in  civil  practice ;  but  until  the 
end  of  the  peninsular  war  their  opinions 
were  by  no  means  in  accordance  regard- 
ing it.  Belguer,  Surgeon-General  to  the 
Pmssian  army,  in  a  treatise  published 
in  1762,  condemns  amputation  as  an 
operation  hardly  justifiable  under  any 
circumstances.    He  carried  his  oppo- 
sition so  far,  that  **  he  suflfeied  no  am-, 
putation  to  be  performed  in  the  Prus- 
sian army."     He  states  his  success  as 
follows : — "  I  had  at  one  time  during 
the  war,  in  a  military  hospital,  6618 
wounded  patients ;  of  them  5557  were 
perfectly  cured,  195  were  able  to  do  duty 
in  person  or  to  work  at  anv  trade,  213 
remained  incapable  of  any  labour,  civil 


or  military,  and  663  died.  The  195 
and  213  invalids  were  of  the  number 
of  those  who  had  tlieir  bones  broken 
and  shattered,  or,  in  other  words,  whose 
wounds  were  complicated  and  dan- 
gerous. Of  the  663  who  died,  408  only 
died  from  shattered  bones,  which  num- 
ber, 408,  is  equal  to  that  of  those  who 
were  cured  without  amputation,  al- 
though their  wounds  had  been  of  the 
same  kind."  One  half  therefore  of  his 
severe  wounds  of  the  extremities  died,  the 
otherlived  without  operation.  "  If,"  con- 
tinues Belguer,  "after  making  these  cal- 
culations, we  compare  them  with  the  pro- 
digious number  of  married  men  who,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  had  their 
limbs  taken  off. on  account  of  dangerous 
wounds,  of  whom  scarcely  one  or  two 
escaped  with  their  lives,  we  may  safely 
conclude  that  much  the  greater  part  of 
these  408  men  cured  and  sent  to  the 
invalids,  would  have  died  if  amputa- 
tion had  been  performed." 

The  result  of  Belguer's  experience 
would  thus  seem  to  be,  that  of  6618 
wounded,  916  were  cases  requiring  am« 
putation,  of  whom  408  died,  213  were 
incapable  of  any  labour,  and  195  were 
able  to  work  at  any  trade. 

These  opinions  do  not  seem  to  have 
influenced  the  practice  of  British  mili- 
tary surgeons,  who  never  seem  to  have 
doubted  the  proprietv  of  amputations 
in  certain  severe  accidents.  With  them 
the  preference  to  be  given  to  primary 
or  secondary  amputations  after  g^- 
shot  injuries,  formed  the  principal 
ground  for  difference  of  opinion. 
Wiseman  and  Manb}^  were  in  favour  of 
immediate  amputation,  while  John 
Hunter  was  an  advocate  for  the  secon- 
dary. Towards  the  close  of  the  penin- 
sular war,  British  mihtary  surgeons 
were  almost  unanimously  in  favour  of 
the  former.  Mr.  Guthne,  in  his  work 
on  Gun-shot  Wounds  and  Amputationsy 
gives  the  following  tables : — 


I.  Amputations  pefformed  at  kotpUal  stations. — Secondary . 


No.  of  Am- 
putations. 

Died. 

Discharred 
Cured. 

Under 
Treatment. 

Amputations  of  upper  extremity  .  . 
AmpatatioDS  of  lower  exjtremity  .  . 

296 
255 

116 
149 

105 
65 

75 
41 

Total 

* 

551 

265 

170 

116 

996 
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Amputetioiu  of  npper  eztremity  .  . 
Ampatatioiis  of  lower  extremity  .  , 

Total 


Knmberof 
Cues. 

Died. 

"^sssr 

Under 
TVeatneDt. 

163 
128 

5 
19 

64 
43 

94 
66 

291 

24 

107 

160 

f">™  ti^ese  tables  it  appears,  that  of 
551  casesof  secondary  amputations,  265, 
or  nearly  one  half;  4ed.  Of  291  cases 
ofprimary  amputations,  24,  or  nearly 
one  in  twelve,  died.  Farther,  the  com- 
paraUveloss  in  secondary  or  delayed 
operations,  and  primary  or  immediate. 
18 —  ' 

Secondary.    Primary. 
Upper  extremities  .  12      to     1 
Lower  extremitiea  .  .  3      to      1 

These  tables  appear  quite  conclusive 
as  to  the  propriety  ofprimary  amputa- 
tion in  mihtary  practice.  In  other 
respects,  however,  they  are  not  so 
satisfactoiT  as  could  be  wished.  The 
cases  marked  "  under  treatment,"  in 


passed  the  periods 
ioered  c 


r      •  •'?  il'  ~~r -'-**  a«  recovered. 

In  cml  hospital  practice,  I  would  not 
consider  a  \)at\ent  recovered  until  he 
had  left  the  hospital ;  and  as  the  cases 
under  treatment  amount  to  276,  they 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  accurate  data 
for  estimating  the  results  of  amputa. 
tions.  *^ 

tol5^^  Medical  Gazette  for  June 

^ir^f^l*  *  P*P*^  ^y  ^^-  PhillipB, 
enbUed  "  Observations  arising  out  of 

the  Results  of  Amputations  in  dif- 
ferent Countnes."  He  says  (p.  459),  the 
amputations  included  in  this  inquiry 
are  those  of  the  arm  and  forearm,  leir 
^  thigh.  The  whole  of  them  have 
been  performed  in  the  last  four  years 
in  civil  hospitals,  and  in  the  private 
pracdce  of  hospital  surgeons.  The 
details  are — 

Caaea.  Deaths.  Fftr  Cent 
France  ....  203        47        23AL 
Germany  ...  109        26        23S 
America  ...     95        24        25  A 
Great  Britain .  233        53        22}^ 

Total    640        150        237 

By  these  returns  it  appears,  that  the 
average  number  of  deaths  is  nearly  234 
percent.  The  remainder  of  Mr.  Phil- 
hw^s  paj^r  is  devoted  to  the  question 
or  immediate  or  secondary  union  of 


stumps  after  amputation  for  disease, 
the  result  of  which  is,  that  "attendant 
on  the  practice  of  immediate  union  is  a 
mortality  amounting  to  25  per  cent. 

It  must  be  obvious  tliat  the  expe- 
rience of  any  one  of  even  our  best  em- 
ployed surgeons  must  be  inadequate  to 
determine  a  question  of  such  extent  as 
the    resulte    of  amputations.      Expe- 
rience on  a  large  scale,  and  extended 
over  a  considerable  period,  can  alone 
be  relied  on.    It  occurred  to  me,  that 
the  records  of  an  infirmary,  carefully 
examined,  might  in  a  great  measure 
supply  the  deficiency,  and  that  details 
more  minute  than  any  I  have  yet  met 
with  might  be  of  use  to  our  hospital 
surgeons.      Assisted   by    my    younf 
friends  Dr.  M'Lean  and  Mr.  Parish,  I 
have  carefully  examined  all  our  Infir- 
mary sumcal  records  which  1  could 
procure,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
hospital  to    the    beginning    of    1839 
and:  I  have    now    the    pleasure    to 
jflT  the    results  before    this  section. 
They  are  neither  so  extensive,  nor,  in 
many  instances,  so  minute  as  I  could 
wish.      Many  of  the   journals    have 
been  lost,  and  others  are  very  carelessly 
kept ;  some,  on  the  other  hand,  are  so 
admirably  accurate,  that  had  all  the 
suigical  and  medical  records  of  any  in- 
firmary,  from  the  year   1795  to  the 
present  day,  been  as  carefully  kept, 
they  would  have  jpresented  a  mass  of 
information  capable    of   detcnnininjr 
almost  any  iK)int  in  the  profession^ 
statistics  of  hospital  practice.     We  are 
not  yet  too  late,  and  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  impressing  on  the  members 
of  this  section,  connected  nith  hospi- 
tals, the  great  value  of  accurate  records. 
The  present  state  and  history  of  every 
case  ought  to  be  entered  in  a  joumji 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  belonging  to 
the  hospital,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
mised  by  a  statement  of  the  patient's 
name,  age,  constitution,  occupation,  and 
residence.      (This    last  is*of  impor- 
tance, as  enabhng  us  to    trace    our 
patients  after  they  leave  the  hospiUl, 
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and  to  ascertain  the  ultimate  result  of 
our  treatment)  The  date  of  each  ope- 
ration should  be  accurately  noted,  and 
the  true  results  candidly  g^iven.  It 
mrouM  also  be  a  convenience  if  the  in- 
dices were  properly  filled  up  with  a 
column  for  ^*  operations." 

The  abstract  from  which  these  re- 
marks and  tables  are  drawn  consists  of 
276  cases  of  amputation  of  the  shoul- 
der, arm,  and  forearm,  hip,  thi^h,  leg 
and  foot,  as  they  occur  m  the 
journals,  from  1794  to  the  end  of  1838. 

Of  these  276  there  were— 

Cured  .  .  176  .  63*7    percent. 
Died     .  .  100  .  36*3      „      „ 
Deaths  to  recoveries  aa  1  to  2*75 

a  mortality,  I  fear,  ejeater  than  those 
are  prqwred  for,  wno  have  not  been 
in  tne  habit  of  turning  their  attention 
to  this  subject. 

Of  the  276  there  were— 

Death!  to 
Cored.  IMed.  Recoveries. 
Males      216      130      86      1    to    1*6 
Females    60       46      14     1    to    3*3 

By  which  it  appears  that  the  males 
are  to  the  females  as  34  to  1,  and  that 
the  proportionate  mortality  among  the 
males  is  to  that  among  the  femates  as 
1*6  to  3-3.  The  greater  mortality 
among  the  males  is  in  part,  but  not 
altogether,  accounted  for  by  the  greater 
number  of  nrimary  amputations  among 
them,  as  wul  appear  in  the  sequel. 


Of  133  cases  in  which  "  the  number 
of  days  in  hospital  after  amputation," 
is  noted,  79  were  cured,  54  died.  Of 
the  cured,  the  average  number  of  days 
under  treatment  after  operation  is  42, 
the  least  being  8,  the  greatest  128. 
Of  the  deaths,  the  average  is  13  days, 
the  least  three  hours,  the  greatest 
199  days. 

I  have  divided  the  cases  of  amputa- 
tion into  two  general  classes :  1.  Am- 
tation  for  disease;  2.  Amputations 
for  injuries.  The  second  I  have  sub- 
divided into  primary  and  secondary. 
By  primary  amputations^  I  mean  am- 
putations for  injuries  performed  as 
soon  eSt&T  the  accident  as  circumstances 
will  permit — almost  always  within 
the  nrst  24  hours,  and  without  any 
attempt  made  to  save  the  limb.  By 
seconoary,  those  cases  in  which  at- 
tempts have  been  made,  and  foiled,  to 
preserve  the  limb,  and  amputation  been 

Sjrformed  in  consequence  of  the  feilure. 
achofthem  I  have  subdivided  into 
amputations  at  the  shoulder,  arm, 
and  forearm,  hip,  thigh,  and  leg. 

I.  Anqmtationsfor  diseoMe.  —  Of  the 
276  cases,  153  (more  than  one  half) 
were  for  disease. 


77*1  percent. 

22*9       yy         $t 


Cured         118 
Died  35 

The  following  table  shews  the  de- 
tailed results: — 


Shoulder 

Arm 

Forearm 

Thigh 

Leg        .     .     

Foot  (partial)     .... 

Total 

No.  of 

each. 

Cnred. 

Died. 

Death!  toRe- 
coveries  as 

2 

17 

4 

H92 

35 

3 

1 
14 

4 
73 
23 

3 

1 
3 
0 
19 
12 
0 

1    to  1 
lJto7 
No  death. 
1  to  3|  nearly 
1  to  2  folly 
No  death. 

153 

118 

35 

The  diseases  with  their  results  were  as  follows : — 


Males 

Females. 

Total 

ToUl 

Deaths  to  Re- 

> 
98     ^ 

Cured. 

Died. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Cured.  . 

Died. 

coveries. 

Diseased  joints  . 

60 

11 

23 

4 

83 

15 

lto6i 

Necrosis   .     . 

.  12     g 

7 

1 

2 

2 

9 

3 

1  to3 

Caries     .     .     . 

21    ^ 

13 

4 

3 

1 

16 

5 

lto3| 

Tmnors     .     . 

.  12    M 

6 

2 

3 

1 

9 

3 

lto3 

Gangrene 

5    1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2to3 

Ulcers      .    . 

.    5     ► 

I 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

4tol 

O 

1 

1 
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In  this  table  of  the  more  common  ing  secondary  hsmorrhage.  In  mj 
amputations,  that  below  the  knee  is  own  practice  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to 
the  least  favourable.  This  may  be  have  taken  down  a  stump  for  this  canse, 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  situation  at  and  I  believe  a  little  care  in  tying 
which  the  operation  is  performed.  In  bleeding  vessels  on  the  oper&dng 
a  great  majority  of  instances^  even  for  table  would  prevent  it.  My  oojection 
disease  of  the  foot  and  ankle,  amputa-  to  the  plan  of  not  dressing  the  stump 
tion  of  the  leg  is  performed  below  the  till  six  or  eight  hours  after  the  opera- 
knee,  to  enable  the  patient  to  rest  on  tion,  is  the  additional  sufiering  that  it 
the  bent  knee,  in  using  the  common  causes  our  patients.  I  have  uniformly 
"  wooden  pin.''  But  by  a  very  simple,  found  my  patients  complain  fully  more, 
and  by  no  means  expensive  appa-  and  suffer  nearly  as  great  a  shock, 
ratus,  the  patient  can  walk  on  the  from  the  delayed  dressing,  aa  firom  the 
"  wooden  pin"  with  his  knee  straight,  operation  itself.  As  ror  preventing 
and  a  long  stump,  instead  of  being  an  heemorrhage,  the  support  of  the  dress- 
inconvenience,  IS  a  great  advantage,  ings  frequently  has  tnis  effect ;  and  as 
The  above  tables,  by  pointing  out  Uie  for  the  pain  of  removing  the  dressings 
danger  of  the  common  meth^  of  ope-  in  the  few  cases  in  whicn  heemorrha^ 
rating,  should  induce  us  never  to  does  occur,  I  believe  it  to  be  small  in 
remove  more  of  the  limb  than  will  amount  in  comparison  vdtH  that  which 
insure  that  the  parts  which  form  the  must  be  occasioned  in  every  case  by 
stump  are  sound,  and  in  all  cases,  not  dressing  on  the  table, 
except  those  of  necessity,  to  abandon  It  is  probable,  that  previously  to  the 
the  operation  "  below  the  knee."  publication  of  Sir  B.  Brodie^s  work  on 

It  struck  me  as  remarkable,  that  of  iHseases  of  the  Joints,  diseased  ardca- 
the  first  30  amputations  in  the  list  lations,  especially  of  the  knee,  classified 
''  for  disease,"  viz.  from  the  year  1794  under  the  comprehensive  appellation 
to  1810  inclusive,  2B  recovered,  and  "white  swelling,"  were  reckoned  in- 
one  died ;  whereas,  of  the  last  30, 22  re-  curable,  and  removed  at  a  much  earlier 
covered,  and  8  died.  Thinking  this  period  tiban  they  now  are.  Of  this  I 
might  be  accidental,  I  took  the  central  am  convinced  from  a  perosal  of  the 
numbers  (from  142  to  209,  inclusive),  cases,  as  recorded  ic  the  journals  of  the 
and  the  proportion  was  19  cures,  and  Infirmary.  Amputation  seems  to  hav# 
1 1  deaths.  It  is  not  altogether  easy  to  been  performed  for  disease,  the  very 
account  for  this  very  remarkable  dis-  proposal  of  removing  which  by  «pera^ 
crepancy.  It  is  obviously  by  no  means  tion  a  modem  consultation  wou&dacout. 
complimentary    to   our   modem    im-  To  prove  this  I  constractei  the  two 

grovements  in  operatinc^  and  dressing.  foUowing  tables.    I  took  the  71  firet 

tf  the  first  thirty,  in  wnich  the  cures  cases  of  diseased  joints  as  they  occur  in 

are,  to  the  deathis,  as  29  to  1,  it  is  pro-  the  journals,  from  1794,  downwards,  and 

bable  that  all  the  operations  were  per-  82  in  the  journals  since  18^  without 

formed  bv  the  double  circular  method,  selection.    The  numbers  71  and  82  are 

that  all  tne  stumps  were  dressed  before  accidental.    (See  next  page.) 

the   patient  left   the  table,  that  the  From  these  tables  it  appears  that,  of 

dressings  were  removed  by  rule,  with  71  cases  of  diseased  joints  in  the  early 

little  regard  to  the  appearance  of  the  days  of  the  hospital,  30,  or  1  in  2*36, 

stump,  and  that  in  all  the  tourniquet  sufiered  amputations;  while  of  82  in  the 

was  used.     Of  the  last  30,  of  which  later  period,  22,  or  1  in  3*73,  only  were 

22   recovered,    and   8  died,  28  were  operated  on.     The  difierence  u  still 

single  or   double  flap    operations,  of  more  striking  if  we  take  the  knee  joint, 

which  21  recovered,  and 7aied ;  2 were  Of  44,  in  the  early  period,  19,  or  I  in 

double    circular,    of  which    one  was  2*30,  were  amputated ;  while,  at  the 

cured  and  one  died.                             ^  later  period,  of57,  11,  or  1  in  5*1,  were 

Of  the  «f^o«0c^  recent  improvements,  removed,  and  I  believe  the  differences 

there  is  one  which  I  may  be  excused  are  daily  increasinc;.     Of  the  whole 

for  noticing  in  thisplace, — I  mean  de-  number  amputated m  the  early  period, 

layed  dressing.     Tnis,  after  what  I  1  in  9  died }    in  die  later,  1  m   3|, 

thought    a  fair  trial,  I  have  almost  Cured,  including  amputations,  in  the 

entirely    abandoned.       Its    advocates  early  period,  40,  or  1  m  1} ;  in  the  later 

support  it  mainly  on  the  plea  of  avoid-  48,  or  1  in  1}  very  nearly.    Cni«d  vrith- 
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Tobies  shewing  the  results  of  diseased  joints,  treated  in  the  earlier  and  later  periods 

qf  the  hospitals. 


•C   Elbow     .... 
»•  Wrist  .... 
^*    iknee       .... 
^   Ankle      •     .     . 

Totals 

Ampatated. 

Not  ampatated. 

No  of 
Cases. 

Cured. 

Pied. 

Cored. 

Relieved. 

Died. 

5 

1 

16 

5 

0 
0 
3 
0 

I 
1 
9 
2 

6 

2 

15 

4 

0 
0 
1 
0 

12 

4 

44 

11 

27 

3 

1     13           27 

1 

71 

30 

41 

.2   Elbow     .... 

1^  Wrist       .    .    . 
0   njiee      .... 
^  Ankle      .    .     . 

Totals 

3 
2 
8 
4 

0 

0 
3 
2 

2 

3 

24 

2 

6 

0 

20 

1 

0 
0 
2 
0 

11 
5 

57 
9 

17 

5 

31 

27 

2 

82 

22                              41 

oat  amputation,  in  the  early  period,  13, 
or  1  in  5*4 ;  later  period,  31,  or  1  in  2*6 
From  which  it  appears,  that  the  number 
of  cures  in  the  two  periods  is  nearly 
precisely  the  same,  but  that  in  the  early 
period  it  is  effected  principally  by  the 
amputating  knife,  in  the  later  by  treat- 
ment. 

Another  practical  conclusion  appears 
to  be,  that  m  disease  requiring  ampu- 
tation, after  the  acute  stage  has  passed, 
the  earlier  the  amputation  is  peitormed 
the  better  is  the  chance  of  recovery. 
This  is  a  conclusion  at  which  I  have 
long  since  arrived,  and  I  woidd  lay  it 
down  as  an  axiom,  that  the  shorter  the 
duration  of  the  disease,  and  the  less  the 
system  has  suffered  imder  it,  the  greater 
is  the  chance  of  recovery  after  amputa- 
tion, and  vice  versA,  Tne  difficulty  is 
to  determine,  in  the  early  stage,  what 
disease  is  curable  without  amputation, 
and  what  must  ultimately  be  removed ; 
a  correct  diagnosis  here,  as  in  almost 
every  other  instance,  being  essential  to 
success.  The  error  we  at  present 
commit  is  delaying  amputation  after 
every  rational  hope  of  cure  has  fled, 
merely  because  the  patient  is  not  ob- 
viously dyine.  The  consequence  has 
been  the  reduction  of  the  success  of 
amputations  from  1  in  30  to  1  in  less 
than  three  by  one  calculation,  and  from 
1  in  9.to  1  in  3}  by  another.  To  this 
point  I  would  beg  to  call  the  attention 


of  hospital  surgeons  in  this  section. 
Our  predecessors  amputated  to  remove 
what  they  reckoned  an  incurable  dis- 
ease, while  the  health  was  still  good — 
we  seldom  operate  except  to  save  life, 
or  rather  to  preserve  from  immediate 
death.  Now  i  feel  satisfied,  that  the 
number  of  lives  rapidly  ebbing  from 
whatever  cause,  which  amputation  will 
save,  is  very  small ;  and  if  we  restrict 
our  amputations  to  such  cases,  we  must 
necessarily  be  very  unsuccessfuL  I  am 
no  advocate  for  uncalled-for  operation  ; 
but  surely  it  is  better  to  save  life  by 
removing  a  disease  which  we  cannot 
cure,  than  to  delay  until  treatment  and 
amputation  are  nearly  alike  unavailing. 
A  medium  between  the  early  and  the 
modem  practice  of  our  hospitals  would 

E reserve  Umbs  and  save  hves.  It  is, 
owever,  but  justice  to  omrselves  to 
state,  that  the  more  dissipated  habits 
and  lowered  condition  of  our  patients, 
added  to  the  increased  size  of  our  hos- 
pital, and  the  crowded  state  of  its 
wards,  must  have  considerable  influence 
in  diminishing  the  success  of  our  ope- 
rations. 

Primary  amputations.^Of  the  276 
cases,  77 f  or  1  in  3*5,  are  primary.  Of 
these  ^  were  cured,  39  died,  the  re- 
coveries and  deaths  being  very  nearly 
equaL 

The  following  table  shews  the  results 
in  each  limb : — 
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Shoulder  joint .     .     . 
Arm    ..... 
Forearm      .... 

Hip 

Thigh*        .... 

Leg 

Foot  (partial)  .     .     . 

Total 


No.  of 

each. 

Cored. 

Died. 

3 

1 

2 

23 

12 

11 

15 

15 

0 

1 

1 

0 

11 

0 

11 

22 

7 

15 

2 

2 

0 

'77 

38 

39 

DeathitoRe- 
coTeriesas 


2  to   1 
11  tol2 
No  death. 
Nodeilth. 
No  death. 
2tolfull7 
No  death. 


The  remarkable  circumstance  in 
these  results  is  the  great  mortality. 
As  it  stands  the  deaths  exceed  the 
recoveries ;  and  if  we  exclude  the  fore- 
arm, all  of  which  recovered,  the  dis- 
proportion becomes  very  great.  "When 
we  compare  this  table  with  that  of 
Mr.  Guthrie,  the  discrepancy  is  extra- 
ordinary. In  his  primary  ojjerations 
the  deaths  are  to  the  recoveries  as  1 
to  12;  in  ours  they  rather  exceed  the 
recoveries.  I  believe  that  in  military 
practice,  especially  on  the  field  of 
battle,  very  many  hmbs  were  removed 
which,  in  civil  practice,  we  should  have 
attempted  to  preserve.  In  our  hospital 
we  rarely,  if  ever,  amputate,  unless  it 
be  obvious  that  the  limb  cannot  possibly 
be  saved.  It  is  farther  probable,  that 
when  the  patient  is  seen  almost  imme- 
diately after  being  wounded,  and  Che 
amputation  is  performed  on  the  field 
of  battle,  he  is  in  a  much  better  state 
to  bear  the  operation,  and  more  favour- 
ably circumstanced  for  recovery,  than 
in  civil  practice,  where  he  is  not  seen 
by  the  hospital  surgeon  for  many  hours 
after  the  accident,  and  after  being 
carried,  it  may  be,  several  miles. 
Our  accidents  demanding  amputation 
are  rarely  uncomplicated :  a  fall  from 
a  height,  or  the  descent  of  a  mass  of 
of  earth,  not  only  smashes  a  limb,  but 
injures  another  limb,  the  head  or  other 
important  organ,  and  inflicts  a  severe 
shock  on  the  general  system.  From 
these  causes  the  majority  of  our  pa- 
tients are  in  such  a  state  of  extreme 
exhaustion  and  shock  when  admitted, 
as  to  be  unable  to  bear  the  operation  j 
and  when  they  rally  the  reaction  is 
too  often  typhoid,  or  attacks  a  vital 
organ.  Our  machinery  and  railway 
accidents,  which  form  a  considerable 

*  This  should  be|19.     Cored  1;  died  11,  as 
•tated  ftirther  on. 


proportion  of  our  primary  amputations, 
are  also  very  frequently  complicated, 
and  of  themselves  severely  implicates 
the  constitution.  To  these  must  be 
added  the  risks  our  patients  run  after 
the  immediate  effects  of  the  amputation 
are  past,  as  explained  in  the  sequeL 
Whether  these  considerations  satis- 
factorily account  for  our  great  mortality 
it  is  not  easy  to  determine. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  in  his  work  so  fie- 
(juently  alluded  to,  insists  much  on  the 
impropriety  of  operating  while  the 
constitution  is  mucn  under  the  influence 
of  shock.  In  this  I  fully  concur,  and 
I  would  lay  it  down  as  an  axiom  in 
primary  amputations,  that  the  less 
there  is  of  shock,  or  in  other  words,  the 
nearer  the  patient  is  to  a  state  of  health, 
the  better  will  he  bear  the  operation, 
and  the  more  certain  will  be  his  re- 
covery ;  and  I  believe  it  is  of  the  effects 
of  fearful  depression  that  so  many  of 
our  patients  perish. 

The  second  striking  peculiarity  in 
our  tables  is  the  fatality  of  otu*  primary 
amputations  of  the  thigh.  In  eleven 
cases  tlierc  is  not  one  recovery.  This 
was  so  unexpected,  that,  feamd  of  mis- 
take, I  re-examined  a  ^reat  proportion  of 
our  journals,  and  could  only  And  one 
case  omitted — a  boy,  12  years  of  ave, 
who  was  cured.  The  table  ougnt, 
therefore,  to  stand  thus  :— 


12 


Cored. 
1 


Died. 
11 


Deaths  to 
Becoveriet. 

lltol 


Secondary  amjnUatunu. — Of  the  276 

cases,  46,  or  1  in  6,  were  secondajy. 

Of  these  there  were — 

Deaths  to 
Cured.        Died.  Recoyeriea  aa 

20  26  5  to  4  Mtj. 

The  following  table  shevrs  the  de- 
tailed results : — 
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Shoulder-jokt .     .     . 

Ann 

Forearm      .... 

Thigh 

Leg 

ToUl 

No.  of 
each. 

Cored. 

Died. 

Deaths  to  Re- 
coveries. 

1 
13 

3 
24 

5 

1 
6 
3 
8 
2 

0 
•7 

0 
16 

3 

No  death* 

7  to  6. 
No  death. 

2  to  1. 

3  to  2. 

46 

20 

26 

5  to  4  fully. 

This  table  apparaUbf  confinns  the  a>^le  than  primary  amputations,  it  shews 

experience  of  our  army  surgeons,  inas-  the  contrary  to  be  true.    In  order  that 

much  B8  the  aggregate  result  of  secon-  inferences  drawn  from  tables  of  this 

dary  amputation  is  even  more  unfavour-  kind  be  accurate,  the  amputations  per- 

able    than  of  primary.      It  however  formed  on  each  limb  must  be  compared, 

illustrates  well  the  necessity  of  ana-  otherwise  they  are  almost  certain  to  be 

lyBinjg   tables,    because    so   far   from  erroneous.    The  following  table  illus- 

proving  that  secondary  are  less  favour-  trates  this : — 

Comparison  of  the  results  qf  primary  and  tecondary  amputations  qfeach  limb. 


Shoulder-joint .     .     . 

Arm 

Forearm      .... 
Thigh  ..... 
Leg  .....    . 

Primary 
Deaths  to  Re- 
coveries. 

Secondary 
Deaths  to  Re- 
coveries. 

2  to    1 
11  to  12 
No  death. 
11  to  1 

2  to  Ifnlly. 

No  death. 

7  to  6 
No  death. 

2  to  1 

3  to  2 

This  table  shews  that  in  the  thigh  corded  in  these  tables,  there  is  no  death, 

secondary  amputations  are  much  more  It  would  be  premature  to  draw  from 

fJEivourable  than  primary,  in  the  leg  these   tables   any  conclusion   for   or 

decidedly  so,  in  the  forearm  equal,  in  against    primary    as    comnured   with 

the  shoulder  superior,  and  in  the  arm  secondary  amputations,    lliis  much  I 

slightly  inferior.      The   numbers   in  may  say,  that  the  encouragement  which 

some  instances  are  small,  and  require  they  hold  out  for  primary  amputations 

confirmation.      The  apparently   more  in  our  Infirmary  is  not  sreat    )The 

favourable   results    of   primary    and  sulMect  requires  farther  ulustrations, 

secondary  amputations  in  the  aggregate  and  I  hope  will  not  be  lost  sie^ht  of. 

depends  on    the  &;reater   number  of  To  illustrate  it  still  farther,   1  have 

amputations  ofUie  forearm  (15  primary,  noted    the    results  of   40   compound 

3  secondary),  and  on  two  partial  ampu-  fractures  and   dislocations,  in  which 

tations  of  &e  foot  in  the  former,  and  attempts  were  made  to  save  the  hmb, 

none  in  the  latter.     It  is  remarkable  and  on  which  no  secondary  amputation 

that  of  22  amputations  of  the  forearm  re-  was  performed. 

Table  showing  the  results  qf  Compound  Eraetures  and  Dislocations  (not  amputated). 


No.  of 

Deaths  to  Re- 

m 

Thigh 

each. 

Cored. 

Died. 

Qoveries. 

5 

1 

4 

4  to  1 

Leg 

21 

15 

6 

2  „5 

Foot  and  Ankle    .    . 

5 

2 

3 

3  .,2 

Arm 

5 

3 

2    . 

3  ,.2 

Elbow 

2 

1 

1 

1    M   1 

Forearm  •    •    •    • 

Total 

2 

1 

1 

1   nl 

40 

23 

If 

679*— xxvu. 
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■ 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  in  ftils  secondary  ismore  favourable  than 

attempts  to  cure  compound  fractures  primary  amputation.     The  combined 

and  dislocations  the  cures  considerably  results  seem   to  warrant  attempts    to 

exceed  the   deaths.     The  last    table  save    severe  cases,   in   preference     to 

(p.  401)  shews  that  when  the  attempt  immediate*  amputation. 

Table  shetoinsf  the  number  of  Amputations  performed  at  different  Agee,  with  the 
Cures  and  Deaths  distinguished  according  to  sex,  and  divided  into  Amputaiums 
for  Disease — Primary^  Secondary. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1 

5 

Diieaae. 

Primary. 

Secondary. 

Disease. 

Prinuuy. 

Secondary. 

Cared. 

Died. 

Cured.  Died. 

Cured. 

Died. 
0 

Cured. 

Died. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Cared. 

Died. 

ItolO 

9 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10    20 

SO 

2 

5 

8 

3 

7 

13 

3 

2 

0 

2 

O 

20    30 

17 

9 

10 

U 

5 

0 

6 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

30    40 

15 

6 

10 

4 

.2 

6 

7 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

40    50 

6 

4 

4 

4 

1 

6 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50    60 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

60     70 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

70    80 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

80    90 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

81 

29 

33 

36 

14 

34 

7 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

110 

69 

37 

41 

1 

7 

216 

55 

o 

H 

271 

This  table  contains  only  271  cases,  Of  41  females  there  were 

because  5  <rf  the  276  of  wfech  the  for-  ^^^      ^     jJSSJ^. 

mer  tables  are  composed  had  no  age  ^^           j           1  ^  4.g 

^^'   ^ «     .              .    ,                 ^  exhibiting  a  propoitiozi  decidedly  in 

The  followmg  particulaw   may  be  ftvaar  of  females, 

gadiered  from  it :—  Of  106  makamputationB  for  accidenU 

Of  21 6  males  110  were  amputations  there  were 

for  disease,  and  106  (nearly  one  half)  ^^^^      j^^     Be^S^SfcJ^as 

for  accidents.    Of  55  females  41  were  47           59           lU  to  1 

for  disease,  and  14  (about  a  fourth)  for  Of  14  females  for  accidents  there 

accidents.  were 

Deaths  to 
Cared.       Died.     Reooveriea,  as 


Of  110  males  for  disease  there  were 


Deaths  to 
Eeoorerifls,  at 

1  to  28 


10  4       ^     2  to  5 

again  giving  a  result  in  &vour  of  the 
females. 


Cured.        Died. 
61  29 

Table  shewing  the  number  of  amputations  at  different  ages  (including  mates  and 

females)  with  the  proportionate  mortality. 


1 

Deaths  lo  Re- 

Ages. 

Numbers. 

Cared. 

Died. 

coveries. 

From    1  to  10 

15 

11 

4 

1  t0  2} 

10      20 

48 

43 

5 

1  to8I 

20      30 

33 

23 

10 

lto2ft 

30      40 

30 

22 

8 

lfo2i 

40      50 

15 

10 

5 

1  to2 

50      60 

17 

6 

11 

2  to  1  nearly. 

60      70 

8 

4 

4 

1  tol 
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-  The  rate  of  mortality  for  the  ages 
between  9  and  20  is  by  much  the  most 
HftYOurable  (A  to  8|),  while  that  from 
50  to  60  is  the  least  so  (2  to  1) ;  with 
the  exception  of  those  from  60  to  70 
(1  to  1),  all  the  others  vary  only  from 
1  to  2  the  highest,  to  1  to  2}  the  lowest 
The  ages  from  10  to  20  afford  the 
greatest  nmnber  of  amputationa   Gar 


disease }  those  from  20  to  40  the  greatest 
number  for  accident. 

Causes  of  death  in  amputations, — I 
have  been  able  to  procure  pretty  accu- 
rate pathological  accounts  of  73  deaths 
after  amputation,  all  occurring  in  the 
hospitaL  I  have  arranged  uiem  as 
follows : — 


abie  shewing  the  causes  of  death  in  73  amputations ,  the  limbs  amputated^  and  the  number  of  day » 

each  case  survived. 


Bad  sores    ...••. 
Cerebral  effnsioiifl    «    .     •     .     • 
Di6fiu«  inflamoMifcfoa  and  er3rfipelu 
Exhaorticm,  ihoclr,  &  compllcatioiui 

Delirimn  tremens 

Gangrene  of  stump   ..... 
Secondary  haemorrhage     .     .     • 

Tetanus 

Diarrhoea 


t 

m 

B 

£ 


Pericarditis 

neuritis 

Pneumonia 
■^  '  Purulent  deposi 
I*  't  Phlebitis 

•|  i  Rigors 

8  I   Secondary  inflammation 

in  V^  Secondary  external  abscess    . 


0 
0 
3 
5 
0 
4 
0 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
5 
2 
Ol 


i 


32 


1 

0 

1 

6 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 


24 


0 
1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
7 
I 
1 
0 
1 


t 

o 

9 

e 


17 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 

1 

0 
0 


2 


0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

3 

0 

0 


t 


16 


1 

0 

1 

9 

1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

0 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 


35 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 


e 


20 


1 
1 
4 

11 
1 
6 

4 
1 
5 
2 
6 
2 
16 
3 
7 
2 
1 


Number  of  days  each 
case  survived. 


73 


39 

32 

17,7,11,5 

?,?,2hrs.,3,l,12hrs.,lhr. 

3,4 

9  hrs.,  3,  3,  1,  5,  7 

49,  2,  2,  2 

1 

5,  8,  20,  3,  11 

?,  21 

?,  94,  4,  6,  12,  ? 

20,  38 

13,12,7,27,24,29,28,  6 

14,5,17,18,18,5,10,36 

?,  14,  18,  3,  12,  45,  22 

10,6 

31 


I 


From  this  table  it  appears  that  of 
73  deaths,  of  whose  causes  and  pa- 
tholo^  m(»e  or  less  accurate  records 
are  given,  32  were  primary,  24 -secon- 
dary, and  17  disease.  I  have  divided 
the  causes  of  death  into,  Ist,-  causes 
Independent  of  secondary  inflammation ; 
and  2d,  the  vaiious  kinds  of  secondary 
inflammatory  aifections. 

X)f  the  8  causes  enumerated  belong- 
ing to  the  first  class,  4  caused  one 
death  each,  and  need  not  detain  us; 
of  the  other  four,  exhaustion,  shock, 
and  complication  of  injuries,  caused 
11,  gangrene  of  the  stumps  6,  secon- 
dary iieemonhaffe  4,  and  oifiusive  in- 
flammation ana  erysipelas  4.  .  It  is 
remarkable  that  of  these  25  deaths  22 
were  from  accidents,  and  3  from  dis- 
ease—of which  three,  two  were  caused 
b^  second^nr  hoemorrhacp.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  the  16  cases  of 


exhaustion  and  gangfrene  mainly  owed 
their  fatal  termination  to  the  creat 
severity  of  the  accidents  which  renaered 
amputation  necessary,  aided  by  the 
severity  of  the  operation.  This  is  con- 
firmed, first,  by  the  number  of  hours 
and  days  which  each  case  survived  the 
amputation  (four  did  not  survive  one 
day,  and  the  longest  period  is  seven 
days) ;  and,  second,  by  the  part  ampu- 
tated (of  the  sixteen,  fourteen  were 
thigh,  two  leg).  The  difiusive  inflam- 
mation and  erysipelas  were  probably 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  injury, 
and  the  air  of '  the  "hospital.  I  was 
surprised  to  find  that  so  few  of  the 
fatal  terminations  are  attributable  to 
these  causes :  of  the  four,  three  were 
arm,  one  thigh. 

Secondary  inflammations.  —  In  this 
class,  besi^  those  pathological  states 
which  are  almost  universally  acknow-  , 
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ledffed  to  arise  from  what  is  usually  hospital,  and  were  probablr  attributable 
styled  secondary  inflammation,  I  have  to  the  atmosphere.    Fifth,  there  ia  a 
included   **  rigors"   and  "  diarrhoea,"  strong  tendency  in  surgical  diiH*iyie  to 
the  former  because  I  have  no  doubt  localue  itself  in  some  important  internal 
that  the  rigors  were  symptomatic  of  organ,  especially  the  lungs ;  and  this  is 
secondary  disease,  and  the  latter  because  most  apt  to  occur  in  the  feeble  and  ex- 
I  believed  that  ulceration  of  the  intes-  hausted — ^in  many  cases  I  believe  a  very 
tinal  mucous  membrane  causing  diar-  short  time  before  death.    I  believe  that 
rhoea   belong  to  the  same  .  class   of  a  careful  examination  would  shew  that 
affections.    Ofthe  seventy-three  deaths  the  majority  of  those  patients  who  die 
fort^-four  belong  to  secondary  inflam-  of  dischar^  and  exhaustion  exhibit 
mation,  and  twenty-nine  to  other  causes,  these  affections,  and  that  they  are  most 
shewing  that  secondary  disease  exceeds  liable  to  occur  when  the  discharge  is 
all  other  causes  of  death  combined,  most  profuse.    I  am  well  aware  that 
very  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  profuse  dischai^\  or  even  an  open 
three.     Of  these  forty-four,  nineteen  soref,  is  by  no  means  necessary   to 
were  primary,  eleven  secondary,  and  their  formation ;    but  I  feel  satisfied 
fourteen  diseased.  that  a  statistical  investigation  would 
As  this  subject,  secondary  inflamma-  shew  that  a  great  majority  occur  during 
tion,  is  one  ofvast  importance,  I  may,  per-  the  continuance  of  profuse  unchecked 
haps,  be  excused  if  1  state  what  appear  suppuration.      In  cases  where  there 
to  me  to  be  a  few  facts  connected  witn  it.  was  no  dischai^.  and  little,  if  any. 
First,  as  regards  their  history,  I  beUeve  pus  secreted,    I  nave   remarked   the 
they  are  much  more  common  now  than  presence  of  lobulated  pneumonia  with> 
they  were  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  out  deposit  of  dus. 
My  reason  for  sa3ring  so  is,  that  ampu-        I  have  introauced  the  above  remarks 
tations  were  then  much  more  successful  principally  with  the  view  of  making 
than  they  are  now,  which  could  not  them  oear  on  what  appears  to  me  a 
have  been  the   case   had  these  fatal  retrogrademovementin  the  treatment  of 
secondary  inflammatory  diseases  been  stumps  of  late  years  becoming  fasliion- 
as  frequent    If  I  were  asked  to  assign  able — ^union  by  the  second  intention — 
the  probable  cause,  I  should  say  that  it  a  proposal  sanctioned  by  the  hope  of 
is  because  those  amputations  were  per-  preventing     secondary     inflaminaticm 
formed  at  a  much  earlier  stage  of  dis-  after  amputations.    If  the  above  state- 
ease,  and  on  patients  comparatively  in  ments  are  correct  this  method  of  treat- 
good  general  Health ;  second,  they  are  ment  rests  on  very  false  principles,  and 
infinitely  more  common  in  hospit^  cannot  be  too  soon  reconsigned  to  that 
than  private  practice.    A  large  propor-  oblivion  in  which,  in  Great  Britain,  it 
tion  of  our  nospital  surgical  deaths  slumbered  for  so  many  years.  I  believe 
arises  from  them,  while  in  private  they  in  all  cases  union  by  the  first  intention^ 
are  rare.    The  reason  here  is  obvious —  by  avoiding  the  risks  of  a  supurating 
the  air  of  the  hospital  debilitating  the  stump,    diminishes    "  pro  tanto"   the 
constitution.    Third,  the  more  severe  dangers    of   an    attack  of  secondary 
the  person's  disease  or  injury,  and  the  disease. 

more  the   system    has   suffered,   the        To  this  view  it  is  objected  that  many 

£[reater  is  the  liability  to  these  a^c-  patients  who  suffer  amputation  for  dis- 

tions.    This  is  almost  a  corollary  on  ease  profusely  suppurating,  die  within 

the  fact  just  stated.    Fourth,  the  more  a  few  days  of  the  performance  of  the 

severe  the  operation,  the  more  liable  is  operation,  apparently  in  consequence 

the  patient  to  secondary  inflammation,  of  the  sudden  checa  given  to  the  dis- 

Of  the  forty-four  cases,  fourteen  were  charge.     In  a  great  many  of  these 

thigh,  seventeen  leg,    two   shoulder-  cases  I    am  convinced   that   the   se- 

joints,  and  eleven  arm.    Not  one  of  condary  inflammation  existed  before 

the  amputations  of  the  forearm  was  the   operation,  and   that  it  was  the 

followed  by  secondary  disease.    I  am  failure    of  strength,  caused  by  these 

well  aware  that  these  secondaiy  inflam-  latent  inflammations,  which  induced  the 

fnations  occasionally  foUow  very  trivial  surgeon  to  perform  an  operation  which 

operations  and  injuries.    I  have  lost  their  presence  rendered  altogeUier  fii- 

two  cases  of  fistula  in  ano  firom  this 

cause,  and  more  than  one  injury  of  the      I  ^^^J^^l^S^'lP'^^Ii^S^^  t.„ 

fbet  and  hands,  but  these  werJ  aU  in  j.J,,^*"-^^'^*^  ^  P~^«^  >«"  J«^. 
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tile.    I  do  not  think  we  are  yet  suffi-  somewhat  novel,  I  should  feel  obliged 

ciently  alive    to    the   impropriety   of  if  ^ou  would  do  me  the  favour  to  insert 

amputating   after   Uie    occurrence   of  it  m  your  next  number. — I  am,  sir, 

rigors.     iOmost  as  certainly  as  we  do  Your  obedient  servant, 

amputate  our  patient  dies.     We  are  James  Whitehead. 

still  less  alive  to  the  impropriety  of  .iss,  OxfoirdSt,  Ifucbeater, 

amputating  after  some  symptom  pre-  ^°^*  ^^^>  *®*^' 

viously   mild    has    become    suddenly  Mr.  W.  P.  J.,  a  young  sentleman ' 

aggravated.    It  is  too  much  the  prac-  twenty  years  and  eight  months  old,  son 

tice  to  wait  for  some  occurrence  so  urgent  of  Major  J.,  of  the  — th  re^ment,  was 

as  to  demand  removal  of  the  limb.  Now  placed  under  my  treatment,  m  Februarv 

the  very   urgency    of   the    symptom,  last,  for  a  deformity  of  the  back.    lie 

especially  if  of  sudden  accession,  is  was  then  suffering  from  severe  palpita- 

onen  the  strongest  of  all  reasons  for  tions,  which  became  alarminglv  aggra^ 

not  amputating,  as  it  too  frequentlv  vated  by  exercise  even  of  tne  most 

depends  on  secondary  disease,  which  moderate  kind.      His  general  health 

will  certainly  destroy  our  patient  whe-  was  also  in  a  very  deranged  state,  the 

ther  we  amputate  or  not.  appetite  beine  impaired,  tongue  foul. 

Experience  has  confirmed  my  objec-  sleep  unsoimd  and  unrefreshing,  pulse 

tions  to  union  b^  the  second  intention.  wea!x  and  irrej^ular,  and  his  strength 

The  cases  in  wmch  I  tried  it,  certainly  so  feeble  that  it  was  with  the  greatest 

few  in  number,  died  of  phlebitis  and  difficulty  he  could  walk  from  the  office 

secondary  inflammation  in  their  most  in  which  he  was  employed  to  my  house, 

acute  forms.    Every  operating  surgeon  a  distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a 

knows  that  no  amputations  so  readily  mile.      By  the  aid  of  medicines  his 

unite  by  the  first  intention  as  those  of  health  was  in  a  short  time  restored,  and 

the  forearm.    In  our  tables  they  have  he  was  soon  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  put 

been  entirely  exempt  from  secondary  upon  certain  symnastic  exercises,  with 

disease.    Again,  amputations  "below  a  view  to  relieve  the  distortion.    In 

the  knee"  seldom  mute  without  suppu-  two  or  three  weeks  more  the  palpita- 

rating.   By  the  tables,  when  performed  tions  had  entirely  left  him,  and  his 

**  for  disease,"  they  are  our  least  sue-  strength  was  greatiy  improved,  so  that 

cessful  operations.  he    could   b€»r    to   exercise   himself 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  actively  in  the  gymnasium  for  an  hour 
apply  to  chronic  suppuration  of  many  toj^ether,  or  wuk  six  or  seven  miles 
months' or  years' continuance,  in  which,  without  feeling  overfatigued.  From 
as  in  the  case  of  old  ulcers  of  great  the  time  when  he  commenced  the  ex- 
extent,  amputation  is  occasionally  per-  ercises  (about  the  middle  of  March) 
formed  for  the  removal  of  an  inconye-  to  the  end  of  August,  his  stature  had 
nience,  not  for  the  preservation  of  life,  increased  one  inch  and  a  half.     Since 

But  even  in  these  an  artificial  dis-  then  the  exercises  have  been  partially, 
char^,  by  seton  or  caustic  issue,  is  or  almost  entirely,  omitted,  and  the 
infinitely  preferable  to  "  union  by  the  improvement  has  ceased  to  go  on.  In- 
second  intention."  I  may  add  that  our  deed  I  fear  he  has  a  little  diminished 
experience  of  the  results  of  amputations  in  height  since  the  beginning  of  Oct. 
in  these  cases  has  not  been  such  as  to  I  suggested  to  him  a  few  weeks  ago 
tempt  to  a  repetition  of  the  operation,  the  operation  of  division  of  some  of  the 
muscles  of  the  back  as  hkely  to  afford 

OPKIUTION  FOE  WINAL  DIS-  K^^ Vl  tffS^e  Zu^% 

TORTION.  those   muscles    which    maintain    the 

...— .  spine  in  its  present  position,  we  should 

Tb  tJk9  Editor  qf  tk€  Medieai  Gaiette.  ^  ^^^  be  enabled  to  employ  artificial 

means  with  a  greater  chance  of  success. 

Sir,  and  also  bring  into  more  efficient  play 

Tbb  followinj^  account  contains  a  few  certain  other  muscles  which  may  assist 

particulars  or  an  operation  which  I  in  rectifjring  the  evil.    I  explained  to 

performed  on  Wednesday  last,  the  25th  him  that  whatever  benefit  might  accrue 

inst,  for  the  relief  of  spinal  distortion,  from  the  operation  could  not  possibly 

Should  you  think  it  sufficiently  in-  be  immediate,  as  the  spine,  from  its 

teresting,  as  the  operation  is  as  yet  anatomical  conformation,  could  not  be 
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B8  effectnally  acted  upon  by  mechanical  among  his  friends  for  three  or  (our 
means,  eren  when  its  restraints  are  years  after  its  commencement,  as  he 
removed,  as  one  of  the  joints  of  the  was  all  this  time  in  delicate  health,  the 
extremities :  still,  as  the  exercises  had  restoration  of  which  it  was  thou^t 
already  produced  such  a  decided  im-  would  entirely  rectify  the  deformity, 
provement,  tiiat  there  were  strong  It  was  observed  to  make  more  rapd 
grounds  for  believinfi^  that  much  might  progress  during  the  three  following 
be  anticipated  from  the  after-treatment,  years  of  close  application  to  study  at 
He  consented  witii  great  willingness  to  College ;  and  ms  present  sedentary 
have  the  operation  perform^,  and  employment  in  the  study  of  the  law 
hoped  it  mi^t  be  proceeded  with  as  has  been  rather  favourable  than  other- 
soon  as  pos8n)le.  wise  to  its  increase.    Another  circum- 

The  deformity  consists  in  a  simple  stance  ought  to  be  mentioned  as  having 
lateral  curve  to  the  right  side,  of  consi-  in  all  probability  contributed — ^perhaps 
derable  extent,  and  involving  more  may  nave  originally  determined  the 
tiian  half  the  spinal  column,  commenc-  direction  of  uie  '  curvature,  namely, 
ing  at  the  sixth  cervical,  and  terminate  regular  sword  exercise,  which  formed 
ing  at  the  second  lumbar  vertebra.  A  a  part  of  his  early  education,  as  he  was 
cord  extended  between  these  two  points  then  intended  for  the  army.  This,  of 
would  complete  it  into  a  segment  of  at  course,  was  suspended  as  soon  as  the 
least  two-mths  of  a  circle.  It  is  not,  evil  was  discovered.  He  has  been 
however,  quite  regular  in  its  form  from  under  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
banning  to  end,  the  curve  bein^  more  ever  since  the  manifestation  of  the 
decidedly  expressed  above  than  below,  above-noticed  symptoms,  having  con- 
The  back  of  the  chest  on  the  left  side  suited  several  eminent  practitioners 
is  much  flattened,  the  ribs  being  nearly  both  in  London  and  elsewhere.  In 
horizontal  in  direction,  and  their  angles  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  he  suffered 
scarcely  perceptible  ;  while,  on  the  much  from  pain  in  the  head,  for  which 
opposite  side,  the  angles  are  prominent,  he  was  repeatedly  leeched  and  blistered, 
and  each  rib  so  rotated  upon  its  attach-  The  objects  which  I  had  in  view  by 
ment  at  the  side  of  the  spine  as  to  the  operation  were  to  release  the  con- 
bring  its  body  into  a  very  oblique  cavity  of  the  curved  i^rf  of  the  spine 
direction — almost  approaching  to  the  from  the  action  of  some  of  those  very 
vertical,  at  its  back  part.  The  angles  powerful  muscles  already  alluded  to, 
of  the  ribs  appear  to  be  somewhat  more  namely,  the  sacro-costalis  (sacro-lum- 
bent  than  natural ;  but  this  is  not  so  balls)  and  longdssimus  and  spinalis 
certain.  The  whole  together,  and  the  dorsi ;  and  by  mis  means  to  t^ke  off 
scapula,  which  is  raised  above  its  na-  the  most  powerfal  resistance  to  the 
tural  position,  form  a  veiy  considerable  action  of  others  which  may  be  brought 
protuberance ;  and  this  is  increased  in  into  play  directly  upon  the  diseased 
appearance  by  the  neck  being  bent  part :  as  the  trapezius  and  rhomboidei 
forwards  and  to  the  opposite  side,  of  the  same  side;  and  also  to  enable 
The  sulcus  for  the  lodgment  of  the  one  to  operate  by  artificial  contrivance 
dorsal  muscles  is  obliterated  on  the  with  better  effect, 
right  side,  and  the  muscles  themselves  The  operation  was  performed  in  the 
so  attenuated  as  to  be  almost  impercep-  presence  of  Dr.  Pendlebury,  one  of  the 
tible }  while  those  on  the  left  are  full  physicians,  and  Mr.  Fawdington,  one 
and  firm,  and  more  than  ordinarily  de-  of  the  surgeons,  to  the  Royal  mfirmaiy, 
veloped.  The  muscular  system  in  and  three  other  medical  gentlemen, 
general  is  strong  and  well  expressed.  The  patient  was  seated  in  the  reversed 
The  deviation  from  its  normal  shape  of  posture  on  a  low-'baeked  chair,  the 
the  other  parts  of  the  chest  corresponds  body  bent  forwards,  and  the  arms  and 
in  a  measure  with  those  already  alluded  head  leaned  over  the  back  of  the  chair, 
to.  The  right  side  in  front  projects,  A  portion  of  skin  opposite  the  seventh 
and  is  a  Uttfe  elevated ;  the  left  is  de-  or  eighth  dorsal  vertebra  was  pinched 
pressed,  and  the  sternum  approaches  up  and  divided,  and  the  shining  fascia 
to  a  parallel  direction  with  the  dorsal  at  once  broufi'ht  into  view.  A  straight 
spine.                                               ^  sharp-pointed  bistoury  was  then  passed 

The  disease  was  first  noticed  in  a  between  the  skin  and  fascia  as  far  as 

■lifi^ht  degree  about  eight  5[ear8  ago,  but  the  spine,  and  the  mass   of  muscle 

did  not  create  any  particular  alarm  divided  by  depressing  the  instrument 
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slowly  and  carefully,  and  at  the  same  day ;  but  not  so  seirerely  tis  before.    A 

time  withdrawing  it.     The  bistoury  grain  of  opium  was  urescribed,  to  be 

was  then  again  introduced  through  tKe  taken  at  bed-time.    On  the  third  day, 

same  opening  in  the  skin,  and  passed  as  the  patient  was  quite  comfortable, 

outwaras  on  the  surface  of  the  cor>  and  felt  no  pain  in  the  parts,  even 

responding  rib,  so  as   to  divide  the  when  he  rsised  himself  into  the  sitting 

attachment  of  the  sacro-costalis  as  well  posture,  which  he  could  do  with  perfect 

as  the  other  slips  of  it  going  to  the  ribs  ease,  a  little  gentle  traction  was  exer- 

above.     The  muscular  fibres  separated  cised  on  the  spine,  which  showed  that 

with  a  distinct  snap,  audible  to  every  the  column  was  certainly  flexible,  and 

one  present     Mr.  Fawdington's  ex-  promised  fair  for  at  least  a  partial,  if 

pression  was,  that  the  sound  set  his  not  a  complete  restoration.    This  was 

teeth  on  edge.    It  was  like  the  sepajBr  done  by  fixing  the  pelvis  and  upper 

tion  of  a  tight  bow-string  composed  of  part  of  the  chest  by  bandages,  towards ' 

a  liascicle  of  strong  threads.    Another  the  side  of  the  convexity,  and  bringing 

small  incision  was  made  opposite  the  the  rhomboidei  to  act  on  the  hollow  ix  * 

third  vertebra  of  the  same  region,  and  the  curvature^  the  patient  lying  in  the 

the  muscles  coming  down  from  the  prone  position.    The  same  e&ct  was 

neck  divided  in  the  same  manner.    No  produced  by  a  person  being  seated  on 

outward  incision  was  made  at  this  part,  a  chair,  level  with  the  bed,  and  pulling 

The  external  openings  were  closed  by  at  the  left  ann,  having  at  the  same 

slips  of  plaster,  and  a  compress  of  lint  time  one  foot  fixed  against  the  side  of 

api»lied  and  secured  by  a  bandage.  The  the  pelvis,  and  the  other  in  the  axilla, 

patient  then  got  up  and  walkea  to  bed  During  the  last  two  days  friction  with 

with  faciUty.    He  was  placed  on  his  salt  and  water  and  the  hair  glove  has 

back  upon  a  hard  mattrass  formed  into  been  practised  over  the  dorsal  muscles  * 

an  inclined  plane.    There  was  consi-  of  the  right  side,  which  continue  to  act 

derable  difficulty  of  breathing  expe-  in  the  manner^  before  mentioned,  and 

rienced  immediately  after  the  operation,  increase  in  size.    The  patient's  health 

arising,  as  was  afterwards  ascertained,  has  not  suffered  in  the  slightest  denee. 

from  spasm  of  the  posterior  intercostal  The  progress  of  the  ease  shaU  be  ' 

and  dorsal  muscles  of  the  right  side,  detailed  nereafter  if  deemed  of  sufficient 

Thisjwas  relieved  by  a  powerful  anodjme  interest 

draught,  and  he  continued  tranquil  and  . 

easy  two  or  three  hours.    I  was  not  rttmo  piJArTTTPT?  bfti 

able  to  see  him  again  until  seven  hours  ^^^^  FEACTURE-BED. 

after  the  operation,  when  I  found  the  — 

^^"^^  ^1  ^J^^""^  very  urgent,  and  ^  ^j^  g^^^^  ^^j^^  j^^^^^^j  g^^^^ 
was  told  it  had  been  so  for  three  or 

four  hours.    On  placing  my  hand  on  Si>^* 

the  back  part  of  the  cnest,  near  the  Among  the  various  contrivances  intro- 

spine,  on  the  convex  side  of  the  curve,  duced  within  the  last  few  veais  for  the 

the  intercostal  muscles  were  pointed  treatment  of  fractures,  there  is   one 

out  by  the  patient  as  being  the  prin*  which  I  feel  convinced  has  not  yet 

cipal  seat  of  the  pain  he  complained  been  properl]^^  appreciated  by  surgeons  t 

of,  and  the  erectores  spinie  of  the  same  I  mean  tnat  invented  by  Mr.  Thos.  M. 

side  were  more  tense  than  I  had  before  Greenhow,  one  of  our  most  intelligent 

felt  them.    The  latter,  he  told  me,  had  surgeons    in  this  town.     This  sling 

been  affected  by  cramp,  which  had  fracture-bed  possesses  some  immense 

several  times  been  very  severe,  ever  advantages  over  those  now  in  general 

since  the  operation,  and  also  with  a  use.    I  shaU  give  a  few  rough  notes  of 

constant  quivering  motion,  which  could  two  cases  I  attended  with  my  friend 

be  very  distinctly  felt  by  the  hand  Mr.  A.  Davison,  of  CramUn^n,  and 

when  placed  upon  the  part.    A  grain  who  authorizes  me  to  express  his  unqua- 

of  opium  was   ordered  to  be  taken  lified  approbation  of  the  instrument    I 

immediately,  and  to  be  repeated  every  shall  tnen  make  a  few  remarks,  from 

three  hours  if  needftd.    He  passed  a  which  I  hope  to  show  that  this  splint 

very  comfortable  night,  and  on  the  or  sling  fracture-bed  really  has  many 

following  morning  the  spasms  returned  advantages  not  to  be  found  in  other 

in  the  same  manner,  ana  continued  all  inventions  of  a  similar  nature. 
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Cass  I. — ^Mathew  Cleu^h,  aged  13,  There  were  extensive  laceradcms  on 
received,  June  8th,  1840,  \mile  at  work  the  anterior  and  posterior  parts  of  leg 
in  Cramlington  Colliery,  a  compound  inunediatelv  around  the  fracture- 
fracture  of  left  leg,  ahout  midway  be-  The  limo  was  on  the  following  dinr 
tween  the  ankle  and  knee.  The  frac-  placed  in  Mr.  Greenhow's  fractiire-bed, 
ture  was  extremely  oblique,  and  a  con-  and  has  continued  to  do  well  up  to  the 
siderable  portion  of  tibia  was  forced  present  moment.  Firm  union  has  taken 
through  the  wound.  He  was  imme-  place,  the  wounds  have  almost  entirely 
diately  seen  by  Mr.  Davison  and  Mr.  nealed,  and  the  bov's  health,  with  the 
French,  who  reduced  the  fracture,  and  exception  of  a  slight  attack  of  scarla- 
placed  the  leg  in  one  of  M'Intyre's  tina,  has  not  in  any  way  suflered. 
splints.  Remarks. — ^Every  one  who  has  read 

The  case  at  first  did  well,  but  we  Case  I.  must  (I  think)  a^ree  wiUi  me 

soon  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  that  Mr.  Greenhow's  splmt  was  in  the 

prevent  contraction ;   and  tnough  ex-  highest  degree  beneficial ;  but  I  will  so 

tension  was  repeatedly  made  we  could  further,  and  state  that  I  attribote  the 

not  maintain  tne  bones  in  apposition,  preservation  of  the  limb  to  the  use  of 

A  period  of  about  eight  weeks  was  this  treatment,  as  the  boy's  health  was 

spent  in  unavailable  attempts  to  pro-  beginning  to  succimib  under  the  irrita- 

mote  union  and  prevent  contraction,  tion  the  nding  of  the  fractured  portions 

though    every  thmg  that  afforded  a  ofbonehad  produced,  and  the  great  dis- 

chance  of  producing  the  desired  effect  charge  of  matter.    All  bad  symptoms, 

was  tried.    I  then  determined,  as  a  however,  soon  ceased,  when  extension 

"  dernier  ressort,"  to  give  Mr.  Green-  and  perfect  rest  of  limbs  were  obtained, 

how's  *'  fracture-bed"  atrial;  and,  in  In  Case  II.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 

order  that  it  might  be  properly  applied,  other  contrivance  which  would  have 

requested  him  to  go  out  with  me  and  enabled  us  to  dress  the  wounds,  smd 

superintend  die  application,  which  he  yet  allow  the  leg  to  remain  in  the  same 

very  kindly  did.  position.    We  have  thus  been  able  to 

.  The  leg  at  this  time  was  a  good  deal  clean  and  dress  extensive  lacerations 

swollen  and  inflamed,  the  inflammation  during  one  entire  month,  and  yet  the 

being  evidently  of  an  erysipelatous  cha-  limb  remains  in  the  identical  position 

racter.    The  wound  was  covered  with  in   which    it   was    orinnally   placed, 

high  flabby  granulations,  and  looked  Having  mentioned  this  fact  I  need  not 

exceedingly  unhealthy.  use  any  argument  to  shew  the  ease  and 

On  the  third  day  after  the  lee  had  comfort  experienced  by  the  patient  in 

been  placed    in    the   "fracture*bed,"  this  mode  of  treatment, 

there  was  a  remarkable  change  in  its  If  this  instrument  possessed  no  other 

whole  appearance :  the  hirh  granula-  advantage,  it  would  still  be  found  to  be 

tions  were  much  less,  and  the  swelling  a  most  valuable  one  to  the  surgeon  who 

and  inflammation  greatly  abated.  From  lives  at  a  distance  from  his  patient ;  for 

this  time  the  leg  rapidly  improved,  the  having  once  flxed  the  limb  in  it  there 

discharge  gradually  ceased,  the  inflam-  is  little  fear  of  displacement.    I  have 

mation   disappeared,   and  the  wound  also  found  that  the  friends  might  with 

healed.     In  five  weeks  we  removed  the  perfect  safety  be  allowed  to  dress  the 

apparatus,  as  firm  union  had  evidently  wounds,  anci  thus  save  many  long  and 

taken  place.  disagreeable  ioumeys. 

On  the  23d  of  September  (when  the  I  fear,  sir,  that  I  have  already  occn* 

above  notes  were  made)  the  boy  was  pied  too  much  space  in  your  valuable 

walking  about  on  his  crutches  in  excel-  publication,    and   therefore   will    not 

lent  health ;  and  on  the  next  accurate  extend  my  observations.    The  impor- 

measurement  I  was  unable  to  detect  the  tance  of  tne  subject  must  be  my  excuse 

slightest    shortening  when  compared  for  their  present  length. — I  am,  sir, 

with  the  other  lee.  Yours  respectfully. 

Case  II. — ^Matnew  Beald,  aet.  1 1,  had  H.  G.  Potter,  F.L.S.,  &c. 

his  left    tibia    fractured  about  three  SarKeon. 

inches  above  the  ankle.    The  accident  Newcastle-apon-Tyne,  Nov.  26,  IMO. 

occurred  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  28,  1840,  

and  was  occasioned  by  a  stone  falling 
upon  him  from  the  roof  of  the  mine. 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  409 

UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  after  a  careful  examination,  gave  it  as 

....^  his  opinion  that  the  placenta  did  not 

»...»•.        -  .         ,       ^  present,  and  what  we  had  taken  for 

7b  the  Editor  (/  the  Medical  Oaiette.  placenta  was  a  coagxda  of  blood.    Dr. 

Sia,  Kobert  Lee  (to  our  satisfaction)  decided 

On  reading  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams  that  the  operation  of  turning  was  not 

on  uterine li«morrhage  in  your  journal  ^^  ^  necessary,  and  if  the  membran^ 

ofthe30thOctober,itforcibly8tmckme  were  ruptured  the  case  would  do  well, 

that  I  had  met  with  a  similar  case.    If  The  membranes  consequently  were  rup- 

you  consider  it  worth  inserting,  you  will  *F^'  ^^  pains  came  on,  and  in 

l^^g^  SIX  hours  she  was  safely  dehver^  of  a 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^  <^^^- 

W.  B.  Pabkbs,  M.D.        

49,  Cuutjiy  atreet,  Golden  iqiive,  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 
Nov.  38,  1S40. 

In  October  last  a  friend  of  mine  waa  •q.fAatenr  w  tne  a  alonfferoe  qne  ie  iect«ur  le 

called  to  a  married  woman  (aged  26,  of  tueitbr^fer."— D'Ai.BMBBaT. 

good  constitution,  who  had  borne  three  ..^ 

children  before),  on  account  of  sudden  ^       .    ,  ^,                         #    «    .  • 

and  frequent  gushes  of  hcemorrhage  in  Practtctd  ObtervatWM  wi  the  Pathology 

the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.    She  «»^  TreatwffU  f  Stricture   of  the 

retired  to  bed  about  ten  o'clock  per-  ST*'*'""'  «?'*  S^^'     ^^  t.^^^""^ 

fectly  well,  awoke  about  three  by  sharp  Wade,  Senior  Surwon  to  the  W^t- 

pains  in  the  back  and  stomacli,  and  minster    General  Dispensary,    &c. 

found,  to  use  her  own  words,  that  she  London,  1841.    8vo.  pp.  149. 

was  swimming  in  blood.     My  friend  Qur  author  has  divided  his  book  into 

applied  the  usual  immediate  remedies  seven  chapters.    The  first  consists  of 

on  such  occasions,  thereby  arresting  the  general  observations ;  the  others  are  on 

return  of  the  heemorrhage  for  three  flie  pathology  of  particular  kinds  of 

hours,  at  which  time  it  came  on  again  stricture ;  the  symptoms  of  stricture ; 

to  an  alarming  extent.    He  then  re-  the  treatment  of  strictures  of  the  urethra; 

? nested  me  to  see  the  case  with  him :  directions  for  the  introduction  of  sounds 

did  so,  made  an  examination,  and  and  caUieters ;  and  the  consequences 

found  what  Mr.  Adams  has  described  ©f  stricture.    The  work  concludes  with 

in  the  following  words : — "  Instead  of  an  account  of  twenty-eight  cases  suc- 

finding  the  os  uteri  in  its  ordinary  state  cessfully  treated  wim  the  potassa  fusa. 


another  examination,  and  concurred  in  should  be  passed  down  to  the  stricture, 

the  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  of  uterine  that  its  distance  horn  the  orifice  of  the 

hsmorrhage,  frx>m  the  placenta  being  urethra  may  be  correctly  ascertained, 

situated  over  the  os  uteri.    Knowing  ^  small  piece  of  potassa  fusa  should  be 

the  general  fatal  results  of  such  cases,  inserted  into  a  hole  made  in  the  point 

and  as  the  flooding  had  in  a  degree  of  a  soft  bougie.    The  eighth  part  of  a 

subsided,  I  suggested  the  propriety  be-  grain  is  the  smallest  and  a  grain  the 

fore  we  proceeded  further  of  teking  the  S^rgest  quantity  of  the  potash  I  am  in 

opinion  of  a  medical  man  who  resided  the  nabit  of  using;  but  it  will  rarely  be 

in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  been  necessary  to  exceed  the  sixth  of  a  grain. 

in  practice  some  twenty  or  thirty  years,  it  wiU  be  well  to  maJlce  two  notches  in 

He  made  a  careful  examination,  and  the  bougie  containing  the  potash ;  one, 

confirmed  my   friend's  and  my  own  niarkine  the  exact  distance  of  the  stric- 

opinion  that  it  was  a  placenta  case,  of  ture ;  the  other,  an  inch  beyond ;  as, 

wnich  he  felt  not  the  least  doubt.    My  very   probably,    on   introducing    the 

friend  considered  it  necessary  to  call  in  armed  bougie  the  first  mark  may  be 

the  assistance  of  that  excellent  practi-  concealed  within  the  urethra,  from  the 

tioner.    Dr.    Robert   Lee,   of   Golden  penig  being  more  stretched  than  when 

Square;  he  immediately  attended,  and  the  measurement  was  taken.    Thebou- 
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gie  must  be  well  moulded  round  the  A  ProbatioMry  Essay  on  UssptcuxM 

potassa  fusa,  so  as  to  prevent  the  alkali  Pathology  of  the  Accessory  Organs  or 

from  projecting;  and  it  should  be  so  Hearing,  8fC.     Bv  James  Merceb, 

placed  that  it  may  be  more  applied  to  M.p.,  &c.     Edinburgh,  1840.    Svo. 

the  upper  than  the  lower  part  of  the  pp.  133. 

stricture,  for  obvious  reasons.  Armed  Our  author  has  divided  his  essay  into 
bougies  should  be  well  rounded  at  their  three  parts;  the  first  containing  the 
points,  to  ffuard  the  urethra  from  the  general  anatomy,  pathology,  and  treat- 
action  of  tne  potash  before  it  reaches  ment  of  diseases  of  the  external  mea- 
the  stricture.  In  very  bad  cases  it  may  tus  ;  the  second,  the  general  anatomy, 
be  advisable  occasionally  to  use  the  pathology,  and  treatment  of  the  dis- 
potassa  fusa  in  the  recumbent  position,  eases  of  the  membrana  tympani ;  and 
as  it  will  then  not  only  be  best  applied  the  third,  the  anatomical  structure,  pa- 
to  the  surface  of  the  stricture,  out  be  thology,  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of 
most  likely  to  penetrate  its  texture,  the  tympanum,  and  its  appendages,  es- 
which  in  old  and  hard  obstructions  is  pecially  the  Eustachian  tube, 
very  desirable.  The  bougie  should,  of  Br.  Mercer's  treatise  has  been  care- 
course,  be  well  oiled  previous  to  its  fully  drawn  up,  and  does  credit  to  his 
introduction.*' — ^p.  44-5.  judgment  as  well  as  to  his  industry. 

In  many  chronic  cases  the  potash  We  trust  that  he  will  not  remain  con- 
may  be  used  every  second  or  third  day ;  tent  with  this  preliminary  step,  but 
when  greater  imtability  is  present,  four  *  wUl  energetically  resolve  to  add  and 
days  should  intervene.  For  the  cases  add  largely  to  the  stores  of  professional 
in  which  it  may  be  used  wiUi  advan-  knowledge  in  this  interesting  branch 
tage,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the  trea-  of  our  art.  We  wish,  in  particular, 
tise.                                                       1  that  he  would  investigate  the  statistics 

Mr.  Wade's  book  bears  the  stamp  of  of  the  diseases  of  the  ear — a  department 

sober  good  sense ;  and  shews  that  he  for  which  Dr.  Mercer's  clear  stj'le  and 

has  not  allowed  his  opportunities  to  impartial  criticism  especially  qualify 

pass  away  unimproved.  him. 


t^Ue  an  the  Earj  inehdmg  iU  Ana-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

tomy,  Physwlogyt  and  Pathology  j  for 

which  the  atUhor  obtained  a  gold  medal  Friday  y  December  4, 1840. 

ttt  the  University  of  Edinburgh.    By  

JoSBPH  Williams,  M.D.,  &c.     Lon-  "Licet  omnibus,  Ucet  etiam  mihl,  dignitatem 

don,  1840.     Svo.  pp.    255,   with   six  ArtU  MeMcm  tueri ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in 

platffi.  publicum  ait,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso.*' 

CiCBEO. 

This  treatise  contains  an  account  of  the  — : — 

anatomy,  and  comparative  anatomy  of  gQi^g  DIFFICULTIES  IN  FORENSIC 

tne  ear ;  and  after  devoting  some  space  •Mvmni'hJTP 

to  observations  on  sound,  and  the  func-  Misuiciwu.. 

tions  of  the  ear,  our  author  has  usefuUy  The  very  remarkable  case  of  Madame 

filled  more  than  150  pages  with   the  Laffarge  must  have  awakened  every 

details  of  Its  pathology.   Dr.  M  illiams's  ^^.   «♦♦  «xi      *   *i.    j./«    i^-        vi 

book  shows  a  sounfjudgment,  as  well  °°^^  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 

as  extensive  reading,  andencourages  us  heset  forensic  medicine.     Orfila  sees  a 

to  hope  that  he  wul  devote  himself  to  film  of  Hisenic,  where  other  observers 

this  branch  of  practice,  and  enlarge  the  would  perhaps  only  see  a  film  ;   and 

bounds  of  our  knowledire  m  a  domain  -n        n    ai.      *        i.         ^       ^        * 

which  has  hitherto  befn  chiefly  ^u^  ^^P^^'  !^^,  staunch  controvertor  of 

pied  by  puffers  and  advertisers.    Why  certainty  in  legal  medicme,  is  ready  to 

should  we  not  rival  the  Kramers  and  obtain  as  much  arsenic  from  any  old 

Itards  of  the  continent?  Dr.  William's  J>it  of  furniture  !    However  this  may 

essay  cannot  be  read  without  profit.  Y>e^  j^  is  clear  that   in  medico- legal 

—  chemistry  the  certain  test  of  1820  is  no 

longer  the  certain  test  of  1840;  and 
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who  can  answer  what  this  will  be  in  were  exactly  the  same  as  if  the  spots  had 

1860  ?     Until   chemistry    becomes   a  been  blood. 

fixed  science,  and  the  action  of  every        Orfila  then  discovered  a  method  of 

possible  combination  of  substances  has  distinguishing  spots  of  blood  from  these 

been  tried,  how  can  we  be  sure  of  oiu:  artificial  stains ;  for  the  former,  after 

facts,  and  confidently  prove  a  negative,  being  boiled,  appeared  greenish  by  re- 

Every  story,  says  the  vulgar  proverb,  flection,  while  the  colour  of  the  latter 

is  good,  till  another  is  told  j  and  every  remained  unchanged.    To  this  Raspail 

test  is  valid,  till  a  fallacy  is  discovered  replied,  that  tannin  and  a  salt  of  iron 

in  it  Dr.  Christison  thinks  (or  thought,  might  be  added  to  the  artificial  spot  in 

some  years    ago)    that  the    deep-red  such  a  manner  that  they  should  not 

colour  struck  by  the  permuriate  of  iron  act  on  each  other  till  after  boiling, 

with  meconic  acid  was  sufficient  proof  What  answer  Or£la  made  to  this  we 

of  the  presence  of  opium.     No !  says  know  not.    Nevertheless,  Barruel  soon 

Mr.  Pereira,  for  two  other  substances,  afterwards  went  a  step  beyond  Orfila, 

which  are  likely  to  be  met  with  in  the  and  asserted  that  sulphuric  acid,  when 

alimentary  canal,   produce  the   same  poured  on  blood,  elicited  an  odour  by 

efilect,  namely,  mustard  and  saliva  *.  which  the  animal  from  which  it  had 

Again,  the  oil  of  pimento  *'  produces  been  taken  might   be   distinguished, 

a  red  colour  with  nitric  acid,  and  a  Raspail  the  quick  soon  brought  for- 

Uueish  green  one  with  the  tincture  of  ward  his  answers  to  this  bold  assertion, 

muriate  of  iron  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  showed  that  it  was  easy,  by  various 

thus  agreeing  with  morphia  in   two  admixtures,  to  givf  the  odour  of  one 

properties  t-"  kind   of   blood    to    another.    Besides 

The  saliva  produces  this  eflfect  from  which,  Barruel  hfLving  experimented 

containing  sulphocyanuret  of   potas-  on  the  blood  of  a  small  number  of 

slum.     On  a  trial  for  poisoning,  in  animals  only,  reasoned  from  too  slender 

1829,  Dr.  Ure  was  positive  that  the  an  induction. 

stomach  contained    opium   from   the        The  microscope  might  seem  to  afford 

eharacteristic  colour  produced  by  the  a  prospect  of  distinguishing  the  difierent 

perchloride  of  iron ;    and  when  the  species  of  blood,  but  at  present  this 

cross-examiner    urged    this    chemical  branch  of  knowledge  is  in  its  infancy, 
objection,  he    "  thought  it  merely  a        The  celebrated  trial  of  Mr.  Angus 

ruse  de  plaideur,'*  for  the  murder  of  Miss  Bums  is  a 

Can  human  blood  be  distinguished  strong  proof  of  the  difficulty  of  the 

from  other  red  spots,  or  from  the  blood  science  of  forensic  medicine.    Was  the  , 

of  animals  P    The  affirmative  has  been  deceased  poisoned  P    She    died    after 

maintained,  but  it  is  highly  doubtful,  having  suffered  for  about  fifty  hours 

According  to  Raspail,  Orfila  asserted  from  pain,  thirst,  and  vomiting ;  and 

that  blood  might  be  distinguished  from  on  dissection  a  large  perforation  of  the 

red  spots  produced  by  any  other  sub-  stomach  was  found,  with  pulpiness  of 

stance ;  but  Raspail  showed  spots  niade  its  coats,  but  no  traces  of  inflammation 

with  the  albumen  of  a  pullet's  egg,  in  about    this    part    The    learned   and 

which  he  had  steeped  a  small  bag  filled  candid  Beck  appears  to  have  altered 

with  madder ;  and  the  efiects  produced  his  opinion  concerning  this  case,  for 

by  the  reagents  mentioned  by  Orfila  in  the  fifth  edition  of  his  Medical  Juris- 
prudence he  says, "  With  our  increased 

.  M«,.  OA..Tr..  voh  xm  p.  «a.  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  dii«i8e8  of 

t  Ibid,  p  no.  the  stomach,  it  becomes  at  least  pos- 


412  DEGREES  IN  ARTS  IN  THE  UNIYERSITT  OP  LONDON. 

sible  that  the  morbid  appearance  in  line  with  infallible  hand,  and  show  with 

question  may  have  been  the  result  of  superhuman  tact  what  deviation  from 

ordinary  illness."  (p.  753,  Note.)  perfect  health  may  be  called  illness. 

The  moral  evidence  against  the  pri-  and  what  amount  of  eccentricity  just 
soner  was  strong,  and  if  we  suppose  passes  the  confines  of  insanity, 
him  to  have  given  the  deceased  a  large  But  if  juries  expect  too  much,  wit- 
dose  of  mineral  poison  to  produce  abor-  nesses  may  also  give  too  little.  It 
tion,  all  the  circumstances  of  the  his-  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  hope  that 
tory  will  be  coherent;  but  medical  the  profession  might  furnish  some  eaperf« 
witnesses  must  beware  lest  they  colour  skilled  in  the  latest  refinements  of  che- 
their  chemical  or  anatomical  evidence  mistry,  and  practically  conversant  with, 
to  suit  the  other  facts.  all    the    details  of  morbid  anatomy. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  direct  the  Under  the  name  of  district  physicians 

attention  of  our  readers  to  the  treatises  or  sugeons,  such  witnesses  might  save 

of  Dr.  William  Hunter  and  Dr.  Ciun-  much  annoyance  to  those  who  are  over- 

min  on  Infanticide ;   the  former  is  a  whelmed  with  the  practical  details  of 

defence  of  the  prisoner,  the  latter  will  our  art,  and  while  they  cleared  up  many 

furnish  arguments  for  the  prosecution ;  a  doubtful  point,  would  reflect  glory  on 

but  from,  the  natural  leaning  of  judge  the  profession  from  which  they  were 

and  jury  in  such  cases  to  the  miserable  selected. 

prisoner,  mercy  and  Hunter  are  always  

listened  to.    It  must  be  acknowledged,  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  DEGREES  IN 

too,  that  the  evidence  which  was  ordi-  ARTS  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OP 

narily  supposed  to  be  conclusive  against  lqN  DON. 

the  woman  was  in  a  high  degree  unsa-  ^^  ^^^  ^y^^^^^^  j^  ^ght  to  lay  before 

tisfactory ;  and  it  is  very  possible  that  our  readers,  at  various  times,  the  ques- 

the  farther  progress  of  science  may  tions  which  have  been  proposed  to  the 

throw  equal  doubt  on  the  tests  on  which  candidates    for   medical  degrees    and 

modem  medical  jurists  rely.  ^^"<>^  ^^  .^"^  Univers^  of  London. 
«r   ,     ,           ,    ,        A.       * .    .    *  Every  practitioner  of  physic  is  inte- 
We  lately  touched  on  the  subject  of  ^ted,  Erectly  or  indirectly,  m  the  pro- 
rape;  and  we  will,  therefore,  only  add  crress   of  professional  education,  and 
to  the  facts  we  then  alleged— that  the  however  remote   from   the   scene   of 

medical  witnesses  on  these  trials  are  1«™^  ^^f '  ™f  ^  P}««^  *^, «« 

_        ,    ^                 •  •       ^v  what  are  the  last  refinements  of  teaehers 

apt  to  affinn  that  on  examimng  the  ^^^^  examiners  m  the  theory  of  the  art 

person  of  the  prosecution  they  found  by  which  he  lives, 

that  she  had  been  violated.    What  do  If  medicine,  however,  is  to  maintain 

they  mean  by  thisP    If  they  under-  the  rank  of  a  learned  and  Uberal  profes- 

,  ^  ^         ifi..         i>          Ajiii  8ion,  something  more  is  required  than 

stand  merely  the  signs  of  recent  deflo-  ^  knowledge  of  the  art  of  Sealing  and 

ration,  this  would  be  intelligible ;  but  ancillary  sciences ;  and  it  will  be  de- 

if  they  mean  that  they  can  ascertain  sirable  that  a  considerable  number  of 

by  what  quantum  of  violence  the  girl's  practitioners  shall  give  some  proof  of 

^  ,          ^                            u  1.1.  °  i.^  their  general  acqmrements,  and  be  able 

resistance  was  overcome,  or  whether  she  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^J  j^^^^  professions  on 

offered  a  real  opposition  to  the  supposed  equal  terms.  Hence  we  apprehend  that 
ravisher,  they  surely  mean  nonsense.  the  examinations  for  degrees  in  artsin  the 
On  the  whole,  it  will  be  allowed  that  University  of  London  must  be  a  subject 
-u  '  ^  4,  A  t^^  ^^:^.i  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers  J  but 
too  much  IS  expected  from  medical  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  immediately  con- 
witnesses  in  courts  of  justice:  it  is  nected  with  the  topics  which  we  usually 
thought  that  they  can  draw  the  finest  discuss,  instead  of  giving  the  papers  at 
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length,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  philosophy ;  and  another  set  for  honours 

a  brief  notice  of  them.    All  the  ques-  in  classics.     Finallv,  there  are  exami- 

tions  before  us  w^ere  set  during  the  pre-  nation  papers  in  tlie  Hebrew  text  of 

sent  year,  and  the  first  series  consists  the  Old  Testament,  in  the  Greek  text 

of  those  which  formed  the  pass  exami-  of  the  New,  and  in  Scripture  History, 

nation  for  Bachelors  of  Arts.  These  appear  to  form  a  separate  divi- 

The  first  paper  consists  of  questions  sion,  perfectly  distinct  from  the  other 

in  arithmetic,  al£[ebra,  plane  trigono-  two. 

metry,  hydrostatics,  hydraulics,  and  The  examination  for  the  degree  of 
pneumatics.  They  are  easy  and  judi-  Master  of  Arts  is  divided  into  three 
ciously  selected :  only  one  question  is  *"  branahes,"  namely,  Classics — ^Mathe- 
appropriated  to  each  of  the  last  three  matics — Logic,  Moral  Philosophy,  Phi- 
subjects,  the  concluding  one  being,  losophy  of  the  mind,  PoUtical  Philo- 
'<  explain  the  construction  of  the  com-  sophy,  and  Political  Economy.  Three 
mon  pump."  candidates  were  admitted  to  the  degree 

Next  follow  questions  on  chemistry,  of  Master  of  Arts,  one  in  each  branch, 
The  phenomenon  of  dew,  the  formation  from  which  it  would  seem  that  prob- 
and principal  chemical  phenomena  of  a  ciency  in  one  branch  alone  is  sufncient 
Voltaic  circuit,  and  the  constitution  of  to  obtain  the  degree, 
the  atmosphere  of  the  earth,  are  among  These  examinations  will  undoubtedly 
the  topics  of  inquiry.  be  a  considerable  stimulus  to  literary 

We  then  come  to  a  paper  of  qiiestiona  and  scientific  acquirements.  At  present 

on  animal  physiology.    The  circulating  the  number  of  candidates  is  but  small, 

system,  respiration,  the  several  kinds  of  as  the  questions  are  much  in  advance 

nerves,  and  the  uses  of  the  retina,  cho-  of  average  attainments ;   but  as  time 

roid  coat,  and  iris,  are  among  the  sub-  wears   on,    schools    will   increase   in 

jects  touched  on.  energy,  and,  consequently,  candidates 

Every  Mend  to  the  community  must  in  number, 

rejoice  to  find  animal  physiology  made  — 

SfCa^^xScfcl^^^^  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  QUACKERY, 

on  the  diflftision  of  this  useful  know-  ^he  wise  and  impartial   have  often 

ledge;    and  even  the  regular  practi-  differed  among  themselves  as  to  the 


We  then  have  a  paper  on  structur^  Jll  official  countenance  from  quacks 

botany  and  ^egetablephysioloBy, ;  and  ^nd  quack  medicines,  or  is  it  the  duty 

then  some  extracts  from  the  Antigone  ofthestatetomflictpunishmentoneach 

to  be  translated,  with  quesUons.  convicted  cheat  who  trifles  with  the 

The  remaining  papers  are  on  logic,  ^^^^  ^f  y^  fellow-creatures?  Much 
moral  philosophy,  Greek  and  Roman  ^^^  ^^  ^^  y^^h  sides  of  the  ques- 
history,  and  Enghsh  historjr ;  extracte  ^^^  ^^  j^  „j  ^t  be  uiged  in  favour 
from  Tacitus,  Masallon,  Goethe,  and  ^f  ^^  latitudinarians,  that  in  a  country 
another  Geiman  authw  to  be  translated  ^^  _^t  difficulty  would  practo- 
into  Enghsh  J  with  Engl^h  passag^  ^^  ^  found  in  putting  down  mipos. 
to  be  translated  mto  French  and  ^ors  by  force  of  law.  Each  free- 
German.                        ,  .1.  ^  ^1..  bom    Briton   dauna     the     right    of 

It  must  be  confessed  that  ttus  ex-  shortening    his   days   after  hw   own 

amiimtion,  which  histed  four  days,  is,  fashion,  ^d  asks  why  he   may  not 

on  the  whole,  one  of  creat  difficulty;  ^^^^  ^^  purpose  wlih  colocynth  and 

and  that  any  student  of  one  or  two  and  eamboge    as  weU   as   with   gin  and 

twenty,  who  could  answer  half  the  Whisky?    But  it  must  be  confessed  that 

questions  in  ^h  paper,  must  rank  as  ^^  executive  steps  out  of  its  way  to 

a  distingmshed  man.  give  encouragement  to  wrong,  when  it 

Then  come  the  examinatioii  papers  condescends  to  mete  out  the  shares  of 

for  honours  in  mathematics  and  natural  ^oo^y  between  Filch  and  Bagshot,  or 

*  Anmtomy  ud  Phy«k)Iory  alM  enter  into  the  settle  which  proprietor  of  tiie  Syrian 

plAn(rf  education  im>powd  17  Lorett  And  Collins  Elixir  has  the  fiairest  nght  to  poison 

to  their  late  work  on  Chartiim ;  and  there  are  f )>»  nublic 

^S!ZriS!^Ji:^^'^  "*  '-*'"^*^  '^  L"t  Minday,  Norembcr  30di,  one 
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Barker  brought  his  action  against  a  round  the  joints ;  so  near  had  the  trochanter 

certain  Hollier  in  the  Court  of  Exche-  approached  to  thie  acetahuluiu.     The  direc- 

quer.     Barker  sells  some  stuff  which  ^on  of  the  fracture  could  not  be 

he  calls  "  Atkinson's  Infant  P^eserva-  <>'  the  bond  of  union  made  out,  until 


words   HoUier'a    laie\n  marvellously  be  the  caj«,  that  the  fracture  wa.  ^thm  d^ 

small  letters.    The  plaintiff  obtained  i  ^^^    The  bone,  sawn  tlyoughjuid  • 

verdict  with  a  fartfcng  damages.     It  ^^Z'^Sl^T^JiT          "'^' 

strikes  us  that  all  men  of  sense  have  a  ^' 

right  to  complain  that  such  a  cause  read  amo, 

should  be  entertained  in  a  court  of  Observafiont  on  the  improper  Use  qf  Opiitm 

justice.     As  soon  as  it  was  shewn  that  in  England.    By  Julius  Jspfrbts,  Esq. 

Howqua's  tea  was  made  up  in  London,  Tbis  paper  had  for  its  objecU  to  point  out 

the  Lord  Chancellor  dissolved  the  in-  the  great  and  alarming  increase  (as  it  ap. 

junction  aeainst  the  person  who  had  peored  to  the  author)   of  opium-eating  in 

imitated  the  name ;  and  when  a  plain-  England,  and  to  solicit  from  the  society 

tiff  comes  into   court  as  the   avowed  some  declaration  which  might  have  the  effect 

proprietor  of  a  nostrum,  it  is  absurd  to  of  discouraging  such  practice.    TThe  autbor 

protect  him  against  those  who  wish  to  depends  for  hjs  proof  of  the  increase  of 

partake  in  his  unhallowed  gains.  opium-eating  upon  the  Cnstom  HomaB  re- 

tuma  of  the  quantity  of  the  drag  imporCad 

— into  England  in  each  year  from  1828  to 

ftOYAL  METRICAL  ANB  CHIRUR-  l^^^  ^^^^^^^  ?  ,^7  ^J>i<^^  it  ^^  ^^H!!! 

r-rr  AT    cnr^Ti?TV  *^'  '  ^^^  comndenible  mcreaae  had  been 

UiUALi  &>UC.ili«i  Y.  experienced— the  quantity  entered  for  home 

Not.  94, 1840.  consumption  in  the  former  year  having  been 

Sir  B.  C.  Brodik,  Bart.,  in  the  Chair.  lM6?lb^..  and  that  in  the  latter  31.2041bs. 

Before  the  society  adjourned  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Council  be  requested  to  prepare  and 

A  Cote  of  Oenoue  Union  of  a  fracture  of  cause  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  His 

tl^e  Neck  of  the  Thigh-hone  within  the  R.  H.  Prince  Albert,  and  H.  R.  H.  the 

Captule.    By  Walter  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Duchess  of  Kent,  three  several  adclresses  of 

Stafford.      Communicated  by  Edward  congratulation  on  the  late  auspicious  event 

Stanley,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  of  the  birth  of  a  princess. 

The  patient  in  this  case,   who  was    more 

than  eighty  years  of  age,  was  first  seen  by  MEDICAL  REFORM  BILLS. 

Mr.  Cole,  the  House-Surgeon  of  the  Stafford  ..._ 

fhictured  by  a  fall.     Mr.   Cole  applied  a  Sir, 

splint  to  the  outside  of  the  limb,  extending  The  Medical  Reform  Bill  lately  proposed 
l^m  the  pelvis  to  the  foot,  and  bound  the  by  Mr.  Warburton,  though  it  has  been  sub- 
leg  together,  the  apparatus  being  completed  jected  to  much  discussion,  appears  hitherto 
by  a  iMuadage  round  the  pelvis.  The  patient  to  have  remained  an  unsolved  enigma  to  the 
suffered  so  much  |)ainr  aggravated  by  a  acuteness  of  all  the  medical  eriticism  tiiat 
troublesome  oough,  that  he  removed  the  has  been  so  liberally  expended  on  it% 
splint  and  bandages.  After  having  allayed  Unanimous  opinion  seems  to  have  regarded 
the  pain,  and  quieted  the  cough,  however,  it  as  altogether  a  very  silly  piece  nf  busineaa* 
by  the  aid  of  Uudanfim,  Mr.  Cole  reapplied  inexplicable  aa  to  its  objects,  andiaaiJbqiDafcB 
the  bandages,  and  retained  them  in  their  to  our  necessities..  There  ia»  boweyer^  m 
position  six  or  eight  weeks,  when  the  patient  very  simple  key  to  the  mynteryi  juid  a  sluut 
was  allowed  to  get  up.  During  the  follow-  review  of  the  different  ,acts  of  government 
ing  spring  and  summer  he  was  able  to  go  during  the  last  few  yean  will  afford  a  dear 
about  with  the  assistance  of  a  stick  ;  but,  explanation  of  the  objects  intended  by  the 
becoming  the  subject  of  chronic  catarrh,  he  directors  of  this  otherwise  incomprehensible 
died  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  injury  bill.  In  the  general  politics  of  this  oountry 
bad  been  sustained.  the  public  have  been  long  divided  into  two 
The  capsule  was  found  much  thickened,  great  classes,  reformers  and  anti^refonners. 
and  it  became  necessary  to  divide  tbe  shaft  Of  the  agitation  resulting  from  the  frequent 
of  the  bone  before  the  knife  could  be  passed  collision   between    these    two    classes    our 
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goTemment  has  taken  a  abrewd  and  aldlM  cbrding  to  tiie  present  state  of  chemistry, 
advantage,  in  order  to  cany  out  the  grand  gives  the  following   results   and  products, 
object  they  have  long  had  in  view,  namely,  which  we  allow  oursdvea  to  call  educts. 
that  of  bringing  every  department  of  public  But  then,   I  just  ask,  was  the  substance, 
affairs  under  their  own  direct  and  immediate  which  you  found  after  analysis,  really  in  the 
control.    This  system  of  centralization,  as  water,  or  did  it  arise  from  the  analysis,  and 
it  is  called,  is  the  mainspring  by  which  all  the  influence  of  external  agents  necessary 
government  interference  is  influenced.     For  for  the  analysis ;  and  was  it,  consequently, 
this  purpose  agitation  is   encouraged,   the  a  product  instead  of  an  educt  ?    Moreover, 
msjority  generally  flattered,  and  the  people  if  these  substances  were  contained  in  the 
by  this  means  deceived  into  a  surrender  of  water,  did  they  exist  there  in  the  shape  and 
important  rights  as  a  sort  of  compromise  for  fbrm  in  which  they  are  now  seen  after  analy- 
the  advantages  of  reform.     This  object  is  sis;    and  does  not    more  depead  on  the 
apparent  in  the  several  acts  that  have  refer-  combination  of  the  elementary  substances, 
enoe  to  Ireland  (for  Ireland  is  the  theatre  In  than  on  their  separate  nature  ?     What  a 
'which  tfais  experiment  is  now  being  tried),  wide  diifercnce  is  there  in  the  effects  of  the 
in  the  appointment  of  a  stipendiary  magis*  same  substance  under  different  forms— eolid, 
tracy,  the  establishment  of  a  powerfU  police  fluid,  and  gaseous ;  as,  for  instance,  in  the 
force,  whose  ramifications  extend  in  every  effects  of  ice,  water,  and  steam.     Can  we 
direction  through  the  country,  in  the  corpo-  properly  say  that  we  know  a  substance  In 
ration  bill,  in  the  poor  law  act,  and  finally  its  living  being,  when  we  know  its  skeleton  ? 
in  that  part  of  Mr.  Warburton's  Medical  And,  more  or  less,  every  chemical  analyna 
Refbrm  Bill  which  should  Invest  government  is  nothing  beyond  this,  as  it  gives  uis  merely 
with  the  power  of  appointing  a  certain  pro-  the  products  of  processes  of  decompounding, 
portion  of  the  intended  medical  senate,  and  that  is,   of  destroying.     For  not  organic 
inflicting,  with  discretionary  powers,  a  most  bodies  alone,  but  inorganic  ones  also,  have 
m^ust  general  medical  tax.    Now,  though  I  their  living  existence.      How  different  are 
must  acknowledge  that   members    of   our  the  various  kinds  of  wine  I     Wurzhunrer, 
profession  ought  to  abstain  as  much  as  pos-  Hochheimer,     Johannisberg,     Thi  ringian, 
aible    from    cdl    interference   with    general  Burgundy !    The  palate  of  the  dbnnoi&iear, 
politics,  still  it  appean  to  me  so  important  and  their  different  effecta  on  the  frame,  dis- 
to  our  main  interests  at  present,  to  have  a  tinguish  them  well  enough ;  but  to  chemis- 
'clear  idea  of  the  principles  on  which  the  try  they  are  all  wine,  and  not  remarkably 
proceedings  of  government  are  based,  that  I  different  in  their  elements.     Granting,  how- 
feel  myaetf  justified  in  otMng  these  remarks,  ever,  that  we  were  to  give  up  all  this,  even 
If  it  be  true,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  that  these  then  we  eould  only  aay  that,  according  to 
principles  are  not  only  exceedingly  dangerous  the  pi'esent  state  of  chemistry,  such  or  such 
to  the  liberties  of  the  British  nation,  but  also,  a  substance  contains  such  and  such  ingre- 
when  applied  to  the  management  of  our  dients.    But  does  it  follow  that  it  cannot 
professional  affairs,  will  place  us  in  a  state  contain  any  othera  ?    By  no  means. — H^fe* 
of  thraldom  and  servitude  from  which  we  land^PraktitehtUebtnUht dervanuglichen 
may  possibly  never  recover — subject  to  the  Heilquellen  TeuttehUrndt, 
caprices  of  secretaries  of  state,  and  the  con-  _._^_^______._^__^__««____^ 

trol  of  men  utterly  ignorant  of  the  wants  of 

our  profession— then,  sir,  I  conceive  that  I  MILITARY  FLOGGING. 

need  no  apology  for  thus  endeavouring  to  ^,     x. .  •       j-        # 

draw  attention   to   points  so  material,  in  On  the  same  day,  on  the  tiurd  readmg  of 


mf2li<5^oLi.-IamTsir,-  ^  "  righ^  iiiduding  the  tellcra,  who  divided  with 

Your  obedient  servant,  him  »A  support  of  the  clause.    I  spoke  too 

E  in  support  of  it ;   and  in  the  course  of  my 

Dublin,  Nov.  18th,  1840.  '  speech  I  vindicated  my  friend  Brougham, 

who  had  been  accused  of  making  a  most 

HirTVim  AT  WATPM  extravagant  and  exaggerated  sUtement,  be- 


cause  he  had  said,  on  a  former  occasion, 


of  natural  productions  and  agents,  and  that  had  read  a  few  days  before  in  the   TVaiM- 

oor  chemiatry  is  hr  from  being  able  to  de-  acHom  qfthe  Mtnionary  Society,    In  the 

termine  their  composition,  their  value,  or  journal  of  one  of  the  missionaries  at  the  Cape 

tiieir  worthlessness.      It  can  say  nothing  of  Good  Hope  are  the  following  passages : — 

Bore  Uwft— tiM  analyrif  of  the  water,  ac-  '*July  14,  laiO.    A  ioUlier  belonging  to 
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the  Cape  regiment  had  been  tried  for  deser- 
tion, and  waa  condemned  to  die.'*  It  then 
proceeds  with  an  account  of  his  being  attend- 
ed by  one  of  the  miadonaries,  and  his 
conversion  previona  to  hia  being  shot. 
**  Another  y  who  had  been  also  gmlty  of 
desertion,  and  who  was  to  receiye  1000  laahett 
appeared  more  impressed.  He  reoeived  but 
224  lashes,  the  soigeon  judging  that  he  waa 
not  able  to  bear  more,  and  thua  he  waa  for 
this  time  freed.  Being  brought  to  the  hos- 
pital, he  remained  there  some  weeks,  and 
died.  Brother  Read,  visiting  him  before 
his  dissolution,  gave  na  likewise  hope  of  his 
salvation.''  fivituaciiont  qf  the  MUnonary 
Society,  vol.  iii.  p.  392). 

The  facts  are  here  mentioned  without  any 
observation,  and  are  preserved  only  inci- 
dentally, and  aa  necessary  to  state  what  is 
the  business  of  the  journal,  the  successful 
spiritual  labours  of  the  miadonariea. 

We  have  here,  for  the  more  aggravated 
crime,  a  criminal  simply  deprived  of  life « 
and  for  the  ali^ter  offence,  another  put  to 
death  with  exquisite  tortures,  and  by  his 
sentence  doomed  to  suffer  four  times  as  much 
misery  as  Grod  had  given  him  a  capacity  of 
enduring.  Who  can  doubt  that  in  thia  in- 
stance, and  in  many  more  which  have  oc- 
curred, a  sentence  of  death  would  have  been 
a  sentence  of  mercy  ? — Sir  Si^mmei  Bomilly'e 
Diary,  March  1812. 


BXCESSIVB  BLEEDING. 

Thvs  we  find  a  great  many  errors  com- 
mitted  in  prescribing  for  this  sort  of  people, 
vpon  the  presumption  that  their  robust  con- 
Btitntions  will  bear  stronger  remedies  than 
the  inhabitants  of  towns.  I  am  oftentimes 
moved  with  oompasnon,  when  I  see  the  poor 
country-people  brought  into  tiie  public  hos- 
pitala,  axid  committed  to  the  care  of  young 
physicisBs  just  come  from  the  schools,  who 
utteiiy  ezhenst  their  strength  with  strong 
catfaartica  and  repeated  phkbotomy,  vrith- 
out  any  regard  to  their  bong  unaccustomed 
to  strong  medicines,  and  enfeebled  with 
labour  and  ftttigue.  And  'tis  for  this  reason 
tiiat  many  of  tliese  poor  wretehes  choose 
rather  to  die  peaceably  in  their  country  huts, 
than  to  lose  their  lives  in  the  hospitals  after 
the  oppression  of  bleeding  and  physic.  In 
Canytagmm^  dm  Roma,  as  soon  aa  reaping  is 
done,  the  hospitals  of  Rome  are  crowded 
with  reapers  and  day-labourers ;  and  'tis  a 
doubtftd  ouestion  whether  the  surgeon's 
Isnoet,  or  the  sickle  of  death  cuts  off  most 
rwpen. — A  JVeatiee  qf  the  Dieeaeee  ^ 
Tradeemen.  Written  in  Latin  by  Bern 
Ramaxzini,  Professor  *of  Fhysick  at  Padua, 
and  now  done  into  English.     London,  1705. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  WINES. 

Weak  wines,  and  those  that  have  been  too 
long  fermented,  are  very  apt  to  become  sour  ; 
but  the  scidity  may  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
dition of  sugar  \  or  more  effectually  by  neu- 
tralizing Hho  add.  For  this  pnrpoae  the 
alkalies  and  alkaline  eartha,  espedauy  lime* 
have  been  employed.  It  was  formerly  the 
practice  to  use  the  aoetate  of  lead  to  destroy 
the  acidity  in  weak  wines,  but  this  murder- 
ous practice  has  long  since  been  laid  aside  [?]  . 
Ropinett  may  be  got  rid  of  by  ezpoein^ 
the  bottles  to  the  sun  snd  air,  by  adding  a 
email  quantity  of  vegetable  acii,  and  bj 
fining.  The  mtcs/tiieft  and  otiier  ill  flavours 
communicated  by  the  casks  or  cork,  maj 
sometimes  be  removed  by  sgitating  the  wine 
in  contact  with  the  air,  or  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  common  carbonic  add  gaa,  by  pump- 
ing.^lfiat  Bumett'e  HhutratUmi  ^  Uee- 
Jul  Plante,  September,  1840. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLSmN  ADMITTBD  IHlCBBftS. 

Friday  November  27,  1840. 

E.  Goodeve^F.  Bockell.— J.  Willmer.— J.  8. 
Baly.— S.  Saver.— N .  Burlinson  —J.  B  Nevins. 
—J*  A.  Blagnen.— G.  L.  Longheed.— J.  Brett. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMSN  WHO  HAVB  RBCBITXD 
CBBTIFICATBB. 

Thureday,  November  27,  1840. 

R.  Pitt,  Worcester.— H.  Veasy,  Hontingdou. 
— A.P.  Macaulay,  Halilkx.— B.  Booth,  Liverpool. 
—J.  Mason,  IVilmilow,  Cheshire.— J.  Salt  Bealy, 
Stafford.— T.  CahUl,  4.  New  Palace  Yard,  West- 
minster.— J.  Hayne,  Lanarkshire. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  LaHtude  WT^V  32"  M 
Longitude  O^  3'  51"  W.  qf  Greenuneh. 

ivoo. 
Wednesday  95 
Thunday .  90 


Friday 
Setnrday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 

MMCm 

Toaaday 


Trbrmombtie. 

fipom  97to  45 
99  41 
91  88 
91  S5 
19  S5 
80      50 


BABOMBTBa. 

80*98  to  80-SS 
80*88   Stat. 

97  91   88    80-80   80*81 

98  91   85    80*80   80*94 

99  19   85    80*90   80*13 
SO       80   50   80-00   99*99 

48  56  9»'a8  9M5 
Wind  N.B.  on  the  95th,  and  two  fbUowhir 
days  I  North  on  the  98th.  and  morniog  o(  the 
99th ;  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  99th  Bait : 
■ince  S.W. 

On  the  95th  and  two  f  oUowinir  daya  feoeraily 
clear*,  the  98th and  90th  fognr:  the  80th  nit. 
Ifenerally  overcaet,  a  ffw  drops  of  rainfcU  dariof 
the  afternoon ;  the  lit  init  generally  dondy, 
rain  In  the  mominr. 

We  have,  aa  on  toe  18th  nit.  again  to  rematk 
upon  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  tempe- 
ratnre,  via.  on  the  99th  of  NovemherfandlbUow- 
ing  day,  an  increase  of  thirty^ne  dcgrtea. 

Chablbs  Hsn&t  Adams 
WiLBON  8e  OoiLVY,  57,  Skiaper  Street.  London. 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11,  1840. 


LECTURES  expressed.    The  disease  passes  through  simi- 

Qjf  .piig  lar  stages  in  both  cases,  but  it  travels  at  a  dif- 
ferent pace.     The  characters,  then,  of  acute 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  inflammation  are  intensity  of  symptoms  and 

PHYSIC,  rapidity  of  progress :  and  the  characters  of 

chronic  inflammation  are  mildness  of  symp- 

Delivered  at  Kinff*t  College,  London,  toms  and  slowness  of  progress.     Inflamma- 

Wv  n»   ixr^'ranitf  ^'^^  ^^'^  scarcely  be  very  violent,  and  at  the 

UY  UR.  WATSON.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  j^^^  duration.     When 

violent  it  has  been  likened  (by  Mr.  Lawrence, 

IjSCTurb  XII  whose  language  I  have  here  adopted,)  to  a 

r«Wrf,>«    of   InJUmmatimi,    acute    ^^  ««.  which  won  bum.  itself  out.     It  may, 

''        •*  however,  be  mild  m  its  symptoms,  and  yet 


organM,  Signe  of  the  etrumotu  diathesie,  -^    v      •    *    *v    j      *:       ^*  *.i.    j- 

^             ^      ^  gity,  chrome  to  the  duration  of  the  disease ; 

We  have  now,  gentlemen,  considered  the  and  some  term  is  wanted — although  it  is 

phsenomena    of     inflammation,    local    and  hardly  worth  seeking  for  —  to  denote  such  a 

general :  its  symptoms  and  its  events ;  and  degree  of  inflammation  as  exists  in  a  pimple ; 

the  indications  of  these  afibrded  by  the  state  which  is  neither  severe  nor  long  continued. 

of  the  system  at  large  :  and  we  have  surveyed  Now,  in  respect  to  intensity  and  duration, 

the  principal  tissues  of  the  body,  and  ob-  there  are  almost  infinite  shades  of  difference 

served  the  modifications  and  peculiarities  to  in  different  cases  of  inflammation ;  and  the 

whidi  the  process  of  inflammation  is  liable,  same   difficulty   occurs  here  which  always 

according  as  it  is  situated  in  the  one  or  the  occurs  when  general  terms  are  employed  to 

other  of  those  tissues.  express  mere  differences  of  degree.     We  feel 

Acute  and  chronic  inflammation, — ^Iliere  no  uncertainty  or  hesitation  about  those  cases 

are  still  some  varieties  of  inflammation ;  and  which  occupy  the  two  extremes  of  the  scale ; 

some    qsithets    applied    to    inflammation;  but  with  regard  to  those  which  lie  in  the 

which  require  to  be  explained.  middle  we  are  often  at  a  loss.     To  meet  this 

Acute,  and  chronic,  inflammation :  these  difficulty  some  pathologists  have  invented  a 
are  words  perpetually  in  our  mouths.  I  have  third  term,  viz.  sub-acute  inflammation,  in- 
frequently employed  them  already.  What  tending  thereby  to  designate  cases  which 
do  they  mean  ?  Is  acute  inflammation  dif»  hold  an  equivocal  rank ;  which  are  neither 
ferent  from  chronic  in  kindf  No:  they  decidedly  acute  nor  plainly  chronic;  in 
differ  only  in  degree,  which  the  inflammation  may   run  a  brief 

When  the  disease  runs  its  course  rapidly,  course,  and  be  attended  with  a  certain  degree 

and  is  attended  with  much  general  as  well  as  of  fever ;    but  attains  no  great  intensity, 

local  disturbance,  it  is  said  to  be  acute,  eff^gcts  no  profound  changes,  and  does  not 

When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  local  and  con-  require  very  energetic  remedies  to  control  it. 

stitntional  symptoms  are  less  violent,  and  the  You    must    not    suppose    that,   because 

inflammation  runs  a  longer  course,  its  phce-  chronic  inflammation  is  attended  with  less 

nomena  following  each  other  in  slower  sue-  violence  and  disturbance,  it  is  necessarily  on 

cesrion,  it  is  said  to  be  chronic.     The  pro-  that  account  less  dangerous  or  destructive 

cessisthesameybutitsfeaturesarelessstrongly  than  acute.    The  latter  is  commonly  more 

680.— XXVII.  ^  E 
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under  the  inflaence  of  remedies  than  the  The  ttU9eultaiory  tignn  of  ppenmonia,  aU 

former :   it  is  usually  soon  brought  to  an  those  symptoms  which  are  furnished  by  the 

end  :    whereas  chronic  inflammation  is  often  physicid  condition  of  the  affected  organ,  are 

obstinate  and  abiding,   and  leads  to  very  present,  and  speak  as  clearly  as  in  the  buhv 

serious  changes  in  the  part  upon  which  it  flagrant  cases. 

fastens.      Speaking  generally,  it  tends   to  Latent  inflammation  is  apt  to  creep  on 

thicken  and  indurate  when  it  is  situated  in  during   the   progress  of  certain   disonlers« 

the  interior  of  organs,  and  to  the  effusion  of  whereby  it  is   modified  and   masked.       It 

pus  when  it  aflects  membranes.      It  is  more  belongs   to  those   states  of  the  system   in 

common  in  weakly  and  debilitated  persons  which  the  sensibility  is  dull,  and  the  vital 

than  in  others :  but  we  must  not  forget  that  powers  languid.      In  continued   fever  not 

such  persons  are  also  very  liable  to  acute  in-  only  have  I  known  the  lung  pass  into  sup- 

flammation.  puration,  when  the  existence  of  pneumonia 

Chronic  inflammation  is  not  unfrequently  had  been  unsuspected ;  but  I  even  have  seen 

a  sequela  of  acute  inflammation.     And  that  one  case  in  which  that  usually  torturing 

the  two  merely  difier  in  degree,  and  not  in  accident,  perforation  of  the  bowel,  took  place, 

kind,  is  evident  from  this:  that  acute  in-  with   the  escape  of  its  contents  into  the 

flammation  may  sink  or  subside  into  chronic ;  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  extensive  peri- 

and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  chronic  inflam-  gonitis — yet  the  patient  expressed  no  sense 

mation  may  readily  be  aggravated  into  acute,  of  pain,  and  the  inflammation  was  revealed. 

There  is  another  distinction  of  inflam  ma-  while  he  continued  to  live,  by  no  intelligible 

mation  into  active  and  passive^  which  is  less  symptom. 

intelligible.    I  believe  that  they  who  use  the  Inflammation  of  this  insidious  and  larking 

term  passive  inflammation  intend  to  signify  character  is  most  to  be  apprdiended  in  the 

by  it  that  languid  and  sluggish  kind  of  in-  aged,  in  those  who  are  habitually  intemperate, 

flammation  which  is  apt  to  occur  under  the  and  in  persons  of  sluggish  temperament.    It 

same  circumstances,  and  in  the  same  condi-  sometimes  occurs  during  convalescence  Irom 

tions,  with  passive  congestion.    When  the  acute  diseases. 

granulations  of  an  ulcer  are  in  that  state  in  Specific  infiammation, — ^Besides  the  varie- 

which  they  may  be  made  brighter,  smaller,  ties  which  have  been  mentioned  in  degree, 

and    healthier,    by    the    application    of   a  there  are  also  differences  in  kind  among 

stimulus :  when  the  blood-vessels  of  the'  eye  inflammations.     What  I  have  been  speaking 

are  left,  after  acute  inflammation,  turgid  and  of  during  the  preceding  lectures  I  have  called 

tortuous ;  and  that  condition  is  improved,  common  inflammation.     It  is  the  most  eom^ 

instead  of  being  worsened,  by  the  use  of  a  mon  form  in  which   that  process  displays 

stimulating  lotion  :  in  such  cases  as  these,  itself.     All  persons  are  liable  to  it ;  and  that 

some  persons  would  say  there  was  passive  again  and  again.     None  are  at  any  time  pri- 

inflammation.     But   I   see  little   difference  vOeged  from   its  attacks.      But   there   are 

between  this  and  chronic  inflammation  ;  nor  several  forms  of  inflammation  different  from 

do  I  know  any  difference  between  active  and  this,  which  are  called  specific.     There  are 

acute  inflammation.  various     forms     of    specific     inflammation 

Latent  inflammation. — ^The  term   latent  affecting  the  skin,  discriminated  from  each 

inflammation  is  one  of  modem  introduction,  other  by  the  local  appearances  they  exhibit. 

It  is  applicable  to  those   cases  in   which  and  by  the  constitutional   disorder   which 

internal  inflammation  runs  its  course  silently,  attends  them.     The  rash,  and  the  fever,  of 

insidiously,  and  unperceived;   without  the  measles,  are  very  unlike  the  rash   and  the 

usual  warning  tokens  of  its  presence ;  without  fever  of  scarlatina ;    and  both  differ  remai*k- 

its    more    striking    and    prominent    signs,  ably  from  those  of  small-pox,  the  eruption 

Pneumonia,  going  on  to  disorganization  of  of  which  consists  of  little  phlegmons.     In 

the  lung,  may  arise,  proceed,  and  even  prove  each  of  these  diseases  the  application  of  a 

fatal,  without  any  of  the  symptoms  which  specific  poison  is  required  for  its  production : 

ordinarily  announce  that  disorder :  without  and  whereas  common  inflammation   has   a 

notable  cough,  or  obvious  dyspnoea,  or  com-  tendency,  when   once  it  has  happened,  to 

plaint  of  pain,  or  the  expectoration  proper  happen  in  the  same  part  again — to  recur — 

to   pneumonia.     And  the  same  is  true   of  these  forms  of  specific  inflammation  never» 

other  inflammations.      We  discover,   with  or  almost  never,  occur  more  than  once, 

surprise  and   horror,   the   traces    of   their  There  is  again  the  gouty  inflammation — 

operation,  when  we  come  to  examine  ^ur  differing    from    common    inflammation    in 

patient's  dead  body.  several  signal  respects ;  in  the  production  of 

^   This  is  a  most  important  form  of  inflam-  chalk-stones  \  in  its  attacking  those  who  are 

mation ;  for  though  it  does  not  declare  itself  descended  from  ancestora  who  have  had  the 

to  ordinary  observation,  neither  does  it  occur  disease,  and  scarcely  any  others.  Then  there 

absolutely  without  symptoms :  but  it  rec^uires  is  rheumatic  inflammation,  cousin-german  to 

that  the  symptoms  should  be  looked  for.  the  gouty,  yet  distinguishable  from  it.     And 
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another  variety  of  inflammation  is  that  which  cles :  and  we  say  of  those  persons  that  they 

arises  from  the  introduction  of  the  syphilitic  have  the  scrofulous  diathesis,     I  will  not 

poison  into  the  system.  positively  afiSrm  that  these  forms  of  disease 

Scrojttloua  inflammation, — Of  the  specific  cannot  be  produced  in  any  or  in  all  persons : 

forms  of  inflammation  now  adverted  to  I  but  this  much  is  certain — that  some  persons 

shall  speak  when  I  come  to  consider  gout  are  particularly   prone  to   them ;  fall  into 

and  rheumatism,   and   the   contagious  ex-  them  as  it  were  spontaneously ;    on  the  ope- 

anthemata«  as  distinct  diseases.   But  there  is  ration  of  very  slight  external  causes :  while 

one  variety  of  inflammation — I   mean  the  other  persons  never  show  any  tendency  to 

9eroJulou9 — ^which  meets  us  on  every  side ;  scrofula,  even  when  continually  exposed  in 

and  is  apt  to  affect  so  many  parts  of  the  the  same  manner :  or   if  they  do  become 

body,  and  so  great  a  number  of  persons ;  scrofulous  at  all,  it  is  only  when  the  external 

and  has  so  fatal  a  tendency  in  most  cases ;  circumstances  most  favourable  to  the  pro- 

that  it  cannot  be  left  out  of  the  account  that  duction  of  such  disease  have  been  extreme  in 

I  have  been  desirous  to  give  you  of  inflam-  degree,  and  protracted  in  their  application, 
mation  in  general.  The  occurrence  of  scrofulous  inflammation 

Scrofulous  or  strumous  inflammation  (for  in  various  parts  constitutes  distinct  diseases  ; 

struma  and  scrofula  are  convertible  terms)  and  the  occurrence  of  tubercles  in  various 

is  a  flow  process;  it  falls  therefore  within  organs  constitutes  other  diseases.     It  will 

the  class  of  chronic  inflammations.     It  is  facilitate  our    futiire  inquiries   into    these 

not  attended  with  much  pain,  or  heat,  nor  several  diseases,  if  I  take  this  opportunity 

for  some  time  with  much  change  of  colour ;  of  stating  to  you  what  is  known  respecting 

and  the  redness  which  does  accompany  it  has  the  scrofulous  diathesis  generally  :    and  of 

often  a  livid  or  purplish  tinge.  the  modifications  of  inflammation  which  are 

These,  however,  are  the  negative  properties  determined  by  its  presence. 
of  merely  chronic  inflammation.     But  sup^        A  good  deal  of  discrepancy,  obscuring  the 

puration  at  length  occurs,  which  also  lasts  whole  subject,   and  puz2ling  the  student, 

long:  and  the  pus  formed  is  peculiar  and  has  existed — and   I  believe  I  may  say  still 

chsiracteristic.     It  is  not  homogeneous  or  exists — among  pathologists,  as  to  the  nature, 

smooth,  but  consists  partly  of  a  thin  serous  and  origin,  and  precise  seat  of  tubercles,  and 

whey-like  fluid,  and  partly  of  fragments  of  a  as  to  the  changes  which  they  undergo, 
substance  resembling  curd :    and  the  ulcera-        In  general  they  have  been  loosely  described 

tion  that  ensues  is  marked  by  corresponding  as    being    round    masses  of   firm   friable 

peculiarities.  The  ulcers  are  indolent ;  show  matter,  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the 

but  little  disposition  to  heal.     Scrofulous  body.    Laennec,  who  paid  great  attention  to 

inflammation,  compared  with  common,  or  tubercles,   states  that    they  are,    at    first, 

what  is  called  heidthy  inflammation,  is  in  small,  firm,  greyish,  semitransparent ^bodies, 

general  but  little  influenced  by  remedies.  which  enlarge  and  become  opaque,    'in  that 

Tubercle. — Besides  this  scrofulous  inflam-  condition  h^  calls  them  crude  tubercles :  at 

mationt  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  now  length,    after  an   indefinite    period,    these 

direct  your  attention  to  another  form   of  crude  tubercles  begin  to  grow  soft  in  their 

disease,  which  is  likewise  properly  denomi-  centre,  and  are  by  degrees  converted  into  a 

nated  scrofulous.     It  is  marked  by  the  ap-  liquid  mass,  having  the  consistence  of  cream, 

pearance,  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  of  There  is  a  great  deal  of  error  in  this   de- 

what  are  called  tubercles.     These  tubercles  scription. 

are  masses  of  unorganized  matter — also  re-         Andral,  another  great  authority,  says  that 

sembling  curd  or  new  cheese,  more  or  less ;  tubercles  are,   in   the  outset,  small  round 

but  of  various  shapes  and  sizes.    They  sufler  opaque  yellowish  bodies,  unorganized,  and 

gradual  changes ;    soften  or  break   down ;  of    various    degrees    of   consistence.      He 

undergo  a  sort  of  suppuration ;  and  the  softer  ascribes  their  softening  (not  to  any  spontaneous 

matter  into  which  they  thus  (as  it  were)  melt,  changed  in  their  central  parts,  but)  to  the 

has  the  characters  that  distinguish  the  pus  of  admixture  of  pus,  poured  out  by  the  textures 

a  scrofulous  ulcer  or  abscess.  immediately     surrounding      the     tubercle ; 

Now  tubercles  and  scrofulous  inflammation  which  has  irritated  and  inflamed  those  tex- 

occur  very  continually  in  the  same  indivi-  tures  as  any  other  foreign  body  might. 
duals:  andwhat  is  remarkable,  althoughthey        In  some  respects  this  statement  is  nearer 

affect  a  very  large  portion  of  the  whole  human  the  truth  than  Laennec's. 
race,  and  conduce   more  often  and  surely        But  in  the  account  which  I  am  about  to 

than  any  one  thing  else  to  shorten  the  na-  give  you,  I  shall  chiefly  follow  our  country- 

toral  period  of  human  life,  yet  they  belong,  man.  Dr.  Carswell,  the  Professor  of  Patho- 

almost   exclusively,  to    certain    classes    of  logical  Anatomy  in  University  College  ;  who 

persons.   We  can  tell,  beforehand,  that  such  is  one  of  the  latest,  and,  as  I  think,  most 

knd  such  persons  are  likely  to  become  affected  satisfactory  writers  on  the    subject.      His 

with  scrofulous  inflammation,  or  with  tuber-  opinions  were  formed  after  a  careful  exa- 
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minatioD,  for  himself,  of  the  parts  infested  blood  is  oontiuned.  In  one  cell,  aocordiii^ 
by  these  tubercles.  He  devoted  several  to  Dr.  Carswell,  you  may  perceive  simply 
years  to  the  stady  of  morbid  anatomy,  in  the  blood  coa^^ted :  in  another,  it  will 
Paris,' where  he  made  a  very  Large  collection  be  coagulated  and  deprived  of  its  coloarin^ 
of  drawings,  in  which  various  diseased  ap-  matter :  and  in  another,  converted  into  a 
pearances  are  beautifully  and  faithfully  de«  masff  of  solid  fibrin,  having  in  its  centre  a 
lineated.  Some  of  these  he  has  since  pub-  small  nodule  of  tubercular  matter, 
lished.  I  shew  you  enlarged  copies  of  those  Now  when  a  speck  or  morsel  of  tuber- 
which  relate  to  tubercle.  They  bear  out  cular  matter  has  been  deposited,  any  where, 
some  novel  opinions  which  are  stated  in  the  it  is  liable  to  increase.  It  grows  larger  by 
letter-press  that  accompanies  them.  continued  accretion  ;  by  additional  deposits 
After  all,  the  points  in  question  possess  upon  its  surface.  This  being  the  case,  we 
more  of  curious  interest  than  of  practical  see  plainly  enough  how  it  happens  that 
importance.  But  as  you  cannot  help  form-  tubercles  assume  different  shapes,  acoordinf^ 
ing  some  notions  respecting  them,  I  think  as  they  occur  in  different  parts.  The  round 
myself  bound  to  lay  before  you  those  which  form  which  is  so  often  observed  is  purely 
most  recommend  themselves  to  my  own  accidental.  When  a  tubercle  is  deposited 
judgment.  At  the  same  time  you  are  to  in  the  substance  of  the  brain — and  becomes 
understand  that  I  do  not  vouch  for  their  larger  by  the  continual  accession  of  fresh 
absolute  correctness.  tubercular  matter  upon  and  arouifd  it — it- 
Tubercles,  then  —  or  rather  tubercular  naturally  takes  a  spherical  form,  because 
matter — ^is  deposited  from  the  blood.  It  there  is  nothing  to  limit  its  enlargement, 
may  be  considered  as  a  morbid  secretion,  except  the  soft  cerebral  matter  itself,  which 
It  is  probable  that  the  deposit,  in  the  very  presses  it  with  equal  force  on  every  side, 
beginning,  is  fluid :  but  we  never  see  it  in  For  the  same  reason  tubercles  deposited  in 
that  state.  It  is  certainly  not  so  firm  at  the  cellular  tissue  are  globular.  In  like 
first  as  it  generally  becomes  afterwards ;  but  manner,  if  tubercular  matter  be  laid  down  in 
its  more  watery  parts  are  removed  by  ah-  one  of  the  pulmonary  vesicles,  so  as  to  fill  it 
sorption,  and  then  there  remains  a  **  pale  up,  it  exhibits  the  rounded  form  of  the 
yellow,  or  yellowish-grey,  opaque  unorganized  vesicle.  When  it  fills  the  cavity  of  a  mucous 
substance."  This  tubercular  matter,  so  follicle,  it  has  a  similar  figure.  But  in  the 
deposited,  does  not  always  assume  a  round  smaller  bronchi  it  takes  a  cylindrical  ar- 
form :  far  from  it :  the  shape  in  which  it  rangement.  When  (as  often  happens)  it 
appears  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  part  occupies  one  of  these  tubes,  and  also  all  the 
vrherein  it  is  formed.  It  used  to  be  held  air-cells  to  which  that  tube  leads,  then  vre 
that  the  tubercular  matter  was  always  depo-  have  a  sort  of  branch  of  tubercular  matter, 
sited  in  the  cellular  tissue.  But  Dr.  Carswell  with  a  cauliflower  termination.  You  see 
asserts  that  its  most  favourite  seat  (if  one  this  depicted  in  the  drawings  before  you. 
may  so  speak)  is  the  free  turfaee  qf  mucous  In  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  the  ftJlopian 
membranes.  In  whatever  organ  it  is  met  tubes ;  in  the  infundibula  and  pelvis  of  the 
with,  if  mucous  tissue  enters  into  the  com-  kidney,  and  in  the  ureters  ;  and  in  the  lacteal 
position  of  that  organ,  that  particular  tissue  and  lymphatic  vessels ;  the  tubercular  mat- 
is  either  (he  says)  exclusively  affecteil,  or  ter  is  moulded  to  the  forms  of  these 
much  more  extensively  affected  than  any  of  parts  respectively.  We  are  more  in  the 
the  other  component  tissues.  These  remarks  habit  of  examining  tubercles  in  the  lungs 
apply  to  the  lungs,  the  alimentary  canal,  the  than  any  where  else  ;  and  you  will  observe 
liver,  the  urinary  organs,  and  the  organs  of  that  in  making  sections  of  these  organs,  and 
generation ;  but  it  is  much  more  easy  to  looking  only  at  the  surfaces  of  these  secdona^ 
detect  the  presence  of  the  tubercular  matter  we  may  easily  overlook  the  branch -like  dis- 
in  the  mucous  tissue  of  some  of  these  organs  position  of  the  tubercular  matter  in  the 
than  in  that  of  others.  It  is  very  oonspi-  smaller  bronchial  tubes.  We  see  the  trans- 
cuous  in  tlie  fallopian  tubes  and  uterus.  verse  section  only  of  these  tubes,  which  is 
But  tubercular  matter  is  often  deposited  necessarily  more  or  less  circular.  On  the 
on  serous  surfaces  also ;  among  which  Dr.  surfaces  of  serous  membranes,  whether 
Carswell  includes  the  cellular  tissue.  It  is  natural  or  adventitious,  the  tubercular  matter 
even  to  be  seen  sometimes  in  the  blood  will  assume  a  rounded,  or  a  lamellated  form, 
itself :  not  indeed  while  it  is  retained  in  its  according  as  the  secretion  in  which  it  ori- 
proper  vesseb,  but  when  it  is  collected  in  ginates  has  taken  place  from  separate  points, 
the  cells  of  the  spleen.  You  know  that  the  or  from  a  continuous  surface, 
spongy  texture  of  that  organ  allows  the  From  what  has  now  been  stated  yOu  will 
blood  to  accumulate  in  it  in  considerable  perceive  that  no  alteration  can  take  place  in 
quantity :  and  the  tubercular  matter  may  be  the  tubercular  matter  after  once  it  has  been 
seen  forming  in  the  blood  at  some  distance  deposited,  except  through  the  agency  of  the 
trQm  the  walls  of  the  cells  in  which  the  parts  around  it  and  in  contact  with  it.     It 
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Is  never  organized,  or  capable  of  organiza-  the  detritus  of  the  tabercle  is  brought  up, 

tioQ ;   and,  consequently,  no  change  in  its  gradaally,  by  coughing, 

consistence  can  originate    in  the  tubercle  Both  Laennec  and  Louis,  the  latter  also 

itself,  being  a  ver^  close  observer,  describe  the 

It  may  therefore  seem  odd,  that  so  accu-  nascent  tubercle  as  a  grey  semitransparent 

rate  an   observer  as   Laennec  should  have  corpuscle.     I  have  frequently   seen   such: 

persuaded    himself   that    the    softening  of  but  the  appearance  is  rare,   in  comparison 

tubercles  begins  in  their  centre.  with  the  more  opaque  form  of  tubercle.     Of 

Now  Dr.  Carswell  has  given  what  appears  this,  too,  Dr«  Carswell  offers  what  I  think  a 

to  me  a  very  satisfactory  explanation  of  this  very  probable  explanation.     He  says  that  the 

mistake.     Take  the  lungs  ;  the  morbid  con-  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-tubes  separates 

ditions  of  which  were  the   most    especial  from   the   blood,    not  only  the  matter  of 

object    of  Laeanec's  investigations.      The  tubercle,  but  also  its  proper  secretion  :  and 

tubercular   matter  is  effused    (principally)  that,  frequently,  when  the  two  have  been 

upon  the  mucous  surface ;  upon  the  inner  poured  out  together^  a  dull  yellow  opaque 

liniog  of  the  air-cells,  and  of  the  bronchial  point  of  tubercular  matter  becomes  m/,  as  it 

tubes  communicating  with  them.     Npw  it  were,  in  a  portion  of  grey,  semitransparent, 

need  not  so   accumulate   as  to  fill  these  and,   sometimes,    inspissated   mucus.     The 

cavities ;  and  it  often  does  not ;  there  is  left  same  deceptive  appearance  is  common  on 

a  central  cavity,  which  contains  mucus,  or  serous  membranes  :    in  tubercular  peritoni- 

other  secreted  fluids :    and  if  the  luug  be  tis,   coagulable  lymph  exudes,  portions   of 

cut  across  under  these  circumstances,   the  which  envelope    little    globular  masses  of 

divided  air-vesicles  will  look  like  rings  of  tubercular  matter. 

tubercular  matter  grouped  together ;  and  The  account  which  I  have  now  given  you, 
each  divided  bronchud  tube  will  present  also  and  which  I  hope  I  have  made  intelligible, 
the  appearance  of  a  tubercle,  with  a  central  is,  I  think,  extremely  interestingr-^nd  much 
depression,  or  soft  central  point.  On  the  credit  is  due  to  Dr.  Carswell  for  having  so 
.  other  hand,  when  the  tubercular  matter  has  greatly  simplified  our  views  of  a  subject 
completely  filled  and  blocked  up  these  which  bad  previously  been  wrapped  in  pro- 
cavities,  both  vesicles  and  bronchiid  tubes  found  obscurity.  In  no  other  writer,  that  I 
will  look,  when  divided,  like  the  section  of  know  of,  is  there  to  be  found  so  complete 
round  solid  tubercles.  These  Laennec  and  credible  an  explanation  of  the  origin  of 
seems,  in  fact,  to  have  regarded  as  crude  tubercles;  of  the  form  they  assume;  of  the 
iuberclet :  while  he  mistook  the  former  phsenomena  attending  their  enlargement, 
appearances  for  tubercles  which  were  begin-  and  subsequent  softening,  and  occasional 
ning  to  soften  in  their  centre.  expulsion. 

But  you  sometimes  find  large-  masses  of  These   processes  of  softening,  in  oonse- 

tubercnhir  matter  in  the  lungs,  or  elsewhere :  quence  of  surrounding  inflammation — and 

and  in  these  masses  you  see  that  the  proce^  of  subsequent  expulsion' — may  be  regarded 

of  softening  is  going  on  at  several  points,  as    a    natural    mode    of    cure.       Such   a 

within  the  mass,  at  the  same  time.     How  is  cure   is  in  truth  occasionally  effected.     A 

this  to  be  explained?    Why  these  large  masses  scrofulous  abscess  will  form  in  the  glands  of 

are  formed,  in  truth,  by  the  aggregation  of  the  neck — and  pas  and  tubercular  matter 

many  smaller  masses,  which  lying  near  each  will  be  discharged — and  at  length  the  ulcer 

other,  have  been  pressed  together,  as  the  heals,  and  no  trace  of  the  diseased  process 

deposit    continued  to    increase  :    and    the  remains,  beyond  a  scar :  and  the  same  thing 

cellular  and  other  tissues  originally  interven-  takes  place  also  in  the  lungs  {  and,  if  there 

ing  between  them  at  length  suppurate,  by  have  been  only  one  or  two  masses  of  tubercle 

reason  of  the  augmenting  pressure ;  and  by  deposited,  the  patient  may  thus  get  quite 

their  suppuration,  they  soften,  and  gradually  well :   but  unfortunately,  as  the  scrofiilous 

break   down  the  tubercular  matter  which  matter  is  extirpated  fiom  one  part  of  the 

they  enclose,  and  by  which  they  are  also  lung,  it  is  apt  to  be  multiplied  in  another, 

enclosed.     This  is  just  the  process  by  which  till  at  length  we  have  deaUi  by  hectic,  and 

tubercles  are  frequently  expelled   fiom  the  all  its  melancholy  accompaniments, 

body.      They  increase  till  the  surrounding  But  I  am  desirous  of  pointing  out  to  you 

parts  take   on  inflammation,  just  as  they  another  way  in   which  tubercular    disoise 

would  do  if  any  foreign  body  exercised  the  may  be  said  to  be  cured  by  a  natural  process, 

same  degree  of  pressure  upon  them.     The  And  this  also  has  been  better  described  by 

inflammation  thus  excited  is  of  the  scrofulous  Dr.  Carswell  than  by  any  other  writer.     One 

kind ;  the  thin  pus  which  it  throws  out  per-  form  of  scrofulous  disease,  exceedingly  com- 

vades  and  loosens  the  tubercular  matter ;  a  mon  too,  especially  among  children,  is  what 

process  of  ulceration  goes  on   in   the  sur-  is  called  "  tabes  mesenteries."     Tabes  and 

rounding  textures ;  and  at  length  (supposing  phthisis,  the  one  a  Latin  and  the  other  a 

the  lung  to  have  beea  the  seat  of  disease)  Greek  word,  signify,  I  need  scarcely  tell  you, 
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the  same  thing :  a  wasting  away,  or  con-  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state  the 
Sliming  :  and  phthisis  is  applied  to  the  same  relative  frequency  of  scrofalons  disease  in 
disease  in  the  chest,  to  which  tabes  is  ap-  different  organs,  or  in  different  parts  of  the 
plied  in  the  beUy.  The  common  English  same  organ.  The  facts  which  we  possess  of 
word  is  consumption  ;  and  we  might  very  well  this  kind  afford  us  very  valuable  asaistanoe 
speak  of  pulmonary  consumption,  and  of  sometimes  in  respect  of  diagnosis, 
abdominal  consumptipn  ;  but  the  technical  During  the  periods  of  childhood  and  youth 
name  of  the  latter  complaint  is  tabes  mesen-  the  lymphatic  glands  are  exceedingly  prone 
terica.  This  is  not  only  a  very  common  but  to  scrofulous  inflammation  :  especi^y  the 
a  very  fatal  disease  in  children  and  young  mesenteric  and  the  cervical  glands.  But  in 
persons.  The  glands  of  the  mesentery  en-  adult  age  tubercles  are,  beyond  all  compari- 
large  and  become  charged  with  tubercular  son,  most  frequent  in  the  re«7;tra/oryor^<m«/ 
matter:  but  they  very  rarely  suppurate,  and  they  occupy  the  summit  of  the  lung 
Their  enlargement  is  commonly  connected  much  more  commonly  and  thickly  than  any 
with  scrofulous  disease  and  ulceration  of  the  other  part.  The  superior  and  posterior 
mucous  follicles  of  the  intestines :  and  the  porion  of  the  upper  lobe  is  the  part  in 
little  patients  die,  because  the  lacteals  are  no  which,  if  any  tubercles  at  all  exist  in  the 
longer  able  to  take  up  sufficient  nourishment  lung,  they  are  almost  sure  to  be  found  : 
from  the  food  :  they  die  starved.  But  some  in  this  situation  their  softening  also  corn- 
few  do  recover  from  tabes  me^ enterica.  Dr.  mences  ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  left  lung 
Carswell  relates  an  interesting  case  in  which  is  more  obnoxious  to  tubercular  disease  than 
such  recovery  took  place,  and  in  which  he  had  the  right.  So  constant  is  this  law,  with 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  glands  at  a  respect  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  lung,  that  Dr. 
subsequent  period  :  it  is  the  only  case  of  the  Carswell  considers  Uie  formation  of  tubercles 
kind  perhaps  on  record.  He  says,  **  The  in  any  other  part  of  the  lung  as  a  secondary 
patient  who  when  a  child  had  been  affected  occurrence ;  and  he  declares  it  as  the  result 
with  tabes  mesenterica,  and  also  with  swell-  of  his  experience  (and  few  persons  can  have 
ings  of  the  cervical  glands,  some  of  which  had  more  opportunities  of  examining  dis- 
ulcerated,  died  at  the  age  of  21,  of  inflam-  eased  lungs)  that  there  is  no  deviation  from 
mation  of  the  uterus,  seven  days  after  dell-  this  rule ;  except  when  some  other  portion 
very.  Several  of  the  mesenteric  glands  of  the  lung  may  have  been  the  seat  of  an  in- 
contained  a  dry  cheesy  matter,  mixed  with  a  flammatory  attack,  which  has  determined  the 
chalky-looking  substance ;  others  were  com-  priority  of  tubercular  disease  in  that  portion, 
posed  of  a  cretaceous  substance ;  and  a  tu-  We  shall  see  hereafter  what  a  very  important 
mor,  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  included  within  bearing  a  knowledge  of  this  law  has,  in  set- 
the  folds  of  the  peritoneum,  and  which  ap-  tling  the  nature  of  a  complaint  which  might, 
peared  to  be  the  remains  of  a  large  agglo-  without  it,  be  doubtful, 
mcratei  ma?s  of  glands,  was  filled  with  a  Scrofulous  ulceration  of  the  larynx  and 
substance  resembling  a  mixture  of  putty  and  trachea,  when  they  occur,  are  usually 
dried  mortar,  moistened  with  a  small  quan-  concomitants  of  tubercular  deposits  m  the 
tity.  of  serosity.     In  the  neck,  and  imme-  lungs. 

diatcly  beneath  an  old  cicatrix  in  the  skin,  Next,  tubercular  or  strumous  disease  is 

there  were  two  glinds  containing  in  several  exceedingly  common  in  the  digestive  organs : 

points  of  their  substance,  (which  was  other-  most  of  all  in  the  mucous  follicles  of  the 

wise  healthy),  small  masses  of  hard  cretaceous  small  intestines;  both  in  those  which  are 

matter."  separate,  and  are  called  glanduhe  soUtariee, 

Now  what  Dr.  Carswell  here  saw  in  the  or  Brunner's  glands ;  and  in  those  which  are 
mesentery  and  the  neck,  is  what  some-  collected  into  roundish  or  oblong  groups, 
times  occurs  in  other  parts  of  the  body ;  in  the  ghmdulae  agminatse,  or  glands  of  Peyer. 
the  lungs ;  and  particularly  in  the  bronchial  It  is  secondarily  to  these  affections,  in  many 
glands  at  their  root,  and  about  the  bifurcation  cases  at  least,  that  the  glands  of  the  mesen- 
of  the  trachea.  From  these  situations,  the  tery  become  implicated.  Tubercular  deposits 
hard  chalky  matter  left  by  the  absorption  of  are  frequent  also  in  the  solitary  glands  be- 
all  the  more  watery  part  of  the  morbid  se-  longing  to  the  cscum.  The  ulceration  which 
cretion,  and  by  the  concretion  of  its  earthy  follows  the  evacuation  of  the  strumous  mat- 
salts,  is  often  coughed  up.  But  it  may  re-  ter  from  these  parts  gives  the  interior  of  the 
main,  when  the  tubercles  are  few,  and  there  bowel  an  appearance  somewhat  resembling 
is  no  tendency  to  their  increase,  for  years,  as  a  moth-eaten  garment.  Tubercular  matter 
an  inert,  and  almost  harmless  mass.  b  seldom  deposited  in  any  other  parts  of  the 

I  mentioned  just  now  that  the  secretion  intestines,  great  or  small,  than  those  which 

or  separation  of  the  matter  of  tubercle  from  I  have  mentioned.      Dr.  Carswell  supposes 

the  blood,  takes  place,  by  preference,  upon  that  it  may  often  be  secreted  upon  the  free 

the  free  surface  of  mucous  membranes,  and  surface  of  the  membrane,  but  that,  not  being 

very  frequently  also  upon   the  surface   of  entangled  or  confined  in  any  mucous  crypt, 

serous  tissues,  includ'mg  the  cellular.  it  is  removed  as  soon  as  it  forms.    It  is  not 
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often  that  scrofiilovu  taberdes  are  found  in  known,  in  their  lives,  to  liave  any  functional 

the  liver  of  adults :  they  are  not  very  uncom-  dbturbance  of  those  organs  ;  and  vrhose  lungs 

'  mon  in  that  organ  in  children,  but  even  then  present,  after  death,  no  other  traces  of  li&ving 

they  are  few  in  number  and  small  in  size,  been  inflamed.  We  even  find  tubercles  in  the 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  they  are  much  more  lungs  of  unborn  children.  Not  that  this  is  con- 

finequently  seen  in  the  spleen  also  in  children,  elusive;   for  inflammation   does  sometimes 

than  in  grown  up  persons.    The  uterus,  the  attack  the  foetus  in  utero,  and  leave  perma- 

testicle,  the  prostate  gland,    are  all   liable  nent  and  unequivocal  traces  of  its  action, 
to  them :  they  are  common  enough  upon  the         Moreover,  inflammation  continually  hap« 

surface  of  the  peritoneum.  pens,  in  all  the  component  textures  of  the 

In  the  nervous  system,  tubercles  are  by  lung,  in  the  form  of  bronchitis,  pneumonia, 
no  means  uufirequent :  they  are  met  with  and  pleurisy,  without  the  subsequent  deve- 
oftener  in  the  brain  than  in  any  other  part  of  lopment  of  tubercles.  I  admit  that  this  fact, 
that  system.  That  inflammatory  afiection,  to  be  of  weight,  should  be  proved  of  per- 
which  leads  to  the  eflusion  of  serous  fluid  in  sons  who  possess  the  scrofulous  diathesis ; 
the  cerebral  ventricles  of  young  children,  and  I  believe  the  proof  might  be  found :  but 
and  is  known  by  the  name  of  hydrocephalus,  the  search  for  it  would  require  much  care- 
occurs  principaUy,  if  not  altogether,  in  con-  fulness  and  candour 
nexion  with  tiie  scrofulous  diathesis.  In  my  own  opinion,   there  is  not  the 

Strumous  deposits  are  rare  in  the  organs  shadow  of  evidence  to  shew  that  the  deposit 

of  circulation.     Tubercles  have  been  seen,  I  of  tubercular  matter  is  always  and  necessa- 

believe,   in   the  muscular  substance  of  the  rily    preceded    by  inflammation.     Yet    an 

heart :  but  this  must  be  a  very  uncommon  undoubted  and  most  important   connexion 

thing.     Scrofulous  disease  is  not  at  all  un-  obtains  between  the  occurrence  of  inflamma- 

frequent  in  bone,  especially  in  the  bodies  of  tion  and  the  occurrence  of  tubercles.     Tu- 

the  vertebrae,  and  in  the  spongy  extremities  bercles  will  cause  inflammation,  and  inflam- 

of  the  long  bones.  mation  will  determine  the  development  of 

It  is  very  seldom  indeed  that  scrofulous  tubercles.  The  enlarging  tubercles  excite 
tubercles  occur  in  one  organ  only.  Almost  inflammation  in  the  surrounding  textures  by 
always  they  are  met  with  in  at  least  two,  and  the  pressure  they  exert  upon  them ;  and 
frequently  in  all  the  parts  at  once  which  are  probably  in  other  ways  ;  by  mechanically 
liable  to  be  infested  by  them.  Sometimes  the  interfering  with  the  healthy  circulation  of  the 
lungs  al  ne  are  affected  :  but  generally  both  blood,  for  example  :  and  the  inflammation 
the  lungs  and  the  intestines  are  occupied  by  lit  up  is  usually  of  the  scroftilous  kind  ;  it  is 
the  diseatse.  It  has  been  afiirmed,  by  a  great  slow,  and  partial,  and  easily  quieted  by 
living  pathologist,  M .  Louis,  that  if  you  find  treatment,  though  scarcely  to  be  cured.  On 
tubercles  in  any  other  organ,  you  are  sure  to  the  other  hand,  there  are  numerous  facts  to 
find  them  also,  and  in  greater  number,  and  prove  that,  in  a  person  having  the  scrofulous 
farther  advanced,  in  the  lungs.  But  this,  diathesis,  the  occurrence  of  inflammation 
thoughtrueas  a  general  rule,  is  not  without  ex-  within  the  chest  may  rouse  that  previously 
ceptions.  I  have  seen  the  peritoneum  crowded  doimant  tendency  into  action,  and  become 
with  myriads  of  these  tubercles,  when  the  the  exciting  cause  of  the  secretion  of  tuber- 
most  careful  examination  could  not  detect  a  cular  matter  from  the  blood.  The  cases  in 
single  one  in  the  lungs.  And  similar  exam-  which  other  parts  of  the  lung  than  the  apex 
pies  have  fallen  under  Dr.  Carswell's  obser-  are  found  exclusively  occupied  with  tuber- 
Tation.  cles,  are  also  cases  in  which,  apparently,  the 

Tlie  question  has  been  much,  and  eagerly  same  parts  had  been  the  seat  of  inflammatory 

discussed,  whether  the  deposition  of  tuber-  action :   of  which  we  sometimes'  see  other 

cular  matter  be  not,  what  I  should  call,  an  traces  inadhesions  of  theneighbouringpleura. 
event  of  inflammation.     Some  persons  have        The  connexion  between  tubercles  and  in- 

strenuously  argued  that  the  curd-like  sub-  flammationis  shewn  also  by  their  occurrence 

stance  is  nothing  more  than  a  particular  kind  in  the  substance  of  false  membranes.     And 

of  lymph,  and  that  it  is  never  poured  out  the  same  phsnomenon  marks  the  fact  that 

except  as  a  consequence  of  inflammation  ;  they  are   something  distinct  and  different 

and  they  cite  cases  of  persons  who  always  from  coagulable  lymph, 
had  enjoyed  good  health,  until  inflammation        You  must  not  suppose,  from  any  thing  I 

was  accidentally  excited  in  their  lungs ;  im-  have  said,   that  persons  of  the  scrofulous 

mediately  after  which  the  well-known  signs  habit  are  not  susceptible  of  common  inflam- 

of  phthisis  began  to  display  themselves ;  and  mation  :    we  know  that  they  are,  by  the 

after  death,  the  lungs  were  found  full  of  tu-  readiness  with  which  slight  iiyuries  often 

bercles.     But  they  forget  to  take  into  the  heal  in  such  persons :    but  there  is  always 

account  anothecfact,  equally  well  established,  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  inflammation 

vis.  that  tubercles  are  found,  in  great  abun-  occurring  in  them  will  take  on  the  scrofulous 

dance,  in  the  lungs  of  persons  who  were  never  form ;  become  chronic,  if  it  was  not  so  at 
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tint,  sappumte  tardily,  and  produce  that  precocity  of  mind  and  intellect,  wbfle  it 

unhealthy  kind  of  pnriform  secretion  which  lights  the  fondnese  at  the  parent, 

is  characteristic  of  strumoas*  disease.  the  fears  of  the  more  far-seong  physician. 

Another  question  relating  to  tubercular  But  the  disposition  to  scrofula  is  by  no 

diseases  is,   whether  they  are  contagiouM :  means  confinAl^  to  pefsons  of  the  sirooa  a^ 

capable,  u  e*  of  being  communicated  from  of  the  sanguine  temperament.     It  {b  frt" 

one  individual  to  anoUier.     The  general  be-  quent,  though  less  common,  in  what  has  beea 

lief,  in  this  country,  is  that  they  are  not.  called  the  melancholic  or  bilious   tempera^ 

Indeed  their  very  dependence  upon  a  pecu-  ment;  in  personsofdark  muddy  complexion, 

liar  diathesis  would  seem  to  disprove   the  and  harsh  skin ;   in  whom  the  mental  and 

supposition.     Yet  some  practitioners,  even  bodily  energies  are  more  sluggish  and  doll, 

here,  have,  I  know,  misgivings  on  the  sub-  And  it  is  remarked  that  in  persona  of  tfaia 

}ect :  and  in  some  parts  of  the  continent,  in  cast,  scrofula,  when  it  does  occur,  is  even 

Italy  particularly,  consumptive  patients  are  more  than  usually  obstinate  and  nntractable. 

i^nnned,  from  the  persuasion  that  their  com-  Scrofula  does  often  indeed  appear  in  per. 

plaint  is  infectious. .     I   shall  revive  this  sons  who  exhibit  none  of  those  signs  of  a 

question  when  I  speak  of  phthisis  hereafter,  strumous  disposition  which  I  have  been  am- 

StrumouM  diaihetit* — I  have  stated,  that  merating :  but  it  is  more  iikely  to  appear, 

scrofulous  disease  appears  almost  exclusively,  cseteris  paribus,  where  those  signs  ere  ob- 

in  certain  elateet  of  persons,  of  whom,  there-  served. 

fore,  we  say,  that  diey  have  the  scrofulous  There  are  several  alleged  marks  of  a  aero- 
diathesis,  fulous  diathent,  which  are,  in  tact,  ir stances 

It  is  both  Interesting  and  useful  to  be  able  of  scrofulous  dUeate.     Such,  for  example, 

to  distinguish  those  in  whom  the  scrofiilous  is  that  chronic  lippitudo,  which  so  frequently 

habit  of  body,  or  the  predisposition  to  stru-  disfigures  strumous  children,  rendering  them 

mous  disease,  exists.  what  is  called  blear-eyed :  and  chronic  in- 

Now  there  are  certain  physical  and  moral  flammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  lasting  long, 

characters  which  teach  us  to  apprehend  the  without  much  redness,   or  heat,   and  with . 

existence  of  a  tendency  to  scrofulous  dis-  extreme  impatience  of  light,  and  a  tendency 

ease,  even  when  there  has  not,  hitherto,  been  to  form  little  pustules  near  the  edge  of  the 

any  local  manifestation  of  such  disease.  cornea.     The  tumid  and  chopped  upper  lips  ; 

Again,  we  infer  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  the  redness  and  swelling  of  die  columna  nasi, 

in  many  persons,  from  knowing  that  scro-  and  lower  parts  of  the  nostrils,  so  common 

fulous   disease    has    existed    among    their  in  children,   especially  during  winter,  are 

progenitors.  early  fruits  of  the  strumous  taint.     Certain 

On  these  two  points  I  have  a  few  ob-  maladies  of  the  joints,  what  are  popularly 

servations  to  make :    and  first,    on    what  called  white  swellings,  are  instances  of  scro- 

may  be  considered  the  external  marks  of  a  fiilous  disease.      So  may   perhaps  rickets 

scrofulous  constitution.  be  considered :    at  any  rate,  rickety  chil- 

The  persons,  in  whom  scrofulous  disease  ren  are  very  often  affected  with   scrofula 

Is  most  apt  to  declare  itself,  ere  marked,  also.      Moist  eruptions  behind  the  ears; 

during  childhood,  by  pale  and  pasty  com-  chronic  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the 

plexioDS,  large  heads,  narrow  chests,  protu-  neck  ;  that  slow,  eating,  ulceration  of  the 

berant  bellies,  soft  and  flabby  muscles,  and  nares,  termed  lupus;  may  all  be  included 

a  languid  and  feeble  cireulation.    They  pre-  within  the  class  of  strumous  disorders.    • 

sent  many  of  the  features  belonging  to  that  When  any  one  of  these  scrofulous  affec* 

pattern  of  body  which  is  denominated  the  tbns  has  once  shewn  itself  in  any  person, 

leucophlegmatic.     But  the  strumous  dispo-  we  know,  by  that  circumstance,  that  he  pos* 

sition  very  often  indeed  accompanies  a  variety  gesses  the   strumous  constitution ;   and  we 

of  the  sanguine  temjierament  also ;  and  is  look  for  the  recurrence  of  his  complaint  in 

indicated  by  light  or  red  hair,  grey  or  blue  the  same  part,  or  in  both  parts. 

eyes  with  large  and  sluggish  pupils  and  long  in  a  former  lecture  I  mentioned  scrofula 

silky  lashes,  a  fUr  transparent  brilliancy  of  as    one  of  those  complaints  the  hereditary 

skin,  and  rosy  cheeks.     This  red  colour,  tendency  to  which  is  indisputable.      TTic 

which  is  well  defined  in  general,  is  easily  gcrofiilous  rfia/ftwt* is  hereditary:  and  some- 

changed,  however,  by  cold,  to  purple  or  times  scrofulous  disBOte  is  so  too.     I  have 

livid ;  the  skin  is  thin  and  readily  irritated;  seen  lungs,  taken  from  the  body  of  a  foetus, 

the  sclerotic  has  often  a  peculiar  pearly  lus-  stuffed  with  tubercles.     There  are  some  fine 

tre ;  and  the  extremities  are  subject  to  chil-  examples  of  this  in  Mr.  LangstaflTs  museum, 

blams.     Such  children  are,  many  of  them,  in  the  city.     We  have,  therefore,  in  respect 

extremely  clever  and  ready  of  apprehension,  to  scrofula,  the  rare  conjunction  of  congenital 

of  eager  tempers,  and  warm  affections,  lively,  disease,    and     hereditary    disposition.       I 

aidenty  imaginative,  and  susceptible.    Ttiia  need  not  reipeat  here  the  remarks  I  made 
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Wote,  respecting  hereditary  diseaseimgeEie-  the  disease  la  notoriotis.    Tliere  Is  no  cli- 

ral.     No  one,  of  the  least  observation,  can  mate  in  which  it  flourishes  more  than  in  our 

doubt  that  the  disposition  to  consumption  is  own.     Consumption  is  called,  in  some  parts 

▼ery  often  transmitted  from  parent  to  child,  of  the  continent,  the  English  disease.     Per^ 

We  see  whole  families  swept  away  by  its  sons  who   migrate    from    this    country   to 

ravages.     Like  other  hereditary  tendencies,  warmer  and  more  equable  climates,  seldom 

it  may  skip  over  one  or  two  generations,  and  become  scrofulous  ;  nay,  it  very  often  hap- 

reappear  in  the  nekt,  just  as  family-like-  pens  that  the  incipient  indications  of  strtl- 

nesses  are  known  to  do.    There  are  other  mous  disease    are    completely  arrested  or 

families  in  which  you  can  trace  no  such  pre-  quieted  by  the  change.     Phthisical  patients, 

disposition :  but  such  ^miilies  are  perhaps  much  troubled  by  symptoms  here,  are  some- 

few.      A   little  leaven  is  sufiScient,  some-  times  so  thoroughly  freed  from  them  soon 

times,  effectually  to  taint  a  whole  pedigree,  after  their  arrival  at  Madeira,  as  to  be  de- 

The    tendency,    however,    exists    in    very  ceived  into  the  belief  that  their  case  had  been 

various  degrees.     It  may  be  so  strong  that  mistaken.     They  think  themselves  well.,    A 

no  care,  no  favourable  combination  of  cir-  return    to    this  country  undeceives  them, 

cumstances,  will  prevent  its  local  manifesta-  The  native  inhabitants  of  hot  climates  are 

tion :  and  it  may  be  so  faint  that  it  would  by  no  means,  however,  exempt  from  struma, 

never  break  out  into  actual  mischief  if  the  in  any  of  its  forms.    When  they  come  to 

exciting  causes  of  scrofulous  disease  could  be  this  country  they  are  more  subject  to  scrofula 

warded  off.     It  is  important,  therefore,  to  than  we  are  ourselves.     And  the  same  effect 

know  what  these  exciting  causes  arte.  of  climate  is  very  distinctly  visible  in  the 

"  They  may  all  be  ranked  together  (to  use  lower  animals.     The  physicians  in  ordinary 

the  language  of  Dr.  Alison)  as  causes  of  to  the  inmates  of  the  Zoological  Gkurdena 

debility t  acting  permanently,  or  habitually  wiU  tell  you  that  the  beasts  and  birds  that 

for  a  length  of  time,  although  not  so  power-  are  brought    hither  from    warm  latitudes 

fully  as  to  produce  sudden  or  violent  effects."  perish  in    great  numbers  from  scrofulous 

The  circumstances  to  which,  acting  sepa-  diseases.  John  Hunter  observed  this  long 
rately  or  in  combination,  we  most  confidently  ago  in  respect  to  monkeys, 
ascribe  the  power  of  developing  scrofula,  are  Of  the  debilitating  influence  of  impure  air 
insufficient  nutriment,  exposure  to  wet  and  I  spoke  ^  a  previous  l^sture.  That  it  pro- 
cold,  impurity  of  the  atmosphere,  a  want  of  motes  the  evolution  of  scrofulous  disorders 
natural  exercise,  and  mental  disquietude.  To  we  have  proof,  on  a  large  scale,  in  the  great 
estimate  the  separate  effect  of  each  of  these  mortality  produced  by  such  dtimrders  among 
causes  may  be  difficult ;  but  their  combined  the  lower  classes  in  large  cities  as  compared 
influence  is  unquestionable.  with  agricultural  districts.     The  per  centage 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  improper  diet,  of  deaths  from  consumption,  hydrocephalus, 

or  rather  imperfect  nourishment,  is  one  main  and  various  other  diseases  that  spring  from 

exciting  cause  of  scrofulous  disease.  Yet  it  is  a  strumous  habit,  is  much  greater  in  London 

not  an  easy  thing  to  obtain  evidence  of  this,  than  in  the  country.     Even  in  individual 

which  shall  be  entirely  free  from  Willacy,  cases  this  influence  is  too  manifest  to  be 

The  disease  occurs  very  often  among  the  overlooked  or  mistaken.     It  is  impossible  to 

poor ;  but  then  it  very  often  occurs  also  in  question  the  beneficial  effect,  upon  children 

the  families  of  the  rich.     There  is  one  fact  dieted  with  scrofula,  of  a  removal  from 

which  has  always  struck  me  as  very  instruc-  London  to  the  sea-coast, 

tive  and  convincing  on  this  point.     Infants  I  said,  when  I  first  began  to  speak  to  yon 

at  the  breast,  having  good  milk  and  plenty  of  inflammation,  that  it  wss  the  only  disease 

of  it,  seldom  show  any  signs  of  scrofulous  which  we  are  able  to  excite  at  pleasure :  that 

disorder :    whereas,   as    soon   as    they  are  we  could  cause  inflammation  in  various  ways 

weaned,  they  become    subject    to  various  whenever  we  desired  to  do  so ;  but  that  to 

complaints  of  a  strumous  kind.     When  an  make  a  cancer  or  a  tubercle  was  beyond  our 

unweaned    child    is    brought    to    us    with  power.     Now  in  strictness  of  language,  and 

ophthalmia,  we  expect  almost    always    to  in  the  practical  meaning  of  these  words,  this 

discover  inflammation  of  the  common  and  assertion  is  quite  true.     But  it  is  not  so 

acute  kind ;  >  the  purulent  eye.      In  nine  exact  if  we  extend  it  to  all  the  preditpOBinff 

children  out  of  ten  who  come  after  weaningi  causes  of  disease.     We  are  able  to  bring 

we  look  for  and  find  some  form  of  scrofulous  about  the  formation  of  tubercles,  in  the  lower 

inflammation,  such  as  pustular  ophthalmia.  animals  at  least,  by  so  arranging  the  extenial 

The  greater  prevalence  of  scrofulous  disease  influences  as  to  concentrate  their  prejudicial 

among  the  x)Oor  may  be  ascribed,  in  great  effects.     By  shutting  rabbits  up  in  a  cold, 

measure,  to  their  frequent  exposure  to  wet  damp,  dark,  and  narrow  place — and  feeding 

and  cold.     Scrofula  seldom  breaks  out  in  them  on  food  not  natural  or  suited  to  them — 

th«  mild  and  dry  weather  of  summer.    The  we  can  prod  ice  or  evolve  in  them  tubercular 

influence  of  climate  in  fostering  or  repressing  disease.    Of  course  no  experiment  of  that 
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kind  can  be  purpoaely  made  npon  a  healthy  CLINICAL    L  E.CT  U  R  E  S, 

man ;  but  accidental  opportunities  ariae  of 

witnessing  an  approach  to  a  simibir  trial  of  Br  W.  Davidson,  M.D.  . 

the  human  species :   instant^  are  recorded  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Physicians  to  the  Ola^row  Rot«I 

of   persons,   previously   well,    (bat  havmg  Infirmary,  and  Lectorer  on  Materia  Medics. 

probably  the  strumous  diathesis)  becoming  

affected  with  scrofula  after  being  confined  ErynpelM — DiagnoM  qf  AbdotnhuU   7^- 

in    the   dungeons  of  a   prison,   and  there  morg — Cwef  qf   Encysted  Dropsy    and 

scantily  fed.  Abdominal  Jkimor. 

Something  of  this  Itind  I  have,  very  re-  erysipelas. 

cently,  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing.  Erysipelas  is  a  very  common  *l««*^«^  in 

A  number  of  male  prisoners,  chiefly  young  ©nr  hospital  at  particular  seasons,   and  yon 

men,  became  affected  with  glandular  swellings  ^^t  have  frequently  witnessed  its  symptoms 

of  the  neck,  after  incarceration  for  some  and  progress.     In  the  following  observations 

length  of  time  in  the  Penitentiary  at  Mil-  ^^  mean  to  confine  ourselves  chiefl  j  to  the 

banl.     The  circumstances  of  their  health  led  treatment,  as  it  involves  a  pecuharity   not 

toarelaxationof  their  punishment.     Instead  generally  adopted,  and  which  was  first  no- 

of  being  kept  in  soUtary  confinement,  in  a  ticed  by  Mr.  Higginbottom.     It  is  agreeri>lc 

coldish  cell,  and  on  the  prison  diet,  they  were  jq  our  experience,  and  we  believe  generally 

permitted  to  work,  for  several  hours  daily,  admitted  by  accurate   observers,   that    the 

in  each  others'  company,  in  the  garden  of  the  violence  of  the  constitutional  symptoms  is, 

establishment.      Some  porter    was  at  the  in  the  majority  of  cases,  proportionate  to  tlie 

same  time  given  them,  and  their  allowance  extent  of  the  erysipelatous  inflammation ; 

of  meat  was  increased.     The  improvement  and  thus  a  partial  affection  of  an  extremity, 

in  their  condition  was  rapid  and  stalking,  q^  of  the  fiioe,   is  generally  attended  witii 

Here  we  have    the    disorder    germinating^  little  urgency  in  the   general  symptoms; 

under  one  state  of  external  circumstances,  -grhereas,  when  the  whole  head  and  fece  be- 

and  checked  immediately  under  the  opposite  come  affected,  or  a  whole  limb  or  the  tnmk 

^^^*  of  the  body,  it  often  becomes  an  affection 

If  you  consider  the  way  of  life  of  the  attended  with  much  danger.     If  this  be  ad- 
children    of    the   poorer    chisses  ,  in     this  mitted,  it  then  becomes  quite  obvious  that 
metropoUs,    and    in    the  larger  manufac-  an  insuUtion  of  the  disease,  or  a  Kmitatkm 
turmg  towns,  you   wUl  find  that  they  are  of  its  progress,  is  a  matter  of  the  most  es- 
much  exposed  (though  in  a  less  degree)  to  gcntial  importance.     That  this  is  practicable 
the  same  injurious  influences,  the  combina-  ^  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  and  that  it 
tion  of  which  appears  to  generate  tubercles  will  succeed  in  the  majority  of  cases  we  arc 
in  the  rabbit.     They  Uve,  for  the  moat  part,  also  satisfied,  provided  it  be  carefully  per- 
m  an  atmosphere  made  stagnant  by  narrow  formed,   and  with  attention   to  the   rules 
streets  ;  and  in  small,  crowded,  iU-ventilated,  which  we  shall  presently  explain.     Nitrate 
and  dark  rooms  in  those  narrow  streets :  the  ©f  silver  is  the  agent  by  which  this  may  be 
stagnant  atmosjihere  is  contaminated  m  a  accompUshed ;  and  the  foUowing  principles 
thousand  ways  ;  they  are  very  insufficiently  j^vat  be  attended  to.  to  insure  success  :— 
protected  from  transitions  of  temperature,  igt.  It  must  be  appUed  to  a  sound  portion 
against  cold  and  wet,  by  their  clothing;  they  of  the  mteguments,   via.  to  a  part  where 
are  commonly  ill  fed— their  diet  being  fre-  there  is  neither  redness  nor  oedema,  but  as 
quenUy  scanty,  and  generaUy  of  a  kind  quite  near  the  affected  skin  as  possible,  so  as  to 
unsuited  to  then-  growing  years.    We  need  .void  this.    We  have  seen  failures  repeatedly 
not  be   surprised  therefore  at  the  ravages  from  want  of  attention  to  this  rule ;  for,  on 
which  scrofula,    m    Its    manifold    shapes,  the  one  hand,  if  your  caustic  line  be  too  far 
makes  among  the  children  of  the  poor  in  distant  from  the  part  affected,  the  vesicating 
large  and  populous  towns.     If  ever  scrofWa  effect  of  the  nitrate  of  sUver  may  have  com- 
be  generated,  m  thw  chmate,  independantiy  pietely  subsided    before    the  efysipelatous 
of  any  hereditary  strumous  tamtm  the  con-  inflammation  reaches  that  portion  of  the 
stitution,  It  IS  m  them.    But  in  most  cases  gkin  to  which  it  was  applied ;  and  on  the 
I  beUeve  it  u  the  latent  disposition  that  is  other,  if  too  near,  the  erysipelas  may  be 
called  into  action.     Moderate  exercise,   in  beyond  the  line  at  the  time  of  ite  appUcation, 
pure  air,  and  in  the  open  dayhght,  with  even  although  there  be  no  redness  present, 
suitable  nourishment,  sufficient  clothing,  and  We  have  generally  observed  in  this  disease, 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels :  these  that  beyond  what  is  commonly  considered 
circumstances  comprise  nearly  aU  that  we  the  red  Une  of  separation  between  the  healthy 
can  do  for  preventing  the  development  of  and  diseased  skin,  there  is  about  an  mch 
struma:  and  from  eadi  of  them  many  of  or  more  of  oedematous  integuments,  which 
these  poor  chiUren  are  habitnaUy  debarred,  are  often  somewhat  tender  to  the  touch. 

and  where,  we  have  no  doubt,  the  disease 
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also  exists.  '  2d.  The  erysipelatous  surface  extremity,  &c. ;  but  if  we  find  a  regularly 
must  be  completely  encircled  by  the  caustic  progressiye  inflammation  checked  at  points, 
line ;  for  if  even  a  minute  chink  be  unvesi-  where  it  rarely  stops  spontaneously,  such  as 
catcdy  the  inflammation  will  pass  through  at  the  eye-brows,  the  chin,   or   the  nose, 
it,  and  spread  beyond  the  boundary.  whether  it    be    ascending,   descending,   or 
The  practical  niles  to  be  attended  to  are  crossing  laterally,    more  particularly  if  it 
the  following  : — ^Take  a  pretty  large  hair-  come  into  close  proximity  with  the  caustic 
brush,  and  moisten  thoroughly  with  water  line,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the  latter 
the  part  that  has  been  selected,  to  the  breadth  had  proved  a  barrier  to  its  further  extension, 
of  about  an  inch  ;    then  rub  a  cylinder  of  In  typhus  fever  erysipelas  is  very  frequent 
lunar  caustic  very  freely  over  this  moistened  during  the  convalescent  stage,  and  generally 
portion  of  the  skin.      Distinct  vesication  attacks  the  face  or  head ;  but,  in  our  expe- 
over  the  whole  surface,  to  which  the  caustic  rience,  it  is  not  quite  so  apt  to  spread  to 
has  been  applied,  should  be  produced ;   for  the  trunk  as  in  the  idiopathic  affection ;  at 
if  this  does  not  follow,  the  disease  may  ex-  the  same  time  it  does  so  very  often.     During 
tend  beyond  the  line.  the  time  that  we  attended  the  Fever  Hos- 
And  this  is,  perhaps,  the  reason  why  a  pital,  this  disease  was  exceedingly  common ; 
saturated  solution  (consisting  of  equal  parts  and,   with  the  exception  of  two   or  three 
of  lunar  caustic  and  water)  is  not  so  certain  cases,  chiefly  confined  to  those  where  the 
as  the  solid  caustic.     How  then  does  the  insulation  was  either  not  performed  suffid* 
nitrate  of  silver  act,  in  thus  insulating  the  ently  early,  or,  with  strict  attention  to  the 
erysipelatous  inflammation  ?    The  following  rules  mention»l,  the  affection  never  extended 
theory  may  explain  its  peculiar  operation  : —  to  the  trunk,  and  in  many  instances  it  was 
The  inflammation  appears  to  travel  in  its  confined  to  the  face,  nose,  cheek,  &c. 
progress  superficially  along  the  skin,  and  it  The  state  of  the  previously -affected  parts 
may  even  be  detected  by  a  very  slight  degree  in  erysipelas  does  not  seem  to  be  much  in- 
of  oedematous  tenderness,  about  an  inch  or  fluenced  by  the  checking  of  its  progress,  for 
so  beyond  the  red  line  ;    but  there  appears  resolution  or  suppuration  occurs  in  a  similar 
to  be  no  affection  of  the  cellular  texture  in  •  way  as  when  it  is  allowed  to  spread ;   with 
this  situation.      Now  the  vesication  pro-  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  first-mentioned 
duced  by  the  action  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  process,  which  appears  to  be  more  rapid  in 
may  have  excited  an  action  which  is  incom-  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  caustic  ring, 
patible  with  the  progress  of  the  erysipelas  The  counter-irritation  excited  by  the  nitrate 
in  that  direction.     This  view  is  corroborated  of  silver  seems  also  to  be  beneficial  in  local 
by  the  fact  that  if  the  caustic  line  be  formed  affections  which  sometimes  accompany  this 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  diseased  disease,  viz.  delirium,  diseases  of  the  chest 
surface,  and  if  the  latter  be  slow  in  its  pro-  and  windpipe ;  and  also  in  preventing  sup- 
gress,   then  the  line  is  less  certain  in  its  puration  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  vesica- 
preventive  power  ;  for  the  vesication  caused  tion.     Besides  the  uses  of  lunar  caustic  in 
by  lunar  caustic  heals  very  rapidly,  and  per-  frequently  checking  theprogress  of  erysipelas, 
haps  more  so  than  blistering  produced  by  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agents,  when 
any  other  agent.  applied  in  solution  to  the  inflamed  skin, 
We  have  thus  stated  our  opinion  pretty  particularly  where  the  cellular  tissue  is  not 
strongly  as  to  the  efficacy  of  this  mode  of  much  implicated,  in  reducing  the  redness, 
treatment,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  pain,  and  swelling ;  for  on  the  day  following 
capable,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  of  its  application  the  skin  is  generally  less  tensfl 
checking  the  extension  of  the  disease,  when  and  red,  and  is  often  somewhat  shrivelled, 
applied  according  to  the  principles  already  If,   however,    there  be  effusion  of  serum 
explained ;  and  also  that,  in  our  experience,  or  pus  into  tiie  cellular  tissue,  incisions  are 
the  fatality  of  this  affection,  from  its  exten-  generally  necessary.    The  strength  of  solu- 
sion  over  the  body  being  frequently  pre-  tion  we  employ  varies  from  ten  to  twenty 
Tented,  has  been  less  than  we  experienced  grains  of  this  salt  to  one  ounce  of  water, 
under  the  usual  therapeutic  means.  ^applied  twice  a  day  with  a  .hair  pencil.     In 
At  the  same  time,  we  are  willing  to  admit  the  general  treatment,  the  tonic  plan  has 
that  we  have  met  with  some  instances  where  generally    succeeded    best,    particularly  in 
the  erysipelas  has  travelled  beyond  the  pro-  hospital  practice,  where  many  of  the  patiento 
perly  vesicated  line  ;  and  also  a  few,  where  have  broken-down  constitutions  by  intem- 
one  or  two  smaller  insulations  were  required,  perance  and  other  causes.     In  stout  and 
in  cases  where  it  only  passed  at  a  particular  vigorous  patients  the  emeto-cathartic  mix- 
point  of  a  limb  or  trunk  of  the  body.  ture  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  ad- 
It  must  also  be  acknowledged,  that  ery-  vantage ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  pushed  too 
sipelas  is  often  confined  to  particular  parts  far,  and  laxatives  or  laxative  enemata  should 
of  the    integuments,    independent    of   the  be  substituted  for  it,  in  a  large  majority  of 
operation  of  any  particular  treatment,  such  cases,   for  we  have  never  seen  reason  to 
as  to  the  head  and  neck,  a  portion  of  an  believe  that  it  has  any    direct  power  in 
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checkiBg  the  extension  of  the  inflammatory  She  was  dismissed,  cured,  on    the   17th, 

Action.     We  shall  now  state,  very  shortly,  having  had  no  other  treatment  except  a 

the  history  of  a  few  cases  of  erysipelas,  in  as  laxative,    small    doses  of   the    diaphoretic 

far  as  is  necessary  to  illustrate  the  operation  mixture,  and  the  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 

of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  checking  its  pro-  silver  externally. 

gress.  Daniel  Culcreuch,  set.  40,  was  admitted 

Wm.  Gibhie,   st.  50,  was  admitted  for  on  the  18th  Jan.  1840,  for  acute  anasarca 

paralysis  on  the  23d  Nov.  1839,  for  which  and  bronchitic  pneumonia.     On  the  25th, 

a  seton  was  inserted  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  erysipelas  appeared   around  the  right  eye. 

About  the  2d  Dec.  some  erysipelatous  in-  which   spread  over  the  face,  and  was  de* 

iUmmation    appeared  around   the    wound,  scending  the   neck.      A  caustic    ring  was 

which  spread  downwards  and  upwards.     No  formed  around  the  neck,  beyond  which  the 

attempt  was  made  to  check  it  at  any  point  inflammation  did  not  extend.     He  was  dia- 

except  in  the  arms.      It  had  passed   the  missed,  cured,  on  the  6th  February, 

acromion  a  few  inches,  and  was  advancing  John  Shaw,  Kt.  25,  was  admitted  on  the 

pretty  rapidly ;   a  caustic  ring  was  formed  30th  Dec.  with  cynanche  maligna,  accom- 

on  both  arms,   near  the  insertion  of  the  panied  with  laryngitis.      On  the  6th  Jan. 

deltoid,  and  the  following  is  the  report  of  some  erysipelatous  inflammation  appeared 

the    result: — "Erysipelas   did  not  spread  on  the  nose,  which  spread  upwards  to  the 

beyond  the  caustic  rings,  although  it  reached  forehead.     A  caustic  ring  was  formed  about 

them  at  every  point.     Since  the  abatement  the  inflamed  parts,  beyond  which  the  disease 

of  the  erysipelas,  the  paralysis  has  been  did    not    spread.      He    required    a    large 

much  less,  and  the  patient  can  now  walk  quantity  of  wine  to  support  his  strength, 

with  tolerable  freedom."  but  was  ultimately  dischaxged  cured. 

Jane  Melville,  Kt.  19,  admitted  1st  Feb.  James  Docherty,  mt.  18,  was  admitted  on 
1840,  for  erysipelas  of  the  left  leg,  which  the  ^7th  March,  1840,  for  enormous  ana- 
was  swollen,  red,  and  partially  covered  with  sarca  of  the  whole  body,  arising  from  hyper- 
vesications  from  the  knee  downwards.  A  trophy  and  valvular  disease  of  the  heart, 
caustic  ring  was  formed  immediately  above  He  was  affected  with  erysipelas  of  the  leg  on 
the  knee,  beyond  which  the  inflammation  the  1st  April,  which  spread  rapidly  up  the 
did  not  sprnd.  Extensive  suppuration  thigh.  A  caustic  ring  was  formed  about 
followed,  in  this  case,  which,  along  with  the  the  inflamed  parts,  pretty  near  the  groin, 
severe  bronchitis  under  which  she  laboured,  which  limited  the  extension  of  the  disease 
protracted  her  recovery  for  a  considerable  upwards.  One  or  two  small  abscesses  form- 
time,  ed  in  the  1^,  but  the  general  swelling  and 
Mary  M'Lean,  set.  29,  was  admitted  for  inflammation  diminished  very  rapidly  after 
nodes  upon  the  head,  on  the  14th  Jan.  1840.  the  application  of  the  caustic.  There  was 
She  was  blistered  on  the  nape  of  the  neck  another  fact  connected  with  the  patient's 
on  the  30th,  and  the  resulting  sore  was  history  which  is  worthy  of  being  recorded, 
attacked  with  erysipelas  in  a  few  days  there-  viz.  the  rapid  diminution  of  the  anasarcoua 
after.  It  spread  down  the  back,  and  up-  swelling  and  the  great  increase  of  urine  about 
wards,  along  the  head,  to  the  face.  No  the  time  that  the  erysipelas  began  to  decline, 
attempt  was  made  to  check  its  progress  The  urine,  for  about  a  week,  averaged  from 
along  the  back,  but  a  caustic  line  was  formed  seven  to  nine  pounds  daily ;  and  after  his 
from  the  tip  of  the  right  ear,  over  the  chin,  anasarca  was  completely  gone,  the  increased 
to  the  same  part  of  the  left  ear,  beyond  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  the  strong  rasping 
which  the  inflammation  did  not  spread.  She  bruit,  which  formerly  existed,  were  barely 
recovered  in  a  short  time,  and  her  pains  distinguishable, 
wtre  gone* 

Mn.  Kinneburgh,  st.  62,  was  admited  abdominal  tumou. 

on  tiie  10th  Feb.  1840,  for  erysipelas  of  the  It  is  frequently  very  difficult  to  determine, 

foot  and  leg,  which  extended  posteriorly  to  the  precise  nature  of  abdominal  tumors,  and 
the  middle  of  the  thigh.     A  caustic  ring  was'  post-mortem  examinations  occasionally  de* 

formed  as  near  as  possible  to  tbe  affected  monstrate  the  fallacy  of  our  diagnosas.    At 

parts,  and  there  was  no  extension  of  the  the  same  time,  by  a  careful  exploration,  and 

disease  beyond  that  point.     She  recovered  aocnrate  analysis  of  the  general  symptoms, 

rapidly  under  wine  and  tonics,  although  a  a  pi*^   correct    opinion    may    often    be 

■lough  formed  on  the  back  of  the  foot.  formed.     It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 

Isabella  Harvey,  set.  40,  was  admitted  on  nature  of  a  clinical  lecture  to  describe  the 

11th  Feb.  with  erysipelas  of  the  forehead  diflcrent  methods  of  exploring  the  abdouMn 

and  face,  which  was  spreading  pretty  rapidly  in  the  various  disc«ses  of  ^  this  cavity ;  we 

down  the  neck,  both  anteriorly  and  poste-  ahall  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  three,  of 

riorly,  on  the  14th.     A  caustic  ring  was  which  we  have  examples ;  viz.  the  detection 

Tormcd  below    the    eryst|)elatotts    margin,  of  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  or 

beyond  which  the  disose  did  not  extend,  in  cysts,  the  detection  of  tumors,  and  the 
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mode  of  aicertainiiig  whether  the  swelling  or  those  situations  where  the  stratum  covering 

tumor  be  under  or  above  the  abdominal  the  intestines  is  very  deep ;  but  when  it  is 

muscles.   It  is  in  general  easy  to  detect  fluid  less  so,  the  sound  is  heard  as  if  deep  seated, 

in  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  when  the  Again,  if  the  stethoscope  be  applied  to  a 

quantity  is  pretty  considerable,  but  when  it  tumor  which   springs  from    the    posterior 

is   small  it  is  sometimes  more  difficult  of  walls  of  the  abdomen,  and  if  this  instrument 

discovery.     Percussing  the   abdomen   with  be  firmly  depressed  upon  it,  no  sound  what- 

the  finger,  while  the  hand  is  placed  on  the  ever  will  pass  through  the  stethoscope  to  the 

opposite  side,  is,  generally  speaking,  con-  ear.    We  have  verified  these  statements  in 

elusive  of  the   existence  of  fluid,  when  a  a  number  of  cases:  at  the  same  time  we 

peculiar  vibratory  fluctuating  motion  is  felt,  would  caution  you  only  to  use  this  plan  as 

When  there  is  much  fluid  present,  and  con-  an  auxiliary  means  ;  for  it  is  quite  possible 

Bequently  great  distension,  this  motion  is  that  it  might  be  indurated  intestine,  even 

felt  in  any  position  of  the  patient,  but  if  it  although  no  flatus  was  discovered  passing 

be  small  in  quantity  it  is  necessary  to^  place  through  it ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  bor- 

the  patient  on  his  back,  or,  if  he  be  strong  borygmi  are  heard  in  an  abdominal  tumor, 

enough,  in  the  erect  posture,  which  causes  the  evidence  of  its  intimate  connexion  with 

the  fluid  to  gravitate  to  the  lower  part  of  the  intestines  would  be  more  positive.* 
the  abdomen.     Mediate  percussion  with  the         It    is    sometimes    diflicult    to   ascertain 

pleximeter  is  also  of  considerable  value  in  whether  a  tumor  be  situated  above  or  below 

such  cases,  for  when  fluid  is  accumulated  in  the  abdominal  muscle,  more  particularly  in 

the  abdomen  a  dull  sound  is  produced  in  fat  persons.     When  an  abscess,  or  chronic 

the  situation  where  it  is  lodged.  In  doubtful  induration,  is  seated  in  the  interstices  of  the 

cases  the  diagnosis  is  rendered  more  certain  abdominal  parietes,  percussion  is  of  consi- 

by  changing  the  position ,  of  the  patient,  derable  value ;    for  unless  it  be  very  large 

Thus,  if,  in  the  horizontal  position,  aher  the  a  tolerably  clear  sound  will  be  elicited  if 

bowels  and  bladder  had  been  freely  emptied,  sufficient  force  be  employed ;  whereas,  if  its 

the   percussion  all   over  the  abdomen  was  origin  be  within  the  abdomen,  the  sound  is, 

clear,  while  in  the    erect    posture  it  was  in  every  case,  perfectiy   duU.    A   careful 

found  dull  inferiorly,  the  conclusion  would  examination  with  the  hands  must  also  be 

be  pretty  certain  that  the  cause  of  the  dull  made ;  for  in  the  majority  of  cases,  by  in- 

percussion  in  the  latter  case  was  fluid.  sinuating  the  fingers  into  the  abdomen  pretty 

In  encysted  dropsy,   or  tumors  of  the  deeply,  on  each  side  of  the  tumor,  its  deep 

abdomen,   there  is   always,  at  their  com-  seat  or  superficial  situation  may  be  detected, 

mencement,   a  distinct  swelling,   which  is  If  the  affection  be  seated  in  the  <;ellular 

generally  capable  of  being  defined  by  the  texture,   you  may  sometimes    be    able  to 

hands,  and  sometimes  by  ocular  inspection,  elevate  it  from  the  abdominal  muscles,  and 

and  its  shape   is   different  from  an  ascitic  ascertain  its  thickness.     This  method  may 

swelling.     In  percussing  a  tumor  of  this  he  employed  to  detect  depositions  of  fat  or 

kind  the  sound  is  always  dull,  and  the  fluid  serum  in  the  cellular  texture,  and  phleg- 

or  solid  not  being  able  to  change  its  place,  monous  inflammation  existing  there,  before 

as  in  general  effusion,  into  the  peritoneal  it  has  extended  much.     The  history  of  the 

cavity,  its  sphere  is  more  fixed,  or  limited  to  case    is    also    of   importance,   particularly 

a  particular  port  of  the  abdomen.     Some-  regarding  abscesses ;  for  those  which  are 

times,  however,  the  cyst  or  tumor  is  loose,  internal  are  generally  more  slow  in   their 

and  may  change  its  place  from  one  part  of  progress  than  those  which  are  external, 
tite  abdomen  to  another;   but,  in  tiiis  case,  ■mctstkd  deopby. 

it  does  not  take  the  level  of  gravitation,  or  <^^"  ^'  ,7!!  1  u    • 

descend  to  tiie  lowest  point  of  the  abdomen,        Mary  M'Nicol,  et.  46,  unmamed,  having 

as  in  ascites.     In  some  cases  also  an  oh-  had  no  children,  was  admitted  on  the  24th 

Bcurity  may   arise,  if  percussion  alone  be  of  March,  1840,  witii  the  following  symp- 

trusted  to ;  for  a  portion  of  intestine  may  toms.      Abdomen  is    very  much  swollen, 
cover  the  tumor,  and  from  this  a  clear  sound       ♦^^,444,  not  worth  while  to  make  a  separate 

may  be  elicited.     This  may  m  general  be  communication  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  here 

avoided  bv  depressinir  the  pleximeter  to  the  stated  that  we  have  lately,  in  two  or  three  cases, 

BTuiucu  uj  W5|/t      -^  .♦^«.u«.«^,«»  «»««.  ascertained  the  value  of  the  stethoscope  when 

level  of  the  tumor.    ^'^  f^^^^^^J  l^indfrthe'^iMn  determining  the  el^^^^ 

also  be  used  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  diagnosis,  of  calculus  during  the  process  of  sounding ;  and 

When   this   instrument  is  applied  to  the  the  superiority  of  this  situation  to  the  pubes, 

abdomen  in  iU  healthy  state,  &e  motion  of  {Sf.PjSoS;i?S«!g  ^^n^JflSr^^^^^ 

flatus  is  frequentiy  heard  in  die  regions  Jj^thMKope  &  ap^  to  Ihe  pub^  during  the 

where  the    intestines    arc    situated.     This  percussion  of  the  calculus,  the  sound  is  oommu- 

movement  is  sometimes  interrupted,  but  by  nicated  to  the  ear  through  the  m©dto  of  the 

moTcmcav  u  ouiucuui^^  y      '    ^^i  il  soft  DSrts  and  bones  of  the  pelvis ;  whereas,  when 

causing  the  patient  to  cough  it  generaUy  Jg^jSSuroeut  is  applieTover  the  Mi3s,the 

recommences.    When  the  abdomen  is  much  sound  is  communicated  by  a  metal,  which  is  a 

dbtended  with  serum,  it  is  not  heard  in  much  better  conductor. 


430  DR.  DAVIDSON'S  CLINICAL  LECTURES. 

measuring  forty  inches  around  umbilicus ;  support  her  strength.     Under  this  treatment 

not  yery  tense,  and  it  fluctuates  very  dis-  the  urine  increased  to  about  three  pounds 

tinctly.    The  right  side,  half  way  to  nm-  and  a  half  daily :  her  general  health  was  im. 

bilicus,  projects  somewhat  more  than  other  proved,  and  she  left  the  hospital  about  the 

?arts  of  abdomen,  and  feels  more  distended,  middle  of  May,  being  about  five  weeks  after 

s  much  troubled  with  cardialgia,  pyrosis,  the  operation,  without  any  appearance  of  the 

and  acid  vomitings;  complains  of  pain   in  regeneration  of  the  fluid  in  the  abdomen, 

epigastrium  and  Left  hypochondrium,  occa-  although  there  is  every  probability  that  it 

sionally  shooting  to  right  side.     Appetite  will  return. 

tolerable ;   bowels   regular ;    tongue  white ;  Remarks. — Upon  what  grounds,  then,  is 
skin  cool,  very    harsh    and  dry,   and  no  this  case  classified  as  one  of  encysted  dropsy, 
precipitate    is    thrown   down   from   it    by  for  in  several  of  its  general  characters  it 
heat  or  nitric  acid :    no  cough  :   percussion  resembled  ascites.     They  may  be  reduced  to 
and  sounds  of  chest  good.     States  that  she  the  following: — 1st,  The  irregular  shape  of 
flrst  observed  the  swelling  six  years  ago,  and  the  swelling,  and  the  tympanitic  sound  which 
that  it  has  since  gradually  increased,  and  has  was  elicited  from  the  left  inferior  side  of  the 
not  been  removed  at  any  time  by  treatment,  abdomen.     2d,  The  thickened  mai^g^  which 
Menstruation  is  regular.  was   discovered  surrounding  the    abdomen 
This  patient  was  treated  with  diuretic  pow-  after  the  fluid  was  evacuated,  and   the  Ap- 
ders,  composed  of  squills,  digitalis,  super-  peai-ance  of  the  serum,  which  differed  from 
tartrate  and  nitrate  of  potass,    along  with  the  ordinary  ascitesln  several  of  its  qnalties. 
pills  of  calomel  and  opium,  to  the  extent  of  3rd,  The  slow  progress  of  the  disease.    The 
salivation,  without  benefit.     The  following  irregular  shape  of  the  tumor  was  quite  dis- 
report  was  taken  on  the  14tfa  of  April: —  tinct  in  the  horizontal  posture,  aitfao«ig;h. 
Percussion  of  abdomen  completely  dull,  ex-  from  the  considerable  size  of  the  swelling, 
cept  at  left  side  inferiorly,  which  is  clear,  and  prominence  of  the  abdomen,  it  might 
and  at  the  junction  of  the  clear  and  dull  por-  readily  have  been  mistaken  for  ascites  on  a 
tions  there  is  a  distinct  line  of  indentation,  superficial  examination.     The  tympanitic  or 
Some  salivation ;    pulse  68,    soft,    weak ;  clear  sound  of  the  abdomen  on  the  left  side 
tongue  red  and  dry ;   bowels  pretty  open,  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
At  this  date   the  pills  were  omitted,   and  that  it  was  an  ascitic  accumulation,  for  in 
paracentesis  abdominis  was  performed,  and  this   disease  the   gravitation    of    the   fluid 
on   examination   of  abdomen  afterwards,   a  during  the  horizontal  position  of  the  patient 
thickened  or  hardened  ridge  or  margin  was  necessarily  renders  the  percussion  dull  in  the 
discovered  surrounding  its  cavity,  particularly  inferior  and  lateral  regions.     This  view  is 
on  right  and  left  sides.     Twenty-one  pounds  also  supported  by  the  existence  of  a  thick - 
and  a  half  of  serum  were*  evacuated,  which  ened  margin,  especially  at  the  lateral  parts  of 
was  colourless,  slightly  opalescent,  and  of  the  abdomen,   which   may  readily  be   ex- 
sp.  gr.  1008.     It  had  a  faint  saline  taste,  plained  by  taking  into  account  the  collapse 
was  almost  neutral,  and  a  scanty  precipitate  which  would  take  place  in  the  sac  after  the  eva- 
was  thrown  down  by  the  addition  of  nitric  cuation  of  the  fluid,  and  the  facilities  which 
acid,  indicating  a  little  albumen.     Nitrate  were  then  ofiered  for  ascertaining  the  thicknc55 
of  silver  caused  a  copious  precipitate,  but  of  its  parietes.  The  serous  fluid  evacuated  was 
none  was  produced  in  it  by  ths  addition  of  also  different  from  that  which  generally  exists 
chloride  of  carium.     Sulphuric  acid   occa-  in  ascites,  in  being  of  less  specific  gravity, 
sioned  an  effervescence,  and  the  derangement  colourless,  in  containing  so  little  albumen, 
of  a  gas,  which  produced  with  ammonia  a  and  such  a  large  proportion  of  common  salt, 
white  vapour.     An  exce^'s  of  tartaric   acid  We  would  not,  however,  lay  much  stress  on 
caused  no  deposit.     500  grains,  when  eva-  the  chemical  constitution  of  the  fluid,  for  we 
porated,  left  a  residue  of  7  5  grains   of  a  ai-e  not  in   possession  of  a  sufficiently  ex- 
salt,  which  seemed  to  be   almost  entirely  tended  series  of  facts,  connected  with  the 
chloride  of  sodium,  having    the  taste  and  chemical  constitution  of  dropsical  fluids,  to 
several  of  the  other  qualities  of  this  sub-  warrant  us  in  drawing  very  certain  conclu- 
stance.  sions  from   them ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
After  the  operation  of  tapping,  the  diure-  right  to  admit,  that  this  species  of  evidence, 
tic  powders  were  continued  for  about  a  fort-  although  not  so  certain  at  present  as  it  is 
night,  but  the  urine  being  still  below  the  likely  to  become  at  some  future  time,  is  a 
natural  quantity,  viz.  about  two  pounds  and  corroboration  of  the  other  symptoms.     The 
a  half,  they  were  omitted,  and  a  solution  of  slow  progress  of  the  disease  is  also  another 
the  acetate  of  potass  employed,  according  to  point  in  which  it  differs  from  ascites,  for  the 
the  fc^owing  formula : —  latter  is  much  more  rapid  in  its  progress,  and 
51.  Acet.  Potass.  Sj. ;  Aquas  Jviij.   Solve,  "accompanied  with  a  more  serious  deterio- 
Cap.  5i.  solutionis  ter  in  dtes.  '^^^'^   S^.  ^^  general  health,    than  what 

occurred  m  our  patient  during  the  six  years 

She  had  also  a  few  ounces  of  wine  daily  to  that  she  laboured  under  the  affection. 
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Cases  of  this  kind  are  by  no  means  com-  There  Is  now  no  fluctuation  ;   but  a  Ann 

mon,  and  areeren  more  rarely  met  with  than  slightly  moveable  tumor  exists,  fully  larger 

ovarian  dropsy  ;  but  several  of  this  descrip-  than  the  first,  but  not  painful  when  pressed : 

tion  have  been  detailed  .by  authors  :  and  Mr.  pulse  68,  moderate ;    tongue  pretty  clean ; 

Coulson  relates  a  case  where  the  cyst  adhered  some  nocturnal  sweatings ;  bowels  regular, 

to  the  abdominal  parietes and  several  of  the  This  patient  was  dismissed' about  the  bc- 

viscera.  ginning  of  May,  wi&  the  ulcerated  opening 

ABPOMINAL  TUMOR.  cicstrized,  but  the  hard  tumor  still  remained, 

Mary  Adam,  set.  24,  married,  having  had  hut  was   not    painful.     Her  strength   and 

one  child  about  three  years  ago,  was  admitted  general  health  were  greatly  improved. 

on  the  8th  of  March,  1840,  having  the  fol-  Remarks. — This  disease  seems  to  have 

lowing  symptoms : — Occupying  letl  lumbar  heen  in  a  somewhat  indolent  state  before  the 

region  of  abdomen  there  is  a  roundish  tumor,  patient's  admission  into  the  house  ;  for,  ac- 

which  projects  considerably,   is  about   the  cording  to  her  statements,  it  had  existed  for 

size  of  a  large  melon,  has  a  firm  elastic  feel,  ^^  months,  and  had  been  diminished  once 

and  is  the  seat  of  considerable  and  constant  o^*  twice  by  purgatives.    After  her  admission, 

pain,  which  is  very  acute  on  the  slightest  however,  it  increased  considerably ;   for  at 

touch.     No  stool  for  three  days,  and  bowels  ^^^  ^^^  i^  ^»  about  the  size  of  a  large 

are  habitually  constipated ;  tongue  whitish ;  melon,  with  little  prominency,  whei'eas  now 

appetite  pretty  good.     Affection  commenced  ^e  part  that  projects  is  about  the  size  of  the 

aiwot  two  months  ago,  and  ascribes  the  ^i^i  >i^d    on  pressing  the  fingers  on  each 

cause  of  it  to  constipation.     States  that  it  ^'^  of  the  tumor,  down  towards  its  base, 

has  twice  been  of  its  present  size,  and  was  which  appears  to  be  deep-seated,  it  feels 

diminished    by  purgatives.      Menstruation  nearly  as  large  as  a  child's  head.     It  seems 

regular ;  uterus  normal.  perfectly   encysted,  and  unconnected  with 

Abstrah.5x.  Sang. part. dolentcc.    Cap.  S^*^*''^?!^*'^^??*?^''^!^''^-^".!^ 

Ol.  RiSi.  5i.  c.  Submur.  Hyd.  gr.  v.  ^^^  *^  ^  ^^^.  ^?^^*  °V**  ^  "^^ 

^                         /      e  under  the  abdominal  muscles.     No  murmur 

March  16th. — Swelling  increased,  and  in-  of  flatus  h&s  ever  been  detected  in  it ;   we 

distinctly  fluctuates ;  has  frequent  perspira-  are  therefore  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not 

tions ;  bowels  regular.  immediately  connected  widi  intestinal  disease, 

19th. — ^Tumor  still  increasing,  and  there  and,  with  the  exception  of  constipation,  there 

is  some  throbbing  pain  felt  in  it ;  parietes  seems  to  be  nothing  abnormal  in  the  state  of 

thinner;  pulse  84,  soft;  bowels  rather  con-  the  bowels.     In  idl  probability  it  has  its 

stipated.  origin  in  the  cellular  texture  lining  the  left 

App.  CatapUis.  emoU.  lumbar  region ;    for  it  has  little  mobility  ; 

23rd. — ^Yesterday  about  six  ounces  of  thin,  whereas,   did  it  arise  from  the  omentum, 

brownish,  foetid  pus,  were  evacuated  from  mesentery,  or  other  moveable  organ  in  the 

tumor  by  grooved  needle  and  cupping-glass,  abdomen,  it  would  be  much  less  fixed  in  its 

This   morning   a  small  ulcerated   opening  situation.     It  has,  therefore,  all  the  charac- 

formed  near  wound  made  by  grooved  needle,  'crs  of  a  chronic  abscess,   viz.,   first  the 

through  which   19   ounces  of  similar  pus  chronic  induration,  then  the  gradual  soften- 

were  discharged.  Pulse  68,  moderate ;  tongue  m&»  prominency,  fluctuation ,  slight  throbbing 

dean,  moist ;   opening  closed  by  strap  and  V^^y  perspirations,  &c.     The  nature  of  this 

bandage.  case,  after  a  careful  analysis  of  the  symptoms, 

Ti  u  ri       •     -D    i.  IV  2*    •  J*  was,  therefore,  pretty  clear,  but  the  mode 

Hab.  Cerevis.  Fort.  lb.  li.  mdies.  r^    *.       ^  i     *^      •    j                 -j 

of  treatment  also  required  some  consideration. 

25th. — About  12  ounces  of  more  consis-  If  our  opinion  was  correct,  no  immediate 

tent  and  less  foetid  pus    were   discharged  risk  to  any  of  the  abdominal  viscera  would 

to-day    from    spontaneous    opening ;     less  be  the  result  of  opening  the  abscess ;  but  it 

swelling :  feels  stronger  :  pulse  80,  soft.  was  equally  obvious  that  a  free  incision  into 

April  2d. — This  morning  a  considerable  it,  by  admitting  the  air  into  its  cavity,  might 

quantity  of  pus  was  spontaneously  evacuated  excite  high  irritative  fever,  which  might  of 

from   opening :     pulse   72,   moderate ;    no  itself  be  highly  dangerous.      We  therefore 

sweating ;  tongue  white.  resolved  to  adopt  a  practice  which  we  have 

April  5th.— --Since  last  report  two  or  three  repeatedly  had  recourse  to  in  opening  chronic 
ounces  of  more  healthy  pus  have  been  dis-  abscesses  situated  in  other  paits,  and  also^ 
charged  from  opening  every  second  day,  and  in  discharging  puriform  matter  from  the 
there  is  now  no  fluctuation,  but  surrounding  joints,  viz.,  puncturijig  with,  a  grooved 
swelling  is  very  firm  :  pulse  84,  moderate ;  needle,  and  the  application  of  a  cupping- 
tongue  clean  ;  appetite  good.  glass.     This  plan  was  only  tried  once,  with 

13th. — Some  clean  serum  has  been  dis-  our  patient,  in  consequence  of  the  parietes 

charged  from  opening  for  the  last  two  or  of  the  abscess  having  ulcerated.     In  order, 

three  days,  and  probe  passes  into  it  perpen-  however,  to  approximate  the  trcatm'ent  as 

dicularly  to  the  depth  of  one  inch  and  a  half,  nearly  as  possible  to  the  plan  we  intended, 


432     MR.  CROMPTON  ON  CONGENITAL  OPACITY  OF  THE  CORNEA. 

the  opening  waa  carefully  secured  by  adhesive  0 
straps  and  bandagd  as  soon  as  the  matter 
was  evacuated.     Her  general  treatment  con- 
sisted of  occasional  purgatives,   wine,  and 

light  nourishing  diet,  to  support  the  strength.  _.^^^^._^^^ 

The  prognosis,  in  this  case,  of  the  ultimate  '^'MiTTMyA  \ 

result  is  certainly  unfavourable ;  for  though  M  >  \'   ^  * 

the  immediate  danger  arising  from  the  sup.  rpj^^g  j^  ^  drawing  of  the   yomiger 

purative  mflammation  has  been  got  over,  a  ^y,^  ^eh  eve      You  see  that  snotmatv 

hard  indolent  tumor    still   remains,   which    ^riu^    ^ *i.  ^    ^  xu  *^^    fm 

very  likely  may  suppurate  again  if  Liy  new  ^^^  V^i!f  ^"""^  ^^F^  ?^I^''  ^"^"^ 
irritation  be  excited  in  it  by  constipation  or  '"''L^fL^fi^^'  and  that,  at  the  upper 
other  causes,  or  even  without  any  assignable  E*"»  V^^'^  18  an  irregrulanty  m  the  out- 
reason  :  at  the  same  time  it  is  possible,  from  "°e  ^\  ^  ^^^^h  of  it  M  w  visible.  But 
her  youth,  that  it  maybe  absorbed,  provided  the  elder  boy  has  a  regular  pupil,  and 
she  carefuUy  attends  to  the  improvement  of  the  whole  of  his  cornea  is  cjuite  tran- 
her  general  health.  sparent,  saving  a  small  portion  of  the 

lower  part  of  it  at  its  junction  with  the 

ON  sclerotica,  and  I  am  not  sure  whether 

CONGENITAL  OPACITY  OF  THE  this  opacity  is  not  from  an  encroach- 

rTiuTsjir  k  ment  of  the  sclerotica  at  this  point,  and 

CUKJNILA.  ^  j.gg^jjj  ^£  ^jjg  irregular  line  of  union 

By  Ma.  S.  Cbomfton,  of  Manchestka.  of  the  cornea  and  sclerotica,  of  which 

_  I  have  already  spoken. 

Two  children  of  the  $ame  parents  bom  with  T^®  ^^^^\  W  can  see  well.     I  have 

opaque  comeoi.'-The  appearance  cf  the  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  exact  de- 

eyes  at  birth,  and  now.-^The  testimony,  g^ee  of  vision  which  the  younger  po»- 

Three  children  in  another  family,  sup-  sesses,  but  without  success.  When  he  is 

posed  to  have  been  bom  with  opaque  examining  any  object,    he  turns   his 

cornea.     These  cases  described  by  Mr.  eyeball  inwards  and  his  head  to  one 

Farar  in  1790.     Mr.  Middlemore,  sur^  side,  probably  in  order  to  present  as 

geon  at  Birmingham,   disbelieves  them,  much*  as  possible  of  the  pupil  towards 

An  examination  of  Mr.  Middlemore*s  it     Things  which  he  can  handle  he 

judgment.  puts  very  close  to  his  eye. 

So  far  I  have  attempted  to  describe  the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  present  appearances  of  the  eyes  of  these 

Sia,  two  brothers ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  I 

There  are  two  brothers  in  Manchester  shall  lay  before  you  the  testimony  upon 

who  are  commonly  supposed  to  have  which  the  simnosition,  that  they  were 

been  bom  with  opaque  comese.    The  °^"^  ^^^  ^^  their  right  eyes,  and  with 

elder  boy  is  eighteen  years  old ;   the  ^PB*^®  comece  of  the  left,  is  founded, 

younger  three ;  and  they  are  the  second  ,„*?"^  the  testimony  qf  the  mother.— 

and  tenth  of  a  family  of  ten  children  of  (Whom  I  have  known  seven  or  e^ht 

the  same  parents :  the  eyes  of  the  rest  y^*"»  and  can  perfectly  believe).     She 

being  perfect*.  states  that  on  the  day  after  he  was  bom, 

The  right  eyes  of  both  brothers  are  ^J^f  discovered  that  the  eyes  of  the 

staphylomatousj  the  staphyloma  being  ^?*^^'  ^^  ^^^se  tw^o  boys    were  "not 

much  more  prominent  in  the  eldest  "gJ^^-"     She  was  led  to  examine  them 

boy.  "y  observing,  when  he  was  asleep,  a 

Their  left  eyes  agree  in  the  following  prominence  of  the  upper  eyelid  ofthe 

particulars :— They  are  very  small,  and  rwht  eye.    On  looking  at  this  eyeball, 

soft  to  the  touch;  the  line  of  union  of  f°?  discovered  that  it  was  far  from 

the  sclerotica  and  comea  is  irregular,  ^^^^  a^  it  ought  to  be.     It  projected 

and  less  distinct  than  is  natural.    The  J*  thattime  as  it  does  now,  but  not  so 

irides  are  blue,  and  very  convex.    The  ^^' .  The  front  of  the  left  eye  waa 

eyeballs  are  wanting  in  plumpness  and  P*^y  covered  by  a  "  pearl."     This 

rotundity,  and  look  unfinished.  opacity  grew  thin  first  of  aU  at  the 

. . —  outer  edge  of  the  comea :  that  portion 

^wi?^?*K®°^^***°  ?'  ^^tJ^  ?'?**  ^^^  ^'^  o^it,  which  was  at  the  nasal  margin  of 

child  of  these  parents,  nothing  u  known.    The  *i,«  '    ,^„«     u^'             '^  "»«**"**"  6/"" 

child  died  within  a  few  hourfof  birth,  and  its  ^"®  comea,  being  the  last  to  gam  its 

eyes  were  not  examined.  transparency.      Her  surgeon  saw  the 
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eyes  on  the  same  day,  and  told  her  that  that  the  disease  was  congenitaL    There 

medicine  would  be  of  no  use  to  them.  was  no  redness  of  the  conjunctiva,  nor 

Since  the  birth  of  this  boy,  she  has  granular  state  of  the  eyelids.  I  thought 

always  commanded  her  nurse  to  look  at  the  case  so  remarkable  that  I  have  lie- 

the  eyes  of  her  other  children  imme-  ouently  called  upon  the  mother  to  see 

diately  after  birth,  to  see  if  they  were  the  changes  that  were  taking  place  in 

perfect.     The  third  child,  the  fourth,  the  eyes.    At  that  period  I  made  most 

the  fifth,  the  sixth,  the  seventh,  the  diligent  inquiries  respecting  the  pre- 

eighth,  and  the  ninth,  were  all  bom  vious  existence  of  inflammation,  and 

with  perfect  eyes :  the  tenth  was  not.  satisfled  myself  that  none  had  existed 

Her  tenth  delivery  was  attended  with  since  birth.  The  entire  cornea  of  the 
danger,  and  her  surseon  tarried  awhile  left  eye  was  densely  opaque.  The 
with  her.  Before  ne  left  the  house,  outer  edge  of  it  cleared  first  of  all. 
the  nurse  discovered  that  the  child's  Fifth,  Air.  Walker,  assistant  surgeon 
eyes  were  not  right.  They  were  shown  to  the  Manchester  Eye  Hospital,  tells 
to  him  immediately,  that  is  to  say,  not  me  that  this  is  the  case  to  which  he 
later  than  one  hour  after  birth.  He  alluded  in  the  following  quotation  : — 
gave  her  the  same  opinion  that  she  got  Purulent  Ophthalmia,  even  before  birth. 
respecting  her  eldest  boy,  viz.  that  me-  Bv  John  Walker,  Esq.,  Manchester. — 
dicme  would  do  no  good.  Most  posi-  **  Vou  will  probably  agree  with  me  in 
tively,  there  was  no  running  of  matter  thinking  that  this  disease  may  arise 
from  this  boy's  eyes ;  there  was  no  dis-  from  a  number  of  causes,  one  of  which 
charge  whatever ;  neither  were  the  eyes  may  be  some  such  secretion  as  that 
bloooBhot,  nor  were  the  eyelids  swollen,  alluded  to,  and  another  a  peculiar  con- 
As  to  the  elder  boy,  she  cannot  speak  eenital  predisposition.  This  extraor- 
confidently.  She  does  not  remember  oinary  case  I  will  state  a  little  in  de- 
that  matter  ran  from  his  eyes :  it  may  tail,  since,  as  fiEU"  as  I  know,  there  is  no 
have  done.  It  is  so  long  since  he  was  similar  one  on  record,  although  pro- 
bom  that  she  is  afraid  to  trust  to  her  bably  others  must  have  occasionally 
recollection.  occurred.  The  child,  when  first  brought 

Second,  Mr.  AUen,  late  house-sur-  under  my  notice,  was  six  months  old, 
geon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  the  mother,  a  very  intelligent  per- 
who  attended  the  lady  upon  the  oirth  son,  informed  me  that  at  the  time  of 
of  the  youngest  of  these  two  boys,  has  birth  its  eyes  exhibited  the  same  ap- 
very  kindly  given  me  the  following  pearances  as  were  now  observable.  Tne 
^rticulars: — ^He  saw  the  eyes  imme-  oisease  had  run  through  its  entire 
diately  after  birth,  and  distinctly  re-  course  previously  to  birth,  for,  accord- 
members  that  the  child  was  bom  with  ing  to  her  account,  there  was  no  puri- 
opaque  cornea.  He  met  Mr.  Barton  in  form  discharge,  inflammation,  or  mto- 
consultation  upon  the  case,  and  he  lerance  of  light,  noticed  at  any  time 
remembers  that  the  imperfect  develop-  subsequently.  The  cornea  of  one  eye 
ment  of  the  eyeballs  was  particularly  had  completely  sloughed,  the  eyeball 
remarked.  The  child  had  not  purulent  had  sunk,  and  of  course  not  theslightest 
ophthalmia.  vision  existed*.    More  than  one-half 

Third,  Mr.  Barton,  the  senior  sur-  of  the  cornea  of  the  other  eye  was 

geon  to  the  Manchester  Eye  Hospital,  o]>aque ;  through  the  remaining  tran- 

remembers  meeting  Mr.  Allen  in  con-  sparent  portion  a  part  of  the  pupil 

sultation  upon  the  youngest  of  these    

two  children.     He  considered  the  eye-  •  I  uw  tbia  child  for  the  first  time  when  he 

balls  to  be  imperfectly  developed  *,  and  ]J"  ^^  »  »«>*»>  jW ;  Mr.  Walker  when  he  wm 

* .X.    A    ^              u    f  ^t.  ^S..^^  *\.^*.  "*•    I  remember  distinctly  that  the  riirht  eye- 

from  the  testimony,  he  felt  assured  that  ball  was  iJarticularly  small,  and  that  none  of  the 

the  opacity  of  the  cornea  was  conge-  iris  was  visible  in  the  left  eye.    Since  that  time 

Yxifai  *^*  right  eyeball  has  grown  very  considerably. 

"f;  •      -      _            ,,-11  It  l^^s  not  been  a  mere  increase  in  site,  but,  as 

Fourth,   I  saw  the  boy  when  he  was  it  were,  an  evolution  of  an  eyeball.    Changes  are 

about  a  month  old.     I  had  no  doubt  continually  taking  place  in  it.     Although  the 

cornea  is  staphylomatous,  it  appears  that  there 

" ^  is  an  effort  to  restore  its  transparency.    Within 

*  Mr.  Barton  pointed  oat  to  me  a  case  from  the  last  month  or  two,  something  like  a  pupil 
Ripon,  in  Yorkshire,  in  which  there  was  a  like  has  become  visible.  It  was  first  observed  by 
imperfect  formation  of  the  eyeballs.  In  this  the  mother,  who  very  anxiously  watches  the 
case  the  eomea  was  transparent,  but  the  hug  changes  in  her  boy  *t  eyes.  These  circomstancei 
opaqae.  The  eyes  were  particularly  small,  and  countenance  Mr.  Barton*s  opinion  that  the  eye- 
it  was  said  that  the  child  was  bom  with  these  ball  had  been  developed,  not  in  atero,  but  arrested 
•ppcanncea.  in  its  growth. 

680.— xxvii.  2  F 
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could  be  discerned,  and  the  iris  and  "  About  three  years  after,  another 

comea   appeared   almost   in   contact,  child  was  bora  of  the  same   parents 

The  transparency  gradually  extended,  with    exacdy  the  same  appearances. 

and  more  of  the  pu^  became  accessible  Having  seen  the  progress  of  the  first 

to  light;  hence,  though  vision  was  very  case,  I  concluded  that  in  this  the  event 

imperfect  when  I  last  saw  the  child,  would  be  nearly  the  same,  and,  indeed, 

yet  it  appeared  to  be  gradually  im-  so  it  happened  in  much  about  the  same 

proving."  —  Braithwaite's    Retrospect,  space  of  time. 

voL  i.  p.  115,  taken  from  the  Lancet,  "  The  manner  m  which  the  comea 

Feb.  8,  1840,  p.  713.  acquired  its  transparency  was,  in  these 

Mr.  Valker  mentions  another  case  cases,  remarkably  curious;  the  external 

which  he  saw  on  the  second  or  third  edge,  first  growing  thin,   soon  ^  after 

day  after  birth.    Both  corae8B"were  became  clear   and  transparent;    and 

opaque    throughout,     and    unusually  after  this  m^ner  the  whole  surface  of 

large  and  pronunent,  so  that  very  little  the  cornea  brightened  up,  the  centre 

of  the  sclerotica  was  discernible.    The  being  the  last  spot  that  recovered  ite 

opacity  was  of  a  bluish  white  colour ;  transparency. 

there  was  scarcely  any  irritation  about  "  Two  years  ago  the  same  persons  had 

either  eye;  nothing  like  inflammation."  a  third  child  bora  with  the  same  ap- 

He  regarded  it  as  a  case  of  malforma-  pearances,  except  that  the  opaque  part 

tion,  and  he  says  that,  at  the  second  seemed  thicker,  and  that  a  short  round 

year,    the   comeee    were    "perfectly  ligament,  about  three-eigjhths  of    an 

healthy,  transparent,  and  of  normal  inch  long,  and  of  the  thickness  of  a 

g^  >t  probe,  arose  from  the  inner  part  of  the 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  npper  cvelid,  was  attached  to  the  in- 
more  conclusive  evidence  respecting  fenor  edjre  of  the  coraea,  and,  when 
any  congenital  disease  of  the  eyes  than  the  eyehd  lifted  up,  acted  in  some 
that  which  I  have  collected  respecting  measure  like  an  additional  muscle,  by 
the  younger  of  these  boys.  The  partly  raising  the  globe  of  the  eye. 
evidence  is  not  so  clear  conceraing  the  The  ligament  soon  began  to  waste,  and 
elder  boy  j  but  if  the  following  cases  in  about  three  weeks  ouite  vanished, 
be  trae,  it  would  seem  certaSi  that  "Fromhaving  seen  the  two  preceding 
several  children  in  the  same  family  instances  of  sight  restored,  and  from 
may  be  bom  with  opaque  comeee.  the  disappearance  of  this  hgament,  I 

thought  tne  opacihr  of  the  cornea  in 

An  account  of  a  very  uncommon  Blind'  this  child  too  would  soon  begin  to  give 

nesjsintheMyes  of  newly 'bom  Children,  way;   but  in  this  I  was  deceived;    a 

By  Mr.  Samuel  Farar,  Surgeon,  at  whole  year  having  elapsed  before  the 

Deptford.     Communicated  by  Mr.  smallest  alteration  took  place. 

Watson.    Read  March  2d,  1790  *.  .  <*  At  the   end  of  a  year,  the  child 

"  About  nine  years  since,  I  was  desired  seemed  to  be  much  diverted  by  passing 

to  see  a  child,  who  was  about  a  month  its  hand  perpetually,  with  the  fingers 

old,  and  apparently  blind,  having  the  extended,  before  its  eyes;  and  this  has 

comea  of  both  eyes  opaque,  so  that  not  heen  its  constant  amusement  finom  that 

the  least  of  the  iris  was  to  be  seen.  time.      The  opacity  has  slowly   di- 

"  My  opinion  was,  that  nothing  could  minished,  but  much  of  it  yet  remains, 

be  done  in  this  case,  and  that  the  child  "  The  child  is  now  two  years  of  a^e, 

would  for  ever  be  bhnd.  hut  as  it  can  find  its  way  about  the 

"Aboutamonthafterwardstheparents  house,  and  distinguishes  colours  and 
informed  me  there  was  some  alteration  different  objects,  by  holding  its  head  in 
in  the  child's  eyes,  and  requested  I  &  particular  direction,  I  think,  in  time, 
would  examine  them  again.     I  then  the  opacity  will  entirely  disappear." 
perceived  the  opacity  to  be  so  much  Deptford,  Feb.  ad,  iTW. 
lessened  that  I  could  faindy  discern  _            ,    ,           ,  .            , ,     , 
the  iris.    In  two  months  more  the  chUd       To  rec^itjilate  :--It  is  proved  by  the 
could  perceive  Ught,  and  from  that    clearest  tesfamony  that  m  the  younger 
period  the  sight  progressively  increased ;  ©i  the  two  children  whose  cases  I  have 
and  before  it  was  ten  months  old  the    described,    the    appearances    existed 
recovery  was  complete.  within  one  hour  of  birth,  and  that  there 
1 was  not  purulent  ophthalmia.    What 

*  Medictl  Cmnmimications,  vol.  3,  paye  463.  dearer    testimony    can    be    obtained 
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respecting  any  disease  of  the  eyes  being  the  literature  of  the  subject,  he  would 

consenitiu  ?  find  that  the  cases  (and  those,  perhaps, 

The  mother  was  led  to  examine  the  the  only  cases)  that  he  coula  adduce 

e^es  of  the  elder  boy  on  the  day  after  on  his  behalf,  are  disbelieved  by  the 

birth,  b^  observing  when  he  was  asleep  only  author  that  has  noticed  them — ^by 

a  prommence  of  the  eyelid  arising  from  the  writer  of  a  systematic  work,  whose 

the  staphylomatous  cornea.    The  sta-  province,  as  such,  is  to  pass  impartial 

phyloma  still  exists,  and  the  mother  decisions,  and  who,  being  a  self-elected 

says  that  the  eyeball  had  the  same  judge,  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to 

appearance  then,  except  that  it  was  not  have  recorded  the  cases  with  the  greater 

so  prominent.     Her  surgeon  saw  the  care  before  he  passed  judgment  upon 

eyes  on  the  same  day,  and  obviously  them. 

considered  them  to  be  incurable  by  These  remarks  lead  me  to  speak  of 

medicine.  the  origin  of  this  commtmication.  Until 

In  a  third  case  (Mr.  Walker's)  the  I  met  with  Mr.  Middlemore's  pungent 

child  on  the  second  or  third  day  after  remarks  upon  Mr.  Farar,  I  had  never 

birth  had  perfectly  opaque  comeae,  and  doubted  that  Mr.  Farar's  cases  were  of 

not  any  signs  Of  existing  inflammation,  the  same  description  as  those  I  have 

I  need  not  remark  that  it  is  impossi-  sent  you.    A  very  careful  examination 

ble  to  explain  the  last  two  cases  on  the  of  Mr.  Middlemore's  criticism  has  led 

supposition  of  their  having  arisen  from  me  to  state  the  following  particulars 

purulent  ophthalmia  after  birth.  whilst  they  are  fresh  in  my  mind,  not 

Instead  of  denoting  the  points  of  re-  with  the  expectation  of  establishing 
semblance  between  the  two  first  of  these  that  Mr.  Farar's  were  cases  of  con- 
cases  and  Mr.  Farar's,  I  must  devote  genital  opacity  of  the  cornea,  but  of 
the  remainder  of  this  communication  showing  that  there  is  nothing  unrea- 
to  an  examination  of  the  following  sonable  in  supposing  them  to  be  such, 
judgment  which  has  been  passed  and  that  Mr.  Middlemore's  decision  is 
upon  the  latter  by  Mr.  Middlemore,  of  hardly  warranted  by  the  facts  which 
Birmingham : —  were  before  him. 

"  The  occurrence  of  extensive  opacity  The  question  I  have  to  consider  is, 

of  the  cornea,  as  an  effect  of  purulent  whether  Mr.  Middlemore,  in  the  year  ' 

ophthalmia   of   newly-born     infants,  1835,  was  warranted,  as  a  critic,  in 

appears  to  have  led  Mr.  Farar  into  a  coming  to  the  conclusion  given  above, 

vertf  euritnu  bhmder.    In  a  paper  read  respecting  Mr.  Farar's  cases. 

before  the  Society  for  Promoting  Me-  1.  Mr.  Middlemore  states  that  Mr. 

dical  Knowledge,  ne  has  veiy  sineularly  Farar  has  erred  in  supposing  the  cases 

pointed-  out,  as  a  congenital  msease,  he  describes  to  be  congenital, 

what  I  conceive  to  have  been  a  mere  2.  Mr.  Middlemore  conceives   that 

effect  of  inflammation  *."     (Here  Mr.  the  appearances  resulted  from  purulent 

Middlemore  quotes  Mr.  Farar's  paper  ophthalmia  after  birth, 

verbatim,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  iecond  Mr.  Farar  gives  three  cases.    Of  the 

case.)  first  he  says  that  he  did  not  see  it  until 

Whether  congenital  opacity  of  the  it  was  a  month  old.    He  neither  says 

cornea  has  ever  occurred,  is  not  merely  that  the  disease  was,  nor  that  it  was 

a  question  of  curiosity,  but  one  of  prac-  not,  congenital.    Respecting  the  two 

deal  interest    Suppose  a  child  to  be  remaining  cases,  Mr.  Farar  positively 

bom  with  the   appearances    I    have  states  that  he  saw  them,  and  that  th^y 

described,  and  that  they  are  not  observed  were  "bom  with"  these  appearances, 

till  several  days  after  birth,  would  it  So  far  of  Mr.  Farar's  expressed  opi- 

not  be  very  natural  for  the  friends  to  nions.    Respecting  the  first  case,  I  see 

suppose   it  became  blind  whilst  the  nothing    whatever     to     countenance 

doctor  was  seeing  it  daily  ?    In  defence  Mr.  Middlemore's  assertion,  that  Mr. 

of   himself,   the    doctor   i^ight   urge  Farar  supposed  it   to  be  congenital, 

that  there  had  been  neither  purulent  But  to  proceed  to  the  two  remaining 

discharge  from  the  eyes,  nor  otner  signs  cases :  it  may  be  objected  that,  although 

of  present  inflammation;    yet,  if  he  Mr.  Farar  has  positively  said  that  they 

turned  to  his  own  experience,  and  to  were  congniital,  there  is  nothine^  un- 

- reasonable  in  supposing  that  his  belief 

•  Middlemore -Treatise  on  Diteates  of  the  nested  upon  the  testimony  of  others. 

Sye,  London  1835,  vol.  i.  p.  156.  Mark  the  constraction  of  Mr.  Farar's 
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xiArrative.     Of  the  first  case  he  taffs  inquired   at  the  time  whether   then 

that  he  did  not  see  it  until  a  month  appearances  did  not  arise  from  it, — a 

after  birdi,  and  does  not  $ay  that  the  conclusion  that  I  cannot  biin^  myself 

disease  was  congenital.    Of  the  second  to  admit ;    moreoyer,  it  woula   imply 

and  third  cases  ne  says  that  the  disease  that,  in  a  matter  of  testimony,  a  sur- 

was  congenital,  and  does  not  say  when  seon  living  fifty  years  afterwards  is  to 

he  saw  them.  How  is  this  *' opposition"  be   credited  before   the  most    distin- 

to  be  explained  ?     Respecting  the  first  guished  physicians  in  London  liyin^  at 

case,  I  take  it  that  Mr.  Farar  wished  the  very  tmie.    I  have  no  means  of 

the  reader  to  see  that  it  was  impossible  ascertaining  who  were  present  at  the 

I6r  him  to  say  whether  the  disease  was  Society  when  Mr.  Faru's  paper  was 

congenital  or  not,  because  he  did  not  read,  or  who  decided  that  it  was  worthy 

see  the  child  untU  it  was  a  month  old.  of  being  preserved ;  but  this  is  certain. 

And  if  Mr.  Farar  would  not  trust  to  that  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth  read  his 

the  testimony  of  others  at  the  end  of  well-known  essay  on   "  tne  dan^r  of 

one  month,  why  should  he  rely  upon  it  wounding  the  epigastric  artery  m  the 

at  the  end  of  two  or  three  days  ?  operation  of  tapping  for  ascites"   on 

Again :   Mr.  Farar  does  not  allude  the  same  evening  on  which  Mr.  Farar'a 

at  au  to  the  employment  of  medicines,  paper  was  read*.     Is  it  not  reasonable 

or  to  the  existence  of  inflammation,  or  to  suppose  that  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth 

of  purulent  discharge.  would  near  Mr.  Farar's  paper?  Several 

Again :  Mr.  Fan^s  cases  were  pub-  persons  died  in  London  about  this  time 
lish^  in  the  ''  Medical  Communica-  from  woimds  of  the  epi^tric  artery  in 
tions."  In  the  preface  to  the  first  tapping,  and  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
volume  of  that  work  are  the  following  fession  must  have  been  genendly  di- 
words: — "The  editors  of  this  work  rected  to  the  subject;  is  it  not  very 
having  formed  themselves  into  a  society  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  would 
for  promoting  medical  knowledge,  by  be  a  full  attendance  of  the  members  to 
collecting  and  publishing  such  papers  hear  a  paper  upon  such  an  important 
on  medical  subjects  as  they  think  subject,  and  written  by  so  distinguished 
worthy  of  being  nreserved,  now  offer  a  a  man  as  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth  ? 
volume  of  their  collection  to  the  public."  Notwithstanding  the  direct  assertion 
Mr.  Farar's  jiaper,  therefore,  was  con-  of  Mr.  Farar  that  the  two  last  cases 
sidered  by  this  society  worthy  of  being  were  congenital ;  notwithstanding  that 
preserved.  Here  are  the  names  of  some  it  is  implied  in  Mr.  Farar's  essay  that 
of  the  members  of  the  society:  Dr.  he  saw  the  children  immediately  after 
Carmichael  Smyth,  Dr.  S.  Foart  Sim-  birth;  notwithstanding  the  increased 
mons.  Dr.  Keir,  ph3rsician  to  St.  credibility  of  Mr.  Farar's  testimony, 
Thomas's  Hospital,  Dr.  John  Sims,  Dr.  arising  from  the  circumstances  under 
Bland,  Dr.  Osbixn,  Dr.  Douglas,  Dr.  which  his  paper  was  read  toy  and  pnb- 
Willan,  Dr.  Crawford,  Dr.  Bromfield,  lished  b^,  a  society  consisting  or  the 
Dr.  Gartshore,  Dr.  Gray,  Mr.  Pearson,  most  eminent  medical  men  in  I^ondon; 
of  the  Lock  Hospital,  Mr.  Hennr  Wat-  notwithstanding  the  incredible  particu- 
8on,  surgeon  to  Westminster  Hospital  lars  which  such  a  conclusion  involves^ 
(the  gentleman  who  presented  Mr.  Mr.  Middlemore  says  that  the  appear- 
Farar's  paper  to  the  society),  Mr.  ances  arose  from  purulent  ophthalmia^ 
Foi!d,**of  the  General  Dispensary,  Mr.  and  that  Mr.  Farar  made  a  '*  curious 
Cline,  of  St.  Thonuis's  Hospital,  &c.  blunder"  in  supposing  them  to  be 
I  need  not  say  to  you,  Mr.  Eoitor,  that  consenitaL 

these  are  illustrious  names :  yet,  illus-  Mr.  Farar  either  is,  or  is  not,  a  blun- 

trious  though  they  be,  if  Mr.  Middle-  derer.    I  earnestly  hope,  for  the  sake 

more's  jud^ent  be  sound,  they  are  of   the  eminent  men  that  would  be 

^lyr   pariicipators    of    Mr.    Farar's  implicated,    and   for   the   honour   ot 

"curious  blunder."    I  ought  not  to  say  medicine  in  Great  Britain  alter  the 

all  of  them,  for  that  woiud  imply  that  death  of  the  Hunters,  that  he  is  not ; 

the  most  distinguished  accoucheurs  in  but  that  he  will  be  found  to  be  the 

London  in  the  year  1790  (ten  years  first  who  has  described  an  exceedingly 

itfter^  the  pohlication  of  Mr.  W  are's  rare  form  of  ophthalmic  disease. 

treatise  <m  the  purulent  eyes  of  newly-  The  following  remarks,  which  I  have 

bom  children)   were   so   ignorant  of _ 

purulent  ophthalmia  as  not  to  have  ♦  Medical  Coaum^Hoitioiis,  voL i, p.  481. 
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translated  from  one  of  A.  Louisas  admi-  where  the  edge  of  the  orbit  forms  a 
rable  essays  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  sharp  and  prominent  ridge;  the  con- 
Royal  Acaaemy  of  Surgery  of  Paris,  bear  junctiva  will  have '  been  torn:  this 
so'  closely  u^on  the  latter  part  of  this  laceration,  and  the  ecchymosis  which 
communication,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  would  accompany  it,  would  be  enough 
soinstructive,  that  with  your  permission  to  make  a  man  who  has  had  but  little 
I  will  conclude  it  with  them.  They  experience  in  these  matters  believe 
prove  how  dangerous  it  is  to  attempt  that  the  eye  had  perished,  and  was 
to  reason  away  matters  of  fact.  Up-  necessary  to  be  taken  away.  Covillard 
wards  of  130  years  after  Covillard's  interposes,  and  succeeds  m  preserving 
book  was  published,  M.  Louis  has  to  this  organ.  He  had  no  oustacle  to 
defend  him  from  most  unjust  impu-  reunion  to  contend  with,  and  there  is 
tations.  They  are  taken  from  no  marvel,  continues  M&itre-Jan,  in 
*^M£moire  sur  plusieurs  Maladies  du  that  the  vision  was  not  at  all  dimi- 
Globe  de  TCEilj  oii  I'on  examine  par-  nished;  seeing  that  it  is  possible  that 
ticuli6rement  les  cas  qui  exigent  Pextir-  the  eyeball  had  not  been  oruised,  or  if 
pation  de  cet  organe,  et  la  m^thode  d'y  it  had  been  bruised,  it  was  so  slightly 
proc6der»."  that  no  part  of  the  interior  could  nave 

"  Proptosis,  or  the  complete  protru-  suffered  the  least  derangement, 

sion  of  the  eye  from  the  orbit,  presents  **  This    discussion   has   been   tran- 

so  great  facilities  for  amputating  the  scribed  in  modem  works,  with  a  perfect 

^lobe,  that  it  has  been  the  general  oelief  assent  to  the  opinions  of  Maltre-Jan. 

mat  there  cannot  be  a  case  in  which  The  motive  is    highly  praiseworthy, 

that  indication  is  more  urgent.    Covil-  Indeed,  we  ought  to  be  on  our  guard, 

lardf  says  that  he  was  cafled  to  a  man  and  weigh  the  accounts  and  practical 

who  had  received  such  a  violent  blow  facts  narrated  by  authors,  before  we 

on  his  eye  with  a  racket-ball,  that  the  put  our  entire  trust  in  them.    It  be- 

whole  circumference  of  the  eyeball  was  noveth  that  by  a  judicious  examination 

completely  thrust  out  of  the  orbit  One  of  them,  it  be  determined  whether  thev 

of  the  wounded  man's  kinsmen  had  got  are   reasonable,  and   consistent  with 

a  pair  of  scissars  to  sever  the  parts  oy  experience.    But    the   fact   given  by 

which  the  eye  remained  attached.  Our  Covillard  is  not  the  only  one  of  the 

authorvery  luckily  entered  just  in  time  sort:  we  read  in  the  observations  of 

to  stop  him :  and,  having  put  back,  Lamzwerde,  a  physician,  at  Cologne,  of 

says  he,  the  eye  into  its  place  as  judi-  a  cure  like  it  in  every  respect :  the 

ciously  and  promptly  as  he  could,  a  injury  was  occasioned  by  a  blow  with  a 

cure  followed.   The  pains  he  took  were  stick.  The  famous  anatomist,  Spigelius 

so  successful   that«the  wounded  man  (whom  we  cannot  suppose  capable  of 

was    healed  without    any  change   or  bein^  deceived  by  appearances),  with 

diminution  of  sight,  the  view  of  proving  tnat  the  nerves  are 

"  Antoine  MAitre-Jan   regards   this  loose,  and  tnat  they  can  be  stretched 

case  as  false,  but  that  it  was  founded  very  much,  mentions  the  optic  nerve  as 

on  a"  feet  of  which  the  circumstances  an  example,  in  the  recital  of  an  injury 

were  boastingly  exaggerated.    He  does  done  to  a  child  by  a  blow  with  a  stone, 

not  think  that  an  eye  completely  thrust  which  had  made  the  eye  protrude  so 

out  of  the  orbit  by  a  blow  (although  it  far  out  of  the  orbit  that  it  nimg  down 

held  by  some  muscles  or  membranes),  as  low  as  the  middle  of  the  nose.    A 

and  united  again  in  its  socket,  could  be  skilful  surgeon  took  charge    of   this 

containedthere,  grow  firm,  and  preserve  infant:    the  eye  gradually  reinstated 

its  functions.     After  having  examined  itself,  and  so  perfectly  that  no  deformity 

all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  ensued." 

refuted    without   consideration    evenr  After  mentioning  the   opinions    of 

thing  that  he  could  at  all  find  fault  Guillemeau,  Louis  gives  the  following 

with,  he  gives  us  those  points  of  it  remarks  by  the  anonymous  editor  of 

which  he  believes  to  be  the  true  ones :  the  fourth  edition  of  v  erduc's  "  Patho- 

the  ball  will  have  struck  him,  says  logic  de  Chirurgie,"  published  in  1710: 

MAitre- Jan,    upon  the  outer  canthus,  "  M^hen  the  eyeball  has  been  driven 

-  from  the  orbit  by  external  violence,  we 

•  M<in.  de  I'Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirnnc.  tome  V.  may  easily  replace  it  .therein,  but  we 

pp.  iM,&c.  Edit,  en  4to.  Paris,  1774.  ouj.)|t  ^ot  to  promise  to  be  able  to 

t  Observations  latro-Chlnirgiquei,  ob«,  xxvy.  *».     ..  ♦u--^  i..««i,  i—  *^  «.«^.«*.,« ;». 

Covillard  flooriahed  about  the  y«ir  1640.  retain  it  thcre^  much  less  to  preserve  its 
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fanctions ;  although  there  have  been,"  mining  whether  or  not  albntnen 

continues  he,  **  autnors  of  so  bad  faith  present.    The  fallacy  ~of  the  test  by 

as  to  vaunt  in  their  observations  of  failing  was  first  noticed  by  myself^, 

having  done  these  marvellous  cures,  and  published  in  the  Gulstonian  lectures 

such    as    Joseph    Covillard,    amongst  delivered  by  Dr.  Bright  (vide  Mki>. 

others,    a   surgeon    of    Montelimard,  6az.  for  June  1833,  page  379).     The 

whom  M.  Antoine,  surgeon  at  Mery-  explanation  there  given  was  only  ap- 

sur-Seine,  has  very  sagaciously  con-  plicable  to  specimens  which  became 

futcd  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  excel-  less  acid,  neutral,  or  even  alkaline,  by 

lent  treatise  on  the  eye  which  he  has  heat.    During  some  experiments,  how- 

lately  published:  for  all  these  narra-  ever,  which  were  subsequently  made 

tives  of  impossible  cures  are  no  more  by  Dr.  Barlow,  a  few  specimens  wei« 

regarded  by  true  judges  than  the  blus-  observed  which  yielded  a  deposit  ora 

tcring  of  the  wind."  being  boiled,  which  was  redissolved  by 

Louis  sums  up  by  Saving  that  "  this  nitric  acid,  the  urine  being  in  these 

authoi-'s  scepticism  ana  abuse  will  not  cases  decidedly  acid,  and,  moreover^ 

prevail  against  the  truth :    Lamzwerde  increased  in  acidity  by  boiling,  and 

and  Spigelius  narrate  facts  which  con-  the  deposits  on  examination  proving  to 

firm  that  which  has  brought  so  many  be  composed  of  the  earthy  phosphates, 

reproaches  upon  the  celebrated  surgeon  These  mstances  at  once  set  aside  the 

of  Montelimard." — I  am,  sir,  conclusion  that  if  urine  remained  acid 

Your  obedient  servant,  after  boiling,  and  coagulated  daring 

Samuel  Cromptox,  that  operation,  that  then  albnmen  was 

Burgeon  in  Ordinary  to  Heniliaw'i  present  j  for  here  were  acid  specimens 

^,  „     ^    Blind  Asylum.  aflfordinga  precipitate  by  heat,  composed 

71.  Groimior^St^Mwchester,  ^^  j^e  elrtfiy  phosphatif.             ^ 

__[ Upon  this  discovery,  the  strong  ne- 

nv  THR  cessity  of  using  both  nitric  acid  and 

ON  THE  htBt,  as  concomitant  tests  of  the  pre- 

DETECTION  OF  ALBUMEN  IN  THE  Bence  of  albumen,  became  still  more 

URINE.  evident,  and  both  are  now  considered 

indispensable  when  investigating  the 

albuminous  condition  of  urine. 

7\f  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  Another  reason  for  using  nitric  acid 

in  these  examinations  is,  that  albumen, 

^**»  when  existing  even  in  very  considerable 

Should    you   consider  the  following  quantity,  does  not  always  c<»gulate  by 

observations    sufficiently    interesting,  heat ;  for  specimens  of  urine  aie  not 

you  will  favour  me  by  inserting  them  very  uncommon  in  which  the  alkaline 

m  your  periodical. — I  am,  sir,  condition  is  such  as  to  prevent  precipi- 

Your  obedient  servant,  tation  by  this  test,  notwithstandfiig  that 

6.  O.  Rees,  M.D.,  &c.  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  produces  a 

Guildford  Street,  copious  deposit 

Nov.  ao,  1840.  From  wnat  has  been  premised  it  is 

The  important   nature    and  varied  evident  that  a  knowledge  of  the  acid 

relations  of  the  diseased  condition  of  °'  aUiabne    condition  of  any   given 

kidney  described  by    Dr.    Bright  as  Bpccimen  of  urine  can  in  no  way  assist 

existing  in  connection  with  coagulable  ^  ^^.  determining  whether  or  not  it 

urine,  have  rendered  it  a  matter  of  con-  cont^M  albumen,  by  applying  the  test 

siderable  interest   to  determine  with  ®[  heat  alone,  if  a  positive  result  be 

accuracy  the  existence  of  albumen  in  obtained ;    for  the  coagulran  may  be 

the  secretion.     It  is  not  very  long  ago  caused   by  the   earthy   phosphates  t, 

that  the  sole  fact  of  a  specimen  of  urine  «  This  reaction  wu  known  to  Dr.  Henry,  and 

becoming  opaque  by  boiling  was  con-  was  mentioned  by  him  Jn  bia  work  lon^  belbre 

sidered  as  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  ]^..J  ^^^JSZw^i  ^'nS  iS  ^ 

.  .            r  xi.  4.      •      1      •      •  1            ji  ginaiity,  tbougb  certainly  I  was  tbc  flrat  who 

existence  of  that  animal  principle  :  and  mentioned  the  Ikct  in  connection  with  this 

it  was  not  till  the  more  extended  obser-  ■object.                       -  ^,    ^ 

vations  of  Dr.  Bright  werepubUshedthat  m^^u^^STX^tSfi^^S^JlS. 

the  concomitant  testimony  of  coagula-  pw  40i. 

biUty  by  nitric  acid  and  by  heat  was  f^J^t^^^y^?^^^  JT^S  P«Tci|J«*ted 

:.«o;„«»A  ,«.v^.«    «--.                   r-j*  '"'™  nnnc  by  boding,  are  exactly  nmilar  to 

insisted  upon  as  necessary  for  deter-  albumen  in  appearance! 


ALBUMBN  IN  THE  URINE.  439 

whether  the  urine  be  alkaline  or  acid ;  not  failed  to  attack  the  important  dis- 
but  the  case  is  different  when  the  result  covery  of  Dr.  Bright,  by  declaring  that 
is  negativey  since  acid  urine  never  pre-  albumen  exists  in  many  conditions  be- 
vents  the  precipitation  of  albumen  by  sides  in  the  form  of  diseased  kidney 
heat,  though  alkaline  urine  may,  and,  which  he  has  described.  That  this 
therefore,  a  specimen,  if  shewn  to  be  may  be  the  case  is  certainly  not  quite 
acid,  and  not  coagulable  by  heat,  may  impossible ;  but  the  facts  which  have 
safely  be  declared  free  from  albumen,  as  yet  come  under  my  observation,  in 
This  fact,  if  borne  in  mind,  will  fre-  support  ofsuch  an  opinion,  have  proved 
quently  save  the  practitioner  much  to  be  as  imperfect  as  that  to  which  I 
trouble,  as  it  it  not  always  convenient  have  above  alluded,  viz.  that  patients  who 
to  carry  nitric  acid  to  the  bedside  of  a  take  copaiba  have  always  an  albiuninous 
patient.  condition  of  urine  induced.  This  state- 
Having  stated  the  fallacies  to  which  ment  has,  I  presume,  originated  in  the 
the  test  of  boiling  is  subject,  I  shall  fact  that  when  copaiba  has  been  taken 
proceed  to  those  which  render  imcertain  (and  more  especially  in  an  alkaline 
the  indications  afforded  by  nitric  acid,  vehicle )  the  urine  becomes  coagulable 
It  has  been  long  known  that  where  the  by  nitnc  acid;  at  least  I  have  i^und  it 
lilhates  exist  in  urine  in  excess,  that  so  in  four  consecutive  cases  which  I 
the  addition  of  a  small  quandty  of  a  have  examined,  and  the  cloudiness 
mineral  acid  will  occasion  the  deposit  produced  bore  a  great  resemblance  to 
of  lithic  acid;  but  this  is  almost  always  albumen,  and  might  be  easily  mistaken 
of  a  brownish  red  colour,  and  in  no  for  that  principle.  These  specimens, 
way  simulates  in  form  or  character  the  however,  were  not  coagulable  by  heat, 
precipitate  of  albtunen  as  produced  by  and  were  acid — a  fact  which  alone 
nitric  acid,  and  cannot  well  be  mistaken  might  have  assured  the  observer  that 
for  it.  I  mention  the  fact,  however,  as  albumen  was  not  present.  As  some 
mrt  of  the  history  of  the  subject  fiirtherhistory  of  this  condition  of  urine 
Kitric  acid  is  frequently  used  to  dis-  may  be  interesting,  I  will  briefly  relate 
cover  whether  the  precipitate  afforded  some  observations  which  I  made  with 
by  heat  be  albumen  or  not,  by  adding  a  view  of  proving  completely  the  ab- 
it  to  the  still  w^arm  liquor  containing  sence  of  albumen,  and  of  ascertaininfi^ 
the  coagulum  obtained  by  boihng.  In  the  cause  of  the  precipitate  obtained 
these  cases,  even  if  the  precipitate  be  by  nitric  acid. 

albumen,  it  is  occasionally  lost  sight  of        Four  specimens  of  urine  from  patients 

by  the  uninitiated  experimenter,  and  takinc;  copaiba  were  similarly  treated 

supposed  to  be  dissolved,  though,  in  as  follows : — 

reality,  it  remains  suspended.      This        1.  They  were  found  acid  on  being 

mistake  arises  in  one  of  two  ways ;  tested  by  litmus  paper, 
either  the   flocculi    (which  generally        2.  Heatto  theboiiingpointoccasioned 

become  darkened  or  corrugated)  are  no  opacity. 

carried  up  into  the  froth  occasioned  by        3.  Nitric  acid  caused  a  distinct  clou- 

the  effervescence  which  occurs  on  the  diness.     In  two  of  the  four  specimens 

addition  of  nitric  acid  to  the  heated  it  was  of  a  very  dense  character.    The 

urine,    or    these    corrueated    flocculi  specimens  so  tested,  when  set  aside, 

(when  the  effervescence  nas  not  been  however,  for  twenty-four  hours,  w^ere 

60  strong)  remain  in  their  altered  con-  found  not  to  have  cleared  above  by  the 

dilion  in  the  fluid,  and  are  entirely  subsidence  of  the  precipitate, 
overlooked  by  a  careless  or  hurried  ex-        4.  Acetic  acid  caused  a  very  slight 

perimenter.    I  should  not  have  men-  cloudiness,  which  was  not  increased 

tioned  these  sources  of  error,  which  by  the  addition  of  a  solution  of  the 

might  naturally  be  considered  impro-  ferrocyanuret  of  potassium, 
bablci  but  that  I  have  more  than  once        5.  Ether  digested  for  two  days  on 

had  occasion  to  observe  their  occur-  these  specimens  of  urine  was  found  to 

rence,  and  that  too  in  the  hands  of  have  dissolved  out  a  substance  (appa- 

practitioners  not  altogether  unused  to  rently  resinous  in  character)  smelling 

the  test  tube  and  spirit  lamp.      The  strongly  of  copaiba,  and  the  urine,  on 

last  source  of  fallacy  that  I  shall  men-  being  tested  after  having  undergone 

tion  is  one  which  has  led  to  one  of  those  this  cleansing,  was  found  to  have  lost 

loose  unsupported  assertions  in  which  the  property  of  becoming  clouded^  on 

our  profession  abounds,  and  which  have  the  addition  of  nitric  acid. 
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Jt  may  be  well  to  mention  that  spe-  cated  from  the  mduded  ttnictai^M  not 
cimens  of  urine  of  this  kind,  if  they  being  an  essential  point  for  considem- 
contained  earthy  phosphates  in  abun-  tion.  Taking  this  view,  then,  if  we 
dance,  would  afford  precipitates  both  place  the  smooth  end  of  a  solid  cylinder 
by  nitric  acid  and  by  heat,  and  lead  of  wood  upon  the  surface  of  the  chest» 
many  to  the  conclusion  that  albumen  and  apply  the  ear  to  the  other  extremity, 
caused  the  reactions.  I  am  at  present  every  molecule  of  the  wood  will  assume 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  as  to  the  ex-  a  vibratory  movement,  and  thus  aounda 
istence  of  other  resinous  substances  in  produced  in  the  chest  will  be  propa* 
the  urine,  which  may  tend  to  invalidate  gated,  more  or  less  modified,  to  the  car 
the  nitric  acid  test,  and  shall  take  an  of  the  observer.  HencC  a  simple  un- 
early  opportunity  of  publishing  the  perforated  wooden  cylinder  becomes 
results.  I  vnsh,  however,  to  state  here  an  excellent  stethoscope,  and  if  care  be 
that  specimens  of  urine  which  I  ob-  taken  to  choose  a  cylinder  in  which 
tained  from  five  individuals,  who  were  the  fibres  run  as  neariy  as  possible  in 
taking  guaiacum  resin,  have  afforded  a  direction  parallel  to  the  long  axia, 
no  reaction  with  nitric  acid.  we  can  scarcely  wish  for  a  better 
instrument ;  the  only  conditions  ne- 
cessary for  its  successful  application 
OBSERVATIONS  being  the  accurate  approximation  of 
ON  THB  one  end  of  the  piece  of  wood  to  the 

T^rTfv^^LTn^^^^  Sar^L'orm^^^^^^^ 

EMPLOYMENT    OP    A    STETHO-    cylinder  may  be  presumed  to  be  com- 

SCOPE  WITH  A  FLEXIBLE  TUBE,    posed,  should  be  thrown  into  a  state  of 
^    ^  ^        ^r^  t^  XM  acoustic  vibration  of  equal  intensity. 

By  GoLDiNO  Bird,  M.D.  A.M.  ^^  simultaneously  with  each  other. 

Member  of  the  Royml  Collen  of  Fhytidaut ;  ^    r.tr1in<1«*r  nf  unMA    mi^bd  ihav  h^ 

Lecturer  on    Medical    Physics    ftt    Guy»«         ^  cylinaer  OI    SOUQ   meiai  may   DC 

Hoq>iUl;  tnd  Pbyiidan  to  the  Finabary  substituted  for  one  of  wood  m  the 
DiepeuMry.  construction  of  a  solid  stethoscope,  but 
IFbr  the  London  Medical  Vds^te,"]  certainly  without  advantage ;  for  in 
____  addition  to  many  other  sources  of  in- 
convenience, it  will,  from  the  pressure 
It  would  be  no  slight  labour  to  account  exerted  by  its  mere  weifi^ht  upon  the 
for  the  principles  dictating  the  various  surface  of  the  chest,  tend  materially  to 
constructions  of  the  stethoscope,  from  damp  those  vibrations  which  it  is  in- 
the  time  of  the  discovery  of  auscultation  tended  to  propagate  to  the  ear;  and, 
by  Laennec,  to  the  present  period ;  nor  moreover,  whilst  the  conducting  powers 
is  it  certain  that  an  investigation  of  of  tin,  silver,  cast  iron,  brass,  <:opper| 
this  kind  would  be  worth  the  trouble,  and  hammered  iron,  for  sound,  are  re* 
as  it  is  by  no  means  veir  evident  that  spectively  as  the  numbers  7*5, 9*0, 10*0^ 
every  variety  of  the  valuable  instru-  10'5, 12*0,  and  17*0,  that  of  wood  varies, 
ment  alluded  to  has  been  based  upon  according  to  the  direction  of  its  grain, 
any  definite  scientific  principle.  It  is,  from  11.  to  17.  Hence,  imder  its  most 
however,  evident  that  the  stethoscope  unfavourable  state  for  aidine  the  pro- 
must  act  in  one,  or  both,  of  two  ways,  pagation  of  sound,  it  excels  brass  as  a 
in  conveying  to  the  ear  the  sounds  conductor,  and  in  its  best  state  equals 
produced  during  the  process  of  healthy  hammered  iron, 
and  abnormal  respiration,  viz.,  the  In  the  second  case,  in  which  the 
sonorous  vibrations  must  be  propagated  stethoscope  is  supposed  to  act  by  a 
from  the  sides  of  the  chest  to  the  ear,  series  of  alternate  condensations  and 
through  the  sohd  material  of  which  dilatations  produced  in  the  column  of 
the  instrument  is  composed;  or  through  air  contained  in  the  centre  of  the  in- 
the  column  of  air  contained  in  its  strument,  there  are  certain  conditions 
centre,  or,  lastly,  through  both  these  to  be  observed  to  insure  the  successful 
media  at  once.  To  enable  us  to  appre-  application  of  an  instrument  acting  in 
date  these  three  cases,  it  is  only  neces-  tnis  manner.  The  margin  of  the  corneal 
sary  to  assume  that  any  ^ven  portion  cavity  at  the  end  of  the  stethoscope 
of  the  surface  of  the  chest  is  a  vibrating  must  be  applied  as  accurately  as  pos- 
plane;  the  particular  manner  in  which  sible  to  the  surface  of  the  chest,  so  that 
the  acoustic  vibrations  are  communi-  the  full  effects  of  the  vibrating  surfooe 
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on  which  it  is  placed  may  be  ekerted  undoubtedly  the  simpler  the  construe- 
on  the  base  of  the  column  of  air,  in-  tion  the  better:  it  should  be  constructed 
eluded  between  the  thoracic  parietes  at  of  one  piece  of  light  wood,  in  the  man- 
one  end,  and  the  ear  of  the  observer  at  ner  recommended  by  Dr.  Billing,*  ex- 
the  other.  It  is  obvious  that  in  the  cepting  that  the  ear-piece  should  be 
stethoscopes  generally  emploved  we  rendered  very  slightly  convex,  and 
can  in  no  case  have  the  complete  and  somewhat  larger  than  he  has  sugeested. 
simple  effect  arising  from  the  oscillatory  One  of  the  length  of  four  inches,  having 
movements  in  the  included  column  of  a  cup-shaped  cavity,  with  a  carefully- 
air  exerted  on  the  ear,  for  a  series  of  rounded  margin  an  inch  in  diameter  at 
acoustic  vibrations  will  be  propagated  one  end,  the  other  extremity  being 
along  the  solid  sides  of  the  instrument,  slightly  convex,  and  about  two  inches 
andthustwoseriesof  sounds,  traversing  in  diameter,  possesses,  in  addition  to 
different  media,  will  reach  the  ear,  con-  its  extreme  portability,  every  advantage 
stituting  the  third  mode  in  which  a  which  a  solid  stethoscope  can  offer, 
stethoscope  mav  be  supposed  to  act.  Nothing  exceeds,  or  even  equals,  the 
On  a  superficial  view  it  might  be  pre-  simple  application  of  the  naxed  ear  to 
sumed  that  the  fact  of  having  two  con-  the  chest  for  all  purposes  in  which  the 
ducting  media  in  a  stethoscope  would  examination  of  sounds  over  an  extended 
not  be  without  its  valde,  and  indeed  it  surface  is  alone  required  *,  the  stethos- 
has  been  asserted  that  we  have  air  in  cope  being  only  necessary  for  the 
the  centre  of  the  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  localising  sounds,  and,  for 
conducting  of  sounds  produced  by  the  appreciating  those  depending  upon 
vibrations  of  elastic  fluids  within  the  impulse,  a  simple  cylinder  of  wood  will 
chest,  and  wooden  sides  for  the  purpose  answer  just  as  well  as  a  perforated 
of  conveying  the  sounds  emanating  instrument. 

from  the  sblia  structures.    These  ideas  For  the  isolation  of  all  the  sounds 

are  too  absurd  to  require  refutation,  for  generated  during   respiration,  or  the 

from  whatever  source  the  acoustic  vi-  action  of  the  heart,  wnether  in  health 

brations  first  arise,  and  through  what-  or  disease,  no  form  of  stethoscope  can 

ever  media  they  move  before  reaching  equal,  for  convenience  of  application, 

Che  parietes  of  the  chest,  they  all  ulti-  as  well  as  for  permitting  the  due  ap- 

mately  produce  the  effect  of  throwing  preciation    of  sounds,  one   furnished 

the  latter  into  vibration ;    and  it  is  with  a  flexible  tube,  providing  it  be  so 

these  which  the  stethoscope  can  alone  arranged  as  to  permit  the  acoustic  vi- 

convev  to  the  ear.  brations  to  be  propagated  to  the  ear 

It  is  very  evident  that  unless  the  throug:h  the  column  of  air  it  includes, 

acoustic  vibrations,  propagated  through  For  this  purpose  Dr.  Clendinning,  and 

Che  central  column  of  air,  and  the  soBd  I  have  been  informed  also,  Dr.  Stroud, 

sides  of  a  wooden  stethoscope,  do  occur  have  for  some  time  past  employed  the 

simultaneously,  and  impinge  upon  the  common  snake  hearing-trumpet.    This 

membrane  of  the  tympanum  in  similar  instrument  is  much  longer  than  is  ne- 

places,    interference   of   sound   must  cessary,  and  hence  is  inconvenient  in 

occur,*  and  thus  the  sound,  eventually  application,  as  well  as  from  its  diminish- 

audible,  differs  from  that  we  should  ing  the  intensity  of  sound  by  causing 

hear  providing  a  solid  or  aerial  medium  it  to  traverse  an  unnecessarily  long 

Alone  existed  between  the  ear  and  the  column  of  air :   the  little  tube  intro- 

walls  of  the  chest.     "When  we  also  duced  into  the  meatus  is   also  very 

recollect  the  impracticability,  in  many  disagreeable  in  practice,  and  not  un- 

instances,  of  applying  the  edges  of  the  frequently  productive  of  pain  and  un- 

conical  cavity  of  the  stethoscope  accu-  easiness  to  those  using  it. 

rately  to  the  sides  of  the  chest,  on  The  following  is  a  description  of  the 

account  more  particularly  of  the  incon-  modification  of  this  instrument,  which 

venient  position  in  which  the  head  has  I  have  for  some  time  employed,  and 

often  to  l)e  placed  in  using  a  rigid  and  which  I  am  anxious  to  recommend  to 

inflexible  instrument,  we  see  another  the  notice  of  my  professional  brethren, 

aource  of  loss  of  sound.  as  one  which  wlu  be  found  most  con- 

If  a  wooden  stethoscope  be  preferred,  venient  in  practice.    The  end  which  is 

applied  to  the  chest  consists  of  a  thin 

.  *  Vide  Elements  of  Natund  Philosophy,  1839,  ^  «^    .  ,     ^  „^  ..•  ^  *,.  .j  ^i4i««  «  .^4 

y.  ]  39.  *  Pnnciplcfl  ,of  Medicine,  third  edition,  p.  xtii. 
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cup  of  ebony,  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  with  safety,  the  physician  can  examine 
carefully  rounded  at  its  edges:  a  flexible  the   state    of   tne  respiratory   oigans 
tube,  from  sixteen  to  twenty  inches  in  without  risking  his  patient's  safety  by 
length,  formed  of  a  spiral  iron  wire,  raising  him,  or  his  own   comfort  by 
covered  with  caoutchouc,  and  bound  placinghimself  in  a  position  parallel  to 
tightly    round    with    silk    or    velvet,  that  of  the  poor  sufferer  whose  oondi- 
having  an  internal  diameter  of  about  tion  he  is  attempti^g  to  alleviate. 
one-fourth  of  an  inch,  is  fixed  into  the  It  is  perfectly  true  that  by  aid  of  the 
apex  of  this  cup :   the  other  end  of  the  instrument   wnich    I    now    take    the 
tube   is    cemented   into  a  perforated  liberty  of  recommending  to   the  pro- 
ebony  ball,  on  the  top  of  which  is  fession,  certain  sounds  of  the  heart, 
screwed  a  slightly  concave  plate  of  depending  upon  impulse,  are  not  so 
ivory  two  inches  in  diameter,  also  per-  perceptible  as  by  means  of  the  solid 
forated  in  its  centre.  stethoscope*  and   in   these  cases   the 
When  this  instrument  is  used,  the  latter  instrument,  or  the  naked  ear, 
ebony  cup  should  be  held,  between  the  should  be  employed.    This,  however, 
fingers  and  thumb  of  one  hand,  against  so  far  from  bem^  an  objection,  rather 
the  walls  of  the  chest,  and  thus,  with  adds   to    the   utility  of  the    flexible 
the  utmost  facility,  and  without  produc-  stethoscope,  for  by  isolating  impulse 
ing  unnecessary  pressure,  a  tolerably  from  sound,  I  am  quite  convmcea  that 
air-tight  approximation  is  effected.  The  certain  soft  murmurs  existing  in  some 
ebony  ball  at  the  other  end  should  be  states  of  cardiac  disease,  scarcely,  or 
held  in  the  other  hand,  and  the  ivory  not  at  all,  audible  when  the  solid  ste- 
plate  closely  applied  to  the  ear.    In  thoscope  is  employed,  become  very  dis- 
this  manner  we  nave  a  column  of  air,  tinct  when  the  attention  becomes  con- 
bounded  at  one  extremity  by  the  vi-  centrated  on  the  sound  alone  by  means 
brating  surface  of  the  chest,  and  at  the  of  the  flexible  instrument.  I  have  been 
other  by  the  membrana  tympani,  which  much  gratified  by  finding  that  my  own 
thus  becomes  placed  in  the  position  experience  has  been  supported  by  that 
most  favourable  for  assuming  vibrations  of  others,  and  that  the  flexible  stethos- 
throughout  its  whole  extent.*     The  cope,  with  the  flat  or  slightly  concave 
cup  of  ebony  has  its  vibrations  damped  ear-piece,  which  I  first  used  at  Guy's 
by  the  pressure  of  the  fingers  graspmg  Hospital  in  last  June,  is  now  employed 
it,  whilst  the  covering  of  silk  or  velvet  by  many  practitioners    for   the    verv 
performs  a  similar  office,  with  sufficient  reasons  to  which  I  have  above  alluded 
accuracy,  for  the  spiral  wire  forming  ^2,  Wilmington  Square, 
the  tube  of  the  mstrument,  whilst  from  Dec.  sth,  IS40. 
the  convenient  position  in  which  itie 
physician  can  place  himself  with  regard 


!^™t-  ^  ^  A^    ^^^^^l  ^"^  NEW  METHOD  of  CURE  for  SHORT- 
approximation  of  the  end  of  thestethos-  QTrHTFT^vif  cq 

cope  to  the  sur&ce  of  the  chest  may  blOHTEDNESS. 

be  effected.    In  addition  to  this,  the  

of  the  tube,  and  thus  we  can  auscultate  ^^^ 

the  sides  and  back  of  the  chest  by  a  When  my  ''account  of  a  new  method 

verjr  slight  movement  of  the  body  of  a  of  curing  short-sightedness  "  appeared 

jMitient  whilst  in  the  recumbent  posi-  in  your  journal  of  ^August  28th,  1840, 

tion.    Indeed,  no  one  can  very  well  I  attended  a  gentleman  for  an  oph^- 

appreciate  the  convenience,  or,  if  I  almic  complaint,  who  was  at  the  ■nt^f' 

may  be  allowed  the  expression,  the  time  affected  with  a  considerable  degree 

luxury,  arising  from  the  use  of  an  in-  of  myopy.      As  this  defect  of  his  eyes 

strument  of  this  kind,  except  those  had  always  been  very  annoying  to  him, 

engaged  in  Dispensary  practice ;    for  he  was  happy  to  hear  that  there  was  a 

when  called  upon  to  visit  a  patient  cure  for  it,   and  after  having  perused 

lying  on  the  floor,  or  on  a  low  and  the  above-mentioned  account,  m  your 

miserable  bedstead,  in  too  debilitated  a  journal,  he  lost  no  time  in  giving  it  a 

state  to  be  raised  into  the  erect  position  trial.    As  this  is  the  first  case  in  which 

i- Professor  Bcrthold's  method  was  cm- 

«  Mailer's  Phyriolofy,  by  BiOly,  p.  UM.  ployed,   I  hope  you  will  excuse  the 
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rather  long  account ;  an  early  insertion  inner  margin  did  not  incline  forwards 

of  which  in  your  valuable  journal  will  or  towards  the  cornea,  which  is  said  to 

greatly  oblige,  sir,  be  the  case  in  some  myopic  eyes,  and 

Your  obedient  servant,  to  be  a  sien  of  too  great  a^convexity  of 

Aug.  Franz,  M.D.  the  lens.  No  di^rence  existed  in  the  de- 

1,  Golden  Square,  Dec  4, 1640.  gree  of  near-sightedness  of  both  eyes. 

Mr.  J.  W ,  aged  24,  of  rather  a  The  power  of  »ljustment  was  not  want* 

scrofulous  diathesis,  having  never  ingi  &8  was  proved  by  the  circumstance 
been  affected  witli  inflammation  or  any  that  the  patient  used  the  same  glasses 
other  disease  of  the  eyes,  enjoyed  a  per-  for  seeing  distant  and  near  objects,  and, 
feet  sight  up  to  the  12th  year  of  his  age,  moreover,  that  he  could  read  common 
when  he  first  perceived  that  distant  print  by  means  of  the  glasses  at  a  dis- 
objects  appearea  to  him  less  distinct  tance  of  five  and  sixteen  inches,  almost 
than  they  previously  had  done.  During  equally  well ;  but  it  appeared  that  the 
his  education  at  school  this  condition  power  of  adjustment  did  not  properly 
of  the  eyes  became  gradually  worse,  accommodate  itself  to  the  quantity  of 
until,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  refraction  in  the  transparent  media  of 
confirmed  myopy  established  itself,  the  eye.  The  myopy  in  this  case  was, 
which  obliged  him  to  have  recourse  to  therefore,  merely  want  of  proper  rela- 
a  pair  of  weak  concave  glasses.  Being  tion  in  the  visual  apparatus,  as  it,  in 
much  devoted  to  study,  and  always  ^^ujt,  alwa^  is,  when  the  power  of  ad- 
holding  the  book  in  reading  very  near  justment  is  still  present  in  the  myopic 
the  eyes,  and  likewise  neglecting  to  pay  eye.  The  slight  degree  of  weakness  of 
proper  attention  to  his  generd  health.  Bight,  on  the  contrary,  was  an  actual 
caused  him  during  puberty  to  suffer  disease  of  ^he  sensitive  part  of  the  eye 
preatly  from  a  sensation  of  fulness  in  or  the  retina,  which  was  deficient  in 
his  eyes,  which  had  for  its  consequence  energy  and  continuance  of  action.  The 
a  temporary  intolerance  of  light,  a  slieht  two  complaints  were,  as  is  evident,  of 
weakness  of  sight,  and  a  more  rapid  m-  distinctly  different  nature,  although 
crease  of  the  myopy,  for  which  he  both  derived  their  origin  from  the  same 
thought  the  use  of  more  powerful  glasses  causes.  These  were,  an  improper  ma- 
would  be  the  best  remedy.  He  there-  nagement  of  the  visual  functions ;  an 
fore,  in  his  16th  year,  changed  his  first  over-cxertion  of  the  visual  organs  by 
pair  of  glasses  for  a  higher  power,  but  constant  study ;  a  too  early  and  inju- 
finding  after  some  time  that  these  also  didous  selection  and  use,  and  a  too  fre* 
refused  to  aid  his  sight  sufficiently,  he  q^ent  change  of  glasses ;  and  lasdy, 
changed  them  again,  and  this  he  was  reelect  of  the  general  health,  and  espe- 
for  the  same  reason  necessitated  to  do  cially  of  counteracting  the  detennina* 
at  three  different  times,  so  that  the  last  ^on  of  blood  towards  the  head  during 
glasses  were  double  concaves  of  six  the  time  of  puberty.  From  what  has 
mches  focal  length,  which  he  was  in  *>een  said,  it  may  be  concluded,  I 
the  habit  of  wearing  constantly.  think,  with  tolerable  certainty,  that  the 

There  was  no  ground  for  supposing  niyopy,  at  least  in  this  case,  was  not  an 

that  this  gentleman's  eyes  were  here-  hereditary  malformation    of  the  eye, 

ditarily  predisposed  to  this  defect,  as  which  many  ophthahnologists  maintain 

he  assured  me  that  neither  his  parents,  it  always  is,  and  as  such  may  either  be 

brothers,  or  sisters,  had  ever  been  af-  remedied,  or  made  permanent,  by  a 

fected  with  near-sightedness.    Except  judicious  or  injudicious  use  of  the  eyes, 

a  slight  want  of  elasticity  in  the  eye-  In  the  beginning  of  June  last  this 

balls,    when    lightly    pressed   upon,  gentleman     suffered   from   scarlatma, 

nothing  particular  could  be  observed  with  a  decided  affection  of  the  brain 

cither  in  their  shape  or  external  ap-  and  its  membranes.    While  recovering 

pearance :   they   were   not  unusually  ne  exerted  his  eyes  too  early  and  too 

prominent ;  the  convexity  pf  the  cornea,  mnch  by  reading  and  writing,  the  con- 

and  the  me  of  the  aqueous  chambers,  sequence  of  which  was  an  excessive 

appeared  normal :   the  pupU  was  cer-  intolerance  of  light,  with  spasms  of  the 

tainly  larger  than  natural,  which  is  hds,  and  an  mcieased  secretion  of  tears, 

always  the  case  in  myopic  eyes,  but  the  «"•  which  complaint  he  first  sought 

iris  moved  freely  to  the  dfeerent  de-  my  advice.    Opium  rubbed  in  round 

grees  of  light,  and  lay  when  expanded  the  eyes ;  poultwes  containing  Cicuta 

in  a  reg^ar  or  vertical  plane,  ».e.  the  apphed  over  them;  two  leeches  to  the 
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nostrils,  several  times  repeated ;  every  ginning  everv  2d  or  3d  day  about  one- 
second  night  a  pediluvium;  a  few  warm  half  or  a  whole  line,  then  everyday 
baths,  and  internally  cooling  aperients,  about  one,  and  afterwards  two  or  three 
were  ordered.  After  these  means  had  lines,  by  which  means  the  distance  of 
been  continued  for  about  a  fortnight  vision  became  gradually  elongated  in 
the  local  remedies  were  changed  for  the  same  proportion  as  these  alterations 
the  ophthalmic  fountain*.  Cinchona  of  the  instrument  were  instituted,  so 
and  iron  were  given  internally,  and  that  now,  after  the  lapse  of  three 
besides,  fresh-water  baths  and  country  months,  the  patient  reads  the  same 
air  recommended.  By  this  plan  of  print  at  twelve  inches  and  a  quarter 
treatment  the  photophobia,  the  blepha-  distance,  which  he  at  the  commence- 
rospasmus,  ana  epiphora,  were  not  only  ment  of  the  cure  was  able  to  read  only 
cured,  and  the  existing  weakness  of  at  four  inches  and  a  half.  In  the  same 
sight  greatly  improved,  but  the  visual  proportion  has  the  sight  also  been  im- 
organs  were  also  placed  in  a  favourable  proved  with  regard  to  objects  more 
condition  for  the  treatment  of  the  distant,  so  that  ne  sees  now  those  ob- 
myopy.  jects  well  defined  and  more  distinct  of 
On  the  2d  of  Sept.  the  myopodior-  which  he  could  formerly  perceive  con- 
thoticon  was  for  the  first  time  brought  fused  outlines  only,  and  he  does  not 
into  use.  It  was  regulated  to  that  dis-  require  the  use  of  glasses  even  when 
tance  of  vision  where  the  patient  could  looking  at  very  remote  objects.  When 
read  large  print  with  facility  without  reading  or  writing,  the  power  of  vision 
glasses,  which  was  in  this  case  more  continues,  moreover,  its  refi;ular  func- 
than  four  inches  and  a  halfl  The  spec-  tion  for  a  longer  time  than  uefore,  t.  e. 
tacles  were  altofi^ether  dispensed  with,  the  sight  does  not  become  so  easily 
He  was  directed  to  look  frequently  at  fatigu^,  and  whenever  he  feels  it  some- 
distant  objects:  all  occupations  with  what  tired,  one  or  two  minutes'  rest 
near  objects,  except  reading  and  writing  bring  it  immediately  back  to  its  normal 
with  the  apparatus,  were  forbidden;  strength.  Althoufi^h  the  sight  is  at 
the  employment  of  the  ophthalmic  present  in  a  satisiactory  condition,  he 
fountain  was  continued  twice  a  day,  intends  to  continue  the  use  of  the  in- 
for  which  the  Pyrmont  waters  were  strument  some  time  longer,  in  order  to 
used ;  the  leeches  applied  to  the  nostrils  elongate  it  still  more  for  near  objects, 
three  times,  repeated;  a  pediluvium,  but  more  especially  to  bring  it  to  a 
^  and  some  cooling  aperient,  now  and  higher  perfection  m  regard  to  remote 
then  ordered,  and  the  diet  properly  objects,  and  the  improvement  already 
regulated.  As  the  patient's  occupation  gained  leaves  no  doubt  that  he  will 
consisted  chiefly  in  reading  and  writing,  successfully  obtain  the  desired  end.  * 
he  pursued  it  daily  without  intemip-  It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  mode 
tion.  The  apparatus  was  afterwards  of  treating  near-sightedness  requires 
altered,  in  the  manner  described  in  my  patience  and  perseverance,  but,  when 
first  paper  on  this  subject,  published  in  we  consider  the  annoyance  the  com- 
the  Med.  6az.  August  28tn,  excepting  plaint  is  to  some  persons,  and  its  seve- 
that  the  distance  of  the  cross-bar  from  rity  in  some  cases,  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  book  read  was  increased  in  the  be-  well  worth  the  trouble  to  submit  to  the 

—  treatment :  so  much  the  more  so  as 


long ;  the  lower,  bent  in  the  Mme  form,  is  but  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted. 

XilSTo^'  SS'^m'S  '^^"iS'i  .  ^"°*«'  ^advantage  is  like»-ise  de- 

tambler  fllled  with  water,  placed  at  a  convenient  "ved  from  the  cure  of  myofj,  which, 

heMTht,  and  the  air  been  then  drawn  ont  of  the  although  of  less  importance,  should  not 

tube  throuifhthe  opposite  part,  the  water  follows  Kg  ovM-loolf*.rl    vi»  ♦Imf  fVil  «-!^«  YI^ 

in  a  continued  stream,  over  which  the  patient  ?®  overiooiceo,  \iz.  that  the  person  18 

k^l^la  W4^    ^.._       ^1a«. A. ^t    M. A    F  •  Vm 1  ri.ii.li    ill  * 7 • 
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cold  into  a  wann  room;   and   lastly,  February  .last,  when  of  a  sudden  he 

from  being  obliged  to  move  the  head  m  was  entirely  deprived  of  the  use  of  the 

the  exact  direction  of  the  intended  ob-  lower  extremities.    Two  eminent  sur- 

ject,  which  always  causes  some  bodily  geons  were  consulted,  who  prescribed 

exertion.     It  should,  moreover,  be  re-  for  the  case,  but  without  any  benefit, 

membered,    that    spectacles,  as  Prof.  One  proposed  placing  issues  at  both 

Beer  said,  are   but  crutches  for  the  sides  of  ^  the  spine,  and  confining  the 

eyes.  patient  in  the  horizontal  position  for 

two  and  a  half  or  three  years.    This 

practitioner,  however,  expressed  him- 

LATERAL   CURVATURE  OF  THE  self  veir  doubtful  whether  even  this 

SPINE.— STRABISMUS.  mode  of  treatment  would  actually  re- 
store to  the  patient  the  use  of  his  limbs: 
the  father  woidd  not,  therefore,  consent 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  to  adopt  such  a  course  with  prospects 

so  chilling.    The  boy  was  brougnt  to 

Si»»  me  on  Fnday,  the  13th  of  Nov.  1840. 

I  HAVE  just  seen  Mr.  Child's  report  of  His  situation  was  as  follows : — General 

his  operation  for  lateral  curvature  of  health  tolerably  good,  but  destitute  of 

the  spine,  by  division  of  the  muscles  of  all  power  of  voluntary  motion  in  the 

the  back ;   and  whilst  I  am  gratified  lower  extremities ;    they  were,  more- 

to  find  that  other  British  surgeons  are  over,  cold,  and  almost  devoid  of  sensi- 

directing  their  attention  to  what  I  con-  bility.    The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 

sider  a  most  valuable  and  interesting  dorsal  vertebroe,  formed  a  very  promi- 

operation,  I  must  beg  leave  to  correct  nent  projection  backwards,  and  below 

a  mistake  into  which  he  has  fallen  in  there  was  a  considerable  lateral  ctirva- 

stating  that  the  operation  had  ''never  turej  the  convexity  of  the  arch  being 

before  been  performed  in  England."    I  towards  the  left.    I  considered  that  the 

have  performed  the  operation  myself  division  of  the  muscles  on  the  concave 

Jour  timet  .•  the  first  case  was  on  Fnday,  side  of  the  arch  would  at  once  relieve  the 

the  13th  of  this  month,  which  is  Jive  tendency  to  lateral  curvature,  and  at 

day  I  before  Mr.  Child  performed  his ;  the  same  time  take  off  part  of  the  strain 

so  that,  whatever  credit  may  be  due  to  from  the  posterior  curvature,  and  that 

the  first  performance  of  the  operation  this,  with  the  discharge  which  would 

in  England,  as  far  as  I  at  present  know,  take  place,  might  relieve  the  diseased 

belongs  to  me.  state  of  the  vertebree  and  spinal  cord. 

A  matter  of  still  more  general  inte-  The  father  immediately  consented  to 

rest  is  the  fact  that  all  my  four  cases  have  the  operation  performed,  and  held 

are  going  on  most  satisfactorilv ;  one,  a  the  boy  on  his  knee  whilst  I  performed 

boy,  seven  years  and  a  half  of  age;  it, in  the  following  manner: — ^The  pa- 

another  a  youne  lady  of  twenty,  who  tient's  body  being  a  little  bent  forward, 

had  been  severenr  afflicted  with  spinal  I  passed  a  smafl  bistoury  under  the 

curvature  for   eleven  years;    another  muscles  on  the  concave   side  of  the 

^  young  lady  oftwenty- two,  who  laboured  curve,  as  close  to  the  ribs  as  possible, 

under  the  complaint  for  eight  years ;  directing  its  point  onwards  to  the  spi- 

and  ^e  fourth  a  girl  fourteen  years  of  nal  column,  wnen  I  elevated  its  pomt 

age,  who  had  su&red  from  that  affec-  and  withdrew  the  bistoury,  so  as  to  cut 

tion  for  many  years.  through  the  muscular  part  without  in- 

As  the  result  of  the  first  case  is,  in  a  juring  the  integuments ;  then,  reversing 

great  measure,  already  attained,  it  may  the  cutting  edge,  I  made  sure  of  every 

be  interesting  to  your  readers  to  have  a  fibre  being  divided,  at  the  same  time 

slight  sketcn  of  its  history  and  pro-  taking  care  not  to  injure  the  intercostal 

gress.  muscles.    The  operation  occupied  about 

Master  George  B.,  seven  years  and  a  half  a  minute,  gave  but  little  pain,  and 

half  old,  became  weak  in  his  lower  ex-  so  decided  were  its  results   that  the 

tremities  about  twelve  months  since,  father  instantly  exclaimed,  '*  Why,  the 

which  rendered  him  liable  to  stumble  back  is  straight  already ;"  and  it  was  so, 

when  either  walking  or  running,  espe-  as  far  as  the  lateral  curvature  was  con- 

cisdlv  if  there  were  the  slightest  mequa-  cemed.    I  am  happy  to   be  able  to 

lity  m  the  ground.    This  debility  ofthe  add  that  now  the  posterior  curvature  is 

limbs  increased  until  the  beginning  of  much  diminished;,  the  lateral  curvature 
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evidently  gone.    The  wound  was  not  factory  results,  embracing  ereiy  age 

the  size  of  a  leech-bite,  and  is  now  from  63  years  to  22  months.     In  ordi- 

closed;  the  divided  muscles  reunited;  nary  cases  the  securing'  and  dividing" 

and  the  patient  is  this  day  (being  the  the  tendon  does  not  occupy  me  more 

seventeenth  ^ter  the  operation)  able  to  than  from  a  (juarter  to  half  a  minute, 

walk  across  the  room,  and  so  little  injury  is  inflicted  on  the 

I  intend  shortly  to  send  you  an  ac-  eye  that  out  of  all  the  number  I  have 
count,  with  cases,  of  an  operation  which  operated  upon,  except  in  a  few  cases, 
I  have  repeatedly  performed,  within-  msingfrota great imprueience on tke part 
variable  success — as  some  of  the  most  of  the  patient,  none  of  my  operations 
eminent  members  of  the  profession  have  been  followed  by  consecutive  in» 
can  testify — for  a  variety  of  talipes  flammadon  worthy  of  notice.  I  have 
of  an  entirely  naraly tic  nature,  without  never  required,  during  the  after  treat- 
contractions  01  any  of  the  tendons,  for  ment,  to  put  a  single  patient  to  the  pain 
which  the  Stromeyerian  operation  of  applying  a  caustic  to  the  eye.  My 
could  be  of  no  service — an  operation  present  mode  of  performing  the  opera- 
which  I  believe  will  be  found  never  to  tion  is  this — supposing  the  case  to  be 
have  been  ^  perfonned  by  any  one  but  an  internal  squint.  The  patient  being 
myself,  or  those  to  whom  I  have  shown  seated  on  a  chair,  with  a  back  suffi- 
it.  I  may  farther  add,  that  my  re-  cientlv  high  to  support  the  h?ad,  and  tlie 
searcheiB  on  this  subject  have  happily  eyelids  kept  apart  by  spring  specula, 
led  me  to  a  method  of  treating  paralysis  1  desire  the  patient  to  look  outwards, 
generally,  with  a  success  so  remarkable  and  then  with  a  small  blunt  hook  pinch 
that  it  must  be  seen  to  be  credited,  up  a  fold  of  the  tendon  and  conjunctiva 
Its  effects  have  been  witnessed  by  hun-  near  to.  the  caruncula  lachrymalis, 
dreds,  including  several  eminentlv  sci-  which  I  then  divide  at  the  same  time 
entiiic  gentlemen ;  and  when  I  can  by  a  pair  of  sharp  scissors  a  little  an- 
command  as  much  time,  and  have  made  terior  to  the  point  of  the  hook.  It,  of 
some  ferther  experiments,  I  shall  deem  course,  requires  a  httle  dexterity  to  ^t 
it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  profession  and  the  knack  of  catching  the  tenaon 
humanity,  to  publish  on  this  subject,  without  injuring  the  conjunctiva,  and, 
as  well  as  on  the  operation  of  talipes  perhaps,  to  beginners,  it  might  be  as 
generally,  as  I  am  pretty  certain  I  have  well  to  adopt  the  plan  I  at  first  pursued, 
nad  far  more  experience  in  the  treat-  to  pinch  up  a  fold  of  the  conjunctiva 
ment  of  talipes  than  any  person  in  the  witn  a  small  pair  of  forceps,  and  snip 
kingdom ;  the  operation  being  almost  it  across  so  as  to  admit  the  point  of  the 
B  daily  occurrence  with  me.  I  have  hook,  which  is  then  to  be  used,  and  the 
even  had  as  many  as  seven  f^ew  cases  in  operation  completed  as,  already  stated. 
one  day,  beside  contractions  of  the  legs,  I  always  apply  a  fold  of  calico  and 
arms,  and  other  parts  of  the  body.  My  bandag^e  over  the  eye  for  a  few  days, 
total  number  of  operations  for  talipes  which  is  kept  wet  with  lotion,  and  the 
amounts  to  about  2tX),  embracing  every  results,  as  already  stated,  have  been 
ace  from  fifty-three  years  to  two  days  satisfectory  in  the  highest  degi-ce.  I 
old.  I  have  been  enabled  not  only  to  am  quite  certain  that  the  whole  of  the 
improve  the  surgical  part  of  the  opera-  operation,  as  now  described,  inflicts  less 
tion,  but  also  to  simplify  the  mechani-  pain  than  the  application  of  the  hooks 
cal  apparatus,  so  as  to  render  it  moce  alone  for  fixing  the  eye,  which  have 
effective  than  the  Stromeyerian  boards,  been  used  by  many  preparatory  to  the 
and  Scarpa  shoes,  used  by  them.  My  cutting  part  of  the  operation  j  and  I 
apparatus  for  extension  costs  only  about  can  confidently  say  they  are  wholly 
one  sMUinff  for  each  foot,  whereas  the  unnecessary,  as  the  eye  may  be  com- 
Stromeyerian  boards,  with  pads  and  manded  with  the  utmost  certainty  by 
straps  and  Scarpa  shoe,  costs  about  ^rs  pinching  up  the  tendons  as  I  do. 
pounds  ten  shillings  for  each  foot — an  In  some  very  extreme  cases,  however, 
expense  suflScient  of  itself  to  preclude  notwithstanding  the  tendon  has  been 
the  possibility  of  the  poor  being  cured  completely  divided,  there  may  be  a  slight 
of  that  distressing  and  unseemly  defor-  tendency  to  the  original  maldirection 
mitv.  of  the  eye,  arising  from  the  relaxed 

On  Strabismus  I  can  also  furnish  state  of  the  antagonist  muscle  after  the 

some  important  hints,  having  operated  position  of  the  eye  has  been  so  much 

on  about  450  cases  with  the  most  satis-  altered  by  the  new  direction  given  to  it. 
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In  such  cases  I  have  found  a  second  improved:   the  flattened  ribs  became 

division  of  the  tendon  first  cut,  with  more  convex,  and  took  a  more  active 

care  to  keep  it  in  the  proper  direction  share  in  the  respiratory  movements, 

during  the  neahng  process,  has  always  and  he  gained  considerably  in  height. 

been  sufficient  to  correct  this,  if  the  He  still,  however,  had  very  considerable 

other  eye  is  not  at  fault,  with  the  ex-  deformity,  which  remained  unaltered  by 

ception  of  a  few  cases  where  it  arose  the  above  treatment.     I  then  recom- 

fromabsolute  paralysis  of  the  antagonist  mended  the  use  of  mechanical  means, 

muscles. — I  am,  sir,  and  proposed  Gu^rin's  operation,  and 

Your  obedient  servant,  ultimately  i)erformed  the  latter  on  the 

James,  Braid,  1 1th  of  September  last,  as  stated  above. 

M.R.C.S.,  Edin.  I  proposed  the  division  of  part  of  the 

*^' ^^^ilIl:w*°iSS*'*''  trapezius  and  the  rhomboid  muscles, 

and  for  this  purpose  I  placed  the  ps/- 

tient  prone  upon  a  bed,  with  his  feft 

DIVISION  OF  THE  MUSCLES  OF  arm  hanging  over  the  edge,  and  a  pil- 

THE  BACK  low  under  ms  chest.    I  then  pinched 

IN  A  CASE  OF  LATERAL  ccRVATURB  OF  "P  »  ^W  of  skin  at  a  poiut  midway 

THE  SPINK.  between  the  postero-superior  and  in- 

ferior  angles  of  the  scapula  and  the 

rru  AX    vj'A      ^ji    »^  J-    f  ^     J  J  convex  border  of  the  spinal  column. 

To  the  Ed,lor  i^tAe  Med,cat  GazelU.  ^^  ^^.^^^^^  ^^^  l^j.^  ^^^  ^f  ^  1„„^ 

Sir,  narrow-curved  bistoury  under  it  to  the 

The  insertion  in  the  last  number  of  hilt,  in  the  direction  of  the  trapezius,  I 

your  journal  of  Mr.  Child's  interesting  turned  the  edge  of  the  bistoury  to  the 

letter,  in  which  he  describes  a  new  muscles,  depressed  the  point,  and  cut 

operation  for  lateral  curvature  of  the  about  an  inch  and  a  liali  out.     I  then 

spine,  induces  me  to  transmit  to  you  allowed  the  fold  of  skin  to  fall,  and 

the  particulars  of  a  case  in  whicn  I  finished  ti^e  incision.    The  remaining 

performed  a  similar  operation  so  far  undivided  portion  of  the  trapezius  and 

back  as  September  the  11th.  rhomboid  muscles  was  divided  by  a 

The  patient  was  a  youth,  aged  17f  second  incision.    I  could  feel  the  re- 

who,  being  the  son  or  respectm)le  pa-  traction  of  the  muscles  at  the  moment 

rents,  had  not  been  under  tne  necessity  of  division  very  distinctly.     Arterial 

of  engaging  in  manual  labour.      He  blood  flowed  freely  from  the  two  punc- 

sufiered  from  an  extreme  lateral  curva-  tures,  but  on  compressing  them  with  a 

ture  of  the  spine  to  the  lefty  (a  distor-  pledget  die  hemorrhage  ceasedinstantly 

tion  much  rarer  than  the  right),  which  and  entirely.    An  elastic  swelling  im- 

implicated  the  lower  cervical  and  six  mediately  occupied  the  line  of  incision, 

or  seven  upper  dorsal  vertebree.    The  formed,  no  doubt,  by  eMised  blood; 

trapezius  and  rhomboid  muscles  of  the  and  subsequently  this  part  appeared 

convex  side  could  be  felt  as  a  thick  mass  yellow,  as  if  it  had  been  Druised.    The 

between   the  spine  and  the  scapula,  patient  scarcely  complained.    On  the 

while  those  on  the  concave  side  were  third  day  the  punctures  were  cicatrized; 

attenuated    and   scarcely  pA'ceptible.  on  the  fourtn  he  was  walking  on  his 

The  ribs  on  the  right  side  were  flat-  crutches  as  usuid,  having  experienced 

tened,  and  comparatively  motionless ;  no  pain  or  indisposition  wnatever. 
on  the  convex  or  left  side  they  were        A  short  notice  of  this  case  maybe 

considerably  excurvated.  found  in  a  work  on  the  Nervous  Dis- 

My  patient's  health  was  so  delicate  eases  of  Women,  which  I  published  a 
that  absolute  confinement  would  have  few  weeks  ago,  and  in  which  the  pa- 
been  injurious.  He  was,  therefore,  thology  of  spinal  distortions  and  of  spi- 
directed  to  keep  the  supine  or  rather  nal  neuralgiee  is  discussed.  I  also 
lateral  position  for  a  few  hours  daily :  communicated  the  fact  of  my  having 
to  have  the  right  or  concave  side  sham-  operated,  to  M.  6u6rin,  more  than  a 
pooed,  and  rubbed  with  a  stimulating  month  since. 

uniment ;  and  to  take  such  exercise  as        I  believe  any  fieother  discussion  as  to 

might  call  the  respiratoiy  muscles  of  the  s<{feiy  and  practicability  of  this  and 

that  side  into  action.    He  also  took  similar  myotomical   and  tenotomies! 

carbonate  of  iron.    In  three  months,  operations  is  quite  unnecessary.   Judg- 

under  this  plan,  his  health  was  much  ing  from  my  own  experience  I  would 
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yentore  to  say,  that  they  are  less  dan-  tonun  somewhat  shortened^  but  very 

gerous,  and  really  require  less  skill,  than  sliglitly  so. 

venesection.      It  is  of  much  greater  Tendonofthe  tibialis posticos  slightly 

importance  to  ascertain  in  what  cases  shortened. 

they  are  actually  tu^fult  at  what  period  Tendons  of  the  peronei  natural, 

they  should  be  performed,  and  with  Short  muscles  of  the  foot  natural, 

what  curative  means  they  should  be  The  bones  of  the  foot,  although  the 

accompanied,  and  what  is  the  extent  to  patient  was  27  years  of  age,  and  the 

which  the  functions  of  the  divided  mus-  disease  congenital,  were  apparently  in 

cles  are  impaired.     Observation  and  a  natural  state,  and  would  certainly, 

experience   can  alone  instruct  us  on  judging  from  their  appearance,  have 

these  points.     If  we  consider  the  results  allowed  the  foot  to  have  regained  its 

of  accidental  injuries  done  to  muscular  natural  position  had  the  op^xising  ten- 

and  tendinous  structures,  as  in  contu-  dons  been  divided.    The  pnncip»l  op- 

sions,  dislocations,  and  fractures,  there  posing  tendons  were  those  of  the  ^<^ 

is  some  ground  for  fearing  that  the  trocnemii  and  soleus,  and  the  tibialis 

divided  muscles  may,  at  some  uncer-  anticus,  so  that  by  dividing  these  ten- 

tain  period  subsequent  to  the  operation,  dons,  the  remainder,  which  were  nearly 

become  the  seat  of  neuralgic  or  rheu-  in  their  natural  state,  would  have  per- 

matic  affections. — I  am,  sir,  mitted  the  foot  to  have  righted  itaelf.  I 

Your  obedient  servant,  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  novelty 

T.  Latcock.  in  this  case ;  but  as  in  new  operations 

York,  Dec.  5, 1840.  every  fact  possesses  some  value,  I  have 

— sent  this  dissection  for  publication. 
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To  the  Editor  qf  ike  Medical  Gazette.  

Sia,  '*L*AQtenr  m  tae  A  aloncer  ce  que  le  lectevr  m 

I  ENCLOSE  you  an  account  of  the  dissec-  tue  A  abr4ffer."-b'ALEMBBET. 

tion  of  a  case  of  club-foot,  in  which  the  

sole  was  turned  inwards  and  upwards,  Practical  Remarks  on  the  New  Operatum 

the  parent  treadincr  on  the  unper  sur-  /or  the  Cure  of  Strabismus  or  Squmi- 

face  of  the  OS  cuboides,  which  had  ing.     Illustrated  wUh   LUhograpkic 

become  rough  and  irrepilar,  riving  rise  Engravings.   By  Edward  W.  Duffin. 

to  an  extensive  ulceration  on  the  instep,  Churchill,  1840. 

for  which  the  limb  was  amnutatea:  rr„«             *               n     i. 

but  the  case  did  not  do  well,  owing  t<^  J"  ,   oTX""  «Sw  '"nf '"'TS'"^' 

the  formation  of  abscesses  in  the  thfgh,  l^ly,  ""L^^lJ^^l^^^L 

andasubse^entattackofhemiplela!  roSi,'SLTrVSF^^ 

Yo'ur  Obedient  servant,  [f^^w  ^'„X!?f^  ±1 T  '57il*^ 

Philip  B  Atrfs  M  H  '^view  m  detail  the  contents  of  the 

«.  ATRES,  M.JJ.  volume,  the  title  of  which  stands  pre- 

Thame,  Nov.  37, 1940.  fixed  to  this  article.    To  do  so  would, 

in  fact,  be  to  reprint  a  great  deal  of 

Tendo  Achilhs  very  much  shortened,  what  has  already  been  presented  to  our 

preventing  flexion  of  the  ankle-joint.  readers  in  these  pages ;  since  the  papers 

Tendon  of  the  tibialis  anticus  very  or  communications  alluded  to  may  be 

shOTt,  preventing  eversion  of  the  foot,  said  to  form  the  groundwork  of  the 

TendonoftheextensorlonguspoUicis  essay  in  question.    Thus  far,  however, 

rather  shortened,  but  nearly  natural.  we  may  observe,  much  new  and  im- 

Tendons  of  the  extensor  longus  digi-  portant  matter  has  been  incorporated 

^^  ?»tural.  with  the  original  articles,  and  a  greUt 

Tendon  of  the  peroneus  tertius  elon-  deal  that  was  speculative  and  illusory 

gated  and  expanded.                               .  has  been  very  judiciously  rescinded ;  so 

Extensor  brevis  digitorum  flabby  and  that  the  whole,  revised,  and  in  a  more 

very  thin,  but  otherwise  natural.  comprehensive  and  connected  form,  is 

Tendon  of  the  flexor  longus  pollicis  now   presented   to    the    professional 

rather  shortened.  public. 

Tendons  of  the  flexor  longus  digi-  We  do  not  ourselves  pretend  to  be  so 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  449 

learned  in  optical  science,  or  sufficiently  volume  apparently  bears*  the  impress 
convenant  with  the  numerous  interest-  of  truth,  and  is  on  this  account  ask- 
ing and  curious  facts  that  we  are  aware  cially  entitled  to  notice.  The  author's 
have  of  late  been  revealed  in  reference  object  does  not  appear  to  have  been  to 
to  strabismus,  to  discuss  the  several  court  popularity,  though  doubtless, 
Queries  suggested  by  the  author.  Nci-  like  other  professional  writers,  he  has 
tner  are  we  prepared  to  canvass  the  had  an-  eye  towards  making  himself 
merits  of  the  dinerent  theories  he  ad-*  known,  but  to  communicate  useful  and 
vances,  to  account  for  the  diversified  practical  information ;  and  this,  ^om 
morbid  changes  that,  it  would  seem,  the  extensive  experience  we  have  rea- 
occasionally  present  themselves  as  pa-  son  to  beheve  he  has  enjoyed,  it  may 
thological  complications  of  the  various  be  presumed  he  is  competent  to  do. 
forms  of  this  affection.  A  knowledge  The  remarks  are  throughout  strictly 
of  ^hese,  however,  we  conceive  to  be  professional,  and  firee  from  quackery, 
important,  if  not  essential,  to  those  Were  they  otherwise,  we  should  at  once 
who  undertake  the  cure  of  such  cases,  distrust  them.  The  cases  exemplify 
The  numerous  candidates  for  operative  equally  fidlure  and  success  ;  and  the 
popularity,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  difficulties  that  may  oeset  the  operator 
expression,  who  have  of  late  joined  in  under  particular  circumstances,  and 
the  strabisma)  mania,  and  favoured  the  foil  his  oest  endeavours,  whatever  his 

Eublic  with  the  results  of  their  practice,  talent  and  address,  are  fairly  admitted 
ave  hitherto  led  us  t€L  believe  that  and  forcibly  insisted  on.  "  No  opera- 
failure  in  .the  performance  of  the  new  tion  in  surgery,"  he  justly  observes, 
operation — or  anv  thing  short,  indeed,  "  can,  by  any  possibiUty,  be  always 
of  the  most  complete  success — ^is  next  to  equally  fortunate  in  its  results,  although 
impossible,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  that  for  the  cure  of  strabismus  may 
merest  tyro  in  surgery.  But  on  perusal  be  regarded  as  the  most  uniformly  so 
of  Mr.  Duffin's  remarks  our  opinion  in  of  any :"  and  we  feel  satisfied  eveiy 
this  respect  has  undergone  considerable  well-wisher  to  his  profession  will 
modification ;  and  we  now  feel  con-  respond  the  following  sentiment  ex- . 
vinced  that,  if  the  truth  were  told  by  pressed  in  the  prefetorial  remarks  : — 
every  operator  with  the  same  candour  **  He  who  exposes  the  real  value  of  any 
and  openness  that  he  has  manifested,  it  curative  means  by  honestly  stating  the 
woula  be  seen  that,  although  in  almost  true  ratio  of  success  that  attends  their 
every  instance  an  improvement  may  be  employment,  or  who  points  out  the 
effected  in  the  personal  appearance  of  source  of  failure — ^be  it  in  only  one 
the  patient,  yet,  in  comparatively  few  untoward  case— confers  a  greater  be- 
cases,  is  the  deformity  so  completely  nefit  on  the  public,  and  contributes 
remedied  that  the  cure  can  be  pro-  more  to  the  legitimate  advancement  of 
nounced  to  be  perfect  By  this  we  the  cause  he  espouses,  than  the  man  who 
mean  it  to  be  unoerstood,  that  the  eyes,  imblushingly  blazons  forth  a  hundred 
whether  one  or  boUi  be  operated  on,  examples  of  untamislled  success,  while 
recover  their  normal  direction,  freedom  he  conceals  all  the  incidents  of  a  con- 
of  motion,  and  harmony  of  action,  trary  nature,  which,  if  detailed  with 
withoutexhibiting  any  unusual  appear-  equal  fairness,  and  the  same  circum- 
ance  that  could  attract  attention,  stantiality,  might  serve  as  most  in- 
That  it  would  be  possible  to  attain  this  valuable  beacons  of  safety  to  his  pro- 
degree  of  perfection  under  all  circum-  fessional  brethren." 
stances,  or  even  in  the  majority  of  cases,  The  remarks,  we  have  said,  are  ex- 
no  reasonable  person,  we  should  think,  emplified  by  numerous  cases.  Such 
would  be  haray  enough  to  maintain ;  only,  however,  have  apparently  been 
yet  thus  fkr  no  other  writer  has  had  selected  as  are  calculated  to  explain 
the  candour  to  admit,  or  point  out  the  unusual  circumstances  attending  the 
contrary  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  operation.  The  more  interesting  of 
we  perfectly  coincide  with  the  author  these  are  illustrated  by  neat,  well- 
that  many  cases  in  which  this  standard  executed,  lithographic  engraving[s,  de- 
might  be  attained  are  left  imperfectly  lineated  from  nature  by  an  artist  of 
cured  for  want  of  judgment,  practical  known  talent  and  celebnty  as  a  patho- 
knowledge,  and  surgical  dexterity  on  logical  draughtsman.  The  work  is 
the  part  of  the  operator.  From  what  neatly  and  cieditably  sot  up,  and  pos- 
we  have  stated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sesses  in  addition  tne  nigh  recommen- 

680.— xxvi|.  2  G 
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dadon  of  being  sold  at  an  unusually  employed,  that  their  nndentandings 
moderate  price,  consideiring  the  number  cannot  be  brought  to  acknowledge  the 
of  engravings  with  whichitisillustrated.    ^^^^^  „,  ^^,„  ^y^^  ^^^^^^  of  adopt- 

""^  ing  them.    In  judging  of  a  surgical 

OuiUnet  of  a  course  of  Lectures  on  operation,for  example,  the  kind-hearted 

MedicalJwrisprudence.    By  Thomas  among  the  people  first,  and  as  if  it  con- 

Stewart  Traill,  M.D.,  &c.  Regius  ^^.     °,   .,  ^  _V .  :_,^^«^x  i»  ^♦^^^  ^r 

Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  ^^^""^^^  ^^^  "^^^  important  feature  of 

and  Medical  Police  in  the  University  the   case,  call  to  their  minds  all  the 

of  E^nburgh.  Second  Edition.  Edin-  horrors  of  the  cutting  pain,  and  exag- 

burgh,  im  12mo.  pp.  222.  ge^ate    in  their  imaginations  all    the 

This  volume  has  been  carefuUy  drawn  ^gony  that  knives,  and  saws,  and  hooks, 

S?e  jSis^S*"*  SSk;^  r>«  -PP-^  to  inflict;  and  when 

six  pages  are  deoicated   to    Medical  then:  mmds  are  well  impressed  with 

Police,  and  wiU  be  consulted  by  other  these  terrors,  they  then  first  begin  to 

readers,  as  it  touches  on  subjects  which  reflect  on  the  ultimate  good  which  mav 

SSk'sSch'TNSr^^rJf'J^'fS  «««lt  ^'^-^  *«  P^«  ^  done.      No 

sion  and  trade  on  health  j  climate  j  sites  wonder  that  their  understanding  is  but 

for  towns  and  habitations  *,   drains  and  rarely  able  to  master  their  feelings, 

sewers;  cemeteries;  hospitals;  schools ;  jt  is  notorious  that  in  the  majority  of 

prisons,  &c.,  &c.    We  wish  that  Dr.  ^„^^„  ^«^,„*,*^«„  „««  ^^^  ^^aii„  Z™ 

Traill  would  pubUsh  this  portion  of  his  cases  operataons  are  more  readily  per- 

book  in  an  expanded  form.  "fitted  by  the  patient  hunself,  who  is 

_  urged  to  them  by  the  fear  of  death  and 

the  long  continuance  of  his  sufferings, 

MEDICAIj   gazette.  than  by    his  friends,  who   can    only 

Friday,  December  U,IS40.  appreciate    the    terror   of    the   main 

...  infliction;  and  it  is  probable  that  if 

** Licet  omniUos,  licet  etiAm  m\}\\,  digtiitatem    Operations    were  to  be  recommended 

^U^rSJ.SdrpSSSrSSn^'Sir""'  and  performed  only  ^-ith  the  agreement 

CiciBo.  of  the  public,  surgery  would  soon  cease 
■"""  to  be  an  occupation. 
MANAGEMENT  OF  LUNATICS.  We  are  very  far  from  holding  that  a 
The  interests  of  the  professsion,  in  both  perfect  surgeon  must  be  a  man  utterly 
a  scientific  and  a  pecuniary  point  of  devoid  of  feeling — ^there  is  no  reason  in 
view,  are  never  more  in  danger  than  the  world  why  his  feelings  should  not 
when  they  are  interfered  with  by  the  be  most  sensitive,  but  they  must  be 
public.  There  is  much  in  medical  under  the  subjection  of  his  understand- 
practice  that  requires  the  understand-  ing ;  he  must  not  regard  them  or  call 
ing  to  be  exercised  free  from  the  con-  them,  as  the  public  do,  the  best  parts  of 
trol  of  the  moro  tender  parts  of  our  our  nature,  but  must  ever  consider  them 
nature,  and  which  none  can  safely  subordinate  to  that  which  in  his  pro- 
undertake  to  manage  whose  heart  has  fessionisfarmore  worthy  of  attention — 
hot  been  long  accustomed  to  yield  be-  the  understanding.  That  great  faculty 
fore  the  calm  and  reasonable  dictates  having  decided  what  is  desirable,  then, 
of  the  head.  Hence,  in  great  measure  and  then  only,  can  the  feelings  be  ad- 
it is,  that  in  all  cases  of  eminent  medi-  mittcd  to  have  a  voice  in  determining 
cal  or  surgical  importance  the  public  whether  the  end  is  worth  the  price 
are  utterly  unable  to  act  aright.  Their  of  the  means  that  must  be  paid  to 
feelings  are  so  wrought  on  by  the  idea  of  attain  it. 
the  means  that  must  in  these  cases  be  What  we  have  said  of  surgical  opera- 


MANAGEMENT  OF  LUNATICS.    -  451 

tions  may  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  ractero  of  the  persons  by  whom  the 
treatment  of  the  insane,,  about  which  systems  are   respectively    maintained 
public  feeling  has  of  late  been  much  bear  any  relation  of  comparison  to  each 
excited,  without,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  other ;  but  it  does  seem  to  us  that  the 
any  probability  of  great  benefit  accruing  scheme  at  present  promulgated,  of  the 
eiUier  to  the  profession  or  to  the  pa-  treatment  of  the  insane   without  re- 
tients.     Every  one  must  readily  ac-  straint,  is  of  the  same  kind  as  that  of 
knowledge  that  there  is  no  branch  of  the  treatment  of  cancer  without   the 
medical  practice  in  which  tenderness  knife;  qf  cataract  without  operation; 
of  (manner  and  a  kind  disposition  are  and  some  others;    In  each  case  the 
more  essential  than  in  this ;  but  there  main  feature  of  the  new  scheme  is,  at 
is  certainly  none  in  which  these  should  the  best,  the  adoption  of  some  means 
bemoreunder  control,  nor  one  in  which  capable  of  attaining  the  same  end  by 
the  honest  practitioner  should  be  more  the  same  general  plan,  only  in  a  man- 
completely  unfettered   to  pursue  the  ner  less  offensive  to  the  public  feeling, 
course  which  his   judgment  dictates.  The  remedies,  other  than  the  knife,  for 
There  should  be  no  further  restraint  cancer,  are  violent  escharotics,  which  in 
upon  his  proceedings  than  that  which  the  majority  of  cases,  with  less  safety, 
is  exercised  by  the  friends   of  those  produce  all  or  more  than  the  pain  of 
who   are   committed   to   his   charge,  the  cutting  operation ;  hence  the  cases 
and  certain  authorized  persons  having  are  comparatively  few  in  which  judi- 
firequent  access  to  the  asylum  which  he  cious  surgeons  employ  them,  tliough  in 
directs.    It  is  not  to  be  tolerated  that  these  few  none  would  think  of  neglcct- 
the  public  should  undertake  by  cla-  ing  them  for  the  sake  of  what  the  pub- 
mour,  or  any  other  means,  to  dictate  the  lie  imagine  all  surgeons  must  have — a 
modes  of  treatment   that   should  be  great  love  for  cutting.     In  the  same 
adopted,  or  (to  take  at  once  the  part  of  manner  it  is  notorious  that  the  person 
treatment  which  is  now  the  subject  of  who  in  the  present  day  most  loudly 
dotation),  the  mode  of  restraint  that  professes  his  ability  to  cure  cataract 
should  in  necessary  cases  be  resorted  to.  without  operation— that  is,  without  ex- 
There  is  no  question,  even  in  medi-  traction  or  depression,  is  in  the  habit  of 
cine,  on  which  they  are  less  capable  of  stirring  up  soft  cataracts  with  a  needle; 
forming  a  correct  judgment ;  and  high  passed  through  the  cornea  at  the  time 
as  are  the  talents  of  some  among  them,  he  is  pretending  to  be  merely  examin- 
who  are  now  chiefly  taking  interest  in  ing  the  eye.    And  so  in  the  treatment 
this  matter,  it  is  plain  that  even  these  ofthe  insane  without  restraint,  so  loudly 
have  not  their  feelings  in  the  necessary  applauded,    not  as  in  the  preceding 
subordination  to  their  understandings,  case  by  quacks,  but  by  some  honest 
They  evidently  hold  the  forcibly  re-  men; — ^it  is  not  that  there  is  no  restraint, 
straining  madmen  from  injuring  them-  but  only   that   the   wrist-straps   and 
selves  and  others  in  such  abhorrence^  straight  jackets,  so  terrible  in  the  pub- 
ihat  scarcely  any  consideration  in  their  lie  mind,  are  thrown  aside,  and  the 
minds  can  justify  its  adoption;   and  patient  is  restrained  (less  securely,  it 
they  embrace  a  system  in  which  it  must  be  confessed,  to  both  parties)  by 
is  professed  that  restraint  is  not  em-    the  hands  of  stout  and  strong  keep- 
ployed,  with    an    enthusiasm   which    ers,  or  placed  in  some  circumstances 
shows  that  they  will  not  suffer  them-    different  from,  though  not  less  disagreea- 
selves  to  see  the  faults  in  any  system    ble  than  those  of  the  usual  restraint,  in 
but  that  which  they  condemn.  which  he  can  do  himself  no  mischief. 
Now  we  do  not  mean  that  the  cha-        Now  we  do  not  wish  to  imply  that 
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the  professional  supporten  of  the  6o-  fiyr  ^leant  of  occasioittl  suppreaBum  hf 
called  non-restraint  system  had  any  public  clamour,  become  more  and  more 
eye  to  public  &.vour  in  their  promulga-  frequent  ?    Have  the  uncontrolled  pro- 
tion  of  it;  we  beheve  them  to  be  too  pensities  of  surgeons  grown  more  and 
honest  for  such  a  purpose ;  but  we  do  more  sanguinary  ?    Far  from  it :   the 
urge  them  to  refuse  to  hare  their  sjrs-  best  surgeons  of  the  present  day  do  not 
tern  degraded  by  popularity.    If  it  be  now  perform  one  operation  where  tlmr 
founded  on  scientific  principles — ^if  it  predecessors  in   the   same   sittuUiofiia 
be  by  experience  proved  to  be  better  performed  ten.   The  progress  of  oacnoe 
that  a  maniac  should  be  restrained  by  has  shown  what  diseases  are  amenable 
hands  than  by   straps  and  straight-  to  cure  without  op^ation,  and  has  ,dis- 
jackets — then  let  the  system  be  estab-  covered  their  remedies ;  and  surgeona 
lidied  and  constantly  practised  on  the  daily  employ  them,  though  the  public 
basis  of  its  truth  and  utility,  and  not  believe  them  to  be  as  attached  to  ope- 
on  that  of  popular  applause.    A  popu-  rations  as  ever,  and  think  the  only 
lar  cry  has  been  raised  in  its  favour,  people  who  really  abhor  operating  are 
and  so  long  as  this  cry  lasts  the  system  those  who  sell  nostrums  more  tortofing 
can  have  no  professional  reputation  :  than  knives  and  saws, 
let  the  popular  opinion  be  treated  with        And  just  so  must  it  be  in  the  case  of 
all  the  respect  that  every  thing  founded  the  practitioners  who  take  dmrge  of 
on  benevolence  and  sympathy  with  the  the  insane.     Already  the  progress  of 
afl3icted  deserves,  but  let  it  never  be  science  has  banished  the  truly  terrible 
regarded  as  a  prevailing  motive  to  a  imprisonments  to  which  the  lunaties  of 
particular  line  of  medical  practice,  im-  the  last  century  were  consigned ;  and 
less   by   some    unusual    coincidence  if  further  improvement  in  this  respect 
it  is  unanimous  with  the  results  of  be  attainable,  it  must  in  due  time  come 
professional  experience.  to  be  estabUshed.     There  is  no  reason 
In  recommending  this  comparative  to  beUeve  that  the  mental  physicians 
neglect  of  popular  opinion  in  a  case  in  of  the  present  time  are  more  bigotted 
which  the  disputed  modes  of  practice  to  the  practice  of  by-gone  days,  or  more 
have  an  apparent  rather  than  a  real  regardless  of  human  suflfering,   than 
difference,  we  feel   assured   that  we  surgeons  are ;  they  are,  of  course,  quite 
give  that  counsel  which  wiU  soonest  open  to  conviction,  by  good  evidence, 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  the  best  of  the  superiority,  if  it  really  exist,  of 
practice,  and  the  greatest  amount  of  the  new  method  of   restraint  called 
public  benefit    Let  us  recur  to  the  non-restraint ;  and  as  soon  as  its  ad- 
case  of  operative  surgery.    The  public  vantage  to    the   patients  is    proved 
have  always  believed  that   surgeons  it  will  be  readily  adopted  by  them, 
are  devotedly  fond  of  cutting,  just  as  Neither  they,  nor  any  other  class  of 
they  believe  now  that  mental  physicians  practitioners,  are,  nor  is  it  desirable 
prefer  strict  restraint :   none  of  them,  they  should  be,  able  to  free  themselves 
indeed,  have  ever  raised  a   clamour  altogether  from  the  influence  of  public 
against  surgeons,  nor  exercised   any  opinion ;  for,  octteru  parihut,  those  will 
greater  restraint  upon  the  supposed  always  attain  the  greatest  amount  of 
propensities  than  that  of  refusing  an  practice  who  can  best  fulfil  their  own 
operation  individually,    or   for   their  desire  of  curing  ct^o,  tuit,  jucttnde.    In 
£riends,  when  they  had  not  confidence  the  case  of  lunatics  these  modes  of 
enough  in  their  surgeons   to  accept  curing  wiU  be   best  fulfilled  by  the 
their  recommendations ;  and  what  has  adoption  of  the  most  iptedikf  curative 
been  the  result  ?     Have   operations,  method  which  is  compatible  with  the 


REMARKS  ON  CERTAIN  MUSCLES  OP  THE  FACE.  4ftS 

bodfly  i^fttf  of  the  patient  and  his  nngement  lu   the  musciilar  vfttem,  and 

attendants,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  ^'''^^^f  ■■  Meckel  and  Soemmering  havs 

^   ,      -  -kT    J     -L     i."  collected  the  mofe  important  among  &cm  iu 

comfort  of  the  former.    No  doubt  the  t^eir  anatomical  manuals,  yet  certain  cases 

last  intention  is  greatly  involved  in  the  occur  to  every  practical  dissector  which  are 

first;  but  its  fulfihnent  must  not  be  not  contamed  in  ttie  works  on  this  subject, 

...  -  ^    -1  J  ''nd  wnich  tneretore  deserve  to  be  made 

sought  by  the  neglect  of  the  second*  generally  known.    Such  irregular  arrange- 

and  must  be  put  out  of  sight  in  the  few,  ments  oi  muscles  have,  in  addition  to  the 

and  we  believe  constantly  decreasing  ?»*««»*  ^  nofdty,  a  higher  physiological 

,         „  u*  1.  '^  •    •  miportance,  and  masmuch  as  they  are  for 

number  of,  cases  m  which  it  is  incom*  ^^  ^^^  ^  repetitions  of  normal  arrange- 

patible  with    the    first.      Where    the  meats  in  animals,  they  afford  the  means  of 

public  see  these  results  best  obtained,  inuatratmg   more  dearly  Ihe  relation  of 

Iv         Ml  V    ^      xi.  •        ^  xi.  the  organisation  of  animals  to  the  higher 

they  wiU  bestow  their  patronage;  they  organisation  of  man.    In  no  part  of  the 

err  much  less  in  their  judgment  of  human  body  do  the  muscles  vary  so  much 

results  than  in  their  choice  of  means ;  as  in  the  face ;  and  the  study  of  them  is  the 

and  the  advocates  of  the  new  system  S:lJJS^'^  ^:'^^i  l^oK 

need  not  fear,  if  it  really  possess  all  the  No  dissection  requires  more  attention,  pa- 

advantages  which  they  claim  for  it|  tience,  and  deKterity,  than  the  demonstra- 

that  it  will  bring  them  an  abundant  S^l^;3SLl«'":S^t2:.'trd  ^J 

harvest  of  reputation  and  of  fees.     But  tiieir  manifold  connexions.    More  especially 

let  them  beware  of  raising  a  popular  &ose  fibres  have  hitherto  been  for  the  most 

clamour  in  their  favour,  it  is  not  likely  ^^X^  ^"^^^  ^t'  S 

to  secure  them  either  a  desirable  repu-  and  the  folds  which  regularly  characterise  a 

tation  or  a  permanent  reward ;  they  certain  expression  of  the  countenance. 

can  never  more  thoroughly  acquire  the       .^S'''«?'""L^*^*v'^  ^T^  "*"  ""^ 

^j  ,  o    iT      ^  scientinc  foundations  if  anatomy  were  ca- 

confidence  of  the  friends  of  then-  pa-  pable  of  pomting  out  what  groups  of  muscles, 

tients  than  many  of  those  possess  who  snd  what  subdivisions  of  them,  are  in  action, 

still  practise  in  the  abused  style,  con-  ~1^  what  degree  each  acts,  in  embodying 

J     ...  .  :,      .1.       ,  ^  the  countenance  any  passing  state  of  the 

vmced  of  its  necessity  and  utility,  but  n^nd,  or  any  permament  mental  constitution. 

combining  it  with    all   gentleness  of       The  anatomist  must  set  himself  the  ques- 

manner  and  deportment     In  a  future  **®'*»  ^^  musdes  are  in  action  in  a  given 

,  1.  1 1  ^  1  «       ^  •  expression  of  the  countenance  ?  he  should  at 

number  we  shall  take  occasion  to  re-  leastendeavourtoexplainwhatmovingpowcre 

mark  on  another  part  of  this  question,  produceetheexpressionsof  the  different  states 

in  which  the  pubUc  opinion  has  un-  ^  '*^<;  ^^^:  »'  ^^  J^  «^*«  paroxysms  of 

jt.j,  .        1  '     ^      ^j.    ^  mental  emotions.     On  these  points  science 

doubtedly  a  greater  claim  to  attention,  j.  ^^  f„  behind-han^ ;  for  ithe  quertion 

inasmuch  as  the  subject  of  it  is  one  of  now  stands,  all  that  we  know  Is  limited  to 

whi4*  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  ***»  »™pl«  acts  of  the  raising  or  drawing 

^,.Ki:«   ^««    f..„..    «  A^i  ^\\  M,  down  of  certain  parts  of  the  face.     If  in  any 

pubhc  can  form  a  tolerably  »^uiate  ^  ,„„u^  .JH  di«D»«t«.tiditT  bor- 

jttdgment— we  mean  the  measures  pie-  dering  on  minntBocM  be  neoesiary,  it  cer- 
liminary  to  the  consignment  of  a  sup-  tanly  ia  in  that  intricate  fieU,  in  that  con- 
posed  lunatic  to  an  asylum.  '*f  ~  /  '""tL"^  ^JfS^  •^  ""^•* 
*^                                   ^  which  traverse  the  skin  of  the  face. 

■    '  '  The  industry  of  Santorini,  and  his  aecu- 

RSMARKS  racy  in  the  detection  of  the  smaller  fasdcttli 

of  the  nrasdes  of  the  face,  are  unequalled  by 

ON  csaxAiN  jmy  podem  anatomiatt  on  the  contrary, 

MUSCLES  OF  THE  PACE,  AND  A  pains  have  been  taken  to  cut  down  his  works 

NEW  MUSCLE  OP  THE  EAR.  ^  P^  **"«™  ■  convenient  form  for  aaato- 

mical  tezt-boks.    I  have  myself  given  much 

By  PaoFBSsoR  Hyrtl,  of  Prsgue.  attention  to  the  sulyect ;  I  have  confirmed 

~**  many  of  the  demonstrations  of  the  excellent 

NuMBBOVs    as    are    ^    observations   of    anatomists  of  former  times,  and  have  ob- 

Albinns,  Waltber,  RosenmiiUer,   Ganticr,  served  many  things  that  are  new.     I  may  be 

Keldi,  Sclsy  te.  oo  the  deviatiioiis  of  ar-  allowed,  therefore,  to  pat  tQgttter  the  ob- 
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aervatioiis  that  I  have  made  in  the  following  bnndk  of  fibres,  which  attach  themseltcs  to 

remarks.  the  outer  ed^  of  the  levator  labii  saperiori^, 

1.  The  frontalis  mnsde  arises  neither  and  remain  united  to  it,  or  pass  to  that  part 
from  the  root  of  the  nose,  or  the  glabella,  of  the  skin  in  which,  daring  laughing,  the 
nor,  as  Meckel*  asserts,  from  the  nasal  furrow  forms  which  leads  down  from  the 
process  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone ;  but  side  of  the  nose  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth, 
it  developes  its  muscular  fibres  from  an  The  fasciculus  going  to  the  zygomatieus 
aponeurosis  which  covers  the  dorsum  of  the  major  or  minor  is  not  always  present, 
nose,  and  which  must  be  regarded  as  the  It  is  incorrect  to  call  the  layer  of  mnade 
result  of  the  interweaving  of  the  tendons  of  which  extends  OTer  the  tarsal  cartilages  a 
the  compressor  of  the  nose.  Henoe  one  circular  muscle.  Accurate  examination  shows 
cannot  wrinkle  the  forehead  without  at  the  that  the  fibres  of  the  lower  and  those  of  the 
same  time  moving  the  skin  of  the  bridge  of  upper  eyelid  are  never  oontinned  into  ona 
the  nose.  The  layer  of  cellular  tissue  which  another.  Each  lid  has  its  own  independent 
ooTers  the  frontal  muscle,  and  is  very  firmly  and  separately  acting  fibres.  This  is  proved 
attached  to  it,  is,  in  parts,  intimately  con-  not  only  by  dissection,  but  by  an  experiment 
nected  with  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  which  shows  that  tiie  motion  of  die  lower 
(probably  &scta  superficialis)  by  means  of  eyelid  is  quite  distinct  from  that  of  the 
short  tough  fibres,  so  that  when  the  muscle  upper.  If  we  measure  off  on  the  border 
contracts,  and  the  skin  covering  it  is  thrown  of  eadi  of  the  two  lids  an  equal  distsnce 
into  wrinkles  at  right  angles  to  the  direction  from  the  internal  angle  of  one,  for  example 
of  the  muscle,  the  depressions  of  the  wrinkled  the  left,  eye,  and  mark  them  vrith  black 
skin  correspond  to  the  situations  at  which  dots,  and  then  shut  the  eye,  we  can  see, 
those  connections  exist.  by  looking  in  a  glass  with  the  right  eye,  that 

The  fibres  of  the  muscle    which  arise  the  black   point  on  the  lower  lid  does  not 

from  the  upper  border  of  the  orbit  coalesce  correspond  vrith  that  on  the  upper,  but  is 

with  the  corrugator  supercilii,  pass  through  carried  almost  a  line  nearer  to  the  internal 

the  orbicularis  palpebrarum  ,t  and  then  turn  angle  of  the  eye ;  which  could  oertainlv  not 

considerably  outwards  on  the  forehead,  and  occur  if  the  upper  and  lower  lids  had  one 

not  nnfrequently  reach  to  the  superior  auris.  circuJar  constrictor  muscle. 

A  very  constant  bundle  of  fibres  passes  3.  The  muscles  of  the  nose  can  be  pro- 

downwards  on  the  dorsum  of  the  nose,  fitably  examined    only    in    very  muscular 

arches  towards    the    sides,   passes  to  the  individuals.    The    levator    labii   superioria 

pyramidolisnasi,  and  then  again  leaves  it,  and  alsque  nasi,  which  Santorini  named  pyra* 

loses  itself   in    the  labial  portion  of  the  midalis,  and  which  Winslow  first  described 

levator     labii     superioris,     alKque     nasi,  as  a  distinct  muscle,  is  always  connected  at 

Santorini  has  described  this  fiuciculns  as  its  origin  vrith  the  constrictor  of  the  eyelids, 

the  M.  procerus.  and  sometimes  vrith  the  fhmtafis  al^o.    We 

The  breadth  of  the  frontalis  muscle  on  each  are  consequently  unable  to  close  the  eyelids 

side  is  commonly  equal  to  half  the  diameter  forcibly  without  at  the  same  time  drawing 

of  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum.     In  women  up  the  alse  nasi,  and  wrinkling  the  skin  on 

it  is  generally  smaller ;  it  is  broadest  in  heads  the  dorsum  of  the  nose.    But  before  the 

that  have  a  frontal  suture.     I  have  never  muscle  gets  to  the  lips  it  sends  a  separate 

observed  a  continuity  of  the  fiuctculi  of  the  fasciculus  to  the  skin,  which  is  inoreased  by 

frontalis  with  those  of  the  occipitalis,  such  a  similar  fiisciculus  from  the  levator  labfi 

as  Sandifbrt  and  Lmlwig  say  that  they  have  guperioris.    These  fasciculi  together  appear 

seen.  to  perform  the  principal  part  in  the  fomu^ 

2.  The  orbicularis  palpebrarum  arises  not  tion  of  the  vrrinkles  in  laughing. 

only  from   the  ligamentum   palpebrse  in-  4.  Hie  muscle  of  the  apex  of  the  nose, 

temum  and  the  nanl  process  of  the  superior  vrinch  is  figured  by  Santorini,  is  found  only 

maxillary  bone,  but  alio  from  the  inner  part  in  very  broad  noaes,  on  whidi  I  have  fre* 

of  the  lower  border  of  the  orbit,  by  tolerably  quently  seen  a  smiUl  extra  cartilage,  lying 

numerous  parallel  fibres,  which  have  hitherto  between  the  triangular  and  alar  cartilages, 

been  described  only  by  Heister,^  who  made  of  an  irregulariy  quadrilateral  form,  and 

a  museultts  depressor  palpebrs  inferioris  of  firmly  connected  vrith  the  ligament  whicfa 

them.  A  fasciculus  also,  sometimes,  but  not  unites  those  two  cartilsges. 

eonstantly,  arises  fitna  the  malar  bone,  from  5.  There  is  no  depressor  als  nasi,  though 

which  also  there  is  always  sent  off  a  small  it  is  figured  in  all  anatomical  vroiks.    What 

,  Soemmering,  Meckel,  Hildebrsndt,  Kraoae, 

•  Handbuch  der  Menschl.  Anat  Bd.  S.  p.  480.  i^^  others,  describe  as  the  depressor  sis 

t  This  arrange rarnt  is  normal  and  constant.  .     .     ,.    .    wl»i*.li  Qan*nrSm    mnMl    »Km 

Even  m  very  weakly-musclwl  individuals  one  n^«»   "   **»^   ™cli  Santonm    caUed    the 

finds  one  part  of  the  orbicnUris  below  the  other  dilatator  propnus  pmnarun,  which  ts  m  part 

which  is  placed  on  the  fh)ntalis;   the  latter  covered  by  the  compressor  nasi  (the  trans- 

m«K:le  alidM  ss  it  were  between  the  two  portions  ^^,^,11,  n^g^  ^f  Santorini).     If  the  sidca  ai 

t  CmlSSi  Aaat.p.  174.  tl»  noae  be  lightly  touched  with  the  fingers. 
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and  8  strong   inspiration    b6  tlien  made        8.  I  once  saw  an  accessory  fascicnlas  of 

through  the  nostrils,  as  in  taking  snnff,  the  muscnlar  fibres  passing  from  the  fibroai 

action  of  this  muscle  in  dilating  the  nostrils  investment   of  the     parotid  gland  to  th$ 

is  very  distinctly  felt.     If  I  pass  the  tip  of  zygomaticns  major.    The  zygomaticns  often 

the  little  finger  into  one  nostril,  and  make  a  gives  delicate  fibres  to  the  skin,  of  which 

similar  inspiration,   I  feel  that  the  short  one,  which  separates  from  its  lower  edge, 

canal  into  which  the  apertures  of  the  nostril  appears  especially  developed.     If  thisacces* 

lead    scquires    a    more   vertical    direction  sory  to  the  zygomaticus  be  pulled  with  the 

towards  the  ethmoid  bone,  while  in  quiet  forceps,  a  pit  is  formed  in  the  cheek  at  the 

respiration  it  looks  more  horizontally  back*  point  of  its  insertion  in  the  skin, 
wards  towards  the  fauces.    This  is  probably        9.  The  depressor  ang^  oris  has  a  similar 

what  Bell  would  call  a  respiratory  motion  of  fasciculus  at  its  outer  edge,  which  is  often 

the  nose ;  it  occurs  in  snuff-taking,  because,  attached  to  the  nudar  bone,  and  runs  up- 

in  snuffing  up,  the  apertures  of  the  nostrils  wards  upon  it. 

are  intentionally  opened  and  shut,  so  that  in  10.  On  no  muscle  is  there  so  little  agree- 
inspiration  through  the  nose  the  air  passes  ment  among  anatomists  as  on  the  risoriut 
forcibly  into  the  nostrils,  and  in  consequence  Santorini.  Meckel  and  Krause  see  nothing 
of  the  more  vertical  position  of  the  nasal  more  in  it  than  a  prolongation  of  the 
passages  carries  the  narcotic  powder  towards  platysma  myoides.  But  this  it  is  not,  and 
the  upper  regions  of  the  cavities,  where  the  it  cannot  be,  because  the  direction  of  the 
terminations  of  the  olfactory  nerves  ramify,  platysma  crosses  that  of  the  fibres  of  the 
In  gentle  inspiration,  on  the  other  hand,  the  risorius.  According  to  my  observations  it 
more  horizontaliy-directed  passages  into  the  always  arises  from  &e  fascia  parotideo-mas- 
nose  carry  the  snuff  towards  the  fauces  and  seterica,  and  never  loses  itself  in  the  skin  at 
the  larynx,  as  every  one  who  breathes  over  the  angle  of  the  mouth  to  produce  d&ere  the 
finely- powdered  snuff  will  learn  by  the  dimples  of  laughing,  but  is  regularly  con- 
coughing  that  it  excites.  It  is  only  thus  nected  with  the  insertion  of  the  depressor 
that  we  can  explain  why  snuff  and  other  anguli  oris.  Its  discoverer  himself  regarded 
sternutatory  powders  do  not  get  into  the  it  as  different  from  the  platysma  myoides, 
lungs,  into  which  they  might  else  just  as  and  said,  "Alius  omnino  a  quadrato,* 
well  pass  as  the  diist  of  roads,  which  we  indeque  non  derivatur,  quod  huic  ille  subji* 
inspire  through  the  nostrils.  In  excited  or  citur.''  It  is  rarely  absent,  and  sometimes 
difficult  respiration,  in  severe  inflammations  acquires  a  breadth  of  two  lines.  It  is  some- 
of  the  lungs,  and  in  the  death-rattle,  the  times  double,  and  Santorini  saw  it  even 
respiratory  office  of  this  dilator  of  the  nose  triple. 

is  most  clearly  exhibited.     If  the  nervous         11.  The    platysma    myoides    sometimes 

trunk  that  supplies  this  muscle  be  paralysed,  sends  a  separate  fasciculus  over  the  fiucia 

the  nose  ceases  to  exercise  its  respiratory  parotidea   to  the  zygoma,  where  it  unites 

function.     While  in  healthy  men  in  deep  with  the  masseter,  in  the  same  manner  as  a 

inspiration  through  the  nose,  the  nostrils  are  similar    fasciculus    from   it,  which  passes 

dilated  by  the  action  of  this  muscle,  in  those  behind  the  ear  to  the  occipitalis,  is  atteched 

who    are    apoplectic,  or  whose  facc»   are  to  the  outer  edge  of  that  muscle, 
paralysed,    the    nostril   is    compressed   in         12.  The  musculus  anomalus  maxillK  ta- 

inspiration  because   the  ala  nasi  yields  to  perioris,  that  paradox  of  a  muscle,  has  only 

the  pressure  of  the  air  like  a  valve,  which  is  an  historical  value.  It  proves  clearly  enough 

again  raised  up  in  expiration.  how  easily  an  error  in  anatomy  propagates 

6.  In  the  skin  of  the  cheeks  I  have  itself  by  tradition,  and  how  little  pains  havo 
several  times,  and  especially  in  lean  subjects,  been  taken  to  rid  the  science  of  such 
seen    a    muscular    fiisciculus    which    both  absurdities. 

originated  and  terminated  in  the  skin;  13.  From  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw  of  a 
arising  in  the  region  of  the  malar  bone,  and  man  40  years  old,  there  arose  a  thin  musde 
ending  above,  or  on  the  outer  side  of,  the  two  lines  wide,  which  passed  over  the  outer 
angle  of  the  mouth.  It  never  exceeded  a  surface  of  the  parotid  to  the  meatus  audi- 
line  in  breadth ;  and  its  length  varied  from  torius  extemus,  to  be  attadied  to  the 
an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter.  It  con-  anterior  and  lower  border  of  the  ridge  of 
stoutly  presented  itself  in  tiie  same  manner,  the  meatus  (musculus  maxillo-auricularis). 
and  therefore  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  That  this  muscle  has  the  power  of  en- 
mere  accident.  Its  absence  in  men  with  fat  larging  the  entrance  of  the  meatus  auditorius 
cheeks  might  perhaps  be  explained  by  its  is  evident  from  its  anatomical  relations, 
becoming  atrophied  in  consequence  of  the  Perhaps  it  occurs  only  in  men  who  have  an 
compression  which  it  suffers  from  the  accu-  acute  sense  of  hearing.  One  might  explain 
muluting  adipose  substance.  __««.«__»____^^^_^___^_^— 

7.  More  rarely  a  similar  fasciculus  passes        ^  __    .*.^..^..«  ....xi»-#    #^  i     ■ 

e  .1  *  •  1  r  *i  *  J  «  r*  ♦u-  *  The  »XaTi;<r/ia  ui/wocf  of  Galen  was  named 
from  the  antenor  etlge  of  the  tendon  of  the  quadratns  gens, andtetragonus colU  by  Douglas 
masseter  to  the  skin  of  the  cheek.  and  Camper. 
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the  dilatation  of  the  exteiiuil  meatas  when  of  the  scrotum.     The  tomor  10  puriform* 

the  month  is  opened  (which  is  felt  when  a  aomewhat  dastic,  and  has  an  india&ict  ll«o- 

finger  ia  put  into  the  ear,  and  maaticatorj  toation,  bat  bj  no  means  the  fe^  of  hydio- 

motions  are  perfonned  by  the  lower  jaw)  as  oele.    The  cord  seema  to  be  aonnd.     He 

well  by  the  action  of  this  rnnsde  as  by  the  says  the  swelling  began  several  year*  ago* 

relation  of  the  condyle  of  the  lower  jaw  to  without    any    known    canse,    oommencinf 

the  cartilage  of  the  meatas.  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  acrotmn.     Hie 

14.  In  about  every  sixth  corpse  there  opposite  testis  is  considerably  enlai^ged  and 

may  be  found  a  muscle  passing  from  the  hard.    On  examination  a  cicatrix  was  oh« 

styloid  process  to  the  lower  part  of  the  dr-  served  at  the  lower  part  of  the  scrotiunt 

cumference  of  the  cartilage  of  the  external  which  he  says  was  the  resalt  of  an  abaoese 

meatus.     It  arises  on  iho  styloid  process,  which  occurred  there  about  two  years  ago, 

above  the  origin  of  the  stylo-glossus,  with  and  burst  spontaneously,  but  soon  healed. 

which  it  is  connected  by  fleshy  or  tendinous  It  burst  again  last  winter,  and  diacbax^ged 

fibres.     It  passes  upwards  on  the  outer  sur-  for  several  weeks.    His  oomplezion  is  Hand  ; 

hce  of  the  process,  gradually  diminishes,  bat  his  oonstitution  is  fed>]e,  and  aeemingiy 

and  is  inserted  in  the  lowest  prominence  of  scrofulous.    A  oalomel   pill  was  ordered* 

the  meatus  auditorius    cartilagineus  by  a  followed  by  Epsom  salts,  and  a   cooling 

radiating  tendon.     In  consequence  of  this  lotion,  to  rdieve  the  saperficial  infiammation, 

anatomical  arrangement,  this  muscle  acts  as  which  seemed  to  have  been  excited  by  the 

a  depressor  of  the  external  ear,  and  a  dilator  journey. 

of  the  meatas,  and  might  fairly  be  named        April  19th. — An  operation  having  becsi 

masculus  stylo-anriculans.     It  is  endosed  determined  on,  an  incision  was  cautiously 

in  a  peculiar  sheath  which  affixes  it  to  the  made  through  the  integuments  of  the  aero- 

styloid  process;  it  receives  a  nervous  file-  tum  and  .tunica  vaginalis,   when  a  bluisb 

ment  from  the  nervous  occipitalis  minor,  semitranspaient  membrane  presented  itself* 

and  an  artery  from  the  stylo-mastoid  or  Into  this  a  small  trocar   was    catttioiisly 

occipital.      It   is   usually    spindle-shaped,  pushed,  but  only  about  half  an  onnce  of 

varies  in  width  from  half  a  line  to  a  line  trsnspansit  serum  escaped.    On  withdimw* 

and  a  half,  and  is  sometimes  two-bellied,  in  ing  the  instrument  another  similar  mem* 

which  case  its  lower  portion  is  a  fiasciculus  brane  appeared,  which  ^ras  drawn  ontwarda 

derived  and  passing  upwards  from  the  stylo*  with  dissecting  forceps,  snd  punctnred,  and 

glossus.  found  to  contain  only  two  or  three  drams  of 

I  first  saw  this  muscle  when  I  was  pro-  serum.    In  this  manner  many  simUar  cysts 

sector  at  Vienna,  in  the  body  of  a  robuat  were  successively  drawn  forward  and  opoaed, 

man,  and  I  noted  it  as  an  interesting  extra-  to  the  number  of  upwards  of  thirty,  aa  the 

development  of  musde.    In  following  years,  quantity  of   serum    amounted    to  sixteen 

and  in  this  last*  I  have  often  found  it  again,  ounces.     The  wound  was  then  dosed  vrith 

and  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  it  adhesive  plaster. 

is  more  then  a  mere  anomaly.     In  strongly        Two  days  after  the  operation  he  was  seised 

muscular  subjects,  with  short  necks  and  with  febrile  symptoms,  which  were  treated 

tough    aural    cartilages,   it  is  very  rarely  by  saline  and  antimonial  medicines;  and  tliia 

absent.    Its  influence  on  the  dictation  of  was  followed  by  erysipelas  of  the  fiuse :  the 

the  cartilaginous  meatus  which  leads  to  the  pulse  rose  to  125,  and  he  had  much  conlu- 

membrane  tympani  renders  it  physiologi-  non  and  delirium.    The  head  was  shavedy 

eally  interestmg.     In  the  cases  in  which  it  eold  lotions  applied,  and  a  band  one  inch 

is  absent,  there  is  at  always  tendinous  band  broad  made  between  the  fiice  and  the  scalp 

going  ttom  the  origin  of  the  stylo-glossus  to  by  nitrate  of  silver.    These  mesns,  with 

the  same  part  of  &9  auditory  passage ;  and  purgatives,  saline  and  antimonial  medicines, 

this  I  regard  as  the  empty  sheath  of  the  de-  subdued  the  fever  and  the  erysipelss  of  Uie 

ficient  musde—a  shell  without  its  kernel. —  ^^ce ;  but  the  wound  in  the  scrotum  was 

Medic*  Jtthrb,  de§  k,  k,  otierreieh.  Staate».  etiU  considerably  inflamed. 
Bd.  XXX.  St.  3,  Adhibeantur  Catsplasmata. 

— — ■  30th. — He  is  now  convalescent ;    pulse 

ABERDEEN  INFIRMARY  REPORTS.  ^^»  tongue  clesn;  the  wound  of  the  scrotum 

r«    *.      ^^  ,  discharging  healAy  pus. 

[Continued  fhim  page  883.]  May  1 2th.— The  opening  m  the  scrotum 

Catet  and  Observationt  by LAiNo,Esq.  contracting,  snd  the  discharge  much  dimi* 

One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  HpspitaL  nished.     The  testis  of  the  left  side  is  now 

i  _  little  above  the  natural  size,  though  the 

_  scrotum  is  still  thickened    snd    enlanred. 

cTSTic  oa  HTDATOiD  DisiASi  OF  TH«  The  right  tcstis  is  stUl  hard  and  som^hat 

"*"'•  painftil  to  the  touch. 
A.  M.,   et.  29,  admitted  April    llth,        23d.— Dismissed. 
1838,  with  a  large  swelling  of  the  left  side        This  patient  returned  to  the  hospital  ia 
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Mjf  1839,  on  account  of  a  different  diaeaae.  alongh,  four  or  Ave  incheB  in  lei^h,  by  two 

The  testis  formerly  operated  on  was  found  in  br^th,  has  formed  on  the  right  side, 

quite    sound,    being    scarcely  hirger,    but  OmittaturMistuiu.    ContinuenturC«t»r». 

somewhat  softer  than  natural,  without  any  r   Qpu  gr.   i.,    formA  Piluhe,   onmi 

pam.    This  was  evidently  a  case  of  the  dis-  nocte 

ease  called  by  Mr.  Guthrie,   and  others,  n,j       ^      ,      v       v  i.               u     :t 

cystic  or  hydatoid  disease  of  the  testis,  but  ,  ^^I'T  ^  «ough,  which  comprehends 

differed  from  most  of  the  cases  recorded  in  "^n^ort  the  whole  fore  part  of  the  scrotum,  is 

the  size  of  the  cysts,  which  are  usually  de-  f  ^'^  detached,  uid  the  nght  testis  thmtens 

scribed  as  being  from  the  size  of  peas  to  that  *?  P"**™*'  ^r.,"  ^"^^^^  ^7  adhcsiye 

of  irrapes.  straps.     The  febrile  symptoms  have  nearly 

*    *^    *  subsided. 

CASK  or  DISEA8BD  TESTIS.  He  wss  Ordered    porter  and    Sulphuric 

E.   A.,    eetat.    35,     wright,     was    ad-  Acid   mixture.      Continuentur    Pilulsa 

mitted  on  the  9th  January,   1R40,  with  a  Opii  bis  die,  et  Oleum   Ridni  pro  re 

large  tense  elastic  swelling  of  the  left  side  of  nata. 

the  scrotum,  nciAer  affwrted  by  coughing  February  10th.  -  Health  improved,  and 

nor  change  of  position,  but  extending  up  the  gt^ength  r^uming  rapidly.      Ae  ulcer  is 

?    vJl  ^  •!>**<>'^«1,  aperture.     It  g„nulating  anddcatrixing  steadily.     Thfii 

r''*^u^!?''jr!r"V'?**!f''^'!'^    t««««^t»»«  effected  side  is  reduced  iearly  to 

from  ite  bulk.     On  ti»e  whole  tte  symptoms    itg  natural  si«5.     Peigat. 

closdy  resembled  tiiose  of  hydrocele,  but        i8th.~Going  on  extremely  well.      The 

?!JT'"*  ''*',  "^l  ^P^?*'  "*^   ^5    «!«'•  "  dimiSdied  to  the  six^  of  a  crown- 
fluctuation  was  less  distmct.     It  commenced    piece 

about  twelve  months  ago,  without  any  known  *^      '       Omittantur  Pilulie  Opii. 

cause,  and  extended  gradually  upwards.     On 

the  13th  an  incision  was  cautiously  made        Mareh  10^.-— The  wound  has  continued 

through  the  integuments    and  the    tunica  ^  contract  gradually,  and  is  now  healed. 

vaginalis,  when  a  hydatid  of  considerable  The  cicatrix  is  extremely  small,  compared 

sixe  presented  itself.    This  was  punctured,  with  the  great  size  of  the  ulcer.     DismissecT 

and  was  immediately  followed  by  another,  cured. 

which  was  also  punctured,  exactly  as  de-        Although  the  treatment  adopted  in  these 

scribed  in  the  preceding  case ;  and  thus  ten  ^o  cases  proved  successful,  yet  the  symptoms 

or  twelve  ounces  of  serum  were  evacuated,  were  so  severe,  and  the  cure  so  tedious,  that 

Ab  soon  as  the  first  cyst  appeared,  I  sent  for  I  doubt  whellier  extirpation  of  the  testis 

two  of  my  colleagues,  and  they  were  wit-  would  not  be  preferable. 

nesses  to  the  successive  puncturing  of  the 

cysts.      When  the   scrotum  was    reduced  case  or  sbcondart  h^uokkbaob  citked 

nearly  to  the  natural  size,  the  edges  of  the      by  ligature  or  the  rEMOKAL  aktbet. 

wound  were  brought  together  with  adhesive        j.   c.,  «t.   24,    a  pUot,    was  admitted 

PT:T*    r^..  J        *..    ^  ^  on  the  22d  of  April,  1838,  with  both  legi 

14A.-The   wound  continued  for  swne  Severely  fractured.    The  accident  was  oc^ 

&ne  to  ooze  out  a  wateiy  flmd.    .  To-day  ^^^^^  ^   y^  j       ^^^j,,^  entangled  in  a  rop0 

the  scrotum  u  shghtly  swollen  and  mflamed.  .tj^jhed^to  a  ship  m  motion.     The  left  1^ 

Adhibeantur  Cataplasmata.    Low  diet.  bad  suffered  a  compound  and  comminuted 

15th. — Was  seized  with  severe  pain  of  the  fracture,  the  tibia  protruding  through  the 

testicles  soon  after  yesterday's  visit.     The  wound.    The  bones  of  the  right  leg  wero 

scrotum  is  now  mudb  enlaiged,  red,  tense,  oomminutedf  but  did  not  protrude.     Tliere 

and  extremely  tender;  pulse  frequent ;  tongue  ^^as,  however,  an  external  wound,  and  much 

furred,  and  white ;  bowels  opened  by  medi-  contusion  of  the  soft  parts.    There  was  also 

dne  this  morning.  considerable  hsemonrhage  from  the  wound  of 

E  Antimon.  Ttotar.  gr.  iv. ;  Aquse  Cass.  ^  ^f^l^^  ^^  T"'  ^^^*  soon  checked 

Sviij. ;    Solve  CapStt,    unciam,   tertiis  ^  dotiis  sodced  m  cold  water.      It  b^g 

horis.    Continuentur  Cataplasmata  et  detcnnmed  to  attempt  saving  botji  l^s,  they 

Yotaa  ^^'^  *^  "  accurately  aa  posable,  and  spimta 

,0.1.      o     11-      -ini      ^*   u  *      •    -!•  ind  bandages  applied.     An  anodyne  draught 

ISflu-Swdhng  stin  great,  but  pam  di-  ^  ^^^i;^  Mti!At,  and  the  usual  treatment 

TOinished.     The  mteguments  have  assumed  ^  ^  ^^^j^^  reapSto. 

a  gangrenoua  appearance  in  several  places.        q^  ^^  ^^  the'wonnd  of  the  right  U« 

Four  or  five  mdsiDns  were  made  mto  the  ^^  assumed  a  gangrenous  appearance,  which 

scrotum,  which  discharged  blood  and  serum,  ^ndered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  splinti 

Continuentur  Omnia.  from  it,  and  apply  poultices,  fomentations, 

20tb.— No  sloughing  has  teken  place  on  &c.    The  wound  of  the  left  leg  was  looking 

the  left  side  of  the  scrotum,  the  matter  hay-  weU.    It  was  dressed,  and  the  splints  re- 

ing  found  vent  by  the  incisions ;  but  •  large ,  applied. 
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On  the  5th  of  May  a  large  portion  of  the  followed.    The  flap  was,  therefore,  reapplied, 

tibia  was  extracted  from  die  wound  of  the  and  the  wound  dressed.      From    eig^t  to 

right  leg,  which  soon  after  began  to  assume  twelve  hours  after  the  operation  the  tempe- 

a  more  favourable  appearance  ;   but,  about  rature  of  the  limb  was  six  or  seven  degrass 

the  10th,  the  left  leg  and  knee  were  attacked  lower  than  that  of  the  opposite  side,  notwith- 

with  phlegmonous  erysipelas,    and   diffuse  standing  the  application  of  warm    bottles, 

abscesses  formed  near  each  molleolus.     These  flannel,  &c.     Next  morning  it  was  only  two 

were  opened  by  the  lancet,  and  discharged  degrees  lower,   and  in  the  course   of  the 

profusely.    His  strength  was  now  supported  foUowing  day  became  quite  natural, 

by  nourishing  food,  wine,  porter,  &c.,  and  On  the  2d   September,    the   pulse  had 

the  wound  of  the  right  leg  began  to  granu-  fallen  to  112,  and  was  firmer,  and  his  colour 

late  favourably ;  but  the  abscesses  in  the  left  had  begun  to  return.     Hie  wound  in  the 

leg  discharged  copiously,  and  the  heel  began  fore>part  of  the  thigh  had  adhered  by  the 

to   slough  from    pressure.      He  was    also  first  intention,    except  where  the   ligatare 

affected  with  irregular  fever,  and  occasional  passed  out.    The  stump  also  was  granulating 

diarrhoea,  for  which  astringents,  opiates,  and  freely,  and  had  begun  to  cicatrize.     Wine, 

quinine,  were  employed.     In  the  month  of  quinine,  and  nourishing  food,  were  conttnoed. 

July  the  ulcers  in  the  right  leg  were  nearly  From  this  time  he  continued  to   improre 

cicatrized,  and  the  bones  had  begun  to  re-  steadily. 

unite :    but  the  bones  of  the  Idft  leg  re-  On  the  18th  the  ligature  came  away  from 

mained  loose  and  bare,  the  sloughing  of  the  the  artery,  and  soon  after  the  wound  cloeed. 

heel  continued,  ^e  os  calcis  became  carious.  The  stump  also  was  nearly  skinned  over,  and 

and  his  strengtii  was  so  much  reduced  by  the  his  strength  much  restored, 

discharge,  that  it  became  necessary,  in  the  On  the  14th  of  October  the  stump  was 

beginning  of  August,  to  propose  amputation  entirely  healed,  and  the  right  1^  firm,  and 

of  that  limb,  in  order  to  save  his  life.    The  but  slightly  deformed.      He  was  soon  after 

operation  was  accordingly  performed  on  the  dismissed,  quite  well. 

14th,  at  the  usual  distance  below  the  knee,  a  _______^_^^__^____^_^___ 

flap  being  formed  from  the  calf  by  transfixion. 

On  the  20th  the  stump  looked  weU,  union  CASE  OF  TETANUS. 

by  the  first  intention  having  taken  place  to  

a  considerable  extent.     On  the  night  of  the  7^  ^^^  ^^,7^  ^  ^^^  Medieai  GaaetU. 
24th  copious  hsemorrhage  occurred,  m  con- 
sequence of  his  having  started  up  in  bed  Sir, 

from  some  sudden  alarm.     It  was  arrested  Thinking  that  the  accompanying  case  wiU 
by  cold  and  pressure.      On  the    25th    it  be  an  acceptable  contribution  to  the   pro- 
recurred  with  greater  violence.     On  taking  fession,   on    the  treatment  of  an   obscure 
off  the  dressings  the  lips  of  the  wound  were  disease,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  giving 
found  to  be  forced  asunder  by  coagulated  it  insertion  in    an    early  number  of  your 
blood.     On  clearing  it  away,  the  state  of  the  valuable  journal. — I  remain,  sir, 
stump  was  found  to  be  such  that  it  was  im-  Your  obedient  servant, 
possible  to  seize  and  tie  the  bleeding  vessels.  Thos.  Lewis,  M.B.  M.R.C.S.L. 
A  piece  of  sponge  was,   therefore,   pUced  2,  Rodney-street,  Liverpool, 
over  them,  and  pressure  applied  by  means  of  Dec.  8, 1840. 
compresses  and  bandages.  _  ^           -  ,,     .       ^%         .      . 

27th.~HiEmorrhage  has    returned  with  Tetanus  foUowmg  the  reduction  qf  im  old 

violence  four  or  five  times  since  yesterday.  partial  dislocation  of  the  ankle  by  a  Ume- 

Each  attack  of  bleeding  is  preceded  by  severe  »<'"«••     ^*C/«^  <?/<?«^'»  »/  '^^  Extract  of 

pain  in  the  stump.     His  strength   is   now  ^^^^*^^  Hemjh—Pleuritis^Pneumonia-- 

alarmingly  reduced,  the  lips  and  caruncula  Death—Autopsy. 

lacrymalis  being  pale,  the  pulse  160,  feeble,        Mr.  J ,  a  patient  of  Mr.  Bickersteth'Sy 

and    undulating.      Amputation    above  the  let.  29,  of  mid(Ue  conformation,  sanguineo- 

knee  being  considered  inadmissible  from  his  melancholic    temperament,    ei^oying   good 

great  debility,    I    proceeded    immediately,  health.    Nine  months  ago,  while  exercising 

with  the  assistance  of  my  colleague  Dr.  in  a  gymnasium,   he   dislocated  the  right 

Dyce,  to  tie  the  femoral  artery,  as  the  only  ankle,  and  fractured  the  fibula  near  its  lower 

remaining  alternative.      The    incision   was  extremity.    The  dislocation  was  not  oom- 

made  in  the  usual  place,  the  inner  edge  of  pletely  reduced,  but  left  some  deformity ;  the 

the  sartorius  muscle  raised,  the  sheath  of  the  foot  was  turned  too  much  outwards.     He  has 

vessels  opened,  and  a  single  ligature  passed  been  lame  ever  since,  and  obliged  to  use  one 

round  the  artery.     Fortunately  not  a  tea-  or  two  walking-sticks, 

spoonful  of  blood  was  lost  during  the  opera-  On  the  21st  of  last  month  (Oct.),  a  quack 

tion,  as  the  patient  had  very  httle  to  spare,  bone-setter  undertook  to  rectify  the  defor* 

The  coagulated  blood  was  now  removed  from  niity.    A  relative  of  the  patient  states  that  he 

the  face  of  the  stump,  but  no  hsnuirrhage  used  a  good  deal  of  force  for.  about  seven 
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minuttB/and  the  patient  states  he  felt  the  ordered  the  senna  draaght  to  be  repeated  ; 
redaction.  For  three  days  previously  to  this,  since  then  he  has  vomited  several  times,  and 
the  foot  and  ankle  were  immersed  in  a  ponl-  has  thrown  up  the  draught.  The  thoracte 
tice  of  grains.  After  the  reduction  a  plaster  oppression  is  still  increased,  which  makes 
was  applied  round  the  ankle,  which  blistered  him  very  restless ;  he  requests  to  be  moved 
the  surface.  The  patient  states  that  he  has  from  one  position  to  another  every  two  or 
been  able  to  walk  better  since  the  reduction ;  three  minutes.  Complains  of  feeling  very 
but  his  relative  states  that  she  has  observed  weak ;  he  cannot  turn  himself  in  bed ;  pulse 
a  marked  alteration  in  him — ^he  has  been  120.  The  mouth  is  somewhat  more  relaxed, 
lower  in  spirits  than  usual.  The  upper  extremities  have  been  a  flew  times 
On  the  10th  Nov.,  he  went  in  the  mom-  spasmodically  moved  just  at  the  time  of  fall- 
ing to  his  office  as  usual,  and  early  in  the  ing  asleep  :  complains  of  a  feeling  of  fatigue 
af&moon  returned  home.  He  was  now  seen  in  the  back  of  the  neck,  which  leads  him  to 
for  the  first  time :  he  said  that  he  felt  last  Change  his  position  every  few  minutes, 
evening  an  oppression  and  constriction  of  the  Ordered— an  injection  of  Castor  Oil  and 
chest,  with  inability  to  open  his  mouth,  but  Turpentine,  aa.  5j.  in  Jvj.  gruel, 
had  slept  well  Ust  night :  he  also  felt  stiff-  ^  perri  Sesquioxidi,  ^iv. ;  Thereacse, 
ness  about  the  eyelids.  These  symptoms  ^yiij. ;  Coch,  j.  ampl.  2nda.  vel.  3tia, 
have  so  much  increased  as  to  oblige  him  to  q.  q.  Hora  Sumend. ;  Pergat  in  usu  pil. 
return  from  his  duties.  The  eyelids  do  not  Morph.  et  Calom. 
appear  too  much  closed,  though  he  says  he  j,  Ungt.  Hydr.  Fort.  Spino  dorsi.  infri- 
cannot  open  them  as  usual.      The  mouth  cand.  ter  die. 

cannot  be  opened  any  more  than  to  allow        .-^ ,j«      onnression  of   the  chest  is 

the  <^d  of  the  Utfle  finger  b^  introduced  i  ^^^  '^  attempt  to  swaUow  Li  foUowed  by 

nuuaetermtuclesnot  r^:  there  u  no  ]^;  ^      contLtion-of  the  jaws  ;  after  a 

pake  qniet ;  skin  cool :  there  i.  no  p«n  in  ^J^  ^^"^^^            ^^^      ^^  ^  „„„th 

the  ankle ;  the  <»tide  is  desquamating  in  ^  ^^  ^      ^  .j;  „  to  admit  the  end  of  the 

large  scales  upon  it;  breathing  slow.  ^^^^  ^^^     ^  pj^  ^f  ^^  ^„  p,„^ 

Ordered  to  take — a  warm  bath ;  Calomel  between  the  molar  teeth  while  some  of  the 

and  Dover's  powders  at  bed-'time ;  and  electuary  of  iron  was  given,  but  the  attempt 

a  saline  draught  every  four  hours.  to  swallow  produced  such  contraction  of  the 

^,       , , .,       m  .1                  L  *.u       J     1.  jaws  as  to  give  pain,  and  the  wood  was  re- 

Nov.  llth.--To6k  a  vapour  batii,  and  not  i,oved  with  some  difficulty.    The  temporal 

the  warm  batii  as  ordered  ;  slept  tolerably  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^t  ^^  ^^ 

weU  kst  night.     2i  p.m.— TTicre  is  no  im-  ^^ .   ^j^^^^  j^  ^^g.^^   ^^  ^^  1^^^^  ^^, 

provement  of  the  symptoms.  9i  p.m.— He  t^emities,  but  he  can  move  them  :  has  stiff- 
had  been  lying  on  a  sofa  all  day,  and  m  ^^  j^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^  p^j^^  Uq^ 
going  up  stairs  to  bed  he  became  pale  and  g  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ ,  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
faint,  with  a  great  mcrease  of  the  oppression  ^^  .^  ^^  ^^  electuary  has  not  been 
of  the  chest :  he  now  feels  more  easy.  ^^^  regularly  :  he  could  not  be  made  to 
A  Liniment  of  Soap,  Camphor,  and  Tinct.  swallow  it.    The  bowels  have  moved  twice 

Opii,  ordered  to  be  rubbed  into  the  since  the  injection.     The  breath  has  rather 

buccal  region.      Calomel  anil  Dover's  a  foetid  odour. 

powder  to  be  repeated  to-night.  14th,  2}  a.m.— Yesterday   evening    he 

__     ,    ,             ,        ,    .  complained  of  great  pain  across  the  right 

12th,  4i  A.M.— Has  had  some  sleep,  but  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^i  Mr.  Bickersteth 

the  sense  of  constnction  of  the  chest  is  much  ordered  a  mustard  poultice  :  he  was  relieved 

increased,  so  that  he  cannot  he  long  upon  .     j^  f^^  ^  ^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^  ^^     ^  ^  ^^ 

his  back ;  he  prefers  lying  on  his  side  :  the  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^    .  j^^  mammary  region, 

jaws  are  more  closed.    There  has  been  no  jj^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^-^  without  sharp,  cutting 

stiffness  about  the  neck,  nor  inconvemence  ^^  ^^  appeared  to  be  reUeved  by  pres- 


the  head :  he  said  he  bad  pam  m  ti^e  fore-  ^^^ .    ^^  ^^         ^^  ^^^^  120 ;  face  much 

head  the  night  before.     Mr.  Bickersteth  re-  f^^y^^^     The  trismus  about  the  same  :  says 

commended  countcr-nrntation  to  the  spine ;  ^^^.^  ^  ^^  stiffness  about  the  neck, 

and  to  take  Morph.  Mur.  gr.  ss..   Calomel,  ^  ,      ,     .       i_  u..  f^  *u.  ,»•»„».*» 

gr.  Uj.,  every  three  hours  T  bowels  costive  Ordcred-ten  leeches  to  the  mammary 

sYnce^ yesteVday.   Ordered  a  semia  draught.  region,  to  be  followed  by  a  mustanl 

Potassi  fdsa  wm  well  applied  on  each  side  Po«ltice       The  Calomel   and  Morph. 

ofthecervicalspinousprSLses.  12iA.M.-  ***^  ^  K^'^'^i'I^^iSL^^^ 

No  improvement ;  pu£e  100.     The  rash  has  J*»  ^  be  given  after  the  application  of 

now  almost  entirely  subsided.     114  p.m.—  tHe  leeclies. 

Mr.  Bickersteth  saw  him  this  afternoon,  and  6  p.m.— Had   considerable  rebef  after  the 
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leechM  I  but  tbt  pila  ocbm  on  agitiii,  and  at  Mr.  BJekentrthhwing  pfopoaed  th»  •■ 

6  4-M.    eight  more  leeekes  were  appUad,  of  'fys  extract  of  hemp,  it  w«a  kindly  fnr- 

wiUi  relief.    At  preaent  there  is  mudi  leaa  niihed  hy  Dr.  Jaduon,  of  Mount  Fleaanta 

pain  in  breathing ;  there  Is  great  stifiness  of  A  solution  was  made  of  twdre  gndna  In  fita 

the  muscles  of  the  back,  and  of  the  left  drams  of  alooh<d  and  water.     At  10(  p.m., 

thigh ;  he  cannot  bend  the  trank,  nor  flex  a  teaapoonftd  of  the  solution  wan  given,  ni, 

the  thigh  on  the  pelvis.  Hie  other  symptoms  retained.     At  11^  p.m.,  he  paaaart   aboat 

are  the  same :  poise  soA^i  and  not  ao  fidl  as  half  a  pint  ot  dark-eoloared    ■— ■■mmmUjuJ 

in  the  morning.     He  was  now  seen  for  the  nrina.    The  paraxysois  werenow  very  mn^ 

first  time  by  Dr.  O'Donnell,  who  proposed  abated.    The  same  dose  was  ordered  to  be 

pursuing  the  puigatiTC  plan  of  treatment.  repeated  at  12  p.m.,  and  then  every  two 

Jfc  Calomel,  Pulv.  ScanfbonH,  «u  gr.  t.  ^J^^y^'^.r'J^^ 

2nda.  q.  q.  bom  s.     After  purgation-,  ^r^"^^^  ^^^^rT^  l^^^ 

to  take  Acidi  Hydrocyanid   Si.  wiv.  ^Z^'  ^^  ^  dectuary  of  iron    this 

ZL^  *'^'  "^"^  "^^  *^~*  "  ^'^i  ^-"-At  an  early    boor  the 

proauoea.  friends  of  the  patient  sent  to  say  timt  die  jaws 

15th»  9  P.M.— Six   of  the  powders  have  were  opened,  and  that  he  had  had  some  aJeep. 

been  given,  and  three  more  of  double  their  It  was  ascertained  that  the  second  dose  of 

strength,  but  without  any  effect.  Dr.O'Don-  the  solution  was  ejected,  and  anodier  given 

nell  remained    with    him  this    afternoon,  was  retained.     Shortly  afterwarda  be  iell 

and  administered  about  four  doses  of  Hydro-  adeep,  which  eontinnad  for   abottt    three 

cyanic  Add.  Dil.,  of  ten  minims  each,  atshort  hours  snd  a  half.    llierBwere  fir^eqiieQl  oon- 

intenrds,  without  effect.      Friction  to  the  vuldvemotiouaof  the  headend  trunk  dvring 

trunk  and  extremities  was  ordered,     tt  was  this  sleep :  about  an  hour  and  a  hsJf  after 

tiiought  that  the  add  might  have  been  weak,  awaking  he  waa  able  to  open  hia  mouth,  and 

and  the  following  mixture  was  obtdned  from  converse  rather  freely :  tiw  pavoxynna  ware 

the  Apothecaries'  Hall  (out  of  a  ft^sh  bottle),  then  very  much  abated.    A  fimrfch  doae  of 

51  Add  Hydrocrm.  DU.  3ij. ;  Aipm  Cin-  ^  "otation  »«»  given  Ao«t  6  *.if .    Tbe 

^  "^  spasm  of  the  trunk,  but  very  transient :  there 

Dr.  O'Donndl  and  myself  stud  to  administer  appeared  to  be  a  smile  upon  his  countenance, 

this.    I  will  just  describe  his  state  at  this  and  an  expression  of  being  happy.      He 

time  :  pulse  about  150,  soft  and  moderately  spoke  rather  freely,  but  wm  delirioaa;  pulse 

full ;    great   prostration ;   decubitus  on  the  160,  very  weak ;  bowels  not  moved. 

back ;  jaws  closed,  but  by  a  little  force  may  ^  ,      ,     ,  -    ^.      .    i_ 

be  separated  a  quarter  of  an  indi ;  does  not  Ortcred— Injection  to  be  repeated,  and  to 

compldn  of  pain  except  when  the  spasmodic  ""^*  *°™®  °^'  ^^ 

paroxysms  come  on,  which  is  every  two  or  12^  a.m. — SeenbyMr.BU^erstetfaandDr. 

three  minutes,  affecting  the  muscles  of  the  O'Donndl:  dnce  last  rqwrthashad  nearly 

tnmk  and  lower  extremities :  an  attempt  to  two  boun'  deep ;  countenance  much  altered 

move  his  thigh  will  bring  on  a  spasm.    The  for  tfie  worse ;  pulse  varying  from  140  to 

left  lower  extremity  is  more  affected  than  the  160,  very  weak  and  small ;  hands  were  cod 

right.    During  the  paroxysm  the  features  ara  and  moist,  and  of  a  bluidi  colour ;  bowds 

distorted  and   the  chest  thrown  forwards,  have  just  now   friedy  moved  ;  evacuation 

but  there  is  not  well-marked  opisthotonos,  liquid,  of  black  cdour. 

The  stomach  would  appear  to  be  contracted  rk-j— ^     %••      •                .              ,  <.     ^ 

at  the  time  with  the  voluntary  musdes,  for,  t^rtcred— Jij.  wme  every  hour,  and  beef- 
simultaneously  with  the  generd  paroxysm, 

he  throws  up  a  dark  mucous  fluid,  which  he  He  waa  now  observed  for  half  an  hour,  nd 

apits  out:  there  is  a  good  ded  of  saliva  mixed  had  no  spasm,  but  was  indined  to  deep, 

with  it.    A  little  of  the  tongue  can  be  seen.  The  remaining  doae  of  the  solution  of  the 

and  appean  dark  in  the  centre.    He  speaks  extract  of  hemp  not  to  be  given  while  the 

very  little  ;  it  is  a  labour  for  him  to  do  so.  effeeta  of  the  former  doae  remained.    S  p.m. 

The  bowels  have  not  moved;  no  urine  passed  — Had  two  oonvuldons  smee  last  leport, 

for  seventeen  houn ;  abdomen  soft.    Four  and  has  been  in  a  comatose  state,  but  may  be 

doses,  3j.  each,  of  the  above  mixture,  were  roused;  took  two  ounces  of  wine,  and  aoae 

giveninthespaceof  twenty  minutes^  which,  beef. tea;    pulse  now    hardly    perceptible, 

after  being  retained  two  or  three  minutea,  Prom  thia  time  he  gradndly  sunk,  and  died 

were  ejected  during  the  .generd  paroxysm,  without  a  struggle  at  3}  p.m. 
The  only  efl^t  noticed  was  a  fluttering  of 

the  respiration.    After  an  intenrd  of  twenty  Auiopty,  ttoeniy-oHB  Aourr  i^fttr  Deaik, 

minutes  three  teaspoonsfrd  of  the  same  mix-  iSjr/mor.— Considerable  rigidity  of  d» 

ture  were  given  at  once,  but  withont  any  extramitieB.    Bxtenavve  livid  diseoieurafkm 

effiBct»andwa»flQoniqiaoted.  f>f  theintegiimeBtBof  the'baek.espedally  of 
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tha  Imnbur  rqgioii.    PeiciiaflUm  nfher  duU  Rsii A»K8.-^The  object  intended  in  pub- 

in  the  right  udUa.  iishing  this  cue  has  been  to  direct  ettention 

Spinal  cord, — Nothing  more  thanmodente  to  a  remedy    which  in  India  and  in  this 

congeation  of  the  Teaaela  of  the  pia  mater  was  oomitry  (aa  proved  in  the  foregoing  case)  haa 

obeyed,  and  this  waa  more  mariced  on  the  been  fonnd  to  poaeaa  power  in  controlling 

posterior  than  the  anterior  surfiu^.  spasmodic  action  of  the  mnscnlar  system ; 

Bram. — The  dora  mater  adhered   very  and    though   the  case    did  not  terminate 

finnly  to  the  inner  surfrce  of  the  skull.  Some  fiiyonrably,  yet  sncfa  Acts  have  been  elicited 

congeation  of  the  pia  mater  on  the  posterior  aa  to  entitle  the  eztnctof  Imfianhemp  to  aa 

part  of  the  brain.    A  thin  layer  of  bloody  early  administration  in  fhtore  cases, 

semm  under  the  arachnoid  made  the  mem-  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  «^lim)nf>]  for  its 

brane  appear  very  red  in  some  parts,  espe-  introduction  into  this  country  will  be  soon 

cially  on  the  left  posterior  lobe.    The  same  opened,  ao'  that  the  remedy  may  be  accessible 

waa  obsenred  on  the  anterior  lobes,  but  to  a  to  the  profession  generally.    At  present,  I 

less  extent.    The  cortical  substance  waa  of  a  believe,  it  haa  only  been  introduced  through 

deep  colour,  and  contrasted  well  with  the  private  hands, 

medullary ;  the  latter  was  considerably  coo-  — — -.-._^_^_««____^____ 

^nJS^tt^:itr^"Z  ™2  EXTENSION  OF  VACCINATION 

being  of  a  very  deep  colour :  no  softening  ACT. 

observed :  no  fluid  in  one  of  the  lateral  ven-  «-^ 

tridea,  tfid  oidy  aboot  half  a  dram  in  the  jy,  f,^  jmUot  (^tke  MMetU  Gaiette. 

other:  thecerebeuum  wasnot  so  ooogested 

aa  the  cerebrum.  ^'*' 

Choit. — Both  lungs  had  coOapsed.     A  You  doubtless,  Mr.  Editor,  remember  the 

small  quantity  of  bl(Mdy  serum  in  the  right  occasion  on  which  .^isop  represents  one  of 

pleura.    i{^^/ ^w^.— -On  the  anterior  and  his  characters  as  exclaiming^  ^  Oh!  my  sons, 

lower  part  of  the  upper  lobe  then,  was  a  behold  the  power  of  unity.'*    Hie  medical 

thin  layer  of  lymph ;  on  its  lower  maigin  tk  men  about  Brentford  haeve  nobly  iUnstraled 

was  alK>ut  the  thickness  of  a  shilling.    There  the  truth  of  the  sage's  renoark :  we,  too,  the 

wera  two  or  three  small  msosrs  of  hepatisa-  medical  officers  of  the  Edmonton  Union, 

tion  just  beneath  the  lymph.    The  lower  have  followed  in  their  wake; 'see  the  result-^ 

lobe,  and  the  depending  part  of  the  upper,  here  ia  the  brief  detail  :<— 

folt  heavy ;  broke  rather  readUy  on  pressure.  On  the  29th  of  October,  the  Board  di« 

emitting  a  spumous  bloody  flidd,  not  hepa-  'rected  their  medical  officers  to  be  written  to, 

tiaed,    but    much    congested.      The   Isige  to  ascertain  whedier  they  were  willing  to 

bronchi  contained  a  frothy  mucus  tinged  vaccinate  in  their  several  districts,  according 

with  blood.    Smaller  ones    not  examined,  to  the  new  Act,  at  18d.  per  case.    A  meet- 

Tlie  ^  lung  was  in  a  similar  state  of  con-  ing  of  six,  of  the  medical  staff  of  seven,  took 

gestion  as  the  right.  place ;  we  answered  the  Board  by  declining 

Heart. — Judging  by  the  eye,  it  appeared  to  enter  on  the  provisions  of  the  recent  Act 

somewhat  smaller  £an  natural ;  very  flaccid ;  at  less  than  half-a-crown  per  case, 

all  the  cavities  quite  empty,  exoept  the  right  It  was  late  before  our  joint  tender  was 

ventricle,  which  contained  a  gelatinous  look*  sent  in ;  scarcely  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 

ing  coagulum,  about  the  sise  of  a  filbert :  goaidians  was  present :  we  had  not  expected 

there  was  little  or  no  blood  within  it.  All  die  any  decision  till  the  next  Board-day,  yet  this 

valves  were  thin,  translucent,  and  healthy.  fraction  considering,  that  as  memcal  men 

Abdomen, — ^Numerous  old  adhesiona  of  had  generally  vacdiiated  gratuitously,  and 

the  liver  to  the  dim>hrsgm  and  abdominal  as  we  had  "  vaccination  included  under  our 

walL    Three  or  four  biliary  calculi,  sise  of  present  contract,"  resolved  that  18d.'was  a 

hempseed,  in  tha  gall-bladder,  which  was  sufficient  remuneration,  and  again  offered 

distended  with  bile.      SpUen. — Small  and  the  said  sum. 

firm.  Stomach. — ^Modeiately  distended  with  The  only  surgeon  who  did  not  attenft  tha 
gaa ;  contained  only  two  or  three  drama  of  a  meeting  of  his  du^firiree  accepted  tiie  18d. 
thick  dark-green  fluid,  having  a  very  add  Hie  six  non-contents,  however,  met  again ; 
odour.  The  mucous  membnaie  slong  the  urged  the  sttendance  of  a  foil  Board ;  re- 
lesser  curvature  presented  a  patch  of  eccby-  newed  their  application  for  the  half-crown, 
mosedspots :  the  remainder  pale  and|noniial.  At  the  next  Board-4hiy  they  were  warmly 
A  few  Itfge  injected  vmna  ran  across  the  an*  aeoonded  by  the  more  liberal  guardiana,  and 
terior  and  posterior  surface  of  the  organ.  I  had  the  giatifieatlon  of  carrying  the  half- 
did  not  smell  any  hydrocyanic  acid  in  the  crown  by  a  majority  of  15  to  9. 
stomach,  inteetiuo  rather  inflated ;  con-  A  guwdian  propoaed  that  the  seceder  ba 
tained  some  blaek  liquid  fesees,  wUch  in  the  promoted  to  the  Ivrel  of  his  half-crown  bre- 
deaceoding  colon  had  tha  odoor  of  tvpantiBa;  tfaren,  which  was  resolved  accordingly  by  the 
Other  parts  not  qamtaied.  Bosrd.    It  it  tat  justiQe,  howavar,  to  this 
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gentteman  to  remark,  that  he  has  coalesced 
to-day  with  us  from  whom  he  so  mjudi- 
ciously  separated,  owing,  it  appears,  to  some 
erroneous  notion  he  entertained  that  paupers 
only  would  be  Tacdnated  under  the  new 
Act.  He  has,  with  much  good  feeling,  with' 
drawn  his  original  tender  of  18d.,  and  now, 
with  us,  refuses  to  accept  the  same,  even 
should  the  Commitadoners  decliQe  to  confirm 
the  half-crown  appointment.  We  wait  their 
dacision;  but  we  haye  thought  it  well  to 

Sut  on  record  and  circulate,  as  soon  as  may 
e,  the  above  detail,  that  other  surgeons, 
mtuated  as  we  were,  may  be  like-minded ; 
and  feel,  when  impdled  by  a  sense  of  what 
is  due  to  themselves  and  their  profession, 
that  they  are  not  travelling  altogether  a 
"  terra  incognita,"  or  destitute  of  the  "  chart 
and  compass"  of  other  men's  experience. 

I  am,  sir,  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues,  the 
medical  officers  of  the  Edmonton  Union, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  F.  J.  Lord. 
Hamstead,  Nov.  35tb,  1840. 

VACCINATION. 

7b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

A  LscTURS  pointing  out  the  true  nature  of 
vaccination  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Cowan,  at 
the  Town  Hall,  Reading,  on  Friday,  the  4th 
instant. 

Similar  efforts  throughout  the  country 
would  materially  aid  in  removing  the  pre- 
judices against,  and  in  promoting  the  prac- 
tice of  this  invaluable  discovery.  A. 

Reading,  ]>ec.  7, 1840. 


ON  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

7b  tke  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

The  following  statement  is  made  'by  Dr. 
Francis  Ramsbotham,  at  page  473  of  his 
work,  with  plates,  now  publishing  in  parts : — 
"  It  has  for  a  long  time  been  known  that  the 
placenta  may  be  found  at  the  os  uteri  under 
labodr;  and  this  malposition  was  noticed 
by  Guillemeau,  Mauriceau,  Amand,  Astruc, 
Dionis,  in  France;  Daventer,  in  Holland; 
Bracken  and  Pugh,  in  this  country,  besides 
othera ;  but  they  all  held  the  opinion  that  it 
was  not  originally  apposed  to  this  part  of  the 
uterus  by  nature,  but  that  in  consequence  of 
some  peculiar  accidental  circumstances  it 
had  become  loosened  from  its  attachment 
above,  had  fallen  down  by  its  own  weight, 
and  had  thus  accidentally  placed  itself  over 
the  uterine  orifice." 

I  am  awara  that  a  statement  similar  to  the 


preceding  has  often  be«n  madet  tboug;li  des- 
titute of  foundation.  Tliere  u  no  paasafe 
either  in  the  works  of  GuUIemeaa  or  Mau- 
riceau to  support  it ;  and  there  are  expres- 
sions employed  by  them  in  describing  casei 
of  placental  presentation,  from  ^rhich  it  may 
be  inferred  that  they  believed  the  placenta 
in  such  cases  to  have  been  originally  adherent 
to  the  neck  of  the  uterus. 

But  Paul  Portal,  in  his  treatise,  1685. 
states  in  the  most  clear  and  decided  manner 
that  he  found  in  not  less  than  five  caaea  the 
placenta  adhering  all  round  to  the  neck  of 
the  uterus.  It  is  evident  from  the  following 
extracts  that  he  was  as  well  ■^^inintyil  with 
the  circumstance  as  any  accoucheur  is  at  the 
present  time,  that  the  placenta  was  not,  as 
Dr.  Ramsbotham  has  asserted,  **  loomed 
from  its  attachment  above,  and  hsul  frllen 
down  by  its  own  weight,  and  had  thus  acci- 
dentally placed  itself  over  the  uterine  orifice. ' ' 
Paul  Portal's  39th  case  was  one  in  which 
the  placenta  presented,  and  he  recommended 
immediate  delivery,  by  turning  the  child,  as 
the  only  means  of  saving  the  patient's  life. 
He  introduced  his  fingen,  and;foand  the 
placenta  adhering  all  round  to  the  cervix. 

'*  Sur  cette  assurance  je  glissay  mes  doigts 
dans  les  orifices,  ou  je  setttie  Tarriere  faire 
qui  se  presentoit  et  qui  bouchoit  I'orifice  de 
la  matrice  de  tons  cotes  avec  adherence  en 
toutes  ses  parties,  ezcepte  par  le  milieu,  qui 
se  trouvoit  divise  jusqu'd  la  membrane." 

In  his  66th  case  the  same  thing  was  ob- 
served ;  and  in  case  68  he  says  he  felt  the 
placenta  adhering  firmly  to  the  cervix  uteri. 
'<Alors  je  les  evacuay,  et  je  glissay  mes 
doigts  plus  avant,  ou  je  sentis  Torifice  in- 
terne ouvert  a  passer  trois  doigts  fort  moUet, 
tendre  et  delie ;  et  introduisant  le  doigt,  je 
sentis  Tarriere  fidre  qui  se  presentoit,  et  qui 
^toitybr^  adherent  et  attache  a  Porijice  de 
la  matrice  de  toutee  parte,  oe  qui  causoit 
cette  grande  perte  de  sang.*'  There  are 
several  other  cases,  exactly  similar,  in  Por- 
tal's work,  to  whidi  it  is  unnecessary  parti- 
cularly to  refer. 

I  am  sure  Dr.  Ramsbotham  will  be  glad 
to  render  justice  to  Paul  Portal  in  the  next 
number  of  his  work,  and  also  to  Mauriccsn, 
who  first  pointed  out  the  great  distinction 
between  the  treatment  reqidred  in  cases  of 
placental  presentation,  and  those  of  uterine 
haemorrhage  in  which  the  placenta  had  ad- 
hered to  the  upper  part  of  the  uterus,  and 
been  detached  by  some  accidental  cause. 

If  Dr.  Ramsbotham  will  take  the  trouble 
to  read  Manrioeau's  cases,  he  will  find  that 
after  the  year  1682,  where  the  placenta  did 
not  present,  he  always  ruptured  the  mem- 
branes, and  left  the  child  to  be  expelled  by 
the  natural  efforts,  «s  was  afterwards  so 
strongly  recommended  by  Pngos.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  to  our  countryman,  the  late  Dr. 
Rigby,  as  he  asserto,  but  to  Mauriceau,  that 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION.    4C3 

we  are  indebted  for  this  great  practical  im-  district  lectioiu,  of  any  motioni  or  queations 

pfovement  in  the  treatment  of  flooding  at  wliicb,  by  notice  previously  given,  itand  for 

the   commencement  of  labour.     If  I  bave  consideration  at  that  meeting,  in  order  that 

now  stated  what  is  incorrect,  let  Dr.  R.  point  the  said  district  secretaries  may  lay  the  same 

out  where  the  error  lies.  before  the  members  of  their  respective  sec- 

Yonr  obedient  servant,  tions  a  week  at  least  before  such  general 

A  Student  of  MinwirERY.  meeting.     He  shall  (himself  or  by  deputy) 

Dec.  5, 1M0.  attend  each  quarterly  and  annual  meeting, 


and  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings.     He 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE  MEDICAL  AND  8»^»I1  s**^™?'  ^^^  proceedings  of  all  quarterly 

oTTnr^T/^AT    Aooi^i^T  AmTA\ik.T  meetings,  m  their  original  form',  to  the  an- 

SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION.  ^u^i  meetings,  and  lay  before  the  central 

Established  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  section  all  the  documents  in  his  possession, 

the  Character  and  legitimate  Interests  of  and  give  such  other  information,  connected 

the  Profe»non,and  of  encouraging frietidlg  with  his  office,  as  may  be  required.     His. 

and  social  feelings  amongst  its  Members,  travelling,  and  all  other  expenses  (not  includ- 

ing  his  annual  subscription),  shall  be  paid  out 

of  the  general  fund. 

RULES.  Yj^  Quarterly  meetings,  whicheverymem- 

I.  The  president  shall  be  elected  annually,  ber  who  can  make  it  convenient  is  expected 
and  shall  not  hold  the  office  for  two  years  to  attend,  shall  be  held  at  S  o'clock  on  the 
tit  «i(Ccetflto».  If  he  can  conveniently  be  6r8t  Tuesdays  respectively  of  January,  April, 
present,  he  shall  conduct  the.  business  of  the  and  July,  at  Gloucester,  or  at  one  of  the 
BOdety  at  each  of  the  quarterly  and  annual  larger  towns  of  the  county,  the  particular 
meetings.  In  his  absence  another  member  places  of  meeting  having  been  determined  at 
shall  be  nominated  to  the  chair.  the  previous  annual  meeting.    The  decisions 

II.  The  members  shall  be  divided  into  of  a  quarterly  meeting  are  not  intended  to 
those  of  the  central,  and  those  of  the  several  be  final,  as  regards  the  society  at  large,  but 
district  sections.  Every  medical  practi-  rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  suggestions  for 
tioner  shall  be  eligible  to  become  a  member  the  foundation  of  the  annual  report,  and  for 
of  the  association,  and  shall  be  admitted  on  the  further  consideration  of  the  annual  meet- 
the  nomination  or  recommendation  of  any  ing — but,  for  the  consideration  of  any  im- 
three  members;  but  every  member,  if  re-  portant  subject,  which  cannot  be  conveniently 
quired  to  do  so  by  the  secretary,  shsQl  pro-  deferred  until  the  annual  meeting,  the  pre- 
duce,  within  one  month,  proof  of  his  legal  sident  may,  by  a  public  advertisement  to 
qualification,  or  cease  to  be  a  member.  that  effect,  give  to  any  quarterly  meeting 

III.  The  central  section  shall  consist  of  the  character  and  authority  of  an  annual 
themembers  resident  in  Gloucester  and  its  im-  meeting,  as  far  as  that  particular  subject  is 
mediate  neighbourhood,  but  its  meeting  shall,  concerned . 

atalltimes,beopen  to  any  member  of  the  asso-  YII.  The  annual  meeting  shall  beheld 
ciation.  Its  peculiar  duty  shall  be  to  pre-  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  at  Glou- 
pare  and  lay  before  each  annual  meeting  a  cester,  or  one  of  the  larger  toums  of  the 
report,  based  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  county.  The  peculiar  duties  of  this  meet- 
several  district  sections  and  quarterly  meet-  ing  shall  be  to  appoint  the  officers,  deter- 
ings.  mine  the  places    at  which   the  quarterly 

IV.  Each  district  section  shall  consist  of  meetings  of  the  ensuing  year  shall  beheld,  — 
the  members  resident  in  one  of  the  larger  take  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of 
towns  of  the  county  or  its  neighbourhood,  the  previous  quarterly  meetings,  and  the 
It  shall  appoint  its  own  secretary,  and  have  report  of  the  central  section,  and,  upon  these 
the  absolute  contronl  of  its  own  proceedings,  proceedings  and  report,  frame  such  addi- 
transmitting  them  from  time  to  time  to  die  tional  laws  and  regulations,  and  adopt  sucfar 
secretary  of  the  association.  other  proceedings,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 

y.  Tlie  secretary,  who  shall  also  act  as  majority  of  the  members  present,  may  pro- 
treasurer,  shall  be  annually  elected ;  he  shall  mote  the  objects  of  the  society.  No  existing 
be  a  member  of  the  central  section,  and  re-  law,  however,  shall  be  expunged,  super- 
lident  in  Gloucester,  and  shall,  at  the  expi-  seded,  or  altered,  unless  so  determined  by 
ration  of  his  office,  be  eligible  for  re-election,  three-fourths  of  the  members  present.  The 
He  shall  act  as  general  correspondent  of  the  meeting  shall  also  be  competent  to  originate 
society,  receiving  also  and  collecting  the  an-  and  determine,  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
nual  subscriptions,  and  paying  any  reasonable  bers  present,  any  professional  question 
demands  upon  the  association.  He  shall  which  may  be  brought  before  them. 
.  give  notice,  by  puHUc  advertisement,  of  each  VIII.  Every  member  shall  pay  an  annual 
general  meeting;  and  shall,  a  fortnight  at  subscription  of  seven  shillings;  such  annual 
least  before  sud^  meeting,  give  information,  subscription  being  always  considered  due  on 
by  letter,  to  the  secretaries  of  the  several  the  first  of  October. 
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IX.  A  dinner  shall  he  prorided  at  each 
quarterly  and  annual  meeting,  the  expense 
of  which,  including  wiu0,  &c.,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed eight  thiilingi  a  head  ;  and  every  mem- 
ber who  does  not  attend  the  annual  dinner 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two-shillings-and- 
rixpence,  towards  the  general  expenses. 

X.  Amongst  the  subjects  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  society  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly directed  are  the  fc^owing : — 

The  public  interests  of  the  profession,  and 
I^slation  in  Parliament  thereon. 

The  internal  regulation  of  the  profession, 
and  the  intercourse  of  its  members. 

The  remuneration  of  medical  practitioners, 
either  by  public  bodies  or  by  indiriduals  in 
general* 

Medical  police,  and  the  protection  of  the 
public  health. 

XI.  Members  who  are  unable  to  attend 
the  quarterly  or  annual  meetings  are  au- 
thorized to  communicate  their  opinions  on 
any  of  the  avowed  objects  of  the  Association, 
by  letter  addressed  to  the  secretary,  who  shall 
lay  thesame  before  the  next  general  meeting. 

At  a  meeting  -of  the  Association  held  at 
the  King's  Head,  Gloucester,  on  Wednesday, 
the  17th  of  November,  1840,  the  above 
rules  were  read  and  adopted.-'— Dr.  Shute, 
of  Gloucester,  was  elected  president,  and 
Mr.  Wilton,  secretary,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

A  CAUTION  TO  MEDICAL  MEN. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
You  will  oblige  me  by  taking  notice,  at 
your  earliest  convenience,  of  the  following 
fraud,  and  by  so  doing  I  trust  put  your  nu- 
merous readers  so  on  their  guard  as  to  pre* 
vent  its  repetition. 

On  Friday  hist,  the  20th,  between' the 
hours  of  2  and  3  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  was 
not  at  home,  a  middle-aged  rather  stout  man, 
dressed  in  a  blue  pilot  coat,  drove  up  to  my 
house  in  a  private  cabriolet  and  inquired  for 
me :  not  finding  me  at  home  he  then  in- 
quired of  my  assistant  whether  I  practised 
cupping :  bemg  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  requested  the  loan  of  my  cupping  instru- 
ments, which  were  presented  to  him.  He 
left,  saying,  "  my  compliments,  my  name  is 
Parkinson,  and  I  will  return  the  esse  of 
instruments  in  am  hour"  I  need  only  add 
that  hour  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  never  will. 
I  fear  this  is  not  an  unccmimon  way  of 
robbing  medical  men ;  but  should  the  same 
thing  be  attempted  agun  I  hope  it  will  fail. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  humble  servant, 
Fbakcis  Waud, 

Balbam  Hill,  Surgeon,  arc. 

Near  Clapham,  Surrey. 
Nov.  asth,  1840. 


NOTE  FROM  MR.  W^HITEHEAD. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
I  SHOULD  feel  much  obliged  if  yon  would 
allow  me  a  word  or  two  in  your  next  FHday's 
Gazette  in  explanation  of  a  pusage  in  my 
communication  on  the  operation  for  spinal 
distortion,  published  in  .your  last  nuxnber. 
which  some  of  my  friends  appear  to  faaTC 
misapprehended.  At  the  conclusioa  of  the 
article  it  is  observed  that  the  dorsal  nmsclea 
of  the  right  side  (the  side  opposite  to  that 
on  which  the  division  was  made)  "  oontmue 
to  act  in  the  manner  above  mentioneti,  and 
to  increase  in  size."  My  meailing  vras,  that 
the  muscular  msss  was  larger  and  more 
ti^gible,  not,  in  aU  probability,  from  an  in- 
crease in  its  structural  development — an  ac- 
cession of  new  matter,  as  they  seem  to  have 
understood  it,  as  such  a  change  could  hardly 
be  expected  in  the  space  of  four  or  five  days 
— ^but  from  an  improvement  in  its  tone,  and 
attempt  at  approximation  of  its  attadunents. 

Your  humble  servant, 

J.  -WHrrSHBAD. 

1SS,  Oxford  Street,  Manchester, 
Dec.  g,  1840. 
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NOTICES. 

P.S.  to  Mr.  Braid's  communication,  page 
446 : — "  Since  the  above  waa  written  I  have 
performed  the  operation  three  times,  being 
in  all  Hven  times,  with  the  most  satisJhctory 
results.— J.  B.    Dec.  7, 1840." 

In  the  report  of  the  ^Royal  Medical  and 
Chhiirgical  Society  last'  week,  Mr.  Walter 
Jones,  of  Worcester,  is  erroneously  stated  as 
of  Stafford.  
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LECTURES  case  before  us.     In  eitemal  indammations 

ON  THB  ff^^^  tuppuration  will  general!  j*  l^  the  most 

desirable  event,  after  resolution :  in  internal 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE    OF  inflammations  it  will  be  sometimes  n^/iura- 

PHYSIC,  '<^>  sometimes  adhuion, 

_  ,.       J    .  .r.    f    «.tf        r     J  ^'  "  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  the  dis- 

nelivered  at  Kmff  t  Cbileffe,  London,  tinction  between  the  treatment  proper  for 

Br  D*  Watson  *^®  inflammation  itself;  and  the  treatment 

*  that  may  be  required  for  the  ^ectt  of  the 

inflammation.    At  present  we  are  concerned 

LscTXJ&x  XIII.  ^'^'y  ^^^^  ^  inflammation  itself. 

«^    ^       ^  ^  ,  ^          ^.         A  Ai  1.,  ^  s'  ^  '^^^  ^  y°^  "*  *  former  lecture  that  a 

Trtaimmi  qf  InJUmmaHon,    AntipMogMte  knowledge  of  the  cawc  of  a  disease  might 

regimen,    Blood^etHng.  ^elp  us  in   its    treatment.      Knowing  the 

Treatment  qf  inflammation, — ^I  proceed  to  cause,  our  first  care  must  be  to  remove  it,  if 

speak  in  a  general  manner  of  the  measures  that  we  can.     In  the  case  formerly  supposed,  we 

are  proper  to  be  adopted,  when  we  are  called  should  extract  from  the  inflamed  arm  the 

upon  to  administer  to  the  relief  of  a  person  fragment  of  glass.     If  the  inflammation  has 

labouring  under  inflammation :    of  what  is  been  excited  by  the  extremity  of  e^  fractured 

sometimes  called  the  cure ;  but,  more  cor-  hone,  of  a  broken  rib,  for  instance,  we  take 

rectly,  of  the  treatment  of  inflammation.  measures  for  bringing  the  separated  bones 

In  describing  the  pheenomena  and  progress  into  their  proper  places,  and  for  keeping  them 

of  inflammation,  I  took  external  inflamma-  there :  if  the  mere  displacement  of  a  part 

tion  as  a  typCy  and  I  shall  keep  that  type  has  occasioned  the  inflammation,  as  the  dis- 

principally  in  view  in  what  I  have  to  say  location  of  a  joint,   the  protrusion  of  the 

respecting    its    treatment :    making,   how-  bowel  in  hernia,  the  first  thing  to  be  attended 

ever,  such   reference  to   the  inflammation  to  is  the  restoration  of  the  part  to  its  natural 

of  internal  parts  as  the   subject  will  per-  situation  :  if  there  be  any  chemical  source  of 

mit.      You   wiU  bear    in    mind  that  my  irritation,    (in  the   stomach,   for  instance, 

design  at  present  is  merely  to  explain  the  threatening  or  producing  inflammation  there), 

principles  of  treatment,  generally :  I  shall  we  eject,  neutralise,  or  dilute  it. 

point  out,  by  and  by,  the  application  of  those  I  know  of  but  one  exception  to  this  rule, 

principles,  and  the  modifications  they  may  and  it  belongs  to  surgery :  to  wit,  when  a 

require,  in  respect  to  particular  cases.     I  bullet  or  a  spUnter  is  so  lodged  in  the  interior 

speak  also,  now,  of  common  inflammation  of  the  body,  that  its  extraction  would  be 

occurring  in  a  previously  healthy  person,  more  hurtful  or  hazardous  than  its  remaining 

There  are  many  observations  that  concern  where  it  is. 

all  inflammations  alike,  whether  external  or  A  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  an  inflamma- 

intemal,  and  by  despatching  these  in  the  tory  disease  may  help  us  in  another  w^y^  We 

outset,  I  hope  to  save  much  repetitbn  here-  do  not  treat  a  joint  that  is  inflamed  in  conse- 

after.  quence  of  external  violence,  as  we  should 

In  all  cases  of  inflammation,  our  first  ob*  treat  the  same  joint  when  inflamed  in  rheu- 

ject  is,  if  possible,  to  obtain  resolution :  and  matism. 

if  that  be  not  possible,  we  next  aim  at  se-  But  it  is  very  seldom,  except  in  external 

curing    that  event  of  inflammation  which  inflammation,  that  we  can  accomplish  the 

wonld  be  the  most  fortunate  in  the  particular  removal  of  the  cause.      In  most  internal 

G81.— xxvii.  2  H 
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cases,  either  it  cannot  be  got  at,  or  it  haa  inflammation— in  pleorisy  for 

already  ceased  to  be  applied ;  as  when  the  patient  will  choose  his  own  positioiL.      He  it 

inflammation  has  been  excited  by  exposure  admonished,  by  t&e  pain  and  distreas  they 

to  cold.     But  it  may  be  possible,  and  it  is  of  occasion,   that    certain  postorea    'would  be 

the  utmost  importance  when  possible,  to  pre-  hurtful  or  dangerous,  and  he  carefully  sroids 

Tent  any  re-application  or  repetition  of  the  them.     We  often  derive  much  ipformaticw 

same  cause,  which  would  be  likely  to  frus-  from  this  instinctive  caution  on  the  put  of 

trate  our  endeavours  to  bring  about  resolu-  the  patient. 

tion.  The  function  of  the  organ  infltaied  nhoald 

Antiphioffistie  regimen. — ^Next  in  impor-  also  be  spared  its  exercise  whenever,  aad 

tance  to  the  removal  and  avoidance  of  the  in  as  great  a  degree,  as  that  can  be  done. 

exciting  cause,  luust  be  placed,  in  most  in*  As  yon  would  not  allow  a  patient  to  more 

stances,  the  observance  of  what  is  called  the  an  inflamed  joint,  so  you  must  not   permit 

tmtipkioffUtie  regimen.    This  may  seem  an  him  to  use  an  inflamed  eye ;  to  speak,  more 

old-foshioned  phrase,  but  it  is  a  very  conve-  than  may  be  absolutely  necessary  irith  in- 

nient  one  ;  being  a  brief  form  of  expressing  flamed  lungs ;  to  exert  by  thinking,   and  by 

the  sum  of  several  distinct  provisions  for  the  attention  to   external  excitements,    sui    in- 

welfare  of  the  sick,  and  for  the  conduct  of  flamed  brain.    This  last  rule  is  eseential, 

their  attendants.    The  word  antiphlogistic  is  even  when  the  brain  is  not  the  seat  of  the 

derived,  indeed,  from  an  obsolete  theory ;  but  inflammation :   it  is  to  be  observed  in  all 

we  retain  it  as    a  useful  arbitrary    term,  febrile  disorders. 

without  reference  to  its  etymology,  or  to  its        The  adoption  of  this  antiphlogistic    re- 
original  meaning.  gimen  is  not,  indeed,  necessary,  nor  even 

The  object  of  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  proper,  in  all  cases  and  stages  oif  H^*— *—- 

is  to  put  uid  keep  the  patient  in  that  state  tion.    The  inflammation  may  be  so  slight  as 

which  is  most  favourable  to  the  natural  sub-  not  to  require  it ;   particulariy  in  external 

■idence  of  the  disease,  or  to  the  sanative  cases,  of  which  the  causes  and  extent  are 

influence  of  remedies.    This  regimen  con-  known ;  as  slight  contusions,  trifling  wonsds, 

sists  in  the  avoidance  of  every  stimulus  that  and  some  kinds  of  eruption.     But  this  ex- 

can  be  avoided,  whether  external  or  internal,  ception  must  always  be  appUed  with  great 

Common  sense  will    suggest    to  you   the  caution  to  cases  of  intenial  inflammation, 

details.     It  implies  a  total  abstinence  from  about  the  causes,  and  extent,  and  tendencies 

animal  food,  and  strong  drink  of  all  kinds,  of  which  we  may  be  less  sure.     In  duonic 

It  prescribes  the  exclusion  of  all  that  may  fprpis  of  inflammation  again,  as  in  scrofiiloiia 

excite  or  exercise  the  mind,  or  produce  a  inflammation  of  the  lymphsitic  glands,  or  of 

strong  impression  upon  the  senses :  noise ;  the  eyes,  attended  with  but  Uttle  pain  or 

bright  light ;  great  heat  or  cold.    The  pa-  heat,  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  would  often 

tient  should  be  kept  in  a  temperature  of  fail  to  be  beneficial :  the  state  of  the  general 

about  62^,  and  in  a  well-ventiUted  apart-  system  being  such  as  to  require  support  and 

ment.    He  must  not  be  allowed  to  converse,  strengthening  measures,  more  than  the  looal 

or  to  attend  to  matters  of  business ;    unless,  symptoms  call  for  an  opposite  treatment, 

indeed,  his  mind  happeus  to  be  disturbed  So  dso  when  suppuration  or  gangrene  have 

and  anxious  about  some  point  which  a  short  supervened,  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  most 

interview  with  a  friend  may  effectually  settle,  generally  be  modified,  or  abandoned. 
All  causes  of  strong  emotion,  and  mental        But  in  the  outset  of  all  cases  of  seriinw 

agitation,  should  be  strictly  guarded  against,  inflammation,  when  the  strength  is  eatira^ 

Whatever  tends  to  quicken  tibe  circulation  is  and  the  inflammation  intense  enough  to  pro* 

to  be  shunned;  and  therefore  not  only  those  duoe  pyrexia,  all  the  particulars  of  the  anti^ 

influences  which  operate  through  the  nervous  phlogistic  regimen  may  require  to  be  ob- 

system,  but  also  all  needless  bodily  effort  served. 

and    exertion,    must    be    prohibited.    The        Blood-leUing.'^OfaSl ^direct remediee 

patient  (in  the  serious  cases  I  am  now  con-  of  inflammation,  the  abstraction  of  blood, 

templating)  must  remain  in  bed :   and  in  a  bleeding,  or  blood-/e//tfi^,  as  it  is  called,  is 

position  which  ftunlitates,  or  at  least  does  not  by  much  the  most  effiectual  and  important, 

impede,  the  free  return  of  the  blood  by  the  We  should,  I  think,  be  preparad  to  expeet 

veins  from  the  suffering  organ.     If  the  in-  this,  prior  to  any  experience  of  it.     Blood 

flammation  is  seated  in  or  about  the  head,  being  the  natural  stimulus  of  the  heart,  we 

that  part  should  be  elevated  by  piUows.     If  should  deem  it  probable  that  the  removal  of 

one  of  the  lower  extremities  is  affected,  even  a  portion  of  that  fluid  would  «<i«ii«iM>i  the 

when  the  disease  is  not  so  intense  as  to  ibroe  with  which  the  heart  contracts :  and  as 

require  confinement  to  bed,  the  limb  must  an  inflamed  part  contains  a  pretematorei 

be  sustained  horizontally,  or  be  even  still  quantityof  blood,  and  as  (with  the  exception 

more  raised  up.     On  the  same  prin9iple  it  of  resolution  and  mortification,  whic^  really 

is  that  we  suspend  an  inflamed  hand  or  are  terminoHme  of  inflammation--«s  with 

forearm  in  a  sling.  In  some  cases  of  internal  Uiese  exceptions)  all  the  evealt  of  inflNnaa- 
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tioii  ooDott  of  the  dforion  of  cortam  psrtt  an  fond  of  uiin;.    In  whatever  way  the 

of    the  blood  from  iti  eontaiuing  blood*  blood  ia  drawn,  whether  from  a  Teui  or  from 

▼eaaela,  we  should  be  hiclined,  a  priori^  to  an  artery,  or  by  the  pressure  of  a  cupping 

believe  that  the  amount  of  those  effosiona  ghtsa  upon  a  aurfece  previoualy  acarified,  or 

would  be  checked  and  limited  by  leasening  by  the  anotton  of  leediea,  the  general  effect 

the  supply  of  blood  to  the  inflamed  organ,  upon  the  system  will  be  in  proportion  to  the 

mM  weU  aa  by  abating  the  force  with  whidi  quantity  of  blood  abstracted  in  a  given  time, 

the  blood  reaches  it.     And  we  find  it  in  &ct  The  most  oonirenient  and  effectual  mode  of 

to  be  so.     llie  results  of  experieuoe  confirm,  general  bleeding,  upon  the  whole,  is  certainly 

ia  this  Bpatter,  the  suggestions  of  our  reason,  the  common  one,  from  the  veins  at  the  bend 

Blood  forms  die  pabulum   of   the  whole  of  the  arm.     But  sometimes  those  veins  are 

process.     "  If,''  (says  Mr.  Lawrence)  **  we  small  or  deep,  especially  in  fat  people ;  and 

may  be  allowed  to  use  fignratave  language,  we  £ul  in  our  efforts  to  get  the  blood  to  flow 

the  obvious  increase  of  heat  in  the  part  ia  from  them  in  a  full  atream  :   and  then  we 

analogous  to  that  of  fire ;  and  blood  is  the  may  open  aome  other  vein  or  an  artery,  or 

fuel  by  which  the  flame  ia  kept  up :  in  fiust  call  in  the  cupper  to  our  aaaistance,  or  cover 

if  we  could  completely  take  away  ita  blood  tiie    neighbouring    aurface   with    leeches ; 

from  the  part,  we  ahould  be  able  entirely  to  according  to  the  aitoation  of  the  part  in- 

control  or  arrest  the  increaaed  action."  flamed,  and  other  circumatances. 

But  it  is  not  ei^ery  case  of  inflammation  Let  us  now  briefly  consider  what  the  in- 

that  requires  or  warrants  the  abstraction  of  dications  are  by  whidi  we  judge  of  the  ezpe- 

blood :  and  when  blood-letting  is  requisite,  diency  of   taking  away  blood.      We   are 

the  mode  of  taking  away  tbo  blood,  the  guided  very  much  by  the  degree  of  pyrexia ; 

quantity  proper  to  be  taken,  and  the  pro*  by  the  quality  of  the  pulse ;   by  the  impor* 

priety  of  repeating  the  bleeding,  all  vary  tanoe  of  the  organ  affected ;  by  the  intensity 

greatly  in  different  cases.     It  is  obviously  of  of  the  inflammation,  in  what  manner  soever 

▼ast  importance  that  you  should  learn  ao  to  that  may  be  meaaured ;    by  the  period  or 

vae  thia  valuable  remedy  as  not  to  abuse  it.  atsge  of  the  diaease ;  by  the  age,  and  aex, 

Ita  power  is  great  for  evil  as  well  as  for  and  general  condition  of  the  patient;  and 

good :  and  in  rash  or  inexperienced  hands  it  frequently  also  by  the  ordidary  oliaracter  and 

too  often  beoomea  aa  instrument  of  Cital  eourse  of  the  disease,  when  inflammatioa 

misohief.  happens  to  be,  or  to  accompany,  an  epidemic 

There  are,  aa  you  are  all  aware,  several  disorder.     It  ia  not  one  at  tiiese  drcum- 

modes  of  abstracting  blood :    phlebotomy,,  ataaoes  alone,  but  aeveral  of  them,  that  we 

arteriotomy,  scarification,  cupping  (which  ii  have  to  take  into  the  aooonnt,  in  moat  cases : 

merely  a  variety  of  acarificadon),  the  appli-  and  what  I  have  now  to  say  ia  reference  to 

cation  of  leeches.     Bleeding  perform^  ia  them  mast  needs  be  very  geoeraL 

mther  of  the  two  first  of  tluMe  methoda  ia  Hie  preaenee  of  pyrexia,  especially  when 

called  gtntral  bieedmg.    The  reat  are,  in  the  fiebrile  disturbanoe  is  well  marked,  ad« 

moat  instanoea,  topical  or  loeai:  but  they  Bsonishea  aa,  indeed,  to  aeareh  after  other 

are  not  mertfy  topical  in  all  caaea.     The  indicationa  of  the  propriety  of  blood-letting, 

main    object   of  general    bleeding   ia    to  and  confirms  than  if  they  are  found ;  but  ia 

diminish  the  whole  quantity  of  blood  in  the  not,  of  itself,  a  auflicient  reaaon  for  resorting 

ayatem,  and  thus  to  lessen  the  force  of  the  to  Ihat  remedy.    There  may  be  high  fobrfle 

faeart'a  action.    The  object  of  local  bleeding  symptoma  without  any  mflammatioa  at  all : 

is.  In  moat  instancea,  that  of  emptying  the  m  in  tiis  hot  stage  of  an  ague  flt  t    and  a 

gorged  and  loaded  oapillariea  of  the  inflamed  smart  attack  of  fever  may  spring  out  of  local 

'  part.    Sometimea  the  blood  ia  thua  taken  inflammatkm,  and  yet  Uie  known  ooune  of 

directly  from  the  turgid  veasels  themsqhrea  I  the  diacaae,  or  the  nature  of  the  part  affected, 

more  often,   I  fency,  topical  blood-letting  mayrander  the  abstraction  of  blood  unneoea- 

prodacea  ita  effect  by  drwrting  the  flow  H  sary,  and  therefore  improper, 

blood  from  the  affected  part,  and  giving  it  a  Our  judgment  is  more  often  determined 

newdirection,  and  so  indiiectiiy  relieving  the  by  the  quality  of  the  pulMi  althoogh  we  are 

inflammatory  congestion.    General  bleeding  by  no  mesns  to  be  wAolfy  directed  by  tfala. 

haa  alao  incidentally  a  aimilar  tendency  to  'Atd  qualityof  the  pntoe  wfaieb    other  tUnga 

deplete  the  vesseb  conoemed  in  the  diseased  being  the  same—bespeaka  the  necessity  of 

procem  i  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  dexterous  blood-letting,  la  kardnuB,    1  deaeiibed  thia 

capper,  under  fevouiahle  circumstancm>  will  quality  to  yon  in  a  former  leetare :  it  may 

take  away  blood  from  a  part  u  eopioiialy  coexist  with  a  large  or  a  email,  a  alow  or  a 

and  rapidly  aa  if  it  ware  made  to  flow  from  frequent  pulse.    Moat  eoaunonly  (and  yet 

an  opened  vein :  and  then  the  effect  upon  the  the  exoeptions  are  numerous),  most  com- 

tptitm  will  be  alike  in  the  one  eaae  and  In  monly  in  acute  Inflammations  the  palm  ia 

the  other.  The  same  may  be  aaid  of  feeefaca,  lull  and  fiaqaent  m  well  m   hard.    The 

whan  they  are  applied   in  the   tnorasaaa  hai  diiaei  la  aapertained  and  meaaaied  by  tfaa 

auadben  whidi  our  Balghbon»>.  the  French,  leaietance  whkh  thn  throb  of  the  artery 
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makes  to  the  pressare  of  yoar  finger.   Hie  If  the  organ  inflamed  be  a  lital  orgm^  ;  or  if 

pulae  is  sometimes  said  to  be  incompressible ;  we  are  not  sure  about  that,  bat  liaire  maj 

which  means  that,  although  you  apply  your  reason  to  suspect  that  it  may  be   a  "vital 

finger  with  considerable  firmness,  the  blood  organ ;  I  need  scarcely  say  that  we  must  act 

still  forces  its  way  through  the  vessel  be-  upon  the  worst  suppositioa,  and  bleed.    Bat 

neatfa  it.  if  the  part  be  of  less  importanoe   in  tlte 

Now  this  hardness  of  the  pulse  is  some-  economy  of  the  body ;  or  if  inflammation  is 

tunes  our  best  warrant  for  active  depletion  known  to  run  its  oourse  in  that  part  writlKMit 

by  means  of  the  lancet :  yet  I  say  we  must  producing  any  abiding  damage ;  it  may  not 

not  trust  to  this  alone :  for  a  hard  pulse  may  be  worth  while   to  hJave  recourse   to    tiiia 

habitually  exist,  where  there  is  no  inflamma-  potent  remedy,  even  though  the  f^ver   be 

tion.     Certain  chronic  diseased  conditions  high  and  the  pulse  hard,  for  the  sake  of  sub* 

of  the  heart  may  occasion  it ;  and  it  probably  duing  inflammation  which  is  attended  with 

results  also  sometimes  (rom  some  unnatural  so  little  danger.     In  this  predftcament   maj 

state,   which  is  not  inflammation,   of  the  be  placed  many  instances  of  cynancfae  tcMiml- 

whole  of  the  circulating  system.    When  you  laria,  and  of  acute  rheumatiam.    Tht  subee* 

happen  to  know  your  patient,  and  have  quent  debilitating  efiects  of  the  losa  of  blood 

ascertained  what  kind  of  pulse  he  has  when  ap(m  the  system  may  be  more  certain  and 

he  is  well,  and  are  previously  aware  that  hia  more  hurtful  than  the  effect  of  the  bleeding 

pulse  during  health  is  not  a  hard  pulse,  that  upon  the  locsl  inflammation  is  likdy  to  be 

circumstance  will  certify  that  the  new  qua-  beneficial. 

lity  it  has  now  acquired  denotes  the  presence        The  period  or  stage  of  the  diaease  forma  a 

of  inflanmiation ;  and  usually  of  active  in-  most  important  element  in  the  questkm  be- 

flammation,  likely  to  go  on,  if  not  controlled,  fore  us.     It  is  of  inflammation  while  yet  in 

to  the  destruction  of  the  part  it  has  seiaed  its  early  progress,  that  blood-lettiBg   may 

upon.  emphatically  he  pronounced  the  cure ;  while 

Many  persons,  and  young  practitioneni  the  cUsease  is  still  within  the  possibility  c»f 

in  particular,  are  apt  to  look  to  ttntjrequeney  resolution ;  before  there  is  any  great  amount 

of  the  pulse,  when  they  wish  to  ascertain  of  efliision,  or  any  serious  disorganisatian  of 

the  expediency  of  blood-letting :  but  really  structure.    Hie  sooner  we  bleed,  the  mors 

its  frequency  is  very  subordinate  in  impor-  surely  will  the  inflammatory  process  be  mo- 

tance  to  its  hardness  or  softness :  and  tins  is  derated  and  limited,  even  when  it  cannot  be 

very  unlucky,  because  any  body  with  his  wholly  quenched.     In  no  case  within  tbe 

stop-watch  in  his  hand  can  eouni  a  pulse :  range    of   medical  practice  is  the  "**"«* 

but  it  is  not  every  one  who  can  tell  a  hard  **  prindpiis  obsta"  more  imperative.    Those 

pulse  when  he  foels  it.    The  finger  requires  among  you  who  happen  to  be  attending  the 

a  certain  education  for  that  purpose ;  and  wards  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital  may  wonder 

tiiere  are  some  persons  who  seem  never  to  indeed,  after  hearing  my  estimate  of  the 

attain  the  taeiut  erudihta.     I  should  advise  power  of  blood-lettbig  over  inflammatiooy 

you  to  attend  particularly  to  this  quality  of  that  I  so  seldom  prescribe  venesection  there, 

the  pulse,  and  to  compare  your  perceptions  The  truth  is,  not  that  I  undervalue  the 

of  the  hardness  or  softness  of  the  pulse  in  remedy,  but  that  the  time  for  its  employment 

individual  cases,  with  those  of  other  persons,  has  generally  gone  by.    The  poor  are  ua- 

The  frequency  of  an  inflammatory  pulse  willing  to  relinqui^  the  occupations  by 
ranges  for  the  most  part  between  90  and  which  they  subsist :  they  struggle  on  as  long 
120.  When  (he  hard  pulse  is  much  more  as  they  can,  and  resart  to  hospitab  only 
frequent  than  this,  it  commonly  occurs  either  when  they  are  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
m  young  children ;  or  in  persons  who  are  exigency  of  their  malady.  Many  of  them, 
more  than  usually  nervous  and  susceptible ;  labouring  under  inflanunation,  have  been 
or  in  persons  who  were  previously  Ubouring  freely  bled  before  admission.  It  is  corn- 
under  some  chronic  and  wasting  complaint,  monly  too  late,  when  they  present  them- 
in  which  the  pulse  was  already  frequent,  selves,  to  expect  that  the  oourse  of  the  dis- 
though  not  hard :  as,  for  example,  in  ease  can  be  so  arrested.  The  first  effect 
phthisical  patients,  when  acute  pleurisy  of  blood-letting  is  to  deplete  and  relieve  the 
Buperveoea  upon  tubercular  dtKase  of  the  labouring  circulation.  But  when  it  is  again 
Inoga.  and  again  repealed,  it  becomes  (as  the  French 

As  the  hardness  of  the  pulse  is,  with  cer-  say)  tpoUaiite ;  it  robs  the  vital  fluid  of  its 

tain  exceptions  at  which  I  have  just  glanced,  nutrient  and  plastic  materials.     Pushed  still 

our  lawful  warrant  for  genersl  bleedhig ;   so  farther,  it  produces  a  peculiar  state  of  the 

the  disappearanee  of  that  hardness  is  a  token  nervous  system,  marked  by  great  weakness 

that  the  blood-letting  has  been  carried  for  and  irritability.  Now  although  blood-letting 

enough.  is  the  mmmtmi  remedium  for  inflammation 

Again,  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  at  its  commencement ;  there  is  a  point  be- 

organ  affected  wUl  influence  our  judgment  in  yond  which  it  not  only  does  no  good,  but  is 

respect  to  the  question  of  abstracting  blood,  positively  injurious.  And  this  point  it  is  not 
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always  eauy  to  hit.    On  one  side  is  the  —the  greiiter  tendency,  I    mean,   to   the 

danger  that  the  inflamniatory  action  may  typhoid  type*— which  marks  certain  epidemics 

continue  and  extend ;  on  the  other  the  danger'  of  scarlet  fever,  small-pox,   and  measles. 

that  the  strength  of  the  system  may  be  so  The  inflnenza,  or  epidemic  catarrh,  which 

rednced  as  to  prove  unequal  to  the  process  was  almost  universal  in  this  town  and  king- 

of  restoration :  fbr,  to  remove  the  interstitial  dom  in  the  years  1833  and  1837,  afforded  a 

extravasations,   and  to  repair  the  damage  striking  illustnition  of  the  point  1  am  endea- 

that  has  accrued,  a  certain  degree  of  vital  Touring  to  set  before  you.  The  inflammatory 

power  is  requisite,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  symptoms-— the  bronchitis,   and  sometimes 

of  healthy  blood.   Bleeding  will  cure  inflam-  pneumonia — ^were  in  many  cases  strongly 

mation,  but  it  will  not  always  cure  the  effects  marked,  and  it  was  necessary  to  abstract 

of  inflammation ;  nay,  it  may  render  them  blood ;  but  persons  suffering  under  influenza 

lingering  in  their  departure— or  even  deter-  bore  bleedinig  exceedingly  Ul,  and  where  the 

mine  their  fatality.     I  cannot  too  often,  or  use  of  the  lancet  could  not  be  avoided,  it  was 

too  strongly,  inculcate  the  precept,  that  in  never  resorted  to  without  reluctance  and 

order  to  check  and  extinguish  acute  inflam-  misgiving, 

mation,  you  must,  above  all,  bleed  early.  When  we  bleed  in  acute  inflammation  of 

We   judge  that  the  bleecKng  has  been  an  important  organ,  we  endeavour,  I  say,  to 

carried  far  enough  when  the  inflammatory  effect  our  purpose  as  speedily  as  possible, 

fever  subsides  or  changes  its  character;  when  and  with  as  little  expenditure  of  the  vital 

the  pulse  regains  its  softness,  or  undergoes  fluid  as  possible.     It  would  be  quite  ridicu- 

aome  marked  alteration ;  when  any  of  the  lous  to  pretend  to  give  any  precise  direction 

signs  (already  specified)  of  suppuration  ap-  as  to  the  number  of  ounces  of  blood  that 

pear.     Upon  these  points  I  hope  to  give  should  be  taken.     You  must  stay  by  the 

you  more  explicit  instruction  when  we  come  patient,  and  bleed,  in  such  cases  as  I  am  now 

to  !^>ecial  instances  of  inflammation.  contemplating,  until  you  produce  some  dis- 

Whenever  inflammation  supervenes  on  tinct  impression  by  the  bleeding ;  and  one 
other  chronic  disease :  whenever  it  arises  in  of  the  best  guides  in  this  matter  is  the  state 
the  progress  of  idiopathic  fever,  or  whilst  of  the  pulse.  If  you  find,  as  you  sometimes 
the  constitution  is  contaminated  by  some  will  do,  that  the  most  pressing  symptoms 
specific  poison  :  whenever  suppuration  is  give  way  while  the  blood  is  still  flowing — 
inevitable,  or  even  probable:  in  all  these  that  the  pain,  for  instance,  is  mitigated — tiat 
cases  general  blood-letting  may  be  necessary,  the  respiration  (when  the  lungs  are  con- 
but  it  must  be  employed  with  great  caution.  cemed)  becomes  easier  and  deeper — that  (Ui 

Nor  can  we,  safely,  neglect  the  age,  and  affections  of  the  brain)  the  patient  emerges 

sex,  and  general  condition,  of  the  sick  per-  from  a  state  of  stupor  or  delirium— you  may 

son.  when  we  are  turning  in  our  minds  the  be  sure  that  you  are  doing  right  in  bleedingj 

propriety  of  bleeding.    The  very  young,  the  but  you  must  keep  your  finger  upon  your 

old,  and  the  feeble,  do  not  bear  well  the  loss  patient's  wrist,  and  suffer  the  blood  to  flow, 

of  much  blood.     This  consideration  is  not  until  the  hard  pulse  is  sensibly  softer,  or 

to  deter  you  from  bleeding  such  persons  until  symptoms  of  impending  syncope  ap- 

when  they  are  attacked  l>y  dangerous  inflam-  pear ;  and  then  you  had  better  tie  up  the 

mation ;    but    it   especiaUy  enforces,  with  arm,   and  wait  a  few  hours,  and  repeat  the 

respect  to  them,  the  general  rule,  that  no  bleeding  if   the  sjrmptoms  which  at  first 

more  blood  should  be  abstracted  than  is  demanded  it  again  become  urgent, 

absolutely  requisite  to  control  the  disease.  As  it  is  desirable  to  produce  the  neces- 

It  is  also  very  necessary  to  study  the  sary  effect  upon  the  system  as  quickly  as 

character  and  tendency  of  the  reigning  epi-  may  be,  the  blood  should  be  taken  pieno 

demic :  whether  that  may  depend  upon  some  rwo,  i.  e,  a  suflldentiy  large  orifice  ihould 

predisposition  silentiy  and  gradually  pro-  be  made  in  the  Tein;    and  sometimes  it 

duced  in  men's  bodies  by  the  agency  of  may  be  right  to  open  a  vein  in  both  arms  : 

causes  that  are  but  litUe  understood;  or  and   the    patient    should   be   bled    in  the 

whether  it  may  result  from  some  peculiarity  upright  position.    Fsintness    and    syncope 

in  the  exciting  cause  of  a  particular  epidemic  depend  upon  a  defective  supply  of  blood 

disease.     1  have  been  long  enough  in  prac-  to  the  brain ;  and  therefore  wiU  be  likely 

tice  in  London  to  have  learned,  in  common  to  occur    the    sooner  when   the    fcroe  of 

with  others,  how  much  the  character  of  con-  gravity  facilitates  the  descent  of  the  blood 

tinued  fever  may  alter.  Since  about  the  time  ftt»m  the  head  through  the  veins,  and  retards 

when  the  virulent  form  of  cholera  made  its  its  ascent  towards  the  head    through  the 

first  appearance  among  us,  continued  fever  arteries.     And  conversely,  the  first  thing  to 

has  neither  required  nor  borne  the  abstrac-  be  done  towards  remedylpg  syncope  is  to  lay 

tion  of  blood  as  it  did  bear  and  require  it  for  the  person  flat  in  a  horizontal  posture,  or 

some  years  prior  to  that  period.     Perhaps  even  with  his  -head  lower  than  his  trunk, 

some  variation  in  the  intensity  of  the  poison  If  you  neglect  these  smaller  matters,  and 

may  partiy  explain  the  comparative  malignity  make  an  insignificant  slit  in  the  vein,  and 
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■affer  your  patient  to  li6  damn  when  yoa  are  Lost  qfBloodf"  ia  mSk  ivortfi  your 
bleeding  him,  yon  will  be  obliged  to  take  penual.  He  loggerta  that  a  seda  of 
mnch  more  blood  in  the  end ;  or  you  may  might  be  formed,  repreMnttng  tbm  pnjteutwe 
dreun  him  of  his  blood  and  of  his  strength  influence  of  aome  diaeawa  againat  tke  eflfeete 
by  repeated  bleedings  of  this  sort,  and  meJce  of  blood-letting ;  and  the  oppoaite  Imlliieaoa 
no  impression  after  all  upon  the  diaease.  It  of  some  others  in  prodncing  pretenintnni 
is  one  of  the  nnmerona  cases  in  whidi  parai-  aoaeeptibUity  of  th<»e  eifacta.  *'  It  would 
mony  is  not  true  economy.  begin  (he  saya)  with  congeation  of  tbo  head. 

The  quantity  of  blood  requisite  to  be    or  tendency  to  apoplexy;  inflamnwrtaon  «f 
taken  in  order  to  produce  the  due  effect  is    the  serous  membranea,  and  of  the  pi«iniliy» 
exceedingly  Tarious.      It  is  a  remarliable    matous  substance  of  Tarions  organs,  wonJid 
eircumstanoe,  well  worth  attending  to,  and    follow;  then  acute  anaaaroa;  and  laatly,  in- 
much  insisted  upon  of  lata  years,  espedally    liammation  of  the  mucoua  asembruiea.   Thia 
by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  that  a  patient  under    part  of  the  scale  would  be  divided  from 
the    influence  of   mere  Inflammation  will    the  next  by  the  condition  of  the  ayatem  in 
bear  to  lose  a  far  greater  quantity  of  blood    health.    Beh>wdiia  would  be  arranged  fever ; 
without  becoming  lUnt,  than  he  could  bear    the  effects  of  intestinal  irritsAiaii ;  sonae  eaacs 
in  health :   that  the  state  of  the  system  pro-    of  delirtura ;  reaction  ftt>m  loss  of  blood  ;  and 
duced  by  the  presence  of  inflammation  pro-    disorders  of  the  same  dass  widi  hyatena ; 
tects  it  from  the  ordinary  consequences  of    dyspepsia,  chlorosis,  and  eh(dera  morbiia;.'' 
loss  of  blood.    The  amount  of  the  bleedii^        With  reapect  to  the  propriety  of  repeaivyr 
necessary  to  oocaaion  sjrnoope  will  be  in    venesection,  it  is  his  remark,  that  if  at  ftbe 
proportion  to  the  exigency  of   the    case,    first  blood-letting  mnch  blood  flowed  bdoce 
Thu  fact— if  it  be  really  a  fact,  as  indeed  1    any  tendency  to  syncope  manifested  itself — 
beHere  it  is — is  evidently  one  of  the  highest    an  early  repetition  of  that  remedy  wiU  pro- 
value  and  importance,  for  it  furnishes,  what    bably  be  required— and  at  any  rate  an  early 
is  always  so  desirable,  especially  in  an  un-    repetition  of  our  vtst/  to  the  patient  win  be 
certain  art  like  ours,  a  simple  role  of  prac-    proper.    But  this  last  precept  is  of  nniveraal 
tice.     Yet  it  is  not  a  rute  so  firmly  eata-    obligation  in  all  cases  of  serious  inflammsition- 
blished  as  not  to  admit  of  exceptions.    If        1  am  almost  afraid  to  tell  yon  how  mnch 
the  mere  state  of  syncope  was  the  curative    blood  I   hav€  seen  taken  at  one  bleeding, 
influence  required,  we  should  have  no  diffi-    lest  I  should  seem  to  enconrage  yo«i   to 
cnlty.    That  the  fiuntness  does  constitute  a    imitate  such  heroic  practice.     I  onoa  stood 
part  of  that  influence  I  folly  believe.     Dr.    by,andsaw,  not  without  trembling    althoqgh 
M.  Solon  even  relates  a  case  in  which  it    I  was  qaite  free  from  responaibiQity  in  the 
Bufficed  to  the  cure  of  erysipelas  of  the  head    matter — a  vein  in  the  arm  kept  open  until 
and  hoe,  attended  with  high  fev^.    Tlie    aeventy-two  ouacea  (four  pints  and  a  half) 
patient  £unted  from  alarm,   before  the  vein    of  blood  had  issued  from  it ;  and  then,  and 
was  opened.    The  inflammatory  symptoms    not  till  then,  did  the  patient  become  faint, 
thereupon  ceased :  but  with  returning  ani-    The  event  of  the  caae  quite  justified  the 
mation  they  presently  recurred.    Agsin  pre-    bleeding  in  that  instance,  for  the  man  got 
paration  was    made    for  venesection;  and    perfectly  well.     It  was  a  case  of  genenl 
again  the  young  lady  lapsed  into  syncope :    dropsy,  whidi  had  cone  on  aoddenly,  iq  a 
and  this  time  the  inflammation  and  fever    young  and  robuat  man.     It  occurred  in  the 
disappeared,  never  to  return.    She  is  da-    clinical  wards  of  the  Infirmary  at  Edinbai|^: 
scribed  aa  having  been  quite  well  the  next    the  physician  had  deaired  the  clinical  cleriL 
day.    I  cannot,  however,  entertsin  a  doubt    to  bleed  the  patient  in  the  erect  postare, 
that  the  withdrawal  of  a  certain  quantity  of    until  some  sensible  effect  was  produced  upon 
blood  is,  in  almoat  every  case,  essential  to    his  pulse :  and  no  such  effect  could  be  per- 
the  permanent  control  of  common  acute  in-    oeived  until  the  enormous  quantity  I  have 
flammation,  attended  with  pyrexia :  and  it    mentioned  had  been  abatracted.    It  ia  very 
may  be  advisable  to  keep  persons  who,  lilce    seldom  that  such  laige  bleedings  are  ra- 
M.  Solon's  patient,  are  of  a  timid  disposs-    quired:  you  will  generally  find  that  five-and- 
tion,  and  liable    to    syncope   from  ^ht    twenty  or  thirty  ounces,  teken  properly,  will 
causes,  in  a  recumbent  posture,  in  oi^er    be  suflicient  to  accomplish  the  purpoae  of 
that  the  requisite  discharge  of  blood  from    the  measure.     Sometimes  one  soeh  hkeding 
the  system  may  be  obtained.  wiU  extinguish,ss  it  were,  the  inflammation ; 

In  equivocal  cases  (and  thera  are  many  sometimes  two  or  three,or  half  adosen,BBay 
each),  where  it  is  questionable  whether  the  be  necessary :  and  we  judge  of  the  propriety 
symptoms  proceed  from  inflammation  or  of  repeating  the  veneaection  by  the  effect  of 
not,  the  diagnoais^may  often  be  settled  by  the  fiirmer  bleeding ;  by  the  characterof  the 
observing  the  quantity  of  blood  which,  taken  pulse ;  by  the  appearance  of  the  blood  already 
in  the  upright  posture,  suffices  to  bring  on  drawn.  It  would  be  impossible,  in  a  ganoral 
incipient  syncope.  account  like  the  present,  to  lay  down  any 
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I  have  hiUierto  been  speaking  of  bleeding,  by  the  help  of  le;cheB»  or  the  Bcarificator  and 

we  perform  it  for  the  core  of  actiTe  ia-  exhausted  cap.    The  effect  of  local  bleeding, 

IUwnination»  oocurriiig  in  a  person  prenously  after    the   general  febrile  disturbanoe  has 

faealthj,  affecting  an  important  organ,  and  abated    under  venesection,    is    often    veiy 

attended  with  febrile   distnrbanoe   of  the  marked  in  the  relief  of  j»am. 

system.    But  the  abstraction  of  blood  ia  I  haye  recommended  blood-letting  to  yon 

•caroely  less  Tslnable  as  a  remedial  measnre  when,  among  other  circumstances,  the  pulse 

in  ehnmie  inflammation,  when  the  system  is  full  and  hard ;  and  have  stated  that  the 

at  large  scarcely  sympathises  at  all  with  the  blood  should  be  suffered  to  flow  until  some 

local  disease.    And  here  it  is  that  what  is  distinct  impression  is  made  upon  the  system. 

properly  called  local  bleeding  is  so  useful^-  But  I  wish  also  to  apprize  you,  that  you 

fyy  capping  glasses,  or  a  moderate  number  of  ought  not  to  ^be  deterred  from  bleeding 

leecheB.    !&  object  is  always  the  same,  vis.  merely  because  .the  pulse  is  small.     It  is 

to  unload  and  relieve  the  turgid  capillary  very  apt  to  be  so  in  dangerous  inflammations 

'vessels  of  the  part :  and  this  we  oould  notdo  within  the  abdomen ;  and  it  is  a  very  curious 

by  general    bleeding  without   carrying    it  thing  that  the  pulse  will  often  riae,  and  the 

to  an  extent  which  would  be  dangerous  to  artery  develope  or  expand  itself  during  the 

our  patient's  existence.     These  local  bleed-  time  the  blood  is  flowing.     Now  you  must 

ings  for  chronic  inflammation  usually  require  look  upon  thai  circumstance  as  a  distinct 

to  be    often    repeated.      Considered  as  a  impression  made  upon  the  system,  although 

remedy,  blood-letting  resembles  some  other  it  is  one  of  a  rather  different  kind  from  what 

remedies  in  this,  that  it  muat  be  proportioned  I  spoke  of  before.     You  had  better,  in  my 

and  adjusted  to  the  rate  of  progress,  and  the  opinion,   pause  when  this   effect  is  fairly 

duration,  of  the  disease.    The  remedy  must  obtained :  for  so  great  is  the  tendency  to 

be  used  chronically  when  the    malady  is  death  by  syncope  in  abdominal  inflammation 

•chronic.    A  patient  may  lose,  on  the  whole,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  urge  the 

much  more  blood  for  the  cure  of  a  chronic  effect  of  the  blood-letting  farther,  at  one 

inflammation,  than  for  the  cure  of  one  that  time,  than  the  change  I  have  just  mentioned. 

is  violent  and  acute :  but  then  the  bleeding  Wait  therefore,  and  repeat  the  venesection  if 

must  be  spread  over  a  laiger  space  of  time.  the  circumstances  should  again  render  it 


With  respect  to  the  relative  merits  and 
advantages  of  cupping  and  leeches,  as  topical 

remedies  for  locnl  inflammation ;  it  may  be  rvn'TTTDva 

said  in  favour  of  cupping, that  the  precise  LECTURES 

quantity  of  blood  taken  away  is  more  seen-  on 

rately  determined  in  that  manner,  and  the  MORTIFICATION 
operation  is  sooner  over,  and  is  less  fatiguing, 

than  the  suction  of  leeches.    But  on  the  Delivered  m  the  Medical  Theatre  qf  St. 

other  hand  the  leeches  seldom  bungle  in  the  George* e  Hoepitalf 
operation ;  while  the  surgeon  often  does.    It 

requires  a  good  deal  of  practice  to  become  By  Sir  Benjamin  C.  Brodw,  Bart. 

handy  and  dexterous  in  the  application  of  F.R.S.  &c. 

the  g]asse8--to  avoid  torturing  and  bummg  Lroturb  I.— Nov.  26,  1840. 
the  patient— and  on  that  aooount  it  is  that 
in  large  towns,  as  in  this  metropolis,  cupping 

is  an  art  carried  on  by  a  distinct  diMs  of  A  part  of  the  animal  body  may  lose  its 
persons.  You  may  apply  leeches  also  to  vitality,  while  the  rest  continue  to  live.  We 
parts  where  the  cupping  glasses  could  scarcely  say  then  that  it  is  mortified ;  and  the  pro- 
be used.  cess  by  which  this  change  is  brought  about 
General  bleeding  then  is  best  adapted  to  we  call  mortification,  or  sphacelus.  The 
acute  inflammation ;  and  topical  Ueeding  is  term  gangrene  properly  signifies  the  com- 
most  appropriate  in  that  which  is  chronic  mencement  of  mortification,  or  that  condition 
and  slow.  But  a  combination  of  the  two  is  of  the  affected  part  which  immediately  pre- 
often  hi|^y  proper  and  useful.  You  may  cedes  mortification.  But  it  ia  somewhat 
lessen  the  force  of  the  general  circulation  by  loosely  employed,  and  not  unfrequently  is 
TenesectioQ;  but  the  small  vessels  of  the  used  as  synonymous  with  mortification 
inflamed  part  may  remain  unable  to  rid  and  sphacelus.  This  change,  by  which  a 
themselves  of  their  excess  of  blood,  and  living  organ  returns  to  the  state  of  dead 
oontinue  dilated  and  full.  Such,  at  least,  we  matter,  viewed  in  connection  with  the 
may  reasonably  suppose  to  be  sometimes  changes  by  which  it  is  preceded,  and  those 
tiie  case ;  and  oertunly  we  often  act  success-  which  follow  it,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
ftilly  upon  that  theory ;  that  is,  we  bleed  subjects  in  the  whole  science  of  pathology, 
from  the  arm,  and  at  the  same  time,  or  pre-  .  and  the  treatment  to  be  employed  under 
aently  after,  we  empty  the  capillaries  of  the  these  drcnmstances  forms  one  of  the  most 
labouring  organ*  or  the  neighlKKuring  vessels,  important  inqoiries  belonging  ^  practical 
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nipgery ;  and  I  am  fare  that  you  will  not  bone  depend,  can  be  arrested,  as  it  soane* 

think  your  time  ill  besfewed  if  I  call  yonr  times  can  ^y  mercory,  for  example,  or  by 

attention  to  these  matten  in  this  and  the  sarsaparilla)  the  ezfoUating  process  begins 

following  lecttires.  immediately,  and  when  begun  it  is  completed 

The  causes  of  mortification,  as  I  shall  as  soon  as  under  ordinary  circumstances, 

explain  to  you  hereafter,  are  various.     If  the  The  separation  of  the  dead  part  is  followed 

part  affected  be  one  immediately  concerned  by  another  series  of  changes,  which  tennt- 

in  the  vital  functions,  the  death  of  the  entire  nate  in  healing — or  cicatrization.     Bat  these 

animal  is  a  speedy,  if  not  an  immediate  con-  changes  are  not  at  all  different  firom  tiiose 

sequence.    If  the  part  affected  be  one  not  which  occur  when  there  is  a  loss  of  snh- 

directly  necessary  to  life,  still  if  mortification  stsnce  in  other  ways,  and  it  is  not  my  inteo- 

exist  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  so  great  tion  therefore  to  enter  into  the  consideratioa 

an  impression  will  be  made  on  the  whole  of  them  at  present. 

system  that  the  same  result  will  probably  Having  offered  these  general  obserratiaiis 
ensue.     Otherwise,  after  a  certain  period  of  on  the  subject,  I  shall  proceed  to  oonaader 
time,  another  process  becomes  established,  the   various    circumstances   under     which 
by  which  the  dc»d  part  is  separated  or  thrown  mortification  may  take  place,  and  the  treat- 
off  from  the  living.      We  distinguish  this  ment  which   it  requires,  scoordingly  aa  it 
process,  when  it  occura  in  soft  parts,  by  the  arises  from  one  cause  or  from  another, 
appellation  of  sloughing,  and  the  part  sepa-  Mortijicaiion     from     InflamnuUiom,  ^— 
rated  is  called  a  slough.    When,  however,  Mortification  is  described  as  one  mode'  in 
it  occura  in  hard  parts,  ss  in  the  bones  or  which  inflammation   terminates.      A    yety 
cartilages,  we  call  it  the  process  of  exfoli-  intense  degree  of  inflammation  may  lead  to 
ation,  and  we  give  the  name  of  exfoliation  this  result  in  any  structure,  or  in  any  const!- 
to  the  dead  bone  which  has  become  detached,  tution ;  but  a  moderate  degree  of  inflamma- 
Sloughing  and  exfoliation  are  accomplished  tion    may  lead  to   it    also   in    particular 
by  ulceration  of  the  living  parts  in  contact  cases.    Inflammation  of  cellular  membraine 
with  the  dead.     A  thin  layer  of  the  living  terminates   in    mortification    more  readily 
parts  is  absorbed,  and  the  dead  part  is  left  than   inflammation    of  the  skin ;    and,  in 
lying  loose  on  the  ulcerated  surface.  persons   of  bad    constitution,  the  cellolar 
The  period  of  time  required  for  the  com-  membrane  is  more  likely  to  mortify  thsn  in 
pletion    of   the    process    of   mortification  othera.     You  see  examples  of  this  over  and 
differa  according  to  the  cireumstances  undtf  over  again  in  the  cases  of  the  diffuse  cellular 
which  tl^e  mortification  takes  place  :  it  may  inflammation  which  occura  in  dram-drinkers, 
be  very  slow ;  it  may  be  rapid ;   it  may  be  A  small  puncture  of  the  leg,  or  a  compound 
almost  instantaneous ;  as  I  shall  explain  to  fracture  in  which  the  injury  is  apparently 
you  more  fully  hereafter.    The  period  re-  trifling,  may,  as  you  know,  cause  inflamma- 
quired  for  the  completion  of  the  after-pro-  tion  extending  gradually  from  the  foot  to 
cess  of  sloughing  varies  also ;  firsts  accord-  the  buttock,   and  the  whole  cellular  min- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  system,  snd  the  ac-  brane  may  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
tivity  of  the  vital  powere  generally ;  tscoaJ/y,  become  a  putrid  slough.     I  have  seen  a 
according  to  the  organization  of  the  part  in  case  in  which   a  patient   became   afiected 
which  the  disease  occura:  thus,  other  dr-  in  this  manner  from  a  leech-bite;  and  another 
cumstances  being  the  same,  the  sloughing  in  which  a  similar   mischief  jfbllowed  the 
of  the  skin  is  much  sooner  accompUshed  sting  of  a  bee,  and  both  these  patients  died, 
than  that  of  tendon,  or  than  the  exfoliation  From  what  has  since  fallen  under  my  obser- 
of  bone ;  thirdly j  according  to  the  state  of  vation,  I  have  little  doubt  that  they  were 
the  neighbouring  living  parts,  without  refer-  both    dram-drinkera,    though    I    was    not 
ence  to  the  state  of  the  general  system  :  thus,  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject  to 
if  there  be  much  inflammation  in  them,  the  have  my  attention  directed  to    it    at  the 
ulcerative    process    proceeds    much    more  time.     In  the  case  of  the  man  stung  by  the 
rapidly  than  when  the  inflammation  is  very  bee,  however,   something  may  perhaps  be 
slight ;   and  laailyf  as  long  as  the  mortifi-  attributable  to  the  operation  of  the  animal 
cation  continues  to  spread  there  can  be  not  poison  ;  and   I  shall  revert  to  this  point 
even  the  commencement  of  the  process  of  hereafter.     I  once  lost  a  patient  with  dif- 
separation.    The  reason  of  this  is  so  obvious  fuse  cellular  inflammation  ending  in  morti- 
that  it  can  require  no  explanation.  fication  after  the  simple  operation  of  castra- 
I  have  seen  mortification  begin  in  an  old  tion ;  and  I  was  disposed  to  attribute  this 
man's  toe,  and  be  gradually  spreading,  even  unfortunate  result,  in  a  great  degree,   at 
for  months,  up  the  foot  snd  leg,   without  least,   to  the  operation  having  b^n  per- 
the  least  appearance  of  a  line  of  demarcation,  formed  after  a  long  course  of  the  tincture  of 
or  the  least  attempt  at  sloughing.  In  the  same  iodine. 

manner  a  piece  of  dead  bone  may  oontinuo  If  inflammation  of  the  skin  terminates  in 

adherent  to  the  living  even  for  some  yean,  mortification,  independently  of  any  antecedent 

if  the  disease,  on  which  the  death  of  the  inflammation  and  mortification  of  the  cellular 
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membranebeneathftheiTiflaininatioiiisTigiially  Tevels.  If  increased  action  be  indicated  only 
intense ;  the  surface  of  the  skin  is  of  a  dark-red  by  a  greater  degree  of  contractility  in  the  coats 
colour,  and  thereis  severe  pain  and  tenderness,  of  the  vessels,  the  theory  is  evidently  wrong ; 
As  the  inflammation  advances,  the  skin  as-  for  microscopic  examination  proves  that  thm 
sumes  a  livid  appearance ;  a  serous  fluid  is  is  no  such  thing..  But,  in  fact,  this  is  not 
thrown  out  under  the  cuticle,  which  is  thus  what  Mr.  Hunter  meant ;  and  in  another 
elevated  in  the  form  of  blisters ;  and  then  sense  of  the  words  he  is  clearly  right ;  for 
the  skin  itself  perishes.  If  the  mortiflca-  the  vessels  ofan  inflamed  part  secrete  serum, 
tion  takes  place  to  any  great  extent,  the  lymph,  and  pus,  and  build  up  new  struc* 
general  system  suffers.  The  pulse  is  feeble,  tures ;  in  short,  they  do  many  things  which 
irregular,  intermitting ;  the  countenance  is  they  do  not  do  under  ordinary  circumstances ; 
anxious ;  the  skin  becomes  cold ;  there  is  and  all  this  affords  an  abundant  evidence 
an  utter  incapability  of  exertion ;  and  after  of  increased  action.  Another  theory  of  in- 
a  tew  days,  and  sometimes  sooner,  the  pa-  flammation  which  has  been  of  late  promul- 
tient  dies.  If  "^  the  constitution  does  not  gated  in  opposition  to  that  of  Mr.  Hunter  is 
suffer  in  this  manner,  or  if  the  patient  sur-  that  the  essential  part  of  it  is  a  debility,  a 
vives  the  shodk,  after  a  few  days  the  separa-  weakened  state,  of  Uie  capillaries ;  and  the 
tion  of  the  slough  begins  to  take  place,  and  propounders  of  this  theory  refer  to  the  dila- 
this  is  the  flrst  step  towards  a  complete  re-  tation  of  these  vessels  in  proof  o(  it.  But 
oovery.  I  own  that  I  can  discover  no  reason  to  believe 
In  cases  of  diffbse  celltdar  inflammation  that  the  dilated  state  of  the  capillaries  proves 
the  occurrence  of  mortification  is  preceded  any  thing,  except  that  there  is  something 
by  an  abundant  infiltration  of  serum.  In  in  the  condition  of  an  inflamed  part  which 
some  instances  the  serum  is  of  a  peculiar  makes  a  greater  supply  of  arterial  blood  ne- 
yellow  colour,  and  the  skin  over  the  whole  cessary,  and  that  they  have  the  powerofadapt- 
body,  and  the  tunica  cwijunetivm  of  the  ing  themselves  to  those  new  circumstances, 
eyes,  may  assume  the  same  appearance.  Nor  is  this  power  limited  to  the  capillaries. 
I  do  not  know  to  what  cause  this  yellow  It  exists  in  the  arterial  trunks,  in  whidi  the 
tinge  is  to  be  attributed.  The  patient  looks  <!^>illaries  have  their  origin.  Thus,  in  an 
as  if  he  were  jaundiced ;  but  he  is  not  so  in  animal  killed  by  arsenic,  in  whom  the  poison 
reality,  for  there  is  no  bile  in  the  urine,  produces  extensive  inflammation  et  the 
When  mortification  of  the  cellular  mem-  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
brane  has  begun  to  take  place,  the  constitution  tines,  the  branches  of  the  mesenteric  arteries 
suffers  in  the  manner  which  I  have  already  are  seen  dilated  to  double  their  natural 
described.  If  the  patient  survives  the  diameter.  In  like  manner,  when  muscles  are 
shock,  or  lives  for  some  time  under  it,  the  in  exercise,  or  when  a  gland  is  pouring  forth 
mortification  of  the  cellular  membrane  is  an  abundant  secretion,  the  capillaries  become 
invariably  followed  by  mortification  of  the  dilated  so  as  to  admit  the  increased  quantity 
skin  over  it  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  of  blood  which  under  those  circumstances  oif 
Allowing  for  the  difference  of  function  in  greater  activity  of  the  organ  is  required ;  but 
the  affected  organs,  the  foregoing  description  no  one  dreams  of  their  being  therefbre  inastate 
will  apply  pretty  nearly  to  ^1  cases  in  which  of  debility,  and  I  see  no  difference,  in  this 
inflamuiation  of  the  soft  parts  terminates  in  respect,  between  those  cases  and  that  of  in- 
mortification.  If  there  be  mortification  of  the  flammation.  But  microscopic  examinatioa 
intestine,  there  is  an  effusion  of  dark- coloured  proves  something  more  than  the  mere  dilata- 
serum  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Whenever  tion  of  the  capillaries.  "  The  blood  itself  is 
the  part  which  mortifies  is  situated  internally,  affected.  It  loses  its  globular  structure, 
so  that  the  putrid  serum  formed  round  the  and  previorsly  to  tiiis  the  globules  them- 
slongh  cannot  escape,  the  constitution  suffers  selves  are  observed  to  have  lost  their  re- 
much  more  than  where  it  is  situated  externally,  pulsive  properties,  and  either  to  agglo- 
and  especially  an  intermitting  pulse  and  hie-  merate  together  or  to  adhere  to  the  sides 
cough  are  often  added  to  the  other  symptoms,  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  are  contained," 
Probably  these  more  aggravated  -symptoms  and  not  unfrequently  they  seem  to  stagnate, 
are  to  be  attributed  to  the  pent-up  putrid  so  as  to  choak  up  the  vessel  altogether, 
matter  being  in  part  reabsorbed  into  the  and  destroy  the  circulation  in  it.  Now 
circulation.  I  shall  mention  some  circum-  if  this  happens  in  many  vessels,  the  vitality 
stances  hereafter  which  seem  to  favour  this  of  the  part  cannot  be  maintained,  and  thus 
opinion.  the  occurrence  of  mortification  is  easily  ex- 
It  proves  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry,  plained.  ITiere  is,  however,  something  more 
how  is  it  that  inflammation  terminates  in  mor-  than  this  in  some  instances.  For  example, 
tification ;  or  what  is  the  pathologicid  ex-  let  us  suppose  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the 
planation  of  this  phenomenon  ?  and  this  leads  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum.  The  cells  are 
us  to  the  question  as  to  the  nature  of  inflam-  filled  with  serum.  They  are  fully  distended, 
mation  itself.  Mr.  Hunter  describes  it  as  con-  and  the  skin  is  on  the  stretch.  If  nothing 
sistinginanincreasedaction of  thesmall blood-  be  done  to  the  part,  the  cellular  membrane 
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fint,  and  the  skin  afterwirdi,  wQl  mortify  to  cialreiidfcBof  inch  amodBof  trattmcBtdMii  ia 

a  gnat  extent.     But  make  some  incutons  tome  cases  of  sloaghmg  sores  or  cbancraa  on 

with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  the  lemm  thegkaupmiM.  While  yon  admiaistBropina 

escapes  in  sufficient  quantity  to  relieve  the  and  stimulants,  the  maiiginal  JnHnmnantion 

tension,  and  the  mortification  is  in  great  xncreaees,  and  the  sloni^iing  conturacft  to 

measure,  or  perhaps  wholly,  prevented.     It  spread.    Take  some  blood  from  the  arm,  and 

is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that,  inconsequence  the  inflammation  becomes  abated,   and  Cfae 

of  the  extreme  distension,  the  fluid  in  the  progress  of  the  sloughing  is  suspeoMled.    Re- 

cellular  membrane  causes  so  much  pressure  peat  the  blood-letting,  uid  the  aon  aanunes 

on  the  yessels  which  supply  the  skin  as  to  in  a  short  time  a  healthy  aspect.     In  aooh 

impede  the  passage  of  tiie  blood  through  cases  I  have  known  nature  aooompliah  what 

than,  and  that  the  punctures  of  the  scrotum  was  wanted,  while  a  timid  surgeon  was  doabt- 

and  the  escape  of  the  serum  prerents  the  ing  how  to  act.    Tliere  has  been  a  aponta- 

misduef  which  would  otherwise  hsTe  ensued,  neons  luemorrhage ;  the  patient  has  InsC  lialf 

merely  by  removing  the  pressure.     When  a  a  pint  or  even  a  pint  of  blood.    ImmediBtely 

common  abscess  opens,  as  it  sometimes  does,  the  pain,  the  tension  of  the  surronnding^  past* 

by  mortification  and  sloughing  of  a  portion  the  redness,  and  the  general  excitement*  hcve 

of  the  skin  over  it,  we  are  not  to  regard  the  been  relieved ;  and  in  the  coarse  of  a  week 

mortification  as  the  mere  result  of  inflam-  the  slou^is  have  sepsiated,  and  the  aoie  hna 

mation,  anymore  than  in  the  case  which  I  have  become  covered  witii  healthy  granulation*, 
juststated.   The  ulcerative  proceas  going  on        But  there  are  other  cases  in  which  blood- 

under  the  skin  destroys  a  portion  of  the  vessels  letting  would  be  as  mischievous  as  it   ia 

by  which  the  skin  is  supptied,  and  the  pressure  useful  under  the  ctrcumstsnoea  whidi  I  have 

of  the  matter  probably  prevents  the  free  pas-  just  deecribed. 

sage  of  the  blood  through  those  which  re-        Let  us  suppose  a  patient  who  has  been  a 

main ;  and  thus  a  due  supply  of  blood  being  dram-drinker,  or  who,  belonging  to  the  more 

prevented,  the  skin  periahes.  affluent  classes  of  society,  has  indulged  in 

TVeotfaiai/  qf  cases  ta  which  infamma-  too  copious  libations  of  wine,  or  whose  oon- 

fioa  termmatet  in  mortificatUm, — ^Whatever  stitution  hss  been  otheraise  impaired,  and 

tends  to  lessen  the  violenoe  of  the  inflsm-  that  he  has  received  some  injury  of  the 

mation,  ought  to  prevent,  or  check  the  pro-  leg,  followed  by  difiuse  inflammation,  which 

.  grass  of,  the  mortification ;  and,  on  these  threatens  to  terminate  in  sloughing  of  the 

grounds,  the  patient  ought  to  derive  benefit  cellular  membrane,  and  afterwards  of  the 

from  the  abstraction  of  blood.  skin ;  or  in  whom  the  mortification  of  theae 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  abstraction  of  textures  has  already  begun :  let  us  suppose 

the  blood  by  which  the  life  of  a  part  is  sup-  also  that  although  inflammation  is  spreading 

ported,  if  carried  beyond  a  certain  point,  is  rapidly,  it  is  not  marked  by  any  very  urgent 

of  itself  an  adequate  cause  of  mortification ;  symptoms ;  that  the  pulse  is  small  and  fieeble ; 

and  the  abstraction  of  even  a  small  quantity  and  the  countenance  expressive  of  anxiety, 

of  blood  may  lead  to  this  result  under  certain  Now,  if,  under  these  circumstances,  yon  ab- 

orcumstanoea.  stract  even  a  moderate  quantity  of  blood,  it 

It  is  not  by  a  reference  to  principles  alone  is  probable  that  yon  will  hasten  the  progress 

that  yon  can  learn  how  you  ahould  act  in  this  of  the  local  mischief ;  and  if  blood-letting  be 

iiii— «ma      Experience  is  our  safisst  guidance,  employed  to  a  considerable  extent,  it  will 

and  on  this  as  on  many  other  occasions,  the  certainly  destroy  what  little  chance    there 

mere  practieal  surgeon  will  have  a  great  ad-  might  otherwise  have  been  of  the  patient'a 

vantage  over  the  mere  scientific  pathologist.  recovery.     Let  us  suppose  another  case. 

If  the  inflammation  be  intense,  if  the  pulse  There  is  a  chancre  or  otiier  sore  on  the  penis, 

be  strong  and  full,  the  countenance  flushed,  It  is  surrounded  by  a  languid  inflammation  ; 

and  the  akin  hot, — that  is,  if  there  be  marks  the  neighbouring  parts  are  gradually  assnm- 

ofgreat  general  excitement  of  the  system,  it  is  ing  a  dork  livid  appearance;  the  pnlae  ia 

probable  that  the  patient  will  derive  benefit  small  and  quick,  or  no  excitement  of  the 

from  blood-letting ;  and  if  youhave  reason  to  general  system.     Under  these  drcnmstanera 

believetiiat  he  ieof  what  may  be  called  a  sound  also,  the  abstraction  of  blood,  instead  of 

constitotion,  blood  may  be  drawn  to  a  con-  checkiag,  wiU  cause  a  more  rapid  progress 

sidersble  extent,  and  the  blood-letting  may  of  the  disease. 

be  repeated.  I  have  often  adopted  this  prac-  Now  it  is  highly  important  that  you  should 
tice  under  these  eiroomstancea  with  the  great-  learn  to  distinguish  these  two  classes  of  cases 
est  success,  not  only  whete  the  purple  colour  from  each  other :  end  in  a  great  number  of 
of  the  skin  and  the  existence  of  vesications  them  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  doing  ao. 
shewed  that  mortification  was  impending,  but  You  cannot,  however,  draw  any  exact  line  be- 
where  it  bad  actaally  begun;  andhavehadthe  tweenthem:  and  cases  will  occur  in  practice, 
satisfaction  of  seeing  theprogressofthemorti-  in  which  you  cannot  exactly  determine,  in 
fication  immediately  suspended.  YouwiUhave  the  firat  instance,  which  is  the  proper  ooune 
no  better  opportunity  of  watching  the  benefi-  for  you  to  pursue.     Here  you  must  proceed 
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cftatioaily,  watehing  daily  tlie  operadon  of  i  hare  already  bad  oooaaion  (with  a  Tiew 
the  remedies  which  yoa  employ,  and  perae-  to  ezplaiii  the  pathological  phenomena  of 
Toring  in  one  mode  of  treatment,  or  adopting  mortUication)  to  advert  to  the  effects  of 
another,  according  to  the  effect  prodnoed ;  incisions  made  throngh  the  skin  into  the 
and  frequently  it  may  be  right  to  tal^e  away  eellvlar  membrane,  when  the  cells  of  the 
a  moderate  quantity  of  blood  in  the  finrt  latter  are  exceedingly  distended  with  lernm. 
instance,  and  to  have  reeourse  to  an  opposite  Whether  the  explanation  which  I  then 
mode  of  treatment  almost  direcdysfterwards.  Tentored  to  offer  of  the  mode  in  which  this 
In  order  that  I  might  bring  the  subject  seroos  infiltration  operates  in  producing 
before  yon  in  its  simplest  form,  I  luive  mortification  be  or  be  not  correct,  there  can 
hitherto  referred  merely  to  the  question  of  be  no  doubt  that  the  evacnation  of  the  serum, 
blood-letting.  But  of  course  this  involves  and  the  oonseqnentrelief  of  tension,  will  gofiur 
much  other  treatment.  Where  blood-letting  towards  preventing  an  extensive  mortifies- 
is  proper  active  purgatives  will  be  proper  tion  in  all  cases,  and  will  prevent  it  altogether 
also,  as  well  as  saline  and  diaphoretic  medi-  in  a  great  many.  It  is  not,  however,  always 
dues;  and  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  necessary  for  this  purpose  that  we  should 
stimulating  liquors  and  food  should  be  make  scarifications  or  incisions.  Mere 
aToided.  Where  blood-letting,  on  the  other  acupunctures  are  not  nnfreqoently  sufficient, 
hand,  is  improper,  thoo^  aperient  medicine  I  have  on  many  occasions  requested  the 
may  be  required,  very  active  purgatives  house-surgeon  of  this  hospital  to  make 
ahonid  \fe  avoided.  The  patient  should  be  punctures  where  this  serous  infiltration  of 
allowed  such  diet  as  his  stomach  is  capable  the  cellular  membrane  was  going  on,  every 
of  digesting;  and  he  should  have  wine,  or  morning  and  evening,  or  whenever  he  had 
ale,  or  even  brandy  or  gin — the  quality,  as  the  opportunity  of  doing  so ;  snd  it  often 
well  as  the  quantity,  of  this  stimulus  varying  has  happened  that  notUng  more  was  re- 
aooording  to  the  character  of  the  symptoms,  quired.  But  of  course  this  aimple  practice 
and  his  previous  habits.  I  say  his  previous  .  is  useful  only  in  an  early  stage  of  thedisesse— 
habits ;  for  it  is  essential  that  yoa  should  where  there  is  that  state  of  things  which 
always  inquire  what  these  have  been,  and  may  lead  to  mortification,  but  where  mortifi- 
act  acourdingly.  It  is  rarely  safe  to  de-  cation  has  not  setually  tikiea  place.  Where 
ptive  a  dram-drinker,  for  any  consideiable  sloughs  of  the  cellular  membrane  have  begun 
time  altogether,  of  his  usual  stimulus ;  and  to  form,  or  where  an  infiltration  of  pus  hss 
tiie  effect  of  a  judicious  exhibition  of  it  is  begun  to  follow  the  infiltration  of  serum, 
Tery  remarkable,  not  only  in  arresting  the  mere  punctures  of  coursewill  be  insuifiGient. 
progress  of  mortification,  but  in  abating  the  Incisions  or  scarifications  wiU  then  be  re- 
Tiolence  of  the  iofiammation  which  leads  to  quired ;  and  they  should  be  of  sufficient  ex- 
it. Decoction  of  bark,  quinine,  and  other  tent  to  allow  the  serum  snd  pus  to  escape 
tonics,  may  be  usefol  under  certain  drcum-  freely,  and  to  relieve  the  tension  of  the  skhi. 
staeces ;  but  I  must  say  that  the  longer  But  tiiey  should  not  be  more  than  this :  first, 
I  live,  and  the  more  I  see  of  these  esses,  the  becanse  such  pauiful  operatioDs  are  a  great 
less  is  my  faith  in  such  remedies,  while  in-  shock  to  the  nervous  system  of  a  person  in 
flammation  and  mortification  are  going  on :  vigorous  health,  and  a  very  great  que  indeed 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  often  do  great  to  one  who  is  weakened  by  previous  disease : 
harm,  by  loading  the  stomach,  and  mterfering  secondly,  because  this  shock  is  not-given  to 
with  the  digestion  of  food.  At  a  later  period,  the  system  once  for  all,  as,  if  the  inflamma- 
however,  when  the  progress  of  the  mortifi-  turn  spreads,  it  may  be  neoeseary  that  the 
cation  is  stopped,  and  lin  slou^u  are  begin-  indsions  should  be  repeated  s  thirdly,  bo- 
ning to  separate,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  ^anse  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  deptii 
are  eminenUy  usefol.  The  repeated  trials  of  the  incisionSyistiie  danger  of  hBmorrhage; 
which  I  have  made,  and  seen  made,  of  am-  the  occunrence  of  which,  to  any  oonsidersble 
monia,  have  not  left  on  my  mind  any  more  extent,  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the  patient's 
fovounible  impressions  of  this  remedy  than  recovery.  In  making  the  incisions,  you 
those  whidi  I  entertain  of  baik  and  quimne.  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  of 
It  is  a  temporary  stimulus ;  but  alcohol,  vital  importance  that  there  should  be  as  little 
prudentiy  administered,  is  much  better :  haemonhsge  as  possible ;  and  here  you  will 
and  my  observation  leuis  me  to  suspect  find  the  advantage  of  having  some  active  and 
thM  laige  doses  of  ammonia,  if  persevered  in  intelligent  assistants,  who  wiU  carefoUy 
for  a  considerable  time,  tend  to  depress  watch  your  lancet  or  scalpel,  and  whenever 
the  vital  powers,  snd  lessen  the  chances  of  they  see  a  vessel  beginning  to  bleed  make 
recovery.  Opium  is  usefol  under  certain  pressure  with  the  finger  on  it.  ligatures 
eireumstances :  ss  where  there  is  severe  may  be  sometimes  required ;  but  not  in 
pain ;  or  where  the  inflammation  and  morti-  geniBral.  The  divided  vessels  under  these 
fication  depend  on  the  operation  of  a  specific  circumstances  bleed  profosely  in  the  first 
poison.  instance,  but  they  soon  contract,  and  the 
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pressure  of  the  finger  for  a  few  minutes  is  •  difference  in  my  feelings  V  At  the 
usually  sufficient  to  stop  the  haemorrliage  time  tlie  pulse  returned  at  the  wrist*  and 
altogether.  from  this  moment  he  recorered  without  any 
The  foregoing  observations  apply  to  all  further  unfaTOurable  symptoms.  After  a 
cases  in  which  inflammation  of  ceUoIar  mem-  few  days  sloughs  came  away,  probdbly  of 
brane  has  already  begun  to  terminate  in  .muscle,  cellular  membrane,  and  peritoneum, 
gangrene,  or  threatens  to  do  so,  whether  the  in  a  confused  mass ;  and  with  them  a  gall- 
inflammation  be  phlegmonous  or  erysipe-  stone  of  moderate  sise — explaining,  to  m  oer- 
latous,  or  that  peculiar  variety  of  inflamma-  tain  extent,  at  least,  the  origin  of  the  dis- 
tion  which  produces  carbuncle.  The  effect  ease, 
of  scarifications  in   preventing  the   fiirther 

progress  of  mortifications  of  the  skin  in  all  The  cases  in  which  you  will  most  fire- 
these  cases  is  very  remarkable :  but  under  quently  have  occasion  to  resort  to  the  em- 
certain  circumstances  they  produce  a  still  ployment  of  scarification  are  thoee  of  dUffiue 
greater  benefit  to  the  patient.  Whenever  cellular  inflammation  of  the  eztremitiea, 
putrid  matter  is  pent  up  round  a  slough  of  whether  it  be  phl^monoos  or  erysipelAtoiu, 
the  cellular  membrane,  the  system  is,  as  it  and  those  of  carbuncle.  But  there  is  another 
were,  poisoned.  The  sulphuretted  and  car-  class  of  cases,  which  occur  after  injuriea,  and 
buretted  hydrogen  gas  evolved  during  the  often  after  slight  injuries  of  the  scalp,  in 
decomposition  of  dead  animal  matter,  seem  which  the  same  treatment  will  be  required  ; 
to  pass,  in  part  at  least,  into  the  circulation,  to  which,  before  I  conclude  this  present 
and  produces  the  most  dangerous  symptoms,  lecture,  I  am  tempted  to  draw  your  atten- 
The  incisions,  which  relieve  the  tension  of  tion.  Firgt,  becaasethey  wfU  serve  to  iilos- 
the  skin,  allow  these  noxious  gases  to  escape,  trate  the  observations  which  1  have  already 
and  the  relief  which  this  affords  to  the  pa-  made ;  and  teetmdfy,  because  the  disease  is 
tient  is  most  remarkable.  I  might,  if  it  were  one  with  which  you  ought  to  be  made  ae- 
necessary,  entmierate  a  great  number  of  quainted,  but  which,  as  far  as  I  know, 
cases  in  illustration  of  what  I  have  just  ob-  has  not  been  distinctly  described  by  surgical 
served.  One,  however,  will  be  sufficient:  writers.  Here,  as  incase  of  erysipelas  of  the 
and  this  I  am  tempted  to  relate,  because  the  skin,  there  is  a  rigor  followed  by  an  attack 
subject  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  be-  of  fever  preceding  the  local  symptoms.  Tbe 
cause  a  particular  instance  may  serve  to  latter  shew  themselves  in  the  form  of  pain 
impress  it  more  on  your  minds  than  a  mere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wound  or  oon- 
genend  observation.  I  was  called  some  few  tusion,  and  an  oedematons  swelling  of  tbe 
years  since  to  see  a  gentleman,  who  appeared  scalp,  without  any  redness  of  the  skin. '  Tbe 
to  be  actually  on  the  point  of  death.  His  sweUing  pits  on  pressure.  It  spreads  over 
extremities  were  cold :  his  pulse  barely  per-  the  whole  scalp  to  the  forehead,  and  some- 
ceptible.  It  was  doubtful  whether  he  was  times  over  the  whole  face,  the  skin  still 
sensible  or  not.  He  made,  on  being  roused,  retaining  its  natural  colour,  or  even  appear- 
several  imperfect  attempts  to  speak,  but  could  tng  paler  than  natural.  The  progress  of  the 
say  nothing  intelligible.  Below  the  right  by-  swelling  is  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  head, 
pochondrium  there  was  a  considerable  tumor;  and  a  continuance  of  febrile  symptoms.  In 
the  skin  being  of  a  dark  red  colour,  on  the  some  cases,  the  disease,  after  having  continued 
verge  of  mortification.  I  said  to  myself  for  10  or  12,  or  perhaps  14  days,  begins  to 
this  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  die  subside  ;  the  serum  which  caused  the  cede- 
without  it  being  ascertained  what  this  tumor  matous  swelling  being  gradually  absorbed 
is.  On  examination  with  the  fingers  I  per-  without  any  farther  mischief.  In  otiier 
ceived  a  sort  of  emphysematous  crackling,  cases  suppuration  takes  place  underneath  tlie 
and  only  an  imperfect  fluctuation.  On  scalp,  with  extensive  sloughing  of  the  eel- 
making  a  free  incision,  I  discovered  under-  Inlar  membrane,  and  this  is  followed  by 
neath  the  discoloured  skin  what  might  be  sloughing  not  only  of  the  scalp  above,  but  of 
called  a  quagmire  of  slough.  A  small  the  pericranium  undemeaA.  I  have  known 
quantity  of  putrid  matter  escaped.  But  the  latter  destroyed  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
there  escaped  also  such  a  quantity  of  lay  bare  a  large  portion  of  the  bone  of  tbe 
noisome  and  offensive  gas,  apparently  cranium.  If  you  would  prevent  all  this  great 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  that  I  could  mischief,  you  must  by  one  method  or  another 
scarcely  bear  to  remain  in  tbe  room.  Tbe  relieve  the  tension  caused  by  the  (edematous 
stench  pervaded  the  whole  house,  and  even  effusion  into  the  cellular  membrane.  Simple 
could  be  perceived  in  the  garden  round  it.  acupunctures  are  often  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
Within  two  minutes  after  the  performance  pose,  provided  that  they  are  repeated  once 
of  this  operation,  so  trifling  in  appearance,  or  twice  daily  for  several  succeMive  days, 
but  so  important  in  reality,  the  patient  looked  Where  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  serum 
up,  and  said  quite  distinctly,  *'  What  is  that  does  not  escape  by  the  punctures,  laige  open- 
you  have  done  which  has  made  so  great  a  ings  are   required,  and  incisions  must  be 
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made  throagh  the  loalp,  and  the  eubjaoent  When  blood  is  drawn  from  the  arm, 

textures,  quite  down  to  the  cranium.    These  coagulation  usually  takes  place  in  from 

must  be  refieeted  from  time  to  time,  as  the  five  to  ten  minutes ;  the  whole  mass  in 

disease  extends  from  one  part  of  the  scalp  to  that  periodbecominga  soft  solid.  As  this 

another.     The  appearances  observed  when  jeUeying  or  sohdification  proceeds,  the 

these  msisions  are    made  explain  in  some  surface  puts  on  various  appearances  in 

decree  the  seat  «id  nature  of  the  disease,  i^^^i^h  and  disease :  it  may  bTred  and 

Ihere  is  a  shght  effusion  of  «™m  imme-  homogeneous,  or  red  wfth  a  curdled 

eff^r^rt^o^Vhl^^^^  flocc4ntasp;ct,variously^^^^^^ 

chiefly  depends,  is  underneath  the  tendon  of  P"T^^f  ^"^  buff;    someUmes  there  is  a 

the  cicipito-frontalis  muscle ;  and  here  the  fi^*''  transparent  fluid  swimming  above 

effusion  is  in  some  instances  so  extensive,  those    portions     containinfir    the     red 

that  I  have  known  the  tendon  to  be  separated  globules,  and  occasionally  this  is  super- 

as  much  as  half  an  inch,  or  even  more,  seded  by  an  opaque  dirty  yellow  fluid, 

from  the  pericranium.     A  large   quantity  which  entirely  <oo6cure8  all  the   red 

of    serum    immediately    escapes    on    the  portions  of  the  blood, 

incision  being  made,   the    tension   is     of  When  the  surface  of  the  coagulum  is 

course  relieved,  and  the  destruction  of  the  patched  with  purple  or  buff,  tne  blood 

parts  is  prevented.     1  suspect  this  disease  to  u  said  to  be  sizy ;  when  the  clear  oily- 

be  a  form  of  erysipelas,  although  the  skin  is  looking  fluid  swims  at  the  surface,  and 

not  usually  inflamed,  as  every  now  and  then  the  red  globules  are  subsiding  entirely, 

it  assumes  the  character  of  true  erysipeUs  as  from  it,   the  clot  will  be  buffed  and 

soon  as  it  reaches  the  face.  cupped ;  and  when  the  dirty  yellow 

— —  opaque  fluid  occupies  the  upper  portion, 

Let  us  now  suppose  that  mortification  has  the  buffy  coating  w^ill  be  very  dense  and 

taken  place  to  a  certain  extent;   that  the  thick. 

progress  of  it  is  arrested ;  and  that  the  sys-  After  standing  some  time  the  coa- 

tem  survives  the  shock  ;  what  further  local  gulated  blood  separates  from  the  sides 

treatment  is  required  ?                            «.  of  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  contained. 

Indeed,  I  have  little  faith  m  any.    The  ^^  ^y^^  ^^^^  begins  to  exude  from 

separation  of  the  slough  is  a  natural  pro-  ^j^^  coagulum :  this  exudation -«Jfes  on 

cess.     It  IS  usual  to  apply  stimuUting.  or  as  ^^^  ^^  ^        ^^  ^^  j^^^  ^^^^^^  .^ 

they  are  called  digestive  omtments ;  solution  r  ,,  ■  j  «,i,;^i,  ^««*i««««  7^  «^«*w.«*  ;*- 
of  chloride  of  sodiT  stale  beer  poultice,  and  fonned,  which  continues  to  contract  ite 
other  things  of  the  iame  kind.  But  my  own  dimensions  for  at  least  eighteen  or 
experience  would  lead  me  to  beUeve  that  the  twenty -four  hours, 
process  of  separation  will  go  on  just  as  ftst  It  Will  he  conyement,  practically,  to 
with  tile  simplest  treatment,  such  as  that  of  make  a  distinction  between  the  coa- 
a  bread  and  water  poultice,  or  a  linseed  gulum  and  the  clot ;  the  former  con- 
poultice,  or  wet  lint  with  a  piece  of  oiled  silk  tains  the  whole  of  the  constituents  of 
'  over  it.  The  constitutional  treatment  at  any  the  blood,  and  is  formed  generally  in  the 
rate  is  of  much  more  importance  than  any  short  period  before  specified.  Ihe  clot 
topical  applications.  Bark  may  generally  be  is  the  coa^lum  freed  from  tlie  serum, 
given  with  advantage :  but  the  discreet  ad-  and  contams  only  tlie  spontaneously 
ministration  of  wine  and  a  nourishing  diet  is  of  golidified  materials  with  the  globules, 
more  unportance  still.  Of  course  no  general  -phe  clot,  or  crassamentum,  in  health, 
rule  can  be  hiid  down.  You  must  study  the  ^  altogether  red,  and  is  usually  con- 
existmg  symptoms,  and  act  accordmgly.  ^^^^^  ^  consisting  of  two  parts :  the 

fibrine,  or  coagulable .  lymph,  which 

S'ves  it  sohdity,  and  the  red  globules. 

^x,«w««*-*-w«^*-w««««»,  .*.  *..«  ^^^  pregnancy,  in  rheumatic  and 
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*,xjAA  M,  x^^^M.  ^      M^A^Ms^^^  cxhibits    two   distfuct    portions;     the 

—  lower  red,  and  consisting  of  the  same 

materials  as  'in  health,  and  the  other 
Mr.  Addison  presents  his  compliments  yellow  whitish,  or  buff-coloured,  form- 
to  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  mg  the  inflammatory  crust,  and  con- 
and  would  be  obUged  by  his  giving  the  sisting  of  coagulable  lymph  free  from 
accompanying  communication  a  place  any  red  globules.  There  can  be  no 
in  the  next  number  of  that  Journal  doubt  but  this  inflammatory  crust  is  an 
Great  MalTon,  JDec.  loth,  1840.  important  character,  having  some  in- 


478    COLOURLESS  GLOBUI^S  IN  THE  BUPFY  COAT  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

flttence  or  share  in  the  cause  of  many  In  five  minutes  a  thin  pelUcle  or  film 

diseases ;  bein?  thicker,  tougher,  and  had  formed  on  the  surmcey  which,  in 

more  completely  free  from  red  globules,  another  five  minutes,  became  thicker 

in  those  disorders  of  a  serious  infiam-  and  more  stringy :  underneath  this  was 

matorv  character.    Vt  is  therefore  of  a  clear   colourless  portion  still  fluid, 

great  importance  to  understand  its  real  On  dipping  the  point  of  the  finger  in  the 

nature.  sur&ce,  and  transferring  a  colourle&s 

Casc  I. — J.  B.,  a  man  aged  60 :  ill  drop  to  a  piece  of  glass,  an  inintepffe 

with  acute  rheumatism ;  pulse  from  65  multitude  of  separate,  distinct,  and  co- 

to  70,  feeble.    V.  S.  to  12  oz. :  blood  lourless  globules  (evidently  lymph,  or 

drawn  into  three  cups.   In  a  quarter  of  altered  blood-globules,  free  mnn  any 

an  hour  the  first  portion  had  a  purple  colouring  matter)  were  seen  floatiiig  in 

surface,  streaked  with  red  ^  the  surface  the  clear  liquid.    In  this  case  the  dot 

of  the  second  was  entirely  a  dirty  yel-  evidently  contracted  its  dimensions,  or 

lowish  buff,  without  an^  visible  red  continued    to    diminish   in    aise,    for 

globules ;  the  third  was  similar  to  the  twenty-four  hours, 
first.  If  a  small  portion  of  fresh  blood  is 

On  gently  dipping  the  point  of  the  examined  by  the  lens,  or  by  a  low 
finger  on  the  surface  of  the  sepond  por*  power  in  the  microscope,  the  red  g^lo- 
tion,  and  before  the  coagulation  had  Dules  are  usually  found  congregated 
taken  place,  a  clear  colourless  drop  and  entangled  together  in  ragged  con- 
adhered  to  it,  which,  when  transferred  fused  masses ;  and  this  may  be  seen 
to  a  piece  of  glass,  and  examined  by  a  even  by  the  eye  alone,  the  blood  ap- 
common  lens,  hgainst  the  light,  was  pearin^  curdled.  On  the  other  hand, 
found  to  contain  an  immense  multitude  the  colourless  globules  of  the  bnfly 
of  clear  colourless  globules.  coat  do  not  appear  so ;  the^  remain 

Case  II.— 6.  R.,  a  man  aj?ed  52 :  ill  much  more  separate  and  distmct ;  and 

in  bed  with  pleuritis.    V.  S.  to  16oz.  when    they  do   coalesce,    they    form 

In  five  minutes  the  whole  surface  of  strings,  films,  or  lines, 
the  blood  presented  an  opaque,  shredd}^,        In  this  case  I  placed  several  drops  of 

or  fiocculent  appearance  :  no  red  parti-  this  clear  coagulable  liquid  on  the  glass : 

cles  were  visible  except  a  few  round  in  a  few  minutes  coagulation  commenced 

some  bubbles  of  air.    The  following  in  streaks  and  films,  all  of  which  were 

morning  the  clot  was  covered  by  a  evidentlv  composed  by  the  aggregation 

thick,  tough,  bufiy  coat;  and  in  the  of  the  globules.    After  this  four  or  five 

cupped  centre  was  a  jell^-like  matter  teaspoonfiils  of  the  same  fluid  were 

of  looser  consistence.  This  patient  was  placed  in  a  clean  cup,  which,  by  the 

bled  again  the  following  day:  blood  following  morning,  had  separated  with 

just  the  same.    Before  the  coagulation  a  tough  bufiy  clot  and  some  dean  pole 

had  proceeded,  and  while  the  upper  serum;  the  former  weighed  717*5  grams;  * 

portion  was  yet  fluid,  I  took  up  three  the  latter  677*5  grains, or  51*5 percent, 

or  four  tea-spoonsful  quite  free  from  bufi[y  clot,  and  4b*5  serum.     This  is  a 

any  red  globules,  and  placed  them  in  large  proportion  of  serum,  and  shews 

another  cup :  in  a  short  time  it  was  the  strength  or  firmness  of  the  coagn* 

coagulated ;  and  after  some  hours  a  ladon  by  which  a  larger  proportion  of 

tea-spoonfiil  or  more  of  clear  serum  serum  was  squeezed  out  than  would 

had  separated,  leaving  a  tough  bufiy  have  been  the  case  f^m  a  clot  with  the 

coagulum.    Hence  it  is  obvious  that  red  globules.     The  form,  of  the  clot  in 

the  first  change  in  inflammatory  blood  bufiy  blood  is  generally  contracted  and 

is  its  separation  into  twofmd  portions ;  concave,  and  of  a  less  diameter  than 

the  i^jwr  colourless,  or  of  a  yellow  buff  the  lower  red  portions, 
colour ;  the  lower,  red.  The  next  change       Case  IY. — M.  J.,  a  woman,  aced  38, 

is  the  coacfulation  of  both  these  por-  very  ill  with  quinsy.     V.  S.  to  14os. : 

tions.     Atter  this  the  serum  separates,  blood  drawn  into  two  cups.    In  about 

part   exuding    from    the    upper   bnjf  eight  minutes  there  was  a  considerable 

portion,  and  part  firwn  th(  lower  red  quantity  of  clear  liquid  swimmixig  like 

portion.  oil  on  the  surface  of  the  blood  first 


Case  III. — J.  H.,  aced  45:  ill  with  drawn,  and  through  this  a  Quantity  of 
acute  rheumatism.  V.  S.  to  1 6  ok.  The  fiocculent  tufts,  just  like  curdledsoap,  of 
Mood  had  all  the  cbaiacten  of  Case  II.    a  dirty  yellowish  buff  cokmri  wm  be 
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seen,  and  these  quite  obscured  the  red  MIDWIFERY  CASE, 

portion  of  the  blood.  

inS'thtftliJa^rirsolewL^^^^  ^»  '**  ^^''or  of  tke  Medical  Gazette. 

turbed  the  coagulating  process,  and  a  Sir, 

thin    gelatinous    film   adhered    to  it,  i^  you  imagine  the  following  statement 

together  with  some  of  the  still  fluid  ^^fl  ^e  read  with  interest  by  the  medi'- 

portion :  both  were  placed  on  a  piece  cal  public,   perhaps  you  will  find  it 

of  glass  and  examined  bjr  the  lens  (a  ^  place  in  your  weekly  publication. 

Coddington)  against  the  bght,  when  a  \  wels  summoned  some  days  since  to 

great  number  of  the  same  colourless    attend  Mrs. ,  aged  27  years,  and 

gobules  could  be  seen,  and  the  coagu-  the  mother  of  two  children,  and  on  my 
ted  film  appeared  to  be  composed  en-  arrival  found  her  in  labour,  but  very 
tirely  of  these  globules  adhering  toge-  ^eak  and  languid,  having  suflered  from 
ther.       Here  the  clot  did  not   attain  ill  health  durmg  the  greater  part  of  her 
its  smallest  dimension  till  the  end  of  pregnancy.     Having  ascertained  that 
eighteen  or  twenty-four  hours.  the  parts  were  fully  dilated,  and  that  it 
On  the  following  dav  I  bled  the  was  from  mere  want  of  uterine  action 
patient  again,  when  the  blood  displayed  that  the  labour  was  not  completed,  I 
the   same  appearances.     Half  a  tea-  gave  the  patient  3i.  of  the  secale,  but 
spoonful  of  the  clear  or  colourless  hquid  Jid  not  rouse   the  uterus  to  efficient 
swimming  on  the  surface  was  placed  on  action  to  complete  labour:  therefore, 
a  piece  of  glass.    On  examination  by  having  waited  a  proper  time,  I  repeated 
the  lens  an  immense  number  of  the  the  dose,  and  expulsion  of  the  child 
same  globules  were  found  floating  in  it.  and  placenta  was  soon  accomplished ; 
In  about  five  minutes  the  coagulation  ^ut  no  sooner  had  this  taken  place  than 
commenced  by  the  formation   of  nu-  yiolent  sickness  came  on  5  syncope  to 
merous  opaque  streaks  and  films,  which  an  alarming  extent  5  cold  perspirations, 
were  evidently  composed  by  the  aggre-  &c.     I  administered  brandy,  ammonia, 
^tion  of  the  globules.     In  a  short  and  various  stimuli,  and  after  two  or 
time  the  whole  was  jellied,  and  some  three  hours  she  was   sufficiently  re- 
senim  separated.    During  this  change  covered  for  me  to  venture  to  leave  her, 
the  coapilum  becomes  opaque,  and  its  giving  strict   directions,    in    case  of 
composition  cannot  then  be  detected.  return  of  symptoms,  to  apprise  me,  as  I 
Prom  these  experiments  it  is  evidenC\  ^as  not  living  far  distant    I  left  her 
tiiat  inflammatory  or  bufly  blood  has  about  two  o'clock  a.m.,  and  saw  her 
two  kinds  of  globules ;  the  heavier  red  again  at  nine,  when  I  found  the  sick- 
globule  sinking   to  the   bottom,  and  ness  had  not  returned,  and  that  she 
forming  the  lower  portion  of  the  clot,  had  rallied  considerably ;  but  the  symp- 
and   the    colourless    lighter   globules  toms  were  these :-— Great  pain  in  the 
swimming  at  the  top.  head,  with  giddiness ;    a  full  staring 
Miiller  enters  pretty  minutely  into  eye,  and  to  a  great  extent  imconscious 
the  --"se  »nd  nnrw-prance  of  the  inflam-  of  what  was  passing  around  her;  breath- 
matoiT  crust,  but  makes  no  mention  of  ing  humid ;    pulse  small  and  quick ; 
any  globules  to  be  found  in  the  fluid  and  continued    and    violent  pwn  or 
from  wh^h  it  is  formed.    On  the  con-  cramps  in  the  lower  extremities.    Re- 
trary,  he  distinctly  states  that  the  fibrine  garding  the  symptoms  as  the  result  of 
of  the  blood  is  really  dissolved  in  the  ftie  ergot,  I   cautiously    emptied  the 
liquor   sanguinis,    and   that   it    does  stomach  and  bowels,  and  then  gave 
not  exist  in  the  bk>od  in  the  form  of  every  three  hours  nitro-muriatic,  or, 
globules  ♦.                         ...  a'ccording  to  the  present  nomenclature, 
I  am  still  pursuing  mv  investigations  nitro-hydrochloric  acid,  taking  the  pre- 
on  this  subject :    in  the  meantime  I  caution  to  render  the  room  dark.  Hav- 
hope  this  brief  communication  will  be  ing  met  with  a  nurse,  who  had  good 
the  means  of  drawing  attention  to  the  sense  and  good  nature,  I  gave  strict  in- 
subject— now  that  we  are  iiist  reverting  junctions  to  keep  the  house  perfectly 
to  a  "  modified  humoral  pathology."  quiet.    I  saw  the  patient  a^n  in  the 

evening,  and  found  her  much  improved : 


*  Pliyiiolofnr,iip.lM, itt.  bowels  relieved  twice;  the  brain  evi- 

dently*   returning   to   its   accustomed 

functions,  and  the  cramps  in  the  legs 
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better.    I  have  seen  her  daily  since,  back,  and  of  great  soreness  of  the  eyes, 
and  she  is  now  convalescent.    In  her  with  dimness  of  vision.    The  conjunc- 
former   pregnancies  and  labours  she  tivee  of  both  eyes  were  a  good  deal  in- 
had  been  in  good  health,  and  labour  jected,   and  lx>th  pupils  were  dilated, 
had  generally  terminated  in  three  or  though  the  eyes  were  ex^xMed  to    a 
four  nours,  and  her  previous  medical  pretty  strong  light,  as  the  patient  was 
attendant  had  never  required  to  give  placed  opposite  to  a  window.    Imme- 
her  any  thing  to  assist  her  labour,  diately  after  the  administration  of  the 
There  could  be  nothing  unusual  in  the  Mist.  Cretee  she  was  well  wrapped  up 
ergot,  for  I  have  used  some  from  the  in  warm  blankets,  and  bottles  filled 
same  parcel  repeatedly ;  therefore  I  con-  with  hot  water  were  applied  to  her  feet, 
elude  there  must  be  some  peculiarity  Shealsotookoccasionallysomeetheraad 
in  this   individual    more   tnan    mere  tincture  of  opium  in  camphor  mixture. 
derangement  or  common  irritability  of  The  state  of  aepression  continued  for  a 
stomach. — I  am,  sir,  about  an  hour  after  these  means  had 
Yoiu:  obedient  servant,  been  adopted  for  its  relief.    At  the  end 
Alfred  Crabb.  of  this  time  reaction  began  to  take 
March,  Cambridg^eahire,  place,  and  in  a  short  time  was  fully 

Nov.  28,  isio. established;    the  pulse  becwninK  full 

—  and  quick;    the  skin  hot;    ana  the 

POISONING  WITH  BINOXALATE  OF  countenance  flushed.    She  now  com- 

POTASS.  plained  of  throbbing  pain  in  the  head, 
and  of  great  thirst.    The  «calding  sen- 
sation, which  at  the  commencement 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  was  felt  in  the  throat  and  stomach, 

SiK,  now  extended  more  or  less  over  the 

Should  you  deem  the  following  case  abdomen,  being  accompanied  by  ten- 

of  poisoning  with  binoxalate  of  Sotaas,  ^^^^  ^  tolerab  y  firm  pressure  being 

which  was  attended  by  my  fether  and  "^f-    JWghteen  leeches  were  now  ai>- 

myself,  of  sufficient  interest  for  a  place  P^^d  to  the  abdomen,  Mid  foUowed  by 

in  your  journal,  I  shaU  fqel  obUged  by  warm  fomentations.    After  the  atetrac- 

its  insertion. I  am  sir  ^^^  of  blood  by  the  leeches,  the  faint* 

Your  obedient'servant,  ^^^  recurred,  which  rendered  neces- 

JoHN  Jackson.  M.R.C.S.  «*^  ^«  readministration  of  a  stimuhmt. 

ao,  Church  stwet.  Spitalfieldi,  Some  carbonate  of  ammonia  was  given, 

Dec.  7, 1S40.  ana  tne  patient  raliiea  again.      1  ne 

abdominal   tenderness,   though  dimi- 

A  female,  of  about  20  years  of  age,  nished,  still  existed,  being  accompanied 

took  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  by  constant  sickness.    A  mustard  cata- 

November,   1840,  some  binoxalate  of  plasm  was  now  applied  to  the  scrobi- 

potass,  which  she  had  previously  dis-  cuius  cordis,  and   some  calomel  and 

solved  in  some  hot  water.    The  ouan-  opium  were  administered  every  three 

tity  taken  was,  as  nearly  as  could  be  hours. 

ascertained,  about  an  ounce.     About  Nov.   I4tb. — On  beinf  visited  this 

an  hour  and  a  half  after  having  swal-  morning  she  expressednerself  much 

lowed  it,  she  was  found  by  the  servant  easier,  having  slept  a  little  di^uring  the 

lying  on  the  floor  quite  faint,  having  night.  The  abdomnial  tenderness  being 

been  previously  very  sick.    On  being  almost  entirely  gone,  and  her  bowels 

visited,  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  not  having  been  open  since  the  day 

poison  had  been  ascertained,  jiv.  of  previous  to  that  on  which  she  took  the 

Mist.   Cretse  were  administered,  with  poison,  some  carbonate  and  sulphate  of 

the  view  of  neutralizing  the  acid  of  the  magnesia  were  given  every  four  hours, 

salt,  if  any  remained  on  the  stomach.  It  was  necessary  to  omit  tliis  medicine 

At  this  time  she  was  in  a  state  of  ex-  once  during  the  day,  in  consequence  of 

treme  depression;  the  pulse  being  so  a  return  of  the  fainting,  which  was 

feeble  that  it  could  scarcely  be  felt ;  relieved  by  the  administration  of  some 

the  skin  cold  and  clammy ;  and  the  face  ether  and  tincture  of  opium, 

and  lips  pale,  with  continued  rigors  15th.— She  states  that  she  passed  a 

affecting  the  whole  body.    She  com-  tolerably  good  night,  the  bowels  having 

plained  of  a  scalding  sensation  in  the  been  freely  opened.  Fromthis  time,  until 

throat  tiud  stomach,  of  pain  in  the  her  Icavmg  London,  in  two  days  after, 
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ahe  rapidljr  improTedy  the  only  symp-  as  well  as  many  others,  it  would  be  much 

toms  remaininff  being  those  indicative  to  be  desired  that  medical  statbtics  were 

of  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  more  cultivated." 

of   the    alimentary   canal,  to  relieve  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 

which  demulcents   and  opiates  were  cause  of  thia  greater  mortality  in  towns 

given  with  success.    At  the  time  of  her  than  in  the  ooimtrv  is  owing  to  the  exis- 

quitting  town  she  seemed  quite  well,  tence  of  Iving-in  nospitals  in  th6  for- 

with  the  exception  of  debilitjr.  mer ;    and  there  is  no  subject  more 

The  above  case  is  interesting  in  two  deserving  of  attention  than  an  investi- 

respects.    In  the  first  place,  as  far  as  I  gation  mto    this   subject     Dr.   Lee 

am  aware,  instances  or  poisoning  with  observes  at  p.  114  of  his  work  on  the 

binoxalateofpotass  are  seldom  met  with,  Diseases  of  Women,  1833,  "  I  cannot 

a  circumstance  the  more  to  be  wondered  conclude  this  important  subject  with- 

at,    as  the  salt  is  extensively  used  as  a  out  nointing  out  the  urgent  necessity 

decolorizing  i^nt  by  those  who  pre-  whicn  there  exists  for  a  full  investiga- 

Eare  straws  for  the  manufacture  of  tion  of  the  means  calculated  to  prevent 
onnets,  &c.  The  individual  who  is  the  occurrence  of  puerperal  fever,  or 
the  subject  of  the  above  account  was  uterineinflammation,  iniving-inhospi- 
engagedin  a  business  ofthis  sort  In  tals,  where  its  dreadful  fatality  has 
the  second  place,  though  the  symptoms  been  recorded  by  all  writers  since  the 
were  in  the  main  very  similar  to  those  foundation  of  these  institutions.  From 
which  have  been  observed  in  cases  of  the  Registers  of  the  British  Lying-in 
poisoning  with  oxalic  acid  or  its  salts.  Hospital,  the  Matemit^i  at  Paris,  the 
yet  in  some  particulars  they  were  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  the 
essentially  different  The  injection  of  tables  of  M.  de  Chaleauneuf,  it  is  proved 
the  conjunctivoe,  the  dimness  of  vision,  that  the  average  rate  of  mortality 
and  the  dilated  condition  of  the  pupils,  greatly  exceeds  that  of  institutions 
which  existed  during  the  state  .of  de-  where  individuals  are  attended  at  their 
pression,  and  which  ^adually  disap-  own  habitations ;  and  if  it  should  ulti- 
peared  after  the  estabhshment  of  reac-  mately  appear  that  all  precautions  are 
tion,  are  circumstances  which  are  not  unavailing  in  diminishing  the  numbers 
adverted  to  at  all  by  Dr.  Christison,  in  attacked  by  the  disease,  it  becomes  a 
his  account  of  the  effects  of  oxalic  acid  subject  deserving  the  most  serious  con- 
and  its  salts,  and  which,  therefore,  I  sideration,  on  the  CTound  of  humanity, 
presume,  have  not  been  previously  whether  lying-in  nospitals  should  not 
noticed.  There  was  in  this  case  no  be  looked  upon  as  injurious  rather  than 
tendency  either  to  tetanus  or  coma,  beneficial  to  society.  From  what  has 
both  of  which  symptoms  were  observed  fallen  under  m)r  own  observation  in  the 
by  Drs.  Christison  and  Coindet,  in  their  British  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  other 
experiments  ^ith  the  salts  of  oxalic  similar  institutions  in  this  metropK)lis, 
acid.  where  the  utmost  attention  is  paid  to 
, ventilation  and  cleanliness,  and  where 

RPMAPirq  nv  TMtt  ^®  ^"^^  *^  ^®*  over-crowded  with 

REMARKS  ON  THB  patients,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  express 

MORTALITY  OF  PUERPERAL  my   decided .  conviction,  that   by  no 

WOMEN  IN  GREAT  TOWNS.  means  hitherto  discovered  can  the  fre- 

quent  and  fatal  recurrence  of  the  dis- 

fn.  ^x    »jf.^      ^^»   ,^  J.    .  ^     ..  case  be  prevented  in  lying-in  hospitals. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^nd  that  the  loss  of  humSi  Hfe  thereby 

Sift,  occasioned  completely  defeats  the  ob- 

In  the  paper  on  Uterine  Haemorrhage  J®^*f  of  their  benevolent  founders." 

by  Mr.  Adams*,  the  following  observa-  ^^  Fersruson  has  come  to  nearly  the 

tion  occurs :— "  According  to  Mr.  Farr  ®*°*f  conclusion,  for  at  page  103  of  his 

the  proportion  of  deaths  from  child-bed  ^^'^^  ^i  ^  ^^^  respecting  the  influ- 

is  71  per  cent  greater  in  towns  than  in  ®P^®  ^J  hospital  air  upon  the  Wuc- 

the  country,    ft  would  be  unportant  to  ^^\^^  the  disease,  that  "  On  this  head 

know  whether  abnormal  implantation  ^®  *^*^«  abundant  evidence  of  the  dis- 

of  the  placenta  be  one  of  the  causes  of  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^*^  ^"  hospitals,  as 

this  greater  mortaKty.   For  this  reason,  S^?i  ^^P^lf  *  ,?"  ^T  managed. 
1 _'  Neither  the  skill,  the  comfort,  the  care- 

«  Mbo.Gax.  No.  6,Octao,i840,p.  190.  ful  dieting,    and  even  the  assiduous 

€81. — xxvii.  2  I 


CASE  OF  HERNIA. 


482  DR.  RUMSET'S  CASE  OF  HERNIA. 

nursing  which  are  lavished  on  its  in-  latter  was  taken,  the  former  omitted. 

mates,  diminish  the  mortality  to  a  level  No  motion  of  bowels  taking  place,  the 

with  that  attendant  on  the   out-door  vomiting  continued,  with  tension  of  the 

population."  abdomen.      Purgatives,   fomentationB, 

if  these  be  facts,  for  whose  benefit  bleeding  locally  and  generally,  blisteiB 

then,  may  I  be  permitted  to  inquire,  are  and  warm  baths,  were  all  had  recourse 

such  institutions  kept  up  ?    Certainly  to.    Sometimes  the  abdomen  was  tense, 

not    for    the  advantage  of  the  poor  but  never  very  tender,  and  for  a  case  of 

women,  who  have  little  idea  on  enter-  enteritis,   which  I  supposed  it  to  be, 

ing  the  wards  of  a  lying-in  hospital  (not  being  able  to  discover  a  hernial 

that  they  are  to  be  plunged  in  an  at-  tumor),  I  was  surprised  at  the   little 

mosphere  loaded  witn  putrid  and  con-  complaint  of  pain, 
tagious  miasmata,  and  that  they  are  to        The  retching  having  subsided  one 

encounter  dangers  to  which  they  would  day,  began  again.     She  lived  from  the 

not  have  been  exposed  in  their  own  attack  mnrteen  days,  and  died,  having* 

comparatively  comfortless  homes.  had  no  motion,  except  the  emptyings  of 

The  Statistical  Society  would,  in  my  the  lower  bowels  by  the  injections. 

opinion,  render  a  ^eat  service  to  hu-        When  bled,  she  very  soon  became 

manity  by  instituting  an  in(juiry  into  feint,  and  upon  every  occasion  I  failed 

the  mortality  of  lyin^-in  hospitals.  to  procure  as  much  blood  as  I   had 

I  am,  sir,  wished,  on  account  of  the  collapse  that 

Your  obedient  servant,  followed  the  opening  of  the  vein ;  still 

I  A.  B.  6.  it  was  observable  that  the  fainting  pio- 

, dttced  no  good.      During  her  iuness^ 

opiates  were  given,  castor  oil,  elaterinm, 
colocynth,  gamboge,   calomel,  senna, 
saline  medicines,  and  antispasmodics. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  ^  ''^^}^  notbut  suspect  that  there  was 

^  something  pecuhar  m  this  illness,  and 

SiKf  the  idea  of  an  internal  hemiaoccurred  to 

I  HAVE  read  with  interest  the  remarka-  my  thoughts. 

ble  case  of  Hernia  published  in  your  I  felt  an  anxious  desire,  after  the 
number  for  November  27»  in  the  reports  fatal  termination,  that  the  doubts  which 
of  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary ;  and  solicit  had  existed  during  life  should  be  as 
the  favour  of  vour  publishing  the  fol-  much  as  possible  solved  by  a  post- 
lowing  case,  which  occurred  in  a  patient  mortem  examination, 
of  mine,  and  which  I  think  will  go  far  Appearances  on  examination. — A  lai^ 
towards  explaining  the  production  of  mass  of  intestine  presented  itself  in  the 
the  ligamentous  band  which  proved  the  iliac  region,  of  very  dark  colom*  in  one 
cause  of  strangulation  in  tne  case  of  point,  giving  way  to  the  pressure  of  the 
A.  R.,  the  sailor ;  appearing  to  the  nnger,  and  letting  out  some  of  its  con- 
writer  to  be  altogether  inexplicable.  I  tents.  Leaving,  ror  the  present,  a  more 
transcribe  the  case  from  my  note-book,  partictdar  examination  of  this  part,  I 

1832,  March  7th :  Lucy  Darville,  aged  turned  to  the  upper  part  of  the  cavity, 

21,  thin  and  spare,  her  parents  health v  designing  to  trace  the  course  of  the  in- 

and  strong,  has  not  been  in  good  health  testinal  canal  from  the  stomach  down- 

for  two  or  three  years,  but  able  to  get  wards  j  in  doing  which,   I  found  the 

about,  and  in  good  spirits  generafly.  upper  surface  of  the  liver  adhering  so 

She  had  taken  a  walk  of  three  miles,  firmly  to  the  contiguous  parietes  that 

and  before  returning  home  was  seized  a  separation  was   efTectea  wit!k  great 

with  pain  in  the  side  of  the  abdomen,  difficulty.      Half  a  dozen  scybala,  the 

about  the  left  iliac  region.     It  was  very  size  of  a  bantam's  egg,  were  contained 

acute.    She  began  to  vomit,  and  for  the  in  the  intestine,  very  firm  in  texture, 

first  three  days  I    know  little    more  some  of  them  covered  with  purulent- 

than  that  she  is  described  by  her  mo-  like  mucus.     Reaching  that  part  of  the 

ther  to  have  vomited  almost  incessantly,  intestine  which  was  in  a  morbid  state, 

Previous  to  this  attack  her  bowels  had  I  was  struck  by  a  curious,  and,  at  fint, 

been  relaxed,  and,  attending  to  a  verbal  unintelligible  appearance ;  viz.  a  liga- 

account  of  her  illness,  on  one  of  the  ture,  a  cross,  a  aoubling  of  the  canal, 

early  days,  an  a|>erient  draught  and  an  including  all  the  discoloured  part,  to  the 

astringent  mixture  had  been  sent.    The  extent  of  about  seven  or  eight  inches  in 
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length,  having  veiy  much  the  appear-  on  the  increase,  who  serve  as  inter- 

ance  of  a  digastnc  muscle,  the  size  preters  between  the  several  halves  of 

beine  for  a  small  extent  that  of  a  piece  .^j^*^    „^j  «^«i„i«  ♦«  ♦1,0  i»^<.  />f 

of  ^Word.  enlarging  into  a  ffeshy  f^^^^^    f^^  ^^P^*"'*  ^°  *^%^*'"l',.f 

substance  each  way  laterally.    Carry-  ^^  and  dale,  that  the  poor  of  real  life 

ing  the  fin^r  aions^  the  course  of  tms  are  not  the  poor  of  a  poem  or  a  melo- 

band,   I  discovered   it  to  be   a  ring  drama,  and  that  much  of  what  appears 

formed  by  an  oneningin  the  mesentery.  ^^^^{,^^  j^  ^^^  ^^  j,  ^  ^^/^^^ 

which  had  produced  the  stranefulation,  ,  ^r      «,  1^  f 

and  thus  were  accounted  for  the  ap-  ^^^y.     Mr.   Slaney,  on  whose  speech 

pearances  and  the  fetal  termination,  we  commented  in  our  last  volume*, 
without  throwing  any  light  which  could  belongs  to  this  noble  class,  and  en- 
have  rendered  the  c^e  more  curable  deavours  to  awaken  the  slumbering 
had  it  been  understood.  The  included  .,  ;  .j  .•  j.*!.  i  ^j 
intestine  contained  a  pint  or  more  of  "^^  *«  »  consideration  of  the  neglected 
yellow  feculent  fluid,  and  was  so  meshed  poor-  He  has  lately  published  another 
with  the  ligature,  that  I  conceive  the  pamphlet  on  the  same  subject,  which 
mass  had  been  thus'  pressed  upon  for  i^  now  lying  before  us  f.    Mr.  Slaney 

'TcddTnt.  or  some  morbid  process,  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 

must  have  produced  an  aperture  in  the  ^^^  *»«*  ^^^ch  he   has  undertaken, 

mesentery,  through  whidi  the  dupli-  The  busy  and  the  politic  look  at  every 

cature  of  the  intestine  passed ;  and  in  thing  through  coloured  glasses ;  they 
proceeding,  and  enlargingsubsequently, 

stripped  from  itself  the  membranes  of  .    . ,  _  .     .        "  ?f7^  *•***■"  "I"**' 

whiclTthe  structure  is  formed.      The  And  to^JISty  «*'«  ~P  wi«t  w»  meaui  for  m.n- 

circumferent  portion  of  the  ring,  not 

being  turned  quite  through,  thus  as-  So  that  even  if  they  can  tear  them- 

sumed  the  form  of  a  cord.  selves  awhile  from  Parliamentary  tac- 

The   valuable   contributor   to   your  tics,  or  the  absorbing  interests  of  the 

journal  of  the  article  alluded  to,  will,  I  -d     1         ^  r 

think,  scarcely  doubt  that  the  two  cases  ^*^  parlour,  caelum  rum  ammum  mu^ 

were   strangulated  mesenteric  hernia;  '«»'»  ^ey  change  the  scene  of  contest, 

his  own,  at  least,  suggesting  very  j)ower-  but  not  the  passions  which  animated  it, 
fiilly,  as  is  justly  observed;  the  impor-        Qn  the  other  hand,  the  hereditary 

tance  of  a  httle  hesitation  as  to  esta-  _  ^        uv         1    ^i.  ^    1    1 

Wishing  the  general  rule  of  returning  a  J^^rs  of  wealth  are  loath  to  look 

hernial  sac  unopened.— I  am,  sir,  at  the  subject  at  all.    One  man  wears 

Your  obedient  servant,  blue  spectacles,  and  another  shuts  his 

Nathaniel  Rumsbt,  M.D.  eyes;  query — which  of  the  two  is  mo&t 

Henley-on-Thama,  Dec.  %  1840.  likely  to  see  things  of  their  real  colour  ? 

■  These  opulent  and  powerful  classes, 

MTTnTP  AT    PA  ^FTT-F  ^^^  ^^'  ^^"^^^^  ^^  "^^"^^  generous, 

JVUJiUli^Alj  lj AZ-JJi  1 1  ±i.  and   Uberally  open    their   purses   to 

Friday  J  December  18,  1840.  known  cases  of  misfortune.    But  *'  an 

attempt  to  show  them  that  the  state  of 

••Ucet  omnibiifti  licet  etiam  mUif,  diprniutMn  thines  is  not  SO  bright  or  safe  as  they 

JrMi  JfrAMt^taeri;  potestM  modo  ▼eniendi  in  ,       °    ,  ,  j  -^     •  -^       j 

pabllciun  •it,.dicendl  periculum  non  recuso."  have  always  deemed  it,  IS  considered 

CicKKo.  almost  as  an  injury ;    their  passions 

•«^.  *>.«,«  ^-1  ^,,„  «^^„  .^T  •  ^ny^n  and  prejudices,  their  hopes  and  wishes, 

HEALTH  OF  THE  POOR  IN  LARGE  .       m-  i     n  .i       *i.  j  1. 

TOWNS.  '^y  Ll^^J  all  the  other  way,  and  how 

Miss  Edoeworth  has  observed  with 


^  *     Ai.   av  A          u  1^  ^#  4.i.«  ^^.1^  *  ^^*'  1T»ytical  Condition  of  the  Working 

great  truth,  that  one  half  of  the  world  cSmmb,  Med.  Gaz.  April  10,  i840. 

does  not  know  how  the  other  half  Uves.  ^,^S!S^,^^f^^''^,^SS^SSs:S,  Sj 

It  is  ple««uit.  therefore,  to  see  th«t  {SSrftJ'^J5;,J;^..TiS.^^^ 

the  number  of  those  philanthropists  is  m.p.,  auOrman  of  both  CommittcM.             * 
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few  are  resolute  enough  to  be  con-       Habitations  damp,  dirty,  and  anveii- 

vinced  in  spite  of  all  these !"  tilated,  where    the    first  elements  of 

Tell  them,  in  fact,  ofthe  Rookery,  and  health  and  comfort  are  wanting,  and 

its  lodgers  I  of  the  human  sties  filled  wheregloomy  discontent  alternates  with 

with  beings  Httle-  above  the  condition  unwholesome    exhilaration,    are    not 

of  the  beasts ;  of  the  satire  on  the  rulers  schools  of  virtue, 
of  the  world,  more  bitter  than  Juvenal       It  is  not  in  the  squalid  abodes  of 

ever  wrote,  implied  in  the  thronged  indigence  that  content   and    industry 

cellars  of  Manchester,  and  the  depopu-  are  to  be  learned,  or  that  the  stripling 

lating  fevers  of  Glasgow  —  and  they  is  formed  into  the  citizen.     Despair 

will  tell  you,  that  you  are  a  mauvaU  increases  the  evils  by  which  it  was 

tvjetf  and  ask  whether  you  have  signed  produced ;  and  destitution  is  naturally 

the  Five  Points !  allied  to  that  ahiftlessnesSf  of  which 

Man^  of  them,  indeed,  think  that  Cobbett  says  that  it  is  an  evil  little  short 
misery  means  the  elegant  distress  of  a  of  the  loss  of  eyes  or  of  limbs*.  It  is 
romance ;  the  word  immediately  recalls  to  want  in  this  extreme  that  we  may 
to  their  imagination  a  merchant  forced  too  often  apply  the  saying  of  the  poet : 
to  lay  down  his  carriage,  and  retire  to  «c«di  miW.  miaeros  pradentu  prima  reUqnit ; 
a  cottage  onU  on  the  banks  of  the  Etaenmucumreoonaflfumqaeftigit." 
Wye ;  but  not  a  room  in  an  Edinburgh  ♦i,»^f„«  j,  ♦„  {„ 
wynd,  and  its  occupier  liying  on  three  Th*  «"*  *«?.  therefore,  is  to  im- 
meals  a  week.  Unscared  by  these  mis-  ?"'<'  ^''fff  muerMc  homes ;  they  are 
apprehensions,  Mr.  Slaney  caUs  every  •"«>7'«'»*fc.  «•  to  speak,  with  the  lea- 
ones  attention  to  the  important  ques-  «*'"  ^f^'^f  "*■  ^^'f-     ^       . 

tion-shall  we  remedy  the  evil  while  it        ^  '"^f"}  '"  ^^  '^^'^  >«"°'*"* 

...  ,    „        «      -t        u'  or  avaricious  builders  who  run  up  rows 

18  yet  time,  or  shall  we  await  an  "  in-      . ,  .      ,  *^   _  . 

crease  of  crime,  disease,  and  discontent,  "[  ^°'^»  ™  *!  "^""^  ^f '•  "J"^  »» 

and  outbreaks  from  time  to  time,  more  *^\  '~"'  situations.     Good  drainage 

J       -^  j-m     u  *    «  -ftff  and  ventilation  should  be  compulsory, 

and  more  ditncult  to  suppress  r"  ,    ,      ,     .  ,  ,      , ,   . 

„«      .  .       I.*  u  >«■    ei  wid  the  legislature  should  interpose 

The  two  reports  which  Mr.  Slaney  ,  ..  ,  »      , 

•  -xj*     !.•  -i.ii.1.  between  those  who  are  actuated  only 

has  reprinted  m  his  pamphlet  show  ,       ,.,..-         , ,       :.  .1    . 

that  di^ng  the  hu,t  forty  years  the  l^  *«  thirst  for  gold  and  their  m,- 

rural  population  of  England  ha.  in-  ^PP^  '^''*T\^^%     v?  ,^     "^J 

creased  about  40  per  cent.,  while  that  *^*  .*«  ^^'^  *''.*"  ^'•"'^!''  feUow-cit.- 

.  A  X         1.     •  J «.  zens  m  tum-agam  alleys  is  not  among^ 

of  many  great  towns  has  mcreased  from  ,     ,     .  .       ^     ,.      .         ^  ,      .  ,® 

80  to  120  per  cent. ,  and  that  in  these  *e  legiUmate  applications  of  the  nght 

.  ii        J        A  ...         ,  to  do  what  they  will  with  their  own*, 

towns  "  no  adequate  provision  is  made  ^ 

for  the  proper  education  of  the  children, 

ji^  *        j*Ai-  •  Cottag«  Economy,  lec.  166. 

no  due  regulations  are  enforced  for  the        t  To  teach  this  benevolent  lesson  Abm  '*  For 

healthandcomfortofthepoorerclasses,  Jri^wL'XiS^'l^fflSr^u 

and  no  sufficient  means  placed  within  *•  appUcablc  only  to  houses  under  *no  per  on- 

,    .  -  * ,      1  . ,  warn.    Its  principal  provisions  are.— 

their  reach  to  enable  them  to  provide        l.  To  forbid  the  building;  in  towns  of  a  certain 

against  the  trial,  that  beset  them!"  £n»i;^^ceitardw.iitog.,u«i« with™ open 

The  first  remedy  suggested  i.  a  good  J^tTiiX^  ]S^t^^  '^  '^ 

practical  education  based  on  religious  ^«?«-„  _,  ^  ^.^^   .     ^   ^      _,^ 

'^  .      .  -  T»  ^     jj    •»»     «i  J  SvHoosea  not  lobe  boilt  back  to  back,  or  witti- 

pnnciples.    But,  adds  Mr.  Slaney,  edu-  oura  clear  space  of  yards  betttecn. 

cation  is  not  confined  to  schools,  and  ,piie^«n.~'"  °^  ^'''''^  ^  *"*'''  '  '^^'^ 

the  filthy  wretched  homes  of  many  of  ^5.  Houses  built  after  the  Act,  witiiout  drains, 

,.,.  ,  ,  ,«.-  «c.,  not  to  be  occupied. 

the  mdlgent  destroy  the  good  effect  of        6.  Ilousewardens  to  be  appointed  by  rate-pay. 

.1      .     ._    ^         -.       •     J      •*!       i.  ers,  vestries,  or  srnnrdiar 8  of  poor,  to  cmcr.'etnwe 

the  instructions  received  without.  provisions. '^-s:sney,  p.  7.  Note. 
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A  drainage  Act,  the  establishment  of  of  unhealthy  arrangement,  we  may 
Boards  of  Health,  and  a  general  Act  dte  Dr.  Duncan's  account  of  the  courts 
to  facilitate  and  enforce  local  improve-  in  Liverpool :  "  Very  few  have  an  en- 
xnents,  are  also  recommended  by  the  trance  wider  than  four  feet,  and  that  is 
committee.  The  expense  of  these  by  an  archway  built  over  it;  the 
ameliorations  will,  of  course, be  objected  width  is  from  nine  to  fifteen  feet  be- 
by  some  economists  ;  but  where  the  tween  the  rows ;  there  is  one  only  six 
results  to  be  attained  are  so  great,  and  feet.  The  backs  of  the  houses  in  one 
comfort  as  well  as  health  are  the  reward  court  are  built  against  the  backs .  of 
of  the  outlay,  we  think  this  objection  houses  in  another  court ;  at  the  further 
light  as  air,  and  scarcely  worth  a  formal  end  there  is  generally  an  ash-pit  he- 
refutation,  tween  two  privies ;  they  are  in  the  most 

Mr.  Slaney,  indeed,  hopes  that  the  abominable  state  of  filth." 
cost  will  be   repaid  by  the  improve-        The  committee  mention  the  injurious 

nient  in  the  character  of  the  people,  custom  of  burying  the  dead  in   the 

and  consequent  saving  of  sums  now  midst  of  populous  cities ;    the  impor- 

iiselessly  or  hurtfully  squandered.    He  tance  of  an  ample  supply  of  water ; 

supposes,  for  example,  that  **  the  outlay  the  necessity  of  public  walks  near  great 

in  drunkenness  and  the  use  of  spirituous  towns;    an  inspection  of  the    lower 

liquors  injurious  to  health  (after  every  lodging-houses  j    and  public  bathing 

allowance  for  reasonable  conviviality)  places. 

is  above  fifteen  millions  per   annum        Practitioners  of  physic  can  hardly  do 

throughout  the  kingdom.  a  greater  service  to  the  community  than 

This  would  be  a  large  fund  to  draw  hy  pressing  these  topics  on  the  atten- 

upon ;    but  we    doubt  whether    Mr,  tion  of  the  opulent.    Those  who  have 

Slaney  has  made  sufficient  allowance  been  accustomed  to  think  of  Glasgow 

for  conviviality,  or  even  for  the  sober  only  as  the  emporium  of  Scotland,  the 

consumption  of  ale  and  beer  in  shop  residence  of  princely  merchants,  must 

and  market,  farai  and  mansion.    He  leara  the  painful  truth  "  that  penury, 

says,  that  according  to  the  returns  to  dirt,  misery,  drunkenness,  disease^  and 

Parliament,  30  millions  of  gallons  of  crime,  culminate  in  Glasgow  to  a  pitch 

spirite  are  annually  consumed,  which  unparalleled  in  Great  Britain  •;"  and 

are  retailed  at  about  10s.  per  gallon,  those  who  speak  of  London  only  as  the 

and  450  miUions  of  gallons  of  ale  and  metropolis  of  the    world,   should  be 

beer,  which  are  valued  at  between  20  taught  to  know,  at  least  by  description, 

and    30    millions   sterling;     so    that  the  topography  of  Bethnal  Green, 

the   two    together    are    worth    about  

£40,000,000 ;   and,  therefore,  he  con-  gANNAL  PROCESS  OF  EMBALMING. 

eiders  *  of  this  as  superfluous.  .  ,  v       *  xv  i.        *  .t. 

AiT      1   11       .  J     11  1.         ax.  a  lahgb  number  of  the  members  of  the 

We  shall  not  dwell  much  on  the  profession,  and  others,  assembled  on 

report  of   the  committee  on  health;  Wednesday  in  the  Theatre  of  Anatomy, 

partly  because  their  recommendations  Little  Windmill  Street,  to  witness  the 

are  touched  upon  in  Mr,  Slaney's  pre-  opening  of  a  body  which  had  been 

,.    .  *^,  J     _*!     V  preserved  for  upwards  of  two  years  by 

Imunary  remarks;  andpartiy,  because  J  ^^^  method  of  embahning,  termed, 

most  of  their  hcta  and  suggestions,  the   Oannal  Process.     The  discovery 

though  new  in  the  salons  dorks  of  the  was  made  fourteen  years  ago  by  M. 

opulent,    are   sufficiently  familiar   to  Manual,  an  eminent  French  chemist 

medical  practitioners.  Yet  as  each  great  He  has  since  that  period  continued  to 
town  seems  to  have  some  special  variety  «  Slaney,  page  46. 
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direct  much  of  his  attention  to  the  sub-  the   abdominal  and  thoracie   cavides 

ject ;  and  the  process,  as  now  improved  laid  open,  the  different  viscera  pre* 

by  Imn,  while  it  is  ready  for  application  sented  a  dark  appearance,  but  seemed 

at  any  time,  and  at  a  moderate  expense,  perfectly    fresh ;    thus    the    intestines 

is  said  to  "preserve  the  body  for  an  were  entire,  and  could  be  separated  with 

unlimited  period  from  incipient  decay,  ease,  while  the  broad  ligament  of  the 

'Without  alteration  in  its  appearance,  liver  was  natural  to  the  feel.    The  state 

or  the  presence  of  the  slightest  efflu-  of  the  muscles  was  inspected  in  various 

via :"  nay,  it  has  tlie  effect  of  arresting  parts  of  the  body,  and  though  thejr 

putrescency  after  it  has  actually  com-  had  generally  speaking  become  dark- 

menced.     Mr.  Gregory  Smith,  before  coloured,  yet  in  some  parts  thev  le- 

proceeding  to  uncover  and  open   it,  tained  their  natural  tinge.    The  bradn 

stated  that  he  had  been  present,  though  too   was    examined.      Here  the  dura 

not  taking  any  actual  part,  at  the  em-  mater  was  at  one  part  dark  and  par- 

balming  of  tne  bodv,  on  the  9th  of  tially  decayed,  and  tne  substance  ofthe 

November,  1838,  by  M.Gannal  himself,  brain  generally  was  softened,  though 

who  visited  this  country  for  that  pur-  the  medulla  oblongata  was  of  natural 

pose.     It  has  since  been  under  Mr.  consistence.     The  softening  might  arise 

Smith's  charge,  and  exposed  to  various  from  the  state  of  the  brain  before  death, 

degrees  oftemperature  at  different  times,  seeing  that  the  man  is  reported  to  have 

The  man  died  on  the  5th  of  the  month,  died  of  epilepsy. 

and  si^s  of  decomposition  had  begun  We  may  observe  that  the  knife  used 

to  manifest  themselves  on  the  abdomen  in  making   the  examination  did  not 

and  lower  part  of  the  neck,  when,  on  seem  to  be  in  the  least  corroded,  as  it 

the  9th,  M.  Gannal  threw  into  the  left  is  apt  to  become  after  cutting  a  body 

carotid,  with  a  common  injection  sy-  preserved  by  the  oxymuriate  of  mer- 

ringe,   a  large  quantity  of  acetate  of  cury. 

alumina.    In  about  half  an  hour  after.  There  were  in  the  theatre,  besides 

the  greenish  appearance  on  the  abdo-  the  body  of  a  child,  various  specimens 

men  neck  and  belly  became  less  evi-  of  animals  preserved  by  this  method, 

dent,  and  w^ithin  tnree  days  was  no  which  had  not  been  protected  against 

longer  observable.    The  subject  now  changes  of  temjjerature,  and  yet  ap- 

presented  a  waxy,  and  rather  full  but  peared  to  be  perfectly  fresh.    Amon^ 

firm  appearance.    In  this  condition  it  these  were  a  dog,  a  cat,  a  rabbit,  ana 

was  left  until  the  14th,  when  every  part  several  birds.     In  all  the  viscera  had 

of  it,  except  the  face  and  hands,  w^as  been  left,  nor  does  M.  Gannal  in  any 

invested  first  with  a  covering  of  linen,  case  deem  it  necessary,  before  using  the 

then  a  coating  of  lead,  and  over  that  injection,  even  'to  clear  out  from  the 

was  put  a  thick  envelopment  of  ban-  intestines  any  fsculent  matter  w^hich 

dages,  not  less  than  200  yards  alto-  may  be  present  in  them, 

getner  having  been  used  by  M.  Gannal  In  1835  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of 

for  this  purpose.  Paris,  and  in  1837  the  Academy  of 

Between  the  folds  of  bandage  were  Medicine,  having  fully  investigated  the 

sprinkled  sqpe  aromatics,  and  no  other  subject!  expressed  in  strong  terms  their 

odour  than  that  which  they  emitted  sense  of  the  value  and  importance  of 

was  perceptible  during  the  examina-  the  discovery.    So  also  did  the  mem- 

tion.    Over  the  face  and  hands,  which  bers  of  the  Institute  ;  and  the  process 

were  left  uncovered  by  the  bandages,  is  now  adopted  in  many  of  the  greatest 

was  a  thin  coating  of  wax.  anatomical  schools  in  France,  oesides 

When  these  coverings  had  been  sue-  being  much  used  by  private  individuals 

cessively  removed,  the  body  presented  for  embalming  persons  deceased.    It 

generally   the    waxy  appearance    de-  has  been  suggested  that  Uie  discovery 

scribed  above,  and  had  rather  a  dark  might  be  advEuitageously  employed  in 

tin^e ;    but  the  arms,  one  especially,  cases  of  adventitious  death — and  one 

which  had  become  partially  dry,  were  case  is  already  on  record  where  it  had 

nearly  black,  as  were  also  both  feet,  led  to  the  detection  of  a  murder, 

and  part  ofthe  right  leg,  where  a  sore  M.  Gannal  has  obtained  a  piUent  in 

had  existed  at  the  time  of  death.  France,  and   Mr.    George   Smith,   of 

The  abdominal  muscles  were  now  John  Street,  Oxford  Street,  has  taken 

divided,  and  they  seemed  to  be  easily  out  an  English  patent  for  the  iuven- 

cut.    These  having  been  reverted,  and  tion. 
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i                          PRESENTATION  OP  PLATE  TO  ^7  ^^-  Knox,  in  1836,  which  are  moreac- 

*                                            DR    FORfiES  curate  than  the  compilations  which  have 

i                                                  *                  '  since  appeared. 

X>R.  Forbes  is  known  to  our  readeirs  fts  Mr.  Gulliver  then  adduces  many  reasons 

"   the  translator  of  Laennec,  and  the  able  drawn  from  the  structure,  composition,  and 

editor  of  a  Quarterly  Review.     At  Chi-  situation  of  the  ovie  corpuscles,  to  induce 

Chester  he  has  merited  the  additional  the  belief  that  they  are  in  fact  the  ova  of 

.  fame  of  a  skilful  physician,  and  a  good  ^^  ento«oon.    They  are  said  to  occupy  the  •► 

fellow-citizen,  °^^  ^^  ^'^^  ^^y  *^^  ^^^  worm,  while  the 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  December,  *»l«Mer-likc  part  or  candal  vesicle  is  desti- 

Ba  we  learn  from  the  Brighton  Herald,  ^^  «^  ^"i',^^  throughout  pervaded  by 

a   farewell   dinner  was  liven  to  Dr  "Pbenilwmfinitely  more  minute  m  size,  «^ 

Forbes,  at  the  Dolphin  h|^^  ^At'T'^r^^^'l^^':^^  T^l 

•  1^^   r^   P^^^^   *""    ^h  y*^"^^^  careous  shell,    while  the    spherules  of  the 

nearly   £300  was  presented  to    him.  ^^sicle  are  not  affected  hy  acids. 

The  chair  was  filled  by  A\  lUiam  Charles  i^  .  description  of  the  configuration  and 

Newland,  Esq.,  supported  by  Admiral  arrangement  of   the  booklets,   the  author 

Thompson,  and  about  sixty  other  gen-  shews  that  the  two  sets,  though  alike  in  form, 

tlemen.      After  the  Chairman  had  pre-  are  quite  distinct  in  size,  and  arranged  alter- 

fiented  the  plate  on  behalf  of  himself  nately :  and  that  each  claw  has  a  blunt  late- 

and  the  other  subscribers.  Dr.  Forbes  ral  process,  which  may  be  mistaken  ibr  a 

thanked  him  for  this   mark  of  their  distinct  body  or  ovum ;    and  he  remarks 

esteem  in  a  very  agreeable  and  manly  incidentally  that,  although  Rudolphi  appre> 

strain.     He  neither  assumed  to  himself  «*ted  the  importance  of  the  tentacles  in  tiie 

all  the  praise  implied  in  so  distinguish-  arrangement  of  some  of  the  entozoa,  an  ac- 

ed  a  gift,  nor  did  he  wholly  reject  it ;  ^^f**®  account  of  the  structure  and  disposi- 

hut  was  rather  inspired  by  the  genial  ^J*^"*  ^J  ****^  P**^  ^*»  ^r?^  ^>»  P^«n» 

consciousness  that  so  great  a  chorus  of  though  necessary  to  a  discnmmationof  many 

approbation  could  not  be  founded  upon  «?;*™  ""^  T^^  °^  ,^,  "^t^'^^  ^^'f^!!' 

*J^                                                           ^  which  have  not  yet  been  clearly  characterized. 

rpi*       ,   .                          A  J  «  •     *     i.'  The  memoir  is  illustrated  by  several  draw- 

The  plate  was  presented      m  testi-  ^    ^^^^  I,     Mr.  Lidddl,  exhibiting 

mony  of  his  character,  and  m  eratitude  the  struture  of  the  ova,  as  well  as  that  of  the 

for  his  zealous  and  indefatigable  exer-  tentacles,— body,  caudal  vesicle,  and  cyst  of 

tions  m  behalf  of  the  Chichester  Innr-  the  parasites. 
mary." 

. — ... . Obtervationt  on  Chorea,    By  John  Wbb- 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRUR-  '"T"*'  M-^-  Consulting  Physician  to  the 

GICAL  SOCIETY  ^'  George's  and  St.  James's  Dispensary. 

Dec.  8, 1840.  St.  Titus's  dance  was  little  known  to  the 

Sir  B.  C.  Brodib,  Bart.,  in  the  Chair.  "icients,    although    Pliny  and  Galen  are 

thought  to  have  alluded  to  it ;  and  it  is  stiU 

doubtftil  if  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  so 

On  the  Structure  qf  the  Bntozoa  hetonging  extensively  in  Germany  in  the  14th  century 

to  the  Oentu  CyHieereue.     By  Gsorob  was  chorea,  or  the  disease  caUed  Raphama. 

Gulliver,  P.R.S.  F.Z.S.  Assistant  Sur-  The  most  accurate  description  of  St.  Vitus's 

geon  to  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  dance  Is  that  given  by  Sydenham  and  Dr. 

Guards.    Communicated  by  Dr.  Clendin-  Hamilton.     This  complaint  prevails  among 

^'^*  the  poor,  the  badly  fed  and  manufacturing 

Aftbr  observing  the  great  importance  of  town  population  of   England ;    the  higher 

the  cystworm  as  one  of  the  very  few  para*  and  middle  ranks  being  comparatively  more 

sites  that  infest  the  muscular  fibre  of  man  free  from  its  attacks.     Giris  are  more  sub- 

as  well  as  that  of  «nitniiU  used  by  him  as  ject  to  it  than  boys,  and  of  21  cases  treated 

food,  the  author  refers  to  a  notice  which  he  by  Dr.  Webster  16  were  in  females,  and  but 

gave  to  the  Zoological  Society  in  March  last,  5  in  boys,  or  neariy  3  to  1 . 

"  On  certain  oval  corpuscles  obtained  from  Even  when  fatal,  a  much  larger  propor- 

the  cysticercus ;"  adding  that  the  object  of  tion  of  girls  become  victims  to  chorea  than 

the  present  memoir  is  to  ezpbdn  the  nature,  boys,  as  proved  by  the  valuable  report  of  the 

situation,  and  extent  of  these  bodies,  and  to  Registrar-General  for   1840,   which  states 

give  some  illustrations  of  other  points  in  the  that  20  females  died  of  the  disease,  and  only 

anatomy  of  the  worm,  which  he  believes  have  4  boys,  or  5  to  1,  being  the  highest  average 

hitherto  either  been  imperfectly  elucidated  in  regard  to  the  two  sexes  which  the  report 

or  altogether  neglected,  since  nothing  has  contains.     A  very  large  number  of  the  fatal 

yet  been  added  to  tiie  observations  published  cases  oocurrod  in  the  central  and  mannfec- 
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turing  dfst  icts  of  England,  inclading  the  oonnter-irritation  to  the  r^ion  of  the. 

metropolis,  and  very  few  deaths  in  the  more  bellom.     Since  that  time  Dr.  W.  had  ooa- 

agricultural  parts,  whilst  the  northern  coun-  stantly  treated    chorea   on  the  principles 

ties,  the  purely  agricultural  and  maritime  dis-  founded  on  the  opinion  he  had  been  thus  led 

tricts,  exhibited  not  a  single  fatal  casualty,  to   form,  and  with  pretty  constantly  suc- 

excepting  one  at  Lancashire.     The  symptoms  cessful  results. 

of  chorea  are  so  well  known  that  no  descrip-         Dr.   Wiebster  was    aware    that   various 

tion  of  them  was  considered  necessary  by  authors  had  ascribed  different  parts  of  the 

the  author ;    and  the  treatment  he  found  nervous  system,  as  the  essential  seats  of  tbo 

most  successful  consisted  in  active  purging  disease,  marked  by  the  convulsions  of  chores, 

by 'aloes,  jalap,  and  similar  remedies,  vary-  He  regretted  that  he  had  not  been  able    to 

ing  them  according  to  circumstances ;  next  perform  any  inspections  of  those  who  had 

the  administration  of  tonics,  such  as  Peru-  died  of  the  disease,  and  was,  therefore,  not 

vian  bark,   ammonia,  and  camphor ;    and  in  a  position  to  form  a  decided  opinion, 
lastly  the  proper  regulation  of  the  ingesta.        Dr.  Addison  having  asked  what  Dr.  Wilks 

which  was  always  fotmd  of  the  greatest  im-  considered  to  be  the  exact  nature  of  tibe 

portance,  for  if  that  point  was  neglected  affection  of  the  cerebellnm,  which  gave  rise 

more  purging  was  required,  and  the  case  to  chorea,  Dr.  W.  said  "  it  might  be  an 

thereby  protracted.     When  the  head  ap-  affection  marked  by  no  palpable  leaion ;  be 

peared  affected,  leeches  and  blisters  were  believed,  also,  many  different  affections  of 

usefiil ;  and  if  the  uterine  action  also  became  the  cerebellum  might  give  rise  to  chorea,  in 

implicated  in  the  disease^  then  leeches  and  the  same  manner  as  Dr.  Abercrombie  had 

blisters  to  the  loins,  with  the  hip-bath,  and  shown  that  there  were  many  different  morbid 

that  added  to  the  purgative  remedies,  .were  conditions  of  the  brain  which  were  marked 

found  to  be  of  essential  service.     Of  the  21  by  the  same  symptoms ;  as  for  example  in. 

cases  treated  by  Dr.  Webster,  only  1  proved  apoplexy,  in  which  it  was  often  observed 

to  be  fatal ;  but  as  in  this  instance  the  pa-  that  the  same  symptoms  occurred  in  cases 

tient  died  of  a  fever  which  supervened  to  the  where  blood  was  effused,  in  others  where 

St.  Vitus's  dance,  and  as  the  body  besides  serum  only  was  effused,  and  in  others  where 

was  not  examined,  the  author,  fr  m  personal  no  effusion  at  all  had  taken  place.     In  the 

observation,  could  not  bring  forward  any  case  to  which  he  had  particularly  alluded, 

new  fact  regard!  ig  the  etiology  of  chorea,  and  which  occurred  after  a  fall,   Dr.  W. 

although  he  expressed  his  opinion  to  coin-  imagined  that  a  condition  of  inflammation  of 

cide  with  those  authors  who  consider  the  the  cerebellum  must  have  existed, 
spinal  cord  and  its  membranes  to  be  the  pri-        Dr.  Addison  then  said  that  the  idea  of  the 

mary  seat  of  this  singulartlisease.  cerebellum  being  the  essential  seat  of  the 

disease   in  chorea  seemed  to  him  entirely 

No  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  Mr.  disproved  by  the   fact  that  in  the  cases 

Gulliver's  paper.  which  proved  fatal    that  organ  was    not 

At  the  conclusion  of  that  by  Dr.  Webster,  found    appreciably  altered,   while    in    the 

Dr.  Wilks  said  that  he  had  been  led,  by  cases  where  the  cerebellum  was  actually  dis- 

considerations  founded  on  both  physiology  eased,  no  choreal  symptoms  occurred.     He 

and  pathology,  to  the  conclusion,  that  chorea  had  never  seen  a  case  of  fatal  chorea  in 

depended  essentially  on  an  affection  of  the  which  the  cerebellum  appeared  diseased ; 

cerebellum.     In  support  of  this,  he  alluded  hut  he  had  seen  many  where  from  disease 

to  the  experiments  of  M.  Magendie,  which  of  the  internal  ear,  or  from  other  drcnm- 

showcd  that  certain  iz^uries  of  the  cerebel-  stances,  acute  inflammation  had  occurred  in 

lum,  in  animals,  were  followed  by  a  loss  of  and  about  the  cerebellum,  leading  to  thick- 

the  directing  power  naturally  possessed  by  ening  of  its  membranes,  effusion  of  albumi- 

the  will  over  the  voluntary  muscles  ;  and,  in  nous  matter,  and  even  suppuration,  and  the 

particular,  to  an  experiment  by  that  physio-  formation  of  abscess — in  which,  in  short,  every 

legist,  which  he  had  himself  seen  him  acci-  circumstance  that  could  produce  irritation  of 

dentally  perform,  in  which  one  of  the  crura  the  cerebellum  had  existed — and  yet  in  none 

cerebelli  being  divided  the  rabbit  imme-  of  these  had  any  chorea  occurred.  He  mi^t 

diately  lost  all  voluntary  influence  over  its  apply  the  same  observations  with  regard  to 

muscles,  and  began  to  rotate  its  body.    He  the  spinal  cord,  which  was  assumed  to  be 

observed  also  that  some  cases  of  chorea  the  seat  of  the  disease.     He  had  had  the 

which  he  had  seen  appeared  highly  favour-  misfortune  to  be  able  to  examine  seversl 

able  to  this  view.    In  one  that  had  occurred  cases  of  chorea  that  had  terminated  fatally  in 

at  St.  George's  Hospital,  a  girl  had  been  his  own  and  his  colleague's  practice ;  but, 

attacked  with  chorea  soon  after  having  fidlen  after  the  most  careful  investigation,  the  only 

on  the  back  of  her  head ;  all  the  usual  thing  that  was  found  remarkable  was,  the 

remedies  were  employed  without  success;  total  absence  of  any  appreciable  lesion  in  the 

but  the  disease  was  idtimately  removed  by  nervous  centres.     On  the  other  hand,  cases 

the  xepeated    application    of  leeches  and  constantly  occurred    in  which   the  spinal 
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eotd    wu    importantly]  diteaaed,    but    in  the  cortical  aubatance  of  the  brain  waa  in 

which  no  chorea  exiated  ;  and  he  believed  he  a  peculiar  atate,  and  quite,  red  by  the  torgi- 

might  appeal  to  the  experience  of  aurgeona,  dity  of  ita  veasela,  and  no  other  apparent 

that  injuriea  of  the  apinal  cord  are  aeldom  disease  existed ;  in  a  third,  the  chorea  waa 

or  ever  followed  by  symptoms  of  this  kind,  consequent  on  a  prick  of  the  finger ;  yet  it 

He  believed  it  would  be  found  that  in  this  was  not  probable  that  the  part   evidently 

diaeaae,  and  all  those  related  to  it,  which  are  diseased,  in  either  of  these  cases,  was  the 

marked  by  sposmodic  action  of  the  muscles,  constant  seat  of  the  disease  in  chorea.    He 

the  aeat  of  disease,  whether  such  as  to  pro-  thought,  also,  it  was  erroneous  to  speak  of 

dace  appreciable  lesion  or  not,  was  not  so  the  motions  in  chorea  as  involuntary ;  they 

much  in  the  medullary  matter  of  the  cord  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  results  only  of 

aa  in  its  membranes.      So  convinced  was  be  vnrongly-directed  will ;   the  motions  often 

of  this,  that  it  had  become  with  him  a  matter  commenced  with  such  aa  were  evidently  vo- 

of  diagnosis,  and,  whenever  he  saw  a  case  luntary,  as  picking  the  lipa  or  fingers,  and 

presenting,  with  other  signs  of  disease  within  those  gradiudly  increased  to  real  choreal 

the  Tcrtebral  column,  convulsive  action  of  movements.     It  was  the  same  with  hyateri- 

the  moscles,  he  at  once  considered  the  affec-  cal  affections  of  the  muscles ;  in  these  caaea 

tion  to  be  seated  in  the  membranes  of  the  the  patient  evidently  willed  the  movementa, 

(Mird,  and  not  in  its  substance ;  whereas,  if  but  willed  them  at  the  wrong  timea,  her  mind 

there  existed  paralysis  of  the  muscles,  he  not  having  sufficient  control  over  her  will  to 

always  conceived  the  nervous  substance,  and  guide  it  aright ;  and  so,  in  hysterical  paraly- 

not   the  membranes,  to  be  diseased.     He  sis,  the  power  of  the  muscles  waa  not  lost, 

thought  attention  had  been  given  too  exclu-  but  the  wiU  waa  not  rightly  exerted  over 

aively   to    the  nervoua  substance :   to  the  them,  and  the  patient  waa  paralytic  rather 

neglect  of  the  remarkable  structure  of  the  because  she  would  not,  than  because  she 

pia  mater,  and  the  other  membranes  which  could  not  move. 

coald  not  but  exercise  an  important  influ-        In  illustration  of  the  occasionally  local 

ence  in  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  origin  of  chorea.  Dr.  Kingston  related  a  case, 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  of  Dr.  Ad-  in  which,   after  injury  of  the  elbow  in  a 

dison  respecting  the  influence  of  diseases  of  young  girl,  a  violent  and  long-continued, 

the  membranes,  Mr.  Davis  related  two  cases,  constant,  involuntary  motion,  had  exiated  in 

one  of  choreal  affection,  the  other  of  epi-  the  arm. 

lepay,  both  of  which  had  occurred  in  conse-        The  discussion,  which  waa    throughout 

quence  of  local  injury  of  the  head,  and  both  carried  on  with  unusual  vivacity,  was  conti- 

of  which  had  been  benefited  only  by  the  nued  till  beyond  the  usual  time  of  adjourn- 

application  of  remediea  to  the  part  injured, —  ment. 

meana  which  had  produced  complete  cure  in  

both. 
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among  the  poor  of  towns,  by  the  fact  that 

in  the  Manchester  Infirmary   there  were  third  mbbtino. 

Kidom    1...    thin  from  twenty  to  thirty  j,^  y  „^  ^ 

patients  suffering  from  thia  diaease.      He 

wished  to  state  liLclaims  to  the  original  idea  

of  this  affection  being  dependent  on  the  Ma.   Long  related  the  following  case   of 

apinal  cord ;  as  early  as  1832  he  had  pub-  tubercle  in  the  cerebellum : — 
liahed  his  belief  that  it  was  the  result  of        Whilst  attending  a  lady,  in  February  last, 

irritation,  caused  by  disorder  of  the  digestive  I  waa  requested  to  see  a  servant  who  waa 

system,  and  propagated  through  the  gang-  Buffering    from    sick  headache  ;     ahe  had 

lionic  and  vagus  nerves  to  the  spinal  cord,  nauaea,  and  occasi<Hial  slight  vomiting ;  her 

from  which  it  waa  again  reflected  to  the  bowels  were  constipated,  aSad  tongue  slightly 

nervesof  the  voluntary  muscles.     It  was  not  furred;   a  disagreeable  bitter  taste  in  the 

till  the  following  year  that  the  aame  idea  waa  mouth ;  pain  in  the  occipital  region  extending 

brought  before  the  Society  by  others.  to  the  vertex,  and  a  perfectly  quiet  pulse. 

The  President  said  his  observations  had        I   ordered  an  i^erient,  which  evacuated 

not  led  him  to  believe  that  chorea  had  any  the  bowels  freely,  and  then  directed  amall 

particular  locality  in  the  nervous  system.  In  doses  of  blue  piU  to  be  taken  at  bed-time, 

one  case  that  had  terminated  fiitally,  he  had  and  a  mild  aperient  each  morning.     In  a 

found  a  cyst  as  laige  aa  a  hazel-nut  attached  few  days  the  tongue  became  perfectly  dean 

to  the  pineal  gland ;  yet  he  should  be  fer  and  moist ;  the  disagreeable  taate  had  disap- 

from  thinkiag  that  that  part  was  the  seat  of  peered  ;    but  the  vomiting  and    headache 

disease  in  chorea,  though,  in  thia  case,  its  persisted,  having  still  the  characters  of  that 

affection    vras,    undoubtedly,    the   ori^^Lnal  form  of  headache  usually  denominated 

cause  of  the  symptoms.     In  another  case,  headache. 
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I  ordered  her  tobed»  with  the  intention  of  Towards  tiie  end  of  March  she  went  Into 
examining  her  more  carefully.  I  found  the  the  oountrj,  and  consulted  a  practitiancr 
abdomen  quite  soft,  without  the  slightest  there,  who  was  of  opinion  that  all  Jber 
degree  of  tenderness  in  the  epigastric  region,  ailments  resulted  from  a  "  change  of  life," 
or  elsewhere.  I  then  inquired  into  the  and  that  the  leeches  and  blisters  had  been 
state  of  the  uterine  system:  her  age  was  injurious.  He  recommended  some  inedi^ 
forty ;  the  catamenia  were  r^^ular  as  to  cines,  which  she  took ;  the  effect,  bowrvcTy 
time,  and  healthy  in  quantity  and  quality,  not  bearing  out  the  opinion  she  had  received. 
She  informed  me  that  for  upwards  of  a  dozen  but  her  headache  and  Tomiting  ncareingp 
years  she  had,  at  intenrids,  suffered  from  she  returned  to  liTerpool,  and  I  was  re- 
attacks  similar  to  that  which  she  now  experi-  quested  to  see  her  in  oonsultatioii  witii  a 
enced,  and  that  at  times  the  pain  in  her  head  "physician  of  this  town.  I  found  her  mncb 
was  so  severe  as  to  confine  her  to  bed ;  that  worse.  The  headache  and  vomiting  f^re  as 
these  attacks  frequently  came  on  at  the  bad  as  at  first,  with  occasional  hiccup,  and 
menstrual  period,  but,  if  they  occurred  now  and  then  slight  difficulty  of  deglutition, 
prior  to  it,  were  always  aggravated  by  it ;  In  attempting  to  walk  she  staggered  like  a 
that  at  first  they  were  easily  removed  by  a  drunken  person,  and  supported  hers^  by 
brisk  aperient,  but  had  progressively  become  holding  a  chair,  or  placing  one  hand  againat 
more  obstinate ;  and  that  the  attack  under  the  wall.  In  sitting  down  she  was  some 
which  she  was  then  labouring  had  existed  a  time  befbre  she  could  steady  herself.  At 
fortnight  before  I  saw  her.  times  partial  convulsive  movements  occorred. 

She  described  the  headaches  as  oommenc-  These  were  peculiar  ;    ^e  muscles  at   tbe 

ing  usually  during  the  night,  or  towards  back  of  the  neck  first  became  rigid,  the  heed 

morning,  imd  when  very  severe  being  always  being  drawn  backwards,  and  then  twisted  to 

attended  with  vomiting,  which  occurred  most  the  right  side,  and  then  convulsive  movements 

frequently  after  eating,  but  frequently  with-  of  the  muscles  of  the  fisce  on  the  same  aide 

out  any  assignable  cause ;  in  fact,  it  was  the  commenced.    These  convulsive  movements 

obstinacy  of  the  vomiting  which  drew  my  were  sometimes  accompanied  by  a  tremor  of 

attention  more  particularly  to  the  case ;  for  the  whole  body,   llie  menstrual  secretion  was 

medicines  and  treatment   directed  by  this  still  regular  and  healthy  ;  the  tongue  quite 

particular  symptom  were  of  no  use  whatever,  clean,   but  tremulous;    the  bowels  easily 

Taking  into  account  the  healthiness  of  the  moved  by  medicine ;  the  pulse  slow,  but 
uterine  fiinctions,  the  quietness  of  the  pulse,  otherwise  natural  $  the  temperature  of  the 
the  natural  state  of  the  tongue,  the  freedom  body  below  the  natural  standard, 
from  pain  or  tenderness  in  the  epigastric  llie  plan  of  treatment  adopted  included 
region,  and  the  persistence  c»f  the  vomiting  slight  irritation  of  the  nape  of  the  neck  by 
and  periodical  headache,  I  felt  little  doubt  means  of  lunar  caustic,  and  she  continued 
but  that  these  phienomena  owed  their  origin  under  our  care  until  the  middle  of  May, 
to  the  cerebro-spinal  system  ;  in  effect,  on  the  convulsive  twitchings  increasing  in 
making  pressure  between  the  occiput  and  severity,  the  headache,  unsteadiness  in  walk- 
atlas  she  experienced  an  acute  pain  extending  ing,  and  vomiting  persisting.  It  is  worthy 
from  this  region  to  the  vertex,  and  imme-  of  remark  that  the  convulsive  twitchings  and 
diately  vomited.  accompanying  phenomena  had  for  the  last 

I   directed  leeches  to  be  applied  below  week  or  two  assumed  an  intermittent  cha- 

the  occiput ;   they  produced  marked  relief,  meter,  so  that  she  had  what  she  called  a 

I   repeated  them,    and  the    headache  and  good  day  and  a  bad  day  ;  the  good  day  was 

vomiting  ceased ;   she  slept  soundly  during  only  so,  however,  when  compared  with  her 

the  night,  which  she  had  not  done  for  weeks  bad  day.      This  always  commenced  with 

before,  and  was  able  to  go  about  the  house  headache  daring  the  night,  then  vomiting, 

as  usual.    At  this  period  I  did  not  remark  then  convuLdve  twitchings  of  the  neck  and 

any  peculiarity  in  her  gait,  except  that  she  right  side  of  the  face,  and  then  a  tremor  of 

moved  about  cautiously,  as  if  afraid  of  shak-  the  whole  body.     During  her  bad  day  she 

ing  her  head.  was  confined  to  bed  ;   during  her  good  day 

In  a  few  days  the  symptoms  began  to  re-  she  sat  up  or  walked  about  in  the  unsteady 

turn.     I  directed  a  blister  to  be  applied  to  manner  I   have  described.     She  was  once 

the  same  region.     This  checked  them   at  seen  by  one  of  the  family,  when  attempting 

once ;  she  improved,  was  able  to  go  out,  and  to  walk  in  the  garden,  to  roll  completely 

stated  that  although  she  did  not  feel  quite  over.     Her  sister  also  informed  me,  and 
well,  yet  that  she  was  in  her  usual  state  of    was  corroborated  in  her  statement  by  her 

health.     In  this  state  she  continued,  and  at  fellow-servants,  that  she  had   frequently  a 

my  urgent  solicitation    applied   a    second  tendency  to  fall  forwards,  and  would  have 

blister,   but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  done  so  had  not  she  or  they  caught  her. 

(being  relieved  from  her  distressing  symp-  She  went  to  reside  with  her  sister  in  town 

toms)  to  persist  in  the  treatment  I  had  laid  from  this  period  until  the  eveningef  the  28th 

down  for  her.  May  (about  f  week).     I  heard  nothing  of 
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her.     On  tbe  evening^  in  question  I  was  sent  the  mnsclies  of  the  neck,  with  conmlsiTe 

for,  and  found  her  seated  in  a  chair,  dead,  twitchings  drawing  the  head   to  the  right 

She  appeared  to  be  asleep,  so  that  I  had  side ;  twitchings  of  the  muscles  of  the  right 

some  difficulty  in  persuading  herfnends  that  side  of  tbe  fiio?,  extending  subsequently  to 

she  was  actually  dead.     Her  sister  informed  both  arms ;    want  of  command  over    the 

me  that  daring  the  preceding  week  she  had  lowcar  limbs,  with  tendency  to  fall  forwards. 
been  rather  worse  than  usual ;  that  the  con-        Lesions  found  after  death :  tubercle  in  the 

vnlsive  twitchings  had  extended  to  both  arms,  inferior  vermiform  process  of  the  cerebellum» 

both   being  equally  affected ;   that,  on  the  extending  into  the  right  lobe ;  softening  of 

morning  of  the  day  on  which  she  died,  she  the     cerebellum,    particularly    around    the 

felt  better  than  usual,  but  expressed  a  strong  tubercle ;  injection  of  the  pia  mater  investing 

conviction  that  she  should  not  recover.     In  the  cerebellum  ;  softening  of  the  right  resti- 

the  evening  her  headache  commenced,  the  form  body  ;  fluid  in  the  lateral  ventricles  of 

conTulsive  twitchings  succeeded,  she  com-  the  brain. 

plained  of  sickness,  a  basin  was  held  before         1.  The  points  worthy  of  notice  are  the 

her,  she  opened  her  month  as  if  to  vomit,  rarity  of  tubercles  of  the  cerebellum.     Thus 

and  expired.     She  had  passed  her  usual  ca^  Louis  and  W.  Lombard  found  tubercles  in 

tamenial  period  eight  days.  this  organ  twice  only  in    450  tubercular 

I  examined  the  body  eighteen  hours  after  adults, 
death,   and  was  assisted  by  Mr.  ,  Ellison.         2.  The  length  of  time  these  productions 

There  were  no  external  signs  of  scrofula,  may  exist  without  giving  rise  to  serious 

Nothing  unusual  was  found  in  the  mem-  symptoms :   a  case  is   mentioned    by  Dr. 

branes  of  the  brain,  or  in  its  substance.     A  Abercrombie  in  which  a  tubercle  of  the 

considerable  quantity    of   colourless    fluid  cerebellum  evidentiy  dated   its  commence- 

escaped   from    the  lateral  ventricles  ;    the  ment  at  least  five  years  prior  to  death, 
arachnoid     investment     of    both    choroid        3.  The  intermittent  phenomena  caused  or 

plexuses    was    considerably    distended    by  induced  by  a  permanent  change  of  structure, 

fluid  underneath,  presenting  a  hydatid-like  or  new  production,  depending  probably  upon 

appearance.     The  pia  mater  investing  the  the  intennittence  of  tbe  lesions  which  exist 

cerebellom  was  much  more  minutely  injected  around  it ;  and,  consequently,  the  existence 

than  conld  be  accounted  for  by  the  effects  of  of  a  new  production  may  give  rise  to  no 

mere  gravitation,   particularly  as    the    pift  phenomena,    sd    long  as  the    surrounding 

mater  investing  the  posterior  lobes  of  the  'tissues  are  unaffected  by  it,  and  remain  in  a 

brain  was  not  similarly  injected.     The  ex-  state  of  integrity. 

temal  configuration  of  the  cerebellum  was        4.  The  non-appearance  of  the  menstrual 

natural.     Its  whole  substance  and  surface  discharge  at  its  usual  period — eight  days 

were  rather  softer  than  usual.    The  inferior  prior  to  death  ;  the  aggravation  and  exten- 

vermiform  process  was  occupied  by  a  tuber-  sion  of  the  symptoms  during  this  period ; 

cle  the  size  of  a  common  marble,  of  a  some-  the  existence  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 

what  irregular  figure,   extending  about   a  serum  in  the  lateral  ventricles :   though  a 

quarter  of  an  inch  into  the  right  lobe.     The  question  may  arise  whether  death  was  caused 

nervous  tissue  immediately  surrounding  it  by  the  vessels  relieving  themselves  by  this 

was  softer  than  the  rest  of  the  cerebellum,  effusion,  or  whether  it  was  produced  by 

The  superior  surface  of  the  right  restiform  syncope. 

body,  just  where  it  plunges  into  the  cere-  5.  The  softening  of  the  right  restiform 
helium,  was  much  softer  tiban  the  left.  The  body,  and  the  remark  of  Rolando,  "  That 
medulla  oblongata,  the  pons  varolii,  and  injury  of  one  of  the  restiform  bodies  pro- 
the  nerves,  arising  from  them  were  perfectly  duced  convulsions,  with  curving  of  the  body 
healthy.  We  were  not  permitted  to  examine  of  the  animal  to  the  injured  side;"  there 
into  the  state  of  the  spinal  cord,  or  any  other  being  in  this  particular  a  coinddenoe. 
part  of  the  body.  The  tubercle  was  hard,  .  6.  The  want  of  accordance  between  the 
end  when  cut  into  presented  granules  of  case  I  have  related  and  the  case  related  by 
concrete  pus,  and  appeared  to  me-to  be  con-  Mr.  Serres,  which  induced  him  to  place  the 
tained  in  a  fine  cyst.  seat  of  sexual  impulse  in  the  middle  portion 
Stimmary  (tf  the  jym/ifomt.— Senses  un-  of  the  cerebellum  (on  this  point  I  was  parti- 
effected  ;  intdlectual  faculties  entire,  except  cnlarly  anxious,*  and  purposely  delayed  its 
that  the  memory  seemed  at  times  impaired ;  consideration  for  this  place).  Eighteen  years 
catamenia  regular,  and  no  derangement  of  ago  she  had  a  son,  who  is  now  alive ;  since 
Mxual  functions  ;  periodical  headache  ex-  that  period  she  has  had  no  intimate  male 
tending  from  the  occiput  to  the  vertex,  of  acquaintance,  althoifgh  she  has  not  shunned 
twelve  years'  standing.  their  society ;  and  during  the  whole  of  my 
Pain  on  pressing  the  occipital  region ;  attendance  I  did  not  perceive  the  least  symp- 
vomiting  without  epigastric  tenderness ;  tom  of  any  amorous  propensity,  and  her 
dean  but  tremulous  tongue  ;  occasionally  sister  assured  me  that  since  her  mishap  she 
slight  difficulty  of  deglutition ;    rigidity-  of  is  certain  she  had  none. 
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I  may  mendoQ  here  that  Mr.  Montaidthaa  other  times  became  mora  general,  and  dhnoat 
related  a  case  of  a  tubercle  an  inch  In  size  all  the  mnsdes  of  the  body  were  affected : 
occupying  the  whole  vertical  thickness  of  the  they  augmented  in  frequency  and  intensity^ 
middle  portion  of  the  cerebellum.     The  in-  extended  to  the  respiratory  mnsdea,  and  the 
dividual  was  paraplegic,    and  addicted   to  patient  died  in  a  sort  of  asphyxia.     An  en- 
women  ;   but  in  this  case  there  existed  other  cysted  abscess,  the  size  of  a  puUet'a  egg, 
disease  of  the  brain,  and  the  lumbar  verte-  existed  in  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebellmn. 
bre   were  diseased;    whereas  M.  Gruerard  The  second  by  M.   Recamier.      Frequent 
mentions  a  case  where  a  tubercle  an  inch  convulsive  movements  existed,  commencing 
and  a  half  in  size  existed  at  the  upper  surfiace  always  in  the  muscles  of  the  neck.     In  these 
of  the  cerebellum,  and  in  the  middle  line :  attacks  all  the  body  was  agitated»  and  the 
the  substance  of  the  cerebellum  around  the  head  drawn  backwards.  An  encysted  ahwceas, 
tubercle  to  the  extent    of   two  lines  was  the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg,  existed  in  the  left 
softened ;  the  spinal  cord  was  sound.     This  lobe  of  the  cerebellum, 
individual  was  weak,  particularly  in  his  lower        With  respect  to  the  headache,  it  is  re- 
limbs,  and  staggered  in  walking.  It  is  added  marked  by  Andral  that  it  was  generally 
it  would  be  impossible  to  say  Suit  there  was  seated  in  the  occipital  region ;   was  mostly 
any  marked  symptom  referring  to  the  genital  intense,   and  in  several  cases  assumed    a 
organs.     The  case  rather  seems  to  favour  periodical  or  intermittent  character ;    and 
the    opinion    of  M.  Magendie,  who,  it  is  that  when  vomiting  occurred  it  was  in  all 
stated  in  the  Journal  Hebdomadaire,  ascer-  sympathetic,  and  one  of  the  predominant 
tained,  by  direct  experiment,  that  vdien  an  symptoms,  not  occurring  as  a  simple  corn- 
injury  was  inflicted  upon  the  middle  portion  plication,  but  being  certainly  connected  with 
of  the  cerebellum  the  animal  remained  un-  the  disease  of  the  cerebellum, 
decided  in  its  movements ;  or  considering        Dr.  Abercrombie   remarks,  that   where 
the  cerebellum  as  a  whole,  without  reference  periodical    headaches    and    paroxysms    of 
to  its  middle  portion,  it  seems  to  favour  the  vomiting  occur  in  indurations  of  thenervoos 
opinion  of  M.  Flourens  and  M.  Bonillaud,  centres,  the  prominent  morbid  appearances 
that  in  it  resides  the  faculty  of  combination  are  found  in  the  cerebellum,  and  that  the 
of  the  movements ;  and  coincides  with  the  uneasiness  in  the  head  is  more  permanent 
cases  related  by  Lallemand,  Gall,  and  Guerard,  and  fixed  than  we  should  expect  to  find  in  a 
the  individual  staggering  in  walking,  and  dyspeptic  case,   and  the  uneasiness  is  in- 
having  a  tendency  to  fall  forwards.  creased  by  causes  which  would  probably  be 

7.  The  accordance  of  the  symptoms  in  the  beneficial  in   dyspeptic  headache ;   such  ss 

case  I  have  related  with  the  cases  of  disease  activity  and  cheerful  company, 
of  the  cerebellum  related  by  Andral,  these        He  also  notices  that  in  cases  of  paraplegia 

being  thirty-six  cases  of  diaease  of  various  tumors  and  indurations  often  exist  in  &e 

kinds,  and  of  variable  extent,  and  eleven  cerebellum  or  tuber  annulare ;   but  that  the 

cases  of  abscess.  cases  on  this  point  are  unsatis&ctory,  in  con- 

Tlius  we  find    the   intellectnal  faculties  sequence  of  attention  not  having  been  paid 

affected  in  5 ;  the  senses  in  6 ;  the  motor  to  the  spinal  cord. 

powers  in  30 ;  the  tongue,  in  the  thirty-six        Diseases  of   the  central  organs  of   the 

cases,  2;  headache  in  35;  vomiting  in  17.  nervous  system  are  involved  in  great  ob- 

With  respect  to  derangements  of  the  scnrity,  and  must  be  so  so  long  as  we  are 
motor  powers  they  are  stated  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  functions  of  their  separate 
various ;  but  amongst  them  we  find  several  parts,  so  long  as  we  have  a  difficulty  in 
in  which  paralysis  affected  espedatty  the  ascertaining  the  precise  amount  of  a  Mon, 
lower  limbs  ;  whilst  it  is  noted,  however,  or  of  conveying  to  another  a  predae  idea 
that  involuntary  contractions  of  a  greater  of  it  when  ascertained ;  for  a  degree  more  or 
or  less  number  of  muscles  is  a  more  common  less  of  an  injury  may  make  a  vast  difference 
phenomenon  than  paralysis :  in  a  great  num-  in  the  amount  or  kind  of  symptoms  pro- 
ber all  the  body  was  agitated  by  convulsive  duced ;  or  a  disorganization  or  change  of 
movements,  at  intervals,  in  other  particular  structure  in  a  part  endowed  with  a  special 
muscles,  as  those  of  the  neck,  drawing  the  function  may,  according  to  ito  extent  or 
head  backwards,  ortoone  side.  He  also  men-  locality  in  that  organ,  in  one  case  alter,  in 
tions  the  fticts  stated  above,  that  some  indi-  another,  weaken  and  destroy  ito  functioDs, 
viduals  had  a  sort  of  uncertain  gait,  stag-  or  call  into  action  another  part  witii  which 
gering  like  a  drunken  person,  and  having  a  it  may  have  a  direct  or  secret  influence.  I 
tendency  to  fall  forwards.  think,  however,  that  sufllcient  may  be  gii- 

I  may  here  mention  two  cases,  one  by  thered  from  the  above  remarks  to  enable  us, 

Andral.     Convulsive  movements  occurred,  in  certain  cases,  if  not  to  diagnoatfccate  dis- 

and  always  commenced  by  a  powerful  agite-  eases  of  the  cerebellum,  at  least  to  enable  us 

tion  of  the  head,  which  was  drawn  backwards  to  state  with  some  degree  of  probability  that 

as  in  a  variety  of  tetanus.     Some  days  the  disease  of  this  oi^gan  does  exist, 
convulsions  were  confined    there;    but  at  — ^. 
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REPORT  enecmragement  to  thli  project,  they  do  not 

view  it  with  any  particular  apprebenskm ; 

"^  ^"^  and  aeeiog  how  much  importance  ia  attached 

ROYAL   COLLEGE   OP    SURGEONS  to  it  by  profowonal  men  of  the  highest  cha- 

OP  EDINBURGH  ncter»  they  are  willing  to  hope  that  a  repre- 

'  ventatiTO  body,  choeen*  by  the  practitioners 

On  ike  pntpoBob  qf  Muwn.  Warburton  of  the  heating  art,  if  properly  arranged,  and 

and  Hawei'/or  the  amendment  of  the  accompanied  by  effectual  checks  for  securing 

lawe  relating  to  the  medical  profeeeion  the  community  against  the  influence  of  par- 

in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  tial  iriews  and  interests,  might  work  bene- 

Adopted  unanfanously,  18th  December,  1840.  ficiaUy  both  for  the  profession  and  the  pubUc. 

It  is  a  gratifying  proof  of  the  just  appre- 

^~~'  elation  of  the  importance  of  this  subject  by 

Thb  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  those  who  are  not  of  the  medical  profession, 

having  been  unsuccessful  in  a  series  of  at-  that  two  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 

tempts,  during  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  mons,  Mr.  Warburton  and  Mr.  Hawes,  have 

years,  to  obtain  from  Parliament  a  legis-  each  promulgated  a  plan  of  medical  reform, 

Uttive  remedy,  founded  upon  broad  and  ge-  and  that  their  several  proposals  evince  an 

neral  grounds  of  public  advantage,  for  the  enlightened  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of 

inequalities  of  education  and  of  privilege  the  evils  to  be  remedied,  which  could  only 

which  affect  the  medical  profession  in  this  have  been  acquired  by  a  great  sacrifice  of 

country,   rejoice  to  find  that  there   is  at  time  and  labour.     In  both  of  these  propo- 

length   a  prospect  of   this   subject   being  sals  are  contained  many  valuable  suggestions; 

brought  fairly  under  the  consideration  of  and  in  both,  as  might  have  been  expected, 

the  Iqgiislature,  with  such  an  amount  of  sup-  there  are  matters  which  seem  to  the  College 

port   from  the   profession  and    from    the  to  require  reconsideration, 

public  as  to  insure  th&  attainment  of  some  The  subject  of  medical  legislation  may  be 

measure  of  practical  good.  considered,  as  it  respects  the  interests  of  the 

The    progressive    improvement    in    the  public,  those  of  medical  practitionen,  and 

courses  of  study  prescribed,  and  in  the  mi-  those  of  medical  incorporations, 

nuteness  and  accuracy  of  the  examinations  I.  The  interests  of  the  public  call  for  the 

instituted,  by  the  different  Boards  to  which  following  provisions : — 

the  power  of  licensing  is  at  present  com-  1.  That  all  persons  who  receive  a  legal 

mitted — an  improvement  in  which  the  Col-  recognition  as  practitioners    of   medicine, 

lege  have  at  all  times  taken  a  very  prominent  shoidd  be  previously  subjected  to  a  uniform 

and  leading  part — ^has  hitherto  constituted  and  efficient  system  of  education  and  ex- 

the  chief  security  to  the  public  for  the  pos-  amination. 

session  of  a  well-educated  body  of  medical  2.  That  the  pubUc  should  have  an  oppor- 

practitioners,   and  for  the  advancement  of  tunity,  by  means  of  a  system  of  registration^ 

medical  science  itself.     Under  this  system,  of  distinguishing  those  who  have  received 

there  has  risen  up  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire-  this  public  recognition  from  those  who  have 

land  a  large  body  of  highly  instructed  medi-  not. 

cal  practitioners,  who  feel  aggrieved  by  the  3.  That  the  public  should  be  permitted 
disabilities  and  inequalities  of  privilege  to  to  select  thdr  medical  attendants,  from  among 
which  they  are  subjected;  who  are  conscious  the  number  of  those  who  are  thus  recognized, 
that  their  importance  in  the  community  unembarrassed  by  any  exclusive  privileges  of 
entitles  them  to  a  remedy ;  and  who  are,  particular  classes  of  medical  practitionen. 
with  good  reason,  determined  to  urge  their  II.  When  the  subject  is  considered  with 
claim  to  that  remedy,  as  being  due,  not  a  mora  immediate  rrferenoe  to  the  interests 
merely  to  their  own  interests,  but  to  those  of  medical  practitionera,  all  of  these  conclu- 
of  the  public  at  large.  sions  appear  to  be  confirmed.  The  follow- 
Some  yean  ago,  such  a  degree  of  improve-  ing  expressions  of  Mr.  Warburton  on  this 
ment  in  the  system  of  granting  medlcid  qua-  subject  appear  to  the  CoUege  to  be  just  and 
lifications  by  means  of  the  existing  incor-  apposite : — 

porated  bodies,  as  would  have  secured  to  the  "Hie  legitimate  means  of  discouraging 

holdera  of  those  qualifications  equal  edu-  unqualified  practice  appear  to  be  the  foUow- 

cation  and  equal  privileges  throughout  the  ing : — 

United  Kingdom,  was  all  that  the  most  san-  "1.  Uniformity  of  system  in  respect  of 

guine  medical  reformera  desired  to  effect,  medical  instruction  and  examinations,  and 

But  an  anxiety  has  recently  been  manifested,  uniformity     of       professional       privileges 

and  very  loudly  and  generally  expressed,  to  founded  thereon ;  so  that  the  public  may  see 

accomplish   those   and  similar    objects   by  and  know  that  when  a  man  has  passed  his 

means  of  a  general  representation  of  the  me-  examioation,  the  state  considera  him  a  fit 

dical  practitioners  of  this  country.     While  peraon  to  practise  ubicunque  gentium* 

the  College  have  not  hitherto  given  any  **  2.  Registration  of  all    who    practise, 
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distiiigaishing  the  qualified  from  the  un-  who  are  admitted  to  examination    by  tiie 

qualified,  that  the  public  may  be  informed  different  boards  and  Umversitiea,  both  as 

by  the  state  what  practitioners  are  to  be  regards  the  length  of  the  period  of  study, 

confided  in.  and  as  regards  the  number  of  branches  of  in- 

3.  "  Employment  by  the  state,  and  by  all  struction  prescribed  by  their  Berend  eur> 
public  institutions,  of  none  but  the  qualified,  ricula ;  and,  3.  The  very  different  d^^rees  of 

4.  **  Punishment,  as  for  fraud,  of  all  per-  rigourwith  which  the  examinations  fbrliceaaes 
sons  who  practise,  assuming  a  professional  or  degrees  are  conducted  by  the  diiferent 
title  which  does  not  belong  to  them.''  (See  Boards.  The  College  have  no  hesitation  in 
Mr.  W.'s  Letter  to  Dr.  Maunsell,  in  the  expressing  an  opinion  which  they  have  loog 
Dublin  Medical  Prras,  No.  XCVI.,  p.  300.)  entertained,  and  often  promulgated,  tbsit  the 

Besides  these  four  methods  of  protecting  exdusive  rights  and  restrictions  referred  to 
the  qualified  practitioner,  and  discouraging  under  the  first  of  these  heads,  are  altogether 
the  unqualified,  another  has  been  much  nnsuited  to  the  present  state  of  the  pro- 
agitated  by  medical  reformers,  yiz.  the  fession.  The  only  justification  of  tbem 
establishment  of  a  system  of  penalties  which  has  ever  been  proposed  is  based  upon 
against  the  latter  for  practising  medicine  the  disparities  specified  under  the  seoood 
without  a  license.  In  regard  to  this,  Mr.  and  Hard  heads.  Great  irregnlarities  in 
Warburton  says  in  another  letter  (Dublin  regard  to  education  and  examination  nn- 
Medical  Press,  No.  XCVL,  p.  301).  "  I  doubtedly  exist,  and  constitute  the  plea  for 
have  no  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  heavy  penalties,  the  obnoxious  inequalities  of  privUege ;  and 
when  sought  to  be  enforced  against  obscure  it  will  certainly  be  expected  of  medical 
people."  This  seems  a  sound  opinion  :  it  reformers  that  when  they  propose  to  abolish 
is  conformable  to  the  actual  practice  of  this  this  last  species  of  inequality,  they  will,  at 
College,  which  has  for  a  long  period  desisted  the  same  time,  be  prepared  to  admit  the 
firom  prosecuting  those  who  have  infringed  necessity  of  taking  effectual  meana  for  the 
its  exclusive  privileges,  and  has  had  no  abolition  of  the  two  former  also.  About 
cause  to  regret  its  abstinence  fh>m  this  prac-  inequality  of  education,  no  great  difficulty 
tice ;  there  being  no  town  in  which  ignorant  would  now  be  experienced.  An  imperative 
pretenders  to  medical  skill  are  less  numerous  system,  sanctioned  by  some  public  authority, 
and  less  respected  than  in  Edinburgh,  could  easily  be  introduced  and  made  appU- 
There  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  prosecu-  cable  to  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
tions  will  be  found  to  fail  in  accompliBhing  The  Colleges  of  Surgeons  of  London,  Edin- 
the  object  proposed.  They  may  render  the  burgh,  and  Dublin,  in  a  conference  whidi 
unqualified  more  cautious  in  practising  on  they  held  in  London  by  delegates,  during  the 
public  credulity,  without  making  them  less  discussion  in  Parliament  of  the  Iridi 
successful ;  they  may  even  impart  to  their  Charities'  Bill,  came  to  an  understanding  as 
pretensions  a  degree  of  fame  and  of  impor-  to  what  should  constitute  the  mmimtim  of 
tance,  which  those  pretensions  would  never  study,  without  evidence  of  having  gone 
acquire  without  such  assistance ;  and  they  through  which  no  one  should  be  admittol  to 
may  have  an  unfavourable  impression  on  the  examination  by  any  board.  The  joint  reso- 
character  of-  the  qualified,  who  will  be  more  lutions  of  these  bodies  were  afterwards  ac- 
tikely  to  stand  weU  with  the  unprofessional  ceded  to  by  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
part  of  the  public,  if  they  have  the  magna-  Surgeons  of  Glasgow.  A  similar  scheme  was 
nimity  to  despise  this  species  of  artificial  resolved  upon  by  the  University  of  Edin- 
protection,  and  to  rest  their  claims  to  public  burgh,  and  the  Colleges  of  Phjivicians  and 
confidence  solely  upon  their  professional  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh.  By  a  comparison 
talents  and  qualifications.  There  cannot,  of  of  ^ese  plans,  and  of  those  of  other  licens- 
course,  be  any  objection  to  their  endeavour-  ing  boards,  a  uniform  system  of  education 
ing  to  stren^hen  these  claims  by  acquiring  could  without  any  serious  difficulty  be  ad- 
those   honorary  distinctions  which  univer-  justed. 

sities  and  other  public  bodies  are  in  the         But  uniformity  in  the  degree  of  rigour  and 

practice  of  conferring.  minuteness  in  conducting  examinationa  is  by 

III.  But  the  subject  of  a  reform  in  the  no  means  so  easy  of  attainment,  and  indeed, 

faws  affecting  the  profession  must  also  be  notiiing  better  than   an  approximation  to 

considered  in  its  bearings  on  the  interests  of  such  uniformity  can  be    expected.      The 

the  existing  Medical  Incorporations.    These  object  is  undoubtedly  of  the  greatest  impor- 

incorporations  have  been  objected  to  on  the  tance  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  and  no 

following   grounds :       1 .    Their  exclusive  scheme  of  professional  reform  would  deserve 

rights  of  examining  and  licensing  the  prac-  the  name,  it  it  did  not  attempt  to  secure  as 

titioners  in  certain  districts,  which  have  the  great  a  degree  of  uniformity  in  examination 

effect  of  disqualifying  from  practising,  within  as  can  be  attained.     Tliere  are  only  three 

those  timtts,  weU  educated  men  who  have  methods  which  occur   to  the  College   by 

obtained  a  qualification  elsewhere ;  2.   The  whidi  the  object  may  be  accomplished.    The 

disparity  in  the  conditioni  required  of  those  firwi  of  these  is  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
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Warbmton,  and  consurts  in  intrusting  the  cine,  he  shall  produce  a  diploma,  certificate^ 
business  of  examining  and  conferring  pro-  or  letters-testimonial,  of  having  taken  a  de- 
feasional   qualifications  to  a  single  bcMU^,  gree  in  medicine,  or  of  haying  passed  an 
appointed  by  a  medical  council  in  each  of  the  examination  in  medicine  or  surgery  before 
three    divisions  of  the   Kingdom.       It  is  some  university,  college,  hall,  or  other  per- 
further  provided,  that  the  examinations  shall  sons  legally  entitled  to  grant  a  diploma, 
be  conducted  according  to  a  set  of  bye-laws  certificate,  or  letters-testimomal,  at  the  time 
enacted  by  a  Medical  Senate  for  the  whole  of  the  passing  of  the  act.''     lliis  proposal 
Kingdom,  and  shall  be  under  the  immediate  secures  the  continued  existenoe  of  the  present 
inspection  of  the  Councils,  and  of  the  Senate,  machinery  for  granting  professional  qualifi- 
The  College  cannot  bi^t  feel  that  the  rights  cations,  and  avails  itself  of  that  machinery 
of  the  existing  Boards  to  grant  licenses  ap-  by  making  it  imperative  for  a  first  stage  of 
plicable  to  their  respective  bounds,  though  examination,  but  makes  a  second  trial  neoes- 
proposed  to  be  retained  under  this  scheme,  sary    before  the  Board  appointed  by  the 
would  be  virtually  abrogated,  since  no  one  council.     This  examination,  which  is  obvi- 
would   waste  his  means  in  acquiring  the  ously  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  on  any 
minor  privilege,  when  the  more  extensive  laxity  on  the  part  of  the  existing  Boards,  and 
one  applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  British  to  equalize  their  proceedings,  would  certainly 
dominions  was  made  accessible.     This  pro-  effect  these  objects  to  some  extent,  but  by  a 
posal,  therefore,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  procedure  which  is  open  to  some  objections, 
altogether  supersede,  and  indeed  destroy,  a        The  college  Conceive  that'  a  third  scheme 
number  of  establishments  created  at  great  might,  without  much  difficulty,  be  devised^ 
cost  to  the  public  and  the  profession,  and  which,  leaving  the  immediate  conduct  of  the 
containing  within  them  most  if  not  all  of  examinations  in  the  hands  of  the  existing 
the  elements  requisite  for  the  successful  per-  Medical  Boards,  would,  at  the  same  time, 
formance  of  the  functions  hitherto  intrusted  place  them  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
to  them  ;  establishments,  of  some  of  which  senate  or  councils,  proposed  to  be  instituted, 
it  may  safely  be  averred,  that  they  have  dis-  acting  through  the  intervention  of  assessors 
charged  their  functions  with  the  greatest  specially  appointed  by  them  for  the  purpose, 
liberality  and  disinterestedness.    To  destroy  Such  aconjunction  of  local  examinations  with 
the  powers  of  these  boards,  and  thus  to  cut  general  superintendence  would  possess  the 
off  from  the  incorporations  appointing  them  twofold advantageofavoidingany  infringement 
those  funds  which  are  at  present  applied  to  of  the  privileges  of  existing  institutions,  and 
purposes  of  great  public  utility,  would  be  a  of,  at  Uie  same  time,  removing  all  apprehen- 
gratuitous  injury  to  the  public  interests,  and  sion  or  suspicion  of  the  examinations  being 
the  attempt  would,  in  all  probability,  en-  conducted  inefficiently  by  any  Board,  or  wi£ 
counter  such  opposition  as  would  be  fatal  to  less  strictness  by  one  Board  than  by  another, 
it  in  Parliament.     The  College  readily  ac-  To  many  of  the  members  of  the  College  it 
knowledge  that  if  th^  laudabble  object  which  appears  that  this  conjoint  method'  of  testing 
Mr.  Warburton  seeks  to  accomplish  could  the  candidates'  qualifications,  by  examiners 
only  be  attained  by  means  of  this  proposal,  appointed  by  Uie  existing  institutions,  and 
the  privileges  of  the  incorporations,  conferred  assessors  nominated  by  the  senate  or  councils, 
solely  for  the  public  weal,  could  never  be  might  be  rendered  at  once  more  easy  of  ex- 
Iiermitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  it.     But  ecution  and  more  efficient,  by  taking  advan- 
the  College  are  of  opinion  that  either  of  the  tage  of  the  system  of  examining  by  written 
other  two  methods  yet  to  be  commented  on  questions,  now  pursued  in  many  institutions, 
would  be  preferable  as  a  means  to  the  pro-  iu  judging  of  the  claims  of  candidates  to  de- 
posed end.  grees  and  other  honours. 

The  second  plan  for  assimilating  examina-  The  examinations  might  either  embrace  all 
tions  is  that  of  Mr.  Hawes,  which,  like  the  the  subjects  in  the  curriculum  at  one  sitting, 
former,  provides  a  senate  for  the  whole  or  separate  sittings  might  be  given  to  the  de- 
kingdom,  with  power  to  make  by-laws  for  partments  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  mid- 
regulating  education  and  examinations ;  and  wifery ;  and  it  would  be  necessary  that  those  ^ 
a  medical  council  in  each  of  the  three  divi-  Boards  which  do  not  examine  on  all  the 
sions  of  the  kingdom,  with  power  to  select  subjects  in  the  curriculum  should  make  an 
a  board  of  examiners  for  carrying  these  laws  arrangement  for  co-operating  with  other 
into  effect  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Boards,  in  the  same  place,  which  might  ex- 
council  and  senate.  Thus  far  there  is  a  coin-  amine  on  those  subjects  to  which  their  own 
cidence  between  the  two  plans.  But  there  is  examinations  do  not  extend ;  so  that  every 
this  very  important  difference,  that  Mr.  part  of  the  course  of  study  might  be  included 
Hawes' planprovides  that  thebye-laws  "shall  in  the  examinations.  The  fees  payable  to 
not  be  good  and  valid  unless  they  require  theseBoardsshouldbe  uniform  and  moderate; 
that,  previous  to  the  final  examination  of  and  the  proceeds,  after  defraying  the  expenses 
Any  person  desirous  of  obtaining  a  diploma  of  the  examinations  on  a  soile  approved 
of  qualification  to  practise  the  Art  of  Medi-  of  by  the  councils,  should  be  applied,  as  they 
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have  for  many  yean  been  applied  by  this 
ColleKCy  to  pnrpoaea  of  public  and  profes- 
aional  utility. 

In  ooncloding  these  general  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  the  propoMd  reform,  as  it  re- 
spects the  interest  of  the  public,  of  medical 
practitioners,  and  of  the  existing  medical 
institutions,  the  College  is  fully  aware  that 
when  these  three  views  are  contemplated  with 
the  eye  of  an  enlightened  liberality,  tiiey 
must  be  found  to  be  coincident.  The  College 
can  aver,  with  truth,  that  they  have  pursued 
no  corporate  ends  to  the  public  injury ;  that 
they  have  sought  to  raise  the  standard  of 
medical  acquirement  in  this  school  by  an 
enlarged  system  of  education,  proportioned 
to  the  wants  of  the  age ;  that  they  have  re- 
frained for  a  very  long  term  of  years  from 
making  additions  to  the  cost  of  their  diploma ; 
that  their  examiners  have  submitted  to  be 
greatly  underpaid  in  order  to  enable  the  Col- 
lege to  maintain  their  ground  without  such 
additions ;  and  that  tbar  entire  accumula- 
tions have  been  expended  in  erecting  their 
Hall,  and  in  purchasing  and  maintaining  a 
Museum,  to  the  accommodation  of  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  building  is  devoted,  and 
which  is  accessible  to  the  public,  and  most 
beneficial  to  the  medical  school.  Having 
made  such  use  of  their  present  privileges,  the 
College  conceive  themselves  entitled  to  claim 
the  credit  of  disinterestedness  in  any  advices 
which  they  may  offer  in  reference  to  medical 
legislation  ;  and  they  do  most  fully  and  une- 
quivocally admit  the  supremacy  of  the  public 
interest  in  all  that  relates  to  this  most  impor- 
tant subject.  Let  the  medical  incorporations 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  aU  such  regula- 
tions as  the  welfiire  of  the  public  requires : 
let  their  privileges,  in  particular,  altogether 
cease  to  be  exclusive  and  local  in  their  cha- 
racter ;  but  let  not  an  apparatus,  so  capable 
of  being  beneficially  employed,  be  gratui- 
tously and  inconsidmtely  annihilated. 

[llie  College  then  proceeds  to  examine 
and  comment  upon  the  proposals  of  Mr. 
Warburton  and  Mr.  Hawes.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

8BCOND  XXAMINATXON  FOR  THE  niORBI  OF 
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Jfeificme.-— Thomas  0'Mearm*t,M4 
Hospital,  Dublin;  John  Douglas  Stran^'f', 
University  College ;  John  Charies  Bncknill, 
University  College;  Edwin  Wing,  Sdkool 
of  Physic  in  Ireland  ;  Thomas  WiUiams, 
Guy's  Hospital,  and  \¥ebb  Street. 

Midwffeiy.  —  John  Douglas  Strang  i*. 
University  College;  Richard Qnain,  Univer- 
sity College  ;  Thomas  Williams,  Gny's  Ho*- 
pitel,  and  Webb  Street. 

Structural  and  Phydotogical  Bota$ty, — 
John  Douglas  Strang,  University  College. 
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Anthony  French  Carpenter,  M.B.  Lond. 
MYODIATOMY. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
As  every  thing  in  science  that  is  likely  to 
outline  a  day  should  have  a  name,  and  that 
the  operation  of  dividing  muscles  for  the 
cure  of  deformities  arising  from  their  con- 
tracted condition  seems  to  have  taken  rank 
amongst  the  practical  operations  of  the  day, 
will  you  allow  me  to  suggest  to  the  profes- 
sion the  propriety  of  ^adopting  the  term 
myodiatomy,  to  designate  this  operation 
generally. 

I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  before 
applied,  if  so  will  you  make  it  more  known, 
and  throw  this  behind  the  fire. — I  am,  air. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T. 

London,  Dec.  7, 1840. 
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Physiology  and  Comparative  Anatomy, — 
Richiu^  Quain*t,  University  College ;  John 
Paddonf,  University  College;  Edwin  Wing, 
School  of  Physic  in  Ireland. 

Surgery, -^ioYoi  Charles  Bucknillf,  Uni- 
versity College  ;  Thomas  O'Meara,  Mer- 
cers' Hospital,  Dublin ;  Thomas  Williams, 
Guy's  Hospital,  and  Webb  Street ;  Richard 
Quain,  University  College. 

*  To  each  of  these  gentlemen  has  been  awarded 
a  University  Medical  Scholarship  of  jTSO  a  year, 
for  two  yean. 

t  To  each  of  tliese  a  gold  medal  of  the  value  of 
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LECTURES  scarified,  by  placing  over  it  a  glass  cnp,  from 

o^  .|.|{g  which  the  air  has  been  in  a  great  measure 

exhausted,  and  then  the  unbalanced  weight 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  of  the  atmosphere  upon  the  surrounding  sur. 

PHYSIC,  *^!*ce  forces  out   the   blood :    or   we  suffer 

leeches  to''  scarify  the  skin,  and  to  suck  out 

Deiivered  at^King't  College,  London,  the  blood.    These  two  modes  of  drawing 

Bv  Dr  Watson  blood,  from  the  trunks  of  the  blood-vessels 

on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  capillaries  on 

—  the  other,  we    call,    respectively,   general 

Lecturs  XIV  bleeding,  and  topical  bleeding. 

I  say  the  main  point  to  be  achieved  in 

Treatment  qf  Jnfiammation,  continued.   Re-  general  bleeding  isso  to  manage  the  operation 

capitulation.       Bleeding  :     purgativee  :  ^  to  make  a  decided  hnpression,  as  quickly 

mercury:   antimony:   digitalis:   eolehi-  ^s  possible,  upon  the  pulse  or  the  heart: 

cum :  opium,  ami  to  do  this  we  place  our  patient  in  an 

Local  remedies.    External  cold:   external  upright  position,  and  make  a  free  orifice  in 

warmth :  counter-irHtation.  the  vein  of  one  or  both  arms. 
After  pointing  out  to  you,  yesterday,  the  And  when  the  force  of  the  general  circula- 
necessity  of  guarding  your  patient,  as  much  tion  has  been  thus  abated,  it  will  iu  many 
as  possible,  from  all  stimulants  or  sources  of  cases  be  proper  and  necessary  to  take  away 
irritation,  both  internal  and  external,  the  blood  from  the  capillaries  also,  in  the  neigh- 
avoidance  of  which  constitutes  what  is  called  bourhood  of  the  suffering  organ  :  this  is 
the  antiphlogi*iic  regimen,  I  begim  to  speak  almost  always  safe  and  good  practice :  there 
of  the  remedies  of  inflammation.  >  can  seldom  be  any  reason  for  abstaining  from 
Now  the  great  remedy  in  acute  and  dan-  it,  except  when  the  general  bleeding  has 
gerouB  inflammation  is  blood-letting :  and  brought  the  patient  so  low  that  the  abstrac- 
when  this  remedy  is  used  at  all,  it  should  be  tion  of  a  few  more  ounces  in  any  way  might 
used  freely,  and  so  as  to  produce  a  decided  be  hazardous.  But  the  employment  of  local 
impression  :  and  its  efficacy  will  always  be  depletion  presently  after  general  is  then  espe- 
the  greater,  in  proportion  as  it  is  applied  in  ciiUly  indicated,  when  the  local  symptoms 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  inflammation.  The  remain  unrelieved  ;  when,  although  the  in- 
objects  of  the  abstraction  of  blood  are  two-  direct  symptoms  which  manifest  themselvA 
fold  :  to  lessen  the  force  of  the  heart's  action  through  the  medium  of  the  system  at  large 
is  one  object ;  to  empty  the  gorged  capil-  have  been  moderated  by  the  general  blood- 
laries  of  the  part  inflamed  is  the  oUier.  We  letting,  yet  the  direct  symptoms  belonging  to 
effect  the  first  of  these  objects,  or  both  of  the  part,  and  disturbing  its  functions,  the 
them  at  once  it  may  be,  by  making  an  orifice  pain,  for  example,  or  the  labouring  breath, 
with  a  lancet,  in  the  trunk  of  some  con-  or  the  stupor,  have  not  undergone  a  propor- 
vRnient  vein  or  artery,  and  allowing  the  blood  tional  improvement.  Under  such  circum- 
to  escape ;  we  accomplish  the  second  by  stances,  the  unloading  the  oppressed  capil- 
making  little  incisions  with  a  scarifier  through  laries  by  means  of  leeches  or  cupping  will 
the  skin  as  near  the  infltlined  part  as  we  can,  often  be  attended  with  the  happiest  effects, 
and  forcing  the  blood  through  theie  little  I  mentioned  that  the  most  common  way 
wounds  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  :  of  performing  general  blood-letting  in  this 
>.  e,  we  take  off  the  pressure  from  the  part  country  is  by  venesection ;    and  that  the 
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veins  chosen,  as  the  most  saftable  for  that  opening  hts  Jugular  vehi :  the  opeDias 

purpose,  are  the  eephalic  and  basilic  veins  at  made  very  near  the  clavicle,  so  that  preasure 

the  bend  of  the  arm :  but  that  when,  from  between  the  orifice  and  the  heart  was  diffi- 

accidental  circumstances,  blood  cannot  be  cult  to  effect.     Of  course  the  blood  soon 

obtained  easily  and  abundantly  from  those  leaves  the  portion  of  the  vein  nearest  the 

veins,  any  other  large  and  superficial  blood-  heart ;  and  whether  by  some  suction  power 

vessel  may  be  opened.      It  matters  little  of  the  heart  itself  upon  the  veins,  or  how, 

which,  in  my  opinion,  so  far  as  r^ards  the  one  scarcely  knows,  but  air  rushed  in,  and 

effect  of  the  {Attraction  of  blood  upon  the  the  patient  was  presently  a  dead  man.     Per- 

disease.     Some  persons  are  fond  of  opening  haps  misadventures  of  tiiis  kind  may  be  ca- 

the  temporal  artery  when  the  inflammatory  pable  of  being  prevented   by  usinf^  great 

disease  is  situated  in  or  about  the  head :  and  caution  in  such  cases :  but  as  it  is  theetiquette 

certainly,  when  we  see  this  vessel  starting  for  physicians  to  direct  but  not  to  perform 

from  the  surface  like  a  cord,  and  tortuous  thesemanual  services  towards  the  sick,  and  as, 

from  its  fatness,  and  visibly  throbbing,   we  therefore,  I  should  incur  all  the  responsibi- 

feel  tempted  to  give  vent  to  the  blood  which  lity,  and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  ensure 

is  distending  it.     But  arteriotomy  is  not  so  none  of  the  necessary  care,  I  confess  that  I 

easily  managed  as  phlebotomy.     It  is  some-  am  shy  of  recommending  venesection  to.be 

times  difficult  to  get  the  blood  to  flow  pro-  msde  in  that  particular  place, 
perly  ;  and  it  u  sometimes  difficult  to  stop        Whether,  all  other  things  being  the  same, 

its  egress  when  we  wish  to  do  so;  and  sometimes  the  abstraction  of  arterial  blood  be  more 

there  are  after- consequences  which  are  far  effectual  in  restraining  inflammation  than  the 

from  being  pleasant :  little  aneurismal  tumors  abstraction  of  venous,  is  more  than  1  can  tell 

are  apt  to  arise.     It  is,  besides,  desirable  to  you. 

avoid  tiie  necessity  of  bandaging  the  head,         WhAi  topical  bleeding  is  employed  with 
in  order  to  restrain  the  farther  efflux  of  blood  the  view  of  disburdening  the  turgid  cs^illa- 
fromthe  artery.     Other  practitioners  recom-  ries,  either  in  chronic  inflammation,  or  in 
mend  opening  the  external  jugular  vein  in  acute  inflammation  as  an  auxiliary  to  gene- 
head  cas.s,  especially  in  children,  whose  veins  ral  bleeding,  it  would  seem  most  expedient 
in  the  arm  are  small.     This  is  a  plan  which  to  get  as  near  to  the  part  affected  as  we  can. 
I  have  very  seldom  adopted,  and  which,  I  To  apply,  for  example,  our  cupping-glasses 
am  bound  to  tell  you,  I  do  not  much  like  :  or  our  leeches  to  the  temples,  or  behind  the 
1  St.  because  I  think  it  is  seldom  necessary  i  ears,  or  just  below  the  occiput,  ininflamma- 
2dly.  because  I  think  it  is  often  unsafe.  tqry  affections  of  the  head  ;  to  the  chest  and 
It  is  seldom  necessary:  for  in  children  we  praecordia,  when  the  lungs  or  heart  are  the 
can  always  get  as  much  blood  by  topical  seat  of  the  disease ;  to  the  surface  of  the 
bleeding  as  will  be  equivalent  to  a  general  abdomen,  in  inflammation  of  the  liver,  or 
blood-letting.    Audit  is  unsafe  in  two  ways  :  stomach,  or  intestines,  and  so  on.     And  this 
1st.  It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  stop  is  the  plan  which   I  have  almost  always 
the  bleeding  from  the  jugular  vein,  especially  adopted  ;  and  with  such  satisfactory  results 
in  a  struggling  and  unmanageable  child ;  and  that  1  have  felt  little  inclination  to  try  any 
the  difference  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  may  other.     But  many  persons  do  believe  that 
be  a  fatal  difference.     Here  also  any  com-  local  bleeding  is    more  useful   when    it  is 
pression  of  the  neck,  to  stay  the  haemor-  performed  at  some  distance  from  the  affected 
rhage,  might  affect  injuriously  the  cerebral  part :  they  would  put  leeches,  for  instance,  on 
circulation.     2dly.  There  is  a  distinct  and  the  insteps,  to  relieve  an  inflamed  throat ; 
peculiar  danger  attending  the  incision  of  this  and  they  attribute  the  benefit  that  ensues  to 
▼ein,  that,  namely,  of  admitting  air  into  it.  what  is  called  revulsion :  they  suppose  that 
You  perhaps  are  aware  that  if  air  enters  a  the  suction  of  the  leeches  solicits  the  blood, 
large  vein  near  the  heart,  and  passes  on  to  as  it  were,  to  that  quarter,  and  diverts  it 
that  organ,  it  kills  outright.     If  you  open  from  the  vessels  of  the  part  that  is  inflamed, 
the  jugular  vein  of  a  horse,  and  blow  forcibly  It  seems  to  me  that  the  revulsive  influence 
into  it  towards  the  heart,  the  animal  drops  of  topical  bleeding  would  be  greater  in  the 
down  dead.     The  celebrausd  Dupuytren  was  neighbourhood  of  the  inflamed  part  than  far 
performing  some  operation  about  the  neck,  from  it.  I  know,  however,  some  very  practi- 
in  the  course  of  which  he  cut  across  one  oC  cal  men  who  have  been  much  struck  with 
the  veins  there  situate :  some   bubbles   of  the  results    of    this  distant  blood-letting, 
air  rushed  in  at  its  open  mouth,  with  an  which  they  had  seen  practised  in  the  Parisian 
audible  clucking  noise,  and,  in  an  instant,  his  hospitals.     Leeches  are  also  sometimes  ap- 
parent expired.    The  same  frightful  acci-  plied  at  a  distance  from   the  seat  of  the  , 
dent  has  occurred  in  operations  performed  inflammation,  on  another  principle — that  of 
in  this  country,  and  in   America.     I   was  drawing  the  blood  directly  from  the  veins 
told  very  lately  that  in  one  of  our  metropo-  which  communicate  with  the  diseased  part, 
litan  hospitals  it  was  thought  right,  for  some  In  abdominal  affections,  in  inflammation  of 
reaaon  or  other,  to  bleed  an  adiUt  patient  by  the  liver  or  intestines,  the  French  are  in 
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the  habit  0f  applying  leeches  in  great  nnm-  phlegmonons,  adhesive  intiammation ;  such 

bera  to  the  verge  of  the  anus :  because,  they  as  glues  parts  together,  and  spoils  the  texture 

say,  the  blood  is  then  abstracted  from  the  of  organs.    It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 

very    veins  through  which  it  is   returning  that  you  should  accurately  inform  yourselves 

towards  the  already  overloaded  organs.     It  concerning  the  various  effects  of  mercury 

is  right  that  you  should  be  aware  of  these  upon  the  system  :  the  changes  it  produces ; 

opinions,  and  of  this  practice.     I  can  say  the  changes  it  arrests  or  prevents  ;  the  cases 

but  little  of  it  from  my  own  knowledge.     I  in  which  it  does  good  ;  the  cases  in  which  it 

can  well  believe,  however,  that  it  is  good  and  does  harm  ;   that  you  should  learn,  in  short, 

useful    practice ;    but  in  this  country  we  how  to  wield  a  very  potent,  but  a  two-edged 

sbonld  find  it  difficult  to  persuade  many  of  weapon. 

our  patients  to  submit  to  have  leeches  planted  If  we  inquire  what  mercury  does  when  it 

round  the  anus:  and  I  have  seldom  been  is  administered  to   a  person  in  health,  we 

disappointed  of  the  benefit  I  expected  from  find  three  very  marked  effects  following  its 

topical  bleeding,  when  it  has  been  employed  internal  use.      They  vary,  indeed,   in  dif- 

at  the  surface  as  near  the  part  inflamed  as  ferent  cases,  and  under  different  circum- 

possible.  stances  :  but  we  know  that  the  employment 

Purgativtt, — The  evacuation  next  in  im-  of  mercury  under  any  of  its  usual  forms  of 

portance  to  blood-letting,  is  purging.    This  exhibition  is   often  followed  by   increased 

is  an  expedient  which  in  cases  of  violent  watery  evacuations  from  the  intestines ;  or 

inflammation,  or  high  general  fever,  should  by  an  increased  discharge  of  bile ;  or  by  an 

scarcely  ever  be  omitted.  To  keep  the  bowels  increased  flow  of  saliva ;    that  is  to  say,  it 

what  is  called  open,  forms  Indeed  a  part  of  determines  (as  the  phrase  is)  to  certain  se- 

the  antiphlogistic  regimen:    but  in  acute  creting  organs — the  mucous   membrane  of 

inflammatory  diseases,  active  purging  is  of  the  boweU,  the  liver,  the  salivary  glands ; 

very  great  service.    These  two  points  are  it  augments  their  natural  secretion ;  and  in 

gained  by  it.     The  stomach  and  intestines  this  augmentation  of  secretion  is  implied  an 

are  freed  from  accumulated  fieces,  or  other  inoreased  afflux  of  blood  to  the  secreting 

matters,  which,  by  their  bulk  or  their  acri-  part.     It  is  probable  that  mercury  has  a 

mony,  might  prove  irritating;  and  at  the  similar  influence  on  most  or  all  the  secreting 

same  time  depletion  is  carried  on  by  means  surfaces  of  the  body,  altering  the  condition 

of  the  serous  discharge  which  is  produced  of  the  capillary  circulation  throughout.    And 

from  that  large  extent  of  mucous  membrane,  an  explanation  of  its  curative  power  in  in- 

There  are  some  cases    of  inflammation  in  flammation  has  been  drawn  from  this  fact : 

which  the  operation  of  purgative  medicines  it   has  been  supposed  that  mercury  thus 

is  of  especial  service  ;  as  in  inflammatory  af-  tends  to   equalize  the  circulation  ;  that  by 

fections  of  the  head,  either  external  or  inter-  causing  the  blood  to  be  distributed  in  larger 

nal,  of  which  part  these  medicines  assist  or  quantity  than  common  upon  several  sur- 

cause  the  depletion  in  a  very  sensible  man-  faces  at  the  same  time,  it  obviates,  jDro  tanto, 

ner.    We  have  an  illustration  of  this  in  the  its  excessive  congestion  or  accumulation  in 

paleness  of  the  face,  which  often,  during  any  one  organ.     Whether  this  hypothesis  in 

health,  accompanies  the  action  of  a  brisk  respect  to  the  modua  operandi  of  mercury 

cathartic.     The  usefulness  of  repeated  pur-  be  true  or  not,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say ; 

gatives  is  less  distinctly  seen  in'inflamma-  but  it  certainly  is  not  an  unreasonable  hypo- 

tions  situated  within  the  thorax  ;  although  in  thesis. 

these  cases  also  they  are  oftenhighly  beneficial.  If  you  push  this  remedy  in  healthy  per- 

They  are  efficient  remedies  too  in  all  inflam-  sons,  other  effects  ensue  :  inflammation  is 

matory  conditions  of  the  liver.     But  when  hctaeWj  produced :  the  gums  become  tender, 

inflammation  has  fastened  upon  the  stomach  and  red,  and  swollen,  and  at  leuglh  they 

or  bowels  themselves,  although  it  may  be  ulcerate ;  and  in  extreme  cases,  and  in  young 

indispensable  that  they  should  be  unloaded  children  especially,  the  inflamed  parts  may 

of  their  contents,  which  are  often  composed  perish  :    the   cheeks,   for  example,    some- 

of  irritating  ill-digested  food,  and  of  -morbid  times  slough  internally.     Not  only  the  gums, 

secretions,  no  less  irritating  and  hurtful,  the  but  the  throat  and  fauces,  become  red,  and 

propriety  of  going  beyond  this  point  is  ex-  sore,  and  sloughy. 

tremely  questionable.  I  believe  that  much  Now  you  will  do  well  to  observe  what  is 
harm  is  often  done  by  pressing  the  inflamed  the  character  of  the  inflammation  thus  pro- 
alimentary  canal  with  active  purgatives.  But  duced.  It  is  superficial,  spreading,  erysipe- 
toallthesepointslshallhaveoccasiontoreturn.  latous :  it  leads  to  ulceration  witiiout  any 
Mercury, — Next  to  blood-letting,  as  a  distinct  occurrence  of  suppuration  :  the  ul- 
remedy,  and  of  vastly  superior  value  upon  cers  enlarge.  Of  the  three  processes  which 
the  whole,  in  serious  inflammations  of  va-  I  formerly  pointed  out  as  going  on  in  diffe- 
rious  kinds,  to  purgation,  is  mercury.  This  rent  degrees,  at  the  same  time,  in  an  nice- 
mineral  is  really  a  very  powerful  agent  in  rated  surface,  that  of  absorption  is  vastly  pre. 
controlling  inflammation ;   especially  acute,  dominant ;  and  yoa  will  find  that  persons  in 
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whom  this  local  affection,  this  condition  of  or  a  manifest  tendency-  to  take  on  a  typhoid 

the  parts  within  the  month,  has  heen  pro-  character. 

duced,  get  rapidly  thin :  their  fat  disappears:         When  we  have  to  contend  witli  acnte  in- 

they  become  emaciated.    Thatis,  theabsorp-  flammation,  and  desire  to  prevent  or  arrest 

tion  of  the  old  materials   throughout   the  the   deposition   of  ooagulable   lymph,    oar 

body   exceeds   the  deposit  of  new   matter,  object  is,  after  such  bleedii^  as  maj  have 

Patients  who  are  kept  under  the  influence  of  been  proper,  to  bring  the  system  as  speedily 

mercury  grow  pale  as  well  as  thin  :  and  Dr.  as  possible  under  the  specific  inflaenoe    of 

Farre,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  mercury.     How  may  this  best  be  done  ?  and 

eflTecta  of  this  drug,  remedial  and  injurious,  how  are  we  to  know  that  it  has  been  achiened  ? 
holds  that  it  rapidly  destroys  red  blood:  as         Iwill  answer  thelastof  these  questions  first, 

effectually  as  it  may  be  destroyed  by  vene-  We  know  that  the  whole  system  has  been 

section.     As  an  example  of  this  he  was  in  brought  under  the  specific  influence  of  mer- 

the  habit  of  relating  in  his  lectures  the  case  cury,  as  soon  as  its  effects  become    even 

of  a  lady  who  was  attacked  with  hemate-  slightly  perceptible  in  the  gums  and  breath 

mesis  :  her  gastric  system  and  her  liver  were  of  the  patient ;  and  in  adults  we  can't  be 

gorged  with  blood.     "  Her  complexion,"  sure  of  it  before.     The  gums  grow  red  and 

said  the  Doctor,  **  was  composed  of  the  rose  spongy ;  the  patient  complains  tiiat  his  gams 

and  the  violet.     Under  a  course  of  mercury  are  sore  ;  and  that  he  has  a  metallic  taste,  a 

she  was  blanched,  in  six  weeks,  as  white  as  taste  like  that  of  copper,  in  his  mouth  :  and 

a  lily."  an  unpleasant  and  very  peculiar  foetor,  easily 

There  are  still  other,  occasional,  effects  of  recognised  again  when    it  has  been    once 

the  continued  introduction  of  mercury  into  perceived,  is  smelt  in  his  breath.      These 

the  system  :  a  peculiar  eruptive  disease ;  a  symptoms  are  enough  :  you  need  not  in  ge- 

peculiar  condition  of  the  nervous  system  :  neral  look  for  any  more  decided  affection  of 

but  with  these  I  do  not  now  meddle ;  they  the  mouth,  such  as  ulceration  of  the  gums, 

will  come  under  our  more  particular  consi-  swelling  of  the  glands  beneath  the  jaw,  and 

deration  hereafter.     At  present  I   am  is-  of  the  tongue,  and  a  profuse  flow  of  saliva, 

sirous  to  place  such  facts  before  you  as  may  Formerly,  when  it    was  believed  that   the 

help  you  to  determine  in  what  cases  mercury  material  cause  of  the  disease  was  carried  out 

is  a  fit  remedy  for  inflammation :  in  what  of  the  body  with  the  saliva,  the  mercurial 

cases  it  would  be  improper  to  give  it.     The  treatment  was  continued  with  the  view  of 

facts  I  have  already  mentioned  shew  that  it  producing  the  discharge  of  many  ounces,  and 

has  a  loosening  effect  upon  certain  textures;  even  of  a  pint  or  two,  in  thetwenty-fourhours : 

that  it  works  by  pulling  down  parts  of  the  but  all  that  is  requisite  is  that  the  gums 

building.  should  become  distinctly  tender,   and  that 

Bat  the  great  remedial  property  of  mer-  the  mercurial  foetor  should  be  unequivocally 

cury  is  that  of  stopping,  controlling,  or  al-  manliest,  and  that  these  symptoms  should  be 

together  preventing  the  effusion  of  coagula-  kept  up  for  a  certain  time, 
ble  lymph ;  of  bridling  adhesive  ivf^tarnma^        Now  this  is  best  effiscted,  usually,   by 

Hon :  and  if  we,  in  our  turn,  could  always  giving  some  form  of  mercury  in  equal  and 

bridle  and  limit  the  influence  of  mercury  repeated  doses,  by  the  mouth.     For  urgent 

itself,  it  would  be  a  still  more  valuable  re-  cases  calomel  is  the  best  form  in  which  it 

source.  can  be  administered :  two  or  three  grains. 

From  the  little  I  have  now  said  you  will  given  every  four  or  six  hours,  will  generally 

readily  understand  in  what  description  of  cases  suffice  to  touch  the  gums  in  the  course  of 

mercury  is  likely  to  be  useful.     In  common  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours.     If  it  acts  as 

adhesive  inflammation,  whether  of  the  serous  a  purgative  its  specific  effect  upon  the  whole 

or  the  cellular  tissues;  whenever,  in  fact,  system  will  be  postponed  by  that  circum- 

you  have  reason  to  suppose  that  coagulable  stance ;  and  it  then  becomes  expedient  to 

lymph  is  effused,  or  abolit  to  be  effused,  and  combine  it  with  just  so  much  opium  as  will 

mischief  is  likely  to  result  from  its  presence  prevent  its  passing  off  by  the  bow^els.     A 

then  you  may  expect  much  benefit  from  the  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium  with  two  grains 

proper  administration  of  mercury ;    as  an  of  calomel — or  a  third  of  a  grain  of  opium 

auxiliary,  however,  to  blood-letting,  not  as  with  three  or  four  gi'ains  of  calomel — will 

a  substitute  for  it.  generally  be  sufficient  to  restrain  the  purga- 

On  the  other  hand,  mercury  is  likely  to  tive  operation  of  the  latter.  When  a  speedier 

be  hurtful  in  those  forms  of  disease  '*  where  effect  is  desirable  we  give  larger  doses ;  such 

the  morbid  action  approximates  to  its  own  as  five  or  ten  grains  every  three,  or  even 

action."     In  cases  of  erysipelatous  inflam-  every  two  hours  :   or  we  combine  mercurial 

mation  having  a  disposition  to  gangrene  ;  in  inunction  with  the  exhibition  of  calomel  by 

scrofulous  diseases ;  in  inflammatory  com-  the  mouth.     It  is  impossible  to  lay  down 

plaints  attended  with  general  debility,  and  any  precise  rule  that  will  fit  all  cases, 
an  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system,         Blue  pill,  or  the  hydrargyrum  cum  cret&, 
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may,  in  certain  cases,  be  preferable  to  ca-  a  very  small  quantity  of  white  precipitate 

lomel ;  but  they  must  be  given  in  larger  ointment  upon  her  neck  for  some  cutaneous 

doses.      Some  practitioners  believe  that  a  affection,  after  sleeping  with  her  his  gums 

combination  of  blue  pill  and  calomel  acts  were  tender  for  three  or  four  days,  and  slight 

sooner,  and  answers  better,  than  a  proper-  salivation  took  place.     This  did  not  happen 

tional  dose  of  either,  given  alone.  once  only,  but  three  several  times.     On  one 

This  mode  of  giving  mercury,  so  as  to  occasion  this  same  man  took  two  blue  pills, 

afifect  the  system  at  large,  is  eminently  useful  as  preliminary  to  a  common  purge,  and  he 

in  many  instances  of  acute  phlegmonous  in-  was  salivated  profusely  for  six  weeks.  Cases 

flammation,  after  bleeding  has  been  carried  similar  to  these  occur  now  and  then  to  most 

as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  medical  men :  we  cannot  tell  beforehand  in 

warrant.      I   repeat  that  it  must  not  be  whom  such  effects  are  to  be  looked  for ;  but 

allowed  to  supersede  blood-letting.  Previous  it  is  never  prudent  to  neglect  any  warning 

bleeding  renders  the  body  more  readily  sus-  which  the  patient  gives  of  his  own  previous 

ceptible  of  the  influence  of  mercury ;  and  experience  on  this  point.  You  will  generally 

the  operation  of  the  mercury  comes  in  aid  find  that  where  the  affection  of  the  gums  and 

of  the  salutary  effect  of  the  abstraction  of  salivary  oipms  goes  on  to  a  troublesome  or 

blood.     The  two  remedies  accomplish  by  distressing  extent,  it  has  supervened  upon 

their  joint  power  what  neither  of  them  could  the  employment  of  a  very  moderate  quantity 

accomplish  singly.  of  mercury. 

It  is  important  to  know  that  different  So  distressing  are  these  effects  of  mercury 
persons  admit  of,  or  resist,  the  spedflc  upon  the  mouth  sometimes,  that  I  may 
agency  of  mercury  in  very  different  degrees :  pause  a  moment  to  tell  you  what  I  know 
so  that  in  some  patients  the  remedy  becomes  about  the  mode  of  remedying  them.  You 
unmanageable  and  hazardous;  while  in  others  will  constantly  be  called  upon  to  do  some- 
it  is  inert  and  useless.  It  is  most  grievously  thing  for  the  relief  of  this  disease  (for  so  we 
disappointing  to  watch  a  patient  labouring  must  call  it),  which  you  yourselves,  or  some 
under  inflammation  which  is  likely  to  spoil  of  your  brethren,  have  with  the  best  inten- 
some  important  organ  upon  which  it  has  tions  inflicted.  I  have  tried  all  sorts  of 
seized,  and  to  find,  after  bleeding  has  been  expedients,  and  I  have  asked  a  great  number 
poshed  as  far  as  we  dare  push  it,  that  no  of  my  friends  what  are  the  best  means  to 
impression  is  made  upon  his  gums  by  the  adopt  in  such  cases :  but  I  never  could  get 
freest  use  of  mercury.  Such  cases  are  not  much  satisfactory  information  from  them, 
uncommon ;  and  unfortunately  they  seem  Some  thought  purging  was  the  best  thing, 
most  apt  to  occur  when  the  controlling  Others  recommended  alum  gargles ;  or  gar- 
agency  of  mercury  is  most  urgently  required,  gles  made  of  the  chloride  of  soda ;  and  these 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  persons  in  last  certainly  have  one  good  effect,  that  of 
whom  very  small  quantities  of  mercury  act  correcting  the  foetor.  Others  believed  that 
as  a  violent  poison ;  a  single  dose  producing  sulphur,  which  has  long  been  prescribed  in 
the  severest  salivation,  and  bringing  the  such  emergencies,  was  really  of  use;  and 
patient's  existence  into  jeopardy.  This  his-  some  advised  that  the  patient  should  be  as 
tory  was  told  to  Dr.  Farre  by  a  medical  man,  much  as  possible  in  the  open  air :  a  few 
under  whose  notice  it  fell.  A  lady,  whom  commend^  iodine.  All  admitted  that  they 
he  attended,  said  to  him,  at  his  first  profes-  knew  of  no  certain  remedy.  Neither  do  I. 
sional  visit  to  her,  '*now,  without  asking  But  there  are  two  expedients  which  I  am 
why,  or  speculating  about  it,  never  give  me  confident  are  often  of  very  great  use  in 
mercury,  for  it  poisons  me."  Some  time  checking  the  violence  of  the  salivation,  and 
afterwards  she  met  with  the  late  Mr.  in  removing  the  most  distressing  of  its  ac- 
Chevalier,  and  spoke  to  him  about  her  companiments.  If  there  be  much  external 
complaints ;  and  he  prescribed  for  her,  as  a  swelling,  treat  the  case  as  being,  what  it 
purgative,  ones,  two  grains  of  calomel,  with  really  is,  a  case  of  local  inflammaiion:  apply 
some  cathartic  extract.  She  took  the  dose ;  eight  or  ten  leeches  beneath  the  edges  of 
and  the  next  morning  showed  the  prescrip-  the  jaw  bones,  and  wrap  a  soft  poultice 
tion  to  her  ordinary  attendant.  '*  Why  (said  round  the  neck,  into  which  the  orifices  made 
he)  you  have  done  the  very  thing  you  were  by  the  leeches  may  bleed ;  and  I  can  promise 
so  anxious  to  avoid ;  you  have  taken  mer-  you  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  you  will 
cury."  She  replied  "  I  thought  as  much,  receive  the  thanks  of  your  patient  for  the 
from  the  sensations  I  have  in  my  mouth.''  great  comfort  this  measure  hais  afforded  him. 
Furious  salivation  came  on  in  a  few  hours ;  When  the  flow  of  saliva,  and  the  soreness  of 
and  she  died,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  worn  the  gums,  form  the  chief  part  of  the  griev- 
out  by  the  effects  of  the  mercury,  and  having  ance,  I  have  found  nothing  to  generally 
lost  portions  of  the  jaw-bone  by  sloughing.  useful  as  a  gargle  made    of   brandy  and 

Another  medical  man  informed  me  that  he  water ;  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of 

knew  a  person  so  susceptible  of  the  influence  braady  to  four  or  five  of  water.     This  last 

of  mercury,  that  when  his  wifs  had  rubbed  piece  of  practice  I  learned  from  the  preteat 
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apoCheoary  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital ;  I  properly  administered,  inbdim  tbe  mtttoftk  of 
have  tried  it  over  and  over  again;  and  I  the  heart  and  arteries,  prodocing  nainex, 
tell  it  to  you  as  a  thing  worth  remembering,  paleness,  and  sinking  of  the  pulse,  and  fre- 
These  little  points  are  by  no  means  to  be  qaently  great  relief  to  the  local  symptoms. 
despised.    A  very  fashionable  and  successfnl  Yoa  bring  the  circnlation  into  that  state  into 
physician,  now  dead,  used  sometimes  to  say  which   it   may  be  brought  by  free  blood- 
when  he  met  others  of  his  brethren  in  con-  letting.     But  when  the  violence  of  the  in- 
sultation,  *' It  is  all  very  well  to  speculate  flammatory  symptoms  recurs  again  and  a^sin, 
about  the  exact  situation,  and  the  precise  you  cannot  again   and   again   employ    the 
nature  of  the  disorder,  but  the  question  with  lancet :  and  if  you  do  so  employ  it  as  aft 
me  is,  '  what  is  good'  for  this,  that,  or  t'other  length  to  extinguhih  the  inflammation,  yon 
thing?'*'     A  wise  physician  will  seek  to  con-  reduce  your  patient  to  a  state  of  pitiable, 
combine  with  an  accurate  knowledge  of  dis-  and  even  perilous,  debility.      Now  you  may 
ease,  and  settled  principles  of  treatment,  those  continue  or  repeat  the  depression  of  the  cir- 
practical  expedients   and   minor  appliances  culation  by  means  of  antimony,  without  any 
which  are  picked  up  by  casual  experience ;  dread  of  such  subsequent  weidmess.     Anti- 
which  could  never  have  been  reasoned  out ;  mony,  as  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  tB 
and  which  sometimes  constitute  nearly  all  admirably  suited  to  cases  of  active  inflam- 
that  we  can  do  for  the  benefit  of  our  patient,  mation,  in  which  mercury  would  either  be 
But  to  return  to  mercury  as  a  remedy  not  so  useful,  or  could  not  be  brought   to 
against  inflammation.     It  is  of  great  service  bear.     It  is  in  inflamination  of  the  muoooa 
in  many  cases  of  chronic  inflammation ;  and  membrane  of  the  air  passages  that  antimony 
I  may  repeat  here  the  observation  I  formerly  b  so '  signally  beneficial.    You  will  tee  a 
made  when  speaking  of  blood-lettings — ^that  padent  labouring  for  breath,  miable  perhaps 
the  treatment  must  keep  pace^  as  it  were,  to  lie  down,  wiSi  a  turgid  and  livid  ooim- 
with  the  disease.     When  textures  have  been  tenance  from  imperfect  arteritlization  of  the 
slowly  altered  by  a  gradual  deposition  of  blood.     He  has  been  ill  but  a  short  time;  it 
coagulable  lymph,  we  should  gain  but  little  is  an  acute  affection  ;  and  upon  listening  at 
by  suddenly  or  speedily  salivating  our  pa-  his  chest,  you  hear  that  peculiar  wheesdng* 
tient.    The  lymph,  if  it  can  be  dispersed  at  sound  which  we  call  nbiitUf  in  every  part  of 
all,  must  be  gradually  taken  up  again :   and  his  lungs.      I   shall  have  to  describe  this 
mercury,  given  with  the  view  of  promoting  sound,  and  its  causes,  and  its  meaning,  in  a 
its  absorption,  must  be  slowly  and  gradually  future  part  of  the  course.     You  give  such  a 
introduced  into  the  system;   and  when  at  patient  repeated  doses  of  antimony;  he  be- 
length  its  specific  influence  is  felt,  it  must  be  comes  sick,  vomits  perhaps,  but  he  feels 
sustained  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  nausea ;  his  pulse  becomes  less  forcible,  his 
You  must  not  expect  any  good,  but  the  face  grows  pale,  and  he  can  breathe  again, 
contrary,  from  the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  The  nausea  is  not  a  pleasant  sensation ;  bat 
scrofulous  inflammations ;    and  where  the  the  want  of  breath  is  a  far  more  distmsing 
scrofulous    diathesis   is  well  marked,   you  one;  and  that  is  gready  mitigated.    Reriiaps 
should  be  cautious  in  giving  mercury  at  any  a  free  secretion  takes  place  from  the  oon- 
time.     But  I  am  certain  that  many  men  are  gested  membrane,  and  then  the  patient  is 
too   scrupulous   on  that  head ;    and  that,  easy  and  safe.     Now  you  could  not  effect 
through  over  tenderness  of  your  patient's  this  change  so  quickly  and  readily,  or  so 
constitution,  you  may  risk  his  life,  by  with-  conveniently,  by  mercury,  and  perhaps  not 
holding  mercury  because  he  shows  tokens  of  at  all.     BronchitiG  affections  are  very  com- 
scrofula.    You  may  recollect  my  stating  that  mon  in   children,   in  whom    it  is  usoally 
scrofulous  persons  are    not   exempt  from  difficiilt  to  induce  the  specific  influeiioe  oif 
attacks   of  common  inflammation;  and  in  mercury. 

some  such  cases  the  probable  aggravation  of        On  the  other  hand,  antimony  does  not 

their  general  ill  health  is  not  to  be  put  in  appear  to  be  nearly  so  valuable  a  remedy 

competition  with  the  inunediate  danger  from  as  mercury,   when  serous  membranes  are 

the  local  inflammation.     I  have  again  and  inflamed. 

again  seen  scrofulous  patients  benefited  by         The  French  and  Italian  physidaiiB  place 

moderate  salivation ;    which,   if   it  proved  much  reliance  upon  antimony  for  tiie  cure  of 

injurious  at  all  to  their  genera)  condition,  inflammation ;   and  they  seem  to  know  little 

was  certainly  less  injurious  than  the  un-  or  nothing  of   the   remarkable  agency  of 

checked  local  complaint  would  have  been.  mercury  upon  that  disease.     For  my  own 

Antimony. — Tliere  are  some  other  reme-  part  I  do  not  see  how  any  useful  eomparittm 

dies  for  acute  inflammation  which,  in  this  can  be  made  between  these  two  substances 

general  account  of  its  treatment,  I   must  in  respect  to  inflammation,  considered  ge- 

briefly  notice.     Antimony  is  one  of  them ;  nerally,  as  we  are  now  considering  it.  Then 

and  a  very  valuable  remedy  it  is  in  some  are  some  particular  forms  of  inflammatioa  to 

forms  of  inflammatory  disease.    Antimony,  which  the  one  remedy  is  better  suited,  and 
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there  are  otfaen  in  which  the  other  is  most  should  be  very  unwllBng  to  saiiotlon  this 

effectual.   I  must  content  myself  with  having  mode  of  using  digitalis.     I  never  attempt  to 

adverted  to  these  distinctions  for  the  present,  employ  it  with  the  view  of  knocking  down 

As   to  the  form  in  which  the  antimony  acute  inflammations — to  which  alone  you 

should  he  exhibited,  I  apprehend  that  we  will  observe  that  my  present  remarks  apply. 

shall   all  come  at  last  to  freshly  dissolved  Digitalis  is  often  of  great  service  in  other 

tartar  emetic.    The  antimonial  powder  is  of  compktints ;  but  I  am  not  at  present  dis- 

▼ery  uncertain  strength ;  and  the  antimonial  cussing  the  remedial  virtues  of  digitalis,  or 

wine  contains  too  much  spirit  to  allow  of  its  of  any  other  drug,  except  so  far  as  they 

heing  given  in  large  and  frequently  repeated  relate  to  the  cure  of  recent  and  active  in- 

doses.      It  is  a  curious  circumstance,   that  flammation. 

although  vomiting  and  purging  are  apt  to  be  Colehicum,  —  Colchicum    is    a    remedy 

produced  by  the  first  two  or  three  doses,  they  which  is  often  prescribed  in  inflamiAation. 

usually  cease  when  the  same  quantity  is  per-  It  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  certain 

sever^with.   7\7/«riinceofthe  remedy  is  pro-  gpecific  forms  of  inflammation.     But  for 

duoed.       But    although    these  unpleasant  repressing  common  phlegmonous  inflamraa- 

primary  effects  cease,  the  curative  agency  of  tion  we  have  much  more  certain  and  better 

the  antimony  appears  to  continue.     Whea  remedies.     For  this  purpose  colchicum  is,  I 

you  desire  to  obtain  its  full  influence  In  a  believe,  a  very  unimportant  medicine. 

short  time,  you  may  dissolve  a  grain  of  the  Opium. — I  have  formerly  been  asked,  by 

tartar  emetic  in  two  ounces  of  hot  water ;  students    attending  here — and  therefore   I 

and  give  a  fourth -part  of  the  solution  every  anticipate  the  question  now  — respecting  the 

half  hour.     If  the  patient  becomes  pale  and  utility  of  opium  as  a  remedy  in  inflammation. 

sick,  you  pause  a  while  and  allow  him  to  Certainly  opium,  Uke  most  of  our  powerful 

recover  himself ;    and  if  the  inflammatory  medicines,  may  do  much  good,  as  it  may  do 

symptoms  return,  you  repeat  the  medicine,  much  harm,  in  different  inflammatory  dls- 

It  sometimes  acts  violently  upon  the  bowels,  eases  ;  and  it  is  not  very  easy  to  point  out 

and  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  a  few  clearly,  in  a  general  view  of  the  treatment 

drops  of  laudanum  to  each  dose.  of  inflammation,  the  rules  for  its  administra- 

Digitalis, — Digitalis  is  another  powerful  tion  by  which  we  must  be  guided  in  different 

medicine,  from  which  much  was  at  one  time  cases.     Yet  there  are  a  few  general  obser- 

hoped  as  a  remedy  for  active  inflammation ;  vations  which  I  may  make    now  on   this 

hut  those  hopes  have  been  in  a  great  mea-  subject. 

sure  disappointed.  It  is  not  a  manageable  The  administration  of  a  full  dose  of  opium 
remedy  in  such  cases.  Its  singpilar  property  has  been  strongly  raM>mmended  after  that 
of  retarding  the  circulation,  of  bringing  down  free  and  effective  bleeding  which  I  have 
the  number  of  the  heart's  pulsations,  and  already  described.  It  prevents  the  re- 
abating  its  force,  led  to  the  expectation  that  kindling  of  the  inflammation  which  is  apt  to 
it  might  render  the  use  of  the  lancet  unne-  result  from  irritati6n  of  the  nervous  system — 
cessary.;  that  it  might  check  the  inflamma-  a  kind  of  irritation,  you  will  remark,  which 
tory  process  without  permanently  reducing  the  copious  abstraction  of  blood  is  calculated 
tiie  strength  of  the  patient.  But  if  you  give  to  produce  ;  or  to  augment,  if  it  finds  it 
moderate  doses  of  digitalis,  its  peculiar  effect  already  existing.  The  opium  soothes  this 
upon  the  pulse  comes  on  at  very  uncertain  nervous  irritability ;  and  it  must  be  given, 
periods,  and  may  be  postponed  until  it  is  too  when  given  at  all,  in  doses  that  will  have 
late  to  be  of  any  service.  If,  on  the  other  that  effect.  It  is  best  adapted  to  those  cases 
hand,  you  give  it  in  such  quantity  as  speedily  in  which  a  natural  irritability  is  inherent  in 
to  affect  the  heart's  action  (which  is  what  the  constitution  of  the  patient — to  those  in 
we  want  in  acute  and  serious  inflammation),  which  such  irritability  has  been  acquired  by 
then  you  are  never  secure  against  what  may  bad  habits  of  life — and  to  those  in  which  the 
be  called  its  poisonous  effects  :  deadly  faint-  local  disease  is  attended  with  much  /latn, 
ness,  frightful  syncope,  and  even  death  itself,  which  is  in  all  constitutions  a  souroe  of 
Most  practitioners  can  tell  of  cases  in  which  irritation. 

patients,  who  were  taking  full  doses  of  digi-  However,  this  is  a  remedy  which  requires 
talis,  have  suddenly  expired  ;  and  when  Uie  to  be  used,  in  inflammation,  with  great  cau- 
remedy  has  appeared  to  have  had  more  to  do  tion  and  discrimination.  In  cases  of  active 
with  the  fatal  event  than  the  disease.  There  inflammation  within  the  cranium,  its  pro- 
are  practitioners,  however,  and  I  know  one  priety  is  very  questionable.  It  is  apt  to 
of  tiiem,  who  affirm  that  digitalis  may  be  confuse  both  the  patient  and  his  physician, 
given,  after  due  depletion,  and  in  acute  in-  who  is  unable  to  say,  after  a  full  dose  of 
flammation,  in  very  large,  and  I  should  say  opium  ha^  been  given,  how  much  of  the 
startling  doses,  with  the  very  best  effects —  stupor  that  follows  is  owing  to  the  disease, 
doses  which  range  from  half  a  drachm  to  and  how  much  to  the  drug.  It  is  a  very 
half  an  ounce,  and  even  six  drachms  of  the  ticklish  remedy  in  pectoral  inflammations, 
officinal  tincture.     I  confess  to  you  that  I  I  believe  that  by  the  free  use  of  opium  I 
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BAved  the  life  of  a  relation  of  my  own,  an  will  only  observe,  that  we  bare  a  most  ex« 

old  lady,  who  was  in  danger  of  being  worn  cellent  and  simple  guide  as  to  the  probable 

out  by  the  cough  and  bronchial  affection  usefulness  of  cold  applications  to  the  head,  in 

which  attended  the  influenza.     On  the  other  the  aenaatioiM  of  our  patients.     It  is  very 

hand  I  have  certainly  known  more  than  one  lucky  that  it  is  so.     As  long  as  the   cold 

person,  labouring  under  extensive  and  severe  cloths,  or  the  bags  of  ice,  are  pleasant  and 

bronchitis,  so  effectually  quieted  by  a  dose  grateful  to  the  patient,  so  long  we  sedulously 

of  the  same  medicine,  that  they  never  woke  continue  to  apply  and  renew  them :    as  soon 

again.      As  a  general  rule  I  should  say  that  as  the  patient  dislikes  them,  they  had  better 

you  should  be  very  careful  how  you  venture  be  intermitted. 

upon  opium  in  inflammatory  diseases  that         Cold  applications  to  the  cAer/,  and  to  the 

tend  to  produce  death  by  cuma^  or  apruBa,  belly  f  in  active  inflammation  of  parts  situated 

If  there  be  any  unnatural  duskiness  of  the  within  those  cavities,  have  been  praised  by 

fsce,   if  ever  so  slight  a  tinge  of  purple  some  practitioners;  but  I  believe  are  Tcry 

mingles  itself  with  the  red  colour  of  the  lips,  seldom  employed.     I  have  no  personal  ex- 

this  is  an  appearance  which  should  warn  you  perience  eiUier  of  their  utility,  or  of  their 

against  opium.      It  shows  that  the  blood  is  hurtfiilness.     I  confess  that  I  should  not  like 

imperfectly  arterialized ;  and  imperfect  arte-  to  use  them.     I  should  think  that  the  effect 

rialization  of  the  blood,  as  I  hope  you  all  of  the  cold,  in  driving  the  blood  from  the 

know  now,  either  results  from,  or  conduces  cutaneous  vessels,  and  accumulating  it    in 

to,  a  state  of  coma.  internal  parts,  would  be  likely  to  be  injurious. 

On  the  other  liand,  it  is,  cceteru  paribus.  We  shall  see,  by  and  by,  that  the  contents 

in  cases  where  the  tendency  is  towards  death  of  the  skull  are  differently  situated,  in  this 

by  aatheniOf  that  the  use  of  opium,  as  a  respect,    from  those  of    the    thorax  -and 

remedy  for  inflammation,  is  most  serviceable,  abdomen. 

It  has  a  capital  effect  often,  after  free  bleed-         Warmth, — The  totally  opposite  measure, 

ing,  in  cases  of  peritonitis,  and  of  enteritis,  applying    warmth    to    the    surface,    is    o( 

It  probably  does  good  in  various  ways  :  by  very  great  service  in  many  cases  of  internal 

quieting   the    nerves  —  by    sustaining    the  inflammation  :    especially  in  inflammations 

faultering  action  of  the  heart — ^by  keeping  of  the  abdominal  organs.     We  speak  of  cold 

the  inflamed  parts  at  rest.     There  are  some  lotions,   and  of  hot  fomentations.     These 

frightful  accidents  in  which  we  can  expect  last  are  managed  in  various  ways,  which  I 

little  from  blood-letting,    but  in  which  the  do  not  at  present  enter  into.     They  seem  to 

judicious  employment  of  opium  affords  some  do  good  by, determining  to  the  surface ;  they 

glimmering  of  hope.     I  allude  to  those  cases  promote  perspiration;   they  mitigate   pain, 

of  intense  and  general  peritonitis  which  arise  and  persuade  to  sleep, 
upon  the  escape  of  irritating  substances  into         In  cases  of  external  inflammation,  some- 

the  cavity  of  the  belly ;  the. contents  of  the  times  cold  and  sometimes  warm  applications 

intestines,  from  ulceration^  or  from  external  are  found  to  be  of  use.     In  this  matter  also 

injury  ;  urine  from  rupture  of  the  bladder  ;  the  sensations  of  the  patient  afford  the  best 

and  so  on.     If  there  be  any  hope  for  such  criterion.     Both  of  them  tend,  in  different 

cases,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  continued  circumstances,  to  promote  resolution.    We 

exhibition  of  opium  in  considerable  doses,  have  an  illustration  of  the  beneficial  agency 

But  upon  all  these  points  I  shall  go  more  of  cold  applications  for  this  purpose  in  the 

into  detail  when  we  come  to  consider  indi-  treatment  of  recent  bums  and  sodds,  parti- 

vidual  diseases.  cularly  when  the  injury  is  superficial,  and 

Bxtemat  remedies, — A  very  few  remarks,  the  skin  has  not  beoi  destroyed.  'Probably 

in  respect  to  external  remedies  in  cases  of  there  is  scarcely  any  one  present  who  has 

inflammation,  wiU  terminate  both  this  lecture  not  experienced  the  relief  given  to  the  pom 

and  what  I  have  to  say,  thus  generally,  of  of  a  burned  finger,  by  dipping  it  in  cold 

the  treatment  of  inflammatory  complaints.  water ;  and  the  return  of  the  pain  upon  taking 

Cold, — ^The  application  of  external  cold  the  finger  out  again.     The  cold  may  be  so 

will  aid  us  very  powerfully,  in  certain  serious  constantly  appli^  that  the  pain  will  cease  to 

oases  of  inflammation  ;    and  especially  in  recur  when  the  application  is  at  length  sus- 

cases  of  inflammation  within  the  cranium,  pended.     Dr.  John  Thomson  relates  a  case 

It  is  really  wonderful  what  a  sedative  and  in  which  a  burned  arm  was  kept  immersed 

toothing  effect  this  expedient  frequently  has  in  cold  water  for  two  days  and  two  nights 

in  allaying  delirium,  the  result  of  active  in-  incessantly  ;     and    the    inflammation    was 

flammation  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,  thereby  wholly  prevented.     I  have  known 

Thin  folds  of  linen,  kept  constantly  moist  this  expedient  fail,  however.     A  nurse  in  the 

•nd  cold,  by  cold  water,  are  phiced  upon  and  Middlesex  Hospital  fell  as  she  was  carrying 

around  the  shaven  head.    We  ^hen  apply  a  pail  of  hot  water  upstairs,  and  in  her  fsH 

ice  in  the  same  way.     ^     ~  -^  --^  ..«._--*   ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^, 

present  into  any  deta'  "^Vithout  loss  of  time 
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the  same  arm  into  cold  water ;  but  after  a  alluded  to  has  in  every  respect  realized 
while  waa  obliged  to  desist ;    the  cold  im-  my  most  sanguine  expectations.     The 
merrion  bringing  on  severe  rigors.  spine,  which  previous  to  the  operation 
In  erysipelas,  I  am  persuaded  that  warm  suffered  a  deviation  of  at  least  three 
fomenUtions  not  only  afford  more  comfort,  inches   from    the    mesial  hne   of  the 
but  are  more_effectual  and  safer  than  cold  back,  involving  the  six  superior  dorsal 
logons.      ,     .     -  ^,  .          .      , .  ^  vertebrae,  is  now  reduced  to  within  half 
^    Independently  of  their  occasiomdmflnence  ^n  inch   of  its  natural  situation,  the 
in  promoting  re^lution,  warm  apphcations,  ^  j^^  shoulder  has  fallen  on  a  hne  with 
warm  soft  poultices  for  instance,  are  often  u^  c  \\             j   ^u              i           ^\. 
«Bedwitiitheyiewofforwarding«ii,pt,r««oi».  "^  ^Uow,  and  the  muscles  on  the  con- 
Hence  this  rule.    Whenever  reiohition  of  fare  side  have  ac(^uired  a  considerable 
the  inflammation  is  poMtibh,  but  suppuration  jncrease  in  bulk.  The  breathmg,  which 
18  WMy  to  ensue,  warm  appHcations  are  the  pc«>re  the  operation  was  difficult  and 
most  proper :    because  under  their  use  we  impeded,    is    now   perfectly   free,   the 
have  an  equal  chance  of  obtaining  resolution,  chest  expanded,  and  nearly  restored  to 
with  less  hazard  of  retarding,  or  rendering  its  natural  shape.  Amount  the  changes 
untoward,  the  process  of  suppuration,  in  case  that  have  taken  place  m  the  state  of 
resolution  does  not  take  place.  the  back,  the  sacro-costalis  and  longis- 
Counter 'irritation.  —  Counter-irritation^  simus  dorsi  mliscles  on  the  concave  side, 
by  means  of  blisters,  sinapisms,  irritating  which  before  were  scarcely  perceptible, 
ointments,    setons,    issues,    or    moxas,    is  can  now  without  difficulty  be   traced 
ofien  very  beneficial.     It  probably  operates  from  their  origin  to  where  they  pass 
by  attracting  blood  into  the  neighbouring  heneath  the  trapezius  and  rhomboid; 
parts    and  m  the  same  degree  divertmg  it  evidently  shewing  an  increase  of  ac- 
from  the  inflamed  Dart.     It  is  most  service-  tivity,  and  a  corresiKmding  development 
able  m  chrome  miiammations.  a^^^^^  of  muscular  struct^e.                     ^ 
the  decline  of  those  which  are  acute.     It  is  /-\    *u    -^ji      j      r  m      •       xx,      x. 
particularly  adapted  to  scrofulous  affections.  ^^  On  Uie  Monday  following  the  above. 
Tiere  is  an  ob^on  to  the  use  of  counter-  ^ov.  30th,  I  operated  on  another  lad,  1 6 
irritation  during  the  height  of  the  inflam-  years  of  age,  who  had  been  affected  with 
matory  fever,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  lateral  curvature  upwards  of  four  years : 
general  irritation  which  it  would  then  occa-  the  convexity  in  this  case  was  towards 
■ion.    Neither  in  local  inflammation  should  the  left  side,  and  extended  from  about 
counter-irritation  be  applied  very  near  to  the  the  fifth  to  the  tenth  or  eleventh  dorsal 
inflamed  part.      Blisters  are  not  proper,  vertebrse,  being  precisely  that  condi- 
therefore,  at  least  in  the  early  stages  of  the  tion  of  curve  which  I  have  described  as 
disease,   in  acute   inflammation  within  the  the   second   stage   of    this   complaint, 
cranium  ;  but  they  are*  sometimes  applied  in  There  was  considerable  excurvation  of 
such  cases,  with  advantage,  to  the  lower  ex-  the  ribs  on  the  right  side  ;  those  on 
tremities.    Blisters  to  the  chest,  however,  ^^e    opposite    being  much  depressed, 
in  thoracic  inflammation,  and  to  the  be  y  ^he    left   shoulder    was  sUghtly    ele- 
m  abdomin^.  are  often  not  only  perfectly  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  righthip  projicted ;  the 
safe,  but  of  the  greatest  use,  as  will,  I  trust,  ^^^^^  ^^^  undergone  great  iteration  in 
be  apparent,  as  we  go  on.  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  functions  of  the  lungs 

were  impaired.    The  sacro-costalis  mus- 


NEW    OPERATION    FOR    LATERAL  cle  on  the  concave  side  was  much  larger 

CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPINE.  than  its  fellow,  and  was  seen  passing 

from  its  origin  up  to  the  centre  of  the 

^  .»    ^j..       ^.»    ,-.  J.    ,  in,     ^^  curve — evidently  a  counteracting  agent 

To  the^ditor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  ^  ^„y  further  deviation  of  the  sfinal 

Sir,  column,  and  which  from  thus  acting 
As  the  new  operation  for  lateral  curva-  had  suffered  considerable  enlargement, 
ture  of  the  spine,  which  you  did  me  This  operation  was  performed  in  a 
the  honour  of  inserting  in  vour  journal  manner  preciselv  similar  to  the  former, 
of  27th  ult.,  appears  to  have  excited  and  the  results  have  been  just  as  satis- 
some  interest  in  the  profession,  and  to  factory.  I  should  remark  that  the  lad 
have  directed  attention  to  a  branch  of  was  left-handed,  and  although  his  oc- 
Burgical  practice  which  has  long  been  cupation  was  li^ht,  being  that  of  a  cigar- 
neglected  a  few  further  observations  maker,  yet  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
on  this  important  subject  may  not,  lifting  heavy  weights  occasionally  with 
perhaps,  be  deemed  unacceptable.  his  left  hand. 
The  result  of  the  operation  above  The  displaced  vertebrw,  with  the  ex- 
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ceptlon  of  two,  have  In  a  verj  gradual  thrown  Into  considerable  action,  ocmt 

manner  regained  their  situations  i  the  was  it  at  all  apparent  that  they  had  any 

ribs  are  losing  their  rounded  or  barrel-  influence  in  producing  the  curve ;  on 

like    form,  and   the   back  itself  now  the  contrary,  they  were  attenuated  and 

scarcely  bears  any  trace  of  deformity,  weakened. 

He  has  increased  in  height  since  the        On  Saturday,  Nov.  28th,  she  under- 

operation.  went  the  operation.    Directing  the  pa- 

My  next  case  w^as  a  delicate  female  tient  to  bend  forward,  I  passed  a  nax- 
of  six-and-twenty,  who  had  been  af-  row  curved  bistoury  beneath  the  exter- 
fected  with  lateral  curvature  of  the  nal  edge  of  the  sacro-costaUs  muscle, 
spine  ten  years :  her  occupations  were  on  a  line  with  the  last  dorsal  vertebra ; 
sedentary.  She  regards  the  curvature  and  carrying  it  inwards  and  down waitis 
as  a  consequence  of  close  application  until  it  readied  the  transverse  process, 
to  a  piece  of  embroidery  she  was  I  depressed  the  handle,  and  gradually 
anxious  to  complete  when  about  15  or  withdrew  the  bistoury,  making  a  com- 
16  years  of  age.  From  the  habit  of  sitting  plete  section  of  the  muscles  without 
some  hours  at  a  time  before  the  frame,  wounding  the  integuments,  a  powerful 
with  the  right  hand  above  and  the  left  retraction  took  place,  leaving  a  space  of 
beneath,  a  lateral  inclination  was  given  at  least  half  an  inch  between  the  di- 
to  the  spine,  which  in  a  very  short  vided  edges.  Immediately  on  with- 
time  increased  to  the  extent  it  was  drawing  the  bistoury  a  gush  of  blood 
when  she  applied  to  me.  On  examin-  followed,  which  was  easily  suppressed 
ing  the  back  I  found  the  deviation  to  by  pressure.  Up  to  this  time  the  pa- 
extend  from  the  fifth  cervical  to  the  tient  has  not  had  a  bad  symptom ;  the 
seventh  dorsal  vertebra  on  the  right  wound  suppurated,  a  circumstance  I 
side,  not  in  ^e  form  of  a  simple  lateral  should  by  no  means  regard  as  unfa- 
curvature,  but  directed  outwards  and  vourable,  inasmuch  as  it  prevents  too 
h&ckwELrdk—posterO' lateral.  The  ribs  early  an  union  of  the  divided  surfaces  : 
formed  a  most  singular  appearance,  it  has  now  healed.  Although  I  ope- 
being  flattened  at  the  sides,  with  their  rated  on  this  case  by  the  urgent  request 
angles  projecting  in  the  shape  above  of  the  young  lady,  yet  I  did  so  with 
mentioned,  much  in  shape  like  a  mow-  faint  hopes  of  success.  I  am  happy  to 
er's  scythe,  whilst  the  points  of  the  say  the  results  have  far  outstripped  my 
false  ribs  appeared  almost  protruding  expectations :  the  displaced  vertebrie 
through  the  abdominal  integuments,  are  gradually  moving  towards  the  me- 
The  spine  below  the  seventh  dorsal  sial  June  of  the  back ;  the  left  side  much 
vertebra  was  perfectly  straight;  the  left  less  contracted ;  and  the  ribs  no  longer 
side  was  much  contracted,  but  scarcely  form  that  projection  in  front  of  the 
any  projection  of  the  hips.  By  bending  abdomen.  She  has  increased  an  inch 
the  body  forwards  I  could  distinctly  and  a  half  in  height  since  the  opera- 
trace  the  sacro-costalis  muscle,  stretched  tion. 

like  a  tense  cord  through  its  whole        In  the  subsequent  treatment  of  these 

course,  and  the  lon^ssimus  dorsi,  as  far  cases   I  have  employed  extension  by 

as  the  greatest  point  of  the  convexity  means  of  pulleys,  the  head  being  made 

of  the  curve,  Wiis  full  and  firm;  be-  afixedpoint,  whilst  cords  were  attached 

yond  this  it  was  lost.  to  a  circular  band  round  the  hips.  This 

The  trapezius  and  rhomboid  muscles  cannot  be  ventured  on  till  the  seventh 

of  the  left  side  difTered  materially  from  or  eighth  day  after  the  (deration :  in 

the  preceding  cases,  for  beyond  the  my  first  case  I  recommenacd  it  on  the 

point  alluded  to  scarcely  any  trace  of  fourth  day,  but  was  compelled  to  dis- 

muscular  substance  existed.    The  same  continue  it. 

appearances  were  exhibited  on  the  left        The  position  in  which  the  patient 

side  as  I  have  witnessed  in  the  gene-  lies  should  be  a  matter  of  great  moment 

raiity  of  these  cases,  and  the  muscles  for  the  first  three  days  subsequent  to 

appeared  thin  and  weak  throughout  the  operation:    the  prone  position  is 

their  whole  extent.  the  best:  after  that  period  it  should  be 

Reflecting  on  this  case  I  found  no  changed,  and  a  folded  pillow  placed  in 

difficulty  in  satisfying  my  mind  as  to  apposition  with  the  dorsal  curve,  and 

the  side  on  which  thedivision  of  muscles  in  such  a  manner  that  the  ptitient  lying 

should  be  effected.    The  trapezius  and  on  her  side,  with  the  upper  and  lower 

rhomboid   muscles    had    never    been  portion  of  the  trunk  bending  over  it. 
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the  intercostal  muscleB  cm  the  oppoefte  ing  watf  on  the  concare  side  of  the 

side  are  kept  upon  the  stretch,  and  the  curve,  hut  that  hy  dissection  he  has 

ribs  separated  from  each  other.    The  always   found    these  muscles  smaller 

patient  should  then  he  induced  to  grasp  and  weaker. 

with  his  left  hand  a  rope  suspended  As  to  the  situation  of  the  primary 

from  the  ceiling,  and  at  such  a  ^stance  curve,  there  can  he  no  doubt  in  the 

from  the  body  as  to  keep  the  rhomboid  minds  of  those  who  have  had  an  oppor- 

and  trapezius  on  the  stretch,  and  at  the  tunity  of  seeing  these  cases  in  their 

same  time  endeavour  to  bring  the  arm  earlier  sta^e,  the  dorsal  vertebrae  being 

to  the  side :  by  this  latter  movement  in  a  majonty  of  cases  the  first  to  suffer 

these  muscles  are  thrown  into  a  state  displacement. 

of  activity.    This  should  be  repeated  I  am  happy  to  find  from  Mr.  Lay- 
frequently  during  the  day.  cock's  communication  last  week,  that 
I  must  beg  leave  to  correct  an  error  he  has  adopted  views  similar  to  myself 
I  have  fallen  into  in  my  former  letter,  respecting  the  class  of  muscles  to  be 
In  alluding  to  the  case,  I   observed,  divided:  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
that  in  the  curvatures  that  are  met  the  result  of  his  late  operation.    Re- 
with  amongst  young  children  and  deli-  specting  our  priority  of  claim,  I  am 
cate  femaleSfthe  muscles  on  the  ooncaoe  unwilling  to  arrogate  to  myself  any 
side  acquired  an  increase    of  action,  unmerited  position,  not  forgetting  the 
whilst  those  on  the  opposite  suffered  a  old  latin  adage  ''PaJmam  qui  meruit 
loss  of  power.    I  am  now  convinced  ferat." — I  am,  sir, 
that  this  increase  of  thickness,  which  Your  obedient  servant, 
is  sometimes  observed,  has  no  effect  G.  B.  Childs. 
whatever  in  producing  the  curve,  but,  Wood  Street,  December  15, 1S40. 

on  the  contrary,  is  the  result  of  a  con-  

tinual  effort  to  draw  the  spine  towards  ^j,  ^HB  TREATMENT 

the  mesial  line  of  the  back,  as  was 

instanced  in  the  second  case  I  operated  °' 

on.    A  lateral  inclination  is  first  given  CERTAIN  DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN, 

to  the  spine,  either  by  certain  occupa-  ««•*-.               ^ 

tions  of  life,  in  which  the  trapezius  ^^  E.  Copkman,  Es^.     . 

and    rhomboid    become    inordinately  [Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette.'] 

acted  upon,  or  by  certain  bad  habits  

acquired  in  the  sitinc^  or  standing  pos- 
ture :  the  sacro-costiuis  and  longissimus  There  appears  to  have  been  of  late  a 
dorsi,  below  the  convexity,  become  considerable  though  gradual  change  in 
shortened,  as  a  secondary  result,  and  the  views  of  some  eminent  members  of 
in  conjunction  with  the  above  men-  our  profession  respecting  the  pathology 
tioned  muscles  resist  every  attempt  to  and  treatment  of  certain  disorders  of 
reduce  the  spine  to  its  original  position,  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  The 
I  can  easily  conceive,  were  these  subject,  it  cannot  be  denied,  is  one  of 
muscles  (the  sacro-costalis  and  longis-  the  greatest  importance  that  can  oc- 
simus  dorsi)  free  in  their  whole  extent,  cupv  the  attention  of  the  medical 
from  their  origin  to  their  insertion,  world ;  and  it  seems  desirable  to  place 
lateral  curvature  might  be  induced  by  upon  record  any  facts  that  may  tend  to 
approximating  their  points  of  attach-  elucidate  the  real  nature,  and  proper 
ment,  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the  treatment,  of  maladies  so  frequently 
spine  that  a  string  does  to  a  bow :  such  terminating  in  death.  For  a  lon^  time 
not  being  the  case,  it  must  be  assumed  it  has  been  held  that  apoplectic  and 
by  the  abettors  of  this  doctrine  that  paralytic  seizures  are  caused  by  pres- 
the  muscles  acquire  an  irregular  power  sure  upon  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow, 
of  contraction,  that  a  predominance  of  or  by  organic  and  incurable  disease  of 
muscular  power  exists  in  their  external  those  nervous  centres ;  and  this  doc- 
division,  whilst  the  internal,  attached  trine  of  congestion,  and  pressure  from 
by  means  of  strong  tendons  to  the  loaded  vessels,  or  consequent  serous 
tranverse  processes  of  the  vertebra;,  are  effusions,  has  led  to  the  almost  indis- 
in  a  passive  or  weakened  condition,  criminate  practice  of  free  blood-letting, 
Mr.  Bamfield,  in  alluding  to  this  sub-  as  the  most  likely  means  of  saving  the 
ject,  has  observed,  that  he  has  never  patient.  In  my  own  hmited  ^penence 
met  with  a  case  in  which  the  shorten-  t  have  several   times   observed  that 
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bleeding  in  apoplectic  and  paralytic 
attacks  has  been  followed  by  veiy 
unsatisfactory  results;  and  the  excel- 
lent remarks  published  by  Drs.  Holland, 
Griffin,  and  others,  have  convinced  me 
that  it  is  safe  and  right  to  employ  other 
means  of  relief,  and  better  not  to  rely 
upon  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
lancet. 

The  following  cases  are  offered  under 
the  idea  that  they  may,  in  some  slight 
degree,  confirm  this  opjinion,  and  con- 
tribute towards  thro\^dng  light  upon 
this  very  imperfectly  understood  branch 
of  the  science  of  medicine. 

Case  I. — Apoplexy  occurring  three  times 
in  the  same  individual. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  January, 
1839,  I  was  summoned  in  haste  to  a  gentle- 
man residing  at  a  short  distance  from  my 
house,  who  had  b^n  attacked  with  slight 
vertigo,  and  confusion  of  thought,  whilst 
dressing.  He  was  advanced  in  years,  being 
upwards  of  seventy,  and  had  spent  great  part 
of  his  life  in  India ;  he  was  low  in  stature, 
corpulent,  and  short  in  the  neck.  He  had  ^ 
long  been  accustomed  to  high  living,  and 
had  been  the  subject  of  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  air  passages.  Not  many  months  before 
the  present  attack  I  removed  two  polypi 
from  the  nose,  and,  until  within. a  very  short 
period,  he  |iad  profuse  muco-purulent  dis- 
charge from  one  nostril. 

I  found  him  complaining  of  giddiness,  and 
his  conversation  was  incoherent — pulse  ex- 
cited, but  not  very  full;  tongue  furred; 
slight  pain  in  right  temple.  I  immediately 
drew  about  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm,  and  administered  purgative  medicines. 
He  was  slightly  relieved  by  the  bleeding, 
but  in  the  course  of  the  day  he  almost  lost 
the  power  of  expressing  himself,  his  memory 
faildl,  and  he  was  scarcely  able  to  stand 
alone.  I  requested  a  consultation,  and  in 
the  evening  met  an  experienced  practitioner 
from  Norwich,  who  advised  cupping:  this 
was  performed  in  his  presence,  and  before 
many  ounces  of  blood  could  be  drawn,  the 
patient  had  a  convulsive  start,  became  fiiint, 
and  it  was  feared  a  paralytic  seizure  was  at 
hand.  The  cupping  was  immediately  dis- 
continued, and  he  was  removed  to  a  warm 
bed.     He  took 

Pil.  Hyd.,  gr.  v.  at  night,   and  had  a 
blister  applied  behind  each  ear. 

19th. — His  mental  faculties  very  much 
confused;  quite  unable  to  express  himself 
intelligibly.  Slept  tolerably  during  the  night ; 
pulse  languid ;  tongue  furred ;  bowels  open. 

Capt.  Haust.  Salin.  t.  d. 

20th. — l^  much  the  same  state.  He 
made  frequent  attempts  to  speAk,  and  ap- 


peared to  know  what  he  wanted,  but  I  could 
not  make  out  a  word.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
he  might  be  speaking  Hindostanee,  or  some 
Indian  language  that  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  in  former  days ;  but  his  lady,  who  had 
also  lived  in  India,  could  not  at  all  under- 
stand him. 

Ordered  a  large  blister  to  the  nucha,  and 
Haust.  Salin.  t.  d. 

21st. — Slept  well.  Pulse  soft  and  languid ; 
bowels  acting.  Has  taken  no  food,  eoLcept 
gruel  and  thm  broth,  at  present. 

Cont.  Haust.  Salin. 

24th. — ^No  particular  alteration  occurred 
till  this  morning,  when  he  made  me  under- 
stand that  he  felt  sick,  and  had  pain  in  the 
forehead.  He  could  not  recollect  the  name 
of  any  thing  or  person — for  instance,  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  who  met  me  in  con- 
sultation on  the  18th — ^but  he  had  some  slight 
remembrance  of  the  circumstance. 

A  blister  to  the  temple.    Blue  pill  and 
rhubarb  at  night.     Draughts  as  before. 

25th. — Pain  removed  from  the  forehead. 
Bowels  free;  tongue  deaner;  pulse  soft. 
More  generous  diet  allowed. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  mto  all  the 
details  of  this  case ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  as 
his  general  health  improved  he  regained  the 
power  of  language;  the  first  indication  of 
this,  which  I  observed,  was  his  asking  me, 
at  one  of  my  visits,  for  some  water,  in  Latin  : 
he  could  not  then  recollect  the  English  name 
of  it.  He  each  day  improved  in  this  respect 
until  he  could  speak  tolerably  well.  His 
memory,  however,  remained  feeble;  his  eye- 
sight, particularly  in  the  right  eye,  was  im- 
perfect, as  if  the  retina  were  partially  para- 
lysed; and  owing  to  this  failure  of  sight, 
coupled  with  an  incapability  of  directing  his 
attention  to  any  particular  object  for  even  a 
very  short  time,  he  found  it  impossible  to 
write,  or  to  attend  to  any  business  whatever. 
His  hands  also  were  tremulous,  and  the 
whole  muscular  system  weak  and  unsteady, 
perhaps  from  not  being  sufficiently  controlled 
by  his  debilitated  brain.* 

Several  months  elapsed  before  he  ap- 
peared to  be  much  stronger ;  but  at  length 
his  eyesight  was  restored,  and  his  faculties  in 
general  became  more  perfect.  His  digestive 
organs  were  kept  in  order  by  small  doses  of 
blue  pill  and  rhubarb,  and  saline  draughts. 
In  July  he  left  home  on  a  visit  of  some 
weeks'  durrtion  to  some  friends  in  a  distant 

*  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  a  memoir  on  the  Ner- 
vous System,  published  in  the  twenty-aeocmd 
volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurncal  Transactions, 
observes  that  in  cerebral  panuysis  the  irritability 
of  the  moscular  fibre  becomes  augmented  for 
want  of  the  application  of  the  stimulus  of  volition ; 
and  that  the  cerebrum  is  the  exhauster,  through 
its  acts  of  volition,  of  the  muscular  irritability. 
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ooirnty ;  and  on  hia  return  might  be  said  to  ing  consciousness ;  in  a  few  minutes  he  be- 
have quite  regained  his  usual  state  of  health,  came  sick,  and  vomited  the  largest  quantity 

The   impression,  at  the  time,  as  to  the  of  ingesta  I  ever  saw  rejected  from  the  human 

nature  of  the  attack,  was,  that  it  was  a  case  stomach.     The  vomiting  continued  at  inter- 

of  threatened  apoplejcy,   mitigated  by  the  vals  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  roused  him 

early  adoption   of  antiphlogistic  measures ;  still  more,  so  that  he  was  able  to  recognise 

that  effusion  had  taken  place,  and  that  the  persons  in  the  room,  and  to  make  inquiries  as 

gradual  amendment  in  the  patient's  health  to  what  had  been  the  matter ;  he  said  he  felt 

was    probably  consentaneous  with   the   ab*  very  weak  and  ill,  and  we  soon  got  him  into 

sorption  of  the  effused  fluid,  and  consequent  a  warm  bed.     An  hour  afterwards  he  was 

removal  of  pressure  from  the  brain.      From  able  to  answer  questions  readily,   and  ex- 

what  I  have  witnessed   in   the  subsequent  pressed  himself  extremely  desirous|of  getting 

attacks  about  to  be  related,  I  now  believe  it  sleep.     Gave  a  small  quantity  of  brandy  and 

to  have  been  nothing  more  than  sympathetic  water. 

functional  disorder  of  the  brain,  from  dis-  6th. — Slept  comfortably  in  the  night;  pulse 

turbance  of  the  digestive  organs ;  and  that  quiet ;  fikin  perspiring ;    tongue  furred ;   no 

the  slow  recovery  was  owing  to  the  debility  complaint  of  languor  and  sickness.     Took 

caused  by  abstraction  of  blood.  blue  pill  and  rhubarb   and    senna   draught 

On  the  5th  of  November,  in    the  same  during  the  day,  which  acted  freely  on  the 

year,  my  attendance  was  suddenly  required  bowels.     Could  bear  but  very  little  muscular 

by  the  same  gentleman  under  the  following  exertion ;   breathing  easy ;   slept  frequently 

circumstances : — About  three  hours  after  a  during  the  day. 

heavy  dinner,  he  appeared  to  his  family  to  7th.  —  Passed  another  good  night,   and 

be  a  little  confused  in  his  speech,  asking  for  awoke  refreshed.     Took  a  little  tea  and  toast, 

the  same  things  several  times  over,  and  then  No  sickness  nor  headache, 

forgetting  what  he  had  said.     I  was  quickly  C     t  H    at  9<*n 

on   the  spot,  and  found  his  manner  hurried  ^^  ' 

and  confused ;  his  tongue  furred ;  his  pulse  The  next  day  he  was  down  stairs,  oon- 
languid  and  feeble.  His  friends  urgently  versing  cheerfully  with  his  family;  took 
requested  me  to  bleed  him,  but  considering  gruel,  meat,  broth,  and  pudding.  Kept 
the  state  of  the  pulse,  I  recommended  in  pre-  bowels  free  with  senna  draughts.  I  con- 
ference a  purgative  dose  of  medicine,  and  tinned  to  see  him  daily  till  Uie  12th,  when 
with  some  difficulty  persuaded  them  to  allow  he  was  so  well  that  I  discontinued  my  at- 
thc  bleeding  to  be  deferred  for  the  present,  tendance. .  Ten  days  afterwards  I  called  again, 
He  took  directly  a  calomel  powder  and  a  and  found  him  remarkably  well,  able  to  walk 
strong  senna  draught.  About  half  an  hour  about  his  grounds,  and  to  take  drives  in  his 
afterwards  I  was  again  summoned  in  a  great  carriage  without  fatigue.  No  dimness  of 
hurry :  after  having  taken  his  medicine  he  sight  or  paralytic  affection  occasioned  by 
had  been  assisted  up  stairs,  but  as  soon  as  he  this  attack. 

hadseatedhimaelfin  his  easy  chair  he  groaned,  On  the  30th  of  May,  1840,  about  eight 
and  fell  forwards  insensible  upon  the  ground,  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  gentleman  had 
I  found  him  lying  on  the  floor  in  profound  another  fit.  He  was  seized  with  giddiness 
apoplexy.  Stertorous  breathing;  cold  skin;  as  he  was  coming  down  stairs,  and  shortly 
face  covered  with  cold  perspiration ;  great  after  he  fell  back  in  his  chair  insensible,  his 
insensibility ;  pulse  very  small  and  feeble ;  head  dropping  forwards  upon  his  chest,  and 
no  convulsive  movements.  Some  remarks  hisfacecoveredwith  cold  perspiration;  breath- 
were  made  reflecting  upon  my  not  having  ing  stertorous,  with  discharge  of  frothy  saliva 
bled  him  on  my  first  visit,  inferring  that  if  I  from  the  mouth ;  loss  of  muscular  power  in 
had  done  so  I  might  probably  have  prevented  the  limbs ;  skin  rather  cold ;  pulse  languid 
the  fit ;  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  and  laboiuing.  A  very  few  minutes  elapsed 
the  attendants  I  now  opened  a  vein,  but,  as  before  I  arrived,  and  his  lady  pressed  itae 
might  be  expected  from  the  state  of  the  much  to  bleed  him  forthwith,  having  already 
pulse,  not  more  than  an  ounce  flowed.  We  prepared  bandage,  basin,  &c.,  for  the  pur- 
then  put  his  feet  in  hot  water,  applied  strong  pose  ;  but  my  experience  of  his  former  at- 
hartshom  and  aromatic  vinegar  to  the  nos-  tacks,  and  a  knowledge  of  his  having  been  at 
trils,  and  endeavoured  to  make  h'm  swallow  a  dinner  party  the  evening  before,  deter- 
a  little  brandy  and  water,  for  I  thought  he  mined  me  not  to  bleed ;  and  although  the 
was  rapidly  sinking,  and  would  not  live  half  number  of^hours  which  had  elapsed  since  food 
an  hour.  The  hartshorn  at  length  caused  a  was  taken  seemed  to  point  out  that  vomiting 
convulsive  sigh,  and  by  applyina:  it  most  was  not  so  likely  to  afford  relief  as  in  the 
assiduously  be  was  roused  sufficiently  to  second  attack,  which  occurred  soon  after  a 
open  his  eyes,  and  ni^e  hir;  hand  tn  his  nose  meal,  yet  I  resolved  to  empty  the  stomach ; 
as  if  to  prevent  the  further  application  of  and  having  applied  strong  hartshorn  to  the 
the  stimulus ;  it  was  however  persevered  in,  nose  to  rouse  him,  managed  to  pour  down 
and  shortly  after  he  showed  signs  of  return-  his  throat  a  draught  of  senna,  containing  a 
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scrapie  cf  Ipecacuan  powder.     Hiifertwere  powerless;  left  leg  imperfect  fai  its   move' 

put  in  hot  water.     In  about  a  quarter  of  an  ments,  but  not  quite  paralysed ;  pulse  feebk* 

hour  he  appeared  gradually  to  r^ain  his  con-  and  indistinct ;   skin  oool,  with  a  tendency 

sciousness,  and  asked  in  a  hurried  manner  to   shivering ;    nausea,  and   a  sensation  of 

whether  he  had  been  ill.     He  said  he  felt  faintness.        Before    I    saw    her    she     had 

sick  and  must  go  to  bed,  but  he  was  not  swallowed  with  difficulty  a  little  wine    and 

allowed  to  move.     He  soon  began  to  recog-  water,  and  felt  the  better  for  it.     Tlae  first: 

nise  his  attendants,  and  asked  them  what  was  question  was,    ''Won't  you  bleed  ber  as 

the  matter.     Whilst  sensibility  was  thus  re-  soon  as  possible  ?"      I  did  not  feel  Alupn^^ 

turning,  and  before  vomiting  commenced,  to  accede  to  this ;   but,  from  the  depressed 

a  curious  phenomenon  occurred.     He  was  state  of  the  system  and  cold  surface,  in  pre- 

sitting  with  his  head  resting  upon  his  hand,  ferenoe  administered  a  little  more  warm  ^wine 

apd  ^s  elbow  supported  by  the  arm  of  the  and  water,  and  got  her  into  a  warm  bed,  with 

chair ;  and  whilst  in  this  position  he  had  the  head  and  shoulders  a  good  deal  raisiMl. 
frequent  twitches  of  the  trapezius  muscle,  Applic.  Empl.  LyttK  Ampl.  NuehiE. 

pulling  the  head  towards  the  shoulder.     I         -n  -hr         civ..'      t^o  w* 

observed  at  the  same  time  similar  convulsive        9>  Magn.  Sulph.  5rj. ;  Inf.  Senn«,  Jvj. ; 

movements,   synchronous  with  the  former,  ir*^„    ^^J.*^'  P'''JZ'  '^'^IP^-  Sy-; 

of  the  rect^  extemus  occuli,  turning  the  eye  tL^^^T'  ^  ••'•  Ta-  ^^'^^,^^'     ^^ 

towards  the  outer  canthus*.     Aft<i  he  hid  ?^^'   ^'  "^  ^^  ^^"^  ^^"^  "^^ 

vomited    these    twitches    ceased,   and   the  oenerespona. 

powers  of  the  brain  seemed  much  restored :         H    o  clock  p.m.  — Rather  drowsy,   but 

he  vomited  a  second  time,   and  then  ap-  «»«»ly  roused ;   breathing  quite  natural  and 

peared   perfectly   sensible    of   every    thing  easy;  pulse  72,  and  soft ;  skin  warm;  speech 

that   was   passing ;    breathing   became  na-  ^^  imperfect ;  left  leg  less  powerless ;  pam 

tural ;    took  some  aperient  pills  and  senna  ""  the  forehead  mtermitting ;   says  she  feels 

draught,  and  lay  in  a  recumbent  posture  on  «»ore  comfortable  in  every  respect ;   blister 

a  sofa.     The  medicine  soon  acted  powerfuUy  drawmg ;  bowels  not  yet  relieved, 
upon  the  bowels,  and  in  a  few  hours  he  was  Cont.  Mist, 

sufficiently  recovered  to  read  a  letter  written        24th.  — 7   A.i«.      Slept    quietly  several 

in  a  rather  iUegible  hand.     In  a  few  days  he  tfanes  for  about  an  hour,  without  dreammg ; 

was  quite  weU,  and  has  remained  in  good  i^ad  taken  all  the  mixture,   and  swallowed 

health  to  the  present  time.  the  last  dose  without  difficulty ;  skin  warm  : 

Cas«  Ih^HemipUffia  cured  without  P^^  ^^LIJT!!  if^.  Po^^rfolly   thiee 

t,i/^j-  times;   vomited   once;    can  move   the  leg 

\  ,  freely,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  moves  the 

Mrs.  S.,  a  farrier's  wife,  set.  fifty-dght  forearm  in  the  directions  of  flexion,  exten> 

years,  thin,  but  active  and  industrious,  ex-  gion,   and    rotation,   to   some  considerable 

perienced  a  numbness  in  her  left  hand  whUst  extent.      I  had  intended  to  apply  leeches  to 

preparing  dinner  for  her  family,  which  pre-  tjje  right  temple  this  mornmg,  but  the  pain 

vented  her  holding  what  she  was  usmg  at  the  j^juj  ^  j^^^h  abated  that  I  postponed  it  for 

time.     This  occurred  about  noon,  on  the  the  present.     Takes  gruel,  tea,  and  milk. 
23d  of  January,    1840,   and  was   quickly        „   ^^  g^j  ,     ^^  .    j^^    ^^       . 

foUowed  by  darting  pains  in  the  right  tem-  inf!^;^„«    aa    ^ij.* ;   Tr.'  Hyos.*  aj!  ] 

pie.  Feehng  very  miweU,  she  mam«ed  o  get  ^  .       m.     C(Ul.  larg.  ij.  4tis 

up  stairs  mto  her  bed-room,   and  almost  ,  ^    *  ■*•'  *    ' 

immediately  lost  her  speech  and  the  use  of 

the  left  leg  and  arm.  She  had  for  some  9  p.m.— Much  inclined  to  sleep,  but  quite 
weeks  previously  felt  occasional  pain  and  »eiwible  and  coUected  when  awake  ;  pulse 
numbness  in  the  left  forearm,  which  she  con-  60,  regukr,  and  soft ;  skm  moist ;  can  lift 
mdered  to  be  rheumatism,  and  scarcely  ^^  1^^  arm  out  of  bed,  and,  when  sitting  up 
worthy  of  notice.  I  saw  her  at  3  p.m.,  and  m  bed,  can  raise  her  hand  to  the  top  of  her 
found  her  sitting  in  a  laige  easy  chair,  with  head,  but  says  the  elbow  feels  heavy ;  urine 
the  following  symptoms: — left  cheek  par-  scanty, 
tially  paralysed,  and  mouth  drawn  to  the  Cont.  ^fi8t. 
opposite  side ;  articulation  very  imperfect ;  25th.  —  Found  her  dressed  and  sitting 
pain  in  right  temple,  but  less  severe  than  at  up  in  an  easy  chair ;  can  walk  about  the 
first  ;  left  arm  hanging  by  her  side  quite  room,  and  move  the  arm  almost  without 
— difficulty;    no  vertigo;   pulse  72;    boweld 

♦This  occurred  during  nausea,  and  before  the  open ;  no  drowsiness ;  very  little  distortion  of 

brain  had  regained  its  natural  powers.    Was  it  ^iT  ^^,,4.1,  ' 

not  produced  by  the  state  of  the  stomach  influ-  ^'*^™™'**    ,,  .     .      «     .       , 

encing  the  spinal  accessory,  and  the  sixth  nerve,        2otn. — Katber  more  pam  m  the  temple, 

through  the  medium  of  the  par  vagum  and  great  for  which  a  blister  was  applied  behind  the 

sympathetic  ?     It  ceased  as  soon  as  the  brain  ^^ 

recovered,  and  the  equilibrium  of  the  nervous  ''""  ^     ^   »*•  *. 

system  was  restored.  Cont.  Mist. 
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27th.  —  Blister  drawn  well,  and  paSn  in  and  rattonally.    8kin  warm,  especially  about 

forehead  remoTed ;  tongue  milky }  complains  the  head }  although  he  said  if  he  went  near 

of  slight  numbness  at  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  the  door  he  was  inclined  to  become  chill.  Pulse 

and  feels  languid.  rather  full.     Prew  about  eight   ounces  of 

9>  Inf.   Gentian ;  Dec.  Aloes,  c.  aa.  ^iv.  ^^^^   ^on™   tl»e  arm,  and  gave   aperients. 

M.      Cochl.  larg.  ij.   t.    d.     To  take  Next  day  much  better;  no  disturbance  about 

mutton  broth  with  bread.  the  head;  bowels  well  relieved. 

29th.— Improving;  sits  up  several  hours,         9th.--Outfora  walk  when  called  upon,  his 

and  walks  about  the  room.    ^  fnends  stebng  that  he  was  quite  wdl  ag^n. 

Cass  Iv. — A  young  man  was  attacked  on 

Cont.  Mist.  the  10th  of  June,  1840.  with  the  following 

3l9t. — Complains  of  languor  and  faintness;  symptoms: — He  had  been  employed  all  the 

tongued  furred ;  pulse  quiet.  previous  day  and  night  serving  customers  with 

9,  Quinse  Sulph.  gr.  viij. ;  Acid.  Sulph.  beer.  &c.,  at  a  pubUc  house  where  a  club  feast 

dil.  5s8. ;  Inf.  Gentian,  c.  ^viiss. ;  Syr.  ^^  b«en  held.     He  dmed  with  the  club,  ate 

Zingib.  5ss.     M.     Cochl.  Urg.  ij.  t.  d.  heartily,  but  did  not  drink  much  beer.  Early 

v  u    nj      D       1       1.     a:  •    ..1      i-      j  in  the  morning  he  was  employed  to  cart  fsg- 

Feb^2d._BoweUnot«.ffiaenUyreUeyed;  goto,  but  felt  LweU,  and  w J  sick  beforehe 

ordered  a  wine  glassful  of  the  fi^  ^oebc  g^     j^^  ^^^^  ,  ^       y„^  ^  ^^ 

mutture  every  mornmg ;  tongue  covered  with  ^^  ^^  ^^  .^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^    ^^  ^f 

^'iT  L^  *  ^i!"?'^  ^i'  the  stomach;  and  was  obliged  to  be  ciiried 

relishes  food ;  can  move  the  hmbs  freely  ;nOi  a  v?        ji.u 

,-  . ..       -' ,  *u      rr.  *i    iL  home.     A  surgeon,  who  chanced  to  be  near, 

d«tort.onoftheinou«..     To  remove  the  far  y^  ^^  .nd^avi  him  salte.     I  saw  him 

from  the  tongue  M»d  ™prove  the  jecrehon,  ^^        hour  after  the  bleeding:   he  was 

to  take  a  small  doK  of  blue  piU  «t.d  rhubarb  ,^  j,.^  ^        ^^       ^ 

muLe  '"™°''  «>»ndandMfti    surface  warm;   b^athing 

i^fk  '   T  1  easy.      Attendants  said  he  had  complained 

i4tn.—  iongue  Clean.  ^^^^j^  j^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  bleeding;  but 

Somat.  Pil.  noct.  ter  in  hebdom.      Cont.  when  I  roused  him  he  comphuned  of  pain  in 

Q^oixi-  his  stomach.     I  requested  him  to  rise  up  in 

Gets  down  stairs  daily.  bed,  which  he  did  very  slowly,  and  with 

May  4th. — ^This  patient  has  been  gradually  difficulty ;  but  when  up  could  make  a  fyW 

improving,  and  is  now  able  to  resume  her  inspiration  without  pain.     Fell  into  a  dose 

duties  as  mistress  of  the  family.     The  left  again  as  soon  as  left  to  himself.     I  thought 

ami  is  still  weaker  than  the  other,  and  will  it  possible  that    his  drowsiness  might  be 

not  bear  prolonged  exertion ;  but  she  can  the  consequence  of  fatigue,  and  therefore  did 

sew,  &c.  with  considerable  facility.  not  repeat  the  bleeding.   In  about  two  hours 

August. — Health  good ;  takes  no  medicine  his  father  came  to  teU  me  he  was  quite  in- 

but  an  occasional  aperient.  sensible,  and  could  not  speak ;  was  very  hot. 

Cask  III. — John  Took,  let.  sixteen  years,  and  frequentiy  rolled  his  eyes  about, 
a  strong  fijnning  Ud  was  taken  ""-Jdenly  ill        q^^^  ,  ,„^  ^„,t^  to  the  pit  of  the 
^  a  dub  feast  on  the  6th  of  June,  1840.  ^„uch,  Ld    semia  and  silto  every 

My  assistant  saw  him  at  10  p.m.     He  was  three  hours 

alternately  drowsy  and  delirious,  and  could 

not  be  made  sensible  of  what  passed  around         11th,  a.m. — Still  very  drowsy,  and  diffi- 

hiin.    Pulse  small;  extremities  cold;  head  and  cult  to  rouse.      Skin  warm;    pulse  feeble, 

face  hot  and  flushed.     Ordered  purgatives.  Warm  bath,  after  which  the  boweb  acted  for 

and  mustard  poultices  to  the  feet.     Next  the  first  time. 

morning  more  flushed  in  the  face,  and  coma-         12th. — Soisorium  much  oppressed ;  eyes 

tose,  but  pulse  stiU  very  small  and  compres-  frequentiy  half  opened,  turned  upwards,  and 

sible.     Could  not  be  made  to  swallow  his  moved  from  side  to  side.    Pulse  large,  and 

medicine ;   and  was  very  boisterous  when  inclined  to  double  beat :  perspiration  profuse 

roused.     This  was  the  report  given  me  by  about  the  head  and  face :  bowels  not  open. 

my  assistant,  who  thought  he  ought  to  have  Cut  his  hair  off,  and  applied  vinegar  cloths 

bled  him,  but  was  afraid  to  do  so  from  the  to   the  head.     Roused  him  sufficiently   to 

state  of  the  pulse.     I  recommended  a  large  make  him  swallow  half  an  ounce  of  castor 

blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  a  purga-  oil,  the  taste  of  which  greatly  displeased  him, 

tive  clyster.     At  night  I  went  to  see  hun,  and  he  afterwards  complained  of  being  sick. 

and  fo^d  tb^  a^r  the  blister  had  been  on        Empl.  Lytt«  Ampl.  nuch«.  Mist.  Sennas 
a  few  hours  he  fell  asleep,  and  had  remamed  .s^  .  J  •  '^ 

quite  quiet  till  about  an  hour  before  I  ar- 
rived, when  he  became  sensible,  dressed  him-         13th. — Answers    questions    much    more 

self,  and  said  he  did  not  recollect  anything  readily  than  yesterday,  and  says  he  is  quite 

about  being  ill.    When  I  saw  him  he  was  free  firom  pain.     Blister  drawn  well.     Head 

down  stairs  in  a  chair,  and  talked  cheerfully  cool,  still  covered  with  wet  cloths :  pulse  72, 


S12 


MR.  COPEMAN  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF 


regular.    Still  doses  when  left  alone.   Bowels 
not  open. 

Adhib.    Enema.     Pil.   purgant.    ij.    4ti8 
horis. 

15th. — Bowels  well  relieved.  Convalescent. 

Case  V. — ^Mrs.  W,  set.  fifty-eight,  a  lady 
of  nervous  temperament,  and  rather  full  habit, 
the  mother  of  a  largb  family,  was  seized, 
whilst  at  work  in  her  garden,  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  of  June,  1838,  with  numbness 
and  loss  of  power  in  her  left  leg,  which, 
after  a  few  minutes,  increased  so  as  to  oblige 
her  to  fall  to  the  ground.  The  day  was 
warm,  and  she  had  exerted  herself  sufficiently 
to  cause  profuse  perspiration.  With  a  little 
assistance  she  was  soon  sufficiently  recovered 
to  walk  into  her  house,  and  upstairs  to  bed  ; 
but  on  the  following  morning,  finding  that  the 
numbness  of  the  limb  remained,  she  re- 
quested my  attendance.  Two  rhubarb  pills 
had  been  taken,  and  had  acted  freely  on  the 
bowels. 

I  found  her  in  a  state  of  high  nervous 
excitement,  with  partial  paralysis  of  the  left 
arm  and  leg ;  the  left  side  of  the  face  was 
also  slightly  affected.  Pulse  frequent  and 
jerking ;  tongue  rather  foul :  no  pain  in  thft 
head,  or  intolerance  of  light.  Ordered  a 
composing  draught,  and  saw  her  again  in  a 
few  hours.  No  headache:  pulse  steadier, 
but  full.     Limbs  in  same  state. 

Veneesectio  ad  ^^^j*  >  ^^^  small  doses  of 
calomel  and  opium  every  four  hours. 

16ih,  10  A.M. — Complete  paralysis  of  the 
left  side ;  but  no  headache,  or  symptoms  of 
inflamed. brain.  Skin  perspiring:  sensation 
in  the  affected  limbs  perfect :  complains  of 
cickness. 

S  P.M.  More  nervous  excitement,  and 
pulse  jerking.  Slight,  power  of  closmg  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand.  Had  some  sleep 
since  the  momipg.  Her  son,  a  medical 
practitioner,  came  to  see  her,  and  advised 
more  bleeding. 

V.  S.  ad^xvj.  Sumat.  Calom.  gr.  j. ;  Extr. 
Col.  c.  gr.  iv.  4tis  horis. 

17th. — No  amendment  in  the  state  of  the 
limbs ;  left  side  of  the  face  paralyzed ;  pulse 
quiet ;  bowels  not  open. 

Haust.  Sennte  4ti8  horis. 

Stomach  irritable,  but  very  little  vomiting. 

P.M. — Bowels  acting  freely,  and  has  had 
some  sleep. 

18th. — Bowels  very  open;  more  depres- 
sion than  yesterday  ]  no  return  of  power  in 
the  paraijzed  parts. 

Applic.  Empl.  Lyttw  Nuehse. 

19th, — Bowels  acted  freely  in  the  night. 
Strong  mercurial  foetor  in  the  breath,  and 


ulceration  of  the  lining   membrane  of  tha 
mouth. 

Omit  Pil.  et  utat.  Garg.  Chlor.  Calcis. 

22d. — Has  taken  a  little  meat  broth*  and 
enjoyed  it ;  no  power  in  the  paralysed  limbs ; 
got  some  comfortable  sleep  in  the  niglit. 

25th. — Mouth  still  sore ;  bowels  act  daily 
without  medicine ;  appetite  improved  ;  takes 
milk  and  meat  broth. 

28th.  —  Can  move  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger of  the  left  handy  and  draw  the  leg  a 
little  up  in  the  bed. 

30th. — General  health  improvinip ;  more 
movement  in  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand ; 
takes  meat  broth  freely. 

Nothing  more  of  importance  occurred  for 
some  time.  As  the  general  health  improved, 
the  state  of  the  limbs  improved  also  ;  and 
in  course  of  time  the  patient  could  walk 
across  the  room  with  little  assistancet  and 
could  use  the  forearm  sufficiently  to  amnse 
herself  with  knitting.  She  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  diet,  and  rode  out  frequently  in  her 
carriage. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1838,  I  was 
called  in  again,  on  account  of  pain  and  of 
heaviness  in  tiie  head.  Tongue  furred; 
appetite  failing;  occasional  chSls  followed 
by  heat ;  bowels  not  so  much  open  as  usual ; 
pulse  excited,  beating  120  in  a  minute ;  no  , 
giddiness ;  no  tinnitus. 

R  Magn.  Sulph.  ^ss. ;  Inf.  Sennse,  Dec. 
Aloes,  c.  aa.  ,^ij.  M.  4ta.  part.  4tii 
horis.  Pediluvium. 

10th. — ^Bowels  well  relieved ;  head  better ; 
pulse  108  in  the  morning,  98  in  the  evening ; 
no  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  limbs. 

Cont.  Mist. 

11th.  —  Head  still  uncomfortable  firom 
heaviness,  but  not  painful ;  pulse  96. 

Cont.  Med.  et  applic.  Hinid.  iij.  pope 
Atramque  aurem. 

12th.  —  Head  better;  pulse  90;  bowels 
relaxed ;  tongue  cleaner. 

Applic.  Hirud.  iij.  pone  utr.  aurem  ;  Cont. 

MiKt. 

14th. — No  uneasy  sensation  in  the  head. 
No  further  treatment  required  at  pre^nt. 

Several  times  during  the  next  year  this 
lady  had  attacks  of  nervous  excitement  and 
disordered  stomach,  and  was  occasionally 
bled  to  the  amount  of  a  few  ounces,  which 
generally  alForded  temporary  relief;  but  the 
state  of  the  limbs  remained  much  as  usual 
until  the  6th  of  December,  1839,  when,  after 
having  ascended  a  steep  flight  of  steps,  chiefly 
by  her  own  exertions,  she  suddenly  perceived 
a  difficulty  in  speaking,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
her  articulation  became  very  imperfect,  and 
the  paralytic  limbs  more  feeble  than  before. 
Pulse  frequent  and  jerking ;    mouth  more 
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drawn  to  one  dde.    She  was  bled  to  eight  or  4.  That  the  effort  of  vomiting  is  not 

nine  onnoea,  and  took  aenna  draughts.    In  so  prejudicial  in  these  diseases  as  is 

the  evening  she  felt  better,  and  the  bowels  generally  supposed, 

had  acted  freely.    The  blood  was  remarkably  5.  That  counter-irritation,  both  ex- 

tenadous  and  siiy,  and  adhered  to  the  fingers  ternal  and  internal,  is  a  valuable  means 

^£J5^"®*'   ,         ^  „       , ,              ,  ^ ...  of  affording  relief  to  the  symptoms  im- 

This  attack  was  foUowed  by  more  debibty  mediately  succeeding  the  attack, 

both  of  body  andmmd.  When  depressed  more  ^                     ° 
than  usual,  Spirits  of  Ammonia  and  Cam-  •       1,  Apoplectic  and  paralytic  affections 

phor  mixture  afforded  relief,    and  a  light  ^y  j^  ,^^^g  without  there  being 

bitter  tome  was  prMcnbed  for  general  iwe.  ^       -^  ^^^^,^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^,„, 

In  May  1840,  the  mental  powers  of  my  tii-^ai               ja 

patient  were  much  diminished,  and  her  me-  ,    In  case  1,  the  firat  attack  seemed  to 

mory  much  impaired.    There  was  an  ap-  be  the  result  of  effusion  and  pressure 

pearance  of  languor  and  listlessness  which  I  on  the  brain  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  the 

had  not  seen  in  so  great  a  degree  before,  but  2d  and  3d  attacks,  although  much  more 

I  aoertained  from  the  family  that  it  had  been  severe  at  the  commencement,  could  not 

gradually  increasing  for  several  months,  and  have  depended  upon  such  a  cause,  or 

they  all  obsenred  how  much  she  was  alter-  recovery  would  not  have  been  so  rapid 

ing  for  the  worse.  and  perfect.     It  is  probable,  therefore, 

On  the  18th  of  June  hist  this  kdy  and  her  that  the  first  as  wefi  as  the  others  arose 

fi^mUy  were  thrown  into  the  greatest  afflic-  from  disorder  of  function,  and  not  from 

tion  by  the  sudden  death  of  her  husband,  organic  disease.     For  the  same  reasons, 

He  was  devotedly  attach^  to  hi«  family,  ^he  case  of  Hemiplegia  (No.  2)  must 

and  equaUy  be  oved  by  them  :  he  had  been  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  functional  disturbance 

her  constant  attendant  and  nu««  ever  sm«  ^  ^    ^    j        ^          ^         ^^.^^    ^ 

the  commencement  of  her  illness,  and  died  ,  |      ■,            ' 

in  the  act  of  dragging  her  about  in  a  small  °*^?  ?^  serum. 

hand  carriage.     It  was  hnpossible  to  antici-  ".  {^^""^  »»f  ^  ^^^^  "»"/  instances  in 

pate  the  eifect  sudi  a  severe  shock  would  which  it  has  been  proved  that  not  only 

have  upon  her  in  her  debilitated  condition,  a  general  derangement  of  the  functions 

but  I  feared  it  would  be  more  than  sheoould  ot  the  nervous   symptoms  producing 

bear,  and  that  she  wouUl  sink  under  it.    The  apoplexy,  but  also  partial  effects  of  a 

immediate  effect  was  to  stupify  her ;  she  sat  Similar  nature,  causing  hemiplegia  and 

by  the  corpse  unmoved,  and  could  not  be  paralysis,  may  take  place,  without  any 

made  to  believe  that   he  was  really  dead,  visible  change  of  structure  in  the  brain." 

She  witnessed  the  sorrow  and  distress  of  her  — Ahernethy  on  lioeal  Diseases, 
children,  bat  give  vent  to  no  expression  of 

feeling  herself  for  many  hours.     She  gradu-  2.  These    diseases  qften  occur  from 

ally,  however,  became  convinced  of  the  me-  other  causes  than  compression  0]  the 

lancholy  truth,  and,  strange  to  say,  has  since  brain* 

considerably  rsUicd  from  her  previous  state  j^  ^y^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^    ^^  j     ^hat 

SlrSL^rr^'b^'  rZ.t'''^:  -  genenmy  considered  symptoms  of 

appears  to  feel  that  she  U  now  required  to  compression  were  very  marked ;    but 

lil^more  exertion,  and  has,  to  a  certain  ^"^  pressure  been  the  cause  of  them, 

extent,  been  wonderfully  enabled  to  do  do.  "^^  could  recovery  have  taken  place 

so  rapidly,  and  relief  have  been  afiorded 

From  the  cases  above  narrated,  and  immediately  on  the  stomach  rejecting 

from  others  of  a  similar  uatiire,  I  have  its  contents  ?    This  leads  me  to  make  a 

been  led  to  draw  the  following  infer-  few  remarks  on  the  effects  of  pressure 

ences : —  on  the  brain.    I  have  often  witnessed 

1.  That i^plectic and  paralytic affec-  pressure  on  the  brain  from  external 
tioos  may  take  place  in  an  extreme  violence  without  the  symptoms  attri- 
degree  without  organic  disease  of  the  buted  to  compression.  In  the  1 8th 
brain.  volume  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  a  re- 

2.  That  they  often  occur  from  other  markable  case  is  reported  by  Mr.  John- 
caases  than  pressure  on  the  brain.  son,  where  a  boy  presented  himself  at 

3.  That  bleeding,  so  far  from  being  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  hospital  with 
always  necessary,  is  in  many  instances  the  thick  part  or  screw  of  the  breech 
prejudicial.  pin  of  a  gun  firmly  impacted  in  the 

•  o^  V  ^«^~Z1  ♦s — ^  .u-  1.  -•  *i  -.    wi...^  frontal  bone,  the  part  which  fastens  on 

«  Boerhaave  mentions  a  thick  glutinous  blood  .1.      .     1          •     ^'^     i-i         «              on 

as  a  cause  of  apoplexy.  the  Stock  projecting  like  a  hom.    Tlie 

682.— XXVII.  2  L 
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jMiticnt  had  no  symptoms  of  compres-  3.  Bleeding,  90  far  from  heimg  uhoissfs 

sion  till  the  pressure  was  removed  by  necessary,  is  in  many  instances  pne- 

the  extraction  of  the  foreign  body.    In  judicial. 

the  same  report  are  two  other  cases  of  I  am  much  inclined  to  the  opinion 
fracture  of  the  skull  with  depression  to  that  apoplectic  and  paralytic  seizures 
the  extent  of  the  thickness  of  the  are  frequently  diseases  of  debility, 
cranium,  without  symptoms  of  compres-  especially  in  persons  advanced  in  years  ; 
sion.  .  and  that  the  brain  does  not  well  bear 
A  little  boy  in  my  neighbourhood  detraction  of  blood  in  addition  to  the 
fell  from  a  horse,  receiving  a  severe  shock  of  the  attack, 
wound  in  the  forehead,  and  another  at  Celsus  says,  "  Si  omnia  membra 
the  back  part  of  the  head,  where  the  vehementa  resolute  sunt,  sanguinis  de- 
cranium  Vas  fractured  and  depressed  tractio  vel  X)ccidit,  vel  liberate''  and 
to  the  extent  of  the  thickness  of  the  again,  "  Post  sanguinis  missionem,  si 
bone.  He  was  stunned  by  the  blow  at  non  redit  et  motus  et  meus,  nihil  spei 
first,  but  soon  recovered,  without  symp-  superest." 

toms  of  compression,  and  without  tne  Hippocrates  says  that  bleeding,  ex- 
depressed  portion  of  bone  bein?  raised,  cept  it  relieves,  kills.  Boerhaave  men- 
He  now  enjoys  good  health,  tn^  pres-  dons  a  co2^/7A/tf^maftc  cause  of  apoplexy, 
sure  on  the  brain  still  remaining.  Galen  says  "  Paralyticorum  parvus 
A  child  was  affected  with  congenital  pulsus,  languidus,  tandusque  est.  Non- 
hydrocephaluB ;  the  head  gradually  nuUis  rams  auoque,  aliis  creber,  sed 
enlareea,  until,  at  the  age  of  8  months,  nonnihil  inoroinate  intermittens.  Est 
it  had  attained  the  following  dimen-  enim  parvus  et  tardus,  quia  morbus  est 
Bion8,viz.: — Circumference, 244 inches;  frigidus :  languidus,  quod /acu/f /?«  iu- 
from  ear  to  ear  over  the  top  of  the  head,  Jirmior.  Comitialium  et  attonitonim 
15|  inches ;  width  between  the  frontal  pulsus  sunt  similes."  **  Quorum  trium 
protuberances,  4^  inches.  morborum,  frigidus,    crassnsquc  :   aut 

At  the  age  of  13  months  the  size  of  omnino  viscidus  humor  est  causa." 
the  head  was  as  follows  : — Circum-  In  all  cases  of  apoplexy  or  paralysis, 
ference,  26  inches ;  from  ear  to  ear  in  which  the  cause  is  dubious,  "  and 
over  the  top  of  the  head,  18  inches.  such,  on  the  first  examination  of  them. 
During  the  whole  period  referred  to,  the  majority  of  them  will  probably  be, 
this  child  had  never  been  really  ill.  it  seems  right  to  tir  the  effect  of  cor- 
The  appetite  was  good,  and  its  Senses  recting  disorder  of  tne  digestive  organs, 
unimpaired.  Bowels  were  regular  and  with  a  view  to  alleviate  nervous  irrita- 
healthy,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  months  tion,  before  we  proceed  to  those  severer 
had  cut  two  teeth  without  difficulty,  methods,  which  the  belief  of  the  cris- 
At  the  time  of  the  last  measurement  of  tence  of  organic  or  vascular  disease  in 
the  head,  I  find  the  following  report  the  brain  would  induce  us  to  institute, 
in  my  case-book : — "  The  child  is  much  For  if  blood-letting  and  countcr-irrita- 
the  same  as  to  general  health,  its  facul-  tion  be  employed,  in  order  to  diminish 
ties  are  still  tolerably  perfect,  its  temper  vascular  a<*tion ;  or  if  mercury  be  used 
is  cheerful,  and  it  knows  its  attendants  to  some  extent,  in  order  to  induce  the 
perfectly  well.  The  body  is  more  absorjjtion  of  deposited  substance;  these 
emaciated.  About  a  week  after  this  measures  must  f^gravate  that  disorder 
the  child  died  suddenly  with  slight  con-  of  the  general  health,  upon  which,  in 
Tulsions,  but  had  not  previously  been  many  instances,  the  nervous  affection 
worse  than  usual."  depends ." — A  bemethy  on  Local  Diseases. 
It  is  thus  beyond  a  question  that  In  the  first  attack,  case  1,  bleeding 
pressure  upon  the  brain  may  exist  to  a  was  carried  to  some  extent,  and  the 
grreater  extent  than  can  be  imagined  recovery  was  very  tedious,  a  diminution 
to* occur  from  loaded  bl5od* vessels,  in  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system 
without  apoplectic  or  paralytic  sym^-  remaining  for  a  considerable  time.  In 
toms  bein^  produced.  Compression  is  the  2d  and  3d  attacks,  in  which  bleed- 
not  the  only  cause  capable  of  producing  ing  was  not  resorted  to,  the  recovery 
tliose  symptoms,  ana  I  am  inclined  to  was  rapid  and  complete, 
believe  that  such  a  cause  does  not  exist  In  tne  case  of  hemiplegia  (case  2) 
in  a  majority  of  ^he  cases  of  apoplexy  the  patient  was  several  times  in  the 
tliat  present  themselves.  course  oC   her   illness    affected  witli 
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symptoms  indicating  debility,  which  been  the  subjeot  of  general  dropsy,  and 
were  relieved  by  tonics;  and  I  am  much  in  a  very  weak  condition,  became  in- 
inclined  to  tliink,  if  bleedinff  had  been  sensible,  and  had  all  the  symptoms  of 
practised,  the  cure  would  nave  been  serous  apoplexy.  No  bleeding*  could 
more  tedious  and  less  perfect.  be  practised  on  account  of  the  debihty 

In  case  5,   in  which  bleeding  was  present;  neither,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 

scveral  times  resorted  to,  the  pardlysis  lection,  could  he  be  made  to  swallow 

has  become  permanent,  and  frequently  anything.    The  physiciim  under  whose 

the  general  powers  of  the  body  have  care  he  was  placed  ordered  blisters  to 

declined.     Tne  excitement  caused  by  be  applied  in  succession,  I  mie;ht  say, 

the  heavy  loss  the  patient  sustsiined  in  almost  all  over  the  body.    On  tne  back 

the  death  of  her  husband,  has  produced  of  the  neck,  on  both  arms,  both  thighs 

amendment  in  her  condition.  and  legs,  soles  of  the  feet,  and  I  think 

In  case  4,  in  a  young  subject,  bleed-  on  the  top  of  the  head.  In  two  or 
ing  was  followed  by  coma,  but  whether  three  days  the  patient  regained  his 
as  a  consequence  or  not  I  cannot  pre-  senses,  and  recovered  from  his  a^K)plexy. 
tend  to  determine,  as  I  did  not  see  the  A  question  of  great  importance  re- 
state of  the  patient  before  he  was  bled,  mains  to  be  discussed,  namely,  whether 
I  merely  record  the  fact.  In  case  3,  there, are  symptoms  generally  present 
the  boy  had  recovered  from  the  symp-  in  calses  of  apoplexy  and  paralysis, 
toms  of  disordered  brain  before  he  was  which,  by  strict  observation,  may  enable 
bled,  although  probably  according  to  us  to  distinguish  clearly  between  those 
tlic  general  o^iinion  he  was  in  circum-  which  require  bleeding,  and  those 
stances  especially  demanding  abstiac-  which  would  be  better  treated  without 
tion  of  blood.  it.      I  frankly  confess  my  inability  to 

4.  The  effort  of  vomiting  is  not  so  in-  answer  it  satisfactorily,  and  find  that 
jurious  in  these  diseases  as  is  gene-  others  have  iUso  failed  in  doing  so.  If 
rally  supposed,  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  an  opinion, 

The  2d  and  3d  attacks  in   case   1,  I  should  say  that  bleeding  is  uuneces- 

were  very  much  benefited  by  it,  and  no  sary  or  prejudicial  where  the  patient  is 

prejudicial  effect  followed.  60  years  of  ace  or  upwards ;  where  the 

5.  CtfunteT'-irrUation,  external  and  in-  pulse  is  feeble,  very  frequent,  inter- 
tcmal,  is  a  valuable  means  qf  offbrd-  mitting,  slow,  or  large,  and  inclined 
ing  relitf  to  the  symptoms  imme-  to  double  beat,  (I  have  always  found 
diately  succeeding  the  attack.  a  pulse  with  double  beat  indicative  of 

By  internal  countf-r-inritatfon,  I  mean  a  state  of  system  best  relieved  by  dif- 

irrilation  produced  thromjh  the  medium  fusible  stimuli,)  where  the  respiration 

of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  by  emetics,  is  laboured  and  c'lccomi  auicd  with  cold 

purgatives,  or  nauseating  medicines.    I  perspiration  ;     where   there    is   gvcvit 

well  remember,  during  my  ai>prentice-  mobility  of  the  nervous  system  with 

shin,  being  sent  to  vi.-vit  a  poor  woman  weak  muscles,  whether  the  body  be 

in  Norwich,  who  had  been  taken  in  a  tliin  or  corpulent ;    when  the  attack 

fit.     I  found  her  apoplectic ;  and  owing  comes  on  soon  after  a  full  meal,  or  after 

to  a  suspicion  of  her  symptoms  having  great  bodily  or  mental  fatigue, 

been  occasioned  by  taking  laudanum,  Aquick,wiry,  resisting  pulse,  flushed 

(which  however  was  afterwards  proved  countenance,  warm  perspiration,  noisy 

to  have  been  unfounded,)  a  fellow  pupil  breathing,  and  a  teudency  to  spasmodic 

and    myself  proceeded  to  em])ty  her  muscular  contraction,  occurring  in  per- 

stomach  by   means  of   the   stomach-  sons  of  an  earlier  age,  seem  to  point 

pump.     The  stimulus  caused   by  the  out  a  necessity  for  resorting  to  abbtrac- 

iiitroduction  of  the  tube,  and  injection  tion  of  blood;  but  1  believe  there  will 

of  water  into  the  stomach,  roused  her  be  less  danger  in  not  bleeding  in  any 

from  her  state  of  insensibility,  and  she  case,  than  in  always  having  recourse  to 

quickly  recovered.     As  a  proof  of  the  it,  where  there  are  some  circumstances 

occasional    good    effects    of    external  indicative  of  the  propriety  of  its  em- 

counter-irritiition,  in  addition  to  what  plm-ment. 

appears  from  the  cases  above  recorded,  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  obscrva- 

I  sliail  briefly  refer  to  a  circumstance  tions  that  I  have  offered  uj  on  this  most 

which  occurred  at  the  Norfolk   and  interesting  subject  are  very  imperfect, 

Norwich  hospital,  during  my  residence  and,  from  my  limited  experience,  cannot 

in  that  institution.    A  mai»  who  had  be  conclusive  either    as    regards  the 
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nature  or  the  treatrnent  of  the  diseases  tions  of  the  tonsils,  leeches  to  the  throat, 

under  consideration.    My  own  mind,  emetics,  purgatives,  diaphoretics,   and 

however,  is  strongly  impressed  with  in  some  instances  general    depletioii, 

thetruthofthe  inferences  I  have  drawn,  with  considerahle  benefit,  but    Inr   no 

in  opposition  to  the  more  prevailing  means  with  universal  success.     I  have, 

opinions  of  the  day.     If  they  oe  correct  however,   found  that  by  the    use     of 

I  shall  be  elad  to  find  them  confirmed  guaiacum  alone  I  am  able  to  effect  a 

by  those  wno,  from  more  extended  ex-  cure,  with  greater  celerity  and  certainty, 

perience,  can  form  a  better  judgment;  and  with  much  less  annoyance  and  pain 

and  if  erroneous,  I  trust  I  may,  from  to  my  patients,  than  by  the  means  above 

the  same  source,  receive  such  instruc-  enumerated. 

tion  as  may  enable  me  to  treat  in  the  I  find  that  profuse  perspiration  gone- 
most  effectual  and  best  manner,  those  rally  follows  the  use  of  tne  medicine, 
cases  that  may  in  future  be  submitted  In  some  cases  nausea  is  excited,  parti- 
to  my  charge.  cularly  if  I  prescribe  the  powder,  as  I 

sometimes  do.    Purging  has  also  been 

TREATMENT  OF  CYNANCHE.  occasionally  produced,  but  in  many  in- 
stances  so  very  little  effect  occurred  in 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  this  respect  tliat  I  have  found  it  neces- 

g  saiy  to  administer  purgatives  in  order 

'**  ,        ,    -        t  ^  to  procure    free   discharges  from  the 

Allow  me  to  place  before  the  readers  ijowcls 

of  your  valuable  journal,  a  few  more        q^^j^  j.    j^^e  1 6th,   1837-— Henrv 

cases  of  cynanche  tonsillaris,  treated  by  Sterling,  ®t.  28  years,  a  stone-mason, 

guaiacum.    Pemut  me  at  the  same  time  ^f  ^  g^out  habit,  sanguine  temperament, 

to  correct  an  error  of  considerable  im-  complains  of  headache  and  severe  pain 

portance  which  occurs  in  the  recf//«  ^f  throat,  increased  on  deglutition :  is 

given  in  my  former  communication  on  enable  to  swallow  anything,  from  the 

the  sulyect,  that  app^red  in  the  Me-  acuteness  of  the  pain.     Right  tonsil 

DiCAL  Gazette  of  30th  October  last :  very  much  swollen,  ofa  deep  red  colour; 

you  have  therj  inserted  "Tr.  gjiaiac,  the  uvula  is  also  inflamed ;  tongue  white 

instead  of  "  Pulv.  guaic. '      Now,  if  and  furred ;  thirst ;  pulse  98 ;  skin  hot ; 

any  person  should  prescnbe  the  me-  was  seized  with  pain  of  throat  about  one 

dicme  according  to   the  recipe  as  it  o'clock  this  morning.      He  has  been 

appeared,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  labouring  under  a  slight  attack  of  bron- 

but  that  owing  to  the  small  quantity  of  chitis  for  four  or  five  days.    Has  taken 

the  drug  which  would  be  exhibited,  ^fhis  own  accord  two  ounces  of  sulph. 

they  would  fell  to  obtain  the  beneficial  niagnes.  which  is  now  operating, 
rcsuks  which  It   has  produced  m  my       ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^2 

■S  2'  1  x«       xi_    ^  n      •  T  leechcB  ordered  to  the  throat,  and  an 

Before  relating  the  following  case,  I  ^^ic  of  Ipecacunh.  ,nA  T.rt.  Anti- 

would  take  the  opportunity  to  erpreas  „„      admintatered. 

SJ^*^^,  wl^J^'fiJ^t^^S^'^k!"^"        17th.-Ten  leeches,  bled  weD,  the 

S^ng'th'^'r^oTttieT^m^td";  emetic  openjted  freelv ,  he  had  ^^i- 

Sonrid^tion,  and  also  for  the  flatter-  demble  mitigation  of  pain  and  otiher 

ing  manner  in  which  he  takes  notice  of  complaints  for  nearly  three  hours,  when 

my  paper,  in  his  communication  to  the  J'^^y  returned  wnth  their  fonner  vio- 

MkiiCAL  Gazettk  of  Nov.   13th.    I  lence,  and  have  continued  since.  Pulse 

regret  that  his  success  has  not  been  '^0.     Right  tonsil  presents  the  same 

eqW  to  that  which  I  have  experienced,  ff  PtT"'-?  '^  ''^J^'^^J'^^j^J  ■  ^^  of 

l\m  inclined  to  think  this  is  owing  to  "'^  ^"^  "'^^  >«  '^  »ndamed. 
the  small  dose  of  the  guaiacum  which        ^  ^^»-  G^"^*^  S")-  5  MncU.  G.  Anb. ; 
he  orders:  the  recipe  wMeh  he  gives  ii  Syrop.  Sunpl.  jij.;  Aq.  Cinnamon,, 

not  more  than  half  the  strength  of  my  *1-    ^."•'    "^  3"-      M.  et  aolTc 

prescription ;  consequently  it  cannot  be  ^•l'**  ■»'■'•  *^  I'l-  "• 

expected  to  have  the  same  efiect.  18th. — Had  only  taken  two  doses  of 

Before  I  employed  guaiacum  in  the  his  medicine  when  pain  and  difficulty 

treatment  of  these  cases,  I  was  in  the  of  swallowing  began  to  subside;  these 

habit  of  using  the  means  which  Dr.  complaints  are  now  nearly  gbne.  Head- 

Badeley  recommends,  viz.  free  scarifica-  ache  completely  relieved;  tonsils  much 
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less  in    size ;    redness  almost   gone ;  three  years  aeo,  when  I  bled  him  from 

tongrue  cleaner  ;  has  taken  some  break-  the  arm,  ap^ed  leeches  to  his  thsoat, 

fast;  skin  covered  with  a  profuse  per--  and  made  very  free  scarifications  of 

piration ;  pulse  66.    No  dejection  since  tonsils  with  considerable  benefit ;  but 

yesterday  afternoon.  in   spite  of   these  means  suffocation 

Cont.  Miat.    Guaiac.  et  Habt.  R.  Pulv.  eventually  occurred. 

Jalap.,     gr.     xzv. ;     Submur.    Hydr.  R  Pulv.  Guaiac.  5iij. ;   Mudl.  G.Arab. 

gr.  yiij.  M.  Symp.    Simpl.    aa.  ^ij. ;    Aq.  Ciniia- 

19th.— Complaints  gone ;  right  tonsU  Jf^'V  ^^'J^'  "^  S^J •     M-  «'  ^^^^ 

slightly  enlarged ;  bowels  freely  moved,  ^P'"  5"'  ^^  *l-H.  »*or- 

This  is  the  first  case  in  which  I  em-  22d. — Ismuch better;  inflammationof 
ployed  the  ^^uaiacum,  and  the  result  tonsils  much  reduced,  but  they  have  not 
was  so  flattering,  that  I  resolved  to  have  resumed  their  natural  appearance ;  has 
recourse  to  it  in  the  next  that  came  taken  his  dinner  with  very  little  annoy- 
under  my  notice,  which  shortly  oc-  ance  from  throat;  pulse  86;  has  had 
curred  and  forms  the  subject  of  four  large  dejections.^Cont 

Case   IL   June  29th,  1837.  — John  23d.-~Is  quite  well. 

Stewart,  aet.  48  years,  a  cotton  spinner,  Intermit.  Medicament. 

of  a  relaxed  frame,  dark  complexion,  ^ase  IV.  Sept,  30th,    1839— John, 

complams  of  severe  headache  and  pain  Hart,  ©t  24  years,  a  stout  farm  ser- 

of  the  throat ;  pain  is  neatly  aggravated  ^^^^    ^^^  ^^^  ^^,,gi,^  ^luch  inflamed , 

on  attempting  to  swallow;  face  flushed  ^e  has  great  pain  of  throat,  particu- 


said  to  be  regular;  wa^  seized  yesterday  ein^.^ter  e^pSs'ur^'  to  cold, 

torenoon.  Has  been  frequently  attacked  ,,  .  ^     «. ,   ^    .    .                   , 

in  a  similar  manner;  on  these  occasions  "»^-    ^^'  ^™»^;  5».    f  decoct, 

he  has  been  bled  both  locally  and  ge-  ^'°'«-  ^-  ••  ***  "^""^"^  ^^' 

nerally ;  has  had  blisters  applied.  These  Oct.  2d.  —  Is  free  from  complaint ; 

means  were  sometimes  attended  with  tonsils  slightly   enlarged,  but  redness 

relief,  at  others  they  failed  to  procure  completely  gone :    medicine  produced 

the  slightest  benefit.  sickness,  and  a  profuse  perspiration : 

Habt.    Pulv.  Goaiac.  5s8.  Cta.    qiUque  bowels  were  twice*  moved  yesterday, 

hord,  ex  decoct.  Avena.  q.s.  and  once  to-day. 

30th.— Pain  of    the  throat  greatly  Intennit.  Medicament, 

better;  can  swallow  with  tolerable  ease;  Case  V.    March  2hh,  1840.*— \Vm. 

headache  gone ;  tonsils  less  red  and  Taylor,  eet  twenty-seven  years,  grocer, 

swollen ;    pulse  90  ;    feels    sick    and  a  stout  active  man,  complains  of  severe 

inclined  to  vomit ;  has  had  two  loose  pain  of  throat,  much  increased  on  de« 

stools. — Cont.  glutition  ;    velum,    pendulum    palad, 

July  lst.<— Has  no  pain  of  throat  to-  and  uvula,  much  inflamed;  left  tonsil 

day;    takes  food  ana  drink  with  the  very  red  and  enlarged;  right  tonsil  red, 

greatest  freedom ;  pulse  70  ;  tonsils  na-  but  not  swollen ;  neadache ;  skin  hot ; 

tural  here,  but  rather  enkrged;  nausea  pulse  96 ;  breathes  easy, 

still  continues;  bowels  freely   moved.  p  Pulv.  Guaiac.  5iij. ;  Mudl.   G.  Aiab. 

Intermit  medicament    This  man  has  Syrup.  Simpl.  aa.   ^ij.  ;    Aq.  Cinna- 

had  several  attacks  since  tlie  above,  in  mon.  Aq.  INine.  aa.  Jj|j.    M.  et  aolve. 

all  of  which  he  has  been  cured  by  the  Sumt.  ^ij.  4ta.  q.q.  h. 

use  of  the  mixture  prescribed.  12th. -Pain    and   enlargement   of 

Case  IlL-Awist  ilst,  1839,  John  ^nsil  gone,  as  is  nearly  the  inflamma- 

Hamilton,  ©t  39  years,  a  carpenter,  ^^  appearance  of  fauces;  pulse  7Qi 

of  stout  make,  low  stature,  and  dark  bowels  freely  moved,— Cont. 

complexion :  has  both  tonsils  very  much  l4th.-Complaints  cured, 

umamed;  cannot  swallow  his  food  from  i  tc     "t  Medicam 

excessive  pain  of  throat;  complains  of  mtermii.  jueoicament, 

severe  headchc;   pulse  120;   skin  hot  Case  VI.    Sept  10th,  1840.— Miss 

and  dry ;  tongue  furred.    Was  seized    E y,  »t  nineteen  years,  a  healthy 

last  night  as  he  was  coming  home  from  young  lady,  of  fair  complexion,  and 

his  work.    Had  a  similar  attack  about  lively  manner,  complains  of  headache 
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and  inability  to  swallow,  from  pain  of  the  notice  of  the  profession   was    ia 

throat,    particularly    left    side ;     left  show  the  beneficial  results   which     I 

tonsil  enlarged,  and  of  a  deep-red  colour;  have  experienced  from  the  use  of  the 

right  tonsil  slightly  red,  and  swollen  j  drug  in  the  disease  in  question — an 

tongue  very  much  coated  with  a  dirty  affection  in  which  I  have  every  reason 

brown  fur  j  pulse  118,  and  skin  hot ;  to  believe  it  is  but  very  little  employed 

bowels  have    been    opened    by  some  by  practitioners.     I  by  no  means  claim 

magnesia,   which  she  took  lastni^ht,  any  thine  like  infalUbility  for  it.      I 

when  she  was  first  attacked  with  chilli-  had  two  railures  in  my  own  practice,  as 

ness,  and  p^n  of  throat.  I  stated  in  my  former  communication  ; 

She  was  ordered  the  mixture  pre-  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 

scribed  in  the  last  case,  and,  on  the  that  such  will  occasionaUy  occur,  par- 

13th,  was  free  from  all  complaint  ticularly  in  cases  where  suppuration 

Case  VII.      19th.  —  Mrs.    C,  st.  has  taken  place  previous  to  its  admi- 

twenty-four  years,  a  stout  lady,  com-  nistration  :'    in    instances  where    the 

Elains   of  pain  of  throat,  and  severe  patient  cannot  swallow  it  in  sufficient 

eadache ;  face  flushed ;   both  tonsils,  quantities  to  produce  a  salutary  efifect ; 

particularly  right  one,  enlarged  and  and  many  other  circumstances    con- 

rcd  ;    velum,    pendulum    piilati,    and  nected  with  particular  cases  may  occur 

uvula,  of  a  similar  appearance  ;  tongue  to  prevent  it  producing  any  sanative 

white  and  furred ;  rigors ;  bowels  con-  influence.    But  when  timely  exhibited, 

fined ;  catamenia  regular.  and  in  full  doses,  I  am  convinced  it 

Habt.   9,  Pulv.  Guaiaci.  5v.;  Mucil.  G.  will  prove  signally  successful  ina  vast 

Arab.  Syrup.  Simpl.  aa.  jiij. ;  Aq.  Purse,  majority  of  cases.— I  am,  sir, 

5xij.     M.    et  solve.  Capt.  ^ij.  j    6ta.  Your  obedient  servant, 

q.q.  hor.  JoSEPlI  Bell, 

2l8t.-Throat  well.  B«.h««i.  Dec.  loth,  iwa             ^"^"- 

Intermit.  Medicament.  — 

Case  VIII.     Nov.  2Ut,  laTO.-A.  PRODUCTION  OF  MESENTERIC 

"M'Dougall,  aet.  twenty-eight  years,  of  HERNIA, 

low  stature,  sallow  complexion,  black  addendum   to   dr.  rumsky's  paper  in 

hair  and  eyes,  complains  of  severe  pain  last  number. 

of  throat,   attended  with  inability  to  

swallow;  headache;  rigors.     On  exa-  _,    .,      *..       ...    ,_  ,.    ,  _, 

mining  throat,  tonsils  and  uvula  present  ^  '^'  ^^'^^  ^  '**  ^**«»^  ^•'''- 

a  very  inflammatory  appearance ;  tonsils  Sir, 

touch  uvula  on  both  sides;  pulse  108;  There  might  seem  to  be  some  const, 

skin  hot,  and  dry  ;    tongue    covered  derable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  large 

with  a  thick  yellow  fur :  w^as  attacked  intestinal  tube  insinuating  itself  through 

two  days  since.  a  small  opening  in  the  mesentery,  w^here 

Habt.   Pulv.  Guaiaci.   5s8. ;    ex   decoct,  there  was  no  known  power  to  impel, 

Avense,  q.  s.  6ta  qu^ue  bora.  and  the  mind,  therefore,  i^xMild  be  too 

'  23d.— Cured.  incredulous  of  the  occurrence.    But  let 

it  be  recollected  that  the  expansion  of 

Case  IX.    Nov.  28th,  1838. — David  mesentery  may  be  in  a  certain  plane, 

Wilson,  aBtthirty-foiu- years,  complains  the  intestine  in  contact  with  it,  and 

of  headiache ;  pain  of  throat  and  back ;  covering  the  morbid  opening.    Such 

has    great    difficulty    in    swallowing ;  motions  of  the  body  might  take  place 

tongued  furred ;  mucous  membrane  of  as  had  a  tendency  to  raise  the  plane, 


by  01.  Ricini;  has  been  ill  for  upwards  The  same  principle  mi^ht,  b}r  similar 

of  two  days.      He  was  ordered  the  repeated  motions,  propel  it  until  it  had 

powder  as  m  last  case,  and  in  two  days  reached  its  irremediable  position, 

was  perfectly  well.  By    inserting    the   aoove  you  will 

I  will  not  occupy  much  of  your  space  oblige,  sir, 

by  any  lengthened   observations,  but  Your  obedient  servant, 

conclude  by  merely  remarking  that  my  Nathaniel  Rumsky,  M.D. 

object  in  bringing  the  subject  imder  Henley,  Dec.  21, 1 8*0. 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  519 

ANALYSES  AND  NOTICBS  ov  BOOKS.  On  the  whole,  we  stron^l/  approve 

of  counter-irritation  in  its  milder  forms, 

<*L'AQtoiir  te  tueaalongerceqaelelecteiir  se  ^^   ^^^   treatment  of  spinal  irritation, 

tue&abr^ger."— d'Albmbirt.  and  a  host  of  anomalous  pains  which 

"^^  have  scarcely  a  place  in  the  nomencla- 

Spinal  diseases  t  with  an  improved  plan  ture  of  medicine  ;   but  we  should  b^ 

qfcure\    Including  what  are  commonly  glad  to  see  the  statistics  of  the  practice, 

called   nervous    complaints^  and  nu-  and  are  not  much  edified  by  the  details 

merous  examples j   from    upwards  of  of  infallible  success. 

one  hundred  and  fifty  cases.    By  John  ...» 

Hky  Robertson,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  „        .       ,.   _      .    ,  -      ,.      ^^    . 

the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  ^orh^  on  the  Surgical  Practice  of  Parts, 

geons,  Glasgow;  Licentiate  of  Apo-  ill^trat^  by  cases.    Being  a  thes^, 

Uiecaries*   Hall,  London;    Member  to^t^ch  a  gold  medal  was  assigned  by 

of  the  Glasgow  Philosophical,  and  '**  ?*!??*?*  Academicus  of  the  Ediw 

Westminster  Medical  Societies,  &c.  ^^f^  ^^^f^^^  ^i^  graduation  qf 

&c.    Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  and  Lon-  i^    ^^^.'  P'  Markham,  M.D. 

don,  1841.    8vo.  pp.  160.  ?i?"^^^?'    Edinburgh,    and   Dubhn, 

o                  J.                    1         X  1840.  8vo.  pp.  114. 

UoNTRART  to  our  usual  custom,   we  ^*^ 

have  given  the  title-page  at  length,  as  The  little  work  before  us  is  the  fruit  of 

it  is,  in  some  measure,  a  critique  on  the  some  months'  residence  at  Paris.    It 

book.      When  our  readers  peruse  it  shows  a  spirit  of  observation,  and  much 

they  will  say,  ''the  book  was  written  industry,  and  makes  us  augur  favourably 

for  the  laity  ;*'  and  their  guess  will  not  of  Dr.  Markham's  future  exertions  in 

be  a  bad  one ;  for  in  trum  it  is  partly  the  domain  of  medicine.    The  picture 

addressed  to  the  profane.    Yet  there  which  he  draws  of  the  surgical  prac- 

are  some  sensible  observations  in  the  tice  of  the  Parisian  hospitals  is,  on  the 

essajr,  by  wliich  many  members  of  the  whole,  extremely  unfavourable.   When 

proression  may  profit,  but  of  which  the  we  hear  that  in  one  winter  Dupuytren 

reception  wiU  be  somewhat  damped  by  lost  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-six  am- 

the    prodigious     self-gratulation    and  putations  below  the  knee ;  or,  that  **  the 

unvarying  success  of  the  author.  same  sponge  which  cleans  a  bubo  or  a 

The  cmef  points  insisted  on  by  Dr.  chancre  at  one  bed  is  carelessly  rinsed, 

Robertson  are  two ;  first,  that  phthisis  and  then  employed  to  dress  a  stump  at 

and  other  diseases  may  be  simulated  the  next,  and  in  the  same    manner 

by  disorder  of  the  spinal  nerves ;  and,  makes  the  circuit  of  .  the  ward,"  we 

secondly,  that  the  symptoms  are  to  be  are  tempted  to  ask  whether  the  H6tel 

relieved  by  counter-imtation  applied  Dieu  is  an  institution  for  the  preserva- 

to  the  tender  part  of  the  spine.  tion    of  life,  and  whether   the  poor 

Both  these  points  have  been  illus-  would  not   have  a « better    chance  if 

trated  of  late  years  by  other  writers,  attended  at  their  own  homes  ? 

particularly  by  Dr.  Wm.  Griffin  and  We  do  not  cite  our  author's  critiques 

his  brother,  in  their  treatise  on  the  on  the  practice  of  individual  surgeons, 

functional  affections  of  the  spinal  cord,  as    he    confesses    that    they  are   the 

Our  author's  favourite  remedy  is  dry  opinions  of  one  who  is  still  young  in 

cupping,    which    he    administers    by  the  art ;  and  we  feel  sure  that  a  longer 

means    of   lar^    glasses,  varying  in  stay  at  Paris  would  have  cleared  up 

capacity  from  six  ounces  to  eighteen  to  many  of  his  doubts  and  difiliculties. 

twenty.      Occasionally  he   uses    aca-  We  do  not  think  that  a  few  months' 

puncture.    He  disapproves  of  the  steel  residence  in  France  entitles  a  man  to 

stays  worn  for  curvature  of  the  spine ;  say  "  grave  accidents,"  when  he  means 

and  prefers  a  corset  made  with  a  piece  "  serious  symptoms."    We  might  men* 

of  ash-wood  covered  with  leather,  and  tion  other  phrases  and  sentences  re- 

with  three  straps  of  strong  linen  *'  ]^ut  quiring  correction ;  but  a  word  is  suffi- 

across  it  at   certain   distances,    with  cient  to  the  wise, 

buckles,  and  shoulder-straps,  also  with  Our  author  has  omitted  an  index,  or 

buckles ;    the    highest  strap  buckled  table  of  contents;  and  instead  of  the 

Quite  loose  above  the  breasts  in  the  unvaried  running  title,  it  would  have 

female,  the  other  two  at  distances  lower  been  better  to  put  one  which  changed 

down."  (p.  99.)  with  the  subject. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.       °*^^*^'  ^^*  ^""^  *^^  to  dlBCWcr  any 

advantage  which  can  accrue    to   the 
Friday,  Decernber  25,  1840.  ^^y^^^  fr^^^  ^y^  arrangement,  and  it 

,. , .  """"  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  much 

"Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  inthl.  difpiitatein       **  ,  -  .    . 

ArtU  Mediem  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in     DCttcr  were  SUCn  powcr  01  examining 

publicum  •itjidicendi  pcriculum  non  recuao."      and  granting  licenses  to  practise  con- 

*       fined  to  the  three  capit^ — ^London, 

Edinburgh,  and  Dublin.    The  number 
MEDICAL  REFORM.  ^^  ^^^^  .^  ScoUand  especially,  exer- 

We  last  week  gave  insertion  to  a  paper  cising  the  right  of  examining  and 
on  the  subject  of  medical  reform,  which  granting  licenses  to  practise,  is  absurd,, 
has  just  been  issued  by  the  College  of  and  we  may  instance  the  local  privi- 
Surgeons  in  Edinburgh,  and  rumour  leges  enjoyed  by  Glasgow — set  forth 
says  that  there  have  been  some  dclibera-  in  a  recent  number  of  this  joumali  as 
tions  on  the  same  subject  not  a  hundred  preposterous  in  the  extreme, 
miles  from  home.  It  would  thus  appear  But  as  we  think  it  expedient  that 
that  the  stir  which  has  been  made  during  the  Ucensing  bodies  should  be  limited 
the  last  year  or  two  in  various  quarters  is  to  the  capitals,  so  it  further  appears  U> 
likely  to  lead  to  some  beneficial  results :  us  no  more  than  reasonable  to  require 
not  in  the  passing  of  Mr.  Warburton's  that  there  should  be  such  an  amalga- 
absurd  bill,  or  any  thing  the  least  mation  of  views  and  arrangements  in 
like  it,  but  by  leading  to  certain  regard  to  preliminary  education,  and 
changes  in  the  existing  corporations,  the  standard  of  knowledge  required,  as 
which,  but  for  this  *'  pressure  from  to  enable  the  possessor  of  a  diploma 
without,"  would  probably  not  have  in  any  of  the  estabUshments  to  pro- 
been  made.  The  great  difference  be-  cure  his  recognition  as  a  licensed 
tween  our  contemporaries  and  ourselves  practitioner  in  any  part  of  the  empire ; 
upon  this  subject  is,  that  while  they  or,  to  be  a  little  more  precise,  a  man 
imperatively  demand  the  utter  annihi-  who  had  passed  the  College  of  Surgeons 
lation  of  the  existing  institutions,  we  in  Edinburgh  should  be  recognized  as 
only  require  certain  changes  which,  a  legal  practitioner  in  his  own  depart- 
if  rigorously  effected,  would,  in  our  ment  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom;  and  so 
humble  judgment,  perfectly  adapt  them  likewise  of  the  members  of  the  Colleges 
to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  of  London  and  Dublin.    We  are  aware 

Thereare  two  different  points  of  view  that  some   mutual    arrangements  ap- 

in   which  the   contemplated  changes  proaching  to  this  have  been  made,  but  it 

are  usually  regarded.      The  first  is.  ought  to  be  based  on  an  enactment  of 

as    to  the  propriety  of  any  diminu-  the  legislatiu-e,  not  the  private  under- 

tion  in  the  number  of  the  licensing  standing  of  the  several  Colleges.     So, 

bodies ;  and  the  second  refers  to  the  also,  with  respect  to  the  Physicians :  not 

expediency  of  certain  modifications  in  that  we  w^ould  have  the  mere  degree 

the  polity  of  the  various  corporations.  (granted  as  it  is  in  Scotland  at  much 

We  have  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  too  early  an  age)  carry  with  it  any 

a  great  number  of  establishments  pos-  privilege  beyond  what  it  already  has — 

sessing  the  right  of  licensing  practi-  but  we  would  have  an  equaUzation  of 

tioners,  each  requiring  for  tliis  purpose  their  educational  schemes  between  the 

its  own  particular  education,  and  each  Colleges  of  Physicians  in  Edinburgh 

conferring  various  degrees  of  power  and  London,  and  an  admission  of  their 

and  privilege.    Now  we  are  not,  and  members  to  like  privileges  in  aU  parts 
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of  the  kingdom.    That  there  might  he  hy  no  exercise  of  any  general  privilege 

difficulties   in  accomplishing  this  we  and  so  long  as  their  proceedings  are 

doubt   not :    neither,  however,  do  we  veiled  from  the  public  eye,  so  long  will 

doubt  that  the  strong  arm  of  the  legis-  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 

lature  would  be  able  to  overcome  them,  fail   to   acquire  popularity,  however 

With  respect  to  the  corporate  bodies  irreproachable  their  conduct  may  be  *." 

themselves,  the  great  and  still  unre*        Now  we  do  not  mean  to  deny  that 

formed  evil  in  the  London  Colleges  is  the  selections  made  have  generally  been 

the  vicious  principle  of  self-election;  proper;    but  in  some  instances  they 

while  in  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  have  not :  and  some  recent  proceedings 

the    two    greatest  blemishes  are    the  in  reference  to  the  ulterior  election  into 

system  of  apprenticeship  and  the  mode  the  Court  of  Examiners  would  lead  xm 

of  remuneration.  to  suppose  the  majority  of  the  Council- 

The  most  obnoxious  instance  of  self-  do  not  in  this  respect  diifer  from  our- 

election,  because  affecting  the  greatest  selves.    But  were  it  demonstrable  that 

number  of  individuals,  is  that  afforded  the  best,  and  none  but  the  best,  were 

by   the    Council   of   the    College    of  always  chosen,  still  we  protest  against 

Surgeons.    The  sentiments  which  we  the  principle ;  and  we  feel  assured  that 

expressed  on  this  point  ten  years  ago  the  members  of  the  College  generally 

remain  unchanged.  will  never  be  brought  to  look  upon  the 

'*  It  matters  not  what  they  do — ^were  governing  body,  as  at  present  consti- 

they  of  such  noble  natures,  that,  like  tuted,  in  the  same  light  in  which  they 

Hotspur,  their  honour  would  regard  them  if  they  owed  their 

^<' stuck  upon  tiiem  as  the  sun  elevation  to  the  results  of  a  general 

In  the  grey  vaulU  of  heaven ;"-  election. 

yet  would  the  Council  of  the  Royal        So  also  with  respect  to  the  College 
College  of  Surgeons  of  London  have  of  Physicians ;  though  here  the  self- 
no  honour  rendered  to  them  so  long  as  election  excites  less  general  dissatis- 
those  most  forbidding  and  unconstitu-  tion,  because  a  much  smaller  portion 
tional  epithets,  **  self-elected,"  and  *'  ir-  of  the  medical  community  is  implicated, 
responsible,"  could  justly  be  appUed  to  In  Pall  Mall,  indeed,  we  find  two  in- 
them.    We  know  not  a  more  striking  stances  of   the    obnoxious  principle, 
illustration  of  the  different  estimation  The  Fellows  elect  those  who    are  to 
in  which  men  are  held,  according  to  be  admitted  into  their  own  body,  and 
the  medium  through  which  we  view  the  President  is  chosen — ^not  by  the 
them,  than  is  afforded  in  the  present  College   at  laige — not  even  by  the 
instance.     What,  then,  is  it  in  the  Fellows — ^but  by  certain  officers  called 
atmosphere    of  Lincoln's -Inn -Fields  the  Elects,    amounting  to  seven    in 
w*hich    thus   either   changes   or   cor-  number,    and   who     are    themselves 
rupts  the  nature  of  those  who  breathe  nominated  by  the  President.    This  last 
it,  or  so  perverts  the  moral  optics  of  very  unpopular  and  most  objectionable 
those  who  look  upon  them  ?      It  is  arrangement  is  embodied  in  the  char- 
nothing  more  than  this,  that  a  govern-  ter,  and  out  of  the  power  of  the  Col- 
ing  body,  self-elected  and  irresponsible,  lege  to  alter;  but  not  so  the  former, 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  times ;  The  mode  of  admission  into  the  Fel- 
and  were  their  acts  those  of  perfect  lowship  has  been  altered  at  various 
wisdom,  and  their  purity  immaculate,  times,  and  recently  was  most   mate- 
yet  would  they  fail  to  please :  so  long  as 

their  members  are  brought  together  *  MiD.OAi»rTB,Aiirii9,i88i. 
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rially  improyed,  by  making  it  an  elec*  popnlar   than  all  those  pot   together 

tion  from  out  the  general  body,  and  not  which  they  have  previously  adopted, 

a  mere  matter  of  course  to  the  holders  SolikewiseoftbcCollege  of  Surgeons — 

of  an  English  degree.    But  here  also  they  have  done  much— *-lnit  they  must 

we   have   already  recorded   opinions  do  more.    The  first  step  is  to  place  the 

which  remain  unchanged.  election  into  the  Council  in  the  hands 

"  On  a  select  committee  of  the  Fel-  of  the  general  body.    In  this  respect 
lows  devolves  the  duty  of  choosing  the  the  duty  of  the  two  CoUeg-es  of  Physi- 
Censors,  and  what  is  still  more,  of  select-  cians  and  Surgeons  is  analogous.    But 
ing   the    lAcentiates,  who  are  to  be  the  Surgeons  must  not  stop  here :  their 
honoured  by  an  admission  to  the  FeU  brethren  in  Pall  MaU  are  poor  almost 
lowship.    This  is  one  of  the  grounds  to  bankruptcy ;    Mey   have    immense 
on  which  we  apprehend  that  the  con-  funds.    Of  those  resources  much  has 
stitution  of  such  a  Council  will  be  oh-  been  devoted  to  public  objects  —  but 
jeqted  to:   it  will  be  said,  and  with  more     than     is      becoming     is    stiU 
much  show  of  justice,  that  it  perpe-  reserved  for  purposes   which,   if   not 
tuates  the  system  of  self-election,  the  strictly  private,  ai-e  at  least  unconnected 
grand  point  against  which  the  most  with  objects  in  which  the  general  body 
violent  opposition  is   every  day  and  of  members  take  an  interest, 
constantly  directed,  in  discussing  the        Let  the  two  Colleges  adopt  the  sag- 
organization  of  the  corporate  bodies,  gestions  we  have  made,  and  they  need 
When  we  find  that  the  determination  not  fear  the  results  of   parliamentary 
ofthe^tio/e/^ttomam  of  the  Licentiates,  or  any  other  interference;    for  they 
who  are  annually  to  be  co-opted  among  would  carry  with  them  the  esteem  and 
the  Fellows,  is  thus  committed  to  a  co-opcratiou  of  the  numerous  and  re- 
body  of  the  Fellows  themselves,  we  spectable  body  which  constitutes  their 
cannot  but  doubt   whether  such  an  members  respectively  in  every  part  of 
arrangement  can  or  ought  to  give  gene-  ^^  kingdom, 
ral  satisfaction."  •  With  respect  to  the  general  practi- 

We  have  on  former  occasions  given  tioner,  the  great  points  requiring  reform 

the  College  of  Physicians  credit  for  ^^  as  we  have  remarked  above ;.  first, 

their  liberality  in  progressively  con-  ^e  system  of   apprenticeship  which 

forming  to  the    spirit    of  the  times,  keeps  him  for  several  years  most  un- 

and   we  now  repeat,  that  there    are  profitably  employed  before  he  enters 

none    of    the    Corporate    Bodies    in  upon    his     education,    properly     so 

which  greater  improvements- have  been  called;    and,  secondly,    the  mode  of 

made;    but  we  most    earnestly    en-  remuneration,  namely,  that  of  charg* 

treat  them  to  consider,  that  the  time  i»g  for  his  medicines.     The  former  is 

has     now    come    when     they    must  *"^  evil  which  interferes  greatly  with 

go   a   step  farther.      The  Licentiates  his  education  in  early  life ;  the  latter, 

must   be   acknowledged  as   members  »  Wot  which  remains  permanent,  and 

of  the  College,  and  be    the    parties  disfigures  his  whole  career,  tending, 

to  select  from  their  own  body  those  "»  spite  of  any  thing  he  can  do,  to 

whom  they  consider  most  fit   to  be  associate    him   with   the   tradesman, 

raised  to  the  Fellowship.    Let  this  be  Many  gentlemen  among  the  general 

done,  and  they  will  find  the  measure  practitioners  we  are  well  aware  know 

more  calculated  to  render  the  College  ^^^  feci  this  blemish  in  the  system 

' — — — ^ most  keenly,  and  would  do  much  to  get 

•  Med.  Giz.  July,  1885.  rid  of  it.    No  Act  of  Parliament  can 
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avail  them  while  this  continuee  :   the  ILL-TREATMENT  IN  THE  HENDON 
man  who  furnishes  his  employers  with  UNION, 
goods,  and  sends  in  his  bill  for  them,  Qj^^^  ^f  ^iie  following  kind  have  be- 
never  will  hold   the  same  place   in  come  too  common  to  need  mach  com- 
society  as  is  occupied  by  those  mem-  mentary;  and,  in  the  present  instance, 

bers  of  the  profession  who  furnish  only    ^^^  unnecessary  to  give  thehisto^  of 

.    .  *^,    ,  -  .         "^     the  case,  as  the  jury  have  embodied  it 

their    mental    lore,   and    receive    an    ^  ^^  verdict    It  may  be  useful  to 

honoraiium  in  return.    It  is  easy  to    Btate  that  the  inquest  was  concluded 

declaim  about  it      It  is  easy  to  re-    on  the  17th  inst,  and  that  Hendon  is  a 

p«.ent    th«e   who   b*.^    the   'acU  '"^^  ^^d  S  ^^eaWiames 

Simply  as  they  ate,  and  who  refuse  to  j^^^^  ^^^  caused  by  an  imprisonment 

disguise   the  truth,  as  hostile  to  the  Jq  the  gaol-room  of  the  Hendon  Union 

general  practitioner.      It  is  easy,  in  Workhouse,  on  the  4th  and  5th  days  of 

short,  to  do  precisely  what  the  Editor  the  inclement  month   of   November 

-  ^,       T       '^^    ,        ,        ^     -D.,*  *i,«  1840,  under  a  sentence  of  the  Board  of 
of  the  Lancet  does  by  us.    But  the  q^;^^^^^  ^f  t^^  Hendon  Union ;  and 

facts  still  remain  the  same ;  and  it  is  the  jury  beg  to  express  their  opinion 
because  we  earnestly  wish  to  see  them  that  it  was  not  humane  to  imprison  him 
altered,     because     we     would     have    without  fire  and  on  low  diet,  the  said 

the  general  practitioner  occupy  the  feS  ,S7f 'i^X^i^coS^u^n'^ 

place  to  which,  as  a  body,  their  educa-  ^f  ^  disease  called  diabetes."— 'HiiMff, 

tion  and  attainments  entitle  them,  that  Dec.  18,  1840. 

we    are,    and  always  have  been,   so  

earnest  in  denouncing  the  unmerited  ABERDEEN  INFIRMARY  REPORTS, 
evils  to  which,  according  to  the  present  [continued  f«>m  page  458.) 

system,  they  are  exposed.  x    *      r« 

r«»^      -1  J  /•  1  *•       *u       (j<i9€8  and  Observations  by Lain o,  Esq. 

The  demand  for  amalgamatnig  the  ^  ^ 

several  branches  of  the  profession  into  O""  "'  ""'  ^"'^eon.  of  the  HcplUL 

one   common  class,  of   new  creation, 

blending  practitioners  of  every  deno-    ^^^^  <>'   delirium  wiaumaticum  fol- 

.    ®    *  1      •       *•*.    *•  LOWED     BY    8BCONDART    H^MOBRBAGB 

mination  m  one  general    instituUon,        four  weeks  after  amputation. 
does  not  appear  to  ns  to  be  either  de-        p.  j,  gjt.  50,  was  brought  to  the  hospital 
sirable  or  practicable.    Were  such  a    at  9  p.  m.  of  the  22d  of  May,  1840,  with 

general  fusion  accomplished  by  legis-  f ^^.P^*^  ^"^^^V"""*  ^"^  Z"""^^-  "^ 
o    .  .        -  ,  •         *     *"®  »*"  l*"^*  cawaed  by  a  loaded  cart  paaamg 

lative     mterference,     the     consUtuent    o^^rit^     Both  tibia  and  fibula  were  fractured 

parts  forcibly  brought  together  would  in  the  lower  third,  and  three  or  four  inches 

speedily  separate.    The  Baillies  of  the  of  the  tibia  protruded.      There  waa  also 

/  ,,  X.     -       .!_    n  another  extensive  wound  above  the  malleolus 

day  would  pracUse  physic ;  the  Coopers  extemns :  the  tcndo-achillis  and  greatblood- 

surgery ,  and  clubs  or  societies  would  vessels  were  divided,   and  the  ankle-joint 

be  establibhed  differing  only  in  name  l"d  open.     He  had  lost  a  great  quantity  of 

-  .y       •*•**•          ^c  tK^  ^»Ao^n^  blood  during  a  journey  of  five  miles  since  he 
from   the   mstitutions  of  the  present  ^^tainedthe  accident,  and  it  continued  to 

day.  But  to  some  Board  of  reference —    arain  away  from  the  very  extensive  wounded 

some    head,    of    which    the    existing    surfaces,  in  spite  of  the  application  of  the 

branches    of    the    profession  should    *^"!^;^*»  ^**  P^^^  ''\^  ^\l^f^ 

*^  artery  over  the  os  pubis.     It  was  therefore 

serve  as  members  of  a  common  body,  resolved  to  amputate  immediately,  as  the 
we  should     not    object;    and  we    do    only  chance  of  saving  his  life.    The  opera- 

„ot  conceive  such  a  plan  entirely  rfivTinP'^^^'Llw  CS?^  'vf^'',I?S: 
hypothetical } — but  more  of  this  here-    additional  blood  was  lost. 

after.  ^ ^T  23<1* — H^  i^o  Aet^  during  the  night , 

though  he  took  a  dose  of  morptda  towards 

morning ;  he  coid plains  of  extreme  pain  in 


ft24                                         ABERDEEN  INFIRlhlARV. 

the  stamp ;   pulse  120 ;   tongue  dry ;  skin  toolc  place  thu  morning,  whicli«  however, 

hot.     9  F.  M.  has  been  extremely  restless  and  ceased  on  the  application  of  pressure  to  the 

incoherent  during  the  day ;   tongue  brown  femoral  artery,  and  a  piece  of  lint  dipped  in 

and  dry  ;    pulse  130  ;   bowels  not  moved ;  creosote  over  the  bleeding  point.' 

stitches  removed  from  the  stump.  22d. — Haemorrhage  recurred  this  morning, 

9,  Calomel,  gr.  v. ;    Opii.    gr.  i.  forma  ^^  w**  ^oon  arrested  by  the  same  means  as 

pilidiB  hora  somni,  et  Ol.  Ricini.  ss.  ^^^^'      ,       .  ,  ^ 

eras  mane.  ^^^' — Arterial  hsnnorrhage  came   on    to 

an  alarming  extent  during  the  night,    and 

24th.— Is  considerably  better,  and  more  again  this  morning:  it  was  found  to  prooetMi 

collected  to-day;  pube  110;  tongue  mots-  from   three   distant  points   of    the   stump. 

ter ;  bowels  freely  opened,  but  much  thirst ;  from  the  state  of  the  parts  it  was  in  vain  to 

stump  dressed  with  two  or  three  adhesive  think  of  tying  the  vessels ;  it  was,  therefbrv, 

straps,  and  water  dressing.  resolved  to  tie  the  femoral  artery,  and  tliia 

Habeat  Haust.  Efferves.  Subinde.  accordingly  I  immediately  proceeded  to  do, 

-^^,        />     ^          _*iii  jf       •  u       J   . «  ^^^  *^c  assistance  of  my  colleague,  Dr. 

«^ ;  puUe  1 06 ;  tongue  moMto.     No  ^  ^  ^„^^  ^  „  j^  ^  g^  j,^     ^^ 

he«ou>  hive  taten  place,  but  the  flap  h.^  immediately  securedT  A  single  ligator^  w«. 

UxMe  anddoughy  i   ,t  i.  wpportedby  two  then  paased  round  the  arte^«idSeVoui«i 

or  three  »tr^.  and  a  poultice  whed;    ^  dressJd  as  u«ial.    Next  day  the  temperature 

eirerveKang  draughts  md  oocaaional  do.es  of  ^  ^  „t^     wWd.  had  sink  two  or  three 

caator-oJ  continued.  j^    wion  after  the  operation,  had  risea 

29th.-DeUnum  ag^  came  on  yesterday  "^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  P^  ^         ^^ 

aftemo^,  and  mc««sed  to  radi  violence  ^j         ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  «,mewhat    Uvid, 

dunnglhemght,tluititwa»neceBair7toput  ,«^ed  their  florid  colour.    TTie  secretio.; 

on  the  sfa^t  jacket  to  prevent  him  grttmg  ^           ^^j^  ^  ,,^        j^^  gn«luaUy 

out  of  bed.  and  making  for  ttewmdow ,  ji^;,^^  f^„  this  time,  iid  cicSrizatioi 

''°^^y"L'T*°*  "^  l7i  ^^^  went  on  steadily,    The  ligature  came  awiy 

moved  for  tjro  days.     TTje  hejjd  was  ordered  f^  ^  ^^'  ^  j^^**^j^  ^     ^  ^^ 

to  be  shaved,  -md  cloths  dippedm  coWv»ter  „^„^  ^^  ^^^  j^  ^^„  „i,^_ 

com.tantly  appbed,  and  a  barter  put  between  oVth?20th  of  July  the  stump  was  neariy 

the  shoulders.     In «m«ilt«tmn it  wm  agreed  ,,,,,1^    „j  „„  ^  j^^    ,  jP         ^  ^ 

to  give  calomel  in  doses  of  two  gram  every  j^g^i,^  c„^,                         " 
four  hours. 

3I*t.-DeUrimn  continues,  bnt  fte  puUe  bp.l,p8y  arisimo  ,bom 

J.  rather  sponger     Pergat.    8  p.m.  Much  ,j,ixroehknt  or  nekves. 

the  same ;  has  had  no  sleep  for  36  hours.  «»   *^ 

M.  D.,  set.  21,  was  brought  to  the  hospital 

ILTinct.  Opii.  gtt.  xxxv. ;.  Aq.  Menth.  ontheeveningof  the  17th  of  February.  1840, 

Jss.     M.     Fiat  haust.  with  the  left  hand  lacerated  by  machinery. 

June  1st.— Slept  occasionaUy  during  the  *^®  fi"*  ^^^  fingers,  and  half  of  the  litde 

night,  but  is  still  very  delirious ;  pulse  100 ;  fi»«er,  were  carried  away ;  and  the  inner  side 

tongue  foul ;  passes  his  urine  unconsciously.  ^^  ^^^  thumb,  the  palm,  and  back  of  the  hand, 

nciikir       Kiru.-M       i       t.  ^  lacerated.    The  crushed  bones  were  removed 

^^•a^k^m^°'^  '^^^   ^-   «**^-  atthenearestjoints,andasmuchaspoasiblc 

Vm.  AIOi.  nispan.  Jiv.  ^^^^^  ^  f^^  A^p^^  ^^^  ^^^  brought  over 

9  P.  M.  Has  slept  a  good  deal,  and  is  cer-  the  wound  by  adhesive  straps,   and  water 

tainly  quieter ;   perspiration  abated  |    pulse  dressing  applied.     For  some  time  she  went 

96,  and  more  regular.  on  well,  but  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  March 

B,  Sol.  Mur.  Morphise  gtts.  xlv.  s^®  ^^  ^^^^  '"^^  irregular  convulsions, 

for  which  an  anodyne  antimonial  draught  was 

3d.— Has  improved  gradually  since  last  ordered.     On  the  7th  she  was  found  unable 

report,  and  is  now  quite  sensible  :  pulse  96.  to  speak,  and  the  jaw  firmly  locked,  but  she 

He  takes  45  drops  of  Sol.  Mur.  Morphiae  aecmed  sensible,  and  pointed  to  the  region  of 

every  night,   and   30  every  morning.      Is  the  diaphragm:    pulse  regular,   but  weak, 

ordered  four  ounces  of  white  wine  daUy,  Six  grains  of  calomel,  followed  by  strong 

nourishing  diet,  and  effervescing  draught  at  cathartic  enemata,  were  ordered ;  the  head 

pleasure,  shaved,  and  bathed  with  vinegar  and  water, 

8th.  — Improving  steadily;  has    omitted  and  a  blister  applied  to  the  scrobicuhis  cordis, 

the  morning  dose  of  the  Mur.  of  the  Morph.  At  night  a  draught  of  Tinct.  of  Valerian,  and 

for  two  days.     The  wound  is  very  large  and  Mur.  of  Morphia,  was  ordered.     Next  day 

open,  but  it  is  suppurating  and  granulating  the  trismus  continued,  with  occasional  dight 

in  a  tolerably  healthy  manner.     Pergat.  relaxations ;  the  eyes  were  fixed  and  turned 

20th. — Considerable  arterial  haemorrhage  up,  and  the  chest  raised  at  timet  frwn  the 
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^>ed   by  a   degree  of  opisthototios.    These 
symptoms  continued,  with  slight  remissions, 
for  three  or  fonr  days,  during  which  time 
leeches  and  a  blister  were  applied  to  the  head. 
Large  doses  of  Tinct.  Opii.  administered ; 
strong  purgatives  of  calomel  and  jalap ,  foU 
lowed  by  enemata,  given ;  and  the  hand  regu- 
larly poulticed.     On  the  10th  the  tetanic 
symptoms  had  almost  entirely  subsided,  and 
the  hand  looked  well,  but  she  complained 
much   of  her  head.     It  was  again  blistered, 
and  pills  of  Aloes  with  Assafoetida  given  three 
times  a  day.     From  this  time  she  improved 
regularly,  and  the  hand  continued  to  heal 
favourably  till  the  23d,  when  she  was  again 
attacked  with  trismus,  and  other  tetanic  symp- 
toms.    The  head  was  again  shaved,  twelve 
leeches  applied,  followed  by  a  blister,  and  a 
large  dose  of  calomel  with  cadiartic  enemata. 
This   treatment  was  successful :   the   hand 
healed  gradually,  without  any  further  alann- 
ing  symptoms,  and  on  the  7tii  of  April  she 
was  dismissed  cured. 

This  patient  returned  to  the  hospital  on 
24th  of  June,  on  account  of  severe  epileptic 
attacks.  She  had  continued  well  for  eight  or 
ten  weeks  after  she  was  dismissed,  but  about 
a  fortnight  ago  suddenly  fell  down  in  a  fit ;  and 
these  attacks  gradually  became  more  and  more 
frequent,  li^ey  now  recur  five  or  six  times 
a  day,  and  last  about  five  minutes,  after 
which  she  lies  a  considerable  time  in  a  state 
of  stupor.  As  she  was  of  a  full  habit,  she 
was  inunediately  cupped  from  the  nape  of 
the  neck  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  twelve 
ounces. 

p,  Calomel,  gr.  v. ;  Pulv.  Jalapae  3i.  M. 
Fiat  pulvis,  sint  vi.  tales ;  Capiat  unum 
indies.  « 

26th. — "So  change.  The  fits  are  so  severe 
that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  put  her  in 
the  strait-waistcoat,  to  prevent  her  from 
injuring  her  head  and  arms  against  the  walls 
and  the  frame  of  the  bed ;  and  it  reqmres  two 
strong  persons  to  keep  her  in  bed.  Hie  head 
was  ^ved,  and  twelve  leeches  applied,  and 
the  purgatives  continued.  She  also  had  oc- 
casionally a  draught  of  Mur.  of  Morphiie 
with  Tinct  of  Valerian. 

30th. — Fits  continue  unabated. — Adhibea- 
tur  vesicatorium  amplum  Capiti  raso. 

July  4th. — ^There  has  been  a  slight  im- 
provement for  the  last  two  days.  She  is 
now  taking  the  Assafoetida  pills  thrice  a  day. 

6tb. — Epileptic  fits  have  returned  with 
severity. 

R  NitraL  Argenti.  gr.  iv.  Micae  panis. 
q.  s.  M.  Fkot  pilule  xii«  Capiat  unam 
bis  die. 

16th. — ^Tbe  nitrate  of  silver  has  been  con- 
tinued regulaiiy,  the  dose  being  increased  to 
half  a  grain  a  day,  without  any  marked  im- 
provement. 


Bepetatur  Vesicat.  Capiti.     ContinnentDr 

pilulie  Nitrat.  Ai^^ti,  et  Pulv.  Jalaps 
c.  Calomel  pro  re  natft. 

22d. — As  she  still  complained  much  of 
her  bead,  it  was  determined  to  carry  deple- 
tion still  farther.  Accordingly  she  was 
placed  upright,  and  twenty-two  ounces  of 
blood  taken  from  the  arm,  which  produced 
slight  faintness.     Continuentur  cKtera. 

30th. — Little  improvement.  It  has  been 
observed  for  the  last  few  days,  that,  when 
the  fits  are  slight,  they  are  confined  chiefly  to 
the  arm  that  was  injured.  On  touching  the 
stumps  of  the  fingers  smartly,  the  arm  is 
convulsively  withdrawn ;  and,  when  this  is 
done  while  she  lies  in  a  state  of  stupor,  violent 
convulsions  of  the  arm  are  produced.  She 
also  says,  when  questioned,  that  she  often  feels 
a  sensation  proceeeding  from  the  injured 
hand  up  the  arm  to  her  head,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  fits. 

August  10th. — Since  last  report  the  fits 
have  been  very  severe,  often  confined  to  the 
arm,  but  always  one  or  two  general  fits  of 
great  violence  daily.  As  it  seemed  highly 
probable  that  the  disease  was  occasioned  by 
an  affection  of  the  extremities  of  the  nerves 
in  the  ii^ured  hand,  it  was  proposed  in  con- 
sultation either  to  amputate  tbs  hand,  or 
cut  down  upon  and  remove  a  part  of  the 
nervous  trunks  leading  to  it.  llie  first  was 
preferred,  first,  because  the  hand  was  of  little 
use,  the  remaining  thumb  being  contracted 
and  immoveable ;  and  secondly,  b^use,  as  the 
ends  of  all  the  metacarpal  nerves  seemed 
affected,  it  would  be  necessary  to  cut  down 
upon  the  ulnar  as  well  as  the  median  nerve, 
which  would  have  rendered  the  operation  as 
severe  and  more  tedious  than  amputation. 

12th. — ^The  amputation  was  performed  to- 
day near  the  middle  of  the  forearm,  by  the 
double  flap  formed  by  transfixion.  This 
mode  was  preferred,  as  being  the  most  rapid, 
and  allowing  less  time  for  the  occurrence  of 
the  convulsions. 

On  tracing  the  nerves  of  the  injured 
hand  by  dissection,  the  digital  branches  of 
the  medisn  nerve,  and  the  branch  of  the 
ulnar,  which  supplies  the  ring  finger, 
were  found  enlarged  to  four  or  five  times 
their  usual  size,  for  one-third  of  an  inch  from 
their  termination,  and  their  extremities  bul- 
bous, and  firmly  imbedded  in  thehard  cicatrix. 
They  were  also  of  a  slight  rose  colour  near 
their  extremities,  and  firmer  than  usual. 
The  flaps  adhered  by  the  first  intention,  and 
the  cicatrization  was  almost  complete  on  the 
30th  of  August.  The  patient  never  had  the 
slightest  appearance  of  epilepsy  after  the 
operation,  and  was  dismissed  cmred  on  the 
8th  of  September. 


AND    ON    THE    DIFFERENCE    BBTWEEN"    AX 

INDEPENDENT  AND  A  COMMUNICATED 

PULSATION  IN  TUMOKS. 
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HYPERTROPHY  OP  THE  ABDO-  matter  ?      It  seemfl  to  depend  upon  two 

MINAL  PARIETES.  rS-J^U"'^  drtf^J^ftoir/ 

great  extent ;  and,  second,  the  thirhmiag  ^ 

Maroarkt  Adam,   et.  33,  of  a  lax  and  the  integuments  and  cdlulartextarecoireriiis^ 

rather  thin  habit  of  body,  was  admitted  on  the  abdominal  musdes.     Since  her  laat  ad- 

the  6th  December,  1839,  labouring  under  miasion  she  has  been  treated, inaomere&lwctBv 

the  following  S3rmptom8 : — BeUy  is  swollen,  as  formerly,  with  purgatives  of  Uie  P.  Jalap 

somewhat  tense,   tympanitic  at  its  upper,  C.  every  second  night,  diuretic  powders,  and 

and   indistinctly  fluctuating  at    its    lower  a  blister  to  the  abdomen,  the  latter  bein^ 

region.      Complains  of  some  weakness  in  employed  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  absorp- 

back,  but  not  of  pain ;    pulse  86 ;   tongue  tion.     She  was  dismissed  on  the   10th   of 

white ;   appetite  very  good ;   bowels  slow ;  April,  with  the  abdomen  very  much  reduced 

skin  cool.    Swelling  commenced  four  months  in  size,  the  tympanitic  swelling  being  alto- 

ago,  shortly  after  childbirth,  and  has  since  gether  gone ;  but  the  integuments  were  still 

continued ;  uterus  normal.     She  was  at  this  much  thicker  than  natural. — Pr<nH  a  CHmieml 

time  treated  with  purgatives,  diuretics,  and  Lecture  by  Dr.  Ikmideon,  of  GUugow, 

mercury  to  salivation,   and  left  the  house  

with  the  swelling  greatly  diminished  on  the  Qy^  THE 

Ist  July,  1840.     She  returned  on  the  1 7th  .  .,_^ .  ^.«^«I,   ,,,,«*,^,.^^, 

Februa^,  with  similar  symptoms.     Belly  AUSCULTATORY   PHENOMENA    TO 

much  swoUen,  soft,  and  tympanitic,  but  no  EXTERNALLY  SITUATED 

distinct  fluctuation  can  be  felt :    complains  ANEURISMS, 

of  occasional  dyspnoea ;  appetite  and  general 

health  good :    bowels  slow  ;    swelling^  began 

to  increase  about  fourteen  days  ago ;   urine 

rather   scanty,    and  deposits   some  flocculi 

on  being  heated.  Br  Da.  Schuk,  of  Vienna. 

RsMAaKS. — ^This  case  is  worthy  of  some  

observation,  in  as  far  as  the  diagnosis  of  When  the  stethoscope  is  placed  over  an 
abdominal  diseases  is  concerned,  for  there  aneuiismal  sac,  or  over  a  diffused  anenrisra* 
was  an  apparent  obscurity  about  the  symp-  one  perceives  a  very  loud  uninterrupted 
toms  on  the  first  examination,  altiioiigh  it  beUows^sound  increasing  with  each  pulsation, 
does  not  appear,  to  be  a  disease  attended  with  It  is  the  more  marked  the  more  powerful 
any  particular,  at  least  immediate  danger,  the  action  of  the  heart  is,  the  nearer  the 
The  abdomen,  when  percussed,  has  a  peculiar  aneurism  is  to  the  heart,  the  rougher  the 
doughy  or  fatty  feci ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  wall  of  the  artery  turned  towards  the  blood 
accompanied  with  a  low  or  concealed  tym-  is,  and  the  easier  the  blood  contained  in  the 
panitic  sound.  It  may  be  characterized  as  a  aneurismal  cavity  can  be  put  into  eddying 
^mpanitic  sound  passing  through  a  denser  and  vibratory  motions  by  the  wave  of  blood 
medium  than  the  abdominal  parietes  of  passing  through  it.  The  last  circumstance 
normal  thickness ;  such  as  occui-s  in  very  explains  why,  ifl  enormously  large  aneurisms 
fat  individuab.  This  patient,  however,  is  of  with  but  few  layers  of  coagulum,  as  well  as 
rather  a  thin  habit  of  body,  so  that  a  natural  in  those  of  which  the  sac  contains  scarcely 
accumulation  of  fat  in  that  situation  cannot  anything  but  layers  of  coagulated  lymph,  the 
enter  into  ihe  calculation ;  and  she  has  no  bellows-sound  is  proportionally  weak.  In 
anasarca  or  fluctuation  in  the  abdomen,  the  first  of  these  cases  the  quantity  of  fluid 
while  tiie  integuments  covering  this  latter  is  too  great  for  all  its  parts  to  be  put  into 
cavity  do  not  pit,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  strong  vibration  by  the  current  of  blood; 
jpressure ;  dropsical  eflusion  must,  thertrfore,  and,  in  the  second,  the  quantity  of  fluid  put 
also  be  excluded.  On  exaininirig  the  ab  Jo-  in  motion  is  small,  and  the  layers  of  lymph, 
men  with  the  stethoscope,  the  intestinal  laid  one  over  the  other,  hinder,  in  some 
murmur  was  heard  pretty  distinctly,  but  measure,  the  conduction  of  the  sound, 
deep-seated,  or  not  in  such  close  pVoximity  ^\llen  the  blowing  is  remarkably  loud,  it 
to  the  ear  as  in  a  normal  state  of  the  abdo-  is  observable  that  the  note  of  the  murmur  is 
men,  and,  on  pinching  up  a  fold  of  the  intc-  not  equally  high  throughout ;  but  that  at 
guments  from  the  abdominal  muscles,  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  diastole  of  the  artery  it 
iouod  to  be  thickened  to  the  extent  of  about  appears  higher,  and  thence  decreases  re- 
two  inches  and  a  half ;  whereas,  in  most  markably  tiU  the  next  diastole, 
persons  who  are  more  than  usually  fat,  the  This  murmur  extends  for  a  considerable 
integument  punched  up  in  this  manner  will  distance  both  towards  the  heart  and  even 
not  measure  much  more  than  half  an  inch,  somewhat  further  towards  the  distal  portion 
and  frequently  less,  What,  then,  is  the  dis-  of  the  artery,  and  becomes  weaker  as  it  is 
ease  in  this  patient,  since  it  is  not  ascites,  examined  at  a  greater  distance  firom  tib* 
anasarca,  or  a  natural  accumulation  of  fatty  aneurism. 
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The  CMues  of  the  munnur  are,  fir^t,  the  8U.fBciently  for  the  finger  to   percehre  the 
friction  of  the  current  of  blood  on  the  rough  sensation  of  purring,  we  may  hear  a  blowing 
walls  of  the  aneurism,  or  the  fibrine,  or  on  wund  at  the  moment  of  the  puUation,  along 
the  edges  of  the  orifice  of  communication  the  whole  course  of  the  femoral  artery  down 
between  the  artery  and  the aneurismal  pouch;  to  the  knee,  but  which,  thoagh  evident  and 
second,  the   vibration  or  eddying  motion  of  easily  recognized,  is  yet  far  weaker  than  in 
the  fluid  blood  contained  in  the  aneurism,  ex-  an  aneurism.      It  bears  tke  greatest  resem^ 
cited  by  the  current  of  blood  passing  through  blanoe  to  what  is  called  the  placental  mur- 
it.  mur  in  pregnant  women,  only  it  is  for  the 
In  a  varicose  aneurism  the  auscultatory  most  part  of  short  continuance,  and  limited 
signs  are  heard  in  the  most  striking  manner,  to  the  moment  of  the  arterial  diastole.     The 
I  had  not  long  since  two  opportunities  of  phenomena  that  are  thus  artificially  produced 
observing  this  condition ;  in  both  it  resulted  not  unfrequently  occur  naturally  in  conse- 
from  unfortunate  venesection,  at  the  bend  of  quence  of  the  pressure  of  tumors  or  morbid 
the  elbow.     In  these  cases  the  murmur,  by  products  on  the  arteries.     If  the  pressure  is 
Its  intensity,  becomes  a  whizzing  sound,  and  too  considerable,  or  too  slight,  no  blowing 
the  equality  of  the  strength,  as  well  as  of  the  is  produced ;    in  the  former  circumstance, 
note  of  the  sound  at  the  different  movements  because  the  arterial  walls  are  brought  into 
of  the  motion  of  the  blood,  is  very  remarka-  contact,  and  the  circulation  is  prevented  at 
ble.      These  phenomena  are  already  distinct  that  part ;  in  the  latter,  because  the  slight 
at  a  period  of  the  disease  when,  from  its  pressure  is  not  suffici«it  to  give  rise  to  such 
short  duration,  but  little  dilatation  of  the  an  obstruction  of  the  blood  as  to  produce*  a 
wounded  vein  has  taken  place,  and  they  are,  murmur  of  the  increased  friction  between 
therefore,  of  essential  use  in  facilitating  and  the  blood  and   the    arterial  wall.      Large 
supporting    the    diagnosis.       The    loudest  thyroid  glands,  comprising,  in  some  measure, 
sound  is  heard  at  ^t  part  at  which  the  the  carotid,  afford  die  most  frequent  oppor- 
purring  can  be  most  distinctly  felt  with  the  tuaities  of  testing  the  truth  of  these  observa- 
finger  ;   that  is,  where  the  arterial  current  tions.     The  blowing  becomes  in  the  same 
excites  the  vibrations  of  the  venous  blood,  proportion  weaker,    and    at    last   oitirely 
With  the  distance  from  this  part,  the  sound  ceases  as  the  gland  gradually  diminishes  in 
gradually  decreases  in  loudness,  and  at  last  size  under  the  use  of  remedies.     This  short 
merges  into  a  bellows -sound,  which  is  audi-  consideration  of  the  matter,  therefore,  war- 
ble only  during  the  diastole  of  the  artery,  rants  the  following   conclusion : — a  tumor 
and  which  is  recog^ed  on  whatever  part  of  which  pulsates  syndironously  with  the  adja- 
the  limb  the  stethoscope  is  placed,  as  well  cent  artery  may  be  considered  to  be  an 
at  the  shoulder-joint  as  at  the  dorsal  and  aneurism  when  the  murmur  heard  with  the 
palmar  surfaces  of  the  hand.  stethoscope  is  loud,  uninterrupted,  loudest 
The  phenomena  just  mentioned  are  of  and  often  highest  in  its  note  at  the  com- 
themselves,   and  for  their  own  sakes,   in-  mencement  of  the  diastole  of  the  artery,  and 
teresting,  and  they  increase  the  probability  gradually  from  that  point  of  time  decreasing 
of  the  diagnosis  of  aneurisms  of  all  kinds,  in  intensity ;   but  the  pulsation  is  only  one 
But  their  practical  value  appears  especially  communicated  from  a  subjacent  artery  when 
evident  in  reference  to  the  fact,  that  by  their  the  murmur  is  either  altogether  absent,  or, 
means  one  may  distinguish  an  independently  if  present,  is  heard  only  at  the  moment  of 
pulsating  tumor,  t.  e.,  an  aneurism,  from  the  pulsation. — Med,  Jahrb.  des  Ortterrei' 
one  to  which  pulsation  is  only  communicated,  chitehen  Staates,  Bd,  xxi.  St,  3. 
In  all  works  on  surgery  we  constantly  meet     _ 

with  exprMsions  of  re^t  that  it  is  in  many  DIVERSITY  OP  CLIMATES, 
cases   so   difficult  to  determme  whether   a 

tumor  which  has  the  symptoms  of  both  a  How  comes  it  to  pass,  that  in  the  same  site, 
visible  and  a  sensible  pulsation  is  an  aneu-  in  one  latitude,  to  such  as  are  periteci, 
riam,  or  whether  the  motion  is  only  commu-  there  should  be  such  difference  of  soil,  com- 
nicated  to  a  morbid  growth  by  the  artery  plexion,  colour,  metal,  air,  &c.  The  Span- 
running  under  it.  If  the  tumor  can  be  iards  ar6  white,  and  so  are  Italians,  whereas 
pushed  aside,  and  if,  when  its  position  is  the  inhabitants  about  Caput  borne  Spei  are 
changed,  the  pulsation  ceases  because  the  blackamoors,  and  yet  both  alike  distant  from 
artery  now  no  longer  runs  under  it,  one  may  the  equator :  nay,  they  that  dwell  in  the 
be  quite  sure  there  is  no  aneurism.  But  same  parallel  Une  with  these  Negroes,  as 
this  cannot  always  be  done,  and,  in  such  a  about  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  are  white- 
case,  doubt,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  coloured,  and  yet  some  in  Presbyter  John's 
must  sometimes  exist  in  the  mind  even  of  an  country,  in  Ethiopia,  are  dun ;  they  in  Zeilan 
experienced  surgeon.  (Ceylon)  and  Malablar,  parallel  with  them, 
If  by  pressing  it  with  tlie  finger  we  again  black  t  Msnamotapa  in  Afriok,  and  St. 
lessen  the  calibre  of  an  artery,  for  instance  Thomas's  Isle  are  extremely  hot,  both  under 
the  external  iliac,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  line,  coal-black  their  inhabitants,  whereas 
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Perani  tbey  are  quite  opposite  in  colour, 
very  temperate,  or  rath^  cold,  and  jt^ 
holii  alike  elevated,  Moscow,  in  53  [55] 
degrees  of  latitude,  extremely  oold,  as  those 
northern  countries  usually  are,  having  one 
perpetual  hard  frost  all  winter  long :  aad  in 
52  degrees  of  latitude,  sometimes  hard  frost 
and  snow  all  summer,  as  in  Button's  bay,  &c. 
or  by  fits  ;  and  yet  England,  near  the  same 
latitude,  and  Ireland,  very  moist,  warm,  and 
more  temperate  in  winter  than  Spain,  Italy, 
or  France.  Is  it  the  sea  that  causes  tUs 
difference,  and  the  air  that  comes  from  it  ? 
Why  then  is  the  Ister  so  oold  near  the 
Euxine,  Pontus,  Bithynia,  and  all  Thrace  ? 
fiigidat  regiimet  Maginus  calls  them  ;  and 
yet  their  latitude  is  but  42,  which  should  be 
hot.  Anevira,  or  Nova  Albion  in  America, 
bordering  on  the  sea,  was  so  cold  in  July, 
that  our  Englishmen  could  hardly  endure  it. 
At  Novemberga,  in  45  degrees  Utitudo,  all 
the  sea  is  frozen  ice,  and  yet  in  a  more 
southern  latitude  thui  ours.— '(^JBKr/oii'f 
Anatomy  qf  Melancholy,  Digression  of 
Air.^ 

DR.  GRIFFITH'S  OPINIONS  ON 
PHTHISIS. 

Thk  use  of  chalybeates  is  strongly  enforced 
in  a  small  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Moses  Griffith, 
whose  prescriptions  have  been  very  properly 
admitted  into  the  London  Pharmacopceia, 
notwithstanding  the  author's  chemical  error, 
in  doubting  the  decomposition  of  the  sulphate 
of  iron  by  the  subcarbonate  of  potass.      He 
adds  to  these  salts  nitre,  in  young  subjects 
and  recent  cases,  havingbegnn  with  bleeding ; 
myrrh  in  a  more  advanced  stage,  and  when 
there  is  more  debility.      In  all  cases  he 
recommends  a  diet  of  asses'  milk,  or  skim- 
med milk,  puddings,   rice,   and  potatoes, 
with  as  little  animal  food  as  possible,  of  the 
lightest  kind,  once  a  day :  snails  also,  either 
raw,  or  boiled  in  milk,  he  thinks  materially 
beneficial,  and  prefers  them  to  asses'  milk : 
they  may  be  bruised  and  hung  up  in  a  cool 
place,  and  the  viscid  fluid  that  issues  from 
them  may  -be  made  into  lozenges.      The 
warm  or  tepid  bath  he  has  found  very  use- 
ful in  inflammatory  hectic,  particularly  for 
children ;  and  in  one  case  he  considers  it  as 
having  cured  a  consumption  in  an  advanced 
state. — Dr,  Young  on  Conntmpthfe  Disease*. 

VACCINATION. 
7b  Ihe  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

SlB, 

A  GOOD  deal  of  blame  has  been  cast  on  those 
gentlemen  who  have  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  with  n^^ard  to 
vaonnation :  much,  however,  may  be  said  in 
justification  of  those  who  are  officially  con- 
nected with  Unions,  in  whom  it  would  be 
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unwise  to  give  oflRenoo  to  guardians  by  op- 
posing their  wishes :  but  what  is  to  be  madd 
of  those  who,  not  being  medical  officers  of 
an  Union,  not  only  accept  tfieee  fierBia*'  but 
actually  underbid  their  brethren  ? 

The  guardians  of  the  Bridport    Union 
issued  notices  of  the  division  of  the  XJmcm 
into  several  districts,  stating  that  they  were 
"  ready  to  contract  with  vaccinators  for  amy 
of  the  specified  districts  according   to 
appointment  of   the    Poor  Law 
sioners."       These  notices  were 
amongst  the  practittoners  in  the  town  metd 
immediate    neighbourhood.        For     every   : 
district  but  one  offers  were  made  to  vaccinate   , 
for  the  sum  recomended  by  the  Commia- 
sioners^     One  person,  however,  in  no  way  l 
connected  with    the    Union,  except   as    a   ' 
resident,  tendered  for  a  district  for  Okm.   ' 
Sbillino  for  each  successful  case.  '' 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A  Constant  Rbadbr.        .' 
Bridport,  S5th  Nov.  1840.  ,  , 

[The  name  of  the  party  has  been  sent  to 
US,  although  we  for  the  present  withhold 
it.]— Ed.  Gaz. 
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Friday f  December  11,  1840. 

J.  Smith.— S.  B.  Rowland.— J.  A.  Roliertson. 
— S.  Kennedy.— J.  T.  Mould.— W.  Papiiiesu. — , 
R.  N^  B.  Mathews.  —H.  W.  Savayne.— J.  Guaz- 
uroni.— W.  B.  Boddington.— H.  Piers.- P.  B. 
Giles.-  F.  W.  Tapper.  — J.  F.  Watson. ->T. 
Taylor. 

Friday t  December  18,  1840. 
J.  Parrett.— G.  W.  Pretty.— J.  Bock  —  W.  C.  ||  • 
Pyne.— H.  T.  W.  Harper.  — O.  Andrews.- W.  f 
Winship.— C.  Godson.— E.  L.  Falloon.— J.  Cbiuv  I 
man.— M.  York.-nJ.  T.  Travers.— G.  C.  Edwards,  ff 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  5 1  **  37  32"  N, 
Longitude  0^  3  51"  W.  qf  Greenwich, 

Dee. 
Wednesday  16 
llinrsday  . 
Friday  .  . 
Saturday;. 
Sunday  .  . 
Monday.  . 
Tuesday    . 

WindN.E. 

On  the  16th  cloudy ;  snowing  frequently  during 
the  day.  The  17th,  noon  clear,  otherwise  cknuly ; 
rain  in  the  mominfc  and  snow  in  the  aftemooa. 
The  ISth  and  three  following  days,  overctst. 
Snow  in  the  evening  of  the  ISth  and  90th.  The 
23d,  morning:  cloudy,  otherwise  clear. 

Raiii  fkUen,  *085  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hsnry  Adams 

EaaATA.— In  our  last  number,  p.  48S,  col.  1, 
line  16,  for  *'  meshed,"  read  **  marked  ;'*  line  90, 
(Or  **  turned,'*  read  "torn."    Pace  4M,  col.  9,    . 
line  18,  for  «*credi,"  read  "crede.*^ 
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LECTURES  aUthe  attention  which  its  great  importance, 

80  a  surgical  accident,  denfands. 

But  we  also,  as  physidans,  have  much  to 
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PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE   OF  5°  ^^,  hajmorrhage ;  with  what,  for  dis- 

PHYSir  tinction  8  sake,  I  may  call  medteal  haemor- 

'  rhage ;  which  differs  in  kind,  in  cause,  in  its 

Delivered  at  King*9  College,  London,  consequences,  and  in  the  treatment  it  requires, 

from  that  which  surgery  contemplates. 

Br  Dr.  Watson.  HtBtnorrhage  by  exhalation, — In  surgical 

or  traumatic  hiemorrhage  the  blood  flows 

from  some  considerable  Teasel,  which  has 

Lkcturx  XT'.  been  cut,  or  torn,  or  somehow  ruptured. 

H^tmorrhnge  :^mo»t  commonlg  hy  exhala^  ^ou  would  greatly  mistake  if  you  inferred 

tion.    Hatiiual  hrvmorrhagel    Vicarious  ^'^?"?,J^f  *  circumstance,    (as  you  natundly 

luemorrhagei.    Idiopathic /utmorrhage,,  mtglit)  that  it «  t««^//y  so-tte  only  differ- 

active  andpoMBwe.    Symptomatic  hJiLr-.  *^^.  ^  «*  ^?  «^*»°'*  «^  ^"^  ressel-m 

rhagea,    Uimal  HtuaHon»qf  hitmorrhage,  medical  hemorrhage  also. 

SymptomM  and  diagno^s^  Principles  of  . ,  ^et  that  is  the  p^ular  notion      When 

TVtfff/men/                                        -f       ^  blood    rushes    out    from     mtemal     parts, 

through  any  of  the  natural  apertures  of  the 

In   the  course  of  that  somewhat  cursory  body,  the  person  is  said  and  supposed  to 

account  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  have  broken  a   blood-vessel.     Yet  this  is 

give  you  of  the  general  facts  and  doctrines  rarely,  though  it  is  sometimes,  the  case.     In 

of  pathology,  as  a  preparation  for  the  better  -  nine  instances  out  of  ten,  if  there  be  any 

understanding  of  special  forms  of  disease,  rupture  at  all,  it  is  rupture  of  numerous 

we  reached,  some  lectures  back,  the  subject  capillaries  only :   but  even  of  this  there '  is 

of  local  plethora,  or  congestion.     From  that  often  no  evidence. 

point  our  road  branched  off  in  three  several  Whenoethen,andhow,  does  the  blood  escape 

directions.     We  have  pursued  the  first  and  from  its  natural  channds  ?     Why,  it  exudes 

main  branch  to  its  termination ;  that  which  from  the  unbroken  surfaces  of  organs,  without 

led  to  the  disciission  of  inflammation.     We  any  appreciable  lesion  of  arteries,  veins,  or 

must  now  go  back  to  the  same  point  again ;  capillaries ;  just  in  the  same  manner  as  sweat 

and  follow  first  the  one  and  then  the  other  of  oozes  from  the  skin,  mucus  from  theinner  sur- 

the  two  remaining  branches,  which  conduct  face  of  the  bowels,  and  serum  or  synoviafrom 

respectively  to  the  consideration  of  A/rmor-  the  membranes  that  respectively  furnish  those 

rhage  and  of  dropsy.     These  branches  are  fluids ;  and  probably  by  the  very  same  oudeb. 

shorter  than  that  along  which  we  were  last  This  certainly  is  a  very  remarkable  cir- 

travelling ;  but  they  are  not  uninviting :  they  cumstance,  if  it  be  true :    and  you  will  na- 

will  open  to  us,  if  I  mistake  not,  some  in-  turally  ask  what  proof  we  have  of  its  truth, 

teresting  views  of  the  country  of  which  we  Hie  proof  is  simple  and  conclusive.     We 

propose,  in  the  end,  to  make  a  more  parti-  examine  the  surface  from  which  the  blood 

cuUir  survey.  must  have  proceeded,  and  we  find  it  entire : 

You  are  to  observe  that  I  treat  of  h/tmor-  we  wash  and  even  macerate  it ;   we  employ 

rhage,  only  so  for  as  it  falls  to  the  care  of  the  microscope  to  ascnst  our  powers  of  vision ; 

the  physician.     The  subject  is  exceedingly  yet  we  fail,  after  this  careful  inspection,  to 

full  of  interest  in  its  relations  to  surgery  :  discover  the  -slightest  breach  of  substance,  or 

and  it  will  receive  at  the  hands  of  my  Colleague  any  appearance  of  erofdon . 

G8. — XXVII.  2  M 
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When,  for  example,  hnmorrhage  has  oc-  the  heemorrhage  recedes  by  a  similar,  bat 

corred  bo  profusely  from   the  stomach   or  inverse  gradation,  towards  a  mucous  drain, 

bowels  that  the  death  which  ensued  could  be  which  itself  at  length  decreases  or  disap- 

siifficiently  accounted  for  by  the  mere  loss  of  pears. 

blood,   the  whole  tract  of  the  alimentary         When  blood  thus  exudes,  we  say  that  tb« 

canal  has  been  diligently  scrutinized,  and  has  hemorrhage  takes  place  by  eaekaUttitM.     It 

exhibited    no    ruptured     blood-vessel,     no  is  a  convenient  woni,  and  will  spare  drniza- 

abrasion  even  of  its  surface,  nor  any  per.  locution.      What  the  vessels  or  outlets  to 

ceptible  alteration  of  texture.      Sometimes  which  we  give  the  name  of  exhalants  really 

its  mucous  membrane    appears,   here  and  are ;  whether  they  be  branches-  from  the  ca- 

there,   of  a  red   colour,   and,   as  it  were,  pillaries  not  large  enough  in  the  natural  rtate 

charged  with  blood.     Sometimes  it  is  pale  to  admit  the  red  particles,  or  whether  they 

and  transparent,  while  the  vascular  net^work  be  mere  pores  in  the  sides  of  the  capillaries ; 

visible  immediately  beneath  it  is  gorged  and  these  are  points  concerning  which  we  hare 

turgid.     Sometimes  the  whole  is  colourless,  no  positive  knowledge.     We  know,  indeed, 

the  same  net-work  of  vessels  having  been  that  such  channels  must  exist,   though  we 

completely  emptied  by  the  previous  hsmor-  cannot  demonstrate  or  see   them  ;  and  we 

rhage :   and  sometimes,  again,  (and  this  is  know  that  while  every  part  of  the  body  is  in 

very  illustrative  of  the  mode  by  which  the  a  state  of  health  and  integrity,  they  do  not 

blood  has  issued)  vast  numbers  of  small  dark-  allow  the  blood,  as  such,  to  pass  through 

coloured  masses,  like  grains  of  fine  sand,  them. 

can  be  made  to  start  from  the  surface  of  the         Now,  although  internal  hemorrhage  may 

membrane  by  slight  pressure.     There  can  happen  in  other  ways  ;  as  from  the  bursting 

be  no  doubt  that  these  are  minute  portions  of  an  aneurism,  or  from  an  opening  made 

of  blood,  which  had  remained  and  coagulated  in  a  large  vessel  by  progressive  alceration; 

in  the  vessels  or  apertures  forming  the  ulti-  yet  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  it 

mate  channels  of  the  heemorrhage.  takes  place  by  exhalation.     Exhalation  is  tlie 

We  have  absolute  proof,  therefore,  that  rule  — other  modes  of  hKmorrhage  furnish 
haemorrhage  may  transude  through  an  unin-  the  occasional  exception, 
jured  surface  :  nay,  in  some  rare  cases,  the  I  must  exclude,  however,  from  this  gene- 
process  has  been  actually  witnessed.  There  ral  statement  one  very  important  haemor- 
are  well-authenticated  instances  on  record  rhage.  In  the  brain,  the  former  exoeptioo 
of  cutaneous  hsemorrhage ;  where  a  dew  of  becomes  the  rule.  In  almost  all  cases  oere- 
blood  has  appeared  upon  some  portion  of  bral  haemorrhage  results  from  tfaft  rupture 
the  skin,  has  been  wiped  away,  and  has  re-  of  a  blood-vessel. 

appeared;  and  that  again  and  again,  with-         There  are  various  kinds  of  haemorrhage  by 

out  any  perceptible  alteration  of  the  affected  exhalation.     I  will  bring  them  before  yon, 

su^ace,  beyond  some  occasional  variation  in  in  succession,  as  clearly  and  concisely  as  I 

jts  colour.    So  again  the  menstrual  discharge  can. 

Has  beep  seen  to  issue  guttatim  from  the         Habitual  hesmorrhaget.  —  In   the  first 

healthy  surface  of  a  living  and  inverted  ute-  place  there  are  haemorrhages  which,  although 

rus.      But   I   cx)nfess,   that    although   this  they  do  not  bel  .ng  to  the  state  of  health,  if 

analogical  fact  helps  our  conception  of  the  we  take  mankind  in  general,  yet  when  they 

manner  in  which  blood  may  be  exhaled  from  do  occur,  cannot  properly  be  odled  diseases, 

an  unbroken  membrane,   I  should  not  lay  There  are  some  persons — I  believe  I  may 

much  stress  upon  it  for  any  other  purpose,  say  there  ar6  many  persons — ^who  are  snb- 

It  is  not  exactly  a  case  in  point.      The  pro-  ject,  daring  the  greater  part  of  their  lives, 

cess  of  menstruation  cannot  be  looked  upon  to  discharges  of  blood ;  which  happen  again 

as  a  morbid  process.     During  a  certain  por-  and  again,  commonly  at  regular  interval^i 

tion  of  the  lifeof  an  unpregnantfemale,  it  is  without  any  perceptible   detriment  to  the 

not  only  consistent  with  perfect  health,  but  general  health,  independently  of  any  obrious 

even  essential  to  it,  and  the  fluid  poured  out  exciting  cause,  and  (as  it  would  seem)  from 

js  not  strictly  blood.  some  inherent  property  or  necessity  of  the 

That  the  blood  proceeds  from  the  same  system, 
vessels  or  apertures  which,  in  health,  pour         Haemorrhages  thus  occurring,  I  will  call 

out  the  fluids  natural  to  the  part,  is  ren-  habitual  hamorrhaget.    They  proceed  more 

df  red  the  more  probable  by  this  fact : — that  commonly   from  the   rectum,  or  from  the 

iBsrtaia   hiemorrbages  are  ushered  in  and  nares,  than  from  any  other  part ;   although 

succeeded  by  an  increased  efflux  of  the  fluids  instances  are  recorded  of  their  taking  place 

whieb  belong  to  the  surface  concerned.     In  from   the  bladder,   and  from  the  bronchi, 

hsemorrbgges  from  the  mucous  membranes  Appertaining  to  the  original  constitution  of 

the  following  succession  of  events  is,  in  some  the  body,  this  disposition  to  periodic  haemor- 

persons,  habitual.     First,  there  is  an  aug-  rhage  has  been  sometimes  observed  to  be 

mented  flow  of  mucus  alone ;  then  of  mucus  hereditary, 
tinged  with  blood ;  then  of  pure  blood :  and        You  will  at  once  be  struck  with  the  analogy 
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wUch  obtains  between  these  habitual  hn-  hemorrhage  oocar,  and  those  of  the  skin  in 

morrhages  occurring  in  either  sex,  and  the  particular. 

monthly  dischai^  which  is  pecnliar  to  the  This  singular  migration,  this  interchange  of 

female.     The  analogy  is  even  closer  than  it  place  between  certain  haemorrhages  seems 

may  at  first  sight  appear  :  bnt  it  is  more  dis-  calculated  to  throw  some  light  upon  the 

tinctly  marked  in  some  individuals,  liable  to  obscure  doctrine  of  revuUion ;  a  doctrine  to 

habitual  haemorrhage,  than   in   oliters.     It  which  I  have  already  more  than  once  referred, 

was  one  of  the  singular  notions  of  the  cele-  and  which,   though  it  is  very  imperfectly 

brated  phrenologist  M.  Gall,  founded  upon  understood,  is  of  frequent  avail  in  the  prac>* 

this  analogy,  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  tice  of  physic. 

male  menstruation.     The  points  of  resem-  Vicarious  haemorrhage  always  denotes  a 

blaaoe  between  the  two  phoenomena  will  be  disordered  state  of  the  general  health  :  and 

manifest  in  the  following  summary  of  the  must  be  considered,  in  itself,  as  a  malady, 

characters   belonging  to  habitual  haemor-  Idiopathic  hirmorrhaget.  — Again,  there 

rbage.  are    certain    forms    of    haemorrhage,    not 

Like  the  catamenia,  these  haemorrhages  habitual,  which  may  be  denominated  idiopa- 

do  not  ordinarily  prevail  throughout    the  thic;    inasmuch  as  they  are  apt  to  arise 

whole  course  of  life.     In  most  cases  they  do  without    any   perceptible     connexion    with 

not  commence  before  the  period  of  adoles-  antecedent  local  disease. 

oence ;  and  they  cease  altogether,  or  recur  at  In  other  respects,   however,   they  differ 

distant  intervals    only,    in    declining    age.  considerably,  and  require  to  be  f&rther  dis- 

Their  first  eruption  is  sometimes  preoeided  by  tinguished :  and  the  terms  active  and  passite, 

m  state  of  general  indisposition,  more  rarely  which  are  in  common  use,  wiU  sufficiently 

by    slight    febrile    disturbance,    and    even  express  the  two  forms  of  idiopathic  haemor- 

(aooonJUng  to  some  observers)  by  a  sort  of  rhage  that   I  wish    to   bring  under    your 

chlorosis  mmilar  to  that  which  afiects  young  notice. 

girls  in  whom  the  menstrual  evacuation  is  Active  haemorrhage  is  preceded  by  active 

delayed  or   suspended.      The  haemorrhage  congestion,  and  therefore  is  akin  to  inflam- 

flometimesrecarsat  precisely  regular  intervals,  mation;  and  it  often  requires  the  treatment 

and  by  monthly  periods  more  commonly  of  inflammation. 

than  any  other :  being  announced,  on  each  Passive  haemorrhage  often  occurs  without 

occasion,  by  the  same  preludes,  proceeding  any  apparent  previous  congestion  of  any 

from  the  same  part,  continuing  for  the  same  kind.      Hsmortrhage  of  this  passive  charao- 

space  of  time,  and  fumishxng  always  about  'ter  has  been  ascribed  to  some  change*— dif- 

the  same  quantity  of  blood.     Its  accidental  ferent  from  that  which  we  conceive  to  be 

interruption  is  almost  uniformly  the  cause  or  produced  by  the  distension  of  plethora — in 

ihe  consequence  of  some  derangement  of  the  the  vessels  or  apertures  through  which  the 

health:    and  when  it  becomes  excessive,  it  healthy  exhalations  are  transmitted.      The 

becomes,  Iflce  too  profuse  menstruation,  a  change  is  considered  as  being  of  the  nature 

disease.  of  morbid  debility  or  relaxation.     That  such 

Viearitnu  h^tmorrhagee, — It  forms  a  very  a  state  may  sometimes  exist  is  not  impossible, 
curious  part  of  the  general  history  of  haemor-  nor  even  unUkely  x  but  as  we  are  altogether 
rhages  that  they  are  not  unfrequently  mea-  ^ignOrant  of  the  natural  condition  of  these 
rMWs,  or  supplemental,  sometimes  of  each  outlets,  it  is  difficult  to  reason  about  the  al- 
other,  but  more  often  of  the  monthly  dis-  terations  to  which  they  may  be  subject  in 
charge  from  the  uterus.  Females  are  liable  disease.  This  hypothesis  derives  its  chief 
to  perverted  menstruation,  (so  to  call  it)  supportfromtheoooasionalefficacy  ofos/rtn- 
thronghotherchannelsthan  thenatural  one:  gent  substances  (either  applied  locally,  or 
and  here  agtun  the  analogy  between  the  taken  into  the  system)  in  checking  the  eflfu- 
catamenia  and  habitual  haemorrhage  comes  sion  of  blood ;  when  other  ivmedies  have 
into  view.    The  haemorrhages  which  belong  fiuled. 

to  the  constitution  are  apt  to  wander  in  their  A  more  probable  hypothesis  perhaps  is 
seat.  As  bleedings  from  the  lungs,  stomach,  that  which  supposes  some  alteration  in  the 
rectum,  or  skin,  sometimes  follow  upon  the  consistence  or  composition  of  the  blood  it- 
suspension  of  the  menses,  so  bleedings  from  self;  which  thus  becomes  attenuated,  and 
the  bladder,  from  the  mouth,  and  from  other  capable  of  passing  through  channels  or  ori- 
parts,  has  been  occasionally  observed  to  fiees  that  healthy  blood,  under  ordinary  cir- 
sueoeed  the  supprepslon  of  habitual  haemor-  cumstances,  cannot  penetrate.  In  support 
rho  IS.  of  this  supposition  are  adduced  the  facts  that 

These  haBmorrhagic  deviations  take  place  haemorrhages  are  known  to  occur  where  the 

eoramonly  by  the  same  organ  on  each  ooca-  blood  is  more  thin,  pale,  and  serous  thaiv 

sion ;  more  seldom  by  <tt(ferent  organs  in  common :  and  still  more  remarkably  where 

svooession.     It  is  almost  always  in  this  sup-  that  fluid  has  undergone  a  demonstrable 

plementary  manner  that  th«  rarer  forms  of  change  in  its  chemic^  nature,  or  is  evei^ 
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tislbly  altered  in  its  senaible  qnalitloi ;  m,  morbid  consequences  only  when  that  qnan- 

for  example,  in  certain  cases  of  purpura  and  tity  lias  been  excessive ;  or  wlien  it  infljn» 

sea-scurvy.      And  hemorrhages  of  this  kind  some  mechanical  injury  upon  the  parts  «loiur 

are  often  cured  by  measures  calculated  to  which  the  blood  passes, 
repair  the  blood ;  to  restore  it  to  its  natural         I  said  that  active  hsemorrhage  is  preceded 

condition  by  improvements  in  diet;  or  by  food  by  active  congestioni   and  is  conseqnentlj 

of  a  ])eculiar  kind,  as  the  juice  of  lemons.  akin  to  inflammation.     Perhaps  it  may  be 

Whatever  may  be  the  true  explanation  of  the  more  true  that  in  some  of  these  cases  wc  ae. 

differences  in  question,  there  can  be  no  doubt  tually  have  the  initial  stage  of  inflammation. 

that  they  exist,  and  are  often  strongly  pro-  of  which  the  hsemorrhage  proves  the  natural 

nounced,  in  cases    of  hemorrhage,  which,  cure :  strangling  it  in  its  birth ;  applying,  in 

inasmuch  as  they  cannot  be  traced  to  any  the  very  moment  when  it  is  most  effective, 

pre-existent  local  disease,  we  class  together  that  remedy  which,  in  the  last  lecture,  I  told 

as  idiopathic.     And  it  will  be  worth  while  you  was  the  most  potent  of  all  the  remedies 

to  run  over  the  distinctive  characters  of  active  of  inflammation ;  namely,-  lou  qf  biood., 
and  passive  hemorrhage,  as  they  are  broadly         Ptunve  HufnorrhagsM, — Pawive  hsemor- 

and  decidedly  visible,  in  weU-marked  cases,  rhage  on  the  other  hand  is  characterised  by 

Active  Heemorrhagea. —  Active  hemor-  circumstances  of  an  exactly  contrary  nature, 
rhage  (which  is  preceded,  I  repeat,  by  active  It  occurs  in  those  who  are  naturally  feeble, 
congestion)  occurs  principally  in  persons  who  or  who  have  been  debilitated  by  diseaae, 
are  young  and  robust,  who  live  fiiUy,  and  fatigue,  insufficient  nourishment,  great  evacu- 
lead  indolent  lives,  and  are  subject  to  the  ations,  or  the  depressing  passions.  It  is  not, 
influence  of  those  causes  which  tend  to  gene-  in  general,  announced  by  any  precursory 
rate  plettiora.  Occasionally  the  hemorrhage  symptoms,  nor  attended  by  any  re-action, 
can  be  traced  to  some  exciting  cause,  such  Tht  effused  blood  is  of  a  dark  colour,  serous, 
as  exposure  to  heat,  strong  mental  emotion,  and  but  little  disposed  to  coagulate  :  and  it 
violent  exercise,  or  bodily  efforts.  More  often  is  poured  forth  from  several  parts  of 
frequently,  perhaps,  no  exciting  cause  is  ap-  the  body  at  the  same  time.  If  the  quantity 
parent.  It  is  sometimes  ushered  in  by  a  set  lost  be  at  all  considerable,  the  natural  de- 
of  symptoms  expressive  of  what  has  been  bility  of  the  patient  is  rapidly  augmented : 
called  Uie  molimen  hamorrhagieum.  The  his  face  becomes  pale,  and  his  body  loses  its 
patient  experiences  a  general  feeling  of  in-  heat.  The  hsemorrhage  leaves  fam.  in  a 
disposition,  with  wandering  and  obscure  worse  condition  than  that  in  which  it  found 
pains  that  gradually  settle  in  the  part  from  him.  The  flow  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
which  the  blood  is  about  to  be  discharged,  blood  is  not,  as  in  the  cases  of  ac/trehemor- 
A  series  of  local  symptoms,  such  as  a  sensa-  rhage,  suspensive  of  its  farther  effusion : 
tion  of  weight,  or  of  tension,  or  of  heat  and  frequently,  indeed,  passive  hemorrhage  re- 
tingling,  sometimes  a  slight  degree  of  tur-  sists  the  means  opposed  to  it  the  more,  in 
gescenoe  and  redness,  and  a  visible  fulness  of  proportion  as  it  has  continued  longer,  or 
the  larger  veins,  indicate  the  afflux  of  blood  been  more  profuse. 

towards  the  labouring  organ,  and  the  parts        Symptomatic  HtBmorrkage*. — Hemor- 

in  its  vicinity :   while  chilliness,  paleness,  rhages  of  the  kind  I  have  now  been  de- 

and  shrinking  of  distant  parts,  and  especially  scribing — that  is  to  say,  depending  upon  no 

of  the  feet  and  hands,  denote  an  opposite  palpable  disease  of  any  organ,  and,  therefore, 

state  of  the  circulation  in  them.    And  to  idiopathic — are  of  no  uncommon  oocurrenoe, 

this  state  of  things  there  often  succeeds  a  whether  we  regard  the  active  or  the  passiTe 

general  increase  of  heat,  with  a  frec^uent,  form  in  which  they  appear :  but  by  fiu*  the 

full,  and  bounding  pulae^ — a  pulse  which  is  greater  number  of  hemorrhages  by  exhala- 

so  characteristic  sometimes,  as  t9  have  ao-  tion  are  egmptomatic ;  that  is,  they  result 

quired  a  name :  you  may  often  hear  or  read  from  some  previous  disease,   either  in  the 

of,  a  htsmorrhagic  pulse.     The  blood,  when  organ  from  which  the  blood   proceeds,  or 

at  length  it  breaks  forth,  commonly  escapes  some  other  oigan  connected  therewith  by 

with  rapidity ;  is  of  a  florid  colour ;  proceeds  some  community  or  dependence  of  function, 
from  a  single  organ ;  and  readily  coagulates,        These  secondary  or  symptomatic  hemor- 

though  it  seldom  separates  distinctiy  into  rhages  are  preceded  by  congestion,  but  for 

serum  and  crassamentum.     While  it  is  flow-  the  most  part  the  congestion  is  not  of  the 

ing,  the  signs  of  local  congestion  diminish  and  active,  but  of  the  mechanical  kind ;  and  has 

disappear  ;  warmth  returns  to  the  extremi-  more  to  do  with  the  veins  of  the  part  than 

ties,  and  the  pulie  regains  its  natural  strength  with  the  arteries. 

and  frequency.    The  patient  becomes  con-        Thus  we  have  hemorrhage  from  the  brou- 

scious  of  a  sensible  relef;  and  feels  stronger  chial  membrane,  in  consequence  of  crude 

and  more  lively  than  before.     This  kind  of  tubercular  matter  in  the  lungs,  filling  up  a 

hemorrhage  is,  in  some  sort,  its  own  remedy ;  portion  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  and  ob> 

it  ceases  in  virtue  of  the  discharge  of  a  cer-  structing  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through 

tain  quantity  of  blood,  and  it  is  followed  by  it.      Ttos   is  an  example  of  symptomatic 
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hiemorrhage  by  exhalation,  depekuUng  upon  the  body  than  from  others  |  and  most  espe- 

previous  disease  in  the  organ  itself  from  which  daily  of  all,  from  mueotu  sor&oes.     Thus  we 

the  blood  proceeds.  have  hsemorrhage  from  the  mucous  mem- 

In  some  of  these  cases  the  presence  of  brane  lining  the  nasal  cavities)   from  the 

pyrexia  renders  it  probable  that  the  tuemof-  pulmonary   mucous   membrane ;    from   the 

rhage  is  the  consequence  and  the  relief  of  stomach    and  bowels ;     from    the  urinary 

active  congestion,  provoked  by  the  irritation  *  organs ;  and  from  the  uterus  ;  constituting 

of  tubercles ;    rather  than  the  result  of  a  distinct  forms  of  disease,  which  we  are  by 

mechanical  obstruction  of  the  drcnlatiou.  and  by   to  investigate    more    particularly. 

Again,  we  have  hsemorrluige  into  and  from  EpUttLSU,  hamoptystM,  hamaiemenSf    me- 

the  lungs,  as  a  consequence  of  such  disease  /cena,  kamorrhois^  htsmaturiaf  menorrhaffia, 

of  the  heart  as  mechanically  impedes  the  re-  are  names  descriptive  of  haemorrhage  as  it 

turn  of  the  blood  from  thelnngs  to  that  organ :  is  apt  to  occur  from  different  parts  of  one  or 

a  narrowing  of  the  mitral  orifice,  for  instance,  other  of  the  three  tracts  of  mucous  membrane 

Here  the  blood  is  barred  up,  as  it  were,  in  the  met  with  in  the  body !  and  you  will  find  that 

lungs,  till  at  length  the  capillaries,  incapable  tiiese  comprise  very  nearly  all  the  complamts 

of  fflu-ther distension, dther  give  way;  or  be-  enumerated    by  nosological   writers  under 

come  so  dilated  as  to  allow  of  the  exit  of  the  the  head  of  hsemorrhagy. 

blood   through  their  exhalant  openings,  or  Now,  this  is  a  very  remarkable  fact :  and 

through  inorganic  pores  in  their  sides.     In  very  interesting  questions  arise  out  of  it. 

precisely   the   same   way  blood  is   poured.  Has  it  any  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 

out  by  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  these  membranes,  and  the  tissues  subjacent 

and  bowels,  in  consequence  of  disease  in  the  to  them,  are  supplied  with  a  capillary  circu- 

liver,    obstructing    the    portal    circulation,  lation  ?     Or  may  the  fact  be  explained  by 

These  are  examples  of  symptomatic  hsmor-  the  laxity  of  thdr  attachment,  which  fadli- 

rhage  by  exhalation,   depending  upon  pre-  tates  and  favours  the  accumulation  of  blood 

vious  disease,  not  of  the  organ  itself  from  in  the  vessels  of  the  submucotu  tissue  ?    Or 

which  the  blood  proceeds,  but  of  another  has  the  density  or  consistence  of  their  natural 

organ  intimately  connected  with  the  former,  exhalations  any  thing  to  do  with  tiiis  dispo- 

When  I  say  diat  haemorrhage  into  and  from  sitlon  to  hsemorrhage  in  the  mucous  mem- 

thc  lungs  may  result  from  such  a  disease  of  branes  ?     May  we  suppose  that  the  vessels 

the  heart* as  implies  an  impediment  to  the  or  orifices  appointed  to  exhale  mucus f  afford 

circulation,  you  must  not  suppose  that  the  a  more  easy  passage  to  the  blood  than  those 

lungs  are  the  only  channel  through  which  the  which  give  ^ress  to  tiiinner  fluids ;  serum, 

mechanical  congestion  can  be  relieved.     Dis-  for  example,  or  the  cutaneous  perspiration  ? 

ease  of  the  central  moving  organ  of  the  dr-  Whatever  answers  may  be  given  to  these 

culation  leads  often,  at  length,  to  univenal  questions,  you  will  do  well  to  recollect  the 

venous  congestion :    and  the  haemorrhage,  fact  which  has  suggested  them, 

which  is  apt  to  be  the  consequence  of  such  Haemorrhages  by  exhalation  are  not,  how- 

ixmgestion,  may  burst  forth  from  any  part  ever,  exclusively  confined  to  mucous  surfecn. 

where  the  vdns  are  so  overloaded.     Hiemor-  Theyare  liableto  occur,  butmuch  more  rarely, 

rhage  from  various  portions  of  the  mucous  from  serous  membranes.     In  the  migority  of 

membranes  are  in  truth  very  common  effects  cases,  however,   in   which  blood  is   found 

of  cardiac  disease.  effused  into  any  of  the  serous  sacs,  it  has 

The  influence  of  mechanical  congestion  as  dther  been  an  event  of  inflammation,  or  the 

a  direct  cause  of  hsemorrhage  is  sometimes  blood  has  been  poured  out  from  an  accidental 

very  distinctly  seen  in  the  bodies  of  persons  opening  in  some  considerable  vessel.     Cuta- 

who  have  been  hanged.     You  know   that  neous  hsemorrhage  is  also  very  rare;  pro* 

when  suflbcation  has  been  produced  by  sud-  bably  because  the  cuticle  opposes  a  barrier 

denly  cutting  off  the  access  of  air  to  the  lungs;  to  ^e  exit  of  the  blood:  for  the  little  red 

the  right  side  of  the  heart,  the  great  veins,  spots  which  characterise  purpura  are  in  fact 

and  indeed   the  venous  system  generally,  hsemorrhages,  although  th^  blood  has  not 

become   loaded    and    distended  with  dark  penetrated  the  epidermis,    lliere  are  cases, 

blood.     Dr.  Yelloly  examined  the  stomachs  however,  as  I  mentioned  before,  in  wUch 

of  five  men  who  had  been  executed  by  hang-  blood  hsis  Ivanspired,  in  a  sort  of  dew,  from 

ing :  he  found  them  all  exceedingly  vascular;  the  external  surifaoeof  the  body, 

and  in  two  of  the  five  cases,  blood  was  Another  important  general  fact  in  respect 

actually  extravasated,  and   adhering  to  the  to  hemorrhages  by  exhalation  is  that  they 

surface  of  the  membrane :  there  had  been,  in  proceed  more  frequently  firom  certain  parts 

short,  unequivocal  haemorrhage.  of  the  mucous  membranes  than  others,  ac- 

There  are  several  things,  worthy  of  notice,  cording  to  differences  of  age.  ThuM  in  diil- 
in  respect  to  luemorrhage  by  exhalation,  of  dren  theyare  most  common  from  the  mem- 
whatever  kind.  brane  that  lines  the  nasal  cavities:  in  youth 

In  the  first  place  it  occurs  much   more  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs  and 

frequently  and  readily  from  some  tissues  of  bronchi ;    in  the  middle  years  of  life,  and 
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towardB  its  decline,  from  the  rectum,  ntenu,  in  cerebral  hemorrhage ;    m  te  hm^  in 

and  urinsrj  organs.  I  should  add  hare,  from  pulmonary. 

the  blood-Teasels  of  the  brain,  in  old  age ;         The  sjrmptoms  also  are  liable  to  naefa 

except  that  this,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  variation  in  different  cases.     Even  the  dia^- 

ii  not  (speaking  generally)  hemorrhage  by  nosis  of  hiemorrhage  is  not  always  equally 

exhalation,  easy,  or  oertain.     When  the  part  into  whidi 

Of  coorse  when  I  say  that,  in  the  instances  the  blood  is  directly  poured  commnnicate> 

specified,  the  blood  is  commonly  poured  out  with  the  exterior  of  the  body,  the  cxftnlsion 

by  exhalation,  you  will  understand  that  the  of  some  of  that  fluid  will,  generally,  soooer 

hjemorrhage  sometimes  occurs  finomthelaying  or  later,  demonstrate  the  case  to  be  one  of 

open  of  a  single  vessel  of  some  magnitude,  hiemorrhage.     I  say  gememlif,  because  caaea 

Tiius  haemorrhage  from  the  fauces  may  be  the  have  been  known  to  occur,  in  which  patients, 

result  of  ulceration  there,  which  has  pene-  previously  in  a  state  of  great  weakness,  have 

tnted  the  ooats  of  a  veinorartery :  luemop-  died  outright,  by  synoope^  from  the  mere 

tysis  is  oocaaionaUy  produced  by  the  laoera-  extrevaaation  of  the  blood,  and  before  any  of 

tion  of  a  blood-vessel  during  the  softening  it  made  its  way  out  of   the  body.     TW 

and  expulsion  of  tuberoles.      Hematemesis  stomach  and  bowels  have  been  found  full  of 

B'imetimes  is  the  consequence  of  the  lesion  of  blood,   when   none    had    paaKd  either  hj 

a  considerable  blood-vessel  in  the  progress  vomiting  or  by  stooL     And  when  the  blood 

of  cancer  of  the  stomadi,  or  by  the  extension  does  mike  its  appearance  outwardly,  it  in 

of  small  corroding  ukxn ;  hemorrhage  from  sometimes  not  easy  to  determine  whether  it 

the  bowels  is  no  uncommon  effect  of  ulcera-  has  come  from  a  certain  organ,  or  frwn  ttm 

tion,  such  as  happens  in  fever,  of  the  mu-  parts  that  lie  between  the  same  organ  and 

oous  follicles  of  the  small  intestine ;  calcu-  the  natural  outlet  by  wluch  it  ultimately 

lous  matter  in  the  kidneys  will  often  lead  to  escapes.     For  instance,  it  is  sometimes  a 

the  rupture  of  some  of  the  blood-vessels  matter  of  uncertainty  whether  the  blood,  in 

there,  and  to  the  discharge  of  blood  by  the  hematuria,  proceeds  from  the  kidneys,  or 

urethra.     Aneurisms  slso  may  burst  into  the  bladder,  or  the  urethra, 
almost  any  part  of  the  body.     But  events  of        The  blood  itself,  when  it  reaches  the  ex- 

this  kind  are  infrequent  when  compared  with  terior,   will   generally  be   more  fluid,   and 

hemorrhage  frt>m  the  same  parts  in  the  way  brighter,  in  proportion  as  it  is  effused  in 

of  exhalation.  greater  quantity,  and  nearer  the  muhtot: 

In  the  head,  however,  the  ratio  is  re-  more  in  dots,  and  darker  in  colour,  in  pro- 
versed.  Blood  does  sometimes,  I  believe,  portion  to  the  length  of  time  that  it  haa 
exude  from  the  membranet  of  the  6raf  a,  but  remained  within  the  body  after  its  escape 
much  more  commonly  cerebral  hemorrhage  fiiom  its  proper  vessels ;  and  this  length  of 
is  caused  by  the  giving  way  of  a  diseased  or-  time  may  depend  upon  the  amallneas  of 
tery  in  the  brain.  the  quantity  of  blood  effused,  and  the  oonae- 

How,  in  all  these  cases,  to  distinguish  quent  tolerance  of  the  organs  through  wUeh 

whether  the  blood  has  oozed  out  by  many  it  may  have  passed ;    or,  upon  the  actual 

orifices  from  a  sorftce,  or  has  escaped  from  a  qpaoe    traversed.     Respecting    the    colour, 

hole  in  the  sides  of  a  vein  or  artery,  will  however,  of  the  effused  blood,  I  shall  have 

form  matter  ibr  future  inquiry.     Sometimes  some  curious  explanations  to  offer  you 


we  can  make  the  distinctioa ;  and  sometimes,  I  come  to  speak  of  hematemc 

it  most  be  confessed,  we  cannot.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  upon  them 

You  will  readily  understand  that  hemor-  now. 

thage  must  vary  greatly,  in  respect  to  its  If  the  site  of  the  hemorrhage  does  not 

importance,  and  to  the  danger  whidi  it  im-  communicate  with  the  external  air,  we  are 

plies,  according  to  the  part  from  whidi  it  without  that  certainty  which  results  from  tie 


proceeds,  and  the  drcumstanoes  under  whidi  actual  spectacle  of  the  blood.  But  in 
the  blood  is  poured  out.  It  sometimes  hap-  cases  we  are  much  assisted  by  local  diaturb- 
pens  that  death  ensues  frtMU  the  mere  loss  of  anoes  of  fanction,  springing  from  the  pies- 
blood  ;  either  at  once,  by  one  proftise  Ueediiig,  sure  upon,  or  the  laceration  or  distention  of 
or  more  slowly,  by  repeated  Ueedinga  which  the  suffering  organ,  or  of  the  parts  oontigaoes 
we  are  unable  to  restraan  :  but  litis  is  com-  to  it.  And  we  may  derive  good  infonnatioa 
parativdy  rare,  and  when  it  does  happen,  fit>m  observing  the  indirect  symptoms  which 
the  bkxKi  is  generally  found  to  have  pro-  declare  themKlves  through  the  system  at 
oreded  from  one  considerable  vessd,  which  large;  many  of  which  indirect  symptonas  are 
has  been  ruptured  or  eroded.  He  caae  the  same  whether  the  blood  readi  the  exterior 
approximates  to  traumatic  hemorrhage,  ex-  or  not.  Tlwy  prindpaUy  vary  aoeordiuy  to 
oept  that  we  caiqiot  cut  down  upon  and  tie  the  quantity  of  blood  poured  out,  and  to  the 
the  injured  vessel.  Mudi  More  conunonly  royn^y  of  its  Effusion:  and  some  differcnee 
danger  arises  from  the  presence  and  pressure  will  occur  aooording  to  the  age  and  stro^th 
of  the  extravssated  blood  in  and  upon  in-  of  the  patient, 
tcmal  parts :  upon  the  brain,  for  example,  Sonie  of  these  indiiect  symptomshave  not 
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always  been  imputed  to  their  true  cause,  bleeding ;  yet  such  patients  ought  to  be  told 
Paleness  of  the  face,  feebleness  of  the  pulse,  that  the  haemorrhoidal  discharge  is  but  a 
coldness  of  the  extremities,  aad  a  tendency  •  precarious,  and  often  an  inadequate  relief  of 
to  syncope — symptoms  which  are  apt  to  be  the  plethora  :  that  while  the  plethora  is  suf- 
connected  with  haemorrhage — have  some-  fered  to  exist  there  is  danger  of  a  cessation 
times  been  ascribed  to  the  alarm  and  sease  of  thfi  piles,    and   of  the  supervention  of 
of  danger  which  the  sight  of  the  blood  is  serious  or  fatal  affections  of  other  parts,  and 
calculated  to  produce  in  the  mind  of  the  especially  of  the  head.    Apoplexy,  or  cerebral 
patient.      This  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  haemorrhage,  has  frequently  been  known  to 
sometimes  true ;  but  the  explanation  cannot  follow  hard  upon  the  suspension  of  constitu- 
apply  to  those  cases  in  which  the  haemorrhage  tional  hemorrhois.      The  patients  should  be 
is  strictly  confined  to  the  interior  of  the  body,  admonished  also  that  the  discharge  of  blood 
yet  in  which  the  symptoms  just  alluded  to  from  the  vessels  of  the  rectum  may  become 
are  often  strongly  marked.     They  then  de-  excessive  ;  that  if  it  be  aggravated  by  exer- 
pend — and  probably  in  all  cases  they  chiefly  cise,  or  in  any  other  way,   it  may  lead  to 
depend — ^upon  the  actual  abstraction  of  the  inflammation  about  the  anus,  and  to  great 
blood  from  the  circulation.  inconvenience  ;  and  that  there  are  safe  and 
The  manaigement  of  individual  cases  of  tolerably  sure  methods  of  getting  rid  of  the 
haemorrhage  must  be  mainly  regulated  by  the  plethora  (which  is  what  chiefly  constitutes 
particular  circumstances  under  which   they  the  danger  of  such  cases),  if  they  will  submit 
occur.     The  few  observations  that  I  have  at  to  the  observance  of  them.     It  is  in  the  in- 
present  to  make  respecting  their  treatment  tervals  between  the  hoemorrhages  that  the 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  very  general.  danger  of  which  they  are  in  some  sort  the 

But  a  preliminary  question,  of  some  im-  token,  may  best  be  met. 
portance,  presents  itself.      Is  it  in  all  cases  Again,  it  will  seldom  be  proper  to  employ 
of  haemorrhage  proper,  or  safe,  to  attempt  to  direct  expedients  for  stanching  the  flow  of 
stop  the  bleeding  ?  blood,  in  the  small  class  of  active  idiopathic 
Without  going  into  detail,  it  may,  I  think,  haemorrhages  ;  unless  the  quantity  lost  is  so 
be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  what  I  have  great  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  patient, 
callecl  habitual  heemorrhages  ought  not  to  be  Such  haemorrhages  have  commonly  a  ten- 
interfered  with,  so  long  as  they  have  no  per-  dency  to  care  themselves,  by  relieving  the 
ceptible  injurious  influence  upon  the  health,  general  plethora,  or  the  local  congestion,  on 
and  so  long  as  they  proceed  (as  they  mostly  which  they  depend.    For  these  haemorrhages, 
do)  from  parts,  of  which  the  ttruciure  is  not  which  bear  so  strong  an  analogy  to  inflam- 
likely  to  be  spoiled,  nor  the  Junction  im-  mation,  the  treatment  of  inflammation  may 
paired,  by  the  repeated  passage  of  the  blood,  often  be  requisite,  as  an  indirect  mode  in 
The  most  common  seat  of  these  habitual  which  their  amount  may  be  moderated,  and 
hsemorrhages  I  have  stated  to  be  the  rectum  ;  their  recurrence  obviat^. 
— to  which  the  two  conditions  just  mentioned  With  these  exceptions,  both  direct  and 
are,  fortunately,  both  of  them  applicable,  indirect  measures  are  to  be  used,  for  arresting 
Epistaxis  supplies  a  less  frequent  example  of  the  effusion  of  blood  as  speedily  as  may  be. 
the  same  kind.     When  they  deviate  from  Tj  this  end  the  patient  is  to  be  surrounded 
their  usual  channel,  and  are  transferred  (as  as  much  as  possible  with  cool  fresh  air,  and 
it  were)  to  some  more  important  organ,  it  kept  in  a  state  of  absolute  quiet.     All  mo- 
will  generally  be  right,  among  other  remedial  tion  of  the  body,  and  emotion  of  the  mind, 
measures,  to  endeavour  to  recal  the  original  all  kinds  of  stimulating  food  and  drink,  every 
haemorrhage.     It  is  very  seldom  that  the  thing,  in  shoit,  which  has  a  tendency  to  hurry 
metastasis  takes  place  for  the  better ^ — ^i.  e.  the  circulation,  should  be  diligently  avoided : 
from  a  part  where  the  bleeding  is  attended  and  that  position  of  the  body  should  be 
with  danger,  to  one  where  it  is  comparatively  chosen  which  is  the  least  favourable  to  the 
harmless.  afflux  of  blood  towards  the  part  affected. 
However,  when  these  habitual  haemorr-  The  horizontal   posture   will  be  proper  in 
hages  happen,  as  they  often  do,  in  plethoric  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  the  uterus,  or 
persons ;  and  when  Uiey  are  urged  and  kept  the  urinary  organs.    In  epistaxis,  and  in  cere- 
up,  as  they  frequently  are,  by  intemperate  and  bral  haemorrhage,  the  head  should  be  raised, 
luxurious  habits  ;  we  ought  not  to  content  In  two  words,  the  antiphlogistic  regimen 
ourselves  with  merely  looking  on.  Haemorr-  should  be  strictly  enjoined  in  all  cases  of 
hoVs  often  performs  the  office  of  a  safety-  haemorrhage   sufficiently   severe   to  require 
valve  in  such  persons  ;  and  there  are  many  medical  assistance. 

who  have  what  are  called  bleeding  piles,  and  Of  the  actual  remedies  used  for  checking 

who  would  rather  continue  to  have  them,  the  farther  escape  of  the  blood,  one  of  the 

than  submit  to  any  change  in  their  mode  of  most  important  has  already  been  alluded  to  — 

life,  or  to  the  employment  of  other  means  of  I   mean  vensesection.      We  are  guilty     of 

evacuation.     Certainly   these  are  cases  in  homoeopathy  in   this   matter:    to    prevent 

which  nothing  should  be  done  to  stop  the  bleediugi  we  draw  blood.     After  what  was 
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stated  respecting  the  use  of  blood-letting  different  persons,  to  nitre  given  In  large 
in  inflammation,  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  doses,  to  the  mineral  acids,  to  the  mnriatod 
objects  aimed  at  by  this  measure  :  they  are  tinctnre  of  iron,  to  alum,  to  the  oil  of  tnr- 
briefly,  to  abate  the  vigour  and  force  of  the  pentine,  to  the  secale  cornutnm  or  spurred 
heart's  contraction,  to  lessen  general  p)e«  rye,  and  to  various  other  substances ;  a  more 
thora  when  it  existsv  to  remove  local  conges-  particular  account  of  the  rules  and  indica- 
tion, and  tt>  divert  the  current  of  the  blood  tions  for  administering  which,  I  may  return 
from  the  suffering  organ.  The  method,  and  to,  when  I  have  to  speak  of  individual 
the  amount,  and  the  repetition  of  the  blood*  hsepaorrhage.?. 

letting,  must  of  course  be  regulated  by  the 

circumstances  of  each  particu^  case.     And  LECTURES 

the  same  objects  may  sometimes  be  effected 
by  other  modes  of  general  depletion,  especi- 
ally by  the  use  of  purgative  medicines.  MORTIFICATION, 

Next  to  blood-letting,  OMtringenU  consH-  x)e/twrerf  in  the  Medical  Theatre  at  Si. 
tute  the  grcatresouroeagamstactuallyexisting  Gearge'e  Hoepital, 

haeroorrfaage  :  and  among  these,  eotd  is  one 

of  the  chief.     It  may  be  placed  in  direct         By  Sib  Benjamin  C.  Bbodie,  Bart, 
contact  with  the  bleeding  surface : — as  when  F.R.9.  &c. 

ice  is  etrallowed  to  restrain  haematemesis :  or  * L 

cold  water  injected  iato  the  rectum  in  exces-  Lbctubs  II. — Dec.  2d,  1840. 

sive  and  exhausting  luemorhoVs ;  or  Into  the  m^    j.-    j.      iE_     «-  ,  -. 

vagina,  m  flooding  from  the  uterus.     Or  it  Mort^catum  ^mStrangulatum  or 

may  be  applied  to  the  surfticc  of  th<!  body,  .  Ugature. 

as  near  as  possible  to  the  seat  of  the  haemorr-  I   now  call  your  attention  to  tome  ottier 

hage ;  as  to  the  nose  and  forehead  in  epistaxis ;  varieties  of  mortification, 
to  the  chest  in  hiemoptysis ;  to  the  epigas-         A  ligature  drawn  round  any  part  of  the 

trium  in  hsemorriiage  from  the  stomach ;  to  body,  so  as  to  intercept  the  communicatioa 

the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  or  to  the  with  the  great  vessels  and  the  heart,  may 

perinaeum  in  hiemorrhage  from  the  intestines,  cause  that  part  to  perish.    But  the  effect  of 

uterus,  or  urinary  organs.  But  the  influence  the  ligature  is  not  the  same  in  all  cases ;  and 

of  cold  in  constringing  the  smaller  vessels  is  it  does  not   always    produce  mortificatioD 

no(  confined  to  the  part  with  which  it  is  in  in  the  same  way.    Yon  ftpply  a  bandi^ 

contact ;  it  will  stop  hemorrhage  by  the  round  the  arm  before  yon  bleed  a  patient^ 

sympatbetie  shrinking  which  it  produces  in  to  make  the  veins  of  the  forearm    become 

cOstant  parts.     Epistaxis,  for  example,  has  distended,  the  object  being  merely  to  stop 

often  been  arrested  by  the  sudden  appositioQ  the  circulation  in  the  superficial  veins.     If 

€^  cold  water  to  the  neck,  back,  or  genital  you  take  it  off  at  the  end  of  a  few  minutes, 

organs.    Hie  nursery  remedy  consists  in  the  hand  is  at  once  just  as  it  was  before  the 

slipping  a  cold  key  down  the  back  between  ligature  was  applied.    If  you  were  to  leave 

the  clothes  and  the  skin.  it  on  for  twelve  houni,  the  whole  hand  and 

Of  even  the  mischievous  power  of  cold  in  forearm  would  become  swollen,  and  wonld 

this  way  we  have  continual  illustration  in  the  remain  swollen   for  some    time   after  the 

suppression  of  the  catamenia  by  cold  and  bandage  was  removed.    The  swelling  in  such 

wet  accidentally  applied  to  the  feet.  a  case  arises  from  the  congested  state  of  tfie 

Tliere  is  a  long  catalogue  of  medicinal  sub-  veins,  and  from  the  consequent  effusion  of 

stances  which  are  esteemed  to  possess  more  some  of  the  serum  of  the  blood  into  the  eel- 

or  less  of  a  specific  virtue,  when  taken  in-  hilar  membrane.     If  the  ligature  round  the 

temally,    in  checking  the  flow  of  blood,  arm  be  still  tighter,  so  as  to  obstruct  the 

Most  of  these  are  of  an  astringent  nature,  drculation  to  a  greater  extent,  but  without 

and  some  of  them  are  eminently  useful,  arresting  it  altogether,   the  same  effect  is 

The  acetate  of  lead  enjoys,  in  this  country,  a  produced,   namely,   serous  effusion,   which 

higher  character,  perliaps,  than  any  other  of  may    continue    for    some    time    after   the 

these  substances.  cause  whidi   produced   it   is  taken  away. 

Many  vegetable  matters,  and  some  artifi-  The  first  effect,  then,  of  a  ligature  whidh 

cial  compounds,  frequently  employed  in  in-  obstructs    the    drculation  wi&ut   aireflt- 

temal    hsmorrfaages,    seem   to   owe   their  ing  it  completely,    is  to    produce    serous 

astringent    and    styptic   properties  to  the  infiltration  of  the  cellular  membrane,  and  an 

gallic  acid  which  enters  into  their  composi-  cedematous  swelling.    The  different  kinds  of 

tion.      Sudi  are  the  rhatsny  root,  uva  ursi,  dropsy  depend  on  the  same  principle.     Dis- 

bistort,  tormentil,  the  pomegranate,  Idno,  ease  in  the  heart,  impeding  the  drcnlatioii 

catechu,  the  several  preparations  of  gall-nuts,  through  it,  gives  rise  to  anasarca  of  the  1eg8> 

and  the  nostrum  called  Rmtpim'e  etyptie.  and  dropsy  of  the  pericardium  and  plrura. 

The  power  of  arresting  tntemal  hcmorr-  Disease  oi  the  liver  produces  dropsy  of  the 

hage  hju  also  been  confidently  ascribed,  by  peritoneum. 
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But  let  us  BuppoMthttt  a  Ugatare  is  applied  It  stops  the  flow  of  the  arterial  as  well  aa  of 

in   thaa  manner  round  the  arm,  and  aUowed  the  yenous  blood,  and  the  piles  die  direetlj. 

to  remain,  00  that  the  impediment  to  the  Tliis  is  the  way  in  which  a  ligature  should  be 

circulation  continues.    A  low  sort  of  inflam-  iqpplied  in  almost  all  coses  of  surgical  opera- 

mation  is  eet  up,  the  oedematous  swelling  tion:  it  should  be  drawn  as  tight  as  possible. 

and  the  tension  are  aggravated,  and  this  may  In  deding  with  piles,  or  nwi,  or  tumors  of 

terminate  in  mortification.  the  tongue,  the  tighter  you  draw  the  ligature 

Thia  ia  one  lund  of  mortification  from  Uga*  the  sooner  the  sufierings  of  the  patient  are 

ture.     But  let  us  suppose  that  the  ligatere  over.     If  you  do  not  draw  it  tight,  he  suffers 

is    drawn    tighter  stiU :    that  it  completely  for  a  very  long  time,  and  very  grntly ;  nay, 

interoejits   not  only  the  venous,    but    the  perhaps  severe  constitutional  symptoms  may 

arterial   circulation.     It  is  evident  that  the  ensue. 

part   below  the  ligature,    being  altogether  I  have  said  that  when  you  apply  a  ligature 

deprived   of  that  supply  of   scarlet  blood  in  a  suiigical  operation,  your  object  should 

which   is    necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  be  to  stop  the  flow  gf  arterial  bkiod  at  once; 

vitality,    must  lose  its  vitality :    and  this,  and  yon  might  suppose  that  if  the  ligatun 

then,    is    another  way  in  which  a  ligature  were  kept  on  for  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour, 

produces  mortification.  that  that  would  be  sufficient ;   that  the  part 

In  the  course  of  your  practice  you  will  being  deprived  of  the  flow  of  arterial  blood 

meet  with  numerous  cases  illustrative  of  the  for  such  a  time  it  would  certainly  lose  its 

different  effects  of  ligatures  according  to  the  vitality.     But  this  is  not  exactly  the  case. 

degree  of  constriction  which  they  occasion.  You  apply  a  ligature  round  an  artory,  draw 

Thus,    a  woman  has  a  femoral  hernia.     A  it  as  tight  as  you  can ;  it  divides  the  middle 

large    portion    of    intestine    is    protruded  and  inner  coats,  but  only  compresses  the 

through  the  narrow  crural  ring  in  the  act  of  outer  coat.     It  makes  a  slough  of  a  little 

coughing.    The  ligature  is  as  tight  as  possi-  piece  of  the  latter;  and  when  the  ligature 

ble.     The  strangulation  is  complete.    The  comes  away  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  or  a 

arterial  circulation  as  well  as  the  venous  is  fortnight,  you  find  the  slough  in  it.    But  if 

completely  obstructed.     If  you  perform  the  you  cut  off  the  ligature  in  half  an  hour,  or 

oiieration  for  strangulated  hernia  on  such  a  an  hour — an  experiment  which  has  frequently 

patient,  even  in  half  an  hour,  you  may  find  the  been  made — ^thore  is  no  slough.    The  artery 

intestine  dead.    But  if  (as  generally  happens)  may  be  obliterated,  or  it  may  not,  by  the 

the  decree  of  constriction  is  less,  in  oonse*  eiliision  of  lymph ;  but  the  piece  of  the  outer 

^uenoe  of  the  opening  being  larger,  or  the  coat  that  was  included  in  the  ligature  recovers 

protruded  intestine  being  smaller  in  quantity,  itself;  at  least  it  does  not  come  away  as  a 

then  the  venous  circnlation  is  obstructed  slough.     I  once  had  oocasion  to  observe  the 

more  than  the  arterial ;  there  is  no  mortifi-  same  thing  illustrated  on  a  laiger  scale.     I 

cation  immediately :  there  is  venous  conges-  had  a  patient  with  a  malignant  tumor  of  the 

tion,  followed  by  inflammation,  which  may  tongue,   which,  according    to   the    method 

end  in  mortification  in  the  course  of  two  or  su^^ested  by  Sir  Evennl  Home,  I  deter- 

three  days,  or,  perhaps,  not  until  after  the  mined  to  remove  by  ligature.     I  drew  the 

lapse  of  a  longer  period.    A  man  has  a  double  ligature  as'tif^t  as  I  could;  and  when 

phimosis.     He  pulls  back  the  prsepuce,  and  I  saw  the  patient  halif  an  hour  afterwards,  the 

the  orifice  becomes  a  stricture  behind  the  piece  of  the  tongue  included  in  the  ligatnrea 

eonma  gUmdiM.    There  is  venous  congestion,  was  quite  livid,  and  apparently  dead.     I  saw 

The  gians  is  swollen,  assumes  a  purple  colour,  him  again  in  three  or  four  hours,  and  found 

then  becomes  exceedingly  inflamed,  and  that  him  suffering  a  great  deal  of  pain  and  incon- 

inflammation  is  followed  by  mortification,  venienoe.     It  occurred  to  me  that  the  piece 

Again,  a  patient  has  internal  piles.   They  pro-  of  the  tongue  had  been  dead  for  some  time, 

tmde  at  the  anus  ;  the  sphincter  muscle  acts  and  that  I  should,  perhaps,  give  relief  hj 

spasmodically  upon   them.      They   cannot  cutting  off  the  ligature.    With  some  little 

be  pushed  back  through  the  sphincter :  the  trouble  I  succeeded,  but,  to  my  great  an- 

retum  of  venous  blood  is  prevented ;  they  noyance,  the  next  day  I  found  the  whole 

swell,  inflame,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  piece,  which  appeared  to  be  dead,  alive  again. 

days,  they  mortify.     By  and  by  the  slough  The  ligature,  therefore,  insurgical  operationa, 

drops  off,  and  the  disease  is  cured.  must  be  drawn  as  tight  as  pMsible,  and  then 

You  will  now  understand  the  principle  left  onuntilitis  separated  bya  natural  process. 

which  oni^t  to  be  kept  in  view  when  we  use  xrnriUff^iim.  /ro«  nrp^jtur^ 

Ugatures  in  surgical  operations.     You  cure  Morttjicatwnjrompremrt. 

internal  piles  by  a  ligature.     If  you  draw  Parts  may  be  killed  by  pressure.     The 

the  ligature  only  moderately  tight,  yon  do  mode  of  death  here  is  nearly  the  same  as 

pot  kill  them  at  once :    they  swell :    they  when  parts  are    killed  by  ligature.      The 

inflame t  they  may  die  at  last,  but  not  tiU  difference  being  simply  this:  the  preasure  is 

after  a  painful  and  tedious  process.     But  if  like  a  ligature  applied  to  a  broad  surface, 

the  ligature  be  drawn  as  tight  as  possible,  operatmg  not  on  the  arterial  and  venoue 
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trunlcBi  but  on  all  the  small  vesaeLs  and  waamakingonpoisonarldWidedalltbenerres 
capillaries.     Mortification  £1*001  pressure  is  in  a  dog*s  axilla ;  I  then  divided  all  the  skin 
chieHy  obaerrable  when  the  pressure  is  made  which  was  ^tached  to  the  anterior  extrexnitj, 
on  parts  which  lie  over  a  bone  ;  where  there  and  then  the  muscles  and  cellular  membrane, 
is  no  cushion  of  flesh  between  the  skin  and  so  that  there  was  an  absolute  want  of  union 
the  bone.     If  the  pressure  be  very  tight,  it  between  the  extremity  and  the  trunk,  except 
may  produce  mortification  immediately.     I  by  means  of  the  axillary  artery  and    vein« 
remember  that  when  I  was  a  student,  a  man  iprhich  I  left  untouched.     The  animal,  at  Che 
came  into  the  hospital  with  a  fracture  of  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours,  was  kill^  ; 
1^.     The  Buigeon  applied  splints,  and  drew  but  the  limb  maintained  its  vitality  perfectly 
a   bandage   over   them  round  the  foot   aa  all  the  time.     In  spite,  however,  of  this  and 
tight  as  possible.     The  next  day  the  man  of  other  drcumstances  which  I  mig-ht  men- 
was  in  k  great  deal   of  pain  and   suffer-  tion  of  the  same  kind,  a  concussion  of  the 
ing.     The  bandage  was  removed,  but  it  had  spinal  marrow  makes  the  patient  liable — and 
already  occasioned  a  broad  slough  of  the  skin  sometimes  almost  immediately — to  mortih- 
over  the  instep.     I  have  in  other  instances  cation  of  the  parts  below, 
seen  sloughs  produced  in  the  same  manner.         Patients  are  more  or  less  liable  to  mortz- 
as  it  were  instantaneously,  in  consequence  of  fication  from  pressure,  accordingly  as  they 
bandages  being  applied  too  tight.  are  more  or  leiss  emaciated.     A  man  with  a 

But  in  the  great  number  of  cases  where  good  cushion  of  fat  between  the  skin  and  the 
mortification  is  the  result  of  pressure,  it  does  os  sacrum,  or  the  skin  and  the  great  trochan- 
not  occur  immediately,  but  dfter  the  lapse  of  ter,  is   not  so  liable   to  the   formation    of 
some  time ;    and  it  is  not  a  direct,  but  a  sloughs  in  those  parts  as  a  thin  one ;   and 
secondary  consequence  of  the  pressure.     A  that  for  obvious  reasons, 
man,  for  instance,  is  bed-ridden ;  he  lies  on  a         When  you  suspect  that  pressure  on  any 
hard  mattraas ;   he  becomes  very  thin ;   the  part  is  so  great  as  to  be  likely  to  occasion 
skin  over  the  oa  sacrum  becomes  tender  to  the  mortification,   you  can  do  nothing  but  re- 
touch, itinflames,  assuming  a  dark  red  colour ;  move  the  pressure.    When  a  bandage  is  placed 
vesications  form  upon  it ;   the  inflammation  in  a  case  of  fracture,  you  must  remove  it  as 
goes  on,  and  ends  in  mortification.     Hence,  soon  as  you  suspect  that  the  swelling  of  the 
though    pressure    may   produce  immediate  parts  has  made  it  very  tight,  lest  mortification 
mortification  in  some  iiwtanoes,  yet  in  or-  should  follow.      When  a  patient  has  been  ao 
dinary  cases  it  does  so  by  causing  inflamma-  long  confined  to  Ida  bed,  that  you  expect  mor- 
tion  first,  which  inflammation,  the  pressure  tification  will  take  place,  you  must  endeavour 
being  continued,  ends  in  the  same  manner.  to  guard  against  it.     It  is  more  'easy  to  pre- 

This  kind  of  mortification  from  pressure  vent  it  than   to  stop  it  when   it  has   once 

takes  place  under  certain  circumstances  more  begun.  How,  then,  is  this  to  be  accomplished  ? 

readily    than    under    others.      A    man    is  If  a  patient  lies  on  his  back,  the  skin  siou^ha 

weakened  by  continued  fever,  and,  from  the  over  the  os  sacrum  ;  if  on  one  side,  then  it 

state  of  debUity  in  which  he  then  is,  pressure  sloughs  over  the  great  trochanter.     Endea- 

on  the  skin  over  the  os  sacrum  and  other  vour,   when  he  can  manage  it,  to  make  a 

projecting  parts  of  bone  will  produce  morti-  patient  vary  his  posture.      If  he  can  be 

fication,  while  it  would  not  produce  it  if  he  shifted,  let  him  lie  at  one  time  on  his  back  ; 

were  in  vigour  and  health.     After  injuiiea  of  at  another,  on  his  side :   nay,  let  him  turn 

the  spinal  cord,  mortification  from  pressure  round,  and  lie  occasionally  on  his  hce.    If 

is  very  readily  induced.     A  man  has  the  you  have  what  they  call  a  prone  coudi, 

spinal  cord  torn  through  in  the  middle  of  the  properly  constructed  for  the  purpose,  he  may, 

back  ;    and  you    find,   almost   before    you  in  many  instances,  use  it  to  great  advantage, 

suspect  that  there  is  any  thing  wrong,  a  In  one  of  the  worst  cases  of  this  kind,  when 

great  slough  over  the  sacrum.     Nay,  the  mortification  had  begun,  I  used  to  turn  the 

pressure  of  the  mattraas  against  the  ankles  patient  on  his  face  many  hours  in  the  day, 

will,  in  such  cases,  produce  mortification.    I  and  with   perfect  success.     But  sometimes 

have  known  mortification  begin  in  the  ankle  the  patient  cannot  be  shifted.    There  may  be 

within  twenty-four  hours  after  an  injury  of  firacture  of  the  thigh,  and  he  must  lie  always 

the  spine ;  and  a  remarkable  drcumstanoe  it  on  his  back.     You  must  then  endeavour  to 

seems  to  be,  that  injuries  of  the  spinal  cord  take  off  the  pressure  by  other  means — by  an 

should  thus  lessen  the  vital  powers,  so  as  to  air  cushion  with  a  hole  in  the  centre,  the 

make   the   patient  liable   to    mortification,  tender  part  over  the  os  sacrum  being  in  the 

when  we  consider  how  many  circumstances  hole  of    the  cushion.        But  in  all  cases 

there  are  that  would  lead  us  to  doubt  whe-  where  you  use  an  expedient  of  this  kind  you 

ther  the  nerves  have  any  influence  over  the  should  first  apply  a  piece  of  common  soap 

capillary     circulation.        The     circulation,  plaister,  spread  on  calico,  over  die  part,  to 

viewed  by  a  microscope,  in  a  frog's  foot,  goes  support  it.     If  you  merely  place  the  hole 

on  just  the  same  whether  the  nerves  are  of  the  cushion  under  the  os  sacrum,  the  skia 

divided  or  not.     In  an  experiment  which  I  will  bulge  into  the  hole,  and  the  patient  will 
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lie  aa  bad  as  if  there  were  no  hole  at  all,  or  for  a  riiort  space  of  timef  radi  u  a  oontoflion 

even  worse.    The  same  nileappliea  to  all  cases  or  a  wound. 

where  you  use  contrivances  to  take  off  pressure,  Tike  effect  of  mechanical  injury  may  be  to 
as  in  Uiose  of  corns  and  bunnions.     In  cases  produce  mortification,  which  is  confined  to  the 
where  you  can.  have  recourse  to  it,  the  water-  parts  actually  injured.     For  instance,  a  man 
bed  is  very  useful  in  preventing  mortification  gets  a  kick  on  the  shin,  and  the  next  day 
from  pressure.     Dr.  Amott*s  hydrostatic  or  there  is  a  slough,  and  the  skin  is  dead,  just 
water-bed  difibses  the  pressure  every  where,  where  he  was  kicked.     Why  ?   Because  the 
When  you  lie  on  a  mattress,  the  pressure  is  kick  bruised  the  skin  against  the  hone,  rup- 
thrown  on  all  the  prominent  parts  of  the  body,  tured  the  capillary  vessels,  and  destroyed  the 
and  little  elsewhere ;  but  in  using  the  water-  organization  in  the  part,  so  that  life  could 
bedthe  water  rises  to  fill  up  the  hollow  places,  not  go  on.     But  here  the  mortification   ia 
and  the  pressure  is  not  greater  on  the  sacrum  confined  to  the  part  actually  injured.      A 
than  on  other  parts.     No  doubt  this  bed  is  remarkable  circumstance  happens  in  some  of 
the  beat  method  which  has  yet  been  contrived  these  cases.     The  cellular  membrane  has  not 
for  preventing  mortification  from  pressure —  so  much  vitality  as  the  skin,  and  therefore 
the  only  objection  to  it  is,  that  it  is  not  ap-  perishes    more  easily.      A  blow   will  dis- 
plicable  to  all  cases.      In  cases  of  compound  organize  the  cellular  membrane  which  will 
fracture  of  the  thigh  or  leg,  for  example,  it  not  disorganize  the  skin.      A  man  came 
would  not  give  sufficient  steadiness  to  the  in-  into  the  hospital  who  had  had  a  severe  blow 
jured  limb.  on  the  instep ;  there  was  a  purple  appear- 
But  another  plan  may  be.  adopted  to  pre-  anoe,  but  no  very  extensive  ecchymosis,  and 
vent  mortification  from  pressure — that  is,  I  thought  nothing  of  it.      The  next  day  I 
to  prevent  the  inflammation  which  precedes  found  the  part  inflamed,  the  following  day 
it.     The  thicker  the  cuticle  the  more  it  will  there  was  a  good  deal  of  swelling,  and  on  the 
protect  the  parts  beneath  it.     You  may,  if  third  day  the  skin  was  beginning  to  slough, 
you  attend  to  it  in  time,  add  to  the  thiclmess  I  divided  the  skin  with  a  lancet,  and  found  a 
of  the  cuticle  by  stimulating  the  surface  of  large  slough  of  the  cellular  membrane.     The 
the  skin.    Nurses  know  this  very  wdl,  for  blow  had  pressed  the  skin  and  th&  cellular 
when  patients  are  bed-ridden  they  wash  the  membrane  against  the  bones  of  the  instep, 
parts  subjected   to  pressure  wiUi   brandy,  and  had  killed  the  latter  but  not  the  former. 
What  is  better,  is  a  lotion  composed  of  two  The  slough  of  the  cellular  membrane  would 
grains  of  the  ozymuriate  of  mercury  to  an  have  been  followed  by  an  extensive  sloughing 
ounce  of  proof  spirits.     When  you  think  that  of  the  sldn  if,  acting  on  the  principle  explained 
a  patient  is  likely  to  be  confined  so  long  in  bed  '  in  my  laat  lecture,   I  had  not  divided  the 
that  there  may  be  mortification  from  pres^  latjter  freely.     In  cases  in  which  you  suspect 
sure,  wash  the  parts  two  or  three  times  a  that  the  cdlular  membrane  may  be  destroyed 
day  with  this  lotion.     I  have  found  it  useful  while  the  skin  is  not,  you  must  watch  the 
in  other  cases  where  a  patient  suffers  firom  patient,  and  if  there  be  swelling  and  inflam- 
pressure.     A  man  has  a  rupture  which  re-  mation  yon   should   divide    the   skin,   and 
quires  to  be  supported  by  a  very  powerful  save  it  from  perishing  as  far  as  you  can, 
truss.     It  galls  and  frets  the  skin,  and  may  though  you  cannot  save  it  entirely, 
at  last  cause  inflammation  and  sloughing ;  But  in  other  cases  the  mortification  is  not 
but  under  the  use  of  the  lotion,  a  thicker  confined  to  the  part  actuaUy  injured,  but  may 
cuticle  is  generated,  and  this    mischief   is  extend  to  the  greater  part  of  the   limb, 
avoided.  These  are  the  cases  to  which  the  name  of 
The  sores  which  remain  after  the  sepa-  traumatic  gangrene  is  applied.     A  man  sns- 
rationof  a  slough  produced  |>y  pressure,  are  tains  a  severe  injury  in  the  leg,  and  a  great 
to  be  treated  like  conunon  sores ;  this  being  part  of  it  mortifies.      It  would  appear  that 
kept  in  view,  that  the  skin  wiU  slough  again  tiie  mode  in  which  traumatic  gangrene  is 
if  the  pressure  be  continued.     You  must,  if  produced  varies    in  different  cases.      Mr. 
possible,  contrive  to  take  the  pressure  off  Guthrie,  for  example,   describes  a  case  in 
these  sores ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  not  al-  which  mortification  of  the  leg  took  place  as 
ways  possible  for  you  to  do  so,  and  in  spite  high  up  as  the  knee,   in  consequence  of  a 
of  all  your  care  and  trouble  slough  will  form  blow  on  the  back  of  the  leg.    The  limb  was 
alter  slough,  exposing  the  sacrum  or  tro-  amputated,  and  when  he  came  to  dissect  the 
chanter,  or  other  bony  structures,  whatever  parts  it  was  found  that  the  blow  had  laoe- 
they  may  be.  rated  the  lining  membrane  of  the  popliteal  ar- 
tery, in  consequence  of  which  there  had  been 
Mortification  from   eoniunont  and  trau-  effusion  oflymph  into  the  cavity  of  that  vessel, 
matie  gangrene.  stopping  it  up.    That  alone  might  not  have 
I  now  come  to  speak  of  mortificatum  from  prodnoMl  mortification,  but  the  anterior  and 
a  blow  or  other  mechanical  severe  injury.     It  posterior  tibial   arteries  were  torn  through 
maybe  said  that  pressure  is  mechaniad  injury,  also,  and  the  result  of  this  doable  injury  was 
but  I  now  speak  of  a  sudden  injury  operating  that  the  limb,  not  getting  a  proper  supply 
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of  blood,  perished.      In  this  case  the  pres-  How  does  the  pcrfosteam  adhere  to    die 

sure  of  extrayasated  blood  might  hare  oon-  bones?   By  the  small  venelt.     It  iaevideat, 

tributed,   in  some   degree,   to  produce  the  then,  that  the  shock  of  the  ncriilpnt  miMt 

mortification.       Bat   local  extravasation  of  have  occasioned  a  great  injury  to  the  smaJI 

blood,  if  it  exist  to  a  great  extent,    is,    of  vessels  connecting   the  periosteum    to     the 

itself,  sufficient  to  produce  this  effect.   When  tibia  and  fibula,  and  the  probability  is,  that 

I  was  house-surgeon  a  man  was  bronght  into  the  same  kind  of  injury  inflicted  cm  all  the 

this  hospital  with  some  kind  of  tumor  about  capillary  vessels  of  the  limb  laid  the 

the  groin,  but  no  pulsation  was  felt  in  it^  and  dation  for  the  mortification.     I  do  not 

no  one  suspected  that  it  was  an  aneurism,  how  the  occurrence  of  mortification  in 

There  was  severe  pain  felt  in  the  thigh,  evi-  ike  this  can  otherwise  be  explained, 
dently  arising  from  pressure  on  the  anterior         It  has  been  a  sort  of  dieiuin  of  the  achocds 

crural  nerve,  and  tlie  event  proved  that  there  of  surgery,  that  you  should  not  amputate 

was  an  aneurism,  though  it  had  not  been  indi-  while  mortification  is  going  on;  and   oer> 

cated  by  the  usual  signs.     It  burst  one  day  tainly,  when  there  is  mortification  from  fnri- 

into  the  cellular  membrane;  the  man  screamed  fied  arteries  (as  I  shall  hereafter  explain),  or 

out  as  if  he  was  being  murdered,  so  hor*  where  there  is  mortification  firom   inllnm- 

rible  was  the   pain.     The  next   day  there  mation,  you  ought  to  wait  for  the  morttfi- 

was  gangrene  as  high  up  as  the  groin,  and  cation  being  stopped,  and  for  the  formation  of 

the  man  died  in  about  a  fortnight.     On  dis-  a  distinct  Ihie  of  separation,  before  yon  pro> 

section  we  discovered  an  aneurism   of  the  ceed   to  an  operation.      But  it  most  hare 

internal  iliac  artery,  which  had  burst  under  been  palpable  to  everybody  who  took   the 

Poupart's  ligament.    The   extravasation  of  puns  to  consider  the  subject,  that  tiiis  rule 

blood  had  prevented  the  circulation  firom  would  not  apply  to  all  cases  of  mortification, 

being  carried  on  in  the  limb,  and  hence  it  For  exampLs,    a  man  has  a  strangulated 

mortified.     There  was  a  man  in  the  hospital,  hernia ;  when  you  open  the  sac  you  find  the 

long  ago,  who  had  popliteal  aneurism.    I  had  omentum  strangulated,  a  part  of  it  dead,  and 

fixed  the  day  for  tying  the  femoral  artery ;  the  mortification  still  extending.     You  woold 

but  on  the  day  previous  to  this,  the  anen-  not  hesitate  in  a  case  like  this  to  cut  off  the 

rism   burst  into  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  the  dead  and  dyingomentum.   If  piles  were  widesr. 

next  day  the  Umb  was  in  a  state  of  morti-  goingthe  process  of  mortification  from  being 

fication ;  so  that  instead  of  tying  the  artery  strangulated  by  the  sphincter  muscle,  yon 

I  amputated  the  leg.    The  vessels  below  would  not  hesitate  to  cut  them  off.    Yon  may 

were  all  quite  pervious,  and  the  circulation  conceive  many  other  cases,  in  which  theeanae 

would  hare  gone  on  very  well  but  for  the  of  mortification  is  local,  and  to  wUdi  the 

pressure  produced  upon  them  by  the  im-  general  rule  which  I  have  just  mentioned  doan 

mense  extravasation  of  blood.     No  doubt,  not  apply.     Baron  Larrey  has  the  credit  of 

in  many  cases  of  traumatic  gangrene,  this  is  having  pointed  out  more  distinctly  than  had 

one  principal  cause  of  the  mortification.  been  done  before,  that  where  there  is  mortifi- 

But  traumatic  gangrene  takes  place  in  cation  from  local  injury  yon  may  venture  to 

another  way,  and,  to  ^ustrate  what  I  mean,  amputate,  though  the  mortification  is  still 

I  will  mention  the  circumstances  of  a  case  spreading.    But  I  apprehend  that  the  opera- 

which  occurred  in  the  hospital  some  few  don  must  be  had  recourse  to  at  once,  and 

years  since.     A  poor  boy  was  jumping  over  that  the  case  admits  of  no  delay.     If  in  con- 

a  ditch,  and  came  with  considerable  force  sequence  of  local  injury  to  a  Umb  mortifica- 

upon  his  feet.     There  was  a  compound  frac-  tion  has  begun,  but  has  not  yet  produced 

ture  of  the  leg  above  the  ankle.    The  exter-  any  severe  shock  on  the  system,  theace  yon 

nal  wound  was  trifling,   but  it  was  evident  may  amputate.     But  where  the  mortification 

that  a  great  shock  had  been  given  to  the  has  been  going  on  for  ^me  days,  so  that 

foot  and  the  leg.     Four  days  afterwards  the  the  system  has  begun  to  be  inflnenc»d  by  it, 

limb  was  in  a  state  of  mortification  as  high  the  pnUe  getting  weak,  perhaps  intermitting, 

as  the  knee,  and  the  mortification  seemed  to  and  with  great  prostration  of  strength,  insach  a 

be  extending  to  the  thigh.     I  amputated  the  case  you  miistnotventure  to  amputate.   Under 

tlugh  as  high  up  as  I  could,  near  to  the  great  such  circumstances  it  is  probable  that  the 

trochanter.      We  dissected  the  limb  very  system  is  not  in  a  state  to  bear  the  additional 

carefully.     The  large  arteries,  and  also  the  shock  of  the  operation.     However,  I  believe 

large  veins,  were  quite  pervious.    There  was,  that  cases  enough  may  be  adduced  to  prove 

in  fact,   no  injury  whatever  to  the  arterial  that  Baron  Larrey's  rale  of  not  waiting  to 

trunks:  but  the  cellular  membrane,  the  mus-  amputate  till  the  mortification  has  stopped, 

cles,  and,  in  short,  all  the  structures,  seemed  is  applicable  in  a  great  number  of  instances 

to  be  more  or  less  disorganised.    There  were  where  the  disease  arises  from  local  ii^juiy. 

spots  of  ecchymosis  in  tiie  large  nerves ;  the  It  is  good  in  theory,  and  there  is  now  suffi- 

periosteum  was  universally  detached  from  the  cient  experience  to  enable  us  to- say  that  it  is 

fibula,  and  very  nearly  so  from  the  tibia,  good  in  practice  also. 
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A  FURTHER  EKQUIRY    .  Inversion ;   and  when  the  rectus  ex- 

iKTOTHB  temuB  is  cut  through,  the  pupil  be- 

ACTIONS  OF  THE  OBLIQUE  MUS-  ^^^^  ^«?.  i^yerted  than  it  is  everted 

n  VQ  OP  THw  T?vT?  ^^  ***®  division  of  the  adductor,— a 

CLES  OF  THE  EYE.  difference  in  degree  attributed  to  the 

By  C.  Rajdcliffb  Hall,  Manchsster,  combined  action  of  the  two  obliques, 

[Jbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette.-]  which  are  suppoged  by  Mr^uffin  to 

"•                         ■■  assist  the  rectos  extemus.    The  power 

Thb  existence  in  most  maaunalia  of  of  inversion  possessed  after  the  com- 
the  suspensory  muscle  of  the  eye,  must  ™on  operation  for  convergent  strabis- 
inore  criess  complicate  any  results  that  P»*  »  ascribed  more  to  the     acquired 
may  ensue  from  the  division  of  other  mflience  of  the  inner  fibres  of  the 
orbital    muscles.      The   only    experi-  supenor  aiid  inferior  recU,  than  to  the 
mcAtal    mode   of  obtaining   decisive  ""^o"  ?f  the  oblique  muscles.' 
conclusions  applicable  to  human  phy-  .f-^^"^  *f  "»*«"°'  rectus  was  di- 
Biology,  appeiw  to  consist  in  slJmi-  "^ed,  three  days  dapsed  l^fore  the 
lating  the  individual  muscles   them-  cornea  ^  displaced  upwards  by  the 
selvM,  or  the  nerves  from  which  they  "^^^  ?».  *«  eupenor  rectus. 
derive  their  motor  energy.    In  a  pre-  *■  P'^**"^  °1.  *«  superior  rectus 
vioufl  paper,*  I  have  stated  the  results  '^^  ««  alteration  in  the  position  of 
obtained  by  the  latter  mode  of  expe-  ™®  ®?f"*^.  .  .         -    „   ».       ^    •  i,* 
rimenting  on  the  dog  and  cat,  an/as  ^-  ^  ^vision  of  all  the  stra^ht 
the  anat^nical  distriftition  of  the  third  mttscles,  "  the  puml  remained  fixcd^in 
and  fourth  nerves,  as  far  as  the  muscles  *e  vis«al  aas  of  the  orbit:  •••it  was 
are   concerned,  is  the  same  in  these  3"'*  impossible   to  decide  what  in- 
animals  as  in  man,  it  seems  fair  to  Huence  tRe  obhque  muscles  exerted,  or 
conclude  that  similar  effects  would  be  whether   they   produced   any  special 
produced  by  like  experiments  in  the  movement  at  all.    It  waa  dear,  how- 
human  being.      In  ihe  dog  and  cat,  c'^".  jl*'''  '^ey  neither  drew  the  eye 
whenever  the  eye-ball  is  retnSted  by  the  *owm^  ^^^,?'^^  "°'  ^  ^°^^  "'S^*' 
Buspensorius,  the   rudimentary  mem-  ot  tne  oroit._  _                        .      vv 
braSa  nictitans  (the  haw)  is  protruded.  7.  On  divMion  of  the  supenor oblique 
The  sixth  nerve  suppUes  the  suspen-  «»,^  «tern^  fctus  muscles,  the  eye- 
■orius  and  rectus  extwnusexdusivSyi  baU  protruded  considerably,  and  the 
hence,  when  galvanism  was  applied  to  P«!»l— "  elated  in  a  most  extraordi- 
thia  nerve,  the  eye-ball  was  retracted,  ^  '«S'"'«'   -*«^  drawn  diagonally 
the  haw  projected,  and  the  cornea  di-  outwwds  and  upwards.     This  diagonal 
rected  outwirdsi  in  man,  the  last-  A'wtion  of  the  pupil  is  attributed  to 
eveision  of  the  cornea- would  have  the  contraction  of  the  inferior  obhque 
been  the  only  effect.     The  prindpal  when  unopposed  by  the  trochlear^ 
conclusions  afrived  at  by  Mr.  DuAn,  8-.D>vision  of  the  mfcnor  obhque 
from  division  of  the  tendons  of  the  and  internal  rectus  caused  protrusion  of 
various  orbital  muscles  in  dogsj  as  stated  *^  cye-baU,  and  the  pupil  was  direced 
in  a  late  number  of  your  Ga«tte,  outwards  but  not  upwards ;  and  in  tins 
appear  to  be  the  following :-  situation  it  remained  immovcably  fixed. 

Twhen  all  the  orbital  muscles  are  J*'*  ?*I^T*"^'  '^"  ^^''^  ^  ^"^ 

in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition,  divi-  abbreviated  the  above  conclusipnt  ap- 

sion  of  the  adductor  or  abductor  causes  P^'  to  W  been  perfonned  skilfully, 

the  antagonist  muscle  to  contract  in  *°d  ^th  every  due  precaution^  and 

the  fuUeS  degree  of  which  it  is  capa-  were  doubUess  observed  wiUi  the  ut- 

ble,  produdng  strabismus,  and   "Se  most  accuracy,  but  the  resvdts  prove,  I 

movementa  ofthe  eye-ball,  in  the  dire-  wncc^e.  how  diflicult  is  the  appbca- 

tion  of  the  cut  mu^le  will  be  whoUy  ^lon  of  inferences  so  obtained  to  ac- 

destroved "  count  for  the  action  of  the  orbital 

2.  "The  obUque  muscles  take  very  ^^^^  «»  '^°;    Sir  C.  BeU  divided 

Uttle  part  in  the  Utend  movemenU  of  '^e  supenor  rectus  in  the  rabbit  j  the 

the  eves "  ^7^  remained  stationary.     In  a  short 

a  Vhen  the  internal  rectus  is  di-  time,  however,  die  pupil  was  depressed, 

vided,  the  obliques  have  no  power  of  and  the  animal  had  no  power  of  raising 

1 2 1 It     Sir  Charles  accounts  for  this,  by 

*  Medical  Guette  for  October  16, 18M.  conbideiing  that   during  the   expert- 
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ment,  the  eye  was  spasmodically  fixed  evidence  of  the  light  being  unnsuaLlW 
by  the  general  action  of  the  muscles,  strong,  than  by  drawing  the  lower  part 
and  particularly  by  the  powerful  re-  of  the  globe  inwards  and  rather  back- 
tractor.*    NeitHer  this  result,  nor  those  wards  so  as  slightly  to  conceal  the  inner 
marked  above,  4  and  5,  would  have  oc-  and  lower  portion  of  the  pupil,  fmd,  at 
curred  on  the  human  subject.     Instead  the  same  time,  to  project  tne  upper  part 
of  the  marked  protrusion  of  the  globe  of  the  globe.    This,  I  conceive,  vrsw 
and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  which  Mr.  due  to  the  action  of  the  obliquus  in- 
Duflin  found  to  attend  tne  division  of  ferior,  which,  in  this  case,  would  sub- 
either  of  the  oblique  muscles  in  the  serve  the  same  purpose  which  it  doe^ 
dog,  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  states  that  in  man  by  the  opposite  means  of  di- 
the  result  of  dividing  the  oblique  in  recting  the  pupil  upwards  and  inwards, 
the  rabbit  was    "  the  permanent  re-  Such  a  motion  in  the  fish,  having  no 
traction  of  the  globe  within  the  orbit,  eye-lids,  would  defeat  the  intention, 
its  depression  on  the  floor  of  that  cavity,  and  as  strong  light  invariably  enters 
the  contraction  of  the  pupil,  without  the  water  from  above,  the  means  thooeh 
however  any  lateral  direction."!  slight  seem  well  adapted  to  fulfil  the 
A  careful  examination  of  the  ana-  end  in  view.     If  the  globe  of  the  hu- 
tomy    of  the  oblique  muscles  would  man  eye  be  distended  to  its  natural 
seem  to  leave  little  doubt  as  to  their  size  by  merciuy,  or  wax,  and  the  in- 
principal  actions,  but  from  the  inac-  sertion  of  the  oblique  muscles  accu- 
curacy  of  many  plates  of  the  orbital  rately  dissected,  no  one  can  question 
muscles  in  man,  ttiey  might  have  been  that  they  both  pass  from  within  out- 
sketched  from  dissections  of  other  ani-  wards  and  backwards,  and  are  con- 
mals.    The  exact  situation  of  the  inser-  nected  to  the  sclerotica  posterior  to  its 
tionsofthe  two  obliciues  differs  according  greatest  transverse  diameter.    Assuni- 
to  the  obliquity  witn  which  the  eyes  are  ing  other  muscles  to  be  passive,  and 
placed  in  the  head.   In  the  sheep,  for  in-  the  eye- ball  to  be  capable  of  partial 
stance,  thetendonofthe  superior  oblique  revolution  on  the  optic  nerve  as  its 
is  inserted  between  the  cornea  and  the  axis,  the  shortening  of  the  tendon  of 
greatest    transverse    diameter   of   the  the  superior  muscle  draws  the  outer  and 
globe ;  in  birds,  also,  it  is  anterior  to  back  part  of  the  globe  forwards  and 
its  point  of  attachment  in  man;  whilst  inwaros,  and  throws  the  cornea  into 
in  fishes,  in  which  the  eyes  look  almost  just  the  reverse  direction.     If  the  infe- 
directly  outwards,  the  arrangement  is  rior  oblique  possessed  just  the  same 
peculiar.    In  the  cod-fish  and  haddock  direction  as  tne  last,  its  action  should 
the  obliqui  pass  from  behind  forwards  be  that  of  directing  the  cornea  up- 
and  outwards,  and  are  both  inserted  on  wards  and  outwards ;  but  its  origin  is 
the  outer  part  of  the  eye-ball  a  few  considerable,  and  extends  within  the 
lines  distant  from  the  cornea.    The  su-  orbitar  ridge  beneath  the  eye-ball,  as 
perior  oblique  has  no  pulley,  but  the  far  back  as  the  roof  of  the  infra-orbi- 
circuit  which  it  makes  over  the  globe  tar  canal,  so  that  most  of  its  fibres  pass 
probably  gives  it  to  some  extent  the  much  more  directly  backwards   and 
X)ower  of  rotatinp^  the  eye  outwards,  upwards,  than  does  the  tendon  of  the 
whilst    its  insertion  posterior  to  the  obliquus  superior  backwards  and  down- 
transverse  central  line — as  in  man —  waros.    Its  insertion,  also,  is  more  ex- 
is  unnecessary,  on  account  of  the  dif-  panded,  and  commencing  more  ante- 
ferent  direction  in  which  the  muscle  riorly,  extends  closer  to  the  optic  nerve 
acts.    Theinferior  oblique,  by  drawing  than,  that   of   the   superior    oblique, 
the  outer  and  front  part  of  the  eye-ball  Hence,  the  effect  of  shortening  the 
downwards,  backwards,  and  inwards,  fibres  of  the  inferior  oblique  is  that  of 
the  other  muscles  bein?  passive,  would  depressing  the  outer  and  posterior  part 
produce  the  direction  of  pupil  by  which  of  the  globe,  and  drawing  it  sligntly 
the  fish  seems  to  endeavour  to  exclude  forwards,  thus  producins^  a  slight  rota- 
too  strong  a  light.    I  concentrated  the  tion  of  the  eye-ball  on  the  optic  nerve, 
rays  of  tne  sun  on  the  eye  of  a  gold  and  directing  the  cornea  upwards  and 
fisn,  both  in  and  out  of  water,  without  inwards.    Acting  alternately,  the  two 
producing  the  least  change  of  size  in  muscles  produce  the  rotatory  move- 
nie  pupil,  and  the  fish  betrayed  no  other  ments,  but  contracting  toeetner  they 

-r7cr*r~;^^ TZ, Zrz^^i^^  «  t^  tend  to  draw  the  glol)e  slightly  for- 

*  Ob  Che  Nervous  Syttem,  8d  edition,  p.  157.  _.  ^j^        ,  .         _j    °  o      / 

t  Otiy»i  iioapiui  Reports  for  Oct.  1838,  p.  476.  ward!  and  inwards. 
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In  the  ape,  the  eyes  are  directed  for-  Obs.  8.  The  eye  slightly  protruded 
wards,  ana   their  muscles  resemble  in  from  the  orbit,  and  the  swollen  condi- 
number  and  arrangement  those  of  the  hu-  tion  of  the  eye-lids  added  to  the  ap- 
man  eye.  Having  obtained  a  full-grown  pearance  of  protrusion. 
nionkejr,  I  made'  the  following  ex  peri-  Obs.  9.  The  direction  of  the  cornea 
ments  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Turner  before  closing    the  eye   (the  inferior 
(lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology),  oblioue   being  the  only  muscle  nndi- 
Mr.     Hunt    ^lecturer    on    the    Eye),  vided)  was  upwards  and  inwards. 
Messrs.  Pumival,  Redfem,  and  other  To  afford  a  more  satisfactory  view  of 
professional  friends.  the  eye,  no  incision  towards  the  tern- 
Dec.  4th.  The  left  eye  operated  on.  pie  through  the  outer  commissure  of 
Obs.    1.  The  inferior  rectus  was  di-  the  lids,  was  made  at  the  commence- 
▼ided —  the    cornea    became    directed  ment  of  the  experiment.    On  being  set 
slightly    more   upwards   than    that  of  free,  the  montey  immediately  picked 
the  opposite  eye.  off  the  adhesive  straps  which  naa  beeu 
Obs.  2.  The  internal  rectus  was  cut  applied  to   the  eye-lids,  and  thus  left 
through— the  eye  was  dra>vn  outwards  the  upper  part  or  the  cornea  exposed 
foT  an  instant,  but  resumed  its  previous  through  the  wound  made  in  the  upper 
situation  immediately.  lid  for  the  section  of  the  obliquus  su- 

Obs.  3.  The  superior  rectus  being  perior. 

divided,  the  cornea  assumed  a  directly  Dec.  10th.  I   was  favoured  by  the 

central  axis.  presence  of  Messrs.  Holland,  Furnival, 

Obs.  4.  The  eye  could  still  be  in-  and  Dorrington,  surgeons, 

verted,  but  not  nearly  to  the  full  extent.  The  left  eye-ball   appeared    rather 

and  could  be  directed  diagonally  up-  sunk,  and  its  cornea  opaciue  through 

wards  and  inwards,  but  not  at  aJl  oi-  the  wound  in  the  upper  lid  which  had 

rectly  upwards.    There  was  complete  not  healed. 

power  01  eversion,  and  the  pupil  coidd  Right  eye.  The  external  commissure 

be  directed  diagonally  downwards  and  was  mvided,  so  as  to  give  a  better  view 

outwards,  but  not  directly  downwards,  of  the  eye-ball. 

Obs.  5.  The  rectus  extemus  was  Obs.  10.  The  tendon  of  the  rectus 
then  divided,  by  which  all  power  of  extemus  was  cut  through : — ^the  cornea 
direct  eversion  was  destroyed,  but  the  immediately  became  turned  inwards, 
cornea  could  still  be  directed  down-  producing  convergent  squint.  It  could 
wards  and  outwards,  though  not  to  the  still  be  turned  aownwards  and  out- 
extent  that  existed  before  the  com-  wards  to  a  certain  extent,  but  all  power 
mencement  of  the  experiment.  The  of  direct  inversion  was  lost, 
cornea,  when  the  attention  of  the  ani-  Obs.  11.  The  tendon  of  the  rectus 
mal  was  not  excited  in  an  opposite  di-  intemus  being  divided,  the  cornea  im- 
rection,  was  fixed  upwards  ana  inwards,  mediately  returned  to  the  centre ;  but, 
though  not  to  the  extent  that  could  be  by  attracting  the  attention  of  the  ani- 
induced  in  the  other  eye.  mal,  the  cornea  could  still  be  directed 
Obs.  5.  The  upper  eye-lid  was  then  inwards,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as 
cut  through  close  to  the  edge  of  the  it  could  before  the  section  of  the 
orbit,  and  the  tendon  of  the  superior  tendon. 

oblique  brought  forward  by  a  curved  Obs.  12.  The  tendon  of  the  rectus 
probe  and  divided.  The  cornea  was  inferior  was  divided : — the  cornea  w^as 
now  directed  upwards  and  inwards,  immecUately  directed  upwards  in  the 
but  when  the  other  eye  was  moved  central  line,  so  as  to  be  half  hidden 
from  side  to  side,  slight  vaciUation  ^'as  when  the  upper  eye-lid  was  not  held 
perceptible;  but  the  cornea  never  passed  up.  It  was  oifiicult  to  excite  the  at- 
more  outwards  than  the  central  line.  tention  of  the  monkey  so  as  to  cause 
Obs.  7.  The  pupils  of  both  eyes  si-  downward  and  outward  motion,  but 
multaneously  undenu'ent  changes,  as  this  was,  nevertheless,  several  times 
the  eyes  were  more  or  less  exposed  to  distinctly  effected.  The  animal  was 
the  lightf  but  no  effect  was  produced  readily  made  to  move  the  cornea  up- 
on the  iris  by  the  section  of  any  of  the  wards  and  inwards,  and  to  a  slight  ex- 
recti  muscles,  or  of  the  superior  oblique,  tent,  directly  inwaids,  but  generally  the 
It  was  thought  that  the  pupils  were  upward  direction  much  predominated, 
more  contracted  after  than  before  the  Obs.  13.  The  obliquus  inferior  was 
infliction  of  the  injury  attending  the  then  cut  through.  No  alteration  from 
experiment.  *^c  upward  direction  and  central  sittta- 
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tion  of  the  cornea  was  peroeiTed.  The  each  of  the  other  miuclfes  prewnted  a 

eye  was  several  times  caused  to  look  swollen  linear  eminence,  in  whidi  the 

downwards  and  outwards,  and  when  muscular  fibres   terminated  ahmptiy. 

the  upper  lid  was  much  elevated,  the  without  any  vestige  of  tendon.     Tlio 

cornea   was   occasionidlv   raised   up-  adhesion  to  the  sclerotica  w^as  less  firm 

wards,  and  then  more  slowly  lowered  than  it  appeared,  the  slightest  traction 

again  to  the  horizontal  median  line,  being  sumcient  to  separate  the  end  of 

below  which  it  was  never  d^ressed.  the  cut  muscle  from  its  new  point  of 

No  inversion,  or  any  modification  of  attachment ;  when  separate^*  tne  sde- 

inward  motion,  could  be  excited.  rotica  presented  no  rough  tora  imf>ear- 

Obs.  14.  No  especial  alteration  in  the  ance  at  this  point,  but  asmoodi,  subtly 

size  of  the  pupil  attended  the  division  elevated  sumce. 

of  any  particular  muscle ;  except  that.  Right  eye.  No  siR'eUing  of  the  eje- 
on  the  division  of  the  obliquus  inferior,  lids ;  cornea  quite  clear;  pupil  dilated ; 
the  pupil  appeared  for  the  instant  slight  ecchymosis  around  the  inciaaons. 
lar^ly  dilateo.  This  was  probably  All  the  muscles  except  the  soperior 
owing  to  the  greater  pressure  made  by  rectus  and  sunerior  oblique  were  per- 
the  probe  on  the  eye-ball,  which  was  fectly  detached  from  the  eye-ball ;  ttieir 
twined  half  round  to  bring  the  inferior  anterior  extremities  being  free,  lying 
oblique  into  view.  During  the  whole  looselv  on  the  sclerotica,  a  thin  layer  of 
time  the  iris  was  in  almost  constant  coagulated  blood  intervening,  but  con- 
action,  the  pupil  being  alleniatelv  con-  nected  laterslly  to  each  other  by  rather 
tracted  and  dilated :  but  its  size  before  firm  cellular  tissue.  The  insertions  of 
and  after  the  exi>eriment  appeared  the  the  obliquus  superior  and  rectus  su- 
same.  perior  were  in  every  respect  natural. 

The  animal  evinced  no  sign  of  suf-        From  the  above,  I  believe  it  may  be 

fering  acute  pain,  except  at  the  com-  justly  inferred  that  the  oblique  muscles 

nicncenient  ouring  the  cut  through  the  are  subject  to  the  will,  and  not  purely 

outer  commissure.  .  involuntary.    They  are  probably  of  the 

The  altered  direction  of  the  cornea  mixed  class,  since  the  revolving  mo- 

from  the  action  of  any  muscle  after  tions  of   the    eye   which  accompany 

the    di\n8ion    of  its    antagonist,    was  winking  are  certainly  performed  imoon- 

never  so  marked  in  degree  as  in  cases  sciously.   Sir  C.  Bell  writes,  "It  would 

of  similar  obliquity,  from  severe  stra-  appear  that  the  inferior  oblique  muscle 

bismus.    When   the  outer  rectus,  for  has  a  power  of  elevating  tne  cornea 

example,  was  divided,  no  portion  of  the  under  tne  eye-lid,  and  causing  the  eve- 

comea  was  so  much  inverted  as  not  to  ball  to  revolve  many  degrees  furtner 

be  distinctly  visible,  whereas  in  many  than  the  rectus  superior  does."*    From 

cases  of  strabismus  the  internal  com-  obs.  5, 1  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  power 

miss  arc  obscures  a  small  portion  of  the  of  the  inferior  oblique  to  raise  the  cor- 

comea,  nea  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  supe- 

Eighteen  hours  from  the  performance  rior  rectus,  or  even  to  the  same  extent, 

of  the  last  experiment,  and  seven  days  I  believe  that  the  action  of  tlie  upper 

from  that  on  the  left  eye,  the  monkey  and  inner  rectus  combined  will  produce 

was    destroyed    by  hydrocyanic  acid,  a  direct    diagonal   movement  of  the 

On  making  a  careml  dissection  of  both  cornea    upwards    and   inwards    in   a 

orbits,  the  following  were  the  appear-  greater  degree  than  the  inferior  oblique 

ances  noticed.    Left  eye : — the  cornea  can ;   and  that  the  contraction  of  the 

had  sloughed,  its  place  beine  occupied  external  and  inferior  rectus  conjoineil 

by  large  pulpy  shreds  ;  but  tne  eye- call  will  produce  a  direct  diagonal  movement 

had    not   completely  collapsed.     The  of  the  cornea  downwards  and  outwards 

wound  in  the  upper  eye-lid  was  not  at  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  of  the 

aU  united.  The  swollen  condition  of  the  superior  oblique.    I  think  it  probable 

lids  had  in  a  great  measure  subsided,  that  the  inferior  obliaue  is  the  only 

All  the  miLscles  but  one  were  adherent  muscle    of   the    eye  -  ball    in    action 

to  the  remains  of  the  globe,  but  the  daring  sleep,  when  the  degree  in  which 

obliquus  inferior  was  the  only'one  in-  the    cornea    is    turned    upwards  and 

serted  by  its  natural  tendinous  expan-  inwards  is  less  than  the  maxifotan  of 

sion.    The  tendon  of  the  obliquus  su-  which  the  individual  is  capable.    The 

perior  was  lying  loosely  amongst  some  difTerence  between  the  action  of  the 

gelatinous  coagulum  posterior  to  the         -        

trochlea.      The   anterior  extremity  of       *  On  the  Nervoua  System,  3d  edition,  p.  159. 
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t>bliqtie  and  that  of  two  recti  oom-  moderately  stout  aud  generally  healthy, 
blnedy  is,  that  by  the  former  muscles,  having  had  scarlet  fever  in  a  form  so  mild 
thie  slobe  is  rotated  on  the  optic  nerve  that  medical  aid  was  deemed  unneces- 
un til  the  cornea  attains  its  diagonal  8ary,was  allowed  to  go  outsoon  after,  as 
pofiitibn,  whilst  the  recti,  though  pro-  she  seemed  to  be  quite  recovered :  after 
ducing  the  same  position,  can  only  do  being  out  her  face  was  discovered  to  be 
so  by  acting  in  a  straight  line,  since  slightly  swollen,  the  quantity  of  urine 
thev  cannot  in  any  case  cause  the  eye-  passed  was  also  observed  to  be  very  de- 
ball  to  revolve."*  ncient.  On  account  of  these  symptoms 
In  reference  to  strabismus, — ^in  one  I  was  requested  to  visit  the  child,  on 
case,  after  complete  detachment  of  all  the  2d  inst.  She  had  little  or  no  fever, 
the  fibres  of  the  rectus  intemus,  the  and  the  following  powders  were  pre- 
comea  remaina  still  slightly  inverted,  scribed  :•— 

but  bv  a  ^voluntaiy  effort  this  inversion  ^    g^^^    Hydrarg. ;    PuIt.   SciU», 

cut   he  mcrewed.     In  another  case,  "^^^.^^  Di^tilistg;.  «i.    M.    Oni 

after  the  operation,  the  cornea  is  m  the  .      to  be  taken  Z  night;  and  one  in  the 

exact  visual  axis,  but  can  be  voluntarily  morning 

inverted  to  a  dertsin  extent  I  refer  the  gy,^  ^^  ^^j    ^      ^         ^\^ 

voluntary  mversion  in  both  cases   to  j^_„    „ .  ^„   fu^    .J:' 1              il  ^  a 

conjoint^action  of  the  oblique;    the  1^ ^,  S  nl^n  J  •  ^    T    ''^^'^''^ 

degiee  of  inversion  which  r^ains  in  *?  ^^^^^.^^^  "?^  3?  appearance  and 

thffirst  case,  is  probably  owing-as  Mr.  r^fZlZS^^^^^'  '"''^  ^^V^"" 

Liston  and  Mr*^DuifinsuppJle-toan  T^T^'r^vJ^X^' 7'^  "f  "^^'^  ? 

acquired  action  of  the  innemost  fibres  *^^',  ^\  ^^    w/^'^'  ''^-    ''^^T''^' 

^S^re-L^lte  1^^^^^^^^^              not  Te^'^^^^^^^^^u^^^^^^^^ 

rnusch.  of  the  mixed  c?ass  ;  that  die  Sed'^dT^btt'o^^^^^ 

uncombined   action   of  the    superior  ^-y?"*'"'  """'  ""y."";  "'"^  "■""  "<*/  ■"••" 

obUquus  is  to  rotate  the  eye  1»  a  clown-  ^'"S   »^«  medicme.   her   face   and 

ward  and  outward  direction,  which  i«  f°".§««  *"«  8!^}y  ^^f'"^',  "f?^  *« 

le«8  in  degree  than  can  be  attained  by  '"^T  °f  ".  1*^*  .t"^^  ""jf  ^P'l?"' 

the  external  and  inferior  rectu.  acting  ^"/"ij  "'•'it^lt ^ll*«*^  'T*  ^^  '^'* 

together!    that  the   superior   obUqul  inuced  with  blood  flowed  m  consider- 

alone  neVer  abducts  the  eye  j  that  the  ''"*'  5'^"^*^  ^"^^  *?  ™<'"*-  .^^  *« 

inferior  obKque,  acting  by  ftself,  rotates  f^  of  astringent  gargles,  decoct  sarsa. 

the  eyc-ball  so  as  to  airit  the  cornea  &Cm&c..  she  recovered  in  the  course  of 

upwanls  and  inwards,  but  not  to  the  "8?'*  <»  ^^"^  ^7'; .    , .   .  ,,          ,.    , 

s^e  extent  as  that  which  resulte  from  J"  ^  ?^  "*  ^.  ^^^  }}^,  "^^ 

the  full  contraction  of  the  superior  and  attendant  is  exceedingly  liable  to  be 

internal  rectus  combined!   ti^  when  severely  censured !   as  it  is  generally 

both  obUques  act  consent^eously,  the  P'^T*^  *^  these  unusual,  symptoms 

recti  being  passive,  the  eye  is  s&htly  haw  bwn  occasioned  by  the  injudicious 

drawn  foA^  aiid  inwLds,  and  the  »'  unskilful  use  of  medicine.    In  this 

cornea  directed  inwaids  ?  ««« '^e^H^u  °l'-,^"lT''  '^''^" 
crasy,  for  the  child  has  bad,  on  former 

rcnvM  4  n.  M.  VI  rv  1  ism  'PCMninr  occasions,  larger  doses  of  calomel,  when 

(EDEMA  o»  TB.  FACE  AND  TONGUB,  ^  ^^^^  jj^"  q^^  ordinary  effect  was 

ULCERATION,  &c.  produced.  But  there  are  many  instances 

on  record,  in  which  salivation  has  oc- 

Tlt  tli»  BdUor  ^  tike  Mtdieai  GoMttt*.  curred,  vnthout  any  medicine  having 

Sia,  '  been  previously  taken,    A  case  is  men- 

Thb  insertion  of  the  following  case  in  tioned  by  Dr.  Huxham,  in  the  Philoso- 

your  widely  circulated  medicalperiodi-  pbical  Transactions  (which  has  been 

cal,  will  greatly  oblige,  sir,  quoted,  along  with  others,  by  Mason 

Your  obedient  servant,  OoOd),  of  a  man  forty  years  of  age, 

Jas.  Stmb,  L.  R.  C.  8.  Edin.  whose  life  was  endangered  by  a  spon- 

AUml  Dee.  n,  iS4a  taneous  salivation.    Might  not  the  ex- 

...     „'             .  I  •  L>            t  poBure  of  the  child  to  cold  so  soon 

Miss  H ,  a  giri  eight  years  of  age,  gjter  scarlbt  fever  afiect  the  salivary 

•videMr.H«Bf.i»i»;inT«i».Pn«r.M«l.  gl«>«l»?^  It  is  certoin  the  face  was 

Anoc  Air  ISM.  swollen  before  the  child  took  any  me- 

683.— XXVII.                          '  2  N 
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dicing ;  it  is  equally  certain  that  calo-  was  made  over  uterus  with  tlie^  band, 

mel  ¥s  prescribed  b^  medical  men  of  and  a  sligfit  pull  was  given  occasionally 

all  grades  every  day  m  much  larger  doses  to  cord.    The  dischai^  of  blood  was 

to  younger  children ;  it  is  also  very  not  much  greater  than  usual,  and  the 

often    prescribed    by    midwives    and  uterus  felt  firm,  but  large :  its  fundus 

nurses  in  larger  doses,  and  often  without  reached    the    umbilicus.      At     fifteen 

any  restriction  as  to  confinement.  But,  minutes  to  eleven,  no  change  had  taken 

admitting  that  the  medicine  has  really  place,  except  the  occurrence  of  a  slight 

been  the  cause  of  such  an  unpleasant  pain,whichexpelledafewdark-coloured 

occurrence,  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  clots  from  vagina.    The  hand  mras  now 

an  extraordinary  circumstance  which  it  gently  introduced  into  vagina,    Trhich 

is  impossible  to  guard  aeainst,  and  for  was  partly  filled  with  clots.    Os   uteri 

which  no  man  can  be  held  responsible,  was  far  up ;   its  edges  felt  thick  and 

Another  medical  practitioner  was  called  firm;   it  was  contracted  considerably; 

to  see  the  patient  after  the  face  and  the  circumference  of  its  outlet,  I  thinK, 

tongue  were  swollen,  who  mentioned  to  would  measure  about  four  inches  and  a 

me  that  he  had  seen  six  times  the  half:  at  its  posterior  border  there  was 

quantity  of  calomel  in  each  dose  given  about  an  incn  of  the  placenta  hanging 

to  a  cmld,  and  repeated  several  times  into  vagina.    The  fingers  were  gently 

the  same  day  with  coxnplete  success,  in  introduced  into  uterus,  and  earned  up 

a  case  considered  hopeless.  along  its  anterior  wall,  to  which  the 

placenta  was  found  firmly  and  exten- 

ON  THE  sively  adhering.    It  was  separated  with 

considerable  £fficulty,  after  which  it 

POSITION  OP  THE  PLACENTA.  was  immediately  expelled  along  with  a 

^_^^_^  few  clots  on  its  surface.    The   uterus 

contracted  firmly,  and  descended  to  hy- 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  pogastrium.   No  haemorrhage  followed; 

Sir,  a  bandage  and  compress  was  applied ; 

I  BEO  to  send  you  the  foUowingcase  the  patient  felt  well ;  pulse  80. 

for  publication,  if  you  deem  it  of  suffi-        The  plax:enta  was  sdoaII,  and   pre- 

cient  interest  to  obtain  a  place  in  your  rented  on  its  uterine  surface  a  munber 

columns.    It  has  special  reference  to  a  ^f  small,  round,  hard,  whitish  coloured 

very  important  point  in  the  controversy  «P^^  ^l  panulations.     In  this  case, 

that  has  recently  occurred  between  Mr.  although,  from  the  partially  contmcted 

H.   Carmichael  and  Dr.  Doherty,  of  ?^^^  9^  ^^^  uterus  when  the  hand  was 

Dublin,  respecting  the  position  of  the  introduced,  we  cannot  state  with  preci- 

placenUu^-l  am^  sir  ®*^n  the  distance  that  the  placenta  was 

Your  obedient  servant,  P^ace^  from   the  os  uteri,  yet  we  we 

Joseph  Bell  certain  that  it  had  its  position  on  the 

Banheadi  Dec.  I5th.  1840.  Suix«m.  anterior  wall  of   the    uterine  cavity. 

The  patient  had  no  haemorrhage  from 

Dec.  9th,   1840.    9  o'clock,  a.m. —  uterus   during    pregnancy,    and    that 

Mrs.   L- — ,  BBt.   twenty-three    years,  which  occurred  after  birth  of  child  was 

stout  active  female,  of  fair  complexion,  not  excessive ;  by  no  means  so  profuse 

second  prejBrnancy,  has  been  troubled  as  it  generally  is  in  cases  of  partial 

all  niffht  with  trifling  pains,  but  they  placental  separation.     All  the  blood 

have  been  more  intense  since  6  a.m.  j  lost  would  not  amount  to  more  than 

water  escajjed  about  fifteen  minutes  thirty  ounces.    Both  mother  and  child 

ago  ;  head  is  resting  in  perineum ;  no  have  as  yet  done  well, 
puffiness,  but  slight  wrinkling  of  inte-        I  may  mention  that  I  attended  this 

guments  of  scalp ;  pulse  86.    At  half  woman  in  her  former  confinement,  t)n 

an  hour  past  nine  o'clock,  that  is,  half  the  20th  of  January  last    She  had  then 

an  hour  after  I  saw  her,  a  female  child  a  tedious  labour.    The  child  was  stiXl- 

of  ordinary  size  was  expelled.    After  bom ;   and  from  the  abraded  state  «f 

the  infant  was  separated,  I  supported  the  cuticle  it  seemed  to  have  been  dead 

the  uterus  with  both  hands.     At  ten  in  utero  for  some  time.     The  placenta 

minutes  past  ten  o'clock,  there  being  came  away  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards. 

no  appearance  ofplacenta  coming  away,  

a  half  drachm  oi  powdered  ergot  was 
given  in  a  little  gruel ;   gentle  friction 
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ON  CHTLE  AND  LYMPH.  4.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  fluid 

waa  1012*. 

7*  iMe  BdUor  iff  the  Medical  Oczette,  5.  Boiling  caused  a  firm  coagulation . 

Sir,  6.  Strong  acetic  acid  rendered  the 

If  the  foUowin^^  analysis  and  observa-  ciu*d  produced  by  boiline  (juite  tran- 

tions  be  of  sufficient  interest,  you  will  sparent ;    and  on  water  being  added 

obliged  me  by  inserting  them  in  the  partial  solution  occurred. 

M  KDiCAL  Gazette. — I  am,  sir,  The  analysis  gf  the  specimens  of  chyle 

Your  obedient  servant,  and  lymph  obtained  as  above  described 

6.  O.  Rees,  M.D.,  &c.  gave  the  following  results : — 

Ouilftird  Street,  RnsaeU  Square,  ^^  .       ,        . 

Dec.  18, 1840.  Chyle.    Lymfh. 

The  Chyle  and  lymph  have  at  dif-  ZZnu;^'m^    !    !    'Hfe    'l^ 

fcrent  times  been  objects  of  inquiry  to  Fibrinous  matter  .    .    .      0-370      0120 

many  pnysioio^ts  and  chemists,  and  Animal  extractiTe  matter 

considerable  discrepancy  is  to  be  ob-  solable  in  water  &  alcohol  0*332      0*240 

served  in  the  results  obtained  from  their  Animal  extractive  matter 

researches.    Even    the    cause  of  the  soluble  in  water  only  .       1*233^1*319 

colour  of  the  chyle  remains  still  a  mat-  Fatty  matter    ....      3*601 "  a  trace 

ter  of  doubt,  and  is  a  subject  on  which  r  Alkaline  diloride,  sol-} 

we  find  MuUer  differing  with  Tiedeman  ;5  J  phate,  and  carbonate,  f  /|.*,  |      n.- «. 

andGmeUn.    The  ereat  interest  which  |)  with  traoeaof  alkdinef"  ^^*      "  *" 

attaches  to  this  subject  prompted  me  t phosphate,  ox.  of  iraa  j 

gladly    to  accept  an   offer  which    I  ■ 

lately  received  from  my  talented  friend  100000  100-000 

Mr.  Samuel  Lane,  to  make  a  full  ana-  The  albuminous  matter  of  the  chyle, 

lysis  of  the  ch^le  and  lymph  taken  &s  estimated  in  this  ai^alysis,  was  of  a 

from  the  same  animal  immediately  after  dead  white  colour,  which  was  probably 

death,  and  thus  to  have  an  opportunity  owing  to  admixture  with  a  substance  of 

of  instituting  a  comparison  more  com-  a  peculiar  character  to   be  hereafter 

plete  than  any  which  I  believe  has  as  described.     The   albumen    from   the 

.yet  been  made,  and  which  appears  to  be  Ijrm^h  showed   no  peculiarity;  both 

of  considerable  importance.  specimens  yielded  an  earthy  phosphate 

At  5  o'clock  A.M.  a  young  ass  was  fed  by  incineration ;  that  from  die  chyle 
with  beans  and  oats,  of  which  it  par-  was  in  admixture  with  a  considerable 
took  largely,  and  at  12  o'clock  was  proportion  of  oxide  of  iron, 
killed  by  a  blow  on  the  head.    The  The  fibrinous  matter  from  both  the 
chyle  and  lymph  were  immediately  and  ^hvle  and  the  lymph  reacted  chemi- 
most  dexterously  procure  by  Mr.  Ltano ;  caUy  as  albumen, 
the  former  from  the  lacteal  vessels,  No  very  marked  difference  was  de- 
passing  from  the  lacteal  glands  to  the  tected  in    the   aqueous   or   alcoholic 
thoracic  duct ;  and  the  latter  from  the  extractives  obtained  from  these  fluids, 
lymphatics  of  the  lower  extremity.  The  fatty  matters  were  elain  and 

I  immediately  commenced  a  careful  stearin,  and   yielded    no   perceptible 

analysis  of  the  fluids,  using  precisely  quantity  of  ash  on  incineration. 

the  sazne  method,  in   order  that  the  The  whole  of  the  alkaline  carbonate 

comparison  I  wished  to  make  might  mentioned  in  these  analyses  was  ob- 

be  as  complete  as  possible.  tained  from  the  alcoholic  extractives, 

Before  noticing  these  analyses  I  will  indicating  a  large  proportion  of  lactate 

describe  a  few  observations  which  I  of  soda.    The  existence  of  iron  in  the 

made  on  a  portion  of  chyle,  with  a  view  extractive  soluble  in  water  is  intcrest- 

of  ascertaining  those  Qualities  which  ing,  and  makes  it  a  matter  for  consi- 

are  not  so  well  detected  during  the  steps  deration  whether  this  variety  in   the 

of  an  anal3rtic  process.    The  following  locus  of  iron  observed  in  these  analyses 

tests  reacted  on  this  fluid  as  follows : —  may  not  in  some  way  relate  to  the 

1.  Acetic  acid  rendered  the  fluid  more  absence  of  the  red  colouring  matter  of 
pellucid.  the  blood. 

2.  Test  papers  indicated  a  neutral  I  have  stated  that  the  albuminous 
condition.  matter  of  the  chyle  contained  a  sub- 

r.^Ln^*^'^  "^^  "•"^'^  *  '^^"^ '^'  ^ThUwasaapedmenfhHnth.  thoracic  duct; 

fuianon.  the  (^bar  observationa  art  from  tha  lacteal  chyla. 
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stance  in  admixture,  which  rendered  in  the  case  of  ialtt^  l^i^ff  neoHy  pore 

it  of  a  dead  white  colour.    This  in  the  ether,  in  the  caae  of  ch}fle  containiog 

foregoing  analysis  has  heen  estimated  fatty  matter ;  the  lower  c^cHiBlsting  in 

with  the  elhumen.    It  may  he  obtained  either  case  of  the  principal  consCitaeTitii 

separate  aa  foUows : —  of  each  fluid;  the  intermediate  Btnatuitt 

If  chyle  be  agitated  with  ether,  the  in  both  cases  consisting  of  an  aninni 
mixtare  speedily  separates  into  three  matter  insoluble  in  ether,  and  floating 
distinct  portions— tne  lower  a  clear  upon  the  surface  of  the  lower  atratxan  ot 
serous  fluid,  the  upper  a   solution  of  fluid,  and  which  I  consideras  oneandthe 
fatty  matter,  and  the  middle  portion  a  same  animal  principle,  ^nd  as  a  oonsti- 
layer  of  a  pearly  white  glairy  substance  tuent  both  of  the  cnyle  and  tbe  aalrra. 
insoluble  in  ether,  and  apparently  owing  If  these  analyses  of  enisle  and  l3rniph  be 
its  separation  from  the  chyle  to  the  compared,  we  shall  nave  an  opportu> 
abstraction  of  the  fats  by  the  ether,  as  ntty  of  discovering  what  ihoap  parts  of 
it  does  not  separate  from  pure  chyle  by  the  blood  are  Whfch  require  most  fre> 
simply  allowing  the  fluid  to  remain  at  nuently  tx)  be  renewed,  of,  to  express  it 
rest;  at  least  not  un^  decomposition  difierently,  which  are  most  lair^ely  eon- 
occurs,  when  it  falls  to  the  bottom,  and  sumedin  the  capillaries  for  thepurposei 
may  be  collected  by  decantation  of  the  of    secretion    or  growth ;    tbe   chyle 
supernatant  serum*  being  the  freshly  eiupplied  nomrislflaent 

Having  collected  some  of  this  matter  to  the  organismus,  and  the  Ip&ph  that 

for  examination,  I  found  it  to  react  as  part  of  the  blood  which  requires  admix- 

follows : —  ture  with  other  matters  before  it  cas 

It  was  insoluble  in  alcohol  both  hot  again  assist  in  nutrition, 
and  cold,  insoluble  in  ether,  miscible       We  obserre  that  the  water  of  the 

with  water,  and  soluble  in  liquor  potassae.  chyle  is  exceeded  in  proportion  by  that 

When  it  had  been  dried  on  platinum  ofthel3rmph,andthedencieney  of  solid 

foil,  the  addition  of  water  made  it  pulpy,  matter  thus  indicated'  in  the  latter  k 

and  it  was  found  still  to  be  misciole  principally  accounted  for  by   a  defi- 

with  that  fluid,' from  which,  howerer,  it  ciency  of  albumen,  fibrin,  and  fetfv 

separated  in  flakes  on  the  addition  of  matter ;  the  loss  in  the  last  instance 

diacetate  of  lead.     These  properties,  being  by  far  the  greatest.    The  alco- 

together  with  its  physical  characters,  holic  extractive  has  been  largely  called 

at  once  showed  it  to  be  allied  to  mucus,  upon  in  the  nutrition  of  the  Iwdy ,  while 

and  flrom  some    comparative  expert-  tne  aqueous  extractive  would  seem  to 

ments  which  I  have  instituted,  it  appean  take  little  or  no  part  in  the  process, 
to  resemble  the  mucoid  matter  obtained       The  salts  are  considerably  diminished 

firom  the  saliva.    I  mky  state  that  this  in  the  lymph.    The  vast  Quantity  of 

substance  as  obtained  from  the  chyle  fiitty  matter,  the  formation  of  which  aj>- 

gives  out  while  drying  precisely  the  pean  necessary  to  carry  on  the  process 

Same  odout  as  saliva  does  v^hen  sub-  of  nutrition,  cannot  but  exeite  surprise, 

jecled  to  the  same  process.    It  is  pro-  and  obliges  us  to  conclude  that  in  smse 

bable  that  the  white  milky  colour  of  wa^  an  iteration  by  a  transposition  of 

tile  chyle  is  in  ^-eat  measure  owing  to  ultimate  elements  must  occur  in  the  far 

the  abundance  of  this  substance  which  greater  portion  of  it  before  it  can  be 

it  contains,  and  not  to  the  fat  alone,  as  used  as  a  nutritive  matter  j  fbr  fat  is  not 

stated  by  Tiedeman  and  Gmelin.    Cer-  the  principle  most  largely  deposited  by 

taitil^  the  results    of  this    chemical  the  secretorv  vessels,  ana  indeed  esdsts 

inquiry  strongly  corroborate  the  obser-  but  in  smaU  ouantities  in  the  blood, 

vations  of  Mmler.  when  compared  with  the  fibrin  and  al- 

As  there  has  been  considerable  dif-  bumen  of  the  fluid, 
ference  in  the  descriptions  given  by       The  change  of  a  fatty  or  hydxocar- 

difl^ent  authors  of  sanvary  mucus  and  bonouS  body  into  one  resembling'  albu- 

sdivary  matter,  I  think  it  best  to  state  men,  csn  only  be  effi^ted  by  the  addition 

that  I  compare  this  substance  obtained  of  oxygen  and  nitrogen ;  and  if  such  a 

from  the  chyle  by  agitation  with  ether  transformation    really   occurs,   which 

to  an  animal  suostance  which  may  be  seems  more  than  probable,  it  becomes 

obtained  from  the  saliva  by  a  similar  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  inquire 

operation.    Thus,  when  the  saliva  or  how  far  respiration  is  concerned  in  the 

chyle  is  agitated  with  ether,  the  fluid  is  operation.  It  is  exceedingly  improbable 

separated  into  three  strata — ^the  upper  that  chemical  analysis  mU  ever  detect 


AIIAL.Y8ES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOO&8.  540 

a  difimenoe  between  the  blood  of  the  the  blood,  it  would  be  a  strong  proof 
ri^bt  ventricle,  which  is  only  very  grsr-  that  it  was  useful,  together  with  the 
dually  receiving  the  chyle,  and  toat  of  oxygen,  in  decomposing  and  combining 
the  veins,'  before  admixture  with  the  iitith  the  hydrocarbonous  matters  from 
contents  of  the  thoracic  duct — our  which  it  seems  necessary  that  the  blood 
means  of  analysis  are  not  sufficiently  should  be  purified, 
delicate — notwithstanding  that  it  seems  Though  msmy  facts  and  co-relative 
impossible  but  what  some  difference  conditions  require  to  be  observed  before 
must  really  exist.  The  questiqn  now  a  theory  of  this  kind  can  in'  any  way 
arises,  do  we  observe  during  re^iration  deserve  a  general  reception,  still  I  can- 
any  action  which  may  be  serviceable  not  refrain  from  suggesting  this  view  of 
in  freeing  of  an  hydrocarbonous  ingre-  the  subject,  inasmuch  as  I  think  there 
dient,  that  blood  which  is  sent  to  the  is  good  ground  for  believing  that  it  may 
lungs  from  the  right  ventricle  ?  The  be  fully  confirmed,  when  further  expe- 
contradictory  statements  of  difierent  ments  nave  been  made  bearing  on  tnis 
writers  on  respiration,  and  the  curious  interesting  branch  of  physiology, 
diversity  of  results,  not^only  as  regards 
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but  also  as  to  the  existence  or  non-ex-  

istence  of  that  acid  in  venous  blood,  «L*Anteur  te  taeualooferceqaelelectear  •« 

render  the  solution  of  this  question  a  taeAsbr4»gtr.*>~i>'ALsiiBBRT. 

matter  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.    From  •^— " 

what  is  at  present  known,  however,  it  Aphorisms  on  the  Treatment  and  Manage- 

is  almost  certain  that  a  considerably  went  of  the  Insane^  4^.    By  J.  G. 

larger  proportion  of  oxygen  is  absorbed  Millinokn,    M.D.,    &c     London, 

by  the  blood  than  reappears  in  the  1840. 

form  of  carbonic  acid.    The  power  of  Dr.  Millinoen,  who  was  lately  mcdi- 

this  absorbing  quality  of  the  blood  is  cal  superintendent  of  the  Asylum  at 

well  proved  by  an  experiment  made  by  Hanwell,  thought  that  an  epitome  of 

Su-  Humphry  Davy.*     Now  aU  that  the  prolix  volumes  written  on  insanity 

would  be  required  for  the  transfomuu  would  be  useful  to  young  practitioners, 

tion  of  Oie  fiitty  ingredients  of  the  blood  and  has  accordingly  produced  the  little 

18  not  afforded  by  this  supply  of  oxygen,  work  before  us.    Tne  aphorisms,  which 


«t«<xvu  M««,  (^«v<»v  u«KK»  v»  •.»**.  vPAgatMo-  reaoiug,  ana  paruy  01  nis  own  expe- 
mus  IS  composed  If  we  examine  .the  rience.  They  are  generally  instructtve 
results  obtained  by  different  exyeri-  and  judicious,  but  occasionally  border 
menters  as  to  the  absorption  of  mtro-  on  the  splenetic.  This  alloy  arises,  no 
gen,  we  observe  some  declaring  none  doubt,  from  his  discomfort  at  HanwelL 
to  be  absorbed  or  exhaled  by  the  pro-  The  resident  phvsician  at  a  public 
cess  of  respiration  ;  others  stating  that  lunatic  asylum  is  almost  necessarily 
nitrogen  is  exhaled,  and  a  third  class  in  a  false  position ;  for  he  is  subject  to 
of  experimenters  (among  whom  we  the  advice,  remonstrance,  and  corn- 
find  Sir  H.  Davv)  concluding  that  ni-  mand  of  those,  who,  if  he  Is  worthy  of 
trogcn  is  absorbed  to  the  amount  of  his  place,  are  more  fit  to  be  his  pupils 
one-seventeenth  of  the  volume  of  oxy-  than  his  masters.  Yet,  on  the  other 
gen  which  disappears  from  the  atmos-  hand,  a  dictatorship  of  the  resident  phy- 
phere.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  gician  would  have  its  inconveniences. 
that  no  cxnenments  concerning  the  Would  it  be  well  to  adopt  the  plan 
part  taken  by  nitrocen  in  respiration-  suggestedbyDr.Conolly,  and  approved 
are  recorded,  in  which  the  time  of  tak-  of  by  Dr.  Millingen,  of  placing  all 
ing  food  is  noted,  inasmuch  as  the  madhouses  under  the  immediate  con- 
contrary  resulu  which  I  have  above  duct  of  the  State  ?    We  doubt  iu 

mentioned   are    evidence    that   some  

varying  cause  (which  may  perhaps  be  Am  Inquiry  into  the  Bficaey  f^DigitaHs 

chvliijcation)  IS  in  action.  »    tu    Treatment     of    Idiopathic 

If  It  could  be  shown  that  nitrogen  EpUepsy.     By  Edmond  Sharkbt, 

WW  absorbed  during  the  time  when  the  A.B.,  M.D.,  &c.    London,  1841. 

chyW  Blight  be_8upposed  to  beentering  ^he  method  of  administering  digitalis 

*  Oiibert'B  Annai.  xii.  599.  in    epilepsy,    recommended    by    Dr. 
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Sharkey,  k  to  give  one  lar^e  dose,  bv  turpentiiu^  which  haa  its  cures  to  boast, 

which   the  danger  is  avoided  which  to  so  ticklish  a  remedy  as  digitalis  in 

may  follow  an  accumulation  of  small  an  emetic  dose.        We  are  inclined  to 

ones.    Yet  when  the  single  dose  is  very  apply  to  it,  what    the  College  says  of 

laige,  the  effects  are  staggerine;,  and  Veratria,  '*  turn  tenter S  adhibenda  est." 

sufficient  to  make  us  pause  before  we  We  must  observe   that  our^  author 

imitate  the  prescription.      Thus  in  the  recommends  the  foxglove  only  in  those 

case  of  a  young  lady,  treated  by  our  cases  which  are  uncomplicated,  as  well 

autlior's  father,  where  the  patient  took  as  idiopathic,  and  attribates  the  &iluR 

a  quarter  of  an  infusion  maae  with  three  of  the  treatment  in  some  instances  to 

ounces   and  a  half  of  fresh  foxglove  this  distinction  having  been  neglected 

leaves,  and  some  polypodiiun  oi  the  The    cases   are    candidly  narrated, 

oak,  the  report  is  as  follows : —  and  this  little  work  does  Dr.  Sharkey 

''5th.  Took  the  draught  yesterday,  credit 

and  in  ten  minutes  had  a  fit  less  severe  

and  shorter  than  usual;  vomited  fre-  A  Manual  qf  Pha>Jiugeyf/brt  ke  8iude»tt 

quen  tly  and  violently  till  1 2  of  this  day,  ofVeterinary  Mtdi^ne .          '  ~'~"  '  '** 


her  pulse  sinking  from  120  to  54,  in-  Substances  employed  at  the  Boyel 
termittent  and  uregular ;  complains  Veterinaiy  College^  ^c.  By  W  J. 
much  of  pain  of  head,  and  soreness  of  T.  Morton,  Lecturer  on  Veterinaij 
epigastrium  on  pressure,  &c."  Materia  Medica,  &c.   Second    Edi- 

The  next  day  the  report  is,  tion.* 

"  6th.  Has  had  no  fit ;  vomiting  con-.  This  is  a  useful  work  for  the  Tcterinaiy 

tinned  violently  till  10  o'clock    this  surgeon,  and  does  credit  to  the  talents 

morning  j  pulse  40,  irregular  and  in-  and  industiy  of  Mr.  Morton.      It  is  by 

termittent;  great  prostration  of  strength,  no  means  confined  to  the  horse:  thus 

Took  a  cup  of  coffee  yesterday,  and  in  speaking  of  nitrate  of  potash,  wt 

continues  diecoct.  avense.    Cramps  of  author  says,  "To  Cattle  die  nitrste 

legs  returned  last  night.     Pupils  have  of  potassa  may  be  given  in  the  same 

been  dilated  from  Uie  beginning  of  quantities  as  to  the  horse.     The  dose 

treatment"  (p.  21.)  /or  the  Sheep  should  not  exceed  one 

The  vomitmg  and  the  dilatation  of  drachm  j  for  the  Dog,  from  ^re  to  ten 
the  pupils  continued  two  days  longer  j  grains.    As  a  local  remedy  it  is  eqoaJJy 
but  the  case  terminated  in  a  complete  applicable  for  all  anhnals."  (p-  240.) 
cure.    This  was  an  instance  where,  as        5f  tartar  emetic  he  observes,  "  Calves 
Darwin  once  said,  the  patient  was  poi-  are  readily  purged  by  it  in  quantities  of 
soned  into  existence;  but  a  practitioner  f^m  two  to  three  drachms, 
must  be  a  bold  fellow  to  repeat  such        On  the  dog  it  acts  as  an  emetic;  the 
an  experiment.    Yet  repeated  it  was ;  dose  being  from  one  to  three  gnim^ 
for  in  the  next  case.  Dr.   Sharkey's  A  very  large  and  strong  dog  mi^t  re- 
father  treated  a  gentleman  in  the  same  qvdre  four  grains.     Applied  externally 
way,  and  with  the  same  success.    "  The  it  quickly  induces  nausea,  followed  by 
prostration  of  strength  and  diminution  vomiting— the    stomach    of    the  dog 
of   pulse  m  tliis  case  was  absolutely  being  easily  acted  upon ;   and  hence 
frightful."                         ,     ,  .  ,  the  many  agents  that  are  extolled  as 

Other  casesare  narrated,  which  were  emetics  for  him.  Some  are  highly 
treated  with  digitalis  in  various  doses,  objectionable,  from  the  violence  vdtb 
and  with  vanous  events.  Dr.  Sharkey  which  they  operate,  as  Turbith  mine- 
has,  we  believe,  omitted  to  mention  in  nl-^eubsulpha»  hvdrargyri  fiaves  ; 
what  dose  he  woidd  recommend  it  to  crude  antimony— ^lUimoms  seiq»- 
be  administer^.  He  compares  it  with  »i«^3Attre/ttm,  and  common  salt ;  althougli 
turpentme  and  nitrate  of  silver,  the  they  are  favourites  with  sportsmen, 
two  other  remedies  which  have  acquu-ed  Vomition  appears  to  be  ahnost  a  natuml 
the  greatest  reputation  in  the  treatment  act  of  the  dog,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  w 


ciiucr,  auu  uujcuus  to  uic  uiiraic  OI  bu-  to    produce    it   is  the    dog-grass 

yer  the  dreadful  discoloration  which  it  cynosuras  ethinatus.*'  (p.  101.) 

16  uable  to  produce.      We  agree  with ■- 

our  author  when  he  rejects  so  deform-  ..II^*'*  !!'»<»  ^^^  S5.*f'****!l?tPffi&iiil? 

ing  a  medicine,  but  we  prefer  the  oil  of  ^^  ^  *^*  """^  edition  UdsiS^ept-nW. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.      :j;'Xl?rt''^t^-^«St^ 

JFH(2ay,  January  1,  1841.  something  new,  retaining  all  its  profits, 
and  none  of  its  disadvantages. 

^;;i'SSi;StS,"S?t:Srm°J!!,\'SiX       The  topk  of  medical  reform  so  long 
publiciun  lit,  dicendi  peiiculum  non  recnao."       mooted  among  ourselves,  will  now  be 

^.^  '      more  and  more  discussed  in  improfes- 

sional  circles.    Besides  the  nevcr-to- 
MEDICAL  REFORM.  be-forgotten  Bfll  of  Mr.  Warburton. 

It  te  scarcely  possible  to  take  up  a    x^i^^g  the  occasional  appearance  of 
number  of  any  medical  journal,  without    ^^  subject  in  newspaper  columns,  it 
observing  the  interest  excited  by  the    j^^g  f^^^^^  j^g  ^^y  jj^^o  the  last  number 
subject  of  professional  reform.    Now,    ^f  ^^e  Quarterly  Review*,  in  a  very 
we  read  of  a  meeting  of  some  Medical    clear-headed  and  sensible  article.    On 
Reform  Association ;  now,  a  letter  or    ^j^jg   ^^  ^YibII  oflfer  some  comments 
petition  from  a  simple  individual ;  at    yegardrng  a  few  topics  on  which  we  do 
another  time,  it  is  a  pamphlet  showing    ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^tl^  the  writer,  and 
how  easily  the  author  could  make  the    ^^  gj^^^  ^hen  subjoin  extracts  on  some 
profession  happy,  if   certain    wicked    important  points, 
monopolists     would     only    let    him.        Accordingtothereviewer,theproblem 
These  multiplied  eflforts  prove  the  deep    ^  ^^^  solved  by  the  Committee  of  the 
uneasiness  which  pervades  our  serried    Houseof  Commons  was,  "The  best  mode 
ranks,  and  indicate,  at  any  rate,  that    of  conducting  medical  education,  so  as  to 
their  condition  is  far  from  prosperous.    ^^^^  ^  supply  of  well-informed  and 
For,  though  the  hypochondriac  often    honourable  practitioners,  who,  while 
mistakes  the  nature  both  of  his  disease    ^^y  ^^^  ^^eir  duties  to  society  in  the 
and  of  the  remedies  which  it  requires,    ^^^^^    possible    manner,    maintain  for 
he  is  more  rarely  a  malade  imaffmaire    themselves  a  respectable  station  in  it." 
than  the  superficial  suppose.    Many    ^^  Committee  never  made  a  report, 
of  our  brethren  persuade .  themselves    and,  consequently,  never  even  attempted 
that  their  discontent  is  the  ofl&pring  of    ^^  ^^j^^  ^he  problem.    The  reviewer  is 
charters,  or  arbitrary  regulations,  when,    ^^^  surprised  at  this ;  partly  because  a 
in  fact,  it  arises  from  the  want  of  pro-    huge  portion  of  the  evidence  did  not 
fitable  employment.    Certain  of  these    hear  on  this  question  at  aU ;  and  partly, 
malcontents   envy  not   only  men   of    hecause  the  evidence  consists  of  dis- 
other  professions,  but  those  of  different    mordant  materials,   the    analysis   and 
branches  in  their  own.    The  physician,    a^gjigenient  of  which  would  be  an 
during  his  long  probationary  period  of    ^^^^^  endless  undertaking, 
gratuitous  practice,  envies  the  quick        .j,^  ^  .^.  g^^^^  ^hat  the  analysis  of 
SQccess  of  his  neighbour,  the  apothe-    ^qq  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  he  accomplished 
cary  ;    while  the  general  practitioner    ^thin  a  finite  time;  and  if  the  Com- 
•speaks  of  the  easily  earned  guinea  of    ^ittee  had  passed  over  the  large  portion 
the  doctor,  as  if  it  were  a  common    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  hundfed  pages,  says  the 
occurrence.    Perhaps  when  roused  by    jg^^wer),  devoted  to  the  disputes  be- 
some  trifling  case  at  six  in  the  mom-    ^^^^  ^^  Fellows  and  Licentiates  of 
ing—  the  College  of  Physicians,  any  literary 

Sub  ^m  ctDCam  coMultor  obi  ottii  pqlMt-       ^^^  ^^^jji  have  analyzed  the  rest  for 

be  envies  the  man  whose  gratuitous 

patients  oom«  at  more  civiliied  hours ;  «  so.  CXXXIII.,  December  isiQ. 
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thein,jjjn,.;fi,m99t^.  But  ta  reconcile.  piovemeiit9  wci^  inad«  by  tlie  Socieij 

discoedasit  ofpinions,  ao  as  to  form  a  of  Apotheoaries ;  and  U  was  not  audi 

rational  atid  satisfactory  report,  woiild  they  had  itt  tl^  ^yaoipl^     Aat  the 

not  l^e  b^n,  qp,it^  so  easy.  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 

One  of  the  best  things  in  the  article  awoke  firom  their  long  wkasmber^  and 
of  the  Quarterly,  is  the  answer  to  the  discovercdthatthe  time  was  coji^e  for  re- 
one-faculty  eccentrics.  The  divisions  quiring  amore  extended  medical  ednca- 
of  the  Profession,  far  from  having  been  tion  in  every  department  of  the  profes- 
fixed  by  any  headstrong  despot,  or  sion."  Wearebynonutans  inelincdto 
mistaken  lawgiver,  have  been  the  depreciate  the  hooom;  du^  tQ  t|ie  Wov- 
creations  of  social  progress — the  result  shipfiil  Society  for  (h^ir  wiccesBlul  en* 
of  constant  struggles  for  good  advice  and  deavours  to  ra|e«  the  staada^  of 
physic  on  the  part  of  the  copununity.  miedical  ^uoation  s  but  it  xni^t  be  le- 

Here  and  there,  we  suppose,  a  one*  collected  that,  in  181 5,  tbeylx^gaii  with 

faculty  man  may  be  found,  who,  having  zero,  and  th«t  several  advanceii  were 

taken  leave  of  his  senses,  and  without  requisite  before  the  Colleges  coiild  be 

any  friends  to  care  for  him,    really  alarmed  at  their  emulous  prQgr^o^  or 

wishes  to  abolish  the  grades  of  physi-  think  it  necessary  to  awake, 
cian  and  surgeon ;  that  is,  who  intends        The  Reviewer  thinks  that  no  altem- 

to  put  a  stop  to  improvements  in  physic  tion  is  advisable  in  the  length  of  the 

and  surgery  j    but,  on  the  whole,  we  medical  education  now  required  by  the 

think  better  of  these  angry  talkers,  and  College  of  Surgeons  and  the  Society  of 

suppose  that  they  merely  intend  that  Apothecaries ;  but  he  is  of  opinion  that 

physicians  should  know  much  of  sur-  ipuch  alteration  is  wanted  otherwise. 

gery,  and  surgeons  much  of  physic —  He  justly  objects  to  the  long  period  of 

which  few  will  be  found  to  gainsay,  apprenticeship  spent  in  pham^acy,  and 

As  to    the   quantum  of  professional  he  does  uot  see  why  every  candidate  for 

qualifications,  no  precise  rule  can  be  the  Apothecaries'  license  should  z&ecea- 

laid  down ;  the  standard  has  been  con-  sarily  have  been  apprenticed   to    an 

Btantly  raised  for  many  years,  and  may,  apothecary.    Suppose  a  man  haa  gra- 

no  doubt,  be  still  raised  with  advantage,  duated  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  and 

"  Roderick  Random,"  says  the  Quar-  afterwards,  from  a  want  of  adequate 

terly  Reviewer,  "  became  a  surgeon's  fortune,  cannot   live  as   ^  physiciaiit 

mate  in  the  navy,  with  no  other  stock  why   should  he    be   prevented   from 

of  knowledge  than  that  which  he  had  practising   w   an  apotheca,ry  P     Can 

obtained  from  the  surgeon-apothecary  any   reasonable    person   say    that    it 

to  whom  he  had  been  apprenticed ;  and  would  be  for  such  a  Dylan's  advantage^ 

we  conclude  that  many  private  practi-  or  for  the  advantage  of  the  public,  that 

tioners  must  have  been  in  the  same  he  should  be  boux^d  apprentice  for  five 

situation  at  the  time  when  Smollett  years,  at  the  age  of  tl^ee  or  four-and- 

wrote;    as   schools    of  anatomy  and  twenty,  to  learn  the  mystery  of  making 

medicine  were  thqn  only  just  established  effervescing  draughts  or  pill  aoociaP 
in  Edinburgh  and  London,  and  these.       The  Reviewer  also  disapproves  of  the 

in  London  especially,  were  of  a  very  early  age  at  which  the  Socicity  allows 

imperfect  kind.    At  present,  however,  candidates  to  go  up  for  examination} 

the  case  is  widely  different."  and  thinks  that  the  best  encouragement 

Perhaps  the  reviewer  goes  too  far  to  pupils  to  obtain  a  good  general  edu- 

when  he  says,  **  Let  honour  be  given  cation  would  be  to  remove  every  in- 

where  honour  is  due.    The  first  im-  ducement  to  their  beginning  their  pro- 
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fefssionai  studies   befere    eighteen    or  empire  of  opinion  hei*,  m  in  moit  otbefin- 

nineteen.   General  or  p..Umina,y  ^Ju-  S^-'^dt^TSo^'^LK'ZX 

catiMl,    however,    i«     not    altogether  but  the  result  of  actual  experience, 

unnodced  in  the  Society's  Regulations  i  The  College  of  Physicians  possess,  tinder 

for  they  reeommend  the  study  of  French,  ^^\  <^»«^^  confirmed  by  acts  of  par^ 

V.              \    r^^      .           j.i!    xti          *  mcnt,  a  monopoly  of  medical  practice  m  the 

German,,  the  ClassMS,  and  the  Elements  nietropolis*,  and  within  the  distance  of  seven 

of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philoso-  miles  from  it ;  and  they  in  many  instances 

phy,  before  the  commencement  of  the  instituted  legal  proceedings  agamst  Ae  nn- 

^      I.-           rru        -1-^    ^*«^<,o  licensed  physician*  by  whom  those  pnTUeges 

apprenticeship.       They    also    express  had  been  invaded ;  but,  finding  that  no  good 

,  their  regret  that  the  greater  part  of  the  arose  frqm  these   prosecutions,   either  to 

five  years  of  pupilage,  and  sometimes  themselves  or  others,  and  that  tbevwerein 

tbe  whole  of  them,  .hould  be  4.Toted  '^/;r!lLSwrSL.%e  Und^ 

to  pharmacy  >  and  wish  the  pupil  to  Society  of  Apothecaries  possess  a  similar 

attend  lectures  during  his  apprentice-  monopoly,  under  the  act  of  parliament  of 

i_.          Tr            *  *i  Jlu:..-   «-«  4^    K«  1815,  but  on  a  still  larger  scale,  as  it  extends 

ship.     If  apprenticeships  we  to   be  ;»  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^    ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

continued,  we  would  certainly  have  this  frequently  resorted  to  courts  of  iusticc  in 

interpretationrendered  compulsory ;  for  defence  of  their  privileigcs,  but  witt  so  little 

it  is  too  bad  that  five  precious  yea«  [S:^^^:  J^^t^LtftbTtt'. 

should  be  spent  m  mixing  and  grind-  ^^^^  -^  ^^^  defiance  of  the  law,  or  (which 

ing.    But  this  we  have  discussed  sufli-  is  no  diflScult  matter)  contriving  to  evade  it. 

cientlyou  former  occdone.  ^,^'^J^^'J:oX!^o  ^X^, 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  QUARTERLY  no  power  to  prosecute.      Any  one   may 

DcviDW  €»t»bli»h  himself  as  a  snrgeon,  even  next 

lUtVicw,  j^^  j^  ^^  College,  and  no  one  can  molest 

On  varms  Poiati  of  Medical  Rtform.  him.    Bnttbe  College  u  of  royal  foundation, 

.  and  the  diploma  which  it  grants  has  affixed 

pOPPKBgatoM  or  acACKBliT.  to  it  the  rignatures  of  many  of  the  leading 

And  here  another  question  arises.    Should  fuiTgeon.  of  London ;  and  so  necessa^  has 

5ose^rt»  haw  psSwd  their  examination,  it  become  to  any  one  who  makes  the  l«^ 

l^d  reodTed  thdrlicase,  haye  a  monopoly  P™^?°»°.P'^.'5^,'yi*^*'^S^ 

of  practice  ?    Should  there  be  penal  Uws  to  tew,  either  m  England  or  m  the  cotomM 

mJr^^r  being  interfered  Vith  by  the  (with  the  exception  of  th«|||who  hawM^ 

^l^ition  of  thetaiorant,  the  unedu^  ^"^  diploma  from  the  collepa  «<  ^W»n 

^J'^SiSirJi.  it  diffident  that  the  or  Edinburgh),  who  tenture  to  caU  them- 

pubUe  are  suppUed  with  a  list  of  tho«!  who  selv^  surgeon.  »|*°^*  »'•,,,,,.  ,  ,j_^ 

ixe  supposed  to  be  qualified  practitioner.,  it  We  are  aware  fliat  the  fo«8«"8  **7^ 

b^'uSTleft  to  indiyidils  to  prooure  tions  wffl  not  be  very  •~«^**»«  V»«5°[ 

m^  asaist«>ea  where  t^ey  pleasi?    To  *« '°*«1''=^  P"^?»°^  J*iLS?^l^ 

us  itseemTnotin  tbfi  least  doibtful  tW  th»  the  managing  bodies  of  «»*,*^«;S?2?^ 

S^T^eproper^ur*:  to  be  pursued.    It  tions  *o,ad  be  "^"*»  "^^J^ 

U  right  that  no  individual  should  be  ailo^fd  extend  their  P?'»?»  "^'^^t^* 

to  bl  inoculated  tor  tt^i  small-pox.  because  is  •!«  l-tund  that  «°«^tiP^^^ 

be  may  communicate  the  diseai  to  others;  who  have  expended  ~°«^\'^^ 

but  in  what  concerns  himself  alone,  we  «  money,  and  no  «»««  ^Jion  ?f^^^ 

no  justice  in  the  intrference  of  the  sUte.  in  «»«!»  education,  should  be  )«•>?"  f™" 

U  iay  be  foolish  to  he  rubbed  with  St.  competition  of  otfiw.,    ^!»J*/% 

John  iong's  balaan»,  or  to  trust  to  th(B  among  the  resolutions  ""^  petitions  of  tte 

pmyer.  of  Pri^eHohenlohe.  but  mankind  lately  forme4  medial  "W^f«J'  ^^ 

So  iiany  things  more  foolirfi  than  tiiese.  »i  Ject  connected  with   '«*^=°^»   "*  "'f^ 

nothingWptev«.tthem.    TWoanbew  "^"^V;^^  "'^V^T^'^^^^    h^- 

mato  misSJce  than  to  suppose  that,  if  suppression  of  quackenr.     If  _«"«°'|  J^! 

S^be^TpeiS   Uws  to*^VeTent   the  ever,  be  assured  that  %\^^' "°  "f^^ 

existence  of  uSucensed  practitioners,  there  tion  can  accomplish,    ft  is  noj^  poa^ 

win  not  be  .ufBaent  inducement  to  tbo...  «ble  to  put  down  4o«cV^  «  rSc^^ 

who  enter  the  medical   profewon    to  go  it  U  to  put  down  3»«f ''^'T-Li™    ^ 

through  a  long  coum  of  study,  and  ti«n  to  religion.      The  med.cd    Pf?*"""?'    '™* 

salqoA  themMtves  to  an  efai.iina«ion.    The  human  nature  contmues  to  be  «idi  oi  it  i« 
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now,  and  alirajt  has  been,  can  nerer  meet  minatton  at  the  age  of  twen^ 

liie  demands  winch  are  made  upon  it.    That  The  College  of  Snrgeons  fbrBoerly-  ^d  not 

men  are  bom  to  die ;   that  the  power  of  allow  candidates  to  appear  before  them  tmtil 

glhring  relief  is  limited;  that  many  diseases  they  had  completed  th^twenty-aeoond  year, 

•most  prove  fieital  in  defiance  of  all  remedies  ;  but  of  late  (for  what  reason  it  Is  dillicait  to 

that  other  diaeasesi  though  not  of  a  fiital  understand)   they  hare  taken  off  one  year, 

tendency,  may  be  incurable — no  one  will  and  they  now  admit  them  at  the  nine  mgc  aa 

doubt  the  truth  of  these  as  general  proposi-  the  Apothecaries. 

tions :  but  the  individual  who  labours  under        Now  we  hold  that  the  ndnda  of  wery  few 
the  inflictions  of  disease  will  always  indulge  young  men  can  be  sutBciently  matared  net  Ae 
himself  in  the  hope  that  he  is  at  any  rate  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  fit  tfaem  Ibr  sadi 
safe  on  the  present  occasion,  and  that  the  serious  and  responsible  dutiea  aa  iboae  of  a 
time  is  not  yet  come  when  he  can  derive  no  medical  practitioner :    and  we  further  see 
benefitfrom  art.    "  It  is  very  extraordinary,"  another  great  evil  aa  the  result  of  tliia  rc^g:Q- 
said  a  gentleman  who  had  known  little  of  the  lation,  tiiat  it  induces   parents,    in     liieir 
infirmitiea  of  age  until  he  approached  his  anxiety  to  get  their  children  off  their  baods 
eighty-eighth  birth-day,  '*  that  no  one  can  as  soon  as  possible,  to  send  them  to  beg;in 
discover     a    cure    for    my    complaints."  their  professional  studies  while  they  are  yet 
Where  the  resources  of  skill  and  science  boys,  and  often  without  the  advantage  of  even 
fiedl,   the  instinct  of   self-preservation  will  a  moderate  degree  of  education  previmialy^ 
lead  many  sufferers  to  look  for  other  aid ;  We  have  conversed  with  many  persona  vrbo 
and  the  honest  and  well-educated  practitioner  have  been  engaged  in  the  education  of  ytmi^ 
will  always  have  to  contend  not  only  with  men,  not  only  for  the  medical   profeasHm, 
the  St.  John  Longs  of  the  day,  but  with  but  for  others  also,  and  have  alvraya  been 
those  among  his  own  brethren  who  do  not  informed  that  those  whose  minds  have  been 
partake  of  his  anxiety  to  avoid  making  pro-  prepared  by  a  good  preliminary   edncation 
mises  which  cannot  be  fulfilled.     There  are  have  on  the  whole  been  found  to  be  much 
in  fiict  no  more  offensive  impostors  than  more  diligent,  and  to  have  gained  knowled^ 
those  who  march  under  the  banners  of  the  much  more  easily,  than  others.     Our  own 
true  faith,   and  we  suppose  that  even  the  experience,  which  has  been  sufficiency  ex- 
most  sanguine  of   the   petitioners  against  tensive,  would  lead  us  to  the  same  conchision ; 
quackery  wiU  not  expect  that  such  as  these  and  we  suppose  that  no  one  will  ventnre  to 
can  be  extinguished  by  an  act  of  parliament,  deny  that  there  are  moral  as  well  aa  intellee- 
Let  us  not,  however,  be  misunderstood,  as  tual  advantages  belonging  to  a  well-trained 
recommending  that  no  distinction  should  be  mind  which  are  nowhere  more  likely  to  be 
made  between  those  who  are  properly  edu-  conspicuous  than  in  the  yarious  departments 
cated  and  licensed,  and  others.     Each  indi-  of  the  medical  profeasion. 
vidual  in  society  has,  with  respect  to  his  own        As  matters  now  stand  we  find  the  subject 
complaints,  a  right  to    consult  whom  he  of  general  or  preliminary  education  altogetiwr 
pleases ;   but  it  is  quite  different  where  he  unnoticed  in  the  regulations  both  of  the 
is  to  provide  medical  attendance  for    his  College  of  Surgeons  and  of  llie  Society  of 
fellow-creaturea.    The  governors  of  a  parish  Apothecaries,  except  indeed  that  the  latter 
union,  or  a  bench  of  county  magistrates,'  require  that  the  candidates  diould  oonatme 
should  be  bound  to  make  their  selection  firom  some  scraps  of  Latin.     If  education  be  a 
those  who  are  properly  authorized  to  prac-  thing  of  so  much  importanoo,  ought  such  an 
tise.    They  have  no  right  to  confide  the  care  omission  to  exist  ?   and  ought  not  proofs  of 
of  the  parochial  poor,  or  the  inmates  of  gaols  a  good  general  education  to  form  a  part  of 
and  lunatic  asylums,  to  any  other  persons,  the  documents  which  the  candidates  are  ez- 
The  aame  rule  applies  to  merchant-ships,  to  pected  to  produce  as  entitling  them  to  exa- 
schools,  to  the  army  and  navy,  and  every  mination  ? 

other  departmnt  of  the  public  service.  With  all  our  prepossessions  on  the  subject 

we  doubt  the  policy  of  any  regulation  of  Uiis 

AOB  AT  WHICH  LI0BN8XS  AEx  ORAMTBD.  fcind ;    and  wc  would  wilHugly  avoid  the 

But  although  no  alteration  in  the  system  feult  of  recommending  that  over-legislatioa 

of  education  may  be  wanted  in  this  respect,  which  so  frequently  defeats  itself.    What  is 

it  appears  to  us  that  much  alteration  is  to  be  considered  as  a  test  of  a  good  pre- 

wanted  otherwise.    By  the  Act  of  1815,  it  lindnary  education  ?    and  in  what  does  it 

is  made  necessary  that  every  candidate  for  a  consist  ?     On  these  points  there  may  be 

license  to  practise  as  an  apothecary  should  great  differences  of  opinion ;  for  while  the 

have  been  apprenticed  to  an    apothecary,  mental  faculties  may  be  improved  by  the 

who  also  had  been  licensed,  during  a  period  cultivation  of  various  branches  of  knowledge, 

of  at  least  five  years ;  and  the  regulations  of  each  individual  is  vjpt  to  regard  that  as  most 

the  Society  of  Apothecaries  have  from  the  important  which  has  most  contributed  to 

beginning  admitted  the  caiviidateB  for  cxa-  the  improvement  of  hit  own.    To  reqnile 
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degreef  at  coOegei  and  vniveTiities  for  the  of  too  itringent  rogoladoni  aft  any  period, 

whole  of  those  who  enter  the  medical  pro-  But  there  must  be  much  greater  chaoges 

feanon  would  be  manifeatly  absurd ;    and,  than  those  which  we  venture  to  suggest  to 

after  all,  the  oonmum  degree  of  B.A.  at  make  us  liable  to  any  such  danger  at  the 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  is  not  incompatible  present  moment.    The  supply  of  medical 

with  very  little  study  and  a  very  low  degree  practitioners  is  in  fiict  not  oiUy  very  mneh 

of  knowledge.    Are  tihe  candidates  to  be  beyond  the  demand,  but  very  much  beyond 

especially  examined  as  to  their  general  as  what  is  necessary  to  ensure  a  just  and  uaeful 

well  as  professional  attainments  ?     lliers  degree  of  competition.    For  the  tru&  of  this 

being  not  fewer  probably  than  five  or  six  assertion  we  venture  to  appeal  to  the  &cpe- 

hundred  candidates  in  the  year,  who  would  rience  of  all  those  who  will  be  at  the  troi^lile 

undertake  the  task  ?  and,  if  such  examina-  of  making  their  observations  on  the  subject ; 

tions  were  instituted,  would  they  not  soon  and  to  this  cause  may  mainly  be  attributed 

degenerate  into  a  mere  empty  form  ?    Are  the  present  restless  and  uneasy  state  of  the 

the  licensing  bodies  to  be  satisfied    with  profession.     In  this,  as  in  all  other  pursuits, 

certificates  from  schoolmasters  and  tutors  ?  a  certain  degree  of  competition  is  required 

Thosemusthave  very  little  knowledge  of  the  for  the  security  of  the  public;  but  in  the 

worid,   or  of  the    nature   of  testimonials  medical  profession  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that 

generally,  who  think  that  these  would  be  of  the  competition  may  be  not  only  beyond 

the  smallest  value.     Let  us  look  at  the  ques-  what  is  really  wanted,  but  so  great  as  to  be 

tion  as  we  will,  we  perceive  insurmountable  actually  mischievous.    We  have  heard   it 

difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  other  system  suggested  that  a  tax  in  money  should  be 

than  that  of  offering  a  negative  encourage-  levied  on  those  who   are  brought  up    as 

ment  to  young  men  to  obtain  a  good  general  medical  practitioners,  in  the  same  manner  as 

education,  by  the  removal  of  every  induce-  on  attorneys  and  solicitors  ;   but  such  a  tax 

ment  to  begin   their    professional    studies  would  be  of  little  service  to  the  Chancellor 

before  they  are  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  of  the  Exchequer,  and  surely  one  in  the 

age.    But  further,  we  believe  that  this  would  shape  of  a  better  education  would  be  much 

be  found  to  be  generally  sufficient.     A  father  preferable, 
will  not  incur  the  expense  of  enterjng  his 

son  at  a  medical  school  sooner  than  is  really  appii«nticb8HIP8. 

necessary ;  and»  for  his  own  sake,  if  not  for  The  addition  of  one  or  two  years  to  the 

his  son's,  he  will  be  disposed  to  keep  him  age  at  which  a  candidate  may  be  admitted  for 

employed  in  some  kind  of  study,  rather  than  examination  would,  however,   be  of  little 

that  he  should  dissipate  his  time  in  idleness,  avail,  unless  another  change  were  made  at 

Besides,  satisfied  as  we  are  of  the  vast  ad-  the  same  time.    We  have  pointed  out  that 

vantages  which  the  many  are  likely  to  derive  by  the  Act  of  1815  it  is  made  necessary  that 

from  a  good  preliminary  education,  we  are  an  apothecary  should  have  served  an  appren- 

aware  that  intellects  of  a  higher  order  may  ticeship.     We  understand,  from  the  evidence 

overleap  the  barrier  which  the  want  of  it  given  before  the  Medical  Committee  (pos^e 

places  in  their  way,  and  we  should  be  sorry  21  qf.the  Report  on  the  Apothecaries)  f  that 

to  witness  the  adoption  of  any  measures  the  Mr.  Rose,  who  introduced  the  bill  into  the 

effect  of  whidi  would  be  to  prevent  these  *  House  of  Commons,  objected  to  this  clause ; 

master-spirits  from   entering    the    medical  that  it  was  in  consequence  struck  out ;  but 

profession.     The  Inns  of  Courts  have  acted  that  it  was  afterwards  inserted  in  the  House 

wisely  in  this  respect.     Hie  tendency  of  of  Lords  (we  believe  on  the  suggestion  of 

their  regulations  is  to  encourage  those  who  one  of  the  bench  of  bishops).    Dr.  Burrows, 

propose  to  be  called  to  the  bar  to  be  liberally  who  gives  this  piece  of  secret  history,  saya 

educated.    They  do  not  insist  on  it,  and,  if  that  "the  Association  of  General  Practitioners 

they  had  done  so,  the  legal  profession  would  were  anxious  for  the  apprenticeship  clause, 

have  been  deprived  of  some  of  its  brightest  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  of  getting 

ornaments.  apprentices;"  but  what  could  have  passed  in 

But  it  may  be  urged  that,  if  young  men  the  mind  of  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate 

are  not  able  to  obtain  a  license  to  practise  which  led  him  to  this  notable  piece  of  legis- 

until  they  are  twenty-three  years  of  age,  so  lation,  about  a  year  after  Parliament  had 

many  to  whom  it  is  important  to  obUdn  a  passed  an  Act  abolishing  the  necessity  of 

livelOiood  in  early  life  will  be  deterred  from  apprenticeships  in  other  cases,  it  is  difficult 

enterring  the  profession,  that  there  will  be  to  comprehend :   nor  is  it  less  remarkable 

an  inadequate  supply  of  licensed  practitioners,  that   twenty-five   years   should  have  been 

and  that  the  result  will  be  to  call  into  ex-  allowed  to  elapse  without  any  attempt  having, 

istence  a  number  of  other  practitioners,  who  been  made  to  repeal  a  clause  so  unjust  and 

are  unlicensed  and  unqnsJified.     It  is  true  mischievous. 

that  sudv  was  the  effect  of  the  too  stringent  We  use  these  expressions  not  unadi^bedly .. 

r^gulationa  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  The  tendency  of  die  apprenticeship  systeok 

former  times,  and  such  would  be  the  effect  is  always  to  throw  a  great  impediment  in  the 
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WSJ  of  obtiduing  n  ffood  general  edupatioik;  thift  Sodety  qf  Apothftqyfp^*  pi%ipite,  #>4fa»y 

and  in  a  great  number  of  instances  to  pre-  have  it  right,  and  indeed  W  UmQT  at*  bom^ 

vent  it  altogether.     The  h&w   requires  five  to  do,  that  the  candidatei  lor  thew  Mpr^gc, 

▼ears'    apprenticeship,   and    the    corporate  before  they  had  h^uja  to  Ifi^m  «aatopiy, 

$o<Ues  require  three  years  of  study  in  a  me-  at  any  rate  \a  m  addition  to  tlieii-  c'^'- 

dicaL  school,  making  eight  years  in  all.     If  studies,  should  have  devoted  »  o^rUii^ 

a  young  man  is  to  obtain  his  license  (as  he  to  the  fl^tady  of  phamuu^ 
may  now  obtain  it)  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 

and  serves  the  full  term  of  bis  apprenticeship  board  of  visitors. 

in  a  village  or  town,  in  which  there  are  no         Let  us  suppose  that  vn  act  of 

lectures  and  no  hospitals,  he  must  be  taken  were  passed  making  some  such  altentioQ««« 

fi>om  school  and  apprenticed  at  thirteen  years  we  have  already  suggested  in  Ui«  ehai$9ra  at 

of  age.  If  the  kw  be  evaded,  as  it  sometimes  the  coU^fnes,  and  in  the  apothecacies*  art  of 

is,  by  the  master  giving  up  two  years  of  the  1815,  and  any  others  which  on  fiutbsr  oob- 

term  of  apprenticeship,  stiU  there  are  six  sideration  of  the  fu^ject  might  be  lois^d  ta 

years  left,  and  the  boy  is  t^en  from  school  be  desirable ;  and  that  ihe  govocn^nen^  woe 

at  fifteen.     If  the  master  reside  in  a  large  authorised  to  appoint  certain  pecwna  who 

town,  in  which  the  apprentice  has  the  oppor-  should  form  a  Board  of  Control,  or^  if  tii^ 

tunity  of  pursuing  his  stud^s  in  the  hospital  please  to  give  them  a  gentler  appellatioa,  a 

and  lecture-room  from  the  beginning  Qi  his  Board  of  Visitors,  whose  office  it  should  be 

apprenticeship,  still,  even  under  these  more  to  superintend  the  concerns  of  the  diffierent 

fhvourable  circumstances,  under  which  it  can  medical  institutions ;   and  we  believe  tkat 

fall  to  the  lot  of  very  few  to  be  placed,  he  is  under  such  an  arrangement  idl  that  is  le- 

launched  in  his  profession  at  the  sge  of  six-  quired  might  be  accompUshed. 
teen,  just  as  he  is  entering  on  that  important        The  regulations  as  to  the  educajtion  at 

period  in  which,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  medical  students,  and  the  licensing  gf  prac* 

a  well-disposed  young  mai\  will  mak^  greater  titioners,  should  either  originate  with   the 

progress  with  respect  to  his  general  educa-  Board  of  Visitors,  or  shocdd  not  be  valid 

tlon  than  in  all  the  former  years  of  his  life  until  they  had  received  their  sanction.     In 

put  together.  like  manner  they  should  superintend  the  ep- 

But  these  are  not  the  only  objections.  ^  Is  pointment  of  the  examiners.  Beports  should 

this  a  just  monopoly  ?     Is  there  no  way  of  be  made  to  them  at  sta^  period^  (k  the 

learning  pharmacy,  but  by  means  of  an  ap-  individuals    to  whom    licensi^    hare  been 

prenticeship  }    A  member  of  the  Committee  granted ;  of  the  monies  received  in  p«yis«nt 

asks  with  great  reason',  "  If  young  men,  in  of  them  ;  at  the  same  time  explaining  in 

addition  to  the  customary  four  years  of  study  what  manner  these  funds  have  been  ^pcx»ded. 
in  the  University  of  EUlinbuigh,  were  to  pass         At  present,  when  a  vacancy  has  occursed 

ten  or  twelve  months  exclusively  in  learning  in  the  Co\incil  of  the  College  of  SuiippQas, 

pharmacy,  why  should  they  not  ne  permitted  the  remaining  members  select  the  indtvidnal 

to  act  asgeno^  practitioners?'' — (Report  who  is  to  succeed  to  the  vacant  seat;  and 

on  the  ApothecarieMt  p.  22).    And  again,  this  has  always,  and  not  without  reason, 

"Were  a  young  man  to  graduate  as  a  bache-  been  made  a  sul^ect  of  complaint  S8*inat 

lor  of  medicine  at  Oxfoi3  or  Cambridge,  and  the  constitution  of  the  Collie.     Yet,  as 

afterwards  to  apply  himself  to  the  study  of  matters  now  stand,  we  do  not  see  what  other 

medicine,  and  from  the  want  of  an  adequate  arrangement  can  be  made.    To  throw  the 

fortune  be  at  length  prevented  from  prac-  election  open  to  the  ten  or  twelve  thousand 

tising  as  a  physician,  why  should  he  be  pre-  members  of  whom  the  CoU^^e  consists  would 

vented  acting  as  a  general  practitioner  ?"  be  absurd;    and  there  is  no  other  oonsti- 

Yet  both  these  descriptions  of  persons  are  tuency.     If,  as  we  have  proposed,  anodier 

prevented  practising  in  that  capscity  under  degree  were  estabUshcd  for  tlu>se  who  woald 

the  existing  law.  be  candidates  for  the  situation  of  snigeons 

We  have  not  the  smallest  dou))t  that  a  to  hospitals  or  teachers  of  anatomy,  there 

residence  for  a  limited  period  in  the  house  would,  in  the  course  of  time,  be  a  body  of 

of  an  apothercarv  is  likely  to  be  very  useful  persons  to  whom  the  election  might,  without 

to  the  student  who  proposes  to  enter  on  the  inconvenience,    be   intrusted ;    and  in  the 

same  line  of  practice ;  but  we  cannot  con-  meanwhile   the  ol^ections    to   the  present 

csive  that  an  apprenticeship  for  five  years,  system  might  be  in  a  great  measure  obviated 

or  ewn  fbr  three  years,  is  necessary  ;  nor  by  making  the  appointments  of  the  Council 

indeed  any  apprenticeship  at  all.     At  all  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of 

events  there  are  good  reasons  why  the  legis-  Visitors ;    or  the  visitors  might  select  one 

latore  shonld  not  interfere  with  a  matter  of  from  a  list  of  persons  submitted  to  them  as 

this  khid.     It  may  very  well  be  left  to  tlie  properly  qualifieil  by  tlw  counciL 
discretlim  of  the  parents  and  guardians,  and         What  are  called  the  Elects  in  th^  CoUcya 

of  4lie  ytmng  men  themselves ;  especially  if  of  Physicians  are,  «ith  res^tect  to  the  mode 
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of  IAmAp  HpiKiuttiiMfy  ni  VM  flUiiB  RCintMi  Bmdd,  tL   ^t^MH/ftoMtSffAo^flAj^  RidA,  f^brty 

M  tiie  Coundii  of  te  OaXksg^  of  Sorgeou;  ttout,  about  35  ytMB  of  age,  with  blue  spec- 

■ni  the  atoDBt^  niJte  Might  be  applied  to  tliaai>  tables  and  ill  *  pilot  ebat,  drore  up  to  my 

or  othenrife  tbtt  eleetiOii  of  them  might  be  door  in  a  htown  pilYate  cabriolet,  with  a 

tondueted  in  the  nme  mumer  aa  that  of  th«  dark  bay  horiR.  tie  gtire  mt  him  card  *'  Dr. 

GenMv*k  Rogers/''  and  Maied  that  he  resided  in  Wei- 

But  a  qaeftioB  wffl  arite  as  to  the  ezaift  beck  Sttteet,  Carendish  Square,  that  he  had 

mode  of  appointiiig  fSba  Visitors  themselTea.  fbmeriy  attended  m j  lectures  at  St.  Bartho- 

We  would  suggest   that   they  should   b«  tomew's  H<OBpital,  and  also  those  of  Mr. 

noBtteated  by  the  <|iieeti  ih  Coimeil  ratfa^  Abemethy,  and  wishing  to  examine  a  book 

than  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  believing  at  the  British  Museum,  requested  a  line  at 

that  the  effect  of  this  would  be  to  remote  two  firorii  me  to  Sir  Henry  Ellis  to  secure 

the  appoiAtment,  in  some  degree,  iVOm  the  that  privilegCk     Recognising  in  his  features 

influence  of  par^  politics ;   and  we  would  an   old    Bartholomew   student,   and    being 

further  suggest  that  the  Board  should  consist  pressed  for  time,  1  unsuspectingly  put  my 

of  two  clsMes  of  persons,  of  some  who  do,  name  to  a  dechiration  that  I  beKered  him  to 

&nd  of  some  who  do  not,  belong  to  the  be  a  medical  man  deserting  of  admission  to 

medical  profession.  the  reading  room  of  the  Britirii  Museum. 

Being  assured  that  some  of  the  highest  in-  On  his  leaving  my  house  he  dropped  a 

terests  of  society  are  invotyed  in  the  state  of  silk  handkerchief  having  the  initials  J.  C, 

the  medical  profession,  and  knowing  that  the  and  these  not  corresponding  with  tlie  name 

reflecting  members  of  the  profession  are  not  on  his  card  (Dr.   Rogers)  awakened  my 

well  Satisfied  with   the   existing  order  of  suspicion,  now  confirmed  by  finding  no  such 

things,  we  confidently  hope  that  those  who  person  in  Welbeck  Street.  Believing,  there- 

(?oncem  themsdres  in  the  management  of  fore,  that  he  has  obtained  my  signature  for 

public  affairs  will  perCeive  the  necessity  of  some  sinister  purpose,  most  probably  to  lead 

giving  the  subject  their  early  and  serious  the  unwary  to  suppose  that  he  is  known  and 

attention  ;  and  in  that  case  it  will  be  by  no  recognised  by  me,  I  hereby  caution  the  pro- 

means  diflScuIt  for  any  one,  who  takes  the  fession  and  public,  and  give  it  as  my  opinion 

pains  to  do  so,  to  fill  up  the  faint  outline  of  that  the  man  is  an  impostor. — I  am,  sir, 

the  scheme  which  we  have  offered  to  their  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

consideration.     We  cannot  doubt  that,   if  J.  T.  CoNAtT^ST. 

the  task  of  mending  the  medical  institutions  13,  Flnsbury  Square,  Dec.  %i,  1840. 

be  honestly  undertaJcen  and  pursued,  a  real      

and  lasting  service  will  be  rendered  to  the 

public.     We  are  sanguine  enough  to  believe 

that  what  is  required  may  be  easily  accom-  SIX    PREGNANCIES   OCCURRED 

plished  ;  that  the  question,  if  fairly  discussed,  DURING  AM£aNORRU(£A« 

with  a  desire  to  do  only  what  is  right  and  n     r^     »                       •» 

useftil,  will  be  found  to  lie  in  a  narrow  com-  »^  ^^'  Flbc»w«*,  or  Vienna. 

pass,  and  to  be  surrounded  by  no  difficulties  

which  may  not  be  readily  surmounted.  A  woman,  now  35  years  old»  menstruated 
for  the  first  time  in  her  fourteenth  yeari  beia^ 

CAUTION  TO  THE  PROFESSION.  thenbutimperfecUy developed.  MeostnwtkNs 

continued  regular  for  some  tim»t  but  then 

iisoiCAi  1SIPO8TOK8.  ceased  for  nine  months,  during  wbioh  tiw>^ 

..— '—  many  symptoms  of  chlorosis  appeared.     She 

2b  iAe  EdiUtr  q^Me  Mtdicni  OoMettt.  ^  ^"^^  f^  »  fcvemh  oo^^f  which 

continued  for  several  weeks,  but  mA  her  m  a 

St  a,  better  state  of  health  than  she  had  previously 
Til  sax  are  two  men  now  in  London  prac-  enjoyed.  During  her  convakscenoe  the  «■» 
tising  every  variety  of  imposition  on  the  tamenia  reappeared,  and  they  now  observed 
profession.  They  are  so  similar  in  their  ap-  a  rc^gularly  periodical  type  for  several  yeaia». 
pearance,  that  I  have  little  doubt  of  their  though  still  usually  accompanied  by  eon- 
relationship,  and  they  are  making  their  visits  gestion  of  blood  about  the  head  and  cheat* 
to  the  houses  of  medical  men  at  times  when  I^^  l^cr  twenty-second  year  she  married^  and 
they  expect  to  find  them  firom  home.  Having  during  the  next  year  gave  birth  to  a  healthy 
been  entrapped  the  other  day  by  one  of  them,  child,  which  she  suckled  for  only  a  km 
(and  he  I  have  no  doubt  the  brother  of  the  months,  for  her  supply  of  milk  then  de- 
one  who  sent  me  a  few  nights  since  on  a  creased,  though  no  traces  of  retum  of  tlM 
fruitless  errand  to  Pentonville,)  I  deem  it  process  appeared.  Instead  of  the  latter  then 
right  to  put  the  profession  on  their  guard.  came  on  periodically  pains  in  the  head,  va» 
Just  as  I  was  leaving  my  house  a  few  days  rying  m  severity  and  length  of  fmntinnaniw» 
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witk  A-MiiMllon  of  preuure  and  hmt  in  the  after  mid-dav  tiiia  exeitabaity  gnidiiaAj 

frontal  and  parietal  region,  and  frequently  creaaed ;  and  towarda  midniglit  it 

great  diatreaa  of  breathing  and  palpitation  of  than  at  any  prerions  period.     It  I 

the  heait^  or  even  mofe  or  leas  distinct  paroz-  able,  therdTore,  that  the  ordinary  ymmd  ai 

yama  of  asthma*     Notwithstanding  the  phy-  greatest  exdtement  in  heotie  ferer^    eon- 

aioiogioal  energy  of  the  ntems  seemed  com-  tinned  fever,  and  many  odier  febrile  ^if"\ 

pletely  paralysed,  yet  after  two  years  she  occors  exactly  at  the  time  when  there  ia  the 

again  becaaie  pregnant.     Gestation  and  par-  least  excitement  or  excitability  in  t^e  henltfaiy 

tiuition  were  gone  through    in    the  same  state  of  die  ftmctions. — Dr,  Ckrutuon^  im. 

manner  as  at  the  first  time ;  and  then,  in  the  Library  qf  Practical  Hedicme,  toL  i. 

the  place  of  the  catamenia,  which  were  still  p.  287* 

suppressed,  the  same  train   of   periodical 

symptoms  again  came  on.    In  this  way  the  WHITE  SLAYE-D   IVING. 

woman  became  a  mother  six  times  in  the  

course  of  thirteen  years,  without  a  trace  of 


menstrual  fluid  ever  once  appearing;  and  The  following  occurs  in  the  evidence  of 
she  declared  that  during  this  time  she  had  William  Rastriek,  before  Mr.  Sadler's  Corn- 
observed  neither  a   blennorrhoea  nor  any  '^^f®  "*  1832. 

morbid  secretion  of  the  uterine  or  other  sys-  Was  it  not  found  necessary  to  beat  cWl- 

tem,  that  could  be  deemed  vicarious  of  the  dren  to  keep  them  up  to  their  empkiyment  ? 

catamenia.  Certamly. 

Cases  ofcon«!ptionduringlactation.  before  Did  the  beating  increase  towards  evening? 

the  return  of  the  catamenia,  an  by  no  means  Their  strength  relaxes  more  towards   the 

rarities,  and  the  secretion  of  mUk  continued  evening ;    they  get  tired,   and   they  twist 

for  a  year  sometimes  hmders  the  secretion  themselves  about  on  their  legs,  and  atandon 

of  menstrual  blood  without  at  aU  excluding  *^«"  ®^  **^^  ^^^       ,       , 

the  possibility  of  conception.     But  in  this  When  you  were  employed  as  an  over, 

case  the  peci^  condition  induced  by  lacta-  looker,  and  had  to  superintend  those  ciul- 

tation  could  have  had  noUiing  to  do  with  dren,  was  not  the  employer  aware  Uiat  you 

thesuppressionof themenses.— AfedidnttcAe  ^^  ^  stimukte  them  up  to  labour  by 

Jahrbiicher  (ktertStaateM.  Bd.xsx,  St.  iw.  severity?    Certamly  he  waa,  and  it  is  always 

.___ considered  indispensable. 

«v  ^  ,*  ^  »-»«,<x*  «T.«*^^,»  ^«  «,,,«  Would  he  himsdf  rather  uige  yon  to  that 

DAILY  REVOLUTIONS  OF  THE  course  than  to  the  contrary  ?     Hia  object 

PULSE.  was,  in  every  case,  to  get  a  certain  quantity 

_  of  work  done;   it  must  be  done  by  some 

means  or  other ;  but  when  it  was  necessary 

Trk  doctrine  of  CuUen  and  other  physiolo-  for  the  overlooker  to  use  severity,  he  had  to 

gists,  that  the  healthy  circulation  is  subject  to  bear  the  stigma  of  it,  and  not  the  master. 

a  double  diurnal  excitement,  and  that  the  Did  you  not  find  it  very  irksome  ^to  yoor 

chief  period  of  excitement  occurs  in  the  feelings,   to  have  to  take  those  meana  of 

evening,  was  first  disproved  by  Dr.  Knox,  urgingthe  children  to  the  work?     Extremely 

in  1816.      He  found  that  there  was  only  so ;  I  have  been  compelled  to  urge  them  on 

one  diurnal  revolution,  independentiy  of  in-  to  work  when  I  knew  they  could  not  bear  it ; 

cidental  excitements ;  that  the  pulse  is  more  but  I  waa  obliged  to  make  them  strain  every 

frequent  and  excitable  in  the  morning  on  nerve  to  do  the  work,  and  I  can  say  I  have 

awi^ng,  gradually  becomes  less  so  towards  been  disgusted  with  myself  and  with  my 

evening,  and  acquires  its  greatest  state  of  situation;  I  felt  myself  degraded  and  reduced 

depression  about  midnight  or  before  going  to  to  tilie  level  of  a  slave-driver  in  such  caaea. 

eleep.    The  writer  having,  in  ignorance  of  Is  not  tying  the  broken  ends,  or  piercing, 

these  investigations,  made  some  experiments  an  employment  that  requires  gnat  activity  ? 

of  the  same  nature,  a  few  years  afterwards,  Yes. 

he  can  confirm  the  results  at  which  Dr.  Knox  Does  not  the  material  often  cut  the  hands 

arrived,  except  that  instead  of  observing  of  those  poor  children?     Frequently;  but 

actual  excitement  of  the  pulse  in  the  mom-  some  more  than  others.     I  have  seen  them 

ing,  he  found  only  very  marked  excitability,  stand  at  their  work,  with  their  hands  cut, 

Under  a  careful  avoidance  of  all  accidental  till  the  blood  has  been  running  down  to  the 

stimuli,  such  as  food,  exercise,  mental  exci-  ends  of  their  fingers.-^J5Mi!f  ^tAe  Faetmy 

tation,  apd  the  like,  he  found  no  difference  Syttem  demonstrated    by    Parliamentary 

whatever  either  in  the  pulse  or  animal  heat.  Evidence,   By  Charies  Wing,  Esq.  (A  uaeAU 

In  the  course  of  the  whole  day  and  night ;  but  work). 

on  awaking  in  the  morning,  there  was  so 

great  excitability,  that  trifling  stimuli  raised  "**" 

considerably  the  pulse   and  temperature; 
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CASES  FROM  THE  DANISH  ME.  ^»<^f  ^i^on^  ^Uch  tbd  eatida  lHid.|iieBJ»» 

DIGAL  REPORTS.  "'^i^^^Tur  i,         r  w  i  •     «      ^  *» 

Dr.  MoIIer,  of  Helsingor,  nporti  two 

^~~'  catM.    The  first  was  a  peculiar  iqHamBui^ 

The  following  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  tion  of  the  thick  skin  covering  the  heel,  oo** 

of  Dr.  Murer,  of  Lyngby : —  earring  in  a  woman  of  45.     Menstroatioa 

1.  Contraction  and  tMekeninff  qf  the  in-  had  ceased,  but  Uie  woman  had  suffered  from 
testmes, — An  old  woman,  who  had  suffeced  violent  leucorrhoea,  which  had  been  cured  by 
for  a  short  time  from  constipation,  discharged  suitable  remedies,  after  which  she  was  quite 
small  and  hard  feces  with  difficulty,   but  well  for  some  time. 

without  considerable  pain,   and  frequently  A  copious  and  very  fetid  suppuration  was 

not  until  a  suppository  had  been  employed,  produced  by  emollient  poultices,  to  which 

Several  laxatives,  croton  oil  internally  and  solution  of  chlorine  was  afterwards  added ; 

externally,  oily  clysters,  and  even  the  use  of  and  a  cure  was  at  last  effected  by  the  inter- 

an  elastic  tube  were  without  advantage.  The  nal  use  of  carburet  of  iron  (black  lead)  after 

elastic  tube  caused  much  pain,  and  could  not  the  whole  of  the  thick  skin  had  separated, 

be  introduoed  more  than  three  or  four  inches.  Something  similar   appeared  on  the  hands 

The  abdomen  became  tympanitic,  and  the  likewi^.     The  patient  has  been  wdl  ever 

patient,  who  was  84  years  old,  died  after  a  since. 

short  struggle.     On  examination  the  great  2.  loduret  qf  potash  in  syphilis. — In  a 

intestines  were  found  much  distended  with  case  of  inveterate  syphilis  with  tophi,  vio- 

air,  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  filled  lent  pains  at  night,  and  sleeplessness.  Dr. 

with  small  hardfreces,  and  above  it  there  was  Moller  used  ioduret  of  potash  with  evident 

so  narrow  a  stricture  of  the  gut,  that  not  mitigation  of  the  symptoms.     Two  drachms 

even  a  sound  could  be  passed.    There  was  were  dissolved  in  8  ounces  of  waterj  and  the 

no  volvulus,    but  an  idmost  cartilaginous  dose  was  atablespoonful  four  times  aday.   Dr. 

thickening,  about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  M  ller  convinced  himself  of  the  effect  of  the 

two  inchM  long.  remedy  on  the  system  by  a  chemical  exami- 

2.  Two  remarkable  monstrous  births,^^  nation  of  the  urine  ;  and  when  the  patient 
One  of  these  monsters  had  no  cranium ;  the  had  taken  an  ounce  of  the  salt,  he  was  freed 
brain  hung  in  its  membranes  like  a  bag,  the  from  his  complaints,  got  an  appetite,  slept 
ossa  bregmatis  were  entirely  wanting,  and,  of  well,  and  was  better,  as  he  said,  than  he  had 
the  other  bones  of  the  head,  the  lowest  only  been  for  many  years.  He  had  been  pre- 
were  present,  with  many  unusual  inequali-  viously  treated  with  mercurials  and  other 
ties  and  thickenings  of  the  edges ;  the  ears  remedies,  by  different  physicians,  and  is  now 
were  very  misshapen,  but  the  child  was  other-  perfectly  well. 

wise  w^  formed,  and  at  its  full  time.     In  Dr.  Klem,  of  Helaing'ir,  reports  as  fol- 

the  other  case  a  constderabUs  part  of  the  lows  -^ 

ossa  bregmatis  was  wanting;   the  child  was  I.  Indigo  in  epilepsy. — Among  the  remedies 

bom  dead,  and  had  a  misshapen  jaw,  (wol/S'  which  have  been  most  recommended  against 

raehenj  /  nearly  the  whole  of  the  os  palati  epilepsy,  I  have  seen  the  root  of  the  Arte- 

was  wanting,   and  ^e  nose  and  lip  were  misia  vulgaris  very  beneficial.     On  the  other 

unusuaUy  cloven.     So  far,  therefore,  its  de-  hand,  in  the  case  of  a  man  aged  twenty-five, 

velopment  had  been  arrested  ;  but,  on  the  who  had  been  treated  in  vain  with  this  and 

other  hand,  there  were  six  fingers  on  each  other  medicines,  indigo,  in  the  dose  of  ten 

hand,  and  six  toes  on  each  foot.    The  mother  and  fifteen  grains  four  times  a  day,  was  so 

said  that  in  the  third  month  of  her  pregnancy,  advantageous  that  the  fits,  which  had  pre- 

she  suddenly  saw  a  stone-cutter,  who  had  a  viously  occurred  almost  daily,  did  not  take 

very  deformed  face,  or  what  is  called,  a  half-  place  for  a  whole  month, 

face,  which  frightened  her  so  much  that  she  2.  AgnalauroeerasiinGastralyia,— When 

fell  into  a  swoon.  nervous  pain  of  the  stomach  has  not  yielded 

TYansposition  qf  the  viscera. — Dr.  Ewert-  to  the  magistery  of  bismuth,  (the  trisnitrate) 
sen,  of  Hillerdd,  reports  a  medico-legal  dissec-  which  is  commonly  an  excellent  remedy,  I 
tion  of  a  boy  nine  years  old,  in  whom  several  found  cherry-laurel  water  very  useful,  some- 
viscera  of  the  abdomen  (namely,  the  spleen,  times  given  alone,  in  the  dose  of  twelve  drops 
the  transverse  portion  of  the  colon,  and  parts  four  times  a  day,  and  sometimes  with  a 
of  the  small  intestineB),  were  found  in  the  fourth  part  of  acid  elixir  [dilute  sulphuric 
thorax.  He  supposes  they  had  been  there  acid  ?]  In  a  couple  of  cases,  where  the  pain 
from  birth.  was  sometimes  violent,  and  even  the  mildest 

Tetanus  cured  by  morphia. — Dr.  Schiotz,  food  was  vomited,  and  where  there  was  pain 

of  Rotschild,  mentions  a  patient  with  tetanus,  on  pressure,  so  that  I  suspected  rheumatic 

which  had  probably  arisen  from  cold,  and  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  the  cherry- 

which  was  cured  by  the  endermic  application  laurel  water  was  not  borne,  but  prussic  acid 

of  the  acetate  of  morphir.     Half  a  grain  was  effected  a  perfect  cure.     The  dose  was  from 

applied  three  times  a  day  to  a  spot  on  the  four  to  six  drops  of  the  preparation  of  the 
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iioDfcnki  FbtfiniKsopOBBy  Cfciy  thl^  hoursy 
together  with  inftision  of  salep,  leeches,  and 
narcotic  fomentations. 

).  Two  rtnunrkable  mercurial  taiivaiionf. 
— The  l^rst  case  was  that  of  a  woman  aged 
45,  and  the  origin  of  the  salivation  was  qtdte 
a  riddle  to  me,  as  she  had  not  naed  any 
remedy  to  cause  it  either  internally  or 
externally.  At  last  her  husband  confesaed 
that,  to  driye  away  yermin,  he  had  nibbed 
quicksilTer  and  fat  on  several  parts  of  his 
body ;  and  I  am  oompelled  to  suppose  that 
the  evaporation  of  the  mercury  in  bed  pro- 
duced salivation  in  the  woman,  who  is  of  a 
leucophlegmatic  habit. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  a  weakly 
girl  of  twelve,  and  it  was  not  possible  to 
leam  from  the  parents  what  was  the  cause  of 
it.  It  disappeared  under  the  use  of  suitable 
remedies,  though  it  had  reached  such  a  point 
that  blood  flowed  out  of  the  sores  in  the 
mouthy  and  great  attenuation  took  place.  I 
then  prescribed  the  tincture  of  iodine,  (5S8. 
in  ^if.  of  water,  with  mucilage ;  5ij.  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours),  alternating  with 
decoction  of  bark,  and  decoction  of  elm,  to 
rinse  the  mouth  with;  and  in  a  few  days 
the  disorder  had  disappeared.  The  gal  soon 
recovered  her  strength*. 

Dr.  Raon,  of  Helstngor,  reports  the  fol- 
lowing case  : — 

Violent  convuUione  in  a  puerperal  woman, 
which  continued  ttfter  delivery. — ^The  wo- 
man, who  had  been  in  excellent  health  up  to 
the  day  when  she  expected  to  be  confined, 
was  suddenly  attacked  with  vomiting  and 
spasms,  which  soon  attained  a  frightful 
height ;  her  face  was  swollen  and  pale ;  her 
eyes  ftxed  and  red;  foam  issued  from  the 
mouth ;  her  respiration  was  stertorous,  and 
the  pulse  quick  and  tense.  The  bowels  were 
open.  The  paroxysms  returned  every  quar- 
ter of  an  liour.  Meantime,  she  was  delivered 
by  the  forceps  ;  the  child  was  dead,  and 
unusually  small,  but  at  its  Aill  time.  An* 
tispasmodic  remedies  could  not  be  swallowed. 
Bleedings,  clysters  of  assafoetida  and  lauda* 
num,  and  rubbing  the  abdomen  vrith  cam- 
phorated oil,  did  no  good  ;  the  spasms  con- 
tinued after  delivery.  Ten  leeches  were 
applied  to  the  temples,  venesection  was 
repeated,  and  morphia  was  administered 
endermically,  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 
Tet,  though  the  lochia  were  regular,  and  the 
body  open,  tbs  convulsions  returned  every 
quarter  or  half  hour  for  two  days.  They 
then  ceased,  but  were  followed  by  wild  phan* 
tasmata,  which  did  not  cease  till  the  ninth 
day  after  delivery.  For  four  days  the  woman 
was  perfectly  speechless. 


*  It  does  not  clearly  appear  whether  the  tinc- 
ture of  iodine  was  to  be  swallowed,  or  used  to 
rinie  the  mouth ;  if  the  former,  th<  doses  seem 
too  large.— TaA9fHLAToa'»  Notr. 


THE  LATE  DR.  RYaN. 
CFrom  a  Correapondeni.j 

Wb  tinoerely  regret  to  hear  that  tise  late  Dr. 
Ryan  has  left  a  widow  snd  foor  inlknt  cfail' 
dnn  in  a  most  destitute  aitnatitm.  Hie  fol- 
lowing  letter  has  been  addreaaed  to  tfar 
widow  on  the  part  of  the  MetropoHtaa  Free 
Hospital,  of  whidi  Dr.  Ryan  hsid  been  a 
physician* 

'  [The  fetter  is  highly  oompUmentary  to 
the  deceased,  and  we  regret  that  we  cmaot 
tnake  room  fbr  it.] 

Dr.  Ryan  was  well  known  ta  a  medical 
journalist  and  teacher.  TIm  case  of  las  fa- 
mily is  one  which  we  think  will  excite  titf 
sympathy  of  Us  medical  brethren  and  the 
public.  We  understand  the  frieada  of  the 
family  are  already  exerting  tf>*Mi^'|sifB  in 
endeavouring  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  his  widow  in  a  situation  to  sop- 
port  herself  and  her  children. 
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LECTURES  But  this,  in  my  mind,  i£  a  verv  mlBtaken 

jjj,  ^^^  view  of  the  matter.     For,  first,  it  is  often- 

_    . '  times  uncertain,  while  the  patient  is  vet  alive. 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  ^hat  or  where  the  primal^  disease  may  be  ; 

PHYSIC,  and  even  after  death  we  sometimes  can  dis- 

n^ti^^^A  »i  K-i^^'a  nn77—    T^A^  ^^^^  °°  organic  change  that  would  satis- 

J)ehv^ed  at  King  #  College,  London,  ^^^^^jy  ^^J^^^  ^^  the  efftision.  Practically 

Br  Dr.  Watsom.  speakmg,  in  such  cases  the  dropsy  tV  the 

d^ase,  and  the  sole  object  of  our  treatment. 

LscTORK  XVI  ^"^*  secondly,  dropsy  is,  in  fact,   to  a 

medical  eye,  in  all  cases,  something  more 

Dropsy :   iU  general  pathology^      Passive  than  an  effect  or  symptom  of  disease.    The 

dropsy;  cardiac,  andrenal,  Active.aeute,  imprisoned  Uquid  is  often  a  cause  of  vnrious 

or  febrile  dropsy.       General  principles  other  symptoms ;  embarrassing,  by  its  prcs- 

qf  treahneniin  dropsies,  sure,  important  functions,  and  even  extin- 

Thbrk  remains  now  only  one  subject,  of  the  guishing  life.     The  removal  of  the  dropsy 

pathology  of  which  it  will  be  convenient  and,  (although    its  original   cause,  of  which  it 

I  hope,  instructive,  to  take  a  short  general  was  a  symptom,  may  remain  behind,  un- 

view,  before -we  enter  upon  the  consideration  touched,  to  be  again  productive  of  efl^on 

of  special  diseases.     I  proceed  to  speak  of  under  circumstances  favourable  to  its  opera* 

Dropsies :  t.  e.  of  serous  effusions  into  one  tion) — the  removal  of  the  dropsy  will  often 

or  more  of  the  shut  cavities  of  the  body,  or  restore  a  person  to  comparative  comfort ;  or 

into  the  cellular  tissue,  or  into  both  ;  inde-  even  to  what,  so  far  as  his  sensations,  and 

pendent  of  inflammation.  powers,  and  belief  are  concerned,  is,  to  him, 

We  have  already  considered  serous  effusion  for  the  time,  a  state  of  health, 

occurring  as  an  effect  or  event  of  inflam-  You  see  then,  already,  that  in  a  dropsical 

mation.     We  are  commonly  able  to  say  of  person,  whose  dropsy  depends  upon  Organic 

this,  that  it  has  originated  in  inflammation ;  disease,  there  are  two  sets  of  symptoms  to  be 

either  from  its  being  mixed  with  some  of  the  distinguished :  vis.  those  which  depend  on 

less  equivocal  products  of  that  disease,  such  the  primary  disease  ;  and  those  which  depend 

as  ooagulable  lymph ;  or  firom  its  having  taken  on  the  collected  fluid.     The  latter,  often  the 

place  while  «ym/;/omi  of  inflammation  existed,  m^st  grievous,  are  often  to  be  got  rid  of: 

But  there  are  numerous  examples  of  serous  the  former,  frequently  permanent,  are  fre- 

accumulation,  which  cannot  with  any  shew  quently  also  but  little  complained  of  or  felt 

of  reason  be  regarded  as  events  of  inflamma-  by  the  patient,  except  when  effusioii  is  the 

tion.     It  is  to  these  that  I  would  apply  the  result. 

simple  term  dropsy.  Some   persons,  I   fancy,  have  regarded 

It  has  been  said — and  said  with  much  dropsy  as  a  less  attractive  subject  of  investi- 

truth — that  dropsy  is  rather  a  symptom  of  gation  than  it  might  be  if  it  were  less  fre- 

disease,  than  a  disease  in  itself.     And  it  has  quently,  in  its  nature,  incurable.     But  as  (ar 

been  affirmed  that  it  would  be  more  philo-  as  the  dropsy  itself  is  oonoemed,  the  oom- 

sophical  and*  scientific  to  treat  of  the  original  plaint  often  is  curable ;  and  there  are  some 

malady  upon  which  the  effusion  or  accumu-  forms  of  dropsy  that  are  curable  in  a  more 

lation  depends ;  to  erase  dropsy  from  the  absolute  sense :  that  is,  both  the  effusion,  and 

list  of  substantive  diseases,  and  to  place  it  that  condition  which  was  the  physical  cause 

in  the  catalogue  (Sf  mere  symptoms.  of  the  effusion,  are  sometimes  remediable. 

684.— xxvii.  aO 
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Besides,  it  is  our  business  to  care  when  tinning  the  same ;  or  else  the  exhalatioa  has 

we  can ;  bnt  whether  we  can  cure  or  not,  to  been  increased  while  the  absorption  wras  either 

relieve  and  palliate  hnman  suffering ;    and  lessened  or  not  proportionally  increased  st 

this,  under  ProTidenoe,  we  are  able  to  do,  in  the  same  time. 

many  or  most  cases  of  dropsy,  to  a  very  con-        The  last  is  a  mixed  case ;  and  we  need  only 

siderable  extent.  consider  the  two  first. 

Whererer  there  is  a  shut  sac,  or  wherever        Now  the  balance  between  exhalatian  and 

there  is  loose  and  permeable  cellular  tissue,  absorption  is  often  deranged,  and  dropaiea  do 

there  we  may  have  dropsy.  actually  arise,  in  each  and  aU  of  these  ways. 

Thus  there  may  be  dropsy  of  the  ventricles        It  will  best  suit  my  purpose  to  speak  first 

of  the  brain,  or  of  the  meshes  of  the  pia  of  those  dropsies  which  are  occaaaoned   by 

mater,  leading  to  death  by  coma :    of  the  defective  absorption,  and  which  are  usually 

pleurse,  of  the  cellular  texture  of  the  hmgs,  called  chronic  or  passive  dropsies, 
or  of  the  submucous  cellular  tissue  of  the        The  direct  agency  of  the  blood-Teasels  in  the 

glottis,  any  of  which  may  cause  death  by  production,  as  well  as  in  the  reoaoval,   of 

aptUBa ;  of  the  pericardium,  producing  death  dropsy,  although  indicated  by  many  common 

hj  fyneqpe.     I  mention  thew  instances  in  and  obvious  facts,   has  not  hoNk  g;enei'aDy 

particular,  to  shew  that  almost  every  mode  of  recognized  till  a  comparatively  recent  period, 

dying  may  result  from   dropsical  efiusion ;  Perhaps  I  should  rather  say  that  more  impor- 

and  to  win  your  attention  to  a  disorder  so  tanoe  used  to  be  assigned,  in  these  respects, 

fnll  of  peril.  to  the  agency  of  the  lymphatic  absorbents. 

When  the  cerebral  ventricles  are  distended  than  they  are  really  entitled  to.     Yon  win 

with  water,  we  express  the  diseased  con-  find  that  pathologists,  even  in  modem  times, 

dition  by  the  term  hjfdroeephalui.    When  speak  of  a  want  of  tone,  of  deficient  enerigy, 

serous  liquid  collects  in  the  pleurae,  or  in  the  in  the  absorbents,  as  a  cause  of  dropsical 

pericardium,  we  say  that  the  patient  has  accumulations ;  the  superfluous  fluid  crif  the 

hydrothorax,  or  hydropericardmm.     If  the  part  is  not  adequately  taken  up  (they  say) 

cavity  of  the  peritoneum  be  the  seat  of  the  by  the  enfeebled  absorbents,  meaning   tbe 

effusion,  we  call  the  comphdnt  ateitet.  When  absorbents  strictly  and  anatomically  so  called, 

the  cellular  tissue  of  a  pait  becomes  infil-  And  this   view  of  the    matter,  connecting 

tared  with  serous  fluid,  the  part  is  said  to  be  dropsy  always  with  debility  as  its  cause,  has 

adematoua ;  and  axuuarca  is  the  name  given  led  to  a  corresponding  plan  of  treatment : 

to  the  more  or  less  general  accumulation  of  the  object  aimed  at  b^ng  the  stimulation  of 

serum  into  the  cellular  tissue  throughout  the  the  absorbents  to  more  energetic  action, 
body,  and  especially  to  visible  subcutaneous        But  to  the  doctrine  that  dropsy  is  a  con- 

cedinna  of  considerable  extent.     Finally,  the  sequence  of  the  deficient  action  of  the  absor- 

term  general  dropty  signifies  the  combination  bents,  this  obvious  difficulty  presents  itself, — 

of  anasarca  with  dropsy  of  one  or  more  of  that  absorption  really  goes  on,  and  goea  on  very 

the  large  serous  cavities.  actively,  in  dropsical  patients :  their  adipona 

Other  local  dropsies  indeed  there  are,  but,  matter  disappears,  they  become  wretcbedly 

as  they  belong  entirely  to  surgery,  I  need  not  thin.   There  is  no  complaint  in  which  wasting 

enumerate  them.  and  emaciation  go  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 

General  pathology  qf  dropaiee,  —  Now  dropsy.     You  will  find  also   that  persons 

what  reasonable  account  can  be  given  of  labouring  under  anasarca  are  readily  enough 

these  remarkable  conditions  ?     How  is   it  affected  by  mercury ;  which  must  of  course 

that  the  hollows  and  interstices  of  the  living  be  abaorbcd  before  it  can  produce  any  of  ^ 

body,  or  of  parts  of  the  body,  became  thus  specific  effects, 
water-logged  ?  It  must  be  confessed  that  our  Imowledge 

Ta  solve  this  question,  we  must  carry  in  respecting  the  mechanism  of  absorption  is 

our  minds  some  physiological  recollections.  neither  complete  nor  certain ;  but  there   is 

Hie  closed  cavities  or  cells  within  which  good  reason  for  supposing  that  the  process  is 

the  fluid  of  dropsy  is  confined,  are  kept  moist,  shared  among  the  lacteals,  the  lymphatics, 

during  life  and  health,  by  a  continual  serous'  and  the  vemt ;  and  it  is  probably  distributed 

secretion  from  their  surfaces ;  and  they  are  between  these  sets  of  vessels  somewhat  in 

kept  merely  moist,  for  the  fluid  thus  con-  this  manner ; — ^that  the  lacteals  absorb  the 

stantly  secreted  is  as  constantly  reabsorbed  chyle  from  the  surface  of  the  alimentary 

into  die  circulation.  canal,  and  0(mvey  into  the  blood  the  materials 

When  these  cells  or  cavities,  without  hav-  of  its  renovation ;    that  the  office  of  the 

ing  undeigone  inflammation,  become  filled  lymphatics  is  to  take  up  and  carry  into  the 

and  distended  with  the  serous  fluid  which  blood  those  old  and  effete  portions  of  the 

they  habitually  secrete,  one  of  three  things  solid  constituents  of  the  body,  which  require 

must  have  happened.     Either  the  quantity  to  be  removed  to  make  wav  for  a  fresh  de- 

of  fluid  exhaled  has  been  augmented,  the  ab-  posit ;  while  the  veins  imbibe  the  serous 

sorption  remaining  the  same;  or,  the  absorp-  fluid  exhaled  from  the  snrfecea  of  serous 

tion  has  been  diminished,  tbe  exhalation  con-  membranea,  and  into  the  meshes  of  the  oel- 
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Inlar  timie,  u  wdl  u  poisons  and  other  sub-  Bearing  these  physiological  trntht^in'  re- 

atanoes  that  are  soluble  and  dissolved  in  that  membrance,  we  shidl  have  no  difficulty  in 

fluid.  shewing  that  the  chronic  forms  of  dropsy  are 

If  this  be  so,  the  difficolty  just  now  men-  attributable  partly,  and  chiefly,  and  in  many 

tioned  yanishes.     Of  the  two  sets  of  absorb-  instances  entirely,  to  undue  plenitude  of  the 

ing  Teasels,  the  lymphatics  and  the  yeins,  one  veins ;  and  that  this  venous  repletion  is  pro- 

flet  may  continue  to  perform  its  functions,  duced,  almost  always,  by  some  impediment 

while  the  other  fails  to  do  so.    Tliis  theory  to  the  free  return  of  the  blood  towards  the 

is  quite  consistent  with  the  actual  phenomena  heart. 

of  dropsical  disease ;  and  whether  it  be  alto-  Pat$ive  dropay  from  wnoui  obttruetio»» 

gether  true  or  not,  a  part  of  it  is  certainly  —When  the  cettular  tissue  of  a  limited  part 

true ;   that,  namely,  which  assigns  to  the  of  the  body  becomes  filled  and  distended  by 

reins  a  larye  share  in  the  whole  process  of  serous  liquid,  we  call  the  swelling  mdema : 

absorption.    The  experiments  of  Magendie  but  this  is  exactly  the  same,  in  its  nature,  as 

and  of  others  are  quite  conclusiTe  upon  that  anasarca.     Now  oedema  is  often  the  couse- 

point.  quence  of  some  mechanical  obstruction  to 

It  has  also  been  fully  established,  that  tiie  venous  dteulation.    We   can  produce 

fluids  may  and  do  pass  into  or  out  of  the  it  whenever  we  wilL     Our  countryman  Dr. 

veins,  in  the  living  body,  not  by  any  vital  Lower,  170  years  ago,  tied  the  jugular  vein 

process,  but  by  mere  physical  imbibition  and  of  a  living  dog.    When  a  few  hours  had 

transudation,  through  the  coats  of  those  vee-  elapsed,  he  observed  that  all  the  parts  beyond 

•els ;  that  when  the  veins  are  distended  to  a  the  ligature,  reckoning  from  the  heart,  were 

certain  degree  with  watery  fluid,  the  entrance  much  swollen  :  and  upon  dissecting  the  ani- 

of  more  of  the  same  fluid,  through  their  sides,  mel  after  death  he  found  that  the  cellular 

is  impeded  or  prevented ;    that,  when  the  tissue  of  the  head  and  figioe  was  filled,  not 

distension  is  still  greater,  the  aqueous  part  of  with  red  blood,  as  he  had  expected  it  might 

the  blood  may  even  pass  in  the  other  direction  be,  but  with  clear  and  limpid  serum.     On 

out  of  the  vessel ;   and  that,  on  the  other  another  occasion  he  placed  a  ligature  upon 

hand,    when   the  veins  are    comparatively  the  vena  cava,  just  above  the  diaphragm : 

empty,  the  surrounding  serous  fluid  passes  death  soon  ensued,  and  a  large  quantity  of 

readily  into  them,  or,  in  common  language,  water  was  discovered  in  the  cavity  of  the 

is  absorbed.    Tlie  venous  absorption  is  ex-  peritoneum. 

plicable   therefore  upon    the  principles  of  Precisely  similar  phsnomena  sueeeed  the 

endotniMt  and  erofmose,  as  hud  down  by  compression  or  obUteration  of  a*  large  vein 

Dutrochet ;  or  I  would  rather  say,  accord-  in  various  parts  of  the  body.     In  operating 

ing  to  the  more  general  and  morQ  simple  laws  for   popliteal  aneurism,   Mr.    Travers  was 

of  keterogenetma  attraction,  as  explained  by  obliged  to  tie  the  femoral  vein :  the  cellular 

Profiessor  Daniell.  tissue  of  the  limb  was  speedily  infiltered 

Imbibition,  being  a  form  of  that  attraction,  with  serous  fluid.  Long-abiding  oedema  of 
belongs  in  various  degrees  to  all  the  tissues  one  foot  and  ankle  has  been  cur^  at  once  by 
of  the  body.  Its  rapidity — and  even  its  the  reduction  of  a  crural  hernia,  which  had 
direction  in  respect  to  the  elastic  coats  of  a  been  pressing  for  the  same  length  of  time 
vessel  surrounded  by  fluid,  and  also  carrying  upon  the  femoral  vessels.  You  have  heard, 
fhiid  of  a  certain  consistence — will  vary  with  most  probably,  of  the  disease  called  phleffma- 
the  varying  distension  of  the  vesseL  When  na  doient;  a  disease  that  is  very  common  in 
the  vessel  is  moderately  fbll,  the  exterior  women  soon  after  childbirth,  although  it  is 
fluid  passes  uninterruptedly  inwards,  and  Is  not  peculiar  to  them,  nor  to  die  female  sex. 
conveyed  away  by  tbt  internal  current.  The  fbot,  leg,  and  thigh,  become  enormously 
When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  vessel  is  kept  cedematoos.  The  essence  of  this  disorder  is 
mndi  distended  by  its  contents,  the  oon-  inflammation  of  the  femoral  vein,  which 
tained  fluid,  or  its  thinner  part,  passes  ooa-  blocks  up  that  vessel  near  flie  groin,  and  re- 
tinually  outwards ;  tod  tbere  is  an  inter-  tarda  or  piedudea  the  return  of  the  venous 
mediate  degree  of  distension,  at  whidi  the  blood  from  the  limb.  One  arm  often  swells 
pressure  is  just  sufllcient  to  prevent  the  in  the  same  way,  and  horn  asimilar  cause,  in 
transit  of  fluid  in  either  direction.  Magendie  women  who  are  afflicted  wiUi  cancer  of  the 
found,  accordingly,  in  a  weU-conductal  and  breast.  In  pregnancy,  the  gravid  uterus 
conclusive  leries  of  experiments,  that  by  sometimes  presses  upon  the  iUac  veins,  and 
regulating  this  conditions  of  oompa^ittive  obstructs  the  current  of  blood  within  them : 
emptiness  or  fttfaiess  of  the  dreulating  ^y8tem,  the  consequence  is,  anasarca  of  the  lower  ex- 
he  could  accelerate,  retard,  or  suspend  alto-  tremities,  which  disappears  as  soon  as  the 
gether,  the  operation  of  a  poison  <fis8oIved  in  pressure  is  removed  by  the  delivery  of  the 
&e  humoun  of  the  body.  In  other  words,  he  woman,  like  flow  of  blood  through  the 
could  thus  accelerate,  retard^  or  prevent,  the  vena  ports  is  frequency  hindered,  by  disease 
process  of  absorption  or  imbibition  through  in  the  liver,  or  by  other  causes ;  and  serous 
the  blood-vessels.  liquid  aoenmulatet  in  the  peritoneum,  oon* 
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stituting  ascites.     A  French  physician^    M.  whetlier  primary  or  secondary,  that 

Tonnelle,  narrates  several  cases  in  which  se-  dropsy  is  especially  associated, 
rosity  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  arach-         As  if  to  furnish  the  experimentum  cmci9 

noid,    in   conjunction    with    obliteration   of  in  respect  to  this  doctrine,  disease  does  some- 

the  venous  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater.     In  times,  with  a  curious  precision,  dam  up  one 

all  these  instances  we  have  retardation  of  the  only  of  the  two  great  venous  trunks,  at  the 

venous  current,  undue  plenitude  of  the  veins,  junction  of  which  the  left  auricle  is  placed  : 

and  dropsy  of  the  part  from  which  they  pro-  and  then  the  dropsy  is  as  curiously  limited 

ceed.     The  natural  exhalation  goes  on,  and  to  that  half  of  the  body  in  which  the  tri- 

the  exhaled  fluid  collects  and  stagnates,  be-  butary  veins   of  the  obstructed  trunk   ori~ 

eause  the  channel  through  which  it  ought  to  ginate.     The  first  example  of  this  which   I 

be  drained  away  is  choaked  up.     The  larger  ever  saw  was  a  most  remarkable  one.     The 

the  vein,  and  the  nearer  we  approach  the  patient  was  dropsical  in  his  upper  half  only. 

heart,  the   more  extensive  is  the  dropsical  His  arms  were  so  hugely  anasarcous  that  he 

accumulation :  and  if  we  could  plant  an  ob-  could  not  bring  his  elbows  near  his  sides ;  his 

stacle  at  the  very  termination  of  the  venous  neck  and  face  were  hideously  bloated  and 

stream,  we  should  dam  up  the*  blood  in  the  exaggerated,  and  his  eyes  prominent    and 

whole  system  of  veins,  and  produce  a  general  staring ;  while  his  lower  limbs  were  of  their 

dropsy.  natural  size,   and    appeared  preposterously 

Such  an  obstacle  Is  frequently  placed  there  small  and  out  of  proportion.     The  poor  man 

by  disease.     The  returning  blood  is  checked  looked  as  if  the  upper  part  of  his  body  had 

at  its  entrance  into  the  heart ;  at  the  con-  been  stuffed,  for  acting  some  ridiculous  part 

iluence  of  all  the  veins  of  the  body,  where  upon  the  stage.     The  cause  of  this  strange 

they  unite  to  empty  themselves  into  the  right  and  distressful  state  was  found  to  be   the 

chambers  of  that  organ  :  and  then  anasarca  of  obliteration  of  the  vena  cava  superior,  close 

the  universal  cellular  tissue  comes  on,  and  to  the  auricle.     Its  sides  had  been  pressed 

water  collects  in  all  or  most  of  the  great  serous  together  by  a  large  aneurism  of  the  aorta ; 

cavities.  and  a  portion  of  the  vein  was  fairly  sealed 

It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose  to  up.     I  have  seen  two  similar  cases  since, 
inquire  how  such  disease  of  the  heart  as  is         Objections  have,  however,  been  takoi  to 

productive  of    dropsy,   arises.     Commonly  the  accuracy  of  the  conclusions  drawn  from 

we  find  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  en-  such  cases  as  I  have  related ;  and  it  is  fit  that 

larged    in    capacity,  the    opening   between  you  should  be  aware  of  them.     Thus  it  is 

them  unnaturally  wide,  and   the  tricuspid  stated  that  veins  have  been  found  obliterated, 

valve  imequal  to  its  office  of  closing  that  and  yet  there  was  no  dropsy.     Now  to  this 

aperture.     Such  a  morbid  state  of  the  right  objection   it  may  be  answered,  in  the  first 

heart  may  be  occasioned  by  any  cause  which  place,  that  it  is  not  every  vein,  the  oblitera- 

impedes  the  flow  of  blood  out  of  its  cavities,  tion  of  which  would  cause  manifest  oedema. 

The  diseased  condition  of  those  cavities  may  It  must  be  the  principal  venous  trunk  of  the 

be  primary ;  but  it  is  oftener  perhaps  conse-  part  concerned.     When  some  of  the  secon- 

cutive  to  other  disease.     It  may  be  produced  dary  and  smaller  veins  alone  become  imper- 

by  disease  of  the  lungs,  preventing  the  right  vious,  the  blood  may  reach,  and  return  by,  the 

ventricle  from  freely  delivering  its  Contents  primary  branches  with  sufficient  readiness  to 

into  the  pulmonary  blood-vessels.     Or  the  reUeve   the  turgid  capillaiies,  and  prevent 

retarding  cause  may  be  still  more  distant,  in  any  serous  accumulation, 
the  left  side  of  the  heart,  keeping  the  pulmo-         But  (it  may  be  said)  the  principal  vein 

nary  blood-vessels  unduly  full,  and  thereby  itself  has  been  found  converted  into  a  soUd 

hindering  indirectly  the  escape  of  the  blood  cord,  and  still  there  was  no  dropsy.  Grantni : 

from  the  right  ventricle.     The  dropsy  may  but  it  does  not  follow  that  there  never  luid 

ultimately  depend,  therefore,  upon  some  bar  to  been  dropsy.     You  know  that  when  a  large 

the  circulation  placed  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  artery  is  tied,  the  circulation  is  carried  on  in 

aorta.     Obstacles  situated  any  where  in  th£  the  corresponding  limb,  by  means  of  coUa- 

circuit  formed  by  the  right  heart,  the  lungs,  teral  arterial  branches :  imperfectly  indeed  at 

and  the  left  heart,  have  Uie  eflect  of  produc-  first ;   but  at  length,  as   the  supplemental 

ing  secondary  changes  in  the  parts  behind  channels  become  more  numerous  and  free, 

tliem.     But  disease,  thus  propagated  in   a  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  Ujnb  is   as  oo- 

direction  retrograde  to  the  course  of  the  blood,  pious  as  ever.     It  is  precisely  the  same,  m«- 

is  propagated  gradually,  and  sometimes  very  tatU  mutandis^  with  the  veins ;   only  that 

slowly.     These  are  points  of  much  interest,  the    anastomosing    venous    tubes    are   not 

vhich  we  shall  investigate  together  by  and  (perhaps)  so  readily  developed  as  the  arterial, 

by.    I  allude  to  them  now,  that  you  may  not  Now  I  am   not  aware  of  any  instance  in 

be  perplexed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  which  it  has  l>een  shewn  that  the  principal 

that  diseases  of  the  heart  often  exist  for  a  vein  was  obliterated,  and  yet  there  neither 

long  while  without  inducing  dropsy.     It  is  was,  nor  had  been,  any  oedema  of  the  limb, 

with  disease  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  The  recorded  cases  luive  been  met  with  in 
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dissecting  rooms,  and  the  previous  history  of  chambers ;    and   that  so  an  occasional  but 

the  subject  has  been  unknown  or  unregistered,  temporary  bellows  sound  may  arise,  from  the 
Mr.  Kieman  has  told  me  that  he  once  exa-*   altered  relation  between  the  cavities  of  the 

mined  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  excited  heart  and  their  outlets.     Certainly  this  view 

much  curiosity  among  the  medical  men  by  of  the  matter  is  strengthened  hy  the  juvantia 

whom  she  had  been  seen  during  life,  on  ac-  and  Icedentia.     If  you  are  tempted,  by  the 

count  of  a  remarkable  and  enormous  dilata-  pain  complained  of  by  your  patient,  or  by 

tion  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  abdomen,  the  violence  with  which  her  heart  is  throbbing. 

She  was  not  dropsical,  and  the  cause  of  the  to  take  away  blood,  you  find  that  she  is  ulti- 

huge  varix  was  sought  for  with  great  interest  mately  made  worse  by  the  depletion  ;  on  the 

after  her  death.     The  inferior  cava  was  obli-  other  hand,  if  you  give  her  steel,  feed  her  well, 

terated.     Here  the  compensating  result  was  keep  her  bowels  free,  and  place  her  every 

obvious  to  the  sight ;  the  new  channels  had  morning  under  a  cold  shower  bath,  you  find 

answered  their  purpose,  and  performed  the  that   she  recovers   her  lost    strength,    that 

functions  of  the  original  channel.     The  his-  colour  returns  to  her  lips  and  cheeks,  that 

tory  of  this  case  was  incomplete:  it  was  not  her  palpitations  cease,  and  her  dropsy  va- 

oscertained  w^hether  the  woman  had  always  nishes.   In  proportion  as  the  muscular  system 

been  free  from  dropsy.  in  general  receives  fresh  tone   and  Wgour, 

I  hold  this  objection  therefore  to  be  invalid,  does  that  particular  muscle  the  heart  also 
until  some  authentic  instance  shall  be  brought  regain  the  degree  of  power  necessary  for 
forward  of  the  obliteration  of  a  large  ve-  the  effectual  discharge  of  its  proper  func- 
nous  trunk,  without  a  corresponding  accu-  tion,  which  is  very  much  that  of  a  forcing 
mulation  of  serous  fluid,  either  at  the  time  pump.  Such  is  the  way  in  which  I  should 
when  the  observation  is  made,  or  at  some  explain  both  the  cause  of  the  dropsy,  and  the 
previous  time  in  the  life  of  that  individual,  cause  of  its  cessation.  In  such  cases  our  pa- 
It  is,  besides,  possible  enough,  that  the  ob-  tients  do  not  simply  recover ;  they  are  cured, 
struction  of  a  large  vein  may  be  effected  I  should  apply  a  similar  explanation  to  some 
gradually,  by  the  slow  encroachment,  for  other  forms  of  dropsy.  Andral  describes  a  cer- 
instance,  of  a  growing  tumour ;  and  the  col-  tain  cachectic  disposition  of  the  body  to  be  a 
lateral  circulation  may  begin  to  be  enlarged  cause  of  dropsy ;  persons  may  be  bled  into  a 
with  the  first  imjiediment  in  the  vein,  and  dropsy,  and  starved  or  weakened  into  a 
may  keep  pace  with  and  counterbalance  that  dropsy.  Tliese  are  genuine  instances  of 
increasing  impediment,  till  the  closure  of  the  dropsy  from  debility,  such  as  the  ancients 
vessel  is  complete;  so  that,  from  first  to  last,  conceived  all  dropsies  to  proceed  from..  It 
there  may  be  no  noticeable  dropsy.  may  be  that  the  thin  and  watery  quality  of 

Again,  it  is  affirmed,  and  truly  aflirmed,  the  blood  induced  by  frequent  bleedings,  by 

that    anasarca  often    occurs,    without   any  insufficient  nourishment,  by  certain  poisons, 

obliteration  of  veins,  and  independent  of  any  or  by  other  causes,  may  facilitate  its  passage 

discoverable  organic  disease  in  the  heart,  or  through  the  coats  of  the  veins.  But  admitting 

anywhere  else.     We  see  this  every  day,  in  this  as  a  concurrent  cause,  I  am  disposed  to 

weak  chlorotic  girls,  with  bloodless  checks,  the  belief  that  all  passive  dropsies  occurring 

and  pale  lips.     Some  of  you  saw  a  case  of  under   the  circumstances  just  adverted   to, 

this  kind  which  was  lately  under  my  care  in  and  without  any  apparent  organic  disease  or 

the  hospital ;  besides  the  anasarca,  the  sys-  change,  are  mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  debility 

tolic  sound  of  the  heart  was  accompanied  by  of  the  heart :  and  viewed  in  this  way,  they 

aloud,  unmistakeable  bellows  sound.  This  girl  are  all  brought  under  the  same  general  prin- 

got  quite  well,  and  left  the  hospital  without  ciple  ;  viz.,  the  retardation  of  the  blood  in 

bellows  sound,  or  any  other  trace  of  disease,  the  vein^. 

There  could  not  then  have  been  an  organic  General  Dropty^  cardiac  or  renal.  —  A 

change :    in   fact  there  was  not.     Yet  was  large  class,  then,  of  passive  dropsies,  depend- 
there,  virtually,  a  retardation  of  the  venous  ^  ing  upon  mechanical  congestion,  and  defective 

circulation:  not  by  any  mechanical  obstacle  absorption  by   the  veins,  are   traceable,  in 

opposed  to  its  course,  but  in  consequence  of  their  origin,  to  the  heart ;  and  we  call  them, 

the  debility  of  that  hollow  muscle,  the  office  accordingly,  cardiac  dropsies.     But  another 

of  which  is  to  propel  onwards,  with  a  certain  class,  perhaps  as  numerous,  are  connected  in 

degree  of  force,  the  blood  that  reaches  it.  a  remarkable  manner  with  certain  diseased 

Girls  of   this    description  have   weak  and  conditions  of  the  kidneys ;  and  these,  for  the 

flabby  voluntary  muscles ;  and  it  is  reasonable  sake  of  distinction,  we  style  rentU  dropsies, 

to  presume  that  the  involuntary  muscle,  the  I   shall  say  a  few  words   res])rcting   them, 

heart,  partakes  of  the  general  debility  of  the  after   I   have   briefly  considered   the    other 

maacidftr  system,  and  becomes  incapable  of  source  of  dropsical  swellings,  adverted  to  in 

fending  the  blood  forwards  with  the  requisite  the  commencement  of  this  lecture  ;  namely, 

energy.     Nay,  I  believe  that  a  heart  thus  excessive     exhalation     of    serous     lit{uid. 

feeble  may  yield  a  little  and  dilate  under  the  Dropsy  so  caused   comes  on  suddenly  and 

reiistiiig  preature  of  the  blood  that  enters  its  tumultuously,  and  is   spoken  of    as   being 
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acute  or  active.    It  borders  closely  upon  in-  pious.     It  is  probable  that  the 
flammation,  and  sometimes  can  scarcely  be  quantity  of  water  thus  expelled  from  tlie 
discrimiDated  from  inflammation  with  serous  tern  in  a  given  time,  cannot  vary  am^i 
effusion.  The  condition  of  the  capillary  circu-  either  direction ,  without  deranging  the  whole 
latioQ  is  supposed  to  be  intermediate  between  economy.     But  we  are  sure  that  the  aiooiiiit 
that  in  which  the  ordinary  amount  of  secre-  furnished  by  any  excreting  surface  nutj  Tmrj 
tion  b  maintained,  and  that  in  which  inflam-  and  oscillate  witiiin  certain  limits  consistezit 
matory  eflusion  takes  place.  The  excessive  in^  with  healthi  provided  that  the  defect  or  excess 
crease  of  secretion  is  analogous  to  what  we  be  compensated  by  an  increase  or  ^imi««ri«i^ 
observe  in  other  parts  and  predicaments  of  the  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  watery  liquid 
body*;   to    the  abundant  perspirations,  for  through  some  other  channel.     Sound  bceltli 
example,  that  are  occasioned  by  violent  exer-  admits  and  requires  this  shifting  and  ooim- 
cise :  to  the  plentiftil  flow  of  tears  caused  by  terpoise  of  work  between  the  organs  desdnod 
any  irritation  of  the  eye,  or  by  the  passion  of  to  remove  aqueous  fluid  from  die   body. 
grief;  to  the  augmented  watery  discharges  This  supplemental  or  compensating  relatioa  is 
from  the  mucous  membrane  of  dte  bowels,  more  conspicuous  in  regard  to  some  parts 
produced  by  purgative  medicines  ;    all  of  than  others.    The  reciprocal  but  inverse  ae- 
which  may  be  independent  of  inflammation,  commodation  of  function  that  subsists  be* 
but  all  of  which  are  attended  with  congestion  tween  the  skin  and  the  kidneys  affords  the 
that  might  readily  be  pushed  into  inflamma-  strongest  and  the  most    familiar  example. 
.  tion.     In  point  of  fact,  if  the  secretions  to  In  the  warm  weather  of  summer,  when  the 
which  I  have  now  referred  were  poured  into  perspiration  is  abundant,  the  urine  is  pro- 
closed  cavities,  instead  of  proceeding  from  portxonally  concentrated  and  scanty.      On 
surfaces  that  are  situated  on  the  exterior  of  the  other  hand,  during  winter,  when   the 
the  body,  or  communicate  readily  with  the  cutaneous  transpiration  is  checked  by  tbe 
exterior,  they  would  cotutituie  dropsies.  operation    of    external    cold,   the  flow   of 
Active  dropsy. — ^Tbephsnomena  of  active  dilute  water  from  the  kidneys  is  strikiBgly 
dropsy  are  of  this  kind :  a  labourer  is  engaged  augmented.    All  this  is  wdl  known  to  be 
in  some  employment,  which,  while  it  requires  compatible  with  the  maintenance  of  the  most 
considerable  bodily  exertion,  and  causes  co-  perfect  health.     But  supposing  the  exhala.. 
pious  perspiration,  neoessarily  exposes  him  tion  from  one  of  these  surfaces  to  be  much 
also  to  the  influence  of  external  cold  and  diminished,  or  to  cease,  without  a  cones- 
moisture  :  he  has  been  digging  (perhaps)  in  ponding  increase  of  function  in  die  related 
a  wet  ditch,  Sn  winter  time,  and  he  pauses  to  organ,  or  in  any  excreting  organ  commani- 
take  his  meal ;   or  he  has  been  unloading  a  eating  with  the  exterior,  then  d^ropsy,  in  some 
waggon,  and  rides  home,  some  miles,  in  a  fonn  or  degree,  is  very  apt  to  arise.    The 
heavy  rain  that  wets  him  to  the  skin ;  or  he  aqueous  liquid  thus  detained  in  the  blood- 
has  been  mowing,  in  the  heat  of  summer,  and  vessels,  seeks  and  at  length  finds  some  unna- 
lies  down  to  sleep  upon  the  damp  grass.  All  tural  and  inward  vent,  and  is  poured  forth 
these  suppositions  are  derived  from  actual  into  the  cellular  tissue,  or  into  the  cavities 
occurrences.    The  perspiration  is  suddenly  bounded  by  the  serous  membranes, 
checked ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours        Dropsy  of  one  part  sometimes  siqpervenes 
he  becomes  universally  anasarcous.     Again,  suddenly  upon  the  rapid  disappearance  of  a 
a  patient  recovering  from  scarlet  fever  ven-  watery  collection  from  another  part.     It  is 
tures  out  into  a  cold  atmosphere,  while  the  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  the  swollen  un- 
process  of  desquamation  is  yet  going  on  ;  wieldy  legs  i|nd  th^hs  of  an  anasarcous  pa- 
and  he  is  attacked  with  dropsy  of  the  cellular  tient  qui<3dy  unload  themselves,"and  resume 
tissue,  and,  it  may  be,  of  some  of  the  larger  their  natural  bulk  and  symmetry.'  His  friends 
cavities  also.     The  urine  at  the  same  time  is  congratulate  him,  and  each  other,  that  his 
observed  to  be  scanty,  troubled,  mixed  with  disease  is  leaving  him  ;f  but  as  his  legs  are 
blood.  emptying,    he  becomes  drowsy,  for^Cfol, 
To  comprehend  this  rapid  change  from  a  comatose,  apoplectic  ;   and  after  his  death 
state  of  health  to  a  state  of  dangerous  disease,  we  find  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  *Hg»<w>i<*»*i 
we  must  again  have  recourse  to  the  findings  with  serous  fluid. 

of  physiology.  ^  Or  the  dropsical   accumulatioii  nay  be 

Besides  Uie  constant  exhalation  that  takes  transferred  from  its  place  through   &  safer 

place  from  the  inner  faces  of  the  shut  serous  channel.     The  best  instance  of  this  ^hn%  oc- 

cavities,  a  large  amount  of  watery  fluid  is  curs  to  my  recollection  I  heard  related  by 

continually  thrown  out  of  the  system,  by  all  Dr.  Farre.     A  gouty  individual  had  bydro- 

those   suifaces  that  communicate  with  the  cele ;  dropsy  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.    After 

air ;  by  the  skin,  the  lungs,  the  bowels,  the  the  disease  had  lasted  for  some  time  ho  got 

kidneys.     Now  it  is  well  ascertained  that  very  drunk  one  evening,  with  rack  pundi, 

when  the  excretion  of  aqueous  fluid  frt>m  which  greatly  disordered  hisalimentary  canal, 

one  such  surface  is  checked,  the  exhalation  and  brought  on  a  kind  of  cholera.     He  had 

from  some  other  surface  becomes  more  co-  profiiae  vomiting  and  imrging,  which  quite 
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.              exhausted  him  t  and  at  length  he  fell  asleep,  readily  drink  up  watery  fluid  wherever  they 

When  he  awoke  in  the  morning  he  found  come  in  contact  with  it.  From  the  discharge 

that  his  hydrocele,  which  had  heen  a  large  of  their  superfluity  of  water  arises  a  dropsy, 

one,    was    gone :    and  it    never   returned,  or  a  flux.    The  cause,  and  the  cure,  of  many 

Such  an  accidental  cure  is  most  instructive.  dropsies,  lie  in  these  propositions. 

If  water  be  injected,  in  some  quantity,  The  application  of  these  principles  to  the 
into  the  blood-vessels  of  a  Uvmg  animal,  the  supposed  case  of  active  dropsy  must  be  ob- 
animal  soon  perishes;  dying  generally  by  vious.  No  doubt,  in  some  such  cases,  actual 
ooma,  or  by  suffocation  :  and  when  the  car-  inflammation  takes  place ;  but  in  many  of 
cass  is.  examined,  the  lungs  are  found  to  be  them  there  is  merely  the  dropsical  efiusion, 
charged  with  serous  liquid,  or  water  is  dis-  without  any  other  trace  or  evidence  of  in- 
covered  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  some  other  flammatory  action.  The  two  fiicts  which  it 
part,  or  in  the  shut  serous  membranes.  If,  chiefly  concerns  us  to  remark  are  these — first, 
however,  the  animal  be  first  bled,  and  then  that  the  aqueous  portion  of  the  h]ood,whidi 
a  quantity  of  water  be  injeeted  equal  to  the  in  health  is  habitually  carried  off  to  a  very 
quantity  of  blood  abstracted,  the  injection  is  considerable  amount  by  the  skin,  is  suddenly 
followed  by  no  serious  consequences.  diverted  from  that  tissue  ;  the  perspiration, 
Facts  like  these  throw,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a  sensible  and  insensible,  is  suppressed':  and 
strong  light  upon  a  confessedly  obscure  part  secondly,  that  the  cellular  tissue,  or  the  large 
of  pathology.  It  appears  that  under  various  serous  bsgs,  or  both,  become  filled  with  se- 
drcumstances  the  blood-vessels  may  receive  rosity. 

a  considerable  and  unwonted  accession  of  It  is  not  by  any  necessity,  however,  that  ' 

watery  fluid;  and  that  they  are  very -prone  the  vicarious  excretion  is  turned  upon  these 

to  get  rid  of  the  redundance.    When  they  serous  surfaces.     In  truth,  the  intercepted 

empty  themselves  through  some  free  surface,  perspiration  more  often  escapes,  or  labours 

their  preternatural  distension  is  relieved  by  to  escape,  from  some   free    surface;    and 

a  flux :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  surfisce  be  then  we  have,   not  a  dropsy,  but  a  flux, 

that  of  a  shut  sac,  in  discharging  their  super-  Diarrhoea,  for  example,  is  more  common, 

fluity  they  cause  a  dropsy.     Why  sometimes  under  the  supposed  circumstances,  than  ana- 

this  organ,  and  sometimes  that,  is  selected  as  sarca  or  ascites :  apparently   because  there 

the  channel  by  which   the   superabundant  is  a  closer  analogy  of  structure,  and  a  more 

water  shall  be  thrown  out  of  the  vessels,  we  direct  consent  or  fl(^;reement  in  fVinction,  and 

can  seldom  tell.     We  often  find  it  difficult  a  stronger  reciprocal  influence  between  the 

to  determine  which  of  the  two  hcta  in  ques-  skin  and  the  mucous  membrsne  of  the  ali- 

tion  is  to  be  considered  the  antecedent,  and  mentary  canal,  than  between  the  skin  and  the 

which  the  eonsequent.     For  not  only  is  it  serous  tissues, 
true  that  when  the  blood-vessels  become 

overloaded  vrith  serous  fluid,  they  readily  BriefaUusionhasbeenmade  to  a  large  class 
deposit  a  part  of  it ;  but  also  that  when  they  of  chronic  dropsies,  connected  with  and  de- 
are  in  the  opposite  condition  of  compa-  pendant  upon  a  peculiar  renal  disease.  This 
rative  emptiness,  when  they  contain  leas  important  species  of  dropsy  wiU  require  a 
blood  than  is  natural,  they  are  equally  detailed  examination  hereafter.  It  is  mora 
ready  to  replenish  themselves  by  absorbing  complex,  and  of  more  obscure  pathology, 
fluida  from  any  source  to  which  they  can  find  perhaps,  than  cardiae  dropsy.  It  certainly 
aooesB.  In  the  case  of  the  man  who  was  has  a  more  direct  relation  also  to  what  I  have 
cured  of  his  hydrocele  upon  the  occurrence  just  been  describing  as  active  dropsy :  of 
of  proftise  watery  discharges  firom  the  stomach  which  it  may  almost  be  regarded  as  the  chronic 
and  boweb,  it  seems  clear  that  the  expend!-  fbrm.  Sometimes  the  kidney  disease,  of 
tnre  of  serous  liquid  from  one  part  led  to  its  which  the  dropsy  is  an  incidental  and  not  an 
absorption  intothe  blood  from  another.  When  essential  symptom,  springs  up  gently,  and 
anasarca  suddenly  leaves  the  extremities,  and  without  obvious  cause.  Sometimes  it  may 
fatal  coma  follows,  it  appears  probable  that  distinctly  be  traced  back  to  its  origin  in  an 
the  absorption  is  Um  first  of  thechanges,  and  attack  of  acute  dropsy ;  in  which  complaint 
the  effusion  the  second :  and  had  this  ef!u-  the  kidney  always  and  manifestly  labours,  its 
sion  been  determined  to  the  mucous  mem-  ftmctions  being  violently  deranged,  and  tba 
brane  of  the  intestines,  to  the  sldn,  or  to  the  urine  being  small  in  quantity,  and  mixed 
kidneys,  it  would  have  brought  rdief  and  with  blood. 

safbty  to  the  patient,  instead  of  causing  his  In  this  chronic   and    renal  dropsy,    the 

death.  watery  accumulation  is  accounted  for  by  the 

We  have  obtained,  then,  a  glimpse  of  one  deficient  excretion   through  the  customary 

or  two  most  important  principles  in  respect  channels.      The  blood-vessels  deposit  that 

to  the  pathokf^  of  dropsy.     Tlie  blood-  excretion  in  a  wrong  place.    The  urine,  in 

vessels,  when  pretematurally  fiill  of  aqueous  the  outset  of  the  dropsy  at  least,  is  scanty, 

fluid,  have  a  strong  tendency  to  empty  them-  The  skin  is  almost  slwaya  dry,  harsh,  and 

salvea;    when  pretematurally  empty,   they  unperspiring.    Tlie  anasarca  ususUyincrsneB 
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or  decreaaes,  as  tbe  quantity  of  urine  dimi-  operation,  the  other  generaL     The  wiii«  at 

nishes  or  augments.     Remarkable  alterations  the  lower  extremities   are   apt,  when     the 

take  place  also  in  the  qualities  and  composition  patient  is  erect,  to  be  more  turgid  than  other 

of  the  urine  itself :  it  has  a  very  low  specific  veins  }  for  unless  the  action  of  their  ▼alves 

gravity,  contains  albumen,  and  is  deficient  in  be  quite  perfect,  those  vessels  suBtaxn    tbe 

urea.     The  blood  degenerates  too ;  and  other  weight  of  a  large  superincumbent  oolnmn  of 

organs  of  the  body,  and  especially  the  heart,  blood,  which  concurs  with  other  causes   to 

are  apt  to  fall  into  disease.     The  suppression  retard  the  upward  current,  and  to  keep  the 

of  perspiration,  and  the  appearance  in  the  depending  capillaries  unduly  fiiU.      Under 

urine  of  blood  or  serum,  unchanged  by  the  such  circumstances  the  effusion,  or  thearreet 

secerning  power  of  the  kidney,  form  striking  of  absorption,  may  take  plaet  aioiiad  tlae 

links  of  connexion  between  acute  and  renal  insteps  earlier  than  in  any  other  part.     But 

dropsy.  in  general  it  is  not  so.     In  most  cases,  the 

truer  and  simpler  reason  of  the  earlier  noani- 

In  the  sketch  that  I  have  been  endeavour-  festation   of  dropsical  swelling    about    the 

ing  to  give  you  of  the  patholpgy  of  dropsy,  I  ankles,  is  merely  that  the  serous  liquid  which 

have  taken  extreme  cases  to  elucidate   the  fails  to  be  removed  from  the  cellular  tissue 

two  varieties  of  that  disease  which  have  been  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  gravitates  towards 

respectively  denominated  active  and  passive,  the  lotpest  part ;   and  being  thus  collected 

Let  me  once  more  present  to  you,  in  a  summary  into  a  comparatively  small  space,  is  rendered 

view,  the  points  of  resemblance,    and  the  more  perceptible.     During  the  night,  when 

*  points  of  distinction  between  them.         ,  the  horizontal  posture    is   maintained   for 

They  resemble  each  other  in  the  result  ;  several  hours,  the  oedema  of  the  ankles  dis-^ 

namely,  in  the  collection  of  serous  liquid  in  appears,  but  the  neck  and  face,  periiaps, 

the  circumscribed  cavities  and  vacuities  of  the  become  bloated  and  puffy.     And  it  is  obvi- 

body.     They  differ  in  the  rate  at  which  the  ous  why,  in  these  cases,  the  feet,  towards 

collection  augments.  evening,  swell  more  than  the  hands.    The 

Inthe  well-marked  acute  dropsies  the  liquid  hands  receive  the  serous  fluid  from  the  oel- 

is  rapidly  effused,  in  quantity  much  beyond  lular  tissue  of  the  arms  alone ;  the  feet,  that 

the  natural  amount  of  exhalation.     In  the  which  sinks  down,  not  only  from  U»e  lees  and 

well-marked  passive  dropsies  the  exhalation  thighs,  but  from  the  head  and  trunk  also, 

goes  on  as  usual,  but  the  fluid  exhaled  is  not  The  Ihnbs  may   be  looked  upon  as  bags, 

taken  back  again  into  the  circulating  vessels  which  fill  up  in  proportion  to  die  quantity  of 

with  sufficient  facility.     In  the  one  case  the  liquid  detained.   And  the  lungs  aze  similarly 

circulation    is    disturbed   and  tumultuous ;  bags  :  and  in  these  cases  we  commonly  may 

in  the  other,  it  remains  tranquil.     It  is  pro-  hear  the  crepitation  of  pulmonary  oednna  in 

bable  that  in  the   more  acute  forms,   the  their  lowermost  portions, 
■erum  transudes  through  tbe  coats  of  the        I  mentioned  an  instance  in  whidi  one-half 

arteries,  or  of  the  capillary  vessels  next  ad-  only  of  the  body  was  anasarcous,  and  that 

jaoent  to  the  arteries.      In  the  completely  the  upper  half.  The  descent  of  the  dropsical 

chronic  and  cardiac  forms,  there  is  a  defect  fluid  was  prevented  by  the  dress  of  the 

of  absorption  by  the  veins.     Active  dropsies  patient ;  the  waistband  of  his  trowsera  having 

are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  belonging  to  the  compressed  the  cellular  tissue  through  which 

left  side  of  the  heart ;  passive  dropsies  to  the  alone  the  gravitating  liquid  could  seek  a 

right.  passage.     So,  sometimes,  it  is  stopped  at  a 

But  there  are  intermediate  degrees,   in  lower  point  of  its  descent  by  tight  garters, 

which  the  ftill  veins  are  not  only  unable  to  and  the  thighs  swell  earlier  than  the  insteps, 

admit  any  addition  of  aqueous  liquid,  but  It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  see  persons 

also  to  retain  thai  which  they  already  hold ;  who,  in   the  daytime  at  least,  and  in  the 

and  serosity  gradually  exudes  through  their  erect  posture,  are  anasarcous  in  the  lower 

parietes.  half  only  of  the  body.    We  do  not  so  often 

What  connects  all  these  forms  of  dropsy  is  meet  with  anasarca  of  one  moiety  of  the 

a  pi^tematural  fulness  in  some  part,  or  the  body,  the  division  being  made  by  an  ima- 

wbole,  of  the  hydraulic  machine.     And  this  ginary  plane  drawn  through  its  axis.     Yet 

seems  to  be  the  grand  key  to  the  entire  pa-  this  does  occa^onally  happen.     This  curious 

thology,  as  weU  as  to  the  remedial  manage-  phenomenon  is  usually  the  result  of  a  mere 

ment  of  the  disease.  accident,  the  anasarcous  patient  being  unable 

to  leave  his  bed,  or  to  lie  at  all  except  on 

I  scarcely  need  point  out  to  you  the  fact,  one  side ;  and  then  the  accumulating  liquid 

that  the  water  of  dropsy  is  liable  to  change  gravitates  to  that  side.     I  have,  however, 

its  place,  in  obedience  to  the  force  of  gravity,  seen  one  case  to  which   this   explanation 

In  general  anasarca,  when  the  serous  accu-  would  not  apply.     I  believe  that  some  local 

mulation  slowly  augments,  it  first  becomes  obstruction  to  a  large  vein  in  the  neighbour- 

*  visible  about  the  feet  and  ankles.   There  are  hood  of  the  shoulder  caused  oedema  there, 
two  causes  for  this ;  the  one  occasional  in  its  and  the  fluid  sunk  down  and  filled  the  oettnlar 
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tUsttC  of  that  side  alone.     Ajb  the  man  re-  upon  tiie  employment  of   bloodlettfaig  in 

covered,  I  had  no  means  of  Terifying  the  truth  dropsy.     And  this  brings  me  to  a  very  few 

of  this  conjecture.  few  final  remarks  concerning  the  principles 

Geierii  paribus  those  parts  of  the  body  upon  which  dropsies  are  to  be  treated, 
become  the  most  loaded  with  serous  fluids  Treatment  of  Dropsiee, — Of  course  the 
and  shew  the  anasarca  the  plainest,  of  which  first  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  preternatural 
the  cellular  tissue  is  plentiful  and  loose ;  as  accumulation  of  watery  fluid :  and  tiie  second 
the  eyelids,  and  the  scrotum.  But  in  ex-  object  is  to  prevent  its  collecting  again ; 
treme  cases  the  liquid  pervades  the  cellular  in  oth^r  words,  to  remedy  the  diseased  oon- 
tissne,  where  it  is  much  more  dense  and  ditions  which  gave  rise  to  the  dropsy.  In- 
compact :  as  where,  for  example,  it  is  sub-  deed,  if  we  can  accomplish  this  second  object 
jacent  to  mucous  membranes.  In  the  ex-  without  delay,  the  dropsy  will  generally 
amination  of  a  dropsical  corpse,  the  mucous  disappear  of  its  own  accord.  In  what  has 
coat  of  the  intestines  may  sometimes  be  seen  been  called  active  or  febrile  anasarca,  general 
to  be  elevated  by  the  water  collected  beneath  lloodletting  is  advantageous  in  several  ways. 
it.  It  then  looks  like  jelly,  and  the  valvuite  It  helps  to  relieve  the  congestion,  akin  to 
eonnhentes,  which  are  flat  And  thin  in  their  inflammation,  upon  which  the  effusion  de- 
ordinary  state,  become  round  and  convex,  pends :  it  tends  to  abate  the  undue  action  of 
Dropsy  of  the  submucous  tissue  of  the  air-  the  heart :  and  by  emptying  the  blood- 
passages  is  frequently  a  cause  of  death.  vessels,  it  facilitates  the  reabsorption  of  the 

Many  persons  seem  disposed  to  ascribe  effused  liquid,  and  its  ultimate  ejection  from 

these  anasaroous  swellings,  especiallj  when  the  system. 

they   make  their  appearance   suddenly,  to  But  although  bloodletting  is  the  most 

inflammation ;  and  much  is  said  about  the  direct  and  certain  way  of  unburdening  the 

freqaeacj  of  ii^iammatory  dropey.     But  the  loaded  veins,   and  therefore,  in   many  in- 

focts  we  have  just  been  considering  suffi*  stances,  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the 

ciently  refute  this  theory.     If  the  serous  dropsy,  it  is  by  no  means  ads^fited  to  aU, 

liquid  be  the  product  of  inflammation,  what  nor  even  to  many  forms  of  the  malady.     It 

is  the  part  inflamed  ?     It  cannot  be,  as  some  will  always  indeed  remove  a  portion  of  the 

appear  to  think,  the  distended  cellular  tissue  aqueous  ingredient  of  the  blood,  but  it  ex- 

itself ;  for  if  so,  the  inflammation  must  shift  pends  at  the  same  time  its  fibrin  and  its  red 

its  quarten  under  the  influence  of  gravity,  particles.     It  impoverishes  the  circulating 

The  term  inflammatory  dropsy  may  not  per-  fluid,  and  so  enfeebles  the  patient  more  than 

haps  be  indefensible  when  applied  to  that  the  indirect  measures,  to  be  mentioned  pre- 

clasB  of  dropsical  affections  tiiat  have  been  sently,  for  evacuating  the  collected  liquid, 

spoken  of  under  the  head  of  active  diropsy.  Perhaps,  by  rendering  the  blood  more  watery, 

I  am  far  from  denying  the  frequent  agency  vensesection  may  indirectly  favour  the  tran- 

of  inflammation  in  producing  changes  which,  sudation  of  its  serum  outwards  whenever  the 

in  their  turn,  lead  to  dropsy,  but  we  shall  do  venous  current  happens  to  be  retarded.     It 

well  not  to  confound  those  collections  of  certainly  weakens  the  central  organ  of  the 

semm  mixed  with  blood  or  with  coagulable  circulation ;  and  to  muscular  debility  of  the 

lymph,  which  are  distinctly  events  or  p:-o-  heart  we  have  already  seen  that    certain 

ducts  of  inflammation,  with  other  collections  forms  of  general  dropsy  may  owe  their  origin : 

of  serum  which  resemble  the  former  in  that  and  thus  it  is  that  ill-timed  or  excessive 

respect  only,  but  differ  entirely  from  them  bleeding  may  be  the  cause  of  dropsy.     In 

in  every  other  particular.     To  the  class  these  forms  of  anasarca,  instead  of  robbing 

denominated  active,  which  occur  suddenly,  the  veins  of  their  blood,  we  seek  to  repair 

from  defect  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  usual  the  quality  and  richness  of  that  fluid,  and  so 

channels  of  aqueous  excretion,  and  which  to  restore  the  deficient  tone  and  vigour  of 

are  usually  attended  with  much  disturbance  all  the  muscles,  and  of  the  heart  among  the 

of  the  whole  system ,  the  epiihet/ebrile  would  rest. 

not  be  inappropriate.  There  may  be  some  In  many  cases  then  it  is  inexpedient  to 
few  cases  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  deter-  let  blood ;  and  we  endeavour  to  empty  the 
mine  whether  the  effusion  be  inflammatoir  vessels  indirectly,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
in  its  origin  or  not.  If  the  serum  be  turbid,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  more  watery 
if  we  can  discover  in  it  the  smallest  admixture  parts  only  of  their  contents.  In  other  words, 
of  pus,  or  of  flakes  of  lymph,  or  if  the  dis-  it  becomes  our  object  to  augment  the  dis- 
ease has  been  marked  by  the  ordinary  signs  charge  of  watery  fluid  from  one  or  more  of 
of  internal  inflammation,  we  need  not  hesi-  the  secreting  surfaces  of  the  body :  but  it 
tate  in  our  opinion.  One  of  the  latest  must  not  be  the  inner  surface  of  a  shut  sac. 
lystematic  writera  on  .dropsy  in  this  country  I  noticed  before  the  close  analogy  that 
holds  that  all  dropsies  are  more  or  less  in-  obtains  between  dropsies  and  fluxes.  Dropsy 
flammatory.  We  can  see  one  reason  for  this  is  a  flux  into  a  closed  cavity.  Fluxes  would 
mistake  ^for  a  mistake  it  surely  is)  in  the  be  dropsies  if  the  fluid  poured  forth  did  not 
relief  and  amendment  which  often  ensue  escape.     And  you  are  to  obierva  that  we 
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Besides,  it  is  our  business  to  core  when  tiniiiDg  the  same ;  or  else  Uie  exhalation  Kaa 

we  can ;  but  whether  we  can  cure  or  not,  to  been  increased  while  the  absorption  was  either 

relieve  and  palliate  human  suffering ;    and  lessened  or  not  proportionally  increased  at 

this,  under  IVovidenoe,  we  are  able  to  do,  in  the  same  time. 

many  or  most  cases  of  dropsy,  to  a  yery  con-        The  last  is  a  mixed  case ;  and  we  need  only 

siderable  extent.  consider  the  two  first. 

Wherever  there  is  a  shut  sac,  or  wherever        Now  the  balance  between  exhalation  and 

there  is  loose  and  permeable  cellular  tissue,  absorption  is  often  deranged,  and  dropaiea  do 

there  we  may  have  dropsy.  actually  arise,  in  each  and  all  of  these  wmys. 

Thus  there  may  be  dropsy  of  the  ventricles        It  will  best  suit  my  purpose  to  speak  first 

of  the  brain,  or  of  the  meshes  of  the  pia  of  those  dropsies  which  are  occasioned    by 

mater,  leading  to  death  by  coma :    of  the  defective  absorption,  and  whicli  are  usually 

pleurae,  of  the  cellular  texture  of  the  lungs,  called  chronic  or  passive  dropsies.  • 
or  of  the  submucous  cellular  tissue  of  the        The  direct  agency  of  the  blood-vessels  in  the 

glottis,  any  of  which  may  cause  death  by  production,  as  well  as  in  the  removal^    of 

igmaa ;  of  the  pericardium,  producing  death  dropsy,  although  indicated  by  many  common 

hj  tyncope,     I  mention  these  instances  in  and  obvious  facts,  has  not  been  generally 

particular,  to  shew  that  almost  every  mode  of  recognized  till  a  comparatively  recent  period, 

dying  may  result  from   dropsical  effusion ;  Perhaps  I  should  rather  say  that  more  impor- 

and  to  win  your  attention  to  a  disorder  so  tanoe  used  to  be  assigned,  in  these  respects, 

full  of  peril.  to  the  agency  of  the  lymphatic  absorbents. 

When  the  cerebral  ventricles  are  distended  than  they  are  really  entitled  to.     You  will 

with  water,  we  express  the  diseased  con-  find  that  pathologists,  even  in  modem  times, 

dition  by  the  term  hydrocephalut.    When  speak  of  a  want  of  tone,  of  deficient  energy, 

serous  liquid  collects  in  the  pleurae,  or  in  the  in  the  absorbents,  as  a  cause  of  dropsical 

pericardium,   we  say  that  the  patient  has  accumulations ;  the  superfluous  fluid  of  the 

hydroihoraXf  or  hydropericardmm.     If  the  part  is  not  adequately  taken  up  (they  say) 

cavity  of  ihe  peritoneum  be  the  seat  of  the  by  the  enfeebled  absorbents,  meaning  the 

effusion,  we  call  the  complaint  agcitet.  When  absorbents  strictly  and  anatomically  so  odled. 

the  cellular  tissue  of  a  pait  becomes  infil-  And  this   view  of  the    matter,  connecting 

tered  with  serous  fluid,  the  part  is  said  to  be  dropsy  always  with  debility  as  its  cause,  has 

adematout ;  and  anasarca  is  the  name  given  led  to  a  corresponding  plan  of  treatment : 

to  the  more  or  less  general  accumulation  of  the  object  aimed  at  bong  the  stimulation  of 

serum  into  the  celluliu'  tissue  throughout  the  the  absorbents  to  more  energetic  action, 
body,  and  especially  to  visible  subcutaneous        But  to  the  doctrine  that  dropsy  is  a  con- 

eedona  of  considerable  extent.     Finally,  the  sequence  of  the  deficient  action  of  the  absor- 

Cerm  general  dropsy  signifies  the  combination  bents,  this  obvious  difficulty  presents  itself, — 

of  anasarca  with  dropsy  of  one  or  more  uf  that'absorption  really  goes  on,  and  goes  on  very 

the  laige  serous  cavities.  actively,  in  dropsical  patients :  their  adipous 

Other  local  dropsies  indeed  there  are,  but,  matter  disappears,  they  become  wretchedly 

as  they  belong  entirely  to  surgery,  I  need  not  thin.   There  is  no  complaint  in  which  wasting 

enumerate  them.  and  emaciation  go  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 

General  pathology  qf  dropsies,  —  Now  dropsy.     You  will  find  also  that  persons 

what  reasonable  account  can  be  given  of  labouring  under  anasarca  are  readily  enouf^ 

these  remarkable  conditions  ?     How  is   it  affected  by  mercury ;  which  must  of  ooniae 

that  the  hoUows  and  interstices  of  the  living  be  absorbed  before  it  can  produce  any  of  H^ 

body,  or  of  parts  of  the  body,  became  thus  specific  effects, 
water-logged  ?  It  must  be  confessed  that  our  knowledge 

To  solve  this  question,  we  must  carry  in  respecting  the  mechanism  of  absorption  is 

our  minds  some  physiological  recollections.  neither  complete  nor  certain ;  but  there  is 

The  closed  cavities  or  cells  within  which  good  reason  for  supposing  that  the  process  is 

the  fluid  of  dropsy  is  confined,  are  kept  moist,  shared  among  the  lacteds,  the  lymphatics, 

during  life  and  health,  by  a  continual  serous'  and  the  veins ;  and  it  is  probably  distributed 

secretion  from  their  surfaces ;  and  they  are  between  these  sets  of  vessels  somewhat  ia. 

kept  merely  moist,  for  the  fluid  thus  oon-  this  manner ; — ^that  the  lacteaU  absorb  tilxe 

fltantly  secreted  is  as  constantly  reabsorbed  chyle  from  the  surface  of  the  alimentary 

into  the  circulation.  canal,  and  omvey  into  the  blood  Uie  materials 

When  these  cells  or  cavities,  without  hav-  of  its  renovation  ;    that  the  office  of  the 

ing  undeigone  inflammation,  become  filled  lymphatics  is  to  take  up  and  carry  into  the 

and  distended  with  the  serous  fluid  which  blood  those  old  and  effete  portions  of  the 

they  habitually  secrete,  one  of  three  things  soUd  constituents  of  the  body,  which  require 

must  have  happened.     Either  the  quantity  to  be  removed  to  make  wav  for  a  fresh  de- 

of  fluid  exhaled  has  been  augmented,  the  ab-  posit ;  while   the  veins  imbibe  the  soous 

sorption  remaining  the  same;  or,  the  absorp-  fluid  exhaled  firom  the  surfaces  of  serous 

tion  hasbeen  diminished,  the  exhalation  oon-  membranes,  and  into  the  meshes  of  the  cd- 
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lular  timie,  a»  well  as  pouonB  and  other  sub-  Bearing  these  physiological  trntfas>iir  re- 

stances  that  are  soluble  and  dissolved  in  that  membrance,  we  shedl  have  no  difficulty  in 

fluid.  shewing  that  the  chronic  forms  of  dropsy  are 

If  this  be  so,  the  difficulty  jost  now  men-  attributable  partly,  and  chiefly,  and  in  many 
tioned  vanishes.  Of  the  two  sets  of  absorb-  instances  entirely,  to  undue  plenitude  of  the 
ing  vessels,  the  lymphatics  and  the  veins,  one  veins ;  and  that  this  venous  repletion  is  pro- 
set  may  continue  to  perform  its  functions,  duced,  almost  always,  by  some  impediment 
while  tiie  other  fails  to  do  so.  This  theory  to  the  free  return  ot  the  blood  towards  the 
is  quite  consistent  with  tbe  actual  phenomena  heart. 

of  dropsical  disease ;  and  whether  it  be  alto*  Pattnt  dropiy  from  verunu  obsirueHon, 

gether  true  or  not,  a  part  of  it  is  certainly  — ^When  the  cellular  tissue  of  a  limited  part 

true ;   that,  namely,  v^ch  assigns  to  the  of  the  body  becomes  filled  and  distended  by 

veins  a  larye  share  in  the  whole  process  of  serous  liquid,  we  call  the  swelling  eedema : 

absorption.    The  experiments  of  Magendie  but  this  is  exactly  the  same,  in  its  nature,  as 

and  of  others  are  quite  conclusive  upon  that  anasarca.     Now  oedema  is  often  the  eouse- 

point.  quence  of  some  mechanical  obstruction  to 

It  has  also  been  ftilly  established,  that  the  venous  circulation.    We   can   produce 

Ihiids  may  and  do  pass  into  or  out  of  the  it  whenever  we  will.    Our  countryman  Dr. 

veins,  in  the  living  body,  not  by  any  vital  Lower,  170  years  ago,  tied  the  jugular  vein 

process,  but  by  mere  physical  imbibition  and  of  a  living  dog.    When  a  few  hours  had 

transudation,  through  the  coats  of  those  ves-  elapsed,  he  observed  that  all  the  parts  beyond 

sels ;  that  when  the  veins  are  distended  to  a  the  ligature,  reckoning  from  the  heart,  were 

certain  degree  with  watery  fluid,  the  entrance  much  swollen  :  and  upon  dissecting  the  ani- 

of  more  of  the  same  fluid,  through  their  sides,  mel  after  death  he  found  that  the  cellular 

is  impeded  or  prevented ;   that,  when  the  tissue  of  the  head  and  face  was  filled,  not 

distension  is  stiU  greater,  the  aqueous  part  of  with  red  blood,  as  he  had  expected  it  might 

the  blood  may  even  pass  in  the  other  direction  be,  but  with  dear  and  limpid  serum.     On 

out  of  the  vessel ;   and  that,  on  the  other  another  occasion  he  placed  a  ligature  upon 

hand,    when   the  veins  are    comparatively  the  vena  cava,  just  above  the  diaphragm : 

empty,  the  surrounding  serous  fluid  passes  death  soon  ensued,  and  a  large  quantity  of 

readily  into  them,  or,  in  common  language,  water  was  discovered  in  the  cavity  of  the 

is  absorbed.    Tlie  venous  absorption  is  ex-  peritoneum. 

plicable   therefore  upon    the  principles  of  Precisely  similar  phenomena  succeed  the 

endosmoie  and  orovmoae,  as  laid  down  by  compression  or  obliteration  of  a*  large  vein 

Dutrochet ;  or  I  would  rather  say,  accord-  in  various  parts  of  the  body.     In  operating 

Ing  to  the  more  general  and  more  simple  laws  for  popliteal  aneurism,   Mr.   Travers  was 

of  heterogeneout  atiraefionf  as  explained  by  obliged  to  tie  the  femoral  vein :  the  cellular 

Professor  Daniell.  tissue  of  the  limb  was  speedily  infiltered 

Imbibition,  being  a  form  of  that  attraction,  with  serous  fluid.  Long-abiding  oedema  of 
belongs  in  various  degrees  to  all  the  tissues  one  foot  and  ankle  has  been  cur^  at  once  by 
of  the  body.  Its  rapidity — and  even  its  the  reduction  of  a  cniral  hernia,  whieh  had 
direction  in  respect  to  the  elastic  coats  of  a  been  pressing  for  the  same  length  of  time 
vessel  surrounded  by  fluid,  and  also  carrying  upon  the  femoral  vessels.  You  have  heard, 
fluid  of  a  certain  consistence — will  vary  with  most  probably,  of  the  disease  called  phlegma- 
the  varying  distension  of  the  vesseL  When  Ha  doieiu ;  a  disease  that  is  very  common  in 
the  vend  is  moderatdy  full,  the  exterior  women  soon  after  diiidbirtb.  dthough  it  is 
fluid  passes  uninterruptedly  inwards,  and  is  not  peculiar  to  them,  nor  to  the  female  sex. 
eottveyed  sway  by  the  internal  current.  The  fbot,  leg,  and  thigh,  become  enormously 
When,  OB  the  other  hand,  the  veasd  is  kept  oedematoiis.  The  essence  of  this  disorder  is 
much  distended  by  its  contents,  the  con-  inflammation  of  the  femord  vein,  which 
tained  fluid,  or  its  thinner  part,  passes  con-  blocks  up  that  vessd  near  the  groin,  and  re- 
tinually  outwards ;  and  there  is  an  inter-  tarda  or  precludes  the  return  of  the  venous 
mediate  degree  of  distension,  at  which  tiie  blood  from  the  limb.  One  arm  often  swells 
pressure  is  just  suffident  to  prevent  the  in  the  same  way,  and  from  asimilar  cause,  in 
transit  of  fluid  in  dther  direction.  Magendie  women  who  are  afiBcted  with  cancer  of  the 
found,  accordingly,  in  a  well-conducted  and  breast.  In  pregnancy,  the  gravid  uterus 
conclusive  series  of  experiments,  that  by  sometimes  presses  upon  the  ilisc  veins,  and 
regulating  thb  conditions  of  compa«ittive  obstructs  the  current  of  blood  within  them : 
emptiness  or  fblness  of  the  drculating  ^ystem,  the  consequence  is,  anasarca  of  the  lower  ex- 
he  coidd  accelerate,  retard,  or  suspend  alto-  tremities,  which  disappears  as  soon  as  the 
getiier,  the  operation  of  a  poison  dissolved  in  pressure  is  removed  by  the  delivery  of  the 
die  humours  of  the  body.  In  other  words,  he  woman.  Tlie  flow  of  blood  throogb  the 
could  thus  acoderate,  retard,  or  prevent,  the  vena  portc  is  frequently  hindered,  by  disease 
process  of  sbsorption  or  imbibition  through  in  the  liver,  or  by  other  causes  ;  and  serous 
tiw  blood-vessels.  liquid  accumulates-  in  the  peritoneam,  oon- 
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stituting  ascites.     A  French  physician,   M.  wheUier  primary  or  secondary,  that 

TonncUe,  narrates  several  cases  in  which  se-  dropsy  is  especially  associated, 
rosity  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  arach-         As  if  to  furnish  the  ejcpcrimentum  cruets 

noid,    in   conjunction    with    obliteration   of  in  respect  to  this  doctrine,  disease  does  some^ 

the  venons  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater.     In  times,  with  a  curious  precision,  dam  up  one 

all  these  instances  we  have  retardation  of  the  only  of  the  two  greM  venous  trunks,  at  the 

venous  current,  undue  plenitude  of  the  veins,  junction  of  which  the  left  auricle  is  placed  : 

and  dropsy  of  the  part  from  which  they  pro-  and  then  the  dropsy  is  as  curiously  limited 

ceed.     The  natural  exhalation  goes  on,  and  to  that  half  of  the  body  in  which  the  tri- 

the  exhaled  fluid  collects  and  stagnates,  be-  butary  veins   of  the  obstructed  trunk  ori- 

eause  the  channel  through  which  it  ought  to  ginate.     The  tirst  example  of  this  which    I 

be  drained  away  is  choaked  up.     The  larger  ever  saw  was  a  most  remarkable  one.     The 

the  vein,  and  the  nearer  we  approach  the  patient  was  dropsical  in  his  upper  half  only, 

heart,  the   more  extensive  is  the  dropsical  His  arms  were  so  hugely  anasarcous  that  be 

accumulation  :  and  if  we  could  plant  an  ob-  could  not  bring  his  elbows  near  his  sidea ;  his 

stacle  at  the  very  termination  of  the  venous  neck  and  face  were  hideously  bloated  and 

stream,  we  should  dam  up  th&  blood  in  the  exaggerated,  and  his  eyes  prominent    and 

whole  system  of  veins,  and  produce  a  general  staring ;  while  his  lower  limbs  were  of  their 

dropsy.  natural   size,   and    appeared  preposterously 

Such  an  obstacle  is  frequently  placed  there  small  and  out  of  proportion.     The  poor  man 

by  disease.     The  returning  blood  is  checked  looked  as  if  the  upper  part  of  his  body  had 

at  its  entrance  into  the  heart ;  at  the  con-  been  stuffed,  for  acting  some  ridiculous  part 

fluence  of  all  the  veins  of  the  body,  where  upon  the  stage.     The  cause  of  this  strange 

they  unite  to  empty  themselves  into  the  right  and  distressful  state  was   found  to  be   the 

chambers  of  that  organ  :  and  then  anasarca  of  obliteration  of  the  vena  cava  superior,  dose 

the  universal  cellidar  tissue  comes  on,  and  to  the  auricle.     Its  sides  had  been  pressed 

water  collects  in  all  or  most  of  the  great  serous  together  by  a  large  aneurism  of  the  aorta  ; 

cavities.  and  a  portion  of  the  vein  was  fairly  sealed 

It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose  to  up. .  I  have  seen  two  similar  cases  since, 
inquire  how  such  disease  of  the  heart  as  is  Objections  have,  however,  been  taken  to 
productive  of  dropsy,  arises.  Commonly  the  accuracy  of  the  conclusions  drawn  from 
we  find  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  en-  such  cases  as  I  have  related ;  and  it  is  fit  that 
larged  in  capacity,  the  opening  between  you  should  be  aware  of  them.  Thus  it  is 
them  unnaturally  wide,  and  the  tricuspid  stated  that  veins  have  been  found  obliterated, 
valve  unequal  to  its  office  of  closing  that  and  yet  there  was  no  dropsy.  Now  to  this 
aperture.  Such  a  morbid  state  of  the  right  objection  it  may  be  answered,  in  the  first 
heart  may  be  occasioned  by  any  cause  which  place,  that  it  is  not  every  vein,  the  ohlitera- 
impedes  the  flow  of  blood  out  of  its  cavities,  tion  of  which  would  cause  manifest  oedema. 
The  diseased  condition  of  those  cavities  may  It  must  be  the  principal  venous  trunk  of  the 
be  primary ;  but  it  is  oftener  perhaps  conse-  part  concerned.  When  some  of  the  secon- 
cutive  to  other  disease.  It  may  be  produced  dary  and  smaller  veins  alone  become  imper- 
by  disease  of  the  lungs,  preventing  the  right  vious,  the  blood  may  reach,  and  return  by,  the 
ventricle  from  freely  delivering  its  (Contents  primary  branches  with  sufficient  readiness  to 
into  the  pulmonary  blood-vessels.  Or  the  relieve  the  turgid  capillaries,  and  prevent 
retarding  cause  may  be  still  more  distant,  in  any  serous  accumulation, 
the  left  side  of  the  heart,  keeping  the  pulmo-  But  (it  may  be  said)  the  principal  vein 
nary  blood-vessels  unduly  full,  and  thereby  itself  has  been  found  converted  into  a  solid 
hindering  indirectly  the  escape  of  the  blood  cord,  and  still  there  was  no  dropsy.  Granted : 
from  the  right  ventricle.  The  dropsy  may  but  it  does  not  follow  that  there  never  had 
ultimatelydepend,therefore,uponsomebarto  been  dropsy.  You  know  that  when  a  large 
the  circulation  placed  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  artery  is  tied,  the  circulation  is  carried  on  in 
aorta.  Obstacles  situated  any  where  in  th^  the  corresponding  limb,  by  means  of  colla- 
circuit  formed  by  the  right  heart,  the  lungs,  teral  arterial  branches  :  imperfectly  indeed  at 
and  the  left  heart,  have  the  effect  of  produc-  first ;  but  at  length,  as  the  supplemental 
ing  secondary  changes  in  the  parts  behind  channels  become  more  numerous  and  free, 
them.  But  disease,  thus  propagated  in  a  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  Ii|nb  is  as  co- 
direction  retrograde  to  the  course  of  the  blood,  pious  as  ever.  It  is  precisely  the  same,  mn- 
is  propagated  gradually,  and  sometimes  very  tatis  mutandis ^  with  the  veins ;  only  that 
slowly.  These  are  points  of  much  interest,  the  anastomosing  venous  tubes  are  not 
which  we  shall  investigate  together  by  and  (perhaps)  so  readily  developed  as  the  arterial, 
by.  I  allude  to  them  now,  that  you  may  not  Now  I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance  in 
be  perplexed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  which  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  principal 
that  diseases  of  the  heart  often  exist  for  a  vein  was  obliterated,  and  yet  there  neither 
long  while  without  inducing  dropsy.  It  is  was,  nor  had  been,  any  oedema  of  the  limb, 
with  disease  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  The  recorded  cases  have  been  met  with  in 
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dissecting  rooms,  and  the  previous  history  of  chambers ;    and  that  so  an  occasional   but 

the  subject  has  been  unknown  or  unregistered,  temporary  bellows  sound  may  arise,  from  the 

Mr,  Kieman  has  told  me  that  he  once  exa-'  altered  relation  between  the  cavities  of  the 

mined  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  excited  heart  and  their  outlets.     Certainly  this  view 

much  curiosity  among  the  medical  men  by  of  the  matter  is  strengthened  hy  the  juvantia 

whom  she  had  been  seen  during  life,  on  ac-  and  Icedentia.     If  you  are  tempted,  by  the 

count  of  a  remarkable  and  enormous  dilata-  pain  complained  of  by  your  patient,  or  by 

tion  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  abdomen,  the  violence  with  which  her  heart  is  throbbing. 

She  was  not  dropsical,  and  the  cause  of  the  to  take  away  blood,  you  find  that  she  is  ulti- 

huge  varix  was  sought  for  with  great  interest  mately  made  worse  by  the  depletion  ;  on  the 

after  her  death.     The  inferior  cava  was  obli-  other  hand,  if  you  give  her  steel,  feed  her  well, 

terated.     Here  the  compensating  result  was  keep  her  bowels  free,  and  place  her  every 

obvious  to  the  sight ;  the  new  channels  had  morning  under  a  cold  shower  bath,  you  find 

answered  their  purpose,  and  performed  the  that   she  recovers   her   lost    strength,   that 

functions  of  the  original  channel.     The  his^  colour  returns  to  her  lips  and  cheeks,  that 

tory  of  this  case  was  incomplete :  it  was  not  her  palpitations  cease,  and  her  dropsy  va- 

ascertained  whether  the  woman  had  always  nishes.  In  proportion  as  the  muscular  system 

been  free  from  dropsy.  in  general  receives  fresh  tone  and  vigour, 

I  hold  thisobjection  therefore  to  be  invalid,  docs  that  particular  muscle  the  heart  also 
until  some  authentic  instance  shall  be  brought  regain  the  degree  of  power  necessary  for 
forward  of  the  obliteration  of  a  large  ve-  the  effectual  discharge  of  its  proper  func- 
notts  trunk,  without  a  corresponding  accu-  tion,  which  is  very  much  that  of  a  forcing 
mulation  of  serous  flmd,  either  at  the  time  pump.  Such  is  the  way  in  which  I  should 
when  the  observation  is  made,  or  at  some  ex))lain  both  the  cause  of  the  dropsy,  and  the 
previous  time  in  the  life  of  that  individual,  cause  of  its  cessation.  In  such  cases  our  pa- 
It  is,  besides,  possible  enough,  that  the  ob-  tients  do  not  simply  recorer;  they  are  cured, 
struction  of  a  large  vein  may  be  effected  I  should  apply  a  similar  explanation  to  some 
gradually,  by  the  slow  encroachment,  for  other  forms  of  dropsy.  Andral  describes  a  cer- 
instance,  of  a  growing  tumour ;  and  the  col-  tain  cachectic  disposition  of  the  body  to  be  a 
lateral  circulation  may  begin  to  be  enlai^ed  cause  of  dropsy ;  persons  may  be  bled  into  a 
with  the  first  impediment  in  the  vein,  and  dropsy,  and  starved  or  weakened  into  a 
may  keep  pace  with  and  counterbalance  that  dropsy.  These  are  genuine  instances  of 
increasing  impediment,  till  the  closure  of  the  dropsy  from  debility,  such  as  the  ancients 
vessel  is  complete ;  so  that,  from  first  to  last,  conceived  all  dropsies  to  proceed  from.  It 
there  may  be  no  noticeable  dropsy.  may  be  that  the  thin  and  watery  quality  of 

Again,  it  is  affirmed,  and  truly  affirmed,  the  blood  induced  by  frequent  bleedings,  by 

that    anasarca  often    occurs,    without  any  insufficient  nourishment,  by  certain  poisons, 

obliteration  of  veins,  and  independent  of  any  or  by  other  causes,  may  facilitate  its  passage 

discoverable  organic  disease  in  the  heart,  or  through  the  coats  of  the  veins.  But  admitting 

anywhere  else.     We  see  this  every  day,  in  this  as  a  concurrent  cause,  I  am  disposed  to 

weak  chlorotic  girls,  with  bloodless  cheeks,  the  belief  that  all  passive  dropsies  occurring 

and  pale  lips.     Some  of  you  saw  a  case  of  under   the  circumstances  just  adverted   to, 

this  kind  which  was  lately  under  my  care  in  and  without  any  apparent  organic  disease  or 

the  hospital ;  besides  the  anasarca,  the  sys-  change,  are  mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  debility 

tollc  sound  of  the  heart  was  accompanied  by  of  the  heart :  and  viewed  in  this  way,  they 

aloud,  unmistakeable  bellows  sound.  This  girl  are  all  brought  under  the  same  general  prin- 

got  quite  well,  and  left  the  hospital  without  ciplc  ;  viz.,  the  retardation  of  the  blood  in 

bellows  sound,  or  any  other  trace  of  disease,  the  vein;. 

There  could  not  then  have  been  an  organic  General  Dropey,  cardiac  or  renal.  —  A 

change :    in   fact  there  was  not.     Yet  was  large  class,  then,  of  passive  dropsies,  depend- 
there,  virtually,  a  retardation  of  the  venous  ^  ing  upon  mechanical  congestion,  and  defective 

circulation :  not  by  any  mechanical  obstacle  absorption  by   the   veins,  are   traceable,  in 

opposed  to  its  course,  but  in  consequence  of  their  origin,  to  the  heart ;  and  we  call  them, 

the  debility  of  that  hollow  muscle,  the  office  accordingly,  cardiac  dropsies.     But  another 

of  which  is  to  propel  onwards,  with  a  certain  class,  perhaps  as  numerous,  are  connected  in 

degree  of  force,  tbe  blood  that  reaches  it.  a  remarkable  manner  with  certain  diseased 

Girls  of    this    description   have    weak   and  conditions  of  the  kidneys ;  and  these,  for  the 

flabby  voluntary  muscles ;  and  it  is  reasonable  sake  of  distinction,  we  style  renal  dropsies. 

to  presume  that  the  involuntary  muscle,  the  I   shall  say  a  few  words   res))rcting   them, 

heart,  partakes  of  the  general  debility  of  the  after   I   have   briefly  considered  the   other 

muaciilar  system,  and  becomes  incapable  of  source  of  dropsical  swellings,  adverted  to  in 

■ending  the  blood  forwards  with  the  requisite  the  commencement  of  this  lecture  ;  namely, 

energy.     Nay,  I  believe  that  a  heart  thus  excessive     exhalation     of    serous     liquid. 

feeble  may  yield  a  little  and  dilate  under  the  Dropsy  so  caused   comes  on  suddenly  and 

reaiftiiig  pressure  of  the  blood  that  enters  its  tumultuously,  and  is   spoken  of    as   being 
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acute  or  active.    It  borders  closely  upon  in-  pious.     It  is  probable  that  the 
flammation,  and  sometimes  can  scarcely  be  quantity  of  water  thus  expelled  from  the 
discriminated  from  inflammation  with  serous  tern  in  a  given  time,  cannot  vary  mmehf  in. 
effusion.  Thecondition  of  the  capillary  circu-  either  direction,  without  deranging  tbe  wlfeole 
lation  is  supposed  to  be  intermediate  between  economy.     But  we  are  sure  that  tiie  amount 
that  in  which  the  ordinary  amount  of  secre-  furnished  by  any  excreting  surface  may  wmrj 
tioD  is  maintained,  and  that  in  which  inflam-  and  oscillate  witiiin  certain  limits  consistent 
matory  effusion  takes  place.  T^e  excessive  in^  with  health,  provided  that  the  defect  or  excess 
crease  of  secretion  is  analogous  to  what  we  be  compensated  by  an  increase  or  diminntiom 
observe  in  other  parts  and  predicaments  of  the  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  watery  liquid 
body*;   to    the  abundant  perspirations,  for  through  some  other  channel.     Sound  beadth 
example,  that  are  occasioned  by  violent  exer-  admits  and  requires  this  shifting  and  oonn- 
cise :  to  the  plentiful  flow  of  tears  caused  by  terpoise  of  work  between  the  organs  dcstinad 
any  irritation  of  the  eye,  or  by  the  passion  oi  to  remove  aqueous  fluid  from  the  bodj. 
grief;  to  the  augmented  watery  discharges  This  supplemental  or  compensating  relation  is 
From  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  more  conspicuous  in  regard  to  some  parts 
produced  by  purgative  medicines  ;    all  of  than  others.    The  reciprocal  but  inverse  ec- 
which  may  be  independent  of  inflammation,  commodation  of  function  that  snbsiats  be- 
but  all  of  which  are  attended  with  congestion  tween  the  skin  and  the  kidneys  affords  ttm 
that  might  readily  be  pushed  into  inflamma-  strongest  and  the  most   familiar  example. 
.  tion.     In  point  of  fact,  if  the  secretions  to  In  the  warm  weather  of  summer,  wiien  tfte 
which  I  have  now  referred  were  poured  into  perspiration  is  abundant,  the  urine  is  pro- 
closed  cavities,  instead  of  proceeding  from  portionally  concentrated  and  scantf.      On 
surfaces  that  are  situated  on  the  exterior  of  the  other  hand,  during  winter,  when  tiie 
the  body,  or  communicate  readily  with  the  cutaneous  transpiration  is  checked  by  the 
exterior,  they  would  comtitute  dropsies.  operation    of    external    cold,   the  flow  of 
Active  dropsy. — ^The  phenomena  of  active  dilute  water  from  the  kidneys  is  strikiagly 
dropsy  are  of  this  kind :  a  labourer  is  engaged  augmented.    All  this  is  well  known  to  be 
in  some  employment,  which,  while  it  requires  compatible  with  the  maintenance  of  the  most 
considerable  bodily  exertion,  and  causes  co-  perfect  health.     But  supposing  the  fixhala- 
pious  perspiration,  necessarily  exposes  him  tion  from  one  of  these  surfieuses  to  be  much 
also  to  the  influence  of  external  cold  and  diminished,  or  to  cease,  without  acorres- 
moisture  :  he  has  been  digging  (perhaps)  in  ponding  increase  of  function  in  the  related 
a  wet  ditch,  !n  winter  time,  and  he  pauses  to  organ,  or  in  any  excreting  organ  communi- 
take  his  meal ;    or  he  has  been  unloading  a  eating  with  the  exterior,  then  dropsy,  in  some 
waggon,  and  rides  home,  some  miles,  in  a  form  or  degree,  is  very  apt  to  arise.    Hie 
heavy  rain  that  wets  him  to  the  skin ;  or  he  aqueous  liquid  thus  detained  in  the  blood.- 
has  been  mowing,  in  the  heat  of  summer,  and  vessels,  seeks  and  at  length  finds  some  unna- 
lies  down  to  sleep  upon  the  damp  grass.  All  tural  and  inward  vent,  and  is  poured  forth 
these  suppositions  are  derived  from  actual  into  the  cellular  tissue,  or  into  the  cavities 
occurrences.    The  perspiration  u  suddenly  bounded  by  the  serous  membranes, 
checked ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours        Dropsy  of  one  part  sometimes  si^ervenes 
he  becomes  universally  anasarcous.     Again,  suddeiUy  upon  the  rapid  disappearance  of  a 
a  patient  recovering  from  scarlet  fever  ven-  watery  collectioju  from  another  part.     It  ia 
tures  out  into  a  cold  atmosphere,  while  the  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  the  swollen  nn- 
process  of  desquamation  is  yet  going  on  ;  wieldy  legs  and  thighs  of  an  anasarcous  pa- 
and  he  is  attacked  with  dropsy  of  Uie  cellular  tient  quidily  unload  themselve8,*and  resume 
tissue,  and,  it  maybe,  of  some  of  the  larger  their  natural  bulk  and  symmetry. '^  His  friends 
cavities  also.    The  urine  at  the  same  time  is  congratulate  him,  and  each  other,  that  his 
observed  to  be  scanty,  troubled,  mixed  with  disease  is  leaving  him  ;f  but  as  his  legs  are 
blood.  emptying,    he  becomes  drowsy,  fiHi^tful, 
To  comprehend  this  rapid  change  from  a  comatose,  apoplectic ;   and  after  his  death 
state  of  health  to  a  state  of  dangerous  disease,  we  find  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  «iiff^»ri^^ 
we  must  again  have  recourse  to  the  findings  with  serous  fluid. 

of  physiology.  Or  the  dropsical   accumulation  may  be 

Besides  the  constant  exhalation  that  takes  transferred  from  its  place  through  &  safer 
place  from  the  inner  faces  of  the  shut  serous  channel.  The  best  instance  of  this  that  oc- 
cavities,  a  large  amount  of  watery  fluid  is  curs  to  my  recollection  I  heard  related  by 
continually  thrown  out  of  the  system,  by  all  Dr.  Farre.  A  gouty  individual  had  hydro- 
those  surfaces  that  communicate  with  the  cele ;  dropsy  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  After 
air ;  by  the  skin,  the  lungs,  the  bowels,  the  the  disease  had  lasted  for  some  time  be  got 
kidneys.  Now  it  is  well  ascertained  that  very  drunk  one  evening,  with  rack  punch, 
when  the  excretion  of  aqueous  fluid  from  which  greatly  disordjay'd  hiaa|iiyvfn^t:^»ry  ^n*!, 
one  such  surface  is  checked,  the  exhalation  and  brought  on  a  kind  of  cholera.  He  had 
from  some  other  surface  becomes  more  go-     profuse  vomiting  and  purging,  whic^  quite 
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ezbausted  bim ;  and  at  length  he  fell  asleep.  readOy  drink  up  watery  flaid  wherever  they 

When  he  awoke  in  the  morning  he  found  come  in  contact  with  it.  From  the  discharge 

that  his  hydrocele,  which  had  been  a  large  of  their  superfluity  of  water  arises  a  dropsy, 

one,    was    gone :    and  it    never   returned,  or  a  flux.    The  cause,  and  the  cure,  of  many 

Sach  an  accidental  cure  is  most  instructive.  dropsies,  lie  in  these  propositions. 

If  water  be  injected,  in  some  quantity,  Thd  application  of  these  principles  to  the 
into  the  blood-vessels  of  a  living  animal,  the  supposed  case  of  active  dropsy  must  be  ob- 
animal  soon  perishes;  dying  generally  by  vious.  No  doubt,  in  some  such  cases,  actual 
ooma,  or  by  suffocation  :  and  when  the  car-  inflammation  takes  place ;  but  in  many  of 
cass  is.  examined,  the  lungs  are  found  to  be  them  there  is  merely  the  dropsical  efiunon, 
charged  with  serous  liquid,  or  water  is  dis-  without  any  other  trace  or  evidence  of  in- 
covered  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  some  other  flammatory  action.  The  two  facts  which  it 
part,  or  in  the  shut  serous  membranes.  If,  chiefly  oonoems  us  to  remark  are  these — ^first, 
however,  the  animal  be  first  bled,  and  then  that  the  aqueousportion  of  the  blood,  which 
a  quantity  of  water  be  injected  equal  to  the  in  health  is  habitually  carried  off  to  a  very 
quantity  of  blood  abstracted,  the  ii^ection  is  considerable  amount  by  the  skin,  is  suddenly 
followed  by  no  serious  consequences.  diverted  from  that  tissue  ;  the  perspiration, 
Facts  like  these  throw,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a  sensible  and  insensible,  is  suppressed  :  and 
■trong  light  upon  a  confessedly  obscure  part  secondly,  that  the  cellular  tissue,  or  the  large 
of  pathology.  It  appears  that  under  various  serous  bags,  or  both,  become  filled  with  se- 
drcnmstanoes  the  blood-vessels  may  receive  rosity. 

a  considerable  and  unwonted  accession  of        It  is  not  by  any  necessity,  however,  that ' 

watery  fluid ;  and  that  they  are  very  "prone  the  vicarious  excretion  is  turned  upon  these 

to  get  rid  of  the  redundance.    When  they  serous  surfiices.     In  truth,  the  intercepted 

empty  themselves  through  some  free  surface,  perspiration  more  often  escapes,  or  labours 

their  preternatural  .distension  is  relieved  by  to  escape,  from  some   free    surface ;     and 

a  flux :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  surfiice  be  then  we  have,   not  a  dropsy,  but  a  flux, 

that  of  a  shut  sac,  in  discharging  their  super-  Diarrhoea,  for  example,  is  more  common, 

flnity  they  cause  a  dropsy.     Why  sometimes  under  the  supposed  circumstances,  than  ana- 

thia  organ,  and  sometimes  that,  is  selected  as  sarca  or  ascites :  apparently   because  there 

the  channel  by  which   the   superabundant  is  a  closer  analogy  of  structure,  and  a  more 

water  shall  be  thrown  out  of  the  vessels,  we  direct  consent  or  fll^reement  in  ftinction,  and 

can  seldom  tell.     We  often  find  it  difficult  a  stronger  redprocal  influence  between  the 

to  determine  which  of  the  two  facts  in  ques-  skin  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 

tion  is  to  be  considered  the  antecedent,  and  mentary  canal,  than  between  the  skin  and  the 

which  the  eonsequent.     For  not  only  is  it  serous  tissues, 
true  that  when  the  blood-vessels  become 

overloaded  with  serous  fluid,  they  readily  Briefallnsionhasbeenmade  to  a  large  class 
deposit  a  part  of  it ;  but  also  that  when  they  of  chronic  dropsies,  connected  with  and  de- 
are  in  the  opposite  condition  of  oompa-  pendant  upon  a  peculiar  renal  disease.  "Riit 
rative  emptiness,  when  they  contain  less  important  species  of  dropsy  wiD  require  a 
blood  thsA  is  natural,  they  are  equally  detailed  examination  herMfter.  It  is  more 
ready  to  replenish  themselves  by  absorbing  complex,  and  of  more  obscure  pathology, 
fluids  from  any  source  to  which  tiiey  can  find  perhaps,  than  cardiac  dropsy.  It  certainly 
access.  In  the  case  of  the  man  who  wss  has  a  more  direct  relation  also  to  what  I  have 
cured  of  his  hydrocele  upon  the  occurrence  just  been  describing  as  active  dropsy :  of 
of  proftise  watery  discharges  from  the  stomach  which  it  may  almost  be  reg^ded  as  the  chronic 
and  bowels,  it  seems  clear  that  the  expend!-  form.  Sometimes  the  kidney  disease,  of 
ture  of  serous  liquid  from  one  part  led  to  its  which  the  dropsy  is  an  incidental  and  not  an 
absorption  into  the  blood  from  another.  When  essential  symptom,  springs  up  silently,  and 
anasarca  suddenly  leaves  the  extremities,  and  without  obvious  cause.  Sometimes  it  may 
fatal  coma  follows,  it  appears  probable  that  distinctly  be  traced  back  to  its  origin  in  an 
the  absorption  is  the  first  of  the  changes,  and  attadc  of  acute  dropsy ;  in  whidi  complaint 
the  effusion  the  second :  and  had  this  eflu-  the  kidney  ilways  and  manifestly  labours,  its 
sion  been  determined  to  the  mucous  mem-  ftinctions  being  violently  deranged,  and  the 
brane  of  the  intestines,  to  the  skin,  or  to  the  urine  being  small  in  quantity,  and  mixed 
kidneys,  it  would  have  brought  relief  and  with  blood. 

safety  to  the  patient,  instead  of  causing  his        In  this  chronic   and   renal  dropsy,    the 
death.  watery  accumulation  is  accounted  for  by  the 

We  have  obtained,  then,  a  glimpse  of  one  deficient  excretion  through  the  customary 
or  two  most  important  principles  in  respect  channels.  The  blood-vessels  deposit  that 
to  the  pathok^  of  dropsy.  Hk  blood-  excretion  in  a  wrong  place.  The  urine,  in 
els,  when  pretematurally  full  of  aqueous    the  outset  of  the  dropsy  at  least,  is  scanty. 


firndf  have  a  strong  tendency  to  empty  them-     The  skin  is  almost  always  dry,  harsh,  and 
selves;    when  pretematnrally  empty,   they    nnperspiring.    The  anasarca  usosUyincraueB 
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or  decreases,  as  the  quantity  of  urine  dimi-  operation,  the  other  generaL    Tbe 

nishea  or  augments.     Remarkable  alterations  the  lower  extremities    are   apt,  when 

take  place  also  in  the  qualities  and  composition  patient  is  erect,  to  be  more  tui^gid  thm  otb^ 

of  the  urine  itself :  it  has  a  very  low  specific  veins  ;  for  unless  the  action  of  their  wahrcs 

gravity,  contains  albumen,  and  is  deficient  in  be  quite  perfect,  those  vessels  suataia    ti&e 

urea.     The  blood  d^^nerates  too ;  and  other  weight  of  a  large  superincumbent  ooluma   of 

organs  of  the  body,  and  especially  the  heart,  blood,  which  concurs  with  other  causes    to 

are  apt  to  fall  into  disease.     The  suppression  retard  the  upward  current,  and  to  keep  tbe 

of  perspiration,  and  the  appearance  in  the  depending  capillaries  unduly  full.      Untder 

urine  of  blood  or  serum,  unchanged  by  the  such  circumstances  the  effusion,  or  the  arrest 

secerning  power  of  the  kidney,  form  striking  of  absorption,  may  take  place  aroond   the 

links  of  connexion  between  acute  and  renal  insteps  earlier  than  in  any  other  part.     Bat 

dropsy.  in  general  it  is  not  so.     In  most  caaes,  the 

truer  and  simpler  reason  of  tbe  earlier  rnani* 

In  the  sketch  that  I  have  been  endeavour-  festation   of  dropsical  swelling    about    the 

ing  to  give  you  of  the  pathology  of  dropsy,  I  ankles,  is  merely  that  the  serous  liquid  which 

have  taken  extreme  cases  to  elucidate  the  feuls  to  be  removed  from  the  cellular  tissne 

two  varieties  of  that  disease  which  have  been  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  gravitates  towards 

respectively  denominated  active  and  passive,  the  lowest  part ;   and  being  thus  collected 

Letmeonce  more  present  to  you,  in  a  summary  into  a  comparatively  small  space,  is  rendered 

view,  the  points  of  resemblance,    and  the  more  perceptible.     During  the  night,  when 

'  points  of  distinction  between  them.         ,  the  horizontal  posture    is   maintained  lor 

They  resemble  each  other  in  the  result  ;  several  hours,  the  oedema  of  the  ankles  dis- 

namely,  in  the  collection  of  serous  liquid  in  appears,  but  the  neck  and  face,  perhafu, 

the  circumscribed  cavities  and  vacuities  of  the  become  bloated  and  puffy.     And  it  is  obvi- 

body.     They  differ  in  the  rate  at  which  the  ous  why,  in  these  cases,  the  feet,  towards 

collection  augments.  evening,  swell  more  tiiam  the  hands.     Hie 

In  the  well-marked  acute  dropsies  the  liquid  hands  receive  the  serous  fluid  from  tiie  cel- 
ls rapidly  effused,  in  quantity  much  beyond  lular  tissue  of  the  arms  alone ;  the  feet,  that 
the  natural  amount  of  exhalation.     In  the  which  sinks  down,  not  only  from  the  leg*  and 
well-marked  passive  dropsies  the  exhalation  thighs,  but  from  the  head  and  trunk  also, 
goes  on  as  usual,  but  the  fluid  exhaled  is  not  The  limbs  may   be  looked  upon  as  bags, 
taken  back  again  into  the  circulating  vessels  which  fill  up  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
with  sufficient  facility.     In  the  one  case  the  liquid  detained.   And  the  lungs  are  similarljr 
circulation    is    disturbed   and  tumultuous ;  bags  :  and  in  these  cases  we  commonly  may 
in  the  other,  it  remains  tranquil.     It  is  pro-  hear  the  crepitation  of  pulmonary  oed^na  in 
bable  that  in  the   more  acute  forms,   the  their  lowermost  portions, 
serum  transudes  through  the  coats  of  the         I  mentioned  an  instance  in  whidi  one-half 
arteries,  or  of  the  capillary  vessels  next  ad-  only  of  the  body  was  anasaroous,  and  that 
jaoent  to  the  arteries.      In  the  completely  the  upper  half.  The  descent  of  the  dropaicai 
chronic  and  cardiac  forms,  there  is  a  defect  fluid  was  prevented  by  the  dress   of  the 
of  absorption  by  the  veins.     Active  dropsies  patient ;  the  waistband  of  his  trowaen  having 
are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  belonging  to  the  compressed  the  cellular  tissue  through  which 
left  side  of  the  heart ;  passive  dropsies  to  the  alone  the  gravitating  liquid  could  seek  a 
right.  passage.     So,  sometimes,  it  is  stopped  at  a 

But  there   are  intermediate  degrees,   in  lower  point  of  its  descent  by  tight  garters, 

which  the  full  veins  are  not  only  unable  to  and  the  thighs  swell  earlier  than  the  insteps, 

admit  any  addition  of  aqueous  liquid,  but  It  is  not  at  all  unooomion  to  see  persons 

also  to  retain  thai  which  they  already  hold ;  who,  in   the  daytime  at  least,  and  in  the 

and  serofflty  gradually  exudes  through  their  erect  posture,  are  anasarcous  in  the  lower 

parietes.  half  only  of  the  body.     We  do  not  so  often 

What  connects  all  these  forms  of  dropsy  is  meet  with  anasarca  of  one  moiety  of  the 

a  pi^tematural  fulness  in  some  part,  or  the  body,  the  division  being  made  by  an  tma- 

whole,  of  the  hydraulic  machine.     And  this  ginary  plane  drawn  through  its  axis.    Yet 

seems  to  be  the  grand  key  to  the  entire  pa-  this  does  occiftionally  happen.     This  curious 

thology,  as  well  as  to  the  remedial  manage-  phenomenon  is  usually  the  result  of  a  mere 

ment  of  the  disease.  accident,  the  anasarcous  patient  being  unable 

to  leave  his  bed,  or  to  lie  at  all  except  on 

I  scarcely  need  point  out  to  you  the  fact,  one  side ;  and  then  the  accumulating  liquid 

that  the  water  of  dropsy  is  liable  to  change  gravitates  to  that  side.     I  have,  howerer, 

its  place,  in  obedience  to  the  force  of  gravity,  seen  one  case  to  which   this   explanation 

In  general  anasarca,  when  the  serous  accu-  would  not  apply.     I  beUeve  that  some  looil 

mulation  slowly  augments,  it  first  becomes  obstruction  to  a  large  vein  in  the  neighlxmr* 

*  visible  about  the  feet  and  ankles.   There  are  hood  of  the  shoulder  caused  oedema  t^ere, 

two  causes  for  this ;  the  one  occasional  in  its  and  the  fluid  sunk  down  and  filled  the  odlnlar 
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tiflsuB  of  that  side  aloAe.     As  the  man  re-  upon  the  employment  of   bloodletting  m 

covered,  I  had  no  means  of  yerifying  the  truth  dropsy.     And  tins  brings  me  to  a  very  few 

of  this  conjecture.  few  final  remarks  concerning  the  principles 

CatertM  paribu$  those  parts  of  the  body  upon  which  dropsies  are  to  be  trested. 
become  the  most  loaded  with  serous  fluid,  Treatment  qf  J)ropsie9. — Of  course  the 
and  shew  the  anasarca  the  plainest,  of  which  first  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  preternatural 
the  cellular  tissue  is  plentiful  and  loose ;  as  accumulation  of  watery  fluid :  and  the  second 
the  eyelids,  and  the  scrotum.  But  in  ex-  object  is  to  prevent  its  collecting  again ; 
treme  cases  the  liquid  pervades  the  cellular  in  other  words,  to  remedy  the  diseased  con- 
tissue,  wheite  it  is  much  more  dense  and  ditions  which  gave  rise  to  the  dropsy.  In- 
compact :  as  where,  for  example,  it  is  sub>  deed,  if  we  can  accomplish  this  second  object 
jacent  to  mucous  membranes.  In  the  ex-  without  delay,  the  dropsy  will  generally 
amination  of  a  dropsical  corpse,  the  mucous  disappear  of  its  own  accord.  In  what  has 
coat  of  the  intestines  may  sometimes  be  seen  been  called  active  or  febrile  anasarca,  general 
to  be  elevated  by  the  water  collected  beneath  bloodletting  is  advantageous  in  several  ways. 
it.  It  then  looks  like  jelly,  and  the  valvula  It  helps  to  relieve  the  congestion,  akin  to 
conmventet,  which  are  flat  and  thin  in  their  inflammation,  upon  which  &e  effusion  de- 
ordinary  state,  become  round  and  conrcs.  pends :  it  tends  to  abate  the  undue  action  of 
Dropsy  of  the  submucous  tissue  of  the  air-  the  heart :  and  by  emptying  the  blood- 
passages  is  frequently  a  cause  of  death.  vessels,  it  facilitates  the  reabsorpdon  of  the 

Many  persons  seem  disposed  to  ascribe  effused  liquid,  and  its  ultimate  ejection  from 

these  anasaroous  swellings,  especiallj  when  the  system. 

they  make  their  appearance   suddenly,  to  But  although  bloodletting  is  tJie  most 

inflammation ;  and  much  is  said  about  the  direct  and  certain  way  of  unburdening  the 

frequency  of  tii/Iamma/oryifro^^y.     But  the  loaded  veins,   and  therefore,  in   many  in- 

HxitA  we  have  just  been  considering  suOi-  stances,  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the 

cioitly  refute  this  theory.     If  the  serous  dropsy,  it  is  by  no  means  adapted  to  all, 

liquid  be  the  product  of  inflammation,  what  nor  even  to  many  forms  of  the  malady.     It 

is  the  part  inflamed  ?     It  cannot  be,  as  some  will  always  indeed  remove  a  portion  of  the 

appear  to  think,  the  distended  cellular  tissue  aqueous  ingredient  of  the  blood,  but  it  ex- 

itself ;  for  if  so,  the  inflammation  must  shift  pends  at  the  same  time  its  fibrin  and  its  red 

its  quarters  under  the  influence  of  gravity,  particles.      It  impoverishes  the  circulating 

The  term  inflammatory  dropsy  may  not  per-  fluid,  and  so  enfeebles  the  patient  more  than 

haps  be  indefensible  when  applied  to  that  the  indirect  measures,  to  be  mentioned  pre- 

claiu  of  dropsical  affections  that  have  been  sently,  for  evacuating  the  collected  liquid, 

spoken  of  under  the  head  of  active  dropsy.  Perhaps,  by  rendering  the  blood  more  watery, 

I  am  far  from  denying  the  frequent  agency  venssection  may  indirectly  favour  the  tnm- 

of  inflammation  in  producing  changes  which,  sudation  of  its  serum  outwards  whenever  the 

in  thdr  turn,  lead  to  dropsy,  but  we  shall  do  venous  current  happens  to  be  retarded.     It 

well  not  to  confound  those  collections  of  certainly  weakens  the  central  organ  of  the 

serum  mixed  with  blood  or  with  coagulcble  circulation ;  and  to  muscular  debility  of  the 

lymph,  which  are  distinctly  events  or  p:o-  heart  we  have  already  seen  that    certain 

ducts  of  inflammation,  witll  other  collections  forms  of  general  dropsy  may  owe  their  origin : 

of  serum  which  resemble  the  former  in  that  and  thus  it  is  that  ill-timed  or  excessive 

respect  only,  but  differ  entirely  from  them  bleeding  may  be  the  cause  of  dropsy.     In 

in  every  other  particular.     To   the  class  these  forms  of  anasarca,  instead  of  robbing 

denominated  active,  which  occur  suddenly,  the  veins  of  their  blood,  we  seek  to  repair 

from  defect  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  usual  the  quality  and  richness  of  that  fluid,  and  so 

channels  of  aqueous  excretion,  and  which  to  restore  the  deficient  tone  and  vigour  of 

are  usually  attended  with  much  disturbance  all  the  muscles,  and  of  the  heart  among  the 

of  the  whole  system ,  the  epithet/edn'/tf  would  rest. 

not  be  inappropriate.  There  may  be  some  In  many  cases  then  it  is  inexpedient  to 
few  cases  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  deter-  let  blood ;  and  we  endeavour  to  empty  the 
mine  whether  the  eflusion  be  inflammatory  vessels  indirectly,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
in  its  origin  or  not.  If  the  serum  be  turbid,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  more  watery 
if  we  can  discover  in  it  the  smallest  admixture  parts  only  of  their  contents.  In  other  words, 
of  pus,  or  of  flakes  of  lymph,  or  if  the  dis-  it  becomes  our  object  to  augment  the  dis- 
ease has  been  marked  by  the  ordinary  signs  charge  of  watery  fluid  from  one  or  more  of 
of  internal  inflammation,  we  need  not  hesi-  the  secreting  surfaces  of  the  body :  but  it 
tate  in  our  opinion.  One  of  the  latest  must  not  be  the  inner  surface  of  a  shut  sac. 
aystematic  writers  on  dropsy  in  this  country  I  noticed  before  the  close  analogy  that 
Iralda  that  all  dropsies  are  more  or  less  in-  obtains  between  dropsies  and  fluxes.  Dropsy 
flammatoiT.  We  can  see  one  reason  for  this  is  a  flux  into  a  closed  cavity.  Fluxes  would 
mistake  (tor  a  mistake  it  surely  is)  in  the  be  dropsies  if  the  fluid  poured  forth  did  not 
relief  and  amendment  which  often  ensue  escape.     And  you  are  to  observe  that  we 
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frequently  try  to  con  a  dropiy  by  producing  preeantioiifl  to  be  obwrred  fan  Its 

a  flux.  anoe ;  and  the  meaaoRS  to  be  adopted  for 

By  wbat  sariace  or  channel  this  artificial  prerenting  the  reenrrence  of  the 

drain  shall  be  attempted,  ii  often  a  matter  tion,  by  the  remoTil  of  Iti  efficient 

of  great  nicety  and  importance.     In  some  will  all  be  considered  in  detail 

cases  we  strive  to  promote  the  discharge  of  come  to  treat  of  the  special  forms  of  dropsy. 

the  superabundant  water  by  the  way  of  the • 

kidneys :  in  others  by  the  mucous  lining  of  NOTE  ON  THE  PRESENT  EPIDSMIC 

the  alimentary  ainal :    in    others  by  the  ^p  SMALL-POX, 

external  skm.    The  curcamstances  by  which  .^^ 

our  choice  must  be  determined  wiU  come        NECESSITY  OF  ARRESTING  ITS 

under  review  nereazter.  -a  kxrkn cc 

FMWve  dropsies  are  much  more  difficult  of  RAVAGES, 

eure  than  active,  and  will  often  baffle  our  By  William  Faui«* 

best-directed  efforts.      Yon  are  not,  how-  

ever,  to  regard  those  passive  dropsies  that  Thb  last  epidemic  of  small-pox  began  eaviy 

depend  upon  the  obliteration  of  a  large  vein  in  1837,  and  attained  its  greatest  lieiglit  in 

as  necessarily  incurable ;  because,  if  a  col-  1838.    Hie  number  of  deaths  registered  from 

lateral  venous  circulation  be  accomplished,  small-pox  in  the  two  and  a  half  years,  cnd- 

the  dropsy  will  permanently  disi4>pear.   But  ing  Dec. 3 1st,  1839,  were  30,819  in  Boglaad, 

we  must  give  nature  the  credit  of  the  cure  and  5186  (or  one*sixth  of  the  number)  in 

in  such  cases.    Time  is  the  best  remedy;  the  metropolis.      Its  termination  was  thas 

and  all  that  we  can  sometimes  do  is  to  alle-  described : — "  The  epidemic  [which  bad  be- 

viate  in  the  meanwhile  the  most  distressing  **  gun  in  the  towns  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 

or  threatening  of  the  symptoms.  **  island]  aubsided  on  the  western  shore ;  and 

I  mention^,  in  the  outset  of  the  lecture,  **  in  the  summer  of  1839,  only  1S33  died  of 

that  the  presence  of  the  dropsical  fluid  may  "  small-pox  in  the  kingdom ;  65  oaaea  of 


constitute  nearly  all  the  suffering  of  the  pa-  **  small-pox  were  registered  in  London.  In 
tient,  as  well  as  much  of  his  danger.  Now,  '*  the  autumn  of  1839,  signs  of  a  aeoond  epi- 
when  we  cannot  get  rid  of  the  water  by  "demic  appeared  at  Liverpool,  Bath,  and 
bleeding,  or  by  internal  remedies  which  ex-  "other  towns;  the  deaths  in  the  kingdom 
cite  serous  diachargea,  we  may  often  afford  "rose  to  1730." — App.  to  Seeomd  JUpart 
great  present  comfort  to  our  patient,  and  qf  the Re^Btrar^General,  p.  17. 
prolong  his  days,  by  letting  the  water  out  The  disease  in  the  metropolis  was  fhcD  at 
oy  a  slight  mechanical  operation.  Paraeen-  the  lowest  ebb ;  the  deaths  from  small-pox 
f  estf  is  the  scientific,  and  tapping  the  vulgar  were  only  60  in  the  three  months,  October, 
name  for  this  proceeding.  It  has  been  per-  November,  December,  1839.  But  the  tables 
formed  succearfuUy,  by  means  of  a  small  of  mortality  have  displayed  a  rapid  weekly 
trocar,  to  evacuate  the  water  from  the  brain  increase  down  to  the  present  time ;  and  it 
in  chronic  hydrocephalus :  it  is  often  re-  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  rate  of 
sorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  emptying  the  increase  with  that  which  obtained  in  the  pre- 
peritoneal cavity,  and  the  tunica  vaginalis  vious  epidemic.  Tlie  comparison  will  ren- 
testis ;  snd  it  is  not  seldom  practised  to  let  der  it  probable  that  if  unchecked,  the 
out  the  fluid  of  anasarca ;  for  acupumeture  of  mortality  has  not  yet  attained  its  height, 
the  legs  and  thighs  and  scrotum  is  only  ano-  The  deatha  registered  in  the  metropolis 
ther  form  of  tapping.  vrere  as  follows,  in  1837, 1838,  1839  * — 

In  the  local  variety  of  dropsy  that  is  Qg^-t^f.                                        Deaths  ftom 

called  hydrocele,  the  reaocumulation  of  the  **"■""'•                                        8maIl-poa. 

liquid  is  sometimes  prevented  by  exciting  ^     1837.  July,  Aug.,  Sept.  -  -  -    257 

just  so  much  inflammation  of  the  membrane  2               Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec.    -  -  -    506 

as  may  cause  its  opposite  surfaces  to  cohere ;  ^     1838.  Jan.,  Feb.,  March  -  •  -    753 

whereby  the  cavity  itself  being  abolished,         ^  April,  May,  June 1145 

any  return  of  the  disease  is  rendered  impos-  ^               ^^7*  ^^'9  Sept.  -  -  -  1061 

able.  ^  Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec. 868 

This  is  an  expedient  which  we  do  not  7     1839.  Jan.,  Feb.,  March   -  -    364 

dare  to  employ  in  other  species  of  dropsy ;  8               April,  May,  June  -  -  -    117 

in  ascites,  for  example :  1st,  because  the  in-  ^               Jnly»  Aug.,  Septj*  -  -  -      65 

flammation  itself  would  place  the  patient's  ^^               Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec.   -  -  -      60 

existence  in  imminent  peril ;  and  secondly,  ~— 

because,  if  ft  could  be  safely  conducted,  the  Total.   -• -  5116 

adhesion  and    obUteration  would  seriously  ^^  quarterly  deaths  rose  ftom  257  to 

embarrass  and  unpedc  the  functions  of  im-  1145,      xhe  increase  was  445  per  cent.,  or 

portant  organs.  niore  than  fourfold,  in  the  period  of  tkrtt 

The  circumstances  which  require  and  jus- 3^ 

tify  this  mechanical  remedy :  the  rules  and  *  From  the  i^««i^  Nov.  98. 
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qaartera,  eztendiog  from  the  middle  of  An- 
|ra8t,  1837,  to  the  middle  of  Maj,  1838.  The 
increase  was  in  a  geometrical  progression ; 
aad  the  quarterly  rate  of  increase  was,  there- 
fore, the  cube  root  of  4*45 «» 1*65  ;  or  65 
per  cent. 

The  deaths  by  small-pox  in  the  metropolis 
were  60  in  the  last  quarter  of  1839 ;  bnt  104 
deaths  were  registered  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1840.  Another  epidemic  had  commenced, 
and  there  was  an  opportunity  of  observing 
the  disease  at  a  much  earlier  stage  than  in 
the  previous  epidemic.  Th&  rate  1*65  regu- 
lated the  rise  of  the  former  epidemic,  after 
the  deaths  were  259  quarterly:  would  the 
same  rate  apply  to  the  epidemic  of  1840, 


and  regulate  its  course?  Could  the  Aiti!re 
number  of  deaths  have  been  predicted,  with 
the  degree  of  probability,  in  April,  1840  ? 
With  only  one  series  of  accurate  observa- 
tions, it  would  have  been  rash  to  hasard  any 
prediction  of  the  kind.  But  if  the  predic- 
tion had  been  hazarded,  it  would  have  been 
found  accurate.  Hie  rate  1*65  has  hitherto 
regulate  the  course  of  the  present  epidemic, 
and  has  thus  confirmed  ue  view  taken  of 
this  dass  of  diseases,  and  of  the  laws  of  their 
progress. 

Tht  following  table  exhibits  the  quarterly 
deaths  registered,  and  the  numbers  deduced 
from  the  first  (60)  by  successively  multiply- 
ing by  1*65  : — 


13  weeks  (Oct.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1839) 

13  weeks  (Jan.  5  to  April  4,  1840) 

13  weeks  (AprU  5  to  July  4) 

13  weeks  (July  5  to  Oct.  3) 

Rcfistered. 

Scries  of  Numiiera 

prodaced  by  1*65,  the 

Rate  of  InereMe  to  the 

Sliidcmlc  of  18S7-a. 

60 
104 
170 
258 

60 

99 

163 

297 

Total   ............. 

587 

597 

The  deaths  in  the  quarter  which  has  com- 
menced would  be  440 ;  in  the  quaarter  fol- 
lowing, 724,  at  the  same  rate.  But  it  will 
be  obeerved,  that  the  present  series  of  num- 
bers ends  precisely  at  the  point  where  the 
registration  of  the  former  epidemic  com- 
menced. The  deaths  registered  in  the 
quarter  ending  Sept.  30,  1837,  were  257; 
and  in  the  quarter  ending  Oct.  3, 1840,  they 
were  253. 

At  another  time  I  will  discuss  certain 
slight  corrections  which  are  required  in 
thoe  calculations,  and  will  show  how  the 
rata  of  increase  for  days,  weeks,  and  any 
multiple  of  these  elementary  periods,  may 
be  deduced.  It  is  now  of  more  importance 
to  show  the  practical  bearing  of  the  facts. 
What  is  the  prospect  before  us  ?  It  may  be 
seen  in  the  previous  tables.  The  deaths  of 
hundreds,  nay  thousands,  of  children,  are, 
probably,  about  to  take  place  in  the  metro- 
polis by  smaU-pox ;  and  the  fatality  of  small- 
pox may  be  prevented  by  means  of  a  dis- 
covery made  by  Jenner  at  the  end  of  thelsst 
century.  The  epidemic  fiury  subside  spon- 
taneously, or  it  nutif  spread  its  ravages  to  an 
unexampled  extent ;  but  it  is  more  probable, 
that,  if  left  to  itself,  it  will  increase  at  the 
present  rate,  and  we  may  again  see  500,  and 
750,  and  11^0,  fall  its  victims  in  snooessive 
seasons.  From  the  deaths  (266)  within  the 
Isst  six  weeks,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
disease  is  spreaiding  at  least  as  rapidly  as  it 
did  in  former  years. 

It  will  not,  I  believe,  be  disputed  by  those 
soquainted  with  the  subject,  that  if  every 
unvaccinated  person  in  the  metropolis  were 
vacc'nated  within  the  next  week,  the  epi- 
demic would  at  once  be  arrested ;  particu- 


larly if,  at  the  same  time,  the  miserable 
courts  and  streets,  which  it  is  now  devas- 
tating, were  thoroughly  cleansed,  the  houses 
whitewashed,  and  the  comforts  of  the  inmates, 
on  the  approach  of  winter,  attended  to,  to  a 
moderate  extent. 

Is  not  a  case  for  public  interfisrenoe,  then, 
clearly  made  out  ?  Should  not  an  energetie 
effort  be  made  to  save  these  lives,  amounting 
to  aeveral  thoueande,  from  small-pox .'  lliey 
are  helpless  children,  the  great  majority  of 
them  have  not  numbered  fifteen  years ;  but 
that  can  be  no  reason  for  abandoning  them 
to  their  fate, — to  the  hot  fever,  the  bfistering 
pains,  the  defacing  hands,  of  this  sad  malady. 
They  are,  in  many  instances,  the  neglected 
offspring  of  the  poor, — which  again  only 
gives  them  a  stronger  claim  on  humanityi 
justice,  and  protection  of  society. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  that  some  steps  hen 
been  taken  to  extend  the  practioe  of  vacci- 
nation ;  but  those  steps  have  been  slow,  snd 
the  measures  appear  by  no  means  equal  to 
tiie  exigencies  of  the  case.  Five  children,  td 
the  very  least,  are  deetroyed  daily  by  small-' 
pax  in  the  metropolis  alone ;  and  what  has 
been  done,  or  is  doing,  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
tremendous  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and  the 
sufferings  of  the  sick  snd  dying  ?  For  the 
last  four  weeks  the  Tables  of  Mortality  have 
repeated  35personsdied  of  small-pox,  54  died 
of  small-pox,  60  died  of  small-pox,  58  died  of 
smaU-pox,  in  the  week.  Tliey  will  reiterste 
nearly  the  same  emphatic  fiicts  wedc  after 
week  through  the  year,  the  number  rising 
progressivdy.  Vary  the  statement  digfaUy, 
and  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  announce- 
ment in  the  Times  or  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle:— five  children  will  be  thrown  from 
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London-bridge  daily  during  tiie  next  week —  to   ascertain  how  many  persons    hmw^    snd 

the  next  twelve  months— -and  the  number  how  many  have  not  been  vaccinated.      Tlie 

will  be  raised  to  six,  seven,  and  eight  daily  unprotected  should  be  vaccinated  aa  rapidly 

in  the  next  season.     The  very  supposition  is  as  lymph  could  be  procured.     Small-pox 

revolting.     Yet  it  gives  but  a  faint  idea  of  may  thus  be  arrested. 

the  reality.     Instead  of  dying  suddenly,  with         The  argpiments  for  vaccination  are  met  by 

little  pain,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  the  nnpro-  one  objection  among  very  ignorant  and  very 

tected  sufferers  linger  many  days,  ere  they  philosophical  people.     It  is,  that  while  Tac- 

perish ;    and  the  survivors  escape  as  from  tlie  cination  saves  from   small-pox,  it    exposies 

fire,  with  faces  cicatrised,  deformed  irrepa-  the   person    vaccinated   to   other    dis^ae^. 

rably,  and  perhaps  blinded  for  life.  That  if  he  do  not  die  of  small  pox  he  will 

Tlie  lives  can  be  saved  in   the  actual,  die  of  something  else,   is   unquestionable; 
almost  as  certainly  as  they  could  in  the  ima-  but  if  this  argument  be  good  for  anything,  . 
gined  case ;  but  their  salvation  demands  a  why  save  people  from  drowning,  from  Urc, 
Uttle   trouble,    and    some    expense.      The  from  any  death  whate^'er,  from   the    mar- 
parents  are  ill-informed ;   they  do  not  know  derer's  guilty  hand?     Vaccination  does  not^ 
the  danger  of  their  children  ;   they  are  not  it  is  true,  like  death  by  small-pox,  exempt 
aware  that  nearly  all  who  die  have  not  been  from   other  diseases  ;    but  there   is    not   a 
vaccinated  ;   and  that  vaccination,  producing  shadow  of  proof,  that  a  person  who  has  had 
a  modified  small-pox,  is  an  effectual  protec-  the  modified,  vaccinated  small-pox,  is  more 
tlon  against  the  natural  disease ;  they  must  liable  to  other  dbeases  than  a  person    co- 
be  visited,   talked  to,  reasoned  with,  and  vered  with  scars  of  the  natural  disease. 
**  compelled  to  come  in,''  as  Dr.  Chalmers         Dr.  Baron,  in  his  Life  of  Jenner,  relates 
would  compel  people  to  go  to  church  and  the  case  of  a  country  parish  which  obsti- 
heaven.  nately  held  back  for  ^me  time,  and  refust^ 

With  the  facts  before  them  the  people  of  vaccination  at  the  doctor's  hands.     All  ac 
this  country  can  come  to  but  one  conclusion,  once  the  people  brought  their  children  in 
that  the  entire  population  should  be  forth-  great  numbers.     An  epidemic  had  proved 
wiUi  vaccinated,  and  that  no  trouble  or  ex-  extremely  fatal  in  the  previous  year ;  and 
pense  should  be  spared  to  prevent  the  threat-  the  churchwardens  discovering  that  the  ccKt 
ened  sacrifice  of  Ufe.     The  Legislaturey.last  of  coffins  for  those  who  died  of  small-pox 
session,  emphatically  asserted  this  principle  $  formed  a  formidable  item  in  the  annual  ac- 
and  though  the  Small-pox  Prevention  Bill,  counts,  immediately  exerted  their  influence^ 
introduced  by  Mr.  Wakley,  and  supported  and  induced  the  people  to  accept  Jenner^s 
by  the  voice  of  all  parties  in  the  medical  kind  offer.     This  story  could  only  be  true — 
profession,  was  set  aside  by  Sir  James  Gra-  and,  in  fact,  could  only  be  told  of  over- 
ham's  Vaccination-Extension  Bill,  so  much  seers,   churchwardens,  or  poor-law  autfao- 
good  was  incorporated  in  the  latter  measure  rities ;  but  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  per- 
in  committee,  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  sons  who  see  no  merit  in  anything  but  a 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  the  reduction  of  the  rat»,  it  may  be  stated,  that 
government,   and,   in  fact,   of  all  parties,  in  the  last  epidemic  the  coffins  for  the  vic- 
would  not  be  entirely  defeated.     The  Act  has  tims  of  small- pox,  at  only  i:'!' each,  must 
not,  however,  worked  well ;  perhaps  it  has  have  cost  j£^30,000. 

not  had  a  fair  trial.     I  shall  not  now  enter         The  middle  and  higher  classes  are  pro- 

into  the  controvesy,  in  which  the  poor-law  tected  by  vaccination  from  small-pox ;  but 

commissioners  and  the  vestries  appear  to  me  when  small -pox  b«x>mes  epidemic  and  very 

to  have  been  clearly  wrong,  and  the  medical  virulent,  experience  has  proved  that  a  rar- 

profession  right ;  but  cannot  some  compro-  tain  number  of  persons,  in  good  circum- 

mise  be  come  to,  to  meet  the  present  emer-  stances,  are  attacked  after  vaccination,  and 

gency  ?     Five  persons  are  dying  daUy   of  a  few  die  even  of  a  second  attack  of  small - 

small-pox  in  the  metropoUs,  and  they  die  pox.     The  rich  are  thus  directly  interested 

because  the  poor-law  authorities  have  deter-  in  the  health  of  the  poor.     If  the  poor  be 

mined  not  to  give  more  than  eightenpence  swept  off  by  an  epidemic,  the  atmosphere  is 

for  every  life  that  is  saved — ^for  every  child  poisoned,  and  the  rich  are  not  always  spared, 

that  is  vaccinated — ^by  the  members  of  the  For  their  own  sakes,  as  well  as  from  higher 

medical  profession,  who  discovered  vaccina-  and   more  generous  motives,   the  wealthy 

tion,  and  who  not  only  deprive  themselves  tradespeople,  merchants,  and  inhabitants  of 

of  innumerable  patients  by  the   operation,  the  metropolis,    should  then  surely  exert 

but  bestow  more  professional  advice  gratui-  themselves  to  suppress  the  contagious  dis- 

tously  than  any  other  learned  profession  in  ease.     The  epidemic  is  now  in  Westminster 

the  kingdom  and  Maryiebone ;  it  is  spreading  in  the  We^t- 

AU  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  coun-  end,  and  Lb  likely  to  be  &t  the  height  just 

try  shonld  be  '  induced  to  vaccinate  under  in  the  season  when  the  families  of  the  aris- 

the  Act,  and  proper  persons  should  be  en-  tocracy  are  in  town.     They  would  naturally 

gaged  immediately  to  go  from  house  to  house  feel  less  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  their 
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children,  if  instead  of  eighty  or  ninety  djring    ago,  in  consequence  of  falling  against  a  chalky 
in  the  streets  around  them,  the  malady  were     by  which  the  skin  was  abraded, 
extinguished;     and   as  the  votes   of  both       Admov.  Nitras.  Argent,  ulr^ri,  etutat.  mod. 
honses  of    Parliament    showed    last  year,  Baynton.     Habt.  Rl.  Flummeri,  omni 

would  from  pure  humanity  and  an  enlight-  noct. 

ened  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity, sanction  any  efficient  plan  for  the  ex-         3d.  Redness,  hardness,  around  sore,  nearly 
tension  of  vaccination.  «»»«?  swelling  less;  pain  greatly  relieved; 

The  epidemic  has  already  made  consider-  ^^^pt  a  little  during  the  night ;  the  cellular 
able  progress  :  many  have  perished  irre-  substance  which  filled  sore  coming  away, 
trievably  ;   but  no  ftirther  arguments  are,  I     Cont.  ^ 

hope,  necessary  to  mduce  aU  classes  to  unite  ^^^'  ^^^*  swelling,  and  redness  gone  ; 
in  saving  four  thousand  lives  in  the  metro-  .  granulations  commencing  to  spring  up  at 
polis,  and  six  times  that  number  in  England  l>ottom  of  sore  ;  some  purulent  discharge 
and  Wales.  ^^^r  ^^  surface.     Cont. 

6th.     Sore  granulating  beautifully,  and  is 

Nov.  20, 1840.  much  less  in  size  ;  sleeps  well,  and  is  going 

about  her  usual  avocations.     Cont. 


ON  THE  ^^^'     U^^r  filling  up  rapidly,  and  is  be- 
ginning to  cicatrize  around  margins.     Cont. 

TREATMENT   OF   ULCERS  OF  THE  12th.     Sore  about  size  of  a  shilling,  and  is 

LOWER  EXTREMITIES.  cicatrizing  with  rapidity.     Cont. 

21st.     Sore  healed,  and  in  its  place  a  firm 

By  Joseph  Bell,  Surgeon,  Barrhead.  cicatrix  about  the  size  of  a  halfpenny. 

Case  II.— April  11,  1838.   John  Findly, 

[JFbr  the  Loudon  Medical  Gazette.^  at.  25  years,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  fair 

hair,  blue  eyes ;  pube  68  ;  tongue   slightly 

T                 *     ^1.                1.               >•     X*  furred.     On  external  aspect  of  left  lee,  about 

I  INTEND  m  the  present  communication  .^^  ^.^j,     ^^  ^^  J^„  excavated,  of  a 

to  place  before  the  readers  of  the  ^^^  .^ape,  with  hardened  edges,  and  co- 
Medical  Gazette  a  few  cases  of  ulcers  ^^red  with  a  thin  acrid  discharge  ;  circum- 
treated  principally  on  that  excellent  ference  of  each  3*  inches,  depth  |  of  an  inch, 
plan  which  Mr.  Baynton  brought  under  a  little  lower  down,  apd  more  to  the  back  of 
the  notice  of  the  profession  many  years  the  leg,  there  is  a  smaller  sore,  of  a  simUar 
ago :  a  plan  whicti,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  character  and  depth :  sores  very  painful,  and 
has  now  almost  fallen  into  disuse.  I  the  integuments  around  them,  to  the  extent 
trust  that  the  following  cases  will  have  of  a  hand's  breadth,  are  painful,  red,  and 
some  effect,  however  trivial,  in  rescuing  tender ;  considerable  pain  and  swelling  along 
it  from  being  lost  to  suffering  huma-  anterior  margin  oftibia,  extending  four  inches 
nity.  above  sores,  and  two  and  a  half  inches  below 

them ;  bowels   said  to  be   regular.      Sores 

Case  I.  —  Jan.  2,  1838.    E.  M'E ,  commenced  a  month  since ;  at  first  they  had 

Kt.  30  years,  an  unhealthy  looking  female  the  appearance  of  small  pimples,  but  have 

about  middle  stature,  dark  complexion.    On  gradually    assumed    their    present    aspect, 

the  internal  aspect  of  left  leg,  about  its  middle,  About  18  months  since  he  had  a  similar  ulcer 

there  is  a  large  ulcer,  measuring  in  length  4  on   ankle  of  same  leg.     It  was  healed  by 

inches,  in  breadth   2}  inches  at  the  upper  Baj^iton's  system. 

part,  and  3^  inches  at  the  lower;  is  nearly        tt*  ..        j   -n       i.^      ^u  v«.  tki  -m i 

Z  inch  d«p  !  it  U  fined  with  bUck  decyed  ^Ut.  mod^  Baynton.  eth«bt.Pd.nnmin.j. 

cellular  substance,  and  exudes  a  dark  foetid  dis- 
charge, along  with  considerable  quantities  of  13th.  Sores  are  now  looking  healthy, 
blood;  edges  of  sore  rigid,  callous,  andslightly  and  discharging  laudable  pus;  pain  nearly 
everted,  having  a  line  of  a  greyish  colour  gone,  as  is  also  the  redness  and  tumefaction 
around  their  margin  ;  leg  and  foot  much  which  surround  the  sores ;  has  slept  soundly 
swollen,  particularly  about  sore,  around  last  night,  which  he  has  not  done  for  some 
which,  for  the  extent  of  four  inches,  the  in-  months.  Cont. 
teg:uments  are  of  a  fiery  red  appearance,  hot,  May  3d.  Sores  healed, 
hard,  and  unyielding  to  the  touch.  The  Case  III.— Aiigust  22,  1839.  C.  M., 
integuments  at  the  upper  margin  of  the  sore  et.  25  years,  of  a  dark  complexion,  middle 
are  undermined  nearly  half  an  inch ;  pain  of  stature,  full  habit ;  pulse  70  ;  tongue  clean ; 
sore  very  acute,  particularly  at  night,  when  has  on  the  outer  side  of  left  leg,  about  three 
she  can  obtain  no  sleep  ;  painfulness  alsa  inches  from  malleolus,  four  ulcerated  spots ; 
prevents  walking.  Pulse  80 ;  tongue  white ;  the  largest  is  about  the  size  of  a  halfpenny, 
bowels  said  to  be  regular,  as  is  also  cata-  its  edges  are  hard,  irregular,  and  elevated, 
menia.     Sore  commenced  about  three  weeks  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep,  and  its  surface 
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iseorered  with  a  Isyerafdirtf  yellow  aiatter;  latiag  healthily,  aod  lAnddble  pns  seereted  • 
disdiai|;e  ia  thin  andacrid ;  two  of  die  othen  it  able,  ainoe  23d,  to  walk  abirat  with  free- 
are  abouttheaise  of  a  ailver  fovrpeniiy  piece,  dom,  and  to  attend  hia  work.  Coat, 
and  the  reBaining  one  it  rather  lar;^  than  March  Ist.  Sorea  cicatriaing  rapidly ; 
a  aizpenoe ;  these  reaemble  the  firrt  in  thdr  aorroonding  akin  natord ;  no  pain  nor  in- 
eharacter,  except  the  laat,  which  is  moch  oonTenienoe  from  leg.  Cont. 
deeper :  integumenta  aroond  lorea  rery  red,  13th.  Sorea  heided ;  general  health  im- 
awollen ;  cntide  abraded,  and  very  pamfol :  proved. 


the  whole  leg  and  foot  ia  very  modi  awoUen ;  Admov.  fascia,  et  intermitt 

bowda  and  catamenia  regular.  Sorea  of  four-  ««.»««  ,0-0      ,  „ 

teen montha'  dnntion ;  were  canaed  by  a  fiOl  Ca«b  v.— Jan.  20,  1838.    J.  R.,  ct.  18 

against  a  piece  of  wood :  has  been  under  the  y«ra,  a  healthy-tooking  young  woman,  of 

treatment  of  several  medical  men.      One  ^  complexion;  piU*  72 ;   tongue  dean. 


dreased  the  leg  nightly  for  several  months     She  has  an  ulcer  24  tnchea  long,  by  1|  incb 
with  email  pieoea  of  adheaive  pkster  hod     broad,  on  outer  side  of  right  foot;  edges  of 


across  sorea  tons  irregular  and  elevated ;  foot  swollen, 

Ut.t.»£B.,o.on.HUbt.KLPU».j.  J^^lgf  lo^lTLtr^^r' b':;^ 

om.  noct.  which  she  recdved  ten  weeks  ago.      She  haa 

24th.     Sorea  greatly  improved,   are  dis-     been  using 

diaiging  hialthy  pus,  and  are  granulatmg  jj,^^^  OLUni.  c.  Aq.   Calda.   and 

rapidly;  mflammatory   appearance  of  sk  pooltioes  of  bread.          ^ 

around  sores  gone,  as  is  also  pam.    Cont.  .  I"        xt*«.    * 4.  m      ^  ^s.  *.         a 

27th.    Soi^ciclitmiiig.  linearly  r«d»»l  A.WNrt.  Ardent  Ulc  et  iit.t.   mod. 

one-half  in  size ;  no  pain.     Cont.  ^   ^' 

Sept.  2d.    The  three  small  sores  healed ;  Feb.  2d.     Redness  and  awelling  of  foot 

large  one  nearly  so.     Cont.  nearly  gone ;  pain  relieved ;  edges  reduced, 

lOtii.     Sore  healed.  and  sore  granulating  healthily ;  is  able  to  vralk 

CAai  rv. — Feb.  22,  1838.     A.  B.,    a  shout.     Cont. 

healthy-looking  man,  set.  30  years,  by  trade  8th.     Sore  haa  dcatrised,  except  about 

a  baker  :    tongue  white  and  furred ;   pulse  the  size  of  a  shilling,  which  b  healttiy ;  pain 

86 ;  appetite  indifferent.  On  posterior  aspect  ia  totally  gone. 

of  right  leg,  over  the  gastrocnemii  muscles,  16th.     Ulcer  healed, 

are  two  ulcerated  apota  of  an  oval  ahape,  Casb  VI. — ^Aprill,  1840.    Mrs.  6.,  set. 

aeparated  by  a  narrow  band  of  integument ;  80  years,  of  a  lenoophlegmatic  appearance : 

do  not  communicate ;  each  about  4^  inches  pulse  90  ;  tongue  furred.   Has  had  an  angry 

in  circumference ;  edges  irregular,  and  anr«  looking  ulcer,  abcmt  the  size  of  a  shilling,  on 

laces  covered  with  a  black  thm  foetid  matter,  outer  aide  of  dorsum  of  right  foot,  an  inch 

which  ia  copiooaly  diadiarged.     On  inner  from  lower  margin  of  external   malleolms ; 

aide  of  ^g,  in  a  liiie  with  thoe,  there  is  ano*  anrfaee  of  sore  dark  colour ;  slight  diachaige 

ther  nicer  rather  less,  but  of  the  same  irritable  of  saniea;    surrounding  skin  inflamed  and 

iqppearance  as  the  others ;  akin  around  aorea  tender ;  vdna  of  ankle  and  foot  vaiiooae. 

to  the  extent  of  six  inchea,  of  a  very  deep  red  Sore  of  two  months'  duration,  andia  exceed- 

ofrimur,  exceedingly  painftd  when  touched^  ingly  painfbl,  particularly  at  ni|^t. 

hg  swollen  i  he  ia  unable  to  stand  from  ex-  Curat.  Ulc.  mod.  Baynton,  et  habt  W. 

oessive  pam ;    bowela  said  to  be  coative.  pium.  om.  noct 

About  a  year  ago  a  varicose  vein  bant  and  i, .       o               11. 

dischacged  a  considerable  quantity  of  bk>od;  _f^    Sore  greaUy  better;    pain  gone; 

this  waa  succeeded  by  the  two  ulcerated  spots  ndnemiiMyno,    Cont. 

on  back  of  leg;  the  other  sore  made  its  ap-  21st.     Sore  healed;    mtfynmokta  have 

pearance  about  eight  months  since.    Haa  «»wn«*  their  natural  appearance, 

undergone,  previous  to  appearance  of  present  Cont.  fascia,  aed.  intermitt.  alia. 

oomiJMirt,  .everd  conr«.  of  merely  for  Cas.  Vll.-Sept.  15, 1839.    J.  C. -t. 

f"^.  }^L^..,f^}^.  "°"°"^  24  yeui,  •  rtOBt  Higjiund  girt,  of  dark 

T^TTi^  2^   ~?   1        '  r*^'  complexion,  nther  abore  ordinary  atatnre  . 

fined  to  b^  by  one  medu»l  >»b  for  tine  ton^dean;  puke  76;  appetiteVood.   On 

*«*••  '>*  ■»  ""P"""—*.  riglTleg.  OT«  gartrodUnSi  mua^  there 

Utat.  mod*  Baynton,  et  habt.  Pil.  Plum.  ^^^  two  round-shaped  ulcers  about  size  of  a 

om.  noct.  et  bibat  Decoct.  Sarsse  Ibss.  dulling,  quarter  of  an  inch  deep,  edges  cal- 

b-  ^-  lous,  and  a  dark  foetid  matter  is  discharged 

25th.    Sores  were  very  palnfVd  fbr  about  fh>m  them.  On  each  side  of  inner  maUeolns 

fifteen  minutes  after  two  first  dressings,  but  there  are  two  othen,  much  larger  and  deeper, 

wasfreefhimitatthelaat  Great  improvement  of  a  darker  aspect,  and  discharging   foetid 

In  sores ;  pain  nearly  gone ;  integuments  re-  matter ;  leg  and  foot  much  swollen  ;  inte- 

aumingthetr  natural  appearance;  sores  granu-  guments  aU  around  sores  of  a  dark  red  ap« 
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peannce ;  Tery  tender  and  painful ;  as  ia  alao  bowela  regular ;  catamenia  has  not  yet  made 

sores,  which  are  of  seven  months'  duration ;  its  appearance.     About  eight  days  ago  her 

Bowels  said  to  be  regular ;  but  has  had  no  leg  came  in  contact  with  a  piece  of  wood ; 

catamenial  discharge  for  the  last  six  months ;  the  cuticle  was  abraded,  and  the  present  sore 

is  not  pregnant.     Has  been  using  a  bandage  is  the  result, 

and  some  ointment  to  sores,  without  any  Curat,  ulc.  mod.  Baynton. 

^^*  10th.    Sore  looks  much  better ;  discharge 

Curat  ulc.  mod.  Baynton  m.  s.  et  habt.  less  foetid  and  more -purulent;  surrounding 

Pil.  Plum.  om.  noot.  inflammation  nearly  gonCi  as  is  also  cedema ; 

18th.     Sores  on  upper  part  of  leg  are  P«™  mitigated.     Cont. 
healing  rapidly ;  those  on  ankle  are  looking  ^^^^     ^^  granulating  in  a  healthy  man- 
much  better ;  surrounding  redness  and  swell-  "o^*  P"^  ■»<*  tenderness  gone.     Cont. 
ing  completely  gone ;  has  had  no  pain  since  22nd.     Sore  healed, 
second  dressing  (16th).     Cont.  Casb  X.—  June  19, 1839.  J.  B.,  Kt.  19,  a 

26th.    Two  upper  sores  healed;   others  "tout  lad;  on  right  leg,  about  its  middle,  tiiere 

greatly  improved ;  reduced  nearly  to  one-half  >■  *  ^^^  unhealthy  ulcer  on  the  inner  edge  of 

their  extent.     Cont.  ^Wa,  about  the  sise  of  a  half-crown  piece, 

Oct.  14th.     Sores  healed;  catamenia  re-  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  one- eighth  in 

turned  about  six  days  after.  depth  ;   dischaige  dark,   thin,  and  of  very 

Case  VIII.— Nov.   3,1839.     J.  M*L.,  offensive  smell.   Around  edges  of  sore  (which 
«t.  42  years,  a  stout  man  of  middle  stature ;  *«  elevated  and  callous)  integuments  disco- 
dark  complexion  ;  by  trade  a  calico-printer ;  loured  ;  red,  and  at  some  spots  livid  ;  sore 
pnlw  66 ;  tongue  clean ;  appetite  gM>d ;  has  paiuful ;  it  is  the  consequence  of  a  scratch 
on  inner  aspect  of  left  leg,  two  mches  from  received  from  a  naU  about  eight  months  ago. 
malleolus,  an  ulcer  of  an  oval  shape ;  size,  an  General  health  in  ifferent ;  tongue  iurred ; 
inch  and   a   half   in   circumference,    five-  V^'^  70 ;  bowels  reguUr. 
eighths  of  an  inch  deep ;  surface  dark,  and  Curat,  ulc.  mod.  Baynton,  et  habt.  Pil. 
exudes  a  thin  discharge  of  a  very  offensive  Plum.  j.  om.  secund.  noct.    * 
smeU;   edges  irregular  and  caUous;    sur-  20di.     Sore  looks  better ;  discharge  is  de- 
rounding  sUn  of  a  dark  red  oobur ;  painful  creawd,  and  has  assumed  a  more  purulent 
when  pressed;  considerable  swelling  of  lower  diaracCer;    surrounding  discoloration  less; 
third  of  leg;  and  some  of  the  veins  enlaiged,  p^in  greatly  relieved.     Cont. 
though  not  to  any  great  extent;  pain  of  sore  22nd.     Sore   continues  to  improve ;    ia 
very  severe,  particularly  at  night;   bowels  flUing  up  with  healthy  granulations.  Cont. 
said  to  be  regular ;  ulcer  commenced  about  j^^n.  19. 1838.     Sore  healed, 
three  months  since  ;  he  has  used  a  great  va-  Cabb  XI.— Sept.  6, 1838.   Jas.  S.,  ttt.  62 
riety  of  omtments  without  benefit.  The  same  yg^rs,  a  stout  old  man,  by  trade  a  carpenter ; 
place  ulcerated  about  eighteen  months  ago,  h^  ig  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  andis 
and  was  healed  in  about  six  months  by  ap-  Me  to  follow  his  occupation.     Pulse  70 ; 
plication  of  tongue  white.    On  the  internal  and  posterior 

NitrasArgent,andCerato.utat.mod.Bayn-  „pect  of  left  leg,  five  inches  from  head  of 

ton,  et  habt.  PiL  Plum.  j.  om.  noct.  tibia,  there  is  a  luge  excavated  ulcer  of  an 

5th.    P^  gone;    skin  around  sore  has  oval  shape,  eleven  inches  and  a  half  in  cir- 

loat  ito  inflamed  appearance ;  healthy  look-  cumference ;  edges  ragged,  elevated,  and  cal- 

ing  grenulations  springing  up  on  sur&ce  of  Jqus;  surfcce  of  sore  of  a  very  unhealthy 

sore;  discharge  is  now  of  a  healthy  charac-  appearance;  discharge  thin  and  acrid,  abrad- 

ter  ;  swelling  nearly  gone.    Cont.  j^g  surrounding  cuticle ;    deptifc  variea  fti>m 

9th.     Granulations  are   now  level   with  ith  of  an  inch  to  one  inch ;  around  drcum- 

edgM  of  aore,  which  is  dcatriied  to  a  conai-  ference  of  sore,  an  inch  in  breadth,  the  integu- 

derable  extent ;  no  pam.  ,nente  are  hard  and  red,  and  painfVil  to  the 

12th.     Sore  healing  rapidly.     Cont.  ^uch ;  surrounding  skin  of  a  fiery  appear. 

2 1st.     Sore  healed.  anoe^  imd  abraded  at  several  pointa ;  hesnffers 

Cont.  fiuc.  aed  intermitt.  alia.  great  pain  from  sore ;  bowels  costive.     Sore 


penny. «id hdf»fachdeqpjb««  obtidiied'i  tempoitry  benefit,  whilt  otfaen 

suriaoe  of  sore  of  a  dark  brownish  appear-  ,    ,       ^^    S\    '             ' 

ance;    it  dischaiges  a  thin  foetid  mi^:  t»d  no  good  effect.                    ^  ^  ^    «, 

around  sore  the  skin  to  the  extent  of  twelve  Curat,  ulc.  mod.  Baynton,  et  habt.  PiL 

inches  in  drcumferenoe  is  of  a  deep  red  Pln»«  J-  om.  noct. 

colour;  is  slightly  oedematous;  ankle  and  foot  7th.     Feela  sore  easier;  redness  of  skin 

swollen  andoed  matous ;  pain  of  sore  intense;  less.     Cont. 
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6th.    ConfiderabloiinproTemeiit;  edgetof  hands,  from  usinff  the  mode  of  dresain^ 

sore  leM  elevated ;  fome  healthy  grahula-  ulcers  recommended  by  Mr.  Baynton. 
tioDB  making  their  appearance  at  its  bottom ;        To  explain  at  any  length  the  method 

sore  less  in  size ;  circumference  ten  inches,  of  this  celebrated  surgeon,  may  seem 

^?J5*,      „              ,   .     ,        .^  „       ,.  to  some  superfluous.     It  is,  however, 
12th.     Sore  granulatmg  beautifully ;  dis-  „y  decided  conviction,  that  the  ma- 
charge  healthy ;  no  pain ;  circumference  is  j^^j    ^f  practitioners  are  either  igno- 

now  eight  mches.     Cont.  l««*v^^;*.  ^r.«  a^  «y**  •^,,*  u  ;•,♦«  ^««..^^^ 

rtAlir     cs  1    nil  J  •«.!.  u    ii.1-  rant  or  it,  or  do  not  put  it  into  practice. 

20tt,     Soreneary  fiUed  op  wi^hejlthy  j,     Hannay,  of  GlLgow,  is  the  only 

granulations;    is   cicatrizing  round    edges.  ~r  %.     ,      ^*  a:  I^t  '••xv     *    '■"'^  v«*jr 

qqj^^^  ^^  medical  man  that  I  either  have  seen 

29th.    Cicatrization  going  on   rapidly ;  ^^"f  ^^   ^r  heard  recommending  its 

sore  not  half  its  original  size.    Cont.  emplovment.      If  the  present  article 

Oct.  10.    About  the  size  of  a  shilling  is  should  fall  under  his  observation,    I 

all  that  remains  to  be  healed.    Cont.  trust  it  will  cause  him  to  publish  hia 

21.    Sore  healed.  extensive  experience  on  the  subject. 

Cont.  fasc.  sed  intermitt.  aUa.  No  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  thia 

CA8.XII.  June  8,  1839.  M.  M«F.,  admirable  plan  m  some  of  the  most 
at.  21  years,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  stout  ^P^''^  P^^i^**^^?^?*  ««  sur^ry.  In 
make;  has  on  dorsum  of  ri^ht  foot  two  ^'^^rs  "Pracbcal  Surgery,^'  and  m 
deeply  ulcerated  spots  of  an  oval  shape,  each  oums  "Principles  of  Surgery,  it  is 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  cireum-  ^^t  mentioned.  Both  the  authors  re- 
ference;  irregular,  elevated,  and  callous  mar-  commend  the  use  of  a  bandage  and 
gins.  There  is  a  third  sor«  on  outer  side  of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  in  indolent 
malleolus;  it  measures  in  circumference  seven  ulcers,  in  the  manner  described  by 
inches,  and  on  outside  of  leg,  about  two  and  Baynton ;  but  they  overlook  the  most 
a  half  inches  from  head  of  fibula,  there  is  important  part  of  his  system,  viz.  the 
another,  which  is  not  quite  so  large  as  the  application  of  cold  water,  which,  in  my 
last.  Surface  of  sores  is  covered  with  a  opinion,  is  of  the  greatest  moment  to 
brownish  layer  of  matter ;  discharge  dark-  our  success,  as,  without  it,  in  many 
coloured  and  foetid;  integuments  imme-  instances  of  irritable  sores,  the  plaster 
diately  around  wres  hard  and  unyielding,  ^nd  bandage  wiU  prove  injurious.  Mr, 
and  for  a  considerable  space  they  are  m-  phiHips,  In  his  excellent  Lectures 
flamed  and  painful  to  the  touch ;  is  unable  ^„  C3„«JL ««  i»f^i«^  ^,,ki;o1«a.i  :«  *u^ 
to  attend  hUwork  from  pain.  Pal.e  76  j  ??  Surgenr,  lately  published  m  the 
tongae clean ;  appetite  good j  boweb  regul  Mkdical  Gazette,  m  speakjngof  the 
lar.  Ulcers  of  two  yeaA'  duration ;  are  the  Jf!**^?"*  of  vancose  urcere,  oWves, 
consequence  of  a  severe  bum ;  were  at  first  ."  «  "y  pving  support  that  the  strap- 
diessed  with  Pii>S  system  of  Baynton,  and  others. 
Liniment  Ol.  Lini.  c.  Aq.  Cdds.  Pfocures  the  rapid  cicafcrization  of  these 

,,  .  .  .,_      :    .         ,        .  .  ulcere :  but  although  the  cure  is  rapid. 

He  has  used  different  ointments,  and  has  j^e  relapse  is  also  rapid.    Baynton  was 

aUo  got  them  dre««d  with  sm^l  piece,  of  accustomed  to  apply  the  straps  com- 

r„^^    Nt^J.T'J^-.lJ^r^^  Pleteb-  round  the  limbs,  com^eneine 

applied.    Nitras.  argent,  was  also  freely  used,  '^     •   •'i_  »    i  j       *     j«  •     P 

but  no  benefit  followed  any  of  these  means.  »!»  ^nch  below,  and  extending  an  incfi 

Curat.  Ulcus.  Mod.  Baynton,  et  habt.  Pil.  a^^^ve,  the  ulcer,  and  now  and  then  they 

Plum.  om.  noct.  were  intended  to  act  hke  hgatures;  at 

12th.     Sores  have  now  assumed  a  healthy  present,  when  this  means  is  employed, 

aspect;  arefilling  up  with  florid  granulations;  the  strap  only  mrtiallv  surrounds  the 

pain  gone,  as  is  also  elevation  and  hardness  limb.     .     •     .     £ven  then  it  will  often 

of  edges ;  is  at  his  work  (bleaching  calico),  irritate  the  skin.*'    (Vide  Medical  Ga- 

17th.     Continues  to  improve;  cicatrization  zette,  vol.  xxv.,  N.  S.,  p.  424.) 
has  commenced.    Cont.  In  this  Quotation  we  nave  sufficient 

20th.     Sores  on  dorsum  of  foot  healed  j  evidence  that  the  Bayntonian  system 

the  others  cicatrizing  rapidly.     Cont.  ig  fast  falling  into  disuse ;  nay,  that 

26th.     Sores  on  upper  part  of  leg  well ;  guch  is  already  the  case.      I  hold  that 

Aat  on  ankle  is  now  the  size  of  a  sUpence.  it  ig  unfair  to  blame  it  with  procuring 

?*i    «     *.      1.    1  J        •  ,  .       *  only  a  temporary  cure,  when,  accord- 

rm^  «V  ^^'V^^f  I  ?"Jy  complains  of  ^     \^  the   Lecturer's  own  showing. 

a  httle  stiffness  of  ankle.jomt.  ^j^|  ^^^^  ^^^^^  consideration  is  not 

The  preceding  cases  may  be  consi-  properly  applied.    The  object  which 

dered  as  affording  a  fair  example  of  the  Baynton  had  in  view,  in  applying  the 

results  which  have  taken  place  in  my  straps  around  the  limb,  was  to  procure 
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a  small  and  fine  cicatrix,  in  order  to  and  view  it  as  merely  applicable  to  the 
obviate  the  dcmger  of  a  relapse.    Again,  urea  of  indolent  sores ;    or  in  cases 
we  have*  no  mention  made  of  the  cold  where  all  inflammatory  appearance  has 
water,  which  would,  without  doubt,  de-  been    subdued.*     S.  Cooper,    Bums, 
stroy  the  irritation  of  the  skin  alluded  Lizars,  and  many  others,  affirm  that 
to.    Thus  we  observe  that  two  of  the  depletion,  poultices,  and  absolute  retit, 
parts  of  Mr.  Baynton's  plan  are  now  are  essential  to  the  cure  of  irritable  or 
become  obsolete — the  very  steps  which  inflamed  sores.     The  cases  which   I 
were  peculiarly  his  own.    The  third  have    related    I   think   at  least   will 
particular,  namely,  the  application  of  show  that  such  does  not  always  hold 
a  bandage,  cannot  be  called  his  dis-  gpod ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
covery.  sixnple  plan  which  I  have  used  is  quite 
Baynton's  system  consists  of  three  sufficient  to  eflfect  a  cure,  and,  at  the 
parts: — First,  straps  of  adhesive  plaster  same  time,  to  allow  the  patient  to  fol- 
from  two  to  three  inches  broad,  and  of  low  his  usual  avocation, 
sufficient  length  to  surround  the  limb,  In  the  absence  of  all  practical  expe- 
and  to  overlap  a  few  inches.     These  rience  on  the  matter,  the  system  strikes 
straps  are  to   be  applied  by  placing  us  as  admirably  suited  for  "irritable 
the  centre  of  the  strap  exactly  opposite  ulcers,"  which  differ  chiefly  from  thosa 
the  ulcer,  over  which  the  free  ends  are  of  an  indolent  nature  in  an  inflamma- 
to  be  crossed,  pulling  them  as  tight  as  tory  state  of  the  integuments,  with  in- 
the  feelings  of  the  patient  will  permit,  filtration  into  the    adjoining  cellular 
The  first  strap  is  to  be  placed  a  little  substance.     No  better  means  can  be 
below  the  lower  margin  of  the  sore;  employed  to  remove  these  conditions 
the  second  is  to  overlap  it  a  little ;  the  than  the  bandage  and  cold  water.   1  he 
thirdto  overlap  the  second  a  little;  and  pressure    removes    the   inflammatioL, 
.    so  on  till  the  ulcer  is  completely  co-  empties  and  supports  the  overloaded 
vered :  a  soft  piece  of  cloth  is  then  to  ana  enfeebled  capillaries.     The  cold 
be  placed  over  ulcer ;  but  I  frequently  water  is  a  powerful  agent  in  the  re- 
dispense  with  this.    Secondly,  a  ban-  moval  of  the  cutaneous  inflammation ; 
dage  is  to  be  applied,  from  the  extre-  by  decreasing  the  high  temperature  of 
mity  of  the  limo  to  the  articulation  tne  part,  it  produces  a  sedative  efl*ect. 
above  sore.    Thirdly,  this  bandage  is  But  these  are  not  the  only  benefits  de- 
to  be  kept  constantly  wet  with  cold  rived  from  the  bandage  and  water ; 
water.    The  dressing  to  be  changed  they  also  act  as  stimulants  to  the  ulcer, 
every  day,  or  every  second  day,  accord-  and  thus  establish  a  new  and  healthy 
in^  to  the  Quantity  of  discharge  and  action  in  the  sore,  which  is  at  the  same 
imtability  or  ulcer.*  Such,  then,  is  the  time  kept  constantly  clean.    I  humbly 
Bayntonian. system,  which,  when  pro-  submit,  if  this  be  not  as  rational  a^lau 
perly  applied,  is  competent  to  cure,  to  remove  the  inflammatory  condition 
i  I               speedily  and  effectually,  the  irritable  which  surrounds  these  ulcers,  as  either 
[                  or  influned,  and  the  varicose,  as  well  as  leeching  or  poulticing ;  and  then  it  has 
the  indolent  or  callous  ulcer ;   proper  this  very  great  advantage,    that  the 
attention,  of  course,  being  paid  to  the  patient  can  walk  about  during  the  time 
'                  improvement  of  the  general  health — a  nis  sore  is  healing. 
i                 tine  qua  mm  in  ever}r  plan  of  treatment.  In  the  treatment  of  ulcers  there  is 
I  trust  the  cases  whicn  I  have  narrated  one  point  of  great  importance,  viz.  to 
in  the  preceding  pages  will  tend  to  obtain  a  smuL  and  nrm  cicatrix,  in 
prove  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  order  to  prevent  a  relapse.     In  the  plan 
In  selecting  the  cases  firom  my  notes,  under  consideration  we  have  a  most 
I    chose   chiefly    those  which    come  powerful  means  of  effecting  this  desira^ 
r                  under  the  denomination  of  *•  irritable  ble  object,  in  the  strapping  with  adhe- 
f                  ulcers,"  and  those  that  are  called  vari-  sive  plaster.      At  each  (U'essing    the 
cose ;  because  even  the  authors  who  edges  of  the  sore  are  brought  nearer 
speak  most  highly  of  Baynton's  plan  together,  to  a  degree  which  no  other 
consider  it  inadmissible  in  the  treat-  plan  can  effect.     This   drawing  also 
ment   of  ulcers    of   this    description,  promotes  cicatrization,  as  must  be  evi- 
dent  from  taking  a  glance  at  the  mau- 

*  VWe  I)«icriDtire  Arconnt  of  t  new  method     • 

oftreatinir  old  Ulcere  of  the  Letrs.    Sod  Edition,  *  See  Cooper's  Sunrical  Pictiooary,  Article 

ITM ;  and  aloo  Article  "  Ulcer,"  in  Cooper'i  "  Ulcer,"  and  hii  First  Unea  of  Surgery,  p.  74— 

Surgical  Dictionary.  77.    Sixth  Edition,  loJS. 

684.— XXVII.                           •  2  P 
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ncr  in  which  this  process  is  performed,  gummed  on  the  head  of  the  bumenis. 

The    above   circumstance    makes  the  But  the  other  day,  in  making  a  |>er- 

system    well  calculated    for    varicose  pendicular  section  of  the  knee-joint» 

ulcers,  in  which  cases  I  order  the  ban-  similar  to  what  is  delineated  in    Dr. 

dage   to    be   worn  after   the   ulcer  is  Todd's  Cyclopeedia    (Articulation),    I 

healed  (sec  Cases  IV.  VI.  VIII.)     The  accidentally  got  a  beautiful  view  of  the 

more  that  we  consider  the  system,  the  structure  of  the  cartilaginous  crust  of 

more  we  are  struck  with  its  philosophic  the  patella.     I   had  maae  a  perpendi- 

character.      A  more  scientific  piece  of  cular  section  of  this  bone  from  the  front, 

practice   does   not   obtain    witiiin  the  and  having  stopped  sawing  just  at  the 

whole  range  of  surgery.     In  the  ban-  cartilage,  I  tore  the  two  pieces  asunder, 

da^e  and  cold  water  we  have  the  most  The  perpendicular  fibres  of  the  carti- 

rational  means  of  removing  the  in  flam-  lage  were  now  beautifully  seen, 

matory   action    which    is    established  Perhaps  this  notice  may  be  accepta- 

round  the  sore,  aggravating  the  process  ble  to  your  anatomical  readers,  as  I  have 

of  ulceration,  and  preventing  a  cure,  not  seen  this  method  of  demonstrating 

We  have  also  their  stimulating  effects  tlie  cartilages  described  in  any  of  the 

upon  the  sore  itself;  and  thirdly,  by  works  on  the  subject. — I  am,  sir, 

the  plaster  we  can  lessen  most  effec-  Your  obedient  servant, 

tually  the  size  of  the  cicatrix.  James  Douglas. 

Cases  V.  and  XII.  are  instances  of  ass,  GeoT^e  street,  Glasjfow, 

bums.  ^  I  have  treated  several  severe  !>«:.  3i,  1840. 
cases  of  this  kind  with  equal  success. 
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ulcers  arising  from  bums,  treated  by  

the    bandage    and   strap    applied  as 

Baynton  directed,  with  the  most  asto-  To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

nishing  results*.     He  does  not,  how-  gj,^ 

ever  seem  to  have  used  the  cold  AV'^te^  j..^  following  case  of  recovery  after 

which    would    to    a    certainty    have  j                 j  «f  considerable  porfious  of 

shortened  the  duration  of  his  cas^,  t,,e  cmnium.  with  loss  of  substance  of 

and  relieved  the  suflcnngs  of  his  pa-  ^^^  ^^^j^  (occurring  in  the  practice  of 

Tn^conclusion,   I  would  merely  re-  l^^'  Lawrence,  of  firighton),  may  not 

mark,  that  if  the  system  of  Ba/nton  be  considered  unworthy  a  place  in  your 

'            1            J    1            ,   -,1,  Widely  Circulated  journal. — I  am,  sir, 

were  properly  practised,  we  would  be  >      Your  obedient  servant, 

saved  the  sight  of   those    dis^ist  ng  Edmund  J.  Fibner. 
sores    which    meet    the    eye    m    the 

wards    of  our  public   hospitals,    and  Brij?hton,  Dec.  25.  isw. 

the  opprobria  medicorum  would  be  de-  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  25th  of 

prived  of  one  of  their  most  fertile  con-  last  April,  Mr.  Lawrence  waa  summoned 

tnbutors.  by  Mr.  Camac,  surgeon,  of  Seaford,  to 

._._ meet  him  in  consultation  upon  a  case 

^«,r«^  ^«  ^.^^^w  .^T.  of  fractured  skull.     He  arrived  about 

STRUCTURE  OF  CARTILAGE.  ^^.^^^^  ^,^^^y^  ^^  nj  l,^^  n^y^elf  and  his 

son  accompanying  nim,  when  we  Te- 

To  the  Editw  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ceived   the   follov^-ing  account   of  the 

Sir,  case  : — The  patient,  William  Coombs, 

We  have  U-en  taught  since  the  days  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  employ  of 

William  Hunter,  that  articular  carti-  the  Rev.  James  Camegie,  residing  at 

lage  consists  of  fibres  placed  perpcndi-  Seaford,  about  six  hours  before  om  ar- 

culartothcsurfaceofthebone;anditis  rival  had  been  thrown  from  a  horee 

well  known  that  if  the  articular  end  of  a  "pon  a  hard  road,  and  struck  by   the 

bone  be  macerated  carefully  for  a  suffi-  l^orse's  feet  on  the  left  side  of  the  head, 

cientlength  of  time,  its  cartilage  ^-ill  be-  He  was  taken  up  m  a  state  of  insensi- 

come  really  soft  and  velvety.  I  have  been  bility,  and  removed  to  his  father  s  house, 

in  the  habit  of  illustrating  this  to  my  where  Mr.  Caniac  found  hun,  perfectly 

class,  by  having  a  bit  of  white  velvet  insensible,  with  a  very  feeble  pulse, 

1 z. — and  dilated  pupils.    Upon  examining 

♦  Vide  Revue  M«icaiie.FrMcmiBeetEtrmrer,  ^j^g  h^^d  there  was  discovered  an  ex- 

Jul^umet.l8a5;orBnt..n<JFar.IU^.Voi.,.  ^^^^.^^   laceration   of  the  scalp,   with 
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fracture  and  depression  of  the  temporal  addition  of  fifteen  minims  of  antimonial 

and  parietal  bones,  to  a  very  considera-  wine  to  each  dose  every   four  hours, 

ble    extent,    involving   the   squamous  The  head  to  be  shaved,  and  the  cold 

suture.  lotion  applied. 

Mr.  Camac,  after  removing  two  small  4th. — Passed  a  good  night,  and  all  the 

loosepiecesof  fractured  bone,  requested  symptoms  decidedly  relieved:  bowels 

that  Mr.  Lawrence  might  be  sent  for,  freely  moved;  pain  in  the  head  much 

the  case  being  one  of  extreme  danger,  abated ;    pulse  94,  and  soft ;  skin  more 

Mr.  Lawrence,  having  enlarged  the  comfortable  :  a  small  blister  to  be  ap- 
woimd  of  the  scalp,  w'as  enabled,  by  the  plied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  con- 
aid  of  the  elevator,  to  remove  five  pieces  tinue  the  mixture  every  six  hours, 
more  of  depressed  bone,  some  of  which.  From  this  time  he  continued  to  im- 
from  being  driven  into  the  brain,  had  prove :  the  wound  was  daily  dressed 
forced  a  considerable  quantity  of  cere-  with  spermaceti  ointment ;  the  hair 
bral  substance,  leaving  a  cavity,  into  being  kept  closely  cut.  The  granula- 
which  the  finger  could  be  passed  to  tions  rapidljr  formed,  and  after  a  few 
the  depth  of  an  inch  or  more :  during  wa*eks  dressings  were  discontinued  for 
the  o[>eration  the  patient  cried  out  straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  the  oc- 
lustily,  but  became  more  sensible  after  casional  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
it  was  completed,  and  soon  fell  into  a  silver,  the  cold  lotion  being  continued, 
natural  sleep.  The  wound  was  carefully  The  pain  in  the  head  having  subsided, 
dresed  by  Mr.  Camac,  who  has  favoured  and  tne  appetite  returned  to  its  natural 
me  with  the  subsequent  repor^of  the  standard,  a  more  generous  diet  was 
case,  and  on  whose  skilful  management  allowed,  wath  the  moderate  use  of  exer- 
the  successful  result  must  have  greatly  else  in  the  open  air. 
depended.  November. — The  wound  has  been  for 

April  26th,  nine  o'clock,  a.m. — The  several  weeks  healed,  but  he  wears,  as 

patient  is  sensible,  and  complains  of  a  protection  to  the  part,  a  plaster  com- 

pain  in  the  head ;  reaction  has  taken  posed  of  equal  parts  of  adhesive  and 

Slace;    pulse   100;   skin  hot ;    bowels  soap  plaster,  and  is  directed  to  take  an 

ave  not  been  opened;  eight  leeches  .occasional asperient,  avoidingallstimu- 

to  be  applied  to  the  forehead :  to  take  lating  diet.     His  health  and  strength 

four  grains  of  calomel  directly,  and  an  are  perfectly  restored,  and  his  intellects 

ounce  of  castor-oil  after  an  hour,  with  not  at  all  impaired. 
a  dose  of  mixture  (containing  a  solution 
of  Epsom  salts)  every  four  hours ;  cold 

lotion  to  be  constantly  applied  to  the  DISLOCATION    OP  THE   TIBIA 

head;  low  diet.  INWARDS            ^ 

Five   o'clock    p.m.  —  Bowels  freely  „,^„  ^„„  *«.,.». ^.,„n    .««  „. .^^w,.. 

3          •.i_             i>    t.^    •                               X  •  WITH    THE   A8T&AOALU9,   AND     FBACTUBB 

moved,  wnth  a  slight  improvement  m  ^^  ^^^  fibula. 

all  the  other  symptoms.  

27th. — Has  passed  a  good  night,  and 

is  decidedly  better  to-day :  pain  in  the  ^  *^  ^^^^  ^f^^  Medical  Gazette. 

head  partially  relieved ;  pulse  96;  skin  Sir, 

cooler :  the  wound  looking  favourably :  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to 
to  have  six  leeches  to  the  forehead,  and  you  the  follow  ing  case,  in  the  hope  it 
continue  the  mixture  and  lotion  as  yes-  may  be  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to 
terday.  The  above  treatment  was  con-  merit  insertion  in  your  journal.  I  have 
tinned  with  but  slight  alteration  up  to  refrained  from  entering  into  any  length- 
the  3d  of  May;  the  patient  gradu-  ened  statements  upon  the  case,  content- 
ally  improving.  ing  myself  with  simply  recording  the 

May  3d.— The  symptoms  to-day  have  facts,  partly  as  they  were  related  to  me, 
assumed  a  more  unfavourable  charac-  and  partly  from  my  own  personal  ob- 
ter,  from  the  lad  not  being  kept  suffi-  servation.— I  remain,  sir, 
ciently  quiet.    He  complains  of  darting  Your  obedient  servant, 
pains  in  the  head  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  R.  G.  Coombe. 
pulse   100;    the   bowels   open,  with  a  Newcastle,  StaffbnUhire, 
nealthy  dischai^e  from  the  wound.  To  '        ^^^'  *^»  ^^*^- 
be  bled  in  the  arm  to  six  ounces ;  to  Robert  Middleditch,  aet.  24,  on  De- 
take  four  grains  of  calomel  directly ;  cember  the  5th,  fell  off  the  vat  in  the 
and  continue  the  mixture,   with   the  brewery  of  Messrs.  Combe,  Delafield, 
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and  Co. ;  a  height  of  sixty  feet.  His  to  allow  extension  to  be  made  princi- 
fall  was  unbroken,  and  he  cannot  de-  pally  from  that  point.  1  his  was  ac- 
scribe  the  manner  in  which  he  alighted,  cordingly  done,  and  on  the  following 
as  regards  the  position  of  the  injured  day  the  pulleys  were  again  applied  by 
foot.  Almost  immediately  after  the  Mr.  Hancock' and  Mr.  Guthrie,  and 
accident  he  was  conveyed  to  the  Cha-  jrradually  increased  extension  haWng 
ring  Cross  Hospital,  and  notwithstand-  been  steadily  maintained  for  upwards 
ing  the  verj^  snort  space  of  time  that  of  an  hour,  the  dislocation  was  reduced. 
haS  elapsed  from  the  receipt  of  the  in-  Sloughing  of  the  integuments  over  the 
jury,the  swelling  which  haa supervened  inner  anxlc  subsequently  took  place, 
was  very  considerable.  The  nature  of  exposing  that  apophysis.  This  ca^e 
the  accident  was,  however,  easily  iis-  1  believe  to  be  the  only  one  of  a  simi- 
cemible.  There  was  a  remarkable  pro-  lar  nature  on  record.  I  have  in  vain 
jection  at  the  inner  side  of  the  ankle-  searched  numerous  surgical  works,  and 
joint,  evidently  caused  by  the  disloca-  have  made  inquiries  of  many  profes- 
tion  of  the  tibia  and  the  astragalus,  with  sional  men  of  considerable  experience, 
the  lower  fragments  of  the  fibula  at-  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  exist- 
tached  to  them ;  all  the  bones  holding  ence  of  a  parallel  one.  It  seems  to  me 
their  relative  position  to  each  other,  as  to  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  give  any 
was  evidenced  by  the  ability  to  perform  explanation,  in  an  anatomical  point  of 
flexion  and  extension  of  the  foot  with  view,  how  such  an  accident  could  occur, 
toleraf»le  ease.  A  corresponding  de-  when  we  consider  the  great  depth  of 
pression  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  the  articuUition  between  the  astragalus 
foot  existed,  and  aoout  three  inches  and  the  scaphoid  bones;  the  great  num- 
above  this  point  the  fibula  was  frac-  ber,  strengtn,  and  elasticity  of  the  liga- 
tured. The  inner  side  of  the  foot  was  ments  connecting  the  bones  engaged  in 
slightly  inclined  towards  the  ground,  this  dislocation ;  and  the  very  beauti- 
and  the  sole  turned  upwards  and  out-  ful  and  excellent  provision  amnst  se- 
wards  to  the  same  extent.      ^  paration  of  the  bones  of  the  foot  from 

Immediately  upon  the  patient  being  each  other,  derived  from  the  arch  which 
brought  into  the  hospital  several  per-  these  bones  collectively  form.  It  is  true 
sevennff  attempts  were  made  by  Mr.  it  may  be  said  that  the  very  great  vio- 
HancocK  to  reauce  the  dislocation  in  lence  which  would  be  applied  by  a  fall 
the  usual  way,  due  attention  being  from  so  great  a  height  as  sixty  feet, 
paid  to  the  reLixation  of  the  great  mus-  aided  perhaps  by  some  particular  posi- 
cles  of  the  calf,  without  success.  The  tion  or  the  root  as  the  patient  came  in 
limb  was  then  placed  in  a  comfortable  contact  wuth  the  ground,  might  rupture 
positi^,  a  few  leeches  being  applied,  all  the  ligaments  connecting  the  tibia, 
which  were  followed  by  cold  lotions;  the  fibula,  and  the  astragalus, to  the  os 
and  as  the  patient  was  accustomed  to  calcis  and  the  scaphoid  bones :  but  if 
drink  large  quantities  of  beer,  a  pint  of  this  were  the  case,  would  not  the  re- 
it  was  ordered  him  daily.  duction  have  been  comparatively  easy 

Nothing  further  was  attempted  up  to  to  the  great  difficulty  that  seems  to  have 

Dec.  10th,  on  which  day,  the  patient's  been  experienced  ? 

system  having    been  previously  well — 

relaxed  by  repeated  doses  of   tartar  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

emetic,  another  futile  attempt  was  made  

by    Mr.    Hancock,    assisted    by   Mr.  ,  , 

tfuthrie.  to  reduce  it  with  the  pulleys  ''  *'"SS»^5Xl"-^ir«2««^^  - 

This  attempt  was    only  continued  

for  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  _,       .     ^           ^  ^i      ^_^    •        ^  s%. 

hour,  for  as  the  extending  power  was  ^f.  Anatomy    of  the  Artertes  of  the 

being  made  equally  from  the  dorsum  of  5«""<»»  ^^^^  »''*  »'*  Appluations  to 

the  foot,  and  from  a  little  above  the  os  Pathi,hgy  and  Operative  Surgefy.  m 

calcis,  it  was  thought  that  the  cavity  Ltthographtc  Drawtnffs.wttk  Praateml 

from  which  the  astragalus  was  removed  Commentanes,     By  Rich  ar d  Qvaxh, 

beingsituatedbetweenthesetwo  points,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  University 

would  thas  K.  nnmnrewd,  and  the  re-  ^°^g^'  "»*  .?y^m?  ♦?, V."'^^,^^ 

tumofth                            bepre— *--»  College  Hospital.    The  Delineations 

r£^  j.^,jjj                                v-^  ny  Joseph  Maclise,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

have  a  J  publication  is  one  of  those  splen- 

ing  mc  id  original  works,  which  at  onrc> 
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do    honour   to  the  fine  arts   of   the  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  my 

countries  in  which  they  are  published,  inquiries,  that  any  thing  unusual  could 

and  to  their  respective  authors  for  the  not  escape  notice ;    and,  in  order  to 

share  which  they  have  had  in  contri-  insure  accuracy,  when  other  occupa^ 

buting  to  the  advancement  of  anato-  tions  allowed,  the  arteries  were  care- 

mical    and    surgical   science.       Such  fully  examined,    and  their  condition 

publications,  from  the  rare  talent  and  noted  at  the    time ;    attention    being 

industry,    as    well  as   the   great   ex-  always  .particularly  directed  to  those 

pense  necessary  for  their  completion,  vessels,  and  to  the  points  in  their  his- 

are  not  to  be  looked  for  often  :    we  tory,  which  seemed  to  be  of  importance 

may,  therefore,  congratulate  ourselves  in  the  practice  of  surgery, 
on  the  appearance,  at  the  present  time,        "  This  detailed  investigation  was  con- 

and  in  our  own  country,  of  a  produc-  tinned  until  the  number  of  Ccises  ob- 

tion  meriting,  as  we  sincerely  believe,  served  appeared  such  as  would  allbrd 

to  be  classed  with  undertakings  of  this  grounds    for    reasonable    conclusions, 

high  description.  both  as  to  the  limits  of  the  deviations 

The  author  of  the  work  before  us  has  from  the  ordinary  standard,  and  as  to 

enjoyed,  as  must  be  well-known  to  the  the  relative  frequency  of  their  occur- 

majority  of  our  readers,  abundant  op-  rence.  * 

portunities  for  practical  observation  of       "  At  the  same  time  that  the  observa- 

the  subjects  which  he  proposes  to  treat  tions  thus  made  were  written  down, 

of;  and,  that  he  has  fully  availed  him-  drawings  were  obtained  of  all  the  im- 

sclf  of  the  advantages  presented  to  him  portant  peculiarities  which  presented 

as  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  a  large  themselves ;  and  when  it  was  practica- 

medical  school,  is  satisfactorily  provc*d,  ble,  the  preparations  were  preserved, 
by  the  unexampled  extent  to  which  he        "  The  varieties  in  the  arrangement  of 

has  carried  his  inquiries,  which  have  the  blood-vessels  thus  noted  grew,  as 

been  founded,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  may  be  supposed,  to  be  very  numerous ; 

on  an  examination  of  more  than  nine  but  instead  of  difficulties  multiplying 

hundred  bodies.  with  the  number  of  observations,  it  was 

"Several  years,"   Mr.   Quain  says,  usually  found  that,  as  the  facts  accumu - 

"have  elapsed  since  I  became  impressed  latcd,  the  transition  from  one  state  to 

with  the  belief,  that  the  difficulties  which  a  very  different  one  ceased  to  be  abrupt 

have  often  occurred  in  the  performance  or  without  method,  for  others  from  time 

of  those  surgical  operations,  in  which  to  time  interposed,  which  served  to  link 

the  larjfer  arteries  are  concerned,  have  them  together. 

arisen  m  great  part  from  want  of  suffi-  "  Originallv  these  observations  were 
cient  acquaintance  with  the  differences  intended  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of 
in  anatomical  disposition  to  which  these  my  class ;  but  as  the  number  and  con-, 
vessels  are  subject — not  merely  those  nection  seemed  likely  to  render  them 
deviations  in  the  origin  of  large  more  extensively  useful,  I  resolved  to 
branches,  whicli  are  usu^l^  named  va-  publish  them.  On  examining  with  a 
rieties,  but  other  peculiarities  of  varioua  view  to  publication,  the  materials  which 
kinds  which  are  liable  to  occur;  such  I  had  collected,  it  became  obvious  that 
as  those  which  afiect  the  length,  posi-  their  utility  would  be  very  limited, 
tion,or  direction  of  the  vessels.  Under  unless  as  a  part  of  a  full  history  of  the 
that  impression  I  was  led  to  observe  arteries,  with  adequate  delineations.  In 
these  circumstances  more  closely,  and  consequence  a  series  of  drawings,  show- 
finally  determined  to  obtain  a  record  ing  the  arteries  according  to  their  usual 
of  the  condition,  whatever  it  might  be,  arrangement,  has  been  prepared,  and  to 
of  the  more  important  vessels  in  a  con-  these  are  appended  the  observations 
siderable  number  of  cases, — a  record  previously  afiuded  to.  The  work  has 
to  be  made  especially  with  a  view  to  thus  grown  under  my  hands,  and  has 
points  bearing  on  practical  surgery.  gradually  assumed  its  present  form." 

"  Witli  this  view,  I  examined  with  There  cannot  be  any  doubt  in  the 
more  or  less  attention  the  bodies  which  minds  of  those  who  consider  the  sub- 
were  received  during  a  series  of  years  ject  as  attentively  as  its  importance 
for  the  study  of  anatomy  in  the  School  demands,  that  there  is  no  other  division 
of  Medicine  in  University  College,  of  anatotny  which  Ikis  greater  claims 
These  bodies,  to  the  number  of  930,  upon  the  attention  of  the  practical 
were,  with  rare  exception,  so  inspected  surgeon  than  that  which  embraces  the 
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history  of  the  blood-vessels ;  since,  in  publication  has  greatly  (he  advantage 
reality,  it  is  the  consideration  how  these  over  the  work  of  the  Heidelberg  pro- 
important  structures  may  be  implicated  fessor.  Indeed,  we  are  not  acquainted 
in  his  proceedings,  that  principally  with  any  other  auatomicnl  or  surgical 
occupies  the  thoughts  of  the  surgeon  work  in  which  the  advantages  resulting 
previously  to  undertaking  any  opera-  from  the  rare  combination  of  faithful 
tion  of  consequence.  Indeed,  unless  accuracy  in  the  representation  of  na- 
he  has  been  enabled  to  form  a  clear  ture,  with  great  beauty  and  elegance  in 
judgment  upon  these  points,  he  is  pre-  the  design  and  execution  of  theengrav- 
vented  from  advancing  a  single  step  ings,  are  more  strongly  exemplified 
without  being  harassed  by  the  reflection  than  in  the  work  before  us.  Possessing 
that  he  is  exposing  himself  to  an  im-  these  qualities,  it  richly  deserves  to  be 
minent  risk  of  failure  in  his  attempt, —  classed  with  the  beautiful  works  of 
a  failure  which  is  almost  certain  to  be  Chesilden,  Camper,  Wm.  Hunter,  and 
productive  of  danger  to  the  life  of  his  Scaipa. 

patient,  and  injury  to  his  own  reputa-  The  execution  of  the  plates  furnishes 

tion.     \Ve  are   lirmly   convinced  that  indisputable  proof  that  Mr.  Quain  has 

there  is  no  other  hindrance  than  the  been  peculiarly  fortunate  in  possessing 

dread  of  otca^ioning  an  uncontrollable  the   assistance  of    a  gentleman,   who 

heemorrhage   at  each    stroke    of    the  knows  himself  to  be  not  less  skilful  in 

knife,  which  prevents  the  greater  num-  delineating  with  his  pencil,  than  he  is 

ber  of  surgeons  from  undertaking  w*liat,  conversant  with  the  anatomy  of  the 

if  it  may  not  be  termed  the  most  diffi-  parts  he  is  called  upon  to  represent, 

cult,  or  the  most  important,  is,  at  all  In  conclusion,  we  venture  to  predict, 

events,  the  most  brilliant  part  of  sur-  that   the    accuracy,    the    originality, 

gery,  and  the  most  striking  in  its  re-  the  sterling  practical  usefulness,  and, 

suits,  viz.  the  performance  of  the  great  comparatively  speaking,  the  moderate 

operations.   With  these  feelings,  we  do  price  of  this  beautiful  work,  ynM  soon 

not  hesitate  to  express  our  belief  tliat  place    it,   not   only  in    ever)'    public 

all  teachers   of  anatomy  or   surgery ;  medical  library  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

all  hospital  surgeons;  and,  indeed,  all  but  in  that  of  every  professional  man 

practitioners  throughout  this  country,  who  feels  deeply  interested  in  the  pro- 

who  are  in  the   habit  of  performing  gress  of  anatomical  science,  or  in  the 

operations,  wall  gladly  avail  themselves  efficiency  and  perfection  of  operative 

of  the  invaluable  assistance  which  a  surgery. 

reference  to  the  work  before  us  is  capa-  

ble  of  affording  them.    By  means  of  it,  ^  ^.trospecHve  Address,  deUvered  at  the 

the  surgeon,  after  long  absence  from  ^^^^  ^anniversary  meeting  of  the  Pro^ 

the  schools  of  dissection,  will  be  ena-  J^^^  ^^^^^^  /^^  ^^^^^/^  ^^^^_ 

^t       r^""'^     f    ""     /tl^'?i&n^  ^on,  held  at  Southampton,  July  22d 

of  the  relative  anatomy  of  the  pnncipal  ^^^^   ^^     ^    ^    Wa«eJield, 

blood-vessels  and  nerves,  and,  for  the  „           ^  ^    .         Worcester  1840 

first  time,  he  will  become  acouainted  gyo  nn  98                Worcester,  i»*i. 

with  a  greater  number  of  possible  deviar  ®    .  pp.  j  . 

tions  from  the  ordinary  arrangement,  Among  the  points  touched  upon  by 
than  he  could  have  learned  from  any  Dr.  Scott  in  Iiis  sensible  and  judicioujs 
other  work  extant.  address,  are,  the  controversy  concern- 
It  has  long  been  regarded  as  a  great  ing  Sir  C.  BelPs  discoveries  in  the 
objection  to  the  valuable  and  expensive  nervous  system  ;  the  physiology  and 
work  of  Tiedemann,  that  in  it  only  the  pathology  of  the  fluids ;  excretory  ducts ; 
muscles  and  arteries  are  represented,  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
whilst  no  notice  is  taken  of  tne  fascin;,  spleen ;  and  varicose  capillaries.  He 
nerves,  and  veins — structures  which  are  thinks  that  "this  condition  of  the 
equally  interesting  to  the  surgeon.  W^e  capillaries  was  sufficiently  familiar  to 
are  therefore  inclined  to  regard  it  as  Dr.  Hake  previously  to  his  having  seen 
one  of  the  most  important  features  of  >  the  preparation  of  Mr.  Kieman,  though 
Mr.  Quain's  work,  that  in  it  we  find  all  it  is  questionable  whether  he  would 
these  structures  depicted  with  equal  have  extended  the  application  of  that 
care  and  exactness.  In  this  respect,  knowledge  so  far  as  he  nas  subsequently 
as  well  also  as  in  the  sujx?rior  style  of  done,  haa  it  not  been  owing  to  the  pre- 
execution  of  the  drawings,  the  present  paration  shown  him,  accompanied  by 
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the  statement  of   Mr.   Kiernan,   that  Dispensary.     The    Montrose    Asylum 

varicose  capillaries  were  the  basis   of  cont<iins  between  seventy  and  eighty 

his  investigations  on  the   anjitomy  of  lunatics,  and  is  maintained  partly  by 

cancerous  formations."  (p.  57-8.)  voluntary  contributions,  and  partly  by 

Dr.  Scott  next  mentions  the  researches  the  sums  paid  by  various  parishes  for 
into  the  structure  of  mucous  mem-  the  board  of  the  paupers  belonging  to 
brancs;  nutrition;  and  Jacquant  on  them.  Before  this  asylum  was  built, 
the  follicular  apparel  [apparatus]  of  says  Dr.  Poole,  Lord  Fountaiuhill's 
the  intestinal  canal.  He  then  glances  quaint  notandum,  written  in  1081,  was 
at  some  points  in  medical  jurisprudence,  still  in  some  measure  apphcable. 
Recent  experiments  have  convinced  "Mr.  Alexander  Burton  gave  in  a 
him  that  the  hydrated  tritoxide  of  iron  complaint  to  the  Secret  Council  against 
is  really  an  antidote  to  arsenic.  He  his  brother,  for  putting  him  in  Hopkirk 
speaks  of  an  interesting  case  of  sus-  the  chirurgcon*s  hand  as  if  he  had  been 
l)ected  infanticide  in  France,  where  a  madman,  &c.  He  answered  (the  alle- 
the  viscera  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  gations  to  that  effect):  They  had  his 
were  found  to  be  quite  healthy,  but  portion  in  their  hands,  and  he  was  only 
where  two-tliirds  of  the  cavity  of  the  asking  his  annual  rents;  and  to  refuse 
cranium  contained  nothing  but  a  serous  him  his  own,  and  thrust  him  in  ergastulo, 
fluid.  "  The  only  vestige  of  the  cere-  and  treat  him  as  a  fool,  would  raise 
bellum  consisted  in  a  little  prominence  pepper  and  passion  in  any  man's  nose, 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  cavity.  The  and  then  tney  termed  these  acts  fury, 
two  lobes  of  the  cerebellum  could  be  for  ira  est  breiris  furor.  Iii  Scotland, 
distinguished,  but  were  in  such  a  state  having  no  Bedlam,  we  commit  the 
of  ramollissement  as  must  evidently  better  sort  of  mad  people  to  the  cure 
have  resulted  from»disease.  The  tuber  and  tameing  of  chirurgeons,  and  the 
annulare  and  medulla  oblongata  were  inferior  to  the  scourge."  (p.  1-2.) 
the  only  parts  of  the  brain  wYiich  were  Our  author  urges,  witn  great  pro- 
distinct  and  intact,"  (p.  64-5.)  priety,  the  erection  of  lunatic  asylums 

In  Materia  Medica  our  author  men-  in  Scotland  by  compulsory  assessment, 

tions  the  new  moxas  of  Grafc ;  moncsia ;  He  advocates  the  system  of  non-restraint 

cannabis  Indica,  or  Indian  hemp;  gen-  most  earnestly,  and  his  tluories   are 

tiana  cruciata  ;  &c.  &c.   Under  the  head  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  the  estab- 

of  medicine,  Dr.  Scott  touches  on  fever,  lislimcnt   over  which   he   presides,  as 

phthisis    pulqdonahs,   diseases    of  the  well  as  by  that  of  others.     Dr.  Poole's 

urinary  organs,   &c. ;    and    the   essay  work  doc's  credit  to  his  humanity,  and 

terminates   with  the   articles  Medical  will  be  consulted  with  advantage  by 

Statistics, Bibliography,  Biography, and  practitioners.     In  case  he  should  re- 

a  few  concluding  remarks.  write,  we  wish  he  would  subjoin  a  re- 

Dr.    Scott's    address   will  have  the  capitulatory  chapter,  giving  the  essence 

effect  of  awakening  the  attention  of  of  the  book  in  some  twenty  pages,  and 

many   practitioners  to  the  important  also  add  running  titles  throughout  the 

fact,  that  medicine  is  an  ever  progres-  work, 
sive  art. 


Memoranda  regarding  the  Royal  Lunatic  MEDICAL    GAZETTE. 

Asylum,  infirmary,  and  Dispensary,  of  Friday,  January  8,  1841. 

Montrosey  ^c.     By  Richard  Poolk,  

M.D.,  &C.  Moutrose,  1841 .  ..  Lj^^^  omnibus,  licet  etiain  nrn.i,  dignitatem 

The  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Montrose,  the  '«'•'"  *«*>«  meri;  potestos  modo  veniendi  in 

first  of  the  kind  in  Scotland,  was  built  Publicum  .it,  dicendi  periculum  non  reo«o^» 

in  17-"^! ,  the  chief  founders  having  been  _^ 

Alexander    Chrislic,    the    Provost    of  MAVArirvpxrT  op  thf 

Montrose,  and  Mrs.  Susan  Camerie,  of  ™E  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE 

Pitarrow.     The  work  befoVe  us,  drawn  INSANE, 

up  by  Dr.  Poole,  the  medical  superin-  r^^^  question  respecting  the^  Manage- 

tendent  of  the  asylum,  is  a  minute  Im-  of  the  Insane,  to  which  wc  alluded 

tory  of  the  charity  from  its  foundation  .         .          '                   t..  i.    , 

to  the  present  time.    There  is  also  a  some  time  since,  and  upon  which  the 

sufficient  account  of  the  Infirmary  and  opinion  of  the  intelligent  portion  of  the 
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public  deserves  nearly  as  nluch  consi-    of  the  punishment  he  must  certainly 
deration  as  that  of  members  of  our  pro-    draw  down  upon  himself.  But  suppose 
fession,  is  that  which   relates  to  the    his  insanity  had  existed  not  in  the 
measures  that  should  be  taken  before    motive  (whatever  it  was)  which  im- 
a  person  can  be  placed  under  restraint    pulsed  him  to  fire  at  the  Queen,  but  in 
as    a   lunatic,    and   deprived   of   the    some  of  the  propensities  which  antici- 
managemeat    of  his   affairs.    In   the    pating  heirs  are  so  apt  to  deplore,  and 
decision  of  this  question  the  impos-    anxious  to  restrain  in  their  relatives — 
sible  definition  of  lunacy  or  insanity    suppose  he  had  been  devoted  to  drinkin^v 
is  often  asked  for;  but  if  it  could  be    gambling,  or  any  other  foolish  mode  of 
given,  it  could  scarcely  form  a  secure    spending  his  money,  and  had  followed 
basis  on  which  to  determine  whether    these  pursuits  with  as  much  rashness, 
or  not  the  supposed  lunatic  should  be    and  as  little  reason  or^  thought  for  the 
removed  from  society;  for,  as  we  re.    future,  as  guided  him  in  firing  at  the 
marked  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial  of   Queen — would  the  nation  have  thought 
Edward  Oxford,  the  definition    must    him  mad,  or  demanded  his  being  se- 
always  have  respect  to  the  condition  of   cured  in  Bedlam  ?    Oh  no !    At  the 
the  individual,  and  the  external drcum-    worst  he  would  have  been  called  by 
stances  in  which  he  is  placed.    Indeed,    the  prudent   an    idle    silly  fool,  and 
the  further  history  of  that  individual    by  his    companions    a   daring   hare- 
offers    all    the   eonfirmation  that  our    brained  lad !  but  neither  physician  nor 
assertion  needed ;  he  is  now  in  Beth-    layman  would  ever  have  thought  of 
lehem  Hospital,  and,  as  we  are  informed    restraining  him  from  doing  mischief 
on  good  authority,  evinces  no  disposi-    either  to  himself  or  to  others* 
tion,  and  performs  no  act,  which  might       Yet  it  is  evident  that  cases  of  this 
not  as  well  exist  in,  or  proceed  from,  a    latter  kind  are  just  those  in  which  the 
thoroughly  sane  man — or,  at  least,  one    question  of  what  should  be  done  with 
whom  all  the  world  would  allow  to  act    a  supposed  lunatic  is  most  often  raised, 
without  restraint,  upon  his  own  personal    and  in  which  the  public  have  an  un- 
responsibility.    In  short,  the  circum-    doubted  right  to  claim  that  the  decision 
stances  under  which  Oxford's  insanity    should  not  rest  entirely  with  the  mem* 
was  evidenced,  and  on  the  existence    bersof  our  profession;  for  in  these  cases 
of  which  it  mainly  depended,  having    the  question  is  not  entirely  a  medical 
ceased, — there  being  no    applause  or    one,  nor  are  the  circumstances  such  as 
wonder  to  be  excited  by  attempting    onlyoneeducatedin  medicine  can  judge 
mischief  in  Bedlam,  and  none  but  self-    of.  The  main  question  in  a  case  of  doubt 
imagined  queens  to  inflame  his  demo-    of  this  kind  is,  is  the  person  accused 
cratic  notions, — ^he  is  become  quiet  and    of  insanity  capable  of  managing  his 
harmless,  and,  so  long  as  he  remains    own  affairs  P  and  surely  the  old  legal 
in  his  present  abode,  will  continue  so.      maxim,  ''cuique  in  suA  arte  credendum" 
Now,  in  all  Oxford's  history  there    here  merits  application.    Except  that 
was  nothing  which  required  medical    their  habits,  and  the  necessities  of  the 
knowledge  in  order  that  it  might  be    study  of  their  profession,  make  medical 
justly  decided  what  his  fate  should  be.    men,  more  than  any  other  class,  ob- 
The  whole  nation  felt  and  said  that  it    servers  of  the  characters  of  those  with 
was  the  attempt  of  a  madman — of  one    whom  they  mix,  and  that  they  are  thus 
who  did  not  weigh  the  consequences  of   more  likely,  in  general^  to  detect  the 
his  act — who  appreciated  rightly  neither    extravagances  of  thought  that  fill  up 
the  enormity  of  his  crime,  nor  the  terror    the  boundary  between  what  the  world 
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callt  respectively  eccentricity  and  mad-  all  this  mischief.  This  is  all  very  well» 
ness— except  for  these  circumstances,  and  would  be  very  wise  if  it  were  true. 
we  cannot  but  think  that,  in  a  doubtful  But  those  who  would  thus  argue  lose 
question  of  insanity,  they  ought  not  to  sight  of  the  fact  that  when  a  man  has 
be  the  only  judges  whether  a  man  is  been  once  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum, 
capable  of  conducting  his  own  business,  or  been  under  the  care  of  a  keeper,  his 
For  to  form  such  a  judgment  requires  character  (at  least  for  competency  in 
not  so  much  a  knowledge  of  medicine  business)  is  destroyed  for  ever  among 
as  of  tlie  business  in  question.  The  those  with  whomhe  formerly  associated, 
activity  which,  displayed  in  one  busi-  so  that  he  is  usually  compelled,  when 
ness,  would  be  rashness  and  madness,  discharged  "  cured,'*  either  to  remove 
in  another  becomes  a  laudable  bold-  far  from  his  former  home,  or  to 
ness ;  the  speculations  that  in  some  remain  there  constantly  distrusted, 
circumstances  a  man  may  reasonably  Besides,  it  cannot  be  agreeable  for  even 
undertake,  in  otliers  he  would  be  the  most  sane  man  thus  to  be  put  upon 
deemed  mad  to  engage  in;  the  dis-  his  trial  at  a  disadvantage,  such  as 
sipation  that  one  man  might  join  every  one  must  labour  under  who  has 
in,  and  retain  his  character  for  been  once  confined.  When  a  young 
sanity,  another  might  be  held  mad  man,  defending  perfect  freedom  of  in- 
for  giving  himself  up  to.  Now  quiry  and  opinion  on  religious  subjects, 
who  is  likely  to  be  the  best  judge  in  urged  that  they  could,  at  least,  do  no 
these  cases,  if  not  one  who  knows  the  harm,  for  that  truth  would  always  come 
various  modes  of  undertaking  business  out  and  shine  brighter  after  every  trial, 
in  general,  or  in  particular  that  of  the  ]>r.  Johnson  said  to  him,  *'  And  pray, 
person  whose  sanity  in  the  conduct  of  sir,  how  would  you  like,  presuming  you 
his  afiairs  is  called  in  question  ?  There  to  be  innocent,  to  be  put  on  your  trial 
are  a  hundred  other  cases  of  the  same  for  your  life  once  a  week  ?"  Something 
kind ;  but  we  will  not  now  point  them  of  the  same  kind  might  be  said  in  this 
out.  Some  of  them  will  immediately  case.  Who  would  like,  having  been, 
occur  to  the  rea^pr,  and  will  convince  as  he  thinks,  unlawfully  committed  to 
him,  if  he  will  candidly  consider  them,  restraint  as  a  lunatic,  to  be  put  on  his 
that  there  are  many  instances  of  sup-  trial  to  prove  his  sanity  P  It  is  surely 
posed  insanity  in  which  medical  men  a  trial  that  the  wisest  and  the  vainest 
are  not  the  only,  and,  perhaps,  not  even  might  alike  shrink  from,  and  feel  some 
the  best  judges,  whether  the  patient,  distrust  as  to  the  result. 
or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  accused.  As  to  the  commission  d&  lunatico  m- 
is  or  is  not  capable  of  managing  his  own  qtdrendo,  as  a  safe-guard  against  the 
ailairs.  unjust  committal  of  lunatics,  it  is  ap- 
But  it  may  be  said,  what  is  the  need  plicable  only  to  a  small  portion  of 
of  this  disturbance  of  old  systems?  the  cases,  and  even  in  these  is  but  of 
injury  done  to  a  man  by  a  temporary  limited  utility.  The 'mention  of  it  re- 
confinement  is  but  temporary,  and  is  minds  us  of  another  good  saying.  A 
commonly  of  such  excellent  e^ct  in  young  hiwyer,  full  of  his  profession, 
curing  him  ofhis  eccentricities,  that  he  thought  to  overwhelm  one  who  was 
neverafren»'ardsrunsany  risk  of  being  speaking  of  the  difficulties  the  poor 
thought  mad  again;  besides,  he  can  endured  in  endeavouring  to  find  justice 
apply  for  his  discharge  to  visiting  for  their  obvious  chums,  by  saying, 
magistrates,  and  there  is  the  commis-  "  There  are  the  laws,  sir;  the  law  and 
sion  de  lunatico  inquirendo  to  prevent  the  courts  are  open  to  all ;   none  are 
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excluded  frem  the  law  of  England."  disadvantageous   position  of  a  defen- 

"  True,"    it  was  answered,   "  and  the  dant. 

London  Tavern  is  open  in  the  same  Such  a  court,  easily  open  to  petition- 
way  to  all  alike— who  can  pay  for  it."  ers,  and  conducted  with  all  possible 
And.  so  it  is  vnth  a  commission  de  economy,  and  to  which  the  truly  neces- 
hinatico  ;  its  expenses  are  such  as  none  sitous  might  appeal  in  formA  pauperis, 
but  the  rich  can  bear,  and  such  as  none  would  remedy  all  the  evils  which  are 
expose  themselves  to  but  those  who  reported  to  exist  in  the  unnecessary 
have  reason  to  hope  for  profit  from  its  detention  of  lunatics  after  their  cure  is 
result.  perfected.  But  the  main  object  of  the 
Besides,  this  commission  is  obtained  legislation,  to  which  it  is  not  at  all  im- 
by  apphcation  of  those  who  are  anxious  probable  the  recent  excitement  on  the 
to  prove  the  existence  of  lunacy ;  what  subject  of  lunatic  asylums  may  give 
is  wanted  is  something  that  should  rise,  should  be  to  prevent  the  commit- 
serve  as  a  resource  for  the  one  accused,  tal  of  any  to  restraint  for  whom  it  is  not 
— ^some  court  in  which  the  state  of  his  absolutely  required.  Such  an  event  is 
mind  might  be  fairly  judged  of  by  a  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  country,  and 
sufficient  number  of  competent  and  im-  its  avoidance  more  merits  the  cixre  of  a 
partial  persons.  Such  a  court  might  be  legislature  than  half  the  schemes  that 
open  to  the  appeal  of  any  lunatic  who  have  of  late  occupied  the  attention  of 
chose  to  demand  his  freedom ;  and  to  our  senators  do.  The  obvious  means 
avoid  the  frequent,  but  vain  claims  of  of  prevention  would  be  not  to  allow  a 
those  about  whose  insanity  no  doubt  person  to  be  placed  under  restraint  for 
could  be  entertained,  a  visiting  magis-  more  than  a  few  days  in  his  own  house, 
trate,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  might  or  to  be  removed  at  all  to  an  asylum, 
first  be  required  to  certify  that  the  case  except  with  a  certificate,  signed  not 
of  the  petitioner  deserved  inquiry,  of  only  by  his  medical  attendants,  but 
which  fact  he  might  judge  either  by  a  by  two  or  more  magistrates,  or  other 
personal  interview,  or  by  the  evidence  respectable  men,  not  interested  in  his 
of  a  rationaUy  written  letter,  or  even  by  case,  and  who  had  pcl-sonally  visited 
the  favourable  testimony  of  witnesses,  him ;  and  to  provide  that  in  all 
As  in  the  case  of  a  common  commis-  doubtful  cases  a  person  so  restrained 
sion  de  lunatico  inquirendOf  the  jury  might  appeal  within  another  week  of 
should  be  twelve  impartial,  not  profes-  his  confinement,  upon  obtaining  the 
sional,  persons,  and  the  court  should  certificate  of  some  other  magistrate  tliat 
have  the  power  of  calling  before  them,  his  case  deserved  inquiry, 
and  ordering  the  payment  of  reasonable  AVe  mention  these  only  as  hints  for 
fees  to  medical  men,  in  all  cases  in  the  formation  of  some  plan,  which 
which  their  evidence  was  deemed  ne-  might  be  followed  in  order  to  obtain  a 
cessary  to  confirm  or  weaken  that  of  remedy  of  those  glaring  evils  of  unjust 
other  persons  conversant  with  the  ac-  and  unnecessarily  long  confinement, 
cused,with  his  habits  of  hfe,  the  nature  wherever  they  exist.  Of  course  we  do 
of  his  business,  and  so  on.  In  short,  not  believe  a  tithe  part  of  the  accusations 
there  should  be  a  court  similar  in  nature  thatare  popularly  raised  abou  t  them ;  yet 
to  that  at  present  held  under  the  Chan-  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  have  their 
cellor's  commission,  but  in  which  the  foundationinsomelittlc truth.  AMiether 
supposed  lunatic  should  stand  in  the  they  have,  or  not,  it  matters  httle  for  the 
relation  of  a  plaintifl;  and  not  in  the  interests  of  the  profession,  to  which 
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suspicion   is  almost    as    injurious     as  ecchymosis  in  the  eyelids,  close  to  the  wound; 

proven   guilt.     The  suspicions  of  the  ^^^  *^  ^^  ^^^^  "  uninjured.    The  most 

^..ii-    _                   *•     1            1         J     ^\.  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  the 

pubhcare  now  actively  awakened-the  «^dentis  the  total  loss  of  vision  in  the  rt^A/ 

limts  has  admitted  the  question  into  eye,   without  there   being   any  perceptible 

its  columns,  and  has  given  its  sanction  »y»*»7  to  that  eye.     Its  sensibility,  as  well 

*^  *!,     ^  uT            •*           X         J  ii.          1  as  all  its  different  motions,  is  perfect;  but 

to  the  pubbc  excitement,  and  through  j^^  .,  absolutely  blind  on  that  ride,  and  the 

its  ratdium  there  is  now  scarcely  a  cot-  pupil  is  dilated  to  the  utmost.     A  lighted 

tage  in  the  land  whose  inhabitants  have  candle  was  held  before  the  eye—so  close 

«r»*  i»o*r.f  4^  o,,^*x«-t  «^-^    :n     c       J  that  he  said  he  felt  the  heat  of  it — but  he 

not  learnt  to  suspect  some  ill  of  mad-  ^^^  „„t  d«ringm.h  the  ilune  in  the  leut 

daelon,  and  all  who  have  to  do  with  degree,  and  the  iris  did  not  contract.     He 

the  insane.     Let  the   medical  profes-  answers  questions  promptly  and  clearly,  and 

sion,  therefore,  who  are  conscious  of  evinces  no  symptom  of  injury  extending  to 

the  brain,  excq)t  that  he  complains  of  a  little 

their  own  honesty  and  good  intentions,  headache.    The  bones  of  the  nose  were  care- 

be  the  first  to  petition  for  some  new  fullyexamined,  but  no  crepitus  could  be  felt; 

measures,  which  may  place  them  beyond  ??**^*^^  was  there  any  ecchymosis  to  indicate 

,              i_      *.           .  .           1         1      ,  injury  on  the  right  side, 

the  reach   of  suspicion,  though  they  The  wound  was   dressed  with   adhesive 

may  impose  no  greater  restraint  on  their  strapping,  and  a  compress.  He  was  ordered, 

conduct  than  their  consciences  now  do.  ^^  ^^/;   ^^^^.'   Jalap»   gr-  xyj-  f  • .  ^ydr. 

Chlorid.   gr.    iv. :   to   hd   followed  m  four 

hours  with  salts  and  senna.     After  the  opc- 

MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL.  ration  of  the  purge  he  is  to  take  Hydrarg. 

Chlorid.  gr.  ij.  c.   Pulv.  Antimon.  gr.  iij. 

6tis  horis. 

CASE  OF  WOUND  IN  THE  ORHIT.— FRACTURE  ^Qth,     1     P.M.— He     haS     bCCU     delirfoUS 

OF  THE  iETHMOiD  CONE.  duringthc  night,  and  now  lies  insensible,  or 

A  middle  aged  man  was  admitted,  late  in  only  to  be  roused  with  difficulty.  The  symp- 

the  evening  of  the  28th  of  December,  with  a  toms  are  those  of  inflammation  affecting  the 

penetrating  wound   in  the  left  orbit,  and  membranes  of  the  brain.     The  bowels  have 

sudden  loss  of  vision  in  the  right  eye.     He  been  frequently  and  copiously  evacuated, 

stated  that  he  met  with  the  accident  just  a  r«,i_j,^i.ii        ju 

short  time  before,  while  assisting  to  raise  a  ^he  head  to  be  shaved,  and  cold  water 

horse  that  had  fallen,  owing  to  the  slippery  »PP^«^;.    ^-  S-  *d  5xvj,     The  calomel 

sUte  of  the  streets.     He  was  close  to  the  ^^  antimony  to  be  given  every  four 

head  of  the  horse,  when  the  animal,  unex-  ours. 

pectedly  making  an  effort  to  rise,  struck  him  Half- past  10  p.m.— Up  to  six  o'clock  he 
on  the  left  eye  with  so  much  violence  as  to  remained  much  in  the  same  condition  as  at 
throw  him  to  the  ground,  yet  without  his  the  former  visit.  He  is  now  convulsed,  lying 
being  stunned.  He  was  taken  immediately  curled  up  on  his  left  side,  with  the  arm  and 
to  a  chemist's  shop,  when,  besides  having  a  leg  flexed  and  stiff,  and  the  right  in  rapid 
deep  incised  wound  between  the  left  eye  and  and  constant  motion.  His  breathing  is  la- 
the nose,  he  found  that  he  was  completely  borious.  The  pupil  of  the  right  eye  is  now 
blind  in  the  riffht  eye.  On  describing  the  contracted.  The  calomel,  without  the  anti- 
accident  more  minutely,  he  o.\prr85cd  his  mony,  to  be  laid  on  his  tongue,  as  He  cannot 
belief  that  it  was  not  the  horde's  head  which  be  made  to  swallow  a  pill.  A  blister  to  be 
had  inflicted  the  blow,  but  that  the  blinker,  applied  to  the  nape  of  his  neck, 
or  some  metal  ornament  on  the  bridle,  must  31st. — ^There  is  no  material  change.  The 
have  struck  him.  right  eye  does  not  move,  although  it  retains 
December  29th,  1  o'clock  p.m.  —  The  its  sensibility.  He  was  ordered  to  continue 
wound  is  situated  at  about  a  third  of  an  inch  the  calomel,  cold  to  the  head,  and  to  have 
from  the  inner  commi&sure  of  the  eyelids,  the  blister  dressed  with  mercurial  ointment, 
and  extcnJs  do v^nwards  from  undtr  the  eye-  Jfia.  Ist.  —  The  breathing  is  sterto- 
brow  for  about  an  inch.  It  is  appar^'nt  that  rous  and  firqueit.  He  now  lies  on  his 
the  lachrymal  canals,  and  ahfo  the  tendo  back.  Tbe  sj^as.ii  which  affected  the  left 
oculi,  must  have  been  divided.  A  probe  was  side,  and  more  especially  the  left  arm,  has 
introduced  to  the  depfti  of  three-quarters  of  subsided,  and  there  is  now  hemiplegia  of  this 
an  inch  into  the  wound,  in  the  direction  of  si.le,  the  riglit  si'le  being  tranquil.  There 
the  inner  wall  of  the  orbit,  but  without  the  b.^ing  considerable  hent  in  the  head,  eighteen 
bone  being  felt  exposed.  The  blood  which  leeches  were  ordered  to  the  right  temple, 
issues  from  the  wound  is  thin,  as  if  mixed  Sinapisms  to  his  legs. 
with  tears.     There  is   a   trifling  degree  of  2nd. — He  died  eariy  this  moniing,  having. 
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by  the  nane's  acooont,  become  oonToIfled  of  lactate  of  iron,  an  oimoe  and  a  half  of 

again  on  the  left  tide,  just  before  death.  togar,   and  enough  gum   Arabic  to   make 

Post-mortem  txamination.  —  Upon  raia-  lozenges  each  weighing  fonrteen  grains,  and 

ing  the  calvarium,  and  removing  the  dors  containing  one  grain  of  lactate  of  iron.  From 


mater,  an  exoeanTC  degree  of  vaacularity  waa     aix  to  twelve  are  to  be  taken  daily.     To 
obflerred,  with  a  copious  deposit  of  lymph     certain  if  the  lozenges  really  contain   the 


between   the  archnoid   membrane  and  pia  lactate  of  iron,  dissolve  one  of  them  in  water, 

mater,  over  both  hemispheres.     The  brain,  and  add  a  little  tannin.    Hie  solution  becomes 

on  behig  sliced  down,  was  likewise  unusually  black,  if  the. preparation  is  well  niade  ;  but 

loaded  with  vessels.     A  laige  accumulation  if  it  remains  colourless,  it  contains  no  lactate 

of  serum,  with  purulent  matter  diffused  in  it,  -of  iron.     [But,  surely,  other  salts  of  iron 

was  found  in  both  the  lateral  ventricles,  would  give  a  black  colour. — Tranalator.l 

When  the  anterior  lobes  were  raised,  they  Johnson* $  Syrup.—inM  patent  granted  to 

were    found    adherent    in  all  their  under  the  inventor  for  five  years  having  expired, 

warhce   to  the  dura  mater,   by  means  of  this  syrup  has  become  public  property.      It 

coagulable  lymph.     Upon  the  optic  nerves  consists  of  an  ounce  of  syrup  of  liquorice, 

being  exposed,  thrt  on  the  right  side  was  forty-six  grains  of  the  firesh  juice  of  asparagus 

seen  to  be  torn  completely  through,  or  its  heads,  and  the  same  quantity  of  the  syrup  of 

ends  only  joined  by  delicate  membrane,  close  mallow. 

to  the  optic  foramen.     The  base  of  the  brain,  Pauilinia,  —  Dr.   Gavrelle,   who  passed 

extending  from  the  medulla  oblongata  to  the  many  years  in  the  Bnurils,  became  acquainted 

commissure  of  the  optic  nerves,  was  thickly  there  with  a  remedy  called  PauUinia,  which 

covered  with  a  layer  of  Ijrmph,  which  ob-  when  powdered  and  mixed  with  the  chocolate 

scured  the  roots  of  the  nerves.     In  the  pos-  nut,  is  used  as  a  ptisan  against  diarrhrea  and 

terior  part  of  the  right  anterior  lobe,  close  to  dysentery,  and,  generally,  as  a  tonic.  It  is  the 

the  injury  of  the  optic  nerve,  the  brain  was  fhiit  of  a  shrub  of  the  same  name  {PauUinia 

bruised,   softened,  and  ecchymosed,   to  the  tor6t7w),  and  of  the  colour  of  the  chocolate  nut; 

extent  of  about  a  square  inch  of  its  surface,  it  has  a  peculiar  smell,  and  a  bitter  taste,  re- 

and  for  the  depth  of  half  an  inch,  so  as  to  sembUng  that  of  ratanhy.     llie  seeds  are 

approach  close  to  the  anterior  comu  of  the  taken  out  of  the  capsule,  dried  in  the  sun, 

lateral  ventricle.    The  cause  of  the  laceration  and  powdered.  They  contain  gum,  starch,  a 

of  the  brain,  and  tearing  across  of  the  optic  resinous  matter,  of  a  brownish  red  colour, 

nerve,   was  found  to  be  a  fracture  of  the  an  oil,  tannin,  and  a  crystalllzable  substanoe 

cerebral  plate  of  the  sthrooid  bone,  including  with  the  chemical  properties  of  caflein.     Dr. 

part  of  the  sphenoid,  which  forms  the  roof  of  Gavrelle  has  used  the  remedy  in  France  also, 

the  foramen  opticum.     A  fragment,  consist-  vrith  advantage,  in  the  diarrhoea  of  the  phthi- 

ing  <  f  a  thin  plate  of  bone,  was  found  in-  sical,   chlorosis,    paralysis,    migraine,    long 

sulated,  or  hanging  loosely  attached  by  dura  convalescence,  &c.     The  most  suitable  pre- 

mater,  to  the  fore  part  of  the  sella  turcica,  paration  is  the  alcoholic  extract  made  into 

above  the  right  cavernous  sinus ;    and  it  lozenges,  syrup,  pills,  powders,  tincture,  and 

seemed  obvious  that  this  piece  of  bone,  on  ointment. 

being  driven  off,  had  torn  the  optic  nerve,  Pitch  against  piles, — Dr.  Wardleworth 

and  caused  the  laceration    of   the    brain,  assures  us  that  he  has  used  this  remedy  with 

Upon  more  minutely  examining  the  wound  advantage  in  many  cases,  botii  of  external 

of  the  orbit,  as  by  introducing  a  probe,  it  and  internal  piles.      His  usual  formula  oon- 

was  found  that  the  point  could  be  made  to  sists  in  ordering  3}  grains  of  pitch  to  be 

pass,  without  any  force,  and  by  a  slight  made  into  pills,  two  of  which  are  to  be  taken 

degree  of  management,  into  the  crashed  part  every  evening.     The  well-known  efficacy  of 

of  the  aethmoid  bone,   and  to  appear  within  balsamic  remedies  in  piles  may  perhaps  serve 

the  skull/    It  was  accordingly  evident  that  to  recommend  these  pitch-pills. — Zeitsehriff 

the  object  by  which  the  blow  was  inflicted  fur  die  gesammte  Mediein.    Sept.  1840. 

must  have  been  pointed,  and  probably  had , 

an  obtuse  end  ;  that  it  entered  the  orbit  so 

as  to  strike  the  os  planum  and  force  it  in-  ABSCESS  OF  THE  LIVER, 

wards;  and  the  force  beimr  communicated     

in  .  dh^ction  »pw««b  .t  SS  .UD.  time,  the  ""^  ""'"'*"°'' "'  !"  ""*"""'  **" 

blow  had  the  effect  of  fhu^turing  the  oer^brd  *»o»o>»nal  PA«««8.-MCoy.w. 

plate  of  the  sethmoid  bone,  and  lacerating  ~~^ 

the  optic  nerve  on  the  opposite  side.  D&.  Krkio,  of  Merseberg,  relates  this  case. 

— — — ^Mrs,  Engelsardt,  a  tftli  branette,  et.  31, 

NEW  REMEDIES.  T*''®''  o^,^"»  children,  the  youpgest  of 

whom  was  7  years  of  age,  took  ill  m  Janu- 

"~~  ary,  1838,  of  the  gastro-enterite,  then  epi- 

Lozenges  qf  lactate  of  inm. — M.  Cap  re-  demic  here  ;  with  udceration  of  the  mucoua 

commends  the  foUowiug  formula :  an  ounce  membrane.     Within  three  days  the  diaeaae 
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began  to  decline ;  every  day  Ahe  appeared  fluid,  mingled  with  mucus,  of  a  yellowiah 
to  get  better,  and  was  able  to  leave  her  bed  green  colour,  and  most  horrible  stench,  like 
for  an  hour  at  a  time,  when  an  exposure  to  the  smell  from  the  intestinal  contents  of  a 
cold  suddenly  gave' her  disease  the  following  putrict  body.*  Shortly  after  discharges  from 
dangerous  turn.  the  bowels  of  a  similar  nature  occurred.  On 
On  the  first  examination  of  the  abdomen,  the  succeeding  days,  a  similar  fit  of  ominoua 
on  the  8th  of  January,  a  tumour,  the  size  sneezing,  accompanied  by  vomiting,  and  the 
of  a  fist,  projecting  forward,  and  irritable  same  disturbance  in  the  tumour  as  mentioned 
when  pressied  upon,  somewhat  elastic,  was  before,  with  violent  coughing,  causing  rigon. 
perceived  in  the  epigastrium. — The  patient  Rigors  also  occurred  after  every  attempt  at 
declared  that  she  had  this  tumour  already  taking  food.  The  patient  was  now  in  a  very 
six  years,  and  she  thought  it  had  been  caused  melancholy  condition.  An  access  of  hectic 
by  violent  straining  after  an  emetic ;  it  gave  fisver,  morning  and  evening,  extreme  feeble- 
her  no  uneasiness  except  a  feeling  of  tight-  ness,  the  upper  parts  of  the  body  emaciated, 
ness  after  frequent  or  plentiful  meals ;  it  had  to  the  last  degree,  the  abdomen  and  lega 
not  grown  larger  for  many  years,  and  an-  swollen,  thirst  and  hunger  to  a  painftd  degree, 
noyed  her  alone  on  this  account,  that  she  but  not  daring  to  gratify  either  on  account 
could  not  wear  a  girdle,  and  was  obliged  to  of  the  dreadful  vomiting,  painful  and  disgust- 
wear  her  clothes  quite  loose.  This  being  ingto  herself,  and  unendurable  to  those  about 
the  case,  the  treatment  was  directed  to  the  her.  There  was  nothing  to  be  expected  but 
fever,  and  little  attention  was  directed  to  the  death  1 

tumour,  as  it  did  not  appear  in  any  way  to  On  the  25th  March,  Dr.  King  had  tbe 

modify  the  course  of  the  disease.    "Die  liver,  boldness  to  open  the  abscesa.      Modi  air 

however,  seemed  somewhat  enlarged,  and,  as  rushed  out,  the  tumour  sank,  and  gradually 

is  usual  in  fever  of  this  intermitting  type  a  matter  similar  to  what  had  been  discharged 

here,  where  liver  ss  well  as  spleen  is  com-  by  stools  and  vomiting  was  given  exit  to. 

monly  engaged,  it  was  thought  probable  that  From  this  moment  the  condition  of  the 

the  cause  of  the  fever  proceeded  from   it.  patient  improved.      The  discharge  was  kept 

No  suspicions,  however,  were  entertain  ad  of  up  from  the  opening  in  the  epigastrium  by 

there  being  any  moie  serious  lesion,  and  we  warm  poultices;  the  irritability  of  the  stomach 

wereunwillingtobelieve  that  the  tumour  could  decreased,  vomiting    gradually  ceased,  the 

be  a  hernia  of  the  stomach.     However,  on  alvine  discharges  still  exhibited  a  yellowiflh 

the  14th  of  February,  a  rigor  came  on  in  brown  pus  miogled  with  faeces.     Fresh  but- 

conaequence  of  the  cold  t£o\e  mentioned,  termilk,  given  in  increasing  quantities,  served 

which  first  occurred  every  day,  then  each  both  for  food  and  medicine.      Hie  febrile 

evening,  then  in  a  slighter  degree  morning  attacks  yielded,  the  urine  flowed  in  conside- 

and  evening,  and  ended  each  time  by  a  hot  rable  quantity,  the  oedema  in  abdomen  and 

and  sweating  stage.      At  the  same  time  the  limbs  decreased  visibly,  and  sleep  for  many 

right  hypochondrium  and  the  whole  right  hours  refreshed  the  patient, 

side  to  the  shoulder  began  to  give  great  pain.  The  discharge  from  the  opening  was  some- 

a  severe  cough  came  on,  and  the  skin  a&sumed  times  streaked,  but  not  in  other  respects 

a  jaundiced  appearance ;  the  urine  was  scanty  changed.     The  abscess  healed  towards  the 

and  saturated  with  thephosphates,  the  bowels  end  of  April.      A  few  days  after  the  patient 

were  constipated,   and  the  abdomen  and  feet  was  worse.      There  were  fever,  tendency  to 

began  to  be  dropsical.      Three  venesections,  vomit,  purging  as  heretofore,  and  dropsical 

leeches,  calomel,  quina,  and  mercurial  oint-  swelling  of  the  belly.      The  navel  projected 

ment,  did  not  prevent  the  approach  of  hec-  like  a  hernia,  and  increased  in  sise  to  that  of 

tic  fever.      Meanwhile  the  tumour  in  the  a  child*s  fiat.     An  incision  was  made,  and 

epigastrium  became  more  painful  and  irrita-  under  the  application    of  poultioes  a  large 

ble  to  the  touch,  and  had  acquired  the  size  quantity  of  the  yellowish  green  matter,  not  so 

of  half  a  head  of  cabbage.     Percussing  it  offensive  as  before,  was  <&scharged.      Every 

caused  a  tone  as  though  it  contained  much  diing  now  ^roceede^  better,  convaleacenoe 

air ;  yet  was  it  evident  that  there  was  a  large  was  no  more  interrupted ;  the  incision  healed, 

abscess  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,   to  snd  in  July,  the  patient,  though  reduced  to  a 

evacuate  which  must  now  be  the  object  of  skeleton,  was  able  to  leave  her  bed.      Since 

treatment.     Poultioes  were  applied,  and  it  then  this  patient  has  perfectly  recovered,  is 

was  evident  that  the  skin  was  becoming  able  to  eat  any  kind  of  food,  and  perform 

redder  and  redder.     On  the  7th  March,  after  laborious  tasks   without   any    difficulty. — 

having  eaten  some  soup,  she  was  suddenly  Mfdieinitekt  Zeitungt  No.  9,  Feb.  1840 ; 

seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  continued  sneez-  and  Dublm  Journal,  Jan.  1841. 

ing,  during  which  a  highly  disgusting  smell      ~  .       -    -  ■ 

mounted,  "as  if  from  the  stomach,"  into  * Omaino consimilia ex hepatis ulceribot  pro- 

the  nostrils.    After  a  few  seconds,  a  shock-  »*»ye  ?**«tM*"  *»?*  \^?'^,'ir'KL?*tP'"*!Sf 

ing  taste  became  perceptible  in  the  mouth,  *-'^^^-    ^tiu.,^relrab»W.  111.  Sect.  ll.  c. ». 

ani  violent  vomiting  succeeded  of  a  pumknt  """"^ 
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DRUGS    ON    SALE   IN   THE    ENGLISH    MARKET, 

With  their  Prices  and  several  Duties. 

(  From  the  Official  Retumt^  Jmn,  5,  184  i) 


Aloes,  BarbadoeSf  d.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bd c 

Cape,  BD c 

Anise,  Oil  of,  German,  n.p lb 

Asafoetida,  B.D c 

Balsam,  Canada,  d.p lb 

Copaiba,  bd lb 

Peru,  BD lb 

Benzoin  (best)  bd c 

Camphor,  unrefined,  bd c 

Cantnarides,  d.p lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  d.p lb 

CascarillaorEleutheria  Bark,D.F.c. 

Cassia,  Oil  of,  bd lb 

Castor  Oil,  East  India,  bd lb 

West  I.  (l»ottle)  D.p.  IJlb 

Castoreum,  American lb 

D  p.       Hudson's  Bay lb 

Catechu,  BD.  Pale    c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (Crown) lb 

BO.  Red    lb 

Yellow  lb 

Colooynth,  Turkey  lb 

D.p.      Moffaclore lb 

Calumba  Root,  bd c 

Cubebs,  BD c 

Gamboge,  BD c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Gnaiacnm,  d.p lb 

Gum  Arabic, Turkey,  fine,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  ..  c 
Barbary,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  D.p c 

E.  1.  fine  yellow,  bd.  c 
Do. dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senegal  garblings,  d.p c 

lYagacanthj  d.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p lb 

Ipecacuanha  Hoot,  b.i> lb 

Jalap,  bd lb 

Manna,  flaky,  BD lb 

Sicilian,  bd lb 

Musk,  Cniina,  BD oz 

Myrrh,  Fast  India,  bd c 

Turkey,  BD c 
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LATERAL  CURVATURE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

SiR» 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Child's  last  commumcatioii, 
and  ia  reference  to  division  of  the  muscles 
of  the  hack  in  spinal  distortions,  I  heg  leave 
to  state  that  no  very  satisfactory  result,  or 
rather  such  as  I  could  consider  satisfactory, 
followed  the  operation  in  my  case,  although 
the  mother  of  the  patient  thought  him  much 
improved.  It  is  dUfficult  to  ascertain  minor 
degrees  of  amendment,  except  hy  a  series  of 
casts,  and  these  are  not  easily  obtained.  I 
ought  to  state,  however,  thet  I  had  no  op- 
portunity of  employing  mechanical  exten- 
sion after  the  operation,  as  I  proposed,  and 
that  I  think  itivision  of  the  sacro-lumbalis 
was  indicated  in  my  case. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  while  ac- 
complished anatomists  and  surgeons  (e,  ^., 
Malgaigne)  are  demonstrating  theoretically 
the  utter  impossibility  of  treating  success- 
fully the  more  severe  cases  of  lateral  curva- 
ture, practitioners  are  continually  bringing 
forwanl  instances  to  the  contrary.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  M.  Gu^rin's  forthcoming 
work  will  remove  the  uncertainty  in  which 
we  are  left  by  these  conflicting  statements. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant. 
T.  Laycock,  M.D. 
Yoric,  Jan.  4,  lUI. 


action,  specific  and  advantageous;  for  the 
patient  will  not  be  scarred,  and  will  be  spee- 
dily convalescent. 

In  another  ward  is  a  patient  already  oon- 
valescent,  who  has  been  submitted  to  the 
same  mercurial  treatment,  and  the  desqua- 
mation has  followed  its  ordinary  course, 
except  OB  the  face,  where  scales  have  not 
formed.  In  another  bed  in  the  same  wa  d 
is  a  woman  five  months  and  a  half  adTanoed 
in  pregnancy,  in  whom  the  plaster  has  en- 
tirely averted  the  eruption  from  the  fiioe : 
small  whitish  papuUe  supplying  the  place  of 
the  pustules.  Desquamation  has  not  taken 
place,  except  on  the  lips  and  eyelids,  where 
some  pustules  appeared;  but  the  madL  of 
plaster  did  not  extend  to  these  parts.  T^ 
treatment  is  well  worthy  of  ftirther  trial. — 
Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutigue,  15  et 
30i4ou/,1840 ;  and  Brit,  andlhr.  Med.  Rev, 


ON  THE 

USE  OF  MERCURIAL  PLASTER 

0*  EmpUtre  de  Vigo:*) 

IH  PBIVKNTINO  DSFOMITT  ArTBR  SMALL-POX. 

Br  M.  CntiMBL. 

A  TOT7NO  girl  is  under  M.  Chomel,  in  the 
HAtel  Dien,  who  has  been  vaccinated,  but 
she  says  without  effect.  The  variolous  erup- 
tion, which  is  demiconfluent,  was  preceded 
by  the  ordinary  symptoms.  A  mask,  made 
with  the  plaster  of  Vigo,  was  applied  to  the 
face  on  the  second  day  of  the  eruption.  The 
patient  tore  it  off  within  twenty-four  hours, 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  result  is  very 
remarkable.  On  the  neck,  chest,  and  aU 
the  rest  of  the  body,  the  variolous  pustules 
were  developed  with  all  their  distinguishing 
characters :  opaque,  umbiHcated,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  bright  red  areola.  But  on  the 
face  the  course  Ium  been  very  different ;  in- 
stead of  pustules  we  see  acuminated  vesicles, 
or  solid  papulae.  On  some  points  where 
the  plaster  had  not  adhered,  small  pustules 
are  perceived ;  where  it  had,  we  search  for 
them  in  vain.  It  appears  impossible,  on 
the  simple  inspeotion  of  this  patient,  to 
state  that  mercury  has  not  exerdsed  a  local 
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Winds,  West  and  North. 

On  the  80th,  evening  cloudy,  with  ndn,  other. 
wiM  clear ;  the  list  ult.  generally  cteiir :  the  1st 
inst.  general  overcast ;  the  2d  elenr ;  the  3d  mora- 
ing  cloudy,  otherwise  dear;  the 4th.  morning 
clear,  otherwise  cloudy,  snowing  frequent.y 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening ;  the  5th  over- 
cast, snowinr  nearly  all  the  Hav. 

A  storm  ox  thonder  and  vivid  lightning  passed 
over  this  place  about  7  o'clock  a.m.  of  toe  Sd, 
accompanied  with  heavy  and  iarse  hail  stones ; 
the  wind,  wbicl'  bad  been  blowing  in  violent 

Ssts  two  or  three  hours  previously,  ceased  when 
i  thunder  storm  commenced. 
Bain  fallen,  -815  of  an  inch. 

Cbaiulbs  Hbnry  Adams. 

Wilson  ft  Ooilvy,  57,  Hkinnvr  Strtet.  LDodoa. 
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LECTURES  kind.     On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  in- 

Q^  ^„  g  temal  parts  of  the  eye  require,  when  diseased, 

»^.^,^.,.*  ««    » ^TT^    ,>»  » ,^^^wn  r%«      exactly  the  same  species  of  general  treatment 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE  OF      ^^ch  the  physid^  adopts  in  diseases  of 

PHYSIC,  other  internal  parts.     We  seek  to  change 

i>e/^e<i  a.  Kin,',  Co,ie,.,  Lon^.         ^Z^'^:T^^1Z  t^.^^ 

Br  Dr.  Watson.  system  at  large.     My  real  and  only  motive, 

however,  for  beginning  with  a  few  of  the 
numerons  morbid  states  to  which  this  little 
part  is  liable,  is  this : — ^that  we  find,  in  the 


Lbcturb  XVII. 


DiMfOseMqfiheEye.    Catarrhal  ophthalmia,  eye,  more  satisfactory  and  pkin  illustrations 

Purulent  ophthalmia  qf  Adults,  <,f  t^g  g^eral  facts  and  doctrines  of  patho- 

H  A VIN6  brought  ray  observations  on  general  logy,  as  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  set 

pathology  to  a  close,  I  next  proceed  to  the  them  before  you,  than  in  any  other  single 

consideration  of  individual  diseases ;  and  I  organ   of  the  body.     '*  Here  (to  use  the 

shall  take  them  up,  one  by  one,  in  that  ana-  words  of  Dr.  Latham,  in  his  little  volume  on 

tomical  order  to  which  I  adverted  in  the  Clinical  Medicine — a  hook  which  I  strongly 

introductory  lecture  of  this  course.     That  is  recommend  you  to  study)  — here  you  see  almost 

to  say,  I  shall  go  a  capite  ad  calcem :  in-  all   diseases   in   miniature  :    and '  from   the 

terpolating  those  disorders  which,  although  peculiar  structure  of  the  eye,  you  see  them 

they  have  a  name,  have  as  yet  no  ascertained  as  through  a  glass ;    and  you  leam  many 

local    habitation,    wherever    it    may  seem  of  the  little  wonderfiil  details  in  the  nature 

most  convenient  to  introduce  them.     I  men-  of  morbid  processes,  which,  but  for  the  ob- 

tioned  before  one  advantage,  as  it  seems  to  servation  of  them  in  the  eye,  would  not  have 

me,  of  bringing  together,  in  juxta-position,  been  known  at  all.'* 

all  the  diseased  conditions  to  which  the  same        **  Within  the  small  compass  of  the  visual 

part,  or  the  same  neighbourhood,  of  the  apparatus,"  says  Mr.  Lawrence,  **  we  meet 

body  is  liable,   namely,   the    facility   thus  with  a  greater  variety  of  structuret  than  in 

afforded  of  comparing  the  phenomena  by  any  other  part  of  the  body.     Indeed  the  eye, 

which  they  are  characterized,  and  of  dis-  with  its  appendages,  exhibits  specimens  of 

criminating  one  disorder  from  another^     In  every  one  of  the  animal  tissues.     We  find  in 

taking  the  parts  in  succession  from  the  head  it  bone,  cellular  and  adipous  substance,  and 

downwards,  we  adopt  a  sort  of  order,  definite  blood-vessels  :  mucous,  fibrous,  and  serous 

enough    for    the    purpose    of    aiding    the  membranes;    the  conjunctiva  exemplifying 

memory,  and  yet  free  from  the  trammels  the  first ;   Uie  sclerotica,  the  sheath  of  the 

that  belong  to  all  attempts  at  arranging  dis-  optic  nerve,  and  the  lining  of  the  orbit,  the 

cases  according  to  their  essential  nature  and  second ;  the  surfaces  containing  the  aqueous 

affinities.  humour,  the  third :  muscular,  nervous,  and 

I  propose  then,  in  the  first  place,  to  speak  glandular  parts :   common  integument,  and 

of  certain  diseases  of  the  organ  of  vision,  hairs.      Besides   these,   it  contains  several 

Diseases  of  the  eye  occupy  a  sort  of  neutral  tissues  of  peculiar  nature,  to  which  there  is 

ground,   upon  which  the  surgeon  and  the  nothing  strictly  analogous  in  other  parts." 
physician  may  both  lawfully  enter.     For        The  eye  itself,  taking  it  apart  from  its 

tome  of  them  there  are  no  means  of  relief,  appendages,  the  spheroidal  eyeball  itself,  is 

but  in  manual  operations  of  the  most  delicate  scarcely   an  inch  in  its  longest  diameter. 

685.'-xxvii.  2  Q 
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Tet  it  seldom  happens  that  disease,  of  any  lumped  together  under  the  common  appdla- 

kind,  occupies  the  whole ,  even  of  this  small  tion  of  ophthalmia,  or  Meophflialmia.     TYtat 

space,  at  once.     Inflammation,  for  example,  word  now  requires  some  epithet  to  distin- 

is  often  coniined  to  one  of  the  tunics  of  the  guish  the  seat  or  the  kind  of  inflammatioa 

eye,  external  or  internal ;  and  when  it  affects  that  is  meant. 

more,  it  is  usually  in  consequence  of  the  ex-  It  can  scarcely  he  otherwise  than  interest- 
tension  of  the  inflammatory  process,  from  ing  to  mark  the  phaenomensr  which  occur  in 
some  one  texture  in  which  it  took  its  rise,  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  when  we  know  that  in 
You  will  not  expect  me  to  treat  of  the  vast  its  cause  and  nature,  it  is  the  same  with  in- 
number  of  disorders  to  which  the  several  flammation  of  a  similar  surface,  in  parts 
parts  of  the  eye  are  liable.  I  shall  bring,  I  which  we  cannot  so  well  inspect  as  we  can 
repeat,  a  few  ot  them  only  under  your  notice;  the  conjunctiva.  This  membrane,  as  yoa 
and  I  shall  select  those  ccfticeming  which  the  know,  lines  the  eyelids,  and  oovera  about 
physician  is  most  frequently  consulted ;  which  the  third-part  of  the  globe  of  Uie  eye  an- 
every  one,  whatever  branch  of  the  profession  teriorly.  The  inflammation,  in  catarrhal 
he  may  follow,  ought  to  be  competent  to  ophthalmia,  is  coniined 'to  the  conjunctiva 
treat ;  and,  more  particularly,  which  are  cal-  and  the  meibomian  follicles.  Its  leading 
culated  to  elucidate  other  diseases,  and,  above  symptoms  are  redness  of  the  surface  of  the 
all,  other  internal  diseases,  that  are  usually  eye ;  eome  pain  and  uneasiness  there ;  an 
assigned  to  the  care  of  the  physician.  With  increased  discharge  from  the  affected  mcmi' 
the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  organ,  brane  and  the  follicles ;  and  a  stiekimg 
I  may  take  for  granted  that  you  are  already  together  of  the  eyelashes  and  lids, 
acquainted.  .    The  redness   is  worth  notice,    both    in 

I  will  first  briefly  inquire  into  the  inflam-  respect  to  its  tint,  and  to  the  arrangement 

matory  affections  of  what  may  be  considered  of  the  vessels  in  which  it  appears.      It  is 

the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eye,  which,  superficial;  and  o{  a,  bright  scarlet  colour  i 

like  other  mucous  membranes,  forms  a  sur-  and  usually  irregular  or  diffused  in  patches, 

face  communicating  with  the  external  air.  some  fasciculi  of  vessels  being  more  distended 

Some  of  these  affections  are  very  trifling :  than  others.     When,  however,  the  inflam- 

some  are  very  severe.  mation  is  more  intense,  the  whole  surfaoCr 

There  is  a  mild  form  of  inflammation  of  except  that   of  the  cornea,   becomes  of  a 

the  conjunctiva,  which  constitutes  the  most  scarlet  red.     The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva, 

common  disease  of  the  eye  to  which  adults  which  are  thus  rendered  visible  by  inflamma- 

are  subject.     It  results,  in  most  cases,  from  tion,  anastomose  continually  with  each  other, 

vicissitudes  of  temperature,  or  from  certain  and  form   a  ,  net-work ;    and   they  can  be 

conditions,    or   sudden    Variations,    of  the  slipped  and  dragged  about  over  the  subjacent 

atmosphere.     It  is  very  apt  to  be  excited  by  surface  by  moving  the    eyelids    with    the 

exposuretoastreamordraftof  air,  especially  flnger.     Frequently  some  of  the  meshes  of 

in  the  night,  and  during  sleep.     It  has  a  this  net- work  are  filled  up  with  little  patches 

strong  analogy  —  indeed  it  is  the  same  disease ,  of  extravasated  blood ;    the  eye  is  what  is 

except  in  situation — with  that    moderate  called  blood-shot,  or  to  speak  learnedly,  there 

degree  of  inflammation,   produced  by  the  is  ecch3nno8is  :  and  sometimes  all  distinction 

action  of  the  same  causes,  in  the  mucous  of  separate  vessels  is  nearly  lost.      In  tiie 

membrane  of  the  nasal  cavities,  the  throat,  and  commencement  of  the  complaint  the  redness 

the  bronchi,  which  in  common  parlance  we  is  confined  to  that  part  of  the  conjunctiva 

style  a  cold  in  the  head,  or  in  the  chest,  as  which  lines  the  lids  ;  and  it  afterwards  ad* 

the  case  may  be  :    and  accordingly  the  in-  vances  gradually,  from  the  angle  where  it 

flammation  of  the  conjunctiva  of  which  I  is   reflected  over  the  eyeball,  towards  the 

speak  is  often  called,  by  the  unlearned,  a  cornea. 

cold  in  the  eye :  and  the  same  analogy  is         Now  all  these  particulars  are  of  conse- 

expressed  in  its  technical  appellation  :  the  quence,  since  they  are  diagnostic  of  the  seat 

cold  in   the  head   or   chest  is   termed   by  of  the  disease  ;    and  to  show  this  I  must 

nosologists  a  catarrh ;    and  the  cold  in  the  mention,  by  anticipation,  the  appearance  and 

eye  of  the  vulgar,  is  with  them,  catarrhal  the  arrangement  of  vessels  that  are  observed 

ophthalmia.     The  suddenness  (sometimes)  when  inflammation  affects  some  of  the  tex- 

of  its  accession,  has  procured  for  it  also  the  tures  that  lie  deeper  than  the  conjunctiva, 

denomination  of  a  blight  in  the  eye.  and  especially  the  sclerotica.     The  sclerotic 

The  term  ophthalmia  is  at  present  used  to  redness  is  seen  through  the  conjunctiva :  it  is 
denote  inflammation  of  the  eye  generally :  of  quite  a  different  tint  from  that  of  the  con- 
it  conveniently  expresses  in  one  word  what  junctiva  ;  instead  of  shewing  a  6n^A^  «caWe^ 
would  otherwise  require  more.  Formerly,  colour,  it  is  pink,  or  sometimes  of  a  slight 
when  the  diseases  of  the  eye  were  not  so  well  violet  hue  ;  the  vessels  are  much  stnaller  and 
understood  in  this  country  as  they  are  at  finer  than  those  belonging  to  the  conjnnc- 
present,  almost  all  the  inflammatory  condi-  tiva,  like  hairs ;  and  they  are  straight  also, 
tions  to  which  that  organ  is  subject  were  and  arranged  regularly  like  the  radii  of  s 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE.  595 

cirdle ;  they  lie  in  the  ederotle  round  the.  Hie  Increased  discharge  that  takes  place 
oomea  like  what  is  called  a  glory  by  painters,  from  the  eye  in  catarrhal  ophthalmia  is  not 
or  Uke  a  halo,  or  sone  sarrounding  the  a  discharge  of  tean.  In  the  beginning  of 
central  cornea ;  and  they  eoHnot  be  made  to  the  complaint  there  is  sometimes  a  slight 
9hift  their  place  by  any  dragging  of  the  lids,  degree  of  lacrymation.  But  this  soon  ceases, 
These  are  very  important  distinctions.  They  and  the  mncons  secretion  from  the  surface  of 
are  such  as  are  easily  recognized  when  two  the  membrane  is  augmented  in  quantity,  and 
eyes  are  examined  in  whi<^  the  two  mem-  changed  in  quality.  At  first  it  is  somewhat 
branes  in  question  are  separately  inflamed  thin,  but  it  soon  becomes  thicker,  and  it  is 
and  Yascolar ;  and  they  are  still  more  palpa-  often  purifbcm ;  t.  e.  opaque  and  yellow  : 
ble  perhaps  when  both  membranes  are  sometimes  it  retains  more  exactly  the  charac- 
simultaneoualy  inflamed,  as  they  often  are,  ters  of  mucus,  is  transparent  and  yiscid ;  so 
in  the  same  eye.  Then,  unless  the  oonjnnc-  that  the  eye  looks  moist  to  a  bystander,  while 
tiva  is  so  uniTcrsally  red  as  to  prevent  our  to  the  patient  it  feels  gummy.  Tlie  puriform 
seeing  the  sclerotica  through  it,  the  contrast  secretion  is  not,  in  general,  in  any  great 
between  the  larger,  more  tortuous,  scarlet,  abondanoe.  Yon  may  see  it  lying  in  the 
and  reticular  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  angle  between  the  eye  and  the  lower  lid,  by 
the  fine,  straight,  rose-colonrod,  radiating  pulling  them  apart;  or  it  makes  itself  visible 
Vessels  of  the  sclerotic,  is  exceedingly  strik-  at  the  corner  of  the  eye,  or  between  the  eye- 
ing :  and  those  of  the  conjunctiva,  which  lie  lashes  along  the  edges  of  the  Uds,  which  it 
n^ed  on  the  loose  mucous  membrane,  admit  glues  together  at  night.  Sometimes  how- 
of  being  slipped  about  over  the  fixed  sone  of  ever  the  discharge  is  more  copious,  so  as  to 
vascularity  which  is  presented  by  those  of  approximate  to  what  is  observed  in  the  less 
the  fibrous  tunic.  severe  forms  of  another  disease  I  shall  pre- 

Tbit  pain  that  attends  catarriial  ophthal-  sently  mention ;  viz.  purulent  ophthalmia, 
mia  is  slight  and  trifling.  At  the  outset  There  is  seldom  much  swelling  of  the  con- 
there  is  generally  some  uneasiness  when  the  junctiva.  If  there  be  any,  it  results  from  an 
eye  is  exposed  to  the  light ;  but  there  is  no  effusion  of  serous  fluid  into  the  meshes  of 
intolerance  of  light  when  the  disease  is  fairly  the  cellular  tissue  that  connects  the  mem- 
developed.  The  patient  complains  rather  of  brane  with  the  subjacent  sclerotica :  by 
a  sensation  of  stiffness  and  dryness,  and  which  effusion  the  conjunctiva  is  partially 
feels  as  though  there  were  some  foreign  body  raised  and  separated.  This  kind  of  effusion 
in  the  eye,  between  the  globe  and  the  lids,  often  goes  to  a  very  great  extent  in  purulent 
especially  when  the  eye  is  moved ;  a  grain  of  ophthalmia,  or  in  violent  inflammation  of  the 
sand,  or  gravel,  or  a  little  fly.  So  exact  is  external  membranes,  as  I  shall  shew  you  by 
the  resemblance  of  this  feeling,  that  you  can  and  by. 

with  difficulty  perauade  the  patient  that  there  So  much,  then,  for  the  symptoms,  and 

is  nothing  of  that  sort  in  his  eye.     No  doubt  causes,  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia.     It  is  ne- 

tfais  sensation  is  produced  by  the  inequality  cessary  that  you  should  be  familiarly  ac- 

and  roughness  of  the  surface  consequent  upon  quainted  with  them  ;  not  so  much  because 

the  irregular  distension  of  the  vessels  of  the  tiie  complaint  is  very  eerioua  in  its  nature, 

inflamed    membrane  ;    irritating   the  organ  but  because  it  is  eommon ;  because  you  are 

mechanically,  just  as  a  piece  of  dust  would  sure  to  be  again  and  again  consulted  about 

irritate  it.  it,  and  because  It  is  of  great  importance  to 

Nowin  this  re8pect,again,there  is  a  marked  distinguish  it  from  other  forms  of  ophthol- 
difference  between  conjunctivitis  and  sde-  mia,  in  order  to  adopt  the  proper  treatment. 
rotitis.  In  the  latter  disease,  the  pain  is  A  mistake  of  diagnosis  might  lead  to  mis- 
much  more  severe,  of  a  dull  aching  character,  chievous  activity  on  the  one  hand ;  or  to 
with  a  sense  of  tightness :  the  part  inflamed  still  more  pernicious  inertness  on  the  other, 
is  denser,  and  less  yielding  than  the  con-  When  the  inflammation  does  not  extend 
junctiva.  The  pain  is  attended  also,  fre-  beyond  the  mucous  membrane,  it  will  run  a 
quenUy,  by  throbbing,  and  it  is  felt,  even  certain  course,  and  then,  under  favourable  cir- 
more  severely  perhaps,  in  the  suriounding  cumstances,  subside.  But  ifit  be  improperly 
parts,  than  in  the  eye  itself;  in  the  brow,  treated,  or  if  the  patient  cannot  guard  himself 
temples,  and  head.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  against  a  repetition  of  its  exciting  causes,  it 
circumstance,  too,  that  the  pain  is  distinctly  may  continue  for  weeks,  and  harass  him  a 
aggravated  towards  night ;  increasing  in  vio-  good  deal,  and  even  produce  such  a  change 
lence  firom  the  evening  till  after  xmdnight,  in  the  inflamed  lids  as  may  prove  a  source  of 
abating  towards  morning,  and  ceasing  in  a  permanent  irritation,  and  of  chronic  disease 
great  measure  during  the  day,  to  be  again  of  the  cornea  over  which  they  sweep. 
renewed  in  the  evening.  I  am  speaking  now  TVea/m^n/.— Active  general  remedies  are 
particularly  of  inflammation  of  the  sclerotica  scarcely  ever  necessary.  The  patient  should 
produced  by  the  same  cauees  as  give  rise  to  observe  the  main  particulars  of  the  antipklo- 
catarrhal  ophthalmia :  of  what  is  generally  gistic  regimen,  and  avoid  exposure  to  drafts 
called  rheumatic  ophthalmia.  or  conrents  of  air,  and  to  cold  and  moisture 
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generally.    When  the  external  weather  ia  once  or  twice,  or  three  times,  in  the  oourae 

inclement,  he  should  remain  in  rooms  of  a  of  the  day.     If  the  patient  recline  his  bend 

nniform   temperature.     It  will  be  right  to  backwards,  and  the  drop  be  placed  in  the 

purge  him  in  the  outset  with  calomel  and  hollow  formed  by  the  internal  angle  of  the 

jalap,  or  with  calomel  followed  by  a  black  eye,  it  will  be  diffused  oyer  tiie  globe  upoa 

dose.  the  separation  and  subsequent  winking   of 

If  the  system  at  large  sympathizes  with  the  lids.     After  a  minute  or  two  this  erases 

the  local  disease,  it  may  become  necessary  to  a  pricking  or  smarting  sensation,  whidi  sab-. 

take  blood  from  the  arm,  or  to  apply  leeches ;  sides  in  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes,  and  the 

but  neither  of  these  measures  are  requisite,  eye  then  feels  much  easier  than  it  did  before 

except  the  inflammation  is  unusually  severe,  the  drop  was  applied.     Dr.  Mackenzie  says 

or  the  disease  has  been  neglected  or  mis-  that  the  feeling  as  if  of  sand  in  the  eye,  is 

managed.  uniformly    relieved,  and  the  inflammation 

After  the  bowels  have  been  thoroughly  abated  by  the  use  of  this  solution,  which  he 

cleared  by  an  active  purgative  or  two,  re-  speaks  of  as  a  remedy  of  sovereign  utility  in 

medics  which  encourage  moderate  perspira-  the  puro-mncous  inflammations  of  the  con- 

tion  will  be  likely  to  forward  the  cure :  such  junctiva.    The  eye  continoes  easy r  after  its 

aswarm  diluent  drinks  :  five  grains  of  Dover's  application,  for  five  or  six  hours  perhaps ; 

powder,  and  immersion  of  the  feet  in  warm  and  when  the  symptoms  return,   they  are 

water,  at  bed- time ;  and  saline  draughts  con-  again  to  be  met  by  the  introduction  of  another 

taining  2  or  3  drachms  of  the  liquor  ammonise  drop.     As  the  disease  subsides  the  remedy 

acetatis,  taken  at  intervals  during  the  day.  gives  less  and  less  pain,  till  at  last  it  is  scsroely 

But  in  this  complaint  heal  measures  are  felt.  He  tells  us  that  **  he  has  sometimes 
of  greater  importance  than  those  which  are  alarmed  other  practitioners  by  proposing  to 
addressed  to  the  general  system  :  stimu-  drop  upon  the  surface  of  an  eye  highly  vas- 
lating  or  astringent  appUcations  to  the  af-  cular,  affiscted  with  a  feeling  as  tf  Iwoken 
fected  membrane  itself.  Almost  all  modem  pieces  of  glass  were  rolling  under  the  eydids, 
writers  on  diseases  of  the  eye  agree  in  this,  and  evidently  secreting  puriform  matter,  a 
Dr.  Mackenzie,  of  Glasgow,  states  it  as  the  solution  of  lunar  caustic ;  and  that  he  has 
result  of  his  observation  on  Beer's  practice  in  been  not  a  little  pleased  and  amaased  at  their 
Vienna,  and  of  his  own  subsequent  expe-  surprise  when,  next  day,  they  have  found  all 
rience,  on  an  extensive  scale,  at  the  Glasgow  the  symptoms  much  abated  by  the  use  of 
Eye  Infirmary,  that  "general  remedies  in  this  application."  He  declares  also  that  the 
this  disease  are  inferior  to  local  ones ;  that  acetate  of  lead,  and  the  sulphate  of  sine, 
violent  general  remedies  are  worse  than  use-  substances  which  are  much  used  in  what  are 
less ;  and  that  a  local  stimulant  treatment  called  co//yrta,  or  ey€'WaMhe$t  are  greatly 
may  almost  entirely  be  relied  on.''  Mr.  inferior,  as  local  applications,  to  the  nitrate 
Melin,  in  a  report  of  ocular  diseases  at  the  of  silver,  in  this  disease. 
General  Hospital,  Fort  Pitt,  states  that  he  There  is  another  expedient  titat  requires 
had  treated  nearly  300  cases,  some  of  them  to  be  attended  to  in  these  cases.  When  the 
severe,  upon  the  same  principle,  without  eyelids  are  gummed  together  by  the  visad 
either  local  or  general  bleeding;  and  that  he  di^charge,  much  hurtful  initation  is  often 
had  satisfied  himself  of  the  efficacy  of  this  produced  by  the  attempts  made  by  the  pa- 
plan  of  management.  And  Mr.  Lawrence,  tient  to  separate  them.  Now  all  this  may 
who  for  ten  years  was  one  of  the  sui^eons  to  be  obviated  by  greasing  their  tarsal  edges  at 
the  Ophthalmic  Infirmary,  in  Moorfields,  bed-time  with  any  mild  ointment ;  the  sper- 
and  who  during  that  period  had  ample  op-  maceti  ointment,  or  a  bit  of  lard.  There  is 
portunities  of  studying /At>  disease  of  the  eye  no  necessity,  as  I  believe,  in  this  form  of 
as  well  as  others,  says  that  it  is  one  to  which  disease,  to  use  medicated  or  stimulating 
the  use  of  strong  astringents  is  more  parti-  salves :  the  object  is  to  prevent  the  mutual 
cularly  applicable.  In  disorders  that  have  a  adhesion  of  the  lids  ;  and  this  is  accomplished 
strong  natural  tendency  to  terminate  in  re-  by  simple  grease.  i 
covery,  it  is  only  by  ts^ing  advantage  of  the  I 
conclusions  derived  from  extensive  observa-  Purulent  Ophthalmia — is  another  disease 
tion  that  we  can  be  quite  sure  of  our  ground  ;  of  the  conjunctiva ;  differing  from  catarrhal 
and  when  the  same  result'  is  reached  by  dif-  ophthalmia  in  degree,  in  the  severity  of  \t» 
ferent  and  independent  observers,  we  may  symptoms,  in  the  danger  which  it  implies  to 
safely  place  confidence  in  their  concurrent  the  sense  of  vision,  and  in  its  exciting  causes, 
testimony.  It  takes  its  name  from  the  profose  disdiarge 

Dr.    Mackenzie    and    Mr.   Melin  both  of  pus,  or  of  altered  mucus  which  cannot  be 

employ  and  recommend  the  same  applica-  distinguished  from  pus,  that  pours  fVom  the 

.  tion ;  viz.  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  inflamed    surface.       There    are    three    re« 

in  distilled  water,  in  the  proportion  of  four  markable  varieties  of  purulent  ophthalmia ; 

grains  to  the  ounce.     A  large  drop  of  this  called  respectively— 1,  purulent  ophthalmia 

solution  is  to  be  applied  to  the  membrane  of  newly  bom  children;  2,  purulent  ophthal* 
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mia   of  adults,    or  Egyptian    ophthalmia,  and  signifies  an  effusion,  and  hy  common 

or  contagious  ophthalmia ;    and  3,   gonor-  consent  among  medical  writers,  an  effusion 

rhoeal  ophthalmia.  of  blood.   x^M^'''"  i^  ^  genuine  Greek  word, 

The  symptoms  of  the  two  last-mentioned  the  root  of  which  is  x'lf^i  hiatus;  and  it 

varieties,  especially  in  their  severer  forms,  means  a  gap  or  hollow, 

are  so  much  the  same,  that  it  would  involve  Now  this  puriform  or  purulent  inflamma- 

us  in  mere  repetition  if  I  did  not  take  them  tion,  so  long  as  it  is  confined  to  that  part  of 

together.     In  truth  it  appears  to  me  much  the  membrane  which  lines  the  eyelid,  is  not 

the  simpler  and  better  mode  to  look  upon  of  any  serious  importance ;  but  it  is  prone 

purulent  ophthalmia  as  one  disease ;  and  to  to  extend  itself  to  the  cornea,  and  the  whole 

specify,  as  we  go  on,  the  difiierences  by  which  anterior  surface  of  the  eye,  causing  ulcera- 

its  several  forms  are  characterized :    and  not  tion  or  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  either  in 

to  split  it  into  three  different  diseases,  and  consequence  of  the  actual  inflammation  of 

to  give  a  separate  description  of  each.  that  part,  or  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 

Although  purulent  ophthalmia  is  inflam-  made  upon  and  around  it  by  the  swelling  of 
mation  of  the  very  same  part  that  is  inflamed  chemosis.  Frequently,  when  the  cornea 
in  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  and  differs  from  it  remains  visible,  a  furrow  or  trench  of 
chiefly  in  degree,  it  is  a  hideous  complaint,  ulceration  may  be  seen  at  its  margin ;  some- 
either  to  suffer  or  to  treat;  on  account  of  times  forming  a  complete  circle,  some- 
the  rapid  progress  it  frequently  makes,  and  times  portions  of  a  circle,  sometimes  going 
its  destructive  tendency.  The  inflammation  quite  through ;  and  when  this  happens,  or 
is  greatly  more  intense,  the  surface  becomes,  when  the  cornea  bursts,  from  the  effects  of 
in  the  worst  cases,  highly  vascular  through-  deeper-seated  inflammation,  the  aqueous 
out.  A  copious  dischaxge  of  thick,  yellow,  humour  is  evacuated,  and  the  iris  protrudes 
puriform  matter  speedily  establishes  itself :  through  the  aperture.  And  even  when  these 
this  flows  out  from  between  the  swollen  lids,  horrible  consequences  do  not  take  place,  the 
and  runs  over  the  cheek,  which  it  often  eye  is  often  as  effectually  spoiled  for  the 
excoriatts.  At  the  same  time  considerable  purposes  of  vision  by  an  interstitial  deposit 
effusion  takes  place  into  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  laminse  of  the  cornea,  rendering 
that  connects  the  sclerotica  and  the  conjunc-  it  opaque,  and  permanently  excluding  the 
tiva.  You  are  aware  that  the  coajunctiva  passage  of  light  to  the  retina, 
extends  over  the  whole  anterior  face  of  the  And  when  neither  of  these  lamentable 
globe;  but  that  it  adheres  so  much  more  effects  of  the  inflammation  are  produced,  it 
closely  to  the  cornea  than  to  the  sclerotica,  is  apt  to  leave  l^ehind  it  a  chronic  and  very 
that  we  might  doubt  at  first  whether  it  did  troublesome  condition  of  the  membrane, 
not  stop  at  its  margin.  This  close  and  firm  The  conjunctiva  that  lines  the  lids  remains 
adhesion  over  the  cornea,  and  the  looser  thickened  and  granular,  ai-d  hard  and 
attachment  to  the  sclerotica,  give  rise  to  a  rough,  instead  of  regaining  its  natural 
very  singular  phsenomenon.  The  conjunctiva  smoothness  and  softness,  and  polish.  And 
is  raised  to  some  distance  from  the  subjacent  the  consequence  of  this  is  a  perpetual  irrita- 
sclerotica  by  the  effusion  that  takes  place  tion  of  the  surface  of  the  cornea,  by  the  me- 
between  them  ;  and  it  projects  around  the  chanical  friction  of  the  rough  and  hard  lid  in 
cornea  in  the  shape  of  a  large  thick  ring,  opening  and  closing  the  eye,  and  in  the 
leaving  the  cornea  buried,  as  it  were,  in  a  pit :  various  motions  of  the  eyeball.  The  con- 
nay,  sometimes  the  swollen  and  prominent  tinuance  of  this  irritation  leads  at  length  to 
membrane  will  lap  over,  so  as  nearly  to  ex-  .haziness  or  opacity  of  the  cornea,  which  be- 
dude  the  cornea  from  our  sight.  The  same  comes  traversed  also  by  visible  red  vessels, 
kind  of  effusion  takes  place  also,  sometimes  Chronic  inflammation  of  its  investing  mem- 
with  great  rapidity,  into  the  cellular  tissue  brane  is  produced,  and  kept  up. 
connecting  the  conjunctiva  with  the  palpebrse,  The  most  severe  forms  of  this  disease  are 
producing  great  external  tumefaction,  and  a  attended,  at  length,  with  a  good  deal  of 
livid  red  appearance  of  the  eyelids,  which  pain;  doubtless  because  the  inflammation 
project  forwards  in  large  convex  masses,  and  penetrates  to  the  deeper-seated  textures  of 
often  prevent  our  seeing  the  globe  of  the  eye  the  organ.  The  pain  then  presents  those 
at  all :  the  upper  lid  especially  becoming  characters  which  I  mentioned  before  as  be- 
hard  and  stiff,  and  completely  overhanging  longing  to  certain  inflammations  of  the  scle- 
the  lower.  This  swelling  from  effusion  into  rotica :  i.  e.  it  is  pulsative ;  and  sometimes 
the  subconjunctival  tissue  is  of  a  pale  red,  sharp  and  lancinating,  sometimes  dull  and 
fleshy  colour,  sometimes  marked  here  and  aching ;  and  it  is  intermittent,  or,  if  constant, 
there  with  patches  of  extravasated  blood,  it  is  aggravated  by  paroxysms;  the  paroxysms 
"Hie  appearance  is  called  chemotu:  not  coming  on  at  night,  and  abating  towards 
eochymosis,  as  the  similarity  of  the  sound  morning ;  and  it  is  not  confined  to  the  eye 
has  led  some  erroneously  to  suppose,  but  itself,  but  extends  to  the  parts  around  it. 
chemosis.  Eochymosis  is  a  barbarous  term  This  cireumorbital  pain  is  characteristic  of 
of  modem  fiibrication,  from  tKx^^t  effundo;  inflammation  of  the  sclerotica  and  cornea, 
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and  of  the  internal  tnnicsy  the  choroid  and  lapses,  upwards  of  900  cases  had  takeo  place 

iris.     When  the  eye  is  not  visible,  from  the  in  the  same  establishment, 

swelling,  we  may  conclude  that  the  inliam-  You  will  find  these  statements  in  a  paper 

mation  is  as  yet  confined  to  the  conjunctiva,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  **  lYttHtaeiioiu  of 

when  the  pain  is  only  scalding  or  "  sandy  ;**  a  Society  for  the  improvement  of  Medicai 

and  that  it  has  extended<to  the  sclerotica  and  and  Chirurgical  Knowledge ,**  by  the  late 

cornea  when  the  pain  is  severe,  throbbing,  Sir  Patrick  Macgregor.     Many  of  our  best 

and  paroxysmal.     In  the  cases  in  which  the  re^ments  were  for  a  time  crippled  and  ren- 

latter  kind  of  pain  is  felt,  the  cornea  generally  dered  unfit  for  service  by  this  disease ;  which 

gives  way ;  and  sometimes  this  circumstance  they  carried  from    Egypt  to  other  foreign 

brings  relief  to  the  pain,  and  sometimes  the  stations  as  well  as  to  this  country,  especially 

pain  continues  to  return  after  the  bursting  to  Sicily,  Malta,  and  Gibraltar.     Nor  were 

of  the  cornea.     It  is  curious  that  with  all  the  Frendi  troops  less  extensively  affected  by 

this,  there  is  seldom  much  intolerance  of  it.     Assalini,  who  wrote  an  account  of  the 

light  manifested.  ophthalmia  of  Egypt,  states  that  two-thirds  of 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  this  malady,  it  is  the  French  army  were  labouring  under  it  at 

entirely  local :  the  system  at  large  is  scarcely  one  time.      It  occurs  also,  but  fortunately 

disturbed  at  all.   But  the  constitution  begins  not  to  such  an  extent,  in  civil  life.     It  broke 

to  sympathize    and   suffer  when  the  local  out  some  years  ago,  in  a  large  boys'  school 

symptoms  increase  in  severity :    the  pulse  in  Yorkshire ;  and  blindness  of  one  or  both 

becomes   frequent,  and  the   tongue   white,  eyes,  or  serious  injury  to  sight,  fitHn  opacity 

but  there  is  seldom  much  thirst  or  fever ;  of  the  cornea,  and  other  consequences,  took 

and  when  bfood  is  drawn  from  a  vein,  it  does  place  in  nearly  20  cases, 

not,  in  general,  exhibit  the  buffy  coat.     A  You  perceive,  therefore,  that  this  fomnd- 

good  deal  of  variety  in  these  respects  has  able  complaint  has  been  ascertained,  within 

been    noticed    however  in  different  cases,  the  last  forty  years,  to  have  prevailed  as  an 

Children  appear  to  suffer  more  constitutional  epidemic ;  attacking  great  numbers  of  persons 

disturbance  when  labouring  under  purulent  living  under  the  same  circumstances,  and 

ophthalmia  than  adults.  Iftherebenotmuch  having  constant  communication  with   eai^ 

fever,  there  is  always  much  uneasiness  and  other.  And  one  of  the  first  questions  that  nata- 

irritation,  and  the  sleep  is  broken  by  the  rallyarises  in  one's  mind,  is  whether  it  is  capa- 

nocturnal  accessions  of  pain.  ble  of  being  propagated  or  not  from  one  person 

Such  being  the  general  features  and  course  to  another  by  contagion.  Much  difference  of 

of  the  disease,  at  least  as  it  occurs  in  adults,  opinion  has  existed  on  this  suoject.     For  my 

or  in  patients  beyond  the  period  of  infancy,  own  part  I  cannot  imagine  how  any  one  can 

we  may  next  inquire  into  the  circumstances  doubt  its  contagious  properties, 

under  which  it  has  been  observed  to  occur.  I  will  give  you  a  case  or  two,  as  related  by 

Purulent  ophthalmia  has  been  ascertained  Sir  Patrick  Macgregor,   proving  two  very 

to  be  a  common  disease  in  hot  climates :  in  important  facts ;   first,  that   the  dtsease  is 

India,  Persia,  and  Egy})t.     It  was  brought  capable  of  being  excited  in  the  eye  of  a  per* 

into  England,  from  the  latter  country,  by  our  son,  previously  healthy,  by  the  direct  appli- 

troops  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen-  cation  of  the  puriform  disdiarge  firom  an  eye 

tury,  after  the  celebrated    struggle    which  affected  with  this  ophthalmia ;  and  secondly, 

there  took  place  between  our  army  and  the  the  very  rapid  operation  of  the  poison  so 

French  under  Napoleon.     In  this  way  it  got  applied. 

the  name  of  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia.     It  One  of  the  nurses  employed  at  the  MiK- 

naturally  excited  very  great  attention  at  that  tary  Asylum,  while  syringing  the  eye  of  a 

time,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  boy  who  hod  much  purulent  discharge,  found 

accurately  described  before.  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  matter 

To  give  you  some  notion  of  its  prevalence  had  spurted  into  her  right  eye.     This  was  at 

in  certain  places  and  at  certain  periods,  and  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  :  she  felt  little  or 

of  its  serious  nature,  I  may  state  that  it  was  no  smarting  at  the  time ;  but  towards  9  o'clock 

ascertained,  by  returns  made  from  the  Mill-  the  same  evening,  her  right  eye  became  red 

tary  Hospitals  at  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham,  and  somewhat  painful,  and  when  she  awoke 

that  on  the  1st  of  December,  1810,   there  the  next  morning,  the  eyelids  were  swelled, 

were  no  less  than  2317  soldiers  a  burden  there  waa  purulent  diteharge,  and  she  com- 

upon  the  public  from  blindness  in  conse-  plained  of  pain  in  the  eyeball.     The  usual 

quence  of  ophthalmia ;  and  that  in  this.num-  remedies  were  begun  in  the  morning,  and  die 

ber  those  soldiers  who  had  lost  the  sight  of  recovered  in  the  space  of  three  weeks  or  a 

one  eye  only  were  not  included.  month.    The  left  eye  (into  which  none  of 

Again,  in  the  year    1804,   within    nine  the  matter  had  gone)  remained  free  firom 

months,  i.  e.  firom  April  to  December,  nearly  disease. 

400  cases  of  purulent  ophthalmia  occurred  at  A  precisely  similar  accident  happened  on 

the  Royal  Military  Asylum ;  and  within  six  another  occasion  to  another  of  the  nurwa, 

years  from  that  time,  without  including  re-  except  that  the  matter  spurted  into  her  /^ 
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ye,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  Sir  P.  might  be  considered  as  an  accidental  coinci- 
Macgregor  happened  to  be  in  the  hospital  at  dence),  but  several :  the  morbid  secretion  is 
the  time  when  the  accident  occurred.  He  applied  to  one  eye  only ;  the  symptoms  of 
desired  the  nurse  to  bathe  her  eye  imme-  inflammation  commence,  and  the  regular 
diately  with  luke-warm  water,  and  she  did  form  of  the  disease  is  fully  developed  within 
so  for  several  minutes ;  but  notwithstanding  a  few  hours  after  the  first  application  of  the 
this  early  precaution,  about  seven  o'clock  in  pus ;  and  that  eye  only  is  affected.  It  is 
the  evening  the  left  eye  began  to  itch  to  such  im|K)ssible  to  get  over  evidence  of  this  kind. 
a  degree,  that  she  could  not  refrain  from  rub-  The  only  questions  therefore  that  can  be 
bing  it.  Whtti  she  awoke  next  morning  the  raised  are,  whether  the  disease  is  ever  pro- 
eye  was  considerably  inflamed,  the  lids  were  duced  in  any  otfier  way  than  by  contagion ; 
Bwdled,  and  when  she  moved  the  eyeball  she  whether  it  can  be  occasioned  through  the 
had  a  sensation  as  if  some  sand  was  lodged  medium  of  the  atmosphere  impregnated  with 
beneath  tiie  eyelid.  In  the  course  of  the  the  specific  efOuvia  proceeding  from  the 
same  day  purulent  fluid  issued  from  the  eye,  diseased  part,  without  any  actual  contact  of 
and  other  symptoms  foUowed  which  were  the  pus  in  substance;  and  supposing  that 
similar  to  those  of  the  children  under  her  the  complaint  does  not  always  result  from 
care.  The  disease  subsided  under  the  usual  contagion,  how  it  is  originally  produced  ? 
treatment  in  14  days.  In  this  case  also  the  I  ought  to  observe,  that  independently  of 
other  eye  remained  sound.  such  isolated  examples  of  the  direct  commu- 

Another  of  the  nurses  in  the  same  institu-  nication  of  the  complaint,  by  contact  with 
tion  did  not  come  off  so  well.  She  was  the  diseased  matter,  as  I  have  just  laid  before 
sponging,  vrith  warm  water,  the  eyes  of  a  you,  the  history  and  progress  of  ophthalmia, 
boy  suffering  severely  from  purulent  oph>  since  it  has  been  noticed  in  Europe,  are  very 
tbalmia ;  and  she  inadvertently  applied  the  strongly  indicative  of  its  contagious  nature, 
sponge  she  was  using  to  her  right  eye.  This  I  have  already  stated  that  it  was  not  known 
happened  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  She  in  Europe  till  the  commencement  of  the 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  the  other  present  century — till  after  the  Egyptian  cam- 
nurses,  but  she  took  no  means  to  prevent  paign,  in  fact.  It  is  not  alluded  to  by  any 
infection.  Between  3  and  4  o'clock  of  the  of  the  authors  on  diseases  of  the  eye  who 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  great  itching  of  wrote  previously  to  that  period ;  although 
the  right  eye  came  on ;  and  before  she  went  some  of  the  Italian  physicians  and  surgeons, 
to  bed  it  was  considerably  inflamed.  Next  and  many  of  the  Germans,  had  paid  great 
morning  her  eyelids  were  swollen,  she  com-  attention  to  that  class  of  diseases.  It  spread 
plained  of  pain  in  moving  them,  and  the  from  Eg^l^t  both  to  France  and  tothiscoun- 
whole  anterior  surface  of  the  eyeball  was  try,  and  to  other  places  in  which  detach* 
much  inflamed;  and  a  purulent  discharge  ments  of  the  Egyptian  force  were  subse- 
began  to  trickle  down  the  cheeks  from  the  quently  stationed :  in  Sicily,  to  wit,  and  in 
inner  canthus.  The  symptoms  increased  in  Gibraltar  and  Malta.  Whenever  it  has  pre- 
severity  in  spite  of  all  the  means  employed  vailed  among  our  troops  at  home,  this  cir« 
to  check  them,  and  on  the  fourth  day  the  camstance  has  been  uniformly  observed: 
eyeball  burst.  The  sight  of  the  eye  was  that  it  first  broke  out  in  soldiers  who  had 
irrecoverably  lost,  and  the  inflammation  con-  come  from  Eg3rpt,  or  had  been  in  communi- 
tinued  for  upwards  of  three  months.  The  cation  with  regiments  that  had  been  in  Egypt, 
left  eye  did  not  suffer.  In  all  cases  its  origin  could  be  traced  to  the 

These  were  cases  in  which  the  poisonous  introduction  of  fresh  troops  into  the  regiment 

matter  was  accidentally  applied.      But  a  or  the  barracks. 

similar  application  has  been  made  intention^  Again,  the  manner  in  which  it  spreads  is 
allyt  and  by  way  of  experiment,  and  toith  exceedingly  instructive  on  this  point.  It 
the  same  result*.  Dr.  Gmllie,  of  Paris,  in-  extends  itself  rapidly,  when  once  introduced, 
troduced  the  puriform  secretion,  which  was  in  places  where  a  considerable  number  of 
furnished  by  some  children  affected  with  persons  are  collected  together;  especially 
purulent  ophthalmia,  under  the  eyelids  of  under  circumstances  favourable  to  the  pro- 
four  other  children  belonging  to  another  in-  pagation  of  contagious  maladies ;  as  among 
stitution ;  an  institution  for  the  blind.  These  soldiers  assembled  in  barracks,  where  many  of 
four  children  were  amaurotic,  but  the  external  the  men  live  in  the  same  apartments,  and 
surface  of  their  eyes  was  healthy  and  entire,  use  the  same  towels  ;  while  the  officers,  who 
In  each  instance  a  regular  attack  of  purulent  live  in  larger  and  better  ventilated  rooms, 
ophthalmia  followed  the  introduction  of  the  and  apart  from  each  other,  generally  escape, 
matter.  And  the  good  effect,  in  checking  the  farther 

Facts  of  this  kind,  I  say,  prove,  beyond  extension  of  the  disease,  of  separating  the 

the  possibility  of  question,  thiat  the  disease  healthy  from  the  sick,  and  of  confining  every 

may  be  propagated  from   a  diseased  to  a  one  to  his  own  washing  utensils,  and  clothes, 

healthy  eye  by  actual  contact  of  the  puriform  and  towels  and  sponges,  leads  to  the  same 

matter.    Here  we  have  not  one  base  (which  conchision.    Rust,  a  German  author,  men- 
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tions  this  striking  fact  In  oorroboradon  of  serted  it  under  both  the  lids  of  eadi  eje,  in 

what  I  have  just  been  saying.     The  disease  a  great  number  of  animals,  leaving  Che  pencal 

broke  out  in  the  town  of   Mayenoe.    This  there  for  a  few  seconds,  and  then  preasini^  it 

place  was  garrisoned  byPnissian  and  Austrian  so  as  to  squeeze  the  matter  out.     He  also 

troopfi.     The  ophthalmia  began  to  spread  smeared  the  pus  copiously  and  repeatedly 

extensively   among   the   Prussian  soldiery  ;  along  the  edges  of  the  lids.     He  served  in 

-H-hilc  the  Austrians,  who  were  stationed  in  this  way  five  cats,  ten  dogs,  two  rabbits,  two 

separate  barracks  from  the  Prussians,  in  ano-  squirrels,  two  blackbirds,  a  stariing,a  yeUow- 

ther  quarter  of  the  town,  remained  quite  free  hammer,  and  a  cock.    And  in  none  of  ttiem 

from  it.  did  the  inoculation  produce  the    slighftest 

Those  persons  who  deny,  or  who  doubt,  effect, 
the  contagious  nature  of  purulent  ophthalmia.        It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  these  negmiioe 

rest  their  opinions  upon  some  such  consi-  experiments,  however,    that  other  persons 

derations  as  these.     They  hold,  ib  the  first  were  more  sncoessfiil  in  producing  the  disease 

place,  that  the  peculiarities   of  the  atmo-  in  this  manner.    Vasani  and  Griife  have  both 

sphere,  in  Egypt,  where  the  disease  has  been  excited  it  repeatedly  in  dogs  and  cats,  by  tbe 

found  so  common,  are  mijicient  in  them-  application  to  their  eyes  of  matter  tdcea 

selves    to    account  for  it.     That  the  inha-  from  human  patients.     And  I  have  alresdy 

bitants  of  that  country  never  dream  of  its  informed  you  of  many  instances  in  whi^ 

being  caused  by  contagion.     Assalini,  who  the  disease  was  generated  in  men  by  aoci- 

saw  the  complaint  raging   in   the  French  dental,  and  even  by  intentional,  inoculation, 

army,  professes  his  belief  that  it  did  not  No  amount  of  negative  evidence  can  do  away 

arise  or  spread  by  contagion.     He  remarks  with  positive  testimony  so  often  repeated, 
that  the  atmospheric  conditions  which  are        And  with  respect  to  the  other  objections, 

known  to  occasion  catarrhal  affections,  are  and  especially  the  main  objection,  that  per- 

very  frequent  and  powerful  in  Egypt :  the  sons  may  associate  and  hold  close  interconrse 

days  are  very  hot,  the  nights  chilly,  and  at-  with  individuals  labouring  under  purulent 

tended  with  heavy  dews  ;  and  the  eyes  are  ophthalmia  without  contracting  the  disease ; 

perpetually  exposed,    in  the  day  time,  to  a  I  would  have  you  remark  that  this  is  no  more 

dazzling  glare  of  light  from  the  white  sandy  than  what  continually  happens  in  regard  to 

surface,  while  the  air  is  full  of  floating  parti-  diseases  that  are  acknowledged  on  all  bandii 

cles  of  hot  sand,  which  are  raised  from  the  to  be  contagious,  and  to  have  no  other  sonroe 

ground  by  the  slightest  breeze.     His  opinion  at  present,  however  they  might  have  origina- 

therefo^e,  and  that  of  others  who  saw  the  ted  at  first,  but  contagion :  the  small-pox  for 

disease  as  it  prevailed  in  that  country,  wss,  example.     I  think  there  is  good  reason  for 

that  it  consisted  simply  of  acute  catarrhal  believing,  from  the  facts  which  I  have  been 

inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva ;  and  that  it  relating,  that  purulent  ophthalmia,  like  the 

affected  those  persons  most  who  were  most  small-pox,  is  capable  of  being  oommunicated 

exposed  to  the  exciting  causes  of  such  inflam-  from  one  person  to  another,  not  only  by  po- 

mation:  the  common  soldiers,  therefore,  more  sitive  contact,  but  by  transmission  of  the 

frequently  than  the  officers.  specific  poison  somehow  for  a  short  distance 

Other  circumstances  adduced  by  the  dia-  through  the  air.  But  many  persons  exposed 
believers,  or  sceptics  in  respect  to  contagion,  to  the  contagion  of  smaU-pox  escape  it  alto- 
are  that  many  who  have  intercourse  with  the  gether ;  and  more  persons  still,  peihaps,  fiul 
sick  escape  the  disease ;  and  that  when  bodies  to  be  affected,  though  fully  exposed,  at  one 
of  men,  among  whom  purulent  ophthalmia  time,  and  yet  readily  accept  the  disease  at 
has  been  prevailing  to  a  great  extent^  are  another  time,  even  when  the  exposure  may 
broken  up  and  dispersed,  the  complaint  is  not  seem  much  more  slight  than  on  previous  oc- 
thereby  disseminated,  as  they  say  it  ought  to  casions.  Now  what  is  true  of  the  smaU-pox 
be,  supposing  it  to  be  communicable  from  may  be  presumed  to  be  likely,  althou^  per- 
one  person  to  another ;  that,  in  fact,  this  dis-  haps  in  a  different  degree,  of  purulent  oph- 
persion,  the  disbanding  of  troops  for  instance,  thalmia. 

and  sending  them  to  their  friends  and  fami-        As  to  the  circumstance  that  the  disbanding 

lies  all  over  the  country,  is  the  surest  way  of  of  a  regiment  infected  with  the  disease  pre- 

stopplng  the  disorder.  vents  instead  of  fovouring  its  diaoemination, 

Again,   many  ineffectual    attempts    have  that  circumstance  is  really  no  argument  at 

been  made  to  inoculate  the  eyes  of  animals  all  against  our  belief  in  its  contagions  nature, 

with   the  matter    of   purulent  ophthaknia.  Weshall  see  hereafter,  that  when  fever  patients 

Miiller,  a  German,  with  that  care  and  indus-  are  collected  in  numbers  in  distinct  wards,  or 

try  for  which  the  Germans  are  so  remarkable,  in  fever  hospitals,  that  disease  is  very  apt  to 

took  matter  from  the  eyes  of  patients  labour-  be  communicated  to  the  nurses  and  medical 

ing  under  purulent  ophthalmia  early  in  the  attendants  of  the  sick ;  whereas  when  such 

morning,  before  they  had  washed  them,  col-  patients  are  distributed  here  and  there  among 

lected  it  on  a  cameVs  hair  pencil,  and  in-  others,  in  a  gentral  hospital,  the  disease  is 
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scarcely  erer  known  to  spread.     In  the  one  they  may  have  eometimes  luffered  nz^natly : 

C9ae  the  poiaon  is  eoncenirated  and  ^eeiive,  hut  you  had  better  not  commit  yoarselvea, 

in  the  other  it  ia  dUuttd  and  harmlest,  especially  while  you  are  young  in  years  and 

Dr.  Mackenzie  indeed  has  come  to  the  in  ezperienoey  by  strong  assertions  of  the 

conclusion,  from  what  he  has  himself  ob-  noncontagiousness  of  any  diseasCr  the  mode 

served,  that  the  discharge  in  catarrhal  oph-  of  propagation  of  which  is  at  all  questionable, 

thalmia,    especially   when    it    is    distinctly  And  as  for  the  disesse  that  we  are  now  con- 

puriformi  if  conveyed  from  the  eyes  of  the  oemed  with,  you  will  do  well  to  act  as  though 

patient  to  those  of  others  by  the  fingers,  or  it  were  certainly  contagious ;   whether  you 

by  towels,  and  so  forth,  is  capable  of  exciting  meet  with  it  as  a  sporadic  or  as  an  epidemic 

inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  still  more  complsint,  whether  it  be  severe  in  its  symp- 

severe,  more  distinctly  purtform,  and  more  toms,  or  mild.     You  should  forbid  the  use 

dangerous,  than  was  the  original  ophthalmia,  of  your  patient's  towels  and  washing  vessels 

And  with  respect  to  the  disease  which  I  have  by  other  members  of  the  ftunily ;  you  should 

been  speaking  of  as  purulent  ophthalmia,  or  avoid  employing .  the  same  instruments  or 

Egyptian  ophthalmia,  this  author  calls  it,  sponges  to  any  sound  eye  which  you  have 

contagious  ophthalmia ;  he  holds  that  the  in-  been  using  for  one  that  is  affected  with  this 

flammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  whether  in  complaint ;  and  you  should  take  care  to  wash 

the  mild  or  more  severe  form,  may  and  often  your  own  hands,  after  Kim.<iing  a  diaeased 

does  originate  from  common   atmospheric  eye,  before  you  apply  your  fingers  to  another 

influences,  but  that  when  so  caused  it  may  be  that  ia  yet,  in  this  respect,  healthy. 

communicated  from  person  to  person,  esne-  — 

cially  when  it  is  attended  with  a  puriform  LECTURES 

discharge. 

And  this  is  an  opinion  which,  I  think,  is  ^^ 

frilly  warranted  by  the  facta  which  we  are  in  MORTIFICATION, 

able  to  account  for,  m  some  medical  men,  ^      -.-.««rp.*«.. 

to  admit  of  the  operation  of  contagion,  as  a        By  Sia  Bbk^am in  C.  Bbooik,  Baat. 

cause  of  disease.     There  are  undoubtedly  F.R.S.  &c. 

some  difficulties  belonging  to  the  doctrine  of  LECTtmE  III.-Dec.  12,  1840. 

contagion,  and  I  hope  m  the  progress  of  the  i  *«  v. 

course,  and  especiaUy  when  I  come  to  speak  

of  fever,  to  give  that  subject  the  careful  at-  Destruction  qf  parts  by  Caustics. 
tention  which  its  great  importance  demands ;  Parts  may  be  destroyed  by  the  application 
and  to  enable  you  to  make  up  your  minds  of  various  substances,  which  exercise  a  che- 
respecting  it.  At  present  I  will  only  remark,  mical  action  on  the  materials  of  which  their 
that  there  is  nothing  absurd,  or  unlikely,  in  organixation  is  composed.  We  call  these 
the  suppodtion,  that  diseases  may  first  arise  substances  caustics,  and  sometimes  escharO' 
from  some  other  source,  and  then  become  tics.  This  ia  a  subject  of  especial  interest  in 
capable  of  spreading  by  contagion ;  and  that  practical  surgery  :  and  in  considering  it  I 
in  all  cades,  even  when  the  contagious  prin-  shallnotconfine  myself  to  the  modus  operandi 
ciple  ia  most  manifest,  there  seems  to  be  ofcaustics,  but  I  shall  extend  my  obaervationa 
something  else  required  besides  the  presence  to  the  modes  of  using  them,  and  explain  some 
of  contagious  matter ;  there  must  be  a  power  of  the  principal  occasions  on  which  you  may, 
of  receiving  it,  a  susceptibility  of  its  influ-  in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  have  recourse 
enoe,  on  the  part  of  the  person  exposed  to  to  them  with  advantage.  I  have  no  scruple 
it:  a  predispodtion  which  is  less  common  in  doing  this,  as  I  am  not  restricted  by  the  ndea 
in  regard  to  some  diseases  than  to  others ;  of  a .  systematic  course  of  lectures,  and  need 
but  without  the  presence  of  which  there  is  have  no  object  in  view,  except  that  of  making 
scarcely  any  complaint  that  can  be  so  pro-  these  discourses  as  useful  to  you  as  possible, 
pagated.  I  have  said  that  caustics  act  chemically, 
At  any  rate  I  would  desire  to  impress  upon  destroying  in  this  manner  the  oiganixation 
you  the  expedience  and  propriety  of  acting^  of  the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied.  If 
whatever  your  doubts  or  your  belief  may  be,  there  be  any  exception  to  this  general  rule, 
upon  the  sqfe  side.  We  are  bound  t6  pro-  it  is  in  the  case  of  arsenic,  in  the  operation  of 
ceed,  in  all  questionable  cases  of  this  lund,  which  there  seems  to  be  something  peculiar.  I 
upon  the  most  unfiivonrable  supposition.  makethisobservation,becau8e  it  hiu  appeared 
Very  great  discredit  and  loss  of  reputation  to  me,  that  while  other  caustics  have  a  mani- 
have  befallen  practitioiiers  who,  having  them-  fest  action  on  the  dead  body,  it  is  not  so  with 
selves  no  belief  that  a  given  complaint  was  arsenic.  I  very  much  suspect  that  arsenic 
contagious,  have  neglected  those  precautions  acts  merely  on  the  fluids,  while  ordinary  caus- 
which,  under  a  contrary  impression,  they  tics  act  on  the  fluicU  and  solids  also.  How- 
would   have   thought   necessary.      Perhaps  ever,  I  offer  this  to  you  as  a  conjecture,  and 
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as  a  matter  deserving  of  Airtherfaiquiry,  and  tbe  worse  on  that  aooount.    Hie  ointment 

not  as  a  well-established  fact.     All  other  consists  of  verdigris,   sulphate  of  copper, 

caustics  which  I  have  made  the  subject  of  nitricoxideof  mercury,  of  each  two  dr&dims, 

experiment  produce  a  distinct  alteration  in  oxymuriate  of  mercury  one  drachm,  vridi  as 

the  condition  of  the  dead  body,  though  dif-  much  hog's  lard  as  is  necessary  to  blend 

ferent  in  appearance  from  what  they  pro-  them  together.     This  may  be  spread  on  lint, 

duce  on  the  living,  in  which  they  operate  on  and  one  or  two  applications  will  be  aofficient 

the  fluids  as  well  as  on  the  solids,  and  in  to  destroy  a  very  large  mass  of  fungous 

which  the  blood  moving  in  the  small  vessels  granulations. 

conveys  their  influence  beyond  the  surface         One  mode  of  making  an  issue  is  by  means 

to  which  they  are  actually  applied.  of  caustic,  and  for  this  purpose  we  generally 

A  great  variety  of  chemical  agents  may  be     employ  caustic   potash  (potassa  fiua),    or 

employed  as  caustics.     It  would  be  an  end-  strong  nitric  acid.      The  former  may   be 

less  tssk  for  me  to  describe  all  of  those  with  rubbed  on  the  part  until  it  has  penetrated 

which  I  am  myself  acquainted ;  and  if  I  were  through  the  skin,  and  that  is  enough.     If  you 

to  do  so,  a  multitude  of  others  would  be  left  continue  rubbing  it  afterwards  it  goes  deeper 

unnoticed,  of  which  I  have  no  experience.  I  than  is  necessary,  and  generally  gives  rise  to 

shall  only  speak  of  those  which  we  are  in  the  considerable  bleeding.  This  caustic  continues 

common  habit  of  emplo3ring,  and  the  right  to  spread  after  you  have  ceased  to  apply  it, 

use  of  which  will,  if  I   am  not  mistaken,  and  you  must  make  an  allowance  for  this  vrben 

enable  you  to  accomplish  all  that  can    be  you  use  it,  otherwise  you  make  too  large  a 

accomplished  in  this  way.  slough.    The  concentrated  nitric  add  spreads 

There  is  some  difference  in  the  action  of  dif-  a  litUe  after  it  has  been  applied,  but  not  so 

ferent  caustics,some  act  slowly, others  rapidly;  much  as  the  caustic  potash.    The  nitric  acid 

some  produce  much  pain,  others  comparatively  is  applied  by  means  of  lint  on  the  end  of  a 

little  pain :  the  pain  caused  by  some  is  very  probe  dipped  in  the  add,  and  nibbed  for 

severe  for  a  short  time,  by  others  less  severe,  several  minutes  on  the  suifu^.     I  have  seen 

but  of  longer  duration  i  some  destroy  a  part  issues  made  by  the  nitrate  of  silver  made 

to  a  much  greater  extent  than  others :  the  into  an  ointment  and  laid  upon  the  part.     It 

slough  made  by  one  kind  of  caustic  will  sepa-  makes  a  slough  of  the  skin,  and,  as  far  as  the 

rate  much  sooner  than  that  made  by  another,  mere  ^issne  is  concerned,  will  do  very  well ; 

The  period  occupied  by  the  separation  of  the  but  it  is  very  slow  in  its  action,  and  causes  ten 

slough  seems  to  depend  on  the  quantity  of  times  the  pain  produced  by  other  caustics, 
surrounding  inflammation.     If  the  inflam-         When  an  issue  is  open  you  want  to  keep 

mation  of  the  margin  be  considerable,  the  it  so,  while  perhaps  it  has  a  tendency  to 

slough  is  soon  thrown  off;  whereas,  if  it  be  heal ;  and  there  are  other  occasions  on  which 

trifling,  it  may  remain  attached  for  a  long  something  is  required  to  prevent  sores  or 

time.     If  the  caustic  be  applied  merely  to  the  orifice  of  a  sinus  from  healing.       A 

granulations,  the  slough  separates  mudi  sooner  man  may  have  a  small  abscess  by  the  side 

than  if  it  be  applied  to  the  sldn  or  to  other  of  the  anus.     If  the  orifice  heals  the  matter 

parts  of  original  structure.  collects  within,  and  a  Isirge  abscess  is  formed. 

There  is  no  class  of  cases  in  which  you  which  should  be  prevented  if  possible.     In 

will  have  such   frequent   occasion  to  apply  these  cases  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 

caustic,  as  those  of  exuberant  granulations,  is  to  touch  the  margin  of  the  issue,  or  the 

such  as  are  commonly  called  proud  fieah.  orifice  of  thft  sinus,  now  and  tiien  with  the 

In  some  cases,  in  whidi  there  is  little  dispo-  caustic  potash.     It  makes  a  slough  which 

sition   to  form  new  skin,  the   granulations  takes  some  time  to  come  away,  and  5ie  appli- 

rising  above  the  level   of  the  skin  in  the  cation  of  it  once  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  will 

ndghbourhood,   it  is  important  that  they  answer  that  purpose.    I  have  seen  the  nitrate 

should  be  destroyed.     On  these  occasions  we  of  silver  frequently  used  with  the  same  inten- 

commonly  use  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  it  is  tion ;  but  in  fact  it  promotes  cicatrization, 

quite  a  sufficient  caustic  for  this  purpose,  and  heals  the  sore  or  the  sinus,  instead  of 

You  rub  the  part  with  it  pretty  freely,  and  keeping  it  open. 

the  next  day  the  exuberant  granulations  have         Then^is  an  occasion  on  which  you  wiU  not 

disappeared,  partly  by  sloughing,  and  partly  unfrequently  have  occasion  to  apply  caustic, 

by  absorption.     There  are,  however,  occa-  and  where  it  is  very  material  indeed  that  it 

sions  on  which  you  will  find  a  great  irregular  should  be  done  in  a  careful  and  sdentific 

mass  of  unhealthy  granulations  beyond  what  manner.     I  refer  to  cases  in  which  a  person 

the  nitrate  of  silver  will  easily  destroy.    Such  has  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog,  or  a  dog 

granulations  as  those  to  which  I  now  allude  supposed  to  be  rabid.     It  is  evident  that  in 

are  frequently  generated  over  an  old  carious  either  case  the  treatment  must  be  just  the 

suWace  of  bone,  and  you  wiU  then  find  that  same.  On  these  occasions  it  is  better  to  ex- 

the  ointment  which  I  am  going  to  mention  cise  the  part  thoroughly,  and  to  take  out  a 

makes  an  excellent  caustic  application  for  good  deal  of  the  surrounding  parts.     But  it 

thom.     It  is  a  very  old  prescription,  but  not  sometimes  happens  that  this  cannot  be  very 
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easily  accomplished.  A  pereon,  for  instancei  You  may  effect  this  by  the  caustic  patash, 
is  bitten  in  the  palm  of  the  hand, ;  the  dog's  but  not  very  well ;  you  want  some  kind  of 
tooth  penetrates  into  it,  and  it  would  be  a  caustic  which  will  lie  in  the  substance  of  the 
very  serious  thing  to  cut  out  tendons,  nerves,  diseased  glands  and  destroy  their  inner  stmc- 
aud  every  thing  else  drawn  to  the  metacarpal  tureas  well  as  their  outer  surface.  The  form 
bones.  Or  it  may  be  that  you  had  supposed  of  caustic  I  am  going  to  mention  was  used  by 
that  you  had  cut  out  the  part  completely,  the  late  Mr.  Pearson,  from  whom  I  had  the 
and  yet  find  on  examination  that  the  tooth  prescription.  It  consists  of  one  ounce  of 
has  penetrated  further,  where  you  cannot  crumb  of  bread,  two  drachms  of  oxymuriate 
very  easily  follow  it  with  the  knife.  On  of  mercury,  one  drachm  of  red  oxide  of  lead, 
theseand  similaroccasions,youcan  donothing  These  are  to  be  mixed  together,  kneaded  with 
better  than  trust  to  the  application  of  caus-  the  fingers,  and  formed  into  a  sort  of  paste, 
tics.  Mr.  Youatt,  the  veterinary  surgeon,who  The  paste  should  be  rolled  into  little  conical 
has  had  great  dealings  with  rabid  dogs,  tells  troches,  and  these,  if  left  to  dry,  becomehard 
me  that  when  he  has  been  bitten  he  has  like  bread  seals.  These  troches  may  be  stuck 
always  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  he  is  into  the  enlarged  gland  like  pins  into  a  pin- 
alive  and  well  now :  so  that  in  his  case  this  cushion.  They  produce  no  effect  at  first,  but 
kind  of  caustic  has  answered  the  intended  in  the  course  of  a  little  time  they  begin  to 
purpose.  But,  then,  he  applies  it  at  the  very  act,  and  the  patient  knows  this  by  the  pain 
instant  when  he  is  bitten ;  whereas  very  few  produced.  This  lasts  for  some  hours,  and, 
of  your  patients  have  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  if  a  sufficient  number  of  the  troches  be  em- 
their  pocket,  or  could  apply  it  if  they  had.  ployed,  the  whole  of  the  gland  is  at  once 
The  best  caustic,  I  apprehend,  to  use  on  these  destroyed.  If  any  portion  remains  not  de- 
occasions  is  the  caustic  potash ;  and  for  this  stroyed  it  is  easy  to  effect  it  by  repeating 
reason  ;jthat  it  dissolves  the  parts  with  which  it  the  process.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
comes  in  contact,  and  that  then  the  dissolved  red-lead  answers  any  useful  purpose  ;  I 
caustic  penetrates  still  further,  beyond  the  suppose  not,  but  I  found  it  in  the  original 
part  to  which  if  has  been  actually  applied,  prescription,  and  on  all  occasions,  where  I 
If  the  tooth  penetrate  to  the  cellular  mem-  find  a  particular  pres<7iption  to  do  just  what 
brane,  some  of  the  saliva  may  have  gone  into  is  wanted,  I  am  unwilling  to  alter  it. 
the  cells  beyond ;  and  if  you  apply  the  ni-  Caustic  may  be  applied  to  various  morbid 
trate  of  silver,  or  the  nitric  add,  these  will  growths ;  and  I  am  inclined  on  the  whole, 
coagulate  the  fluids  and  harden  the  solids,  and  when  these  can  be  easily  destroyed  by  caus- 
they  will  diffuse  themselves,  like  the  caustic  tics,  to  use  them  in  preference  to  the  knife, 
potash.  A  convenient  way  of  applying  the  and  for  these  reasons : — Firtt,  the  former 
latter  on  these  and  some  other  occasions  is  are  on  the  whole  much  less  formidable  to  the 
this — melt  some  of  the  caustic  potash  in  a  patieht ;  secondly ,  if  I  am  not  very  much 
silver  or  platina  spoon,  and  when  melted  dip  mistaken,  there  is  less  chance  of  any  ill 
into  it  the  blunt  end  of  a  probe,  and  it  will  consequences  from  the  application  of  caustic 
come  out  with  a  varnish  of  the  caustic  upon  than  from  even  a  small  operation  with  a 
it ;  dip  it  in  again  and  again,  until  a  button  knife.  For  example,  you  very  seldom  find  an 
of  caustic  of  sufficient  size  is  formed  upon  it.  attack  of  erysipelas  follow  the  use  of  caustic. 
By  means  of  a  probe  thus  armed  you  may  certainly  much  less  frequently  than  after  the 
carry  the  caustic  into  a  narrow  wound,  so  use  of  die  knife.  Again ;  the  slightest  wound 
that  you  are  sure  it  will  penetrate  wherever  in  certain  constitutions  will  be  followed  by 
the  dog's  tooth  has  penetrated  i  and  then,  that  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  cellular  mem- 
from  the  particular  nature  of  the  caustic,  (as  brane,  terminating  in  gangrene,  which  I 
I  have  explained)  you  may  be  certain  that  it  noticed  in  a  former  lecture.  But  I  do  not 
vrill  penetrate  still  further,  and  as  &r  as  the  recollect  that  I  ever  saw  the  same  thing  to 
saliva  can  have  reached.  happen  after  the  use  of  caustic.  The  cases. 
Caustics  may  often  be  used  very  advanta-  however,  to  which  caustic  are  applicable,  are 
geously  for  the  purpose  of  distroying  dis-  only  those  in  which  the  morbid  growth  is  of 
eased  lymphatic  glands.  A  man  has  chronic  small  size,  and  placed  quite  superficially, 
inflammation  and  enlargement  of  the  glands  Undoubtedly  it  would  cause  too  great  a 
in  the  groin,  forming  a  considerable  tumor,  shock  to  the  constitution,  and  too  much 
The  skin  over  them  ulcerates,  forming  at  suffering  to  the  patient,  for  him  to  have  a 
last  a  large  ill-conditioned  ulcer,  which  will  morbid  growth  of  very  large  size  destroyed 
not  heal.      What  is  the  reason  of  this  ?  in  this  manner. 

Because  no  ulcer  will  heal  unless  it  has  a  There  is  a  very  common  kind  of  morbid 

healthy    basis,    and   here   the    basis   is   a  growth ;  in  the  form  of  warts  and  condylo- 

mass  of  diseased  glands.      These  diseased  mata,  'which  occur  in  women  about  the 

glands  may  take  a  long  time  to  recover  them-  pudenda,  and  in   men  on  the  glans  penis 

selves — not  merely  months,  but  one  or  two  and  about  the  anus.    These  are  very  easily 

years,  and  as  there  are  plenty  of  glands  to  destroyed  by  caustic.    The  nitrate  of  silver 

spare  there  is  no  harm  in  destroying  them,  will  destroy  warts  on  the  glans  penis  very 
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welly  if  they  a  -e  of  imlted  extent,  bat  not  in  many  esses  for  destroying  the  oongenital 

when  they  are  coUacU  d  in  large  masses.     In  yascular  tumors  which  we  see  so  frequently 

such  cases  as  these  strong  nitric  acid  may  be  in  children — ^nseTi,   as  they  are  sometiine* 

employed.      Rub   the  warts  with  it,   and  termed. 

repeat  the  application  from  time  to  time  till        There  are  small  vascnlar  spots,  not  exactly 

the  whole  are  destroyed.     The  following  ap-  congenital,  though  they  occnr  in  early  Ufc^ 

plication  will  answer  the  purpose  very  well  which  present  themselves  on  the   face   of 

in  cases  where  the  warts  are  not  very  cxten-  children,  and  which  not  unfreqnently  are  ob- 

sive — a  drachm  of  muriatic  add,  added  to  jects  of  some  anxiety,  espedally  in  tlie  liig:ber 

three     drachms     of   muriatic    tincture    of  classes  of  society,  as  they  form  rather  ugly 

iron.      This      destroys     the      warts    very  red  specks  on  the  £ice.     On  examining  one 

well,  but  not  very  rapidly.     The    appli-  of  them  with  a  lens  you  see  one  large  vessel 

cation   must   be    repeated    every    day    for  in  the  centre,  and  small  branches  radiating 

some    time,  till  the  warts  shrivel,    decay,  from  it.     These  spots,  in  most  instances,  if 

and  drop  off.     There  is  a  very  common  let  alone  will  disappear  spontaneously.     If 

escharotic,  and  a  very  useful  one  for  warts,  however  this   does  not   happen,  yoa  may 

on  the  glans  penis  or  pudenda,  where  they  destroy  them  in  the  following  manner.      The 

do  not  exist  to  a  great  extent  —  namely,  principal  vessel  is  near  the  surface.     Tonch 

equal  parts  of  powdered   savine   and  ver-  it  through  the  cuticle  for  an  instant  with 

digris.     This  being  sprinkled  on  the  warts  strong  nitric  acid,  and  it  will  contract  and 

destroys  them,    partly    by    making    them  become  obliterated.     This  is  best  done  by 

slough,    and    partly    by    promoting    tiieir  means  of  a  pointed  piece  of  glass,  which  they 

absorption.     Another   excellent  caustic  on  sell  as  a  sort  of  toy  under  the  name  of  a 

this,  and  some   other  occasions,    is  this  :  glass  pen.     It  is  in  truth  as  bad  a  pen  as 

take  half  an  ounce  of  strong  nitric  acid,  possible,  but  it  answers  this  purpose,  and 

add  to   it  half  a  drachm  of  wliite  oxide  some  other  purposes  in  surgery,  extramely 

of  arsenic.      It  makes  a  beautiful  blue  solu-  well.      If  the   acid   flows  over   the   cheek 

ticn.  consisting  of  the  nitrate  of  arsenic  dis-  you  may  neutralise  it  by  a  little  bicarbonate 

solved  in  nitric  acid.   This  maybe  applied  to  of  potash.      But  this  will  not  destroy  these 

the  warts  by  means  of  a  probe  armed  with  vascular  stars  in  every  instance :  and  there  is 

lint;  and  it  has  a  double  operation.  The  nitric  another  and  a  still  more  certain  method  of 

acid  acts  immediately,  and,  when  it  has  done  proceeding.     INincture  the  principal  vessel, 

acting,  the  slough  contains  a  certain  quantity  from  which  the  others  radiate,  with  a  Ian- 

of  arsenic,  which  continues  to  operate  after-  cet,  and  then  introduce  into  the  puncture, 

wards.       Having   this  double   action   you  merely  for  a  single  instant,  a  very  fine  piece, 

may   suppose  that  it    is    a  very  efficient  scraped  like  a  pencil,  so  as  to  have  a  sharp 

caustic.  point    of  the   caustic  potash.      Touch    it 

On  this  occasion,  as  on  many  others,  on  for  a  moment  only :  that  will  be  quite 
which  you  use  nitric  acid,  without  care,  you  sufficient.  But  even  after  so  slight  an  appli> 
will  be  in  danger  of  burning  the  neighbour-  cation,  you  will  see  that  the  caustic  haa 
ing  textures.  A  woman  who  has  warts  on  also  burned  the  margin  of  the  skin,  and 
the  pudenda  wishes  to  have  them  destroyed,  unless  you  adopt  other  measures  a  trifling 
but  she  has  no  desire  that  the  skin  in  the  mark  will  be  left.  For  this  nothing  is  re- 
neighbourhood  should  be  burned.  This,  quired  but  the  application  of  a  small  piece 
however,  will  happen,  unless  you  take  care  of  lint  soaked  in  vinegar, 
to  prevent  it.  If  you  use  nitric  acid  you  There  are  some  congenitsl  nevi  which  are 
should  have  at  hand  a  solution  of  the  bicar-  altogether  cutaneous.  There  is  a  very  intri- 
bonate  of  potash,  by  applying  which  you  may  cate  plexus  of  little  vessels  fiUed  with  scarlet 
neutralise  the  acid  as  it  flows  beyond  the  blood  in  the  skin,  which  being  elevated  above 
surface  on  which  it  is  intended  to  act,  and  the  surface  of  the  surrounding  skin  assumea 
■top  its  operation.  I  may  observe  here,  an  appearance  which  may  be  compared  to 
once  for  all,  that  there  are  many  occasions  that  of  a  raspberry.  If  a  nsevus  of  this  kind 
when  it  is  necessary  to  use  similar  precau-  be  pf  large  size  it  must  be  removed  by  the 
tions.  Indeed,  almost  always  when  you  use  knife  or  by  a  ligature,  but  if  it  be  small  yon 
a  caustic  it  is  prudent  to  have  some  coun-  may  destroy  it  very  well  with  caustic.  Yon 
ter-agent  at  hand  to  stop  its  action  if  it  goes  should  not  employ  the  caustic  potash,  for 
on  a  wrong  part.  Acids  may  be  neutrahsed  that  would  produce  bleeding,  but  rather 
by  alkalies;  caustic  potash  may  be  neutralised  have  recourse  to  nitric  acid,  which  destroys 
by  vinegar.  If  you  are  afraid  of  nitrate  of  the  nsevus  sufficiently,  while  at  the  same  time 
sUver  burning  the  neighbouring  parts,  its  it  coagulates  the  blood  in  the  small  vessels, 
action  may  be  neutralised  by  common  olive  rendering  the  nievus  more  solid  than  it  was 
oil ;  a  solution  of  the  bicarbonate  of  potash  before.  With  a  bit  of  stick,  or  a  probe  armed 
will  decompose  chloride  of  zinc — and  so  with  with  lint,  and  dipped  in  the  strong  nitric 
other  caustics.  acid,   paint  the     surface   of   the    ukvus, 

Caustic  may  be  used  with  great  advantage  taking    care  that  you  include    the  whole, 
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bat  that  you  do  not  burn  the  neigh-  cat  it  oat  would  have  disfigored  the  ehild  for 
bouring  parts.  This  makes  a  slough  of  the  life.  I  treated  it  according  to  the  method 
surface  of  the  naevus,  and  destroys  it  at  the  which  I  have  just  explained.  Several  ope- 
some  time  that  it  coagulates  the  blood  in  the  rations  were  requu^d,  but  they  succeeded 
small  vessels  below,  and  thus  renders  them  perfectly ;  the  child  is  quite  cured  of  the 
impervious.  But,  as  I  stated,  just  now  this  naevus,  and  I  will  not  say  that  you  see  no 
method  is  applicable  only  where  the  nsvi  mark  at  the  end  of  the  nose,  but  there  is  so 
are  of  small  size.  little,  that,  unless  your  attention  were  called 
There  are  subcutaneous  nievi  formed  to  it,  you  would  not  know  that  any  thing  had 
by  vascular  tumors  in  the  texture  under  the  happened.  1  have  destroyed  .  an  extensive 
skin,  and  not  in  the  skin  itself.  These  put  nievus  covering  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
on  a  different  appearance  from  the  cutaneous  face  in  the  same  manner,  there  being  very 
nsevi  before  mentioned.  The  blood  here  is  little  or  no  scar  afterwards, 
seen  not  of  a  scarlet,  but  of  a  purple  colour.  There  is  another  class  of  cases  which  may 
because  the  skin  lies  over  it.  These  may  be  very  conveniently  treated  with  caustic, 
be  destroyed  by  caustic  when  they  are  and  in  general  much  better  than  with^he 
of  small  size ;  and  even  when  they  are  knife.  I  mean  those  tumors  which  I  have 
of  large  size,  if  it  be  a  great  object  to  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  half  malignant, 
avoid  the  scar  which  must  exist  after  the  re-  and  which  occur  on  the  face  chiefly  of  elderly 
moval  of  them  by  the  knife  or  by  ligature,  people.  A  man  has  a  soft  tumor  upon  the 
These  vascular  nievi  have  sometimes  been  face,  covered  by  a  smooth  skin,  and  not  ex- 
cared  by  vaccination.  Half  a  dozen  *punc-  actly  a  wart.  On  cutting  into  it  you  find  it 
tures  have  been  made  with  a  lancet  armed  consists  of  a  brown  solid  substance,  not 
with  vaccine  lymph.  The  pustules  being  very  highly  organised.  A  tumor  of  this 
crowded  together  in  the  nsevus,  a  good  deal  kind  may  remain  on  the  face  unaltered  for 
of  inflammation  has  ensued,  with  some  de-  years,  and  then  when  the  patient  gets  old  it 
gree  of  sloughing,  and  altogether  the  naevus  may  begin  to  ulcerate.  The  ulcer  spreads 
has  been  cured.  But  you  cannot  depend  on  slowly  but  constantly,  and  if  it  he  left  alone 
this  method — at  least  so  I  am  informed  by  it  may  destroy  the  whole  of  the  cheek,  the 
those  who  have  practised  it,  for  I  have  not  bones  of  the  face,  and  ultimately  the  patient's 
tried  it  much  myself.  But  you  may  on  the  life ;  but  it  may  take  some  years  torun  this 
same  principles  very  easUy  cure  a  mevus  of  course.  So  far  these  tumors  in  the  face,  and 
this  kind  by  caustic.  For  this  purpose  I  these  ulcers,  are  to  be  considered  as  malig- 
have  a  very  narrow  lancet,  perhaps  about  the  nant.  Nevertheless  they  are  not  like  fungus 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  width:  I  introduce  it  hsematodes  or  cancer,  and  for  this  reason:  that 
into  the  middle  of  the  naevus,  and  move  it  in  the  disease  is  entirely  local.  It  does  not  affect 
different  directions,  so  as  to  cut  to  pieces,  as  the  lymphatic  glands,  nor  do  similar  tumors 
it  were,  its  vascular  structure.  I  then  have  appear  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  I  have 
a  probe  armed  by  dipping  the  round  end  into  generally  been  in  the  habit  of  destroying 
the  nitrate  of  silver  melted  in  a  platina  spoon,  these  tumors  with  caustic,  and  when  they  are 
This  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  puncture  of  small  size  I  prefer  caustic  to  the  knife,  for 
made  by  the  narrow  lancet,  and  moved  the  reasons  I  have  formerly  mentioned.  If 
about,  so  that  wherever  the  lancet  has  divided  a  patient  applies  to  you  with  ohe  of  these 
the  bloodvessels  this  may  penetrate.  It  tumors  as  large  as  a  pea  or  a  horse-bean,  not 
causes  inflammation  and  sloughing,  at  the  ulcerated,  but  beginning  to  increase  in  size, 
same  time  obliterating  the  vessels  beyond  the  you  may  proceed  in  the  following  manner, 
margin  of  the  slough.  When  the  slough  is  First,  make  a  crucial  incision  through  the 
separated  there  is  a  slight  discharge  of  pus  substance  of  the  tumor  with  a  lancet, 
for  a  few  days,  and  if  the  tumor  be  of  small  Then,  as  soon  as  the  hsemorrhage  has 
size  you  will  find  that  it  is  cured ;  but  if  it  ceased,  apply  the  caustic  potash  in  the 
be  Urge  the  application  must  be  repeated.  I  incision.  You  may  destroy  the  tumor  if 
have  used  tlus  on  several  occasions  with  you  please  by  letting '  the  caustic  act  on 
great  advantage,  especially  when  the  tumor  the  skin  without  using  a  lancet,  but  its 
has  been  on  the  face,  where  it  was  a  great  destruction  is  much  more  easily  accom- 
object  not  to  destroy  the  skin.  If  you  plished  in  (he  manner  which  I  have  suggested, 
remove  one  of  these  tumors  either  by  One  application  is  generally  sufficient ;  the 
the  knife  or  by  ligature,  you  must  in  either  slough  comes  away,  and  the  sore  heals, 
case  leave  a  Uurge  cicatrix.  But  by  applying  Perhaps  it  will  be  asked — Is  there  not  this 
the  caustic  in  the  way  which  I  have  men-  objection  to  the  use  of  caustic ;  namely, 
tioned  you  save  the  skin  that  lies  above  it.  I  that  some  time  is  necessary  for  the  slough 
was  last  year  called  to  see  a  little  child  that  to  come  away — ^then  a  further  time  for  the 
had  one  of  these  subcutaneous  naevi  at  the  healing  of  the  wound  ?  and  does  not  all  this 
end  of  the  nose,  which  gave  it  a  very  ugly  ap-  make  the  process  of  cure  more  tedious  than 
pearance.  A  good  part  of  the  ale  of  the  it  would  be  if  the  knife  were  used  instead  ? 
nose  was  involved  in  the  tumor,  and  to  have  Tlie  fact  is,  that  a  wound  ahrayt  heels  much 
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more  readily  after  the  application  of  caustic,  away  !n  a  few  days.     If  the  ulcerated  surface 

than  after  the  use  of  the  knife.     Take  two  be  of  large  size,  and  the  disease  of  mudi 

cases— if  you  destroy  one  tumor  of  a  given  depth,  a  second  application  may  be  required, 

size  by  the  knife,  and  then  the  other,  sup-  "When  the  disease  is  situated  over  a  bone, 

posed  to  be  of  the  same  size,  by  caustic,  in  I  generally  like  to  procure  a  thin  ezfoliatioQ 

spite  of  the  time  occupied  by  the  separation  of  the  latter,  and  the  caustic  accomplishes 

of  the  slough,  the  sore  in  the  former  case  will  this  yery  well,  acting  on  the  bone,  but  not 

be  healed  sooner  than  that  in  the  latter.  to  any  great  depth.     The  exfoliation  takes 

If  the  tumor  be  ulcerated,  this  is  favour-  place  in  a  few  weeks,  and  when  the  thin  layer 

able  rather  than  otherwise  to  the  use  of  the  of  dead  bone  has  come  away,  healthy  granu- 

caustic,  because  it  saves  the  trouble  of  di-  lations  are  seen  beneath.     Sometimes,  after 

viding  the  part  with  a  lancet.     When,  how*  having  destroyed  a  great  part  of  an  ulcerated 

ever,  the  tumor  has  been  of  long  standing,  tumor  with  cUoride  of  zinc,  a  small  portion  of 

and  has  produced  an  extensive  ulceration,  it  may  be  left  here  and  there,  to  whidi  you  may 

the  caustic  potash  will  not  weU  answer  the  apply  the  caustic  potash,  or  or  solution  c^ 

purpose.     There  will  be  so  much  bleeding  arsenic  in  nitric  acid.    This  solution  of  ar- 

from  the  large  surface  that  the  caustic  will  senic,  or  any  other  preparation  of  arsenic, 

expend  its  action  on  the  blood,  and  will  pro-  may  be  applied  to  a  small  surface  very 

duce  but  little  effect  on  the  disease.  You  may  safely.    Observe  that  what  I  object  to  is  its 

then  destroy  the  tumor  with  nitric  acid,  but  application  to  a  very  large  surfu». 

the  best  applications,  according  to  my  expe-  Ulcertited  tumors,  siinilar  to  those  which 

rience,  are  the  chloride  of  zinc  or  arsenic,  occur  on  the  face,  are  sometimes  met  with  on 

There  is,  however,  one  very  serious  objection  the  scalp,  and  these  too  may  be  destroyed 

to  arsenical  caustics  appli^  to  a  large  sur-  with  caustic.     You  must,  however,  apply  it 

face ;    the  arsenic  is  sometimes  absorbed,  in  these  cases  with  great  caution,  and  for  this 

producing  severe  constitutional  symptoms,  reason — ^if  you  destroy  at  once  a  large  piece 

There  was  in  former  times  a  Miss  Plunkett,  of  the  pericranium,  the  destruction  of  it   is 

a  quack,  who  pretended  to  cure  cancer,  and  likely  to  produce  a  separation  of  the  dura  mater 

it  was  known  afterwards  that  her  secret  con-  from  inside  the  bone.     A  case  of  this  kind 

sisted  in  the  application  of  arsenical  caustics,  which  I  saw  long  ago  made  a  great  impressioa 

An  old  medical  practitioner,  whom  I  knew  in  on  my  mind.     A  surgeon  applied  the  caustic 

the  early  part  of  my  professional  life,  in-  potash  to  the  scalp  with  a  view  to  make  an 

formed  me  that  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  see  ssue  in  aman's  head,  who  waslabouringunder 

many  of  Miss  Plunkett's  patients,  and  that  a  headache,  aud  nothing  else.     lie  made  a 

after  the  application  of  her  caustics  many  of  slough  down  the  bone,  and  exposed  a  piece  of 

them  died,  from  what  seemed  to  be  inflam-  the  occiput  as  lai^  as  half  a  crown,  or  larger, 

mation  of  the  bowels.  It  is  indeed  notorious  The  patient  was  soon  seized  with  a  set  of 

that  the  topical  application  of  caustic  to  a  strange  symptoms,  anddied.  It  was  found  that 

great  extent  is  very  likely  to  produce  the  same  the  dura  mater  had  become  detached  from  the 

poisonous  effects  as  arise  from  an  absorption  inside  of  the  bone  just  opposite  the  part 

of  arsenic  from  the  alimentary  canal.     The  where  the  pericranium  was  destroyed  on  the 

chloride  of  zinc  acts  merely  locally ;  it  is  outside  ;  and  it  was  clear  that  the  sloughing 

not  absorbed  into  the  oonstitution,  and  its  of  the  dura  mater  was  the  cause  of  the  man's 

use  is  not  attended  with  any  constitutional  death.    I  mention  this  case  to  shew  that  you 

disturbance,  nor  productive  of  the  smallest  must  be  cautious  in  the  use  of  caustic  when 

danger.     I  generally  use  the  chloride  of  zinc  you  apply  it  to  the  scalp  ;   but  you  may 

by  mixing  it  with  an  equal  quantity  of  flour,  apply  it  in  that  situation,  nevertheless,  if  you 

It  deliquesces  from  the  moisture  of  the  at-  proceed  in  a  prudent  manner.     I  had  lately 

mosphere,  or  you  may  add  a  little  water  to  a  very  successful  case  of  one  of  these  half 

make  it  into  a  paste,  which  is  to  be  spread  malignant  tumoi*s  of  the  scalp,  which  was 

on  lint.     If  you  want  a  deep  slough  spread  much  ulcerated,  and  had  been  going  on  for 

the  paste  thick ;  if  a  thin  one,  spread  it  as  some  years.    I  applied  caustic  to  the  different 

thin  as  you  please.  The  depth  of  the  slough  parts  in  succession,  not  making  afresh  appli- 

depends  on  the  thickness  of  the  paste,  and  cation  until  the  slough  made  by  the  former 

the  thicker  it   is  the    longer   the    action  one  had  come  away.     By  proceeding  in  this 

of  it  continues.      The  application  of  the  manner  the  bone  was  not  killed,  except  a 

chloride  gives  the  patient  a  good  deal  of  pain,  very  thin  layer  on  the  surface,  and  the  patient 

which  you  must  make  him  endure  as  well  as  was  cured. 

you  can  by  giving  him  opium.     Some  pa-  You  may  with  proper  precaution  apply 

tients  suffer  much  more  than  others ;  some  caustics  to  parts  situated  internally,  even  to 

will  not  require  any  opium  at  all,  others  will  the  inside  of  the  mouth,  and  to  the  inside  of 

require  it  in  great  abundance ;  but  when  the  the  female  urethra.     In  that  disease  which 

action  of  the  caustic  has  ceased  there  is  an  we  call  epulis^  a  red  tumor  that  looks  like 

end  to  the  pain,  and    the  slough   comes  the  gum,  and  which  becomes  connected  with 
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it»  (though  I  helieye  that  it  really  has  its  smaller  tumors  in  which  you  may  use  caustic 
origin  in  one  of  the  alveoli,)  you  may  use  with  great,  advantage.  I  will  give  you  an 
caustics  with  great  advantage.  It  is  in  vain  example.  A  lady  consulted  me  concerning 
to  destroy  the  outer  part  of  such  a  tumor,  a  scirrhous  tumor  of  the  breast.  The  tumor 
that  is,  the  part  connected  with  the  gum,  was  very  small,  but  there  was  a  scirrhous 
unless  you  also  destroy  the  inner  part  where  gland  in  the  aidlla,  and  where  there  is  one 
it  originates  in  the  alveolar  process  also  ;  and  scirrhous  gland  you  may  be  nearly  certain 
from  the  surgeon  not  being  aware  of  this  cir-  that  there  are  several  others,  though  you  can- 
cumstance,  I  have  in  several  instances  known  not  perceive  them  through  the  skin.  I  did  not 
repeated  operations  with  the  knife,  as  well  as  therefore  recommend  an  operation.  She 
the  application  of  hot  iron,  and  caustics  fail,  came  to  town  a  year  afterwards  ;  the  tumor 
The  caustic  which  I  find  in  general  to  be  had  ulcerated,  and  there  was  severe  and  in- 
most convenient  in  these  particular  cases,  is  deed  almost  intolerable  pain.  I  applied  to 
the  caustic  potash.  You  must  ^z  it  at  a  right  the  ulcerated  surface  of  the  tumor  a  paste  of 
angle  to  the  end  of  a  pair  of  dressing  forceps,  flour  with  the  chloride  of  zinc.  The  tumor 
and  secure  it  well  by  tying  thread  round  it.  was  apparently  destroyed,  and  the  sore  cica-- 
Tlie  caustic  should  be  scraped  small  enough  to  trized.  She  continued  well  for  a  consider- 
enter  the  alveolus,  the  teeth  having  been  pre-  able  time.  Another  tumor  then  shewed 
▼iously-  removed.  Having  thus  destroyed  itself  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cicatrix, 
the  disease  where  it  originated,  you  may  which  was  also  attended  with  excessive  pain, 
apply  the  caustic  to  that  portion  which  is  and  that  was  destroyed  in  the  same  manner, 
outside,  and  connected  with  the  gum.  But  as  was  a  third  tumor  that  appeared  afterwards, 
you  will  say  that  it  will  bum  the  tongue  or  By  this  treatment  her  life  was  prolonged  a 
the  cheek  ;  and  so  it  wiU,  if  you  art  not  fidlyearandahalf ;  and' during  this  time  she 
careful.  You  must  let  your  assistant  hold  was  in  a  state  not  of  misery,  but  of  compara- 
open  the  cheek,  and  wlule  you  apply  the  tive  comfort,  being  generally  free  from  pain, 
caustic  he  must  have  at  hand  a  brush  She  died  at  last  of  effusion  of  fluid  into  the 
dipped  in  vinegar,   which  he  is  to  apply  chest. 

whenever  the  caustic  spreads  beyond  where  A  lady,  whom  I  attended  last  winter,  had 
it  ought  to  be  applied.  I  do  not  recommend  a  fungous  growth  over  the  head  of  the  tibia, 
this  kind  of  treatment  in  the  case  of  a  large  It  had  all  Uie  appearance  of  malignant  dis- 
epuii9,  in  which  it  will  probably  be  necessary  ease,  was  of  considerable  size,  and  was  partly 
to  take  out  a  portion  of  the  jaw ;  but  it  is  ulcerated.  There  had  been  a  tumor  there 
perfectly  applicable  to  many  cases  in  the  before,  and  her  country  surgeon  had  re- 
early  stage  of  the  disease.  With  a  somewhat  moved  it,  but  the  disease  had  returned.  I 
similar  precaution  you  may  apply  caustic  to  removed  it  a  second  time  with  the  knife,  and, 
destroy  the  vascular  excrescence,  to  which  I  as  far  as  I  could  see,  I  removed  not  only  the 
have  before  referred,  of  the  female  urethra^  diseased  structure,  but  the  parts  beyond  to 
a  disease  first  described  by  Sir  Charles  Clarke,  a  considerable  extent.  The  wound  appeared 
and  of  which  you  will  find  some  account  also  quite  healthy,  and  went  on  healing  favoura- 
in  my  lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  bly.  Just,  however,  as  it  was  healed,  and 
Organs.  For  these  cases  you  should  be  pro-  when  the  patient  had  fixed  the  day  for  going 
vided  with  a  silver  tube  or  shield  closed  at  out  of  town,  there  appeared  on  the  margin 
one  end,  and  open  on  one  side.  Introduce  of  the  wound,  where  there  had  been  nothing 
this  into  the  female  urethra,  so  that  the  vas-  before,  a  tubercle,  which  seemed  to  be  pre- 
cular  fongus  may  project  into  the  open  side  cisely  similar  to  what  the  other  tumor  had 
of  the  tube,  and  there  apply  the  caustic,  been  in  its  origin.  I  destroyed  this  tubercle 
Here  also  you  must  trust  to  your  assistant  with  caustic,  and  the  sore  thus  made  healed, 
dabbing  the  neighbouring  parts  with  some  A  seoondand  a  third  appeared,  which  were 
liquid  which  will  act  as  an  antidote  to  the  also  destroyed  in  the  same  manner.  No 
caustic ;  a  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  potash  others  have  since  shewn  themselves,  and  I 
if  you  use  the  nitric  add,  or  vinegar  if  you  cannot  but  entertain  some  hopes  that  the 
use  the  caustic  potash.  In  general,  in  these  disease  is  really  eradicated, 
cases,  it  is  better  before  you  use  the  caustic  I  must  not  recommend  you  to  use  the 
to  remove  as  much  of  the  excrescence  as  chloride  of  zinc  without  giving  you  this 
yon  can  with  a  pair  of  scissors.  caution  respecting  it.  Never  apply  it  ex- 
I  have  spoken  of  the  application  of  caustics  cept  where  there  is  an  ulograted  surface.  If 
to  some  cases  of  what  I  have  called  half  you  apply  it  to  the  skin,  you  must  first  put 
malignant  disease :  but  occasionally  they  may  on  a  blister  to  remove  the  cutis,  as  otherwise 
beemployed  in  cases  of  true  malignant  disease:  it  will  scarcely  act  at  all.  But  even  when 
such  as  scirrhus  and  fungus  haematodes.  If  the  cuticle  is  removed,  it  will  not  act  for 
one  of  these  tumors  is  of  large  size  it  is  better  the  first  twenty-four  hours ;  and  it  will  then 
to  use  the  knife;  in  fact  you  cannot  remove  begin  to  produce  intolerable  pain,  which 
it  otherwise.    But  there  are  instances   of  wiU  continue  for  four  or  five  days.    When 
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the  tumor  b  oowred  with  skin,  yon  must  use  debris.    Itard*  observes  that  the  osei- 

the  caustic  potash,  or  nitric  acid,  first ;  and  cula  may  remain  for  some  time  in  the 

when  the  superficial  slough  has  come  away,  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  after  being- 

if  the  further  use  of  caustic  is  indicated,  the  detached  from  their  situation,   owing 

chloride  of  sine  may  be  had  recourse  to.  iq  jiie  small  size  of  the  opening  in  the 

— —  membrane;   and  while  tnus  detained 

Qlf  thev  become  incrusted  with   matter ; 

PHLEBITIS  OP  THE  CEREBRAL  J^-  ^^P^iutme'^ffi  "of 

SINUSES,  the  membrana  tympani  is  destroyed. 

AS  A  RKStTLT  OF  PURULENT  OTORRHOIA*.  J^?  '^^1^  CClls,  from  the  dclicaCV  of 

their  structure,  are  generally  attacked 

Bt  Jamss  Bruce,  M.D.,  Liverpool,  by  the  inflamjiiation  at  an  early  poiod 

Fomeriy  House  Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  of  the  disease :  disor^ization  proceeds 

inf&mary.  rapidly  m  this  situation,  and  an  abscess 

[For  the  Medical  Gazette,]  frequently  forms  in  the  intecuments 

*•                covenng  the  mastoid  process.  When  the 

abscess  hursts  externally,  a  communi- 
PuRULENT  OTORRHCKA  is  somctimcs  thc  cation  is  sometimes  established  between 
result  of  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  the  fistulous  opening  and  the  cavity  of 
middle  ear,  but  is  more  frequently  ob-  the  ear ;  whilst,  in  other  cases,  instead 
served  as  one  of  the  sequelas  of  variola  ©f  opening,  the  abscess  allows  its  con- 
and  scarlatina  in  children  of  a  strumous  tents  to  become  infiltrated  with  the 
constitution.  It  is  likewise  observed  subjacent  cellular  tissue,  and  to  pene- 
about  the  critical  period  of  fevers  of  the  trate  between  the  muscles  of  the  neck 
typhoid  type,  where  the  cerebral  symp-  as  far  as  the  theca  of  the  spinal  cordf- 
toms  have  been  prominent  during  the  Xhe  whole  of  the  petrous  portion  of 
course  of  the  disease  J  but  in  such  cases,  the  temporal  bone  is  liable  to  carioos 
I  have  some  reason  to  doubt  whether  disorganization  during  the  course  of  a 
the  acute  symptoms,  which  follow  the  chronic  otorrhcea ;  but  all  parts  are  not 
suppression  of  a  chronic  otorrhoea,  are  alected  by  it  in  an  equal  degree.  Ac- 
not  often  confounded  with  those  occur-  cording  to  Lallemand,  it  most  oom- 
rinff  during  the  advanced  stages  of  monly  attacks  the  part  of  the  petrous 
typhus.  body  containing  the  semi-circular  ca- 
The  discharge  commonly  takes  place  ^als :  it  has  often  also  its  seat  in  the 
from  the  external  meatus,  by  an  ulce-  partition  marked  by  the  groove  for  the 
rated  aperture  in  the  membrana  tjrm-  tteral  sinus,  and  sometimes  makes  its 
pani ;  it  is  liable  to  vary  in  quantitv,  ^ay  into  the  cranium,  under  thc  ten- 
and  its  physical  qualities  are  materially  torium  cerebelli,  by  the  aqueduct  of 
influenced  by  derangement  of  the  diges-  the  cochlea.  In  a  case  whicn  occurred 
tive  functions.  When  neglected,  or  j^  the  Glasgow  Fever  Hospital,  under 
badly  treated,  the  discharge  increases  the  care  of  my  friend  Dr.  A.  Anderson, 
in  quantity,  becomes  foetid  and  sanious,  the  upper  half  of  the  petrous  body,  as 
and  communicates  a  brownish  or  violet  fax-  as  the  base  of  the  cranium,  was 
tinge  to  silver  instruments :  this  pecu-  extensively  carious,  and  of  a  dirty-grey 
liar  change  in  the  character  of  the  colour ;  it  was  edmost  completdy  de- 
secretion  constitutes  the  principal  dis-  tached  from  the  squamous  portion  of 
tinction  between  chronic  otorrhcea  and  the  bone,  and,  when  the  concha  and 
internal  otitis,  and  is  supposed  to  aflbrd  integuments  were  removed,  it  was  seen 
a  certain  indication  of  vdceration  of  the  through  a  carious  aperture  above  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  middle  ear.  external  meatus. 
When  the  inflammation  extends  from  xhe  discharge  from  the  ear  is  liable  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cavity  of  suppression  from  various  causes.  This 
the  tympanum  to  the  subjacent  cellu-  may  depend  upon  Ae  increased  visciditv 
lar  tissue  and  periosteum,  it  speedily  ofthe  secretion,  or  may  be  occasioned  by 
reaches  the  bony  parietes,  and  the  ossi-  the  changes  which  take  place  atpuberty 
cular  auditus  are  usually  expelled,  and  during  pregnancy;  and  also  by 
together  with  small  quantities  of  osseous     .   „  ,. 

«  Traits  ror  lea  Mai.  de  rOreiUe,  t  L  p.  908. 

*  Eead  before  the  Liverpool  Medical  Society,  t  Pilcher  on  Stmclnre  artd  Disfaaea  of   tb« 

December  14,  1849.  Bar,  p.  196. 
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pBtholo^cal  changes  in  other  orgaxia,  ofapunitentotoiTbcea.  With  the  excep- 

gtving  rue  to  ducSarges  which  amyear  tionof  those  lastenumeratedi  the  anato- 

to  become  vicarious  of  the  otorrnoNi.  mical  characters  of  the  disease  were  well 

Lallemand*  has  remarked  the  altema-  understood  and  described  by  Morgmg- 

tion  of  the  purulent  ^scharge  with  ni*;  but  sensible,  as  that  distinguishea 

attacks  of  rheumatism,  catarrnus  ve-  patholo^t  undoubtedly  was*    of  the 

sicas,  and  leucorrhcea.  manner mwhieh  theinflammatory  action 

'Hie  most  frequent  and  dangerous  ise^ctendcdfrom  theeartotbebrainyhe 

complication  of  purulent  otorrhoea  is  entertained  the  singular  idea  that  the  pus 

that  which  arises  from  metastasis  of  the  secreted  in  the  ear  round  its  way  into  the 

inflammation  to  the  brain  or  its  mem-  cninium,  and  that  its  passage  into  the 

branes.    It  is  usually  preceded  by  ces-  skull  was  &youred  by  the  position  of 

sotion  of  the  discharge  from  the  eat,  the  patient's  head,  as  well  as  bv  the 

and  the  pain,  originally  confined  to  that  carious  openings  in  the  temporal  bone, 

organ,  gives  place  to  a  severe  general  Although  observation  has  abundantly 

headache ;  fever,  stu^,  delirium,  and  disproved  the  hypothesis  of  Morgagni, 

svmptoms  of  meningitis,  supervene,  and  the  question  relating  to  the  organ  pri- 

the  patient  may  me  suddenly  in  con-  maruy  affected  in  co-existing  suppura- 

vukiyns,    without     any     appreciabk  tion  of  the  ear  and  the  brain,  has  given 

traces  of  morbid   action  hem^  dis-  rise  to  much  discussion.    M.  Itardt,  in 

covered  in  the  brain  or  its  meninges,  his  excellent  monograph  on  diseases  of 

In    cases    of  longer    standing,    the  the  ear,  has  adoptea  tne  opinion  origi- 

substance  of  the  orain  is  sometimes  nally  maintained  by  Laubius,  that  pu- 

found  softened  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rulentotorrhoea  is  in  many  cases  merely 

temporal  bone;   pus  may  have  been  symptomatic  of  disease  m  the  brain, 

effused  between  the  layen  of  the  arach-  He  believes  that  a  primitive  cerebral 

noid;  or  an  abscess  formed  in  the  8ub«  otorrhoea  exists  whenever  suppuration 

stance  of  the  hemispheres,  not  unfra-  takes  place  within  the  cranium,  and 

quently  in  that  opposite  to  the  affected  penetrates  into  the  ear  by  the  carious 

ear — a  circumstance  which  jMt>ves  that  openings  in  the  temporal  bone,  or  by 

in  such  cases  the  inflammation  is  trans-  the    nfitural   foramina;    or,  in  other 

ferred  to  the  brain  by  metastasis,  and  words,  he,  considers  the  otorrhoea,  in 

not  by  eontimii^  of  tissue.  many  instances,  as  the  critical  termina- 

When  the  canes  of  the  temporal  bone  tion  of  an  encephalitis.    M.  Itard  has 

has  extended  to  the  cavity  of  the  era-  adduced  several' ingenious  arguments 

nium,  the  dura  mater  andarachnoid,and  in  support  of  this  opinion,  but  they 

sometimes  the  brain  itself,  are  attacked  appear  to  me  to  be  completely  over- 

by  inflammation;  the  dura  mater  be-  turned  by  the  reasoning  of  Lallemand}, 

comes  partially  detached,  and  a  small  who  has  almost  succeeded  in  demon- 

ouandty  of  punform  matter  is  usually  stradng  that  the  lesion  of  the  ear  inva- 

aeposited  between.it  and  the  diseased  riably  precedes  that  of  the  brain.    It 

bone.  In  some  rare  instances  the  carious  would  occupy  too  much  of  our  time  on 

opening  in  the  petrous  body  has  become  the  present  occasion  to  examine  this 

the  channel  of  communication  between  question  in  detail;  but  I  may  be  per- 

the  cavity  of  the  tympanum  and  an  mitted  to  observe,  that  the  argument 

abscess  in  the  corresponding  lobe  of  deduced  bv  Itard  fit)m  the  anatomical 

the  brain ;  whilst  in  other  cases,  more  position  of  the  temporal  bone  at  Uie 

recently  observed,  the  sinuses  of  the  oase  of  the  cranium,  is  perhaps  the 

dura  mater  have  been  found  extensively  most  conclusive  that  could  have  been 

inflamed,  and  their  cavities  filled  wiu  advanced  against  his  own  hypothesis. 

Sus  and  £alse  membrane:  death  evi-  Lallemand  naturally  inquiies  why  the 

ently  resulting  from  the  formation  of  purulent  matter,  presuming  it  to  possess 

secondary  abscesses  in  the  lungs,  and  corrosive  properties,  never  effects  its 

the  deposition  of  pus  and  lymph  in  the  escape  through  any  other  bone  besides 

pleural  cavities.  the  temporal  although  there  are  some 

I  have  thus  briefly  passed  in  review  which  occupy  a  lower  position  in  the 

the  series  of  pathological  changes  that  *■ 

usually  take  place  during  the  progress  *  Moiiisni,  de  Bed.  d  Cmm.  M 01b.,  Eptet.  sdr. 

•  BMlMKhM  AjMt.  MhoL  mr  I'Snc^phiOe,  t'lterd, t  i.  |».  918. 

685,— xxvii.  2  R 


610       DR.  BRUCE  ON  PHLEBITIS  OF  THE  CEREBRAL  SINUSES. 

cranium,  and  which  are  thinner  and  disease  of  the  ear,  or  extennon  of  ^le 

less  compact  in  their  structure.    What  carious  disoreanization  to  the   brain, 

is  the  cause  of  this  predilection  for  the  we  are  at  a  lo68  to  conceive  how  this 

temporal  hone  P    Are  we  not  juistified  lesion  of  the  sinoBes  ahoold  have  been 

in  ascribing  it  to  a  pnnuuy  disease  Of  so  rarely  described  as  one  of  the  mor- 

the  ear,  which  recognises,  as  one  of  its  hid  complications  of  pomlent  otoirhcea. 

most  fiequent  and  £ngerou8  complica-  I  attribute  this,  in  some  measoFe,  to  the 

tions,  a  carious  condition  of  the  tem-  carelessness  with  which  our  dissectKHia 

poral  bone  P  are  nsuallj  conducted :  we  are  too  apt 

Another  argument,  which  has  been  to  be  influenced  in  our  examination  of 
overlooked  by  this  able  pathologist,  diseasedstructnresb^  our  pathological 
might  be  deduced  from  the  appearance  tenets,  and  our  investigations  are 
of  Uie  carious  openings  on  tne  cranial  either  limited  to  the  organ  in  which 
aspect  of  the  bone.  Where  the  disease  disease  is  presumed  to  exist,  or  terml* 
has  attacked  several  parts  in  succession,  nated  by  the  discovery  of  any  sin- 
the  patient  generally  dies  before  the  ^le  lesion  sufficient  to  account  for 
process  of  perforation  is  completed  in  death.  Even  our  best  pathological 
them  all,  and  the  caries  can  thus  be  writers  are  too  often  guilty  of  this  par- 
observed  in  various  staees  of  its  pro-  tial  mode  of  investicration.  Kramer 
gress.  I  lately  witnessed  a  case  of  this  lustly  reproaches  Abercrombie  with 
description,  where  the  patient  died  in  having  omitted,  in  the  history  of  his 
conseauence  of  a  perforation  of  the  cases  of  cerebral  disease  conseqaent 
posterior  wall  of  the  petrous  body;  in  upon  otorrhoea,  the  indispensable  local 
another  point  on  its  superior  surface,  examination  of  the  affected  ear;  and 
where  the  disease  was  less  advanced,  likewise,  with  having  paid  little  and 
the  bone  was  slightlv  discoloured,  thin,  quite  inadequate  attention  to  that  or- 
and  diaphanous,  evidently  shewing  that  ^n  at  the  post  -  mortem  examina- 
the  canes  had  commenced  in  the  ear,  tion.  Within  the  last  few  years  I  have 
and  that  the  destruction  of  this  bony  witnessed  three  cases  of  inflammation 
lamella  was  all  that  was  wanting  to  of  the  sinuses  in  conjunction  with  dis- 
complete  the  communication  between  ease  of  the  ear;  and  in  confirmation  of 
the  cavities  of  the  ear  and  the  cranium,  the  opinion  I  have  just  expressed,  it  is 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  endear-  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  the  last  of  these 
voured  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  mor-  cases  this  remarkable  lesion  was   not 
bid  anatomy  of  the  middle  ear,  and  I  have  at  first  detected,  although  the  temporal 
also  briefly  adverted  to  those  lesions  of  bone  was  carious,  and  the  extemaTwall 
adjoining    structures  most  commonly  of  the  lateral  sinus  slightly  eroded, 
observed  in  connection  with  long-con-  My  attention  was  particmarly  directed 
tinued  disease  of  that  organ.    There  is  to  this  sin^lar  afiection  by  the  follow- 
still  another  complication  of  purulent  ingcase,whichoccurred  in  the  Glasgow 
otorrhoea,  to  whlcn  I  have  casuallv  al-  Roycd  Infirmary  during  the  time  I  was 
Inded,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  house-surgeon  to  that  institution, 
almost  entirely  neglected  by  writers  on        Case  I. — John  Britton,  esL  9,  waa 
diseases  of  the  ear.  The  complication  to  admitted  on  Tuesday,  March  1,  1837» 
which  I  allude  is  inflammationof  the  ce-  for  an    immense    abscess,  occupying' 
rebral  sinuses.  That  these  vessels  should  nearly  the  whole  of  the  left  side  of  the 
•occasionally  become  afi^ted  during  the  head.    The  abscess  extended  upwards 
carious  disorganization  of  the  temporal  as  far  as  the  vertex,  and  involved  the 
bone,  we  might  almost  have  concluded  whole  of  the  integuments  of  the  left 
it  priori  from  their  anatomical  relations  side  of  the  cranium,  from  the  occipital 
to  the  petrous  body.    When  we  reflect  tuberosity  to  within  an  inch  of  the  ex- 
on  the  relation  of  the  petrosal  sinuses  temal  an6:le  of  the  orbit    It  formed  a 
to  the  superior  angle  of  the  bone ;  when  considerable  prominence  laterally,  and 
we  see  the  lateral  sinus  lodged  in  a  deep  fluctuation   was  distinct  every  where 
sulcus  on  its  posterior  aspect,  and  sepa-  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
rated  from  the  mastoid  cells  and  cavity  the  mastoid  process,  where  the  swollen 
of  the  tympanum  only  by  a  thin  os-  parts  were  firm,  of  purplish  colour,  and 
seous  partition;  and  when  we  observe  acutely  painful  on  pressure.    Left  side 
how  invariably  the  dura  mater  becomes  of  face  was  greatly  swollen,  and  there 
inflamed,  either  from  sympathy,  with  was  complete  closure  of  the  eye,  from 
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the  (cdenmtoua  condition  of  the  cyeBdB;.  tike  affected  ear;  hut  on  the  suhsidence 

The  pupil  was  of  natural  appearanoe,  of  tbe  acute  symptomB  he  gradually 

and  sensible  to  li^ht.    The  &oe  a^H  naovand  his  hearing.    His  last  illne8§ 

Seared  sdmewhat  distorted,  but  it  was  conmeneed  about  five  weeks  before  he 

iflicult  to  determine  whether  this  de-  entered  the  hospital,  and  was  preceded 

pended  on  the  partial  csdema,  or  on  by  the  usual  premonitory  symptoms. 

|>aralysis  of  the  facial  nerve.    The  pa-  llie  discharge  did  not  appear  at  the 

tient  complained  much  of  his  h^id,  usual  time;  but  nearlv  eight  days  from 

and  seemed  unusually  drowsy,  and^  in-  the  commencement  of  the  attack  a  hard 

clined  to  dose.    He  generally  lay  in  a  painful  swelling  was  observed  behind 

state  bordering  on  stupor,  and  was  ex-  the  left  ear :  it  seemed  to  proceed  from 

tremelyfretfufand  peevish  when  roused,  the  mastoid  process,  and  slowly  ex- 

although  sensible  when  spoken  to.  He  tended  upwards,  forming  the  abscess 

sometimes  got  up  out  of  bed  without  already  described.     The  swelling  and 

assistance  during  an  intense  exacerbar  apparent  distortion  of  the  ^e  were 

tion  of  headache,  and  seated  himself  observed  only  a  few  days  before  he 

by  the  fireside,  moaning  loudly,  and  came  under  my  care. 

Dressing  his  hands  against  his  forehead.  Inspection,    forty-eight    hours    after 

[is  pulse  was  120,  weak  and  fluttering,  death— On  laying  open  the  abscess, 

Breathing  seemed  slightly  oppressed,  the  squamous  portion  of  the  temporal 

but  he  never  complained  of  his  chest  bone,  posteriorly,  was  found  denuded 

The  abscess  was  punctured  above  the  of  its  pericranium.  When  the  calvarium 

ear,  and  more  than  twelve  ounces  of  was  removed,  the  dura  mater  in  the 

thick  foetid  pna  were  evacuated.    He  vicinity  of  the  left  ear  was  thickened, 

felt  greatly  relieved  after  the  abscess  spongy,  and  of  a  dirty  greenish  colour : 

was  opened,  and  the  cedema  of  the  eve-  some  purulent  matter  was  deposited 

lids  almost  entirely  disappeared.    The  between  it  and  the  bone,  and  internally 

aljscess  continued  to  discbai^e  freely,  the  arachnoid  could  not  be  detached 

His  appetite,  which  had  been  voracious  from  it.    This  thickened  portion  of  the 

^hen  ne  entered  the  Infirmarv,  now  dura  mater  appeared  slightly  concave 

became  impaired.    He  remainea  in  the  on  its  cerebral  aspect,  and  the  concavity 

same  lethargic  state,  constantly  moan-  corresponded  to  an  ulcer  on  the  len; 


leg  became  affected,  with  rapid  con-  ragged  edges,  and  almost  the  siie  of  a 

vulsive  motions,  bearing  a  close  resem-  fourpenny-piece.    It  was  quite  super- 

blance  to  a  paroxysm  of  chorea.    This  ficiai,  coated  with  a  puriform  secretion, 

convulsive  agitation  of  the  left  side  of  and  surrounded,  to  the  extent  of  several 

the  body  came  on  repeatedlvdurinff  the  lines,  by  a  faint  ash-coloured  areola, 

night,  and  eachparoxysm  tasted  about  There  was  no  apparent  alteration  of 

ten  minutes.    Tiie  patient  died  next  the  cerebral  substance.  At  the  superior 

morning  at  6  a.m.  extremity  of  the  fossa,  in  whicn  the 

The  parents  of  the  boy,  who  were  lateral   sinus  is  lodged,  there  was  a 

unusually  intelligent   for   persons  in  carious  opening  in  the  temporal  bone, 

their  condition  of  life,  informed  me  of  an  elliptical  form ;  it  was  filled  with 

that  when  about  four  yean  of  age  he  thick  purulent  matter,  and  communi- 

was  attacked  with  severe  headache  and  cated  with  the  cavity  of  the  ear.    The 

pain  in  left  ear.    The  pain  continued,  left  lateral  sinus  was  filled  with  puri- 

without  intermission,  for  several  days ;  form  matter,  and  lined  with  a  yellowish 

and  during  that  time  he  cried  almost  semi-organized  false  membrane.    Near 

incessantlv,  and  seemed  drowsy  and  the  termination  of  the  sinus,  at  the 

stupid.    A  discharge  then  took  place  jugular  fossa,  its  cavity  wa^  obliterated 

froiQ  the  ear,  at  first  small  in  quantity,  by  a  coagulum  which  was  slender  and 

but  afterwards  rather  abundant,  and  pale  at  its  origin,  but  thicker,  and  of  a 

followedby  a  gradual  mitigation  of  all  deeper   red    colour,  where   it  dipped 

the   symptoms.     He    had   afterwards  down   into   the   jugular   vein.     The 

attacks  of  the  same  kind  nearly  every  pseudo-membranous  substance  was  in- 

three  weeks,  and  during  the  supprcsMon  terposed  between   the  coagulum  and 

of  the  discharge  he  was  quite  deaf  in  the  walls  of  the  siuus.    The  canal  be* 


6U       0R.  BhVCB  ON  PHLEBITIS  OF  THE  CEKEBIUi.^  SINUSES. 

came  completeljr  imperviauB  at  the  tor-  gular  oooTulaive  motion%  raieinbline 

cular  Herophili,  from  the  (joantitr  of  chorea,  were  observed  in  a  case  related 

lymph  thrown  out  by  its  panetes.  The  by  Dr.  Powd/  in  which  there  were 

rest  of  the  brain  was  healthy.    Quaa-  laige  irre^^ular  patches  of  ulceraHon  on 

tity  of  fluid  in  Tentricles  natural.    On  the  anterior  lobes  of  both  hemispheres. 

sawing  open  the  cavity  of  the  tym-  Dr.  Abercrombief  also  alludes  to  the 

panum  it  was  found  completely  divested  case   of   a   lad^   mentioned   by    Ih'. 

of  its  lining  membrane,  and  contaitiing  Anderson,  of  Leith,  where  the  patient 

a  quantity  of  thick  purulent  matter,  was  seized  with  a  convulsive  anection 

The  ossicula   auditus  were  gone,  as  of  the  left  arm  and  leg,,  occuxrijig  in 

well  as  the  membrana  tympani.    The  paroxysms   several   times  arday,  and 

mastoid  ceUs  were  completely  destroyed,  ^nerally  continuing  half  an  hour  at  a 

and  the  internal  auditory  canals  were  time.     She  was  liable  to  attacks  of 

full  of  caseous  pas.    The  veins  of  the  coma,  and  died  at  last  of  gradual  ex- 

diploe  appeared  healthy.  Nearly  a  pint  haustion.    At  the  upper  nart  of  ri^ht 

of  whey-coloured  flaky  serosity  was  hemisphere  there  was  an  ulceratioii  two 

found  in  each  pleural  cavity.  The  lower  and  a  naif  inches  long^  one  and  a  half 

lobes  of  both  lungs'  were  congested,  broad  and  nearly  an  inch  in    depth, 

and  studded  with  purulent  deposits  of  Similar   involuntary  moticms    of  the 

various  sizes.    Botn  pleural  sacs  were  extremities  on  one  side  of  the  body, 

coated  internally  with  a  thin  layer  of  occurring  in  paroxysms,  were  also  ob- 

shaggy  lymph,  evidently  of  very  recent  served  in  the  cases  of  ulceration  of  the 

formation.    Other  viscera  sound  brain  recorded  by  Dalmas  and  Scou- 

There  are  various  important  consi-  tetten;^  in  the  former  case  the  forearm 

derations  connected  witn  the  history  was  principally  affected,  and  in  the 

of  the  preceding  case.    It  is  impossible  latter  the  face  was  cedematous,  and  the 

to  doubt  that  tlie  affection  of  the  ear  patient  could  be  roused  to  consciousness 

was  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  mor-  till  within  a  few  hours  of  death.     In 

bid  phenomena,  and  that  the  caries  of  another  case  related  by  Bricheteaa,§ 

the  temporal  bone  was  a  consequence  where  the  ulceration  co^existed  with 

of  the  extension  of  the  disease  to  adja-  otorrhoea  and  caries  of  the  temporal 

cent  structures.    The  external  abscess  bone,  death  was  preceded  by  furious 

was  evidently  the  result  of  the  suppu-  delirium  and  convulsions.    I  have  ad- 

ration  within  the  mastoid  cells,  and  verted  to  these  examples  of  this  afiec- 

was  probably  simultaneous  in  its  origin  tion,  not  with  the  view  of  proving  that 

with  the  caries  of  the  posterior  wall  of  certain  symptoms  are  invaiiably  ob- 

the  tympanum,  which  eventually  led  served  in  every  case  of  ulceration  of  ths 

to  meningitis,  ulceration  of  the  brain,  brain,  and  are  therefore  to  be  consi- 

sad  phlebitis  of  the  lateral  sinus.    The  dered  as  pathognomonic  of  that  disease, 

secondary  abscesses  in  the  lungs  were  but  merely  to  show  that  the  peculiar 

probably  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  character  of  the  convulsions  in  the  ease 

as  in  cases  of  traumatic  phlebitis.  related  above  is  strikingly  analcoons  to 

Ulceration  of  the  surface  of  the  brain  that  observed  by  some  authors  In  con- 
is  a  very  imcommon  appearance,  al-  nection  with  similar  lesions, 
though  distinctly  described  by  several  The  condition  of  the  lateral  fiinus, 
writers.  Abercrombie*  has  only  seen  which  was  apparently  unaccompanied 
one  instance  of  it.  It  is  perhaps  most  by  inflammation  of  the  other  sinuses,  or 
frequently  observed  as  a  result  of  other  of  the  cerebral  and  diploic  veins,  ftxr- 
lesions  of  the  cerebral  substance,  and  nishes  us  with  an  explanation  of  die 
is  BO  commonly  associated  with  them,  remarkable  lesions  of  the  thoracic  vis- 
tjiat  it  becomes  difiicult  to  determine  cera.  The  latter  appearances  belong 
how  far  the  chief  svmptoms  depend  to  a  class  which  manv  of  our  best  pa- 
npon  the  ulceration  alone.  In  the  case  thologists  believe  to  nave  their  depen- 
just  related  there  is  a  close  analogv  dence  on  the  diseased  state  of  the 
between  the  symptoms  preceding  deatn  veins  immediately  adjacent  to  the  seat 

and  those  which  nave  been  observed  in  

other  examples  of  this  rare  affection,  by       «  1^,^^^  xhnM.  Con.  Phys.  London,  VoL  v 
writers  on  cerebral  disease*    The  sin- 


•  Powel,  TncoM,  Con.  Ffays.  London, 
t  Abercromliie  on  Dis.  of  the  Bnin. 
X  T^iuma»i/i  snr  PEnc^pliAle,  lettra  vUL  obo. 


♦  Abercrombie  on  Diieatei  of  tbe  Brain,  M       .  _^  ,  ,  ,    ^,      «.    ^  ,*^^  .  ^ 

edit.  p.  114.  §  Biic1ietea]i,AitbivetGte.deM4d.t.a8^p.517. 
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of  a  primary  aflTection.    The  lesions  time  of  the  yoiuiffcr  Pasta,  wbo  tdls  ns 

obeenred,  however,  in  the  preceding  that  his  own  work  was  written  chie^ 

case,  do  not  exactly  coincide  with  the  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  his  cousin's 

views  of  certain  writers,  and  I  shall  n^lected  observations,  the  facts  have 

have  occasion  to  advert  to  this  want  of  been  again  forgotten,  or  have   been 

coincidence  hereafter,  in  tracing  the  quoted  only  for  the  sake  of  contradict- 

connection  between  phlebitis  of   the  ing  them;  probably  because  both  these 

sinuses  and  the  pathology  <^  secondary  authors  mixed  them  with  manv  errors, 

abscess.  and  drew  from  them  many  other  con- 

CTo  be  oontiiraed.]  elusions  besides  the  true  ones.    Except 

-__^  in  the  article  Blood,  AnomuU  Conditiatu 

of,  in  the  Cyclopeedia  of  Anatomy,  by 

ON  THE  Pp,  Babington,  in  which  they  are  very 

COAGULATION    OF    THE     BLOOD  briefly  mentioned,  I  do  not  think  there 

AFTER  DEATH.  ^  ^^7  modem  work  in  which  these 

•»»<r»«o  ^*"^  ***  recorded,  although  they  seem 

Bt  James  Paoet,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.  ^  ^  ^j^^  ^^^y  ^ngg  jj^^t  can  guide  to  a 

already  offered  for  relating  them  a^ain 

An  apology  may  be  deemed  necessary  ^^^i  ^  ^  ^mcd  sufficient,  for  there 

for  the    publication    of  observations  ca?  >  ?<>  doubt  that  the   prevalent 

similar  to  any  which  have  been  already  opmion  m,  Uiat  the  W  masses  of 

recorded,    and    from   which     correct  fibrme,  which  contam  litfle  or  none  of 

conclusions  have  been  already  drawn,  the  colc^rmg  matter  of  the  bloo^,  and 

Probably,  such  a  proceeding  will  be  ^^^^^  ^^7  ^  the  walls  of  tiie  hewrt, 

considered  justified;  if  the   previous  are  formed  some  time  previously  to 

reords    have  been    so   far  forgotten  ^^^:       ...                  , 

or  overlooked  that  the  general  opinion  ,  Thw  opinion  is  ciroressed  more  or 

is  at  utter  variance  with  them  and  with  less  distinctlv  in  all  the  most  esteemed 

the  conclusions  to  which  they  certainly  works  on   the  diseases  of  the  heart, 

1^1^  from  that  of  Corvisart  onwards.      It 

When  the  fiwstawhich  I  propose  now  ^  ^X  ^?  very  strongly  advocated 

to  detail  were  firet  noticed  by  me,  I  by  M.  Bomllaud,  both  m  a  special 

imagined  that  none  similar  to  them  gapp,^^  the  subject,  and  in  his  great 

were    on  recoid,  for   they  were  not  Traits  des  Maladies  du  Ccpur,  and  more 

familiar  to  any  to  whom  they  were  recently  m  two  articles  in  L'Expen- 

mcntioned ;  but  on  looking  oter  some  ^^  • }  and  he  not  only  states  the  aus- 

of  the  many  treatises  that  were  written  cultatory  and  other  symptoms  which 

on  PfOmu  0/  the  Heart,  during  the  *oe8e    supposed    polypi  of  the  heart 

17th  and  18th  centuries,  I  foundin  one  produce,  but  he  mves  a  foil  account  of 

by  Joseph  Pasta  •,  the  greater  part  of  ^^eur  cmis^  and  describes  the  treat- 

the  same  facts  set  forth  with  an  admka-  ™nt  which  he  has  found  most  success- 

ble  accuracy,  and  made  the  ground^  ^  P  removing  them,  imd  the  stethos- 

work  of  nearly  the  same  conclusions  as  «>I»c  and  other  signs  by  which  their 

I  had  drawn  from  them.  Perhaps  simi-  gradual  disappearMcefrwn  the  mtenor 

lar  observations  were  made  by  others  ^  ^  ^f^,  ^7  ^  '«?»«»J?f  ^^« 

of  the  same  period ;  but  as  far  as  i  can  deservedly  high  rei)utation  of  M.  Bouil- 

leam  none  noticed  them  before  Andrew  ^^  gives  such  weight  to  his  opimoM, 

Pasta,  the  cousin  and  preceptor  of  the  ^^  ^*»f?  "^^y  are  recorded  on  the  nde 

author  abcady  quoted,  who  is  said  to  of  an  old  error,  I  may  reasonably  fear 

have  described  many  of  them  in  two  wheUier  the  foUowmg  facU,  simple  and 

epistles.  (De  Motu  8amffumi$  post  Mor-  conclusive  as  they  seem,  will  be  suffi- 

tern,  and  De  Cordis  Polypo  m  dubmm  f}^^^  Mtablwh  the  truth,  which  I  be- 

r«w«i/o),  published  in  1737.    Since  the  bevc  to  be,  th^  the  coagulation  of  the 

1-5 blood  m  the  heart  and    large  vessels 

•  ]>e  sufoiiie et  de  fluiffaiiiU  OonerackmiiMw  daring  life  isa very  rare  event,  and  had 


Mr  Anatomen  indanti*  el  pro  craaia  mortMmsm 
feaMtia  QuaeatioDM   Medics.- 


Bergomi,   ITSS. 

^*^  «  Mai  et  Jaio,  18S8. 
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not  occurred  in  a  gr^at  majority  of  the  superior,  and  its  chief  branches ;     in 

cases  which  are  described  as  examples  all  of  which  the  portion  of  the  coa^n- 

ofit.  lunx  from    whicn  the    blood-globules 

Having,  without  any  definite  object,  '  have  separated  is  always  that  wliicSi 
taken  accurate  notes  of  the  condition  lies  on  its  uppermost  (or,  as  the  parts 
of  the  blood  found  after  deaUi  in  the  are  usually  described,  its  anterior^)  sur- 
principal  parts   of  the  circulatory  svs-  face.    Again,  a  similar  fact  is  evident 
tern,  of  nearly  150  of  the  bodies  which  in  the  coagulum  usually  contained  in 
I  had  lately  examined,  I  was  anxious  the  longitudinal  sinus :  if  that  canal,  at 
to  discover  whether  an  analysis  of  the  the  vertex  of  the  head,  contain  a  colour- 
numerous  facts  thus   collected  would  less    coagulum,  it  will  constantly   be 
lead  to  any  general  results.    Among  found,  on  drawing  it  gently  out,  that  it 
several  of  more  or  less  interest  was  the  is  black  at  that  part  where  it  passes 
following: — ^whenever  in  the  coagula  down  the  occiput;  and  whatever  be  the 
found  after  death   in  the  heart   and  colour  of  the  coagulum  in  the  longitu- 
large  blood-vessels  the  coloiurin^  mat-  dinal  sinus,  the  blood  in  the  lat^nl 
ter  has  separated  from  the  fibrine  of  sinuses  is  never,  as  far  as  1  have  seen, 
the  blood,  so  that  a  part  of  each  coagu-  more  than  loosely  coagulated  in  a  aolt 
lum  is  nearly  colourless,  and  more  or  black  mass.    In  short,  wherever  the 
less  similar  to  the  buffy  coat  of  blood  blood  is  examined,  illustrations  of  the 
drawn  from  a  person  labouring  under  same  rule  are  met  with ;  as,-for  further 
an  acute  inflammation,   the  least  co-  examples,  in  the  invariable  blackness 
loured  portion  is  ^ways  placed  at  that  and  softness  of  the  coagula,  (if  any 
part  of  the  clot,  which,  in  the  position  have  formed)  in  the  vena  azye^os  and 
m  which  the  body  has  lain  since  death,  vena  semi-azygos ;  in  the  blood  of  the 
is  at  the  highest  level.  renal  veins,  as  compared  with  that  of 

In  proof  of  this,  if,  in  any  case  in  the   vena  cava   interior   adjacent    to 

which  coagula  are  found  in  the  heart,  them ;    in   that    of  the    dfscending 

that  organ  be  either  examined  as  it  lies  branches  of  the  internal  iliac,  compared 

in  the  chest,  or  be  held  in  the  position  with  the  firm,  and  often  nearly  colour- 

which  it  naturally  occupies  in  the  re-  less  coagula  in  the  external  iliac  and 

cumbent  bodv,   it  will  be  constantly  femoral  veins ;  in  the  soft  black  coagu- 

found  that  tne  uncoloured  portion  of  lum  of  the  thoracic  aorta,  which  Ees 

each  coagulum  is  placed  uppermost,  low  in  the  posterior  curve  of  the  spine, 

that  is,  in  the  p«)rt  which  in  tne  body  compared  with  that  which  in  the  same 

lies  nearest  to  the  sternum ;  and  that  subject  is  often  colourless  in  the  abdo- 

as  the  distance  below  the  sternum  in-  minal  aorta  on  the  anterior   lumbar 

creases,  either  the  coagulum  becomes  curve, 

more  and  more  deeply  coloured,  and        It  follows  from  these  facts,  which  I 

less  firm,  or  else  at  some  definite  lower  have  confirmed  by  the  careful  ^exami- 

level  presents  an  exact  plane  of  sepa-  nation  of  a  considerable  number  of  sub- 

tion   between  the  uncoloured  and  co-  jects,   that,  regarding  the  cavities  of 

loured  portions.    A  similar  observation  the  heart,  and  tne  laige  vessels  leading* 

may  be  made  in  the  long  branched  to  and  from  J;hem,  as  one  cavity,  any 

coagula  that  lie    in  the    pulmonary  (quantity  of  blood  contained  in  it  at  the 

arteries.     In  the  trunk  of  the  artery  instant  of  death  coagulates  according 

these  coagula  are  rarely  quite  black ;  to  the  same  method  as  it  would    if 

they  are  usually  either  colourless,  or  drawn  from  the  body  into^  a  basin,  or 

contain  but  a  few  of  the  blood-globules,  any  other  vessel ;  ana  that  if  its  coagn- 

and  these  placed  at  die  most  depending  lation  be  sufficiently  slow;  or  the  foo- 

part.     But  however    little   colouring  portion  of  fibrine  large»  the  colouring 

matter  there  may  be  in  the  part  of  the  particles  always  sink  to  the  lower  level, 

coagulum   whicn  lies  in  the  trunk  of  and  leave  a  certain  quantity  of  unco- 

the  pulmonary  artery,  the  extremities  loured  fibrine  above  them.   In  difierent 

of  its  numerous  ramifications,  which  cases,  this  fibrine,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 

are  contained  in  the  posterior  branches  the  coagulum,  varies  considerably  in 

of  that  vessel,  are    always    more  or  its  general  aspect,  and  in  the  degree  of 

less  completely  black.    The  same  rule  its  adhesion  to  the  waUs  of  the  heart ; 

is    observed   m    the    coagula   in  the  and  according  to  the  condition  of  the 

branches  of  the  pulmonary  veins,  and  blood  from  which  it  is  separated,  pre- 

in.  those  which  occupy  the  vena  cava  seuts  nearly  all  the  varieties  which 
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have  been  described  as  onorganued,  pending  part ;  that  is,  at  that   part 

and    slightly  or   partially    organized  which  ues  in  contact  with  the  posterior 

poWpi,  or  concretions,  of  tne  heart.  wall  of  the  yentricle,behind  the  auriculo- 

The  rule  applies  equally  whatever  ventricular   opening,    and  just  below 

be  the  degree  of  coagulation  of  the  the  origin   of  the  pulmonary  artery, 

blood.    The  ]/eat  illustrations  of  it,  The  coagulum  in  the  right  ventricle 

however,    are   in    the    cases    where  is  continued  into  that  in  the  pulmo- 

the  cavities  of  the  heart  are  all  filled  nary  artery.  In  the  latter  there  are  usu- 

with  firm   coagula,   in    which    there  ally  three  semilunar  grooves  of  moderate 

has  been  almost  a  complete  separa-  depth,  by  which  it  is  sometimes  nearly 

lion  of  the  blood-globules  from    the  cut  through,  and  which  show  that  it 

fibrine,  so  that  large  white,  yellow,  or  was  modelled  on  the  sigmoid  valves, 

pinkish  masses,  of  a  firm,  transparent,  If  there  be  any  colouring  matter  at  all 

or  glistening  jelly-like  substance,  are  in  the  trunk  of  this  arterial  coagulum, 

found  completely  filling  one  or  more  of  it  is  always  situated  at  its  dorsafor  in- 

the  cavities,  and  closely  adhering  to  ferior  aspect;  but  in  cases  of  extreme 

their  walls,  and  in  the  interspaces  of  senaration  of  the  blood   it   is    ouite 

their  muscular   fasciculi.     In    these,  colourless,  for  the  natural  course  of  the 

which  it  is  to  be  observed  are  the  very  main  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery  is 

cases  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  somewhat  backwards  as  well  as  up- 

frequent  coagulation  ofthe  blood  during  wards  and  to  the  left    Tracing  the 

life  is  chiefly  founded  *,  the  vena  cava  branches  of  this  coaj^um,  the  largest 

inferior  is  mil  of  soft  black  coagulum,  are  always  those  which  lie  in  the  pos- 

without  any  trace  of  bufi^  coat.    This  terior  divisions  of  the  artery ;  ana  in 

u,  on  the  one  hand,  contmuous  with  a  these  the  quantity  of  colouring  matter 

white  or  white  and  black  coagulum,  constantly  increases,  but  still  occupies 

which  fiUs  a  portion  of  the  inferior  the  same  depending  part  of  the  poagu- 

cava  lying  on  the  lumbar  vertebree,  lum,  on  which,  at  some  distance  towards 

and  on  the  other,  forms  one  mass  with  the  back  of  tne  lungs,  the  uncoloured 

that  in  the  ri^ht  auricle,  in  which  there  fibrine  is  arranged  in  the  form  of  only 

is  always  a  distinct  level,  above  which  a  thin  riband-lme  superficial  layer.   At 

all  the  coagulum  is  composed  of  more  last,  the  coagulum  becoming  gradually 

or  less  ^uie  and  firm  fibrine,  and  below  softer,  one  arrives  at  branches  of  the 

which  it  is   quite  black    and   much  artery  near  the  back  of  the  lungs,  in 

softer.    The  coagulum  in  the  auricle  which  it  is  entirely  black ;    ana  still 

is  again  continuous  with  that  in  the  further  back  than  these,  the  arteries 

superior  cava  and  its  branches,  in  which  contain  only  fluid  blood,  or  a  deeply 

there  is  usually  the  same  degree  of  se-  blood-stained  serum.    If,  on  the  otner 

paration  of  the  chief  constituents  of  hand,  the  coagulum  be  traced  from  the 

the  blood    as  in   the   blood   in    the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery  into  its 

auricle,  and  always  an  equally  distinct  anterior  or  sternal  branches,  it  is  found 

,  gravitation  of  the  colouring  particles  in  all  these  more  adherent,  smaller  and 
to  the  lower  or  dorsal  portion  of  the  drier,  and  containing  scarcely  a  portion 
coagulum.  Lastly,  the  coagulum  in  of  the  colouring  matter  of  the  blood, 
the  right  auricle  is  usually  continued  in  On  the  opposite  side  similar  appear- 
one  mass  into  that  in  the  ventricle,  ances  present  thent^lves :  the  blood  in 
where  a^n  similar  characters  may  be  the  posterior  pulmonary  veins  is  fluid, 
remarked.  The  apex  of  the  right  ven-  or  if  coag^ulated  is  less  firmly  so  than 
tricle  beine;,  in  the  recumbent  posture  that  in  the  anterior  veins ;  that  in  the 
of  the  body,  the  highest  point  of  the  left  auricle  is  less  coagulated  than  that 
heart,  there  the  blo(M  is  never  in  these  in  the  left  ventricle;  and  so  on  accord- 
cases  at  all  coloured ;  commonly  the  ing  to  the  same  rules  as  are  observed 
whole  coagulum  in  this  ventricl*  is  in  the  venous  system, 
white  or  yellow,  but  in  many  cases  it  The  few  apparent  exceptions  to  this 
exhibits  a  black  layer  at  the  most  de-  rule  that  sometimes  occur,  will  I  be- 

^ lieve  always  prove,  on  careful  examina- 

*  Thfy  .occur  mort  freqaently,  bat  jot  ex-  tion,  to  be  examples  of  it.    For  instance, 
rlucivdy,  in  those  who  die  of  acute  infUmma-        i.        ^i.       •  i.f^        •  i      •  •""«»«**'^, 

tiona.  1  have  seen  such  appevmncea  in  two  per-  When  the  right  auncle  18  very  much 

■ona,  who  died  of  hemorrhaf^,  which  was  in  dilated  or  distended,  the  separation  of 

f^^SiiST^^y^'l^^'SSi^SPiXay  the  colouring  matter  of  the  llood  in  its 

chronic  diieaae.  appendix  and  antenor  part  may^  be 
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more  complete  than  in  the  right  ren-       If  the  ooaffuktioiiy  hf  iMA 

tricle;  ana  when  the  hody  has  heen  polypi    ai«    formed,  ocemrcd   dmkiig 

placed  nnmediately  after  death  in  some  life,  while  the  heart  was  atai  aetuur, 

other  than  the  recnmhent  postnre,  the  and  at  least  a  part  of  the  blood  ami 

level  of  the  separation  of  the  fibrine  moring,  it  is  in   die  highest  dcmse 

from  the  dark  clot  is  correspondingly  piobable    that  die  fibfine   wovdcT  be 

altered.    Thus,  in  the  body  of  a  nan  deposited  in  concentric  layen  on  tlie 

who  had  Buffered  from  excessive  dysp-  interior  of  the  heart  and  veBsela,  as 

ncra  for  several  days,  and  havibg  died  it  is  in  the  sac  of  an  anenrisHi,  atid 

while  sitting  up  with  his  head  resdng  that  the  parts  of  chief  coagnladon  aad 

on  his  knees,  had  remained  in  that  separation  would  be  the  anrieles,  whieh 

position  for  three  or  fonr  hoars  after  are  less  fercihly  moved  than  the  ven* 

death,  the  condition  of  the  coafi^ula  was  trides.    But  die  actnal  resite  of  the 

almost  exactly  the  reverse  of  umtnsn-  coagulation  are  the   very    rrferae  oC 

ally  observed ;  so  that  I  ventured  to  these,    and   are    exphosifale   only  by 

predict,  before    hearing    the  circum*  supposing  that  the    whole  niaaa   of 

stances  of  his  death,  that  the  body  had  blood  was  fluid,  when  at  the  thne  of 

not  been  Und  out  in  the  usual  manner,  death  it  all  nearly  at  the  same  instent 

The  blood  was  darker  and  softer  in  the  ceased  to  move  and  becan  to  eoagidate. 
ventricles  than  in    the  auricles,  and       The  coagula  that  So  form  in  the 

diere  was  less  separation  of  fibiine  in  heart  and  large  vessels    during   life 

the  auricles  than  in  the  superior  cava,  generally  present  ehanctera  by  which 

or  the  trunks  and  superior  oranches  of  uiey  may  be  easily  distinguished  from 

the  pulmonary  vessels :  the  blood  was  the  preceding.    The  simplest  kind  of 

also  less  coagmated  in  the  inferior  cava  this  class  are  those  which  are  deposited 

on  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  than  in  the  in  concentric  layers  on  the  walls  of  die 

same  vein  at  the  diaphragm,  and  more  heart  or  blood-vessels,  like  the  coagula 

completely  separatea  in  the  superior  in  an  aneurismal  sac.    Examples  €»f 

cava  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  cir-  these  are  very  common  in  cases  of  gan* 

dilatory  system  that  I  examined.  grena  senilis,  in  phlebitis,  in  those  In 

The  close  similarity  which,  it  is  evi-  which  the  veins  sldjacent  to  malignant 

dent  fitnn  these  facts,  exists  between  j^wths  become  blocked  up  by  coacpila, 

the  coagula  of   blood   found  in  the  in  certain  cases  of  granular  kioney, 

heart  and  blood-vessels    after  death,  which  are  probably  accompanied  by 

and  those  which  form  when  blood  is  inflammation  of  the  renal  veins,  in 

drawn  from  the  body  during  life,  and  analogous  cases  of  cirrhose,  in  pohnci- 

left  at  rest,  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  nary   apoplexy,   and  in  some   other 

that  the  process  by  which  thev  are  complaints.     Similar  coagula  in  the 

formed  is  m  both  cases  essentially  the  heart  are  more  rare.    I  nave  found 

same,  and  that  the  coagula  found  after  them  in  two  cases  id  excessively  di* 

death  have  resulted  from  the  blood  lated  left  auricles,  where  the  lining 

wkUe  at  rest  having  separated  into  its  membrane  was  diseased  and  rough — 

constituent  parts,  of  wnich  the  serum  cases  which  might,  perhaps,  justly  be 

has  gravitated  into  the  lower  parts  of  called  aneurisms  of  the  auricles ; — in 

the  body,  and  there,  more  or  less  stained  one  or  two  cases  of  great  dilatation  of 

with  colouring  matter,  has  been  im-  the  left  ventricle,  and  in  cases  of  real 

bibed  into  the  porous  tissues,  while  the  aneurism  of  the  same  part    But  in  all 

globules  have  slowly  descended  durin?  these  cases  there  can  be  no  difficulty 

die  setting  of  the  fiorine,  and  have  left  in  determining  that  the  fibrine  was  de- 

a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  uncoloured  posited  during  life.     It  is  arranged 

coagulnm  above  them.    There  is  no  m  evident  concentric  layers,  which  are 

perceptible  difference  whatever,  (ex-  easily  and   definitely  sepiuraUe,   and 

cept  that  of  external  form),  between  often  have  a  thick  fluid  between  them ; 

the  coagula  of  blood  found  in  the  body  the  portion   nearest  the  axis  of  the 

after  death,  and  that  which  is  formed  cavity  or  vessel  is  least  firm  and  dark- 

of  blood  drawn  into  a  basin ;  each  has  est ;  none  of  it  is  glistening  or  trans- 

the  shape  of  the  cavity  in  which  it  parent,  like  the  coagula  formed  after 

is  contauied ;    the  one  is  simple,  the  death,  or  the  huffy  coat ;  but  all  is  dull 

other  branched  and  complex  in  its  form;  and  opaque,  of  a  reddish  or  brownish 

but  in  the  disposition  of  their  consti-  grey  colour,  gnunous,  and  looking  gni- 

tuent  parts  they  are  identical.  nular.    In  the^  heart  the  fibrine  thus 
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dqiHMtted  durinff  life  occupies  not  any  mudi  mora  nnlj  to  tlie  interior  of  the 

lanpe  portion  of  the  cavity,  but  only  arteries.    These  are  never  transparent 

adhenea  to  some  tMrticolarly  dilated  or  or  ahining,  or  in  any  respect  aiaular  to 

diseased  part,  and  is  quite  separate  from  the  fibrine  oi  Uie  blood ;  the  heart  usu- 

the  coagula  which  have  formed  alter  ally  contains,  beaidea  them,  viaases  of 

death,*  and  which  present  aU  their  common  coagula }  they  are  attached  as 

usual  characters,     in  short,   as  the  firmly  to  the  walk  from  which  thev 

origin  and  mode  of  formation  of  the  grow   as    their    parts   are    to    each 

coc^;ula  of  the  one  kind  are  similar  to  other;  they  usually  adhere  by  e  base 

those  of  inflammatory  blood,  with  its  of  less  drcumlisrenoe  than  the  rest  of 

bufl^  eoat,  and  those  of  the  other  kind  their  mass  i  and  when  a  section  is  made 

are  sinular  to  those  of  the  layers  of  through  one  of  them  and  the  w^  of 

fibrine  in  an  aneurismal  sac, — so  in  all  the  hearty  theve  is  seldom  any  abrupt 

their  important  characters  are  they  re*  line  of  demarcation  between  them*, 

apectively  similar;  and  hence  the  bufl^  The  only  kind  of  ooagnla  about  the 

coat,  and  the  fibrine  of  the  anuerismal  period  of  formation  of  which  I  can 

sac,  substances  which  are  familiar  to  now  entertain  any  doubt,  are  the  little 

evexy  pathologist,  may  be  taken  as  cev*  shreds  of  fibrine  that  are  sometimes 

tain  standards,  by  a  comparison  with  found  adhering  to  the  chordntendinesei 

whiah  a  correct  decision  of  the  date  of  and  which  are  certainly  veiy  similar  to 

formation  of  coagula  within  the  heart  these  obtained  by  stirring  the  blood* 

and  large  vessels  may  be  always  at-  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  last 

tained.  period  of  life,  as  the  blood  passes  among 

The  other  fonnations  in  the  heart  those  fine  tendinous  strinfis,  some  of 

with  which  the  white  coajg^ula  formed  its  fibrine  may  scjiarate  ana  adhere  to 

after  death  have  been  confounded,  are  them,  under  the  influence  of  the  same 

vet  more  diflferent  from  them.    One  unknown  force  as  that  by  which  it  is 

kind  of  these  consists  of  those  rounded  separated  l^  sticks,   or  other  small 

hollow    bodies    that   usually   adhere  bodies,  made  to  move  in  it.    But  this 

among  the  columnse  camece,  and  are  opinion  can  be  accepted  as  only  in  the 

pf  an  opaque  yellowish  colour,  mode-  lowest  degree  probaole. 

rately  firm  consistence,  and  filled  with  1/  it  be  true  that  the  cases  are  very 

softened  fibrine,t  and  to  which  Laen-  rare  in  which  coagulation  of  the  blood 

nee  I  gave  the   name  of  vegetations  takes  i^ace  in  the  heart  and  vessels 

globuleuses.    About  these,  if  the  de-  during  life,  and  that  the  fibrine  thus 

scription  that  I  have  given  of  the  other  deposited  can  be  easily  distinguished 

kina  be  observed,  there  can  be  little  from  the  coagula   that  form  in  the 

guestion ;  the  existence  of  the  softened  bodies  of  nearfy  all  persons  after  death, 

brine,  which  constitutes  the  puriform  and  that  the  latter  are  formed  after  the 

fluid  in  the  middle  of  the  mass,  is  suf-  same  method  as  in  blood  drawn  from 

ficient  proof  that  the  clot  was  main-  the  bo^y  during  life  and  left  at  rest^  it 

tained  for  at  least  manv  hours  at  the  feUows,  that  by  the  examination  of  the 

natural  temperature  of  tne  living  body;  coagula  in  the  heart  and  laige  vessels 

and  all  the  characters  of  these  masses,  after  death,  a  judgment  may  be  formed 

as  far  as  I  have  seen  or  read  of  them,  of  the  condition  in  which  the  blood 

are  widely  diflfereat  from  those  of  the  was  during  life,  with  at  least  as  much 

bufly  coat  certainty  as  by  the  general  examination 

As  little  doubt  can  exist  respecting  of  that  drawn  in  venesection.    The  re- 

ihe  nature  of  those  actually  vascular  aeprchesof  manr  observers,  and  espe- 

growths  which  are  sometimes  found  cially  those  of  MM.  Andral  and  Ga- 

attached  to  the  waUs  of  the  heart,  and  vanvt,  of  which  abstracts  have  been 

>     ■            ■    '  recendy  publishedt,  prove  that  a  kuow- 

•  flsoHliBm  ope  AmU  tlM  blsck  porticB  of  ^  ledge  of  the  relative  proportions  and 

Hot  oppennosc,   and  adhCKi  to  the  anterior  Stituents  of  the  blood  forms  an  impor- 

(meryweU  of  the  cavity.    There  on  be  ao  tant  feature  in  the    history  of  each 

doQbt  that  the  black  pert  of  the  clot  baa  faUen  ^ 
down  from  the  white  and  firmer  portion.  I  ha¥e 


anch  eaaee  ontr  vben  the  darii  part  of  the  *  Ibe  reader  may  iind  many  drcunurtuiCM  of 

dot  waa  aoft  and  very  easily  broken.  mnch  intereat  connected  with  these  and  other 

1 8ee  the  excellent  Paper  by  Mr.  Gulliver,  formatioaa  in  the  heart,  detailed  in  a  paper  %y 

Medloo-Ohiraivical   iranaacttona,    Vol..xxli.,  Dr.  Hof hfs,  in  the  Qvy*a  tfespital  RqwitP, 

p.  ISS.  YoL  kf* 

t  Traits  dc  rAoMniltation  Mediate;  t.  iii.  nt.  t  L'RupMence,  AoOt  IMO. 
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diaease.    I  wodd,  therefore,  ventme  to  intemthig  to  the  medied  pobKe,  and 

ragsest,  that  the  general  condition  of  to  the  physiological  inquirer  in  narti- 

the  blood  after  death  should  be  aseer-  cnlar.    On  the  2d  of  November  I  wms 

tained  -with  as  mnch  care  as  thai  of  called  npon  to  see  Mary  O'DiMiiiell,  a 

each  df  the  organs  of  the  body,  and  pesBant  girl,  aged  eight  yeaiB.     She 

that  a  description  of  it  should  form  a  nad  an  affection  of  the  elands  of  the 

part  of  each  ratore  record  of  post-mor-  neck,  for  which  I  nresciibed  pmpmr^- 

tern  inspections.    The  notes  which  I  tions  of  iodine,  witn  gentle  saBne  aipe> 

have  made  of  the  last  two  hmidred  rients,  under  which  treatment  ahe  is 

eases  examined,  already  afford  some  now  neatly  well.    Having  had  orraairm 

conclusions  of  much  interest,  which,  if  to  inspect  her  throat  I  peroerved  tvro 

I  should  be  able  to  confirm  them  by  amclat  projecting  from  the  palate,  per- 

some  hundreds   more  of  inspections,  fectly  distinct  and  of  equal  siae,   of 

may  grow  to  be  important.  whicn  circumstance  the  parents  of  the 

A  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  co-  child  were  seeminglv  ignorant.     She 

agula  of  blood  is  absolutely  neccssai^  had  never  complainea  of  moouTenience 

in  those  cases  of  medico-legal  inyesti-  attending  it    Her  Toice  is  dear  aiMl 

{[ation  in  which  it  is  required  to  know  strong ;   and,  strange  to  say,  ahe  can 

m  what  position  the  body  was  i^aced  wiUigreat  ease  extend  it  to  tkiw  oetmaes. 

in  the  first  hours  after  death.    The  Now  I  do  not  remember  that  any  writer 

case  I  have   already  mentioned,   in  has  mentioned  the  amis  as  connected 

which  the  condition  of  the  blood  was  with  the  mechanism  of  the  human  votoe. 

the  reverse  of  that  usually  seen,  because  Mr.  Herbert  Ma^^o  states,  '*  The  i»nge 

the  dead  body  remained  for  some  time  of  the  human  voice  seldom  ezoeeda  two 

in  the  erect  posture,  shows  that  in  these  octaves  and  a  half."    I  have  never  seen 

cases  the  arrangement  of  the  several^  a  case  similar  to  this,  but  have  seen 

portions  of  the  clots  would  afford  a  two  cases  with  total  absence  of  the 

most  important  part  of  the  evidence.  tamia  ;  one  in  the  nerson  of  a  Hindoo 

In  all  cases  it  must  be  remembered  ^rl  at  Calcutta,  in  1836$  and  since  then 

that  the  coa^lation  that  takes  place  m  a  patient  of  Mr»  Wallace,  sm^geon, 

in  the  body  is  much  slower  than  that  of  Bow :  in  both  cases  the  voice  was 

which  ensues  in  blood  drawn  from  it,  perfectly  natural. — I  am,  sir, 
either  during  life  or  after  death;  so  Vour  obedient  servant, 

that  a  quantity  of  unccAoured  fibiine  GxoaoB  Bolstbe,  SnrgeoD. 

is  found  in  the  heart  and  uppcnnost      xunerboy.  doom,  Ireland, 
vessels  of  the  dead  body  m  many  cases  Dec.  99,  isio. 

in  which  it  is  most  probable  that  had  

the  blood  been  drawn  during  life  it 

would  not  have  presented  a  bifiy  coat.  ANALYSES  and  NOTICBS  of  BOOKS. 

In  the  maiority  of  cases  the  blood  does  

not  coagulate  In  the  body  for  the  first 

fonrhon«after.ito»«tlM.c«mm«ced,  ' VAvU^^^^,^»o;^^ci^l,^^ m 

in  many  it  remains  flmd  for  six,  eight,  or  ^___ 
more  hours,  and  yet  coagulates  within  ^     ...             -.»„..»  ^      ...  ^, 
a  few  minutes  of  its  being  let  out  of  On  Dts$a$e$  qf  the  H^obU,  wUh  Ob- 
the  vessels.    But  as  this  greater  slow^  nrvatwm  o»  AffeeiuniB  ^  ike  JokUe 
ness  of  cosgulation  is  common  to  aU,  it  ^  <*«  Puerperal  State.    By  Wiixiam 
is  not  material  in  a  comparison  of  the  Coulson,  Em.,  SuMeon  to  the  May- 
blood  of  many  dead  bodies,  though  it  ^en  and  City  of  London  Lyinj-m 
would  require  to  be  carefully  estimated  Hospitals,  &c.  &c.    Second  edition, 
in  a  comparison  of  the  blood  of  the  London,  1841. 
dead  with  that  of  the  living.  This  is  in  several  respects,  we  perceive, 
■  a  different  treatise  nom  that  fomerly 

DOUBLE  UVULA.  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

"*""'  changes  both  in  the  form  and  substanci 

To  the  Sditor  qf  the  Midieal  GoMette.  of  his  work,  and  of  those  chan^ 

Sir,  several,  we    think,  are  valuable  im* 

Mat  I  request  the  favour  of  a  place  for  provements. 

the  following  extraordinary  case  in  your        In  the  first  place,  he  has  consulted 

valuable  journal,  which  must  prove  the   convenience   of  his   readers   by 
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aKerix^  the  shape  of  the  volume  from  edition  that  strike  us  as  most  charac- 
4to.  to  8vo.  The  big  editions  of  the  teristic  are,  first,  as  to  pathology 
patres  medicvue,  like  the  long  yams  of  (chapt.  ii.  sect.  2  and  3),  that  the  hip- 
our  senior  relatives,  ye  can  readily  tole-  joint  disease  is  essentially  a  disease  of 
rate ;  but  the  like  in  an  aiter  ego,  a  the  secerning  function,  and  that  the 
oontemporary,  a  rivaly — ^for  such  our  in-  tissue  first  attacked  is  the  sjrnovial 
dulgence  extends  not  beyond  the  8vo.  In  membrane  of  the  joint;  and,  second, 
tiie  next  place,  he  has'changed  for  the  as  to  the  (etiology  (chaptr  ii.  sect  4), 
better  his  arranG;ement  In  the  former  that  the  disease  is  not  a  local  afifection, 
edition,  Mr.  Comson  placed  his  observa-  but  merely  a  local  expression,  symp- 
tions  on  the  causes  and  morbid  anatomy  tom,  or  efl»ct,  of  a  constitutional  taint 
before  those  relating  to  the  symptoms,  or  cachexy ;  and,  third,  with  resard  to 
which  we  agree  with  the  Edin.  Med.  and  treatment  (chapt  ii.  sect  5),  tnat  he 
Sui^.  Journal,  Jan.  1837f  was  objection-  repudiates  wholly  the  use  of  moxa, 
able  in  two  points  of  view;  first,  because  issues,  setons,  and  counter-irritation 
he  was  bound  to  inform  us  what  the  ^oierally,  in  strumous  subjects  of  hip- 
disease  was,  noeologically  speaking,  joint  disease.  In  each  of  those  points 
whose  causes  and  anatomy  he  was  we  are  disposed  to  assent  more  or  less 
about  to  examine,  and  this  could  be  fully  to  Mr.  Coulson's  vie¥ra. 
done  properly  no  otherwise  than  by  an  On  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
enumeration  of  the  symptoms,  t.  e.,  in  the  author  has  on  this  occasion  fully 
effect,  by  an  adequate  definUio  morbi  j  sustained  his  reputation  as  a  writer, 
and,  in  me  second  place,  because,  in  a  observer,  and  practitioner;  and  we  have 
practical  work,  which  Mr.  Coulson's  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  its 
evidentiy  is,  the  symptoms  should  by  present  form  his  work  is,  for  practical 
all  means  take  the  lead,  on  account  of  purposes,  one  of  the  very  best  on  the 
their  superior  importance  to  the  practi-  subject  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
tioner:  this  defect  of  arranj^ement  he  We  especiaUyrecommend  to  Uie  reader's 
has  corrected.  Again,  instead  of  notice  his  chapter  on  puerperal  afiec- 
crowding  toother  in  one  chapter,  as  in  tions,  in  every  section  of  which  he  will 
the  first  edition,  the  vaiious  diseases  meet  with  matter  of  interest  and  in- 
with  which  Hip-joint  Disease  may  be  stmction.  We  regret  that  we  have  no 
confounded^  Mr.  Coulson  has  in  this  space  for  extracts  ftom  this  valuable 
edition  judiciously  devoted  to  each  of  cnapter. 

them  a  distinct  chapter.     A  chapter    

devoted  to  the  normal  anatomy  of  the    

KSr!?^' «Sc«%.  S^  Ke  p^  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

sent;  and,  on  the  otiier  hand,  chap-  F)riday,  Janmary  15, 1841. 
ters    2,  3,   and  4,  on  nervous  afiec-  ^.. 
tions  of  the  hip-joint,   on  malignant  MLIcetoiniifliiu,ttoetetiam  iDih1»di|rniUteoi 
aflections,  and  on  congenital  affections  ArUt  MeMom  tnerl ;  potestn  modo  Teniendi  in 
of  the  same,  have  fen,  we    think,  pnbUoim  dt,  diocndi  pcrioaum  non  wcmo." 
nearly  wholly  re-written,  and,  at  any  ^^^_^              Cicb»o. 
rate,  greatly  enlarged  and  much  en- 
riched with  valuable   matter  ;    while  ILL-TREATMENT  OF  A  WOMAN 
chapter  5,   on   Puerperal    Affections  in  THE  ETON  UNION. 

of  the  Joints,  is  an  entirely  new  and    «r .      ., .  *  av  •        .«♦  „ «  « 

very  important  addition  to  tiie  work.  W"^^  ^^gs  ^^  a*  ^^""^  ^<>«^  ^y^  * 

The  author,  we  perceive,  has  with-  popular  adage,  they  must  mend;  and 

drawn  two  plates  nom  his  work,  and  never  could   the  proverb  have  been 

substituted  excellent  woodcuts:  by  this  j^^^  applicable  than  to  the  present 

ft?^w"Sl,?U„^tl^?r  administration  of  the  Uwsfortherelief 
has  been  diminished.  Altogether  the  of  the  poor  m  England.  The  test  of 
second  edition  of  this  work  is,  as  it  destitution,"  so  often  lauded  and  en- 
ought  to  be,  a  decided  improvement  on  joined  at  head-qiiarters,  turns  out  to  be 
the  first,  and  is,  in  truth,  an  excellent  ^^  ^  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 
manual  of  practice,  sofiuras  the  mp-  -^  .  ,  ,.  -  ,  v..  *  ;i  », 
joint  affections  are  concerned.  cold   seventies    dehcately   hmted   at 

The  doctrinal  features  in  the  present  Somerset  House,  when  translated  into 
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valgar  practioe,  shock  the  most  apa-  eiveuauitaiiees,  however,  of  tiw 
thetic  looker-on,  and  force  CTcn  the  which  has  given  a  title  to  our  present 
economists  to  confess  that  some  error  has  article  are  so  veiy  remarkable,  that  we 
heen  committed.    Indefensible  miscon-  think  it  our  di^  to  point  them  out  to 
duct  on  the  part  of  some  imderstrapper  those  of  oar  readers  whom  they  may 
of  the  new  system  makes  them  tremble  hare  escaped  in  tiie  immense  colconns 
for  its  success ;   and,  like  Talleyrand,  of  the  daily  newspapers, 
they  allow  that  it  was  not  only  a  crime       Elizabeth  Wise  is  an  inmate  of  the 
but  a  &ult.    Such  instances  have  of  Eton  Union  Workhouse,  together  with 
late  been  so  common,  that  they  cannot  her  child,  who  is  not  yet  three  years 
be  attributed  to  chance  by  the  most  old.    As  the  child  had  chilblains,  and 
superficial;  and  it  is  obvious  to  eveiy  was  otherwise  iU,  the  mother  had  leave 
man  of  penetration,  that  the  wrongs  to  sleep  with  her  until  abe  shooid  get 
inflicted  on  the  suffering  poor  of  Hendon ,  better.    The  permission  was  afterwBids 
Hoo,  or  Eton,   are  not   the   natural  withdrawn ;  but  Wise  was  still  allowed 
growth  of  these  several  places,  but  rank  to  attend  to  the  child's  chilblains.  Sap- 
weeds  transplanted  from  London ;  that  posing  the  permission  to  be  in  fcRice, 
although  the  creatures  who  are  made  she  went  up  to  the  nursery,  on  Sunday 
masters  of  workhouses  do  not  under- .  morning,  the  27th  of  December  last, 
stand  the  decencies  of  oppression,  and  and  was  unfastening  the  bandages  on 
cannot  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  with  her  child's  feet,  when  Joseph  Howe, 
any  degree  of  politeness,  they  perfectly  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  came  up 
comprehend  the  spirit  of  their  masters'  and  desired   her  to  quit   the   place. 
instructions.    Like  soldiers  to  whom  a  According  to  the  mastei's  account  she 
conquering  general  allows  free  quarters,  was  disobedient;    did  not  leave  lier 
their  misdeeds  are  attributable  to  him,  little  patient  with  due  Bastille  readi- 
ihougfa  they  often  tnmsgfess  the  letter  ness,  and  seems  to  have  reproached 
of  his  permission,  and  occasionally  go  several  women  with  the  &ct  of  her 
beyond  what  he  really  intends.  Hence,  child  having  been  bom  in  wedlock, 
although  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  and  theirs   not      In  short,  she  was 
possessed  of  a  spark  of  manly  feeling  *'  refractory."    The  master  accordingly 
entirely  to  subdue  his  disgust  at  the  carried  her  off  **  like  a  bird,"  in  the 
petty  instruments  of  tyranny,  his  anger  language  of  one  of  the  witnesses ;  she 
should  chiefly  be  directed  against  the  being  a  weak  diminutive  woman,  and 
more  powerful  opfvessors  who  first  set  he  a  giant  of  six  feet  six.    In  forcing 
them  in  motion :  when  we  read  of  the  her  down  stairs,  Wise  says  she  was 
ravaging  of  the  Palatinate,  under  Louis  very  much  bruised,  both  on  her  arms 
XIV.,  it  is  not  on  the  miserable  serfs  and  legs«    One  of  her  fingers,  too,  was 
in  uniform  who  fired  the  villages,  but  hurt  against  the  railings,  and  bled  pro- 
on  the  minister  and  general  who  com-  fusely.      Bo  far,  indeed,  the  histoiy 
manded  the  deed,  that  History  lavishes  does  not  prepossess  us  m  favour  of  the 
her  indignation.  Eton  Union ;  we  see  no  exemplification 
Were  we  to  give  way  to  our  natural  of  that  perfect  system  whichj  while  it 
feelings  at  the  working  of  the  New  astounded  the  impostor,  was  to  afiord 
Poor  Law,  and  become  registrars  of  more  thorough  ^relief  to  genuine  indi- 
the  iniquities  committed  under  its  sane-  gence.    The  separation  of  a  mother, 
tion,  the  heading  "  ill  treatment  of  a  too,  from  so  young  and  ailing  a  child, 

pauper  in  the Union"  might  be  forms  a  strange  contnist  with  the  laada* 

kept  standing  at  our  printers'.    The  tionsof the  newdisciplinesent forth fWwi 
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time  to  time  i  and  makes  uft  doubt  wlie*-  of  a  teirt^iory  ward  wkheut  five  or 

tfaer  even  the  most  grave-faced  pudSers  bedding,  she  tbiaka  it  weU  to  be  can- 

can  pretend  to  be  in  earoeat    Yet,  had  tioii9,  for  even  eioekery  ia  a  deadly 

matters  gone  no  farther  than  this,  it  weapon  in  the  bands  of  despair.    ^A 

would  have  been  too  painfully  familiar  woman  with  a  yowig  chiid  every  mo* 

to  rouse  attention  ^  one  does  not  nund  ment  requiring  her  care^  and  exciting 

aquibs,   said  Colman,  when  one  baa  her  sympatlues,  is  most  unlikely  to 

been  sitting  all  night  on  a  barrel  of  eommit  violence  on  herself;  but  the 

gunpowder ;    and  we  should  scarcely  difficulty  may  be  got  over  in  a  Union 

have  selected  the  case  for  comment,  Workhouse.      Separate    mother    and 

bad  it  been  merely  on  a  level  with  child — wear  her  down  by  every  variety 

New  Poor  Law  harshness.  of  moral  andphysical  hardship — and  ask 

Elizabeth  Wise  was  now  imprisoned  the  new  friends  of  thepoor  for  the  result, 

in  the  Black-hole,  or  Refractory  Ward,  Half  an  hour  after  Wise  had  been  re- 

for  twenty-four  hours,  on  bread-and-  leased  from  her  den,  she  was  ordered 

water   diet.      Her  allowance  of   the  by  the  master  to  clean  it ;   and  being 

former  was  five  ounces    for   dinner,  still  too  froaen  to  do  so,  she  was  again 

according  to  her  statement,  or  eight,  locked  up  in  it  for  seven  hours, 

according  to  the  master's.     This  re-  When  the  case   came   before   the 

fractory  ward  has  no  fire-place ;  there  Board  of  Guardians,  they  resolved  that 

is  a  little  window  in  it  without  glassy  the  pauper  had  been  guilty  of  improper 

and  the  shutter  does  not  shut  close,  so  conduct ;   but  that  Mr.  Howe  *'  had 

that  the  cold  air  could  not  be  excluded,  acted  somewhat  hastily  in  the  matter. 

There  were  neither  blankets,  sheets,  and  that  he  should  have  provided  the 

nor  bedding  of  any  sort  in  the  room,  refractory   room   with  bedding    and 

and  the  night  was  that  of  the  27th  ult.  proper  convenience    during  the  time 

during  the  hard  frost.   No  wonder  that  that  Wise  was  confined  there." 

when  the  prisoner  came  out  the  next  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Godolphin  Os* 

morning, tousethewordsofherevidence,  borne,  an  esc  qffido  Guardian,  waa  not 

"  I  was  so  cold,  that  I  had  no  feeling  content  with  this  lukewarm  resolution, 

in  any  part  of  my  body.    I  had  no  (tobishonour  be  it  spokoi),  but  brought 

animation."     But  the  most  singular  the  case  before  the  Magistrates  sitting 

point  of  this  strange  history  is  yet  to  in  petty  session  at  Eton,  on  Saturday, 

come.    Wise  was  refrused  a  chambe^•  January  2d. 

pot.  Not,  as  you  might  suppose,  The  case  against  the  maater  of  the 
reader,  just  to  worry  and  degrade  the  Workhouse  was  stated  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
prisoner,  by  reducing  her  to  the  level  Williams,  a  barrister,  who  quoted  the 
of  a  boiBt,  but  for  a  reason  equally  resolution  we  have  given  above,  from 
humiliating  to  the  order  of  the  Eton  the  Guardian's  Minute-Book.  Curiously 
Union.  It  was  apprehended,  it  seems,  enough,  as  if  it  had  been  destined  that 
that  she  would  mutilate  herself  with  this  case  should  afford  the  utmoat  posr 
the  utensil.  Was  the  woman  a  lunatic,  aible  insight  into  Poor  Law  ways,  Mr^ 
then  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it  Mutilation  or  Bamtt,  the  clerk  to  tlie  Board,  showed 
suicide  was  expected  simply  as  the  great  unwillingness  to  be  sworn,  and 
natural  result  of  workhouse  discipline,  said,  "  I  shall  object  to  prove  any  c<^y 
Even  when  the  new  system  is  in  its  of  any  resolution  furnished  to  a  gentle- 
best  humour,  it  is  not  very  amiable ;  man  who  is  a  Guardian." 
but,  "  when  goodness  wears  the  sterner  Howe's  defence  was  very  lame,  and 
fiu»  of  love,"  and  appears  in  the  guise  his  witnesses  did  him  no  service.    It  is 
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hf  no  nHMB  dear  that  Wise  spoke  to  "  He  was  convinced  that  the  bringing^ 

him  in  the  most  courtly  tone,  but  it  is  forward  of  this  case  would  be  prodac> 

obvious  that  her  punishment  was  out  tire  of  immense  good  thioughoat  tiie 

of  all  proportion  to  her  offisnce ;  and  it  country .**• 

is  equally  certain  that  the  tone  in  which       Since  the  above  investigation  the 

she  addressedhim wascalledforthby  the  master  of  the  workhouse  has  been  dis- 

absurd  and  wicked  measure  of  sepa-  missed  by  the   Poor   Law  Comiiiiim 

rating  her  from  the  child— though  the  sioners ; 

criminality  of    this  belongs  perhaps  Sed  qnii  coitodiet  ipsM 

rather  to  the  Commissioners  than  to  the         Ciutodes  7 

master  of  the  workhouse.  "VHio  will  dismiss  them  ? 

One  of  Howe's  idtnesses,  Mr.  Ham-  , 


mond,  the  surgeon  of  the  Union,  broke       ^  MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY. 

dovm  altogether.    "  She  was  a  turbu-  

lent  patient,"  he  said.     "  She  and  her  Stetifm  of  one  of  the  Hamtrmg  Tendtmm. 

husband  seemed  to  know  better  than  I  ^  ^    ^^  2I,  had  Buffered  from  chnmic 

did,  and  found  fault  with  the  pills  and  mflammation  around  the  knee-joint  for  d^t 

salts  I  ordered.     I  speak  only  of  her  as  ^    nmc    years,   ending    m   suppuration, 

a  patient,  and  notofdisorderly^nduct  jJrj^'^^r^lS^^^^S-J^ 

in  the  house,     when  I  ordered  pills  found  most  comfortoble  to  the  patient,  and 

they  wanted  salts,  and  when  I  ordered  "he  had  been  permitted  to  keep  the  leg  in 

saltfi  thev  wanted  uills  "     Alas  t  so  do  *****  position  until  it  became  permanently 

salts  tney  wantea  puis.      Aias .  so  ao  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^^ 

countesses,  and  eke  wives  of  citizens  By  absolute  rest  and  counter-irritetion  the 

and  notable  pin>makers !  inilammatory  action  was  •ultimately  subdued. 

The  end  of  the  proceedings  was,  that  "»*  all  sinuses  he^,  «nd^  thickening 

^i-    J  *     J     ^  1!     J  1.  J    ^  greatly  lessened.     When  perfect  quiet  was 

the  defendant  was  fined  ten  pounds  for  restored,    Mr.    Phillips    Moertaxned    that 

an  assault,  with  fifteen  shillings  and  motion  was  retained  at  the  joint;  flexion 

sixpence  costs,  or  in  default  of  payment  ^^  ^  carried  until  the  heel  nearly  came 

^    f  'A-L  ji  i.    ^u    TT  i  o  ™  contact  with  the  buttock.   A  modification 

to  be  committed  to  the  House  of  Cor-  ^^  Amesbury's   extending   apparatus   was 

rection  for  three  months.  placed  in  the  ham,  for  the  purpose  of  endea- 

Few  decent  persons  will  be  found  to  ▼<wring   to   make   extension.     For  tiirce 

,  .     .X.  .  1.        ▲    •  ii*  i.  J  months  these  attempts  were  persevered  m, 

lament    the  punishment  inflicted  on  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^J^^^  ^^^ 

Joseph    Howe,    but    many    will    ask  she  was  discharged,  and  in  a  few  months  she 

whether  before  the  tribunal  of  Astrea  ^"^  married.     She  again  applied  to  Mr. 

the  instigators  of  Buch  deeds  are  not  Sr^^lorTfhT'^r.^^olSlS.t 

far  more  culpable  than  the  petty  under-  and  she  was  again  admitted  under  his  car«. 

strappers,  whose  coarse  interpretation  After  a  careftd  examination  he  determined  to 

of  their  teskmasters*  behests  is  some-  T^J^  ^T^,  "'  *^  »mi-t««UDO«i. 

tendon,   which    alone    seemed  to    offer   a 

times  censured,  as  if  it  were  possible  to  decided  resistance  to  extension.  The  section 

reconcile  the  laws  of  humanity  and  the  was  made,  and  on  the  third  day  the  same 

laws  of  Somerset-House.    But  masters  «to>ding  apparatus  wW A  had  been  for- 

.        , ,  ,         1,     ..,..,    .  merly  used   was  appued.     Extension  was 

of  workhouses  must  recollect  that  their  made  very  gradually ;   sometimes  a  single 

unpolished  violence  cannot  always  be  revolution,  sometimes  two,  sometimes  morr, 

commended  by   aristocratic  Malthu-  ^"  ^^i  ^^y*  "^  }^  ^^  ?*?  **'  ^ 

•n*  '1  X  '.1-    1  weeks  the  leg  was  nearly  as  straight  as  the 

sians.  Privileges,  too,  vary  with  places  j  otiier :  motion  was  perfect,  but  tiie  muscles 

-_^.  ,^        ..,,         ^,.         .  bad  not  so  adapted  themselves  to  their  new 

^t  m  the  captain's  hut  a  cholenc  word,  situation  as  to  inable  her  to  stand  firmly  on 

Which  m  the  soldier  is  flat  blasphemy.  ^^  ^^  ^uj  gj^^  ^^j  ^^  ^  ^y^y^  ^^^ 

Mr.  Williams  was  right  when  he  said,  •  Times,  January  4, 1S41. 
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of  the  body  on  it  witiioat  inoonvenieiice.  maintain  the  head  of  the  h<m»  in  its  praper 

She  was  now  discharged,  at  her  own  leqnest,  position ;  that  before  the  capsule  was  oon- 

and  has  since  presented  herself;  the  muscles  solidated,  the  deltoid  being  powerless,  the 

are  ri^iidly  recorenng  Uie  tone  necessary  to  weight  of  the  arm  was  sufficient  to  bring 

enable  her  to  use  it  as  well  as  the  other.  the  head  of  the  bone  to  the  positioB  it  oocn- 

pies  at  present.     He  strongly  uiged  the  ne- 

Ckronie  Eczema,  cessity  of  maintaining  the  head  of  the  bone 

In  the  female  wards  Mr.  Phillips  has  in  its  proper  cavity  irntH  the  mptnred  cap- 
lately  had  under  his  care  three  patients  sale  is  healed,  and  that  this  is  not  effected  at 
suffering  from  severe  attacks  of  chronic  the  shoulder  jcH&t  in  less  than  thirty  days, 
ecsema:  the  patients  were  of  the  age  re-  He  attributes  the  occasionally  frequent 
spectively  of  38,  52,  and  61;  the  former  remu  Pence  of  dislocation  at  some  joints 
two  presented,  at  one  time,  on  the  hand  and  eitlier  to  this  dreumstanoe,  or  tomalfonna- 
amif  the  impetiginoid  Ibrm  of  the  disease,  tion. 

There  being  no  counter-indieation,  in  as  far  In  this  case  the  course  adopted  was  to 
as  the  digestive  drgans  were  conoemedi  keep  the  head  of  the  bone  well  supported 
they  were  all  treated  by  tepid  bathing  every  against  the  acromion,  and  to  endeavour  to 
other  night,  and  a  mixture,  containing  mag.  restore  the  deltoid.  To  accomplish  the  lat- 
aolph.,  5). ;  addi  sulph.  dilut.  Il|x«,  three  ter  indication,  electricity  was  first  em- 
times  a  day.  This  plan  was  persevered  in  ployed,  in  the  form  of  sparks ;  that  fkQing,  a 
Ib^  a  month,  with  a  certain  though  small  more  continuous  current  of  electro*galvanism 
amount  of  benefit.  At  this  time  five  minims  was  directed  in  the  course  of  the  circumflex 
of  tinct.  lyttac  was  added  to  each  dose  of  the  nerve.  It  did  not  succeed,  and  the  red  hot 
medicine  in  each  case.  Tlie  relief  afforded  iron  was  used  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce 
to  the  younger  patient  was  rapid  and  decided,  very  energetic  local  excitement.  A  pointed 
80  much  so,  that  in  six  weeks  she  was  dis-  iron  was  heated  to  whiteness,  and  the  whole 
charged  cured.  In  the  other  cases  no  very  of  the  integument  covering  the  deltoid  in 
decided  amount  of  good  was  experienced,  turn  came  under  its  action.  It  was  rapidly 
although  the  tinct.  lyttae  was  carried  to  15  passed  from  point  to  pmnt,  being  allowed  to 
minims  three  times  daily.  Under  these  remain  in  contact  only  long  enough  to  pro- 
circumstances  they  took  &e  liq.  arsenicalis  duoe  a  red  spot,  without  disorganising  the 
In  doses  of  five  minims  three  times  daily.  Its  integument.  It  is  a  mode  which  Mr. 
effects,  after  ten  days,  were  very  striking  ;  Phillips  occasionally  emplojrs  with  great 
and  by  the  end  of  the  fifth  week,  all  that  advantage.  It  was  used  a  second  time  in 
remained  of  the  disease  was  a  certain  extent  this  case  without  any  manifest  advantage  i 
of  (edema  of  the  lower  limbs;  which  had  recourse  was  then  had  to  strychnia.  The  in- 
more  severdy  suffered  firom  the  disease,  and  tegument  was  raised  by  a  blister,  and  re- 
srhich  was  soon  dissipated  by  bandaging.  moved,  and  the  surface  was  sprinkled  with  a 

mixture  of  |  of  a  grain  of  strychnia,  with  a 

Incomplete  Dislocation  ^f  the  Humerus,  grain  of  powdered  sugar.    This  powder  was 

A  lad  aged  sixteen  was  thrown  from  a  used  three  'times,  but  the  paralysis  of  the 

horse,  and  dislocated  the  left  humerus ;  it  was  deltoid  remained.     He  becsone  tired  of  the 

reduced  in  a  few  hours,  at  an  hospital  where  treatment,  and  after  six  weeks  he  left  the 

he  remained  five  weeks,  and  was  then  dis-  Infirmary  in  much  the  same  condition  as 

charged,     A  few  weeks  ago  he  presented  when  he  entered  it. 

himself  at  the  Infirmary,  and  was  admitted  a    • — ■ 

patient.     Upon  examination,  it  was  found  ^                     Qfj  •pu^  ^jg^  OF 

that  the  shoulder  presented  a  greater  flatten-  '  ^„  ,^,^  „, .  «„,«             .«•«-«.  a  fw*».*-„^-„w* 

ing  than  U  usually  Been  even  when  the  head  of  BOILING  WATER  in  thuTREATMENT 

the  bone  is  unreduced ;  that,   between  the  OF  CALLOUS  FISTULA. 

extremity  of  the  amjmion,  wlndi  was  sha^,  g^  p^    Ruppius.  of  Frieburo. 
'defined,  and  superfiaal,  and  the  head  of  the 

humerus,  there    was   a  distance  of  nearly  ^-— 

two  fingers'  breadth.    The  deltoid  was  pani«  Tnt  author  was  induced  to  adopt  this  me- 

lysed,  the  other  muscles  were  natural.     He  thod  of  treatment  from  what  he  had  seen  it 

could  swing  the  arm   backwards  and  for-  effect  in  the  hands  of  Rust  of  Vienna,  and 

wards  with  some  force,  but  he  had    not  from  the  observation  that  the  granulations 

power  to  raise  the  arm.    Mr.  Phillips  con-  which  grow  from  scalded  parts  of  the  skin 

ceived  this  to  be  a  clear  case  of  incomplete  are  peculiariy  florid,  and  prone  to  unite 

luxation ;  the  head  of  the  bone  rested  on  the  firmly ;  a  consideration  which,  we  may  add, 

inferior  margin  of  the  glenoid  cavity.     The  long  ago  induced  French  surgeons  to  adopt 

question  whkh  excited  curiosity  was,  how  it  the  actual  cautery  for  the  same  means,  and 

bad  been  produced.     Mr.  Phillips's  opinion  is  the  foundation  of  the  very  skilful  operations 

was  that  reduction  had  been  completed,  but  of  M.  Lallemand  fbr  vaginal  fistuls.     Two 

that  sufficient  pains  had  not  been  taken  to  cases  are  related,  one  of  recto- vaginal  fistula 
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fimn  abioen  alt«r  a  tevere  labour ;   the  ing  ISlbs.  and  14Uii.  tfoirdiipott ;  and 

other,  of  an  Sncompkte  fiatiiU  in  ano,  ez-  71h8.  to  81bf.  ia  by  no  meana  an  nnooamian 

tending  four  inchea  up  the  nde  of  the  rectum,  weight  for  a  angle  fruit. — llice  Bmrmetfa 

The  treatment  oonsiats  in  introducing  the  C/a^W  PUmti,    Jan.  1841. 

pipe  of  a  syringe  filled  with  boiling  water  [An  entertaining  oompilatioD,  fflnatraled 

down  to  the  fiirl^ier  end  of  the  fiatnUi  (which  witii  handsome  platet.] 

if  necessary,  must  be  dosed  there  with  a  fin-    — 

geroftheotherband,)and  slowly  injecting  a  ROYAL    COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS. 

part  of  the  contents.     At  the  first  operation    _  ___,  ^.  «.»— -  -*--„  . ,  _._  ^-^. 

*^  ,                   i.«^i           M.        Luu/^       J*  LIST  OF  OBMTLnrSN  ABICIITBD  MSlCBBBS. 

only  so  much  of  the  water  should  be  forced  m  F^dav  Jtm  8   1JB41 

aa  is  sufficient  to  stimukte  the  end  of  the  fia-  g^^^  CharSEIwall.Wame.  budtei  r^. 

tula,  so  that  it  may  commence  healing  at    rin.  ~  Humphrey  Hudsoa.  —  William  OkdL 

iU  deepeat  pait,  and,  after  the  repeated  in-  WUUam  Alwuinder  Runell.— Thomas  Bennett. 

jections,    m^    make  gradual   progress  in  -^edcrick  MeHand.-Norman  Cherers. 

healing  towards  *ha  wrfaoe.    In  both  the  APOTHECARIES'  HALL, 

cases  that  are  related  thia  procedure  waa  . 

strikingly  suooessluL— JWc^e  nmd  Oppm^  *•»"  ®'  gkntlbmkn  who  hat*  mscsnm 

— — — — ^— -^— — —     Knaresbofoagh.  Torkahire.  —  H.  Stott, 

THE  PINE-APPLE.  gSg;  ^^^^^'^^"^  ^'  ««»»««*.  B«ugtom 

Whbn  the  British  troopa  invaded  Burma,  Wedneidajf,  December  23, 1840. 

they  found    the    woods   around   Rangoon  ^J?^B>»?*«>^  B^>  Cheahimt,  Hetta.— 

abounding  inwildpine.appka,  and  a Tariaty  Sdi^igSi^IiiS!' h!t^ 

from  the  back  of  the  Black  Pagoda  waa  In  j.  lUiodes,  R>iitefract,  Torkshire.-J.  T.  Qm- 

gnat  request   for   its  ezcdlenoe;    in    the  kett,  Uagport,  aomerset -H  P.  Crdlin»  Mar- 

Maky  Archipelago  it  acquires  2  e^  S&JSSS^^ 

size,  and  sportsinto  a  variety  called /At  <ioti&le  H.  Flggiiis,Ttekham  Rye,  Surrey 

pine-igifple,  each  pip  of  its  firuit  growing  into  — ^ —             ■ 

a  branch  bearing  a  new  pino-apple.     It  waa,  a  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

however ,  first  introduced  into  Europe  firam  mtvmfwrxr  lo 

South  America,  and  as  it  is  recorded,  by  M.  "'^^  KuroL.lS, 

LeConr,  of  Leyden,  about  the  middle  of  the  Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  firom  all 

seventeenth  century :  from  Holland  it  vras  Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  eodii^^ 

brought  to  thia  country  in  1690,  by  the  Earl  Saturday,  the  2d  January,1841. 

of   Portland,    accor^Kng  to    the  Sloanem    ftnaUPox  108 

MS&  in  the  British  Moaenm.    Then  ia  a    JJ^JJlS^' g 

painting,  formerly  in  the  collection  of  Horace  HoopingCoiigh!!!!!!!!!'.'.'.!!!!!!!'.'.'.'.!!!'!    S 

Walpole,  in  which  Charleall.  is  represented    Croup .'*.*.*    lo 

as  being  presented  with  the  >Sfa/ pine-iq)pk,    JJ^ft^' * 

by  Rose,  hia  gardener;  bnt  there  are  soma  pJilnitery  ....'....!.'!.*.*.!.*.'!.*!!*!.'.!1.'."I!     • 

doubts  vriietfaer  that  fruit  waa    grown  in    Cooleisu *.'.....'..*..*.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.!*!'.!I1     o 

England,  or  obtained  from  Holland.  It  may,    IffJl^** * 

however,  be  frirly  concluded  that  pina-applea  ErysipSlas'i!.'.*!!!..!.*!!!!!!.'. !!!!!.'!!!!!!!    * 

were  exceedingly  rare  in  this  country,  even  Sjrphi!^  .«!!l!!!!!!!!!!.'!!!!!i!!!!!!!!!!!!     o 

at  the  tables  of  the  nobility,  in  the  beginning    Inrdrophobia.. o 

»fth.l«t«ntary,  for  in  1716  Udy  M«y  BSSSlSSSfSSt'Sj'&JSfoSS-.r  * 

Wortley  Montagu  remarks  that  pme-apples       Respiration 487 

vrere  on  the  ele^oral  table  at  Hanorer  when  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ..['.    m 

ahe  was  there  that  year,  on  her  journey  to  ^oSS^cJf  W^<2S*^'  "^*''  "***  ^^^  8i 

Constantinople ;  and  she  states  that  she  had  pueMM  of  tb^KMney^ ftc! ' . ! !i ! ! !! !I ! ! !I    lo 

never  previously  seen  that  species  of  fruit.    Childbed .mi!!!!!'.!!!    u 

(^^^^t^iLZ.^.r'A.^^.  Di2£i^iK£^ii:!!:!::!::!:!!!:::!!!  ? 


that  period  tiie  cukivatfon  of  the  pina-appie  iilSSiilnn!^.;:!: !!!!!!! !!!!!! !!!!!!    1 

haa  been  prosecnted  with  perseverance  in  Dtseasesof  Joints,  Sec.  !!!!!! !!!!!!! !II!1!!     s 

Britain,  but  frequently  the  results  ha^e  been  V^L 0 

very  disproportionate  to  the  expense  incurred.  SSiiif  Skiiiii;::::!::!!!!!:: o 

Within  the  last  twenty  years,  however,  aue-  Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  iss 

cess  haa  been  more  general ;  and  in  many  Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay iss 

instanoea  a  aurpriaing  degree  of  perfection  has  "^^^  ^  Violence,  Privalkm,  or  Intempe. 

been  attained,  mudi  grwter  indeed  in  Eng-  Causesnotspedfled  !!!!!!!!!!!.!!!!!!!!!!!     7 
land  than  in  any  otibar  country  having  to  »— 

contend  with  an  eztra-tropioal  dimate  ;  for  D<>ths  from  an  Causes »77 

Instanoea  are  on  record  of  pine-applei  weigh-  wnMt^m  ^  Oftiry^y  ^7^  ^^kiantr  Otrast,  l<tarinn 
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LECTURES  had  intercourse  with  those  troops ;  that  when 

ON  THB  oi^oe  introduced  it  spreads  rapidly  wherever 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE    OF  °^  "^  crowded  together  within  a  small 

«  »***  xy**  ***-.^  prrvcTr'  compass,  pay  insuffiaent  attention  to  clean- 

PHYSIC,  liuess,  and  use  the  same  towels  and  utensils ; 

DeUvered  at  King's  CoUegi,  London,  ^*'  »'  *^  ^^^^  propagated  again  and  again 

by  the  direct  application  of  the  morbid  secre- 

By  Dr.  Watson.  tion ;  and  that  its  progress  is  checked  by 

measures  that  provide  against  such  accidental 

Lbcti/b,b  XVIII.  application,  and  by  separating  the  diseased 

When  we  last  met,  I  spoke  of  catarrhal  the  pecuUar  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  in 

opthalmia,  t.  e.  a  mild  and  common  form  Egypt  and  other  hot  countries,  where  it  is 

of  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  resulting  prevalent,  are  enough  to  account  for  it ;  and 

from  atmospheric  influences.     I  described  its  that  when  troops  are  disbanded,  they  do  not 

characteristic  symptoms,  and  explained  the  give  the  disease  to  their  friends  and  families 

treatment  that  has  been  found  most  success-  all  over  the  country,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 

fill  for  its  cure ;  consisting  chiefly  in  local  the  dispersion  of  the  sick  in  this  way  is  the 

stimulating  or  astringent  implications.  most  effectual  mode  of  stopping  the  disease. 

I  b^an.aJso  to  speak  of  the  severer  forms  To  these  arguments  the  proper  answer  is, 

of  inflammation  affecting  the  same  part,  and  in-  that  the  same  difliculties  meet  us  in  respect 

oludedundertheheadofjn»*M/efi/o|7A/Aii/mia.  to  some  other  diseases  which  are  acknow- 

The  symptoms  and  course  and  consequences  ledged  by  all  persons  to  be  strictly  oon- 

of  the  two  varieties  of  this  complaint,  as  it  tagious. 

occurs  in  adults,  are  so  essentially  the  same.  My  own  creed  upon  this  matter  is,  that 

that    one    description    of   its    phsenomena  the  disease  may,  and  often  does  arise,  inde- 

u  enough,    lliere  are  certain  differences,  pendently  of  contagion,  from  the  agency  oC 

however,  that  require  to  be  noticed,  in  re-  ordinary  causes  of  inflammation ;  and  that 

spect  to  its  exciting  causes.     I  laid  before  having  so  originated,  it  acquires  contsgious 

you  the  reasons  which  satisfy  me,  that  what  properties,  which  develop  themselves  only 

is  called  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  is  a  con-  under  circumstances  that  &vour  the  propa- 

tagions  disease;  and  which  make  it  probable  gation  of  most  of  the  contagious  complaints, 

that  the  complaint  is  capable  of  being  pro-  Gonorrhaal  ophthalmia, — I  shall  next  ad- 

pagated  from  person  to  person,  through  the  vert  to  purulent  ophthalmia  as  it  is  obaerv«d 

medium  of  the  air,  without  the  necessity  for  to  occur,  in  the  adult,  in  connexioa  with 

any  substantial  application  of  the  morbid  gonorrhma.    If  we  look  to  themere  phseno- 

secretion  from  a  ^seased  to  a  sound  eye.  mena  presented  by  the  inflamed  eye,  we  find 

These  reasons,  briefly  stated,  are  as  follows :  nothing  to  distinguish  the  gonorrhoeal  flrom 

that  the  disease  was  unknown  in  Europe  till  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia.  Taking  theavterage 

after  the  war  in  Egypt ;  that,  arising  among  of  a  large  number  of  cases,  the  gonorrhoeal 

our  own  and  the  French  troops  in  that  conn-  is  the  severer  form  of  the  two,  and  runs  the 

try,  it  was  conveyed  by  them  to  various  more  nqpid  course.     It  is  said,  also,  that  tht 

places^  and  ext«ided  itself  to  toMten who  inflammation. usmUy oommenceson  tti« tt4i 

686.— xxYii,  .as 
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in  the  Egyptian  variety,  while  it  attacks  the  urethra  of  another  perwm ;  that  tfie  Hndi. 
whole  conjanctivaat  onoe  in  the  gonorrhoea!,  brastic  aphorism  is  true,  "  no  man  of  him* 
But  comparing  individual  instancesi  these  self  doth  catch."  Dr.  Vetch  seems  to  hare 
mere  differences,  and  slight  differences  too,  fallen  into  this  opinion  throngh  flie  very 
in  degree  and  situation,  will  not  help  our  common  mistake  of  drawing  positive  con- 
diagnosis,  elusions  from  negative  experiments.   He  had 

But  other  circumstances  may  guide  us.  known  a  hospital  assistant  who,  "witibmore 

If  a  patient  presents   himself  witii  severe  faith  than  prudence,"  conveyed  the  matter 

purulent  ophthalmia,  who  has  not  been  ex-  of  gonorrhoea  to  his  eyes,  with  impunity.  He 

posed  to  any  of  the  known  Atmospheric  causes  states  also  the  converse  experiment :   a  sol- 

of  that  dis^ise,  and  at  a  time  when  purulent  dier  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  Egyptian 

ophthalmia  is  not  prevailing  as  an  epidemic,  ophthalmia,  attempted  to  divert  the  disease 

and  if  this  patient  have  a  clap,  we  may  con-  from  his  eyes  by  applying  seme  of  the  matter 

elude  that  we  have  to  deal  with  a  case  of  they  were  dischai^g;ing  to  the  orifice  of  his 

^onorr^opa/ ophthalmia;  and  this  conclusion  urethra:  no  effect  followed  this  trial.     But 

will  be  farther  strengthened  if  the  disease  in  another  case  the  matter  taken  from  tiie  eye 

affects  one  eye  only.     For  what,  through  the  of  one  man,  labouring  under  pnmlent  oph- 

lack   of   any  better   nomenclature,    I    am  thalmia,  was  applied  to  the  urethra^of  ano- 

constrained  to   call  Egyptian   ophthalmia,  ther  man;  and  inflammation  commenced  there 

seldom  restricts  itself  to  a  single  eye.     Dr.  in  thirty-six  hours,  and  he  had  a  very  severe 

Vetch  says,  ''there  is  but  one  case  in  a  attack  of  gonorrhoea.   Some  persons,  judging 

thousand  in  which  one  eye  only  becomes  from  such  cases  as  this,  and  firom  the  simi- 

affected."  Walther  observes  that  contagious  larity  of  the  discharge  in  the  two  diaeaaes, 

ophthalmia  almost  always  appeara  in  both  ''have  gone  the  length  of  concluding  (aooord- 

eyes  together,  but  not  in  the  same  degree ;  ing  to  Dr.  Mackenzie)  that  gonorrhoea  has 

and  Eble  (another  German  author)  states  been  originally  an  inoculation  of  the  nrethra 

that  the  contagious  ophthalmia  has  not  con-  by  the  matter   derived   from    tibe  eye    in 

fined  itself  to  one  eye  in  any  instance    These  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia ;  whilst  others  are 

round    assertions    require,   however,   some  of  opinion  that  this  last  disease  is  nothing 

qualification  ;    the   nurses,    whose   cases   I  else  than  the  effect  of  an  inoculation  of  the 

quoted  in  the  last  lecture,  from  Sir  Patrick  conjunctiva  with  matter  from  the  urethra  in 

Macgregor's  paper,  suffered  each  in  one  eye  gonoi  rhoea." 

only.     On  the  other  hand,  gonorrhoeal  oph-        To  satisfy  you  that  a  person  may  "catdi" 

thalmia  mostly,  but  by  no  means  always,  is  the  complaint  from  himself  and  from  oUiers, 

limited  to  one  eye.      In  Mr.  Lawrence's  in-  it  is  right  that  I  should  bring  before  yon  one 

structive  book  On  the  Venereal  Diseases  of  or  two  well-marked  cases. 
the  Eye,  he   mentions  fourteen  cases    of        It  is  a  common  persuasion,  amon^   the 

gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia.     In  iiine  of  these,  lower  classes,  that  to  bathe   the    eyes    in 

one  eye  only  was  inflamed.  human  urine  is  good  for  tiie  sight.     This 

It  is  always  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  piece  of  practice  has  cost  several  persons  their 

make  out  whether  the  disease  has  or  has  not  vision.     A  gentleman  belonging  to  the  claas 

any  connection  with  gonorrhoea ;  even  though  mentioned  to  me  the  other  day  two  cases  of 

we  may  gain  nothing,  in  respect  to  the  treat-  purulent  ophthalidia  so  produced,  which  he 

ment,  by  the  distinction.  had  seen  among  Mr.  Guthrie's  patients  at 

Purulent  ophthalmia  has  been  said  to  be  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital.     In  one,  a  young 

connected  with  gonorrhoea  in  three  several  woman,  not  so  healthy  as  she  ought  to  have 

ways  :    Ist,  by  direct  contact  of  the  gonor-  been,  used  her  own  water;  in  the  other,  an 

rhoeal  discharge  from  the  urethra  with  the  older  woman,  for  what  reason  it  did  not  ap- 

conjunctiva;  2d,  by  metastasis  of  the  inflam-  pear,  preferred  her  husband's  to  her  own. 

mation  from  the  urethra  to  the  eye,  without  Mr.  Lawrence  alludes  to  several  similar  cases. 

any  such  contact  of  matter ;  and  3d,  inde-  He  details  an  instance  also,  in  which  partial 

pendently  of  either  of  these  ways :  t.  e.  pu-  sloughing  of  one  cornea  occurred ;  the  dis* 

nilent  ophthalmia    has  been  supposed   to  ease  having  been  caused  by  the  patient's  wip. 

occur  in  connection  with  clap,  just  as  uloera-  ing  his   eyes  with  a  towel  soiled  with  ^e 

tion  of  the  throat  is  apt  to  occur  in  venereal  gonorrhoeal  discharge  from  his  own  urethra, 

diseases.  But  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  condnsive 

Now  the  two  last  of  these  three  modes  of  examples  of  the  production  of  the  disease  in 
origin  are  more  or  less  questionable ;  the  first  this  way  has  been  furnished  by  Dr.  Mac- 
is  certain.  kenzie.     A  patient  was  brought  to  him  from 

Very  odd  speculative  opinions  are  apt  to  the  country  with  hisleft  eye  violently  inflamed 

possess  themselves  of  the  minds  of  medi-  and  chemosed,  and  discharging  a  large  quan- 

cal  as  well  as  of  other  philosophers.     Some  tity  of  purulent  fluid ;  the  lower  lid  everted, 

who  believe  that  the  disease  is  communicable  and  the  cornea  totally  opaque.  Tlurteen  days 

by  direct  contact  of  gonorrhoeal  matter  to  before,  this  man,  who  had  then  a  pnrfiise 

ths  sye,  yet  hold  that  it  must  come  from  the  gonorrhoea,  but  whose  eyes  were  perfectly 
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well,  while  itooping  down  and  shaking  away  occorred  In  young,  plethorle,  robnrt,  and 

the  discharge  from  his  penis,  had  a  drop  of  truly  athletic  men ;  and  it  has  always  taken 

it  flung  fairly  into  his  left  eye.     Violent  in-  place  in  a  very  short  time,  generally  in  a  few^ 

flammation  immediately  set  in ;  was  confined  hours,  after  the  suppression  of  gonorrhoeal^ 

to  the  eye  that  was  dins  inoculated,  and  pro-  discharge  from   the  urethra."     Mr.  Law- 

duced  the    results    just    mentioned  :     the  reuce  nerer  knew  the  urethral  discharge  stop 

gonorrhoea  going  on  just  as  before.  upon  the  coming  on  of  the  ophthalmia ;  it 

Numerous  autiientic  cases  have  been  re-  has  generally  diminished,  but  in  some  in- 
corded  of  gonorrhoea!  ophthalmia  produced  stances  has  continued  as  copious  as  before. 
by  the  application  to  the  eye  of  gonorrhoea!  He  seems  to  regard  the  occurrence  of.  the 
matter  from  another  individual.  Mr.  War-  ophthalmia  as  analogous  to  those  successive 
drop  met  with  the  following  example.  An  attacks  of  distant  parts  that  are  common  in 
old  lady  went  into  the  dressing  room  of  her  gout  and  rheumatism.  Dr.  Mackenzie  evi- 
son,  who  had  gonorrhoea,  and  washed  her  dently  doubts  the  occurrence  of  metastasis 
face  with  a  towd  which  he  had  recently  been  at  all  in  this  disease,  and  is  inclined  to  refer 
making  use  of.  Purulent  ophthalmia  quickly  all  the  cases  in  which  it  has  been  alleged,  to 
supervened,  anddestroyedtheeyeinafew days,  inoculation,  or  to  an  accidental  concurrence 
Delpech  mentions  the  instance  of  a  young  of  purulent  ophthalmia  and  gonorrhoea  in  the 
and  healthy  woman,  who  bathed  her   eyes  same  person. 

with  goulard  water,  by  means  of  a  sponge        The  niriinniwi  jf  ^rartilent  ophthalmia  as 

which  had  been  used  by  a  young  man  «Im>  «  -part  of  the  gonorrhoeal  disease,  indepen- 

had  a  clap :  violent  inflnmniafiaw  mmi  arose,  dently    of  inoculation  and  of   metastasis, 

and  the  sight  of  one  «ye  was  lost.     Several  seems  to  me  extremely  problematical.    The 

cases  of  jaandent  ophthalmia  have  been  ob-  eye  ia  well  known  to  suffer,  as  well  as  other 

jilii  i(  (1    in    laundresses,   who   had    been  organs,  in  the  secondary  forms  of  syphilitic 

employed  in  washing  linen  foul  with  the  dis-  diseases,  but  the  conjunctiva  is  not  ^e  part 

charge  of  gonorrhoea.  that  is  attacked.  .  I  have  never  seen   nor 

Mr.   Lawrence  seems  to  be  of  opinion  heard  of  any  satisfactory  example  of  puru- 

that  purulent  ophthalmia  is  not  a  very  fre-  lent  ophthalmia  alternating  with  gonorrhoea, 

quent  consequence  of  the  application  of  the  where  the  possibility  of  inoculation  was  ez- 

urethral  discharge  to  the  eye  of  the  same  eluded.    And,  upon  the  whole,  my  own  opi- 

person.     "When  we  consider  (he  says)  how  nion  (you  will  take  it  for  whatever  it  may 

this  matter  ia  diffused  over  the  linen  of  pa-  seem  worth)  is  against  the  existence  of  this 

tients,  both  male  and  female,  how  often  the  alleged  form  of  purulent  ophthalmia.  Whe- 

fingers  must  be  smeared  with  it,  and  how  ther  it  exists  or  not  is  of  very  little  conse- 

^  inattentive  to  deanlinesa  the  lower  classes  quence  in  regard  to  the  main    question ; 

are,  we  cannot  help  concluding  that  thegonor-  namely,  what  is  the  proper  mode  of  treating 

rhoeal  discharge  must  be  qfttn  applied  to  the  the  purulent  ophthalmia  qf  adults/ 
eyes  of  the  same  individual ;  yet  gonorrhoeal        Now  the  two  main  points  to  consider,  so 

ophthalmia    is    comparatively   rare.''     Dr.  far  as  respects   the   treatment,  are — first, 

Mackenzie,  on  the  other  hand,  thinka  that  blood-letting;  and  secondly,  the  application  of 

the  application  of  the  matter  to  the  eye  is  strong  astringents  to  the  inflamed  membrane, 
seldom  made.  '*Theinsftictive  closure  of  the        Blood-letting  has  been  carried  to  a  very 

eyelids  (he  observes)  when  the  finger  ap-  great   extent  in  this  disease,  or  in  these 

proache8theeye,makingitactuaUydifficultfor  diseaseSf  if    you    choose  to    consider   the 

a  person  to  touch  his  own  coi^unctiva,  unless  £g3^tian  purulent  ophthalmia  and  the  go- 

with  one  finger  he  draws  down  the  lower  lid,  norrhoeal  purulent  ophthalmia  as  two  differ- 

and  intentionally  applies  another  finger  to  the  ent  inflammations.     Its  effects  have  not  been 

eye,  will  serve  in  some  measure  to  explain  very  decisive  or  satisfactory;  indeed,  we  could 

the  rarity  of  this  kind  of  inoculation."  hardly  expect  that  they  would.     In  the  first 

It  has  been  noticed  that  women  are  much  place  the  inflammation  is  so  rapidly  destruc- 

less  frequently  the  subjects  of  gonorrhoeal  tive,  that  in  many  of  the  worst  cases,  irrepa- 

ophthalmia  than  men.  rable  mischief  b  done  before  the  patient  ap  • 

Doesgonorrhoeal  ophthalmia  ever  occur  by  plies  for  medical  assistance.     In  forty-eight 

metastasis?  This  question  does  not  admit  of  a''  hours,  or  a  little  more,  Mr.  Lawrence  tells 

positive  aaawer.     Practical  men  are  divided  us,   the  affection  may  have  proceeded  to 

in  opinion  on  the  subject.     In  the  majority  such  an  extent  as  to  be  beyond  our  control, 

of  cases  of  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia,  we  are  Of  course  this  reason  for  the  want  of  suc- 

unable  to  trace  any  application  of  the  ure-  cess  is  equally  applicable  to  every  remedy 

thral  discharge  to  the  eye,  either  from  the  that  has  been,  or  could  be,  proposed.     But 

same  or  another  individual.     Yet  it  does  not  independently  of  thia,  even  when  the  disease 

follow  that  no  audi  application  took  place,  is  seen  and  submitted  to  treatment  in  its  very 

The  German  and  Italian  writers  belirre  in  beginning,  We  should  have  the  less  confl- 

metastasis.     "In  aU   the    instances   (says  denoe  in  the  power  of  general  blood-letting 

Beer)  which  I  have  seen,  this  ophthalmia  has  to  control  it,  for  these  two  reasons :  that  the 
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part  affected  is  a  mueou»  membrane;  and  that  should  be  performed  in  the  way  I  fonnerij 
there  is  eo  Utile  eonstittUional  aympathy  spoke  of  as  being  required  in  seriona  in- 
with  the  local  inflammation.  Free  vene-  flammation :  the  patient  shonld  be  bled 
section  telia  most  upon  inflammation,  when  from  the  arm,  in  the  upright  poation, 
it  is  attended  with  fever  and  a  hard  pplse,  t.  e.  till  fainting  is  about  to  ensue,  or  &e  pulse 
with  increased  action  of  the  heart ;  which  the  begins  to  falter.  You  will  do  more  to- 
.  abstraction  of  blood  tends  to  abate.  It  is  wards  obtaining  safety  for  your  patient's 
also  a  matter  of  experience,  that  general  vision  in  this  way,  and  at  less  expense  of  his 
bleeding  has  more  influence  over  the  inflam-  strength,  than  by  bleeding  him  many  times 
mation  of  serous  and  fibrous  membranes  than  to  a  smaller  amount.  Hie  bleeding  ad  deti- 
over  that  of  the  mucous  tissues.  Accordingly,  ^um  may  require  to  be  once  or  twice  re- 
though  bleeding  has  been  even  lavishly  em-  peated,  and  when  the  patient  begins  to  raBy 
ployed  in  purulent  ophthalmia,  it  has  too  from  his  faintness,  from  twelve  to  twenty- 
often  dissq[>pointed  the  practitioner.  There  is  four  leeches  may  often  be  applied  with  ad- 
one  lesson,  however,  to  be  learned  from  oo-  vantage ;  round  the  eye,  and  not  tqffou  the 
pious  blood-letting  in  this  disease,  even  when  tumid  lids,  where  their  bites  are  apt  to  add 
it  fails  of  its  object.  It  clearly  demonstrates  to  the  existing  irritation,  and  to  f^ter.  You 
what  may  be  hoped  for,  by  having  recourse  had  better  bind  your  patient  from  the  arm, 
to  that  measure  in  internal  inflammations,  and  not  from  the  jugular  vdn,  or  the  tem- 
"  You  see  a  patient  (says  Mr.  Lawrence,  poral  artery,  for  reasons  which,  as  I  ha;ve 
who  has  both  had  and  used  freely,  very  ftn-  fiilly  stated  them,  already,  I  need  not  now 
merous  opportunities  of  putting  this  remedy  repeat.  ~ 

to  the  test),  **  you  see  a  person  with  Ins  eye  But  of  late  years,  more  refianoe  has  been 
bright  red,  and  very  painSpdl ;  he  cannot  fkce  placed  by  many  practitioners,  upon  local 
the  Ught,  and  tears  gush  out,  vrith  great  suf-  stimulants,  for  checking  this  horrible  malady, 
fering,  if  he  attempts  to  do  so.  You  bleed  to  than  upon  general  or  topical  bleeding.  Dr. 
fainting,  and  immediately  the  capillaries  are  Vetch  strongly  recommended  the  insertion 
emptied,  so  that  the  organ  resumes  its  natural  of  undiluted  liquor  plumbi  aeetdtie ;  and  Mr. 
paleness ;  the  pain  is  gone,  the  eye  is  opened  Briggs,  in  his  translation  of  a  work  of  Scarpa 
without  difficulty,  and  the  fall  influx  of  light  on  the  eye,  advised  the  introduction  of  a  very 
can  be  borne  without  an  uneasy  sensation,  minute  quantity  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  be- 
7or  the  time  the  part  has  passed  from  violent  tween  the  eyelids.  But  Mr.  Guthrie  has 
inflammation  to  a  nearly  natural  state.  With  the  merit  of  having  applied,  in  its  full  extent, 
the  restoration  of  the  circulation  the  inflam-  this  principle  of  curing  conjunctival  Inflam- 
mation will  recur  after  this  temporary  sua-  mation,  even  in  its  severest  forms,  by  stimn- 
pension ;  but  its  violence  is  diminished,  and  lant  and  astringent  substances.  I  told  yon, 
it  often  gradually  abates.''  Mr.  Lawrence  when  speaking  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  that 
is  here  speaking  of  acute  inflammation  af-  Mr.  Melin  and  Dr.  Mackenzie  treat  that 
fecting  the  textures  of  the  eye  generally,  and  complaint  by  &  wash,  made  by  dissolving 
not  of  purulent  ophthalmia  in  particular ;  four  grains  of  lunar  caustic  in  an  ounce  of 
but  I  am  desirous  that,  in  passing,  you  should  distilled  water.  I  might  have  added  other 
take  notice  of  this  direct  effect  of  bleeding  to  authorities  in  fiivpur  of  the  same  kind  of 
syncope,  upon  the  capillaries  of  the  eye,  practice.  Now  Mr.  Guthrie  treats  purulent 
because  it  teaches  us  what  the  same  expe-  ophthalmia  on  the  same  principle,  but  with 
dient  may  do  for  the  capillaries  of  any  ouer  a  much  larger  dose  of  the  nitrate  of  aUver. 
internal  part,  which  we  cannot  see,  when  thaC  The  greater  intensity  of  the  disorder  is  met 
part  is  attacked  with  inflammation.  In  pu-  by  increasing  the  strength  of  the  remedy, 
rulent  ophthalmia,  however,  if  you  trusted  to  He  considers  it  to  be  a  local  disease  of  a 
bleeding  alone,  you  would  often  reduce  your  peculiar  character ;  and,  acting  upon  the 
patient  to  a  very  dangerous  state  of  weakness,  aphorism  of  John  Hunter  (an  aphorism, 
and  after  all  fail  of  yourmark.  Dr.  Vetch  bears  however,  whidi  requires  some  qualification) 
strong  testimony  to  the  usefiilness  of  blood-  that  two  diseases  or  actions  cannot  go  <m  in 
letting  when  finely  employed  in  the  early  a  part  at  the  same  time,  he  proposes  to  set 
stages  of  Egyptian  ophtiialmia;  and  certainly  up  in  the  inflamed  conjunctiva  a  new  action, 
it  ought  never  to  be  neglected.  In  the  very  which  shall  supersede  the  original  disease, 
onset  of  the  disease,  it  will  aid  the  local  ex-  and  create  another  that  is  more  ma- 
pedients  which  I  shall  presentiy  mention ;  nageable.  In  this  point  of  view  Mr. 
and  if  the  patient  be  not  seen  till  the  globe  Guthrie's  ratio  medendi  agrees  with  that  of 
of  the  eye  is  invisible  for  the  swelling,  the  Hahnemann,  about  which  there  has  been  so 
propriety  of  general  bleeding  will  be  still  absurd  a  noise  made  of  late.  I  have  nerer 
farther  indicated  by  the  occurrence  of  throb-  had  the  advantage  of  sedng  Mr.  Guthrie's 
bing  and  circumorbital  pain,  returning  in  plan  tried,  but  from  all  tlmt  I  have  heard 
nocturnal  paroxysms ;  for  this  symptom  de-  of  it,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  valuable  dis. 
notes  that  the  inflammation  has  descended  covery.  A  priori,  we  should  expect  that 
deeper  than  the  conjunctiva.    The  bleeding  the  caustic  application  would  add  to  the 
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existing  mischief,    and   destroy  all  chance  prosperous  in  his  hands.     I  have  been  in- 

o/   saving  'the    inflamed   eye".     But    it    is  formed,  by  one  of  yourselves,  that  purulent 

not  so.     Even   Mr.  Lawrence  vrho  was,  I  ophthalmia  has  been  successfully  treated,  on 

have  reason  to  think,  formerly  very  seep-  a  large  scale,  in  Manchester,  by  applying 

tical  on  this  point,   appears  to  be  so  no  the  nitrate  of  silver,  in  substance,  to  the 

longer.     In  his  treatise  on    the   Venereal  surface  of  the  conjunctiva ;  that  this  gives 

Diseases  of  the  Eye,  he  uses  this  cautious  less  pain  than  the  ten  grain  ointment,  though 

language.     "  Destructive  or  injurious  conse-  perhaps  it  may  require  to  be  oft^ier  re- 

quences  have  so  frequently  resulted  under  peated. 

the  usual  management  of  this  disease  (he  is  I  say  I  have  never  seen  this  method  of 
speaking  of  gonorrhceal  ophthalmia),  that  I  Mr.  Guthrie's  carried  into  effect ;  but  after 
should  certainly  employ  the  local  astringent,  what  I  have  myself  witnessed  of  the  intract-  - 
if  I  met  with  a  cB.se  favourable  for  the  trial ;  able  and  destructive  nature  of  the  disease 
«.  e,  where  the  affection  had  not  extended  under  the  treatment  ordinarily  adopted  before 
beyond  the  conjunctiva.  Blood-letting  might  his  ointment  was  devised,  I  will  say  also  that 
be  resorted  to  at  the  same  time;  in  most  were  I-so  unfortunate  as  to  be  attacked  with 
cases,  however,  our  aid  is  not  sought  until  severe  purulent  ophthalmia,  1  should  desire 
the  cornea  has  become  affected,  and  it  is  to  have  the  caustic  applied  as  soon  as  possi- 
therefore  too  late  for  the  astringent  plan.*'  ble,  and  to  be  freely  bled  at  the  same  time. 
But  he  subsequently  added  a  note,  to  the  There  are  some  minor  points  in  the  treat- 
effect  that  after  the  statement  I  have  just  ment  that  require  a  cursory  notice  only, 
quoted  was  written,  he  had  employed  the  Some  persons,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  among 
caustic  solution  in  two  cases  of  ooi^unctival  the  rest,  recommend  the  exhibition  of  fiMT- 
inflammation  with  the  best  result.  cury,  so  as  to  affect  the  gums.     Now  I 
Mr.  Guthrie's  plan,  therefore,  you  ought  believe  that  mercury  is  quite  useless  in  this 
to  be  acquainted  with.  After  many  trials,  he  complaint ;  and  if  useless,  mischievous.  The 
has  arrived  at  the  cbnclusion  that  Uie  best  disease  is  too  rapid  to  be  overtaken  by  the 
appliance,  in  this  formidable  complaint,  is  an  mercury,  and  if  you  could  obtain  the  specific 
ointment,  made  by  mixing  ten  grains  of  the  influence  of  that  mineral  in  time,  t.  e,  before 
nitrate  of  silver,  reduced  to  an  impalpable  any  of  the  destructive  effects  of  the  inflam- 
powder,  vrith  a  drachm  of  hog's  lard.    This  mation  were  accomplished,  you  would  do  no 
is  what  he  calls  his  ten  grain  ointment.  good  thereby.    This  is  not  the  kind  of  in- 
Before  applying  it  to  the  diseased  eye,  the  flammation  over  which  mercury  exercises  any 
discharge  must  be  well  cleansed  away  by  a  useful  control.     Mr.  Lawrence  tells  us  that 
solution  of  alum ;  then  the  ointment  having  he  has  seen  both  the  ordinary  purulent,  and 
beeq  inserted  beneath  the  lids,  they  are  to  be  gonorrhocal  ophthalmia  proceeding  apparent- 
moved  freely  up  and  down,  so  that  thewhole  ly  unchecked,  under  the  full  mercurial  action, 
conjunctiva  gets  its  due  share  of  the  remedy;  Practical  men  are  not  agreed  about  the 
and  that  it  has  done  so  is  shewn  by  its  turn-  propriety  of  scarifying  the  conjunctiva  when 
ing  white.     If  the  surface  does  not  turn  it  is  swelled  and  elevated  by  chemosis.    Mr. 
wMte,  the  ointment  has  not  been  sufficiently  Lawrence  objects  to  it,  as  likely  to  increase 
applied,  and  will  not  answer  the  purpose,  the  local  irritation ;  a. disadvantage  not  oom- 
If  we  wish  to  be  quite  sure,  he  says,  we  turn  pensated  by  the  quantity  of  blood  discharged 
out  the  eyelids,  and   rub  the  ointment  on  from  the  divided  vessels.     Dr.  Mackenzie 
them.     This  application  gives  pain,  which  recommends  it,  stating  thAt  the  incisions  will 
lasts  for  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour,  or  more,  bleed  copiously,  and  greatly  allay  the  symp- 
"  Warm  narcotic  fomentations  may  be  em-  toms.    Who  shall  decide  in  this  puzzling 
ployed  to  relieve  uneasiness,  and  opium  given  discrepancy    of   opinion  ?     Mr.   Guthrie's 
to  aUay  pain,  and  to  obtain  sleep ;  wUIe  a  caustic  ointment  would,  I  presume,  super- 
solution  of  alum,  in  the  proportion  of  a  sede  any  other  meddling  with  the  inflamed 
drachm  to  a  pint,  should  be  injected  from  surface.     But  when  the  question  happens  to 
time  to  time  into  the  eye,  to  dear  it ;  but  lie  between  scarificadon  and  no  scarification, 
should  the  patient  sleep,  he  must  not  be  dis-  I  should  give  my  vote  /or  scarifying ;  not 
turbed.     A  mild  ointment  may  be  applied  to  because  I  think  any  useful  depletion  of  the 
the  edges  of  the  lids  at  night,  to  prevent  blood-veueU  could  be  brought  about  by  that 
their  sticking  together.    The  next  morning  measure,  but  because,  if  properly  performed, 
the  discharge  is  again  to  He  removed,  and  the  it  would  evacuate  the  serous  effusion  from 
ointment  to  be  re-applied;  for  on  no  account  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  conjunctiva 
should  the  action  we  are  desirous  of  exciting  and  the  sclerotic,  which  effusion  constitutes 
be  allowed  to  cease."     Of  course  Mr.  Guth-  the  chemosis,  and  hastens,  if  it  does  not 
rie  means  it  is  not  to  be  suffered  to  cease  cause,  the  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  by  the 
prematurely.     This  with  free,  but  not  ex-  mechanical  pressure  that  it  exerts  around  it. 
cessive  venesection,  is  the  substance  of  his  Are    bliaten  of  any   use  ?      Hear    Dr. 
peculiar  mode  of  treating  purulent  ophthal-  Mackenzie.    **  Counter-irritants  are  highly 
roia  ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  eminently  serviceable  in  this  disease,  and  ought  always 
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to  be  emplo3red.  There  is  generally  a  marked  sensations  by  words,  bnt  they  ezpreas  them 
change  in  the  quantity  and  appearance  of  the  significantly  enough  by  keeping  their  eyes 
discharge  from  the  eye,  as  soon  as  a  counter-  shut,  by  contracting  their  small  brows,  and 
dischai^  is  established  by  blisters  on  the  by  turning  their  heads  away  from  the  U^ht. 
temples,  nape  of  the  neck,  or  behind  the  At  length  the  inflammation  extends  to  the 
ears."  But  listen  to  Mr.  Lawrence.  *'  Ex-  conjunctiva  that  covers  the  eyeball,  the  eye- 
perience  does  not  warrant  us  in  ascribing  lids  swell,  sometimes  enormously :  and  an 
much  efficacy  to  blitters,**  Now  the  truth  is,  astonishingly  copious  discharge  of  pus  takes 
I  believe,  that  during  the  active  stage  of  the  place.  By  the  adhesion  of  ^be  edges  of  the 
disease,  blisters  are  not  of  any  use  ;  but  that  lids  the  puriform  matter  is  sometimes  pent 
in  the  more  advanced  and  chronic  periods,  up,  and  distends  the  lids;  and  when  they  are 
they  are.  Indeed,  Mr.  Lawrence  admits  that  separated  it  escapes  in  a  profuse  hot  gosh, 
they  may  be  r^arded  as  auxiliary  measures,  The  eyelids  are  sometimes  everted  during  the 
and  resorted  to  after  antiphlogistic  means.  cries  and  struggling  of  the  little  sufferer,  and 
I  agree  with  the  same  gentleman  in  think-  their  mucous  surface  is  then  seen  to  be  Til- 
ing that  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed,  in  gonor-  lous  and  shaggy,  and  of  as  bright  a  scarlet 
rhaeal  ophthalmia,  upon  any  attempts  to  re-  red  as  you  ever  saw  the  injected  mucous  mem- 
produce  the  urethral  discharge  ;  indeed,  in  brane  of  a  foetal  stomach.  At  last  those  fatal 
most  cases  it  is  not  suspended.  •  consequences  to  the  eye  take  place  which  I  have 
Although  I  have  not  mentioned  purgatives,  already  mentioned.  The  disease,  however, 
|rou  will  conclude  that  they  form  a  very  may  continue  for  eight  or  ten  days  without 
proper  and  necessary  part  of  the  treatment  any  affection  of  the  transparent  parts  of  the 
during  the  activity  of  the  complaint.  eye ;  and  so  long  as  these  remain  uninjured, 

the  eye  is  safe,  provided  that  proper  treat- 
Purulent  ophthalmia  of  infante, — After  ment  be  adopted, 
what  has  already  been  said  of  purulent  oph-        This  disease  is  probably  much  the  most 
thalmia  in  the  adult,  and  of  gonorrhoeal  oph-  fertile  source  of  blindness  with  which  we  are 
thalmia,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  acquainted.     It  is  believed  to  originate  most 
take  up  very  much  of  your  time  in  speaking  commonly,  if  not  always,  in  contagion.     We 
of  purulent  ophthalmia  as  it  occurs  in  newly-  might,  perhaps,  expect   this,  from  the  ana- 
bom  children.  logy  of  the  severe  inflammation  of  the  same 
This  is  a  very  common  disease  :  it  is  very  parts  in  adults.     And  it  is  a  matter  of  feet, 
eerioue  when  neglected:   it  is  very  eaeily  thatina  very  largenumberofcases  the  mother 
managed  when  it  is  seen  and  treated  in  time,  has  been  affected,  at  the  time  of  her  con- 
These  are  all  reasons  why  you  should  make  finement,  with  some  kind  of  vaginal    dis- 
yourselves  familiar  with  the  complaint,  and  charge — leucorrhoea,  or  gonorrhoea;  and  the 
with  the  mode  of  curing  it.     You  may  per-  eyes  of  the  children  are  exposed   to  these 
haps  never  have  occasion  to  treat  a  case  of  morbid  secretions,  as  they  are  brought  into 
purulent  ophthalmia  in  the  adult :  you  are  the  world.     The  circumstance  of  the  disease 
sure  to  be  consulted  about  the  purulent  eye  commencing  so  regularly  on  the  third  day, 
of  infants,  the  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  supposition  that  it 
The  importance   of  the  affection  is  apt  to  results  from  inoculation  of  the  eyes  by  the 
be  overlooked  by  mothers  and  nurses ;  they  unhealthy  fluids  of  the  mother.     The  dis- 
say  the  baby  has  a  cold  in  the  eye,  which  will  charge  from  the  infant's  eyes  has  been  ascer- 
go  off;  and  they  wash  it  perhaps   with  a  tained  to  be  highly  contagious.     Dr.  Mac- 
Httle  of  the  mother's  milk,  or  some  such  kenzie  mentions  a  lamentable  illustration  of 
insignificant  fluid.      Meanwhile  the  eyelids  this  fact,  which  fell  under  his  observation  at 
swell,  the  mischief  that  is  going  on  beneath  the  Eye  Infirmary,  in  Glasgow.  Anuiiantand 
them  ;s  concealed  from  sight,  and  when  at  its  grandfather  became  his  patients  thereat  the 
last  a  medical  man  is  consulted,  he  too  often  same  time ;  the  latter  having  been  inoculated 
finds  that  one  orbothofthe  eyes  has  perished:  from  the  former.       Both  were  so  severely 
the  cornea  has  sloughed  or  become  opaque,  affected  that  the  infant  had  one  eye    1^ 
or  protrudes,  and  constitutes  what  is  called  in  a  state  of  total,  and  the  other  of  partial 
staphyloma ;  prolapse  of  the  iris  has  taken  staphyloma :    while  in  each  eye  of  the  old 
place;    or  the  coats   of  the    organ    have  man,  the  greater  part  of  the  cornea  remained 
shrunk  up.  opaque,  and  adherent  to  the  iris. 

The  inflammation  usually  comes  on  about        However,  the  disease  certainly  occars  in 

three  days  after  the  child  is  bom,  although  theinfants  of  mothers  who  seem  to  be  healthy, 

it  may  commence  later.     It  is  confined,  at  and  who  deny  that  they  have  any  unnatund 

first,  to  that  part  of  the  membrane  which  lines  discharge.     It  may  probably  be  brought  on, 

the  lids.     Their  edges  are  observed  to  stick  sometimes,  by  bad  management  on  the  part 

together  when  the  infant  wakes :    there  is  of  the  nurse :  by  exposure  soon  after  birth 

more  intolerance  of  light,  apparently,  than  is  to  draughts  of  cold  air,  or  to  the  injurious 

suffered  in  the  analogous  disease  of  adults,  influence  of  a  hot  and  bright  fire ;  or  by  the 

The  little  patients  cannot  indeed  tell  us  their  introduction  of  soap  into  the  eye  in  the  pri* 
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vnary  abiations,  or  of  gin,   wherewith  the  other  means  being  used  than  mpignena  in- 
lower  classes,  in  some  absurd  persuasion  of  its  temallj  and  the. solution  of  alum  locally: 
atrengthening  virtues,  are  wont  to  bathe  the  and  out  of  many  hundred  instances  he  scarcely 
unlucky  infant's  head.     The  disorder  is  ob-  recollected  one  that  suffered  in  any  respect, 
served  to  be  most  common  in  damp  and  if  the  cornea  was  clear  when  the  infant  was 
cold  weather ;  in  low  crowded  places ;  and  first  seen.     I  had,  for  a  considerable  period, 
among  the  children  of  the  poor.  the  advantage  of  watching  Mr.  Lawrence's 
One  striking  difference  between  the  disease  patients  under  that  treatment ;  and  the  result 
as  it  exists  in  adults  and  in  newly  bom  chil-  of  it  was  so  exceedingly  and  uniformly  satis- 
dren  I  have  already  adverted  to;   viz.  its  factory,  that  I  should  never  think  of  employ- 
rapid  and  often  incontroUable  progress  in  the  ing  any  other.     If  the  eye  became  ^t  length 
former  ;  and  the  facility  with  which  it  yields  accustomed  to  the  stimulus  of  the  alum,  a 
to  suitable  and  timely  treatment  in  the  latter,  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  (from  one  to 
If  a  child  is  brought  to  you  with  purulent  four  grains  in  the  ounce  of  water,)  was  sub- 
ophthalmia,  and  you  are  able  to  separate  the  stitutod  with  advantage.     Mr.  Guthrie  uses, 
lids  sufficiently  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  I  fancy,  his  caustic  ointment ;  but  I  am  sure 
cornea,  and  perceive  that  it  is  still  brilliant  that  the  simple  and  less  severe  plan  I  have 
and  uninjured,  you  may  confidently  tell  the  been  describing  is  quite  sufficient, 
anxious  mother  that,  with  due  care  on  h^ 

part,  her  child's  eye  is  safe.    If  the  cornea  Strumous  ophthalmia, — ^There  is  just  one 

has  lost  its  transparency,  it  is  still  within  more  disease  belonging  to  the  conjunctiva, 

reach  of  recovery,  but  the  chances  are  against  which  I  wish  to  bring  before  you;  and  then 

it :  if  you  cannot  get  a  sight  of  the  oomea  I  shall  have  done  with  the  morbid  affections 

at  all,  you  will  do  wisely  to  give  a  doubtful  of  this  external  membrane  of  the  eye.     It 

prognosis,  or  even  an  ta^faoourabU  prog-  has  received  several  names :  sometimes  it  is 

nosis ; '  for  such  is  the  ignorance  of  the  vul-  called  pustular  ophthalmia,  from  the  appear- 

gar  (and  I  include  both  rich  and  poor  under  ance  of  little  pustules  upon  the  surfiioe  of 

this  phrase)  that  if  they  are  not  forewarned  the  organ.     Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  looks  upon 

of  the  danger,  they  are  very  apt  to  attribute  it  as  an  eruptive  disease,  affecting  the  con- 

the  blindness  that  ensues,  to  your  «/i#»  as  junctiva  not  so  muchasa  mucoiM  membrane, 

th^  call  it.  but  rather  as  a  continuation  of  the   skin, 

In  the  severer  forms  and  stages  of  the  names  it  phlyctenular  ophthalmia.     It  has 

complaint,  if  the  lids  be  very  much  swelled,  also  acquired  the  title  of  scrofulous  or  strU' 

and  red  externally,  and  especially  if  you  are  mous  ophthalmia,  from  its  continual  occur- 

unable  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  view  of  the  rence  in  children  of  a  scrofulous  habit,  and 

oomea  without  using  a  degree  of  violence  that  its  very  frequent  association  with  scrofrdous 

might  be  hurtful,  it  will  be  right  to  apply  a  disease  in  other  parts.     It  is  a  disorder  of 

leech.     It  should  be  placed  upon  the  centre  childhood,  and  it  ts  so  common  a  form  of 

of  the  tumid  upper  lid;  and  you  should,  disorder  that,  often  cases  of  inflammation  of 

whenever  that  is  possible,  stay  by  the  little  the  eyes  in  young  persons,  nine  will  be  of 

patient  until  the  animal  drops  off,  and  the  this  kind.  I  shall  call  it  «/rttmotM  ophthalmia, 

bleeding  ceases ;  for  sometimes  the  bleeding  It  is  a  form  of  ophthalmia  that  differs  in 

is  difficult  to  stop,  and  must  not  be  trusted  many  striking  points  from  those  which  we 

to  the  care  of  the  nurse ;   and  the  loss  of  have  been  considering, 

blood  occasioned  by  the  bite  of  a  single  leech  In  the  first  place,  it  is  intimately  connected 

will  often  blanch  the  infant's  skin,  imd  make  with  the  scrofulous  constitution ;  the  pecn- 

you  fear  that  the  depletion,  slight  as  it  is  in  liarities  of  which  I  formerly  explidned.    Al- 

actual  amount,  has  yet  been  too  much.     The  though  a  disease  of  children,  it  is  not  a  dis- 

child's  bowels  should  be  emptied  by  a  little  ease  of  infants  at  the  breast.     It  is  most 

castor-oil ;  and  a  lotion  made  by  dissolving  prevalent  firom  the  time  of  weaning  to  about 

two  grains  of  the  acetate  of  lead  in  an  ounce  of  the  age  of  eight.     I  mentioned  to  you,  in  a 

water  may  be  applied  to  the  inflamed  organ,  previous  lecture,  the  remarkable  fact,  shewing 

In  less  severe  cases,  and  I  believe  in  all  the  strong  influence  of  unsuitable  or  insuffi- 

cases  in  which  you  can  see  the  uninjured  cient  nourishment  in  developing  scrofulous 

cornea  gleaming  through  the  pus  that  bathes  disease ;    that  when  asked  to  prescribe  for 

it,  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  keep  the  in-  children  having  bad  eyes,  you  will  find,7in 

fiut's  bowels  open  with  magnesia ;  to  apply  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  that  you  have 

a  little  lard  along  the  edges  of  the  lids,  to  to  deal  with  purulent  ophthalmia  if    the 

prevent  their  sticking  together ;  and  to  inject  child  be  still  at  the  breast,  and  with  strumous 

carefully  into  the  eye,  beneath  and  between  ophthalmia  if  it  has  been  weaned, 

the  lids,  a  solution  of  alum ;  in  the  ratio  of  The  leading  symptoms  of  this  disease  arOf 

four  grains  to  one  ounce  of  water.     Such,  slight  redness ;   great  intolerance  of  light ; 

Mr.  Lawrence  tells  us,  was  the  treatment  in  the  formation  of  litde  prominences  or  pus- 

49  cases  out  of  50  at  the  London  Ophthalmic  tules  on  the  surface  of  die  conjunctiva ;  and 

Infirmary  when  he  was  surgeon  to  it :    no  sfteks  which  are  the  result  lof  these.    The 
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complaint   Bometimes   ocean  in   one   eye  patient,  wliat  ii  the  nature  of  the  inthmma* 
alone,  oftener  in  both ;    but  then  one  eye  tion  under  which  he  ia  Buffering.  Tbe  child's 
is  generally  worse  than  the  other.      Mere  brow  is  knit  and  contracted,  while  his  ahe 
catarrhal  ophthalmia  ia  apt  to  degenerate  into  nasi  and  hia  nppcr  lip  are  drawn  apwards : 
this  affection  in  scrofnloaa  children.     After  thoae  mvacles  of  the  feoe  (which  happen  also 
seeing  two  or  three  cases  of  stromons  oph-  to  be  muscles  of  expreaaion)  are  inatinctiTely 
thalmia,  you  cannot  fail  to  recognise  it  when-  put  in  action,  which  tend  to  exclude  the  li|s^t 
ever  you  meet  with  -it  again.  without  quite  shutting  out  the  perception  of 
The  redness  has  this  peculiarity,  that  it  is  external  objects ;  producing  a  peculiar  and 
slight  and  partial.    Sometimes  it  is  altogether  distinctive  grin.      In  the  severer  cases  tbe 
confined  to  that  part  of  the'membrane  which  child  will  skulk  all  day  in  dark  comera ;  or 
lines  the  eyelids :    generally  a  few  vessels,  if  in  bed,  will  lie  upon  his  hot,  or  under  the 
collected  into  little  bundles,  are  seen  pro-  clothes ;  and  while  the  light  is  thus  kept  off, 
ceeding  from  some  point  of  the  circumference  he  does  not  appear  to  suifer.     If  brought  to- 
— 'more  commonly  from  the  angles  of  the  eye  wards  a  window,  he  keeps  hia  head  down, 
than  from  any  other  part  of  the  drcum-  and  presses  hia  hands  or  arms  over  his  eyes. 
lerence — ^towards  the  cornea  :    the  vessels  When  you  attempt  to  open  his  eye  to  ex- 
are  evidently  superficial,  often  prominenti  amine  it,  a  proftise  discharge  of  scalding  tears 
lliese  scattered  bundles  of  vessels  (sometimes  takes  place :  these  pass  putly  into  the  nose, 
there  is  but  one)  stop  when  they  reach  the  and    excite  fits   cf  sneezing,   and    partly 
cornea,    or  occasionally  encroach   a  little  over  the  skin,  which  they  sometimes    ez- 
upon  it;  and  where  they  stop,  the  small  coriate   or  inflame;   and  then,  finequentlyy 
elevations  of  the  membrane  maybe  observed  pustules  arise  on  the   skin,  and  prodnoe  a 
which  are  called  pustules.    This  is  the  most  discharge  that   crusts  over  the  cheek  and 
common  situation  of  these  elevated  points,  extends  to  the  forehead  and  temples.     Hue 
just  at  the  line   of  junction  between  the  is  called  enttia  iaetea,  and  is  very  charae- 
sclerotica  and  the  cornea,  or  near  that  line,  teristic  of  the  scrofulous  habit  $  it  occaslonaDy 
Sometimes,  however,  you  may  see  one  or  spreads  over  the  whole  body, 
two  near  ihe  centre  of  the  cornea.    They  You  might  suppose,  firom  this  extreme  in- 
are  smaller  in  size  when  they  appear  on  the  tolerance  of  light,  that  the  retina  was  ia- 
cornea,  than  when  they  are  situated  near  its  flamed,  or  in  danger.    But  it  is  not  ao.    The 
edge.  affection  of  the  retina  is  purely  sympathetic, 
Tliese  pimples  maybe  absorbed,  and  leave  and  need  not  of  itself  excite  any  fears  aboat 
behind  them  a  temporary  white  spot ;  more  the  vision  of  the  eye.    Towards  dusk^   in- 
frequently they  break  and  form  little  ulcers,  deed,  in  the  twilight,  the  child  can  genenBy 
When  these  ulcers  are  beyond  the  cornea  open  his  eyes,  and  then  is  quite  as  able  to 
6iey  are  of  less  consequence ;  when  they  are  see   as  if  he  were  well.     Dr.    Mackenzie 
situated  upon  it,  they  become  sources  of  endeavours  to  explain  the  conneetion  of  !b- 
danger  in  two  ways :  they  may  penetrate  the  tolerance  of  light,  spasmodic  contractioa  of 
comeaj  and  let  out  the  aqueous  humour,  the  lids,  and  lacrymation,  even  when  there 
and  cause  prolapsus  uidis  and  various  other  is  but  little  visible  redness,  by  the  distribn- 
mischief;    or  they  may  leave,  after  healing,  tion  of  the  lacrymal  nerve ;  whidi,  after  sap« 
a  permanent  white  opaque  speck,  (called  plying  the  laciymal  gland,  goes  to  the  con- 
leacofMa,)  which,  aObording  to  its  size  and  junctiva,  and  to  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum, 
its  exact  place,  will  interfere  more  or  less  We  have  the  same  set  of  symptoma  when  a 
with  the  vision.  bit  of  dirt  gets  into  the  eye,  and  fixes  itself 
The  intolerance  of  light  is  a  very  promi-  beneath  the  upper  lid.    When  little  or  no 
nent  symptom  of  this  disease,  and  some-  redness  is  present,  this  extreme  intolerance 
times  it  is  really  the  only  symptom  that  of  light  has  been  called  pkolophohia  eer^fm* 
manifests  itself.    It  is  curious  that  this  in-  /om. 

ability  to  endure  a  bright  light  bears  no  D^th  tins  strumous  affection  of  the  eye 

rcfgular  or  definite  proportion  to  the  intensity  there  are  usually  present  other  evidenoes  also 

of  the  other  symptoms.     It  is  not  that  the  of  scrofulous  disease.      Swelli&g  and  redness 

eye   is  painful   when  protected  from  tiit  of  the  ale  nasi  and  upper  lip ;  enlargement  of 

light ;  but  that  the  access  of  the  ordinary  the  absorbent  glands  about  the  nedL ;  erup- 

light  of  the  day  occasions  extreme  suffering ;  tions  upon  the  head ;   sore  ears ;  a  large 

the  eyelids  behig  spasmodically  dosed,  and  and  hard  belly ;  disordered  bowels;  offensiTe 

tiieoHiicularmusdein  such  strong,  and  appa-  breath;  grinding  of  the  teeth;  and  gener^ 

renUy  involuntary  action,  as  effectually  to  debility.    And  tiie  ophthalmia  will  alternate 

resist  all  attempts  at  opening  them.  Children  aometimes  in  severity  witii  some  of  these 

thst  are  afibcted  witii  thte  disease,   carry  other  local  scrofiilous  compli^ts;  getting 

it  Iq^ibly  written    in  their    physiognomy,  better  as  they  get  worse,  and  Wee  verM* 
Although  you  carmot  tell  what  is  the  actuai 

condition  of  tiie  eye  without  examining  it,  — -< 
you  csn  tell,  as  soon  as  you  look  at  the 
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LECTURES  than  the  slough  made  by  cauBtic— ^t is, 

ON  the  two  sloughs  being  of  the  same  extent, 

MORTIFICATION,  that  which  is  made  by  a  hot  iron  is  separated 

Delivered  at  the  Medical  Theatre  qf  Si.  at  an  earUer  period  than  that  made  by  caus- 

George'e  Hospital.  tic.    The  reason  of  this  is  sufficiently  evi- 

By  Sik  Benjamin  C.  Beodib,  Bart.  !^*-    ^ J^'^  ^^  «f  ^  ii^nred  part  there 

F  R  S  fice  ^  ^  mnch  greater  degree  of  mflammation 

round  the  idongh  made  by  the  former  than 

Lbctubx  IV. — Dec.  16,  1840.  there  is  round  that  made  by  the  latter. 

The  destruction  of  a  part  by  the  i^plica- 

Hospital  Ganffrene — Actual  Cautery  —  tion  of  heat  to  a  small  extent  is  attended  with 
Mortification  from  Animal  Poisons  :  no  constitutional  disturbance ;  but  if  it  be  to 
from  Cold:  JroM  sudden  loss  (/  Blood:  a  great  extent,  the  constitution  is  affected  in 
from  Inflammation  qf  Arteries.  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  parta  destroyed. 
I  THINK  it  worth  while  to  point  out  another  T^»  howerer,  is  remarkable— that  where 
caae  in  addition  to  those  aUuded  to  in  the  on  the  surfoee  of  the  body  there  is  an 
last  lecture,  in  which  the  destruction  of  parts  absolute  destruction  of  the  skin  by  intense 
by  caustic  may  be  resorted  to  with  great  J»at,  the  oonstitntion  often  suffers,  in  the 
advantage,  I  refer  to  phagedenic  and  slough,  fi^  instance,  much  less  than  if  a  slighter 
ing  sores,  whether  they  be  those  that  occur  degree  of  heat  had  been  applied  to  the  same 
upon  the  organs  of  generation  in  persons  extent  of  surface.  You  will  have  frequent 
who  hare  been  exposed  to  syphilitic  affec-  opportunities  of  verifying  this  observation,  if 
tion,  or  whether  they  be  those  that  appear  jou  watch  the  comparative  effects  of  bums 
on  other  parts  of  the  body,  to  which  the  term  ^d  scalds  in  the  cases  admitted  into  the 
hospital  gangrene  is  usually  applied.  The  bospitaL  1  have  been  surprised  sometimes 
destruction  of  the  parts  by  a  powerful  es-  ^  *»<*,  where  a  great  deal  of  skin  has  been 
chait>tic  frequently  seems  to  destroy  the  completely  destroyed,  how  little  the  constitu- 
poison  on  which  the  phagedena  and  slough-  tion  has  resented  the  iigury  immediately 
ing  depends.  The  best  caustic  for  this  pur-  "^^  ^t  had  been  inflicted ;  but  it  resents  it 
pose  is  the  concentrated  nitric  acid,  applied  enough  afterwards,  and  when  the  period 
so  as  to  make  a  slough  of  tilie  diseased  snr-  arrives  at  which  the  slough  should  be  thrown 
face,  and  extending  to  the  parts  just  beyond  off»  then  the  general  system  suffers.  I  re- 
it.  The  destruction  of  them  to  a  greater  member  a  lady  who  had  both  her  arms 
depth  than  this  is  uimeoessary.  This  method  burned,  so  that  nearly  the  whole  skin  of  each 
of  treatment  was  first  had  recourse  to,  if  I  ^per  extremity  was  completely  dead;  yet 
remember  right,  by  Mr.  Welbank,  who  ^^r  oonstitntion  seemed  almost  unconsdous 
wrote  a  very  interesting  paper  on  the  subject,  of  the  shock.  When,  however,  the  time 
I  have  taken  this  opportunity  of  speaking  came,  at  which  the  slough  should  have  been 
of  some  of  the  principal  cases  in  surgery  to  aeparated,  she  began  all  at  once  to  sink,  and 
which  the  destruction  of  parts  by  caustic  is  died  in  a  day  or  two. 
appUcable;  but  you  will  find  a  great  num-  The  actual  cautery  may  be  used  for  surgi- 
ber  of  othert  in  practice  in  which  you  may  cal  pnrpoaea  on  the  same  principle  as  caua- 
employ  them  with  advantage.  I  need  not,  *»« »  and  there  is  one  occasion  on  which  the 
however,  occupy  your  time  further  on  this  former  will  certainly  do  what  the  latter  will 

rrt  of  our  subject.   The  observations  which  >»*    effectually    accomplish— it  wiU  stop 

have  already  offered  wiU  be  easUy  appUed  hscmorriiage.    In  some  cases  of  dangerous 

to  other  cases ;  and  wiU,  I  trust,  be  found  hwnorriiage    from    a    great   quantity    of 

sufficient  to  initiate  you  in  this  department  a^all  vessels,  or  from  large  vessek,  which 

of  surgery.  cannot  be  secured    on    account    of  their 

being  deeply  seated,    the    actual  cautery 

DeetruetUm  qf  parts  by  heat.-^the  actual  j,  ^^^  serviceable.     I  have  often  found  U 

cautery i  nsefbl  on  these  occasions ;  but  otherwise  I 

The  organisation  of  tiie  liviiig  body  may  have  not  much  had  recourse  to  it.     I  have 

be  destroyed  by  the  application  of  intense  indeed  employed  it  on  other  occasions  for* 

heat.    A  moderate  daginee  of  heat  does  not  nerly,  but  I  did  not  find  it  do  any  thing 

at  once  destroy  vitality :  it  produces  a  pe*  which  caustics  would  not  have  done  as  weU 

culiar  kind  of  inflammation,  with  vesication  or  better,  and  it  is  much  more  alarming, 

of  the  sldn ;  but  a  great  degree  of  heat  de-  much  more  fri|^)tfiil  both  to  the  patient  and 

itroys  at  once  the  vitality  of  the  part  to  to  bystanders.    It  was  the  habit  of  surgeons 

which  it  is  applied.    Of  course,  the  action  here  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  to  use  the  actual 

of  heat  if  altogether  chfsmica].    No  part  will  cantery  to  a  great  extent,  and  it  appears  to 

live  if  its  organiatlon  be  destroyed;,  and  heat  beoneofthemanyproofii  of  the  advancement 

destroys  tte  oigamaation.     There  is  one  of  English  sorgeiT  that  we  liave  got  rid  of 

thing  worthy  of  notioe  iwpmting  the  slough  this  rude  piece  of  mrriery. 
made  by  a  hot  inm :  it  is  separated  sooner        Mortification  &om  mumal  poisons.'-^l 
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mentioned  in  afonner  lecture  that  I  had  seen  (who  died  flome  years  ago,  haying  been  my 

a  man  who  died  of  extensive  sloughing  of  colleague  in  the  hospital)  with  this  same  rat- 

the  cellular  membranei  after  the  sting  of  a  tie-snake.     A  rabbit  bitten  in  the  ahoalder 

bee.     1  stated  that  I  attributed  this  chieflj  became  affected  by  the  poison  in  afewminates, 

to  his  being  of  a  bad  constitution,  though  and  died  at  the  end  of  three-quarters  of  an 

perhaps  something  might  be  attributed  to  the  hour.     Eren  in  this  short  space  of  time  the 

influence  of  the  animal  poison.     My  reason  cellular  membrane,  to  a  great  extent,   was 

for  making  the  latter  obsenration  was  this  :  in  a  state  of  slough,  although  the  sldn  and 

th^re  are  certain  animal  poisons  which  have  the  muscles  were  not  affected.     There  are 

the  effect  of  producing  mortification,  espe-  several  other  animal  poisons  that  seem   to 

cially  of  the  cellular  membrane.    There  is  a  operate  in  the  same  manner, 

work  of  the  Abbe  Fontana,  in  which  he  de«  I  have  only  one  practical  observation  to 

scribes  a  great  number  of  experiments  on  the  make  on  these  cases,  namely,  that  you  may 

smaller  animals,  made  with  th6  poison  of  the  prevent  the  extension  of  the  mischief  pro« 

viper,  and  the  principal  local  effect  that  he  duced  by  the  animal  poison,  by  the  application 

observed  was  gangrene  of  the  bitten  limb,  of  a  ligature  round  the  limb  above  the  bitten 

When  I  was  first  assistant-surgeon,  a  man  part.     It  seems  to  st4>p  the  influence  of  tbe 

was  brought  into  this  hospital  under  the  fol-  poison  upon  the  cellular  membrane,  and  at 

lowing  circumstances.      A  rattle-snake  was  the  same  time  to  prevent  the  poison  entering 

exhibited    as   a  sight   in     Piccadilly,    and  into  the  circulation  and  affecting  the  general 

this  poor  fellow  went  to  see  it.     He  was  system :  for  in  these  cases,  besides  its  local 

a  carpenter,  and  having  dropped  his  rule  into  operation,  the  poison  has  a  powerful  inflnencMs 

the  rattle-snake's  cage,  he  introduced  his  on   the    constitution.      The    constitutional 

hand  to  take  it  out,  and  the  snake  bit  him.  symptoms,  however,  are  not  to  our  present 

He  was  immediately  brought  to  the  hospital,  purpose,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  describe 

in  a  state  approaching  to  that  of  syncope,  them. 

with  violent  pain  extending  up  the  arm.  Morti/icalion  from  ejepontre  to  eoid. — 
The  next  day  the  whole  arm  was  swollen,  As  parts  may  be  killed  by  excessive  heat, 
and  the  skin  looked  purple :  there  were  vesi-  so  they  may  be  killed  by  excessive  cold, 
cations  upon  it  as  if  sloughing  were  going  on  You  might  suppose  that  cold  would  prodooe 
in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  membrane.  The  the  deaUi  of  a  part  in  the  following  manner  : 
man  lingered  here  for  nearly  three  weeks,  and  that  it  would  freeze  it,  and  that  the  fluids 
then  died.  At  the  time  of  his  death  there  being  frozen,  and  to  a  certain  extent  ex- 
was  extensive  mortification  of  the  skin  of  pandedintheactof  freezing,  the  organization 
the  forearm :  and  the  whole  of  the  cellular  of  the  capillary  vessels  would  be  destroyed, 
membrane,  from  the  bitten  finger  up  to  the  and  death  of  the  part  ensue  in  the  same  man- 
shoulder,  was  in  a  state  of  slough.  FVom  the  ner  as  in  plants  and  trees,  which  are  killed 
appearance  in  the  beginning  there  could  be  by  a  severe  frost.  Two  or  three  years  ago, 
no  doubt  that  the  slouglung  process  of  the  eel-  when  there  was  some  very  mild  weather,  like 
lular  membrane  had  begun  immediately  after  that  of  spring,  about  Christmas,  in  many 
the  injury  was  received.  The  skin  itself  seemed  places  the  sap  began  to  circulate  in  the  ever- 
to  have  mortified  only  because  it  lay  over  the  green  trees.  But  this  premature  spring  was 
dead  cellular  membrane ;  and  what  is  curious,  followed  by  some  days  of  most  intense  cold, 
the  muscles  underneath  were  not  at  all  The  sap  was  suddenly  frozen  in  the  vessels 
affected.  The  poison  seems  to  act,  as  far  as  of  the  alburnum,  and  as  it  froze  it  expanded 
its  local  operation  is  concerned,  especially  on  and  burst  the  vessels,  and  killed  the 
the  cellular  membrane.  Not  only  was  this  trees  by  destroying  their  organization.  I 
proved  by  this  particular  tissue  sloughing  so  said  that  you  Qiight  suppose  at  first  that 
extensively,  but  it  was  also  proved  by  this  death  from  cold  is  produced  in  a  similar  way 
circumstance,  that  within  an  hour  after  the  in  the  animal  body.  I  csnnot  say  that  such 
bite  extravasations  of  blood  (ecchymoses)  never  is  the  case,  but  I  do  not  find  that  that 
might  be  traced  in  the  cellular  membrane  as  is  the  way  in  which  it  usually  happens, 
high  as  the  shoulder,  from  thence  down-  When  a  part  is  frost-bitten  it  is  not  in  ge- 
wards  on  the  side  of  the  chest  as  low  as  the  neral  killed  at  once,  but  after  being  exposed 
false  ribs,  presenting  altogether  a  very  sin-  to  a  warmer  temperature,  it  inflames,  and 
gular  appearance.  The  poison,  indeed,  the  inflammation  immediately  terminates  in 
seemed  to  operate  on  the  cellular  membrane  gangrene.  I  imagine  that  tiie  influenoe  of 
neither  in  the  direction  of  the  nerves,  nor  in  cold  upon  the  animal  body  is 'scarcely  ever 
that  of  the  absorbents,  nor  in  that  of  the  so  instantaneous,  as  at  once  to  freeze  the 
blood  vessels.  In  fact,  it  is  difiicult  to  explain  fluid  in  the  vessels ;  there  is  almost  always 
the  local  effects  produced  by  this  virulent  time  for  these  to  contract  and  become  emp- 
poison  from  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  tied  of  their  blood  before  the  parts  are 
parts,  or  on  sny  knoYvn  physiological  prin*  frozen.  You  may  see  this  in  your  own  fin- 
ciples.  I  am  in  possession  of  the  notes  of  gers,  when  they  have  been  exposed  on  a  oold 
an  experiment  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Ewbank  day,  they  become  quite  shrunk  and  pale,  as 
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if  there  were  no  blood  in  tbem,  and  may  re-  the    slongha    sepanting,    the  dead    bonea 

main  in  this  state  for  a  rery  long  time.     If  ^coming  away,  and  the  stamps  of  the  feet 

in  a  case  of  frost-bite,   you  go  to  the  fire  healing. 

to  warm  the  affected  part,  there  is  a  sudden  Mortifieation  from  inflammation  qf  ar* 
re-action,  inflammation  is  set  up,  and  morti-  teries,  —  Any  thing  which  obstructs  the 
iicBtion  follows.  In  this  country  we  have  passage  of  blood  completely  through  the 
very  little  experience  of  these  cases.  Every  arteries  of  a  limb  will,  of  course,  produce 
now  and  then,  indeed,  a  patient  is  brought  mortification.  A  single  ligature  placed  on 
into  the  hospital  who  has  lost  a  part  of  hia  an  artery  does  not  do  it,  because  it  stops 
foot,  perhaps  two  or  three  toes,  in  this  man-  only  the  main  trunk  at  one  point,  and  there 
ner,  but  not  until  some  time  aifter  the  mis-  are  anastomosing  vessels  communicating  with 
chief  was  done,  and  we  therefore  do  not  see  the  artery  above  and  below  the  ligature, 
the  process  by  which  the  death  of  the  part  which  are  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  circnla- 
has  been  produced.  There  aie,  however,  tion.  But  supposing  that  instead  of  one 
abundant  accounts  of  death  from  frost-bite,  ligature  yon  were  to  put  on  half  a  dozen,  at 
written  by  persons  who  have  been  in  climates  d^erent  distances  from  each  other ;  in  the 
colder  than  ours.  I  may  refer  especially  to  a  space  of  six  or  seven  inches  of  the  artery  yon 
work  by  ]Sl.  Beaupre,  a  French  physician,  would  not  only  render  the  arterial  trunk,  but 
who  followed  the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  the  anastomosing  branches  also,  incapable 
the  Russian  campaign.  By  his  account  it  of  carrying  on  the  circulation,  and  thia 
would  appear  that  parts  may  be  under  would  produce  gangrene.  I  imagine  that 
the  influence  of  cold  for  a  great  length  snch  a  thing  never  was  done  by  a  surgeon 
of  time,  so  as  to  be  completely  deprived  of  upon  the  human  subject,  but  something  cor- 
sensibility,  and  yet,  with  prudent  manage-  responding  to  it  may  happen  from  disease, 
ment,  may  recover  perfectly.  He  states  that  As  long  ago  as  when  I  was  house-surgeon 
be  has  firequently  had  his  foot  benumbed  in  this  hospital,  I  went  to  see  a  poor 
while  riding  on  horseback,  so  that  for  a  long  man  at  Brompton,  under  the  following 
time  it  has  been  devoid  of  senaation,  and  that  drcumstanoes.  On  a  very  hot  summer'a 
he  has  got  oflT  his  horse  without  knowing  day  in  August,  he  was  walking  in  the 
whether  his  feet  touched  the  ground  or  not ;  fields,  when  he  felt  a  sense  of  pricking, 
but  by  rubbing  them  with  snow,  and  thus  numbness  and  weight,  as  he  described  it, 
very  gradually  restoring  them  to  a  proper  in  both  lower  extremities.  It  was  with 
temperature,  the  evil  consequences  of  frost*  great  difficulty  that  he  crawled  home.  In 
bite  have  been  prevented.  one  of  the  lower  extremities  these  sensations 
Mortification  from  tudden  lost  qf  blood,  8absided»  but  not  so  in  the  other.  On  the 
— As  the  circulation  of  arterial  blood  is  ne-  following  day  the  whole  of  one  leg,  and  the 
cessary  for  the  maintenance  of  life,  so  what-  thigh  as  high  as  the  middle,  were  in  a  state  of 
ever  for  a  considerable  rime  prevents  a  part  mortification.  The  mortification  never  ex- 
of  the  body  from  being  supplied  with  blood,  tended  afterwards,  no  vesications  formed  on 
will  produce  mortification.  A  very  copious  the  foot,  it  was  not  swollen,  and  no  part 
blood-letting,  for  instance,  will  under  certain  became  putrid  except  just  a  little  in  the  mid- 
circumstances  give  rise  to  it.  I  will  men-  die  of  the  thigh  where  there  was  a  great  mass 
tion  a  remarkfij)le  example  which  fell  under  of  soft  parts.  The  limb  dried,  the  skin  as- 
my  obserration  some  years  ago,  in  a  case  suming  a  brownish  colour,  being  at  the  same 
which  I  attended  with  the  late  Dr.  Babing-  time  hard  and  semi-transparent,  so  that 
ton.  The  patient,  a  medical  officer  in  the  the  white  tendons  could  be  seen  shining 
East  India  Company's  lerrice,  had  gone  out  through  it.  It  was,  in  fact,  what  has  been 
to  dinner,  and  drunk  au  immense  quantity  called  a  case  of  dry  gangrene.  The  poor 
ofwine,  so  that  he  got  exceedingly  tipsy.  This  fellow  went  on  very  well  for  four  or  five 
was  in  the  dty.  He  staggered  up  Holbom  as  weeks,  without  any  bad  symptoms,  dnring 
well  as  be  could,  and  found  his  way  into  a  which  time  the  separation  of  the  dead 
chemist's  shop.  Here  he  was  mad  enough  parts  in  the  thigh  had  made  considerable 
to  ask  the  person  who  stood  behind  the  progress.  But  it  seemed  to  be  more  than 
counter  to  bleed  him,  and  whether  this  per-  nature  could  accomplish  to  complete  the 
son  was  tipsy  or  not  also  I  do  not  know,  but  work.  His^  powers  at  last  began  to  (ail,  and 
however  that  might  have  been,  he  certainly  he  died  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  from  the 
did  bleed  him  :  and  not  only  that,  but  these  commencement  of  the  attack.  I  examined 
two  blockheads  agreed  that  he  could  not  be  the  body,  and  found  marks  of  inflammation 
bled  too  fr'eely ;  and  so  this  drunken  man  every  where  about  the  principal  artery  and 
lost,  I  believe,  not  less  than  three  pints  of  vein  of  the  limb.  From  the  bifureation  of 
blood.  He  then  became  exceedingly  ill,  the  ilisc  trunk  down  to  the  middle  of  the 
was  carried  home  in  a  coach,  and  the  next  thigh,  the  artery  was  obliterated,  being 
day  both  his  feet  were  mortified ;  the  toes  completely  filled  with  co^^lated  lymph  evi- 
and  feet  up  to  the  instep.  We  gave  dentJy  efiiised  from  inflammation :  closely 
him  wine  and  nourishment ;    he  recovered,  adhering  to  the  inner  surface,  but  with  soma 
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adndxtara  of  red  ooagoham.  The  vein  was  Ooe  of  the  drcamatances  most  deaarymg  of 
filled  with  lymph,  and  obliterated  in  the  same  ^  notice  in  these  cases  is  that  the  limb  mortifies 
.manner  as  the  artery,  lliere  had  been  inflam-  *  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  then  the  mor- 
mation  of  the  sheath  of  the  vessels,  in  con-  tification  stops.  This,  however,  is  easilj 
sequence  of  which  the  artery  and  the  vein  explained.  We  know  that  the  obliteratioii 
adhered  closely  to  each  other  and  to  the  of  an  artery  must  prevent  the  supply  of  blood 
snrronnding  parts,  so  that  the  dissection  was  to  certain  parts,  but  no  further.  Another 
somewhat  difficult.  I  suppose  that  the  nature  peculiarity  is,  that  the  parts  become  dry, 
of  the  case  is  plain  enough.  There  had  been  hard,  homy,  which  concUtion  of  them  has 
ioflammation  of  the  artery  and  the  vein,  and  g^iven  rise  to  the  name  of  dry  gaqgreike. 
the  obliteration  of  the  artery  was  to  so  great  This  is  also  easily  explained.  If  mortifica- 
an  extent  as  to  cut  off  the  supply  of  blood,  tion  be  the  result  of  inflammation  or  of  Te- 
net only  through  the  trunk  but  Hirough  the  nous  obstruction,  there  is  always  an  isfiiuion 
anastomosing  branches.  Some  years  ago  I  of  serum  before  thepartsoompletelydie,in  the 
was  called  with  Sir  Charles  Churke,  and  Mr.  formofvedcationoftheskin.andoedemaof  the 
Bryant,  of  the  Edgeware  Road,  to  see  a  simi*  cellular  membrane ;  and  then,  when  the  pacts 
hr  case,  which  terminated  more  fortunately,  die,  'being  infiltrated  with  serum,  they  readily 
A  lady,  without  any  apparent  reason,  was  beoome  putrid.  But  here  the  supply  oif 
seized  all  at  once  with  pain  in  one  groin, and  blood  is  cut  off;  the  blood  is  preTentedfirom 
down  the  anterior  and  inner  part  of  the  entering  the  limb,  so  that  there  can  be  neither 
thigh,  wiu  great  tenderness  in  the  course  of  vesication  nor  effusion  of  serum  into  the 
the  femoral  artery^  When  I  saw  her,  which  cellular  membrane ;  and  the  dead  parts  dry 
was  not  till  some  days  afterwards,  the  whole  readily  firom  the  absence  of  moisture.  M. 
leg  below  the  middle  was  in  a  state  of  mortifi-  Dupuytren  has  described  the  gangrene  tiiat 
cation.  There  was  no  cedematous  swelling  of  occurs  in  old  age  as  the  resolt  of  arterial 
the  foot,  and  no  vesication.  She  had  still  pain  inflammation,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  he 
in  the  course  of  the  femoral  artery,  which  is  mistaken  on  thii  point.  Gangrene  from 
was  aggravated  by  pressure ;  and  the  pulse  arterial  inflammation  is  a  comparatively  rare 
ootdd  not  be  felt  either  in  the  groin  or  lower  disease,  and  may  occur  at  any  period  of  life ; 
down.  Considering  the  resemblance  of  this  whereas,  the  gangrene  of  old  age  arises,  as 
case  to  the  one  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  repeated  dissections  have  enabled  me  to  de- 
I  could  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  disease  termine,  entirely  from  other  causes.  I  shall 
was  similar,  and  that  the  mortification  of  the  ofier  some  observations  on  this  land  of  gan- 
leg  was  the  consequenee  of  arterial  inflamma-  grene  in  the  next  lecture. 

tion.    After  some  time  the  soft  parts  began  to  

separate,  until  at  last  the  lower  part  of  the  ^^^ 

leg  and  the  foot  remained  attached  to  the 

rest  of  the  limb,  merely  by  the  tibia  and  PHLEBITIS  OF  THE  CEREBRAL 

fibula.     I  sawed  through  these  bones,  after  SINUSES, 

which  the  parts  graduidly  healed,  forming  a 

very  fair  stimp.     Perhaps  you  will  ask  why  ^^  ^  »««^^'r  <^'  puruleot  otobrhcba. 

I  proceeded  in  this  manner,  instead  of  am-  Br  James  BaucB,  M.D.,  Liverpool, 

putattog  fteUmb  .t  once.    The  fart  U.  ftrt  g^          ^  ^^  <j,„^ 

I  remembered  a  case  published  m  Saviard's  '              Inluinary.              ^ 

Observations  on  Sunrery  (Saviard  was  a  cele-  rr>     i  ^  ^  *_          ^  «t«  -i 

1 ^  J  «_      .            *      •     Au         1        -J.  ^r  [Concluded  firom  page  6IS.J 

brated  French  surgeon  m  the  early  part  of  ••                        *^^         •' 

the  eighteenth  century),  which  was  very  simi- 

lar  to  this  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  and  The    follo\^'ing    case    is    the  first    in 

in  which  he  amputated  the  thigh.    In  per-  which  I  observed  inflammation  of  the 

fbrming  the  operation  he  was  surprised  to  lateral  sinius  in  connection  with  pnni- 

find  that  no  blood  fiowed  firom  the  stump,  lent  otoirhoea;  but  it  occnrred  unfor- 

in  consequence  of  the  vessels  being  obUte-  timately  at  a  period  when  my  attention 

rated.    The  ^  divided  in  the  opoation  y^^  ^ot  particularly  directed  to  this 

had  not  a  sufficient  supply  rf  Wood  for  the  department  ofpathology. 

^^^T^LP^  •^P*r°'^'^.'!f.?f  ^SE  IL-lflbomas  ifratson,  ©t.  27, 

^  had  done  brforejmd  the  piOae^^  admitted  into  the  Glasgow 

It  appeared  to  me,  «fler  ^f^^  •ffoMed  ^         hospital  on  the  13th  of  A^ist, 

by  this  ease,  that  it  was  desuraUe  to  avoid  an  tooiT   ""°F*«"  ""  i*»^  w      w  ^..ugwi, 

option  if  possible.    At  the  same  time  I  1835,  as  a  case  of  continued  fever.    He 

ought  to  mention,  that  in  the  second  volume  *^^  ^  ^^^[^^  .^  »  purulent  dis- 

of  the  Medical  Observatwns  and  Enquiries  charge  from  the  n^t  ear  from  a  tciv 

there  is  an  account  of  a  case,  apparently  of  early  penod  of  life.  The  duchazg^  had 

the  same  kind,  in  which  amputation  was  ceased  about  a  wedk  before  he  entered 

snocessfidly  performed,  the  stump  healing  the  hospital,  and  its  suppression  was 

lavouiably.  followed  by  rigors,  headache,  and  the 
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» 

general  symptoms  of  pyrexia.  H^  ex-  directly  with  the  current  of  the  circula- 
perienced,  shortly  after,  a  severe  pain  in  tion,  or  was  separated  from  the  hlood 
the  ri^ht  mastoid  process,  and  an  abscess  by  an  obs  tructing  coagulum. 
speedily  formed  in  that  situation;  it  When  the  foregoing  cases  came  under 
afterwards  burst,  and  gave  exit  to  a  my  observation  I  was  disposed  to  believe 
quantity  of  foetid  sanious  matter.  On  that  they  belonged  to  a  class  which 
admission  pulse  was  80,  strong  and  in-  had  not  been  previously  alluded  to  by 
termitting;  ton^^e  brown  and  dij;  pathological  writers.  This  impression 
appetite  impaired.  Complained  of  vio-  nas  since  been  removed  by  a  careful 
lent  pain  in  occipital  region.  On  the  examination  of  the  works  of  the  prin- 
1 6th  pulse  96,  strong.  Pain  of  occiput  cipal  writers  on  diseases  of  the  brain  $ 
relieved.  Very  drowsy,  but  when  spoken  but  I  am  mors  than  ever  strengthened 
to  he  answers  questions  correctlv.  17th,  in  the  conviction  that  too  little  atten- 
had  retention  of  urine,  but  to-day  it  is  tion  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  this 
voided  involuntarily.  On  the  i9th  pulse  singular  afiection  of  the  sinuses  of  the 
rose  to  104;  the  skin  and  conjunctivs  dura  mater.  In  most  of  the  cases  on 
were  of  a  yellow  tin^,  but  tlus  disap-  record  the  inflammation  of  the  sinuses 
peared  on  the  following  day.  He  con-  appears  to  have  been  idiopathic,  or  to 
tinned  much  in  the  same  condition,  have  been  the  result  of  a  previously 
pulse  varying  from  120  to  68,  till  the  existing  disease  of  the  menin^s,  or  of 
28th,  when  the  headache  became  more  the  brain  itself.  Abereromoie  was 
intense.  His  head  was  leeched,  and  a  perhaps  the  first  to  point  out  the  con- 
blister  was  apphed  to  the  occiput  nection  of  this .  lesion  with  a  primary 
Next  day  pulse  was  116,  feeble;  skin  aflection  of  the  ear,  as  we  find  a  case  of 
cold  and  livid.  Appeared  to  be  in  a  this  description  in  one  of  his  papers  on 
state  of  stupor  bordering  on  coma.  Diseases  oitheBrain,publisheainl818*. 
Died  next  day.  In  the  R^vue  Medicale  for  1825,  there 

Inspection, — Vessels   of  brain  unu-  is  an  elaborate  article  on  Phlebitis,  by 

sually  congested.  Each  lateral  ventricle  M.  Ribesfi  of  Montpellier,  in  which  he 

contained  about  two  ounces  of  sero-  relates  a  sin^pilar  case  of  inflammation 

piurulent  fluid.  The  ri^ht  ventricle  was  of  the  supenor  longitudinal  sinus,  evi- 

lined  with  a  thin  coatmg  of  coagulable  dently  of  a  chronic  nature,  comj^cated 

lymph  in  the  form  of  a  membrane,  and  with  malignant  disease  of  the  brain ; 

of  a  greenish  yellow  colour.    Right  and  this  case  is  afterwards  referred  to 

lateral  sinus,  from  its  junction  with  the  by  Dance}  in  his  researches  on  phle- 

longitudinal  sinus  to  its  exit  from  the  bitis,  as  the  only  example  of  the  disease 

cranium,  was  filled  with  purulent  matter,  on  record§.    In  the  roUowing  year  a 

and  lined  with  a  false  membrane  of  short  paper  by  M.  6endrin||,  entitled 

uniform  thickness;  the  groove  in  .the  *'sur  la  Phl6bite  Enc^phalique,"  ap- 

bone  in  which  it  is  lodf^  bein^  rough  peared  in  the  Rdvue  Medicale ;  it  con- 

and  porous.    On  makmg  an  incision  tained  an  analysis  of  the  cases  related 

into  me  neck,  behind  the  angle  of  the  b^  Abercrombie  and  Ribes,  and  the 

jaw,  on  right  side,  a  quantity  of  puri-  history  of  a  case  of  phlebitis  of  the 

form  fluid  escaped,  evidently  from  the  middle  cerebral  vein,  in  conjunction 

cut  extremity  of  the  internal  iugular  with  ramolUsMment  of  the  brain,  where 

vein.    No   afiection   of  the  thoracic  the  patieiit,  a  lady,  had  died  hemi- 

viscera.    Liver  and  spleen  softer  than  plegic  al>out  a  fortnight  after  accouche- 

natmnl.    Mesenteric  glands  enlarged,  ment.    In  the  same  year  Dr.  Hooper 

The  case  just  related  sufGidently  published  his  work  on  the  '^  Morbid 
illustrates  the  connection  which  exists  Anatomy  of  the  Brain,"  which  con- 
between  chronic  otoirhoea  and  disease  tained  a  coloured  plate  representing 
of  the  lateral  sinus,  but  it  is  unfortu-  both  lateral  sinuses  laid  open,  filled 
nately  defective  in  several  iniportant  with  pus,  and  tined  with  a  false  mem- 
points  relatmg  to   the  pathology  of    _j ^_ 

the  tozcular  Herophili,  as  well  as  that  t  iut>c>t  B^me  Medicate,  t.  i.  Purto,  isis. 

rtf  fliA  iMmilai*  voin  of  i*a  tprminAtinn  ♦  DwMJe,  Archives  GAi.  de  MAL  t.  xix.  p.  174. 

of  tbe  jugular  vein  at  its  lenmnanon,  j  Lobatdn  aiiuda  to  a  cue  of  this  kind,  by 

was  not  ascertained ;  so  that  we  nave  Brachet,  in  the  M  vol.  of  the  Journal  Comp.  dec 

no  means  of  determining  whether,  in  8cwmMaM*dk^,iratih«vehadnooppoit«nHy 

this  instance,  the  pus  communicated  r^SSn,iU!furSiik»khi^ii*i9»^ 
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forane.    A  commnnication  existed  be-  of  the  limbs  and  dilated  pupils.     The 

tween  the  left  lateral  sinus  and  a  carious  superior  longitudinal  sinus  was   fiUed 

opening  In  the  temporal  bone ;  and  the  with  a  strongly  adherent   bloody  cloC, 

author,  who  neglected  to  give  a  history  in  the  centre  of  which   there  existed 

of  the  case,  expresses  his  belief  that  the  a  quantity  of  semi-concrete  puriforxn 

perforation  of  the  bone  was  effected  by  matter.    The  torcular  Herophili,  and 

the  purulent  matter,  which  has  alwavs  posterior  half  of  both  lateral  sinuseSy 

a  tendency  to  form  an 'outlet  for  itself,  were  in  the  same  condition,  and  most 

In  1829  a  memoir  on  the  "Diseases  of  of  the  cerebral  veins  contained  small 

the  Sinuses  of  the  Dura  Mater  ^"  was  cylindrical  masses  of  bloody  coagulum 

read  before  the  Academic  Royale  de  and  caseous  pus. 

M^decine  of  Paris,  by  M.  TonneU,  in        I  have  now  adverted,  in  a  vcrycmaciiy 

which  the  author  states  that  two  dif-  manner,  to  the  principal  facts  in   oar 

ferent  kinds   of   concretions  may  be  possession  relating  to  phlebitis  of  the 

formed  in  the  sinuses  during  life;  one  cerebral  sinuses,  as  it  occurs  in  an  idio- 

of  these,  apparently  identical  with  the  pathic  form,  or  as  the  result  of  some 

fibrinous  polypi    found    in  the  ri^ht  primary    lesion    of  the  brain,  or    its 

cavities  of  the  heart,  sometimes  contains  membranes.        Before   proceeding    to 

central  deposits  of  puriform  matter ;  analyse  the  small  number  of  cases  of 

whilst  the  other  species  bears  a  close  that  disease  that  have  been  observed 

analogy  to  the  false  membranes  found  in  connection  with  long  continued  dis- 

in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  may  charge  from  the  ear,  I  shall  state'f  the 

exist  either  with,  or  without,  suppura-  particulars  of  another  interesting  exam> 

tion.     He  relates  several  cases  of  the  pie  of  this  comphcation,  which  occurred 

latter  form  of  the  afl&ction,  in  none  of  m  the  Northern  Hospital  of  this  town 

which  does  there  appear  to  have  been  in  April  last. 

any  comphcation  with  disease  of  the  Case  III. — A  man  who  had  been  long 
ear.  In  one  case,  where  the  ri^ht  lateral  subject  to  purulent  otorrhcea  was  ad- 
sinus  was  full  of  pus  and  hned  with  mitted  into  the  hospital  under  the  care 
false  membrane,  the  affection  appeared  to  of  Dr.  Carson,  jun.,  with  syniptonis  of 
result  from  an  extensive  ulcer  on  the  cerebral  affection.  He  oovplained  of 
occiput ;  whilst  in  another,  where  the  severe  headache,  and  lay  almost  con- 
patient,  a  child,  died  comatose  on  the  stantly  in  a  state  <yf  lethargic  stupor, 
sudden  disappearance  of  an  exanthe-  from  which  he  could  be  roused,  even 
matous  eruption  from  the  scalp,  a  su-  till  the  last,  to  answer  any  question  put 
perficialramollissement  of  the  brain  was  to  him.  Some  days  before  death  he 
found  in  conjunction  with  a  suppurative  had  li^rs,  followed  by  symptoms  of 
phlebitis  of  the  superior  longitudinal  si-  acute  pieuritis,  for  which  he  had  a  small 
nus  and  veins  ofthepia  mater.  The  cases,  bleeding  employed;  it  could  not  be 
however,  are  briefly  reported,  and  the  carried  farther,  on  accountof  his  increas- 

Sost-mortem   appearances   imperfectly  ing  weakness.       The  case  was  casually 

escribed.      Since  that  period,  various  alluded  to  in  conversation,  by  one  of 

examples  of  disease  of  the^ sinuses  have  my  friends  lately  connected  with  the 

been  recorded  by  different  writers ;  in-  hospital,  and  he  mentioned  that  the 

all  of  them  the  structural  lesions  were  temporal  bone  had  been  found  carious, 

not  precisely  the  same,  but  they  were  and  that  he  had  removed  it  from  the 

all  evidently  traceable   to    the    same  cranium,  along  with  a  portion  of  the 

nathological  condition  of  the  vessels,  dura  mater.   My  attention  having  been 

In  an  old  woman  who  had  been  epileptic  previously  directed  to  this  disease,    I 

for   two  years,    Prichard  f  found  the  suggested  the  propriety  of  examining 

calibre  of  the  left  lateral  sinus  occupied  the  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater  corre- 

by  a  deposition  of  lymph,  which  nad  sponding  to  the  temporal  bone ;  and  on 

become  organized.     A  graphic  delinea-  calling  at  the  hospi^  next  day,  I  was 

tion  of  another  form  of  this  affection  is  gratified  to  find  that  my  conjectures  had 

to  be  found  in  the  great  work  of  Cm-  been  fully  verified,  and  that  a  lesion  of 

veilhier^.      The  disease  occurred  in  a  tiiesinus  nad  been  discovered,  analogous 

child,  and  was  accompanied  by  rigidity  to  that  already  described  in  a  fcnrmer  part 

'• of  this  paper.    The  superior  surfiice  of 

•  Archive!  Q€n.  t.  xix.  p.  45S,  610, 613.  the  petrous  portion  of  uie  right.tempo- 

^  t  ^^chard  on  Dtaease.  of  the  Nervous  Syrtem,  jalbone  was  of  a  greenish-b&ck  colo^ 

t  Cntveiihier,  Anstomie  Pfeth.  liv.  8,  pi.  iv.  and  was  perforated  at  one  point  by  the 
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caries,  while  at.  another  point,  a  thin  left  side  of  chest,  for  which  she  was 
diaphanous  lamella  remained  unde-  hied,  with  partial  relief :  she  felt  better 
stroyed.  A  carious  opening  also  exist-  next  day,  but  pulse  was  very  rapid,  and 
ed  at  the  upper  edg^e  of  the  fossa,  con-  strength  sinking,  and  she  died  quite 
taining  the  lateral  sinus ;  and  the  wall  sensible  on  the  14th  day. 
of  the  sinus  at  the  point  of  contact  was  Inspection. — Ri^ht  temporal  bone  in 
slightly  eroded,  and  of  a  greenish  colour,  many  places  rouffh  and  dark  coloured, 
The  dura  mater  covering  the  diseased  with  matter  betwixt  it  and  dura  mater, 
bone  was  much  thickened,  and  coated  Right  lateral  sinus  much  thickened,  and  ' 
with  a  layer  of  lymph.  The  lateral  filled  with  a  deposition  similar  to  that 
sinus  was  filled  with  puriform  fluid,  which  occurs  in  the  cavity  of  an  aneu- 
and  coated  internally  with  a  false  mem-  rism.  Left  pleural  cavity  contained 
brane  of  recent  formation ;  the  calibre  fully  a  pound  of  purulent  fluid, 
of  the  sinus  was  greatly  contracted,  and  11. — ^Dr.  Abercrombie. — A  young 
at  the  torcular,  its  cavity  was  completely  lady,  aged  16,  liable  to  punilent  dis- 
obliterated  by  the  quantity  of  fabe  charge  from  the  ears,  complained  of 
membrane  and  lymph  deposited  in  that  severe  headache.  Eyes  heavy ;  an  op- 
situation.  The  inferior  petrosal  sinus  pressed  look ;  pulse  120.  She  had 
was  similarly  affected,  and  coagula  were  afterwards  rigors  and  pain  in  the  occi- 
found  in  some  of  the  larger  veins.  It  put.  Pulse  varied  from  120  to  84,  and 
is- impossible  to  say  how  &  the  inflam-  subsequently  from  120  to  140,  in  the 
matory  products  extended  downwards  course  of  the  day.  There  was  occa- 
into  the  jugular  vein ;  but  in  sawing  sional  delirium  and  coma,  but  she  was 
out  the  temporal  bone  a  quantity  of  sensible  when  roused,  and  answered 
purulent  matter  escaped  ftom  the  in-  questions  distinctly,  until  a  few  minutes 
cisions  in  the  neck,  and  was  supposed  before  death. 

to  have  emanated  from  a  deep-seated  Inspection, — Left  lateral  sinus  full  of 

abscess  in  that  region.-    The  patient's  pus  and  caseous  matter ;  its  coats  were 

relatives  would  not  allow  the  examina-  thickened,   and  its  inner  surface  was 

tion  of  the  thoracic   and    abdominal  dark  coloured,  irre^lar,  and  fungous ; 

viscera ;  but  it  is  almost  certain  that  at  one  part  the  cavity  was  nearly  obli- 

the  pleuree  had  become  sympathetically  terated.    A  portion  of  bone  was  carious 

inflamed  after  the  formation  of  secon-  in  the  course  of  the  left  lateral  sinus, 

dary  abscesses  in  the  lungs,  and  that  and  the  auditory  canals  were  extensively 

the  same  lesions  would  have  been  found  diseased, 

as  in  the  case  first  related.  III. — Dr.  Bright*. — A  baker,  who 

I  have  already  adverted  to  Hooper's  had  lost  a  portion  of  his  palate  from 

case  of  disease  of  the  lateral  sinus,  in  syphilis,  was  seized  with  severe  pain  in 

connection  with  purulent  otorrho^a  and  right  ear,  and  some  bloody  matter  was 

caries  of  the  temporal  bone.     After  the  discharged  from  it  with  relief.    The  left 

most  careful  research,  I  have  only  dis-  ear  afterwards  became  worse  than  the 

covered  four  examples  of  this  compli-  right,  and  for  seventeen  nights  before 

cation  recorded  by  other  writers,  and  entering  Guy's  Hospital  he  was  in  a 

as  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  state  of  frenzy  from  pain  in  the  head, 

obscure  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  give  Was  tranquil  during  tne  day,  but  noisy' 

a  very  brief  analysis  of  each  of  these  and  restless  during  the  night.      His 

cases.  answers    were    frequently  incoherent. 

I. — ^Dr.     Abercrombie*. — A    young  He  was  able  to  help  himself  out  of  bed, 

lady,  aged  15,  who  had  long  been  sub-  and  two  days  before  his  death  sat  by 

ject  to  purulent  otorrhoea,  was  affected  the  fireside. 

with  rigors,  headache,  and  pain  in  the  Inspection  — Sloughing   abscess   be- 

ear,  with  quick  pulse  and  foul  tongue,  hind  left  ear.       Ventricles  of  brain 

In  a  week  afterwards  an  abscess  formed  slightly  distended  with  serosity.      The 

in  the  mastoid  region,  and  a  quantity  of  lateral  and  petrosal  sinuses  were  filled 

foetid  pus  was  evacuated  by  puncture,  with  dark  ill-conditioned  pus,  which 

with  some  relief  to  the  headache.  Pulse  ran  up  to  the  sella  turcica,  filling  both 

varied  from  148  to  84  in  the  course  of  the  cavernous  sinuses  and  the  circular 

the  day.    Was  then  seized  with  pain  in  sinus.    The  jugular  vein  was  found  full 

. ____««-__««.„_-_«_  of  unhealthy  green  pus,  till  it  joined  the 


*  Abercrombto  on  DiaetMi  of  tbe  Brain,  pp. 


*  Bright,  Medical  Reports,  vol.  ii.  p.  66. 
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subclavian;  and  its  coats  were  thick,  dura  mater  may  exist  in  a  chronic  Ibrm, 

opaqae,  and  green,  with  a  deposit  of  without  occasioning  other  disorders  of 

fiorinous  matter.  A  mass  of  lint,  sodden  the  vital  functions  than  might  be  ac- 

with  fcetid  pus,  was  fotmd  in  the  upper  counted  for  hy  co-existing  disease  of 

and  back  part  of  pharynx.      Several  the  brain  or  its  membranes.     In  the 

abscesses  m    both  lungs,   containing  patient,  mentioned  by  Ribes,  who  had 

dark  green  foetid  pus.      Efiusion    of  been  for  years  subject  to  epUepajr  and 

lymph  in  pleune  ana  pericardium;  right  temporary  fits  of  insanity,  the  lateral 

costal  pleura  gangrenous.  sinus  contuned  false  membrane,  but  no 

Dr.  Bright  remarks  that  the  disease  pus,  and  one  of  the  meningeal  veins 

of  the  ear  probably  owed  its  origin  to  was  greatly  enlarged  and  varicose:    a 

the  irritation  caused  by  the  corrupt  nuiss  similar  condition  of  the  middle  cerebral 

of  lint  in  the  phar3rnx.  vein  was  also  observed  in  the  case  re- 

IV. — ^Dr.  Stokes*. — A  boy,  of  stru-  lated  by  Gendiin.      In  general,  how> 

mous  habit,and  long  subject  to  otorrhcea,  ever,  it  is  probable  that  the  pus  secreted 

was  attacked,  after  exposure  to  cold,  in  the  sinuses  is  transported  directly 

with  severe  pain  behind  one  of  his  e^es.  into  the  current  of  the  circulation,  con* 

When  he  came  to  the  Meath  Hospital  taminating  the  vital  fluid,  and  giving 

he  was  screaming  with  agony,  but  had  rise  to  those  lesions  of  distant  organs  so 

neither  delirium  nor  conviusion.     A  frequently  found  in  connection  with  a 

distinct  tumor  formed  in   the   upper  primary  phlebitis.  Although  it  is  to  be 

portion  of  the  neck,  about  an  inch  and  regretted  that  in  most  of  uie  cases  al- 

a  half  behind  mastoid  process,  and  was  ready  cited  the    line  of  demarcation 

at  first  supposed  to  arise  from  periostitis  between  the  diseased  and  healthy  por- 

of  the  base  of  the  skull ;  but  on  making  tions  of  the  jueular  vein  was  not  care- 

an  incision,  no  matter  could  be  dis-  fullv  examined,  there  is  no  want  of  facts 

covered.    Ear  continued  to  discharge  to  demonstrate  that  in  many  cases  of 

foetid  pus.    Patient  died  delirious.  suppurative  phlebitis  there  is  no  obstacle 

Irupection^^'Brhin   and    membranes  to  me  direct  intermixture  of  the  pos 

natural.    In  the  left  lateral  sinus  was  a  with  the  circulating  fluid.    I  have  seen 

quantity  of   extremely  fcetid   matter,  the  brachial   veins  filled   with    pus, 

of  an  almost  cheesy  consistence,  and  and    terminating    abruptly    in      the 

mixed  with  blood,  and  a  communica-  axiUary  ;  the  omy  appearance  at  the 

tion  was  discovered  between  it  and  the  point  of  union  being  a  leaden    grey 

internal  ear,  the  bones  of  which  were  discoloration  of  the  lining  membrane 

carious,  and  its  cavity  filled  with  the  of    the   diseased   vein.      If  it    weie 

same  kind  of  pus.  necessary  to    adduce    other  facts  of 

This  case  is  adduced  by  Dr.  Stokes  the  same  nature,    I  need  only  refer 

as  a  curious  example  of  oedema  of  the  to  the  careful  dissections  by  my  friend 

external  parts,  depending  on  deep-seat-  Mr.  Douglas  *,  of  Glasgow,  recorded 

ed  disease.  These  are  the  only  complete  in  his  excellent  dissertation  on    the 

cases  of  phlebitis  of  the  cerebral  sinuses  Patholo^  of  Secondar]^  Abscesses.     I 

following  disease  of  the  ear  with  which  *  have  insisted  more  particularly  on  this 

I  am  acquainted.     Another  example  of  point,  in  consequence  of  the  views  lately 

this  ejection   was   observed   bv   Dr.  promulgated  by  M.  Tessierty  of  Paris, 

Stark,   of  Edinburgh,    and  is  oriefly  m  which  he  maintains  that  the  first 

alluded  to  by  Dr.  Craigieti  in  his  recent  phenomenon  observed  in  every  case  of 

work  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine ;  the  phlebitis  is  the  obliteration  of  the  vein 

temporal  bone  was  carious,andthe  lateral  by  a  coagulum ;  and  that  a  suppurative 

sinus,  from    the  torcular  downwards,  is  limited  by  an  adhesive  ^uebitb  in 

through  the  right  jugular  vein,  as  far  as  every  stage  of  the  disease.    In  the  first 

the  subclavian,  was  thickened  and  filled  case  described  in  t)us  paper,  we  have 

with    Ivmph,    purulent   matter,    and  witnessed  an  apparent  confirmation  of 

clots  of  blood.     The  brain  was  also  the  opinions  or  M.  Tessier;   we  have 

diseased.  seen  tne  obliteration  of  the  lateral  sinus 

In  reviewing  the  details  of  the  preced-  by  lymph  and  false  membrane  at  the 

ing  cases,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  torcular  Herophili,  while  at  die  other 

inflammation    of  the  sinuses   of  the      . 


«  On  Fhlebitb,  Glugoir.  I«U. 
*  Loud.  Med.  and  Sarr.  Jcmrnal,  vol.  v.  p.  679.        t  L^E^pdricnce^  Jownsi  de  lf6L  Nos.  SB,  41, 
t  Pnctice  of  Physic,  vfl.  ii.  p.  S60.  46, 99,  Puis,  18SS. 
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pittremity  of  that  vessel  the  cavity  is  served  in  some  examples  of  disease  of 

blocked  up  by  an    adherent    bloody  the  Literal  sinus,  and  in  many  cases  of 

coagulum.    Here,  then,  we  haye  a  cir-  ramollissement    and    abscess    of  the 

cumscribed  phlebitis,  in  which  the  pus  brain,  is  not  in  some  degree  connected 

contained  in  the  inflamed  vein  cannot  with  obstruction  of  the  ophthalmic  and 

possibly  communicate  with  the  current  other  veins 

of  the  circulation.     How  then  are  we  In  conclusion,  I  have  very  few  re- 

to   account  for  the  formation  of  the  marks  to  make  on  the  treatment    of 

secondary  abscesses  in  the  lungs,  and  chronic  purulent  otorrhoea.    Issues  and 

the  purulent  efiusion  into  the  pleural  blisters  at  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 

cavities  ?    Are  we  to  believe  in  the  ex-  frictions  with  tartar  emetic  ointment 

istcnce  of   an  undiscovered  phlebitis  over  the  mastoid  process,  have  been 

in  some  other   organ  ?    or  to  admit  recommended ;    but  in  the  more  ad- 

with  Andral,  Tessier,  and  others,  that  vanced  stages  of  the  disease  all  means 

these  lesions  are  to  be  ascribed  to  a  generallv  prove  unavailing.     Perfora- 

pathologicid  alteration  of  the  circulating  tion  of  tne  mastoid  process  was  formerly 

fluid,  independent  of  any  primary  in-  resorted  to  in  the  chronic  form  of  this 

flammation    of   the   venous    system  ?  affection,  but  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 

The  rejection  of  the  former  hypothesis  unfavourable  issue  of  tnis  operation  in 

docs  not  necessarily  imply  the  adoption  three  cases  in  which  it  was  performed 

of  the  latter.    There  is  certainly  more  by  Itard,    it  has  now  fallen  into  dis- 

than  mere  coincidence  in  the  relation  credit.    The  operation,  however,  is  not 

between  phlebitis  and  the  formation  of  so  extremely  oangerous  as  is  generally 

secondary  abscesses  j  and  it  is  not  suffi-  supiwsed.  M.  Dezeimeris*  has  recently 

cient  for  M.  Tessier  to  have  shewn  that  examined  the  principal  cases  on  record, 

discrepancies  exist  between  the  theories  and  states  as  tne  result  of  his  researches 

of  Dance  and  Cruveilhier  as  to  the  that  the  operation  has  been  performed 

period  at  which  the  pus  enters  the  on  nine  individuals,  and  in  some  of 

circulation ;  but  he  must  prove,  what  is  these  it  was  done  on  both  sides ;   so 

contrary  to  observation,  that  the  ob-  that  we  have  altogether  fourteen  cases 

Btructing  clot  is  found  in  the  vein  in  of  perforation.    One  patient  died ;  in 

every  case  of  suppurative  phlebitis.  two  cases  the  operation  did  not  succeed; 

when  we  reflect  that  the  sinuses  in  two  there  was  only  a  mitigation  of 

cease  to  be  traversed  by  blood  during  the  symptoms,  and  in  nine  the  opera- 

the  inflammation  of  their  parietes,  we  tion  was  completely  successful. 

are  naturally  led  to  inauire  in   what  

manner  is  the  venous  blood  returned 

from  the  brain  ?    This  problem  is  in-  SOME  REMARKS 

gjeniously  solved  by  Cruveilhier  •.    He  on 

shews  that  the  cerebral  veins,  although  STRABISMUS, 
distinct  at  their  termination  in    the 
sinuses,  anastomose  freely  with  each 
other  at  their  origins,  and,  being  desti- 
tute of  valves,  they  may  be  substituted 

one  for  another;   so  that,  in  order  to  ^  '*'  ^*''<>»'  9fthe  Medical  Gazette, 

intercept  the  venous  circulation  of  the  Sir, 

brain,  we  must  have  complete  oblitera-  ip  you  consider  the  inclosed  remarks 

tion  of  all  the  sinuses.     He  succeeded  upon  a  subject  already  so  hacknied, 

in  rendering  the  superior  longitudinal  worthy  of  perusal,  their  insertion  in 

sinus  impervious  in  a.  dog ;   but  the  your  periodical  will  oblige  me. 

animal  experienced  no  bad  effect  from  I  am  sir 

the  obstruction.    This  free  communica-  Your  obedient  servant, 

tion  existing  between  the  cerebral  veins  q^  Badcltffe  Hall. 

may,  perhans,  axicount  for  the  absence  Mtnchetter,  Jm.  4,  iS4i. 
of   hirmorrhage    and  serous   eflusion 

in  most  of  the  recorded  cases  of  inflam-  Having  made  notes  of  upwards  of 

mation  of  the  sinuses  of  the  dura^ater  j  two  hundred  cases  of  strabismus,*  upon 

and  it  is  a  subject  worthy  of  inquiry,  which  I  have  operated  durine  the  last 

whether  the  symptomatic  cpdema  ob-  three  months,  I  venture  to  nope  that 

•  Anatomie  Patbolo^que,  Us.  8.  •  L»Exp<ri«nce,  Joor.  de  M«.  P*rU,  ISSS. 
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^e  following   observations    may  not  in  one ;  a  habit  of  looking  at  the  sun* 

prove  alto^tner  uninteresting.  in  two ;  crush  from  a  cart-wheel  ^ing 

Of  two  nundred  cases,  the  left  eye  over  the  orbit,  in  two;  amaarosis,  in 

was  exclusively  affected  in  one  hundred  two ;  imperfect  cataract,  in  three ;  ex> 

and  ten  persons;  the  right  eye  in  seventy-  posure  during  infancy  to  the  light  and 

one  J   both  eyes  together  in  nineteen,  heat  of  a  blazing  fire,  in  three. 
In  one  hunared  and  three  instances,        3.  Imitation  of  a  squinting  person, 

the  strabismus  was  single  convergent  in  thirty-nine ;  watching  the  motion  of 

of  the  left  eye ;  in  sixty -five,  single  con-  a  shuttle,  in  one ;  voluntarily  trying  to 

vergentof  the  right  eye  j  in  seven,  single  squint,  in  one ;  a  habit  of  looking  at  a 

divergent  of  the  left  eye ;  in  six,  single  scar  on  the  eye-brow,  in  one ;  at  a  scar 

divergent  of  the  right  eye  j  in  nineteen,  on  the  nose,  in  two ;  at  a  scar  on  the 

doubfe  convergent.  chjeck,  in  two ;    at  a  small  encysted 

Age  of  the  patients. — From  two  to  tumor  at  the  inner  canthus,  in  one ; 
three  years,  one ;  from  three  to  four  at  a  small  neevus  in  the  same  situation, 
years,  three ;  from  four  to  eight  years,  in  one;  at  a  mole  on  the  nose,  in  one; 
eleven ;  ^om  eight  to  fifteen  years,  a  habit  of  sucking  the  thumb,  and  look- 
forty-eight  ;  from  fifteen  to  twenty  ing  stedfastly  at  it,  at  the  same  time,  in 
years,  forty-four ;  from  twenty  to  thirty  one ;  holding  the  head  sideways  whilst 
years,  fifty-eight ;  from  thirty  to  forty  knitting,  in  three, 
years,  twenty-six;  from  forty  to  fifty  4.  Measles,  in  four;  small-pox,  in  six. 
years,  five ;  from  fifty  to  sixty  years,  5.  Severe  burns  of  the  abdomen,  in 
three ;  sixty-two  years,  one.  two. 

Duration  of  the  strabismus, — From  In  four  instances,  I  was  assured  that 
one  to  thre^ years,  in  seven  cases;  from  the  squint  was  congenital.  In  the  re- 
three  to  six  years,  in  eleven ;  from  six  maining  cases  of  the  two  hundred,  no 
to  ten  years,  in  twenty ;  from  ten  to  causes  were  assigned, 
fifteen  years,  in  forty-one;  from  fifteen  Under  the  first  set  of  the  above,  are 
to  twenty  years,  in  forty-nine;  from  included  cases  in  all  of  which,  probably, 
twenty  to  thirty  years,  in  thirty-two ;  the  strabismus  occurred  consecutively 
from  thirty  to  forty  years,  in  twelve ;  to  some  affection  of  the  brain.  From 
from  forty  to  fifty  years,  in  six ;  from  the  Anatomical  relations  of  the  vessels 
fifty  to  sixty  years,  in  one ;  sixty-one  and  nerves  within  the  cranium,  Mr. 
years,  in  one.  In  the  remaining  twenty  Lucas  has  well  remarked,  we  may  ac- 
cases,  the  duration  could  not  be  ascer-  count  for  many  of  those  cases  of  stra- 
tained.  bismus  which  follow  determinations  of 

Causes. — Under    this    head,    I    am  blood  to  the  brain.    The  nervus  abdu- 

obliged  to  enumerate  the  circumstances  cens  is  more  especially  in  close  conti- 

assigned  and  believed  to  be  the  causes  guity  to  several  important  blood-vessels, 

of  strabismus  by  the  patients  themselves.  During  the  long-continued  paroxysms 

or  their  parents,  without  being  able  to  of  hooping-cough,  and  in  the  convul- 

vouch  for  the  correctness  of  me  testi-  sive  strug^es  of  epilepsy,  the  cerebral 

mony,  except  where  physical  conditions  circulation  must  be  obstructed,  and  we 

•yet  remained  to  substantiate  the  opinions  cannot  feel  surprise  that,  as  one  of  the 

given.  effects  of  congestion,  strabismus  should 

1 .  Convulsions  during  infancy,  in  occasionally  result.  It  may  also  happen 
nine  cases  ;  falls  on  the  head,  in  seven ;  in  these  cases,  that  the  retina  of  the 
severe  concussion  of  the  brain,  in  one ;  affected  eye  has  itself  suffered  from  the 
difficult  dentition,  in  three ;  hooping  disordered  circulation,  and  thus  a  dif- 
cough,  in  two;  intestinal  worms,  in  ferenceof  visual  power  in  the  two  orsnins 
three  ;  epilepsy,  in  two ;  a  severe  has  arisen.  Compression  of  the  sixth 
thrashing,  in  one ;  excessive  fright,  in  nerve  in  any  part  of  its  course,  or  at  its 
one.  origin,   as   in  apoplexy,  hsemorrhage 

2.  Ophthalmia  which  had  left  no  from  fracture  of  the  skull,  &c.,  so  long 
opacities,  in  fourteen;  opacity  of  the  as  it  affects  no  part  of  the  thiid  nerve, 
cornea,  in  five ;  opacity  said  to  have  will,  of  course,  by  inducin|^  paralysis, 
existed  formerly,  in  one ;  wound  of  the  occasion  convergent  strabismus.  In 
cornea,  by  a  stocking  needle,  in  two ;  cases  of  cerebral  hsmorrhage,  there 
by  a  fork,  in  one ;  by  a  thorn,  in  two ;  is  often  a  temporary  squint,  which  dis- 
biow  on  the  eye,  in  five ;  burn  of  the  appears  as  soon  as  the  origin  of  the 
eye  from  a  piece  of  metal  flying  into  it,  nerve  supplying  the  antagonist ,rausclte 
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has  become  affected  by  the  effusion,  ably.     The  habit  of  squinting  once 

A  few  j^ears  ago,  I  saw  an  interesting  formed,  interstitial  changes  of  the  mus- 

exemplification  of  this.   Samuel  Beech,  cles  engaged  result,  the  over-acting  one 

a  butler,  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  being  not  unfrequently  hypertropnied, 

what  is  generally  miscalled  determina-  whilst  it  is  rather  assumed  tnan  demon- 

tion  of  blood  to  the  head.     On  one  of  strated  that  the  other  is  in  an  opposite 

these    occasions,    I   accompanied    my  condition. 

father  to  see  him.     He  had  nad  several  Causes  residing  in  the  eye  itself  must 

threatening  symptoms  of  apoplexy,  but  act  in  different  ways  in  the  production 

ccmld  oonverse,  though  with  some  hesi-  of  strabismus.    Wnen  a  mechanical  im- 

tation.    After  losing  twenty  ounces  of  pediment  obstructs  the  passage  of  Hght 

blood,  he  fainted  :  on  his  recovery  from  through  the  pupil,  except  in  a  certain 

this,  he  was  found  to  have  lost  all  power  p(»sition  of  the  eyeball,  any  variety  of 

of  distinct  utterance ;   his  mouth  was  squint  may  result  from  the  instinctive 

slightly  drawn  towards  the  right  side,  effort  of  the  individual  to  accommodate 

his  tongue  when  protruded  was  directed  his  eye  to  the  rays  of  light :  e.  g.  dense 

towards  the  left,  and  both  eyes  pos-  opacities  of  the  cornea,  capsular  cata- 

sessed  the  proper  visual  axes,  although  ract  where  a  portion  has  been  removed, 

the  left  eye  had  previously  been  affected  detachment  of  the  ciliary  border  of  the 

with  convergent  strabismus  for    fifty  iris    with  obliteration  of  the  natural 

years.     As  he  gradually  recovered  com-  pupil  from  injunr,  a  partially  depressed 

mand  over  the  facial  ani  lingual  muscles,  opaque  lens  hall  blocking  up  the  pupil, 

the  squint  returned,  so  that  in  about  six  &c.    When  the  strabismus  is  occasioned 

weeks,  the  defect,  together  with  com-  by  ophthalmic  inflammations,  it  may 

plete  power  of   speech,   was    re-esta^  arise  from  the  cornea  of  the  affected 

ulishea.     In  this  case,  there  was  pro-  eye  being  directed  upwards  and  in- 

bably  sonic  slight  effusion  producing  wards  so  as  to  exclude  the  light  as 

palsy  of  the  third  motor  nerve,  portio  much  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time, 

dura,  and  lingual  nerve  of  the  left  side,  as  Dr.  Mackenzie  observes,  to  lessen 

The  squint  ansing  from  partial  paralysis  friction  from  motion  of  the  eyelids, 

of  tlie  rectus  extemus  ocuh,  or  else  I  have  seen  four  cases  of  double  con ver- 

from  an  hypertrophied  state    of   the  gent  strabismus,  where  the  patient  at- 

rectus  intemus,  would  no  longer  exist  tributed  the  defect  to  having  had  sore 

when  a  palsied  condition  of  the  anta-  eyes   for  a  considerable  time  durin? 

gonistic  muscles  destroyed  their  over-  childhood ;  the  disease,  from  generm 
alanced  power.  In  proportion  as  the  marks  of  scrofula,  having  been,  I  pre- 
cause  of  tnis  last  parafysis  wi:s  removed,  sume,  strumous  > ophthalmia.  In  many 
the  adducting  muscles  regained  their  instances  of  strabismus,  the  central  part 
former  superiority.  of  the  cornea  has  appeared  slightly 
When  strabismus  depends  on  irrita-  nebulous ;  here  the  obliquity  must  cer- 
tion  of  some  distant  part,  as  where  it  is  tainly  be  ascribed  to  other  effects  of  in- 
caused  by  constipation,  worms  in  the  fiammation  than  the  slight  haziness  it 
intestinal  canal,  irritation  of  the  fifth  has  left.  When  one  eye  is  inflamed 
pair  of  nerves  in  dentition,  or,  as  it  is  for  a  length  of  time,  its  retina  becomes 
stated,  by  severe  bums  of  the  abdomen,  morbibly  sensitive,  partly  from  sympa- 
— ^the  whole  nervous  system  becomes  thy  with  the  tissues  more  especially 
morbidly  sensible,  and  more  or  less  the  seat  of  disease,  and  partly  from  the 
diseased  action  is  often  set  up  in  the  prolonged  exclusion  of  light,  so  that, 
brain,  as  proved  by  the  occasional  when  once  more  exposed,  the  natural 
occurrence  of  effusion  in  such  cases,  if  stimulus  proves  too  powerful,  and  the 
neglected.  We  can  do  little  more  than  eve  is  habitually  inverted;  just  as,  when 
surmise  whether  the  over-action  of  the  the  power  of  the  retina  is  suddenly  im- 
adducting  muscle  arises  in  the  first  in-  paired,  as  bv  looking  at  the  sun,  the 
stance  from  spasmodic  contraction,  or  other  eye  being  closed,  by  amaurosis  of 
from  impaired  coi) tractile  power  of  the  one  eye  occumng  rapidly,  or  by  one  of 
nMuctor.  But,  it  is  certain  that,  in  the  eyes  of  an  infant  being  exposed  to 
the  majority  of  cases,  after  some  years  a  bright  fire,  it  is  turned  out  of  the  pro- 
have  elapsed,  the  overpowered  muscle  per  axis,  to  prevent  the  impression  made 
is  only  weaker  than  its  antagonist,  not  upon  it  from  confusing  tnat  conveyed 
completely  paralysed,  though  the  de-  to  the  sensoriumby  the  more  perfect 
gree  of  deficiency  varies  very  consider-  organ.    I  have  not  seen  a  case  or  diver- 
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gent  strabisinits    from  any    of   these  him  to  read  small  print,  the  focal  dis- 

causes.  tance  of  the  two  was  found  to  differ. 

Blows  on  the  eye  may  lead  to  stra-  The  degree  to  which  the  eye  could 

bismus  either  by  the  inflammation  they  be  everted  in   convergent  strabismus;, 

occasion,  or  by  injur)'  to  the  retina  on  closure  of  the  other,  varied  from  very 

from  the  mere  concussion  of  the  eye-  slight,  to  apparently  complete  abduc- 

ball.     Muscles  habitually  called  into  tion. 

action  gradually  obtain  an  increase  of       Operation  and  Us  results, — I  have  seen 

power  at  the  expense  of  their  antago-  no  reason  to  change  the  mode  of  ope- 

nists.    The  tendency  to  copy  abnormal  rating    I  have  previously  described- • 

muscular  actions,  so  strong  m  children,  The  time  occupied  is  so  short,  the  ope< 

is  manifest  in  chorea,  epilepsy,  and  hys-  ration  almost  free  from  pain,  and  its 

teria,  and  we  can  scarcely  hesitate  to  effects  so  little  to  be  feared,  that  at  the 

admit  imitation  as  an  occasional  cause  desire  of  the  patient  I  have  not  hesitated 

of  squint.    In  one  familv,  where  the  to  perform  it  in  some  cases  where  the 

mother  squinted,  each  of  ner  Hve  chil-  probability  was  against  ultimate  suc- 

dren  presented  a  similar  defect ;  in  ano-  cess,     A  slight  opacity  of  the  cornea  is 

ther,  where  the  father,  who  was  much  not  a  decided  contra-mdication  to  the 

from  home,  was  the  subject  of  strabismus,  operation.     Jane  Jones,   set.  36,   had 

not  one  of  his  seven  children  acquired  conver^^ent  strabismus  of  the  left  eye, 

it.     In  many  instances,  several  children  with  slight  opacity  on  the  upper  part  of 

in  the  same  family  have  liad  squints,  the  cornea.    The  operation  was   per- 

which,  if  we  credit  the  testimony  of  formed  on  Oct.  3d  lut.    Dec.  28th  her 

the  parents,  the  younger  *  learnt'  from  eyes  are  perfectly  straight,  their  move- 

the  elder  child.     I  was  unable  to  ascer-  ments  accord,  and  the  previously  im- 

tain  any  other  cause  than  the  one  as-  paired  vision  of  the  left  eye  has  become 

signed  in  every  case  enumerated   as  much  improved, 

occasioned  by  imitation.  Unless  forewarned,  patients  are  often 

I  have  not  seen  an  instance  of  diver-  alarmed  by  the  double  visipn    which 

gent  strabismus  produced  by  the  habit  usually  occurs  after  the  operation.     It 

of  directing  the  eye  towards  some  per-  generally  lasts  from  one  to  three  weeks, 

sonal  mark  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  but  in  one  instance  two  months  elapsed 

In  measles  and  small-pox,  the  con-  before  this  troublesome  symptom  finally 
junctiva  participates  more  or  less,  and  disappeared.  In  another  case,  the  pa- 
strabismus  may  occur  from  one  eye  tient  was  so  much  annoyed,  that  in 
having  suffered  a  higher  degree  of  in-  order  to  pursue  her  avocations  she  was 
fiammation  than  the  other ;  or,  in  va-  obliged  to  tie  a  bandage  over  one  eye ; 
riola,  from  a  pustule  having  left  a  cor-  and  thus  prolonged  the  evil.  In  this 
neal  opacity.    But  without  any  dense  case  the  operation  had  been  performed 

opacity  of  the  cornea,  there  is  occasion- —  - 

afiy,  after  simdl-pox    a  more  or  less  ^„"t'i,°'1ii.Sj?;?35;Srr?'S5:'?Sfr.'Sl!:  Sf, 

opaque  condition  of  the  capsule  Ot  the  informs  us  that  thoujfh  he  succeeded  beyond  his 

lens  ;  or,  without  this,  considerable  im-  ^opc »«  banishinff  the  necessity  of  the  hook,  by  the 

nairmonf  nf  visinn  •    an   that    in  srnnp  new  speculum  which  he  invented,  he  has  since  per- 

pairment  Ol  vision;    so  mar,  m  some  formed  the  operation  with  only  scalpel  and  torcep«, 

cases,  It  IS  probable  that  innammation  which  he  has  no  doubt  "will  outli  veall  the  schemes 

impUcates  the  deeper-seated  structures,  E?f^i."  *n\»f<wn  words,  "  Thus  doinr  away 

K-,      .    .      .          ^. ^f^„««„««« !  with  DieflTenbach's  and  a  variety  of  other  hooks, 

and  by  mjunng  vision  ot  one  eye  more  my  own  speculum,  and  even  the  probe,  as  unne<«&! 

than   of  the   other,  may  give   rise   to  cessary.  *  *  *  How  infinitely  simple  this  plan 

fitnLhismus      In  thrp(>  infitanceR  whprp  >«  to  any  oneproposed,  and  how  much  Ie»«  liable  to 

siraoismus.     in  inree  insiances,  wnere  mischief  than  even  that  of  thecelebratedGuerin/* 

the  eyes  appeared  perfectly  healthy  m  I  confess  the  plan  I  have  always  adopted  of  asin^ 

structure,  the  squint  was  attributed  to  one  pair  of  scissarsand  a  common  forceps  only, 

a  habit  of  constantly  looking  at  a  deep  ;:^^!S?'.1.rXr'.rSSh°n'<iS?^L.V"f«;'^.^ 

pit  left  on   the  side  of  the  tip    of  the  whilst  any  surireon  who  has  witnessed  both,  will 

nosp  acknowledge  that  it  is  far  safer,  quicker,  more 

T                            X.   i.  i.         *i.             ^      r  Woodless  and  le^  painful,  than  any  operation  for 

In  every  case  but  two,  the  power  of  strabismus  with  the  scalpel.    With  the  kniffe', 

vision  of  the  squintini?  eye  was  more  or  ^^^^  >•  more  dancer  of  letting  out  the  humors  of 

1  <>fifl  i mnn i rt»A     Ortniiisinn i  1 1  v  f  h P  Tmti i»n t  *?*  ®y®  ****"  yro\M  be  supposed  from  the  descrip. 

less  impaired.    Uccasionailv  tne  patient  tjon  of  the  various  modes  of  operating,  and  if ^ 

has  asserted  that  he  could  see  equally  had  mvself  been  in  the  habit  of  using  sliarp. 

well  with  both  eyes,  but  on  closing  one  Pointed  instruments,  whether  scisBar^  biatour>% 

o«^  ♦v,^  ^4.k».  w.,  i....»,«   ««^  ^^^-.ILi^^^  or  scalpel.  I  believe,  in  a  few  insUnces,  the  eAe- 

and  the  other  by  turns,  and  requesting  tau  woSd  inevitably  have  been  punctured. 
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on  Loth  eyes  at  one  time,  the  convergent  cold  applications  and  aperients,  the  pa- 

sti-abismua  being  double.    The  confu-  tient  meanwhile  following  her  usual 

sion  of  vision  after  the  division  of  both  employment. 

internal  recti  at  the  same  time,  is  greater  The  progress  of  healing  in  the  con- 

than  when  one  eye  only  is  operated  on  junctiva  depends  on  the  kind  of  wound, 

at  once ;  it  has  occurred  to  such  an  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  and  the 

extent  in  some  instances  as  to  cause  care  taken  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  eye 

felight  vertigo.    The  simple  expedient  to  cold  subsequently  to  the  operation, 

of  covering  one  eye  relieves  for  the  When    the     patient    has     been    per- 

niomcnt,  and,  sooner  or  later,  the  re-  fectly  still  during  the  operation,  and 

tinir  become  habituated  to  their  new  not,    by  a  sudden  jerk  of   the    head 

n^ative  axes,  and  the  inconvenience  when  tne  bit  ofconjunctiva  was  snipped 

disai)pear8.     When  one  eye  only  has  off,  caused  a  slight  tear  of  that  mem- 

been  subjected  to  operation,  though  ob-  brane,  possessed  of  a  good  constitution, 

jects  in  general  at  first  apjjear  double,  and  been  sufficiently  careful,  in  some 

when  viewed  in  one  particular  direc-  cases  the  wound  has  healed  in  a  week 

tion  they  appear  single.    The  direction  without  any  granulations,  though  the 

is  that  m  which  the  rays  impinge  on  redness  has  rarely  quite  disappeared 

what  was  the  visual  axis  of  the  strabis-  before  the  fifteenth  or  twentieth  day. 

mic  eye,  and  on  the  true  visual  axis  of  In  the  majority  of  patients,  the  day 

the  originally  sound  eye,  at  the  same  following  the  operation  the  conjunctiva 

time.  around  the  incision  is  red  and  swollen, 

1  he  improvement  of  vision  of  the  but  not  hot  or  painful ;  there  may  be 
previously  squinting  eye  is  usually  very  slight  ecchymosis  beneath  the  conjiinc- 
decided.  Thomas  Kaye,  cet.  14,  pre-  tiva  above,  below,  or  external  to  the 
^•^nus  to  the  operation  for  convergent  cornea,  and  the  eye  waters  if  kept  ex- 
strabismus  of  tne  left  eye,  was  unable  posed.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  a 
to  read  common  print  at  the  usual  small  prominent  granulating  body  oc- 
distance  when  the  straight  eye  was  cupies  the  site  of  the  incision,  the  con- 
dosed.  The  day  but  one  following,  he  junctiva  immediately  contiguous  alone 
could  read  the  same  book  distinctly  retaining  its  increased  vascularity,  and 
with  either  eye,  and  two  months  hav-  there  is  no  unnatural  sensibility  of  the 
ing  now  elapsed,  he  says  vision  is  eye.  After  the  third  or  fourth  week 
equally  perfect  in  both  eyes.  When  a  small  oval  button  of  granulations,  ad- 
there  nas  been  no  other  structural  afiec-  herent  by  a  slight  pedicle,  is  found  to 
tion  of  the  eye  itself  except  the  exis-  have  replaced  the  granulatin^eminence. 
tence  of  small  corneal  opacities,  in  Snipping  through  the  pedicle  is  not  nt- 
cvery  instance  vision  has  rapidly  im-  tended  with  the  slightest  pain,  provided 
proved  after  the  restoration  of  the  eye  the  patient  does  not  close  the  eyelids  upon 
to  its  proper  direction.  In  the  only  the  scissars,  and  in  a  few  davs  more  all 
cases  in  which  I  have  operated  for  redness  has  di^ppeared,  ana  a  scarcely 
strabismus,  where  large  and  dense  opa-  perceptible  fine  vertical  seam  is  the 
cities  existed,  the  nupil  of  the  aflfected  only  trace  of  the  operation.  Such  is 
eye  has  been  totally  obliterated  from  the  most  common  course,  but  occasion- 
adhesion  of  the  iris  to  the  cornea.  It  ally  the  subconjunctival  ecchymosis 
mav  be  doubted  whether  any  tiling  was  lasts  for  five  or  six  weeks ;  causing  how- 
added  to  the  personal  charms,  by  thus  ever  no  other  inconvenience  than  what 
rendering  more  prominent  an  eye  which  arises  from  its  appearance.  If  the  but- 
bore  such  evident  sequelee  of  disease ;  ton  of  granulations  is  not  removed,  it 
but,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  keeps  up  redness  of  the  inner  portion 
patient,  the  trial  was  made.  of  conjunctiva  for  an  indefinite  length 

In  one  case  only  has  erysipelas  fol-  of  time.  The  granulatioins  show  a  ten- 
lowed  the  operation.  The  woman  had  dency  to  form  a  second  time,  when  they 
been  subject  to  erysipelas  of  the  face,  are  advantageously  repressed  by  the 
Slight  pufilness,  with  redness,  and  a  nitrate  of  silver,  or  they  may  be  allowed 
tingling  sensation  of  the  right  cheek,  to  form  a  second  button,  which,  when 
api)eared  on  the  day  following  division  once  more  removed,  very  rarely  re-ap- 
of  the  rectus  internus  of  the  right  eye.  pears.  In  alx)ut  five  instances,  however. 
It  remained  stationary  for  about  a  week,  I  have  had  to  remove  granulations  three 
disappearing  without  vesication,  and  times,  before  they  ceased  to  return, 
having  had  no  further  treatment  than  The  use  of  sulphate  of  copper  or  lunar 
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caustic,  with  the  intention  of  preventing  returns  immediately  to  the  centre.    In 

luxuriant  granulations  entirely,  has  not  the  proportion  of  about  one  case  in  six, 

E roved  satisfactory.     When  the  patient  fibrous  adhesions  have  required  division 
as  been  exposed  to  cold  winds,  or  got  after  cutting  through  the  tendon.    In 
wet   immediately  after  the  operation,  one    case  only    did    the  eye    remain 
the    granulations    have    been   redder,  inverted  to  the  original  extent,  after 
slightly   bedewed  with    pus,  and  the  careful  division  of  all  the  adhesions  I 
button  longer  in  being  formed.     If  the  could  find.    As  he  could  fully  evert  the 
constitution  is  of  the  well-marked  lym-  eye,  and  as  it  was  straight  when  the 
phatic  temperament,  with  flabby  tumid  other  was  closed,  I  directed  him  to  ban- 
eyelids,   the    granulations  are  usually  dage  the  sound  eye  until  the  divided 
larger,  paler,  altogether  more  sluggish,  muscle  had   re-united,    but  have  not 
and  remain  longer  than  in  other  cases ;  seen  the  case  since  the  operation, 
and  there  is  sometimes  ecchymosis  of        In  some  instances  the  inversion  has 
the  lids,  producing  the  appearance  of  a  been  merely  lessened  immediately  after 
black  eye.     In  one  woman  of  this  class,  the  operation,  but  by  a  voluntary  effort 
though  not  the  least  difficulty  attended  the  cornea  could  be  completely  everted, 
the  operation,  the  upper  eyelid  became  and  in  the  course  of  time,  varying  from 
distended  so  rapidly  as  to  cause  the  pa-  two  days  to  three  weeks,  the  eye  has 
tient    to  remark  almost    immediately  become  perfectly  straight.    I  have  never 
that  it  felt  stiff  and  swelled.     The  next  found  the  internal  rectus  hypertrophied 
day  the  swelling  had  in  a  great  mea-  in  these  cases.    On  the  other  hand,  the 
sure  subsided,  and  in  a  fortnight  all  cornea  has  sometimes  been  everted,  but, 
traces  disappeared.  in  every  instance  I  have  seen,  has  gra- 
I  have  never  seen,  in  my  own  cases,  dually  attained  the  proper  central  axis, 
anymore  serious  affections  of  the  eye  The  longest  interval  which  elapsed  was 
from  the  performance  of  the  operation  six  weeks.     In  the  first  case,  the  over- 
than  what  I  have  above    described;  strained  rectus  extemus  was. at  first 
never  the  slightest  infiammation  of  the  unable  to  antagonise  to  the  full  extent 
cornea,  sclerotica,  iris,  or  of  the  general  the  remaining    adducting  forces,  but 
cellular  tissue  of  the  orbit.    The  greater  regained  its  power  by  degrees  :  in  the 
number  of  patients  have  been  working  second,  the  rectus  extemus  acting  too 
people,  who  have  had  the  operation  energetically,    retained  the  eye  in  a 
performed  during    their  dinner-hour,  state  of  semi-abduction,  either  until, 
and  resumed  their  occupation  in  the  having  no  opposing  force,  its  power 
afternoon.    No  lotion  has  been  appUed,  gradually  declined*  or  until  the  renewed 
but    the  eye  has  been  shaded  lor   a  attachment  of  the  internal  rectus  ena- 
Couple  of  days,  as  I  found  it  inconvenient  bled  that  muscle  once  more  to  counter- 
to  adopt,  what  I  believe  is  the  better  act  the  undue  influence  of  its  opponent, 
plan,  tne  use  of  gold-beaters'  skin  to        The  following  is  the  method  by  which 
keep  the  hds  motionless.  I  have  decided  w^hether  strabismus  af- 
In  a  young  child  the  tendon  is  very  fected  one  or  both  eyes.     If  a  patient 
delicate,  and  easily  cut  through  when  with  convergent  strabismus  is  directed 
fairly  over  the  blade  of  the  scissars,  but  to  look  straight  forwards  at  an  object 
in  older  patients  the  tendon  is  sometimes  about  three  yards  distant,  if  one  eye 
so  enlarged  as  to  offer  considerable  resis-  has  the  true  visual  axis,  being  perfect  Iv 
tance  to  the  instrument,  and  unless  the  straight  as  long  as  the  attention  is  di-> 
scissars  are  well  made,  it  is  not  divided  rected  to  the  same  object,  and  capable 
at  one  cut.    If  the  tendon  is  of  its  of  being  freely  moved  to  the  full  extent 
natural  size,  and  the  eye  can  be  fully  in  every  direction,  whilst  the  other  eve 
everted  when  the  other  is  closed,  on  is  inverted,  the  strabismus  is  single, 
division  of  th& rectus  intemus,  the  cor-  If,  however,  both  cornese  are  inverted 
nea  is  not  suddenly  abducted  to  the  undertheabovecircumstances,  although 
outer  canthus,  but  rarely  passes  more  the  inversion  of  one  eye  may  be   so 
outwardly  than  the  central  axis.    When  much  slighter  than  that  of  the  other  as 
the  eye,  on  the  contrary,  is  extremely  generally  to  have  escaped  observation, 
inverted,  and  can  scarcely  be  abducted  the  strabismus  is  double.     In  this  case, 
beyond  the  central  point,  the  tendon  is  when  one  eye  is  closed,  the  other  is 
generally  found  to  be  hypertrophied,  perfectly  straight,  but  when  both  are 
and  on  its  division  the  eye  is  almost  open,  and  the  object  of  vision  not  so 
ierked  outwardly  for  the  instant,  but  near  as  to  require  convergence  qf  wqf- 
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fected  eyes,  the  inversion,  however  une-  the  internal  rectus  of  the  left  eye  again 
quallv,  affects  both.  I  have  met  with  divided,  and  all  adhesions  cut  through, 
two  instances  in  which  the  power  of  cornea  once  more  in  the  centre,,  corn- 
vision  was  said  to  be  e^ual  in  the  two  plete  power  of  abduction,  and  only  as 
eyes,  and  either  eye  squinted  according  much  of  inversion  as  is  usual  after  a 
as  one  or  the  other  received  the  most  successful  operation, 
direct  impression  of  the  object  looked  Nov.  28tn.  —  Right  eye  perfectly 
at.  If  the  right  eye  was  covered,  and  straight  as  heretofore,  but  left  as  much 
the  left  directed  to  some  object,  on  inverted  as  before  the  last  operation, 
opening  the  right  eye  it  was  inverted,  When  the  right  eye  is  closed,  the  left 
and  remained  so  as  long  as  attention  has  its  proper  central  axis.  The  ten- 
was  directed  to  the  same  object,  the  don  of  tne  inner  rectus  of  the  right  eye 
left  cornea  being  in  the  exact  centre,  was  divided ;  it  was  much  enlarged : 
The  left  eye  being;  shut,  and  the  object  the  left  eve  instantly  became  strai  wit. 
viewed  with  the  right,  on  opening  the  Dec.  a6th.  —  Both  eyes  perfectly 
left  eye  it  was  found  to  be  inverted,  straight,  and  vision  of  tne  left  much 
whilst   the   right    remained   straight,  improved. 

Each  eye,  when  the  other  was  closed,  in  this  case  strabismus  affected  the 
could  be  freely  moved  in  every  direc-  eye  of  which  the  muscle  appeared  na- 
tion, and  when  at  rest  its  cornea  oc-  tural  in  size,  and  that  only ;  whilst  the 
cupied  the  proper  central  situation,  eye  of  which  the  rectus  internus  was 
Either  eye  converged,  one  or  other  hypertrophied  was  perfectly  straight, 
being  always,  both  together  never,  in-  Ann  Bridge,  atat.  2i. — Double  con- 
verted. Having  no  rule  for  choice  in  vergent  strabismus ;  right  eye  much  lesa 
these  cases,  in  one  I  divided  the  inter-  inverted  than  the  left,  and  ue  strongest 
nal  rectus  of  the  right,  in  the  other  in  respect  of  vision, 
that  of  the  left  eye,  and  with  equally  per-  Nov.  I  st. — Internal  rectus  of  left  eye 
feet  success.  divided.    Eye  can  be  completely  ao- 

In  three  cases  of  double  convergent  ducted,    and   appears    straight.     The 

squint,  I  operated  on  both  eyes  at  the  muscle  natural  m  size, 

same  sitting;  in  sixteen  cases  an  in-  Nov.    25th.  —  Left    eye    perfectly 

terval  of  alx>ut  three  weeks  intervened,  straight,  but  inversion  of  the  right  eye 

Both  cases  have   done    equally  well,  much  increased.    The  tendon  of  tne 

but  as  the  greater  number  desired  to  intemalrectusof  the  right  eye  was  very 

follow  their  occupation  without  inter-  much  enlai^d.    On  its  division,  the 

ruption,  it  was  generally  more  conve-  eye  was  forcibly  jerked  outwards,  and 

nient  to  operate  on  one  eye  only  at  rendered  more  prominent.    Its  cornea 

once.  remained  rather  everted  for  about  a 

In  twenty-nine  instances,  the  inver-  fortnight, 

sion,  Chough  completely  removed  for  Dec.  15th. — Both  eyes  are  perfectly 

the  time,  has  returned  after  tlie  opera-  straight,  though  the  nght,  the  one  last 

tion.     In  these  cases  I  have  performed  operated   upon,   retains    its    slightly 

the  operation  introduced  by  Mr.  Elliot,  greater  pominence. 

of  Carlisle,  of  dividing  the  internal  This  is  one  of  three  cases  of  doable 

rectus  of  the  perfectly  straight  eye,  and  strabismus,  where  the  eye,  of  which  tiie 

in  every  instance  with  complete  success,  rectus  internus  was  altered  in  size,  was 

The  first  case  of  this  kind  which  par-  least  inverted,  until  after  (^vision  of  the 

ticularly  attracted  my  attention  was  the  corresponding  muscle  of  the  opposite 

following: —    *  eye,  wnen  its  inversion  became  much 

Mary  Crawford,  set.  20;  extreme  con-  increased.     Any  explanation  of  this 

vergent  strabismus  of  the  left  eye,  of  rather  singular  fact  must  be  in  a  great 

which  the  power  of  vision  is  very  much  measure  hypothetical.    I  may  hazard 

inferior  to  that  of  the  perfectly  straight  the  following : — ^To  take  the  case  of 

right  eye.  Mary  Crawford.     Right  eye  straight, 

Oct.  20th. — On  division  of  the  inter-  with  hypertrophied  rectus   internus  j 

nal  rectus  of  the  left  eye,  the  comeie  of  left  eye  inverted,  with  inner  rectus  of 

both  were  in  the  exact  centres.  the  natural  size.    Contraction  of  the 

Nov.  15th. — The  left  cornea  is  now  rectus  eartem us  naturally  excites  a  con- 
nearly  as  much  inverted  as  ever,  but  sentaneous  action  of  the  rectus  t/ttemus 
can  be  more  completely  everted  when  of  the  other  eye.  Hence,  when  the  outer 
the  right  eye  is  closed.    The  tendon  of  rectus  of  the  right  eye  overacted,  so  to 
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Speak,  in  order,  by  antagonising  the  It  has  not  been  proved,  that  simple  divi- 

hypertrophied  internal  rectus,  to  main-  sion  of  one  of  the  recti,  where  all  the 

tain  the  cornea  of  that  eye  in  the  proper  structures  of  both  eyes  are  perfectly 

visual  axis,  it  excited  the  adducens  of  healthy,    would   cause  permanent  o\>- 

the  left    eye  to    overpower  the  non-  Uquity  of  the  injured  eye.  I  believe  the 

hypertrophied  rectus  extemus,  and  thus  squint  from  this  cause  would  be  only 

gave  rise  to  convergent  squint  of  the  temporary,  and  that  in  proportion  as 

left  eye  only.  the  cut  end  of  the  muscle  became  firmly 

John  Jones,  fictat.  24.— Right  eye  has  united  to  the  sclerotic,  would  the  eye 

been  amaurotic  sinoe  childhood.    £x-  regain  its  proper  axis ;  but  this  is  mere 

treme  convergent  strabismus  of  right  supposition. 

eye,  of  which  the  internal  rectus  was  Mary  Lyons,  letat.  27,   applied  on 

found    to    be    greatly  hypertrophied.  November  2d,  with  convergent  strabis- 

Eyes  have  remained  perfectly  straight  mus  of  the  right  eye,  the  cornea  of  the 

since  the  operation  on  the  squinting  left  eye  being  exactly  in  the  centre, 

eye.    Thus,  hypertrophy  of  the  rectus  Vision  of  the  left  eye  better  than  that 

intemus,  thougn  it  generally  produces  of  the  right.  By  operating  on  the  right 

convergent  strabismus  of  the  same  eye,  both    eyes    were    rendered    perfectly 

yet  in  some    cases  the  other  eye  is  straight. 

the  only  one  affected  with  squint.    In  Dec.  20th. — Right  eye  has  remained 

the  latter  case  an  operation  on  the  straight,  but  the  left  is  inverted,  though 

squinting  eye  alone  is  of  no  service,  the  not  to  the  same  extent  as  the  other  eye 

inversion  returning  as  soon  as  re-union  was  formerly.    Vision  is  now  the  best 

of  the  muscle  to  the  eveball  has  taken  in  the  right  eye.    The  internal  rectus 

place,  and  the  enlarged  internal  rectus  of  the  left  eye  being  divided,  both  eyes 

of  the  straight  eye  must  be  divided.  again  became  straight.  The  muscles  of 

In  most  of  the  cases  of  single  strabis-  both  eyes  appeared  alike  of  the  natural 

mus  in  which  the  squint  has  returned,  size. 

though  perfectly  remedied  for  the  first  This  is  one  of  several  instances  of  single 

few  &y8  after  the  operation,  there  has  convergent  strabismus,  in  which  an  ope- 

been  no  aaparent  deviation  from  the  ration  on  the  strabismal  eye  has  merely 

natural  condition  of  the  internal  rectus  substituted  one  sauint  for  another ;  the 

of  either  eye ;  but  the  visual  power  of  previously  straight  eye  gradually  be- 

the  afiected  eye  was  invariably  much  less*  coming  inverted  after  the  operation  on 

than  that  of  the  straight  eye.    W^hen  the  squinting  one,  though  1  have  never 

tlie  inversion  was  originally  extreme,  seen  it  equal  in  extent  the  primary  in- 

the  squint  has  always  been  somewhat  version.    Some  writers  are  of  opinion 

less  after  its  reappearance  than  before  that  in  all  these  cases  both  internal 

the  operation.    Division  of  the  muscle  recti  were  originally  affected,  but  that 

of  the  straight  eye  has  perfectly  sue-  the  eye  least  inverted  escm>ed  notice 

ceeded  in  each  of  the  twenty-nine  cases,  from  the  defect  of  the  other  being  more 

In  eleven  the  cornea  was  slightly  everted  extreme.   When,  prior  to  any  operation, 

for  a  few  days,  but  it  invariably  resumed  one  eye  always  retains  the  proper  visual 

the   proper  situation.     I    have  never  axis  in  looking  at  an  object  placed  at  a 

practised  division  of  both  internal  recti  little  distance  in  the  front,  whilst  the 

at  one  operation,  in  single  convergent  other  remainsinverted,  and  immediately 

strabismus,  as  Mr  Elliott  has  done  {  after  the  operation  both  eyes  are  per- 

because,  as  already  stated,  in  one  instance  fee  tly  straight,  there  appears  to  be  no 

only  has  division  of  all  the  internal  ad-  just  ground  for  doubting  that  the  stra- 

hesions  of  the  squinting  eye  proved  in-  bismus  was  single,  whatever  might  be 

sufficient  to  materially  lessen  the  inver-  the  condition  of  the  muscles,  and  that 

sion  for  the  time.    So  far  from  consi-  any  subsequent  undue  convergence  of  the 

dering  that  **  the  curious  proposition  originally  straight  eye  must  be  owing  to 

of  operating  on  a  sound  eye  to  remedy  some  change  produced  by  the  operation, 

the  evil  of  its  fellow  is  too  absurd  to  In  single  convergent  strabismus,  the 

notice,"  •  I  humbly  conceive  that  great  brain  has  been  so  long  accustomed  to 

merit  is  due  to  Mr.  Elliott  for  having  take  cognizance  of  impressions  made  on 

been  the  first  to  direct  attention  to  an  the  central  point  of  one  retina  only, 

interesting  and  eminently  practical  fact,  that  when  tne  previously  oblique  or- 

gan  is  by  the  oi)eration  retained  in  the 

*  Mr  Clay,  in  the  Lancet  for  Jan.  3,  p.  497. j  proper  axis,  and  consequently  receives 
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direct  instead  of  oblique  impressions  of  from  many  objects,  and  the  other  eye 
objects,  in  proportion  as  its  power  of  consequently  accommodates  itself  to 
vision  becomes  gradually  more  acute,  correct  vision,  and  by  the  time  that  the 
the  other,  previously  straight  eye,  may  eye  last  operated  on  has  perfectly  re- 
become  more  inverted,  and  thereby  in-  covered,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  free 
capacitated  for  seeing  distinctly.  This,  motion  in  every  direction,  the  power  of 
however,  can  only  obtain  where  there  vision  of  the  first  is  so  much  improved 
was  no  physical  cause  for  diminished  that  the  two  can  act  consentaneously, 
vision  in  the  primarily  strabismal  eye,  .By  covering  the  unaffected  eye  from 
beyond  the  obliquity,  and  where  m-  the  moment  of  the  operation,  and  using 
deed  the  difference  in  the  visual  power  the  other  exclusively  for  a  week  or  two, 
of  the  eyes  is  not  extreme.  The  reason  the  same  result  may  in  some  cases  be 
why  hypertrophy  of  the  internal  rectus  obtained,  provided  the  muscles  of  the 
produces  in  one  case  single  strabismus  so-considered  sound  eye  be  natural  in 
of  the  same,  and  in  another  of  the  size.  By  this  plan,  however,  there  is 
opposite  eye  only,  and  why,  after  an  certainly  some  risk  of  inducinc^  inver- 
operation  for  single  strabismus,  the  sion  of  the  previously  straight  eye, 
defect  sometimes  returns  in  the  same,  since  as  the  vision  of  the  other  im- 
at  others  attacks  the  primarily  straight  proved  by  exercise,  that  of  the  closed 
eye,  depends,  I  conceive,  entirely  upon  eye  would  slightly  deteriorate  from 
tne  degree  of  vision  exercised  by  the  want  of  use,  and  as  soon  as  the  re- 
individual  organ.  When  the  left  eye  adhesion  of  the  divided  muscle  enabled 
has  been  inverted,  and  the  right  eye  it  to  act  upon  the  globe,  the  cornea  of 
perfectly  straight,  and  after  operating  the  closed  eye  would  be  inverted,  iust 
on  both  eyes  the  rectus  intemus  of  the  as  is  that  of  the  straight  eye  when 
right  eye  nas  been  found  hypertrophied,  covered,  in  single  convergent  strabis- 
and  that  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  mus.  Mr.  Elliot's  operation  effectu- 
power  of  vision  of  the  left  eye  has  been  ally  prevents  this, 
much  impaired,  and  has  not  improved  In  seven  cases  of  single  convergent 
after  the  first  operation  to  the  degree  strabismus,  the  cornea  was  directed 
usually  observed.  When  single  con-  diagonally  upwards  and  inwards.  Di\d- 
vergent  strabismus  re-appears  after  the  sion  of  the  internal  rectus  and  of  a  few 
operation  in  the  same  eye,  the  power  of  adhesions  posterior  to  its  insertion,  in 
vision  is  always  much  deficient  I  whereas,  four  patients,  rectified  the  inversion 
if  the  other  eye  becomes  strabismic,  and  immediately ;  in  three,  not  until  several 
the  one  primarily  affected  remains  days  had  elapsed, 
straight,  the  diminished  visual  power  In  two  instances  only  (out  of  thirteen) 
is  transmitted  along  with  the  inversion,  has  division  of  the  rectus  externus  failed 
The  rationale  of  Mr.  Elliot's  opera-  to  remedy  divergent  strabismus.  But 
tion  appears  to  me  to  be  this :— When  in  six  of  the  eleven  successful  cases  the 
the  brain  has  been  long  accustomed  to  cornea  has  only  by  degrees  attained  its 
receive  impressions  of  obli(}ue  rays  proper  situation.  I  have  not  tried  the 
from  the  centre  of  one  retina,  and  effect  of  dividing  the  rectus  externus 
direct  ones  from  that  of  the  other,  as  of  the  straight  eye,  in  the  two  cases  of 
in  single  convergent  strabismus,  there  failure. 

is  a  tendency  to  maintain  such  a  posi-  From  the  more  intimate  adhesion  of 

tion  of  the  eye-balls  as  shall  preserve  the  conjunctiva  to  the  sclerotica  near 

this  relation,  since  any  alteration  in  the  the  outer  can  thus,  I  have  never  seen  any 

impressions   conveyed  produces  more  ecchymosis,  or  granulations,  after  the 

or  less  confusion  of  perception  until  operation    for   mvergent    strabismus; 

the  sensorium  has  become  habituated  but  the  wound  has  usually  been  com- 

to  the  chang^.     If,  by  re-union  to  the  pletely  healed  in  a  few  days,  and  in  a 

globe,  the  internal  rectus   regain  its  fortnight  all  traces  of  vascularity  have 

power  of  producing  inversion    before  disappeared. 

the  brain  has  become  accustomed  to  It  w^as  a  question  whether  the  con- 
receive  impressions  made  directly  upon  traction  of  the  cicatrix  left  by  the  ope- 
the  centres  of  both  retins  without  con-  ration  for  convergent  strabismus  might 
fusion  of  vision,  the  squint  is  repro-  re-induce  inversion.  I  have  never  seen 
duced.  By  dividing  the  inner  rectus  more  of  a  cicatrix  than  a  slic^ht  linear 
of  the  straight  eye,  it  is  temporarily  seam,  except  where,  from  the  sudden 
prevented  from  receiving  direct  rays  motion  of   the    patient,    the    portion 
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of  conjunctiva  snipped  off  for  the  ad- 
mission of.  the  probe-pointed  lower 
blade  of  the  scissars  has  been  larger 
than  needfiil,  when  a  slightly  puck- 
ered appearance  has  remained,  not 
sufficient  to  attract  observation,  and  of 
course  utterly  inadequate  to  produce 
any  injurious  effect  on  the  eyeball. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  objec- 
tions urged  by  those  who  are  rather 
sceptical  as  to  the  utility  of  the  opera- 
tion:— 

1.  The  squint  returns  in  the  same 
eye,  or, 

2.  Attacks  the  previously  straight  eye. 

3.  The  previously  squinting  eye  re- 
mains too  much  everted. 

4.  The  existence  of  a  mass  of  sub- 
stance in  the  inner  canthus  forming  an 
enlarged  second  canmcle;  and  produc- 
ing an  appearance  almost  as  disagree- 
able as  tne  original  defect. 

5.  If  both  eyes  are  straight,  the  one 
that  has  been  subjected  to  operation 
remains  unduly  prominent,  giving  a 
peculiar  and  unpleasant  expression  to 
the  countenance. 

6.  Amongst  non-professionals,  there 
is  often  considerable  fear  lest  vision 
should  suffer  from  the  operation. 

I  believe  the  objections  3,  4,  and  6, 
to  be  entirely  groundless.  Reajsoning 
from  the  cases  I  have  seen,  in  single 
convergent  strabismus  of  only  moderate 
degree,  and  not  depending  on  any  phy- 
sical defect  in  the  eyes  themselves, 
division  of  the  rectus  intemus  of  the 
squinting  eye  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected to  produce  a  perfect  cure.  In 
the  majonty  of  such  cases,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  a  few  weeks  there  have 
been  no  signs  by  wliich  a  non-profes- 
sional person  would  detect  that  the  eye 
had  ever  been  inverted.  In  a  few  in- 
stances, however,  the  eye  has  continued 
to  appear  sbghtly  fuller,  though  to  a 
less  extent  than  immediately  after  the 
operation.  ^Vhen  the  inversion  is  ex- 
treme, the  patient  should  be  informed 
that  the  eye  may  perhaps  be  rather 
everted  for  a  week  or  two  after  the 
operation,  or  that  the  strabismus  may 
return  in  the  same,  or  else  affect  the 
other  eye.  In  either  of  the  latter  cases, 
division  of  the  inner  rectus  of  the  pri- 
marily straight  eye  will  permanently 
remove  the  defect.  When  both  eyes 
have  been  operated  on,  they  generrily 
appear  equally  full,  but  where  the  in- 
ternal rectus  of  one  eye  was  much  larger 
than  that  of  the  other,  the  first  eye 


is  the  most  prominent,  for  in  every  case, 
in  proportion  to  the  hypertrophy  of  the 
muscle  divided,  has  the  eyeball  pro- 
jected. 

In  double  convergent  strabismus,  an 
operation  on  the  eye  most  inverted  will 
sometimes  gradually  correct  the  undue 
convergence  of  the  other ;  more  fre- 
ouently,  both  recti  intend  must  be 
divided. 

The  following  case,  though  more  cor- 
rectly one  of  luscitas  than  of  strabismus, 
may  not  perhaps  be  devoid  of  interest. 

Nov.  9th. — Robert  Haworth,  Salford^ 
eet.  53.  Forty-five  years  since  was 
severely  crushed  by  a  flag  falling  on 
his  head.  Left  eye  is  so  much  inverted 
that  only  the  outer  portion  of  the  iris 
can  be  distinctly  seen,  two-thirds  of  the 
cornea  being  buried  in  the  inner  can- 
thus.  Has  not  the  shghtest  power  to 
evert  the  eye,  either  when  the  other  is 
open  or  closed.  He  can  discern  nothing 
when  the  straight  eye  is  closed.  As  the 
sight  of  the  nght  eye  is  failing,  he  is 
desirous  of  having  some  attempt  made 
to  improve  the  position  of  the  mverted 
one.  At  his  request,  notwithstanding 
the  assurance  that  it  was  most  probable 
that  no  benefit  would  result  from  an 
operation,  I  made  the  attempt. 

Having  snipped  off  a  small  portion  of 
the  conjunctiva  below  and  external  to 
the  cornea,  I  passed  a  bent  steel  probe 
backwards  beneath  the  eye-bail  for 
about  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and 
directing  its  point  inwards  drew  to* 
wards  me,  and  cut  through  the  interven- 
ing structures  ftom  within  outwards 
with  a  sharp-pointed  bistoury.  Being 
now  able  to  pass  the  probe  along  the 
inner  side  of  the  eyeball,  I  divided  idl 
the  adhesions  there  in  a  similar  way* 
The  eye  was  still  as  much  inverted  as 
ever.  The  probe  was  then  re-intro- 
duced into  the  incision  on  the  inner 
side  and  passed  horizontally  backwards 
to  a  considerable  depth,  its  point  being 
directed  above  the  eyeball  towards  the 
outer  canthus ;  the  mass  of  intervening 
substance  was  rendered  tense  and  cut 
through.  The  whole  of  the  cornea 
could  now  be  seen.  Two  days  suhse- 
quentljr,  the  cornea  was  nearly  but  not 
quite  m  the  centre.  With  cars,  the 
wound,  extendingthroagh  three-fourths 
of  the  conjunctiva  surrounding  the 
globe,  healed  without  any  unfavourable 
symptom.  At  the  present  date,  his  con- 
oition  isar^comea  nearly  in  the  centre, 
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eyeball  fixed,  pupil  largeV  than  that  of 
the  opposite  eye,  iris  very  sluggish; 
obscure  vision  of  that  eye,  improved  by 
the  use  of  spectacles. 

ft  may  be  questioned  whether  restor- 
ing to  its  proper  axis  an  eye,  of  which 
the  vision  is  irremediably  impaired, 
will  not,  by  confusing  the  eensorium, 
injure  rather  than  benefit  sight,  pro- 
vided the  other  eye  possesses  perfect 
vision.  In  the  above  instance,  however, 
the  visual  power  of  the  straight  eye 
having  previously  begun  to  mil,  the 
man  affirms  that  he  sees  better  than 
before  the  operation,  and  certainly  his 
personal  appearance  is  rather  improved* 


NEW  SURGICAL  INSTRUMENT. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
SirouLD  you  deem  the  following  de- 
scription of  a  new  surgical  instrument 
worthy  of  insertion  in  your  valuable 
journal,  1  shall  feel  obliged. — I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JoHH  Croxton  Foulkes. 

7,  Great  Homer  Street,  Liverpool, 
Dec.  24th,  1840. 

The  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with 
in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
urinary  organs,  particularly  those  which 
present  themselves  in  the  retention  of 
urine  from  spasmodic  or  permanent 
stricture,  must  be  familiar  to  every 
practical  surgeon.  The  increase  of 
spasm  from  the  use  of  different  sized 
instruments  often  compels  the  practi- 
tioner, without  being  able  to  afford  his 
patient  the  desired  relief,  reluctantly 
to  defer  any  further  attempt  until  the 
irritation  caused  by  the  frequent  intro- 
duction of  the  instruments  is  some- 
what relieved.  With  the  view  of  obvi- 
ating some  of  these  difficulties,  I  was 
induced  some  time  ago  to  give  an  order 
to  Messrs.  Reay  and  Robinson,  of  this 
town,  to  make  me  an  instrument  on  a 
new  principle,  which  I  beg  to  offer  to 
the  profession  as  possessing  many  ad- 
vantages over  any  other  I  nave  seen. 
Having  tested  its  utility  in  several  in- 
stances I  can  with  confidence  recommend 
use  in  many  cases  which  will  naturally  its 
6ugffei>t  themselves  when  the  principle 
of  tne  instrument  is  understood.  With- 
out further  observation,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  explain  it  by  referring  to  the 
annexed  plates.     The  catheters  are  all 


made  of  flexible  gum,  consisting  of  an 
outer  or  larger  size.  No.  12,  see  fig.  1, 

A,  9^  inches  long ;  a  middle  one,  No.  7t 
13  inches  long,  fi^.  1,  b;  and  a  small 
one,  No.  2,  16^  inches  long;  fig.  1, 
c  B,  passing  through  a,  and  a  through 
B :  the  two  larger  cases,  a  and  b,  are 
tipped  with  silver,  and  the  smaller  or 
inner,  c,  rounded  as  a  common  catheter, 
with  an  aperture  at  the  side  for  the 
escape  of  urine  ;  the  whole,  when  put 
together,  forming  a  sufficiently  round 
point  to  protect  the  urethra  from  in- 
jury :    D,  the   stilette ;    e,  the   end  of 

B,  as  when  pushed  forward  through  a  ; 
and  p  the  end  of  c,  as  when  pushed 
forward  through  b. 


Fig.  I. 


Pig.  2. 


To  be  introduced  in  the  same  manner 
n5  an  ordinary  catheter,  see   fig.   2, 
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until  it  arrives  at  the  stricture,  and  if 
we  find  that  the  outer  case,  a,  will  not 
pass,  then  the  middle  one,  b,  is  to  be 
tried  ;  and  if  the  operator  docs  not  suc- 
ceed in  getting  that  through,  the 
bmaller  one,  c,  is  to  be  passed  on  into 
the  bladder. 

The  advantages  this  instrument  pos- 
sesses in  many  cases  over  the  ordinary 
catheter  or  bougie,  are  easily  percepti- 
ble: the  larger  case  expands  the  urinary 
canal,  and  dilates  the  orifice  of  the 
stricture,  so  that  an  instrument  intro- 
duced through  it  will  find  its  way  more 
readily,  with  less  pain  to  the  patient 
and  irritation  to  the  urethra  than  are 
caused  by  the  instruments  now  in  use ; 
as  we  are  ^ith  these  obliged  to  with- 
draw one  for  the  introduction  of  another. 
The  danger  of  forming  false  passages, 
the  coiling  of  bougies,  and  the  attacks 
of  sympathetic  fever,  are  greatly  dimi- 
nished, or  altogether  avoided,  by  the  Use 
of  the  instrument  which  1  have  in- 
vented. 

SUSPENSORY  APPARATUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

Having  experienced  great  advantages 
from  the  use  of  an  apparatus  of  which 
a  diagram  is  annexed,  in  the  treatment 
of  fractures  of  the  leg,  I  am  anxious  to 
oflTer  a  brief  description  of  it  to  the 

Erofession.    The  principle  of  treatment 
y  suspension   adopted,  has  not  the 


attraction  of  novelty  for  a  recommen- 
dation,  as  several  notices  of  it  have 
appeared  in  your  pages  from  the  pen 
of     your     able     correspondent     Mr. 
Grantham.    The  only  merit,  therefore, 
which  the  subject  of  the  present  com- 
munication   can  justly   claim,  is   the 
more    convenient    adaptation    of   the 
principle     to    ordinary    practice,     a 
merit  (trifling  as  it  may  be)  the  pro- 
mulgation of  which  probably  may  be 
useful  in  inducing  others   at  least  to 
give  trial  to  a  method  of  treatment 
preferable,  in  my  estimation,  to  every 
other,  which  one  of  the  largest  casualty- 
hospitals  in  the  kingdom  nas  afforded 
-  me  an  opportunity  of  putting  into  prac- 
tice.    It  is,  however,  far  from  my  in- 
tention to  present  to  your  readers  an 
aceount  of  the  success  of  the  great 
number   of   cases  which    have   been 
treated  with  the  apparatus.     It  will  be 
sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  say,  that 
the    very    important    desideratum    of 
uniting  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
patient  to  security  of  the  limb  against 
displacement,  are  attained.  This  is  ac- 
complished by  the  great  readiness  with 
which  the  fractured  limb  follows  the 
various  motions  of  the  body,  and  on 
that  account  the  principle  of  suspension 
is  well  adapted  for  tne  treatment  of 
those  individuals  who  have  but  a  very- 
imperfect  understanding  of  the  word 
**  quietude."    The  treatment  of  frac- 
tures of  the  leg  is  alwavs  best  per- 
formed in  bed;  nor,  upon  slight  grounds, 
should  the  sanction  of  the  surgeop  be 


given  for  the  patient's  removal  from 
that  situation,  at  least  during  the  early 
stages  of  the  process  of  imion.  Yet 
the  apparatus  admits  easily  of  such 
removal,  and  with  proper  precaution 
is  capable  of  fulfilling  tne  intention  of 


the  surgeon,  if  secured  on  a  chair  in 
front  of  the  patient  when  seated,  thus 
allowing  the  urgent  calls  of  business 
to  be  better  attended  to  than  if  he  were 
in  the  recumbent  posture. 
The  apparatus  is  very  simple  in  its 
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character,  consisting  merely  of  a  leg-  around  the  whole  in  the  usual  way. 
rest,  for  which  a  long  thigh  splint,  or  This  being  satisfactorily  accomplished, 
a  narrow  board  may  in  its  absence,  the  rest,  &c.  is  suspended  by  means  of 
be  used  as  an  imperfect  substitute,  two  other  tapes,  passed  under  it  and 
two  splints,  and  a  cradle.  The  first,  over  the  middle  bar  of  the  cradle,  now 
or  leg-rest,  may  be  made  either  put  in  a  convenient  position  over  the 
of  wood  or  sheet-iron,  the  upper  surface  limb.  One  of  these  ta-pes  should  be 
of  which  is  hollow,  and  roughly  shaped  placed  near  to  the  ankle-joint,  and  the 
to  the  form  of  the  back  of  the  leg.  An  other  a  little  below  the  knee,  and  both 
oval  hole  is  made  at  its  lower  extremity  so  arranged  as  to  slide  easily  on  the 
for  the  reception  of  the  heel,  and  at  bar  above  and  the  leg-rest  beneath, 
the  upper  extremity  it  is  sloped  off  to  In  suspendingthe  apparatus  care  should 
adapt  it  to  the  verjr  trifling  angle  be  taken  that  it  be  not  elevated  too 
formed  between  the  thigh  and  leg  when  much,  since  two  inconveniences  arise 
the  latter  is  suspended.  The  rest  is  of  therefrom,  the  one  of  which  results 
sufficient  length  to  reach  from  the  foot  from  the  too  great  elevation  becoming 
to  about  five  inches  above  the  knee-  irksome  to  the  patient;  the  other  from 
joint  on  the  posterior  surface  of  the  the  suspending  tapes  becoming  too 
thigh,  and  so  fitted  to  the  ham  as  to  short  to  admit  of  the  apparatus  swing- 
afford  support  to  the  extremities  both  ing  sufficiently  easy  to  follow  the  mo- 
of  the  tibia  and  femur,  and  to  remove  tions  of  the  body.  The  only  elevation 
all  strain  from  the  ligaments  by  which  necessary  for  tne  attainment  of  the 
they  are  united.  At  the  lower  extre-  required  objects,  ^  that  which  will 
mity  is  attached  a  foot-piece  ten  inches  enable  the  rest  to  swing  without  coming 
in  length,  and  at  a  nght  an^le  with  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  bed. 
the  rest,  but  capable  of  bein^  inclined  But  this  contact  sometimes  is  caused 
to  either  side  should  the  position  of  the  by  the  sinking  of  the  cradle  on  a  soft 
foot,  which  it  is  intended  to  support,  so  bed — an  occurrence,  however,  which  is 
require.  The  rest  is  rounded  on  its  easily  obviated  by  placing  a  thin  board 
under  surface,  and  by  being  divided  in  under  it  of  a  size  somewhat  larger  than 
the  middle  into  two  parts,  which  over-  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  area  on  which 
lap  each  other,  is  capable  of  adaptation  the  cradle  rests. 

to  the  various  lengths  of  the  legs  of       The  apparatus  is  convenient  from  the 

different    individuals,    and    of   being  facility  with  which  it  admits  of  the 

securely  fastened  by  a  thumb-screw  removal  of  one  or  both  of  the  side 

placed  underneath,  when  it  has  been  splints,  and  on  that  account  it  is  as 

properly    adjusted.       The    maximum  useful  in  the  treatment  of  compound 

length  to  which  it  can  be  adjusted  is  as  of  simple  fractures,  since  change  of 

about  twenty-six  inches,  the  minimum  dressings  can  be  easily  effected.    The 

length  about  twenty-one  inches.     Its  circumstance  of  the  elevation  admits 

breadth  from  side  to  side,  at  the  upper  too  of  better  drainage  to  discharge,  so 

extremity,  is  five  inches,  and  at  the  that  the  frequent  renewal  of  di*essings 

lower  extremity  four  inches.  becomes  unnecessary.     It  also  admits 

The  two  splints  and  the  cradle,  bein^  of  examination  without  disturbance  of 
similar  to  those  in  ordinary  use,  neea  the  line  of  direction  of  the  fractured 
not  any  description.  The  latter,  how-  bone,  an  advantage  of  no  mean  import- 
ever,  should  be  made  of  iron  rod  three-  ance  which  it  possesses  over  the  me- 
eighths  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  thod  of  treatment  by  starched  ban- 
dimensions  of  the  cradles  in  use  at  the  dages,  &c.  &c.  I  must  conclude  by 
London  Hospital  are  sufficiently  ample  sayine,  that  when  once  properly  ad- 
for  the  purpose  of  suspension,  and  ad-  justed  I  have  not,  in  any  case,  of  the 
mit  of  being  covered  by  the  bed  linen,  many  treated  by  suspension,  witnessed 
They  measure  in  length  about  fifteen  the  displacement  of  the  fractured  bone, 
inches;  in  height  from  the  bed,  fourteen  even  in  instances  where  previous  dis- 
inches;  and  in  the  width  of  the  open-  placement  had  been  of  continual  occur- 
inp,  fourteen  inches.  rence  during  treatment  by  a  fixed  appa- 

In  applying   the    apparatus   to  its  ratus.  I  have  not  any  hesitation,  there- 

E roper  use,   the    leg-rest  and  splints  fore,  in  affirming  that  the  suspending 

eing  sufficiently  padded,  the  frftctured  apparatus,    as    above    described,    has 

limb  is  adjusted  on  the  former,  and  afforded  me  more  satisfaction  in  the 

secured  by  the  latter,  placed  one  on  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  leg  than 

each  side,  and  festened  by  tapes  carried  any  apparatus  I  have  hitherto  seen, 
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and  I  h&Te,  in  consequence,  thought  it  tracted  to  the  distance  of  about  three- 

a  duty  (however  trivial  the  subject  may  quarters  of  an  inch  from  its  natural 

appear  to  some)  to  oiler  it,  through  the  attachment,  but  that  it  still  remained 

medium  of  your  pages,  to  the  profession  connected  with  the  globe  by  a  strong 

at  large. — I  am,  sir,  band  of  cellular  tissue.    This  band  was 

Your  obedient  servant,  about  three  lines  in  width,  and  about  six 

J.  LciE£.  lines  in  length,  and  was  attached  to  the 

89,  Brwid  Street  BmidiDgs,  ball  of  the  eye  about  two  lines  behind 

Janoary  1841. ^^  original  insertion  of  the  muscle, 

DISSECTION  OF  CASE  AFTER  THE  ^Uj^^'^^Jf  ^?L  Irettt'fo^blv^mUed 

OPERATION  FOR  STRABISMUS.  ^pon  without  ^viW  way. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  band 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  consisted  of  the  loose  cellular  mem* 
Sia,  brane,  which  naturally  connects  the 
Enclosed  you  will  find  a  case  which  muscle  with  the  globe,  stretched  into 
may,  to  many  of  your  readers,  be  of  this  elongated  form  by  the  retraction 
some  interest,  especially  as  it  is,  as  far  ©^  ^^^  muscle,  and  afterwards  con- 
as  I  know,  the  first  which  there  has  ^^^BJf  ^  ^Y  mflammation. 
been  an  opportunity  of  examining  after  The  preparation  is  in  the  Museum  of 
the  operation  for  strabismus.  You  ^^e  Hospital,  and  I  shall  have  great 
will  perhaps  be  so  kind  as  to  publish  pleasure  m  showing  it  to  any  member 
the  case  in  your  journal,  should  you  of  the  profession  who  may  wish  to  see  it 

deem  it  to  be  sufficient  interest.  " 

I  am,  sir,  .  ON  THE 

Your  obedient  servant,  AGENCY  OF    SOUND    IN  THE 

Prescott  G.  Hewett,  httmam  fab  ♦ 

Cantor  to  the  Museum  of  St.  Geoire'i  11 U  MAIS  1.AK. 

Hospital.  ■ 

Jan.  12, 1841.  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 

George  Clarke,  set  30,  was  admitted  Si  a, 

into  St.  George's  Hospital,  under  the  I  am  again  to  offer  my  best  acknovr- 

care  of  Mr.  Babington,  on  November  ledgments  for  your  indulgence  in  ad- 

11,  1840,  for  an  ulcer  of  the  leg.     He  mitting  my  several  papers  into  your 

was  also  affected  with  strabismus  of  the  able  periooical.     I  hope  that  mjrpre- 

left  eye,  which  was  drawn  outwards,  sent  essay  may  also  be  favoured  witti  a 

tlie  deviation  being  very  considerable,  place  in  it,  although  delayed  so  much 

On  the  1st  December,  Mr.  Babington  longer  than  1  had  contemplated, 

divided  the  left  external  rectus.   Rather  1  had  entertained  expectations  that 

more  inflammation  than  usual  followed,  as  you  considered  my  observations  on 

but  this  subsided  in  a  few  days  with-  the  stethoscope  and  the   himoan   ear 

out  any  particular  treatment    At  the  merited  reception,    and  many  of  the 

time  of  the  operation  the  success  ap-  Scotch  clergy  had  previously  acknovr- 

peared  to  be  complete,  but  after  tne  ledged  that  1  had  pointed  out  practical 

subsidence  of  the  subsequent  inflam-  errors  which  occasioned  confusion  in 

mation,  it  was  evident  that  the  defect,  their  churches,  those  able  professional 

though  much  diminished,  was  not  en-  ^ntlemen  whose  illustrations  of  sound 

tirely  removed,  the  axes  of  the  two  m  the  stethoscope  led  me  to  tliis  branch 

eyes  being  not  absolutely  in  the  same  of  acoustics,  would  have  assisted  my 

direction.     The    diflference,  however,  efforts,  and  pointed  out  where  I  was  in 

was  very  slight,  and  it  gradually  les-  error;  for  errors  1  must  have  committed 

sened,  so  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible,  in  tracing  this  mazy  path,  more  espe- 

when  the  patient  was  attacked  with  cially  from  the  way  in  which  it  has  been 

inflammation  of  the  lungs,  supervening  begun  and  carried  on. ' 

on  tubercles,  and  died  on  Jan.  1st,  1841.  I  have  animadverted  on  the  opinions 

The  eye  and  its  appendages  were  and  experiments  of  some  very  distin- 

removed,  and  carefid^  dissected.     It  |^heamen,  in  no  case  from  any  selfish 

was  found  that  the  external  rectus  had  intentions,  but  solely  with  an  earnest 

been  completely  divided,  just  at  the  desire  to  arrive  at  truth,  nor  have  I  ever 

Sart  where  it  was  beginning  to  be  ten-     "r^Tl — 7~~~ -"; n:: — '^.  CT^ 

^\.  M.  A.V.          ®   1     '^^  ii»  V  J  For  ft  former  paper  on  this  subject,  by  ti»e 

mous ;  that  the  muscle  itself  had  re-  aame  ffenaenan,  sSVoL  II.  for  iwS  M«* 
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entertained  an  inclination  to  do  any-  there  are  any  material  errors,  although 

thing  for  effect,  or  to  wander  from  my  many  minute  modifications  have  neces- 

own  simple  ideas ;  endeavouring  to  ex-  sarily  hecn  introduced.     It  has   also 

plain  these  comprehensively  in  simple  been  requisite  frequently  to  repeat-  cer- 

and  unaffected  language.  tain  leading  facts  in  order  to  impress 

The  first  impression  on  my  mind  in  them  on  the  mind,  as  material  to  a 
relation  to  the  economy  of  speech  in  knowledge  of  the  multifarious  diver- 
apartments  was  to  consider  the  influence  gencies  that  must  arise,  wherever  a 
of  surrounding  solids,  and  so  satisfied  change,  however  trifling  in  matter  or 
w^as  I  of  the  evil  effects  of  glass,  that  form,  occasions  alteration  in  sound, 
the  original  pajier  I  penned  on  this  Previous  to  entering  upon  the  laby- 
subject  was  on  sound  and  light ;  ^et  on  rinth  or  internal  division  of  the  ear, 
a  reference  to  those  who  are  considered  where  the  sense  of  hearing  is  supposed 
the  best  authorities,  I  found  that  their  to  commence  in  the  acoustic  nerve,  which 
theories  rested  almost  entirely  on  the  is  immersed  in  a  limpid  fluid,  through 
mere  form  of  an  apartment,  and  even  which  sound  must  pass  to  reach  the 
where  theory  adverted  to  reflecting  nerve,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  some 
bodies  more  generally,  this  did  not  in-  further  remarks  on  external  bodies.  As 
fluence  practice,  nor  call  forth  their  at-  it  is  in  conformity  to  their  positions 
tention  to  the  necessity  of  adjusting  and  the  sonorous  influence  of  tne  atoms 
sonorous  solids.  of  any  mass  of  matter,  the  density  of 

Next,  on  viewing  the  auricle,  or  that  these  atoms,  their  relative  distance  from 
part  of  the  human  ear  which  is  pre-  each  other,  and  their  uniformity,  that 
sen  ted  to  the  eye,  I  could  not  imagine  sound  is  ruled; — as  the  ground  must  act 
how  it  was  calculated  to  collect  any  a  material  part,  let  us  consider  its  in- 
fluid  to  a  definite  point,  nor  could  I  fluence,  and  by  wliat  means  the  distinct 
think  of  any  mechanical  arrangement  character  of  what  may  be  termed  in- 
in  nature  or  art  resembling  it,  that  is  tellectual  sounds,  as  speech,  may  be 
intended  to  collect  any  fluid  to  one  point,  preserved  by  itt 

It  occurred  to  me  that  it  resembled  The  external  surface  of  the  ground 

a  sugar  refiner's  filter,  which  is  intended  is  invariably  rough,*  and  its  component 

to  collect  as  much  fluid  as  possible  on  parts  unequal,  by  which  means  sounds 

a  limited  extent  of  area,  allowing  the  of  moderate  intensity  are  in  a  certain 

fluid  to  pass  through  the  cloth  of  which  degree  broken  and  divided,  similarly  to 

it  is  composed.  what  is  experienced  in  light  when  the 

If  I  am  correct  in  the  single  circum-  rays  are  reflected  or  refracted  by  any 

stance  of  the  prevaihng  sonorous  in-  rough  transparent  body,  and  the  degree 

fluence    of  ^lass   in  apartments,   the  of  sound  in  this  case  that  is  reflected 

current  theones  which  profess  to  treat  or  transmitted  is  less  than  where  this 

of  the  economy  of  speecn  in  apartments  is  effected  by  any  body  composed  of 

are  defective,  and  if  nothing  can  be  more  uniform  atoms  and  smooth  surface., 

found  of  analofi;ous  form  and  properties  If,  then,  thin  solids  vibrate  much,  and 

to  the  external  part  of  the  human  ear,  produce  much  sound,  and  bodies  of  more 

which  collects  fluid  to  a  given  point,  density  or  thickness  produce  compara- 

or  is  capable  of  conducting  the  original  tively  little,  the  upper  stratum  of  the 

intellectual  sounds  to  the  ear,  these  ground,  without  powerful  percussion  by 

latter  facts  are  alone  suflicient  to  prove  a  solid  in  contact  with  it,  must  give  out 

that  the  popular  theories  on  the  agency  little  sound.    The  human  voice  is  alsa 

of  sound  in  this  organ  are  also  defective*  given  out  horizontally,  and  not  directly 

I  am,  sir,  towards  the  earth,  and  a  yet  more  effec- 

Your  obedient  servant.  tual  cause  for  its  not  reflecting  with 

W.  Shand.  much  effect,  so  as  to  occasion  derange- 

1,  Sonerwt  Place,  Glasgow,  ment    in  sounds,  is,  that  sound  acts 

Mth  Dee,,  \M0.  ^^^^  powerfully  in  a  vertical  than  in 

any  other  direction. 

On  this  subject  mj  ideas  were  more  This  is  perceptible   in   apartments, 

limited  and  superficial  when  I  com-    ; 

mended  it,   and  many  novel    circum-  •  The  difference  of  effecta  on  roiyh  and  iinooth 

stances  occurred  as  I  progressed,  yet  I  surfaces  may  be  exempUfled  in  various  ways,  and 

am  not  awwe  that  in  ie  original  prin-  S^^S'^^£Sr..^JSS.!S  ffH^ 

ciples  laid  down,  so  fiir  as  they  extend,  biufh. 
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where  more  vibration  and  sound  is  pro- 
duced in  ceilings  than  in  the  walls  of  a 
room,  and  it  is  peculiarly  obvious  in 
arched  or  curved  Ibodies  placed  over  a 
speaker's  head,  as  these  invariably  pro- 
duce prolonged  sounds  and  confusion 
in  speech  throughout  an  apartment; 
but  if  a  horizontal  arch  be  placed  at  the 
same  distance  in  front  of  a  speaker,  the 
same  degree  of  derangement  is  not 
occasioned.* 

If  these  various  circumstances  be 
considered  collectively,  it  will  be  ap- 
parent by  what  means  intelligent  sounds 
are  preserved  when  operating  on  the 

f  round,  notwithstanding  that  so  much 
erangement  is  occasioned  by  surround- 
ing solids  in  apartments,  where  the  sur- 
face exposed  is  of  more  limited  extent. 
Let  it  then  be  considered  what  is  the 
difference  of  effect  when  the  ground  is 
in  a  comparatively  dry  state,  and  when 
saturated  with  moistm*e. 

After  a  fall  of  rain  sound  is  heard 
louder,  more  clear  and  distinct,  and 
passes  further,  than  when  the  ground  is 
dry.f  This  difference  is  most  percep- 
tible in  tropical  countries,  and  sounds 
are  most  intense  and  clear  when  the 
ground  has  been  much  heated  by  the 
sun's  rays,  and  onjporous  land  saturated 
with  moisture,  near  to  the  temperature 
of  the  human  body,  as  in  the  locality 
of  the  Cober,  where  it  seems  to  be  in 
that  state  of  expansion  best  calculated 
to  give  intensity  and  preserve  distinct 
sounds.  All  this  argues  the  more  con- 
sistent ^d  potent  effects  of  solids  and 
aqueous  fluids  over  those  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  that  their  action  and  power 
of  conduction  is  more  rapid  is  generally 
admitted. 

In  order  more  effectually  to  illustrate 
this  part  of  my  subject,  it  may  be  proper 
to  recur  to  and  make  a  few  additional 
remarks  on  the  phenomenon  alluded 
to  in  my  essay,  in  the  Medical  Gazette 
of  the  9th  February,  1839.  In  the 
house  in  Spanishtown  where  I  noted 
the  extraordinary  concussions  produced 
by  the  Port  Royal  gun  through  the 
Rio  Cober,t  at  the  distance  of  eleven 

*  In  Dr.  Peddie'8  Independent  Church,  in  Old 
Edinburg^h,  there  is  a  concatenation  of  iari^c  hori- 
zontal arches  opposite  to  the  pulpit,  without  much 
confusion  beinf  occasioned,  but  one  of  these 
arches  of  thin  deal  over  the  pulpit  would  occasion 
perturbation  in  every  part  of  the  church. 

t  This  is  consistent  with  what  is  experienced  in 
the  trachea  and  mechanism  of  speech,  which  can> 
not  produce  music  or  speech  if  not  lubricated  by 
(saliva)  moisture. 

t  In  this  as  in  other  cases  where  much  sound 


miles  from  the  place  whefe  it  is  fired, 
while  no  remarkable  effects  are  occa- 
sioned by  field  ordnance  discharged 
close  to,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
town,  beyond  what  is  common  in  other 
situations.  The  most  apparent  influence 
is  in  the  glass  windows  in  inner  walls, 
covered  by  Venetians  on  the  side  next 
to  the  river,  and  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  when  these  are  closed  so  as 
to  prevent  any  material  influence  from 
the  atmospheric  undulation  on  the 
glass,  this  does  not  prevent  the  action 
or  noise  in  the  windows ;  evincing  that 
the  most  effectual  vibrating  action  is  by 
the  ground  towards  the  river,  where  it 
is  most  porous,  and  capable  of  retaining 
water  in  its  interstices  ;  and  it  is  most 
powerfully  sonorous  when  the  ground 
IS  fully  saturated  with  moisture,  and  at 
a  high  temperature. 

There  is  no  sensible  difference  in  the 
state  of  the  atmosphere  over  the  town 
and  towards  the  nver,  nor  am  I  awjire 
of  any  difference  in  the  atmosphere  in 
any  situation  that  could  give  rise  to  this 
palpable  and  immense  difference  in 
action  and  sound  in  the  two  directions. 

These  circumstances  appear  to  me  to 
illustrate  several  facts  previously  ad- 
vanced, and  demonstrative  of  the  com- 
bined influence  of  solids  and  aqueous 
fluids  in  conducting  sounds  with  inten- 
sity and  distinct  efficacy  beyond  what 
is  experienced  in  dr}'  solids  in  contact 
with  air,  which  is  practically  evinced  in 
many  cases,  and  in  none  more  than  in 
apartments  where  uniformity  of  arrange- 
ment of  sonorous  solids  is  not  thonght 
of  or  attempted,  and  the  consequence  is 
universal  confusion  in  degree  according 
to  the  extent  and  sonorous  properties 
of  the  materials  therein.  In  regard  to 
the  physical  properties  of  the  human 
ear,  1  cannot  in  fact  imagine  any  me- 
chanism throughout  art  or  nature  in 
any  manner  resembling  it,  where  sounds 
are  more  certainly  changed  from  their 
primitive  character  than  must  be  the 
case  in  the  central  cavities  of  this  organ; 
nor  is  there  any  instance  so  decidedly 

is  produced,  we  must  not  view  the  matter  ab- 
stractedly in  the  string  or  stratum  of  water,  any 
more  than  we  would  determine  the  power  of  the 
tuiiinir-fork  unconnected  with  other  sonorous 
solids.  The  porous  banks  of  tbe  Cober,  fSipeciaUy 
when  saturated  with  rain,  vibrate  powerftiUv,  *o'* 
in  many  places  diffuse  sound  loudly,  and  to  s 
great  distance,  and  here,  as  elsewhere,  we  vnxat 
consider  what  has  the  most  predominant  infloencc. 
in  fact,  I  mti^ht  in  a  variety  of  ways  expatiate 
on  causes  and  effects  in  this  locality,  iUm  trativ^ 
of  many  points,  but  from  this  1  must  desiit,  •> 
Ukely  to  perplex  the  reader. 
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demonstrative  as  the  labyrinth  of  the  ciled  that  vibration  is  not  produced  by 
human  ear  itself,  that  the  media  it  con-  the  fibro-cartilaginous  pinna,  while  the 
tains  are  by  the  hands  of  the  Creator  tremulous  atoms  in  the  atmosphere 
adjusted  for  the  conduction  and  preser-  enter  by  so  small  an  orifice,  covered  by 
vation  of  sound,  while  there  are  in  no  a  solid  also  of  sonorous^  materials,  in 
instance  to  be  found  solids  of  similar  the  most  natural  direction  in  which 
texture  and  diversity  of  form  in  juxta-  sound  approaches  the  ear  ? 
position  with  air,  that  are  capable  of  In  this  mazy  path  I  have  travelled 
preserving,  and  which  must  not  de-  through  all  the  elements  that  seem  to  me 
teriorate,  mtelligent  sounds.  In  all  cases  to  be  productive  of  sound.  In  this  and 
the  motion  of  solids  in  connection  with  my  last  essay  certain  elementary  prin- 
Water  is  more  in  accordance  as  to  time  ciples  are  more  plainly  and  simply  de- 
than  solids  moving  in  air ;  and  it  must  fined  than  previously,  and  to  which  it 
be  held  in  recollection  that  sound  is  may  be  proper  to  advert  briefly, 
ever  regulated  by  the  action  in  matter.  These  show  in  what  manner  sound 
It  is  an  important  consideration,  operates  in  diiferent  solids,  as  w^ell  as  in 
which,  like  many  other  facts,  I  over-  the  musical  string ;  also,  how  it  is  pro- 
looked  in  its  proper  place,  that  the  duced  in  general  in  solids  only :  that 
atmosphere,  which  is  the  proper  me-  the  atmos^ere  is  the  proper  medium 
dium  of  transit  between  the  solids  of  transmission  from  one  sohd  to  another 
which  produce  or  reflect  sound,  and  solid,  and  from  these  to  the  organ  of 
between  these  and  the  organ  of  hearing,  hearing ;  but,  in  order  to  conduct  it  in 
as  it  passes  in  all  directions,  its  sonorous  the  human  ear,  that  the  Creator  has 
pulsations  operate  on  all  the  surfaces  employed  the  joint  agency  of  solids 
of  all  the  solids  within  its  reach,  and  witn  the  denser  fluids,  as  shown  by 
that  sound  is  produced  in  the  ratio  of  causes  and  effects,  not  only  in  external 
the  surfaces  or  the  solids  on  which  it  bodies,  but  in  the  organs  of  speech : 
may  operate.  But  the  properties  and  and  that  being  the  efiects  of  mechanical 
influence  of  sonorous  solids  are  very  action,  those  properties  which  govern 
diflerent ;  and  these,  in  a  certain  it  in  these  must  also  do  so  in  the  organ 
degree,  operate  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  of  hearing;  which  is  confirmed  by  many 
the  atmosphere,  which  may  be  said  facts.  Tnat  on  similar  principles  it  is, 
to  consist  of  a  multiplicity  of  im-  in  the  stethoscope  and  m  apartments, 
perceptible  elastic  balls,  which,  when  predominantly  ruled  by  sonorous  solids 
set  in  agitation,  act  more  like  particles  wliich  are  the  primary,  and  the  atmo- 
that  are  thro^m  from  the  surface  of  a  sphere,  the  minor  agent,  and  yielding 
brewer's  or  distiller's  vat  in  a  state  of  principle.  The  fact  that  sonorous  solids 
fermentation.  Every  atmospheric  atom  produce  most  sound  when  a  hmited 
in  agitation  is  an  elastic  oall,  acting  portion  of  their  surfaces  is  in  contact, 
upon  and  recoiling  from  the  surface  of  but  that  the  atmosphere  produces 
solids,  on  the  same  principle  as  a  boy's  sound  on  solids  in  the  ratio  of  the  ex- 
hand-ball  when  thrown  against  a  wall ;  tent  of  solid  surfaces  on  which  it  ope- 
but  not  so  the  solid,  the  component  parts  rates,  and  by  means  of  its  component 
of  which  act  more  powerfully  upon  each  parts  passing  in  all  directions,  seems  to 
other,  but,  as  already  explained,  to  a  me  to  illustrate  clearly  certain  points 
more  limited  distance,  and  return  to  most  important  as  connected  with  the 
their  ori^nal  places.  For  these  reasons  different  principles  of  solids  and  fluids, 
less  surface  of^the  solids  requires  to  be  and  necessary  in  order  to  understand 
in  contact,  and  the  remaining  mrts  of  by  what  means  the  influence  of  reflect- 
the  solids  must  have  freedom  of  action,  ing  solids  are  produced,  and  why  these 
both  in  the  mass  of  matter  and  the  are  prejudicial  or  otherwise, 
atoms  or  crystals  of  which  they  may  be  I  may  repeat  that  in  sound,  as  in  heat, 
composed.  If  these  principles  be  cor-  precedence  must  be  given  to  those  clc- 
rect,  and  one  solid  requires  only  to  ments  which  produce  and  conduct  most 
operate  on  a  limited  surface  of  another  freely  and  abundantly ;  and  we  are  no 
sonorous  solid  to  produce  vibration  and  more  to  consider  air  as  the  primary 
sound  throughout  both,  while  the  so-  element  in  the  production,  than  we  «re 
norous  pulsations  of  the  atmosphere  to  believe  that  it  alone  produces  flame 
impinging  on  a  solid  increases  sound  in  or  heat,  became  it  is  ztecessary  to  the 
the  ratio  of  the  extent  of  sorfaee  ex-  existence  of  both, 
posed  to  these,  how  is  it  to  be  rccon-  Previous  to  concluding  this  paper,  I 
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shall  ^ve  another  practical  instance  of  of  the  tragus ;  nor  can  any  of  the  ob- 

the  pnnciples  on  which  sound  operates  structing  external  bodies  be  considered 

by  the  atmosphere  on  solids,  by  means  so  compTetelv  non-sonorous  as  the  ceru- 

of  its  diffusion  in  various  directions,  men  wnich  lines  the  very  minute  and 

and  in  the  ratio  of  their  extent  of  sur-  peculiarly  acute  angular  opening  in  the 

face,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  pre-  ear,  the  area  of  which  is  so  limited  when 

dominant  effects  of  sonorous  solids  in  contrasted  with  that  of  the  pinna  or 

apartments  for  speech  or  music,  and  auricle. 

also  in  the  organ  of  hearing.    To  illus-  As  regards' the  influence  of  the  re- 

trate  my  subject  it  is  not  necessary  to  fleeting  surfaces  of  the  buildings  in  this 

resort  to  the  Villa  Simonetta,  or  any  case,  it  is  clearly  demonstrated,  •  that 

foreign  source,  but  to  bodies  within  similar  bodies  must  produce   similar 

reach  of  my  ear  and  understanding.  effects  in  apartments,  and  that  in  all 

Some  days  ago,  when  walking  from  these  cases  we  must  reason  according 

the  city  of  Glasgow  to  my  residence  in  to  the  operations  of  nature,  and  the 

the  neighbourhood,  music  was  playing  principles  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 

on  my  left  hand  in  the    Zoological  define. 

Gardens.    On  the  same  side,  and  very 

near  to  me,  was  a  brick  wall  with  trees 

behind  it,  which  impeded  and  prevented  ON    OPACITY    OF   THE-  CORNEA. 

the  pulsations  of  the  atmosphere  pro-  pboduced  by  sulphuric  acid. 
duced  by  the  music  from  acting  directly 

on  my  ears ;  but  the  music  was  heard  By  R.  Dundas  Thomson,  M.D. 

very  loud   from    my   right    hand,  on  Phyiician  to  the  Blenheim  DiipenMry*. 

which,  at    a  little  distance,  stood  a  mji^^j.^     ^^  i 

range  of  buildings,   (Newton  Place).  ^^"^  '**  ^''^'''^  Gazette.^ 

The  first  impression  on  the  mind  was  •  

that  the  music  originated  behind  these  The  author  was  induced  to  take  up  the 
buildings ;  but  on  reaching  the  end  of  consideration  of  this  subject  in  conse- 
the  wall  on  my  left  I  was  sensible  that  quence  of  having  seen  a  patient,  along 
it  came  from  that  direction,  and  yet  the  with  Dr.  Maddock,  of  Judd  Street, 
sound  was  still  louder  from  the  right,  upon  whom  a  quantity  of  oil  of  vitriol 
being  reflected  upon  the  ear  by  the  had  been  thrown  by  an  evil-disposed 
walls  and  windows  in  front  of  the  build-  woman  in  a  fit  of  passion.  The  case 
ings.  Had  I  passed  into  the  next  formed  the  subject  of  a  criminal  trial  at 
range  of  buildings,  a  straight  line  the  Old  Bailey,  and  from  the  evidence 
with,  but  apart,  from  these  (Somerset  the  culprit  was  sentenced  to  transpor- 
Place),  new  and  at  least  as  powerful  tation.  The  parts  injured  were  the 
reflections  must  have  been  experienced,  right  cheek  and  cornea.  The  whole  of 
because  the  latter  are  nearer  to  the  the  conjunctiva  was  soon  after  the  in- 
Gardens,  and  more  directly  exposed  to  ^ury  extensively  excited  to  a  state  of 
sound  from  that  source.  inflammation ;  but  the  most  irritable 
That  reflected  sounds  were  more  parts  were  the  linings  of  the  eyelids, 
powerfully  impressed  on  the  ear,  and  which  gave  rise  to  great  uneasiness  and 
more  sensibly  communicated  to  the  pain.  The  acid,  according  to  the  state- 
nerve  of  heanng,  in  this  case  than  ori-  ment  of  the  unfortunate  sufferer,  was 
^nal  sounds,  is  obviously  no  delusion,  only  in  contact  with  the  cornea  for  two 
and  the  analogical  reasoning  I  would  minutes,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
apply  is  this : — The  brick- wall  and  trees  washing  it  off  with  water ;  yetpenna- 
divide  and  damp  sound  in  the  direct  nent  opacity  was  produced.  Tne  ap- 
and  natural  course  in  which  the  me-  pearance  of  the  patient  two  days  after  tne 
chanical  action  in  the  atmosphere  would  reception  of  the  injury  was  as  follows :— 
in  their  absence  conduct  the  musical  The  right  cheek  on  its  upper  half  wasred, 
sounds  to  the  ear,  but  by  no  means  do  and  painful  to  the  toucn,  and  when  the 
they  so  effectually  impede  these  as  coohn^  lotion  was  removed,  a  smarting 
the  tragiis  carries  the  sonorous  pulsa-  sensation  pervaded  the  injured  ^ojts; 
tions  from  in  front  over  the  minute  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  were  very  irri- 
orifice  in  the  external  ear,  nor  do  the  table  and  red ;  and  the  lining  mem- 
trees  behind  the  wall  divide  these  so       ^  ..  , ,'  ,      .   ^  ^.    _  .^  .  .7" 

»ii^/«V.  ««  A^^c  *u^  !,«,•«  «*  ♦v,^  »«^»»«u«.  Abstracter  a  paper  read  at  the  Biitiah  Ai- 

much  as  does  the  hair  at  the  extremity  .ociatioii,  at  Glaaffow,  September  1840 
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brane  of  these  appendages  was  exceed-  researches  were  important  in  a  practical 
ingly  vascular.  The  patient  complained  point  of  view :  they  showed  that  the 
of  some  foreign  body  being  "  in  the  removal  of  a  superficial  layer,  which 
eye."  The  cornea  in  its  central  por-  consisted  ofthe  combination  of  sulphuric 
tion  was  dull,  white,  and  opaque,' and  acid  and  the  albumen,  or  variety  of 
was  not  sensible  to  the  rays  of  li^ht,  that  substance,  constituting  the  cornea, 
although  much  uneasiness  was  excited  would  leave  a  transparent  membrane 
when  the  light  was  made  to  fall  upon  beneath.  The  practicability  of  such  a 
the  whole  eye.  The  lids  of  the  left  eye  method  of  overcoming  opacity  of  the 
were  also  exceedingly  irritable,  perhaps  cornea  was  a  subject  for  furtner  phy- 
as  much  from  sympathy  as  from  injury,  siological  experiment. 
Some  traces  of  tlie  action  of  acid  could  Since  this  paper  was  read,  the  January 
apparently  be  detected  on  their  exte-  number  of  tnat  valuable  journal,  the 
nor.  The  general  health  was  not  con-  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
siderably  impaired,  but  appeared  to  has  appeared.  At  page  64  the  foUow- 
suffer  in  some  degree  from  tne  nervous  ing  note  occurs  : — "  As  this  is  passing 
irritability  oaasioned  by  the  circum-  through  the  press  we  observe  that  in  a 
stances  under  which  the  patient  was  communication  made  to  the  British 
placed.  Association,  at  Glasgow,  the  epidermic 
Finding  no  attempt,  in  any  work  on  part  of  the  conjunctiva  comes,  which 
the  Eye,  to  account  for  the  remarkable  is  rendered  opaque  and  peels  off,  is 
transparency  of  the  cornea  produced  by  erroneously  supposed  to  be  a  false  mem- 
oil  or  vitriol*  the  author  made  a  series  brane :  the  author.  Dr.  R.  D.  Thomson, 
of  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  elu-  does  'not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  dif- 
cidatm^,  ifpossible,  this  important  sub-  ference  in  the  chemical  composition  of 
ject.  He  found  that  when  oil  of  vitriol  the  epidermic  layer  and  the  proper  sub- 
was  brought  in  contact  with  the  cornea  stance  of  the  cornea ;  and  consequently 
of  the  sheep,  permanent  opacity  of  that  that  the  reagents  which  render  opaque 
structure  was  produced  in  from  one  the  former  have  not  the  same  effect  on 
and  a  half  to  two  minutes;  and  that  the  latter." 

the  depth  to  which  the  action  extended  The  reviewer  here  asserts,  but  pro- 
depenaed  upon  the  quantity  of  acid,  duces  no  proof,  that  there  is  an  essential 
and  the  time  during  which  it  remained  difference  in  the  chemical  composition 
in  contact.  When  a  drop  was  allowed  of  the  conjunctiva  and  that  of  the  cor- 
to  remain  in  ^contact  with  the  cornea  nea.  His  remark,  however,  is  not  borne 
for  two  minutes,  and  when  the  latter  out  by  the  results  of  the  author,  nor  by 
was  washed,  it  was  found  that  the  in-  those  of  any  authority  with  which  he 
fluence  was  superficial,  and  that  an  is^  acquainted.  It  is  certain  from  the 
opaque  layer  misht  be  scraped  off  with  expenmentsof  the  author  that  sulphuric 
the  point  of  a  sharp  lancet  or  scalpel,  acid  renders  the  cornea  opaque  as  well 
leaving  beneath  an  entire  and  transpa-  as  the  conjunctiva.  The  experiment  is 
rent  surface.  A  chemical  examinatioa  so  easily  made,  that  any  one  may  satisfy 
proved  that  the  opaque  portion  was  the  himself  of  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  Thom- 
result  of  an  union  between  the  basis  of  son's  statement.  It  also  affords  a  con- 
the  constituents  of  the  cornea  and  the  venient  mode  of  exhibiting  the  layers 
sulphuric  acid.  The  author  therefore,  of  the  cornea,  as  by  rendering  each 
suggested  that  the  composition  of  this  layer  successively  opaque  and  removing 
Buostance  was  analogous  to  that  of  it*  an  entire  and  transparent  surface 
some  false  membrane,  such  as  is  beneath  is  brought  into  view, 
produced  in  croup,  where  a  chemical  The  author  did  not  intend  to  assert 
compound  formea  with  the  albumen  positively  that  the  new  compound 
or  some  of  its  modifications  existing  lormed  on  the  surface  of  the  cornea 
in  the  secretion  from  the  mucous  was  a  false  membrane.  He  merely 
membrane,  and  a  chemical  agent,  suggested  that  its  composition  was 
generally  an  acid,  pretematorally  analogous ;  and  that  by  its  removal,  a 
uirown  oat  with  the  secretion.  These  fi^h  surface,  apparently  healthy,  waa 
, .  left  exposed. 

*  Bj  ofl  of  vitriol  it  nndentood  the  nilphaiic  

acid  of  oommerce,  conustiag  of  od«  atom  dry 
■vipimric  add  and  one  atom  water. 
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ANALY8ES  Ajnt  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  to  point  out  all  the  novelties,  and  the 

^_  more  so  as  being  written  in  the  form 

gtriA  ^  •    »*"•     ^  114  of  lectures,  into  which,  for  complete- 

tu«Aabriger."-D'ALBiiBERT.  ^^ss*  sake,  much  that  is  old  and  well 

known    must   be   admitted,  the  new 

T    J      -  -^  *i    jif    jL^j  J 4 -.  ^^41  things,  however  numerous,  lie  widely 

Lectures  m  the  MorUd  Anatomy  of  Oe  g^attfred,  and  are  but  briefly  noticei 

^Z^.Tt  ^!!T  M  n    !"•  V  r  Amongst  the  best  remarks  arc  some  of 

n  P«t  t"?2S?"^'  ^-     •  ^''-    ^''^'  those  on  Pneumonia.    In  treating  (in 

11.  larii.  icHu.  ^Yie  first  volume)  of  the  inflammation 

No  one  acouainted  with  Dr.  Hodgkin's  of  the  serous  membranes,  Dr.  Hodgkin 

former  works  could  fail  to  derive  plea-  particularly  insisted  on  the  necessity  of 

sure  from  the  announcement  01  the  distinguishing  two  modes  of  inilamma- 

publication  of  another  portion  of  his  tion ;  the  one  plastic,  in  which  the 

book  on    Morbid  Anatomy,  since  it  more  solid  part  of  the  product  consists 

affords  an  assurance  both  that  the  health  of  fibrine,  and  is  susceptible  of  organi- 

of  this  most  ardent  patliologist  is  happily  zation,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the 

restored,  and  that  his  unexpected  re-  title  of  Vital:  the  other,  in  which  the 

moval    from   Guy's   Hospital    (whose  product  of  the  inflammation  continues 

museum  owes  so  large  a  portion  of  its  to  retain  a  more  or  less  fluid  form,  the 

value  to  his  labours,  and  on  whose  minute  particles  of  which  it  is  mainly 

school  he  conferred  so  much  honour,)  composed  being  held  in  suspension  in 

has  not  diminished  his  devotion  to  {ui  a  serous  or  viscid  fluid  portion.  In  this 

ill-remunerating  science.  latter  product  no  organization  takes 

The  present  volume,  though  brought  place,  and  it  may  therefore  be  styled 

out  unaer  the  disadvantageous  circum-  non-plastic,  inorganizable,  or  puriform. 

stances  of  not  being  able  to  refer  to  the  Now  the  same  cuflferences  of  modes  of 

preparations  from  which  it  was  chiefly  inflammation   occur  (the    author  be- 

composed,  maintains  the  character  of  lieves)  in  the  lun£;s  also;  the  first  form, 

its  predecessor.     Its    title    of  Morbid  the  plastic  (or  adnesive)  inflammation. 

Anatomy y  indeed,  but  ill  represents  the  is  met  witn  in  all  cases  of  francke 

nature  of  its  contents,  which  in  many  pneumonia,    and    is    especial^    well 

part«  include  much  of  diagnosis  and  of  illustrated  in  the  lobular  pneumonia  of 

practical  medicine.    It  might,  there-  children;  and  this  form  also  produces 

lore,  have  been  justly  called  Pathology,  the  genuine  red  hepatization ;  the  non- 

Under  the  head  of  the  Morbid  Anatomy  plastic  form  gives  rise  to  the  grey  or 

of  the  lower  end  of  the  Ileum,  for  ex-  light-coloured    consolidation    of   the 

ample,  the  greater  part  of  the  doctrine  lung,  which   is    not  produced,  as   is 

of  fevers  is  examined;  and  under  that  generally  taught,  at  a  Inter  stage  of  the 

of  Pulmonarv  Mucous  Membrane  the  red  induration,  but  which  (the  author 

whole  of  Phthisis   and   Tuberculous  is  persuaded)  is  of  a  light  colour  from 

Piseases  generally  is  considered.    Nor  the  verv  commencement.    The  reasons 

do  the  contents  of  the  work  show  that  given  for  this  opinion  seem  to  us  nearl  v 

the  specific  part  of  its  title  has  set  close  sufficient,  viz.,  tnat  manv  cases  in  whicn 

boundaries  to  its  contents ;  had  it  been  this  form  of  change  is  found  have  been 

so  we  should  scarcely  have  found  the  of  too  short  duration  to  admit  of  the 

whole  of  Pneumonia,  or  of  Phthisis,  or  probability  that  a  transition  from  red 

of  Pulmonary  Apojiexy,   treated    of.  to  grey  has  taken  place,  and  that  there 

However,  the  materials  thus  by  force  is  an  essential  difference  in  the  form 

brought  in  are  too  good  for  us  to  quarrel  of  portions  of  lung  affected  by  these 

with  digressions  that,  in  other  cases,  two  modes  of  disease;  in  the  plastic 

would  have  been  intolerable,  or  would  form  the  bulk  of  the  lung  is  but  little 

have  needed  lone  apologies;  they  rather  altered;  in  the  non-plastic,  its  texture 

lead  to  the  wish  that  the  author  had  seems  remarkably  distended,  so  that 

not  limited  himself  \ja  the  diseases  of  the  pleura  appears  smooth  and  tense, 

two  chissQs  of  membranes  only,  but  and  the  lobules  of  large  size.    So  much 

(omitting  all  but  morbid  anatomy)  had  softening  of  the  lun^  accompanies  the 

determined  to  treat  of  the  whole  of  that  non-plastic  form  of  inflammation,  that 

subject,  and  had  filled  up  a  wide  gap  the  affected  tissue  often  breaks  up  into 

which  still  exists  in  medical  Hterature.  a  dirty  half-fluid  matter,  and  pves  tlie 

In  a  work  of  this  kind  it  is  diflicult  appearance  as  if  a  cavity  haa  existed 
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much  like  that  produced  by  the  soften-  should  not  know  where  to  cease.    Wii 

ipg  of  tuberculoos  matter ;  and  in  this  prefer,  therefore,  to  commend  it  all  to 

way,  by  the  discharge  of  the  fluid,  and  our  readers ;  it  will  well  repay  them  to 

the  contraction    of  the    cavity,    the  peruse  it :  if  they  will  do  so  attentively 

patient  may  recover ;   but  in  general  they  will  join  with  us  in  feeline  anxious 

this  disease  terminates  fatally.  for  the  appearance  of  what  still  remains 

The  remarks  which  are  made  on  to  complete  the  work, 

tuberculous  disease  are  of  considerable  __ --— — -— —  ■ — ■_ 

value :  among  them  the  author  alludes  Ttyr-rtTxT/^  at     ^  a  rTT^frrri-n 

to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  a  peculiar  MEDICAL    GAZJli'lTE. 

condition  in  which  a  rounded  portion 

of  lung,  varying  in  size  from  that  of  Fnduy,  January  22,  1841. 

a  pea  to  that  of  a  walnut,  or  even  a 

sinalIorange,isinfiltratedwithagreyi8h  /'.^'"i?"""'^.'  J»c««/«a"»  «>«»»''  dijrnltiiteni 

translucent  effusion,  (an  early  sta^  of  y,^^  ^^  dicendipericttliim  mm  recoao." 

tuberculous  matter)    by   which  it  is  Cicbro. 

rendered    completely  solid.      Almost  «>*    ■ 

at  the  circumference  of  the  mass,  there  DOMBSTIC  HYGItSNE. 

are   generally  a   multitude    of   small 

opaque  whitish  points,  like  those  seen  More    than    three    years    have    now 

in    the    centre    of  miliary  tubercles,  elapsed  since  we  called  the  attention  of 

passing  into  a  state  of  .crudity,  and  our  readers  to  the  important  topic  of 

very  thickly  set  together.    When  these,  public  hygiene.*    The  domestic  care  of 

and  the   smaller  number    of  similar  t    i^,  .    °  ,      ^    -         ,.  ^       ^         , 

opaque  points  that  occur  in  the  centre  ^^^Ith  is  at  least  of  equal  interest ;  and 

of  the  mass,  enlarge  and  become  more  we  willingly  turn  to  the  discussion  of 

numerous,  and  unite,  a  rounded  mass  of  some  practical  points. 

opaque  tuberculous  matter  is  formed;  j^^t  part  of  hygiene  which  consists 

and,  ultimately,  when  they  soften,  a  ._  ^v      •  j.  .        ^    •  •  *    *.•         i»  ^i. 

tuberculous  cavity  of  the  same  size.  ^^  ^^^  judicious  admimstration  of  the 

Sometimes,  though  much  more  rarely,  sick-room,  in  removing  all  which  is 

the  opaque  points  forming  the  margin  adverse  to  the  well-being  of  the  patient, 

advance  so  slowly,  that  they  are  com-  ^nd  assisting  the  efforts  of  the  practi- 

pletely  softened  before  the  central  part  ^^^^^  r  ^  u  •     -  ^ j              *i. 

has  even  acquired  a  general  opacity;  ^^f  ^  ^^^  ^f  recovery,   deserves  the 

and  it  consequently  becomes  detached;  fullest  consideration;  and  we  are  glad 

as  a  solid  slough.    The  author  justly  to  And  that  it  has  just  been  discussed 

regards  this  form  of  tubercle  (of  which  i,y  a  physician  of  long  experiencef. 

we    can,  from  our  own  observation,  g^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  sick-room, 

connrm  his  accurate  descnption)    as-^^  T* 

pecuharly  iUustrative  of  the  changes  -D'-  A.  T.  Thomson  discusses  a  topic 

which  tuberculous  matter  undergoes,  which  does  not  appear  on  his  title-page 

The  appearances  here  presented  prove  —the  domestic  practice  of  physic.   The 

that  the  deposit  of  a  translucent  nwr  ^^^y  j^  ^^^  ^j^j^j^  ^H  ^H^,^,  ^^  1^^  ^j 

tenal  precedes  the  formation  of  the  .     j,.,.^         ji*i.i^ 

opaque     substance     more     generally  unmixed  utihty,  and  of  absolute  neces- 

known  as    tubercle  — a    truth    often  Bity;  concerning  the  latter,  a  greater 

doubted ;  and  that  this  opaque  matter  difference  of  opinion  prevails, 

is  not  anew  deposit  after  the  removal  That  bipolarity,  or  combination  of 

of  the  translucent  substance  (as  Andral  '4    a     i      •         t.- i.             tm 

supposed  it  must  be  in  the  few  cases  ^VV^^  tendencies,  which  some  pbilo- 

-in  which  he  admitted  that  the  clear  sopher6  profess  to  sec  in  all  human 

substance  ever  existed),  but  the  result  schemes  of  action,  and  in  the  whole 

of  a  real  change  in  the  constitution  and  firame-work  of  society,  is  no  where  more 

characters  of  the  latter   material — a  ^i       i_  ^u       i  •  _*    r  av 

change  which  need  not  be  very  great  conspicuous  than  hi  the  subject  of  the 

to  produce  all  the  alteration  that  is    practice  of  physic  by   the  laity.     It 

visible,  namely,  a  lews  of  transparency       .  medical  Gaeett«,  Jane  io  tnd  I7,  isiT. 
and  an  assumption  of  opacity.  t  Tbe  Domwtic  Manajroment  of  the  Sick-room 

We  should  have  been  glad  to  multiply  "^^^^SIa  '«  1"^  *'Ji"  * 'S*  ^^ST*.  ^^  "** 
_.._  ,  ^  g.  ^u- *  1  \  *.  ^ '  cure  of  di»wi«c«.  Hy  Ant&ony  ToddThomaon, 
our  extracts  from  this  work,  but  we    m.u.,  &c.,  London,  isii. 
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wocdd  obviously  be  best  if  so  difficult  sufferer  to 

an  art  as  physic,  demanding  so  much  prompts  some  one  to  affind  it;  that 
study  and  reading,  as  well  as  a  tact  aid  thus  cheerfully  profiered  is  morally, 
sharpened  by  long  experience,  and  the  if  not  physically,  efficacious,  by  re- 
nice  balancing  of  probabilities,  could  moving  from  the  patient's  mind  the 
be  practised  by  those  alone  who  made  painful  thought  that  he  is  deserted  by 
it  the  business  of  their  lives.  Yet  the  his  fellow-men ;  and  that  the  vulnerary 
res  angustidomi,  so  often  preventing  the  herbs  of  the  feudal  ages,  and  the  dis- 
remuneration  of  practitioners,  added  to  tilled  waters  of  the  last  century,  were 
other  causes,  render  this  difficult ;  and  often  useful  from  the  confidence  which 
medicine  has  been  practised  in  all  ages  they  inspired.  They  allege,  too,  that 
by  persons  of  all  ranks,  from  kings  and  although  lay  diagnosis  is  certainly  not 
prelates  down  to  nurses  and  cottagers,  perfect,  it  suffices  in  the  majority  of 
Ought  we  to  try,  then,  by  argument  and  cases ;  and  that  colds,  coughs,  and  sore- 
ridicule,  to  lessen  the  populous  tribe  of  throats,  are  laically  treated  with  the 
lay  practitioners ;  or  should  we  endea-  foot-bath  and  diluents  with  marvellous 
vour  to  give  the  irresistible  torrent  a  success.  They  object  equally  to  the 
more  favourable  direction,  and  teach  half-crowns  wrung  from  demi-paupera^ 
amateurs  to  practise  less  destructively  P  just  able  to* pay — or  to  owe ;  and  to  the 
It  might  be  argued,  in  favour  of  the  attendance  extorted  from  Union  practi- 
extinction  of  lay  practice,  that  it  is  tioners,  exasperated  by  scanty  salariesy 
more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good ;  that  and  the  studied  insults  of  the  Poor  Law 
its  alleged  limitation  to  slight  cases  people.  Finally,  they  remind  their  op- 
is  evidently  false,  as  the  diagnosis  be-  ponents  that  difficult  as  it  would  be  to 
tween  trivial  and  serious  illness  often  put  down  any  branch  of  lay  practice, 
demands  the  skilful  physician ;  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  stop 
most  of  the  persons  who  plead  poverty  the  domestic  treatment — the  most  dan- 
as  their  excuse  can  pay  for  reg^ular  gerous  of  all,  in  their  estimation.  Much 
advice ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  may  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
State  to  pay  for  those  who  cannot.  As  tion.  Nay,  a  third  party  might  advocate 
for  the  still  more  dangerous  pretext  of  a  mezzo  iermino  in  the  shape  of  Dr. 
treating  serious  disease  till  the  arrival  Gooch's  proposition  of  employingfemale 
of  the  physician,  it  might  be  answered  practitioners  of  medicine,  on  which  we 
that'if  this  succeeds  once  in  a  hundred  formerly  commented.  Meantime,  both 
times,  in  the  other  ninety-nine  the  of  the  two  chief  parties  pursue  their  way; 
amateur  will  mistake  the  disease,  or  the  regular  advice  is  daily  brought  within 
treatment,  or  both.  Lastly,  it  might  the  reach  of  additional  multitudes ;  and 
be  urged  that  an  anxious  mother  pre-  the  appearance  of  well-written  books, 
scribing  for  her  own  child — a  common  addressed  to  the  laity,  shows  that  the 
case — ^is  in  the  worst  condition  for  that  other  theory  also  continues  to  be  prac- 
cool  deliberative  judgment,  without  tically  worked  out. 
which  medicine  is  a  most  dangerous  We  wish  that  some  qualified  person 
lottery.  To  this  the  fautors  of  medical  would  give  us  a  medical  account  of  teit. 
liberty  reply — that  medicine,  in  the  There  is  no  lack  of  commercial  ^ts  and 
language  of  Celsus,  nusquam  non  t$t:  botanic  doubts  about  this  interesting^ 
that  it  is  not  the  privilege  of  a  few  leaf;  but  where  is  the  man  w^ho  can 
highly  civilized  nations,  but  the  com-  teach  us  much  concerning  its  hygienic 
mon  inheritance  of  mankind;  that  as  or  therapeutic  value?  Is  it  a  good,  or 
in  evary  country  instinct  teaches  the  only  a  lesser  evil  than  strong  drinks  ? 
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Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  thinks  that  tea^  or  quite  every  thing  is  noticed.  The 
coffee,  and  weak  cocoa,  are  well  adapted  size  and  aspect  of  the  apartment ;  the 
for  hreakfast ;  but  excludes  them  all  if  necessity  of  a  chimney  ;  the  tables 
the  breakfaster  is  dyspeptic :  we  would  required, — one  small  for  the  patient's 
join  in  banishing  the  two  last,  but  in-  bedside,  the  other  large,  with  its 
cline  to  retain  the  first.  But  then  it  drawer  ready  to  furnish  broad  tape  for 
must  be  in  reasonable  quantities ;  as  an  bleeding,  old  soft  linen,  a  sponge,  a  bone 
imperial  pint  of  warm  water  requires  spatula  for  spreading  ointment,  and  a 
some  strength  of  stomach  to  encounter,  number  of  other  little  matters.  Then 
The  evening  tea  he  supposes  to  be  useful  there  should  be  a  sofa,  or  else  a  reclining 
because  **  the  food  taken  at  dinner^  chair;  a  chest  of  drawers  holding  a 
being  in  a  few  hours  converted  into  host  of  towels ;  a  washing-stand  with 
chyme,  requires  a  certain  degree  of  additional  basins;  the  lamp  called  a 
dilution  to  enable  the  soluble  matter  to  night-nurse,  &c.  &c.  If  there  is  a 
be  carried  into  the  blood."  Does  it  mirror  so  placed  that  the  patient  when 
really  require  this  dilution?  and,  if  in  bed  can  see  himself  in  it,  it  must  be 
so,  is  tea  the  best  diluent  ?  A  removed.  French  beds,  without  cur- 
curious  fact  about  tea  is,  that  it  is  tains,  are  best,  and,  if  the  room  is  large 
precisely  those  classes  who  use  the  most  enough,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  two, 
dubious  leaves  who  declare  that  they  for  the  convenience  of  change.  We 
could  not  live  without  them,  and  say  recollect  that  Franklin  recommends 
that  their  tea  is  the  moSt  refreshing  this  as  a  great  luxury.  Ventilation  is, 
meal  they  have.  Will  any  astringent  of  course,  of  primary  importance.  Dr. 
leaf  serve  the  turn?  or,  is  it  the  warm  James  Gregory,  w^hen  he  failed  in  per- 
water  which  soothes  their  stomachs  ?  suading  the  poor  to  let  air  into  .their 

Dr.  Thomson  does  not  think  that  rooms,  used  to  poke  his  cane  through 

gout  is  produced  by  the  wine  drunk  the  panes.     (No  bad  example  of  the 

at  good  dinners,  particularly  the  cham-  arffumentum  bacuUnum.)    But  so  hydra- 

pagne,  but  by  the  quality  and  quantity  headed  is  error,  that  when  he  returned, 

of  the  food.    On  this  point  we  once  he  often  foimd  the  holes  pasted  over 

before  touched.    That  French  wines  with  paper. 

have  no  strong  tendency  to  produce  the  If  the  air  of  the  patient's  apartment 

gout  may  be  seen  in  France,  especially  is  too  dry,  the  vapour  of  warm  water  is 

in  the  wine   districts;    but,    in    this  to  be  di^ed  through  it.    But  granting 

country,  the  drinkers  of  Champagne  that  we  have  all  this,  and  more,  that 

and  Burgundy  are  chiefly  rich  men,  and  we  have  the  air  of  the  room  at  60^,  a 

gout  has  in  all  ages  been  the  disease  of  minim  measure,  and    the   irresistible 

the  opulent*  spoon  for  giving  medicine  to  children*, 

The  account  of   the    requisites  in  something  still  is  wanting  to  give'  life 

a    sick    room    is    very    good,    and  to  this  mert  machinery.    We  want  a 

shows    the   practised  physician.      It  nurse. 

should  be   perused   by  those    young  Dr.  Thomson  justly  says  that  it  is 

doctors  whose  eye  has  not  yet  become  difficult  to  procure  a  good  nurse ;  but 

sufficiently  critical,  and  does  not  seize  to  get  one  with  aU  the  qualities  which 

at  a  glance  the  salient  merits  and  de-  he  enumerates,  would  savour  of  the 

ficiencies  of  such  a  chamber.     Almost  impossible.   She  should  be  between  the 

*  AUrtil  cotisole. . slave b, teUing bim. that  ^^    °^     twenty-five     and     fifty-five; 

if  be  baa  tbe  lasb,  bia  master  has  the  gout  in  feet  strong,  yet  not  coarse,  heavy,  and  mas- 

Tortocem  metuis?  Podagii  chinfriiive  culinc ;  her  strength  is  to  be  combined 

EtnllStet^^iasTerberamiU^pati."  ^^^  activity,  and  though  a  moderate 
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degree  of  corpulence  is  not  always  an  them,  antimonial  wine,  Doyer'ti  pow- 

objection,  obesity  is.      She  is  td  be  der,  and   laudanum.     The  doses  are 

healthy,  and,  in  particular,  not  asthma-  given  under  the  heads  of  the  sereral 

tic,  nor  suffering  from  habitual  cough ;  remedies,    but    surely     the     original 

not  gouty,  rheumatic,  labouring  under  license     was     injudicious.      We     are 

any  spasmodic   affection,  palpitation,  glad  that  in  this  list  he  has  omitled 

or  periodical  headache.      Nor  is  she  calomel,  with  which  lay  practitioners 

to    have    piles,    nor   any  skin    dis-  make  wild  work, 
ease,  nor  any  hypochondriacal  or  hys-  — 

terical  tendency.    In  short,  she  is  to        PR£YAL£NC£  OF  SMAXX-POX. 

be  a  decidedly  healthy  woman.    Her  ^  circular  letter  has  been  addreesed 

temper  is  to  be  of  the  very  best  kind;  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the 

and  though  she  need  not  be  beautiful,  £ioards  of  Guardians  of  the  Unions,  in 

"a  certain  degree  of  good-looks  is  a  certain  districts  of  the  metropolis  where 

J  X--      tf     >jr  xi-  small-pox  IS  at  present  prevaihnij:  very 

recommendation."     Many  other  qua-  extensively,     fhey  state,  on  iSe  ad- 

lifications  is  she  to  have ;  among  them  thority  of  Dr.  Gregory,  that  tlie  Small- 

that  of  having  no  antipathies,  €.  g.  to  pox  Hospital  is    more    than   usually 

spiders;   but  we  refrain  from  enume-  crowded,  so  that  it  may  be  necessary 

rating  the  long  list.  ^  provide  accommodation  m  the  Liiion 

rrnT     '  .     1-  1.  houses  for  the  reception  of  such  cases. 

There  is  a  story  m  the  books  that  a  it  appears  that  a  large  proportion  of 

lady  wishing  to  have  a  faultless  go-  the  cases  of  small-pox  have  occurred 

vemess  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Colonel  i^  persons  not  protected  by  the  cow- 

Bandoleer,  her  brother,deUdlingaUthe  P"^  £  ^XSe^SdilZfe 

perfections  of  this  ideal  teacher ;  she  ^^^  f^  inducing  the  poWic  to  avafl 

received    a  reply  of  two  lines  only,  themscWea  of  the  benefit  of  vaccina- 

stating  that  the  Colonel  had  long  been  tion.  They  even  think,  moreover,  "  that 

in  search  of  such  a  person,  but  that  ^t  ^^^  exertions  of  the  vaccinators 

1-       t-i.      ji_       iT'xjjx  should  require  further   remuneration, 

when  he  found  her.  he   mtended  to  ^y^^  Guardians  would  be  perfectly  justi- 

make  her,  not  his  sister's  governess,  fied  in  giving  it.'' 
but  his  own  wife.  Was  she  ever  found  ?        The  following  is  the  return  of  cases 

The  books  are  sUent.     Is  there  such  a  admitted  into  the  Small-pox  Hospital 

nurse  Hving  as  Dr.  Thomson  describes  ?    ^*^^»  *^^  ^^^  ^^  •"-  y,^,,^ 

We  do  not  know ;  but  we  do  not  blame    «  .         .  „  ,   .-, .  ^^®  *'^ 

,.-,.'  ^         ...  Patienti  wholly  unprotected.  194  ......  87 

him  for  being  so  exigeant,  as  it  is  ne-    previously i»ociiii^  126  8 

cessary  to  paint  perfection,  to  teach  ■  rappoicdtohaTehAd 

inquirers  to  find  excellence.  small-pox  previously   2  0 

Tk    fru  »-  li      *•  •  ■  not  hayinf  small-pox     II  O 

Dr.  Thomson's  directions  concerning  ^  ^       ^ 

diet  are  judicious,  and  he  has  given  Total       327  95 

receipts  for  beverages  and  dishes  well  _._^_^._-.._.*.^-^_ 

suited  to  the  sick  and  the  convalescent.  ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRUIU 

Some  good  tisanes  might  be  added  from  6ICAL  SOCIETY, 

the  French  Codex,  jm.  la,  U4i. 

We  cannot  at  all  agree  with  him  in  &»  B.  C.  Bbooii,  Bwrt.,  Prtsidftn^fai  iteClMir. 

what  he  says  at  the  head  of  his  list  

of  domestic  medicines-namely,  that  ^  jy^cHvt  Closure  qf  ike  THtmpid 
they  "may  be  administered  without  Foramen  as  a  frequent  emus  ofDreips^ 
risk  at  the   discretion  of  the    invalid       By  Pkyton  Blakiston,  M.D.,  one  of 

or  his  friends,"  when  we  find  among       ^^^g^  *^ '^  ^^™^  ^^•'*~^' 

*  Dr.ThomBon  says  that  Ae  invented  tbiii  spoon,    v ..••««• ft%-«-i  «»  •)m>  liMi*4  »/ 

and  not  the  ■iWerunith  who  was  rewardeSfor  VAaiou»«ppoaranccf  found  in  the  heart  of 
it.  patients  affiMted  with  drojisy  referred  to  that 
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organ  have  been  generally  considered  as  the  right  auri-yentral  aperture  by  the  triois* 
real  cauaea  of  the  obstruction  preceding  the  pid  Talve,  arising  from  different  causes, 
serous  infiltration.  Dr.  Blakiston  adduces  is  the  only  one  whidi  appears  to  be 
instances  from  Boiullaud  and  Dr.  Hope,  constantly  present.  The  opinion  of  the 
and  from  his  own  observations,  in  which  the  author  therefore  is,  that  this  defect  is 
aortic  and  mitral  aperture  had  been  very  a  frequent  and  direct  cause  of  cardiac  dropsy, 
greatly  narrowed,  probably  for  a  length  of  "I  would  not  be  understood,"  says  Dr. 
time,  without  producing  dropsy  till  the  near  Blakiston,  **  as  claiming  that  this  deduction 
approach  of  death.  The  increase  or  diminu-  should  be  received  as  an  established  truth, 
tion  of  the  substance  of  the  walls  of  the  but  as  bringing  it  forward,  with  the  cases  and 
heart,  and  of  the  capacity  of  its  cavities,  he  facts  on  which  it  is  based,  in  order  that  its 
finds  also  to  Iiave  occurred  without  dropsical  accuracy  niay  be  tested  by  others."  In  con- 
symptoms.  Agreeing  with  Dr.  Hope  in  the  elusion,  those  numerous  cases  upon  whidi 
frequent  coincidence  of  hypertrophy  and  dila-  Dr.  Blakiston  states  his  own  opinions  were 
tation  of  the  heart  with  dropsy,  but  con-  formed,  are  perspicuously  and  concisely  nar- 
sidering  that  in  such  cases,  when  the  pro-  rated,  and  the  symptoms  during  Ufe  and  the 
portion  between  all  the  cavities  is  preserved,  s^pearances  after  death,  illustrating  the  snb* 
no  cause  of  obstruction  can  be  recognised,  ject  of  the  paper,  are  placed  in  relief,  so  as  to 
he  asks,  is  it  not  probable  that  some  obstacle  admit  of  easy  comparison.  Among  them  is 
to  the  circulation,  hitherto  unobserved,  is  detailed  a  case  commnmcated  to  the  author 
somehow  connected  with,  if  not  dependent  by  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham,  and  a  brief 
upon,  the  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  ?  The  classified  statement  of  morbid  appearances 
dropsical  effusion  being,  at  least  in  most  in  thirty-four  cases  of  disease  of  the  heart 
cases,  more  immediately  dependent  upon  recorddl  by  Bouillaud. 
impediment  to  the  venoua  circulation,  points 

attention  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart ;  and  At  the  conclusion  of  the  paper.  Dr.  Budd 
the  dilatation  of  its  cavities  generally  dilates  asked  if  the  author  believed  that  the  dilata- 
also  the  right  auri- ventral  foramen.  The  tion  of  the  tricuspid  orifice  was  essential  to 
author  compares  the  statement  of  Hunter,  the  occurrence  of  dropsy.  On  being  answered 
Dr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  King,  with  his  own  in  the  negative,  he  said  that  the  phenosBena 
observations  respecting  the  degree  to  which  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Blakiston  seemed  to  him 
the  tricuspid  valves  close  the  foramen  in  the  to  be  only  illustrations  of  the  general  fisct, 
normal  structure,  and  after  some  remarks  that  in  all  cases  of  obstmotion  at  any  part 
on  the  dimensions  of  the  heart's  cavities,  and  of  the  heart,  all  the  parts  seated  behiBd  it 
of  the  valves,  infers  that  not  only  in  perma-  in  the  course  of  the  circulation  suffered  dila- 
nent  dilatation  of  the  cavities,  but  alM  from  tation,  vrhether  their  valves  were  dineased  or 
shortening  of  the  chords  tendines,  and  from  suffidenk  to  dose  their  respective  orifiees  or 
morbid  adhesion  of  the  valves  to  the  walls  of  not.  The  same  fact  was  to  be  observed  in 
the  heart,  the  closure  of  the  tricuspid  valves  many  cases  of  stricture  of  the  urethra,  in 
must  be  so  imperfect  as  to  allow  regurgita-  vrindk  dilatation  took* place  in  the  bladder, 
tion  into  the  right  auricle.  As,  however,  ureters,  and  kidneys,  suceeaaivcly,  although 
the  opinions  of  authors  ret^pecting  the  suffi-  the  valvular  structure  between  the  nreters 
ciency  of  evidenoe  in  support  of  r^urgita-  and  bladder  remained  uninjured, 
tion  in  such  cases  an  various,  Dr.  Blalds-  Dr« Blakiston  did  not  deny  the  influence 
ton  proceeds  to  discuss  this  question,  and  of  disease  of  one  part  of  the  heart  in  pro- 
inquires  whether  the  pulsation  of  the  jugular  dudng  changes  in  another ;  the  olqect  of  hit 
veins,  nearly  synchronous  with  the  systolq  paper,  and  of  the  cases  it  contained,  (but 
of  the  heart,  can  be  admitted  to  be,  according  which  were  not  read,)  was  to  show  that  there 
to  Dr.  Hope's  opinion,  independent  of  re-  were  many  examplea  in  which  dropsy  had 
gurgitation.  It  is  not  unfrequently  absent,  occurred  when  the  only  apparent  disease  of 
Dr.  Blakiston  states,  in  hypertrophy  of  the  the  heart  was  the  dilatation  spoken  of,  while, 
right  ventricle.  He  argues,  however,  that  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  mora 
the  farce  of  pulsation  is  not  the  measure  of  of  disease  and  obstruction  of  other  on- 
the  degree  of  regurgitation,  but  of  the  im-  fioes,  or  their  valves,  without  dropsy  having 
pulse  from  the  right  ventricle.  If  both  ven-  taken  place ;  and  thns  to  rander  it  probable 
trides  be  hypertrophied,  the  pulsation  or  that  in  many  cases  this  dilatation  of  the 
■hock  will  be  great ;  if  both  be  attenuated,  tricuspid  orifice  was  the  essential  cause  of 
the  pulsation  will  be  weak :  while  the  ob-  the  obatmction  of  the  dreulation,  by  the 
struction  to  the  dreulation  arising  from  the  regurgitation  of  blood  which  it  pennittBd  in 
relative  proportion  between  the  power  of  the  the  systole  of  the  right  ventricle,  and  hence 
two  ventrides  ia  the  same  in  each  case,  of  the  general  dropsy. 
**  both  the  venous  current  and  that  of  the  Dr.  Copland  said  that  the  opinion  of  dila- 
regurgitation  fluid  being  deriyed  from  ven-  tation  of  the  tricuspid  orifice  bong  a  cause 
tricnlar  constriction."  Of  all  the  morbid  of  dropsy,  waa  not  novel,  but  had  been  genCi' 
appearances  found  in  the  heart  in  caaes  of  rally  admitted,  not  only  by  M.  Bcuillaud, 
canliac  dropsy,  the  daficiettt  doaure  of  the  but  by  most  of  the    modem  writers  on 
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diMases  of  the  heart.     He  had  in  his  mind  face  and  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  the 

the  casffl  of  two  medical  men,  in  both  of  congestion  of  the  liver,  producing  its  en- 

whom  this  was  the  only  or  the  most  remark-  largement.     Next,  the  obstacle  to  the  passage 

able  change,  and  in  both  of  whom  the  dropsy  of  blood  through  the  liver  was  commnnicated 

was  general  and  excessive.     As  to  the  ob-  to  the  blood  of  the  portal  veins,  and  firom 

struction  of  the  circulation  producing  dropsy,  this  resulted  the  great  congestion  of  the  in- 

it  was  manifestly  unimportant  whether  this  testines,  the  hemorrhage  from  the  intestinea, 

was  the  effect  of  an  actual  and  fixed  mecha-  and  the  ascites.     He  had  cases  very  Himilar 

nical  canse,  or  of  the  regurgitation  of  blood  in  many  respects  to  this,  which  were  still 

through  a  constantly  open  orifice ;  in  either  under  fajs  care ;  and  all  tending  to  show  that 

case  the  ultimate  result  must  be  the  same.  there  were  many  other  consequences  of  dia- 

Dr.  Mayo  said  that  he  thought  the  mode  eased  heart  which  required  notice  as  moch 

of  testing  the  efficiency  of  the  tricuspid  as  that  which  had  in  this  paper  exdaaively 

valves  described  in   the  paper,  and  which  occupied  attention — ^namely,  the  dropsy, 
consisted  in  the  injection  of  water  into  the  ...     ^,      _.. 

right  ventricle,  through  the  pulmonary  On  DisloeaHotu,  especially  the  Htp.jomi, 
artery,  was  not  capable  of  affording  any  accompanied  by  elongation  of  ike  capsule 
positive  result.  It  was  said  that  the  water  ««^  ligaments.  By  Edward  Stanlby. 
commonly  passed  between  the  valves;  and  F-^S.  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
this  was  what  might  have  been  expected.         Hospital. 

The  efficiency  of  these  valves  depended  on         The  object  of  the  paper  is  to  direct  the 

the  action  of  the  columnse  cameee  to  which  attention  of  the  society  to  the  subject  of  dis- 

they  are  attached,  and  this,  depending  as  it  locations  of  the  larger  joints,  and  especially 

does  on  nervous  influence,  was  lost  with  life,  of  the  hip,  occurring  under  other  cirram- 

The  tricuspid  and  mitral  were  not  like  the  stances  than  as  the  direct  consequence  of 

arterial  valves,  a  kind  of  flood-gates,  capa-  external  violence,  or  of  the  destructive  pro- 

ble  of  being  forced  down  by  the  force  of  any  cesses  of  inflammation, 
floid  directed  against  them,  but  were  guided         The  histories  of  six  cases  of  dislocation  of 

fai  all  their  movements  by  the  contractions  the  hip-joint  are  related.     In  the  first  esse 

of  the  muscles  belonging  to  them ;  and  when  both  hip-joints  were  dislocated  in  the  same 

these  had  ceased  to  act,  it  was  impossible  individual,  as  a  consequence  of  disease  in  the 

that  the  valves  should  exercise  the  same  spinal  cord  producing  spasms,  with  impair- 

influence  as  before.  ment  of  motion  and  sensation  in  the  lower 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall  thought  that  the  atten-  limbs.     In  the  second  case,  dislocation  of 
tion  was  too  exclusively  directed  to  dropsy  the  hip-joint  occurred  as  a  consequence  of 
as  a  consequence  of  disease  of  the  heart,  an  attack  of  hemiplegia.     In  the  third  and 
Other  effects,  not  less  important,  often  re-  fifth  cases,  rheumatic  affections  of  the  hip- 
suited  from  it.     He  had  lately  had  under  his  joint  were  followed  by  its  complete  dialoca- 
care,   a  case  in  which,   in  consequence  of  tion.     In  the  fourth  case,  the  dislocation  of 
disease  of  the  heart,  with  obstruction  on  the  the  hip-joint  was  consequent  on  pain  in  the 
left  side,  bronchitii  had  come  on,  with  this  thigh  treated  as  sciatica.     In  the  sixth  case, 
remarkable  eharacter,  that  it  was  entirely  the  dislocation  of  the  hip*joint  occurred  in 
without  cough,  though  clearly  discoverable  the  sixth  week  from  a  fall.      In  the  second 
by  other  signs.     After  a  time  hemsptysis  case,  the  opportunity  had  been  obtained  of 
ensued,  and  the  patient  expectorated  con-  dJsseeting  the  dislocated  joint,  when  the  fbl- 
siderable  quantities  of  blood.     Then  the  liver  lowing  peculiarities  in  it  were  discovered, 
was  found  enlarging,  and  it  attained  a  very  The  capsule  and  the  ligamentum  teres  were 
considerable  size,  and  then  hemorrhage  (not  entire,  but  elongated  to  the  extent  of  aUow- 
from  hemorrhoids)  occurred  repeatedly  from  ing  the  head  of  the  femur  to  pass  beyond  the 
the  intestines.     On  examination  after  death,  limits  of  the  acetabulum, 
pulmonary  apoplexy  was  found ;  the  enlarge-         Mr.  Stanley  observed  that  the  phenomena 
ment  of  the  liver  was  chiefly  the  result  of  presented  in  these  several  cases  were  wholly 
congestion  of  the  hepatic  veins ;  there  was  different  frcMn  those  which  are  attendant  on 
excessive  congestion  of  the  veins  of  the  in-  either  dislocations  of  the  hip-joint  from  ex- 
testines,  and  from  these  the  hemorrhage  had  temal  violence,  or  the  ordinary  dislocations 
taken  place.     In  oases  of  this  kind  the  sue-  of  the  joint  from  disease,  and  that  he  con- 
cession of  events  was  plainly  traceable,  and  sidered  the  dislocations  in  these  cases  could 
in  the  midst  of  such  a  complication  of  symp-  be  explained  only  by  the  elongation  of  the 
toms  the  dropsy  was  of  comparatively  small  capsule  and  ligamentum  teres.     In  oorro- 
importanoe.      Here  the   first  effect  of  the  boration  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
obstruction  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart  was  Stanley  adverted  to  the  effests  of  inflamma- 
congestionofthe  lungs,  producing  bronchitis,  tion  of  a  mild  character  in  fibrous  tissue, 
with  effusion  of  fluid  into  the  air  tubes,  and  such  as  composes  the  ligamoits  and  capsules 
then,  as  it  increased,  pulmonary  apoplexy;  of  joints;  that  this  inflammation,  whetheijfrom 
then  followed  obstruction  at  the  right  side  rheumatism,  extemsl  injury,  or  other  oause, 
of  the  heart,  and  on  this  the  lividity  of  the  may  be  followed  by  a  simple  yielding,  ex- 
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or  elongation  of  the  affected  tumie ;  detailed  in  the  paper,  the  lenBibility  of  the 

fhat  each  a  dumge  in  the  ligaments  of  the  fibrous  tissoes   being   lost   in  the   general 

knee-joint  is  frequently  obserred,  permitting  paralyfis  of  sensation,  dislocation  might  hare 

a  displacement  of  the  articular  surfaces  to  taken  place  by  the  spasmodic  action  of  the 

the  extent  that  it  might  be  inferred  from  the  muscles,  without  the  patient  having  felt  it. 

Tiew  of  the  outside  of  the  joint  that  there  Mr.   Stanley  said  that  he  also  was  ao* 

had  been  a  complete  destruction  of  its  liga-  quainted  with  a  case  in  which  the  hips  could 

ments.  be  dislocated  at  will ;  it  was  that  of  a  lad  of 

18,  whom  you  could  see  as  you  stood  behind 

Mr.  Coulson  said  that  he  should  think  the  him,  throwing  first  one  and  then  the  other 

first  and  second  cases  detailed  were  of  a  kind  high-bone   out  the  acetabulum,    and   then 

similar  to  one  that  he  had  seen,  in  which  a  again  replacing  them,  and  raising  himself  to 

man  was  capable  of  dislocatiI^;^  both  his  bis  usual  stature,     lite  main  questions  dis- 

thighs  on  to  the  Oia,  and  at  wiU  replacing  cussed  in  the  paper  might  be  reduced  to  two. 

them.     In  those  cases  which  were  described  First,   whether    elongation  of  ligamentous 

as  dislocations  consequent  on  rheumatism  or  tissue  sufficient  to  permit  dislocation  could 

sciatica,  he  should  have  little  doubt  that  the  take  place;  and  this  he  thought  was  certainly 

pain  was  the  consequence  of  the  ulceration  established,  not  only  by  the  drawing  and  the 

of  the  tissues  of  the  joint,  as  in  the  usual  preparation  that  was  exhibited,  but  from  the 

cases  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the  hip.     He  well-known  fact  of  the  lengthening  of  the 

had  never  hod  an  opportunity  of  olraerving  arm  by  its  dropping  down  in  cases  of  para- 

elongation  of  the  ligomentum  teres,  or  the  lysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder,  and 

capsule  of  the  hip ;  in  the  cases  of  dislocation  fiom  that  which  was  constantly  observable 

he  had  seen,  they  were  usually  both  ulcerated,  in  long-standing  cases  of  disease  of  the  syno- 

Mr.  Bronsby  Cooper  said  it  was  a  thing  viol  membrane  of  the  knee-joint,  in  which 

altogether  inexplicable  and  new  to  him,  that  both  the  crucial  and  lateral  ligaments  b«- 

there  should  be  any  disease  capable  of  don-  came  so  elongated  as  to  permit  dislocation 

gating  a  tissue  such  as  the  fibrous  tissue  of  of  the  tibia  backwards  and  outwards  beneoth 

the  capsule  of  the  hip,  which  was  by  nature  the  condyles  of   the  femur,   although  the 

expressly  intended  for  the  fixing    of   the  tissue  of  the  elongated  ligaments  did  not  ap- 

former,  and  which  was,  in  the  healthy  state,  pear  materially  altered.  In  the  second  plaoe, 

altogether  incapable  of  yielding.     He  had  the  question  might  be  whether  such  elonga- 

never  seen  such  a  case  as  elongation  of  these  tion  had  occurred  in  all  the  cases  related, 

structures,  and  but  for  the  dissection  which  and  this  he  thought  was  also  established, 

had  been  made  he  should  have  doubted  the  The  cases  were  certainly  distinct  from  all 

possibility  of  such  an  occurrence  as  a  relax-  those  of  ordinary  dislocations  from  accident; 

ation  of  a  fibrous  tissue  consequent  on  para-  and  they  were  equally  distinct  from  disloca- 

lysis,  such  that  a  dislocation  should  take  tions  such  as  commonly  occur  from  disease 

place  without  (as  far  as  he  could  see)  any  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  and  other  tissues 

muscular  power  sufficient  for  the  dislocation  of  the  joint ;  the  preparation  exhibited,  and 

of  the  bone ;  for  the  limbs,  in  the  two  first  another  which  he  had  hoped  to  be  able  to 

cases,  were  said  to  be  paralytic.  present,  from  which  the  drawing  was  taken. 

Dr.  Copland  related  a  cose  of  what  might  showed  that  in  these  the  elongation  really 
be  termed  spontaneous  dislocation  of  the  Up,  existed,  and  there  was  so  much  similarity  in 
and  which  exactly  corresponded  with  some  all  the  cases,  that  it  appeared  reasonable  to 
of  those  relatei)  by  Mr.  Stanley.  It  occurred  assume  the  same  cause  in  all. 
in  an  elderly  woman,  who  had  had  pains  in  Dr.  Copland  said  that  be  could  not  under- 
the  limb,  apparently  rheumatic,  and  in  whom,  stand  why  Mr.  Cooper  should  have  any 
unexpectedly,  and  without  any  evident  cause,  doubt  respecting  the  capability  of  ligamen- 
gradual  shortening  and  inversion  of  the  limb  tous  tissues  to  be  elongated :  he  believed  that 
occurred.  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison  subse-  Sir  Astley  Cooper  hod  particularly  described 
quently  examined  the  limb  with  him,  and  a  state  in  which  they  become  singularly  re- 
there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  dislocation  laxed. 

of  the  femur  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium  had  Mr.  Amott  said  some  of  the  cases  related 

taken  place.  in  the  paper  had  an  important  bearing  on 

Mr.  Solly  said  the  case  alluded  to  by  Mr.  others  in  which  surgeons  were  very  likely  to 

Coulson  was  well  known  to  him.      It  was  &11  into  diograce,  on  the  suspicion  of  having 

that  of  a  watchmaker,  in  Shoreditch,  who  overlooked  a  dislocation,  which,  in  reality, 

possessed  the  power  of  voluntarily  dislocating  hod  not  occurred  till  a  considerable  period 

and  replacing  his  thighs.    The  man  had  told  after  the  accident.     He  had  been  lately  con- 

him  that  he  iras  quite  unconscious  how  he  suited  in  a  case  of  this  kind :  a  man  had  a 

had  learned  to  do  it,  but  such  was  now  the  fall,  and  the  surgeon  who  examined  him, 

laxity  of  the  tissues,   that  it  was  efTected  finding  no  change  in  the  position  of  the  parts 

without  any  difficulty  whatever.     Mr.  Solly  about  the  hips,  treated  it  as  a  bruise.    The 

would  suggest  (hat  in  the  first  two  cases  man  remained  for  some  time  rather  bme; 
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bat  it  was  not  till  a  verf  oonaidaraible  period  in  tome  otiier  nervota  »ffectioiti :  mAf  tkat 
had  elapsed  that  the  limb  was  found  to  bo  morning  ho  had  Been  a  duU  who  had  nuf* 
shortened  and  inverted.    On  examination)  it  fered  ftt>m  what  might  be  caUnl  infantiiM 
was  now  certain  that  the  femnr  was  dislo-  paraljris  from  some  disease  of  the  brnia  : 
cated  unto  the  dorsum  of  the  ilinm  ;  and  on  the  joints  of  the  leg  were  all  Isoae,  aoA  the 
the  evidence  of  the  surgeon  who  had  first  astragahii    could  be    easily   drawn    so  fiar 
attended  the  cassi  and  on  whom  some  ob-  forward  that  do  doubt  it  might  be   coat^ 
loquy  had  been  cast,  though  perfect  reliance  pletely  dislocated  by  a  very  slight  accident. 
might  be  placed  on  Us  opinion,  it  was  equally  As  to  the  cases  in  which  di^ocation  followed 
certain  thai  the  dislocation  had  not  existed  a  considerable  time  after  receiving  an  kijury 
from  the  time  of  the  accident.     Attempts  to  the  hip,  he  had  seen  some  of  these,  and 
were  made  at  reduction,  and  the  limb  was  had  always  supposed  them  to  be  the  ressolt  of 
twice  or  more  drawn  down  to  its  fall  length,  slow  disease  of  the  joint,  by  which  the  femv 
and  even  to  sodiething  beyond  the  length  of  was  either  pushed  out  of  its  socket  by  an 
the  other;  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  aocnmuistion  of  synovial  seerstiQtt,    of   by 
replace  tbb  head  of  the  femur  in  the  cotyloid  which  the  ligamentnm  teres  and.  other  pants 
cavity.  were  slowly  destroyed  by  nloeraticMi.  He  re- 
The  President  said  that  it  had  fallen  to  his  membered  well  having  a  young  man  under 
lot  to  see  many  cases  of  what  were  called  his  care  who  had  been  sent  up    trom  tiw 
spontaneous  dislocations  of  the  hip.    These  country^  where  he  had  suffered  sosae  tune 
he  belieyed  had  been  of  two  kinds ;  in  the  from  the  effects  of  a  blow  on  the  hip.     He 
one  he  considered  that  inflammation  of  the  was  not  much  relieved  by  {he  treatment,  and 
synovial  membranehad taken  place,  producing  one  morning,  to  his  great  mortification,  the 
increased  secretion,  distending  ^le  capsule,  hip  was  found  to  be  dislocated, 
and   gradually    pushing    the  hesd  of   the         Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  said  the  stales   of 
femnr  outwards,    so   that  the   trochanter  dongation  of  the  ligaments  alluded  to  did 
became  more  and  more  prominent,  tiU  at  not  bear  on  the  cases  in  question.     Hiom 
last  the  head  passing  beyond  the  brim  of  the  occurring  in  the  knee-joint  were  hardly  to 
acetabulum,  the  muscles  drew  it  up  to  the  be  regarded  as  elongations ;  ft>r  in  disloca> 
dorsum  of  the  iluim.     Some  cases  of  this  tions  of  the  tibia  backwards,  neither  the  cm- 
kind  were  related  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  dal  nor  the  lateral  ligaments  would  be  likely 
the  Joints,  but  whether  in  these  elongation  to  be  put  on  the  stretch.     Besides,  in  these 
of  the  ligamentnm  teres  and  capsule  had  cases  of  disease  of  long  standing,  all  the  tis* 
taken  place,  he  could  not  say,  not  having  sues  were  so  altered  that  ligaments  at  length 
had  an  opportunity  of  dissecting  any.     In  scarcely  deserved  the  name,  and  could  not 
other  cases  the  dislocation  followed  disease  be  expected  any  longer  to  perform  the  frmc- 
of  the  hip,  commencmg  either  in  the  arti«  tions  of  ligaments.    He  knew  also  very  wtSL 
cnlar    cartilages  or   in  the   head    of   the  that  there  were  states  in  which  dislocations 
femur.     These  cases  were  commonly  ac-  could  be  produced  with  great  fiunlity  after 
Gompanied  by  suppuration  in  the  joint,  with  they  had  once  occurred ;  four  or  five  such 
distension  of  the  capsule,  and  often  uloera*  cases '  had  been  lately  in  Guy's .  HospitaL 
tion  of  it.     In  some  of  these  the  head  of  But  there  was  no  proof  that  in  these  there 
the  bone  passed  through  an  ulcerated  aper-  was  elongation  of  liie  capsule  or  ligamentnm 
ture  in  the  capsule ;  in  others  part  of  the  teres,  tissues  which  he  would  again  urge 
capsule  remaining  entire  itwas  drawn  up  with  were  eapeciaUy  adapted  and  formed  to  resist 
the  bone  ;  in  others  again  tiie  whole  capsule  physioal  extension.    He  must  repeat,  that  it 
seemed  destroyed,  so  that  its  tissue  could  no  was  to  him  a  new  and  peifsctly  inexplicabfe 
longer  be   distinguished  from  that  of  the  factf  that  in  a  state  of  paralysis  such  a  dia- 
surrounding  parts.     As  to  relaxation  of  the  ease  of  a  fibrous  tissue  should  take  place  as 
ligamentoos  tissues,  he  thought  this   was  should  produce  its  elongation  and  enlarge- 
Ihr   from  uncommon ;    he  had  somewhere  ment ;  and  that  in  a  person  lying  paralytic, 
recorded  such  a  state  as  occurring  in  hyste-  and  therefore  necessarily  in  die  recumbent 
rical  women,   who  could  often  produce  at  posture,  dislocation  should  take  place  when 
will  subluxations  of  many  of  tho  joints  of  there  seemed  no  muscular  power  by  which 
their  limbs,  and  had  a  peciOia  rlaxity  of  all  the  it  could  be  produced, 
ligaments.     He  had  lately  seen  a  lady  in         At  the  conclusion  of  this  discussion,  of 
whom  this  laxity  existed  remarkably  in  the  which  we  have  been  able  to  insert  only  a 
lower  jaw,  so  that  it  was  apt  to  be  dislocated  very  brief  and  imperfect  sketch,  and  whidi 
in  the  common  movements  of  the  mouth ;  was  carried  on  with  unusual  vivadty  for 
and  he  believed  this  state  was  much  con-  more  than  half  an  hour  beyond  the  usual 
nected  with  the  general  condition   of  the  time,   the    President  annoiaced   that  Dr. 
health,  for  after  this  lady's  strength  had  been  Frans    had    brou^t    to    the    Society   ui 
improved  by  a  course  of  steel  medicines,  the  instrument  for    the  cure  of    short-sight- 
looseness  of  her  jaw  wasremarkably  decreased.  ednesB,   which  he  would  be  happy  to  e». 
The  same  relaxation  of  hgaments  existed  plain  to  the  members  of  the  Society.    Thb 


DR.  HUGHES'  REPORTS  OF  CASES.  669 

appftfadnui,  ol  tfUoh  the  main  Intention  is  to  the  tong^ne  coated  ind  mabt;  and  the  boweh 

provide  a  meaufl  fbr  gradually  increasing  the  rather  confined.     Regarding   her  age,   the 

distance  at  which  a  book  is  read,  by  gra*  feebleness  of  her  pulse,  and  the  unnsoal  ab- 

dually  raising  a  support  for  the  head  to  a  aence  of  constitutional  excitement,  together 

greater  distance  fiom  a  small  reading*desk,  with  the  dark  colour  of  the  rash,  I  thought 

excited  oonsiderable  attention.     It  was,  we  it  prudent,  after  a  purgative  of  rhubarb  and 

believe,  invented  by  Dr.  Berthold,  of  Got-  calomel,  at  once  to  commence  with  tonics  and 

tingen,  and  was  named  by  him  the  Myopo*  stimulants.     I  therefore  prescribed  decoct, 

diortboticon.     (A  minute  account  of  it  is  cinchon.^ss.;ammon.  sesquicarb.gr.iv.  tobe 

inserted  at  page  866  of  the  last  volume  of  taken  6very  eight  hours,  and   ordered   the 

the  MsoiCAi.  Gazbttb.)  affected  parts  of  the  face  to  be  freely  pUnc- 

Before  the  reading  of  the  paper  was  com-  tured  with  thepointof  alancet,andto  be  after- 

menced,  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  begged  to  be  wards  fomented.      The  following  day  the 

permitted  to  assure  the  President  of  the  gra-  erysipelas  had  extended,  but  the  turgesence 

tification  the  Society  felt  in  seeing  him  again  and  tension  of  the  parts  punctured  was  much 

amongst  them  after  bi»  recent  serious  aod-  reduced,  her  bowels  had  been  freely  acted  on 

dent ;  an  assurance  which  was  warmly  con-  by  the  powders,  and  as  die  was  in  no  respect 

£rmed,  and  for  which  Sir  B.  Brodie  briefly  worse  from  the  exhibition  of  the  tonic,  it 

returned  thanks.  was  ordered  to  be  continued  every  six  hours, 

,  ■■    ,  and  the  pnnctnres  of  the  face  to  be  repeated. 

'REPORTS    OF    CASES  '^^  same  medicine  and  the  daily  punctures 

were  prescribed  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  day, 

Bv  H.  M.  Hughes,  M.D.  ^hen  the  rash,  after  extending  over  the  whole 

AssisUnt  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital,  and  face,  and  to  both  ears,  gradually  subsided,  and 

Physician  to  the  Surrey  Dispensary.  the  patient  without  a  bad  symptom  of  any  kind 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette.)  was  speedily  restored  to  her  former  health 

and  strength.     I  have  noticed  this  ease  sini- 

Cywmche  tontillarie. --yeomen,  it  has  ply  for  the  purpose  of  mentioning  the  admi- 
appeared  to  me,  are  more  subject  to  thU  ralSle  effects  I  have  seen  result  in  simUar 
affection  than  men.  Among  the  patients  who  instances  from  frequently  repeated  acnpunc- 
have  presented  themselves  at  the  Dispensary,  tnratbn  of  the  parts  about  the  head  and  face 
as  well  as  among  those  visited  at  their  own  affected  with  erysipehu,  originally  prlu;tised, 
residences,  this  increased  liability  of  females  I  believe,  by  Dr.  Sutton,  and  highly  recom- 
to  inflammation  of  the  tonsils  has  been  evi-  mended  by  Dr.  Bright.  The  minute  vessete 
dent.  The  number  of  those  in  which  the  of  the  part  are  thereby  unloaded,  the  tur- 
complaint  was  so  severe  as  to  render  them  gesoence  of  the  surface  reduced,  and  the  pain 
incapable  of  leaving  home  was  only  seven,  relieved,  without  decreasing  in  any  appre- 
and  of  these  sir  were  females.  The  treat-  dable  degree  the  power  of  the  patient.  I 
ment  in  all  was  simple ;  consisting  merely  of  have  ordered  it  and  seen  it  ordered  in  many 
the  administratwn  of  emetics  and  saline  cases.  In  several  it  has  appeared  to  arrest 
aperients,  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  the  prograss  of  the  disease,  in  most  it  has 
warm  water,  and  the  application  of  leeches  afforded  very  decided  relief,  and  in  none  am 
and  blisters,  while  the  disease  was  acute,  I  aware,  though  some  of  the  patients  have 
and  the  use  of  astringent,  acid,  and  capsicum  ultimately  |died  of  the  complaint,  that  its 
gargles,  and  the  exhibition  of  bitter  infusions  eflects  have  been  injurious,  or  otherwise  than 
and  occasional  purgatives,  when  it  has  as-  advantageous.  The  patients  generally  re- 
sumed the  chronic  form.  Two  of  the  cases  present  the  pain  caused  by  the  operation  to 
terminated  by  suppuration,  and  the  remain-  be  severe,  but  it  is  of  short  duration,  and  the 
der  by  resolution,  but  none  presented  any  ease  that  is  afforded  by  it  more  than  compen- 
features  worthy  of  espedal  notice.  sates  for  the  brief  previous  suffering.     No 

EryitipelaM  qf  the  face, — Of  the  three  marks,  or  such  only  as  arc  perceptible  upon 

cases  which  came  under  my  notice  as  patients  close  and  attentive  examination,  are  left  by 

of  the  dispensary  during  the  year,  two  were  the  punctures. 

of  a  trifling  nature,  and  were  cured  in  a  few  CoHca  pietonum, — In  consequence  of  an 

days  by  a  brisk  mercurial  purgative,  saline  extensive   white-lead   mannfiictory  existing 

medicines,  and  simple  emollient  applications,  within  the  district,  a  considerable  number  of 

The  other  occurred  in  a  woman,  aged  68,  patients,  suffering  more  or  less  severely  from 

who  had  formerly  been  in  a  superior  station  the  poisonous  effects  of  that  mineral,  have 

in  life,  and  had  always  been  of  very  tcm-  applied  for  advice  at  the  dispensary.    Seven 

perate  habits.     When  she  was  first  seen  only,  however,  during  the  year  were  confined 

the  disease,  originally  induced  by  a  draught  at  home  with  colic     Of  these  six  were  em- 

qf  cold  air,  had  alrrady  existed  three  days,  ployed  in  the  white-lead  works,  and  the 

and  covered  the  vertex,  and  one  side  of  the  seventh  was  engaged  in  melting  the  "  dross" 

face.  The  rash  was  of  a  dusky  crimson  hue ;  and  refuse  lead  of  plumbers.     Most  of  them 

the  pulse  was  feeble,  but  not  much  excited ;  had  previously  suffered  more  than  once  from 
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the  same  complaint,  and  one  of  them  had  the  complaint.     In  a  paper  pabliihed  in  the 

been  affected  for  seyeral  weeks  with  partial  1st  toI.  of  the  Mbdical  Gazbttb  of  1835, 1 

paralysis  of  the  hands.  mentioned  sereral  facts  collected  from  authors 

Upon  the  proximate  cause  of  lead  colic,  who  have  written  upon  the  diseases  produced 

scarcely  any  things  of  a  definite  character  ap-  by  lead,  and  many  which  had  occurred  un- 

pears  to  have  been  ascertained,  as  in  the  der  my  own  observation,  which  then  appeared 

comparatively  few  fatal  cases  that  have  been  to  myself  almost  to  prove  that  this  mineral 

examined,  no   single  morbid  condition,  or  sometimes  induces  paralysis  of  the  limbs  by 

assemblage  of  morbid  conditions,  has  been  contact  with  the  extremities  of  the  nerves 

so  frequently  noticed  as  to  be  considered  supplying    the   muscles    paralysed.     Since 

characteristic  of  the  disease  or  in  any  degree  that  time  I  have  noticed  many  drcumstanoes 

satisfactorily  to  account  for  all  its  accompany-  which  have  tended  to  confirm  the  troth  of 

ing  phenomena.     In  the  most  recent  work  *  the  opinions  there  advanced.     If  thoae  opt- 

upon  the  subject,  it  is  regarded  as  a  neuralgia  uions  are  tenable  in  reference  to  the  external 

of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  and  the  opinion  is  surlaoe  of  the  body,  it  would.  I  eonoetve,  be 

in  some  degree  supported  by  the '*arthralgic"  difficult  to  show  that  they  are  not  eqiudly 

affections  which  frequently  accompany  it,  applicable  to  its  internal  surface  also. 

but  far  from  being  its  invariable,  or  even  Hie  treatment  adopted  in  the  aevea  cases 

general  attendants.     But  as  it  has  been  ob-  of  colica  pictonum  referred  to  above,  and 

served  by  the  reviewer  of  that  work,  *'  neither  indeed  in  almost  all  of  those  who  hare  a|>- 

the  character  of  the  pain,  the  symptoms  plied  to  me  for  advice,  was    simple  and 

existing  simultaneously  with  it,  the  snbse-  uniform.    To  quiet  the  stomach,   to  allay 

quent  degeneration  into  paralysis,  nor  the  the  pain,  and  to  induce  a  free  action  of  the 

modes  of  treatment  most  commonly  found  bowels,  were  the  indications  which  directed 

effective  in  its  cure,  afford  any  countenance  it.     In  almost  every  instance,  indeed  vrith 

to  the  idea  that  the  disease  is  a  neuralgia."  only  one  exception,  which  wiU  be  herealter 

It  may  be,  I  think,  with  truth  asserted,  on  the  mentioned,  it  was  sufficient  in  relieving  the 

contrary,  that  the  established  sedative  action  symptoms  in  a  very  few  hours,  and  in  com- 

of  lead,  when  administered  as  a  medicine,  its  pletely  curing  the  complaint  in  a  very  few 

decided  influence  in  causing  paralysis  of  the  days.     Ten  or  twelve  grains  of  calomel,  with 

voluntary  muscles  of  the  parts  to  which  it  one  or  one  and  half  of  opium,  were  directed 

has  been  in  frequent  or  long  continued  con-  to  be  taken  directly,  and  if  rejected  to  be 

tact,  as  well  as  an  attentive  consideration  of  repeated  in  three  or  four  hours,  and  the  ab- 

the  symptoms  accompanying  the  complaint,  domen  was  ordered  to  be  assiduously  fo- 

and  of  die  medicines  which  are  most  effec-  mented  with  hot  decoction  of  poppies.  Four 

tually  employed  for  its  removal,  all  tend  to  hours  alter  the  pUl  had  been  retained,  a 

confirm  the  opinion^  that  colica  pictonum  common  aperient  draught  of  ^ij.  of  warmed 

essentially  depends  upon  paralysis  of  a  por-  infection  of  senna,  and  5i8S.  of  epaom  salts 

tion  of  the  intestinal  tube  and  that  the  spasm  were  ordered  to  be  taken  every  four  or  six 

(if  it  really  exists)  results  from  the  con-  hours  till  the  bowels  were  freely  moved.     If 

tractile  efforts  of  the  intestine  above  the  part  the  desired  effect  was  not  produced  in  twenty 

paralysed  to  overcome  the  obstruction  there  four  hours,  the  action  of  the  medicine  was 

existing.      Pains  approaching  in  character  assisted  by  a  turpentine  enema.     The  severe 

those  of  colica  pictonum,  accompany  ob-  pain  has  almost  always  been  removed  when 

structed  intestine  from  other  causes,  and  like  the  bowels  have  been  freely  moved,  but  a  duQ 

them  are  generally  removed  by  a  free  action  heavy  pain  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis  has  not 

of  the  bowels.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  conceive  unfrcquently  remained  for  two  or  three  days, 

that  paralysis  may  affect  one  person  of  the  and  a  tendency  to  constipation  has  existed 

canal  while  spasmodic  contraction  exists  in  for  a  longer  period.     Under  such  circum- 

another,  if  it  be  believed  probable  that  the  stances  five  grains  of  blue  pill,  with  half  a 

lead  may  be  taken  into  the  stomach  togetho'  grain  of  opium  at  bedtime,  and  the  use  of 

with  the  food,  and  from  particles  floating  in  less  powerful  aperients  have  generally  suf- 

the  air— that  like  magnesia  and  sulphur  it  ficed  in  a  short  time  to  restore  the  patient 

may  accumulate  in  the  colour,  and  that  it  to  his  accustomed  health.    Though  I  believe 

may  there  act  simply  as  a  sedative  upon  the  that  in  severe  and  obstinate  cases  venesection 

nerves  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  expedites  the  cure,  and  very  materially  assists 

The  prophylactic  influence  of  cleanliness,  of  the  operation  of  other  remedies ;  I  have  yet 

care  to  avoid  eating  and  drinking  in  an  at-  never  thought  its  employment  necessary  in 

mosphere  impr^;nated  with  the  mineral,  and  uncomplicated  examples  of  lead  ocdie.     A 

of  occasional  doses  of  castor  oil,  or  other  very  large  majority  of  M.  Tanquerd's  CBwn 

aperients,  tends  to  confirm  the  probability,  were  attended  witfi  constipation,  but  disrr- 

or  at  least  the  possibility,  of  this  origin  of  hoea  is  stated  tohave  existed  in  a  few  throngh- 

"  •'iw<»x^^u.i  M^  A^m  ^i.  » 7^ —  o'**  t^c  entire  course  of  the  disease.    I  havs 

*TraitedesMa]adiesdePlomb,&c.parL.Tan-  ^^^,  ^^^   .«  «,..«,«u  »r  i...i  -«..«        .IT 

qnerel,  in  the  British  and  Foreign  filedical  Re-  ^^^^  •®®°  *"  example  of  lead  oolio  with 

view,  Oct.  IMO.  diarrhoea  as  an  accompaniment. 
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Im  only  one  of  the  patients  was  there  any  opened ;  the  sickness  had  ceased,  and  the 

paralytic  affection  of  the  hands,  and  in  one  pain  of  the  abdomen  had   almost  entirely 

only  was  there  any  cerebral  disturbance  of  disappeared.     He  complained  of  headache, 

importance.     The  case  of   the  latter  was  and  the  pulse  was  only  60  in  the  minute » 

briefly  as  follows: —  full  and  strong. 

Cornelius  Lyons,  aged  34,  a  rather  slight  y.  S.  ad  Jviij.  Rep.  Enema  vesper^ ;   p. 

man,  of  light  complexion,  came  under  my  Hydrorg.  Chlorid.  gr.  j. ;   Ext.  Hyos- 

care  as  a  patient  of  the  dispensary,  March  ciam.  gr.  iij. ;  Ext.  Coloc.  C.  gr.  vj. ; 

7th,  1840.     He  was  employed  in  a  white-  fi^nt  pil.  ij.  ter  die  sumcnd. 

l"!f  ^TZ'!1^  ''",•*'"''  £^°^  ""^"^  After  this  time  I  called  at  his  house,  but 

had  suffered  from  cohc.     His  pam  was  ex-  ^^^^^  ^^  away  from  home,  and  when  he 

ceedmgly  severe,  occurnng  m  pa^xysms  of  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  dis^isary  on  the  17th,  I  heard 

"^l^"^  JT^^.A           ""'J^  A^-^^  that  he  had  i*tu*ro^tohU  occupation.     He 

aching  of  the  abdomen  exiirted  dunng  the  ^^  ^^  ptyalism.  his  bowels   were   freely 

intervals.     He  had  occasional  vomiting ;  the  „oved  t^ci  or  irice  daily,  and  he  had  nb 

abdomen  was  flat  and  supple:  the  tongue  ' 

slightly  coated  and  moist ;  the  gums  edged  -.                          «    •»# 

with  a  dark  blue  line,  and  the  bowels  con-  R«P'  P>1-  om.nocte.     R.  Magnes.  Sulph. 

stipated  ;   he  comphuned  of  no  pam  in  his  S-  i  Tr.  Hyoscuun.  nixv.  Inf.  Gentaan. 

head  or  limbs.  ^-  5^*  ^^*^*  haust.  ter  die  sumend. 

R  Hydrarg.  Chlorid.  gr.  x. ;  Opii,  gr.  j. ;  28th.—Discharged  free  from  wmplaint. 

St.    sumend.      Haustus   Cathart.    Jij.  This  patient  has  not  since  suffered  from 

(tepid)    post    hor.  iv. ;     deinde    6ta  «>^ca  pictonum,  but  is  at  present  under  my 

quaque  hor.  ad  sedes.     Fotus  Papavcr.  care  as  an  out-patient  at  Guy's  Hospital  for 

callid.  abdomini  applicand.  paralysis  of  the  wnsts  and  hands. 

For  three  days  I  heard  nothing  of  him,  -—------——-—-——-—----—-----—----- 

and  supposed  therefore  that  he  had  been  re-  CASE  OP  KCVTE  HYDROCEPHALUS 

lieved,  but  on  the  10th  I  was  requested  to  CURED, 
see  him  again.     I  then  found  that  his  pain 

jjrtt                   ..L   *.             -^                    ^'ii^  BY  DR.  BIK&BAUM.  OT  DOR8TBN. 

was  still  severe,  that  vomiting  was  still  fre-  »*■»»*«-,  ur^„»o«»<^. 

quent,  and  that  his  bowels  had  not  been  A  boy,  whose  head  was  disproportionately 

opened.     I  also  heard  that  he  had  that  mom-  large,  had  from  his  birth  frequently  suffered 

ing  had  an  epileptic  fit,  and  I  myself  saw  one  from  indigestion,  and  the  greatest  variety  of 

of  a  well  marked  character  which  occurred  children's  diseases,  which  very  much  checked 

during  the  visit,  and  lasted  for  about  ten  the  development  of  his  body.  In  April  1837, 

minutes.     I  was  now  for  the  first  time  in-  when  he  had  completed  his    second  year, 

formed  that  he  had  previously  been  in  a  hos-  after  being  dulled  in  the  feet,  and  taking  in- 

pital  for  a  month  in  consequence  of  a  severe  digestible   food,   he  was    attacked  with  a 

pain  of  the  head,  for  which  he  had  been  gastro-rheumatic  fever,  and  hardly  had  he 

cupped  and  blistered  with  relief,  but  that  he  got  over  this,  when  in  consequence  of  taking 

had  never  before  that  morning  suffered  from  cold  again,  one  of  the  most  destructive  of 

fits.     After  his  recovery  from  the  epileptic  children's  diseases  came  on.     The  patient 

paroxysm  he  did  not  complain  of  pain  of  could  not  bear  his  playthings ;  became  very 

the  head,  and  his  pulse  was  natural  as  to  peevish ;   complained  of  violent  headache ; 

frequency,  feeble,  and  small.  He  was  ordered  could  not  hold  up  his  head,  but  let  it  fall 

Sp.  Terebinth.  Ol.  Ricini,  aa.3j. ;  Decoct,  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  when  lying 

Avenas.    Jxiv.;    M.ft.    enema    statim  down,  plunged  it  deep  into  the  pUlow.    The 

injiciend.     Rep.  Mist,  et   Fotus.     ft.  temperature  of  the  head  was  burning  hot, 

Hydrarg.  Chlorid.  gr.  j. ;  Opii  gr.  i  ;  "^^^  the  extremities  felt  cold ;  the  carotids 

M.  ft.  pil.  singul.  cum  dosib.  mistur.  pulsated  strongly ;  the  face  was  of  a  corpse- 

sumend ;   Empl.     Cantharidis    nuchae  ^^  paleness ;  the  eyes  red  and  intolerant  of 

applicend.  light;  the  nose  and  the  external  auditory 

llth.-Bowels  only  slightly  moved;  bat  ^^^  "^"^^^  dry ;  Ae  tongue  dean  and  red ; 

he  experienced  very  gfeat  raUrf  alter  the  ex-  *^"*  »~Vi  ''T**^,^°'J!i  ^Z""^  Tt^^'V 

hibiti^  of  the  enema,  and  the  sickness  and  ^^J"^^  *  ^^J"^  ^"^J-  "^^  ^^' 

pain  were    considerably    aUeviated;    pulae  T^.,*^*?^*"  added  vomiting,  terror,  coma 

iSl  feeble;   did  not  ^mphun  of  pain  or  r^'  ^  greater  indifference,  siting  ^e 

heaviness  of  the  head.  *«^.  ^^  ^J^^lF!^^'^.  ?ki    *  ^^' 

respiration  hanUy  audible  or  visible,  and  in- 

^  Hanst.  Cathart.  ^iv. ;  Decoct.  Avenie.  temipted  by  sighs,  and  repeated  exclama- 

Jxvj. ;  M.  ft.  enema  statim.  injidend  ;  ^^^^  jj^^j  j^  ^„  burning  or  falling.     It  was 

^.  Ol.  Ricini,  5ij. :  Tr.  Opu.  nix.     M.  equally  obvious  that  the  disease  was  inflam- 

capt.  dimld.  st.  ct    rcpt.  m  hor. ;   vj.  „^ti,,„  ^f  the  brain,  and  that  the  child  was 

nm  alvus  solnta  luerit.  jn  gjeat  danger.     Several  leeches  were  ap- 

12th. — The    bowels   had    been    freely  pli^  to  the  mastoid  process,  a  blister  was 
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put  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  mercurial  oint- 
ment was  rnbbed  on  the  submaxillary  glands, 
and  two  grains  and  a  half  of  calomel  *  were 
administered  daily.  On  the  seventh  day  of 
the  treatment,  the  submaxillary  glands  were 
considerably  swollen,  the  angle  of  the  mouth 
was  sore,  and  its  cavity  reddened,  but  there 
was  no  remarkable  mercurial  odour,  and  no 
commencement  of  salivation.  On  this  day, 
15  grains  of  calomel  having  now  been  taken, 
and  two  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment 
rubbed  on,  a  happy  change  took  place,  a^d 
gave  great  probability  of  a  favourable  termi- 
nation. In  the  evening,  the  left  cavity  of 
the  nose  again  secreted  mucus,  and  after- 
wards  the  right  cavity  ;  the  eyes  (of  which 
the  left  had  been  affected  with  oedema  of  the 
upper  lid)  again  poured  out  tears  when  the 
child  cried ;  and  each  external  auditory 
meatus,  but  the  left  one  more  than  the 
right,  likewise  began  to  secrete  mucus.  The 
return  of  these  natural  secretions,  which  de- 
serve the  greatest  consideration,  afforded  the 
surest  sign  of  the  decrease  of  the  morbid 
processes  above  mentioned.  In  order  to  aid 
these  critical  endeavours  of  nature,  and  give 
the  last  blow  to  the  disease,  Dr.  Bierbaum 
used  six  more  grains  of  calomel,  and  another 
drachm  of  mercurial  ointment;  so  that  in 
all,  twenty-one  grains  of  calomel,  and  three 
drachms  of  mercurial  ointment  had  been 
employed.  It  was  now  time  to  discontinue 
the  treatment,  as  was  shown  by  the  mercurial 
fever  which  came  on,  and  which  disappeared 
again  in  a  few  days.  In  this  manner  the 
child  fortunately  escaped  its  threatened  fate ; 
it  recovered  rapidly,  and  still  enjoys  the  most 
perfect  health. — Med,  Zeit.  v.  V.  f,  H.  in 
Fr.;  and  SchmidVaJahrbucker,  Sept.  1840. 

APOPLEXY,  WITH  HEMIPLEGIA, 

IN  CONSEaUBNCE  OF  FRIGHT. 

By  Dr.  Rittbr. 

Trb  only  peculiarity  of  this  case  is  its  eause. 
A  robust  and  rather  plethoric  woman,  thirty- 
eight  years  old,  was  in  perfect  health,  and 
speaking  to  a  neighbour,  when  her  servant- 
girl  frightened  her  by  brandishing  a  bright 
spiral  wire  over  her  head,  so  as  to  make  it 
look  as  if  a  snake  were  falling  on  her.  In 
her  fright  the  woman  suddenly  fell  down  in 
in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  remained  for  some 
time  nearly  unconscious.  When  examined 
she  complained  of  a  noise  and  beating  in  the 
left  side  of  the  head,  deafness  of  the  left  ear, 
and  of  blindness  and  loss  of  taste  on  the 
same  side.  She  could  not  move  any  part  of 
the  left  side  of  the  body,  and  in  every  respect 
resembled  a  patient  suffering  from  hemiplegia 
in  consequence  of  sanguineous  apoplexy.     By 

*  In  the  originslit  is  half  a  grain,  by  an  error 
of  the  press  or  the  pen,  as  appears  by  the  subse- 
queat  statement  ot  what  hacf  been  taken  by  the 
seventh  day.— Translator's  Notr. 


active  antiphlogutic  treatment,  and  ▼ario'u 
other  measures,  she  was  gradually  restoi^ 
from  this  state  in  about  three  iDonth?. 
(MedieiniBcke  Zeitunp,  Sipi,  9,  1840;  and 
Brit,  and  For,  Med,  Rev, 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  aU 
Causes  ^  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  9th  January,  1841. 

Small  Pox  

Measles   "*]' 

Scarlatina   \\\\ 

Hooping  Cough * ' 

Croup 

Thrush    '"/' 

Diarrhoea    '..'.' 

Dysentery 

Cholera    \\\\ 

1  nfluenza *"' 

Typhua    **** 

Erysipelas ill!]* 

Syphilis  '.,'.'.' 

Hydrophobia • .  •  •  • 

Diseases  of  the  Drain,  Nerves,  aod  ^Venaea '. ' 
Diseases  of  the  Luugs,  and  other  Oinns  of 

Respiration   

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-veaaeia  '.'.'.' 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c  

Childbed ,.. "" 

Ovarian  Dropay    '."," 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c ! ! . !   ' 

Rheaniatism !!.!!!!" 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c« ' 

Ulcer 

Fistula ;...; 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  I ! ! !  ] ' " 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Inteinpe- 

ranee    ^ 

Causes  not  specified    !!!!!!! 

Deaths  from  all  Causes nil 
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57 
26 
S7 
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3 
8 
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0 
36 
9 
0 
0 
168 

J6 
TJ 

4 
8 
0 
4 
4 
S 
0 
1 
0 
147 
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Kept  at  Edmonton, Xfl/i/ttrfe  51**  37  32*'  N 
Longitude  0"  3'  51"  W,  qf  Greenwich,  * 


Jnn,  1841. 
Wednesday  13 
Thursday  .  14 
Friday  .  .  15 
Saturday  .  16 
Sunday  .  .  17 
Monday.  .  18 
Tuesday    .  19 


Thbrmombtbb 

flrom  20  to  38 

S3  37 

80  37 

99  48 

49  51 

49  61 

50  38 


BAuoasKran. 

99*37  to  S9-S 
»-!» 
29-«4 
29-37 
29*65 
59-70 
99nS3 


99*57 
29*50 
99-68 

99-n 


Wind  East  on  the  ISth  and  14th;  North  on  the 
15th ;  S.E.  and  9.W.  on  the  16th  and  two  IbDofr- 
mrdays j  North  on  the  19Ch. 

The  ISth,  overcast,  with  rain  in  the  moTBiiMr 
snd  suowinff  nearly  all  the  afternoon  and  evrSI 
in? ;  the  Hth,  cloudy,  with  rain  and  snow  ;  the 
15th.  generally  clear,  snow  fell  in  the  eariy  mn 
of  the  mominjr;  the  I6th,  overcast,  rmiSiK 
nearly  all  the  day,  wind  boisterous  in  the  even^ 
inff ;  the  ITth  generally  clear ;  the  ISlh,  orer- 
cast ;  the  19th,  moming  cloudy,  with  snow  and 
rain,  otherwise  cl^r. 

Rain  fallen,  with  melted  snow,  one  inch  and 
*9p5  of  an  inch. 

Charles  HtyaT  ApAits. 

Wilson  &  Ooiltt,  57,  Skinner  Street.  London. 
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FRIDAY,  JANUARY  29,  184L 


LECTURES  partof  the  cornea.  Secondly,  with  this  partial 

ON  THB  ▼ascolarity  and  these  pimples,  and  sometimes 

„^    .  ^,^    ^,,  .  ^«,,^«    ^«  even  without  them,  there  is  extreme  into- 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  j,,,^  „f  B^ht.    The  pun  produced  by 

PHYSIC,  exposing  the  eye  to  the  influence  of  li^t 

VeU^  ai  K-W*  CoUe,.,  Londb,.  Zn^Jl^cetHST^eS^TuT  %^ 

Bt  Dr.  Watson.  flow  over  the  cheek,  and  inflame  it  often, 

_^_  and  give   rise  to  the  eruptive  appearance 

y                YTY  term^  crtuta  lactea ;  or,  from  its  sometimes 

i^ECTURB  AiA.  covering  the  cheek  like  a  mask,  porHgo 

Strumotu  Ophthalmia  coniihuea.  lUcapttu-  forwi/w. 

lation.    Treatment  of  Strumoue  OphthaU  j  ^  ^j^  to  this  summary  of  what  was 
mia.     General  remarks  on  Conjunctmal  ^^^^  -^  ^^  l^t  lecture,  that  sometimes  tiie 
Inflammations.    Iritis :  tis  symptoms  and  vessels  whiqh  pass  along  the  coigunctiva  and 
treatment.     Causes  qf  Iritis,  o^er  the  cornea,  instead  of  leading  to  pus- 
Whbn  we  separated  yesterday,  I  was  about  to  tules,  extend  laterally ;  so  that  several  bun- 
describe  the  treatment  which  has  been  found  dies  of  vessels  unite  by  tlieir  mutual  ramifi- 
by  experience  to  be  the  best  for  relieving  cations  ;  and  that  part  of  the  conjunctiva 
stnimousorphlyctenular  ophthalmia..  Before  which  covers  the  cornea  becomes  thick,  as  if 
I  take  up  the  subject  where  it  was  then  it  were  darned,  and  more  or  less  opaque, 
dropped,  let  me  briefly  remind  you  of  the  Indeed,  the  greater  portion  or  the  whole  of 
character  and  principal  symptoms  of  the  the  corneal  covering  may  thus  be  rendered 
disorder.     It  is  a  form  of  inflammation  of  patchy  and  vascular.     Tlie  appearance  pre- 
the  conjunctiva,  towhich  serqftUous  children,  sented  by  the  eye  under  these  circumstances 
from  the  time  they  are  weaned,  to  about  the  ia  called  pannus, 
*            age  of  eight,  are  extremely  liable.     It  may  Treatment  qf  strumous  ophthtilmia,  — 
I            occur  considerably  later.     Sometimes  it  is  You  will  readily  believe,  from  what  has  been 
,            the  first  and  only  token  of  the  existence  of  said  of  this  complaint,  that  it  is  an  obstinate 
the  scrofUous  diathesis ;  generally  it  is  oh-  and  troublesome  one.     Even  when  removed, 
served  in  children  who  bear  other  marks  of  it  is  very  apt  to  recur  again.     The  scrofd- 
'            the  strumous  habit^  and  are  afflicted  with  lous  habit  on  which  it  depends  we  cannot 
other  forms  of  strumoos  disease,  get  rid  of ;  and  whenever  the  exciting  causes 
Its  symptoms  are— first,  slight  vascu-  of  scrofulous  diseases  come  into  action,  this 
larity ;  the  redness  being  partial,  and  result-  form  of  scrofula  is  very  prone  to  declare  it- 
ing  from  one  or  more  fasciculi  of  superficial  self,  at  the  period  of  life  which  I  have  already 
vessels,  that  advance  from  the  circumference  mentioned. 
f           of  the  visible  part  of  the  eye  towards  the  More  good  is  to  be  done  by  genersl  treat- 
^            cornea,  where  they  usually  stop :  sometimes  ment,  applied  to  the  system  at  large,  in  this 
^           )kowever  they  pass  a  littie  beyond  its  edge:  at  form  of  ophthalmia,  than  in  those  we  were 
the  extremities  of  these  fsisciculi,  upon  or  near  occupied  with  before  \  and  this  is  one  strong 
^            the  line  of  separation  between  the  cornea  point  of  difliereuce  between  them. 
^           and  the  sclerotica,  small  prominences  appear,  la  the  first  place  we  must  endeayowr  to 
t           which  are  sometimes  absorbed,  and  sometimes  correct  that  unnatural  condition  of  the  whole 
break  and  form  ulcers.     Less  frequentiy  the  system,  and  especially  of  the  digestive  or- 
'           phlyctens  are  situated  towards  the  central  gans,  which  is  commonly  so  striking  a  con- 

f              687.— xxwi.  2  X 
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cAtnitant  of  the  local  disease.     It  will  be  irritability  of  the  eye,  and  promote  the  heal- 

proper  to  clear  out  the  bowels  in  the  outset,  ing   of  the   ulcers.      The    red    privipitate 

Olid  occasionally,  by  a  mercurial  purge ;  and  ointment,  and  the  citrine  ointment   of  tJbe 

to  regulate  them  at  other  times  by  laxatives,  Pharmacopoeia  diluted,  are  also  (bond  beoe- 

such  as  rhubarb,  or  the  cpnfectio  sennie,  or  ficiol.- 

cairtor   oil.     The   recovery  will  be  greatly         Counter-irritation  is  another  local  mea- 

promoted  aUo  by  those  measures  which  are  sure,  whidi  is  of  undoubted  utility  in  this 

found  to  benefit  the  general  health  in  such  complaint.    A  great  change  for  the  b^ter  in 

constitutions ;  warm  clothing,  frequent  ablu-  the  stateof  the  organ  often  ocean,  almost  snd- 

tion  of  the  body,  nourishing  though  plain  denly,  upon  the  rising  ofablister  placed  behind 

food,  the  respiration  of  a  pure  atmosphere,  the  ear,  or  at  the  back  of  the  neck.     And 

change  of  air,  and  regular  exercise.  issues  in  the  arms  are  not  only  serviceable  in 

In  addition  to  these  measures,  tonic  medi-  prcmiotiog  the  cure,  but  have  a  marked  efle^ 

ctnes  should  be  administered ;  the  prepara-  in  many  children,  in  preventing  relapses. 

tions  at  iron,  for  example,   or  the   dilute  Mr.   Welbank,    in    his    notes   to     Prick's 

mineral  acids  :  but  the  best  remedy  of  this  Treatise  on  Diteaaeg  of  the  Eye,  says  ***^t 

kind  is,  undoubtedly,  the  sulphate  of  quina.  he  has  seen  chronic  stnunons  ophthalmia,  of 

This  may  be  given  to  a  child  in  grain  doses,  seven  years*  duration,  quickly  and  effectually 

thr<*e  times  a  day,  dissolved  in  water,  with  a  relieved  by  an  issue  in  the  arm.     **  Having 

drop  of  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  some  once  (says  he)  in  the  case  of  a  boy  in  Christ's 

syrup  of  orange  peel.     Dr.  Mackenzie,  in  Hospital,  directed  the  healing  of  an  issue 

particular,  has  put  this  medicine  fairly  to  the  which  had  been  made  above  twelve  months. 

test,   having  employed  it  in  a  very  large  I  found  the  immediate  consequence  to  be  a 

nujnber  of  cases  with  the  happiest  results,  relapse  of  strumous  inflammation  and  nice- 

In  most  of  his  patients  he  declares  that  it  ration  of  the  cornea,  resisting  every  measore 

acted  like  a  ehamif  "  abating,  commonly  in  but  the  renewal  of  the  issue." 
a  few  days,  the  excessive  intolerance  of  light         He  suggests  also  (what  parents  are  some- 

and  profuse  epiphora;   promoting  the  ab-  times  more  willing  to  assent  to)  the  advantage 

sorption  of  plilyctenulie,  and  hastening  the  of  nuiking  counter-irritation  by  piercmg  the 

cicatrization  of  ulcers  of  the  cornea."    And  lobe  of  the  ear,  and  inserting  a  ring  or  silk ; 

Mr.   Lawrence  adds  his  testimony  to  the  and  ''a  very  convenient  form  of  vesication 

same  effect ;  and  his  experience  in  this  disease,  will  be  found  in  the  application  of  a  strong 

like  Dr.  Mackenzie's,  has  been  large  enough  thread,  smeared  with  the  empiattrum  coa- 

to  make  it  highly  valuable.  tharidis,  and  firmly  tied  behind  the  ear  at 

A  few  words  will  suffice  to  explain  the  the  angle  of  its  reflection." 
kind  of  local  treatment  that  has  been  found        When  ulceration  is  going  on  in  the  cornea, 

useful.     Tou  may  feel  tempted  to  apply  and  threatening  to  penetrate  it,  the  progress 

leeches  round  the  eya.     This  is  seldom  re-  of  the  ulcer  may  be  checked  by  touching 

quisite,  except  when  there  is  more  redness  the  suriace  once  in  two  or  three  days  with  a 

and  pain  than  common,  and  the  tongue  be-  pencil  of  lunar  caustic    which    has    been 

comes  white,  and  the  skin  hot.     Certainly  scraped  to  a  fine  point, 
you  must  not  take  the  intolerance  of  light         When  the  more  urgent  symptoms   have 

as  a  fit  indication  for  the  use  of  leeches,  abated,  and  the  discharge  of  hot  and  irritat- 

Abstraction  of  blood  rather  aggravates  that  ing  tears  has  ceased,  the  crusta  lactea  may 

symptom,  apparently  by  increasing  the  irri-  very  easfly  be  got  rid  of.     The  crusts  are  to 

tability  of  the  retina.     Warm  fomentations  be  removed  by  a  light  poultice,  or  by  warm 

are  generally  very  comfortable  to  the  pa«-  water;  and  then  the  part  must  h^  bathed 

tient's  feelings.  from  time  to  time  with  a  lotion  made  by 

When  the  general  disorder  of  the  system  mixing  the  oxide  of  xinc  with  water ;  a 
has  been  somewhat  rectified,  local  stimulaiAs  drachm  to  four  ounces  is  the  proportion  I 
and  astringents  are  of  great  service.  Tlie  am  in  the  habit  of  prescribing.  If  rose 
vinum  opii,  and  the  solution  of  lunar  caustic,  water  be  used  instead  of  common  pomp 
are  the  best.  These  are  often  tedious  cases,  water,  the  prescription  will  be  thought  the 
and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  more  elegant  This  lotion  will  speedily  dry 
be  aware  of  one  great  objection  to  the  long-  up  the  disdiaige,  and. in  a  short  time  no 
continued  employment  of  the  nitrate  of  trace  of  the  ugly  looking  crust  will  remain. 
silver  wash,  which  objection  has  been  pointed  Parents  are  highly  delighted  and  very  thank- 
out  by  Dr.  Mackenzie.  It  is  apt  (but  only  iul  when  you  thus  accomplish  the  removal 
when  frequenUy  repeated  for  a  long  time  of  a  large  disfiguring  and  disgusting  scab, 
together),  to  stain  the  conjunctiva  of  an  in-  which  they  naturally  enough  felt  s^preh^- 
deUble  olive  colour.  For  this  reason  the  sive  might  leave  behind  it  a  corresponding 
vinum  opii  is  to  be  preferred  in  slow  cases,  scar.  But  it  is  quite  superficial, 
and  in  cases  where  frequent  relapses  happen. 

The  good  effects  of  either  of  those  prepara-         I  have  now  done  with  the  exterior  mem- 

tions  are  very  striking ;  they  diminish  the  brane  of  the  fore  part  of  the  eye — ^with  its 
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wiucoits  membrane.  In  examining  some  of  nomena,  and  In  qnalifying  the  plan  of  treat- 
its  diseases,  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ment,  has  been  made  peroeptible  in  the 
noticing  several  things  which  illustrate  the  differences  noticed  in  these  respects,  between 
pathology  of  the  mucous  tissues  generally,  purulent  ophthalmia  in  infants,  and  in  grown  - 
and  which  exemplify  the  influence  of  other  up  persons.  We  have  witnessed,  too,  the  re- 
circumstances  ako,  as  well  as  of  pecidiarities  markable  characters  impressed  upon  inflam- 
of  tissue*  upon  the  morbid  processes  to  which  mation  of  thevery  same  part,  by  the  presence 
these  membranes  are  obnoxious.  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis.  We  shall  here- 
We  have  seen  that  the  mucous  surface  of  after  meet  with  numerous  examples  of 
the  eye  readily  enough  takes  on  inflamma-  chronic  inflammation,  and  the  deposition  of 
tion,  under  viciasitudes  of  external  tern-  tubercularmatter,  and  the  formation  of  ulcers 
perature,  and  from  the  agency  of  other  in  consequence  of  the  elimination  of  that 
atmospheric  conditiona ;  that  the  inflamma-  matter,  in  other  mucous  membranes.  Whe- 
tion  is  apt  to  spread,  often  rapidly,  over  the  ther  the  phlyctenae,  or  pustules,  which  appear 
whole  surface  of  the  membrane ;  and  that,  upon  the  surface  of  the  eye  in  strumous  oph- 
in  some  cases,  it  may  be  strictly  limited  for  thabnia  result  from  a  similar  separation  of 
a  long  time  together,  or  entirely,  to  the  mu-  tubercular  matter  from  the  blood-vessels, 
cous  tissue  in  which  it  began ;  but  that  when  near  the  extremities  of  which  these  promi- 
intense,  or  imder  special  circumstances,  it  nences  are  placed,  has  not  been  clearly 
may  dip  through  and  extend  to  the  subjacent  ascertained.  One  other  lesson  we  have 
textures  :  that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  in-  learned  from  this  review  of  conjunctival  in- 
flammation sometimes  occupies  separate  flammation,  viz.  that  general  bleeding,  carried 
specks  only  of  the  membrane,  and  then  is  so  far  as  to  produce  syncope,  will  sometimes 
more  likely  to  penetrate  to  the  deeper  seated  completely  empty  the  capillaries  of  an  in- 
tunics ;  that  although  the  membrane  is  folded  flamed  part  of  the  red  blood  wherewith  they 
upon  itself,  so  that  different  portions  of  it  were,  just  before,  so  turgid, 
are  mutually  in  apposition  and  contact,  these 

opposing  Buifaces  do  not  become  adherent  to  Iritis, — I  shall  next  request  your  attention 
each  other  under  inflammation :  on  the  con-  to  a  part  of  the  organ  which  is  strictly  io- 
trary,  that  they  readily  pour  forth  pus.  temal — the  iris ;  that  thin  curtain  wUh  a 
This  tendency  to  the  formation  of  pus  I  circular  aperture  nearly  in  its  centre,  which 
formerly  shewed  you  to  be  commonly  ob-  hangs  between  the  oomea  and  the  crystalline 
servable,  whenever  the  air  finds  free  access  lens,  and  ia  bathed  on  both  sides  by  the 
to  the  inflamed  part.  The  pua  thus  poured  aqueous  humour.  This  little  part,  the  office 
out  possesses  the  remarkable  property  of  ex-  of  which  is  to  regulate  the  quanti^  of  light 
citing  the  same  kind  of  inflammation  when  admitted  to  the  retina,  is  of  exceeding  inte- 
placed  in  contact  with  any  healthy  mucous  rest  in  respect  to  its  morbid  as  well  as  ita 
membrane  of  the  same  or  of  another  indi-  healthy  conditions.  It  is  frequently  the  seat 
vidua] ;  whether  it  be  the  conjunctiva  of  the  of  inflammation :  and,  small  as  it  ia,  the 
eye,  or  the  internal  lining  of  the  urethra,  inflammation  seema  to  be  entirely  confined 
That  the  pus,  in  short,  acts  locally,  upon  to  it,  or  to  the  snr&oes  immediately  before 
certain  parts  at  least,  aa  a  poison.  And  we  and  behind  it.  No  doubt,  with  inflamma- 
perceive,  in  thia  fact,  how  a  disorder  that  tion  of  the  iris,  there  ia  in  many  cases  ui- 
originates  in  common  and  accidental  causes  flammation  of  the  choroid  and  retina  also» 
may  become  capable  of  propagating  itself  andof  the  sclerotica.  But  the  inflammation 
indefinitely — ^may  become,  in  one  wo^,  eon'  seema  to  make  the  iris  its  point  of  departure^ 
lagiouM.  We  have  seen  also  that  the  most  and  there  it  worka  ita  most  striking  changes, 
intense  inflammation  may  occur  in  this  mem-  We  cannot  see  so  well  what  is  the  actual 
brane,  without  exciting  much  or  any  consti-  condition  of  the  choroid  and  retina;  but  we 
tutional  disturbance ;  an  illustration  of  the  have  this  proof,  either  that  they  do  not  al- . 
fact  that  the  inflammation  of  muooua  mem-  ways  participate  in  the  disease,  or  that  they 
branes  ia  not  so  prone  to  light  up  fever,  often  suffer  less  than  the  iris :  vis.,  that 
is  not  in  general  attended  with  so  much  when  the  natural  pupil  has  been  closed  up 
pyrexia,  as  inflammation  of  some  other  tis-  by  lymph,  and  a  new  or  artificial  one  hat 
sues,  and  especially  of  the  serous  and  fibrous  been  formed,  vision  has  frequently  been  re- 
tissues  ;  and  in  proportion  as  this  constitu-  stored. 

tional  sympathy  with  the  local  disease  is        The  little  cavity  across  whidi  the  iris  is 

small  or  absent,  so  the  influence  of  general  vertically  stretchcHl,  is  lined  by  a  smoodi 

bleeding  upon  Uie  inflamed  part  is  sl^ht  or  membrane,  which  secretes  the  watery  fluid 

ineffectual.   The  effect  of  a  new  and  strong  lo-  always  contained  in  the  cavity.    This  mem- 

cal  irritation,  in  altering  or  superseding  the  brane  is  analogoua  in  its  smoothness,  in  its 

original  inflammation  in  some  cases,  has  been  forming  a  abut  sac,  and  in  the  nature  of  its 

illustrated  in  the  treatment  of  pundent  oph-  secretion,  to  the  serous  membranes  met  with 

thalmia  as  it  occurs  in  the  adult  subject,  in  other  parts  of  the  body ;  it  is  saalogoos 

The  influence  of  age  in  modifying  the  phae-  also  to  the  serous  membranes,  in  its  b«ha- 
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vionr  under  inflammation.  It  if,  in  fact,  pink  lines,  very  different  in  appearance  from 
the  serous  membrane  of  the  eye.  Now  we  the  tortuous,  anastomosing,  scarlet  blood- 
have  the  means  of  inspecting  a  portion  at  vessels  of  the  inflamed  conjunctiva.  These 
least  of  several  of  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the  hair-like  converging  lines  stop  abruptly  at 
body ;  but  this  serous  cavity,  constituting  the  edge,  or  just  before  they  reach  the  edge 
the  anterior  chambers  of  the  eye,  is  the  only  of  the  cornea ;  they  dip  through  the  sole- 
ierout  cavity  into  which  we  have  the  privi-  rotic,  in  fact,  to  go  to  the  iris.  Hie  vascu- 
lege  of  looking,  and  of  noting  what  is  going  lar  zone  therefore  is  well  defined  in  front, 
on,  when  the  membrane  that  forms  its  boun-  while  it  becomes  fainter  from  before  back- 
dary  is  inflamed ;  and  this  it  is  that  makes  wards,  and  is  gradually  shaded  off ;  the 
iritis,  to  me,  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  posterior  portion  of  the  sclerotica  beini^  ge- 
all  diseases.  There  b  no  single  part  of  the  nerally  pale.  As  the  disease  advances,  and 
body  from  which  you  can  derive  so  much  in-  in  violent  cases,  the  more  superficial  conjnx&c- 
struction  concerning  some  of  the  minuter  tival  vessels  also  sometimes  enlarge,  and  min- 
processes  of  inflammation,  and  concerning  gle  their  tint  of  redness  with  that  of  the  acle- 
the  power  of  certain  medicines  over  those  rotic,  and  more  or  less  confuse  or  conceal  it. 
processes,  as  you  may  by  watching  a  few  Now  this  red  zone  or  halo  continues  as  long 
examples  of  inflammation  of  the  iris.  as  the  inflammation  of  the  iris  continaes. 

All  the  changes  which  occur  in  iritis  depend  and  disappears  when  that  ceases.     It  is  an 

upon  the  circumstance  that  the  inflamma-  important  symptom  therefore, 
tion,   like  that  of   the  serous  membranes         Colour  ^f  the  iris, — ^The  change  in  the 

generally,  is  of  the  adhesive  kind ;  t.  e.  is  colour  of  the  iris  itself  is  also  a  remarkable 

attended  with   the    effusion   of  coagulable  circumstance  :  you  know  that  what  is  called 

lymph.     By  means  of  this  lymph  the  form  the  colour  of  the  eye  is  simply  the  coloiir  of 

and  the  colour  of  the  part  are  dianged ;  the  the  iris.    When  lymph  begins  to  be  effused 

size  and  figure  of  the  pupil  undergo  altera-  into  the  texture  of  this  coloured  part,  it 

tions,  or  that  aperture  is  completely  closed  deepens,  and  at  the  same  time  alters,  its  tint : 

up ;  the  motions  of  the  iris  are  limited,  or  a  grey  or  blue  eye  is  thus  rendered  yellowish 

ratirely  put  an  end  to.  or  greenish ;  a  dark  eye  presents  a  reddish 

The  symptoms  which  characterize  inflam-  tinge.     The  change  is  such  as  would  be  pro- 

mation  of  the  iris  are  very  obvious ;  they  dnced  by  a  mixture  of  the  colour  of  the 

require  only  to  be  looked  at,  to  be  perceived  lymph  with  that  which  is  natural  to  the  iris, 

and  understood :  yet  they  long  escaped  notice,  But  besides  a  variation  of  colour,  the  pecnliar 

and  even  now  are  not  always  so  carefully  brilliancyof  the  surface  is  spoiled;' it  becomes 

studied  as  they  deserve  to  be.     Not  a  great  dull  and  tarnished  as  it  were,  and  the  fibrous 

while  ago  I  had  to  convince  a  surgeon  of  some  arrangement,  which  is  usually  so  evident,  is 

pretensions,  that  he  did  not  know  this  dis-  confiued  or  gone.     The  change  commences 

ease  when  he  saw  it.     And  English  surgeons  at  the  inner  or  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris, 

and  physicians  were  all  ot  them  ignorant  and  extends  gradually  towards  the  outer  or 

even  of  its  existence  as  a  distinct  disease,  ciliiyy  edge.    This  is  a  symptom  which  yon 

until  a  most  excellent  account  of  it  was  pub-  can  scarcely  overlook ;  it  is  rendered  certain 

lished  by  a  German,  Schmidt,  in  the  first  and  unequivocal  by  comparing  the  sound  eye 

year  of  the  present  century.  with  that  which  is  inflamed. 

Symptoms, — What  are  these  plain  and        Effused  lymph, — The  change  of  colour 

obvious  symptoms  that  were  so  long  over-  which  I  have  been  describing  is  occasioned 

looked,  or  that  were  not  understood  when  by  the  effusion  of  lymph.     But  the   same 

seen  ?    They  are  the  following :  I  will  first  event  of  inflammation  leads  to  various  other 

enumerate  dieni,    and  then  speak  of  each  changes,  not  less  striking,  and  more  impor- 

rather  more  particulsrly  :  —  redness  of  the  tant,  in  so  far  as  the  functions  of  the  organ  are 

sclerotica ;  a  change  in  tiie  colour  of  the  iris  concerned.    The  lymph  becomes  visible  upon 

itself,  and  in  its  general  appearance ;  irregu-  the  surface  of  the  iris.     Its  precise  appear- 

larity  of  the  pupil  produced  by  adhesion  of  ance  varies  considerably  in  different  cases, 

the  iris  to  the  neighbouring  parts ;  immobi-  Sometimes  itpiesents  little  spots  like  freckles, 

lity  sometimes  of  the  pupil  from  such  adhe-  or  specks  of  rust ;  or  a  thin  stratum  of  the 

sion ;    a  visible    deposition    of   coagulable  same  colour  Is  deposited.      Sometimes    it 

lymph  t  all  these  changes  are  apparent  and  exhibits  the  appearance  of  drops,  or  (as  they 

conspicuous  :    scientific  writers  term  them  have  improperly  been  called)  tubercles,  em- 

ohjeetifoe  symptoms :  then  there  are  also  the  bossing  the  surface,  or  projecting  from  its 

subjective  symptoms,  of  which  the  patient  pupillary  edge.    These  are  commonly  of  a 

alone  is  conscious —impaired  sight,  pain  in  the  yellowish  or  reddish  brown  colour,  and  they 

eye,  and  around  it.  vary  in  magnitude  from  the  size  of  a  small 

Redness. — Hie  redness  is  such  as  I  for-  pin  s  head,  to  that  of  a  large  shot.     There 

merly  described  as  resulting  from  the  vascu-  are  seldom  more  than  two  or  three  of  these 

larity  of  the  sclerotic.     'Die  cornea  is  sur-  masses.     The  lymph  thus  effhsed  upon,  or 

rounded  bya  zone  offine,  straight,  converging  thrusting  forward  the  twrtnot,  is  confined 
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almost  always  to  that  part  of  .the  iris  which  the  oase.  When  the  oornea  remains  tran- 
is  nearest  to  the  pupil,  to  the  annnlus  minor;  sparent,  the  aqueous  humour  is  seen  to  be 
while  its  ciliary  portion  or  annulus  major  is  clear ;  when  the  cornea  is  dim  and  semi- 
dull  and  cloudMt.  Sometimes,  when  the  opaque,  we  cannot  distinguish  the  state  of 
inflammation  is  very  violent,  or  the  disease  the  aqueous  humour. 

has  been  neglected,  actual  suppuration  takes  Acute  iritis  is  attended  with  pain,  and 
place ;  a  reddish  yellow  prominence  arises  intolerance  of  light.  To  the  latter  dronm- 
firom  the  surface  of  the  iris,  and  at  length  stance  is  probably  owing  the  contraction 
breaks,  and  discharges  matter  which  sinks  of  the  pupU  during  the  progress  of  the  in- 
down  to  the  bottom  of  the  anterior  chamber,  flammation  ;  and  then  the  lymph  fixet  the 
and  presents  the  appearance  that  has  been  pupil  in  that  state  of  smallness  and  contrec- 
called  hypopyon.  All  these  changes  I  say  tion.  There  is  pain  in  the  eyeball  itself,  and 
become  perceptible  near  the  margin  of  the  in  the  parts  about  the  eye,  the  brow  and 
iris ;  its  free  edge,  which  in  the  natural  state  temple,  most  severe  at  night.  There  is  much 
is  clear  and  sharp,  becomes  rounded  and'  yariety,  however,  in  regard  to  the  pain  : 
blunt ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  pupil  often  sometimes  it  is  constant  and  severe,  but  still 
begins  to  lose  its  jet-black  colour.    •  more  aggravated  in  nocturnal  paroxysms. 

Another  very  common  consequence  of  the  Sometimes,  even  when  the  quantity  of  mis- 
effusion  of  lymph  from  and  upon  thesurfooeof  chief  that  is  visible  is  very  great,  scarcely  any 
the  iris,  (from  its  hinder  surface,  that  is,  which  pain  at  all  has  been  experienced. 
is  called  the  uvea,  or  from  its  pupillary  edge)  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  constitu- 
is  its  adhesion  to  the  capsule  of  the  crystal-  tional  symptoms.  In  some  instances  these 
line  lens,  which  lies,  you  know,  behind  the  are  but  slightly  pronounced  :  but  in  most 
iris  and  very  near  it.  And  the  pupil  itself  cases,  particularly  m  acute  cases  (for  iritis, 
is  apt  to  become  blocked  up  by  lymph.  as  I  have  hinted  before,  is  sometimes  a  chro- 

The  motions  of   the  iris    are  seriously  nic  disease)  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fever  and 

impeded  by  the  mere  effusion  of  lymph  into  headache ;  the  pulse  is  ftiU  and  hard,  and  the 

its  texture ;  at  first  it  moves  sluggishly  under  tongue  white,  and  the  sleep  is  broken, 
variations  of  the  light ;  gradually  the  pupil        If  the  progress  of  the  inflammation  be  not 

contracts,  and  becomes  fi^ed  and  motionless,  checked,  it  extends  itself  beyond  its  original 

The  adhesion  of  the  iris  to  the  capsule  of  the  seat.     It  creeps  from  the  pupillary  margin 

lens  still  more  decidedly  restrains  the  action  to  the  ciliary ;  and  thence  it  passes  on  to  the 

of  the  part.     When  it  adheres  at  one  or  more  ciliary  body,  to  the  choroid  coat,  and  to  the 

points  of  the  margin,  and  remains  free  else-  retina ;  and  as  this  takes  place,  the  pain  and 

where,  the  pupil  is  deformed ;  loses  its  cir-  the  pyrexia  increase,  and  blindness  is  usually 

cular  shape ;  becomes  angular ;  and  this  de-  the  result.    The  delicate  texture  of  the  retina 

formity  is  the  most  marked  when  the  eye  is  spoiled  for  ever. 

is  examined  under  either  a  weak  light,  TVeatmail  q/"  iritit, — I  hare  thus  de- 
which  allows  the  pupil  to  dilate,  except  at  the  scribed  the  phenomena  of  iritis  generally : 
points  where  the  iris  is  tied  down  to  the  lens ;  and  I  will  next  consider,  in  the  same  man- 
or under  a  very  strong  light,  which  forces  Her,  the  treatment  wliich  it  requires.  It 
the  free  portions  of  the  margin,  and  those  will  afterwards  be  necessary  for  me  to  men- 
only,  to  approach  the  centre.  Still  more  tion  certain  modifications  of  the  disease,  in  re- 
palpable  does  the  alteration  of  figure  become  spect  to  its  rapidity,  its  causes,  and  the  dr- 
when  the  pupil  is  artificially  dilated.  cumstances  under  which  it  occurs :  I  say  it 

The  vision  is  always  impaired  in  this  com-  will  be  necessary  to  mention  these  modifica- 
plaint :  partly  because  the  posterior  tunics  tions,  because  they  require  a  corresponding 
of  the  eye  are  liable  to  be  implicated  in  the  modification  in  the  plan  of  tneatment. 
inflammatory  process;  partly  by  the  detriment  When  we  have  to  deal  with  iritis  alone-^ 
done  to  the  proper  function  of  the  iris,  which  tiiat  is,  when  the  inflammation  and  tiie 
duly  measures  the  quantity  of  light  admitted  changes  to  which  it  may  have  led,  are  con- 
to  the  retina ;  partly  by  the  presence  of  more  fined  to  the  iris,  the  disease  is  always,  I  be- 
or  less  lymph  filling  up  the  pupil ;  and  partly  lieve,  manageable ;  and  affords  a  boiutiful 
bya  change,  not  yet  mentioned,  which  is  apt  to  instance  of  the  power  of  well-directed  re* 
take  place,  especially  in  violent  cases,  in  the  medial  measures.  We  cannot  always  teU 
cornea,  and  perhaps  in  the  aqueous  humour,  whether  the  inflammation  has  been  restricted 
The  cornea  becomes  hazy  and  dull,  and  loses  to  the  iris  or  not. 

its  bright  polish ;  it  looks  like  a  piece  of  We  have  three  powerful  weapons  where- 
glass  that  has  just  been  breathed  upon.  It  with  to  combat  iritis:  bhod'Mtmg:  mtr* 
has  been  thou^t  (on  the  ground  of  analogy  eury ;  and  a  remedy  that  hitherto  has  not 
chiefly)  that  the  aqueous  humour  grows  tur-  been  mentioned  in  these  lectures,  bgiladoiMa. 
bid  under  the  inflammation  of  the  membrane  If  I  was  restricted  to  the  use  of  one  of 
that  secretes  it ;  just  as  serous  effusion  into  these  means,  I  should  choose  mercury ;  if  to 
the  pleura  is  often  found  to  be  troubled  and  two,  mercury  and  belladonna ;  but  the  oom- 
thick :  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  is  bined  employment  of  the  three  has  the  most 
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powerful  effect  in  curing  the  disease:  and  four,  or«iz,  or  eight  hours.     Equal  dodesat 

cases  that  have  seemed  almost  "desperate,  equid  intervals. 

haTe  been  retriered  and  rescued  by  these        Some  persons  prefer  giving  the  calomel 

remedies.  still    more  frequently;  one  grain,   for   in- 

Biood'Mtinff. — VTith  respect  to  blood-  stanoe,withane-tenthorone-eightbof  agrain 

letting,  I  shall  not  run  the  risk  of  fiitiguing  of  opium,  every-  hour.     If  the  gums  do  not 

you  by  dwelling  at  any  length  upon  the  mode  rise  in  the  course  of  thirty-six  or  forty-^g;i]t 

in  which  it  should  be  employed,  or  the  indi-  hours,   and  a  speedy  effect    is     desirable, 

cations  for  its  adoption.     I  shall  content  inunction  of  the  mercurial  ointment  diould 

myself  with  saying  that  the  intensity  of  the  be  added.      And  in  some  cases  mercurial 

local  symptoms,  especially  of  the  pain,^-and  frictions  alone  may  be  sufficient,  and  the  most 

the  degree  in  which  the  general  symptoms,  expedient.     Or  the  hydraigyrum  enm  creta, 

the  fever,  and  the  hardness  of  pulse,  are  pre-  five  or  ten  grain  doses, 
sent, — offerthebestmeasure,  bothof  the  ne-        You  may  have  bled  your  patient  freely, 

cessity  for  bleeding,  and  of  the  amount  to  and  purged  him  well,  and  yet,  on  looking  into 

which  it  ought  to  be  carried.      Both  will  his  eye,  you  perceive  the  mischief  to  be  still 

depend  somewhat  also  upon  the  strength  and  going  on,  and  the  deposition  of  lymph  in- 

constitution  of  the  patient.     Bleeding  from  creasing.   But  the  instant  (hat  his  gums  and 

the  arm  till  some  decided  impression  is  made  breath  acknowledge  the  specific  agency   of 

upon  the  circulation  ;  cupping firom  the  tern*  mercury  upon  his  system,  a  welcome  change 

pies ;  or  both  these  modes  of  taking  blood,  becomes  vbible :  tiie  red  zone  surrounding 

together  or  in  succession,  will  oftmi  be  re-  the  cornea  b^ns  to  fade ;  the  drops  c^ 

quired.    At  the  same  time  active  purgatives  lymph  to  lessen ;  the  iris  to  resume  its  proper 

should  be  exhibited;  and  the  whole  of  the  tint ;  and  the  puckered  and  irregular  pupil 

antiphlogistic  regimen  strictly  enforced.  once  more  to  approach  to  the  peifect  cmde : 

But  bleeding  assisted  by  purgatives  and  and,  at  length,  in  fiivourable  cases,  the  eye  Is 

the  antiphlogistic  regimen  will  not  eure  the  restored  to  its  original  integrity,  hnd  beuity, 

disease ;  or  it  will  not  eure  one  case  in  a  and  usefblness. 

hundred.    It  will  »top  the  it^kanmatUm  pro-        I  speak  now  of  favourable  cases :  tbechanges 

bably,  but  not  till  the  organ  has  been  spoiled,  for  the  better  that  I  have  been  describing 

Such  a  termination  cannot  with  any  propriety  are  sometimes   rapidly  accomplished,  and 

be  called  a  cure.    We  want  not  only  to  put  sometimes  slowly.     If  the  disoMer  has  been 

an  'end  to  the  inflammatory  process,  but  to  long  n^lected,  irreparable  damage  may  have 

repair  th^  mischief  which  may  already  have  been  done ;   tiie  effused  lymph  may  bave 

been  done.  become  oi|;anized  i  or  firm  adhesions  may 

Yet  bleeding  is  not  to  be  despised  or  ne-  have  been  already  contracted  between  the  iris 

glected  because  it  is  unequal  to  the  cure  of  sod  the  lens.    But  6ven  in  cases  of  some 

iritis :  it  is  productive  of  direct  benefit  by  standmg,  when  the  inflammatory  action  has 

abating  the  force  of  the  circulation,  and  by  in  a  measure  subsided,  the  use  of  mercury 

eheckiagthe  progress  of  the  local  inflamma-  will  sometimes  greatiy  improve,  sometimes 

tion:  and  it  is  productive  of  great  indirect  altogether  restore,  the  impaired  vision, 
benefit  by  preparing  the  system  to  submit        Belladonna. — ^Witfa  the  mercury,  both  be- 

itsdf  more  readily  and  rapidly  than  it  other-  fore  and  while  its  specific  influence  Is  mani- 

wise  would,  to  the  specific  in^uence  of  mer-  fested,  we  combine  the  use  of  belladonna, 
cury.    Mercury  is  our  sheet-anchor  in  this         Doubtless   you    are    all  aware    of  the 

disMse.  singular  effect    of    this    vegetable    poison 

Afercvry.— After  free  blood-letting  then,  upon  the  iris.  It  dilaljes  the  pupU.  Now 
or  after  such  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  it  is  of  great  importance  in  iritis  to  pre- 
system,  or  fro«u  the  part,  as  the  circum-  vent  that  tendency  to  contraction  which  the 
stances  of  the  case  may  dictate,  you  must  pupil  manifests.  If  we  can  artificially 
administer  mercury  in  the  manner  that  I  dilate  the  pupil,  we  may  prevent  the  ins 
formerly  recommended.  The  object  is,  in  from  forming  adhesions  with  the  capsuleof  the 
acute,  cases,  to  affect  the  gums  as  speedily  as  crystalline  lens  ;  and  if  it  has  recentiy  con- 
possible  ;  the  soreness  of  the  gums,  and  the  tracted  such  adhesions,  we  may,  while  the 
peculiar  factor  of  the  breath,  being  the  war-  lymph  is  yet  soft,  stretch  or  break  them, 
rant  that  the  whole  capillary  system  feels  the  And  this  power  of  artificially  dilating  the 
specific  influence  of  the  remedy.  Calomel  pupil  we  possess  in  the  agency  of  belladonna, 
with  opium  is,  in  most  cases,  the  best  form  and  certain  other  narcotic  vegetables.  Hiia 
in  which  merenry  can  be  introduced  into  the  remarkable  effect  of  the  belladonna  was  first 
system ;  the  purpose  of  the  opium  being  to  discovered,  accidentally,  by  our  countryman, 
prevent  the  calomel  from  running  off  by  the  the  celebrated  Ray.  He  tells  us  that  a 
bowels.  Two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  calo-  noble  lady  of  his  acquaintance  applied  a  leaf 
mel,  with  one-fourth,  one-third,  or  one-half  of  the  plant  to  a  small  ulcer,  suspected  to  be 
«  grain  of  opium,  should  be  given  every  cancerous,  just  below  one  of  her  eyes.     Hie 
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pupil  of  that  eye  became  g^aeatly  dilated,  and  mal's  ehutdng  its  eyes,  and  rubbing  its  eye- 
the  membrane  remained  motionless  under  brows  with  its  paws.     Much  less  dilatation 
the  strongest  light.      This  effect  gradually  of  the  pupil  followed,  and  lasted  not  more 
subsided  when  the  leaf  was  removed.    But  than  six  or  eight  hours  in  dogs,  and  about 
it  took  place  on  three  several  occasions,  twenty-four  hours  in  cats.     As  soon  as  Dr. 
and  was  witnessed  by  Ray  himself.     Other  Reisiuger  had  satisfi«dt  himself  that  the  hyos- 
▼egetables  have  the  same  property ;  heubane,  cyamine  had  no  injurious  influence  either  on 
for  example,    stramonium,  and  the  cherry  the  conjunctiva,  or  on  the  deeper  seated  tex- 
laurel.       And     there     are    others    which  tures  of  the  organ,  he  applied  it  to  the  hu- 
have  it  not,  although  we  might  have  expected  man  eye.     He  dissolved  a  grain  of  hyoscyd- 
that  they  would  possess  it,  from  the  analogy  mine  in  a  drachm   of  distilled  water,  and 
they  bear  to  the  former  in  other  respects,  inserted  a  drop  of  the  solution  into  the  eye 
It  has  been  ascertained  that  neither  hemlock,  of  an  old  lady  of  71 ,  who  had  cataract.     So 
nor  aconite,  nor  foxglove,  nor  opium,  have  great  was  the  consequent  dilatation  of  the 
any  such  power.  pupil,  that  only  a  narrow  ring  of  the  iris  re- 
Preparations  of  belladonna  are  chiefly,  if  mained  visible.     No  irritation  whatever  of 
not  exclusively,  employed  in  ophthalmic  dis-  any  part  of  the  eye  was  produced  ;  and  the 
ordera  in  this  country.     It  is  used  in  two  dilatation  continued  for  seven  days, 
ways.      The  extract  is  rendered  soft  and  As  chemistry  is  now  furnishing  ns  every 
semifluid  by  admixture  with  distilled  water,  day,  in  greater  abundance,  and  with  more 
and  then  is  smeared  freely  around  the  eye,  ease,  the  active  principles  of  various  of  our 
upon  the  lids,  and  brow,  and  forehead.     It  medicinal  vegetable    substances,    we    shall 
is  washed  off  after  remaining  an  hour :  it  soon,  in  all  probability,  adopt  hyoscyamine 
generally  produces  a  marked  effect  upon  the  or  atropine,  for  artificially  dilating  the  pupil, 
pupil.  instead  of  Uie  preparations  now  in  use.     Till 
A  more  eflScacious  and  speedy  mode  of  that  time  arrives,  you  had  better  smear  the 
dilating  the  pupil  is  to  drop  a  solution  of  surrounding  skin  with  the  moistened  extract 
the  extract  into  the  eye  itself.     The  solution  of  belladonna  whenever  the  eye  is  painful  or 
is  to  be  made  by  rubbing  down  a  scruple  of  much  inflamed.     But  under  other  circum- 
the  extract  in  an  ounce  of  distilled  water,  stances,  the  solution  dropped  into  the  eye 
and  filtering  the  fluid  through  linen.    Two  is  to  be  preferred  for  its  readier  action,  and 
or  three  drops  of  this  solution  are  to  be  in-  its  greater  power.    The  use  of  this  curious 
troduced  between  the  eyelids.  virtue  possessed  by  certain  plants  is  not  con- 
Some  very  interesting  experiments  have  fined  to  the  cure  of  iritis  :  it  enables  the  sur- 
been  made  in  Germany  by  Dr.  Reisinger  upon  geon  to  introduce  instruments  through  the 
this  property  of  belladonna  and  hyoscyamus,  pupil  with  greater  facility  andsafety ;  it  affords 
of  contracting  the  iris — in  other  words,  of  us  also  the  means  of  examining  the  deeper 
dilating    the  pupil.    The    result   of  these  seated  textures  of  the  eye ;  and  it  is  of  great 
experiments  is  given  in  the  24th  volume  service  to  many  persons  who  are  pai^ally 
of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  blind  ;  to  such,  for  example,  as  have  central 
Journal,       Dr.    Reisinger    procured    the  specks  on  the  cornea,  or  central  opacities  of 
active    principles    of   these    plants,   atro-  the  crystalline  lens :  it  enables  such  persons 
pine  and  hyotcyamine,  and   made  compa-  to  enlarge  the  window  of  the  eye ;  to  re- 
rative  experiments  with  these  principles,  and  ceive  more  light ;  and  to  have  the  images  of 
with  the  coarser  extracts ;  and  he  concludes  objects  painted  upon  the  retina,  and  repre- 
that  the  former  are  much  to  be  preferred  to  sented  to  the  mind  ;  objects  which,  but  for 
the  latter.     Thus  he  dissolved  a  grain  of  the  mysterious  agency  of  these  poisonous 
hyoscyamine  in  ten  minims  of  water,  and  vegetables,  they  could  never  hope  to  see  at 
introduced  a  small  drop  of  the  solution  into  all*     It  is  a  very  fortunate  circumstance  that 
the  eyes  of  several  dogs  and  cats.     No  irri-  the  power  of  the  belladonna  over  the  iris  does 
tation  whatever  of  the  eye  was  produced  in  not  diminish  by  repetition.     Mr.  Lawrence 
any  instance,  but  the  pupil  was  so  much  mentions    two    patients    of    his,    one    of 
widened  by  the  application,  that  in  an  hour's  whom  had  used  it  habitually  for  four  or  five 
time  only  a  small  ring  of  the  iris  could  be  years,  and  the  other  for  fourteen  or  flfteen  ; 
seen  beyond  the  edge  of  the  cornea;  and  after  and  it  dilated  the  pupil  just  as  well  at  the 
three  houn,  the  pupil  seemed  as  large  an  the  end  of  these  periods  as  at  the  beginning, 
cornea  itself.    Tlie  dilatation  did  not  begin  to  By  carefully  examining  an  eye  in  which  lymph 
diminishtillafter  three  days;  and  the  pupil  did  has  recently  been  effused,  we  may  distinctly 
not  recover  its  natural  dimensions  until  the  see  the  good  effects  of  the  artificial  dilatation 
sixth  day    Then  he  applied  a  solution  of  the  of  the  pupil :  little  strings  of  adhesion  are 
extract  of  hyoscyamus,  made  by  mixing  five  often  visible,  connecting  the  edge  of  the  iria 
grains  with  ten  minims  of  water.    This  evi-  with  the  surface  of  the  lens ;  and  these  ara 
dently  caused  irritation  of  the  organ,  which  stretched,  andnotunfrequently  broken, under 
lasted  from  five  to  eight  minutes,  and  was  the  influence  of  the  belladonna :  and  minute 
evinced  by  a  discharge  of  tears,  by  the  ani-  black  spots  may  lometimet  be  seen  upon  the 
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capsule,  marking  the  pdnts  where  the  uyea  reasoiiB  for  doobtiiig.    When  blood  liappens 

had  stack,  and  where  it  left  beluiid  it,  when  to  be  effused  into  the  anterior  «^V"nK*ff ;  or 

it  was  detached  by  the  beUadonna,  a  portion  pus ;  or  when,  as  frequently  happens,  piece* 

of  its  peculiar  pigment.    These  black  points  of  a  cataract  that  has  been  broken  op  pass 

are  indelible,    l^ere  is  one  case  recorded  in  through  the  pupil,  and  shew  themselTes  be- 

which  the  pupil,  after  being  dilated  by  bella-  tween  the  iris  and  cornea ;  they  (the  blood, 

donna,  became  fixed  In  that  condition ;  pro-  the  pus,  the  fragments  of  the  kns)  diaeppeftr* 

bably  by  lymph  subsequently  effused  into  its  i.  e,  are  absorbed,  just  as  rapidly  as  the  lymph 

texture,    and  binding  together   its    fibres,  in  iritis,  although  not  a  particle  of  mercury 

Even  this  is  better  than  that  the  pupil  should  is  taken.     Mr.  Lawrence  even  gives  a  case 

be  amtracUd  and  fixed.  of  syphilitic  iritis,  whidi  got  well  without 

These   three  remedies,  then — bleeding,  any  affection  of  the  gums  by  mercmyy  moA 

mercury,  and  belladonna,  are  the  means  by  which  had  been  marked  by  the  deposition  of 

which  we  are  to  subdue  inflammation  of  the  a  large  mass  of  lymph  on  the  iris  ;  aod  he 

iris,  and  repair  the  ravages  it  has  occasioned,  says  that  the  lymph  was  immediately   ah- 

With  respect  to  the  most  important  of  the  aorbed,  as  soon  as  the  inflammation  ceased ; 

three,  mercury,  there  are  two  or  three  points  and  that  he  never  saw  it  disappear  more 

that  require  to  be  farther  noticed.  quickly  under  any  drcumstanoea. 

You  may  ask  to  what  extent  the  mercury        There  is  one  local  use  of  mercury  which  I 

should  be  pushed,  and  how  long  it  should  must  not  omit  to  mentkm,  because  tfaoog^h  it 

be  continued  ?  probably  has  no  share  in  curimg  the  oom- 

Why  we  have,  in  iritis,  an  illustration  of  plaint,  it  is  productive  oi  great  comfort  and 

what  I  have  more  than  once  mentioned  be-  relief  to  the  sufferings  of  Uie  patient.     It  it 

fore,  vis.  that  the  rapidity  of  a  disease  will  adapted  to  those  cases  in  whidi  severe  p«a 

require  a  corresponding  haste  in  the  use  of  is  felt  round  and  over  the  orbit  of  the  eye  at 

its  remedy.    In  acute  and  violent  cases,  the  night.    Ten  grains  of  the  strong  mercurial 

mouth  should  be  made  deddedly  sore,  as  ointment,  intimately  mixed  with  two  grains 

quickly  as  possible ;  and  when  that  has  been  of  finely  powdered  opium,  and  well  nabbed 

done,  the  &rther  administration  of  the  mer-  into  the  temple  a  little  while  before  the  noc- 

cury  maybe  suspended.     "Full salivation,"  tumal  j)ain  is  accustomed  to  recor,  will  in 

says  Mr.  Lawrence,    "  quickly   produced,  many  cases  completely  prevent  it.    We  owe 

cuts  short  recent  disease,  as  if  by  a  charm."  this  piece  of  practice  to  the  Germans. 
In  cases  of  longer  standing,  or  of  slower        Comes  qf  iritU, — Iritis  is  apt  to  oceor 

progress,  we  must  be  slower  in  the  introduc-  flrom    different  causes,  and  in  connection 

tion  of  the  remedy :  it  will  be  enough  to  with  different  diseased  states  of  the  systena. 

obtain  any,  the  smallest  certain  evidence  of  It  is  no  uncommon  accident  from  soigical 

its  action,  in  the  gums  and  breath ;  and  we  operations  performed  upon  the  eye,  the  izis 

must  keep  up  that  moderate  influence  for  suffering  mechanical  injury.    The  mflamma* 

some  time.    For  what  precise  time  it  is  im-  tion  thus  excited  is  usually  violent  and  acute, 

possible  to  say ;  but  till  the  redness  is  gone,  and  requires  that  the  whole  plan  of  treat- 

and  the  natural  colour  of  the  iris  returns,  and  ment  that  I  have  been  sketching  out  should 

all  the  visible  lymph  has  disappeared,  and  be  actively  prosecuted, 
the  sight  is  perfectly  restored  :  and  this  majf        But  inflammation  of  the  iris  aometimet 

require  a  month  or  two.  arises  slowly  and  insidiously,  without  vaaca- 

When  you  look  fh)m  day  to  day  into  the  larity  enough  to  call  attention  to  the  eye, 

aqueous  chamber  of  an  eye  in  which  iritis  and  without  pain.    This  generally  happens 

has  recently  produced  ito  peculiar  changes,  when  the  eye  has  been  strained  by  over  use : 

and  after  the  due  effect  of  mercury  upon  the  in  women  who  occupy  themselves  with  fine 

gums  has  been  achieved,  you  will  be  sur-  needle-work ;  In  engraven,  and  such  as  are 

prised  as  well  as  delighted  to  see  large  masses  accustomed  to  look  at  minute  objects,  or  at 

of   lymph   rapidly    disappear,  melt   away,  bright  objects.     A  more  common  effect  of 

as  it  were,  from  the  surface  of  the  iris,  whilo  continued  exertion  of  the  eyes  in  this  way,  is 

that  which  had  been  deposited  in  its  intimate  a  diseased  state  of  the  retina ;  but  (however 

texture,rendering  it  confused  and  discoloured,  the  fact  may  be  explained)  Uieiris  is  some- 

as  quickly  clears  off.    And  you  will  be  in-  times  the  part  that  suffers.    In  this  form  of 

clined  to  believe,  as  many  have  done,  that  the  disease  mercury  will  often  be  found  a 

mercury  has  a  vast  influence  in  promoting  successful  remedy ;  butits  influence  must  be 

and  accelerating  absorption.    It  may  have  gradually  brought  about ;  and  it  is  not  so 

such  a  power ;  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  it :  certainly  productive  of  benefit  as  when  it  is 

but  that  it  rrally  has  so  we  cannot  safely  infer  employed  in  acute  iritis :— probably  because 

from  such  circumstances.     It  clearly  has  the  the  chronic  inflammation  has  involved  the 

power  of  arresting  the  deposition  of  lymph ;  posterior  tunics  also, 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  adhesive  inflamma-        But  most  firequently  iritis  is  met  with  in 

tion  :  whether  it  does  any  thing  more  to-  combination  with  sypl^tic,  or  with  rheiuna- 

wards  completing  the  cure,  we  have  these  tic  disease,  which  manifesta  itself  at  the  same 
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time  in  other  puts  of  the  body.     SyphUitie  PULMONARY  EMPHYSEMA. 

iritu  is  more  oommon  than  any  other.     It  is 

one  of  the  weeondary  symptoms  of  syphilis  \  "^"^ 

and  accordingly  it  is  commonly  assocUted         j^  a^  EdUar  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

with  other  eeamdary  symptoms ;  with  syphi- 

'  Utic  eruptions,  nodes,  pains  in  the  limbs,  ol^^ 

and  ulceration  of  the  throat.    It  is  also  one  of  The  attention  of  the  medical  pnblic  has 

f  the  earlier  of  these  secondary  affections,  and  recently  been  called  to  the  subject  of 
therefore  is  sometimes  the  only  one  to  be  pulmonary  emphysema,  by  an  excellent 
seen ;  and  occasionally  it  declares  itself  be-  paper  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Budd,  in 
fore  the  primary  disease  is  well.  The  pain  the  Medico-Chiruigical  Transactions, 
tiiat  attends  ^a  ^p^ea  of  intis  is  chiefly  ^  ^^^^  on  the  same  subject  was  read 
felt  at  mght,  bnt  at  that  tmie  it  is  apt  to  be  ^^  the  Social  de  Physique  et  d'Histoire, 
;^:rZ:^\^'7^'t:',^lZ  j?  the  year  1837,  ^y  k  Lomba^,  of 
the  morning.  We  cumot,  I  beUeveT  distin-  G/neva,  who  favoured  me  with  a  copy 
guish  syphiHtic  iritis  with  any  certainty  from  ?'  ^}'  ^»  ^^  contains  a  great  deal  that 
other  acute  varieties  of  the  same  complaint,  ^8  still  new  upon  the  subject,  I  have 
by  mere  inspection  of  the  eye.  Howerer,  endeavoured  to  give  such  an  abndge- 
there  are  some  points  worth  remembering  in  nient  of  it  as  will  explain  his  views, 
respect  of  the  local  phenomena  it  most  com-  which,  being  founded  on  anatomical 
monly  presents.  Syphilitic  iritis  is  never  investigations,  I  believe  will  be  interest- 
attended  (according  to  Mr.  lAwrence)  with  infi^  to  your  readers.  The  beautiful 
aS«eeff  of  theiris,andhy|>opyon;  the  lymph  coloured  illustrations  are  not  the  least 
is  usually  deposited  m  dutinet  mauet:  and  valuable  part  of  the  work,  and  from 
the  pupil  becomes  angular,  and  is  not  unfre-  them  I  have  selected  one  figure  which 
qnentlv  disph&ced  towards  the  root  of  the  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  author's 
nose,  by  die  adhesions  which  the  iris  has  views.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
contracted  with  the  ^  behind  it.    In  an-  Your  obedient  servant, 

?Sf  i.TfTi  "^  ^"?™«*>°°  ""^^^^  R-  H.  GoOLDEN,  M.D., 

(iR^ch  I  sh^  mention  to-morrow,  «r/Arthc  j^y^  ^  ^^  ^    ^tiiL  of  Pbys.,  Physician 

intia)  lymph  is  equally  efiused  from  the  to  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  Dreadnought. 

margin  of  the  iris,  but  it  is  not  usually  depo*  8,  John  Stieet,  Adelpfai, 

sited  in  a  distinct  drop-likelbrm.    Weasoer-  Jan.  19. 1641. 

tain   the  variety  of  iritis  with  which  we 

have  to  do  by  these  peculiarities ;  by  the        Magendie,  in  some  ])aper8  published 

co-existence  of  other  tokens  of  syphilis;  by  in  1821,  has  shown  that  the  number  of 

the  periodical  character  of  the  nightly  pain ;  the  puknatuny  vesicles  decreases,  and 

by  taking  bto  our  account  the  age,  the  con-  that  the  dimensions  of  each  vesicle  in- 

stitutional  habit,  and  tbp  probable  state  of  crease  with  the  advance  of  age,  so  that 

monda  of  our  patient.    SyphiUs,  you  Imow,  ^^  ^        ^Ydfih  is  dense  m  the  infant 

isnotuncommoninchildren;  Itissometimes  ig  less  so  m  the  adult,  and  is  still  further 

^'J^'f^l^' ^""^  Vfl'^^'''^ H^.  rarified  in  old  age.    This fict  has  been 

the  Iris,  at  that  ^ly  period  of  Itfe.    Among  confirmed  by  tfie  researches  of  MM. 

a  lanre  number  of  syphibtio  children  brought  *^"*""*'^**  "Jj  ™   ' —^^"^  ^*    '  1 1 

to  jS.  Lawrence,  he  nerer  witnessed  Wtis  Hormnan  and  De  Chwnbre,  especially 

but  once.     It  was  fai  eypMHHe  Iritis  that  P  reference  to  the  atrophy  of  the  lung 

the  curatiTe  power  of  mercury  oTcr  adhesive  in  old  persons. 

inflammation  was  first  distinctly  recognised.        Pulmonary  emphysema  appears  to 

But  you  must  not  fsll  into  the  error  of  sup-  be  very  like  this  atrophied  state  of  lung, 

posing  that  the  success  of  the  remedy  de-  except  that  it  affects  adults  and  children, 

pend^  upon  the  specific  character  of  the  though  more  seldom  than  the  aged, 

disorder ;  upon  its  connection,  I  mean,  with  There  is  the  same  anatomical  condi- 

the  venereal  virus.    Mercury  is  fully  as  ser-  tion,  but  in  the  emphysematous  lung 

viceable  and   as   sure   In   common  acute  the  dilatation  iB  greater  thwi  in  the 

inflammation  of  the  iris.    Upon  this  point  hmm  of  old  persons, 
all  men  of  experience  are  agreed.     **  Its 

influence  (says  Mr.  Lawrence)  is  not  con-  The  Anatomical  CharacterM  qf  Pulmonary 
fined  to  the  syphilitic  form  of  the  disease,  Ev^hysema, 

but  extends  eoiMi//y  to  the  idiopathic."  And        *,  t       x.    j  -j       av  i.At. 

Dr.  Farre  bears   testimony  to   the   same        M.  Lombard  considers  that  there  are 

effect,  three  distinct  forms  of  pulmonary  em- 
physema, designated  according  to  the 

extent  of  lung  affected  in  each. 

1.  When  the  lesion  is  confined  to 
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some  isolated  vesicles,  the  emphysema  matous  appendix  and  the  rest  of  the 

is  then  tenned  vesicular.  lung.      Tne  pedicles  vary  in  lengthy 

2.  When  a  whole  lobule  is  affected,  but  are  usually  so  short  that  the  ap- 
which  is  the  most  common  case,  we  pendix  appears  to  be  attached  imme- 
then  have  lobular  emphysema.  diately  to  the  lung. 

3.  When  the  same  lesion  affects  an  In  these  hvdatiform  or  lobular  ap- 
entire  lobe,  it  is  called  lobal  emphy-  pendices  are  found  all  the  varieties  of 
sema.  emphysema,  from  the  unequal  dilata.- 

1.  Vesicular  emphysema.  —  The  air  tion  of  a  few  cellules  to  the  destruction 
cells  of  the  lungs,  when  they  are  em-  and  coalescence  of  all  the  vesicles  into 
physematous,  may  either  be  isolated  or  one  single  cavity. 

collected  in  groups  of  three  or  four.        The  cavities  of  emphysematous  lo- 

Their  situation  is  usually  at  the  border  bules  differ  in  size,  their  diameters  vary- 

of  the  lune,  thouch  they  are  occasion-  ing  from  the  fraction  of  a  line  to  one 

ally  founa  elsc\vncre.      They  elevate  or  two  inches;  their  inner  sur&ee    is 

the  pleura,  forming  small  vesicles  very  anfractuous  and   lamellated,    or    else 

like  pemphigus.      These  vesicles  are  they  are  crossed  in  every  direction  by 

lar^r  than  they  appear,  since  the  pro-  shreds  of  a  tissue  like  small  transparent 

jecting  portion  is  less  than  that  which  iamince,  which,  when  detached,  are  of 

is  excavated  within  the  tissue  of  the  a  pearly  white  colour  like  the  laminae 

lung.  of  an  onion.    This  indicates  the  fonna- 

When  the  vesicles  acquire  consider-  tion  of  these  cavities  by  the  destruction 

able  size,  they  are  invariably  formed  of  the  walls  of  several  smaller  cells, 

by  the  imion  of  several  air  cells,  the  When  in  an    emphysematous   lobule 

walls  of  which  have  been  destroyed,  some  of  the  cells  only  are  increased  in 

The  cases  of  simple  dilatation  of  an  air  size,  they  are  usually  those  which  are 

cell  resulting  from  true  hypertrophy  the  most  superficial,  and  the  lesion  is 

must  be  very  rare,  as  M.  Lombard  nas  the  greater  in  proportion  as  the  cells 

not  met  witn  one ;  and  all  those  which  are  situated  further  from  the   centre 

he  had  an  opportunity  of  dissecting,  and  more  towards  the  surface  of  the 

which  were  at  first  single  in  appearance,  lobule.    A  lobule  is  never  found  to  be 

were  found  upon  examination  to  consist  emphysematous  in  the  centre,  and  nor- 

of  several  ceUs,  their  internal  surfaces  mal  at  its  periphery.     The  air  cells 

presenting  anfractuosities  and  lamellee,  which  are  situated  at  the  surface  of  the 

traces  of  old  intervesicular  partitions,  lung  are  more  easily  and  to  a  greater 

2.  Lobular  emphysema, — ^This  form  extent  distensible  than  those  at  the 
consists  in  the  dilatation  of  the  air  cells  centre,  because  at  the  surface  of  the 
in  an  entire  lobule ;  not  that  they  are  lung  the  extension  of  the  pulmonary 
all  equally  dilated,  but  that  the  whole  tissue  is  opposed  by  the  pleura  alone, 
lobule  must  be  more  or  less  in  this  which,  witn  all  the  serous  membranes 
morbid  condition  :  the  divisions  of  has  the  properties  of  perfect  flexibility 
the  lung,  and  the  independence  of  each  and  distensibility. 

lobule,  being  easily  traceable  in  this        3.  Lohal  emphysema. — The  emphy- 

second  form.  sema  which  occupies  an  entire   lobe 

As  the  enlargement  of  isolated  cells  presents  two  very  distinct  varieties, 
produces     the    vesicular    appearance.        In  the^^/ the  lobules  are  all  emphy- 

which  in  the  firat  form  was  compared  sematous,  but  in  very  different  degrees, 
to  pemphigus,  so  in  this  second  form        The  second  is  where  all  the  tisvsue  of 

the  enlargement  of  an  entire  lobule  a  lobe  or  even  of  a  whole  lun?  is  changed 

causes  a  nemia  from  the  lung,  which  into  a  spongy  mass,  so  bulky  that  one 

projects  like  an  additional  lobule.  would  imagine  it  to  be  hypertrophied ; 

This  explains  the  formation  of  the  but,  as  will  be  seen  presently,  this  aug- 

lobular   appendices   which    are    found  mentation  of  bulk  depends  upon  atru> 

attached  to  the  margins  of  the  lungs.  phy  and  not  hypcrtropliy  of  the  areolar 

If  we  observe  the  pedicles  by  wliich  tissue,  which,  naving  lost  its  elasticity, 
they  are  united  to  tne  lung,  we  find  suffers  itself  to  be  distended  by  the  an- 
them in  some  cases  to  be  formed  of  inspired. 

dense  cellular  tissue,  without  any  trace        The  natural  state  of  the  lung  in 

of  air  cells ;  in  others  we  may  detect  people  of  an  advanced  ape  approaches 

,he  air  cells  unoblitcrated,  shewing  a  the  se  cond  variety  of  emphy  sema  lobare. 
communication  between  the  emphyse-        When  the  dilatation  is  uniform,  and 
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thtoughouCan  entire  luog,  several  cir- 
cumstancca  are  observed  which  it  is  im- 
portant to  remarli. 

ifitly.  The  vtsicles,  although  appa- 
rmf/yeimilHrin  form  and  tiize,  aranoJm, 
Borne  being  distended  to  three  or  four 
times  their  natural  state,  whilst  others 
are  scarcely  enlarged  at  all.  In  Eome 
portions  or  the  lung  the  anfractuosities 
are  found  vetydistinct,  whilst  in  others  - 
the  tissue  does  not  present  any  well 
marked  solution  of  coutinuity. 

2dlv.  The  obliteration  of  the  blood- 
vessels, or  at  least  their  diminution  in 
number  and  size.  The  tissue  of  the 
lungs  in  its  normal  condition  is  of  a 
deep  red  colour,  and  traversed  in  all 
directions  by  a  number  of  capillaries, 
whilst  in  the  emphyscmatouH  Etate  it 
is  likeahoncy-comb,  and  nearly  blood- 

My.  The  destruction,  or  at  least  the 
dissolution  of  the  cellular  tissue,  which 
in  the  normal  state  separates  the  lobules, 
BO  that  the  divisions  of  the  lung  and 
the  independence  of  each  lobule,  which 
were  observed  in  the  second  class  or 
lobular  emphysema,  are  no  longer 
traceable,  whence  thelun^  appears  uni- 
form andwithoutintersecbons  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  a  lobe. 

The  Theory  iff  the  FartAatioa  of 
Pulmonary  Emphyiema. 

Theauegtion  is,  whether  the  enlarge- 
ment 01  the  air  cells  depends  upon  hy- 
pertrophy, or  by  the  union  of  several 
single  cells,  which  are  distinct  in  the 
normal  states,  but  united  into  a  single 
cavity  by  the  obUteraiion  of  the  inter- 
vesicular  walls.  Laennec  and  Andral 
considered  that  emphysema  might  re- 
sult from  either,  but  Louis  and  Stokes 
attributed  it  to  hypertrophy. 

"  '   '    [  a  slice  of  lung  pre- 


sound,  and  appear  to  occupy  the  whole 
space.     In  the  centre  and  towards  the 


lung  does  not  at  all  depend  upon  the 
thickening  of  its  tissue,  which,  mstead 
of  being  dense  and  firm,  as  it  would  be 
if  it  were  hyl)ertrophied,  is  Ught  and 
pervious ;  the  intersections  of  it  are 
either  demolished,  or  are  so  much  at- 
tenuated, as  to  be  transparent. 

The  figure  represents  the  appearance 
of  a  section  as  seen  under  tne  micro- 
scope ;  it  has  been  sUccd  off  with  a 
mor  from  an  emphysematous  lobe, 
and  placed  on  a  black  ground,  in  order 
to  bring  out  the  details. 

Superiorly  and  a  little  to  the  right 


left  the  large  divisions  only  are  observed, 
most  of  the  vesicles  and  intervesicular 
walls  having  there  disappeared,  and  at 
the  lower  part  even  those  large  parti- 
tions are  broken  up  to  give  existence 
to  cavities  of  still  larger  dimensions! 
but  there  may  be.  observed  traces  of 
former  partiUoDS,  having  the  appear- 
ance of  plates  loose  at  one  of^  their 
edges,  and  attached  by  the  other  to  the 
internal  sur&ce  of  the  cells ;  they  form 
processes  very  like  the  alveolar  parti- 
tions of  a  honey-eomb. 

The  attenuation  and  transparency  of 
the  intervesicular  walls,  their  loss  of 
colour,  and  elasticity,  are  evidently 
caused  by  the  destruction  of  the  blood- 
vessels which  traverse  the  iung  in  every 
direction  when  it  is  in  a  healthy  state, 
and  form  of  it  an  erectile  tissue,  as  it  is 
described  by  Bourgerie. 

Obliterabon  of  the  capillaries  is  a 
pathological  condition  iuvariably  found 
m  cm^ysemuliius  lungs;  the  figure 
shews  how  the  blood-vessels,  which  ap- 

E:ar  like  threads,  stop  abruptly  in  the 
rge  divisions,  instead  of  being  distri- 
buted all  over  the  vesicles. 

Thus  in  pulmonary  emphysema  it  is 
shewn  that  there  are  two  pathological 
conditions  which   are  essential   to  its 


IsL  The  destruction  of  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  intervesicular  walls, 
and  the  coalition  of  several  air  cells 
which  were  originally  distinct,  into  one 
irregular  caviw. 

2d.  The  obliteration  of  nearly  all  ^e 
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capillaries  in  the  emphyBematous  por-  inelasticity.    For  dorins  life  the  tbora- 

tion.  cic  cavity  was  preserved  at  its  largest 

To  complete  the  pathology  we  must  dimensions  by  the  action  of  the   in- 

trace  the  relation  which  these  two  con-  spiratory  muscles,  and  the  emphysema 

ditions  bear  to  each  other  as  caHse  and  has  progressively  increased  until  even 

eflfect,  by  ascertaining  which  ttfflfeWo  this    pretematurally   enlarged    cavity 

neccssarilypfecedes  the  other.  was  almost  or  entirely  occupied  Iry  dis- 

Did  the  dc?5tructi6n  of 'ftie 'itit^f^-  tended  lung.    When  in  death  the  in- 

cular  walls  precede  the  oblitMtibn  of  spiratory  muscles  at«  relaxed,  the  thora- 

the  blood-vessels,  haemoptysis  •  ^piild  cic  cavity  would  sink  to  its  natural 

evidently  be  one  of  the  most  cdtfstant  dimensions  were  it  not  supported  by 

symptoms  of  the  disease  at  its  coin-  emphysematous  lung,  in  which  state  it 

mencement;  and  this  htetnorrlUigeVould  is  nrmer  and  more  difficult   to    break 

beconsiderable,forwe  see  whole  lobules  down  than  when  it  is    healthy   and 

of  three  or  four  inches  circumference  crepitant,  for  the  same  reason  that  the 

changed  into  single  cavities,  which  re-  healthy  lung  is  firmer  under  pressure 

main  constantly  open,   and  are  large  than  one  which  is  engorged  and  hepa- 

enough  to  contain  a  walnut.    But  of  tized. 

35  cases  observed  by  M.  Louis,  only        2d.  The  lobular  appendices,    where 

one  was  affected  with  hsmoptysis,  and  the  lobules  instead  or  preserving^  their 

this  one  subsequently  shewed  si^s  of  primitive  forms  become  hemi«,  and 

tubercles  :  from  which  it  may  be  in-  really  increase  its  volume.    But  even 

ferred  that  hiemoptysis  is  not  one  of  in  tms  case  there  is  no  true  hypertro- 

the  symptoms  of  emphysema,  and,  con-  phy,  for  the  pulmonary  tissue,  so  far 

sequently,  that  the  destruction  of  the  irom  being  more  dense  and  solid,  as 

intervesicular  walls  does  not  precede  would  be  the  case  were   it  hypertro- 

the  obliteration  of  the  blood-vessels.  phied,  is,  on  the  contrary,  pretema- 

According  to  the  law  in  patholoey  turally  distended  and  almost  oeatroyed. 

that  when  an  organ  is  no  longer  uselul  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  efibrts 

it  becomes  atrophied,  shrinks,  and  at  of  coughing  play  an  important  part 

length  disappears ;  when  the  pulmonanr  in  this  distension  of  the  lobules,  and 

tissue  ceases  to  be  supplied  with  blood-  Laennec  thought  that  emphysema  was 

vessels,  the  walls  of  the  vesicles  be-  the  result  of  bronchitis ;  but  M.  Louis' 

come  attenuated,  and  finally  disappear,  observations  contradict  this    opinion, 

leaving  those  anfractuous  cavities  which  who    ascertained    that  in   one-fourth 

constitute  emphysema;  the  walls  of  these  only  of  the  subjects  of  emphysema 

cavities  are  atrophied,  have  lost  their  observed  by  him,  was  there  sufficient 

elasticitv,  and  are  consequently  inca-  cough  to 'account  for  the  dilatation  of 

pable  01  expelling  the  air.  the  air  cells  until  after  the  existence 

From  this  result  two  important  phe-  ofdyspnoea,  when  the  emphysemamight 

nomena.  be  considered  as  already  established. 

Ist.  The  permanent  state  of  tume-       The  increase  of  volume  is  attributed 

faction  of  an  emphysematous  lung.  by  Dr.  Lombard  to  the  expansion  of 

When  the  chest  is  opened,  and  at-  the  air  confined  in  a  tissue  of  a  much 

mospheric  pressure  is  allowed  to  act  higher  temperature  than    the    atmo- 

upon  the  lungs  externally,  their  natural  sphere,  where  the  tissue  being  no  lon^ 

elasticity  causes  them  to  collapse ;  but  supplied   by  capillaries  has    lost  its 

when  any  portion  of  them  is  emphy-  elasticity. 

sematous  its  elasticity  is  destroyed,  and        I  think  such  an  explanation  far  from 

there  remains  no  force  sufficient  to  ex-  satisfactory.    If  a  stove  be  lighted  in 

pel  the  air  from  the  diseased   part,  a  cold  room,  as  it  raises  the  temperature 

This  fipves  it  the  appearance  of  being  of  the  atmosphere  it  does  not  increase 

forcibly  inflated,  and  accounts  for  the  the  barometric  pressure  tmless  the  room 

increase  of  volume  which  has  led  some  be  first  made  air  tight.    I  believe  Uie 

anatomists  to  consider  emphysema  as  emphysematous  lobule  to  be  in    the 

an  hypertrophy  ofthe  pulmonary  tissue,  same  category  with  the  warmed  room. 

Tnis  increase  of  volume,  even  where  The  lobule  must  be  made  air-tight  by 

the  lungs  protrude  when  the  thorax  is  blocking  up  the  entrances  or  bronchial 

opened  after  death,  is  not  repugnant  to  tubes  leading  to  it,  before  the  increase 

the  supposition  that  the  lung  oe  in  a  of   temperature  can  cause  dilatation, 

state  of  hypertrophy,  and  consequent  and  the  evidence  is  rather  against  the. 
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fact  of  there  being  obstnictions  in  those  4.  Atrophy  of  the  inspiratory  mus- 

tubes.    But  supposing  (which  is  more  cles,  which  Dr.  Stokes  has  remarked  as 

probable)  that  the  pressure  of  the  atmo-  the  consequence  of  the  forced  exten- 

sphere  throughout  the  whole  bronchial  sion  in  which  they  are  maintained  by 

candbs  be  very  nearly  equal,  it  is  natural  the  morbid  distension  of  the  lung,  and 

to  expect  that  it  would  the  most  distend  which  may  in  a  measure  account  for 

the  weakest  lobules,  or  rather  those  theweaknessof  the  inspiratory  sound, 

lobules  which  have  the  least  elastic  To  the  second  group  Dclong — 

force  to  oppose  the  pressure;  and  if  1.  Palpitations, 

there  be  a  few  lobules  much  less  elastic  2.  Hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the 

than  the  rest,  they  would  naturally  be  right  ventricle. 

distended  and  left  in  a  condition  pre  3.  Dropsy,  resulting  from  the   ob- 

senting  the  ap];)earance  of  hydatiform  struction  to  the  pulmonary  circulation 

appendices.  This,  I  believe,  would  be  a  through  the  morbid  lung, 

sumcient  explanation  of  the  mode  in  4.  Dyspnoea,     where    there    is    a 

which  emphysema  is  developed,  with-  mater  supply  of  venous  blood  than 

out  having  recourse  to  bronchitis  for  tne    diseased    lungs    can    arterialize. 

an  exciting  cause ;  at  the  same  time  This  explains  the  various  causes  pro- 

we  must  admit*  that  coughing,  playing  ducing  a  paroxysm  of  asthma ;  sucn  as 

on  wind  instruments,  straining  for  any  exercise,  mental  emotion,  stimulants, 

lengdi  of  time,  when  the  breatn  is  held,  which  increase  the  circulation,  a  full 

in  order  to  fit  the  chest  for  athletic  stomach,  the  recumbent  posture,  pre- 

efforts,  must   tend   more  speedily  to  venting  the  descent  of  the  diaphragm, 

develop  the  disease.  obstructions  of  the  air-cells  or  lobes, 

Pulmonary  emphysema  is,  therefore,  which  nrevent  the  lungs  from  using 

a  morbid  condition  of  lun j,  commenc-  their  full  power  in  performing  the  re- 

ing  with  the  obliteration  of  the  capilla-  spiratory  function, 

ries,  which  afterwards  destroys    the  5.  The  frequency  of  pulmonary  ca- 

air  cells,  changing   them    into  ^  lar^  tarrhs,  the  result  of  the  increased  ac- 

membranous  and  irregular  cavities :  it  tivitv  of  the  healthy  parts  of  the  lun^, 

is  a  partial  destruction  of  the  organ,  in  those  patients  in  whom  a  whole 

which  renders  it  perfectly  useless  for  lobe,  and  frequently  a  whole  lung,  is 

the  purposes  of  respiration.  perfectly  useless  for  the  purpose  of  re- 

An  E^kmaiion  qf  the  Symptoms    qf     ^  

EmphyBema    of  the  Lungs^  by    the 

nature  of  the  Anatomical  Leeian.  AN    ACCOUNT 

The  symptoms  may  be  divided  into  of  bomb 

two  groups.  CASES  OF  UNNATURAL  NARROW- 

The  one  is   the  immediate   conse-  j^j-gg  Qp  ^HE  AORTA, 
quence  of  the  retention  of  aur  within 

the  lung.    The  other  is  produced  by  and  oy  th«  coN8«au»Nc«s  of  this 

the  obstruction  of  the  circulation,  and  malfgemation  ; 

inaptness  of   the  diseased  portion  to  With   Ob^ervetiofu  on  the  Caneee  which 

pcnorm  the  function  of  respiration.  produce  the  CommunieatioHs  between 

To  the  first  group  belong—  the  two  tidet  qf  the  Heart. 

1.  The  sonorousness  of  the  chest;  gy  T.Wilkinson  Kino, 
since  a  considerable  quantity  of  air  re-  Lecturer  on  Pathology  at  Guy'i  HotpitaL 
mains  confined  within  the  lung.  i#^.-^^»  r^™#^-  n 

2.  Distortion  of  the  chest.  It  is  a  [^  '**  ^^^  Gazette.^ 
common  observation,  that  the  walls  of  ,  ,  ,  * 
cavities  mould  themselves  to  their  con-  Writers  on  the  heart  do  not  appear  to 
tents:  and  if  the  lung  continues  perma-  have  noticed  the  fact  that  the  aorta  is 
nently  in  a  state  of  distension,  the  chest  every  now  and  then  to  be  found  dispro- 
¥-411  be  developed  in  the  same  propor-  portionately  small,  and  still  less  have 
jjjjp  they  considered  the  consequences  of 

3 '  Absence  of  the  respiratory  mur-  this  congenital  defect,  although  it  is 

mur,  the  natural  consequence  of  the  probable  that  most  museums  contain 

fulness  of  the  lung,  which,  being  al-  some    illustrations   of  these    circum- 

ready  distended  to    the  utmost,  can  stances,  which,  however,   have  been 

receive  no  more  at  each  inspiration.  hitherto  overlooked.    I  have  thought 
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it  well  to  bring  forward  the  present  more  than  the  English  one,  M.  Boiul- 
topic,  in  connection  with  some  others  laud's  case,  ouoted  above,  had  the  aorta 
which  may  appear  naturally  to  belong  a  little  less  than  two  inches  in  circum- 
to  it,  andl  hope  that  the  several  points  ference  (of  our  computation),  while  his 
will  assist  to  elucidate  each  other.  mean,  taken  from  males,  is  pretty  ex- 
it is  first  proposed  to  relate  the  chief  actly  as  that  of  Drs.  Guy  and  Rankin  ; 


circulation,  out  wiiiioui  any  pcrvcjoiwu  i.»«*i.  xv*  *«-»**» %vom 

of  the  course  of  the    blood ;    in    the  2  lines  (English), 
second  place,  to  consider  the  circum-        With  respect  to  the  minimum  cir- 

stances  which  produce  the  communica-  cumference  of  the  aorta,  measured,  as  it 

tion  of  the    ventricles ;  and   thirdly,  is  said,  in  healthy  hearts,  1  make  very 

those  which  cause  imperfection  of  the  little  hesitation  in  concluding  that  it  is 

septum    of   the    auricles.      It    seems  estimated  below  the  truth,  being  taken 

scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  these  last  chiefly  from  cases  of  wasting  disease: 

explanations  are  still  wanting  in  the  thus  the  calculation  of  the  mean  may 

pathological  history  of  the  heart.  be  also  reduced  too  low,  especially  when 

_  ^  ^  ,      I    »-  -  it  is  to  be  compared  ^^ith  the  examples 

Cases  of  Preternatural  ^arrmonets  of  of  which  I  treat,  which  are  cases  of  un- 

the  Aorta.  ^^^  arterial  distension  or  tendency  to 

M.  Bouillaud  relates  the  appearances  dilatation, 
of  the  heart  of  a  leucophlegmatic  girl,        Lastly,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 

between  17  and  18  years  of  age ;  and  that  the  minimum  is  at  least  a  disad- 

in  this  case,  probably,  the  primary  dif-  vantageous  state ;  and  farther,  in  the 

ficulty  in  the  circiilation  was  in  the  cases  of  Drs.  Guy  and  Rankin,  which 

aorta,  which  was  1  inch  and  10  lines  in  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  observ- 

circumference.    The  heart  was  nearly  ing,  1  suppose  \£aX  it  oufht  rather  to 

twice  as  large  as  the  girl's  foot,  with  be  regaroed  as  a  morbia  proportion, 

general  dilatation  and  some  thickening,  and  Hable,  under  other  circumstances. 

All  the  other  orifices  were  dilated.  to  give  rise  to  the  consequence  we  are 

M.  B.  gives  the  circumference  of  the  about  to  consider. 

aorta,  as  deduced  from  measurement,  in        Cask  I.  (22d*  10th  mo.  1840). — ^Wil- 

four  men,  between  16  and  24  years  of  Ham  Hogg,  aet.  22,  a  labourer,  from 

age,  as  follows: —  Essex,  short  and  diickly  set,  with  a 

Mean,  2  inches  and  5i  lines  French,  short  neck  and  fuU  face,  which  is  also 

Max.    2     „      „     8      „         „  florid  and  of  a  bluish  tint.   When  a  boy, 

Min.     2     „      „     4      „         „  his  complexion  led  to  his  being  called 

Dr.  Guy,  of  King's  College,  has  fa-  "  the  rising  sun."  His  health  and  habits 

voured  me  with  t&  following  results  l^^ve  been  good.     Last  winter  he  was 

obtained  by  himself  and  Dr.  Rankin,  confined  for  months  to  his  bed^.  with  a 

from  careful  examinations,  made  some  rheumatic   affection,   from  which   he 

years  since    at    Guy's    Hospital,    on  seemed  to    recover  comnletclv;    but 

healthy  adult  hearts.    The  parU  were  about  the  beginning  of  June  he  dis- 

measured  in  ten  males  and   in  nine  covered  that  his   abdomen    and   legs 

females.    The  numbers  express  inches  were  swollen,  and  he  had  palpitations. 

and  lines : Yoxxx  months  later  he  was  umversally 

Uaz.   Min.  Med.  dropsical,  his  urine    coagulable,    his 

In  Males,  the  circum-  pulse  slow  and  weak.    A  communica- 

ferenceof  the  aorta,  3    5,23    29  tion  between  the  two  sides  of  the  heart 

In  Females 211    21    25  was  anticipated,  from  the  consideration 

M.  Bizot  dves  a  mean  for  all  adult  of  his  bluish  complexion  and  full  face, 

males,  of  45  lines ;  and  for  all  adult  At  bed- time  there  seemed  to  be  n^  im- 

females,  41  lines.  mediate  danger.    He  died  at  two  in  the 

The  last  I  quote  from  the  Cyclo-  morning, 
piedia  of  Anatomy    and  Physiology.        The  body  was  excessively  aedematoua 

The  measure  is,  I  presume,  Frencn,  and  livid. 

since  the  same    article   contains  the ■ — 

French  measurements  of  Bouillaud.  JlST^JiSS  T'^'-jL^fa^SSJ^iT- 

Taking  the  French  inch  to  be  l-lSth  SS?  *^  ""^^  ^  "''"''^^  *"  ^^  ""^ 
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The  heart  waa  adherent  only  about  tumid.    The  neighbouring  part  of  the 

the  left  auricle  posteriorly,  by  old  and  thalamus  was  similarly,  but  less  severely 

copious  cellular  membrane.     The  peri-  altered ;  and  it  was  more  injected, 

cardiimi  contained    some    ounces    of  The  lungs  were  pretty  generally  and 

fluid.     All  the  cavities  of  the  heart  firmly  adherent :  they  were  empnyse- 

were  greatly  distended  with  blood ;  the  matous    and   watery,    and    contained 

two  left,  perhaps,  the  most.    The  auri-  three  or  four  apoplectic  masses  about  the 

cles   were    hvpertrophied    very    con-  size  of  small  oranges,  rather  firm,  and 

siderably,  ani  the  nght  ventricle  still  dark,  and  ill  defined.  One  or  two  other 

more  so.     The  right  auricle  seemed  spots  were  less  dark  and  close-textured, 

the  least  altered  of  all  the  cavities,  and  perhaps  attributable  to  pneumonia. 

The  tricuspid  seemed  only  too  close  a  Some  vessels  were  plugged  with  black 

valve.     The  valves  of  the  pulmonary  clot. 

artery  had  full  corpuscula  ;  the  cir-  The  air  tubes  were  much  dilated,  and 
cumference  of  the  vessel  here  was  clog^ged  with  firm  mucus.  The  right 
above  three  inches,  and  its  walls  ap-  auncle  was  widely  dilated  with  recent 
peared  thicker  than  those  of  the  aorta,  coa^^ulum.  The  safety  valve,  under  ex- 
the  circumference  of  which,  above  the  penment,  closed  very  imperfectly :  its 
coronary  arteries,  was  just  two  inches,  curtains  were  a  little  thickened  and 
The  coats  of  the  aorta  seemed  quite  na-  contracted.  The  right  ventricle  was 
tural ;  its  crescents  were  rather  thick  capacious,  and  in  a  very  nnusual  degree 
and  opaque,  contracted  and  irregular ;  hypertrophic.  The  left  auricle  was 
two  corpuscula  were  large,  the  third  large,  and  seemed  somewhat  to  com- 
was  lost,  and  the  free  edge  of  its  cres-  press  the  left  bronchus, 
cent  had  a  granular  fringe.  The  si-  The  mitral  openinc^  was  a  pretty  lar^ 
nuses  of  Morgagni  were  a  good  deal  button  hole ;  its  edges  thick,  rough, 
dilated.  The  mitral  valve  was  ex-  and  osseous :  it  closed  well  under  injec- 
tensive,  its  orifice  dilated,  and  its  clo-  tion.  The  left  ventricle  was  rather 
sure  imperfect.  The  apices  of  the  val-  small,  thin,  and  flabby,  and  of  a  dull 
vular  muscles  were  acute  and  white,  hue.  The  arterial  valves  were  all 
indicating  much  traction  by  the  dilata-  healthy  :  the  aorta  was  decidedly  small, 
tion  of  the  ventricle.  The  edges  of  the  The  Uver  was  indurated,  and  like  nut- 
mitral  were  a  little  thickened  and  in-  meg.  The  spleen  too  fleshy  and  very 
durated,  and  slightly  (minutely)  gira-  dark.  The  pancreas  rather  loose  in 
nular.  Parts  of  this  valve,  as  well  as  texture.  The  kidneys  were  of  fair  size 
the  posterior  lining  of  the  auricle,  pre-  and  colour,  but  firm.  The  generative 
sented  a  firm,  reddish,  translucent,  organs  were  not  large ;  the  ovaries  were 
rugous  thickening.  The  septa  of  the  enveloped  in  adhesions.  The  intestines 
heart  were  entire,  but  beneatn  the  pos-  were  (Bdematous,  and  tur^d  with  blood, 
terior  and  right  aortic  crescents  the  Case  III. — ^The  specimen  1391-25. 
ventricular  septum  was  membranous  In  Guy's  museum  is  a  "  heart  enlarged, 
and  thin,  transmitting  U^ht,  and  at  a  with  its  apex  blunted,  chiefly  in  con- 
point  but  just  closed :  this  is  the  spot  sequence  of  the  dilatation  of  right  ven- 
which  perforations  almost  constantly  tricle,  the  parietes  of  which  are  some- 
occupy.  There  was  much  old  pleuritic  what  thickened,  and  altered  in  texture : 
adhesion,  and  the  lungs  were  full  of  the  right  auricle  is  likewise  dilated, 
fluids.  From  a  young  man,  22  years  of  as^, 

The  remainder  of  the  body  was  not  who  had  laboured  for  some  months 

examined.  under  palpitation,  anxiety,  and  dysp- 

Case  II.  (19th6thmo.  1837).— Sarah  no&a,  with  eflfusioninto  the  thorax."    In 

A.  C,  set.  22,  a  respectable  young  per-  this  heart  there  is  general  dilatation, 

son,  of  fully  developed  frame,  who  nad  The  aorta,  in  comparison  with  the  pul- 

formerly  had  rheumatism,  and  had  suf-  monary  arteries,  is  decidedly  narrow, 

fered  with  symptoms  of  diseased  heart  The  fossa   ovaUs  seems    impNcrforate. 

for  five  years.   jBronchitis  and  anasarca  This  person  had  a  somewhat  misshapen 

supervened,  and   finally  she   became  chest;  his  occupation  was  in  cutting 

hemiplegic.    The  brain  was  vascular,  whale-bone  for  brushes ;  and  he  had 

The  inferior  grey  plane  of  the  right  been  long  in  a  cachectic  state  from  mer- 

corpus  straitum  was  (oftened,  too  tran-  cury.     The  principal  change  in  his 

slucent,  and  of  a  dull  pale  and  somewhat  lungs  consisted  in  emphysema.    There 

yellow  tint;  it  appeared  also  a  little  waa  some  general  serous  efibrion.    The 
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kidneys  are  stated  to  have  been  only  a  that  it  is  about  this  period  that  conge- 
little  too  finn,  and  the  abdomen  gene-  nital  impediments  are  also  commonly 
rally  congested.  fatal,  if  hot  destructive  in  still  earlier 

•CASElV.(2l8tllthmo.ia40).— John  life. 
•N.,  cBt.  20,  suifered  some  years  ago  with        In  the  first  case,  that  of  Hogg,  there 

inflammation  and  thickening  al^ut  the  is  evidence  of  something* wrong  in  the 

atlas,  which  subsided.    The  last  five  or  compleidon,  without  any  commoniea- 

six  months  of  his  life  he  had  general  tion  of  the  two  sides  of  the  heart.     The 

dropsy^,  with  symptoms  of  thoracic  ob-  state  of  the  ri^ht  ventride,  of  the  pul- 

struction,  and  at  tunes  coagulable  urine,  monary  sigmoid  valves  and  of  the  aorta. 

He  was  tapped  a  few  days  before  his  indicates  that  the  affection  was  oonge- 

death.  nitaL    The  obstruction  seems  first  and 

On  inspection  the  face  was  sharp  and  most  to  have  implicatedthe  left  cavities 

livid ;  the  body  and  legs  tumid.    The  of  the  heart,  and  least  of  all  the  ri^t 

pericardiumwas  adherent,  and  the  lungs  auricle.    An  account  of  the  kidneys, 

partially  so ;  and  the  pleuree  presented  &c.,  might  doubtless  have  assiated  to 

recent  nbrinous  layers,  with  watery  and  explain  the  dropsy, 
puriform  secretions.    The  lungs  were        Sarah  A.  C.  had  also  had  rhemmi- 

emphysematous  and  turgid.  The  bron-  tism,  and  the  alteration  of  the  mitral 

chial  secretion  was  watery,  and    the  valve  was  evidently  old ,  but  as  an  im- 

smaller  tubes  were  large,  and  very  thick  pediment  it  was  by  no  means  eqoal  to 

and  red.  what  is  often  met  with.    The  state  of 

More  than  one  -half  of  the  lung  sub-  the  left  ventricle  was  peculiar,  receiving 

stance  was  in  a  state  of  hepatization,  Ic^  than  formerly,  and  yet  not  so  much 

uniformly  airless,  dark,  red,  and  fleshy,  diminished  in  cavity  as  in  firmness, 

but  scarcely  distended,  and  very  little  The  very  thick  right  ventricle  I  regard 

lacerable  or  watery.    The  trachea  was  a^  almost  necessarily  congenitaL 
narrow :    the  left  bronchus  decidedly        The  third  case,  like  the   rest,  was 

flattened.    The  heart  was  about  twice  one  of  dilatation,  but  some  thickening 

a&  large  as  is  natural,  and  its  substance  of  the  right  ventricle  is  still  to  be  note£ 

dark  and  hard.  The  aorta  was  remarka-  not  as  an  actual  hypertrophy,  but  as 

bly  narrow.    The  left  ventricle  was  the  remains  of  the  congenital  propor- 

capacious  and  thick.    The  mitrial  on-  tions. 

flee  was  eoually  expanded,  and  the       The  fourth  case  is  perhaps  the  most 

curtains  wiae  and  thick.    The  auricle  genuine  and  unmixed  mstance,  but  the 

dilated  and  strong.     The  pulmonary  whole  should  be  compared  with  another 

artery  was  wide  and  clear.    The  right  series.    In  these  cases  the  affection  of 

ventricle  seemed  altered  as  the  left,  the  lungs  is  sufllciently  accounted  for 

but  in  a  less  degree.  The  auricle  strong  ^V  reference  to  the  obstruction  in  the 

and  too  capacious.    The  fossa  ovalis  left  side  of  the  heart,  and  the  undue 

appeared  only  wide  and  thin.    There  impulse  from  the  right  ventricle, 
was  much  fluid  in  the  abdomen,  with      .  The  preceding  examples  may  serve 

albuminous  flakes.    There  were  various  to  prove  the  occurrence  of  too  small  an 

chronic  alterations  of  the  serous  mem-  aorta,  and  lead,  as  I  expect,  to  the  fre- 

brane.    The  liver  was  too  membranous  quent  observation  of  the  fact,  and  also 

and  pale,  yet  flabby  and  a  little  like  to  point  outsome  of  the  chief  aJterations 

nutmeg.      The  kid[neys  were  a  little  to  which  the  narrow  aorta  gives  rise, 

dark,  firm,  and  granular.  It  has  not  appeared  to  me  available  to 

Remarks. — The  foregoing  cases  are  seek  for  specific  indications  of  the  eases 

placed  by  themselves,  as  a  set  of  simpler  in  question.    A  de^ee  of  obstruction, 

examples  than    those  which  will  be  not  very  severe,  with  other  symptoms 

hereatter  related  in  connection  with  ofdifiiculty,  which  are  essentially  va- 

imperfeclions  of  the  septa  of  the  heart,  riable,  independence  on  casual  external 

I  by  no  means  would  nave  it  supposed  influences,  seems  to  me  all  the  charac- 

that  1  have  brought  forward  all  the  ter  that  diagnosis  mav  appreciate, 
instances  that  have  occurred  to  me.  Palpitation  I  have  long  concluded  to 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  three  be  the  same  thing  as  dilatation  or  tern- 
first  cases  were  fatal  at  the  age  of  twenty-  porary  distension  of  either  or  both  ven- 
two,  and  the  fourth  at  twenty*,  and  tricles ;  but  this  will  bring  the  observer 
*  The  case  of  M.  Bouiiiaud,  in  the  previoi  ^^"7  ^^^tle  nearer  to  discriminatmg  a 
Kttsirks,  died  between  17  and  16.  narrow  aorta,  which,  however,  I  8Up> 
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pose  to  be  always  '  attended  both  by  bules  were  seen  floating  in  it  by  the 

dilatation  and  palpitation  in  evident  if  lens.   Portions  were  subsequently  taken 

not  in  severe  degrees.    I  need  not  say  up,  when  the  surface  had  assumed  the 

that  the  heart  is  not  at  all  times  over  full  buff  colour,  and  the  globules  were 

full.     How  nfany  things  must  disturb  found  much  more  numerous,  as  if  their 

the  regularity  of  events :  —  repletion,  number  had  increased  by  standing.     In 

exertion,  and  especially  climate,  must  ten  miuutes   a  delicate,   thin,  almost 

necessarily  produce  far  greater  changes  transparent  pellicle,  could  be  drawn  up 

in  the  disturbed  apparatus  than  on  tne  by  the  point  of  the  knife,  but  the  por- 

healthy  body;  but  even  these  last  are  tions  below  were  not  coagulated  in  half 

rarely  well  reflected  on.    With  respect  an  hour. 

to  climate,  I  think  I  have  noticed  great  Case  VI. — ^A.  H.,  a  man  aged  42,  ill 
differences  in  the  progress  of  very  many  several  days  with  dry  cou^h ;  not  fe- 
different  kinds  of  disease,  when  com-  verish ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble :  ten 
paring  my  own  experience  in  England  ounces  of  blood  taken  from  the  arm : 
with  the  medical  records  of  the  south  the  first  portion  in  a  small  silver  cup 
of  Europe,  and  still  more  with  examples  holding  half  an  ounce,  and  the  remain- 
before  me  in  the  West  Indies.  A  little  der  in  a  common  bleeding-basin.  An 
girl  in  Jamaica  had  had  no  sensible  hour  after,  the  first  exhibited  over  the 
disorder  in  the  chest,  yet  there  was  a  whole  surface  a  flocculent  greenish* 
constant  sound  to  the  ear,  (and  hand,  brown  appearance,  without  any  red 
if  I  may  so  speak),  strong,  sharp,  and  portion,  excepting  a  thin  line  round  the 
aneiuismalywithwii  '  '  '  "  "  ^^  i  ^  -. 
which  I  attributed 
traction  of  thepulm< 

Wasted  by  the  heat,  an^  performing  flocculent  appearance,  chiefly  of  a  bright 
all  the  superficial  functions,  at  leas^  scarlet  colour,  with  patches  of  greenish 
with  great  facility,  such  an  obstruction  brown  bufll  After  standing  twenty- 
might  be  without  any  notable  ill  effects  four  hours  the  clot  of  the  first,  in  the 
to  onl  who  never  caught  cold.  silver  cup,  presented  a  ragged  buf^ 
coat 

COLOURLESS  GLOBULES  IN  THE 
BUPFY  COAT  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

[Continaed  from  p.  479.] 

Br  William  Addison,  Esq. 

The  figure  of  the  clot  is  here  repre- 
sented, snewin?  the  thickness  of  the 

Case  V.— M.  W.,  a  woman  aged  68,  }^^  <^^*^»  ^^  ^^«  bulging  out  of  the 

troubled  for  twelve  months  wi&i   dry  ^^^^^  "^  portion, 

scurfy  exfoliation  of  the  cuticle  of  the  ,  Specific  gravity  of  the  blood,  1060 ;  of 

head,  and  very  irritable  red  patches  of  ^"®  serum,  1032. 

eruption  on  the  thighs,  and  various  The  form  ofthe  clot  shews  the  greater 

other  parts  of  the  body.     She  has  had  contractile  force  of  the  fibrinous  por- 

recourse  to  all  kinds  of  remedies,  and  ^®"  forming  the  bu%  coat,  whicn  is 

been  bled  two  or  three  times  with  only  <lenser  and  much  tougher  than  the  red 

partial  relief  for  short  periods.  portion:   the  red  particles  apparently 

V,S.  to^x.  oppose  the  contractility  of  the  clot; 

'   *  hence  the  bulging  of  this  portion. 

In  three  minutes  the  surface  ofthe  794  grains  of  blood  gave  504  coa- 

blood  appeared  blue  or  purplish ;  this  gulum,  and  290  serum— that  is,  63*4 

gradually  chaneed  to  a  full  bright  buff,  per  cent  coagulum ;  36*6  serum, 

which  at  length  became  clouded  and  The  blood  circulating  in  the  body 

opaque,  entirely  obscuring  all  the  red  consists  of  the  liouor  sanffuinis  (a  clear 

particles.  limpid  viscid  fluid),  and  the  red  corpus- 

Immediately  on  tying  up  the  arm  I  cules.    In  health  these  two  constituents 

removed  a  little  of  the  purpfish  looking  of  the  blood,  in  a  few  minutes  after  their 

portion  with  the  point  of  a  penknife,  removal  from  the  circulation,  form  a 

and  transferred  a  clear  pellucid  drop  to  soft  coagulum,  from  which  the  serum 

a  slip  of  glass ;  several  colourless  glo-  gradually  separates,  leaving  the  crassa- 

687. — ^xxvii.  2  Y 


690  COLOURLESS  GLOBULES  IN  THE  BUFFY  COAT  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

men  turn  or  clot  of  a  bright  red  on  the  lar  outline ;  the  third  with  a  smaller 

surface,   and  of  a  deeper  red  at  the  more  regular  circular  outline,  with  lit- 

bottom.     In  rheumatic,  inflammatory,  tie  specks  or  spots, 
or  diseased  blood,  the  red  corpuscules  12  3 

subside  more  (juickly,  leaving  the  liquor  H/inA     r^r\      %^ 

sanguinis  swimming  at    the    surrace,  UuUU     OOO    o» 

which  at  the  first  moment  of  its  ap-        No.  1  has  a  strong  well-marked  out- 

pearing  is  clear  and  limpid,  looking  like  line,    and  is  the  most  frequent  form. 

oil ;  but  as  it  is  momentarily  losing  its  No.  3  has  also  a  well-defined   strong 

vital  properties,  its  transparency  is  im-  outline.     No.  2  has  a  fainter  one ;  and 

paired,  and  numerous  colourless  glo-  1  and2  may  be  frequently  seen  changing 

bules  are  developed.    The  red  corpus-  into  each  other.   No.  3  is  never  seen  as- 

cules  below,   seen  through  this  now  suming  the  figure  of  either  I  or  2 :  they 

imperfectly  transparent  medium,  have  are  distinctly  smaller,  with  specks  on 

a  purplish  or  bluish  appearance.     As  them. 

the  liquor  saneuinis  accumulates  (still        The  following  notes  T^'ere   penned 

losing  its  vital    properties),  it  grows  with  a  microscope  before  me : — 
more  opaque ;'  the  colourless  (or  yel-        When   a  particle  of  salt  is   applied 

lowish  ?)  globules  become  more  nume-  to  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot,  the  current 

rous;  and  the  colour  of  the  red  corpus-  of  blood  in  the  capillaries  within  its 

cules,  still  less  perfectly  shaded  through  influence  is  retarded ;  the  globules  seem 

it,   assume  a  dirty  yellowish  red  or  to  have  some  difliculty  in  getting  on ; 

brown.    When,  at  length,  from  further  they  are  pushed  and  neaped  together, 

rest,  a  still  thicker  layer  of  liquor  san-  and  the  vessels  appear  somewhat  ^rged. 

guinis  accumulates,  it  becomes  quite  Where  the  action  of  the  salt  is  more 

opaque ;  the  colour  of  the  red  portion  considerable,  the  vessels  are  more  en- 

below  can  no  longer  be  seen  at  all,  and  larged,  and  the  globules  are  quite  sta- 

the  surface  then  assumes  a  full  yellowish  tionary.     After  a  short  time  the  rfo- 

buflf  or  green.    The  vital  properties  of  bules  m  some  of  the  smaller  capillaries, 

the  mass  still  diminishing,  a  film  forms,  where  the  salt  has  had  only  a  feeble  effect, 

and  at  length  perfect  coagulation  takes  begin  to  move  more  quickly,  seemine 

place  by  the  thickening  of  the  film,  to  answer  an  impulse  from  behind,  and 

and  the  firm  aggregation  of  the  glo-  a  number  of  them  may  be  seen  to  make 

bules ;  more  or  less  serum  is  pressed  a  sudden  rush  through  a  capillary ; 

out,  and  the  bufly  coat  is  complete.  then,  for  a  moment  or  two,  the  vessels 

On  viewing  tne  circulation  of  the  appear  quite  empty  of  globules,  and 

blood  through  the  capillary  vessels  in  then  another  lot  rush  tnrough  with 

the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  we  observe  that  great    rapidity  ;    next,    without    any 

the  very  frequent  inosculation  of  these  apparent  reason,  they  hold  back,  and 

vessels  forms  a  complete  network ;  the  are  heaped  together  for  a  moment ; 

meshes  or  spaces  between  them  being  again  the  channel  of  the  vessel  seems 

from  four  to  six  times  their  diameter,  suddenly  to  admit  them,  and  they  hurry 

which  is  just  sufldcient  for  the  red  cor-  through  it  in  the  same  manner, 
puscules  of  the  blood  to  pass  in  single        On    examining   the  web  two  days 

rows  or  files :  the  distance  between  the  afterwards,  one  or  two  inflamed  or  en- 

corpuscules  being  unequal,  sometimes  larged  red  vessels  were  seen  by  the  naked 

two,  three,  or  even  four,  appear  so  close  eye,  produced  by  the  action  of  the  salt : 

as  to  touch  or  crowd  upon  each  other ;  the  web  was  placed  under  the  micro- 

frequently  a  string  of  them  will  pass  scope,  and  the  following  notes  penned 

through  a  capillary  in  this  manner ;  at  tne  time : — 

more  often  tnere  are  spaces  between        In  some  of  the  larger  caplQaries,  or 

the  corpuscules  equal  to  more  than  the  smaller  veins,  t.  e,  in  some  oi  the  larger 

diameter  of  any  single  corpuscule.  The  vessels  seen  in  the  field,  there  are  a 

liquid  (liquor  sanguinis)  in  which  they  great  number    of    globules,   No.     3 ; 

move  cannot  be  seen  under  the  micro-  and  it  is  quite  extraordinary  to  observe 

scope;  it  is  perfectly  clear  and  colourless,  the  difference  in    movement  between 

I  have  for  half  an  hour  attentively  these  round  speckled  globules  and  the 

studied  this  circulation,  and  I  have  seen  oval  ones;  the  blood  globules  pass  in 

three  distinct  forms  of  globules :  the  a  continued  stream,  while,  in  the  same 

first  oval,  or  rice-shapea;  the  second  fluid,  in  the  same  vessel,  are  a  great 

aycr  with  a  circular  and  rather  irregu-  multitude  of  other  (lymph.  No.  3)  glo- 


COLOURLESS  GLOBULES  IN  THE  BUFFY  COAT  OF  THE  BLOOD.    691 

bules,  which  do  not  move,  or  do  so  very  human  subject  the  blood  corpuscule 
shiggishly :  every  now  and  then  they  is  of  a  flat  circular  figure,  like  a  penny- 
move  slowly,  apparently  urged  on  by  piece;  and  such  a  body  in  passing  along 
the  repeated  knocks  they  receive  from  a  tube  must  do  so  either 'with  tne  thin 
the  blood  globules.  It  would  appear  edge  or  with  one  of  the  flat  faces  m  its 
that  after  the  capillary  vessels  have  axis  :  if  in  the  former  manner,  only 
been  acted  on  by  the  s<alt,  that  the  round  two  points  of  the  corpuscule  will  im- 
(lymph)  globules  accumulate  in  an  un-  pinge  on  the  coats  of  the  capillary ;  if 
usual  manner,  and  the  blood  globules  in  the  latter,  it  is  evident  that  in  an 
repeatedly  slide  over  and  knock  against  elastic  channel,  which  embraces  the 
them.  In  some  of  the  vessels  there  is  a  corpuscule,  the  whole  circumference 
rapid  stream.ofbloodin  the  centre,  whilst  of  the  vessel  will  be  impinged  on  by 
at  the  circumference  there  are  many  sta-  each  passing  c^lobule  ;  the  interior  of 
tionaryround  spotted  globules,  which  do  the  vessel  will  be,  as  it  were,  scraped 
not  obey  the  impulse  which  urges  the  clean,  and  kept  clean  by  every  passing 
stream  of  blood,  but  remain  or  move  corpuscule. 

on  slowly  by  little  starts  at  uncertain  In  the  rheumatic  case  (No.  3)  men- 
intervals,  and  with  unequal  pace.  tioned  in  my  last  communication*,   I 

The  action  of  the  salt  ^disturbs  the  separated  the  lower  red  portions  of  the 

reciprocal  action    between  the    blood  clot  from  the  upper  buny  coat  by  ma- 

and  the  capillaries;  under  its  influence  ceratioa  in  water,  and  by  breaking  down 

the  blood  globules  that  have  been  pa^s-  gently  the  friable  coloured  clot.    I  then 

ing  one  way  in  a  capillary  will  some-  obtained  a  rose  coloured  cake,  smooth 

times    become    stationary ;     they    are  on  the  upper  surfiice,  but  on  the  under 

frequently  seen  to  oscillate  to  and  fro,  surface,  ironi  which  the  red  portions  had 

apparently  hesitating  which  way  to  go,  been  washed  away,  there  were  numerous 

and  then  they  very  often  actually  pass  flakes,  flocculi,  and  tufts  seen,  as  the 

in  a  retrograde  manner.  cake  lay  in  clean  water.      This  sur- 

It  is  after  the  disturbance  or  inflam-  face  also  felt  granulated  and  rough  to 

mation  produced  by  the  salt  that  the  the  finger ;  it  was  very  similar  in  the 

three  forms  of  globules  are  seen.  sensation  conveyed  by  the  touch,  and 

I  infer  from  these  observations  that  in  appearance,  to  the  inner  surface  of 

the  blood  corpuscules,  in  the  [normal  the  pericardium,  and  to  the  exterior  of 

condition    of    the    circulation,    move  the  heart,  in  some  of  those  cases  where 

through  the    capillaries    with    a    flat  the  rheumatic  inflammatory  action  at- 

surface  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  tackins^  tliese  organs  has  proved  fatal 

vessel;  nence  when  the  circulation  is  with  dropsical  svmptoms.      The  feel 

seen  in  the  microscope,  the  edge  of  and  appearance  ol  the  imder  surface  of 

each  corpuscule  will  be  turned  towards  the  buny  coat,  after  being  cleansed  of 

the  observer,  and  they  will  all  appear  the  red  portions,  reminded  me  of  the 

oblonff   or  oat-shai>ed :    a  few  lymph  following  two  cases  which  occurred  in 

globules  may  occasionally  be  seen  in-  1838. 

terspersed  among  them.  When  inflam-  Case  VII.-t-J.  P.,  aged  28,  two  years 
mation  is  excited,  various  changes  take  ago  was  attacked  with  acute  rheuma- 
place.  After  the  lapse  of  a  short  time  tism  in  a  very  severe  form,  which  con- 
more  lymph  globules  are  developed,  fined  him  to  bed  for  several  weeks ;  he 
and  the  blood  corpuscules,  insteaa  of  was  treated  by  bleeding,  leeches,  and 
circulating  with  their  flat  faces  perpen-  colchicum,  and  had  a  protracted  con- 
dicular  to  the  axis  of  the  vessel,  and  valescence.  A  short  time  after,  work- 
the  edge  more  or  less  perfectly  turned  ing  rather  harder  than  usual  at  his 
to  the  observer,  turn  round  and  pass  trc^e  (a  carpenter),  he  first  found  his 
edgeways  through  the  vessel,  so  that  breathing  short,  with  some  tendency  to 
frequently  the  circular  form.  No.  2,  is  swelling  at  the  ankles,  and  he  applied 
seen«  at  the  I)ispensary  for  relief  from  these 

As  the  blood  corpuscule  in  all  animals  symptoms.     The  usual   treatment    by 

has  a  determinate  form,  and  as  they  purgatives,  mercurial  alteratives,  and 

pass  singly,  one  after  anotlier,  in  the  diuretics,  removed  them,  and  he  was 

minuter  Ramifications  of  the  capillaries,  able  to  go  on  with  light  work.    After 

it  is  probable  that  in  a  normal  condition  some  time,  however,  they  again    in- 

of  the  circulation  they  move  along  the     — _— . 

vessel  in  a  certain  fixed  mode.    In  the  «  Pact  478. 
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created ;  the  ankles  were  more  swollen,  altogether  sufficiently  indicative  of  dis- 
the  breath  easily  disturbed,  and  the  eased  heart  Various  remedies  were  had 
abdomen  had  evidently  some  fluid  in  it  recourse  to,  but  the  disease  went  on ; 
Two  or  three  doses  of  elaterium,  with  the  breath  became  more  and  more  em- 
two  small  bleedings,  relievedhim  greatly;  barrassed,  notwithstanding  occasional 
and  after  a  little  while  he  resumed  ms  periods  of  rehef  from  the  measures  em- 
occupation.  The  amendment  did  not  ployed;  the  ankles  began  to  swell,  the 
continue  long ;  he  became  more  troubled  mce  puffed,  and  he  died  on  the  25th  of 
with  the  shortness  of  breath  and  ana-  March. 

sarca,  together  with  cough ;  the  urine  I'he  left  lung  was  hepatized ;  '  tbe 
was  scanty,  and  coagulated  by  heat.  liverenlarged,and"mottled  yellow.  The 
Elaterium  and  digitalis  afforded  him  heart  exhibited  an  interesting  specimen 
marked  relief.  At  length,  after  pro-  of  rheumatic  dis^^e,  very  different  from 
tracted  suffering,  having  been  twee  the  former  case,  just  related*  The  peri- 
tapped,  &c.,  he  died.  cardium  was  firmly  adherent  to  the 
Two  days  after  the  body  was  ex-  heart  throughout,  so  that  it  was  diffi- 
amined :  the  surface  was  of  an  intense  cult  to  separate  them,  requiring  to  be 
yellow  hue;  the  lips,  thighs,  and  abdo-  dissected  off;  and  in  domg  so  the  knife 
men,  were  covered  with  petechial  spots,  cut  through  a  dense  cartilae^inous  con- 
which  had  been  evident  some  time  pre-  nection,  with  points  of  ^mo6t  bony 
vious  to  death.  Upon  cutting  through  hardness.  After  well  washing  and 
the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  a  great  quan-  drying,  the  pericardium  and  heart  to* 
tity  of  bloody  serum  flowed  out,  which  gether  weighed  I J  lb.  avoirdupois, 
was  found  to  be  issuing  from  the  peri-  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  these, 
cardimn,  wounded  by  tne  point  of  the  and  similar  cases,  the  floccnli  and 
scalpel.  Upon  raising  the  sternum  the  shreds  of  lymph  are  formed  of  the  sam« 
pericanhum  was  found  entirely  covering  material  as  the  buflfy  crust  of  the  blood 
the  lungs,  both  left  and  right,  occu-  Case  IX.  —  M.  G.,  a  woman  aged 
pying  tne  entire  front  of  tlie  chest ;  74,  ill  four  days  with  oppression  of  the 
and  quite  a  gallon  of  the  bloody  serum  breath,  pain  in  the  chest,  cough,  thirst, 
(estimating  that  which  was  lost)  was  and  loss  of  appetite;  tongue  funed; 
found  contained  in  it.  The  fluid  was  in  pulse  108,  weak,  small,  and  oppressed, 
fact  of  a  deep  chocolate  colour,  and  the  Venieflect.  ad  Jviij. 
whole  internal  surface  of  the  membrane  ,>,,,. 
was  of  the  same  dark  colour,  and  studded  Blood  drawn  into  two  cups  ;  in  four 
all  over  with  shreds  and   floccuU  of  minutes  the  surface  had  assumed  a  dirty 


The  parietes  of  the  left  ventricle  were  the  clouded  opaque  Mpect  which  ob- 

nearly  an  inch  in  thickness ;  the  peri-  scured  the  view  of  the  red  particles 

cardium  also  was  much  thickened.  The  was  attributable  to  their  development, 

heart,  with  the  adhering  pericardium,  In  six  minutes  the  surf^e  was   still 

after  having  been  weU    washed    and  nuid,  and  I   skimmed  off  something 

drained  of  blood  and  coagula,  and  dried  more  than  a  fluid  ounce,  without  any  red 

with  a  cloth,  weighed  21b.  6oz.  avoirdu-  particles,  or  so  few  of  them   as  only 

pois.    The  liver  was  much  enlarged,  suflicient  to  tinge  the  flmd  of  a  pale 

and  looked  when  cut  into  like  porphyry,  pink  colour. 

The  spleen  was  firm,  with  a  dense  white        On  the  succeedins  day  the  patient 

external  coating.     The  kidneys  were  was  not  seen.    On  the  pext  following, 

quite  healthy,  and  the  bladder  empty.  or  forty-two  hours  after  the  bleeding, 

•      Case  VIIl.—W.D.,a  lad  aged  17,  had  I  examinedthe  cups.and  no  serumhad 

rheumatism  three  years  ago,  and  has  separated  in  either  of  them:  in  two,  the 

been  subject  to  the  disease  occasionally  blood  was  a  soft  jelly,  and  the  liquor 

ever    since,    particularly    during    the  sanguinis  in  the  other  was  the  same, 

wintes.    Was  attacked  severely  m  the  hut  much  firmer,  and  of  "a  nale  rose 

autumn  of  1837,  and  remained  ill  more  colour;  so  firm,  indeed, that  I  inverted 

or  less  during  the  winter.  When  I  first  the  cup  on  the  table,  and  left  it  so  for  a 

saw  him,  inTebruary  1838,  there  was  minute  or  two,  without  a  single  drop 

considerable    difliculty    of   breathhig,  of  serum   escaping,   or   without   any 

a  qijick  pulse,  and  feverish  symptoms ;  separation  of  the  coagulum  from  the 


DEATH  FROM  CARBONIC  ACID.  693 

cup.  Icouldnot  do  this  with  the  blood  in  shrinks  in  a  singular  manner.    Hence 

the  other  two  cups ;  the  surface  of  which,  587  grains  of  the  bufly  coat  of  the  blood 

on  tumine  the  cups  on  one  side,  was  so  contained  109'5  grains  of  moist  Hbrine, 

soft  as  to  be  thrown  into  a  fold,  and  if  or  16  grains  of  dry  fibrine ;  and  233'5 

the  cup  had  been  inverted  it  would  grains  of  moist,  or  33*5  grains  of  dry 

have  fallen  out.    The  coa^lated  liquor  albumen. 

sanguinis  weighed  587  gp'ains,  and  upon       In  this  case,  then,  IG  grains  of  fibrine 
being  freed  from  the  sides  of  the  cup  were  sufficient  to  solidify  587  grains  of 
and  turned  out,  a  drop  or  two  of  serum  the  liquor  sanguinis,  the  serum  being 
only  escaped ;  it  was  then  placed  on  a  retained  by  or  contained  in  the  pores 
piece   of  muslin  and  gently  pressed,  or  interstices  of  the  mass,  and  flowing 
whenaouantiiyofclear  straw-coloured  out  only  under  considerable  pressure, 
serum  flowed  out,  like  water  out  of  a  On  removing  the  pressure  the  mass  re- 
sponge  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  firm  twined  its  onginal  shape,  but  did  not, 
pressure  I  used,  it  escaped  without  the  like  a  sponge,  exhibit  the  least  tendency 
slightest  opacity  or  tinge  of  red  what-  to  resume  any  portion  of  its  original 
ever.    Several  times  aiter  pressing  it  bulk ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  more  the 
firmly,  and  getting  all  the  serum   I  appearance  and  mechanical  texture  of 
could  but,  more  would  escape,  after  soft  caoutchouc, 
allowing  the  clot  to  rest  for  a    few       Great  Malvern, 
minutes,  on  pressing  it  again.    This        J*"-  *^  i®**- 
left  a  firm,  elastic,  tough,  pink  clot,  or  -----------^-------— — — — 

massoffibrine,  about  1-lOth  its  original       DEATH  FROM  CARBONIC  ACID, 
size,  not  at  all  broken  do^Ti  by  the  firm  ^__^ 

pSn^c^okvexVo^^  ^  '*'  ^^''"^  ^'**  ^'^^'  ^"*"♦• 

m  the  cup.  Sir,  ^ 

On  examining  by  the  lens  some  of  the  \  s^wp  >'<>«  the  following  case  for  inser- 
last  drops  of  the  serum  which  separated,  tion  m  your  valuable  journal,  if  you 
I  found  in  them  a  great  many  globules  consider  it  of  sufficient  interest, 
or  granules  of  large  size ;  these  might  ^  *™>  ?^^» 
have  been  loose  particles  of  fibrine —                   Your  obedient  servant, 
if  so,  they  had  a   definite    globular                         Charles  Collam bell. 
figure,  more  numerous  and  larger.  This  Canterbury  Place,  Lambeth, 
mass  or  clot  of  fibrine  weiehed  109-5             ^"^  ^'  *"*' 
grains:   hence  587  grains  being  the        The  subject  of  the  following  case  was 
original  weight,  478*5  grains  (or  very  by  trade  a  painter,  cetat.  23.    On  the 
nearly  seven  fluid  drachms)  of  serum  had  morning  of  the  6th  of  January,  at  half- 
been  squeezed  out.    The  serum  (478*5  past  eleven  a.m.,  he  was  employed  at 
grains)  was  heated  in  a  cup  over  the  the  Archbishop's  palace  to  clean  the 
fire,    previously  mixed  with  a   Httle  windows  in  some  small  rooms  on  the 
water ;  coagulation  did  not  readily  take  basement  story.  These  rooms  are  three 

Slace.     I  therefore  added  to  it  a  few  in  number,  and  are  of  the  following 

rops  of  vinegar,  which  gave  rise  to  a  dimensions  :— Length,  8  feet  10  inches  j 

strong  urinous  odour,  and  the  albumen  height,  7  feet  6  inches ;  width,  1 1  feet 

immediately  separated  like  curds.  The  11  inches ;  the  first  or  external  having 

fluid  was  then  strained  oflT,  and  the  a  door  opening  into  a  court-yard,  and 

coagulum  squeezed  dry  ;    it  weighed  all  conununicating  with  each  other  by 

233^  grains.  a  central  door,  having  each  a  window. 

The  fibrine  and  albumen  were  then  but  no  fire-place, 
dried  by  a  gentle  heat.     The  former       A  brazier  of  burning  charcoal  t^ad 

became  a  tough  homy  solid,  shrinking  been  placed  in  the  first  room,  for  the 

very  mnch:  when  dry  not  being  more  purpose  of  drying  it ;  but  upon  the  de- 

than  a  fifth  or  sixth  of  the  bulk  it  was  ceased  going  to  work  he  had  shut  the 

after  being  scjueezed  dry,  and  not  a  outer  door,  and  removed  the  brazier 

twentieth  of  its  original  bulk,  it  now  from  the  first  into  the  third  room,  leav- 

weij^hed  16  grains.    The  albumen,  by  ing  the  other  two  communicating  doors 

drying,  did  not  shrink  in  bulk  more  open.    At  half-past  one  p.m.,  he  was 

than  one-half,  and  formed  a  brittle  found  lying  on  tlie  floor  in  the  middle 

transparent  resinous  solid,   weighing  room,  and  apparently  dead.    Myatten- 

33*5  grains.    The  fibrine,  by  drying,  dance  was  immediately  requested,  and 
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on  mv  arrival  I  found  the  deeeased  on  their  respective  spaces,  and  did   not 

a  table  supported  by  some  of  his  fellow-  collapse  upon  raising  the  sternum ;  their 

workmen,  and  quite  dead.  The  counte-  antenor  aspect  of  a  dark  slate  colour ; 

nance  pale,  eyes  very  bright  and  staring,  the  posterior  of  a  very  deep  livid  colour ; 

pupils  widely  dilated,  lips  exsanguine,  universal  crepitation    upon  pressure; 

jaw  firmly  fixed,  tongue  not  protrud-  eight  ounces  of  serum  tinged  with  blood 

ing,  face  and  extremities  cold.    When  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  and  about 

first    discovered    a   very  considerable  six  ounces  of  similar  fluid  on  the  rig^ht. 

quantity  of  frothy  mucus  had  escaped  Upon  cutting  into  the  lungs  an  amaz^ 

from  the  mouth :  no  other  person  had  ing  Quantity  of  serous  fluid,  mixed  with 

been  in  the  same  apartment,  and  from  blooa,  escaped ;  and  although  this  ap- 

the  deceased  having  been  up  all  the  pearance  was  most  decided  at  the  pos- 

preceding  night,  it  was  supposed  that,  tenor  and  inferior  parts,  it  was  very 

feeling  fatigued,  he  had  laid  down  to  apparent  at  the  superior  and  aaterior 

sleep,  whicii  was  confirmed  by  his  not  portions  of  each  luns^.  Bronchial  tubes 

having  commenced  his  work.    He  had  filled  with  frothy  fluid    tinged   with 

been  in  the  room  two  hours  when  dis-  blood. 

covered,  and  the  ashes  in  the  brazier  The  pericardium  contained  about  aa 

were  in  a  very  low  state  of  combus-  ounce  of  pale  serum, 

tion.    The  person  who  first  entered  the  Heart  muchenlarffed;  very  consider- 

room  felt  considerable  oppression  in  able  h;^ertrophy  of  left  ventride,  with 

breathing,  from  the  state  of  the  atmo-  dilatation  of  Left  auricle  and  ventricle. 

sphere.    The  deceased  was  perfectly  All  the  cavities  free  from  blood ;   but 

sober  when  last  seen  alive.  upon  pressing  on  the  course  of  the 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  II th  in-  aorta  some  very  dark  fluid  blood  re- 

stant,  and  a  verdict  of  ''  Accidental  turned  into  the  left  ventricle.    Valves 

Death"  returned.  healthy.    Four  or  five  pounds  of  dark 

After  the  inquiry  I  obtained  permis-  fluid  blood  were   removed   from    the 

sion  to  examme  the  body,  but  was  chest,  which   had  escaped  from    the 

obliged  to  do  it  very  hastily,  as  the  divided  vessels. 

friends  were  waiting  to  remove  it  into  Abdomen. — ^Liververv  large,  and nmd 
the  country.  congested  with  dark  fluid  blood.  Kid- 
No  appearance  of  decomposition  ;  neys  also  very  large,  and  similarly  con- 
slight  discoloration  of  depending  parts  gested.  Mesenteric  vessels  distended 
from  gravitation:  in  other  situations  the  with  dark  fluid  blood,  and  the  minute 
body  was  unusually  pale.  branches  supplying  the  small  intes- 
Hea(/.— On  cutting  through  the  scalp  tines  highly  injected,  diffusing  over 
a  small  quantity  of  dark  fluid  blood  them  a  general  blush  of  redness, 
escaped.  Vessels  on  the  surface  of  the  The  congested  state  of  the  lungs  and 
brain  highly  distended  with  dark  fluid  brain  might  partly  have  arisen  from  the 
blood.  Pia  mater  bedewed  with  serum,  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  5 
Brain  of  unusually  firm  consistence;  but  I  think  the  general  post-mortem 
and  upon  slicing  it  numerous  bloody  appearances  leave  little  doubt  that  the 
points  issued  from  its  medullary  struc-  inhalation  of  carbonic  acid  gas  was  the 
ture,  upon  wipin^^  the  surface  of  which  immediate  cause  of  death. 

the  blood  immediately  reappeared  from — ^ 

the  divided  vessels.    Lateral  ventricles  on  thb 

distended  with  about  an  ounce  and  a  means  of  improving  the  finangss  and 

half  of  pale  serum ;  vessels  of  plexus  extending  the  protection 

^horoides  much  congested.  Cerebellum  oftbb 

of  a  very  firm  consistence,  and  upon  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS. 

being  cut  into  also  presented  numerous  

bloody  ^ints.    About  two  ounces  of  To  the  Editw  ^  the  Mtdieal  Qaa^ti^. 

serum,  tinged  with  blood,  collected  at  gxR 

the  base  of  the  skull,  much  of  which  The  Quor/frfy  says,  the  College  of  Phy- 

had  flowed  from  the  theca  spinalis.  sicians  is  "  poor  even  to  bankruptcy*.'* 

Muscles  rigid ;  some  fat  under  inte-  Arrangements  are  said  to  be  going  on 

gument^  of  cliest  and  abdomen;  pectoral  for   the  self-reform  of  an  iastitntion 

and    abdominal  muscles  finely  deve-  

loped,  and  of  a  very  bright  red  colour  ^  We«jjp^  '^rC"&\Sc\'r5jJU!?^ 

C;A«^— Both    lungs    entirely    filled  wbich  used  tlii  expr«88foB.^ED.  Oas.             * 
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capable   of  being  rendered  the  most  fessional  utility.   The  legal  compulsion 

powerful  instrument  for  upholding  the  to  receive  its  license  would  raise  the 

dignity  and  honour  of  our  noble  pro-  moral  and  intellectual  standard  of  the 

fession.    Whatever  may  be  the  nature  profession,  and  place  it  on  a  footing 

of  the  changes  contemplated,  the  fol-  with  the  admirable  organization  of  the 

lowing  hints  may  not  be  thrown  away  Prussian    Faculty,  which    allows   no 

upon  that  portion  of  your  readers  con-  M.D.  to  practise  on  the  strenfi^h  of  his 

nected  with  the  College  council.  diploma  per  se,  but  enjoins  the  ordeal 

Let  the  College  obtain  the  power  of  of  another  examination  as  a  qualifica- 

renderingits  license  necessary  for  every  tion  for  practice, 

man  in  England  who  practises  as  a  The  object  ofthe  intelligent  Perceval, 

phvsician.  moreover,  mig^ht  be  carried  out  by  the 

'there  are  118  physicians  to  the  pro-  stamp  of  legsu  authority  vested  in  the 
vincial  hospitals  and  dispensaries ;  25,  College.  The  College  might  establish 
only,  of  these  gentlemen  are  licentiates  a  court  or  courts  of  arbitration  or  ap- 
of  the  London  College,  (Parr's  Medical  peal  (as  in  France  and  Germany),  for 
Almanack).  Amon^  the  many  hundreds  settling  the  various  disputes  which 
of  provincial  physicians,  but  very  few  occur  every  day  in  the  absence  of  an 
are  on  the  College  list;  indeed^  scarcely  established  code  of  medical  ethics, 
any  but  those  who  are  looking  for-  The  old  laws  of  the  College  endea- 
ward  to  the  metropolis.  Manv  lecturers  voured  to  regulate  such  matters  in  the 
in  the  recognised  medical  scnools,  and  metropolis,  and  why  should  not  pro- 
many  contributors  to  the  Cyclopaedia  tection  be  extended  to  the  provinces  ? 
of  Practical  Medicine,  are  without  the  Under  collegiate  arbitration  the  various 
license.  relations  of  physicians  with  each  other 

The  reason  of  the  indifference  to  the  in  consultation,  and  the  relative  posi- 
possession  of  the  license  in  the  pro-  tion  and  duties  of  physicians  in  con- ' 
vinces  is  the  conta^ous  example  of  nection  with  general  practitioners, 
celebrity  and  prosperity  enjoyed  bv  the  would  be  imperatively  fixed,  and  the 
Pritchards,  Hastings',  Barons,  Barlows,  disputes  from  personal  jealousy,  owing 
Headlams,  Bardsleys,  &c.  &c.  These  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  profession, 
eminent  practitioners  are  the  medical  and  which  inlaw  and  divinity  are  corn- 
attendants  of  our  nobility  during  the  paratively  unknown,  would  cease  to  be 
parliamentary  recess,  and  their  well-  the  opprobrium  of  medical  society  in 
earned  reputations  render  them  nuiiit  every  large  town  and  city  throughout 
secundu  the  empire. 

English  law  is  rarely  or  never  retro-  Your  obedient  servant, 

spective  j  but  should  the  College  exer-  A  Provincial  Physician. 

CISC  a  just  lenity  towards  the  regular  Jan.  23,  I84i.^ 

graduates  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  uni- ' 

versities,  who  have  been  some  years  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  op  BOOKS. 

settled  in  actual  practice, — in  the  same  

spirit  as  they  Rrant  degrees  to  prac-  "L'Anteur  te  tneaalonirerceqaelelectearM 

titioners  beyond  forty  years  of  age,—  tue  A  abrc^ger."-D*ALBMBBBT. 

and  limiting  the  examination  (unpre-  „,        .      ^  t-j    ^    u^  *  n               *t 

ceded  by  rlgular  grinding)  to  one  or  Eiements  of  (^.^^'T^-j^ff^JWy;  or  'A« 

two  days,  instead  of  requiring  three  or  ^'•'. ^/^^f**"^ !»  ^^J^  ^J^l^^^S 

four  joirnies  to  town  d^ing  a  period  of  «««»^  ^^'    lUustrated  with  Wood^ 

as  many  months,  there  can  be  no  doubt  p***-     ^^^^^^^"^  ^mee.   Surgeon, 

that  the  greater  portion  of  the  physi-  ^"^"^^^ 'p-^*  ^^J^^'  ^°^  Longman, 

cians,  established  in  country  practice,  Orme,  kCo.     1841. 

would  feel  it  an  honour  to  be  enrolled  Medical  men  in  active  practice  cannot 

as  members  of  the  College  under  its  new  reasonably  be  expected  to  keep  up  a 

constitution.  very  familiar  acquaintance  with  new 

Similar  regulations  might  be  enforced  discoveries  in  natural  philosophy.    Yet 

in   Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  an  ad  if  there  is  one  branch  which  deserves 

eundem  license  from    their  respective  a  little  more  than  ordinary  study,  it  iB 

CoU^es  secured  throughout  the  united  electricity.     Its  energetic  effects  upon 

king£>m.  our  nerves  and  muscles ;  its  connection 

Tne  College,  however,  might  even  with  chemical  combinations  and  de- 
extend  its  power  of  national  and  pro-  compositions;  its  power  of  accelerating 
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the  flow  of  fluids  through  capillary  pilation  from  other  men's  labours,  but 
tubes ;  its  mysterious  connection  with  it  consists  principally  of  the  results  of 
the  cause  of  heat ;  the  existence  of  a  his  own  experiments,  by  which  he  has 
palpable  electrical  force  in  certain  ani-  fully  deyeloped  the  laws  of  metallic 
mats ;  the  influence  of  peculiar  states  precipitation.  To  the  manufacturer  and 
of  atmospheric  electricity  upon  our  the  artist  it  must  be  inyaluable,  from 
feelings,  not  to  mention  its  asserted  the  multiplicity  of  information  it  con- 
power  of  supplying  the  place  of  the  yeys  on  the  subjects  of  fi;ilding,  plating, 
nervous  energy  :  these,  and  a  multitude  making  coins  and  medals,  copying  sea^ 
of  other  facts,  seem  to  shew  that  much  and  plaster  casts,  sculpture,  printing, 
aid  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  and  engraving.  The  botanist  may 
it  in  controlling  the  operations  of  the  learn  from  it  how  to  make  an  imperish- 
animal  economy.  And  although  its  able  hortns  siccus. 
success  hitherto  has  not  been  commen-  *'  A'  pretty  application  of  the  art  of 
curate  with  these  expectations,  may  not  coppering,"  says  our  author,  "  is  suit- 
its  apparent  failure  be  fairly  attributed  able  to  horticuliurists,  as,  by  its  means, 
to  our  imperfect  acquaintance  ^nth  the  fruit,  vegetables,  leaves,  seeds,  and  t^t- 
laws  of  its  operations,  and  to  a  hasty  rious  other  specimens,  may  be  coated 
and  violent  mode  of  using  it,  rather  with  copper,  either  for  ornament,  or  for 
than  to  its  intrinsic  inefhcacy?  Ought  the  puri)oseofillustrating  the  size,  fonn, 
it  to  be  entirely  neglected  because  a  and  other  peculiarities  of  the  object 
few  shocks  or  sparks  will  not  cure  an  Apples  and  pears  may  be  very  readily 
inveterately  palsied  limb,  or  amaurotic  coppered.  They  are  to  be  brushed  over 
eye :  for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  its  with  black  lead,  and  then  a  small  pin  is 
most  frequent  use  is  as  a  last  and  to  be  thrust  in  at  the  stalk ;  to  tiiis  a 
desperate  remedy  for  cases  that  admit  wire  should  be  attached,  which  is  con- 
of  no  cure  from  it  or  anything  dse.  nected  with  the  zinc  of  the  battery.    It 

Now  however,  when,  as  Mr.  Smee  may  then  be  placed  in  the  solution,  and 
says,  "  a  person  may  enter  a  room  by  the  whole  arrangement  completed  by  a 
a  door  having  finger  plates  of  the  most  piece  of  copper,  which  is  to  be  con- 
costly  device  made  by  the  agency  of  nected  to  the  silver  of  the  battery.  In 
the  galvanic  fluid — ^when  the  walls  of  a  similar  manner  cucunibei*s,  gourds, 
the  room  may  be  covered  with  engrav-  potatoes,  carrots,  and  a  hundi^d  other 
ineg,  printed  from  plates  originally  vegetables,  seeds,  and  roota,  may  be 
etched  by  galvanism,  and  multiplied  covered.  The  form  after  the  process  is 
by  the  same  fluid — the  chimney-piece  so  characteristic,  as  to  mark  stronely 
may  be  covered  with  ornaments  made  the  individual  characters  of  each,  '^e 
in  a  similar  manner — at  dinner  the  conditionin  which  the  copper  is  thrown 
plates  may  have  devices  given  by  elec-  down  can  of  course  be  varied  according 
trotype  engravings,  and  the  spoons  gilt  to  the  laws  set  forth  in  the  last  chapter, 
by  the  galvanic  fluid," — we  may  reason-  For  ornamental  puiT)oses  the  crystalline 
ably  hope  that  medicine  wiU  not  be  copper  is  the  most  beautiful ;  but  for  a 
behind  tiie  other  arts  in  enlar^ng  the  specimen  intended  to  illustrate  the  form 
application  of  electricity  to  the  increase  of  the  object  the  smooth  copper  is  best 
of  human  health  and  comfort.  For  adapted.  After  the  objects  are  com- 
now  it  seems  that  galvanic  batteries  pletely  covered  the  pin  is  to  be  with- 
are  no  longer  to  be  conflned  to  smoky  drawn,  which  will  leave  a  little  hole, 
laboratories,  or  to  be  stared  at  in  fruit-  and  that  enables  the  evaporating  juices 
less  wonder  from  the  benches  of  a  of  the  vegetable  to  pass  freely  out,  and 
lecture-room  j  but  vnW  be  the  prime  thus  promotes  the  complete  drying  of 
movers  «f  manufactories  and  the  indis-  the  encased  object  A  cucumber  which 
pensable  appendages  of  ladies'  boudoirs ;  I  coated  during  the  past  summer  appears 
etchings  may  be  made  on  plates  now  to  contain  scarcely  any  thing  inside 
of  pure  galvanic  copper,  and  these  may  the  copper ;  and  the  pears,  apples.  Sec, 
be  bitten  in  by  galvanism,  without  the  consist  of  little  but  tne  metallic  coat, 
sufibcating  nuisance  of  nitrous  fumes.  The  botanist  will  readily  perceive  in 
Pictures,  coins,  statues,  woodcuts,  and  what  way  this  process  may  be  used  to 
daguerreotypes,  will  all  be  multiplied  his  advantage." — P.  97. 
with  ease ;  antiquities  need  never  perish,  Mr.  Smee  tells  us,  moreover,  that  he 
and  novelties  need  never  be  scarce.  has    not   neglected  his  medical  bre- 

Mr.  Smee's  book  is  not  a  mere  com-  thren : — 
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"  The  dentist  requires,  for  artificial  outpourings  of  the  few  public  legid^ 

teeth,  an  exact  cast  of  the  mouth  in  tors  who  have  hitherto  monopolized 

gold,  platina,  or  palladium.     Now  the  .r,         v    x         j      i.       v  •  i 

cost  off  the  manuifacture  of  this  is  so  ^\^  "^^^"^^^   *°^   ^*^°  f^^"^"g    ^^^^ 

expensive,  that  manyare  prevented  from  where    they    are    not    rivalled,    have 

availing  themselves  of  these  valuable  hitherto  spoken  to  deaf  ears  or  empty 

appendages.    It  is  absolutely  necessary  benches.    We  have  often  lamented  the 

tfiat  the  gold  should  fit  very  accurately,  lukewarmness  or  total    neglect    with 
or  else  the  wearer  is  not  able  to  use       i_.  i.   v      ^  .       i.  ^  f 

them.      Electro-metallurgy    might   be  which  the  affairs  of  one  of  the  most  im- 

brought  to  aid  the  mechanic."  portant  of  professions  have  hitherto 

"  Even  to  the  surgeon  electro-metal-  been  treated ;  but  we  have  reason  to 

lurgy  seems  likely,  in  many  cases,  to  be  Relieve  that  this  will  be  the  case  no 

very  valuable ;  for  when  he  is  desirous  ,  j  ^i..     i_  i_ 

of  exerting  constant  pressure  on  any  ^^^^^^ '  ^^  *^"  change  has  come,  not 

pkirt,  or  of  confining  any  part  in  a  par-  from  the  increased  urgency  of  the  case, 

ticular  position,  he  can  make  a  copper  not    from   any  new  light  cast  upon 

instrument  exactly  to  suit  any  indivi-  ^he  difficulties  of  the  question,  either 

dual  case  that  may  occur,  by  first  takm?  v    ^v    .  i      -j.     •  \  i^  ^  \ 

a  cast  in  plaster  of  Paris,  or,  which  ^-ifl  ^^  ^^*«  J^""**^  ^^  '^  "^'^^^  ^^*»  ^^^^e 

be  more  simple,  bv  a  piece  of  gummed  condition  of  society  I  because  a  popular 

sheeting." — P.  116.  and  influential  periodical,  devoted  to 

We  may  conclude,  bv  recommending  general  literature    and    politics,    has 

Mr.  Smee's  book  to  all  who  wish  for  a  „  j^^x^j   ^u^  „„u:««*  :^*^  ;«.„  «.-.«« 

J.  1    ^  4.U       :      ^    fi  aanutted  the  subject  into  its  pafes, 

compendious  resume  of  the  science  of  *  .  ,_        .   j      i 

galvanism  in  geiieral,  as  well  as  an  ac-  and  has  presented  it  to  the  minds  of 

count  of  his  most  interesting  applica-  hundreds  who,  so  long  as  it  was  uiged 

tion  of  it  to  the  arts.  But,  to  be  candid,  ©n  them  only  by  those  who  were  imme- 

we  must  object  to  two  faults  which  it  ^^j^     interested  in  it,  would  have 

possesses:  one  IS,  that  it  IS  far  too  short;  ^        ^    -  .  i_  , 

the  other,  that  it  is  exorbitantly  dear,  turned  from   it  with  carelessness  or 

Half-a-guinea  is  rather  too  much  for  disdain. 

not  quite  150  octavo  pages !    But  we        Seeing,  therefore,  that  changes  must 
can  scaj:cely  attribute  this  fault  to  the  j^  ^  manifesUy  the  best  course 

author.    In  fact,  the  mystery  is  ex-  ^      A  i.i_^.-.         .i_- 

plained,  when  we  find  that  the  book  is  ^^^  ^^^«  ^*^o  ^""^  reflected  on  the 

published  by  a  chemist,  who  has  filled  subject  to  offer  at  once  such  sugges- 

more  than  a  third  of  it  with  gilt-ed^d  tions  as  may  best  be  suited  to  render 

advertisements  for  which  he   obtains,  those  changes  beneficial.     With  this 

no  doubt,  a  good  share  of  the  half-      .^„  „^  „,  „„  .-.^  ^ .^^  .     „«.*^«^ 

'      ^  view  we  snaJl  take  occasion  to  notice 
guinea.  .  _x  •      r  ^i.         •  * 
in    succession    certain  of  the   points 

^  which  seem  most  to  need  amendment, 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE .  and  especially  those  whioh,  in  the  bustle 

Friday,  January  7Q,\&il.  of    approaching   change,    are    likely 

to  escape  the  attention  of  the  more 

"  Licet  omnibot,  licet  etiun  mihi,  dignitfttein  active  and  less  reflecting.  Of  these  one 

pabUcnm  ait,  diceiuUpericiilam  non  wcuw."  ^^  "^«  ^^^  important  IS  the  question 

CicBRo.  of  apprenticeships;  that  is,  whethar  the 

"^^  great  majority  of  those  who  enter  the 

M£DICAL  REFORM. — THE  APPREN*  profession  should  be  compelled  to  un- 

TICESHIP  SYSTEM.  dergo  an  apprenticeship  before  they 

That  there  will  very  soon  be  legislation  commence  their  attendance  on  lectures 

in   medical   matters    cannot  now  be  and  hospital  practice.     We  have  often 

doubted.    The  article  in  the  Quarterly  expressed  our  opinion  in  the  negative ; 

will  already  have  attracted  to  them  and  the  excellent  writer  in  the  ClvaWerly 

more  attention   than  all  the  annual  coincides  with  us,  and,  we  believe,  with 
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ihe  large  majority  of  thbse  who  have  educated  oifourprofefigion  from  earning 
thought  unpartially  on  th^  subject  their  living  in  the  way  which  circom- 
However,  we  are  far  fromhoping  that  the  stances  may  render  most  convenient- 
system  of  apprenticeships  will  he  utterly  viz.  as  general  practitioners.  Thoseof  the 
abolished ;  and  it  is  for  the  fear  lest,  in  students  intended  for  physicians  or  pure 
the  speed  and  often  thoughtless  process  surgeons,  whose  health  foiinds  their  ns 
of  law-making  in  these  days,  the  total  siding  in  large  towns — those  whose  tar 
abolition  of  them  should  take  place,  lent  or  setf-confidence  fiills  just  short  of 
that  we  now  offer  some  remarks  on  them,    that  necessary  for  metropolitan  success 

It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  the    —those  whose  chief  connections  reside     j 
lai^-B  for  medical  practitioners  are  not    in  the  provinces — ^those  whose  means 
to  be  applied  to  a  homogeneous  multi-    ftiU  short  of  what  are  necessary  to  bear 
tude.    They  must  be  adapted  as  widely    up  againsttheabsenceof  practice  in  their 
as  any  laws  that  should  have  for  their    first  years'  residence  in  the  great  cities, 
object  the  direction  of  the  practice  of   — all  these,  and  many  more,  are  subject- 
the  whole  body  of  lawyers,  from  Parlia-    ed  to  great  inconvenience,  because  thrr 
mentary  pleaders  to  Insolvent  Debtors'    cannot  betake  themselves  to  the  sure 
Court  attomeysjwith  all  the  intermediate    profits  of  provincial  general  practice, 
grades  included.   In  neither  profession    in  consequence  of  not  having  been 
can  these  differences  be  obliterated ;    apprenticed  to  apothecaries.     Nor  are 
if  styles  and  titles  were  equalized  in    they  the  only  parties  injured :  the  pub- 
both  to-morrow,  there  would  be  the    lie  also  suffer  severely;  for  these  are 
same  difference's  of  practices  and  remu-    of  the  class  who  would,  by  tlieir  supe- 
nerations  the  next  day  *,  unless,  indeed,    nor  knowledge,  and  their  high  attam- 
all  distinctions  of  rich  and  poor  were   ments,  both  in  medicine  and  general 
destroyed  at  the  same  time,  in  which    learning,  tend  most  of  all  to  exalt  the 
cade  a  somewhat  longer  period. might    character  of  provincial  practitioners, 
be  necessary  to  bring  things  back  to  a    and  to  level  that  difference,  which,  on 
state  like  the  present.    But  back  they    the  whole,  now  exists  between  those  of 
would  come :  difierences  of  professional    large  cities  and  those  of  smaller  towns. 
Remuneration  (in  themselves  sufficient    So  severely  is  this  inconvenience  felt, 
to  lead  to  corresponding  differences  of   that  we  know  it  is  a  common  thing  fbr 
prbfessional  rank)  have  risen  from  the    one  intending  to  practise  as  a  physidaa 
gradual  progress  of  society ;  and  if  they    or  a  Surgeon  only,  quietly  t6  apprentice 
are  ever  obliterated,  it  will  only  be  in    himself  to  an  apothecary,  of  whom  he 
that  happy  time  when  all  will  be  per-    perhaps   afterwards  sees  nothing,  in 
fcotiOn.  order  that,  in  case  of  need,  he  may  not 

We  repeat,  therefore,  the  future  me-  be  prevented  from  obtaining  at  any 
dic&l  lawis  fnust  be  adapted  for  a  society  time  the  license  of  the  Apothecaries* 
Ixmiposed  df  many  kind6  of  members ;  Company.  And  the  Company  in  their 
and,  as  far  as  the  system  of  apprentices^  turn  wink  at  this,  satisfied,  as  many  of 
ships  is  concerned,  it  is  as  plain  that  it,  their  leaders  confess  themselves  to  be, 
Ot  something  equivalent  to  it,  must  of  the  mischief  of  a  compulsory  system 
exist,  as  it  is  that  it  has  hitherto  done  of  apprenticeship.  Now,  to  avoid  all 
great  mischief  by  being  toiade  almost  this — ^to  enable  any  one  who  can  obtain 
tmiversally  compulsory;  What  are  the  the  license,  after  a  competent  examina- 
chief  evils  of  the  system  of  apprentice-  tion,  to  practise  as  an  apothecary — ^to 
fehips  P  Let  us  answer  this  deliberately,  give  the  best  educated  members  of  the 
First,  it  prevents  many  of  the  best    profession  an  opportunity  of  carrying 


MEDICAL  REFOBM— THE  APFRfeSKnCESHlF  SYSTEM.  699 

onaprofitBUepncdceinthecKntstiT^^  aotiiDn^  theou^Qidiy  df  ptHctltlollei^y 

to  remove  the  deceit  and  folly  of  mode  the   standenrd   of  general   knowledge 

indentures,  let  the  serving  of  an  appien-  ^onid  foe  the  highest  possible  under 

ticeship  cease  to  be  compulsorj.  the  drenmstances,  we  say  again»  let  the 

The  second  great  evil  of  apprentice-  apprenticeship  be  no  longer  compulsory 

ships  is,  that  it  compels  students  to  on  those  who  would  become  apotheca- 

enter  the  profession  at  too  early  an  age.  ties  or  general  practitionan. 

With  the  majority,  three  or  four  yeans  We  might  add  others  to  these,  the 

.must  be  spent  in  dispensing  in  the  most  palpable  evils  of  the  system ;  but 

surgery {   then  come  the  three  years  kt  these  suffices  they  prove  that  it 

more  of  attendance  in  hospitals;  and  often  presents  an  obstacle  to  the  en- 

thus,  on  an  average,  the  whole  time  of  trance  of  gentlemen  into  a  branch  of 

medical  study  occupies  not  less  than  the  profession,  on  which  their  associa- 

seven  years.    Now,  with  most  fathers,  tion  would  confer  honour,  and  in  which 

it  is  an  object  that  their  sons  should  tlieir  practice  would  be  advantageous 

begin  to  earn  their  own  bread  by  the  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  publie. 

time  they  are  22 ;  and  for  this  purpose  But  is  the  system  so  bad  that  it  is  in- 

they  must  be  taken  too  early  from  the  variably  productive  of  harm  P      Far 

acquirement  of  general  knowledge,  and  fiom  it ;  it  is  in  many  cases  necessary, 

from  the  studies  by  which  their  mind  and  in  some  beneficial. 

is  disciplined,  and  ought  to  attain  the  The  system  of   apprenticeshipB   is 

vigour  so  necessary  for  the  study  of  a  necessary  for  the  supply  of  assistants 

more  difficult  science.    They  must  be  to  those  who  are  in  extensive  practice. 

taken  from  these  at  the  callow  age  of  It  is  impossible  for  such  an  apothecary 

fifteen,  and  put  into  a  profession  for  to  disuse  his  own  medicines,  or,  in 

the  right  study  of  which  they  are  com-  some  cases,  even  to  see  all  his  own 

monly  by  no  means  comi)etent.    For  &  paints.     What,  then,  can  be  betted 

well-disciplined  mind,  seven  years'  study  than  that  he  should  have  his  pupils,  his 

is  more  than  enough  to  make  its  pos-  apprentices,  to  perform  these  minor 

sessor  fit  to  commence  the  practice  of  offices  for  hlth  ?    It  may  be  said  tiitit 

his  profession ;    four  years  would  be  he  must  ke^  pidd  asflfistants ;  we  can 

sufficient  if  the  best  opportunities  were  enly  answer,  ask  an  assistant  whethet 

taken  J    five  would  be  ample.     How  he  fiads  his  occupation  b6  agreeable 

much  better,  then,  would  it  be  for  young  that  he  would  wish  the  number  of  his 

men  to  commence  their  hospital  studies  elass    increased.      The  system   that 

with  the  vigour  of  mind  that  may  be  wouM  mftke  the  empldyment  of  assis- 

acquired  in  a  long-continued  education  tantd  Compidsory  (and  this  would  of 

—to  begin  them  when  they  have  some  necessity  be  the   early  effect  of  the 

knowledge  how   to  distingui^    f^ts  abolition  of  apptenticeships)  would  be 

from  fallacies :  in  short,  when  Ihey  have  worse  and  more  full  of  hardship  than 

learned  how  to  observe  and  to  reflect  the  present 

for  themselves.  And  again,  the  serving  of  appren- 

To  avoid  this    evil,   which  affects  ticeships  is  beneficial  in  many  cases  in 

even  a  more    numerous    class    than  which,  but  for  them,  he  who  shonld 

the  preceding,  and  is  therefore  still  be  a  student  would  be  receiving  no 

more  injurious  than  it  to  the  public  education  at  all,  or  one  of  an  inferior 

interest—to    avoid   the    bringing   of  kind.    It  cannot  be  doubted  that  tm- 

pupils  into  the  profession  before  they  less,  from  the  age  of  iHteeti  to  that  of 

have  learned  to  learn,  and  io  insure  that,  seventeen  or  eighteen,  a  lad  is  sent  i6 
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a  good  school,  where  he  may  gain  occupied  in  the  puranit  of  medical  kB04-l 

sound  knowledge  and  have  his  mind  ledge,  under  the  hest  possible 

healthily  strengthened,  he  had  better  stances — a  well-directed  attendance 

be  learning  those  parts  of.  his  future  lectures  and  hospital  practice,  dissecting 

profession  which  he  can  acquire  in  his  dressing,  clinical  study,  and  m  on.  Bet 

master's    surgery.      Now    there    are  he  prefers  commencing  earlier,  theo  )A 

hundreds  in  this  case,  whose  fathers  a  number  of  years,  spent  as  an  apprt^- 

are  not  rich  enough  or  wise  enough  to  tice,  count  at  a  somewhat  lower  nOi 

send  them  to  a  first-rate  school,  or  who  let  each  year  be  deemed  equivalent  toft 

are  themselves  anxious  (sometimes  for  certain  portion  of  attendance  on  lectirs 

good  reasons)  to  be  early  commencing  and  hospital  practice,,  and  let  a  ebonflf 

the  real  work  of  their* lives — to  whom  time  of  actual  attendance  on  thewi* 

an  apprenticeship  presents    the  best  deemed  sufficient.     To  do  other*^ 

possible  advantages:  for  let  it  not  be  will  be  to  shut  out  of  the  ynoUf^^^ 

thought  that  apprentices  learn  nothing,  considerable  number  of  its  most  usd* 

It  may  be  true  that  they  do  not  acquire  members,  for  the  performance  of  iboff 

such  an  amount  of  knowledge  as  the  services  the  public  will  resort  to  dr* 

occupation  of  three  or  four  years  ought  gists,  and  the  rest  of  the  tribe  wh* 

to  have  brought  them  j  but  still  we  already  feed  on  the  abundant  source* 

know  many  very  excellent  practitioners  of  profit  that  members  of  the  profesflfl^ 

who  will  confess  that  they  learnt  much  are  apt  to  treat  with  contempt 

more  of  real  practical   medicine  and  ^^^^^  ^^  —  hq^shIP. 

surgery  m  their  apprenticeships  than  ,  ; 

ever  they  did   amid  the  bustle    and  ^^  ^^P^^^  ^  announce  the  deatn 

hurry  of  lectures  and  dissections,  and  M^'  Howship,  which  took  place  on  ic 

the  unprofitable   excitement   of   rare  22d  inst.,  in  consequence  of  diseJtfc 

cases   and     great    operations.      And  ^^^  ^^^^^  followed  by  abscess.    \ 

many  are  the  young  physicians  and  deceased   enjoyed  rather  m^  extena 

surgeons  who  would  give  half  (their  P^etice,  and  was  one  of  the  Councu 

fees,    we  were    going    to    say,     but  ^^«  College  of  Sui^geons. 

we  will  call  them  rather)  their  hopes  ^^  *^®  ^^7^  ^^  ^^^  ^'^^  f. 

of  practice,  to  possess  the  familiarity  Wakley  comes  next  in  the  list  ^ 

with  the   private  sick-room,  and  the  ^"^  "^^^^  J'^*  ^^^^y  the  honoora^ 

faciUty    of    planning  and    executing  ^'^'    ^^^  Finsbuiy   walking  in,  ^ 

mie    things,    which    the    apprentice  taking  his  seat,  as  their  new  coUeag^ 

never  fails  to  acquire.    He  learns,  in  ^^^«  *^«  V^^^^^   members  ol  ^ 

a  word,  much  of  the  every-day  work  C^^^jl  <>^  ^^^  ^""V^  ^^^^S^  ""^  ^ 

of  the  private  practitioner :   the  hos-  E^^^^  •                                              m| 

pital  student  too  often  learns  only  the  ^®  presume  that  Mr.  Amott  ^ 

wonders  and  rarities  of  the  art.  be  the  new  member. ^^^^ 

While,  therefore,  there    are    these  ^asES  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM 

benefits  connected  with  the  appren-  . 

ticeship  system,  it  would  be  absurd  and  Case  I.— Henry  Williams,  aged  ^^\ 

injurious  to  put  utterly  an  end  to  it^  ^^^  ^ITou^l.'^^^^T*^ 

to  make   the    time    occupied    m  the  Cunningham,  of  Kirkcaldy,  to  have  tb^  ^ 

service  of  it  count  as  nothing.     If  a  moral  artery  tied  for  popliteal  •n*"'^ 

Student  does  not  enter  the  profession  ^h^  ^'""""^  occupied  Uie  hollow  of  Ac^ 

^.,,  ,     .      .  ,            ,  ,  -                 .   X   J  — It  was  circumscnbed  m  form— anfl»  'fT 

tiU  he  IS  eighteen,  let  four  years'  study  the  distinctness  of  its  pulsation,  aeemfd  » 

suffice  for  him,  and  let  all  this  time  be  contain  little  coagnlum.    The 
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tention  had  beea  fint  directed  to  the  com-  and  the  drcmxiitanoes  consequently  uoh,^ 
plaint  about  two  months  before,  by  an  uneasy  vourable  for  coa^ation.    The  second  case 
feeling  of  stiffness  in  the  part,  after  a  parti-  warn  very  similar  to  it,  and  I  delayed  the 
cularly  seyere  day's  work.  operation  for  a  fortnight,  to  afford  the  chance 
He  was  confined  to  bed,  and  ordered  a  of  recovery  without  its  performance,  which 
laxative  to  prepare  him  for  the  operation,  might  be  derived  from  perfect  rest  and  the 
N^ext   day,  the  pulsation  had  become  ex-  pressure   of  a    bandage.     The   third    case 
tremely  obscure,  and  though  it  slightly  re-  seemed  rather  unfavourable,  from  the  large 
turned  the  following  day,  at  the  end  of  two  size  and  sudden  extension  of  the  swelling : 
days  more  it  could  not  be  perceived  at  all.  and    the    recovery  was    accordingly  much 
The  articular  arteries  were  then  felt  much  slower   than    usual,  though   ultimately  ef- 
enlaiged,  and  the  tumor  quickly  diminished  fected.     It  has  been  a  question,  whether  an 
in  size,  while  it  increased  in  firmness,  until  early  or  advanced  stage  of  the  disease  is 
merely  a  small  knot  the  size  of  an  olive  more  favourable  for  success, — the  undilated 
remained.     He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  state  of  the  anastomosing  vessels  being  con- 
desire  on  the  31st  of  May.  sidered  adverse  in  the  former,  and  the  quan- 
Casb  II. — ^William  Sinclair,  aged  twenty-  tity  of  extravasated  blood  an  obstacle  in  the 
six,  was  admitted  on  the  20th  of  November,  latter.     From  all  that  has  fallen  within  my 
1839,  on  account  of  a  pulsating  tumor  in  own  observation,  I  should  have  no  hesita- 
the  popliteal  space  of  his  left  1^.     It  was  tion  in  preferring  to  operate  at  an  early 
about  the  size  of  an  egg,  and  distinctly  cir-  period,  having  never  witnessed  in  my  own 
cumscribed.       The  patient  stated  he  had  practice  the  slightest  unpleasant  symptom 
first  remarked  tiie  swelling  and  beating  in  of  defective  circulation,  however  small  and 
the  month  of  August,  while  serving  as  car-  recent  the  tumor  might  be. 
penter  on  board  a  whale-ship  in  &  North  Of  all  the  operations  performed  for  aneu- 
Seas.  rism,  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery  is,  I  be« 
The  femoral  artery  was  tied  on  the  3d  of  lieve,  justly  regarded  the  easiest,  either  on 
December.    The  ligature  separated  on  the  the  dead  subject  or  on  the  living  body,  and 
28th,  and  the  patient  was  dismissed  quite  yet  the  bad  consequences  which  attend  it  ars 
well  on  the  9th  of  January.  distinguished  by  their  severity  as  weU  as  fre- 
Case  III. — John  Lockie,   aged  twenty-  quency.     For  my  own  part  I  have  beoi  for- 
nine,  a  shopkeeper  in  Edinburgh,  was  ad-  tunate,  having  tied  the  vessel  seven    times 
mittedon  the  17  th  of  April,  1840,  on  account  for  aneurism  with  success.     But  within  the 
of   a  large  pulsating  tumor  occupying  the  period  of  doing  so,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
ham  and  calf  of  the  right  leg.     There  was  case  that  has  terminated  favourably  in  thia 
considerable  oedematous  swelling  of  the  limb  city,  while  I  have  either  seen  or  heard  of 
from  the  knee  downwards,  and  over  the  four  that  ended  badly,  viz.  one  by  infiamma- 
afain-bone    there  were  some  dark-coloured  tion  of  the  vein,  one  by  mortification,  one 
spots,   which  had  been  produced  by  the  by  hemorrhage,  and  one  .by  amputation.     It 
pressure  of  a  carefully  applied  flannel  band-  is  usual  to  attribute  untoward  occurrences  to 
age,  thus  denoting  a  great  degree  of  weak-  some  peculiarity  in  the  constitution  of  the 
ness  in  the  part.     The  patient  stated,  that,  part  or  patient ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
about  a  month  before  admission,  while  walk-  that  varieties  of  this  kind  may  have  some 
ing  down  to  Leith,  he  had  strained  the  knee,  influence  over  the  result.     But  I  feel  quite 
and,  in   consequence,  almost    immediately  sure  that  attention  to  some  minute  points  in 
afterwards  perceived  a  beating   tumor   in  performing  the  operation  has  a  much  larger 
the  ham.  share  in  determining   whether  it  shall  be 

The  artery  wa^  tied  on  the  30th  of  April,  favourable  or  unfavourable, 

and  though  no  unpleasant  symptom  followed,  It  is  established  that  the  great  sources  of 

the  swelling  was  slow  in  undergoing  absorp-  danger  from  the  ligature  of  large  arteries, 

tion ;  BO  that  when  he  was  dismissed,  on  the  are,  undue  laceration  and  separation  of  the 

3d  of  Jane,  there  still  remained  some  en-  connectionsof  the  vessel,  whence  hemorrhage 

largement  of  the  limb.      He  nevertheless  is  apt  to  ensue ;  and  injury  to  the  coats  of 

was  able  to  resume  his  employment,  and  the  veins,  which  is  apt  to  occasion  inflam- 

prrform   a  full  share  of  active  duty ;  but  mation,    and    an    obstructing  coagulation, 

about  a  fortnight  ago  observed  a  swelling  in  caasing  mortification  of  the  limb.   The  sub- 

the  calf  of  the  leg,  which  has  since  opened  clavian  artery,  when  tied  at  the  external  edge 

.  spontaneously,  and  discharged  a  large  quan-  of  the  tcalenuty  lies  at  some  distance  firom 

titj  of  matter,  mixed  with  coagulated  blood,  the  vein,  and  neither  the  carotid  nor  the  ex- 

— no  doabt  the  remains  of  the  extensive  temal  iliac  artery  adheres  so  intimately  to 

effanon  which  existed  previously  to  the  liga-  its  accompanying  venous  trunk  as  to  render  it 

ture  of  the  vessel.  at  all  difficult  or  dangerous  to  pass  the  needle. 

The  first  of  these  cases  is  curious,  from  But  the  femoral  artery  has  a  closer  connec- 

the  spontaneous  cure  occurring  while  the  tion  with  the  vein,  and  though  it  is  felt  by 

aneurism  was  still  small  and  circumscribed,  the  operator's  finger,  after  the  fascia  has  been 
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opened,  round  and  Astinot,  and  as  if  Sbsq.  pulled  about,  and  she  lay  qnite  smieirfi 

lated  front  the  sarroonding  parts,  except  by  The  antlior  being  immediatdy  sent  for,  fcnoi 

the  loosest  connections,  any  attempt  to  pass  her  with  her  eyes  staring  wildly,  vBeonsdae* 

the    Ugatare,    without    fdrther    dissection,  insensible,  and  speechless ;    her  pabe  w 

either  proves  abortiTe,  or  if  ezecated  by  suppressed,  scarcely  perceptible,  and  ns^ : 

force,   exposes  the  patient  to  the  greatest  her  respiration  short  and  qvidc,  freqn»^ 

dsnger.  I  have  seen  a  gush  of  dark-coloured  interrupted  by  sighing^,  and  her  face  f»^ 

blood  proclaim  transfixion  of  tiie  vein;  I  The  precordial  region  was  distendrd  and  ren 

haTe  seen  on  dissection  a  portion  of  this  tense.   An  emetic,  containing  one  eighth  of  ^ 

vessel  included  in  the  ligature;  and  I  have  drachm  of  vinum  antimonii,  and  one  6^^-^ 

also  seen  the  external  coat  alone  graaed,  as  it  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic,  was  immediate 

were,  by  the  needle,  but  nevertheless  excited  given,  and  was  repeated  erery  five  miniits: 

to  fatal  inflammation.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  but  after  several  doses,  produced  noeAvt 

this  danger  be  avoided  by  using  blunt  instru-  Tliree  powders  were  then  given  at  iatem^ 

ments,  or  the  finger,  to  detach  the  artery  often  minutes,  each  of  winch  oonUin^  * 

from  its  connections,  the  patient  is  exposed  grain  of  tartar  emetic,   and  six  givof  " 

to  the  hardly  less  disastrous  consequence  of  ipecacuan  ;  but  the^e  excited  only  re^hipc 

hemorrhage,  through  ulceration  or  sloughing  Vomiting  was  at  last  brought  on  by  tick!^ 

of  the  vessel.  the  pharynx  with  a  feather.      The  »«^ 

To  tie  the  femoral  artery  safely,  the  sur-  discharged  consisted    of    a  huge  ^'^'ff 

geon  should  be  impressed  with  the  conviotion  tough  half*digested  plnms,  witii  some  t(3^^ 

that  the  operation  is  one  not  of  difficulty,  fluid.     The  severest   convulsions  nam  ^ 

but  of  great  nicety.    He  should  make  an  in-  sued,  especially  on  the  right  side  of  ^^f^ 

cision  l^tween  two  and  a  half  and  three  inches  The  eyes  rolled  irregularly  and  coovuW'^ 

long  in  the  proper  situation,  cut  through  the  in  their  orbits;  the  mouth  was  drawDorerb> 

fascia  to  a  smaller  extent,  and  expose  the  right  side,   and  watery  froth  kept  nu^ 

sheath  of  the  vessels.     So  fhr  he  can  hardly  from  it ;  the  ri^t  arm  and  foot  were  set  u>^ 

go  wrong ;  but  then,  instead  of  hastening  to  a  constant  swinging  motion  ;  the  (t^  ^ 

pass  his  needle,  he  should,  by  ligature,  or  earthy,   the  glance  obHqa  ^   and  tlie  d^ 

the  temporary  application  of  spring  forceps,  pointed ;  in  short,  tiiere  were  all  the  ap^ 

close  every  little  vessel  that  discharges  enough  anoes  of  closely  impending   deatii.    ^ 

of  blood  to  obscure  distinct  vision  of  the  strong  coffee  and  wine  and  water,  were  p^ 

object  he  has  in  view.     Let  him  now  seise  but  the  convulsions  still  continued.    A  "^ 

the  sheath  with  dissectmg  forceps,  and  gently  ture  of  equal  parts  of  castor  oil  and  «hoj^ 

raising  it,  make  a  small  opening  by  means  of  oil  was  next  prescribed,  and  a  spoonnil  o>  ■ 

a  straight  narrow  riiarp-pointed  kniiie.    Hie  was  given  every  ten  minutes  ;  dysters*  c^* 

odlttlar  and  fatty  subatanoes  whii^  envelop  taining  oil,  vinegar,  and  salt,  were  «I*f|^' 

tlie  vessels  in  variable  quantity  are  next  to  ministered.      Soon  after  the  second  o^^^ 

be  elevated  and  divided  in  successive  por-  borborygmi  commenced,  and  were  P*^^^^ 

tions,  until  the  extemsl  coat  of  the  artery  followed  by  the  discharge  of  an  '"j^^ 

appean  quite  distinct  and  white f  when  the  mass  of  half-digested    plums,    wbicn 

needle  may  be  passed  without  the  slightest  again  repeated  for  several  times.     'H'^^ 

difliculty  or  danger.     I  am  quite  aware  that  not  long  after  came  to  herself  *8^'  ^ 

instructions  to  the  same  effect  are  contained  though  weak  was  still  free  from  ^^^^'^'^J^. 

in  the  common  books  of  surgery ;  but  be-  slept  well  during  the  night,  and  next  ibJ^ 

lieving,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  that  ing,  with  the  exception  of  dnlness  «d°.^ 

BuflicieBt  attention  in  practice  ia  not  be-  peated  diarrhoea,  was  well  and  in  goo^  ^7 

atowedonthe  point  concerned,  I  think  it  — MedicifMche  Zeitung,  and  Brit' ^'' 

right  thus  seriously,  and  diffusely  as  it  may  Med,  Rev, 

seem,  to  repeat  and  enforce  these  directions. --^' 

— Prof.  Syme,  in  the  Sdin,  Monthly  Joumai  .«xic  rS 

<^Med,  Science.  THE  EPIDEMIC  AT  ATHENS  1^ 

—  THE  SUMMER  OP  1835. 

EFFECTS  OP  OVER-EATING.  ^t  Dm.  Rothlacf. 

By  Da.  Rirrxa.  

For  the  foUowing  account  of  this  little  ^ 

A  GIRL,  three  years  old,  went  with  her  father  printed  at  the  Royal  Press  at  Athens  lo  ^' 

to  gather  plums  ;  as  they  fell  from  the  trees  we  are  indebted  to  our  HamborKh  cod  ^^^ 

ahe  kept  eating  an  enormous  quantity  of  them,  porary,  the  Zeittchri/t  fur  die  9^*^ 

and  then,  feeling  very  thiiity,  drank  cold  Medicin: —                                     v-nktb« 

water  from  a  spring  close  by.     Soon  after  Soon  after  the  appearance  of  tlds  °^\Ayt 

returning  home,  having  aeemed  previously  author  went  to  a  better  world.    ^^^\L, 

Suite  wm,  ahe  suddenly  feU  down  as  if  struck  column  was  erected  to  his  memory  ftt^^^' 

ead  by  lightning ;  her  eyes  were  convulsively  with  the  following  inscription—"  His  v^^^ 
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and  fellow-citizens  to  Rothlaqf,  the  Bavarian  The  epidemic  eoosiBted  of  aa  abdominal, 

physician,  who  died  at  Poros,  a  victim  to  hia  gangUo-spinal  typhuB. 
philanthropy  during  the  plague  in  1837."  Of  412  deaths,  401  were  fomgaers,  and 

At  the  end  of  June,  when  the  sea-breezes  only  11  Greeks.     Men  were  the  chief  suf- 

ceased,  the  inflammatory  character  of  dis-  ferers — the  poor,  and  the  troops  encamped 

eases  changed  to  a  bilio-nerrous  one ;  wounds  in  the  olive-wood,  close  to  marshes  :  in  the 

became  erysipelatous ;    dysenteries  and  hi-  town  the  part  which  suffered  was  the  one 

lious  fevers  became  nervous.     On  the  25th  opposite  this  wood.     As  the  town  did  not 

of  June,   and  the  following  days,   several  suffer  till  fourteen  or  eighteen  days  later, 

persons  died,  in  spite  of  9^1  remedies,  with  when  the  epidemic  waa  mingled  with  inter- 

an  inexplicable  extinction  of  the  vital  powers,  mittents,  the  picture  of  the  disease  in  the 

The  spinal  maiTOw  and  the  abdominal  nerves  town  becomes  obscure.     The  etiology  of  the 

seemed  to  suffer,  and  to  be  the  cause  of  an  fever,  as  given  by  the  author,  reaches  from 

abdominal  typhus.     The  phenomena  of  the  the  stars  to  the  graves  of  the  dead,  and  is  a 

three   stages  of  the  disease  were  those  of  sensible  enumeration  of  the  exciting  causes 

typhut  gravis;    but  it  was  often  compU-  of  epidemics.     His  treatment  is  rich  in  re- 

cated — 1st,  with  intermittent  fever,  which  medics,  but  poor  in  efficacious  ones.     In 

made  the  diagnosis  difficult ;  2d,  with  real  conclusion,  the  author  is  of  opinion,  that  by 

inflammations.     In  August  the  intermittent  draining  the  marsh  in  the  olive  wood,  by 

type  predominated,  and  at  a  later  period  the  building  wholesome  houses  on  the  ruins   (so 

epidemic  concluded  with  intermittents.    Dr.  that  pernicious  excavations  might  be  checked, 

Rothlauf  rejects  the  opinions  jthat  this  epi-  as  weU  as  the  unhealthiness  of  the  town),  by 

demic  was  merely  an  intense  ague,  or  that  it  restoring    aqueducts,   and    supervising   the 

originated    in    inflammation,   or    in    bilio-  state  of  provisions  by  laying  out  plantations, 

nervous  fever.     We  should  be  glad,  says  the  and  rooting  out  poisonous  plants,  and  by 

German  reviewer,  if  he  were  right ;  and  if  founding  better  hospitals,  &c. ,  a  similar  epi- 

inflammation,   typhus,   and   ague,  did    not  demic  need  not  again  be  chreaded. 

occur  together  in  marsh  fevers  or  typhus  ' .__ 

'"'■5^,m,«o«.-Twenty-fiyc  in  .  hundred  BIRMINGHAM  SCHOOL  OF 

died,  many  of  them  from  mistakes  in  diet  MEDICINE. 

during    convalescence,      particularly   when  -_^ 

there  was  ague  with  some  complication.    As 

in  all  nervous  fevers,  crises  were  rare,  and         ^  '**  ^^'^^  ^  *^  ^'^•««'  ^«*««*- 

resolution  ordinarily  took  place.      In   the  gm 

third  stage,   when  the  patient  was  already  ^^^^      ;  ^^j.      ^  ^^  gchool  of  Medi- 

looking  like  a  corpse  his  Ufe  was  sometimes  ^^  ^^  .^^^^  ^  ^^^  foUowing  para. 

saved  by  sweats,  stools,  and  swellings  of  the  ---«i|  _.?  j,n  gj^ 

parotid  glands,  which  it  was  always  necessary  ^^^  '  y'^^  obedient  servant. 

to  bring  to  speedy  suppuration.    The  com-  William  Sands  Cox. 

mon  sequelae  were  weakness  of  the  chest, 

hydrops  pericardii^  phthisis  intestinorum,        Birmingham  Royal  School  of  Mbdi- 

amaurosis,  and  purulent  otorrhoea.     After  cinb  and  Surgery  and  Qubbn's  Hos- 

the  fever  all  the  cavities  were  inclined  to  prrAL.— The  very  generous  and  philanthro- 

dropsy.      Death  generally  proceeded  from  pic  divine,  the   Rev.  Dr.  Wameford,  has 

below  upwards,  and  consciousness  was  free  presented,   through   the    medium    of   Mr. 

to  the  last,  except  when  a  rapid  paralysis  of  Sands  Cox,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds, 

the  abdominal  nerves  was  produced  by  acute  in  addition  to  his  two  former  donations  of 

hydrorachitis,  and  caused  apoplexy.     Some  one  thousand  pounds  each,  to  enable  the 

died  asphyxiated,  from  spasm  of  the  chest,  Council  of  the  Royal  School  of  Medidne  and 

in  the  first  or  second  stage  of  the  fever.  Queen's  Hospital  to  carry  out  the  object  he 

Disseciiw. — ^Besides  the  characteristics  of  has  so  much  at  heart,  viz.  '*to  combine 

putridity,  which  were  very  complicated,  the  religious  with  scientific  studies  and  pursuits, 

nervous  sheaths  were  of  an  almost  inflamma-  and  to  make  medical  and  surgical  students 

tory  redness,  the  nerves  softened,  the  ganglia  good  Chiistians  as  well  as  able  practitioners 

oedematous,  the  membranes  of   the  spinal  in  medicine  and  surgery."  The  Royal  School 

marrow  dropsical,  and  the  periosteom  showed  of  Medicine  has  also  to  acknowledge  firom 

injected  spots.     Probably  the  marrow  had  the  same  generous  patron,  in  addition  to  the 

suffered  also.  valuable  works  presented  by  him  to  their 

The  author  does  not  consider  infection  the  library  on  subjects  connected  with  natural 

obvious  cause.     Peculiar  states  of  the  wea-  and  revealed  religion,  and  selected  by  the 

ther  had  destroyed  the  vegeUtive  life  of  the  Reverend  Vaughan  Thomas,  a  sum  to  be 

nerves;  reaction  was  prostrate,  and  there  devoted  to  the  execution  of  a  die  for  two 

were  mere  commencements  of  inflammation,  gold  medals,  as  the  annual  prises  instituted 

congeBtioDs  which  floon  ended  ia  dropfiet.  byhim  for  the  two  beet  essays  **  onasubject 
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)  be  taken  oat  of  any  branch  of  Anatomical, 
hysiologica],  or  FaUiological  Science,  to  be 
'eated  of  in  a  practicid  and  professional 
lanner,  bat  always  and  especially  with  a 
lew  to  exemplify  or  set  forth,  by  instance 
r  example,  the  wisdom,  power,  and  g^od- 
esB,  of  God,  as  revealed  and  dedafed  in 
[oly  Writ." 

NAVAL  ASSISTANT  SURGEONS. 
(FVifm  a  Correspandent,) 


'he  Naval  and  Military  Commission  has 
mitted  to  make,  among  others,  the  following 
nprovements  in  the  condition  of.  naval 
ssistant  surgeons. 

The  Assistant  Surgeon  has  not  a  cabin ; 
lit  has  to  sleep  and  dress  among  a  number 
f  others,  instead  of  having  a  private  room, 
)  one  of  his  station  and  age  ought  to  have. 

For  the  purpose  of  study  there  is  no  place 
ccept  the  mess-room,  which  is  always  full 
f  noise  from  the  boys  with  whom  he  is 
>mpelled  to  mess,  instead  of  messing  with 
le  lieutenants  and  surgeon  as  he  ought  to  do. 

Captains  and  lieutenants  are  styled  **  com- 
lissioned"  officers,  while  assistant  surgeons 
re  degradingly  denominated  ''warrant" 
fficers. 

These,  and  o'ther  grievances,  lessen  the  re- 

)ectability  of  the  whole  medical  profession, 

id  are  felt  to   be  unjust,  insulting,  and 

.'grading,  by  the  four  or  five  hundred  mem- 

3rs  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  who  are  in 

te  situation  of 

A  Naval  Assistant  Suroeok. 
December  1840. 

COPLAND'S  DICTIONARY. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

s  many  of  your  subscribers  and  correspon- 

tnts  have  complained  frequently  of   the 

ngdelayin  continuing  the  publication  of  Dr. 

:>pland's  Dictionary,  we  shall  esteem  it  a 

vour  if  you  will  insert  in  the  Medical 

A.ZETTK  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which 

i  have  just  received  from  Dr.  Copland  on 

e  subject. — We  are,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Longman  &  Co. 
S9,  Paternoster  'Ron, 
Jan.  21, 1841. 


and  shall  have  the  Seventh  Part  oat  in  a 
very  few  weeks.  A  large  portion  of  the 
remaining  Parts  is  already  written,  so  that  I 
anticipate  an  early  completion  of  tlie  work — 
a  consummation  as  earnestly  desired  by  me 
as  by  yourselves. 

Yours  very  truly, 

James  Copland. 
6,  Old  BorliDgton  Street, 
Jan.  18, 1841. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  16th  January,  1841. 

SmallPox  56 

Measles   ao 

Scarlatina   17 

Hooping  Cough 49 

Croup 6 

Thrush     7 

Dtarrhopa    *• 5 

Dysentery  s 

Cholera    o 

1  nfluenza 3 

Typhus    36 

Erysipelas  7 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  .Senses . .  164 
Diseases  of  the  Luugs,  and  other  Organs  c^ 

Respiration    497 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  n 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    69 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 7 

Oiildbed ]0 

Ovarian  Dropsy    o 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 3 

Rheumatism i 

Diseases  of  Joints,  Stc 4 

Ulcer   3 

Fistula 3 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c i 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 196 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay ill 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      SI 

Causes  not  specified    3 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 1260 
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Kept  at  EiiiiOKTov  .Latitude  51^37  32    iV. 
Longitude  0^  3  51"  W.  0/ Greenwich. 


To  Messrs.  Longman  8f  Co. 

Dear  Sirs, 
The  chief  causes  of  my  delay  in  bringing 
t  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Parts  of  my 
ictionary  have  been  the  revising  and  re- 
inting  the  Parts  already  published,  and 
s  serious  interruptions  arising  out  of  my 
noval  to  a  new  residence ;  the  lease  of  my 
*mer  house  having  ocpired. 
I  am  now  constantly  engaged  on  the  work, 


Jan.  1841. 
Wednesday  20 
Thursday  .  21 
Friday  .  .  22 
Saturday  .  2S 
Sunday  .  .  34 
Monday.  .  35 
Tuesday    .  28 


THEaMOMBTBR 

from  26  to  37 


21 
34 
31 
30 
25 
80 


35 
41 
40 
37 
37 
47 


BAROMkTBR. 

29-97  to  30*09 
SU-25       30.^3 


30*28 
29*96 
2974 
SU'!9 
29*94 


30*<^ 
3003 
29-96 
30-04 
SUt. 


Winds,  N.W.  and  S.W. 

On  the  20th,  afternoon  clear,  otherwise  cloudy ; 
a  little  snow  fell  during  the  rooming.  The  21  st, 
clear.  The  22nd,  morning  clear,  otherwise  over- 
cast. The  33rd,  evening-  haxy.  otherwise  clear. 
The  34th,  generally  clear;  snow  and  aleet  fell 
daring  the  morning ;  wind  very  boisterous  during 
the  evening.  The25th,  clear.  The  26th,  afternoon 
clear,  otherwise  cloudy. 

Ram  fallen,  *1  of  an  inch. 

Charlbs  Henry  Adams. 
WiLsoK  ft  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street.  London. 
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LECTURES  lag  as  the  mflammatton  of  the  iris  is  acute 

ON  THB  -  '  c^d  violent,  or  moderate  and  chronic.     The 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OP  objert  of  tto  remedy  is  to  im«it  the  effu»ian 

»  M.^M.x^'^KM.  Au^^  M.M.  a,^M.M.^M^    vT*  ^£  coaguUble  lyiuph ;  to  put  a  stop  to  the 

PHYSIC,  adhesive  inflammation. 

Delivered  at  King*a  College,  London,  ^  ^'  *"*«  application  of  the  extract  of  bella. 

aonna,  to  the  conjunctiva  or  to  the  skin 

Br  Dr.  Watson.  around  the  eye,  so  as  to  dilate  the  pupil. 

The  objects  of  this  measure  are  to  prevent 

Lbctdui  XX.  ^^  adhesion  of  the  .iris  to  the  parts  in  its 

MfSm  «M.«i»^^      OA«»«.A#i-i.  A«AM/i/M«'i>  neighbourhood;  to  detach  it  from  the  lens 

Mite  concluded.    RAeunUthe  ophthainua.  ^^^  .^  j^  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

Ammtrone.  ^^  \jmph ;  and  to  stretch  and  elongate  the 

The  principal  theme  of  the  last  lecture  was  bands  of   adhesion  when   they  cannot  be 

that  most  interesting  disease,  inflammation  broken :   and  thus  to  obviate  any  impair- 

of  the  iris.  ment  of  the  free  movements  of  the  iris,  and 

The   symptoms   of    iritis    are  these  :    a  any  deformity  of  the  pupil,  after  the  inflam- 

radiating  zone  of  vascular  redness  situated  motion  shall  have  ceased, 
in  the  sclerotica,  and  surrounding  the  cor-         I  began  to  speak  of  the  causes  of  iritis, 
nea  ;  a  change  in  the  colour  of  the  iris,  from        I  say  it  may  be  occasioned  by  mechanical 

grey  or  blue  tp  a  yellow  or  greenish  tint,  from  injury ;  as  during  the  operation  for  the  ex* 

brown  or  hazel  to  a  dusky  reddish  hue ;  a  traction  of  a  cataract.     A  clean  cut,  however, 

visible  deposit  of  lymph  upon  the  anterior  is  frequently  followed  by  no  bad  consequences; 

and  innermost  portion  of  the  iris ;  a  thioien-  a  portion  of  the  iris  has  been  shaved  off  by 

ing  of  its  free  edge ;  contraction,  irregularity,  the  knife  in  making  the  section  of  the  cornea, 

and  immobility  of  the  pupil ;  cloture  of  the  without  any  injurious  result.    When  iritis 

pupil  by  lymph  ;  adhesion  of  the  uvea  to  the  is  excited    by    mechanical  violence,  it  is 

membrane  of  the  crystalline  lens.     All  these  acute. 

we  can  see  and  ascertain  for  ourselves.     We        2dly.  A  chronic  form  of  iritis  is  sometimes 

can  ascertain  also  the  presence  of   fever,  brought  on  by  excessive  employment  of  the 

which  attends  the  acute  forms  of  the  disease,  eye,  in  looking  at  minute  or  bright  objects. 
And  we  learn  from  the  testimony  of  our  pa-         3dly.   The  most  common  species  of  iritis 

tient  that  his  sight  is  impaired ;   that  the  is  that  which  arises  in  connexion  with  syphi- 

influx  of  light  into  the  eye  hurts  him ;  and  litic  disease.  It  is  one  of  the  early  secondary 

that  he  experiences  pain  in  and  around  the  symptoms  of  syphilis.     It  is  marked  by  the 

organ,  especially  at  night.  co-existence  of  other  secondary  consequences 

The  grand  remedies  in  iritis  are  three.  of  the  introduction  into  the  system  of  the 

1.  Blood-letting:  of  which  the  objects  are  syphilitic  poison,  and  by  the  periodical  cha- 
to  abate  the  force  of  the  heart's  action;  to  racter  of  the  nightly  pain:  it  is  never  attended 
moderate  the  febrile  disturbance ;  and  to  with  abscess  of  the  iris  and  h3rpopyon ;  the 
facilitate  the  operation  of  the  second  remedy :  lymph  that  is  effused  is  deposited  in  separate 
which  is  masses:   and  the   pupil  is  often  displaced 

2.  Mercury.  This  is  to  be  given  so  as  to  towards  the  root  of  the  nose,  as  well  as 
produce  soreness  of  the  gums,  and  the  pecu-  rendered  irregular,  by  the  adhesion  of  the 
liar  factor  of  the  breath :  and  these  effects  are  iris  to  the  capsule  behind  it. 

to  be  sought  for  rapidly  or  gradually,  accord-        4thly.  It  is  curious  enough  that  iritis  has 
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actually  beeo  ascribed  to  mercury,  as  a  caiue.  that  the  zone  of  red  vessels  enctrcUnf  the 
This  notion  can  only  have  arisen  from  that  conjunctiva  does  not  run  up  so  close  to  the 
loose  kind  of  logic,  and  hasty  generalization,  cornea  as  in  other  species  of  iritis,  but  a 
for  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  medical  reason-  white  ring  is  left  between  the  cornea  and  the 
era  aie  too  often  distinguished.  Mercury  is  anterior  margin  of  the  zone.  Sometimes 
perpetually  exhibited  for  the  cure  of  syphilis;  this  circular  white  stripe  is  partial,  beu% 
and  people  who  have  been  treated  for  syphilis  most  marked  towards  the  angles  of  the  eye ; 
are  very  liable  to  iritb.  This  seems  to  be  sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  perfect 
the  only  foundation  for  the  opinion  in  ques-  as  if  it  had  been  described  with  a  pair  of 
tion.  When  we  come  to  appeal  to  facta,  compasses.  I  believe,  with  Mr.  Welbank, 
we  find  no  ground  for  believing  that  this  that  the  appearance  of  this  bluish  ring  de- 
mineral  is  thus,  both  bane  and  antidoie.  If  pends  upon  the  less  intense  degree  of  the 
it  were  so,  Benvolio's  advice  to  the  slighted  sclerotic  inflammation.  He  says  that  he  has 
Romeo  might  be  very  pertinently  offered  to  noticed  itd  coming  on,  when  syphilitic  in. 
the  patient  in  such  a  case :  flammation  of  the  iris  was  beginning  to  yield 

„_  ,    ^.  .  ,   .1     4,^AXi  -  to  the  action  of  mercury  ;  although  there  bad 

"  Tske  thou  some  new  infection  to  thine  eye,         ,  ,  ;„*.«,.i  ^,.l;««.  f  lJKm<rKf  ^f  t-K*. 

And  the  rank  poison  of  the  old  wiU  die.^»  oeea  no  Auch  mterval  dunng  the  height  of  the 

inflammation.     Again,  the  colour  of  the  zone 

Mr.  Lawrence  has  seen  no  instance  of  iritis,  ig  not  so  bright  as  in  other  forms  of  iritis  ; 

of  whatever  kind,  in  which  there  has  ap-  it  is  of  a  somewhat  livid,  or  slightly  purplish 

peared  to  him  any  reason  for  attributing  the  tint :  and  the  larger  vessels  at  the  back  part 

occurrence  of  the  complaint  to  this  cause,  of  the  eye,  belonging  to  the  conjunctiva,  are 

1  have  never  heard  it  alleged  that  persons  apt  to  become  tprtuous  and  varicose, 

who  have  taken  large  quantities  of  mercury  Rheumatic  trifi«  is  often  met  with  in  com- 

for  other  diseases,  as  for  affections  of  the  bination  with  what  is  called  rheumatic  opk- 

liver  in  India,  are  particularly  subject  to  in-  thalmia  :  a  disease  which  I  have  not  before 

flammation  of  the  iris.     On  the  other  hand,  mentioned.  But  each  may  eadst  alone.    And 

iritis  has  come  on,  in  hundreds  of  cases,  in  as  rheumatic  iritis,  though  frequentiy  an  in- 

oonnezion  with  syphilis,  though  not  a  par-  dependent  disease,  does  ^so  in  many  instances 

ticle  of  mercury  had  been  swallowed  by  the  grow  (as  it  were)  out  of  rheumatic  ophthal- 

patients.  mia,  I  will  take  this  opportonity  of  shortly 

Lastly,  there  is  a  peculiar  form  or  variety  describing  the  latter  complaint, 
of  iritis,  cdUed  the  arthritiCt  or  rheumatic.  Rheumatic  ophthalmia, -^What  is  called 
Arthritic  iritie. — This  affection  is  cha-  rheumatic  ophthalmia,  then,  is  inflammation 
racterized  by  the    following   general  fea-  affecting  the  fibrous  coat  of  the  eye,  the 
tures : — It  occurs  in  persons  who  are  subject  sclerotica.     We  know,  that  the  fibrous  tis- 
to  gout  or  rheumatism,  and  often  forms  a  sues  throughout  the  body  are  frequently  the 
part  of  the  attack  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  seat  of  rheumatic  inflammation.     Some  per- 
these  diseases.     Like  them,  it  is  liable  to  sons  are  more  liable  to  rheumatism  than 
.  return  again  and  again ;  and  this  circum-  others — are  mare  readily  affected  by  its  ex- 
stance  it  is  which  makes  arthritic  iritis  a  citing  causes,    which    are    vicissitudes    of 
serious  disease.     It  is  seldom  that  much  or  external  temperature,  and  exposure  to  cold 
permanent  damage  to  vision  is  effected  by  a  and  wet.     In  such  persons  there  seems  a 
single  attack ;   but  adhesions  readily  form  tendency  to  take  on  inflammatory  action  in 
under  it,   and  lymph  is  effused:   and  in  all  the  structures  of  the  same  kind,  and  most 
each  successive  attack  fresh  effusion  takes  particularly  in  the  fibrous  membranes  and 
place ;  the  pupil  becomes  more  and  more  tendons  that  help  to  form  the  various  jointe ; 
contracted ;  and  it  may  be  filled  up,  at  Isst,  and  as  the  sclerotica  partakes  of  this  fibrous 
by  an  opaque  plug  of  lymph.     Some  pa-  texture,  so  it  is  apt  to  suffer,  in  its  turn,  from 
tients,  however,  will  suffer  ten  or  a  dozen  rheumatic  inflammation.    The  connexion  of 
recurrences    of  the  disease,    and  reoover  the  moveable  eyeball  with  the  head  may  be 
almost'oompletely,  and  enjoy  perfiect  vision  considered  as  a  kind  of  joint.    The  local 
in  the  intervaU,  before  the  sight  becomes  symptoms  are  not  in  general  of  a  violent 
much  impaired.  kind ;  and,  as  in  other  parts,  the  rheumatism 
Some  of  the  local  appearances  are  more  seldom  leads  to  any  permanent  alteration  of 
or  less  characteristic  of  this  variety  of  iritis,  structure ;  seldom,  at  least,  when  the  oph- 
It  is  less  frequentiy  attended  than  the  syphi-  thalmia  is  confined,  as  it  often  is,  to   the 
litic  variety  by  a  deposition  of  lymph  in  dis-  sclerotica  alone.    Perhaps  the  best  way  to  put 
tinct  masses ;  the  contracted  pupil  keeps  its  you  in  possession  of  the  features  that  belong 
central  position,  and  is  not  displaced  towards  to  rheumatic  ophthalmia  will  be  to  describe 
the  root  of  the  nose,  as  it  is  apt  to  be  in  sy-  an  actual  instance  of  it.     I  will  take  a  well- 
philitic  iritis.     The  adhesions  that  bind  the  marked  example,  related  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
iris  to  the  neighbouring  parts  are  said  to  be  He  was  sent  for  to  see  a  gentleman  v«'bo 
whiter  in  this  variety  of  iritis  than  in  others,  was  suffering  from  what  is  commonly  called 
It  ia  also  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  rheumatic  gout :  swelling,  some  redness,  and 
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Revere  pain  of  one  foot  and  knee,  and  one  when»  with  the  affection  of  the  lelerotio  that 
hand  ;  aching  of  the  back;  and  great  con-  1  have  been  describing,  there  is  combined  A 
stitational  excitement.  He  got  well  under  moderate  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  eon^ 
the  treatment  adopted.  After  a  short  inter-  junetiva^  this  complex  diM>rder  receives  a 
val,  upon  Mr.  Lawrence's  calling  to  enquire  compound  denomination ;  it  is  called  eatttT" 
how  he  was,  he  said  there  was  something  the  rho*rhe%matie  ophthalmia, 
matter  with  his  eyes ;  and  asked  to  have  Dr.  Mackenzie  states  it  as  the  result  of 
them  examined.  "  I  looked  at  them  has-  his  experience,  that  arthritic  iritis  seldom 
tUy,"  says  Mr.  Lawrence ;  '*  the  room  was  occurs  in  connexion  with  the  earlier  appear- 
dark,  and  the  day  dull ;  and  I  saw  no  ap-  anoe  of  gout,  while  the  patients  still  retain 
pearance  of  disease.  When  I  called  again,  strong  powers  of  digestion,  and  have  the 
after  a  few  days,  as  the  complaint  was  re-  means  of  indulging  their  appetites :  but 
peated,  I  examined  more  attentively.  On  rather  with  the  asthenic  and  irregular  forms 
bringing  him  towards  the  window,  he  oh-  of  gout  and  rhenmatiMa ;  when  repeated 
vionsly  felt  the  light  troublesome ;  he  drew  attacks  have  been  followed  by  mental  de- 
down  the  eyebrows,  and  half  closed  the  lids,  pression,  indigestiflii,  flatulence,  and  languor, 
to  avoid  it.  The  conjuncdva  was  natural ;  He  has  genmlly  met  with  the  disease  in 
but  the  whole  of  the  sclerotica  had  a  livid  snbjecte  beyond  the  age  of  fifty,  very  often 
red,  and  mottled  appearance,  which  might  in  tobacco-smokers,  and  whisky  drinkers, 
have  been  called  dull,  or  almost  dirty,  in  who  have  often  suffered  rheumatic  affections, 
comparison  with  the  red  cdboor  irf  com-  who  are  teased  by  headaches,  acidity  of  sto- 
mon  active  inflammatMo.  The  sclerotic  mach,  bad  gums  and  teeth,  and  lowness  of 
Teasels  were  partiaUy  distended )  the  red-  spirits :  in  persons,  that  is,  whose  healtii 
ness  termiMted  short  of  the  cornea,  so  has  been  impaired  and  broken  by  intemperate 
that  there  was  a  distinct  white  rim  round  habits-.  I  believe  you  will  find  this  to  be 
the  latter.  Vision  was  perfect ;  there  was  a  very  correct  statement ;  although  arthritic 
fko  pain  so  long  as  the  eye  remained  at  rest,  iritis  may  also  take  place  in  those  who  are 
but  exertion  of  the  organ,  particularly  under  more  robust. 

strong  light,  brought  on  uneasiness.  Thena-  After  what  has  now  been  stated  you  will 

tare  of  this  gentleman's  occupations,  and  of  be  prepared  to  believe  that  arthritic  iritis 

his  tastes,  which  were  literary,  prevented  him  neither  requires  nor  bears  those  free  emis- 

from  giving  his  eye  the  necessary  repose ;  sions   of  blood,   and    that   liberal    use  of 

and  the  condition  of  the  sclerotica  just  de-  mercury,     which     are    necessary    for   the 

scribed  lasted  for  three  or  four  months ;"  cure  of  other  varieties  of  the  complaint, 

so  that  Mr.  Lawrence  was  apprehensive  that  Mercury,  pushed  to  salivation,  is  sometimes 

some  serious  mischidf  would  ensue  to  the  found  to  do  more  harm  to  the  system  than 

organ.      The  affection  remained  confined,  good  to  the  eye ;  and  in  a  disease  which  is 

however,  to  its  original  seat,  evincing  only  so  apt  to  recur,  we  must  not  be  continually 

that  obstinate  character  which  belongs  to  salivating  our  patient.     1  can  only  say  that 

disorders  of  such  structures ;  and  at  last  it  the  treatment  must   be  conducted  on  the 

disappeared   completely,    leaving  the  eyes  principles  already  laid  down,  and  adapted  to 

vrith  their  organization  and  powers  unim-  circumstances.     If  there  be  any  fever,  and 

paired.  a  hard  pulse,  and  a  white  tongue,  you  should 

The  treatment  that  appears  to  answer  best  bleed  and  purge.your  patient,  and  afterwards 

in  simple  rheumatic  ophthalmia  of  this  kind,  give  him  from  twenty  minims  to  half  a 

consists  in  moderate  topical  bleedings,  and  drachm  of  the   wine  of  colchicum  two  or 

counter-irritation;  with  such  oMer  measures  three  times  a  day.    When  the  symptoms  are 

as  conduce  to  improve  the  general  health;  and  less  active,  you  must  be  less  active  too: 

among  these,  change  of  air  and  scene  have  strive  to  set  the  disordered  digestive  organs 

sometimes  a  deciddl  effect.    Those  remedies  right,  and  to  correct  the  bad  habits  of  die 

also  are  to  be  given  which  have  been  found  by  patient :  give  small  doses  of  mercury  (such 

experience  to  be  beneficial  in  rheumatic  in-  as  five  grains  of  Plummer's  piU)tiiree  or  four 

ilammation,  although  we  cannot  always  <fe-  times  a  week ;  exdte  counter-irritation  by 

pend  upon  finding  them  usefol :  colchicum,  blisters,  or  the  tartar  emetic  ointment.  After 

I  mean ;  bark ;  sarsaparilla ;   the  iodide  of  the  use  of  bleeding  or  leeches,  and  the  regu- 

potassium.     In  these  abiding  or  frequently  lation  of  the  bowels,  preparations  of  iron, 

recurring  forms  of  disease,  you  will  often  be  the  sulphate  of  quina — tonics,  in  short — have 

obliged  to  try  the  so-called  specific  remedies  been  found,  in  different  oases,  extremely  be- 

one  after  the  other.  neficial. 

Now  when  the  rheumatic  inflammation  is  I  should  have  mentioned  another  remedy, 

not  confined  to  the  sclerotic,  but  creeps  in-  which  of  late  years  has  been  recommended 

ward,  as  by  their  vascular  oonnexionv  it  easily  in  iritis,  and  especially  iu  syphilitic  iritis,  by 

may,  to  the  trit,  we  name  the  disease  ac*  Mr.  Carmidiael,  of  Dublin ;  not  as  being 

cording  to  the  most  important  part  that  it  a  better  remedy  in  itself  than  mercury,  or  so 

occupies— arthritic  tn'lt*.  On  the  otherhand,  good,  but  as  having  considerable  power  over 
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actually  been  ascribed  to  mmrwry,  as  a  cause,  that  the  sone  of  red  Teasels  encirRltnf  the 
This  notion  can  only  have  arisen  from  that  oonjunctiTa  does  not  run  np  so  dose  to  the 
loose  kind  of  logic,  and  hasty  generaliiation,  oomea  as  iii  other  species  of  iritis^  bat  a 
for  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  medical  reason-  white  ring  is  left  between  the  oomea  and  the 
ers  are  too  often  distinguished.  Mercury  is  anterior  margin  of  the  tone.  Sometimes 
perpetuallyezhibitedfor  the  cure  of  syphilis;  this  circular  white  stripe  is  partial,  beii^ 
and  people  who  have  been  treated  for  syphilis  most  marked  towards  the  angles  of  the  eje ; 
are  yery  liable  to  iritis.  This  seems  to  be  sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  perfect 
the  only  foundation  for  the  opinion  in  ques-  as  if  it  had  been  described  with  a  pair  of 
tioo.  When  we  come  to  appeal  to  fiicts,  compasses.  I  beliere,  with  Mr.  Welbank, 
we  find  no  ground  for  believing  that  this  that  the  appearance  of  this  bluish  ring  de- 
mineral  is  thus,  both  bane  and  antidote.  If  pends  upon  the  less  intense  degree  of  the 
it  were  so,  Bcnvolio's  advice  to  the  slighted  sclerotic  inflammation.  He  says  that  he  haa 
Romeo  might  be  very  pertinently  offered  to  noticed  iU  coming  on,  when  syphilitic  in- 
the  patient  in  such  a  case :  flammation  of  the  iris  was  beginning  to  yield 

««, ,    .w  .  *   .1     ^^ti.t^.^  to  the  action  of  mercury  ;  although  there  had 

"  Take  thou  some  new  infection  to  tMne  eve,         .  .     .  :«f«-«,i  X.-in*  fkrkA4<rKf  ^M^ 

And  the  rank  poison  of  the  old  will  die.'^  oeen  no  *uch  mterval  dunng  the  height  of  the 

inflammation.  Again ,  the  oolonr  of  the  zone 
Mr.  Lawrence  has  seen  no  instance  of  iritis,  ||  not  so  bright  as  in  other  forms  of  iritis  ; 
of  whatever  kind,  in  which  there  has  ap-  it  is  of  a  somewhat  livid,  or  slightly  purplish 
peared  to  him  any  reason  for  attributing  the  tint :  and  the  larger  vessels  at  the  back  part 
occurrence  of  the  complaint  to  this  cause,  of  the  eye,  belonging  to  the  conjunctiva,  are 
1  have  never  heard  it  alleged  that  persons  apt  to  become  tprtuous  and  varicose, 
who  have  taken  large  quantities  of  mercury  Rheumatic  iritie  is  often  met  with  in  oom- 
for  other  diseases,  as  for  affections  of  the  bination  with  what  is  called  rheumatic  opA- 
liver  in  India,  are  particularly  subject  to  in-  thalmia  :  a  disease  which  I  have  not  before 
flammation  of  the  iris.  On  the  other  hand,  mentioned.  But  each  may  exist  alone.  And 
iritis  has  come  on,  in  hundreds  of  cases,  in  as  rheumatic  iritis,  though  frequently  an  in- 
oonnezion  with  syphilis,  though  not  a  par-  dependent  disease,  does  also  in  many  instancea 
tide  of  mercury  had  been  swallowed  by  the  grow  (as  it  were)  out  of  rheumatic  ophthal- 
patients.  mia,  I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  shortly 

Lastly,  there  is  a  peculiar  form  or  variety    describing  the  latter  complaint, 
of  iritis,  called  the  arthritic,  or  rheumaiic.         Rheumatic  ophthalmia,  —What  is  called 
Arthritic  iritie, — This  affection  is  cha-    rhenmatic  ophthalmia,  then,  is  inflammation 
racterized  by  the    following   general  fea-    affecting  the  fibrous  coat  of  the  eye,  the 
tures : — It  occurs  in  persons  who  are  subject    sclerotica.     We  know,  that  the  fibrous  tis- 
to  gout  or  rheumatism,  and  often  forms  a    sues  throughout  the  body  are  frequently  the 
part  of  the  attack  of  the  one  or  the  other  of    seat  of  rheumatic  inflammation.     Some  per- 
these  diseases.     Like  them,  it  is  liable  to    sons  are  more  liable  to  rheumatism  than 
.  return  again  and  again ;  and  this  circum-     others — are  more  readily  affected  by  its  ex- 
stance  it  is  which  makes  arthritic  iritis  a    citing  causes,    which    are    vicissitudes    of 
serious  disease.     It  is  seldom  that  much  or    external  temperature,  and  exposure  to  cold 
permanent  damage  to  vision  is  effected  by  a    and  wet.     In  such  persons  there  seems  a 
single  attack ;   but  adhesions  readily  form    tendency  to  take  on  inflammatory  action  in 
under  it,   and  lymph  is  effused:   and  in    all  the  structures  of  the  same  kind,  and  most 
each  successive  attack  fresh  effusion  takes    particularly  in  the  fibrous  membranes  and 
place ;  the  pupil  becomes  more  and  more    tendons  that  help  to  form  the  various  joints ; 
contracted ;  and  it  may  be  filled  up,  at  last,    and  as  the  sclerotica  partakes  of  this  fibrous 
by  an  opaque  plug  of  lymph.     Some  pa-    texture,  so  it  is  apt  to  suffer,  in  its  turn,  from 
tients,  however,  will  suffer  ten  or  a  dozen    rheumatic  inflammation.    The  connexion  of 
recurrences    of  the  disease,    and  recover    the  moveable  eyeball  with  the  head  may  be 
almost^oompletely,  and  enjoy  perfect  vision    considered  as  a  kind  of  joint.    The  local 
in  the  intervals,  before  the  sight  becomes    symptoms  are  not  in  general  of  a  violent 
much  impaired.  kind ;  and,  as  in  other  parts,  the  rheumatism 

Some  of  the  local  appearances  are  more  seldom  leads  to  any  permanent  alteration  of 
or  less  characteristic  of  l^is  variety  of  iritis,  structure ;  seldom,  at  least,  when  the  oph- 
It  is  less  frequently  attended  than  the  syphi-  thalmia  is  confined,  as  it  often  is,  to  the 
litic  variety  by  a  deposition  of  lymph  in  dis-  sclerotica  alone.  Perhaps  the  best  way  to  put 
tinct  masses ;  the  contracted  pupil  keeps  its  you  in  possession  of  the  features  that  belong 
central  position,  and  is  not  displaced  towards  to  rheumatic  ophthalmia  will  be  to  describe 
the  root  of  the  nose,  as  it  is  apt  to  be  in  sy-  an  actual  instance  of  it.  I  will  take  a  well- 
philitic  iritis.  The  adhesions  that  bind  the  marked  example,  related  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
iris  to  the  neighbouring  parts  are  said  to  be  He  was  sent  for  to  see  a  gentleman  v/bo 
whiter  in  this  variety  of  iritis  than  in  others,  was  suffering  from  what  is  commonly  calltnl 
It  ia  also  a  very  remarkable  circumstance    rheumatic  gout :  swelling,  lome  redness,  and 
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severe  pain  of  one  foot  and  knee,  and  one  when,  with  the  affection  of  the  iclerotic  that 
hand ;  aching  of  the  back;  and  great  con-  I  have  been  describing,  there  is  combined  a 
stitntional  excitement.  He  got  well  under  moderate  d^ree  of  inflammation  of  the  eon* 
the  treatment  adopted.  After  a  short  inter-  junetiva^  tiiis  complex  disorder  receives  a 
val,  upon  Mr.  Lawrence's  calling  to  enquire  compound  denomination ;  it  is  called  eatar» 
how  he  was,  he  said  there  was  something  the  rho*rheumaHe  ophthalmia, 
matter  with  his  eyes ;  and  asked  to  have  Dr.  Macken2ie  states  it  as  the  result  of 
them  examined.  **  I  looked  at  them  has-  his  experience,  that  arthritic  iritis  seldom 
tily,"  says  Mr.  Lawrence ;  '*  the  room  was  occurs  in  connexion  with  the  earlier  appear- 
dsrk,  and  the  day  dull ;  and  I  saw  no  ap-  anoe  of  gout,  while  the  patients  still  retain 
pcarance  of  disease.  When  I  called  again,  strong  powers  of  digestion,  and  have  the 
after  a  few  days,  as  the  complaint  was  re-  means  of  indulging  their  appetites :  but 
peated,  I  examined  more  attentively.  On  rather  with  the  astlMnic  and  irregular  forms 
bringing  him  towards  the  window,  he  ob>  of  gout  and  rheumatiMa ;  when  repeated 
viously  felt  the  light  troublesome ;  he  drew  attacks  have  been  followed  by  mental  de- 
down  the  eyebrows,  and  half  closed  the  lids,  pression,  indigestion,  flatulence,  and  languor, 
to  avoid  it.  The  conjunctiva  was  natural ;  He  has  genflnUy  met  with  the  disease  in 
but  the  whole  of  the  sclerotica  had  a  livid  aubjeetB  bef  ond  the  age  of  fifty,  very  often 
red,  and  mottled  appearance,  which  might  in  tobacco-smokers,  and  whisky  drinkers, 
have  been  called  dull,  or  almost  dirty,  in  who  have  often  sufiered  rheumatic  affections, 
comparison  with  the  red  cdoiir  iff  com-  who  are  teased  by  headaches,  acidity  of  sto- 
mon  active  inflwmmatanp.  The  sclerotic  mach,  bad  gums  and  teeth,  and  lowness  of 
vessels  were  partiaUy  distended }  the  red-  spirits :  in  persons,  that  is,  whose  healdi 
ness  termiaaied  short  of  the  cornea,  so  has  been  impaired  and  broken  by  intemperate 
that  there  was  a  distinct  white  rim  round  habit».  I  believe  you  will  flnd  this  to  be 
the  latter.  Vision  was  perfect ;  there  was  a  very  correct  statement ;  although  arthritic 
fio  pain  so  long  as  the  eye  remained  at  rest,  iritis  may  also  take  place  in  those  who  are 
but  exertion  of  the  organ,  particularly  under  more  robust. 

strong  light,  brought  on  uneasiness.  Tliena-  After  what  has  now  been  stated  you  will 

ture  of  this  gentleman's  occupations,  and  of  be  prepared  to  believe-  that  arthritic  iritis 

his  tastes,  which  were  literary,  prevented  him  neitiier  requires  nor  bears  those  free  emis- 

from  giving  his  eye  the  necessary  repose ;  sions   of  blood,   and    that    liberal    use  of 

and  the  condition  of  the  sclerotica  just  de-  mercury,     which     are    necessary    for   the 

scribed  lasted  for  three  or  four  months ;"  cure  of  other  varieties  of  the  complaint, 

so  that  Mr.  Lawrence  was  apprehensive  that  Mercury,  pushed  to  salivation,  is  sometimes 

some  serious  mischief  -would  ensue  to  the  found  to  do  more  harm  to  the  system  than 

organ.      The  affection  remained  confined,  good  to  the  eye  ;  and  in  a  disease  which  is 

however,  to  its  original  seat,  erincing  only  so  apt  to  recur,  we  must  not  be  continually 

that  obstinate  character  which  belongs  to  salivating  our  patient.     I  can  only  say  that 

disordere  of  such  structures ;  and  at  last  it  the  treatment  must   be  conducted  on  the 

disappeared   completely,    leaving  the  eyes  prineiplea  already  laid  down,  and  adapted  to 

with  their  organization  and  powers  unim-  circumstances.     If  there  be  any  fever,  and 

paired.  a  hard  pulse,  and  a  white  tongue,  you  should 

The  treatment  that  appeara  to  answer  best  bleed  and  purge-your  patient,  and  afterwards 

in  simple  rheumatic  ophthalmia  of  this  kind,  give  him  from  twenty  minims  to  half  a 

consists  in  moderate  topical  bleedings,  and  drachm  of  the   wine  of  colchicum  two  or 

counter-irritation;  with  such  oMer  measures  three  times  a  day.    When  the  symptoms  are 

as  conduce  to  improve  the  general  health;  and  less  active,  you   must  be  less  active  too: 

among  these,  change  of  air  and  scene  have  strive  to  set  the  disordered  digestive  organi 

sometimes  a  dedd^  effect.    Those  remedies  right,  and  to  correct  the  bad  habits  of  the 

also  are  to  be  given  which  have  been  found  by  patient :  give  small  doses  of  mercury  (such 

experience  to  be  beneficial  in  rheumatic  in-  as  five  grains  of  Plummer's  pill)tiiree  or  four 

flammation,  although  we  cannot  always  de-  times  a  week  ;  excite  counter-irritation  by 

pend  upon  finding  them  useful :  colchicum,  blistera,  or  the  tartar  emetic  ointment.  After 

I  mean ;  bark ;  sarsaparilla  ;   the  iodide  of  the  use  of  bleeding  or  leeches,  and  the  regu- 

potassinm.     In  these  abiding  or  frequently  lation  of  the  bowels,  preparations  of  iron, 

recurring  forms  of  disease,  you  will  often  be  the  sulphate  of  quina — tonics,  in  short — have 

obliged  to  try  the  so-called  specific  remedies  been  found,  in  different  oases,  extremely  be- 

one  after  the  other.  neflcial. 

Now  when  the  rheumatic  inflammation  is  I  should  have  mentioned  another  remedy, 

not  confined  to  the  sclerotic,  but  creeps  in-  wMcfa  of  late  yean  has  been  recommended 

^rard,  as  by  their  vascular  connexioiw  it  easUy  in  iritis,  and  espeetelly  ixi  syphilitic  iritis,  by 

may,  to  the  trtt,  we  name  the  disease  ac*  Mr.  Carmichael,  of  Dublin :  not  as  being 

cording  to  the  most  important  part  that  it  a  better  remedy  in  itself  than  mercury,  or  so 

occupies — arthritic  trtlrt.  On  the  otfaerhand,  good,  but  as  having  considerable  power  over 
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the  disease,   and,  therefore,  as  afibrding  a  hj  the  effusion  of  some  humoor  or  fluid  be- 

valuable  resource  when  from  any  cause  the  hind  the  pupil :  and  this  was  held  to  be  a 

exhibition  of  mercury  is  forbidden.     This  clear  fluid,  because  the  natural  blackness  of 

remedy  is  the  ot/  qf  turpentine.     He  gives  the  pupil  is  sometimes  not  troubled  ia  aman- 

it  in  drachm  doses,  three  times  a  day.     He  rosis.     Milton  has  literally  tnuialated  this 

relates  cases  of  syphilitic  iritis  in  which  the  term  when,  speaking  of  his  own  eyes,  he  says, 

pain,   redness,   and  other  symptoms,  were  «Sothickarfr«3»«tfr«MbathqoenchedtlieirorU.»' 
quickly  removed,  and  effusedlymph  absorbed, 

and  vision  restored,  under  the  use  of  this        Amaurosis  is  a  very  obscure  disease.     It 

medicine.     It  is  necessary  to  its  beneficial'  is  capable  of  being  caused  by  varioas  changes, 

action  that  the  bowels  should  not  be  ccm-  the  exact  seat  and  nature  of  which  we  often 

fined.     In  other  cases  of  the  same  disease  have  no  means  of  determining  daring  life, 

Mr.  Carmichael  was  not  so  successful.     Mr.  and  which  frequently  leave  no  traces  behind 

Guthrie,  who  has  also  tried  this  remedy,  them  in  the  dead  body.     It  would  take  a 

reports  of  it  that  **  in  some  cases  it  succeeded  much  larger  space  than  I  can  possibly  devote 

admirably,  in  others  it  has  been  of  little  ser*  to  it  in  these  lectures,  thoroughly  to  discuss 

vice,  and  in  some  unequal  to  the  cure  of  the  this  difficult  but  interesting  subject.     I  shall 

complaint.''     I  do  not  know  thtft  it  has  been  endeavour  to  give  you  such  a  sketch  of  it  as 

fidrly  put  to  the  test  in  arthritic  iritis.  you  may  fill  up  and  complete  by  future  ob- 
servation, and  reading,  for  yourselves.     It 

I  proceed  next  to  quite  a  different  kind  will  be  something  to  learn  the  direction  and 

of  ophthalmic  disease   from   any   that  we  objects  of  our  enquiries  into  what  is  yet 

have  yet  considered.      I  have  spoken   of  unknown  in  the  pathology  of  this  affection, 
inflammation    of    the    exteriot    membrane        There  is  one  division  of  the  disorder  which 

of  tiie  eye  occurring  separately ;    and  of  immediately  suggests  itself.    The  cause  of 

inflammation  of  certain  internal  parts,  and  defect  may  exiit  in  the  brain,  at  or  beyond 

particularly    of   the   iris,   occurring  sepa-  the  origin  of  the  optic  nerve ;  or  it  may  be 

rately.     Between  these  exterior  and  interior  situated  in  any  part  of  the  course  of  that 

tunics,  the  sclerotica  forms  a  sort  of  natural  nerve,  from  its  commencement  at  die  base 

barrier  or  shield,  the  chief  point  of  connexion  of  the  brain  to  its  termination  in  the  retina : 

between  them  being  near  the  edge  of  the  or  it  may  be  confined  to  the  retina  itself, 
oomea,   where    the    sclerotic   vessels    dive        There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  func- 

through  to  reach  the  iris.     Inflammation  of  tions  of  the  retina  itself  may  be  impaired  or 

the  sclerotica  itself  has  also  been  described,  suspended,  by  deviations  from  the  natural 

When  vision  is  impaired  or  destroyed  in  quantity  of  blood  sent  to  it ;  by  disturbances 

consequence  of  any  of  the  complaints  that  of  its  circulation.    Various  degrses  of  aman- 

have  hitherto  engi^^  our  attention,   that  rosis  are  common  among  persons  who  employ 

effect  results  from  the  partial  or  total  ex-  the  sense  of  vision  overmuch,  and  strain  the 

dusion  of  light  from  the  retina.     The  cor-  eye.    This  over-use  is  likely  to  produce 

nea  is  left  opaque,  or  it  bursts ;  the  pupil,  congestion,  or  chronic  inflammationt  in  the 

or  aperture  in  the  iris,  is  shut  up  by  a  web  vessels  of  tiie  retina ;  and  very  sU^t  changes 

of  lymph ;  or  the  capsule  of  the  lens  to  whidi  of  that  kind  may  seriously  affect  the  functioD 

the  iris  adheres  has  undergone  a  change,  of  a  part  so  delicate  and  tender.     I  say  we 

and  lost  its  transparency.     In  each  case  the  frequently  meet  with  amaurosis  among  those 

retina  suffers  an  eclipse.  whose  occupations  oblige  them  to  look  at* 

But  light  may  be  freely  admitted,  and  yet  tentively  at  small  or  bright  ol^ects  during 

no  vision  ensue.    The  transparent  p  vts  of  many  hours  of  die  day ;  or  what  is  still  more 

the  eye,  the  several  media,  so  skilfully  and  pernicious,  during  many  hours  oi  lamp  or 

exquisitely  acyusted  for  the  due  refraction  candle  light ;  so  as  habitually  to  fatigue  the 

and  collection  of  the  rays  of  light  into  an  eye.      Engravers,    printers,    watchmakers, 

image  of  the  object  from  which  they  flow,  tailors  and  milliners,  OAthematioal  instru- 

may  all  be  perfect  and  in  order ;  but  the  ment  makers,  persons  who  gain  their  bread 

beautiful  apparatus  is  useless;  the  patient  by  writiog,  miniature  painters,  ooohs  who 

cannot  see  with  it.    The  fault  is  in  the  ner-  are  exposed  to  the  heat  ia}*\  glare  of  large 

vottf  matter  that  should  receive  and  transmit,  fires,  men  who  have  the  charge  of  forges 

wad  perceive  the  impression.  and  furnaces,  and  so  on.     Here  a  o6ntinual 

Amauroeie, — Nowpersons  in  this  condition  stimulus  leads  to  a  chronic  disorder,  which 

are  said  to  have  amauroeie.    The  term  is  increasing  in  intensity  may  terminate  in  total 

derived  from  the  Greek  word  afiav(fot,  whi<^  blindness.    We  call  these  cases  ofamamroeUt 

signifies  obscure  or  dark.  It  expresses  various  but  they  may  be  justly  considered  to  be 

degrees  of  imperfect  vision,  from  defective  instances  of  chnmio  inflammation  of  the 

nervous  function.    The  words  ffutta  eerena  retina :  we  cannot  see  the  suffering  part  in- 

are  applied  to  that  form  of  amaurosis  in  which  deed  during  life ;  and  the  complaint  is  not  a 

vision  is  totally  lost.     It  was  formerly  sup-  fatal  one,  and,  therefore,  we  have  few  oppor- 

posed  that  this  sort  of  blindness  was  caused  tonities  or  none  of  ezanuniqg  aifter  death  the 
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oohdifioik  of  the  retiiiA  wbfle  the  amavroBbis  and  oocapied  for  seferal  hours  dailj  hefore 

yet  recent.    But  jadging  from  the  natare  of  large  fires,  sapporting  her  strength  by  free 

the  emu€»  that  precede  the  defect  of  Tision,  liring.     The  pnpil  was  slightly  dilated ;  the 

and  from  the  natare  of  the  remediet  that  are  iris  motionless.     A  faint  and  scarcely  per« 

often  found  to  remove  it,  we  are  warranted  oeptible  pink  tint  was  observed  in  the  sclero* 

in  regarding  the  essence  of  the  disease  to  be  tica,  near  the  cornea.     Vision  was  dim,  and 

reiinitU,    The  same  condition,  apparently,  had  been  so  for  three  days,  lliere  was  head* 

may  be  suddenly  produced  by  the  transient  ache,   flushed  countenance,  heat    of   skin, 

operation  of  some  more  powerftil  cause  of  whitish  tongue,  and  thirst.     I   considered 

congestion ;    such  as  intense  light.     I  will  the  case  to  be  pure  retinitis ;  and  to  afford  a 

illustrate  this  form  of  amaurosis— amaurosis,  favourable  opportunity  for  showing  whether 

that  is,   dependent  Upon  congestion  which  the  affection  could  be  arrested  by  antiphlo- 

perhaps  amounts  to  inflammation,  sometimes  gistic  treatment.     At  that  time  (now  many 

slowly  established,  and  sometimes  very  sud-  years  ago)  I  did  not  possess  the  knowledge  of 

denly,  by  the  narration  of  a  few  cases.     I  the  powers  of  mercury  in  inflammation  of  the 

may  as  well  premise,  however,  that  the  treat-  retina,  which  ^bsequent  experience  has  (pven 

ment  which  promitef  most,  or  I  should  rather  me.     I  directed  a  full  bleeding  from  the  arm, 

say,  which  has  performed  most,  in  this  form  free  purging,  low  diet,  repose  of  the  organ, 

and  kind  of  amsurosis,  is  very  nearly  the  and  general  rest.    At  the  end  of  two  days  the 

same  (excepting  the  use  of  belladonna)  that  sight  was  worse :  cupping  and  a  blister  were 

I  have  already  recommended  for  chronic  and  now  ordered ;  but  there  was  no  improvement 

acute  iritis.     Bhod-letting,  general  or  topi-  at  the  end  of  two  days  more.     1  now  deter* 

cal,  according  as  there  is  more  or  less  pain,  mined  on  trying  mercury,  and  ordered  two 

and  fever,  and  fulness  of  the  system,  and  grains  of  calomel  every  four  houra.     Before 

according  as  the  amaurosis  is  more  or  jess  the  remedy  had  affected  the  system,  vision 

recent ;  and  above  all  mercury ^  so  adminis-  was  quite  lost,  or  at  least  reduced  to  the 

tered  as  to  affect  the  gams,  and  rapidly  in-  mere  power  of    distinguishing  light  from 

troduced  into  the  system  in  the  acuter  cases;  darkness.     Full  salivation,  which  took  place 

more  slowly  in  proportion  as  the  disease  has  in  about  a  week  from  the  first  application  of 

crept  on  more  gradually  and  lasted  longer,  this  patient  at  the  infirmary,  suspended  all 

This  treatment  is  very  often  quite  success-  the  symptoms ;   the  sight  immediately  im- 

fnl :  the  mercury  is  the  most  important  part  proved,  and  was  soon  completely  restored." 
of  it ;  and  we  have  in  this  fact  a  strong  cor-        A  soldier,  unacquainted  with  the  proper 

roboration  of  the  inference  drawn  from  the  method  of  observing  an  ecHpse  of  the  sun, 

nature  of  the  exciting  causes,  vis.  that  the  employed  for  that  purpose  a  piece  of  opaque 

complaint  is  essentially  inflammatory.     And  glass,  with  a  transparent  point  in  its  centre, 

again,  supposing  it  inflammatory,  we  need  Notwithstanding  the  vivid  and  painful  im- 

not  be  surprised  that  a  remedy,  the  curative  pression  he  experienced  from  the  rays  that 

effect  of  which  we  can  see  in  inflammation  of  passed  through  the  ludd  part  of  the  glass,  he 

the  iris,  should  be  equally  serviceable  when  continued  to  look  at  the  sun  till  the  eclipse 

the  same  diseased  process  is  set  up  in  the  was  over,  using  his  ri^t  eye.     He  was  soon 

retina,  which  we  cannot  see.     Purgatives,  after  seised  with  vertigo,  and  pain  in  the 

counter-irritation,  and  perfect  repose  of  the  right  side  of  the  head,  and  found  himself 

organ,  are  necessary  parts  of  the  treatment  almost  entirely  deprived  of  the  sight  of  the 

in  bodi  forms  of  disease.  ri^t  eye.     Some  weeks  afterwards,  the  paint 

Mr.  Allan  gives  the  following  account  of  the  in  the  head  continuing,  he  came  under  the 

master  of  a  printing  office,   who  became  care  of  Baron  Larrey,   who  observed  that 

bfind.    He  had  corrected  the  press,  and  waa  the  vessels  of  the  eye  were  injected,  the  pupil 

otherwise  engaged  in  reading,  tor  eighteen  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of  the  other  eye, 

houra  daily  out  of  the  twenty-four.     He  retaining,  however,  its  natural  free  motions ; 

continued  this  practice  for  twelve  months,  the  vision  very  obscure  or  almost  gone.  Ihis 

notwithstanding  an  evident  failure  of  his  man  recovered  his  sight  completely  after  two 

sight.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  amaurosis  bleedings,  one  from  the  temporal  artery,  the 

was  so  complete  that.he  could  not  distinguish  other  from  the  jugular  vein ;  blistera  to  the 

one  object  from    another,  but  was  merely  temple  and  nape  of  the  neck ;  ice  to  the  head, 

capable  of  just  perceiving  the  light,  so  as  to  and  moxas  (Mackenxie,  from  the  MtmoircM 

grope  his  way  along  the  streets.     He  con-  de  ChirurffieJ, 

tinned  in  this  state  for  several  yean,  but        In  the  year  1832,  a  young  man  standing 

ultimately  recovered  his  vision.  in  a  door-way,  by  a  lamp-iron,  in  a  thunder- 

The  next  instance  that  I   shall  cite  is  storm,  was  struck  by  the    lightning,    fdl 

recorded,  in  theae  words,  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  backwards,   and  was  convulsed.     He   said 

'*  A  young  womsn,  of  florid  complexion  and  afterwards  that  the  lightning  appeared  to 

full  habit,  came  to  the  London  Ophthalmic  enter  his  eye  with  a  scorching  sensation. 

Infirmary,  complaining  that  she  had  lost  the  During  the  night  vision  wsa  quite  lost.     The 

sight  of  one  eye.     She  was  cook  in  a  fimuly,  next  morning  there  was  no  redness,  nor  any 
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miiifiial  t|>petraii6e  of  the  eje.   The  iris  was    this  matter  ia  founded,  as  before,  on  tlic 
motioiileaa,  however,  and  the  patient  conld    nature  of  the  circnmstanoea  that  hanre 


Jiot  ice  even  the  atm.     He  waa  treated  with  the  affection,  and  on  die  nature  of  tlie  treat- 

oalomd,  and  hia  aigbt  retomed;  but  the  ment  that.remoTca  it.     On  these  grounds 

retina    remained   eztremelj    irritable,    and  some  cases  of  amaoroeis  (few  in  nvunber, 

unable  to  bear  the  light.     A  month  after-  speaking    comparatively)    may    fidrly     be 

wards,  when  this  account  was  written,  he  ascribed  to  a  deficient  supply  of  blood  to  the 

oonld  tee  distinctly  enough,  but  he  oould  not  vessels  of  the  retina.    We  know  that  a  tern- 

use  the  eyes  without  the  protection  of  blue  porary  defect  of  sight  may  be  prodnoed  by  a 

glasses  {Lawrence) .  diminished  circulation  through  the  retua,  as 

In  these  cases  the  nervous  apparatus  that  in  approaching  syncope  under  haemorrhajge; 

ministera  to  vision  is  not,  I  believe,  in  general,  and  we  can  therefore  tiie  more  readfly  believe 

the  only  part  of  the  nervous  system  that  is  that  more  permanent  amaurosis  may  be  oc- 

injured.     In  August  1839,  Phcebe  Judge,  a  casioned  by  causes  that  gradually  lessen  the 

delicate  looking  girl,  eleven  years  old,  became  quantity  of  blood  circulating  in  tibe  body, 

my  patient  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.     She  and  debilitate  the  whole  system.   *'  It  is  well 

had  lost,  in  a  great  degree,  the  power  of  using  known  (says  the  late  Dr.  Gooch)  tiiat  large 

her  legs :    when  she  attempted  to  stand  they  losses  of  blood  enfeeble  vision.     I  saw  a 

separated,  and  she  sank  down.    She  had  not  striking  instance  of  this  in  aUdy  who  flooded 

perfect  control  over  her  bladder.   The  desire  to  death.    Wlien  I  entered  the  chaikber  she 

to  make  water  was  frequent,  and  if  not  im-  had  no  puUe,  and  she  was  tossing  abont  in 

mediately  attended  to  the  urine  escaped  in  that  restless  state  which  is  so  fatal  a  sig;n  in 

spite  of  her  efforts  to  retain  it.     The  same  these  terrific  cases.     She  could  still  speak ; 

urgency,    and    inability  to  wait,  occurred  asked  whether  I  was  come?  (she  knew  I  had 

whenever  ber  bowels  were  about  to  act.  been  sent  for)  and  said,  "Am  I  in  any  danger? 

Sensibility  in  the  legs  and  thi|^  was  im-  — How  dark  the  room  is!    I  can't  see."  llie 

paired,  but  not  extinct.  shutters  were  open,  the  blind  up,  and  the 

Her  parents  informed  me  that  some  time  light  firom  the  window  fodng  the  bed  fell 

previously,  while  stooping  to  raise  up  a  sister  strong  on  her  face.     I  had  ti^  curiosity  to 

in  a  room  at  Hampstead,  she  had  been  struck  lift  the  lid,  and  to  observe  the  state  of  the 

by  lightning,  fell  backwards,  became  blind,  eye.     The  pupil  was  completely  dilated,  and 

and  remained  so  for  ten  days.     She  did  not  perfectly  motionless,  though  the  light  feU  full 

lose  her  consciousness,  but  complained  im-  upon  it.    Who   can  doubt  that  here  the 

mediately  that  the  lightning  had  hurt  her  insensibility  of  the  retina  depended  on  the 

eyes.    Thej  presented  no  visible  injury  or  deficiency  of  its- circulation?" 
defect,  but  the  upper  lids  fell,  and  she  was        One  might  ask,  also,  who  can  doubt  that 

unable  to  raise  them.     It  was  soon  found,  the  retina  may  become  insensible  from   s 

howtivrr,  that  when  pressure  was  made  on  similar  state  of  the  circulation  in  it,  brought 

the  right  eyelid  she  could  open  the  other  on  by  some  long 'Continued  drain  upon  the 

eye.   The  palsy  of  her  limbs  commenced,  by  system  ?  Amaurosis  of  this  kind,  proceeding 

degrees,  two  or  three  days  afterwards.    The  from  too  profuse  and  protracted  a  secretion 

power  of  vision  returned  suddenly,  and  at  (which  may  be  considered  a  kind  of  htemor- 

the  same  moment  the  power  of  moving  her  rhage),  is  sometimes  noticed  in  nurses.    Mr. 

limbs  was  restored;  but  it  gradually  went  Lawrence  describes   the   case  of   a  young 

again.     When  she  lay  down  her  limbs  were  mother  of  slender  make,  who  sucklcnl  her 

still,  but  they  began  to  tremble,  and  to  be  first  child,  which  was  strong,  and  took  the 

agitated,  as  soon  as  she  sat  up.     Even  when  breast  very  often :  her  milk  was  abundant, 

lying  in  bed,  she  had,  occasionally,  a  sensation  After  two  or  three  months  she  began  to  fed 

and  dread,  as  if  she  were  falling  down.     She  very  weak,  could  not  lift  a  weight,  and  cried 

had  been  in  this  state  nearly  tbnee  weeks.  frequently,  without  having  any  reason  for 

She  was  put  upon  steel,  and  a  tonic  plan  uneasiness  or  complaint.  She  became  totally 

of  treatment,  and  in  ten  days  she  could  wiedk,  blind,  and  was  hid  to  his  house  by  a  friend, 

dragging  her  left  leg  a  little  after  her.     In  He  found  her  pallid,  with  a  small  feeble 

ten  oavs  more  she  was  dismissed  quite  well,  pulse.    The  pupils  were  of  middle  size,  and 

Ijid  able  to  run  from  one  end  of  a  long  ward  the  irides  moved  slightly.    The  retina  was 

to  the  other.  completely  insensible.     She  oonld  not  dist 

The  greater  number  of  the  cases  of  amau-  cem  the  situation  of  the  vrindow,  nor  see  a 

rosis  depending  upon  a  morbid  condition  of  lighted  candle   held   close  to  her.    After 

the  retina  itself,  belong  to  the  class  that  I  weaning  the  child,  and  using  generous  diet, 

have  now  been  mentioning:   there  is  con-  she  got  perfectly  well.     Some  oounter-irrita- 

gestiou  of  the  vessels  of  the  retina ;  or  in-  tion  was  employed  in  this  instance,  but  I 

flammation,  chronic  or  acute.     In  a  few  in-  question  whether  it  had  any  thing  to   do 

stances  a  totally  Opposite  condition  of  the  with  the  recovery.     Such  cases  are  not  un- 

^lood-vessels  is  presumed  to  exist.     I  say  common,  and  their  well-known  occurrence 

presumed  to  exist,  because  oar  judgment  of  has  probably  tended  to  encourage  the  notioq 
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—too  prevalent  among  both  patients  and  thia  may  happen.    You  examine  the  dii- 

practitioners — that  amaurosis  is  always  essen-  eased  eye,  and  you  find  that  the  pupil  en- 

tially  a  disease  of  debility,  and  requires  tonic  larges,   or  contracts,   as  yon  diminish  or 

and  stimulant  remedies ;    bark,   and  high  increase  the  light.    But  the  other  eye  is  open, 

feeding,  and  strychnia,  and  electricity.  "Our  Shut  the  sound  eye,  and  try  the  amaurotic 

eyes  are  weak^**  say  they,  "  and  we  require  eye  again,  and  you  find  the  pupil  filed,  al» 

strengthening  medicines."    You  must  per-  though  you  vary  the  light.     The  motion 

ceive  from  what  has  already  been  said,  how  formerly  noticed  was  sympathetic  of  the 

necessary  it  is  to  discriminate  in  such  cases :  motion  of  the  iris  in  the  healthy  eye.     We 

to  look  closely  into  all  the  circumstances  express  this  otherwise  by  saying  that  the 

under  which  the  disease  has  occurred.  associated  movements  of  the  iris  were  natu- 

W^hen  amaurosis  is  the  result  of  pressure,  ral  and  Urely,  but  its  independent  movements 

or  disease,  in  the  course  of  the  optic  nerve,  were  lost.     But  sometimes  the  independent 

or  in  the  sensorium,  the  complaint  is  gene-  movemtot  is  unaffected ;  nay  the  motions  of 

rally  less  within  the  power  of  remedial  mea-  both  irides  may  be  perfect,  although  both 

sures.     We  cannot  say,  indeed,   in    many  eyes  are  completely  amaurotic.     I  may  state, 

instances,  where  the  cause  of  defect  lies ;  and  by  the  way,  that  cateris  paribus^  when  both 

in  obscure  cases,  I  should  always  advise  that  eyes  are  affected,  that  is  a  ground  for  sup- 

a  trial  be  made  of  the  mercurial   treatment,  poamg  the  cause  of  the  disease  to  be  situ- 

I  have  again  and  agaih  seen  slight  palsy  of  ated  within  the  cranium.     And  I  should 

some  of  the  voluntary  muscles,   evidently  come- to  the  same  conclusion  if,  in  the  case 

depending  upon  some  morbid  condition  of  where  one  eye  alone  was  amaurotic,  I  found 

the  brain,  clear  away  rapidly  upon  the  affec-  the  independent  motion  of  the  iris  of  that 

tion  of  the  gums  by  mercury ;  and  the  lost  eye  unimpaired.      We  know  that  in   the 

power  of  the  retina  will  sometimes  return  healthy  condition  of  the  parts,  the  brightnesa 

under  the  same  plan  of  treatment.  of  the  light  admitted  to  the  retina  determines 

There  is  something  very  peculiar  in  the  the  size  of  the  pupil ;  but  the  motions  of  the 
expression  of  countenance,  and  in  the  gait,  iris  do  not  depend  solely  or  directly  on  the 
of  an  amaurotic  person,  by  attending  to  retina.  It  has  been  ascertained,  by  experi- 
which  alone,  you  may  almost  recognize  his  ments  made  on  animals,  that  the  pupil  can 
disease.  He  comes  into  a  room  with  an  air  be  made  to  contract  either  by  mechanical 
of  uncertainty  in  his  movements ;  the  eyes  irritation  of  the  optic  nerre  wi&in  the  era- 
are  not  directed  towards  surrounding  objects ;  nium,  or  by  irritation  of  the  third  nerve ;  a 
the  eyelids  are  wide  open  ;  to  use  a  strange  motor  nerve  which  waxdA  filaments  to  the 
but  common  and  intelligible  phrase,  the  pa-  ophthalmic  ganglion,  whence  the  ciliary 
tient  seems  gazing  upon  vacancy ;  has  an  nerves,  passing  to  the  iris,  are  derived.  Now 
unmeaning  stare ;  and  there  is  a  want  of  that  the  optic  and  the  third  nerves  have  some 
harmony  of  movement  and  expression  which  link  of  connexion  within  the  brain  ;  and  if 
results  in  a  great  measure  from  the  infor-  the  morbid  condition  upon  which  the  amau* 
mation  obtained  by  the  exercise  of  vision,  rosis  depends  is  situate  deeper  than  that 
This  seeming  stare  at  nothing  at  all,  is  not  point  of  connexion,  we  may  understand,  I 
observed  in  patients  who  are  blind  in  conse-  think,  how  disease  so  placed  may  desCruy 
quence  of  opacity  of  the  crystalline  lens  or  the  power  of  vision,  and  yet  leave  the  eon- 
its  capsule,  t.  e,  in  consequence  of  cataract,  nexion  between  the  retina  and  the  third  pair 
They,  on  the  contrary,  although  they  cannot  unaffected  :  and  then  the  influence  of  light 
see,  still  seem  to  look  about  them,  as  if  they  falling  on  the  retina,  though  it  fails  to  create 
were  conscious  that  the  power  of  sight  re-  a  perception  in  the  mind,  will  be  reflected 
mained  to  the  retina,  although  light  was  shut  back  upon  the  third  pair  of  nerves,  and  so 
out  from  it.  continue  to  govern  the  motions  of  the  pupil. 

When  the  amaurosis  is  incomplete,  the  In  conformity  with  these  views,  M.  Andral 
motionsof  the  iris  are  sluggish,  and  the  pupil  relates  cases  in  which  amaurosis  resulting 
larger  than  ordinary.  When  the  blindness  from  disease  in  the  oerebdlum  was  attended 
is  total,  the  commonest  condition  of  the  eye  with  brisk  movements  of  the  iris* 
is  that  of  great  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  so  There  are  other  causes  of  amaurosb  lie- 
that  a  mere  ring  of  the  iris  is  visible  ;  and  sides  thoae  that  I  have  already  adverted  to. 
complete  immobility  of  the  iris.  No  change  It  is  sometimes  produced  by  the  presence 'Of 
takes  place  in  the  diameter  of  the  pupU,  worms  in  the  alimentary  canal,  it  has  some 
under  the  greatest  variation  of  the  light  that  obscure  connexion  widi  teething,  probably 
falls  upon  it.  through  irritation  of  the  facial  branches  of  the 

Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  though  the  fifth  pair.    A  physician  of  my  acquaintance, 

amaurosis  is  total,  the  iris  is  as  active  as  xesidinginLondon,  has  ayoung  Bon,who  on 

ever ;  and  this  is  a  very  interesting  circum-  two  or  three  occasions  has  caused  him  great 

stance,  and  may  enable  us,  in  some  degree,  uneasiness,  by  beooming  blind  in  one  eye 

to  ooiqecture  the  actual  seat  of  the  makdy.  without  any  obvious  cause,  and  with  no  vi- 

When  the  amaurosis  is  confined  to  one  eye,  able  change  in  the  organ ;  but  the  Uindneas 
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on  each  occaaioxi  has  gone  off  again,  appa-  for  aome  yean,  and  dnring  that  period  she 
rently  in  consequence  of  the  extraction  of  had  aereral  timea  aknoat  entirelj  lost,  and 
aome  teeth  which  had  grown  irregularly.  laiA  agam  recovered,  the  nae  of  her  knrer  ex- 
assured  by  Dr.  Ashbvu'oer  that  such  cases  are  tremitiea.      On    two   oocasioiw     ahe     had 
common.     Mr.  Lawrence  relatea  a  very  atn-  been  affected  wi&  ^dioasb,  aod  nnable  to 
gnlar  instance  of  tfen/o/trrt/a/ioii  giving  riae  apeak,    except  in  a  whiaper,   for   months 
to  amaurosis.     A  man,  thirty  years  old*  waa  together ;  and  then,  on  a  sudden,  without 
suddenly  attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the  any  apparent  canae,  her  voice  retariied.     I 
left  temple  near  the  eye,  and  in  that  side  of  trusted,  therefore,  that  this  auspemion  of 
the  face  generally.    The  pain  continued  to  Ihe  power  of  vision  in  one  eye  miglkt  be  a 
recur  from  time  to  time,  and  at  length  he  similar  freak ;  and  so  it  turned  oat.      After 
discovered  that  he  waa  blind  in  the  left  eye.  a  few  weeks  the  sight  returned,  alie  knew 
By  and  by  the  cheek  swelled,  and  some  not  how ;  and  she  has  since  lost  it  m  second 
spoonfuls  of  bloody  matter  were  discharged  time,  and  a  aecond  time  regained  it. 
by  a  spontaneous  opening  in  the  lower  eye-        CeAain  poisons  will  produce  tcsmpoiary 
lid,  and  then  the  pain  subsided ;  but  after  amaurosis ;  and  the  suppression  of  certain 
aome  months  it  returned  with  great  severity,  natural  evacuations,  as  of  tiie  perspiration. 
The    patient    then    went   to  Wilna,   with  of  the  menstrual  fluid,  and  of  the  bleeding 
the   view  of   having    his    eye   extirpated,  from  piles,  and  the  repulsion  of  certain  erap- 
and  consulted  Professor  Qalensowski,  who  tions,  have  been  chalrged,  by  authors,  with 
found    the  left  eye    totally  insensible    to  producing  the  same  complaint, 
light,    with    tha    pupil     dilated,    and    no        In  those  cases  in  which  amaorosis  creeps 
other  visible  alteration.      He  ascertained,  on  slowlv  and  insidiously,  aa  it  is  apt  to  do 
however,  that  the  first  molar  tooth  on  that  side  from  vanons  causes,  and  more  particnlarly 
was  carious  :  it  had  never  caused  the  patient  when  it  depends  upon  a  low  and  bhrooic  in- 
much  uneasiness;  and  the  toothache  which  he  flammation,  engrafted  upon  habitual   oon- 
had  occa^nally  suffered  had  not  been  coin-  geeCion  of  the  vessels  of  the  internal  tonics 
cident,  in  point  of  time,  with,  the  pains  in  of  the  e]re,  its  approach  ia  marked  by  sundry 
the  head  and  eye.    Dr.  Oalenzowski  thought  curious  affections  of  the  vision.     The  eye 
fit  to  extract  this  tooth,  and  waa  greatly  feeb  full  or  stiff,  and  sometimes  diere  is  pain 
aurprised  at  seeing  a  small  substance  pro-  of  the  head  in  its  neighbourhood ;  the  ps- 
tmding  from  the  extremity  of   the  fang,  tient  complaina  that  he  sees  things  through 
This  proved  to  be  a  little  splinter  of  wood  a  fog  or  mist,  or  as  if  a  thick  piece  of  gause 
about  three  lines  in  length,  which  had  per-  were  interposed  between  his  eye  and  the 
ibrated  the  centre  of  the  tooth,  and  had  pro-  object  he  is  looking  at.     In  the  daylight, 
bably  been  introduced  in  using  a  wooden  the  gauze  or  fog-  seems  dull  and  murky,  but 
toothpick.     A  probe  passed  from  the  socket  in  the  dark  it  often  appears  shining,  reddish, 
into  the  antrum,  from  which  a  few  drops  of  and  fiery  :  the  flame  of  a  candle  is  seen  sur- 
a  thin  purulent  fluid  escaped.    The  pain  rounded  witlca  halo  of  prismatic  colours, 
ceased  almost  entirely,  and  on  the   same  That  amaurosis  of  this  kind  is  often  really 
evening  the  eye  began  to  be  sensible  to  light,  dependent   upon    local    congestion  we  are 
The  vision  gradually  improved,  and  on  the  taught   by   the  itedentia ;   by  the  carcum- 
ninth  day  from  that  time,  after   thirteen  stances  that  aggravate  it :  thus  atraimmg  of 
months'  blindness  in  that  eye,  be  was  able  to  any  kind,  which  augments    for  the  time 
see  with  it  as  perfectly  as  with  the  other,  the  fulness  of  tha  vessels  about  the  head, 
M.  Galenzowski  has  since  been  in  England,  will  make    the   mist  appear  moTQ  dense ; 
and  he  shewed  Mr.  Lawrence  the  tooth,  and  the  same  effect  may  be  produced  by  tying 
the  splinter  of  wood.  Doubtless  he  felt  some  the  neckcloth  tight ;    or   even  by  stoop- 
pi  iie  in  exhibiting  these  trophies  of  hia  ex-  ing.     Boerhaave  relates  the  case  of  a  man 
ploit.  who,  whenever  he  was  intoxicated,  laboured 
Amaurosis  is  said  also  to  occur  as  an  under  complete  amaurosis :   it  came  on  by 
hytterieal  affection  :  and  I  am  certain  that  degrees,  increasing  according  to  the  quantity 
I  have  seen  this  myself.      An  unmarried  of  wine  he  drank ;  and  after  the  drunken- 
lady,  of  a  very  nervous  and  susceptible  habit,  ness  went  off,  his  vision  returned.     Surely 
came  to  town  in  great  apprehension  about  these  phienomena  are  very  illustrative  of  the 
her  eyes,  the  sight  of  one  of  them  being  way  in  which  nervous  disorders  may  arise,  or 
quite  gone.     I  could  pereeive  no  defect  in  be  made  worse,  from  mere  local  plethora,  in 
the  eye  itself.     I  saw  her  in  consultation  almost  any  part  of  the  body, 
with  Mr.  Traven,  who  took  an  unfevoureble         Sometimes  the  perfect  amaurosis  is  pre- 
view of  the  caaa,  and  thought  the  chance  of  ceded  by  a  remarkable  diminution  of  the 
recovery  was   very  slender.      I    had    one  a])piirent  nze  of  the  objects  looked  at.     A 
reason  for  hoping  a  better  result,  in  the  patient  told  Dr.  Farre  that  a  carriage,  which 
knowledge  of  some  fects  which  Mr.  Travers  happened  to  pass  the  window,  seemed  to  him 
waa  not  aware  of  till  I  mentioned  them  to  as  small  as  a  wheelbarrow,  and  the  horses  no 
I  had  been  acquainted  with  this  lady  bigger  than  dogs.    More  commonly  ocular 
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spectra  become  viaible :  tliat  is,  parts  of  the  employ  this  remedy  when  there  is  say  in- 
retina  lose  their  power,  or  perhaps  are  flammatory  action  at  tiie  bottom  of ^the  com- 
ecUpsed  by  turgpid  vessels:  the  patient  sees  flies  plaint:  it  should  seldom  be  tried  thereft>re 
in  the  air,  mwctr  voUtantw,  particles  of  soot,  when  the  affection  is  recent. 
blacia,  as  we,  who  live  in  London,  call  them,  Strychnia  has,  of  late  years,  been  used  for 
which  always  float  before  his  eyes,  and  seem  the  care  of  amanrosis.  I  shall  hereafter 
to  follow  their  motions  ;  and  which  are  take  an  opportunity  of  telling  you  the  ordi- 
espedally  plain  and  troublesome  when  he  is  nary  effects  of  that  substance  upon  the  body, 
looking  upon  a  white  surface.  They  multi-  when  given  in  n  certain  dose — ^what  is  its 
ply  in  number  till  the  whole  becomes  dark.  poisonous  operation,  and  what  may  some- 
Do  not,  however,  suppose  that  the  appear-  times  be  hoped  from  it  as  a  remedy.  In 
ance  of  these  mnece  volitantra,  even  when  amaurosis  it  does  good,  when  it  is  useful  at 
they  are  permanent,  necessarily  implies  the  all,  by  stimulating  the  exhausted  or  atonic 
approach  of  amaurosis.  I  should  be  sorry  nerve  into  action.  With  respect  to  this 
if  it  were  so,  for  I  see  two  of  them  every  remedy  alio  I  may  say — ^first  endeavour  to 
morning,  when  my  eyes  are  directed  towards  ascertain  that  it  is  not  likely  to  do  harm  : 
a  white  basin,  wlule  I  am  washing  my  fiace.  that  is,  that  the  blindness  is  not  dependant 
I  can  find  them  at  other  times  if  I  look  for  upon  any  condition  akin  to  inflammation, 
them  :  else,  I  am  not  sensible  of  their  pre-  Mr.  Middlemore,  of  Birmingham,  has  pre- 
sence. They  bode  no  farther  evil,  if  they  bably  given  this  remedy  an  ampler  trial  than 
are  associated  with  no  other  defect,  in  fimc-  any  odier  person,  and  he  speaks  very  fa- 
tion  or  in  appearance,  of  the  instrument  of  vourably  of  its  effects  in  certain  cases :  in 
vision.  others  he  found  it  to  produce  so  much  pain, 
It  is  obvious  that  no  particular  rules,  no  and  spasm,  and  distress,  that  he  was  obliged 
rules,  that  is,  which  will  fit  all  cases,  can  be  to  discontinue  its  use.  It  is  not  given,  in 
laid  down  for  the  treatment  of  so  multiform  a  these  cases,  by  the  moutii,  but  applied  locally, 
complaint  as  amaurosis.  When  it  manifestly  and  Mr.  Middlemore  considers  tiiat  it  is 
results  from  disease  of  the  brain,  as  when  it  most  efficient  when  placed  over  the  supra- 
accompanies  hydrocephalus,  or  remains  after  orbitary  nerve.  He  puts  a  narrow  blister 
a  stroke  of  apoplexy,  our  attention  must  be  over  the  eyebrow ;  when  it  has  risen  he  cuts 
directed  to  the  disease  from  which  it  has  off  the  cuticle,  and  applies  a  piece  of  linen, 
sprung.  When  there  is  any  reason  to  sup-  for  half  jm  hour,  to  absorb  the  serum  that 
pose  ^t  congestion  or  chronic  inflammation  continues  to  ooze  forth ;  then  he  sprizAles  the 
of  the  internal  tunics  of  the  eye  itself  is  strychnia,  finely  powdered,  upon  the  raw 
concerned  in  the  production  of  the  amaurosis,  part,  and  covers  it  with  linen  smeared  with 
we  must  adopt  the  measures  that  I  have  the  unpuenium  cetaeei.  He  repeats  this 
already  described,  ss  the  most  likely  to  re-  every  twenty-four  hours,  cautiously  increasing 
move,  the  congestion ;  and  especially  the  the  dose  till  the  vision  improves,  or  some 
mercurial  plan.  When  there  is  ground  for  sensible  evidence  of  the  agency  of  the  strych- 
suspecting  that  the  blindness  takes  its  rise  nia  becomes  apparent.  He  commences  with 
in  vasculnr  exhaustion,  and  nervous  debility,  the  sixth  part  of  a  grain, 
we  must  have  recourse  to  tonics ;  bark,  pre*  I  must  here  leave  this  subject  of  diseases 
parations  of  iron,  nourishing  ^kt,  the  cold  of  the  eye. 

bath.  In  addition  to  the  lessons  which  I  pointed 
After  all,  you  will  find  too  many  cases,  out  before  as  capable  of  bdng  learned  by 
which  will  baflSe  your  best  directed  attempts,  attending  to  tiie  disorders  of  this  small  organ, 
and  in  which  yon  will  be  required  and  war-  I  may  now  mention  a  few  others,  of  no  little 
ranted  to  try  other  expedients.  When  what  moment,  since  we  shall  meet  with  their  appli- 
1  may  call  rational  measures  have  been  ex-  cation  again  and  again,  as  we  proceed  to  in- 
pended  in  vain,  you  may  have  recourse  to  vestigate  the  morbid  conditions  of  other  parts, 
siieh  as  are  empirical  and  tentative.  There  We  have  seen  enough  to  convince  us  that  mer- 
arevariouss^imttfafifs  whichhave  occasionally  cury,  properly  administered,  has  the  invalna- 
been  found  serviceable:  but  most  of  them,  blepower  of  stopping  adhesive  inflammation; 
I  believe,  fail  much  oftener  than  they  of  arresting  the  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph 
succeed.  Electrieity  is  one  of  these;  it  is  from  the  blood-venels:  that  inflammation  of 
applied  by  taking  small  sparks  from  the  eye-  the  same  part  may  be  sensibly  modified  by 
lids,  and  the  integuments  round  the  orbit,  the  simultaneous  agency  of  some  specific 
The  object  of  this  is  to  rouse  the  dormant  poison  upon  the  system,  as  that  of  syphilis ; 
energies  of  the  impassive  nerve :  and  it  ap-  or  by  the  presence  of  constitutional  tendencies 
pears  sometimes  to  do  this  for  the  retina,  as  to  disease,  such  as  are  observable  in  gouty 
well  as  for  the  nerves  supplying  voluntary  and  rheumatic  people.  And  we  have  seen 
muscles.  Mr.  Ware  tells  us  that  electricity  that  the  functions  of  a  nerve  may  be  per- 
is most  beneficial  in  those  cases  in  which  verted,  suspended,  or  abolished,  in  various 
amaurosis  has  succeeded  a  stroke  of  light-  ways :  by  pr€99W9  made  upon  it ;  by  a 
ning.      You  must  take  great  care  not  to  pUihorie  state  of  its  blood-vessels,  or  by  an 
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"■^l  fortbecxtaitof  tiuve 

PsRMwa  adTaaood  in  lile  arr  liable  to  nor-  filled  bj  a  aMai  of  firaaly 

tificatkm  of  the  toea  and   feet;   KromUjr  la  aoother  eaae,  ia 

bagiaaiag  la  tlw  forvacr,  aad  esteodinf  to  aioiiificatioa  of  tlie  i%ht  loot,  the 

tfae  latter«     Bjr  penona  advaaoed  ia  life  I  atmctaie  of  tlie  heart  waa  pale  aw 

■Maa  thoae  wIm>  bear  apoa  them  the  marks  ooe  eorooarf  artery 

of  old  afe,  whaeh  auy,  howercr,  oocar  at  iaipcnriooa ;   the  cavitica  were  dAitad :   a 

variouf  perioda  of  baaiaa  exiateooe.     One  maaa  of  deaae  eoaguliim,  reafhlmg  tha( 

of  the  wont  oaaea  of  mortificatioa  iA  the  fonad  ia  the  aac  of  aa 

toea  which  I  ever  witoMUied,  ooariected  with  the  appendix  of  the  left  aaride,  and 

what  Blight  tnUy   be  cooaidervd  old  a^,  waa  a  aioiilar   coagulum    obatrwcCai 

occarred  ia  a  aiaa  of  aix-aad-thirty,  worn  popliteal  artery  aad  Tcia  of  the  r%fat 

oat  by  the  operatioa  of  bod  habit*  apoa  aa  aad  exteadiag  foaie  way  down  the  ~ 

orijpnally  bad  cooatitatioo,  of  thoae  Teaadi  ia  the  le^. 

The    €|iic»tion    here    ariaef,    in   iimitif.        Yon  are  not,  however,  to  aoppoae  that 

why  ia  it  that  old  peraona  are  liable  to  thia  mortification  of  the  toea  ia  a  neoeMary  g0d> 

diaeaae  f      Morbid  anatomy  enablcra  oa  to  ieqoenoe  of  ossification  or  obliteratiaii  of  the 

answer  this  qorrtion.      1  have  ejcamined  the  arteries,  aad  that  it  oocon  ia  all  sBch  oases. 

bodi<«  of  a  i^reat  many  old   persoos  who  I  have  no  donbt  that  many  persona  have  the 

have  died  with  mortification  of  the  toea,  arteries  thns  altered  in  atmctare  for  many 

aad  I  have  always  found  some  morbid  oon*  years,  althou|^  mortification  never  saper- 

dition  of  the  arteriea  of  the  affrcted  limb,  venes.      I  have  already  explained  to   yon 


In  the  great  majority  of  caaea  there  ia  ex-  that  in  some  cases  the  arteriea  are  oawfied, 

tensive  ossification  of  the  arteriea  of  the  thigh  and  at  the  aame  time  either  contracted  or 

and  leg.     In  many  caaea  the  arteries  are  not  obliterated ;  that  in  others  they  are  obUte- 

only  ossified,  but  some  cf  them  are  con-  rated    without  being  ossified,    or    ossified 


tracted  and  obliterated.  Thaa  I  have  known  without  being  obliterated,  even  retaining  i 
the  femoral  artery  to  be  obliterated  from  the  natural  diameter.  It  is  evident  that  the  qioan- 
origin  of  the  priifknda  down  to  the  ham.  tity  of  blood  admitted  into  the  limb  must  be 
In  other  caaes  one  or  more  of  the  arteriea  different  in  theae  different  caaes,  and  that  the 
of  the  leg  are  obliterated,  while  the  femoral  liability  to  mortification  must  vary  accord- 
artery  is  still  pervious.  In  one  caae,  of  ingty.  But  further  than  this :  even  where  the 
which  I  have  preserved  notes,  the  arteries  arteriea  are  rendered  narrower,  or  actually 
were  not  oasified  in  any  part  of  their  course,  obliterated,  it  seems  that  in  general  something 
but  the  femoral  artery  wu  converted  into  a  more  must  happen  to  bring  on  mortification ; 
gristly  cord,  and  quite  impervious  from  the  and  you  will  almost  invariably  find  that  the 
origin  of  the  profunda  to  the  point  at  which  immediate  cause  is  sn  attack  of  inflammation, 
it  perforstea  the  tendon  of  the  great  head  of  Perhaps  the  following  is  not  an  unreasonable 
the  tricepa  adductor  muscle.  In  none  of  expUnation  of  the  phenomena  which  oocor. 
theae  cases  in  which  the  arteriea  were  oon-  The  arteriea  are  ossified,  or  they  are  partially 
tracted  and  impervioua  were  there  any  such  obliterated}  but  still  aaufident  supply  ofblood 
appearanoea  aa  would  have  indicated  that  the  for  ordinary  purposes  goes  to  the  limb.  By 
ountnction  had  bean  the  rasult  of  previous  and  by,  from  aome  cmso  or  another,  the 
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::  foot  beoomea  inflamed,     I  observed  to  yon,  called  angina  peeioru  depends  on  oasliicatioii 

g,  in  a  former  lecture,  that  during  inflammation  of  the  coronary  arteries.     I  will  not  say  that 

r  an  increased  supply  of  arterial  blood  seems  to  ,  such  symptoms,  as  those  of  angina  pedorU 

fg  be  required,  and  that  the  arterial  trunks  lead-  can  arise  from  no  other  cause,  bat  I  know 

, ;  ing  to  the  inflamed  part  become  dilated,  so  as  that  they  do  arise  from  it  in  certain  instances. 

to  allow  this  increased  quantity  of  blood  to  In  two  cases  in  which  I  examined  the  bodies 

e  enter ;  but  if  the  arteries  are  ossified,  they  of  persons  who  died  from  the  disease  in  ques- 

lose  the  power  of  dilatation  ;   they  cannot  tion,    I  found  ossification  of  the  coronary 

expand ;  the  greater  supply  of  blood  required  arteries  to  a  great  extent,  so  that  they  were 

f  in  consequence  of  the  inflammation  is  with-  converted  into  complete  bony  tubes,  while 

held,  and  so  the  part  perishes.  there  was    no  disease  of  any  consequence 

,.  You  might  suppose,  a  priori^  that  persons  besides.     \^lten  the  coronary  arteries  are  in 

,  in  the  lower  condition  of  life,  who  live  hard  this  condition,  they  may  be  capable  of  ad- 

by  their  daily  labour,  would  be  more  liable  mitting  a  moderate  supply  of  blood  to  the 

to  mortification  of   the    toes    than    other  muscnkr  structure  of  the  heart,  and  so  long 

persons ;  but  such  is  not  the  case ;  at  least  as  the  patient  makes  no  unusual  exertion, 

it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  see  comparatiTely  the  circulation  goes  on  well  enough.    When, 

few  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  hospital ;  howeveri  the  heart  is  excited  to  increased 

whereas,  in  private  practice,  I  have  met  with  action,  whether  it  be  during  a  fit  of  passion, 

a  great  number ;  so  that  for  one  case  under  or  in  running  or  walking  up  stairs,  or  lifting 

,  my  care  in  the  former  I  have  had  three  or  weights,  then,  the  ossified  arteries  being  in- 

four  in  the  latter.     It  is  one  of  the  penalties  capable  of  expanding  to  let  in  the  additional 

paid  by  those  who  enjoy  the  advantages  of  quantity  of  blood  which,  under  these  cir- 

ease  and  aflluence,  and  who  live  luxuriously,  cumstances,  is  required,   its  action  stops, 

It  is  persons  who  eat  too  much,  and  drink  and  there  is  sjmcope ;  and  I  say,  that  some- 

too  much  fermented  liquor,  and  do  not  take  thing  like  this  may  be  observed  in  persons 

sufficient  exercise,  that  are  especially  liable  who  have  ossified  or  obstructed  arteries  of 

to  this  disease,  and  not  the  labouring  poor.  the  legs. 

Ossification  of  the  arteries  is  a  change  that        These  premonitory  symptoms,  as  I  have 
can  take  place  onlf  gradually ;  and  the  obli-  said,  may  exist  for  three  or  four  jrears,  until 
teration  of  those  vessels  which  I  mentioned  as  at  last  some  accidental  attack  of  inflammation 
occurring  in  some  cases,  probably  takes  place  occurs  which  induces  the  mortification.     A 
gradually  also.    You  will  easily  believe  that,  very  frequent  occurrence  is  this :  the  patient 
under  those  circumstances,  certain  premoni-  cuts  a  com,  the  knife  goes  below  it,  makes  the 
tory  symptoms  may  arise  in  the  lower  limb  toe  bleed,  and  a  little  inflammation  follows:  or 
before  the  disease  is  gone  so  far  as  to  produce  it  may  be,  that  the  foot  gets  chilled  by  ex- 
mortification.      If  you  cross-examine  a  pa-  posure  to  cold,  and  the  patient  goes  to  the 
tient  who  has    mortification  of  the   toes,  fire  to  warm  it,  and  that  this  is  followed  by  a 
he  will  generally  tell  you,  that  for  three  or  degree  of  infiammation  which,  if  the  arteries 
four  years  preceding  he  has  had  occasional  were  healthy,   would  be    a   chilblain   and 
pains  in  the  lower  limbs ;  a  sense  of  numbness  nothing  more,  but  which,  in  their  present 
in  them  ;  that  his  feet  were  liable  to  be  cold  ;  condition,  lays  the  foundation  of  mortifica- 
that  when  they  again  become  warm,  after  tion.     A  slight  d^jee  of  inflammation  of 
having  been  cold,  they  have  been  very  pain-  the  toes  almost  invariably  precedes  the  morti- 
fnl ;  and  that  he  has  had  a  sense  of  weakness  fication ;  vesications  then  take  place,   the 
of  the  muscles.     Such  patients  walk  a  short  vesicles  burst,  and  at  the  bottom  of  them 
distance  very  well,    but  when    they  walk  you    find  the    cutis   to    be    dead.      This 
further  the  muscles  seem  to  be  unequal  to  may  take  place  in  one  toe,   or   in    many 
the  task,  so  that  they  cannot  get  on.    The  toes  at  the  same  time.     Most  frequently, 
muscles  are  not  absolutely  paralysed,   but  the  disease  having  commenced  in  one  toe, 
in  a    state  approaching  to  it.      All   this  extends  to  the  oUiers,  axfd  then  to  the  feet, 
is    easily    explained.      The    lower    limbs  Frequently,  in  the  beginning  of  the  corn- 
require  sometimes  a  larger  and  sometimes  a  plaint,  there  is  a  most  intense  pain,  but 
smaller  supply  of  blood.    When  more  blood  sometimes  the  pain  is  very  trifling.     The 
is  wanted,  the  arteries  cannot  open  to  let  it  mortification  having  onoe  begun,  a  little 
in,  and  hence  arise  both  pain  and  numbness,  inflammation  is  kept  up  on  its  margin,  which 
In  walking,  the  muscles  ought  to  reipeive  an  slowly  creeps  up  the  foot,  and  the  mortifi- 
increased  supply  of  blood,  but,  the  arteries  cation  follows  it ;    the  constitution  being 
being  ossified  or  obliterated,  Uiey  are  in-  probably  little  or  not  at  all  disturbed,  the 
capable  of  transmitting  it ;  and  this  explains  pulse  remaining  at  its  natural  standard,  and 
the  sense  of  weakness.    This  last  drcnmstanoe  the  patient  in  all  other  respects  thinking 
may  be  illustrated  by  what  you  observe  in  a  himself  well.     Tlie  disease,  in  fact,  gene- 
particular  disease  of  the  heart.    Dr.  Jenner  rally  has,  in  the  first  instance,  a  chrome 
first,  and  Dr.  Parry,  of  Bath,  afterwards,  form ;  but  sometimes  it  is  otherwise,  so  that 
published  observations  which  were  supposed  it  exhibits  all  the  characters  of  an  aottle 
to  prove  that  the  disease  which  is  usually  disease.  The  man  to  whom  I  before  alluded 
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as  old  in  constittition,  dioiigh  not  in  years,  not  be  snrprisedi  then,  that  a  great  raaaj 

being  only  thirty-six,  had  been  a  soldier,  different    modes    of   treatment   hnire    bees 

and  bad  served  in  Canada  and  in  the  East  proposed.     Where  there  is  a  diwwwe  that 

Indies — that  is,  in  cold  climates  and  in  hot.  always  gets  well  nnder  a  oertain    sjrstem. 

He   had,   by    his    own     acknowledgment,  medical    men    have    little    indnoeiBent    to 

been  a  dmnken  fellow,  and  dissipated  in  make  experiments;   snd  the  wisest    nake 

other  ways.     Having  been  dismiwed  from  none  at  all.     But  in  an  intractable  dtsesas 

the  army  as  superannuated,  he  gained  his  like    this   it  is  natural  that  pracCitioiias 

livelihood  by  working  as  a  labourer  in  the  should  be  always  looking  out  for  new   re- 

Edgware  Road.     Many  times,  on  going  to  medies.    I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  of  all  the 

work,  he  suffered  from  cold  and  numbness  of  variety  of  remedies  that  have  been  used  or 

the  feet,  followed  by  violent  pain.     One  recommended;   but  I  shall  allade  to  the 

morning  in  September  (not  a  very  cold  time  principal  ones. 

of  the  year)  Uiese  sensations  took  place  to  a        In  the  first  place,  those  who  hsTe  oboerrrd 

very  great  extent ;  severe  pain  and  shivering  that  the  disease  is  preceded  by  inflaniinaCion 

followed,  and  his  friends  took  him  home  in  have  said,  *'  bleed  the  patient;  treat  it  like 

a  coach.    Two    days   afterwards    he    was  an  inflammatory  disease."     1  have  no  donbt 

brought  to  the  hospital,  and  then  all  the  that  some  have  been  led  to  rfoommcnd  this 

toes  pf  one  foot  were  mortified,  and  one  or  from  a  mistake  respecting  the  pathology  of 

two  of  the  other.     Under  the  treatment  the  disease,  which  I  noticed  in  the  last  lec- 

which  was  employed,  and  which  I  need  not  tare ;   that  is,  fh>m  having  supposed   tint  • 

explain  at  this  moment,  he  recovered.     Tlie  this  peculiar  kind  of  mortification  of  tha 

dead  toes  came  away,  the  sores  healed,  and  toes  depends  on  inflammation  of  Uke  ar> 

he  left  the  hospital  as  cured.     Two  years  teries.     I  have,  however,  explained  to  yon 

afterwards    he   was    re-admitted   with    an  that    the    two    cases   are    quite    different, 

abscess  on  one  instep,  and  a  sinus  running  Bleeding    has,    however,    been    proposed, 

nnder  the  skin.  This  occurred  the  year  after  and  in  one  instance  I  saw  it  tried.      His 

I  had  been  elected  assistant-surgeon  to  the  mortification  was  to  a  very  small   extent; 

hospital ;  and  not  knowing  any  better  at  that  there  was  but  very  little  inflammation  round 

time,  I  introduced  a  director  under  the  skin  it,  and  the  patient  seemed  to  haxe  a  very 

and  along  the  sinus,  and,  according  to  what  fair  chance  of  recovery.     But  immediately 

I  had  been  taught  to  do  in  a  case  of  this  after  the  bleeding  the  mortification  extended 

kind,  I  slit  open  the  sinus  with  a  lancet,  rapidly  up  the  foot,  and  he  died.   Indeed,  it 

making  an  incision  two  inches  in  length,  appears  to  me  that  we  have  no  ri^t  to 

With  my  present  knowledge  I  should  have  expect  that  we  shall  cure  this  disease  by 

acted  otiierwise.     Some  inflammation  fol-  taking  away  blood.     Tliere  is  inflammation, 

lowed  the  wound,  which  extended   to   the  it  is  true ;  but  if  the  inflammation  terminates 

foot.    The  next  day  mortification  had  ex-  in  mortification,  it  is  because  the  part,  on 

tended  up  the  whole  foot  to  the  leg,  the  the  principle  which  I  just  now  explained, 

pulse  was  frequent  and  weak,  the  skin  hot,  cannot  get  that  additional  supply  of  blood 

and  the  patient  lay  in  a  state  of  stupor.  Two  which  an  inflamed  part  requires.     Now,  if 

days  afterwards  he  died.     You  will  observe  you  abstract  blood,  and  thereby  lessen  the 

that  in  each  of  these  attacks  the  disease  had  quantity  in  the  system  and  weaken  the  action 

the  acute  form,  and  that  in  the  second  at*  of  the  heart,  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  Hmb 

tack  it  terminated  life  in  about  four  days,  must  be  diminished,  and  the  cause  of  Hie 

I  examined  the  body  after  death,  and  found  disease  aggravated. 

extensive  ossification  of  the  arteries  of  both        An  opposite  plan  of  treatment  to  this  has 

limbs.  been  recommended  by  others.    Thej  have 

The  more  common  history  of  the  disease,  said,  **  this  is  a  disease  of  weakness ;  give 

however,  is  this:  in  its  origin  it  has  the  bark,  quinine,  serpentaria,  and  other  tonics.^' 

chronic  form,  but  if  it  goes  on  it  sooner  or  Now  there  are  certain  kinds  of  debility  which 

later  assumes  the  acute  form.    The  morti-  wiU  be  relieved  by  these  remedies,  iMit  here 

fication  may  gradually  spread  up  the  toes  there  is  only  a  local  weakness,  depending  on 

and  feet  without  any  urgent    symptoms,  disease   of  the    blood-vessels.    Will  sodi 

and  this  may    be    going    on    for   weeks,  remedies  rs  these  mend  the  condition  of  the 

and  even  for  months :  then,  all  at  once,  a  arteries?     Certainly  they  will  not:  but  tiiey 

fresh  attack  of  inflammation  takes  place,  tht  will  interfere  with  the  digestion ;  they  wiU 

mortification  extends  rapidly,  the  constitu-  prevent  so  much  food  from  being  confer  led 

tion  suffers,  the  pulse  becomes  feeble  snd  into  nourishment  as  would  be  converted  into 

rapid,  the  patient  falls  into  a  state  of  stupor,  it  otherwiise ;  they  will  prevent  the  exhibi* 

and  dies  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  tion  of  stimuJants  which  really  are  usefttl,  as  I 

There  is  no  form  of  mortification  which  is  shall  explain  presently.  I  own  that  I  have  very 

more  dangerous  than  that  of  which  I  am  little,  I  may  almost  say  no  ftath,  derived 

now  speaking.     A  large  proportion,  indeed,  either  from  theory  or  from  practice,  ia  the 

of  'the  patients  who  are  so  affected,  under  good  supposed  to  be  produced  by  the  exhi- 

any  mode  of  treatment,   die.      You  will  Ution  of  what  are  called  tonics.    If  yon  give 
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anythmg  of  the  kind,  let  it  be  ammonia,  com*  required  once  in  three  or  four  days ;  such  at 
bined  with  the  compound  infusion  of  orange  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel  at  bed-time, 
peel.     Ammonia  for  a  little  time  may  be  with  an  aperient  draught  on  the  following 
useful ;  but  1  think  that  there  are  objections  morning,  or  blue  pill  with  compound  extract 
to  its  long-continued  use  in  this  and  in  every  of  cokicynth ;  and  all  my  experience  leads 
other  case.     It  appears  to  me  that  patients  me  to  believe  that  this  is  a  very  essential 
who  take  it  for  a  long  time  are  at  last  rem-  part  of  the  treatment, 
dered  weaker  by  it  instead  of  stronger.     It  Mr.  Pott  was  either  the  first  who  recom- 
is  an  alkali,  and  produces  the  same  effect  on  mended,    or   the    first  who    brought   into 
the  blood  that  is  produced  by  other  alkalies,  general    use,   the  exhibition   of   opium   in 
If  it  be  taken,  however,  for  a  short  time,  it  cases  of   senile    gangrene.      What   is   the 
may  be  useful.  modus  operandi  of  opium  here  I  will  not 
In  the  management  of  these  cases  there  pretend  to  say ;  but  I  can  have  no  doubt, 
can.  be  no  doubt  that  one  principal  object  to  from  all  the  experience  that  I  have  had,  that 
be  kept  in  view  is  the  maintenance  of  a  suffi-  there    is    really    no    internal    remedy    so 
cient  supply  of  blood  in  the  system.    As  the  useful  as    this.     I   can   scarely    rei&ember 
abstfaction  of  blood  is  mischievous,  so  the  meeting  with   a   single    case    of   reoovei*y 
opposite  treatment  is  likely  to  be  beneficial,  in  an  old  man,  from  mortification  of  the 
Let  the  patient,  then,  be  put  on  a  system  of  toes,   in   which    opium  had  not  been  ex- 
nutritious  diet,  not  overloading  his  stomach  hibited.     But  it   is   with  opium   as  with 
so  as  to  produce  a  red  or  yellow  sediment  wine ;  a  good  deal  of  discretion  is  necessary 
in  the  urine,  but  taking  as  much  food  as  can  as  to  the  exhibition  of  it.  You  must  not  begin 
be  easily  assimilated,  and  no  more.  Let  him  with  very  large  doses  of  opium  ;  they  are  too 
live  chiefly,  but  not  entirely,  on  animal  food,  powerful  for  the  constitution,  and  opium  is 
which  makes    blood — if    I    may    use   the  mischievous  if  it  keeps  the  patient  dozing  all 
expression — of  a  better  or  stronger  quality  the  day.     You  may  at  first  exhibit  half  a  grain 
than  that  derived  from  vegetables  alone.    In  three  times  daily,  and  keep  him  slightly  under 
addition  to  this  the  patient  will  require  the  its  influence,  but  nothing  more.    If  he  con- 
use  of  some  such  stimulants  as  ale,  wine,  or  tinues  to  take  it  (and  sometimes  this  may  be 
brandy.  You  will  generally  find  that  persons  necessary  for  months  together),  the  dose  will 
whd  have  mortification  of  the  toes  are  such  require  to  be  increased  ;  but  you  will  never 
as  have  been  accustomed  to  take  a  good  be  able  to  persevere  in  the  use  of  opium 
deal  of  fermented  or  spirituous  liquor,  and  except  you  employ  in  combination  with  it 
being  accustomed  to  it,  that  they  cannot  do  those  remedies  which  I  last  mentioned.  Not 
without  it.     Nor  is  this  all.     Those  whose  only  purgatives,  but  mercurial  purgatives, 
mode  of  life  has  been  different  will  require  are  required  by  all  persons  who  take  opium 
the  exhibition  of  stimulants  under  these  new  in    this    manner,    otherwise   it    stops    the 
circumstances.    The  question,  however,  will  secretion  of  bile,  and  does  mischief.    Tlie 
arise  in  each  individual  case*,  what  is  the  result  of  the  case  will  very  much  depend  on 
proper  quantity  to  be  exhibited  ?     Some  this — whether  opium  does  or  does  not  agree 
personsmay  want  a  bottle  of  wine  daily ;  but  with  the  patient.     If  opium  induces  a  fe* 
very  few,  on  this,  or  on  other  occasions,  are  verish   state  of  system,  if  it  disturbs   the 
benefited  by  so  large  an  allowance  as  this,  sensorium,  if  it  interferes  in  any  way  with 
In  the  majority  of  cases  from  half  a  pint  to  the  digestion  of  the  food,  and  especially  if  it 
a  pint  daily  will  be  sufficient.     You  should  makes  the  tongue  brown  and  diy,  it  can  do 
ascertain  what    have    been  your  patient's  no  good ;  while  the  mere  healthy  action  of 
previous  habits,  and  then  give  him  wine  or  it  will  be  almost  certainly  beneficial, 
ale  cautiously,  observing  the  effect  produced.  With  respect  to  the  local  treatment,  the 
There  is  one  good  rule  of  conduct  in  this  first  thing  is  to  keep  the  patient  in  bed.    No4 
respect,  both  in  health  and  in  disease :   wine  feeling  very  iU,  he  probably  will  wish  merely 
that  does  not  occasion  heat  of  skin,  that  does  to  lie  on  the  sofa ;  but  this  never  answers ; 
not  raise  the  pulse,  nor  make  the  mouth  therefore  send  him  to  bed  at  once.     If  he 
clammy,  nor  render  the  patient  nervous  or  strives  against  it  for  the  first  few  days,  he 
irritable,  any  quantity  that  does  not  produce  will  be  driven  to   bed  at  last,  and  will  be 
these  effects,  may  be  given  with  advantage ;  worse  than  if  he  had-  gone  there  in  the  first 
but  otherwise  it  does  mischief.  instance.     I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  sue- 
In  all  cases  of  mortification  of  the  toes  I  oess  of  the  treatment  wiU  depend  on  his  being 
have  observed  it  to  be  of  great  consequence  placed  in  the  uniform  warmth  of  bed  at  the 
to  attend  to  the  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  very  commencement  of  the  attack.     Rest  in 
If  the  bowels  are  not  in  a  proper  state,  the  bed  in  the  recumbent  posture  is  essential, 
food  cannot  be  properly  assimilated ;  and  the  Then,  what  local  treatment  is  required  be- 
palient  being  confined,  as  he  must  be,  to  his  sides  ?     It  is  common  to  apply  poultices 
bed,  the  bowels  wiU  not  act  without  assist-  made  of  grounds  of  stale  beer,  or  of  red  wine 
anoe.  I  do  not  advise  you  to  give  purgatives  and  oatmeal,  and  some  recommend  a  solu- 
every  day,  but  rather  an  active  dose  may  be  tion  of  chloride  of  soda.    I  waa  accustomed 
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fonnerly  to  nib  the  legs  end  UilgliB  with  a  In  employing  the  wool,  recollect  Hurt  yon 
stimnlating  liniment,  hot  I  soon  left  off  this  should  apply  it  loosely  and  nnifbraaly,  and 
practice,  finding  that  it  did  no  good ;  and  I  plenty  of  it.    You  may  afterwanb  sew  it  all  up 
believe  now  that,  if  it  does  anything,  it  does  in  a  silk  handkerchief,  and  leaye  it  onopened 
harm.    Why  do  the  toes  mortify  ?    Because  for  several  da3f8,  sometimes  a  week.     Yon 
when  inflamed  they  do  not  get  a  sufficient  may  lay  a  simple  dressing  of  calamine  cei'mte 
supply  of  blood.     Rub  the  thigh  and  leg  with  on  the  mortified  parts,  replacing  it  wfaene<>'ta 
astimulat!ngliniment,and  it  isthe  same  thing,  you  change  the  wooL     If  the  mortSficatSon 
only  less  in  degree,  as  blistering  them  :  and  stops,  and  the  slough  is  coming  away,  yon 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  applying  may,   on   account  of  tiie  discharge   whidi 
blisters?  It  would  draw  the  blood  to  another  takes  place,   change  the  wool  every  otber 
part.     You  want  it  in  the  foot,  and  you  draw  day.     The  carded  wool  possesses,  as  a  little 
it  elsewhere.     It  is  something  like  taking  consideration  will  prove  to  you,  many  aid. 
blood  from  the  arm,   not  indeed  so  mis-  vantages  over  the  poultices.     In  tbe  first 
ohievous :  less  in  degree,  but  the  same  in  place,  if  you  use  poultices  the  limb  is  ex- 
kind.  '  Then,  I  must  say,  that  I  have  never  posed  alternately  to  cold  air  and  hot  pool. 
seen  any  good  from  it  in  practice.     Neither  tioes  three  times  every  twenty-four  hoars, 
have  I  any  reason,  from  what  1  have  seen,  to  that  is,  to  repeated  changes  of  temperatore. 
believe  that  those  other  applications  which  I  In  the  inter^ds  it  is  at  any  rate  left  to  gene- 
have  mentioned  used  as  poultices  and  lotions  rate  heat  as  usual.    But  if  you  wrap  it  op  in 
are  of  any  use.  carded  wool,  both  these  tilings  are  avoided. 
Some  few  years  ago  I  was  in  consultation  In  another  respect,  also,  this  mode  of  tneat- 
with  the  late  Mr.  Vance,  of  SackviUe  Street,  ment  is  a  great  comfort  to  the  surgeon,   the 
He  had  been  surgeon  for  many  yeara  to  Green-  patient,  and  the  whole  family.    Two  or  three 
wich  Hospital.  Being  always  anxious  to  obtain  times    daily,    whenever    the   poultices    are 
what  information  I  can  from  others,  I  observed  changed,  the  family  inquire,  *'  Is  he  better  ? 
to  him,  "  Yon  must  have  seen  among  the  old  is  he  worse  ?  is  the  mortification  stopped  ?" 
men  at  Greenwich  a  great  number  of  cases  You    are    called    upon    to    answer   these 
of  mortification  of  the  toes.    What  have  you  unanswerable   questions,  and  the  patient's 
found,  on  the  whole,  to  be  the  best  local  treat-  mind  is  kept  in  a  constant  state  of  excite- 
ment ?**     He  answered,  that  he  had  found  ment.     But  if  you  put  on  the  carded  wool, 
nothing  to  answer  so  well  as  wrapping  up  the  and  leave  it  there,  his  mind  in  the  interval 
parts  in  carded  wool.  I  did  not  understand  from  is  tolerably  tranquil :  he  lives  upon  the  hope 
him  whether  he  wrapped  up  merely  the  foot  or  that  when  the  wool  is  next  taken  off  the  paits 
leg,  or  the  whole  limb;  but  he  added  that  he  will  be  found  better;  and  such  a  state  of 
usually  left  it  on  for  many  days.     It  struck  mind  is  much  more  favourable  to  his  reeo- 
me  that  this  was  a  very  reasonable  kind  of  very  thax^  the  nervous  anxiety  whidi  he  ex- 
practice.  Wool  is  a  very  bad  conductor  of  heat,  periences  when  the  limb  is  examined  more 
and  wrapped  round  a  limb  it  must  keep  it  frequently.     I  believe  that  there  are  very 
of  very  uniform  temperature,  and  at  any  rate  few  cases  to  which  you  wiU  not  find  this 
save,  in  a  great  degree,  expense  and  trouble  method  of  treatment  applicable.     If  there 
of  generating  animal  heat.     Soon  afterwards  be  any,  it  is  those  in  which  there  is  great 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  adopting  Mr.  Vance's  inflammation  and  heat  of  skin,  and  in  Uiese 
mode  of  treatment.     I  had  been  poulticing  a  it  may  be  prudent  to  defer  the  application  of 
foot  as  usual,  and  the  disease  was  going  on  the  wool  until  these  symptoms  are  abated, 
spreading  from  one  toe  to  another,  and  up  Whenever  the  mortification  is  arrested, 
the  foot.    Carded  wool  is  so  prepared  that  it  you  will  be  made  aware  of  it  by  a  line  of  sepa- 
may  be  drawn  out  in  long  flakes  several  feet  ration  on  the  margin.  The  process  of  separa- 
in  length,  and  in  these  I  wrapped  up  the  tion  proceeds,  in  favourable  esses,  until  tiie 
foot;  and  then,  thinking  that  I  had  better  bonesofthe  toes  come  away.  Yon  may  have  to 
proceedfurther,  I  wrapped  up  the  legend  the  cut  through  some  dead  ligaments  and  ten- 
thigh  also,  as  high  as  the  middle  of  the  dons,  in  order  to  promote  the  separation  of 
thigh.     I  applied  it  rather  loosely,  one  flake  the  offensive  and  putrid  parts,  but  you  must 
over  another,  until  the  limb  app^u^d  to  be  cut  through  nothing  else.     If  yon  apply 
three  or  four  times  more  bulky  than  it  was  in  your  knife  to  living  parts,  you  will  certainly 
its  natural  state.     The  result  was  excellent,  bring  on  a  fresh  attack  of   mortification. 
The  mortiflcation  never  spread  from    the  Leave  the  sepsntion  altogether  to  nature, 
time  that  the  wool  was  applied,   and  the  and  the  natural  process  will  do  all  that  is 
patient  recovered.      I   have  employed  the  required. 

same  local  treatment  since  in  other  cases,  But  there  is  another  question.  A  man  has 

and  although,  of  course,  it  wotdd  be  absurd  mortification  of  the  toes,  and,  independently 

to  represent  it  as  always  successful,  yet  I  feel  of  experience,  you  might  naturally  say, — 

bound  to  say  that  I  am  satisfied  that  it  pro-  here  is  a  most  dangerous  disease  ;  why  not 

duces  much  better  results  than  any  which  I  at  once  amputate  the  limb  ?     It  is  probably 

have  ever  employed.  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell  you  that  it  would 
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be  contrary  to  all  the  old  rules  of  surgery  (for  MU  SCiE  VOLITANTES. 

which  I  haye  great  respect)  to  amputate  a  

limb  under  such  circumstances.   I  have  never 

seen  it  done :  I  have  never  done  it  myself,  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

but  I  have  heard  of  cases  in  which  the  sur-  a.|. 

geon  was,  shall  I  say  fool  enough  or  igno-  '              •     ^    i          :x 

rant  enough?  to  venture  on  this  summary  Having   ascertained,  beyond  a  possi- 

proceeding  of  cutting  off  the  leg,  because  bility  of  doubt,  the  nature  of  this  an- 

the  toes  were  beginning  to  mortify.      In  noying  defect  of  vision,  a  few  words  of 

every  instance  the  stump  mortified  directly,  explanation  may  relieve  the  anxiety  of 

and  the  patient  died.  The  chance  of  recovery  many  a  nervous  patient,  and  also  be 

from  mortification  of  the  toes  is  not  very  satisfactory   to  the   profession.     It  is 

considerable — that  is  to  say,  there  is  a  great  possible  that  others  have  made  similar 

chance  of  the  patient  dying ;  but  still,  under  observations ;  but  if  so,  they  have  not 

proper  treatment,  there  is  also  a  fair  chance  of  been  communicated  to  the  public  in 

recovery,  and  you  ought  not  to  risk  this  ^ny  work  that  has  ever  attracted  my 

chance  by  inflictmg  on  the  diseased  hmb  so  ^^^^^    j  j^ave  often  heard  even  medical 

severe  a  local  mjury  as  belongs  to  amputation.  ^^^  ^^          ^  ^read  of  ultimate  conse- 

I  have  told  you  that  disease  of  tiie  arte-  q^ences  from  this  simple,  evanescent, 

n^  Uys  the  foundation  of  mortification  ;  1^  unimportant  malady, 

but  the  disease  may  exist  many  years  without  »"j*  "*"*f*F^*  »«**•' •"^*»**j« 

morUfication  supefvenmg,  until  some  acci-  ^.  ^  received  my  first  knowledge  of  this 

dental  circumstance  brings  on  inflammation,  "^sease  (if  indeed  it  can  be  called  dj»- 

I  have  known  persona  with  disease  of  the  ^^^)  ^0°^  the  celebrated  oculist,  Mr. 

arteries,  and  several  toes  mortified  in  con-  Ware  j  and  not  doubting  that  a  man  so 

sequence  of  it,  in  whom  the  mortification  well    acquainted  with    the    organ    of 

has  stopped,  the  sloughs  have  separated,  the  vision,  its  physiology  and  pathology, 

sores  have  healed,  and  who  have  lived  for  must  be  correct  in  his  opinions,  I  made, 

years  afterwards.     I  know  a  gentleman  who  during  many  years,  futile  attempts  at 

is  now  alive,  and  in  good  bodily  health,  at  cure,  without  investigating  the  matter 

least  he  was  so  not  long  since,  whom  I  at-  for  myself.     Having,  however,  suffered 

tendedfor  mortification  of  the  toes  nearly  five  annoyance  in  my  own  person  from  this 

years  ago.    This  patient  was  treated  on  the  cause,   I  was   induced  to  examine  it 

cardedwool  plan,  and  I  cannotbut  suspect  that  y.-^^^  j^Q^e  attention,  and  I  then  found 

it  did  somethiDg  more  than  relieve  the  dis-  t^^j    ^11    the   ingenious    explanations 

ease  at  the  time.     At  aU  events,  it  may  be  ^.i^i^^  ^ad  been  offered  were  absolutely 

admitted  as  equation,  whether  the  keepii^  ^..^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  foundation,  ani 

^w  ^  vJ^^  "P  >  •  «±1  wi,'  that  the  case  was  nothing  more  than 
which  IS  hke  keepmg  it  m  a  vapour  bath,  ..  ,  _*  *i,  i  -u  °i  a  •  j 
may  not  ultimatdy  produce  some  bene^  an  opaxrity  of  the  lachn^nml  fluid, 
fici^  change  in  the  condition  of  the  diseased  ^^  ^^  convinced  of  this  it  is  only 
arteries;  not  indeed  removing  the  phosphate  necessary  to  fix  the  eyes  steadily  on 
oflime,  which  is  deposited  in  their  structure,  ^^me  stationary  object,  and  abstain 
but  leading  to  their  becoming  graduaUy  and  from  letting  fall  the  eyelids.  Chains  of 
slowly  expanded,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  more  luminous  nngs,  black  spots,  little  bril- 
liberal  supply  of  blood  to  the  limb.  Whe-  liant  annular  specks,  and  other  fan- 
ther  this  suspicion  be  or  be  not  well  founded,  tastic  forms,  gradually  and  slowly  fall 
I  suppose  that  no  one  will  doubt  that  it  will  down  in  a  sort  of  shower.  The  moment 
be  prudent  in  all  cases  to  advise  the  patient  the  lid  is  dipped  into  the  groove  con- 
after  his  recovery,  always  to  wear  a  thick  yeyiug  the  tears  to  the  punctum  lachry- 
fleecy  hosiery  stocking,  or  to  use  some  other  male,  all  these  objects  are  dispersed 
kind  of  warm  clothing,  BO  aa  to  preserve  the  into  fresh  forms,  infinitely  varied,  to 


limb  from  Uk  inilaenoe  of  t^  extern^  cM.  feji  ^^^n  ,^^j^  gradually,  as  before, 

I  mu8taddaTei7fewwoi^«pectiiigtbe  „^„  ^^e  eye,  while  kept  steady,  or  to 

toaAment  durmg  the  procen  of  (epinbon  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^K    ^^^^  ,^',^^81 

?^±'^.?l'?-fi,?!r^''Z^'S^t^  late^motioni  the  chaiii  of  lutSnous 
tonics,  may  be  useful  now,  though  tbey  were  '         *  ii       >    *        K    Ir 


not  so  before.    Wine,  and  a  gtierous  diet,     ™/8»  "^^^^   especiaUy,  being  broken 
are  still  itsquircd  ;    and  some  stimulating    and  re-arran^ed  fld  i n/wftim. 
dressings,    such  as  the  unguentum    elerai      .  The    conviction    produced    by   this 
oompositum,  may  be  useful  applications  to    simple  experiment  is  at  once  so  com- 
the  sores.  plete  and  so  instantaneous,  that  I  never 

yet  met  with  a  man  who  required  a 
single  word  to  be  added  to  confirm  his 
belief;  and  when  it  is  considered  how 
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minuttf  »  subfttnucf ,  bo  near  Uie  axis  of  mastoid  process  lying  within  two  inches 

vi»iiou,  in»y  i>rtHhioe  such  an  effect,  and  of  the  clavicle.    The  face  was  drawn 

how  imUirHUv  di!U*rt»nt  degrees  of  opa-  to  the  opposite  side,  looking  obliquely 

city   and  Hdhei«iveues$  mnv  give  the  upwards.    The  right  clavicle  was  ex- 

ft)vm  v»t'  blrtok  HjH^tji,  annuliir  specks  of  tremely  convex,  and  seemed  as  if  puUed 

iii^ht   ^tiu^V  w  in  chains},  6:c.,  the  upwards;  the  right  shoulder  was  raised 

uhiiKuiu'UH  ar\*  cHxily  explained.  at  least  three  inches  higher  than  the 

I'lu*  isiU-^CM  v»f  ihi^  uiftliiay  are  >*ariou8 ;  left ;  the  trapezius  muscle  of  that  side 

disoidi'ivd  Niomnch,   fwtigue.   want  of  being  exceedingly  prominent,  forming, 

fclv  ^  \\  Ivnj^i  iV'^ui^*  iind  many  others,  when  the  head  was  bent  to  the  op^- 

Ui.i>    W  v'MUiui'iaUst  irttch  of   wliich  site  side,  a  large  balL    The  deformity 

luiMi   W  i4KUhv*."»v\l  by  its  apiirojuriate  (as  will  appear)  was  not  at  all  connec t- 

amkUtvMi  bui  tu  (Uc  iiuuuett^mzyority  ed  with  any  spinal  affection,  for^  on 

ui'  v«4»\'«  I  ho  viiaV'in'  W  not  connected  tracing  the  spmous  processes  of  the 

WiiU  viuut»iuHv»i«l  i>r  ^viicnd  disturb-  vertebriB,  they  were  found  to  preserve 

uiii  i-,  but  \h  \snn\*U'iv\\  Uh*uI,  and  may  their  normal  direction.    There  was  a 

U  uiuosvilt'v  «4vv>lU  uum  of  sea  water,  lateral  curve  in  the  cervical  region, 

utiUi   4i|>hi  aiiou  i»l  a  bh^itcr  not  larger  but  this  depended  soiely  upon  the  con- 

ib.iu   .4    «i\^s>uv   uvni*  tlu*  Whr^'mal  tracted  state    of  the    muscle.     Being 

j^l.iiul,  aiul  .4  iolKuum  iH>mmKsod  of  satisfied,  from  this  examination,  that 

KHu    ^i.tiu  K^i  \u\y)\M\*  of  i^mniue  to  the  spine  had  no  share  in  the  deformity, 

{\i\Ky    v>uuvv.«  of  vbMtUvd  x^nter,  with  I  determined  on  the  division  of  the 

lu.i  4vuUsKui  tvs'*^  of  •<ulj«hiu'ic  acid  muscle,  which  I  performed  after  the 

U»  V^  ♦  \'  tbv*  lUiui  U(U\M»rtJvut«  following  manner,  and  which  has  been, 

^\i1m4>«  ^  1m\v  >^c4ul  UHMUUch  on  so  on  several  occasion^,  so  successfully 

Uiiloi.^  ,4  ii^*Uvi>  \   \i  w,  ho>*evcr,  suffi-  performed  by   Professor  Dieffenbach, 

V  u  ut   u*   u»\v\;<v<4l    *k«uoyance    and  of  Berlin. 

uUuu   lo  iU\v«^  ^bo  hH>i*  leisure  to        The  patient  being  placed  in  a  chair, 

uu,  ikvi  ut  mui^uv  MouHJitumn  interfering  I  caused  the  head  to  be  drawn  to  the 

v\ui^  Ui^4k  K^4iUoU«     I  am,  sir,  opposite  side  by  one  assistant,  whilst 

\  v»m  v»lHHlioi\l  ►vTNunt,  a  second  depressed  the  shoulder  of  the 

A.  L*  WiOAN.  affected  side.    The  muscle  being  thus 

^b|kU4i«  Uu  Mk  INI.  rendered  more  prominent,  I  passed  a 

narrow  curved  bistoury  about  an  inch 

above  the  clavicle  behind  the  muscle, 

K^\\^,\^  VI'li^N  r<>H  TllK  CURE  OF  dividing  both  its  origins  as  I  withdrew 

>Y  U Y » N  KCK.  the  knife,  without  causing  any  fivUier 

.  ^  wound  of  the  skin,  when  scarcely  a 

1^  M.  fcV/iM'  V'lAt  M^fi<^^  «"«««•  ^^^.  of  blood  followed.    At  the  mo- 

^  ment  of  the  division   there   was  an 

Sm,  '  audible  sound ;  and  the  head  not  only 

Tm    lollowiuj;   Uivount    contains  the  became  immediately  erect,  but  the  pro- 

tMiiuuliiu   v'vunu'otod  with  an  opera-  minence  also  greatly  diminished,  and 

hfii  w  )ui  U  I  \Ki  t'oiined,  on  Saturday,  the  shoulder  itself  fell  at  least  an  inch. 

lit.    M  m1  .luunaiA  Uwt,  for  the  cure  of  A  dossil  of  lint  was  firmly  applied  by 

>M\  h.  iK     sliiuilil  YOU  couKider  it  suf-  adhesive  plaster,  so  as  to  prevent 

iU  I.  nil\  iuU  iihtiiis'.  a«  the  oi)er«tionia  travasation,  or  if  any,  by  its  pi — 

Mini  what    luiNi'l    in   thiid    country,    I  to .  cause  iU  speedy  absorptioa 

.ilnmUl  I'l.  lubli^ri'd  by  youriiwertion  of  patient,    who    seemed    to    suf 

It  lu  sour  IU  \i  nuiubtr.     i  am,  sir,  slightly  from  the  operation,  «. 

\uni  «»bi(luiit  bcrvant,  sent  to  bed,  where  she  remain' i 

UiNMV  SvMts,  M.R.C.S.L.  the  following  Friday,    dp"^,. 

I...  I  .NMt.i.Juu.  yy.  IH41.  time  the  head  was  kept 

position  by  the  use  of  bai 

»         Im«.U,  i\  ililicate  girl,  aged  16,  the  removal  '^f  *^^  ^*f\t,  i 

,.        '         '.lit  of  run^cnitiil  coutrac-  had  not  b'*  '^i 

»      1    'i;Ut  sl(.ruo-ikido  mastoid  found  th 

i»u  lAumiuation,  the  fol-  there  wai 

■  I.. .«»    piviicutcd  thorn-  coloratior 

l\     *i    I  I    \\a^    closely    ap-  a  stiff  pas 

1    »«  (K     .Ju.uldcr,  the  rignt  ner  as  to 
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the  head  to  the  opposite  side,  which 
srrvcd  to  elongate  the  callus.  By  the 
use  of  straps,  and  by  eonfinement  to 
an  inclined  plane  duringa  gri'nter  por- 
tion of  the  day,  for  a  fortnight,  the 
prominence  hiis  nearly  disappeared. 
The  shoulder  is  now  on  a  level  with  its 
fellow,  and  the  head  is  perfectly  up- 
right i  so  that,  to  an  ordinary  observer, 
the  patient  presents  no  vestige  of  her 
-previous  deformily. 


7b  the  Editor  qf  the  MtdUtd  GaittU. 

Sia, 
Enclosedis  the  drst  of  a  series  of  pa- 

S'rs  containing  observations  on  the 
agnosia,  pathology,  treatment,  &c,  of 
hip  disease  and  lumbar  or  psoas  ab- 
scess, which  1  shall  feel  obliged  by  your 
inserting  in  your  valuable  and  widely 
circulating  journal,  provided  you  think 
them  of  sufficient  practical  utility  and 
importance  to  ment  your  attention.  I 
am  the  more  anxious  tosecureyouracqui- 
escence,  because  a  day  or  two  since  a 
work,  fay  Mr.  W.Coulson,  on  Diseases  of 
the  Hip  Joint,  second  edit.  Id41,  with 
"  alterations  and  additions,"  came  under 
my  notice.  1  was  not  a  little  surprised 
to  find,  on  a  casual  iniipection  of  its 
contents,  thai  many  of  these  "  altera- 
tjons  and  additions,"  consisted  in 
observations  and  allusions  to  the  prac- 
tice pursued  by  me  in  these  disorders 
at  the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Infiimory, 
without  the  most  distant  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  source  from  whence  they 
were  derived,  save  and  except  through 
the  medium  of  the  following  note,  on 
the  first  j>age  of  the  advertisement : — 


offer  them  to  the  public  throueh  the 
medium  of  your  pages;  but  to  do  this 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  produce 
the  following  verbatim  copy  of  a  letter 
in  my  possession,  which  I  received 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Coulson  in  April  1836, 
in  order  to  expose  the  proceeding  of 
himself,  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Childs,  his  friend 
and  relative  :— 

3,  Frcdtricli-i  Place,  Old  Jewry. 
ApiiJ  Ud,  IB38. 
M;  dear  Sir, — I  am  pnpariDg  a  second 
edition  of  mf  treatise  on  the  Hip  Joint,  and 
yon  wUl  very  much  oblige  me  bj  giving  me 
Hie  result  of  your  experience  in  the  loUowing 
queriei,  or  any  other  point  which  may  strike 
yon  conneclod  with  the  diieaae; — 

1.  What  are  the  sppeanmcea  of  the  joint 
and  the  surronnding  parts  which  you  have 
observed  ia  those  who  have  died   of  hip 

2.  Have  yoaererfouDdgOndUsectioTi,  the 
b«ad  of  the  bone  dislocated,  and  a  new  aceta- 

bolum  formed  ? 

3.  What  viscera  or  intemal  oi^bd*  have 
been  principally  affected  ui  those  who  hare 
died*,  and  the  natnre  of  the  affection  ? 

4 .  Upon  aa  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
how  many  hip  cues  per  annum  ? 

5.  In  what  stage  of  the  diseue  are  they 
chiefly  admitted  ? 

6.  Can  yon  form  any  opinion  as  to  the 
age  or  aei  at  which  hip  disease  most  fre- 
quenCj  occore  ? 

7.  The  usual  aituatiou  of  the  abscess  ? 

8.  Have  yoB  observed  any  unusual  direc- 
tion to  the  ejit  of  matters,  ai  through  the 
bladder  or  rectum  ? 

9.  Is  there  often  mnch  superficial  nlcera- 
tion  (I  mean  of  the  skin)  in  hip  disease  ;  in 
v^t  class  of  coses  does  it  occar  i  what  eRect 

10.  What  treatment  do  yon  adopt  in  the 
infirmary  in  cases  of  hip  disease,  as  regvd* 
local  and  eonstitntianal  remediea  in  the 
various  itam ;  the  anolication  to  the  iuoer- 
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Views  on  this  point  ?    Halve  you  erer  seen  a  that  he  had  been  requested   by  Mr. 

case  of  congenital  dialocation  of  the  hip-  Coulson  to  furnish  him  with  a  rcrport 

joint  ?      Have    yon   seen  both    hip-joints  of  these   particular    cases    under    mv 

affected  at  the  same  time  ?  care.    Pleased  with  so  much  apparent 

I  am  afraid  that  you  will  think  me  very  just   and  proper  feeling,  and    relx-ing 

tronbleaome,  but  I  sbfOl  acknowledge  with  ^p^n  his  honour,  I  henceforth  treated 
gratUude  what  you  commnnicate.     I  shaU  ,  himinthelightofan  intimate  friend,  af- 

be  obhged  by  your  writing  to  me  on  one  f^^^.        j^.^"                 opportunity    and 

side  only   of  the  page   (leaving  the  back  facility  of  obtaining  whatever  infomm- 

blank),  and   I   shall    most   cheerfully   pay  ^       u     i     •     j    •  °^i              i     n     ^i 

double  treble,  or  quadruple  postage.  *» »»  ^e  desired   m  these  and  aU  «h<rr 

I  hope  to  be  with  you  in  the  course  ofthe  f^sf  over  whicli  I  held  contToL     How 


season. 


_  he  has  kept  hiB  promise  and  repaid  the 

An  early  answer  will  oblige,  dear  sir,  offices  of  friendship  will  appear  from 

Yours  very  truly,  the  "  following  note,"  at  page  75,  of 

William  Coulson.  the    work    already    alluded    to.    Mr. 

„^-T  r      j*i-i  -^.r  Coulson  observes,  "  for  the  folio  wirur 

f  IfJlr  y''^,^^''''^'^^  wV?i^lf^  note  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  M^ 
fected  at  the  same  tune  as  the  hip  ?  Does  the  ^  > 

disease  m  your  opinion  most  frequently  com-  X     ,    I.  •     iooom    tt  ^   V» 

mence  in  the  caxtUage  or  bone  ?  \^^  Infirmary  m  1838  "   Hereupon  fol- 
lows a  rather  copious  description  of  the 

Mv  reply  was  to  the  following  effect,  ^n^de  of  treatment  peculiar  to  my«?lf, 

that'l  was  too  much  occupied  by  my  more  especially  with  reference  to  that 

duties  at  the  Infirmary  to  afford  him  which  I  have  ventured  to  tenn  the 

the  desired  information,  especially  as  h^P^f»c  (which  I  shall  have  occ^ion  to 

his  questions  referred  to  very  important  dwell  on  hereafter),  .the  mode  of  exhi- 

topics,  added  to  which  1  had  been  for  bitmginternally  the  iodide  of  mercaiy*, 

some  years  past  collecting  notes  on  the  warm  bathing,  its  effects  on  serofuloas 

same  subject  with  a  view  to  publica-  sores,  &c.  and   this    without  stating 

tion,   and  that,   under    these  circum-  that  he  was  indebted  to  myself  alone 

stances,   I  trusted  he  would  hold  me  for  t^e  information ;  but  as  I  prefer  he- 

excused.     I  will  not  encumber  your  coming  the  exponent  of  my  own  par- 

columns  or  trouble  myself  by  dctaU-  ticular  views  and  treatment  to  the  «a*- 

ing  the  various  devices,  to  which  that  bled  statements  of  others,  I  shall  wwir 

gentlemen    resorted    in  order   to  ob-  ^  J^f «  particular  topics,  thmking  it 

tain  from  me  that  information  which  probable  that  your  readers  may  chawe 

I  felt  it  was  only  justice  to  myself  at  ^o  prefer  the  opinions  resuitiM  from  14 

that  time  to  withhold,  but  pass  on  to  the  y^^rs^  experience,  to  those  or*  yonng 

period  of  May  1838,  when  Mr.  G.  B.  ?»i^  who  passed  six  months  only  at  the 


partment,  of  Dresser     Bearing  in  mind  J^ve  been  amused,  or  withhold  myself 

what  had  passed  between  myself  and  ^o™  the  pleasare  of  extraeUng  a  sen- 

his  relative  Mr.  Coulson,  I  at  once  as-  t^/^^e  or  two  that  occurs  m  the  conrse 

sured  him  that  1  should  feel  most  happy  of  this  note:   «*It  is  astonishing  how 

to  impart  to  him  whatever  knowledge  ^be  s:^ptom8    are  frequenUy  ag§ra- 

a  somewhat  lengthened  experience  had  Y^^^^  ^om  the  colon  being  overloaded, 

obtained  for  me  in  the  treatment  ofthe  ^^^^  t?n>o^  of  the  colon,  I  have  seen 

various  and  ntlmerous  cases  that  had  ^"9  patient  endure  the  most  agoniouff 

come  under  my  observation,   at    the  pains,  which  were  immediately  reheved 

same  time  I  begged  he  would  distinctly  ^y}^^^  ^^tion  of  a  simple  mjecUon  t"-- 

understand  that,  whatever  remarks   I  ^"?^.^d 'V  J.^^^^'^,*  JL^.?:   *^"j? 

might  make  on  these  particular  dis-  opinion  that  Mr.  G.  B.  Childs  might 

eaws,  were  to  be  considered  by  him  ex-  ^l^^e  remained  in  blissful  ignorance  of 

plnsWplv  nfl  mv  own.  and  M  tliP  rpniion  the  cause  of  thcse  "agomzing  pains," 


between  us. 

He  expressed  himself  obliged  to  me    — 

for  my  candour,  assured  me  of  a  strict  *  The  ioiline  treatment  waa  first  introduced  at 

adherence  to  my  wishes,  and  admitted  the  Infirmary,  by  Dr.  Canham,  iu  the  year  1833. 
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Again,  he  says,  "a  word  or  tvro  with  vear  1829*,  I,  for  one,  shall  feet  most 

regard  to  sea-bathing."     Modest  young  happy,  and,  I  think  I  may  venture  to 

gentleman!  "There  is  a  certain  descrip-  assure  him  that  the  rest  of  the  '*offi- 

tion  of  sores  in  which  salt  water  bath-  cersf,"  will  readily  bear  him  out,  and 

ing  is  inadmissible,  and  over  which  the  will  do  the  same  kind  office  for  myself, 

salt  produces  a  decidedly  baneful  ef-  It  is  needless  for  me  to  pursue  these 

feet,  retarding  tlie  healing  process,  and  observations  further ;  and  I  trust,  sir, 

setting  up  such  a  denee  of  local  irrita-  that  your  readers  will  consider  Mr. 

tion,  as,  proves  highly  injurious  to  the  Coulson's  letter  of   1836  decisive  of 

patients  health  in  general." — "  In  lepra  whatever  claim  to  oririnality  I  may 

the  irritation  is    so    great    as   to_  be  possess,  and  which  I  nave  elsewhere 

scarcely   endurable  ;  and  not  only  is  stated  is  my  sole  object  on  the  present 

this  the  case,  but  I  never  found  the  occasion  :  and  as  I  shall  on  no  account, 

symptoms  in  the  least  degree  amelio-  or   under    any    circumstances    what- 

rated,  but  otherwise:"    Really!    who  ever,  revert  to  these  topics  as  fnr  as 

told  him  this?     Now  if  Mr.  G.  B.  concerns  Mr.  Coulson  and  his  friend 

Childs,  like  his  relative,  had  only  been  Mr.  G.  B.  Childs,  I  shall  conclude  this 

candid  enough  to  say  irom  whom  he  by  assuring  you  that  I  am  with  every- 

had  derived  nis  information,  it  would  sentiment  of  respect, 

have  passed  well  enough.  Your  obedient  servant. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  feel  suf-  Wm.  Oliver  Chalk, 

ficient  curiosity  to  compare  Mr.  Coul-  Rwldent  Sarfton  to  tlie  R.  S.  B.  Infinnuy. 

son's  knowledge  of  kip  aisease  in  1836,  Ko.  7,  HUton  Street.  Donef  S^oare, 

as  shown  by  his  letter  to  myself,  with  North  side, 
that  of  his  works  in  1837  and  1841, 
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that  from  one  source  or  another,  he  has  _._ 

picked  up  a  respectable  stock  of  infor-  . 

mation.  ^         '^  Tt  tAe  Bdiior  qf  the  Medicai  Otuette. 


At  pf^e  5, 2nd  edition,  1841 ,  he  savs,  Sib, 


J,     ,      ,•         _,  ,           .     .       ^  acid    employed    contained  arsenic  in 

Ae  lumbar  yertebriB.    Agwn,  at  paps  considerable  quantity.    The  acid  had 

34,  "the  disease  of  the  hip  at  this  been  purchas^  of  an  operative  chemist 

stage  may  be  mistaken  for  psoas  ab-  inthiicity:  the  price  eight  pence  per 

•?« ;"  and  then  fbBow  the  diapostie  ^^^  ^j^j^  ^  ^^e  ^um  u/ually  paid  for 

distmctaons.    On  reyerUng  to  that  pa-  J^^  ^^^^    ^y^^  ^^^^  expensiv-e  Vt  four 

n^phof  Mr.CoiJson's  letter  which  Shillings  and  sixpence  per  pint  being 

refers  to  this    particular   point,   and  rarely  required,  even  by  analytical  che- 

runs  thus:-" I  know  that  you  have  ^^^^^^    'fhe  quantity  of  white  arsenic 

some  theory  respecting  lum^r  abscess,  /^  deduced  from  the  weight  of  the  sul- 

for  many  cases  that  I  remrded  as  hip  ^uret)  in  20  fluid  oz.  of  this  eightpenny 

disease,  you  were  mchned  to  regard  as  ^^  was  2258  grs.,  a  degree  of  Sonti- 

lumbar  disease-what  are  your  views  mination  which  becomes  a  matter  for 

on  this  point  P"    I  have  only  toobserve  ^^^         ^  consideration,  when  we  re- 

that  our  views  diferver^matcnally^  A^ct  how  many  of  our  most  common 

^Uappear  hereafter.  P.57,**thehver,  remedies  are  prepared  with  sulphuric 

the  largest  secreting  orgwi,  »eemB  ai-  ^cid.    I  may  mention  sulphate  of  mag- 

most  universally  to  be  affiected  in  this  ^^sia  and  muriate   of   ammonia,  the 

dise^e."    From  whom  did  he  learn  latter-of  which  can  scarcely  escape  cen- 

this?    Page  75,  "in  every  case  of  this  taminaUon,  if  an  arsenical  sufthuric 

kind  aft  accurate  examiwitocm  shoukl  ^^^  ^e  employed.    I  lately  obtained 

be  made  of  the  viscera,"  &c.    At  page    - l_-i 1 

89,  Mr.  Coulson  "  thinks  that  the  om-  «  Mr.  Qmlson  wm  aude  acqiMhited  witk  thte 

M»  of  th«  mfinwjry  *iU  bear  him  out  JSi,*l.''a«Sj:S'^!iSlir£S^tSlSaSJ 

in  saying,  that  they  have  never  seen  ^»« -» «i-"*x «••-«■"««•"" «•««»* 

any  good  arise  from  the  use  of  moxie,  f  Dra,  GMnlount  Damiaoo,  *od  J.  Waddiiiir*. 

abandoned  that  practice  ever  smcc  the  lad  practice 
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from  Apothecaries'  Hall  a  specimen  of  medical  reform  is  the  grreat  topic  of  the 
acid  at  eightpence  per  pint,  and  found  day,  and  we  should  ill  discharge  our 
it  to  contain  even  more  arsenic  than  office  as  faithful  chroniclers,  if  we  faUed 
that  which. I  have  mentioned  above.  ^              ,     .         ,_.. 
The  acid,  however,  sold  by  the  com-  to  record,    m    addition  to    our    own 
pany  at  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  opinions,  those  that  come  to  us  from 
pint  yielded  no  distinct  evidence  of  the  every  quarter  of  the  compass.    Among^ 
metal.     It  appears  ^most  certain  that  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  j^^jg  engrossing  sub- 
there  is  a  great  abundance  of  arsenical  T,     xr-AA   ^ff\^^^^A*^  -«^   MA 
acid  in  our  market  at  present,  which  J^ct  are  Dr.  Kidd,  of  Oxford*,  and      A 
may  probably  be  attributable  to  the  Provincial  Physician,"  whose  name  it 
use  of  pjrrites  instead  of  Sicilian  sul-  ig  not  very  difficult  to  guess  f. 
phur   in  the  manufacture  of  acid---  The  first  is  a  moderate  reformer;  the 
the  high  price  of   the  latter  ar tic  e  ^      ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
having  provoked  competition.     I  have  "•^''^                *                    ^.  «  j  - 
recently  examined  specimens  of  hy-  being  almost  or  quite  satisfied  in  an 
dxochloric  acid,  and  found  them  arseni-  age  of  general  discontent, 
cal,  but  in  far   less   degree  than  the  «  Genuine  reform,"  says  Dr.  Kidd, 

sulphuric.  I  «^?^d  °^V W ^^M^Il  i^«^^  "i«  genuine  conservatism;"  or,  if  we 

these  observations  unUl  1  had  made  .  ,^,      „        ^,            ,  /  i..      i 

further  experiments  on  other  articles  might  be  allowed  to  translate  his  plirase 

used  in  medicine  for  the  preparation  of  into  the  language  of  Bacon,  "  A  frow^ard 

which  sulphurric  acid  is  necessary ;  retention  of  custom  is  as  turbulent  a 

but  the  important  nature  of  tJie  subject  ^,      ^  ^  innovation ;  and  they  that 

has  prompted  me  to  take  the  earliest  »                     ,     ,j\.               u  * 

opportunity  of   communicatmg  these  reverence  too  much  old  times,  are  but  a 

first  results.    It  has  been  long  known  scorn  to  the  new  %" 

that  arsenic  exists  in  minute  quantity  jn  order  to  understand  the  character 

in  some  varieties  of  acid,  though  that  ^^  ^^^  present  desire  for  Medical  Re- 

from  the  English  market  has  been  re-  ^         .z^    t^  j,          ^i.-  i      -4.    •  v,*  * 

garded  as  particularly  pure.     I  am  not  fo™,  the  Professor  thinks  it  right  to 

aware,    however,    that    the    startling  begin  by  an  abstract  of  the  history  of 

quantity  of  22-58  grains  in  a  pint  has  the  College  of   Physicians.      At  the 

ever  been  suspected  to  exist  in  any  ^^  ^^  ^^  foundation  aknost  aU  phy- 

^'^^^"^"VurTbedl^nt  servant,  sicians  of  London  wen.  graduates  of 

G.  O.  Rees.  the  Italian    universities,  which  were 

F\eb.  sd,  1841.  then  the  best  schools  of  medicine  in 

P.S.  I  may  mention  that  arsenical  Europe, 

candles  are  acain  in  the  market :  it  is  ,j.j^^  ^j^^^  quoted  words  of  the  char- 

family,  I  was  induced  to  examine  the  comprehended  all  who  had  graduated 

candles  in  use,  and  obtained  from  them  in  medicine  at  any  university,  or  who 

a  considerable  quantity  of  arsenic.  y^^  y^^^  approved  by  the  Bishop  of 

— -"  London ;  and  even  as  late  as  Charles 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  the  Second's  time,  it  seems  that  all 

jw^  v^h^ior^  5  1841  ^**®  ^*^  ^^"^  examined  and  approved 

Fhday,  Febmary  5,  I»41.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^   ^  ^^^^ 

"Licet  omnibus,  Ucetetiam  mihi,  dijfniuten.  The  term  « licentiates,"  indeed,  appears 

Artis  MedUm  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in  to  have  been  used  as  early  as  1555 ;  but 

pubUcu»«t,diceiidipericulnmnonrea«o/'  ^  ^j^^^  ^^^  j^  signified  those  who 

were  licensed  to  practise  only  in  parti- 

PAMPHLETS  ON  MEDICAL  REFORM.  «ob.erT.ti<».onMedic.lIUform.bTJ.Ki;i;i. 


,T  J.  •      ,«».*o«^oc     vA  M,D.  Re«as  Professor  of  Medicine  in  tiie  Uni- 

Under    ordmary    circumstances    we  veraityofOxfbnL   isii. 

should  apologize  for  returning  so  soon  ptj^^ 

to  a  subject  so  often   discussed ;    but       %  Buaya.   Of  Innovations. 
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cular  branches  of  medicine — ^for  exam-  son  to  be  knighted ;  but  it  was  a  just 

pie,  as  oculists.  complaint  against  Charles  the  First 

Gradually,  however,  bye-laws  were  that  he  enforced  this  act  for  the  sake 
passed,  making  a  distinction  between  of  the  fees  when,  from  the  altered  value 
fellows  and  licentiates,  the  former  alone  of  money,  this  sum  was  a  slender  re- 
being  eligible  to  College  offices.  Dr.  venue.  Now,  Padua  was  a  twenty* 
Kidd  does  not  know  why  these  distinc-  pound  estate. 

tions  were  made,  nor  why  in  time  the  The  extravagant  length,  however,  to 

doctors  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford  alone  which  the  College  carried  their  system 

were  eligible  to  the  fellowship.    One  of  exclusion,  and  the  law-suits  to  which 

sometimes  errs  strangely  when  attribut-  it  gave  rise,  would  be  a  painful  subject 

ing  motives  to  one's  cUfuvi  and  ataoi ;  for  commentary,  were  not  every  feeling 

but  we  conjecture  that  the  fellows  of  of  this  kind  dissipated  by  their  liberal 

that  day  believed  the  innovation  to  be  concessions  of  late  years.    They  have 

forced  on  them  by  time,  "  the  greatest  justly  thought  that  it  is  difficult  to 

innovator."  balance  the  claims  of  contending  uni- 

When  the  College  was  founded,  the  versities,  and,  rejecting  all  parchment 

Italian  universities,   as  we  have  seen  testimonials,  bestow  their  honours  upon 

above,  were  in  great  repute,  and  their  the  living  merits    of   the  candidate, 

degrees  were  esteemed  accordingly ;  is  While  it  would  be  preposterous  to  make 

there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  sup-  the  titles  of  the  easiest  university  a 

posing    that  the  College  of  Physicians  ground    for   admission,  it  would    be 

began  to  grow  exclusive,  when  conti-  equally  wrong  to  consider  them  as  an 

nental  academies  had  grown  too  facile?  excluding  brand ;  and  the  College  have. 

At  the  present  moment  we  do  not  re-  therefore,  taken    that  middle  course, 

coUectasingleforeign  university  whose  which  will  ensure  the  approbation  of 

degree,  whether  in  medicine  or  arts,  is  all  thinking  men,  when  the  temporary 

considered,  in  this  country,  a  feather  heats  of  party  are  forgotten, 

in  a  man's  cap.    We  do  not  pretend  to  Professor  Kidd  informs  us  that  there 

weigh  the  merits  of  Paris  and  Dorpat,  are  nineteen  sources  for  medical  degrees 

Copenhagen  and  Coimbra,  in  the  cri-  or  licenses,  of  which  seventeen  are  in 

tical  balance,  but  merely  register  the  constant  operation.  He  gives  the  smaller 

general  feeling  of  English  society;  and  list  at  length,  but  we  will  mention  two 

give  it  as  a  solution  of  Professor  Kidd's  only,  which  might  be  Ukely  to  escape 

difficulty.  This  ignorance  of  the  merits  oup  readers'  recollection :  these  are  the 

of  foreign  universities  may  be  wilful  Faculty  of  Physic    and    Surgery  of 

blindness  and  perversity ;    but  it  has  Glasgow  (besides  the  University),  and 

been  growing  with  England's  growth,  the  University  of  Durham.    The  list  is 

and    strengthening    with    England's  certainly  an  awfully  long  one;  and 

strength,  and  it  is  consequently  not  there  would  be  no  harm  if  one  or  two 

very  wonderful  that  the  London  Col-  of  its  minor  stars  could  be  persuaded 

lege,  which  in  1575  had  more  foreign  to  extinguish  themselves;  but  we  doubt 

than   English    degrees    on    its    rolls,  much  whether  the  profession  would 

should    afterwards   have    been   more  feel  eventually  gratified  by  the  forcible 

chary  in  their  reception.  substitution  of  a  bran-new  board  or 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  an  boards  for  the  old  examining  bodies; 

act  was  passed  by  which  every  man  it  is  among  the  possibilities,  that  the 

possessing  an  estate  of  twenty  jwunds  fresh  examiners  might  play  such  fan- 

a  year  was  bound  to  send  up  his  eldest  tastic   tricks,    that    even   zealous   re- 
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I^DVUMm  wiMld  Hke  tbe  mnrmmfaimm  kansmhea.    %  legil  praCectiaa  he 

lem  than  the  oU  wimtfmmai  meaas  caBcivsnv  pimfegc,  vbidi  is,  of 

The  ehmn^  vonU  be  ks  ftcikiBg^  coime*  gnca  br  die  Aimj  aad  Biarj- 

iM^fver^rf  Ih'.  Kiikr*|ifopasirzoaves«  Meifial  Boaz4»   to  those  vbo    have 

ft/kypced,  of  rRfnaenCin^  caeh  cudB^  foased  cheir  ^^T'^^^^^rm     The  onljr 

ImI  y  tjy  0ne  or  more  of  its  Bembexs  m  other  bodr  m  the  list  vhich  attcmpiB 

ih«newlyMrdymad£tMmtotheBaB-  k.  k  the  Wonhipfiod  Society.     Thexr 

tn^m   eboMti  from   the   proftiminn  at  Act  » rtrii^gtat  enough  and  if  they  do 

brgr^     Ife  Ikrther  pwuMwea  thai  the  not  ahnyi  mcceed    in    their   piose- 

nMf  in^  tAitstations   ihoald  mntiiiT  cntioas^  it  is  rather  from  the  foree  of 

Uf  hre  on  m  independent   lomtilie  pttbfieofiinion  than  from  any  loop-hole 

tiffcUikHf  each  with  ito  own  Ubeaiy,  in  the  statote.     It  would  ieq[aiie»  in- 

rnmeatttf  and  kctnres.     If  we  had  a  deed»  screial  decinons  of  the  Queen's 

iro(4^on  the  Mfcj^ct,  we  should  propose  Bench  to  settle   what  is   meant   by 

that  the  new  boards  be  lather  added  «*piactiaing  as  an   apothecary.'*      A 

to  those  already  existing,  than  placed  friend  on  whom  Dr.  Kidd  lehes,  snp- 

as  enthigni^MTS  orer  them;    for  we  poses  the   piotectiiig   power   of   the 

haire  Hred  long  enoogh  in  the  worid  society  to  be  **  limited  to  mere  phmr- 

U>  hear  with  bat  little  expectation  of  raaey,  &.  e.  the  preparation  and  sale  of 

(be  ideal  perfections  of  non-existing  medicines.^      Tbis    is,    assoredlyv    a 

instittittons.    The  New  Boards  (one  in  mistake.     Any  one  may  either    sdU 

each  of  oor  three  capitals)  are  to  grant  physicv  or  practice  physic,  without  in- 

heenscs  **  to  piactiee  in  any  and  in  all  fringing  the  Act.     It  is  the  jonctioa 

the  three  brsnebes,  into  whieh  the  of  the  two  which  erodes  the  galTanie 

profession  Is  actually  and  always  must  battery  of  the  law. 
be  dirided,"  and  the  examination  is  to         The  "  ProYincial  Physician,'*  whooe 

ha  tneh  as  to  shew  the  candidate  to  be  learned  and  eccentric  pen  we  imme- 

dniy  qtulilied  to  practise  either  as  a  diately  recognised*,  desircs  no  altera- 

physiciaoy  surgeon,  or  general  prac-  tion.     Far   from   sympathising  with 

titioner.     As   to  the  scheme  of  the  those  headstrong  and  headlong  refbr- 

boards  giving  titles  as  well  as  licenses,  mers  or  upsetters,  who  would  change 

which  Dr.  Kidd  attributes  to  some  of  our  very  names,  and  cannot  abide  the 

the  adTocates  of  medical  reform,  he  style  of  physician  qr  apothecary,  he  is 

tfiinks  it  useless;    for,  provided  the  for  retaining  all  our  present  institutions, 

board  gives  the  general  license  to  prac-  Our  three  great  English  eorporatioiis, 

tice,  **  it  would  appear  that  the  essen-  with  the  druggists,  those  humble  allies 

tial  point  is  gained,  as  far  as  individuals  who  close  the  rear,  all  come  in  for  a 

are  concerned."     Not  so,  Dr.  Kidd.  share  of  his  praise.    The  Coll^;e  of 

An  open-handed  board  is  wanted,  to  Physicians   he  esteems,    for    having 

bestow   the   title  of  M.D.  on  every  been     a    model    to    the    profession 

comer,  and  to  make  the  degree  very  which  it   has  ennobled.      The  Col- 

sespeotaUe  besides.    The  Irishman  in  lege  of  Surgeons  he  admires  as  a  body 
the  story  is  not  the  only  person  that       «  i„  iMakln^  or  the  Apothecaries'  Sodety.  te 

ever  wished  an  appk-pie  to  be  made  SJ'V^SXi^^^^^^^^^ 

all  of  quinces.  it.    That  it  hai  not  protected  ate  memben.    Not 

.    •^,  .   .    .       1.  J      _    1 .V-.  extlnirolfhed  the  quack     N ft  brought  the  dnir> 

Another  pomt  touched  on  by  the  gistto  hlibiarhifi.   Butthisunotthetiisit  of 

Profe«or.  is  the  wwt  of  legal  ptotec-  ^^^  ^Hj.ff„  of ^jta  ^mpgin^^ 

turn,  which,  he  S^S,  scarcely  Ofte  of  the  ration  U  not  a  aplrit.    it  does  not  poeeess  nbi- 
ievcnteen  lioensing  bodies  can  alTord      ^«  roro«  of  rtopfiing  c(ral4  no  farther  |o ! 
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of  volunteers.    Ambition,  not  the  pain-  SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER, 

ful  compulsion  of  law,  urges  on   the  ^y^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  Si^  ^^^^^  Cooper 

crowds  who  yearly  obtain  its  diploma,  has  for  some  time  suffered  from  an  alarming 

The  Apothecaries  he  praises,  too,  but  *ttack  on  the  chest,  for  which  he  has  heen 

does  not  agree  with  them  when  they  ""^^r^  ^J  ^'-  ^"^^^  ^*^^  whom.  Dr. 

^  .                                             ^  Chambers  has  been  more  recently  associated, 

lament  the  existence  of  practising  drug-  The  account  of  to-day  (Thursday)  is  that  he 

gists.      "  The  Apothecaries   are   they  has  had  an  indifferent  night,   and  id  not 

who  bewail  their  lot:  or  lend  them-  otherwise  improved. 

selves  to  mischief-makers,  which  ululate  '      '        _ 

,%,  ,^.^i^  «i        1                 ^i.        A  ^    1  A  REFORM  OF  THE  MEDICAL 

in  their  abused  name.    These  deluded  ^^„„^«  .„,,^^,r, 

^1                    1  •        r  .u     J         .  .  CORPORATIONS, 

gentlemen  complain  of  the  druffcasts ;  .                                   •  ^'         /.        • 

f.    ^  ^,                 .,       •  ,    ,  .         °^  -    '  A  DEPUTATION,  couRisting  of  vanous 

that  they  prescnbe  ;  that  they  practise.  genUemen  from  the  Colleges  of  Physi- 

That  they  abstract  unfairly  the  patients  cians  and  Surgeons,    and  Society  of 

of  the  apothecary."  Apothecaries,  waited  upon  Lord  Nor- 

The  plain  fact  is,  that  the  apotheca-  ^^^^7^  on  Monday  tlie  Ist,  on  the  «ub- 

t    xu  ...          '  ^     X,       1  f  iect  of  medical  reform,  more  particu- 

nes.  by  then:  nse  m  society,  have  left  a  j^^jy  ^.j^h  reference  to  certain  confe- 

gap  which  has  been  filled  up  by  the  rences  which  have  recently  been  held 

druggists.    Sixpenny  fees  have  no  at-  between  the  bodies  whom  they  sevc- 

tractions  to  those  who  can  get  half-  ^"^  represented.      The  following  is 

J                   J        X  I'l  Riven  in  the  Lancet  of  last  week  as  the 

crown  ones;  and  poor  men  do  not  like  Recommendations  contained  in  the  re- 

to  thrust   them    on  those    who  take  port  of  the  Committee  appointed  b^  the 

them  grudgingly ;    or,  in  the  quaint  College  of  Physicians  ;  it  will  be  found 

language  ofthe"  provincial  physician,"  *o  contain  someof  thcee  concessions 

they  "  are  loath  to  knock  at  the  repul-  ^'^ch  we  dwelt  upon  in  p  recent  arUqie. 

sive  door  of  the  belackeyed  surgeon."  ,   "  The  Committee  appomled  by  the  Col- 

TT                                          ;  .1              t'^  Icffe  of  niysictans  to  confer  with  the  aepu- 

However  we  may  regret  that  so  diffi-  ^^n  from  the  College  of  Surgeons,  knd 

cult  an  art  as  physic  should  be  prac-  the   Society  of  Apothecaries,  hanng  care- 

tised  by  men  of  such  slender  acquire-  '"^   investigated    the   wiou   griOTmces 

.         .1           ...       ^ -,         .  ^     «.  •  oomphuned  of  in  the  sevecvl  petitionfl  to 

me nts  as  the  majority  of  druggists,  it  is  Parliament  for  Medical  Reform,  and  having 

not  easy  to  propose  a  remedy  for  the  coii^idered  the  communications  ttom  difFer- 

anomaly,  which  shaU  be  at  once  agree-  ent  bellows   •  of  their  view»,  as  to  any  or 

..    ^,            ..             .,         °  ..  iirhat  chanres  ra  the  present  constnution  of 

able  to  the  profession  and  the  public,  the  College  can  be  effected  with  safety  to 

The  conservative  physician  proposes  to  the  great  objects  of  the  College,'  submits  the 

allow  the' druggist  to  practise  in  his  following  report:—       .  .     ^      _.^       ^ 

,            ,     °°       ^    '^     -     ,       .  ^ ,  The  grievances  lulegod  m  the  petitiunt  for 

own  house,  but  to  enforce  the  law  if  he  ^^^m  may  be  stated  as  foUows  : 

attempts  to  visit.     '*  Drive  back  the  de-  L  The  want  of  a  general  registration  of 

linqucnt  to  his  counter."     We  fear  that  licensed  practitioners. 

.     c  L\            /••              iit-xx  2.  The  absence  of  uniformity  of  education 

most  of  the  profession  would  object  to  ^  qualifications  in  Enghmd.  Ireland,  and 

the  first  half  of  his  proposal,  and  many  Scotland,  and  that  lioences  to  practise  ob- 

of  the  public  to  the  second.  tained  in  one  country  are  invalid  in  the 

A«    another  exaspcratiiig  topic   he  "^^  g^'^self.election  to  the  feUowship  of  the 

cites  tlie  salaries  of  the  Union  surgeons,  College  of  Physicians,  to  the  Council  of  the 

and  recommends  them  to  be  refused,  College  of  Surgeons,  and  to  the  Court  of 

as  the  proper  remedy.     The  Cornish  Assistants  and  Examinera  of  the  Soc>e(|r  of 

.         .     .       ,                /    ,                   ,     .  Apothccanes. 

Association  has  resolved  not  to  admit  4.  Tae  exclusion  of  the  licentiates  of  the 

as  a'member  any  one  who  is  sent  down  College  of  Physicians  from  the  use  of  the 

by  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners.  This  ^^rTfT"^  T"?™  "^  ^^ -^lltf '  ..H«.«f 

^  5.  The  want  of  some  legislative  enactment 

looks  well,  certainly;    and  we  gladly  respecting  the  licensing  of  duly  quaUfied 

accept  it  as  an  earnest  of  better  times  persona  as  chemists  and  druggists. 
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6.  The  want  of  some  body  or  board  to  cine  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  who  hare 
whom  all  questions  of  medical  police,  pnblic  obtained  their  license  to  pracdae,  prorided 
health,  &c.,  should  be  referred.  those  universities  shall  have  adopted  a  cur- 

7.  The  absence  of  some  restriction  upon  riculum  of  medical  study  equal  to  that  which 
quacks  and  venders  of  quack  medicines.  the  College  requires. 

Whh  respect  to  the  last  complaint,  the  6.  That  it  is  desirable  that  uniform  me- 

necessity  for  some  restrictions  upion  quacks  dical  qualifications  should  be  demanded  of 

or  quack  medicines,  the  Committee  is  of  all  candidates  for  the  degree  of  M.D.  in 

opinion,   that  any  future  legislative  ennct-  England,   Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and  that 

ments  upon  that   subject,    if    such    were  the  degree  of  M.D.  so  obtained  in  either 

deemed  adviseable,  should  be  entirely  irre-  country  should  henceforth  confer  a  right  to 

spective  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  practise  in  all,  provided  the  graduate  shall 

should  demand  only  the  interference  of  the  have   enrolled   himself  in  the  College    of 

dvil  magistrate.  Physicians  of  the  country  where  he  resides. 

As  regards  the  other  allegations  contained  7.  That  doctors  in  medicine  from  foreign 

in  the  petitions,  the  Committee  think  that  universities,  or  from  such  British  univeni- 

oertain  changes  may  be  effected  with  safety,  ties  as  shall  not  assimilate  their  quahfica- 

and,  in  its  judgment,  with  advantage  to  the  tions  for  the  degree  of  M.D.  to  those  oon- 

College  of  Physicians ;  and  which  will  re-  templated  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  shall 

medy  the  evils  complained  of,  as  far  as  they  be  admitted  into  the  oi^r  of  licentiates 

relate  to  the  College.  upon    producing    testimonials    of    having 

The  Committee,   fully  appreciating  the  fulfilled  the  course  of  medical  study  now 

difficulty  of  the  task  confided  to  it,  begs  to  enjoined  by  the  college,  and  after  having 

submit  to  the  College  the  foQowing  state-  undergone  the  usual  examinations  by  the 

ment  of  the  alterations  which  it  believes  to  censors, 

be  desirable  at  the  present  time.  8.  That  the  College  of  Physicians  should 

have  only  one  Board  of  Examiners  and  a 

usoLunoNS  OF  THE  cowMiiTBB.  uniform  system  of  examination  for  all  can. 

1.  That  it  is  expedient  that  all  physicians  didates  for  their  license,  and  that  the  order 
now  practising  Uiroughout  England  and  of  extra-licentiates  should  be  abolished. 
Wales,  with  a  diploma  of  M.D.  obtained  9.  That  in  any  new  legislative  enactments 
from  any  British  University,  and  who  have  that  might  be  necessary  to  carry  the  fore- 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  should  going  resolutions  into  effect,  powers  might 
be  entitled  to  admission  into  the  order  of  be  vested  in  visitors  appointed  by  the  Crown 
licentiateB  of  the  College,  without  any  ex-  (or  in  some  other  controlling  body),  to 
amination,  but  upon  the  payment  of  fees  whom  all  new  by-laws  of  the  College  of 
hereafter  to  be  determined.  Physicians  should  be  submitted  for  their 

2.  In  order  to  do  away  with  the  principle  approbation. 

of  self-election,  the  lieentiates  of  the  College  Lastly,  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  thai 

Shan  henceforth  nominate,  annually,  a  cer-  if  the  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Physidana 

tain  number  from  their  own  body,  for  dec-  should  express  their  willingness  to  modify 

tion  into  the  fellowship,  and  from  whom  the  their  statutes  to  meet  the  wishes  of  phy- 

fellows  shall  select  one-half.     Hie  nomi-  sidans    throughout    the  country,    and  to 

nation  to  be  conducted  by  ballot,  a  ballot-  &cilitate  the  admission  into  thdr  body  of 

ing-paper  having  been  transmitted,  on  a  all  duly-educated  persons  by  the  altering 

given  day,  to  eadi  licentiate,  whose  address  the  mode  of  dection  into  the  fellowship, 

appears  on  the  CoUege  list.    The  number  of  they  would  be  authorised  to  claim  from  the 

licentiates  to  be  nominated  in  each  year  to  L^islature  a  confirmation  and  extension  of 

be  determined  by  the  college.  the  jurisdiction  of  the  College,  so  as  to  render 

3.  That  henceforth  the  licentiates  shall,  it  effective  for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
under  certain  regulations,  have  access  to  the  of  thdr  branch  of  the  profession  throughout 
library  and  museum  of  the  College.  England  and  Wales. 

4.  That  the  University  of  London  having  

required  for  the  degree  of  M.D.   a  high 

standard  of  education,  which  is,  to  a  great  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF 

extent,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  ESQUIROL. 
College  of  Physicians,  the  CoUege  will  be 

ready  to  admit  into  the  order  of  licentiates  John  Stephen  Dominic  EsauiaoL  was 

the  doctors  in  medicine  of  that  university,  bom  at  Toulouse,  in  1772,  of  a  family  much 

provided  that  they  shall  respectively  have  esteemed  in  the  town,  as  wdl  for  thdr  pri* 

attuned  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,   and  vate  virtues  as  for  the  services  which  they 

that  the  censors  shall  have  assisted  at  their  had  rendered  their  feUow-dtixens.     At  Uw 

medical  examinations.  beginning  of  the  Revolution  there  was  a 

5.  That  similar  or  equivalent  privileges  frightful  scarcity  in  France,  and  the  mob  of 
shall  be  aooortied  to  the  graduates  in  medi.  Toulouse  was  just  going  to  call  for  the  beads 
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of  the  engrossers,  when  Esquirol's  father,  between  the  master  and  the  scholar,  that  their 
being  informed  that  there  was  a  stock  of  acquaintance  once  formed,  soon  changed,  on 
com  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  ordered  the  part  of  Pinel,  into  paternal  affection ;  on 
it  to  be  brought  immediately,  and  pledged  that  of  Elsquirol,  into  filial  love, 
his  fortune  for  the  payment.  Though  he  Pinel  had  struck  the  fetters  off  the  lunatics 
was  rich,  his  fortune  was  hardly  equal  to  so  in  the  Bicetre ;  he  had  published  his  immor- 
enormous  an  expense,  and  he  would  have  tal  TraiU  de  la  Manie,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
been  ruined,  to  save  tiie  lives  of  his  fellow-  Pussin,  who  was  placed  under  him  as  super- 
citizens,  if  the  town  had  not  discharged  the  intendent,  he  had  effected  cures,  which  were 
debt  so  nobly  contracted  by  one  of  its  repre-  the  more  surprising,  as  he  had  to  treat  none 
sentatives.  Such  actions  could  not  fedl  to  but  lunatics  supposed  to  be  incurable,  and 
make  a  lively  impression  on  the  mind  of  who  had  already  undergone,  in  vain,  the 
Esquirol,  who,  though  quite  young  then,  treatment  of  the  Hdtel-Dieu.  This  was 
already  possessed  the  high  mond  qudities  of  merely  physical,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
which  his  life  was  the  continued  expansion.  a  few  modifications,  such  as  is  still  employed 

Esquirol  began  his  studies  at  the  College  in  some  of  our  establishments.    The  NoiO' 

de  VBaquille,  at  Toulouse.     He  then  went  graphie  Phiiosophiqne  had  also  appeared; 

to  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  to  attend  a  and  this  work,  which  has  gone  through  fif- 

course  of  philosophy ;  but  the  government  teen  editions,  had  immediately  become  the 

having    ordered    this    establishment   to  be  classic  book  of  students,  and  even  of  physi- 

closed,  he  returned  to  Toulouse,  where  he  cians.    Whether  Esquirol  thought  less  of  the 

commenced  his  medical  studies;  less,  per-  Nosographie    Philowphique    than    of  the 

haps,  in  consequence  of  a  decided  vocation  TraiU  de  la  Manie  (in  which  case  he  anti- 

for  the  art  of  healing,  than  with  the  view  of  cipated  the  judgment  which  has  since  been 

obtaining  the  place  of  officier  de  eanU  in  passed  on  the  two  works),  or  whether  a  se- 

the  army,  an  employment* quite  in  harmony  cret  inclination  carried  him  to  the  study  of 

with  the  mildness  of  his  character  and  the  mental  diseases,  he  chose  the  jatter  subject, 

habits  of  his  mind.     After  having  serVed  as  and  dedicated  his  whole  life  to  it.     E^ery 

surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Pyrenees,  he  re-  one  knows  the  rough  usage  of  lunatics  before 

turned  to  Paris  widi  the  intention  of  conti-  Pinel's  time :  they  were  purged,  bled,  loaded 

nuing  his  medical  studies.  Two  men,  equally  with  chains,  and    confined    in   dungeons ; 

celebrated,  and  equally  worthy  of  their  oele-  while  others  were  sent  to  the  gallies,  hung, 

brity,  filled  with  ardour  for  science,  and  ra-  or  burned,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 

tfaer  competitors  for  fame  than  professional  delirium,  and  the  countries  in  'wbkh  they 

rivals,  were  then  lecturing  on  clinical  medi-  lived. 

cine,  and  divided  between  them  the  pupils  of  In  order  to  cure  the  mad,  Pinel  undertook 

the  Parisian  school:   these  were  Corvisart  to  enlighten  persons  in  tiieir  senses,  and 

and  Pinel.  wrote  his  treatise  on  madness.     Hie  road 

Corvisart,  an  acute  observer,  as  well  as  a  being  opened,  Esquirol  entered  on  it :   he 

bold,  eloquent,  and  enthusiastic  professor,  attadied  nimself  to  Pinel,  and  followed  him 

drew  an  immense  concourse  of  auditors  to  in  his  climgue  among  the  lunatics  at  the 

the  Charity.     Pinel,  hesitating  and  timid,  Salpdtri^re,  where  he  collected  his  first  cases, 

not  knowing  how  to  lecture  formally,  but  He  admired  his  master's  science,  but  was  not 

only  to  chat  good-humouredly,  was  foUowed  dazzled  by  it.    Being  gifted  with  great  pene- 

in  his  visits  to  the  Salpetriere  by  a  number  tration,  a  clear  judgment,  and  wonderful  ac- 

of  pupils,  who,  in  zeal  and  knowledge,  were  tivity  of  mind,  Esquirol  thought  that  Pinel's 

nowise  inferior  to  those  who  thronged  the  method  might  be  improved,  and  undertook 

wards  of  the  Charity.     What  made  Pinel  to  do  it.    To  venture  to  do  more  and  better 

followed  were  two  most  valuable  qualities ;  than  Pinel  was  a  great  piece  of  boldness;  yet 

namely,  great  penetration  as  a  practical  phy-  he  had  this  boldness,  and  Pinel  himself  ap- 

sician,  and  great  clearness  as  a  professor,  plauded  it. 

When  you  heard  him  discuss  a  disease,  you  Esquirol  began  by  a  thesis  published  in 
would  have  thought  that  he  was  reading  out  1810,  on  '*  llie  Passions  considered  as 
of  the  book  of  nature.  A  few  clear  and  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Curative  Means  of 
simple  propositions  foimed  the  subject  of  Mental  Alienation."  This  thesis  is  not  less 
his  lectures,  and  they  were  set  forth  in  such  remarkable  for  the  justness  of  its  thoughts 
a  manner,  that  each  hearer  comprehended  than  for  the  propriety  and  elevation  of  its 
them  without  difficulty,  and  retained  them  style.  Esquirol  had  been  struck,  not,  as  a 
with  ease.  From  Corvisart  one  learned  modern  says,  by  the  analogies  between  mad- 
quickly;  from  Pinel,  with  accuracy.  {Chez  ness  and  reason,  for  they  are  contraries,  but 
Cortfieart  on  eavait  vite;  ehex  Pinel,  on  m-  by  the  points  of  similarity  between  the  con- 
vait  bien.)  dition  of  some  lunatics  and  that  of  persons 

Esquirol  attached  himself  to  Pind.   There  agitated  by  strong  (Missions  ;  and  from  the 

was  sudi  a  conformity  of  character  and  tastes  cases  which  he  had  collected  on  this  subject. 
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he  had  concluded,  that  madness  is  often  a  words  idioiie  and  monommue  are  his  own^ 

purely  moral  diseasei  and  curable  chiefly  by  and  have  become  classical. 

moral  means.  To  undertake  to  analyse  Esqairol's  works 

"  Do  you  see,''  he  said,  ''  that  man  with  on  madness,  would  be  to  undertake  the  en- 

an  inflamed  face,  conrulsed  features,  eyes  red  tire  history  of  the  disease;  as  there  is  not 

and  sparkling?     He  is  meditating  some  act  one  of   the  forms  which  it  puts  on   that 

of  vengeance.     He  is  uttering  the  sharpest  Esquirol  did  not  observe  and  describe.      He 

and  most  insulting  words :  his  voice  is  harsh  pointed  out  first  to  physicians,  and  then   t4> 

and  threatening ;  his  phrases  short,  quick,  magistrates,  the  existence  of  homicidal  mo- 

and  interrupted.     It  would  seem  that  the  nomania,  and  thus  saved  «mne  unfortunates 

organ  of  speech  is  not  sufficiently  moveable  from  liaathtind  the  in&my  of  the  ecafiolcl. 

to  express  the  ideas  whidi  ariie  in  «  disor-  The  memoirs  written  by  Esquirol  on  le|^ 

derly  crowd  in  his  imagination,   quickened  medicine  are  very  numerous.      They  vrere 

by  his  wrath."  chiefly  on  homicidal  monomania  and  moral 

And  in  another  place: — **  Do  you  see  liberty,  and  were  inserted  in  the  Aunaies 

that  young  man  near  the  woman  whom  he  d* Hygiene  Publigue  et  de  M^decine  lAgai^, 

adores.'      HIb  eyes  are  fixed;  his  face  turns  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and 

pale  and  red ;  his  respiration  is  frequent,  his  most  eminent  writers, 
words  interrupted.     Do  not  hia  deep  sighs.        While  he  was    chief   physician   to    the 

and  the  irregular  and  tumultuous  pulsations  lunatic  and  epileptic  patients  at  the  Salpe> 

of  his  heart,  betray  his  passioo  "i  The  image  triere,   Esquirol  gave  clinical  lecturea    on 

of  her  whom  he  loves  pursues  him ;  he  no  madness,   which    yearly  attracted   a  great 

longer  sleeps ;   he  forgets  to  eat,  and  grows  concourse  of  native  and  foreign  auditors.  Hiis 

thin.     Do  not  directly  oppoae  his  passion,  instruction,  where  the  cleverness  and  deli- 

for  he  is  capable  of  attempting  anyfiiing  to  cate  tact  of  the  professor  were  mingled  with 

obtain  the  hand  of  the  wom«Q   whom  it  his  profound  knowledge,  formed  those  phj- 

wotild  be  in  vain  to  refuse  him.     The  oppo-  sicians,  who  subsequently,  and  after  having 

sition  which  he  encounters  makes  his  desires  distinguished  themselves  by  their  labours  in 

more  energetic ;  he  knows  not  the  voice  of  this  branch  of  the  art  of  healing,  were  placed, 

his  relations,  and  misapprdiends  the  ooun-  (thanks  to  the  credit  which  Esquirol  justly 

sels  of  his  friends.    Wait  and  hope ;  time  enjoyed,)  at  the  head  of  great  lunatic  esta- 

and  absence  will  do  what  nei^r  advice,  blishments.      In  Germany,  in   Italy,    and 

authority,  nor  reason  could  effect.''  even  in  England,   the  nujority  of  special 

"  A  young  Italian  woman  had  gone'  mad  physicians,  Uiote  who  have  made  madness 

in  consequence  of  extreme  vexation.     A  fe-  the  chief  object  of  their  studies,  consider 

tmde  friend  sang  some  Italian  airs  before  her,  themselves  fortunate  in  having  attended  the 

and  the  patient,  who  was  much  agitated  and  lectures  at  the  Salp^triere,   aiid  in  being 

convulsed,   beoune  quiet    and    silent,   and  called  EsquiroFs  pupils.     They  are  really 

seemed  to  listen.    Tlte  physician  seised  on  so,  for  they  have  read  and  reflected  on  his 

this    indication ;    be    caused    music  to  be  works,  which  they  have  translated  into  their 

played  in  the  room  next  to  the  patient's,  and  language,  and  made  the  guide  of  their  practice, 
she  recovered  her  health. ' '  Esquirol  several  times  visited  all  the  lunatic 

Esquirol  always  recognized  and  proclaimed  asylums  in  France  at  his  own  expense ;  he 

the  efficacy  of  moral  agents;    ajid  in  the  described  them,  had  plans  of  them  engraved, 

whole  course  of  his  long  practice  he  em-  and  intended  to   publish  them   some  day, 

ployed  pharmaceutical  remedies  only  when  and  to  set  forth  in  detail  what  he  has  but 

the  aberration  of  thought  was  accompanied  slightly  touched  on,  namely,  Che  best  mode 

by  a  material  injury,  characterized  by  some  of   constructing    and    managing  a  lunatic 

bodily  symptom.  asylum.     This  work  we  shall  never  have, 

Some  time  after   having    published  his  as  Esquirol  did  not  leave  materials  suffi- 

thesis,  Elsquirol  became  the  assistant  of  Pinel  ciently  worked  out,  to  make  us  certain,  when 

at  the  Salp^tri^re ;  at  the  death  of  his  master  we  collect  them  together,  that  we  have  his 

he  succeeded  him,  and  remained  at  that  esta-  entire  scheme.     Yet  the  asylum  which  was 

blishment  until  1825, when  he  was  appointed  built  under  his  direction  at  Ivey-sur-Seiae, 

first  i^ysician  at  CharenM>n.  may  make  up  for  his  silence  to  a  certain 

During  his  residence  at  the  Salpetri^re,  point,  for  he  combined  there,  as  far  as  he 
(I  say  his  residence,  because  he  really  lived  could,  all  that  he  judged  capable  of  con- 
amidst  his  patients,)  Esquirol  became  a  tributing  to  the  cure  of  lunatics.  The  great 
writer  for  the  great  Diciionnaire  det  Sciences  establishments  in  France  destined  for  the 
Midieaie»t  in  which  he  inserted  long  and  treatment  of  lunacy,  have  been  partly  con- 
really  original  articles  on  idiocy,  mania,  structed  in  accordance  with  the  advice  and 
melancholy,  monomania, -dementia,  delirinm,  plans  of  Esquirol;  and  abroad,  where  his 
hallucinations,    and    deooKmomania.       The  counsels  and  name  wer6  not  less  venerated 
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tlisn  at  home,  we  hsve  Men  a  eorereifii-^  and  abusive  appellation?  had  been  addreaaed 
the  King  of  Sardinia — order  a  large  building,  to  him;  he  bore  them  without  saying  a 
originally  constructed  as  a  lunatic  asylum,  word,  and  if  he  remembered  them,  it  was 
to  be  turned  into  barracks,  and  a  new  edifice  not  to  accuse  their  authors,  but  to  give  me 
on  the  plan  of  the  French  physician  to  be  an  example  useful  to  my  repose, 
built  in  its  stead.  Esquirol  formed  the  The  timidity  of  Esquirol  never  degenerated 
finest  collection  in  existence  of  ancient  an'l  into  weakoess,  and  he  showed  courage  when 
modem  works,  French  and  foreign,  on  the  duty  or  honour  required  it.  At  one  time 
subject  of  madness ;  wstd  he  also  collected  he  defended  a  man  suspected  of  aristocratic 
several  hundred  skulls  and  casts  of  heads  to  principles,  and  on  his  trial  before  the  revo- 
assist  the  study  of  this  disease.  It  was  not  lutionary  tribvMal  at  Narbonne.  He  spoke 
for  himself,  but  rather  for  the  advancement  from  his  heart,  his  voice  was  wnrm,  his  iook 
of  science,  that  he  had  collected  these  valua-  animated,  and  he  astonished  by  his  bold- 
ble  materials,  for  they  were  at  the  service  of  ness.  The  audience  was  moved,  and  the 
every  one  who  wished  to  profit  by  them,  relenting  judges  consented  to  be  just  for  the 
To  obtain  this  favour  from  him,  and  to  be  nonce.  At  another  time,  when  he  had  become 
allowed  to  examine  his  MSS.,  it  was  by  no  a  man  of  influence,  he  prevented  the  sup- 
means  necessary  to  adopt  his  doctrines,  or  pression  of  the  college  of  Sor^se ;  it  was 
see  as  he  saw.  With  him,  every  one  enjoyed  tainted  with  liberalism,  and  he  was  quite 
perfect  liberty;  and,  if  he  esteemed  your  -aionarohical;  but  ha  was  tolenait,snd  desired 
character,  whether  you  were  his  pupil  or  not,  to  convince,  not  to  force.  On  another  ocea- 
obliged  to  him  or  not,  you  might,  without  sion  he  opposed  the  dismissal  of  a  Mont* 
fear  of  displeasing  him,  discuss  a  question  peUier  professor  accused  of  imparting  revo- 
with  him,  oppose  your  ideas  to  his,  and  if  lutionary  principles  to  his  pupils,  and  wished 
you  were  in  thie  right,  he  yielded  with  a  good  the  matter  to  be  left  to  the  cognisance  of  the 
grace,  for  his  self-love  did  not  suffer  in  the  ordinary  tribmals.  Onring  the  revoloticm 
least  by  it.  of  Jnly,  his  house  was  the  asylum  of  M.  de 

Though  religious  by  nature,  and  a  devoted  Montbsl,  who  was  then  a  minister, 

partisan  of  the  old  monarchical  creed,  he  When  Esquirol  came  to  Paris,   he  was 

was  far  from  requiring  any  one  to  approve  without  fortune  or  patronage,  and  he  lived  for 

ot  his  principles,  far  less  to  conform  to  his  several  years  in  a  state  approaching  to  dis- 

opinions.     All  that  he  asked  from  others  tress.     He  Kked  to  reeal  this  epodi  of  his 

wss  tolerance,  and  he  every  day  afforded  the  life  to  those  pupils  who  were  in  a  similar 

example  of  this  virtue.    Some  of  his  old  situation,  in  order  to  give  them  oowsge  and 

firiends  spoke  and  thought  like  him ;    the  the  hope  of  bettar  ttmca. 

younger  ones  all  belonged  to  a  party  con-  A  week   before  his    death,    and    when 

trary  to  him,  and  yet  he  loved  them  all  with  already  labouring  under  a  pulmonary  ga»- 

the  tenderness  of  a  father.     He  had  himself  grene' which  had  hindered  him  from  seeing 

made  the  remark,  that  those  in  whom  he  had  his  patients  at  jCharenton  that  day,  he  ciiose 

been  most  interested,  whom  he  had  invited  to  be  present  at  a  sitting  of  the  Council  of 

to  his  house  and  admitted  to  his  intimacy,  Health,  of  which  he  was  vice-prssideiit.   He 

far  from  sharing  his  opinions,,  had  almost  rctomed  very  ill,  feverish,  and  spitting  blood, 

always  attacked  them.     Thus  he  was  never  He  went  to  bed,  and  the  pulmonary  affection 

surrounded  by  flatterers,  a  very  rare  circum-  was  of  itself  not  serious ;  but  he  felt  so  weak, 

stance  in  the  high  position  which  he  occu-  that  from  that   moment,  MM.  Louis  and 

pied,  and  which  of  itself  would  suffice  for  his  Cayol,  who  were  called  in,  thought  his  life 

panegyric.  in  danger.     Esquirol  thought  so  too,  and 

Too  timid  to  make  his  way  in  the  world,  whatever  trouble  was  taken  to  deceive  him 

as  the  phrase  is,  he  owed  his  success  to  his  on  this  point,  he  prepared  to  die.     Without 

merit  alone.      He    neither    intrigued    nor  having  experieneed  any  but  physical  snffer- 

caballed,  he  felt  no  jealous  rivalry,  nor  was  ings,  as  calm  in  mind  as  when  in  his  best 

he  in  the  least  wretched,  when  some  com-  health,  he  foresaw  the  day  and  hour  of  his 

petitor  gained  the  day  over  him.     He  some-  deadi,  prepared  for  it  with  the  faith  of  a 

times  saw  enemies  attack  him  with  animosity ,  Christian,  and  expired  tranquilly  and  without 

and  he  pardoned  them;  he  saw  pupils  whom  a  struggle,  on  the  12th  of  December  1840, 

he  had  loved  turn  against  him,  and  he  did  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.    Esquirol  was 

not  love  them  the  less.     One  day  when  I  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  our 

was  complaining  to  him    of   the    attacks  era.     Henceforth  his  name  belongs  to  his- 

against  me,  and  let  him  see  how  much  I  tory,  and  it  will  not  perish.* 

suffered  from   the  whispered  and  printed    . __ , 

calumnies  to  which  I  was  exposed,  he  smiled,  «  Abridged  fl-om  a  life  by  M.  Leuret,  in  the 

and  consoled  me  by  renunding  me  of  his  own  O^fatte  Mldtcate,  Jan.  2, 1841. 

history.    When  he  published  his  first  works,  - 
he  had  been  violently  attacked;   improper 
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GICAL  SOCIETY.  more  fetiJ  than  tlwt  of  1838.     He  IxJiered 

it  was  not  8o  mncn  bo ;  for,  on  lefeiimg  to 

Jan.96, 1841.  ^^   Registrar  -  General's   Report    and    the 

Sir  B.  C.  Bbodib,  Bart.,  in  the  Chair.  weekly  list  of  deaths,  he  foond  thatt  the 

number  of  deaAs  from  small-poK  in  1838 

Theor,^  VaZme  Imflu^,  and  tie  re-  "PT^^       t'^^%  ^^J^im'"^, 

latZ^Zutmt  bttZn  the  cicatrix  and  f.J^  ff*«  ^^J^  ^^J^'*^, 

tie  eiaractcrkf  the  cantcutive  variola,  f-"*"™'  ^  ,^  '^  »»*  T TST^k!! 

B,  Gto.  GREOO.T.  M.D.,  PeUow  of  the  ""^  '"?"•.  ^  ^""^  STL^^ 

R^  College  of  Pbymcia^.  and  Physi-  "«"«*  '°»?,*^  '"SL'^^  eprfnmc  w« 

Horoital,   St.   Pancns.      Commnnicited  "^J^  !?  -j  .I' »  », , . 

by  Mr.  A.NOTT.  ^^-  ^^^^  «"d  that  the  nninber  of  <»» 
'  of  small-pox  now  occnmng  and  proving 
Tbb  obserrations  of  the  author,  m    the  f^trf,  ought  not,  in  any  comparison  of  this 
present  paper,  are  intended  to  pomt  out,  epidemic  and  that  of  1838,  to  be  ooDopared 
first,  the  alarming  increase  of  smaU-pox  in  ^^  the  numbers   for  the  whole  of  that 
the  metropolis,  as  shewn  by  the  books  of  the  q,idemic,  but  with  those  for  the  early  part 
Small-pox  Hospitol ;  and,  secondly,  the  in-  ^f  i^.    The  epidemic  of  1838  commenced  in 
sufficiency  of  the  appearance  of  the  cicatrix  fj^  autumn  of  1837,  just  as  the  present  did 
of  the  former  vaccination  as  a  test  of  the  in  October,  1840;    the  former  reacfacsd  its 
degree  of  protection  afforded  by  the  process,  extreme  height  in  May,  1838,  in  accordance 
Upon  the  first  point  he  adduces  the  fact,  that  ^^)^  ^i^  general  law  according  to   which 
the  admissions  in  the  first  three-quaiters  of  epidemics  of  small-pox  take  about  from  four 
1840  only  amounted  to   142,  bcirg  at  the  lo^  months  to  attain  their  acme,  and  then- 
rate  of  1 6  per  mensem ;  while  in  the  twenty-  ji^^t  the  same  time  again  in  declinmg.     He 
five  days  imroedUtely  preceding  the  reading  therefore    anticipated,    and   others    agreed 
of  the  paper,  they  amounted  to  93,  being  ^th  him  in  the  calculation,  that  the  present 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  4  /iw  diem— a  greater  epidemic  would  go  on  increasing  tiU  May  or 
number  than  was  ever  admitted  in  one  month  j^^e,  and  then  again  begin  to  declme.     His 
since  the  estabhahment  of  the  hospital  m  conclusion  as  to  its  severity  was  drawn  ftwn 
1746.     Of  316  cases  admitted  in  1840,  194  the  fact  that  the  numbers  admitted  into  the 
had  not  been  vaccmated ;  of  whom  87  died  hospital  were  increasing  weekly,  and  that  in 
of  45  per  cent. ;  120  had  been  vaccmated,  the  last  week  they  had  exceeded  the  greatest 
of  whom  only  8  died,  being  at  the  rate  of  7  per  n„niber  admitted  for  very  many  years, 
cent.  TberemainingtwohadhadthesmaU-pox        ^1,^  President  asked  whether  any  compa- 
previously.     Of  the  316  paticnU,  47  wwre  rfson  had  been  made  of  the  number  of  cases 
under  five  years  of  age,  of  whom  28  died ;  ^f  smaU-pox  that  occurred  in  the  three  last 
45  between  5  and  15,  of  whom  9  died ;  224  .  months  of  last  year,  and  in  the  three  cor- 
were  adults,  of  whom  58  died.     The  total  responding  n^onths  of  the  year  1837. 
mortaUty  95,  or  30  per  cent  on  the  pass        p^^  Gregory  repUed  that  he  had  unfortu- 
admissions.  nately  been  too  much  occupied  at  the  ho^ital 

With  reference  to  the  second  pomt,  the  ^^j^ng  the  last  month  to  make  the  researches 

author  entered  at  some  length  mto  an  ex-  necessary  to  esUblish  this  point ;    but  his 

plsnation  of  the  causes  by  which  the  many  impression  from    memory    was,    that    the 

observed  varieties  in  the  appearance  of  the  n^niber  during  the  last  year  was  somewhat 

cicatrices  may  be  explained,  and  presented  Yeu  than  in  1837. 

the  society  with  two  serin  of  weU-marked        j^^  Webster  said  that  the  weekly  returns 
cases,  in  the  first  of  which  severe  smaU-pox        q^^j  that  the  number  was  less :  there  was 

occurred  m  cases  presentmg  perfectly  normal  ^nt  one  week  m  the  last  year  in  which  the 

cicatrices  ;  whOst  in  the  second  the  opposite  ^^jhs  from  small-pox  were  more  numerous 

anomaly  praientcd  itself,   the  lightest  and  than  in  1837,  and  that  was  the  last  week  in 

truly  variceUoid  eruptions  co-existmg  with  the  year— a  dreumstance  which  might  lairly 

small  and  very  imperfect^cicatnces.     In  the  ^  attributed  to    deaths  which  had    been 

conclusion  of  his  paper  the  author  exprwses  omitted  in  previous  weeks,  being  put  down 

doubt  of  the  conclusion,  'caamglj  derived  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^        ,,  accounts, 

from  the  kte  expenmento  of  Mr.  Ceely,  of  j^^  there  was  some  error  of  this  kind  was 

Aylesbury,  of  the  idenbty  of  the  vaccme  and  rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  apparenUy 

variolous  poisons.  increased  mortality  of  the  last  week  of  the 

Dr.  Webster  said  he  thought  it  might  be  year  being  not  confined  to  small-pox,  but 

doubted,  notwithstanding  what  Dr.  Gregory  extending  over  many  other  diseases,  so  that 

had  adduced,  whether  the  small -pox  of  the  the  total  mortality  in  that  week  was  stated  to 
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be  considerably  greater  4han  in  either  the  he  beliered  that  if  a  few  slight  scratches 

preceding  or  the  succeeding  week.      The  were  made  carefolly  with  the  lancet,   the 

weekly  bills  now  published  showed  a  de-  operation  woald  succeed  as  well,   and  the 

creasing  mortality  from  small-pox,  and  he  disease  would  pass  through  as  regular    a 

could  not  help  tlunking  that  these  statistics  course,  in  children  of  a  week  or  two  old,  as  in 

were  more  to  be  relied  on  than  the  fact  of  those  of  older  growth, 

the  increasing  number  of  admissions  into  the  The  President  asked  whether,  in  the  cases 

Small' Pox  Hospital.      It  was  very  probable  of  small«pox  that  had  occurred  after  vaccina- 

that  the  admirable  arrangement  of  that  in-  tion  at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  it  had  been 

stitution,  and  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  determined    at  what    age    the   persons  so 

it  was  superintended  by  Dr.  Gregory,  would  affected  had  been  vaccinated, 

hare  a  great  effect  in  attracting  patients  Mr.  Amott  said  that  that  was  the  pith 

thither  ;   every  one  seized  with  small-pox  of  the  question  which  he  had  wished  to  have 

would  be  anxious  to  obtain  admission  there,  answered.     It  was  not  asked  whether  a  child 

where  he  was  sure  to  receive  the  best  care  two  months  old,   being  vaccinated,  would 

and  attention  that  could  be  afforded  him.  have  the  vaccine  disease  fully  developed  and 

Mr.  Amott  begged  to  ask  Dr.  Gregory  carried  through  its  usual  course,  but  whe- 

his  opinion  as  to  the  age  at  which  vaccina-  ther,  having  gone  through  that  course,  its 

tion  being  performed   was  most  likely  to  protective  influence  would  be  as  great  as  it 

secure  permanent  protection.     It  was  s^ted  would  have  been  if  performed  at  a  later 

in  the  paper  that  only  one  case  had  been  period. 

met  with  in  which  smsdl-pox  occurred  after  Dr.  Gregory  replied,  it  was  impossible  to 

vaccination  before  the  seventh  year,    and  answer  the  question.     The  greater  number 

that  was  in  a  child  that  had  been  vaccinated  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  were 

at  two  months  old.     He  had  himself  lately  adults,  whose  parents  were  dead,  or  absent ; 

witnessed  a  case  where  small-pox  occurred  these,  therefore,  could  only  know  what  their 

in  a  still  younger  child,  vaccinated  in  the  parents  had  told  them,  namely,  that  they 

second  month.     He  was,  therefore,  anxious  were  vaccinated  when  they  were  young ;  they 

to  know  whether  it  was  likely  that  vaccina-  could  not  be  expected  to  tell  the    exact 

tion,  performed  at  so  young  an  age,  afforded  a  month  of  the  operation :  and  even  when  the 

less  chance  of  success  than  that  done  at  a  later  parents  were  still  alive,  he  had  found  it  im- 

period.     It  was  well  known  that  children  at  possible  to  arrive  at  any  accurate  informa- 

the  breast  were  not  so  liable  to  the  reception  tion.     He  had  over,  and  over  again  asked 

of  morbid  poisons,  such  as  those  of  measles,  them  — when  was    this    child   vaccinated  ? 

scarlet  fever,  &c.  as  older  children  ;  and  in  Oh !    they  would  say,  when  he  was  very 

general  the  younger  the  child  was,  the  less  young.      But   how  young  ?    two,   six,    or 

likely  was  it  to  be  infected  by  these  diseases,  twelve    months  ?      Well,    they    commonly 

Did  this  peculiarity  extend  also  to  the  vaccine  answered,  somewhere  about  that  age,  sir.    He 

disease  ?  could  never  meet  with  parents  who  could  tell 

Dr.  Gregory  said,  that  he  believed  the  the  age  at  which  each  particular  child  was 

disposition  to  receive  the  vaccine  virus  did  vaccinated.     He  had  lately  lost  a  case  at  the 

not  depend  on  any  peculiarity  in  the  consti-  fiospital ;    it  was  that  of  one  of  a  family  of 

tution  of  the  young  child,  but  on  the  condi-  ten  children,  who  had  all  been  vaccinated  at 

tion  of  its  tissues,  which  rendered  it  difficult  Aylesbury  by  the  same  practitioner.     But 

to  insert  the  virus  fairly.     In  the  first  month  the  parents  could  not,  even    upon  careful 

or  two,  before  the  child  becomes  plump,  it  questioning,  remember  the  age  at  which  this 

is  extremely  difficult  to  insert  the  virus  so  particular  child  had  been  vaccinated ;  they 

that  its  full  effect  should  be  produced ;  but,  only  knew  that  they  were  all  regularly  sent, 

after  this  time,  the  operation  was  much  more  and  that  the  sum  of  one  pound  one  (not 

easy,  and,  in  the  majority  of  children,  could  eighteenpence,  but  one  pound    one)    was 

scarcely  &il  of  success.     He  should  be  glad  regularly   paid.     He  had,    therefore,  been 

to  hear  whether  the  experience  of   those  quite  unable  to  make  out  what  was  the 

around  him  agreed  in  this  respect  with  his ;  relative  value  of  the  operation  performed  in 

in  particular  be  would  ask  Mr.  Ceely,  of  different  months  of  early  life.     He  believed 

Aflesbury,  what  his  opinion  was  as  to  the  that  its  success  was  best  secured  by  choosing 

best  time  for  performing  vaccination.  that  period  when  the  course  of  the  disease 

Mr.  Ceely  said  his  experience  agreed  on  was  least  likely  to  be  interfered  with.     Of 

the  whole  with  that  of  Dr.  Gregory.     He  did  all  causes  of  interference  that  which  was 

not  think  there  was  any  thing  peculiar  in  most  to   be  avoided  was  teething ;   and  it 

the  constitution  of  the  very  young  child  that  was,  therefore,  advisable  that  the  operation 

would  prevent  the    vaccine  disease  going  should  be  done  before  the  sixth  month,  or 

through  its  regular  course.    The  condition  (as  in  some  children  this  process  commenced 

of  the  skin  in  the  first  two  months  was  an  very  early)  before  the  fifth  month.      And 

obstacle  only  to  that  mode  of  vaccination  again,' as  in  the  early  months  the  tissues 

which  is  effected  by  the  insertion  of  points ;  were  not  in  the  state  best  adapted  for  the 
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reoeptton  of  the  vlnis,  he  thought  that  the  exact  identity  of  the  rariolo-Yaociike  and  the 

fourth  month  waa  that  which  offei'ed  the  best  Taceine. 

prospect  of  permanent  success,  and  which        Mr*  Ceely  said  that,  in  his  own  practice, 

ahould  be  generally  adopted.     Difficult  as  it  he  had  found  no  constant  differenoe  between 

was  to  arrive  at  any  positive  conclusions,  yet  the  effects  of  the  varlolo-vaccine  and  the  old 

he  thought  he  had  of  late  been  able  to  make  vaccine  matter ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  the 

out  that,  when  vaccination  was  performed  differences,  when  they  ^d  occur,  depended 

later  than  the  end  of  the  second  year,  or,  on  any  thing  but  the  characters  of  tiie  patients. 

perhaps,  he  might  say,  in  adults,  the  pro-  He  had  been  amused  by  the  different  aocx>uatB 

bability  of  permanent  security  woa  not  so  sent  to  him  by  the  various    practitioners 

great  as  when  it  was  done  in  the  earlier  whom  he  had  supplied  with  his  new  lymph : 

periods  of  life.     He  could,  however,  only  some  wrote  to  him  that  they  oonld  diaoem  no 

throw  this  out  as  a  suggestion  requiring  many  difference  whatever  between  the  effects  of  the 

more  facts  for  its  full  establishment.  new  and  old  matter ;  others,  that  they  Iband 

Dr.  Webster  said  he  should  be  glad  to  the  new  lymph  more  active  and  violent  in  ita 

hear  from  Dr.  Gregory  whether  his  fiiith  in  effects ;  while  others  again  thought  its  action 

the  power  of  vaccination  had  at  all  decreased,  even  milder.    He  had  no  doubt  that  all  were 

It  was  evident  that  a  considerable  number  of  right ;    and  that  the  differenees  eadi   had 

cases  of  smaD-poz  after  vaccination    had  met' with  depended  on  the  peculiarity  of  the 

occurred  at  the  hospital,  and  among  them  circttmstances  in  which  they  had  used  it,  and 

many  deaths ;  he  could  not,  for  his  own  part,  of  the  soil  in  which  they  had  planted  it.     He 

but  suspect  that,  in  these  cases,  the  patients  believed  that  if  a  diveraity  of  patients  were 

were  mistaken  as  to  the  operation  having  vaccinated  with  it,  no  constant  peculiarity 

been  performed,  or  else  that  it  had  been  iS  would  be  observed.     Dr.  Gregory*8  patients 

performed.  were  generally  all  of  (me  class,  and  all  placed 

Dr.   Gregory  said  the  best  evidence  he  in  nearly  similar  circumstances ;  and  hence 

could  give  of  his  faith  in  the  power  of  vac-  the  r^fularity  of  the  effects  of  the  virus  upon 

dnation  was  the  fact  stated  in  the  paper,  them.     The  popular  opinion  in  his  neq^- 

that  of  those  who  had  small-pox,  without  bourhood,  where  he  had  used  the  new  lymph 

being  vaccinated,  forty-five  in  one  hundred  tor  the  last  two  years,  was,  that  it  was  rather 

died ;  while  of  those  who  had  it  after  vac-  more  active  than  that  which  had  been  used 

eination,   with  all  the  doubts  and  chances  for  many  years ;   and  probably  this  was,  to 

connected  vrith    the  mode    in    which    the  some  extent,  true.     But  the  differenee  was 

operation  was  performed,  only  seven  per  cent,  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  other  peculiarity 

died.     He  would  take  this  opportunity  of  in  the  lymph  than  its  bei^g  new ;  for  it  was 

the  members  of  the  Society,  and  oonstmtly  found  that    tbe  more  reeentlj 


especially  Mr.  Ceely,  what  had  been  the  lymph  has  been  taken  from  the  cow  the 

result  of  their  experience  in  the  use  of  the  more  energetic  is  its  aetioh,  and  this  whether 

variolo-vaceine  matter;  he  meant  the  fluid  it  be  the  common  vaccine  or  the  variirto- 

which  had  been  obtained  by  that  gentleman  vaccine. 

by  inoculating  the  cow  with  variolous  matter|  A  member  having  asked  Dr.  Gregory  his 

and    thus    generating,  as    was  supposed —  opinion  respecting  the  value  of  revaodnatioo, 

though,   he  thought,  on  evidence  not  yet  and  the  age  at  which  the  second  operation 

sufficient — ^the  true  vaccine  matter.   His  own  had  better  be  performed,  he  replied  that  it 

experience  of  it  had  of  late  been  rendered  was  only  within  the  hst  few  years  that  he 

extensive  by  his  having  had  to  attend  to  the  had  had  much  experience  in  the  practice ; 

vaccination  of  the  patients  during  the  illness  for  that  till  lately  it  had  been  carried  on  only 

of  the  surgeon.    He  believed  that  the  variolo-  in  the  higher  ranka  of  society,   and  mm 

vaccine  produced  effects  by  which  it  might  scarcely  ever  resorted  to  among  the  daas 

always  be  distinguished  from  the  old  vaccine;  from  whom  the  patients  of  the  SmoU-Boz 

the  areola  was  always  of  a  remarkably  fidl  Hospital  were  drawn.     In  late  years,  how« 

red,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  vesicle  there  waa  ever,  he  had  seen  much  of  it,  and  had  seen 

always  a  small  green  point.    Mr.  Ceely  had  several  cases  (some  of  which  were  related  in 

described  it  as  like  the  emerald  set  in  the  his  paper)  in  which  small-pox  had  occurred 

pearl ;  the  old  vaccine  vesicle  was  likened  to  after  revaccfaiation.    The  case  to  which  %e 

the  pearl  set  in  the  rose ;  but  this  resembled  had  already  alluded  presented  some  points  of 

the  emerald  in  the  pearl  with  the  rose  around  interest  in  reference  to  revaodnation.    Ten 

it.      By  these  characters  he  was  sure  he  children  in  the  same  femily  had  all  been 

could  always  tell  the  effects  of  the  variolo-  vaccinated  in  their  infancy   by  the  same 

vaccine  ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  he  had  surgeon,  and  as  neariy  aa  poMible  under  the 

observed  that  its  effects,  both  locally,  in  the  same  circumstances.      One  of   them    had 

extent  and  intensity  of  the  areola,  and  on  the  lately  died  of  small -pox.      Eight  of  the 

constitution,  were  more  severe  than  those  of  remaining  nine  were  at  once  revaccinated :  in 

the  old  lymph.     He  thought,  therefore,  that  half,  the  vaccine  disorder  passed  through  all 

we  ougl^  to  hesitate  before  admitting  the  its  stages  as  regukriy  and  fully  as  if  the  ope* 
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ration  had  never  been  performed  before ;  in  voided,  amounting  to  five  or  tUx  ounces,  will 

be  other  half  nothing  but  an  irritatmg  pimple  be  found,  on  adding  a  small  quantity  of  mu- 

;aa  produced.    There  was  no  difference  re-  riatic  acid,  to  yield  a  copious  precipitate  of 

arable  to  age  and  distance  of  time  from  the  beautiful  rose-pink  acicular  crystals,  which 

)rmer  vaccinations  in  these  cases.     Some  of  weigh,  after  being  allowed  to  settle  for  a  day, 

je  youngest  children  had  the  disease  strongly  about  fifteen  grains."     The  body  thus  pro- 

larked,  and  some  of  the  eldest ;  in  others  dnced  by  the  agency  of  vital  chemistry  is 

f  each  class  it  produced  scarcely  any  effect,  bippuric  acid,  and  is  found  to  have  taken 

'le  thought  there  was  something  yet  to  be  the  place  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine,  more  of 

lade  out  respecting  that  condition   which  the  latter  being  discoverable.     By  thus  sub- 

enders  an  individual  incapable  of  receiving  stituting  hippurate  of  soda,  a  salt  of  easy 

the  benefit  of  vaccination  ;  and  till  this  was  solubility,   for  the  very  sparingly   soluble 

done  he  could  only  say,  in  reference  to  the  urate  of  that  alkali,   the  author  conceives 

operation  of  re  vaccination,  that  it  should  be  that  the  formation  of  the  tophous  concre- 

done  empirically.     It  was  not  improbable  tions  may  be  altogether  prevented. 

that  by  it  the  individual  obtained  a  better  rm-i.-i?j-                  i--vi.«       j^i. 

chance  of  immunity  from  gmaU-pox.  but,  ">«  bnef  duoussjon  which  follorred  the 

whether  be  really  did  so  or  not,  it  wm  im-  I'f^,  "^J""*  P*?."  «^'?*«J  "^'•'f  «^ 

possible  at  preseit  to  decide  nnequirocally.  f{f"*''     .?*«  meeting,   which  wa»  a  rery 

Sf/iik  refen^ce  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  f"ll  °ne,  adjourned  at  half-pMt  ten  o'clock. 

Ceely  concerning  the    irregularity  of   the 

effects  of  the  variolo  vaccine,  he  would  point  CASKS  OF 

out  this  fact  as  an  evidence  of  its  not  being  DISLOCATIONS    AND    FRACTURES 

identical  with  the  old  vaccine.     In  the  latter 

there  was  no  irregularity ;   in  the  patients 

vaccinated  with  it  at  the  Hospital  on  Mondays 

and   Taesdays,   he  always  felt  sure  of  the  Br  Dr.  Schuk,  of  Vienna. 

kind  of  vesicles  which  they  would  return  

with  on  the  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  follow-  Case  I. — F.  A.,  set.  24,  of  a  strong  con- 
ing; but  in  those  vaccinated  on  Thursdays  stitution,  was  sitting  one  evening  at  his  work, 
with  the  variolo-vaccine,  there  was  no  when  a  companion  sitting  behind  suddenly 
such  regularity ;  matter  used  on  Thursday,  called  out  so  as  to  frighten  him ;  he  looked 
the  1st,  would  produce,  perhaps,  a  severe  round  quickly,  and  at  the  same  instant  felt  a 
form ;  the  matter  taken  from  this  on  the  crack  in  his  neck,  and  could  not  move  his 
8th,  would  generate  a  mild  disease ;  and  head  back  again.  On  the  next  day  when  he 
this  last  again,  on  the  15  th,  would  be  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  he  presented  the 
followed  by  a  severe  one.  In  all  this  the  following  symptoms : — ^llie  face  was  turgid; 
variolo-vaccine  differed  from  vaccine,-  and  the  head  twisted  to  the  right  side,  and  ap- 
resembled  variolous  matter,  of  which  it  was  proximated  to  the  right  shoulder ;  the  left 
well  known  that  there  was  no  certainty  side  of  the  neck  somewhat  cracked,  the  right 
whether  the  matter  from  a  case  of  mild  disease  rather  hollowed ;  pain  increased  by  pressure 
would  produce  a  disease  of  like  degree,  at  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  in  the  part  cor- 
Only  lately  he  had  seen  a  case  in  which  responding  to  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
inoculation  from  the  mildest  varioloid  vesicles  vertebrae.  Every  attempt  to  give  the  head 
had  produced  the  most  severe  confluent  and  neck  another  direction  was  useless  and 
variola.  Pkx>m  all  this,  therefore,  he  could  not  painful:  the  direction  of  the  upper  spinous 
but  repeat  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  assume  process  could  not  be  accurately  followed  by 
the  identity  of  the  variolo-vaccine  and  the  the  finger ;  the  muscles  of  the  neck  were  by 
vaccine  before  it  had  been  more  completely  no  means  morbidly  tense ;  the  patient  com- 
established  by  a  number  of  carefully  asoer-  plained  of  weakness  of  the  right  upper  ex* 
tained  facts.  tremity,  and  could  raise  it  only  wiUi  diffi- 
culty; he  could  also  not  press  with  the 
On  Cou/y  OmcreiionM ;  with  a  New  Method  fingers  of  his  right  hand  nearly  so  forcibly 
of  Treatment,  By  Alkxandka  Ur*,  u  he  could  with  those  of  the  left.  The  other 
Esq. ;  communicated  by  the  President.  functions  were  normal. 
The  author's  intention,  in  the  few  remarks  I  at  once  made  an  attempt  at  reduction, 
contained  in  this  paper,  is  to  introduce  to  by  drawing  the  head  straight  upwards  by  the 
the  profession  a  remedy  which  he  believes  to  chin  and  the  occiput,  and  by  fixing  the  pa- 
be  likely  to  prevent  the  formation  of  tophous  tient's  shotdder  as  he  sat  on  the  ground ;  but 
concretions  in  gouty  subjects.  The  remedy  in  vain.  In  the  evening  the  same  attempt 
in  question  is  benzoic  acid,  administered  in  was  repeated,  but  again  without  success  : 
doses  of  one  scruple  an  hour  after  a  meal,  neither  this  nor  the  first  gave  him  any  pain. 
"  In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours  (as  the  Leeches  and  cold  lotions  were  applied, 
author  has  found  by  frequent  experimenta  On  the  second  day  after  the  accident  the 
made  upon  himself  a.id  others),  the  urine  patient  complained  of  an  increase  of  weak- 
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nesfl  in  the  right  arm,  and  a  sensation  as  if 
it  were  aaleep.  To  exert  more  force,  I  now  in 
some  measure  altered  my  mode  of  attempt- 
ing reduction.  I  made  the  patient  lie  on 
his  back  in  bed ;  his  shoulders  were  fixed 
by  two  linen  towels  passed  round  them, 
an  extennon  was  made  with  a  handkerchief, 
passed  under  the  chin,  while  an  assistant 
held  up  the  occiput  in  both  his  hands.  After 
a  gradually  increased,  and  at  last  considera- 
ble extension  had  been  made,  both  the  pa- 
tient and  the  assistant  felt  a  crack  or  snip 
in  the  neck;  and  when  the  extension  was 
gradually  remitted  and  had  ceased,  the  head 
and  neck  stood  in  their  right  position,  and 
could  be  moved  to  eithe^  side,  though  not 
without  some  pain  on  the  left  side  of  the 
neck.  The  weakness  of  the  right  arm  re- 
mained. 

The  day  after  the  right  arm  waa  still  of 
but  little  use.  On  the  next  day  giddiness 
and  confusion  of  the  senses  came  on,  with  a 
frequent  pulse  and  a  tendency  to  sleep.  Ten 
ounces  of  blood  were  drawn :  the  patient 
during  the  operation  became  fiunt  and  waa 
convulsed ;  but  afterwards  lost  the  giddiness 
and  rapidity  of  pulse,  and  gained  more  power 
over  his  arm.  On  the  following  days  he 
continued  to  improve,  and  on  the  ninth  day 
from  the  accident  was  perfectly  recovered. 

This  case,  the  author  remarks,  seemed  to 
merit  publication,  because,  like  those  of 
Desault  (Boyer,  T.  iv.  103.)  and  of  Suffert 
(BuaVa  MagaziHt  Bd.  xxxiv.  S.  442)  it  was 
produced  merely  by  the  sudden  rotation  of 
the  head,  and  thus  had  its  symptoms  un- 
complicated, so  as  to  shew  clearly  what  are 
the  signs  of  a  simple  dislocation  of  an  oblique 
articular  process,  and  whether  the  stretching 
of  the  spinal  cord  in  an  attempt  at  reduction 
be  a  matter  of  indifference  or  not. — Oeater- 
retch,  Jahrb.  Bd.  xxx.  St.  iv. 
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Hooping  Cough aft 
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Dvaentery I 
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Respiration   4SS 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 16 
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Organs  of  Digestion    68 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed 8 

Ovarian  Dropsy    I 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumatism I 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer   0 

Tiatula 0 

Diseaaes  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  19 

Old  Age  or  Natural  D^cay lis 
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rance     21 
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28  42 
89  43 
31  43 
36      41 
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30*14       30)0 


30*00 
30*14 
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30-11 

sut 

30*21 


25      33        30*15       30*21 
20      29        29-99      29* 

Wind,  West  on  the  27th ;  S.W.  on  the  98th  ; 
North  on  the  29th ;  S.W.  on  the  30kh ;  S.B.  and 
East  on  the  Slat  ult;  N.B.  on  the  Ist  inst.  ami 
folTowinfr  day. 

On  the  97tn.  momin? overcast,  otherwise  clear. 
The  28th.  mominr  clear,  afternoon  overcast* 
evening  hazy.  The  29tn,  eveninfc  overcast, 
otherwise  clear.  The  30th,  morning  oveir«st« 
afternoon  foggy,  evening  cloudy,  with  small  rain. 
The  Slat  ult.  overcast,  rain  in  the  morning,  and 
snow  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  'rhe  lit 
inst.  overcast,  snowing  frequently  during  the 
day.  The  2nd,  afternoon  clear,  otherwise  cloudy, 
with  snow  in  the  morning  ana  evening. 

Rain  and^nelted  anow,  'H  of  an  incn. 
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LECTURES  with  peculiar  difficulties :  and,  accordingly, 

Q^  f  i,g  our  knowledge  of  these  diseases  is  less  pre- 

»,^,-..T^,T>*  ^«    A  ^TTx    «», .  ^»,*^«    ^«      ^^  ^^^^  of  the  diseases  of  most  other  parts 
PRINCIPLES   AND    PRACTICE    OF      of  the  body. 

PHYSIC,  1.  One  source  of  difficulty  lies  in  the 

Delivered  at  Kinoes  College,  London,         circumstance  that  the  stinicture  of  the  ner- 
^«  vCT^i*  »»  -.i..«y  •  i^u**cyr,  xjvfiwn,         ^^^^  systcm  has  uo  perceptible  or  understood 

By  Dh.  Watson.  connexion  with  its  functions.     We  do  not 

discover  in  the  mechanism  of  this  system 

'  that  adaptation  of  means  to  an  end  wluch  is 

Lecture  XXI.  so  conspicuous  in  many  other  parts  of  the 

IWw««t  </  M<  Bram  and  nm«t»  tyrtem.  ^^  =  and  consequently,  though  guch  adap- 

iram  Jd  nerve*.      Peciliarit»  of  the  ^=  ^.f  2'«^%'""Sf  "^  W?"'*"?  ?f  '»'«» 

cerebral  circulation.    Preee^re.  and  cclk  fitted  for  the  reception  of  aus  upon 

the  expansion  of  the  chest  by  the  contraction 

Diseaset  of  the  brain  and  nerves, — Having  of  certain  muscles  ;  of  which  muscles  also 

considered  some  of  the  most  important  dis-  we  can  see  and  understand  the  action.     If 

orders  of  the  eye,  because  they  afforded  me  we  meet  with  any  obstruction  of  those  tubes, 

the  means  of  illustrating  many  of  the  doc-  or  any  obvious  impediment  to  the  play  of 

trines  and  principles  which  I  had  previously  those  muscles,  we   perceive  at    once    how 

endeavour^  to  lay  before  you,  of  general  and  why  the  function  of  respiration  is  de- 

pathology,  I  go  next  to  the  diseases  of  that  ranged.     But  no  alterations  that  become 

portion  of  the  body,  which,  though  it  in-  visible,  after  death,  in  the  brain  or  spinal 

eludes  many  distinct  parts,  is  call^,  collec-  marrow,  afford  us  any  explanation  of  the 

tively,  the  head.     I  pass  over  the  maladies  interruptionof  their  proper  functions;  which 

to  which  the  integuments  of  the  head  are  are,  in  three  words,  sensation,  thouyht,  and 

liable,  because  they  will  be  treated  of  more  voluntary  motion.    An  apoplectic  cell  has 

naturally  and  conveniently  among  the  cuta-  no  relation,  direct  or  inverse,  that  we  are 

neons  disorders;  and  I  come  at  once  upon  one  capable  of  appreciating,  with  a  sentiment ; 

of  the  most  interesting,  and  at  the  same  time  nor  a  distended  lateral  ventricle  with  the 

most  difficult  and  obscure  subjects  of  special  exercise  of  the  will.     The  morbid  anatomy 

pathology — that  which  embraces  the  diseases  does  not  in  any  degree  elucidate  the  disorder, 

of  the  brain  and  nerves.    Though  it  will  be  simply  because  the  natural  structure  throws 

a  slight  departure  from  the  plan  I  have  pro-  no  Ught  upon  the  healthy  office  of  the  parts 

posed  of  taking  diseases  as  they  affect  diffe-  concerned. 

rent  parts  of  the  body  from  the  head  down-        2.  It  is  a  farther  source  of  difficulty,  that 

wards  in  succession,   I  shall  speak  of  the  physiologists  have  not  yet  been  able  to  deter- 

diseases  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  of  the  ner-  mine,  with  any  thing  like  precision  or  cer* 

vous  system  generally,   in  connexion  with  tainty,  what  share  the  several  parts  of  the 

those  of  the  brain.     To  disunite  them  would  brain  and   spinal  cord  have  in  regulating, 

neither  jbe  easy  nor  useful.  respectively,  the  functions  which  all  physio- 

Difficulties  of  the  subject, ~^The  study  of  logists  acknowledge  to  belong  to  the  nervous 

the  maladies  and  disordered  conditions  of  the  system  in  the  aggregate.     There  are  many 

brain  and  nervous  system,  is  surrounded  and  convincing  reasons,  for  believing  that  the 
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brain  is  a  complex  organ}  but  we  can  seldom  ia  tnoton  of  the  morbid  conditiona  of  tltf 

put  our  ilnger  upon  thia  or  that  portion  of  nervous  system ;  I  shall  also  ttate  the  con- 

tbe  nervous  matter  which  composes  it,  and  jectures    and    probabilities    by   which  our 

say,  here  resides  the  influence  that  governs  judgment  and  practice  must  be  g;aided,  when 

this  or  that  particular  function.  absolute  certainty  is  unattainable.      With 

3.  Again,  the  brain  and  cranio-spinal  axis  mere  speculative  questions,  that  have  do 
are  so  encased  by  their  bony  coverings,  that,  practiced  bearing,  I  shall  meddle  as  little  a 
in  the  living  body,  we  are  unable  to  ascer-  I  can. 

tain  their  physical  conditions  by  means  of 

any  of  our  senses.      Of  many    parts  of  Phytiology  of  the  subject, — Our  know- 

the  frame  we  ascertain  the  state  by  the  sense  ledge,  I  say,  of  the  exact  functions  of  the 

of  sight ;  and  of  many  parts  that  we  cannot  different  parts  of  the  nervous  apparatus,  is 

see,  we  still  may  recognize  the  changes  by  scanty.     Some  certainties,  however,  we  pos- 

the  faculty  of  touch,  or  by  the  ear.     The  sess ;  and  some  strong  probabilities  which 

brain  and  spinal  cord  we  can  neither  see,  almost  amount  to  certainties.    Without  fint 

nor  hear,  nor  handle.  expounding  my  creed  upon  these  matters,  it 

4.  Besides  these  obstacles  to  the  acquisi-  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  explain,  as  it 
tion  of  information,  by  the  exercise  of  our  would  be  for  you  to  understand,  the  notions 
senses,  concerning  the  organs  affected  ;  the  I  entertain  respecting  many  of  Hba  diseases 
very  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain  of  the  brain  and  nerves. 

cuts  us  off,  in  many  cases,  firom  that  kind  of  Omitting  the  sympathetic  nerve  and  its 

information  which  we  might  otherwise  derive  ramifications,  (for  we  know  but  little  of  its 

from  the  statements  of  the  patient  himself.  office,  and  still  less  of  its  disorders),  the 

5.  There  Is  a  still  greater  cause  of  perplexity,  nervous  system  is  made  up  of  certain  masses 
with  which  we  have  to  contend.  The  very  ofnervous  matter,  called  the  nercotcfcenfrft  ; 
same  symptoms  accompany  alterations  of  the  and  of  nerves  therewith  connectsd. 

brain  apparently  of  a  very  different,  nay  of  The  nervous  centres  consist  of  the  cere- 

the  most  opposite  kind  :  and  on  the  other  brum  and  cerebellum,  the  medulla  oblongsta 

hand,  changes  of  structure,  which,  as  far  as  and  the  medulla  spinalis.     I  shall  include 

we  can  perceive,  are  absolutely  identical  in  the  cerebral  hemispheres,  and  Uie  lobes  of 

their  nature,  are  associated,  in  different  cases,  the  cerebellum,  under  the  common  term,  the 

with  totally  diflferent  symptoms  :  and  more  brain.     So  I  shall  speak  of  the  oblong  and 

frequently  than  not,   nervous  diseases  are  of  the  spinal  marrow,  in  the  single  phrase, 

attended  with  no  alterations   of  structure,  the  spinal  cord,  or  the  cranio-spin^  axia 

appreciable  by  our  senses.  their  endowments  appearing  to  differ  more 

6.  And  lastly,  we  are  perpetually  asking  in  degree  than  in  kind. 

ourselves,  when  we  find  the  proper  Unctions  I  adopt  the  belief  that  the  grey  (which  are 

of  the  nervous  system  disordered, — is  this  much  the  more  vascular)  portions  of  these 

disorder  the  result  of  disease  in  the  nervous  nervous  centres,  form  the  part  in  which  their 

matter  itself  ?  or  is  it  merely  sympathetic  of  peculiar  powers  reside,   or  are  generated; 

disease  in  other  parts  ?  for  there  are  few  dis-  and  that  their  white  or  fibrous  portions  are. 

eases  of  any  kind  which  do  not,  in  some  like  the  white  and  fibrous  nerves,  mere  con- 

degree,  modify  or  disturb  the  due  exercise  of  ductors  of  the  nervous  influence, 

the  offices  of  the  brain  and  nerves  :  and  it  is  I  incline  also  to  the  opinion  (recollect,  if 

very  difficult  often,   and  sometimes  it  is  you  please,  that  I  do  not  press  these  opinions 

impossible,  to   determine  whether  and  how  of  mine  upon  you  as  being  necessarily  cor- 

far  the  disturbance  is  primary  or  secondary,  rect),  that  the  influence  wMch  originates  is 

With  all  its  difficulties,  however,  the  pa-  the  grey  matter,  and  is  transmitted  by  the 

thology  of  the  brain  and  nerves  is  always  full  white,  will  at  last  be  found  to  consist  in,  or  to 

of  interest.     How  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  be  closely  connected  with,  some  modification 

we  reflect  that  the  nervous  system  is  the  of  electricity.     We  know  chat  some  of  the 

medium  through  which  we  hold  communion  effects  of  this  influence  may  be  very  exactly 

with  the  world  around  us ;  the  stage  upon  imitated,  in  animals  recently  dead,  by  gal* 

which  all  the  phsenomena  of  animal  life  are  vanism. 

transacted ;  the  instrument  of  the  mind  ?  The  functions  of  the  brain  and  nerves  are 

And  with  all  its  difficulties,  there  is  also  a  sensation,  thought,  volition,  and  the  power 

good  deal,  in  the  pathology  of  the  brain  and  of  originating  motion.  There  maybe  others; 

nerves,   that  is  fairly  maide  out,  and  well  but  these  four  are  all  that  we  need,  at  pre* 

understood;  and  we  are  at  present  in  the  sent,  concern  ourselves  with, 

right  way  for  advancing  our  knowledge  of  Now  it  is  a  part  of  my  creed  that  the 

this  intricate  and  mysterious  subject,  by  that  faculties  of  sensation,  of  thought,  and  of  the 

careful  collection  of  facts,  and  rigid  induction  will,  belong  to  the  brain :  perhaps  to  the 

of  particulars,  that  will  lead,  at  length,  to  a  cerebrum  alone.    The  precise  office  of  the 

safe  and  useful  generalization.  cerebellum  is  involved  in  much   obscurity 

I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  to  you  what  and  dispute.     Some  of  the  opinions  that 
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baye  been   formed    respecting  it,  I    shall  animal  has  no  means  of  informing  us  whether 

aotioe  hereafter.  it  feels  or  not,   any  more  than  the  human 

The  chief  grounds  for  believing  that  the  head  that  has  been  severed  by  the  axe  or  the 

brain  proper  is,  exclusively,  the  instrument  guillotine, 

of  the  mind,  are  these : —  This  point,  however,  has  been  settled  by 

X,  Because  this   portion  of  the  nervous  certain  phasnomena  which  are  observed  to 

centres  is  superadded  to  the  cranio-spinal  occur,  in  the  human  body,  under  disease, 

axis,  in  the  greatest  bulk  and  most  compli-  Limbs  completely  palsied  as  to  voluntary 

cated  form,  in  man  :  and  after  him,  in  those  motion,  and  quite  dead  as  to  sensation,  do 

of  the  inferior  animals  which  shew  the  largest  yet,  under  certain  conditions,  contract  aud 

share  of  reason.  move  when  the  integuments  are  pinched  ; 

2.  Because,   in    inferior   animals    which  the  rational  patient  not  feeling  the  pinch, 

evince  a  certain  amount  of  mental  endow-  and  not  being  conscious  of  the  movements, 

ment,  all  manifestation  of  intellect  ceases  Whence  does  the  impulse  that  leads  to 

upon  the  gentle  and  gradual  removal  of  the  motion  in  these  cases  proceed — how  is  the 

cerebrum  and  cerebellum :  the  animals  con-  motive  power  awakened  ? 

tinning  to  live,  for  a  long  time,  notwith-  The  answer  to  this  physiological  question 

standing  this  mutilation.  has  a  most  important    beaiing  upon  the 

Again,  it  forms  a  part  of  my  creed  on  these  pathology  of  the  nervous  system, 

subjects  that  the  motive  power  resides  in  the  It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  enter  into 

spinal  cord.  any  history  of  the  steps  by  which  this  curious 

The  muscles  furnish  the  instruments  of  problem  has  been  worked  out.     Its  solution 

motion.  is  an  achievement  of  our  own  time ;  and  I 

Now  there  is  a  certain  class  of  muscles  may  add,  of  our  own  country.     I  profess  no 

which  contract  without  our  willing  their  con-  more  than  to  sketch,  in  mere  outline,  the 

traction ;    and  generally   without  our  being  leading  facts  that  have  been  ascertained ;  yet 

conscious  that  they  are  contracting.     Such  I  must,  in  passing,  pay  the  tribute  due  to 

are  the  heart,   the  muscular  fibres  of  the  one  indefatigable  labourer  in  this  department 

alimentary  canal,  and  of  the  bladder.    These  of  science,  whose  sagacity  has  enabled  him 

are,  therefore,  called  involuntary  muscles.  to  seize  the  clue,  and  in  a  great  measure  to 

There  is  another  large  class  of  muscles,  unfold  the  mazes,  of  the  labyrinth  in  which 

which  obey  the  bidding  of  the  will,  and  serve  this  part  of  the  physiology  of  the  nervous 

the  purposes  of  prehension,  locomotion,  and  system  was  so  long  entangled.     Dim  and 

bodUy  effort.      These  are  considered  and  uncertain  glimmerings  of  the  truth  appear  in 

called  voluntary  muscles.  the  writings  of  bygone  authors,  but  it  was 

There  is  still  another  distinct  set  of  muscles,  never  elearly  discerned,  and  plainly  stated » 

of  which  the  habitual  action  is  involuntary,  and  successMly  applied  to  the  elucidation  of 

yet  which   submit  also  to   the  interposing  a  large  class  of  disorders,  until  the  publica- 

control  of  the  will.     You  will  call  to  mind  at  tion,  in  1832  or  1833,  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's 

once  the  muscles  of  respiration,  which  act  ingenious   and   most  interesting  researches 

while  we  are  asleep,  or  otherwise  uncon-  into  *' the  functions  of  the  medulla  oblougata 

scious;   and   the   sphincters,    which    regu-  and  spinal  cord.''     Similar  views  appear  to 

late  the  entrances  and  outlets  of  the  body,  have  suggested  themselves,  about  the  same 

Here,   I  say,  the  habit  is  involuntary,  but  time,  to  Professor  Miiller  of  Berlin.    I  must 

the  occasional  action  is  prompted  and  go-  recommend  you  to  study  the  works  of  these 

▼emed   by   volition.      But  sometimes  the  authors ;  and  I  may  also  point  out,  as  fit 

involuntary  action  rebels  against  the  willed  writings  for  your  perusal  (since  the  doctrines 

action,  and  overcomes  it.    The  muscle  con-  I  am  now  speaking  of  are  comparatively 

tracts  in  spite  of  the  will.  new).  Dr.  Grainger's  ObtervattQna  on  the 

Nay,    those    muscles  which,   ordinarily.  Structure  and  Funciiont  qf  the  Spinal  Cord ; 

move  only  in  obedience  to  volition,  do  some-  Dr.  Carpenter's  Inaugural  Dissertation  on 

times,  under  the  influence  of  strong  emotion,  the  Phynological  Ii\ferences  to  be  deduced 

or  of  disease,  contract  independently  of  any  firom  the  Structure  qf  the  Nervous  System 

effort  of  the  will,  and  even  in  opposition  to,  tn   the  invertebrated  dosses  qf  animals ; 

and  defiance  of,  the  voluntary  power.  and  a  very  able  paper  on  the  Pathology  of 

Under  certain  circumstances  the  limbs  the  Spinal  Cord,  by  Dr.  William  Budd,  in 

move  with  much  briskness  and  force  in  de-  the  22d  volume  of  the  Medico- Chirurgieal 

capitated  animals,  in  which  sensation  and  TVansaction*. 

volition  are  extinct.      Some  physiologists  If,  on  the  other  hand,  yon  wif^h  to  see  how 

hold,  indeed,  that  sensation  and  volition  are  nearly  the  idea,  which  has  been  so  happily 

properties  of  the  spinal  cord;    and  they  simplified  into  an  intelligible  principle  by 

would  object  to  these  cases,  that  no  one  ia  Dr.  Hall,  was  reached  by  earlier  observers, 

warranted  in  affirming  the  movements  in  you  may  consult  the  writings  of  Dr.  Whytt, 

question  to  be  independent  of  the  will.   The  upon  nervous  diseases. 
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What,  theiii  are  the  main  facts  aad  doc-  indifferently,  the  dining  room  or  the  drawinf 

trines,  respecting  this  intricate  subject,  which  room  rope : — which  of  these  two  hypotheses 

modern  research  has  made  clearer  ?  is  the  more  correct,  I  am  iu>t  competent  to 

It  seems  ascertained,  that  movements  of  determine, 
those  muscles  which  acknowledge  the  empire  This  reflex  action,  independent  of  the 
of  the  will,  depend  essentially  upon  some  will,  and  although  attended  often  bj  con- 
momentary  change  in  the  condition  of  the  flctonsness  and  sensation,  yet  often  also  ex- 
spinal  cord.  This  change  (whatever  may  be  ercised  when  theiv  is  nei&er,  gorems  the 
its  nature)  is  capable  of  being  affected  in  three  orifices  by  which  air  and  food  are  introdaced, 
several  ways.  and    excrements    are  voided.    The    infiuit 

First,  volition,  originating  in  the  brain,  breathes  and  sucks  by  it ;  the  adult  uses  his 

may  send  down  an  influence,  whidi  travels  will  for  bringing  nutriment  into  his  mouth ; 

with  electrical  rapidity  to  the  spinal  cord  j  in  both,  the  act  of  deglutition,  after  the  food 

whence,  the  requisite  change  hieiving  been  has  reached  a  certain  point,  is  involuntary, 

instantly  produced,   the    motive    influence  The  expulsion  of  the  faeces,  the  urine,  the 

passes,  with  proportional  speed,  along  the  semen,  and  the  foetus,  is  regulated  by  the 

nerves  which  connect  the    cord  with  the  same  function.     Nevertheless,  most  of  these 

muscles  to  be  moved.  muscular  acts  are  capable  of  being  moderated 

Secondly,  the  change  productive  of  motion  and  directed  by  volition.     The  reflex  power, 

may  be  wrought  in  the  cord,  whether  the  on  the  other  hand,  extends,  both  in  health 

brain  be  attached  to  it  or  not,  by  mechanical,  and  in  disease,  to  the  entire  system  of  the 

chemical,  or  electrical  agencies,  operating  strictly  voluntary  muscles ;  during  health  it 

directly  upon  the  cord  itself.  is  manifested  only  in  the  maintenance  of 

Thirdly,  the  change  productive  of  motion  what  is  called  their  tone,  their  natural  ten- 
may  be  wrought  in  the  cord,  by  an  influence  sion  and  firmness :  in  disease,  as  we  shall 
carried  to  the  cord,  not  from  the  brain,  but  hereafter  see,  it  sometimes  acts  upon  them 
fromthe  extremities  of  nerves  distributed  upon  with  terrific  energy, 
the  internal  and  external  surfaces  ofthe  body. 

The  action  of  this  nervous  circle,  whereby.         Some  of  the  difficulties  which  I  enumerated 

I  say,  an  influence  is  first  carried  from  the  in  the  beginning  of  the  lecture,  as  impedixig 

surfaces  of  the  body,  along  nerves,  to  the  our  researches  into  the  diseases  of  t|ie  ner- 

spinal  cord — ^whence  again  an  influence  is  vous  centres,  are  insurmountable.     One  or 

transmitted,  or  refleetedf  as  it  were,  to  cer-  two  of  them,  however,  appear  to  call  for  a 

tain  muscles  along  certain  other  nerves — has  more  attentive  consideration, 
been  called  by  Dr.  Hall  the  refits  Junction         I  say  we  often  fail  to  discover  any  devia- 

of  the  spinid  cord.'    Hie  apparatus  sub-  tion  from  the  natural  condition   of  diese 

servient  to  this  function  is  named  by  him  nervous  centres,  or  of  their  appendages ; 

the  exeiio-motory  wyaiem ;  the  nerves  which  even  when  the  disorder  of  their  functions 

carry  the  impression  to  the  cord  are  incident  has  been  strongly  pronounced, 
or  ejpcitor  nerves ;  those  which  convey  the      '  We  are  not  to  infer,  firom  ^s,  that  no 

motive  impulse  from  the  cord,  reflex  or  change  has  taken  place  in  these  parts.     The 

motor  nerves.  Mr.  Carpenter's  terms  (which  only  legitimate  conclusion  is,  that  the  nervous 

I  like  better,  except  for  their  similarity  in  functions  are  liable  to  be  deranged,  impaired, 

sound)  are  a^erent  and  efferent  nervea.  or  suspended,   by  altered   conditions,    not 

Dr.  Grainger  believes  that  physiology  in-  traceable  by  our  senses,  or  at  least  not  yet 

dicates,  and  anatomy  can  exhibit,  four  sets  discovered  by  us,  of  the  organs  which  minister 

of  fibres  belonging  to  the  nerves  and  the  to  those  functions. 

nervous  centres.     SenstferouSf  and  volition        There  may  be  only  one  such  undiscovered 

nerves,  connected  with  the  grey  substance  of  disturbing    cause,    variable    in     degree  in 

the  cerebrum,  and  subordinate  to  the  exer-  different  cases;  or  (what  is  more  probable) 

cise  of  feeling  and  the  will ;  and  incident  and  there  may  be  several  such  conditions  differing 

reflex  fierves,  connected  with  the  grey  mat-  in  kind.     A  blow  or  fall,  which  jart  the 

ter  of  the  cord,  and  belonging  to  the  excito-  brain ;  a  sudden  mental  emotion ;  an  electric 

motory  system.  shock  ;  a  tea-spoonfal  of  pmssic  acid  ;  any 

Whether  this  be  the  true  state  of  the  case,  one  of  these  causes  may  destroy  life,  yet 

or  whether  the  efferent  fibres  be  the  same,  leave  no  vestige  of  its  action  in  the  nervous 

while  the  afferent  fibres  are  different;   the  substance  upon  which  it  operates.     It  is 

latter  coming  to  the  spinal  marrow  both  from  probable  that  the  fatal  condition  is  not,  in 

the  brain  and  from  the  various  surfaces,  just  each  cane,  the  same. 

as  two  trains  may  arrive  at  Euston  Square        We  may  even  form  a  reasonable  conjecture 

ultimately  by  the  same  rail,  although  the  one  of  the  manner  in  which  the  invisible  changes 

starts  at  Derby  and  the  other  at  Birmingham ;  are    sometimes    brought    hbout.     We  can 

or  (which  is  perhaps  the  better  illustration)  conceive,  for  example,  that  undue  pretaure 

just  OS,  in  some  houses,  the  same  bell  is  upon  the  nervous  pulp  on  the  one  hand,  or 

made  to  ring  in  the  servants'  hall  by  pulling,  ineufficient  preentre  on  the  other,  may  con- 
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Btitute  conditions  of  the  kind  we  ore  in  quantity,  or  very  nearly  the  same  quantity 
search  of;  and  I  shall  be  able,  I  think,  to  of  blood.  This  depends  upon  the  mechani- 
convince  you  that  such  is  sometimes  the  cal  construction  of  the  head,  and  is  capable 
case.  Again,  we  can  conceive  that  such  of  explanation  upon  the  known  principles  of 
conditions  may  be  furnished  by  the  varying  hydraulics.  The  brain  is  closely  shut  up  in 
state  of  the  cerebral  circulation. ,  In  point  an  unyielding  case  of  bone,  and  is  therefore 
of  fact,  we  know  of  some  changes  in  the  exempt  from  the  influence  of  atmospheric 
circulation  through  the  brain  which  have  the  pressure :  so  that,  supposing  the  solid  parts 
effect,  invariably,  first  of  modifying,  and  at  unaltered,  you  cannot  empty  the  blood- 
length,  if  they  are  continued,  of  arresting,  vessels  of  the  brain.  The  cavity  being  com- 
the  cerebral  functions.  If  no  blood  be  sent  pletely  full,  the  blood  which  circulates  in 
through  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  death  in  the  vessels  cannot  be  materially  increased, 
the  way  of  syncope  ensues ;  if  venous  blood  unless  something  is  displaced  or  compressed, 
circulates  in  those  vessels,  it  leads  to  death  to  make  room  for  the  addition.  Nor,  as  it 
by  coma.  would  seem,  can  the  quantity  be  materially 

But  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  diminished,  without  the  entrance  of  some- 
unknown,  and  perhaps  fugitive,  physical  con-  thing  to  supply  the  place  of  the  blood  sub- 
ditions  of  the  nervous  centres,  thus  capable  stracted.  We  should  arrive  at  these  condu- 
of  disturbing  or  abolishing  their  functions,  sion  by  a  priori  reasoning ;  and  we  find  that 
it  is  useful  to  keep  in  our  minds  a  distinct  they  are  confirmed  by  certain  very  curious 
and  clear  conception  of  the  fact  that  there  facts,  which  I  will  briefly  mention,  because 
must  be  some  such  physical  conditions.  By  they  suggest  considerations  of  much  practical 
steadily  retaining  this  idea  of  thdr  real  ex-  interest  and  importance, 
istence,  we  may  hope,  at  length,  to  get  some  Dr,  Kellie,  ^of  Leith,  performed,  vrith 
insight  into  their  nature ;  which  we  ore  the  reference  to  this  subject,  a  series  of  experi- 
less  likely  to  obtain,  if  we  dwell  only  on  the  ments  upon  animals.  He  bled  the  animals 
obvious  and  visible  iujunes  effected  in  the  to  death,  under  various  circumstance :  and 
nervous  substance ;  associated,  as  they  are  he  found,  as  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
apt  to  be,  with  so  perplexing  a  diversity  of  pected,  that  all  the  other  organs  of  the  body 
symptoms.  Indeed,  by  the  help  of  this  were  blanched  and  emptied  of  their  blood, 
distinct  conception,  we  are  at  once  enabled  But,  (What  would  have  been  very  surprising 
to  reconcile  some  of  the  seeming  anomalies  to  him,  if  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the 
and  inconsistencies  to  wliich  I  before  ad-  hydraulic  principle  just  adverted  to),  the 
verted.  The  same  symptoms,  I  repeat,  have  brain,  in  these  cases,  presented  its  ordinary 
been  found  to  accompany  physical  lesions  of  appearance ;  or  even  seemed  to  contain  more 
the  nervous  centres,  apparently  different  in  blood,  in  its  superficial  vessels,  than  usual, 
kind,  place,  and  degree:  and,  on  the  con-  In  one  instance,  he  describes  the  sinuses 
trary,  physical  lesions,  apparently  identical  as  being  loaded  with  dark  blood,  and  the 
in  their  nature,  extent,  and  situation,  are  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  as  being  delicately 
attended  by  different  and  contradictory  filled  with  florid  blood.*  In  another,  the 
symptoms.  We  must  not  attribute  the  sinuses  were  charged  with  blood,  the  veins 
symptoms,  in  such  cases,  to  the  visible  of  the  pia  mater  were  filled,  and  the  choroid 
physical  lesions,  but  to  some  unperceived  plexus  remarkably  turgid.  In  a  very  few 
condition  of  the  nervous  centres,  concomi-  cases  only  did  he  remark  that  the  vessels  of 
tant  with  those  lesions.  The  proximate  the  brain  contained  sensibly  less  red  blood 
caujre  of  the  eympioms  escapes  our  notice,  than  in  the  others ;  and  in  all  of  these  few, 
The  obvious  physical  changes  may  be  re-  some  serous  effusion  was  observed.  Having 
moter  causes  of  the  symptoms — causes  of  satisfied  himself,  by  repeated  trials,  upon 
this  proximate  cause :  but  they  may  also  be  these  points,  he  varied  the  experiment.  He 
merely  contemporaneous  effects  of  some  first  made  a  small  opening  in  the  skull  by 
other  remote  agency.  means  of  the  trephining  instrument,  taking 

away  a  little  circular  piece  of  bone,    and 

Peculiarity  of  the  cerebral  circulation, —  then  he  bled  the  animals  until  they  died; 

I  have  adverted  to  deviations  from  the  uatu-  and  in  all  these  cases  he  found  that  the  brain 

ral  and  healthy  circulation   of   the  blood  was  as  completely  drained  of  red  blood  as 

through  the  brain,  as  being  capable  of  modi-  any  other  part  of  the  body.     He  did  Ma< 

fying  the  nervous  functions.     But  there  is  a  with  respect  to  the  blood  contained  in  the 

very  remarkable  peculiarity  in  the  circum-  brain,  which  housekeepers  do  when  they  taj^ 

stances  mider  which  the  cerebral  circulation  a  barrel  of  beer.     You  know  that  if  the 

is  carried  on  at  all  times ^  which  it  is  very  barrel  is  quite  full,  you  may  Introduce  a  fau- 

ncccssary  that  you  should  know,  or  be  re-  cet  at  its  lower  part,  but  no  beer  will  run  out 

minded  of.     There  is  nothing  like  it  in  any  through  it.     The  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 

other  part  of  the  body.     The  brain  is  the  operates  upon  that  portion  only  of  the  fluid 

only  organ  which,  under  the  ordinary  state  which  is  now  exposed  to  tl^  air,  and  its 

of  the  parts,  contains  at  all  times  the  same  effect  is  to  keep  the  beer  in.     But  if  yon 
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bore  ^  small  hole  with  a  gimlet  through  the  and  Teiiis  of  the  head  do  not  disGharge  Afloi' 

top  of  the  cask,  and  ao  admit  air  into  the  aeWea  of  their  contenta  for  aome  fittie  tiaae. 

barrel,  the  beer  will  then  flow  readily  through  All  these  facta  go,  yon  aee,  to  the  aameoon* 

the  lower  outlet.     Dr.  Kellie  imitated  this  elusion ;  viz.  that  so  long  as  the  solid  oon- 

process  of  making  what  I  bdieve  is  called  a  tents   of   the  cranium  remain  entire,   the 

renf'hole,  when  he  trepanned  the  skulls  of  quantity  of  blood  contained  in  the  Teaaeij 

the  sheep,  upon  which  he  made  his  experi-  does  not,  and  cannot,  vary  mnch« 
ments,  and  admitted  air  to  tbs  yielding  mem-         But  although  the  actual  quantity  of  blood 

branes  of  the  brain .  in  the  cerebrai)  vessels  may  oontlnne  the aamei 

He  availed  himself  also  in  these  researches  it  does  not  follow  that  the  relative  quantities 
of  what  may  be  considered  the  converse  expe-  contained  in  the  arteries  and  veins  ahoald 
riment.  He  desired  to  ascertain  whether,  remain  unaltered.  Hie  healthy  stale  of  the 
under  circumstances  calculated  to  gorge  the  cerebral  dreulation  consists,  in  all  pcobabi- 
vessels  of  the  headf  those  of  the  brain  were  fity,  in  the  nice  balance  and  a^uatment  of 
or  were  not  made  really  more  lull  than  usuaL  the  blood  in  these  two  sets  of  veaada.  I  have 
He  examined  the  brains  of  two  men  who  hod  already  sufficiently  explained  to  you  the  con« 
been  hanged.  ^Vhen  the  scalp  in  these  cases  aequenoes  of  the  circnlation  of  venous  Mood 
was  divided,* a  great  quantity  of  blood  ea-  through  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  ahewing 
caped,  marking  plainly  enough  the  conges-  that  without  any  diange  of  texture  in  the 
tion  of  the  vesssels  exterior  fo  the  cranium  :  cerebral  matter  itaelf,  a  mere  alteratioii  m  the 
but  there  was  no  such  congestion  observable  nature  of  the  fluid  drcnlating  in  its  veaaeb 
within  ;  '*  the  sinuses  contained  blood,  but  may  have  fatal  results.  And  the  altered 
in  no  extraordinary  quantity  ;  the  larger  ratio  of  the  arterial  and  venous  blood  in  the 
vessels  on  the  surface,  and  between  the  con-  organ  may,  and  most  probably  does,  distufb 
volutions,  were  but  moderately  filled;  and  its  functions  very  seriously, 
the  pia  mater  was,  upon  the  whole,  paler  In  a  very  pletiioric  condition  of  the  body, 
and  less  vascular  than  we  often  find  it  in  the  arteries  which  go  towards  the  head  par- 
ordinary  coses."  I  can  corroborate  the  taking  of  the  general  fulneas,  it  isnotdiffi* 
acctiracy  of  Dr.  Kellie's  observations  in  these  cult  to  conceive  that  there  will  be  an  impobet 
last  instances  by  what  I  have  noticed  myself,  or  effort,  tending  to  the  propnlaian  of  aa 
I  paid  particular  attention  to  the  condition  undue  quantity  of  blood  into  the  arteries 
of  the  head,  when  the  body  of  Bishop,  the  within  the  cranium ;  end,  nnder  certaia 
murderer  of  the  Italian  boy,  was  examined  cireumstanoes,  actually  prodndng  a  li&ller 
below  stairs.  When  he  was  brought  here  state  of  those  arteries,  at  the  expense  of  the 
after  the  execution,  the  ey«s  were  blood-  cerebral  veins.  On  the  other  hand,  any 
shot  ten,  and  the  lips  and  countenance  turgid  sensible  interruption  of  the  return  of  the 
and  livid.  The  inner  surface  of  the  scalp,  blood  through  the  veins  will  virtually  ang- 
when  it  was  turned  back,  and  the  exposed  ment  that  impulse  upon  the  arterial  cvireat, 
surface  of  the  skull,  were  very  red  and  bloody,  which  arises  from  tiie  force  of  the  general 
and  in  one  part,  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  circulation.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  mea- 
there  was  some  blood  extravaeated :  but  sure  or  weigh,  so  aa  to  compare  them  toge- 
when  the  bone  had  been  sawn  through,  and  Aer,  the  actual  quantities  of  arterial  and 
the  skull-cap  removed,  the  large  veins  of  venous  blood  circulating  at  any  period  in 
the  brain  did  not  appear  unnaturally  full.  the  cerebral  vessels.    We  never,  therefore, 

In  the  year  1826,  I  was  present  in  St.  can  have  any  demonstrative  proof  that  the 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  at  the  opening  of  kind  of  derangement,  the  alteration  of 
the  head  of  a  woman  who  had  been  hanged,  balance,  that  haa  just  been  supposed,  does 
the  day  before,  for  murder.  I  And  the  fol-  really  occur :  but,  aa  it  evidently,  in  the 
lowing  statement  in  a  note  which  I  made  at  nature  of  things,  may  oocw,  so  many  phy- 
the  time: — "The  scalp  was  bloody;  but  siologists  believe  that  it  actually  does  take 
the  brain  was  of  a  very  natural  texture  and  place,  under  various  circnmstanoes  of  dis- 
appearance, and  not  more  than  usually  ftill  ease.  And  taking  for  granted  not  only  tlM 
of  blood."  possibility,  but  the  positive  existence  of  tmth 

In  France,  you  know,  they  execute  crimi-  a  derangement,  we  are  enabled  to  explain 

nals  by  means  of  the  guiUotine ;  and  aoine  many  remarkable  cironmstanoea  connected 

curious  speculations  have  been  raised  aa  to  with  the  pathology  of  the  brain,  which  might 

whether  the  head,  after  decapitation,  remains  otherwise  be  sltogether  mysterions  and  inex* 

for  a  short  space  of  time  sensible  of  what  is  plicable,  we  can  undersfcsnd  how  it  nay 

going  on  or  not.  lliesespeculationshaveledto  happen  that  a  person  shall  fall  down  insca- 

a  closer  obserratlon  of  the  phsnomena  that  sible,    become    completdy   oonuitooe,   and 

Immediately  succeed  this  mode  of  punish-  peridi ;  and  yet,  on  the  examination  of  his 

ment;  and  it  has  been  noticed  that,  although  brain,  thereshallbe  found  no  trace  of  inflaai- 

much  blood  is  effhsed  as  soon  as  the  head  is  mation,  or  of  softening ;  Mither  extravasaled 

severed  from  the  body,  it  comes  from  the  blood,  nor  effbsed  serum,  nor  any  chaago 

vessels  of  tlie  tmnJt ;  and  that  the  arteries  that  oar  senses  are  capable  of  cstimatiiig* 
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Aisaiii,  rapposiag  such  a  deraiigement  aihd  the  like.  A  healthy  brain  migbt  bear  the 
da  has  been  aUuded  to  reaUr  to  eiiat,  and  to  variation  thus  indaoed  in  the  pres^ore  with 
be  attended  with  disordered  functions  of  the  which  the  blood  from  the  heart  seeks  to 
brain,  (giddinessi  or  headache,  or  drowsi-  enter  the  oerebrtl  arteries ;  in  tko  diseased 
ness,  or  delirium),  there  wonld  also  exist  (by  brain  the  balance  is  mora  easily  destroyed, 
the  supposition)  a  tendency  in  -  the  force  of  There  is  a  totally  opposite  condition  of 
the  general  circnlation  to  introduce  more  the  system  to  those  which  I  have  hitherto 
blood  into  the  arteries  of  the  brain  than  they  spoken  of;  marked,  however,  by  symptoms 
could  receive.  And  one  consequence  of  this  of  a  like  kind.  And  this  alfo  may  be  ex- 
would  be,  an  increased  flow  of  blood  into  the  plained,  upon  the  principle  that  the  functions 
ejptemal  vessels  of  the  head :  and  we  know  of  the  brain  require,  for  their  due  manifesta* 
that  in  apoplectic  attacks,  with  such  symp-  tion,  a  certain  equilibrium  of  the  arterial  and. 
toms  as  were  just  mentioned,  there  oftoi  are  venous  circulation. 

marks  of  what  is  called  a  determination  of        Suppose  we  have  anemia  instead  of  pie* 

blood  towards  the  head,  of  external  plethora  thora ;  suppose  that  the  whole  mass  of  blood 

of  the  head;  such  as  redness  and  turgidity  of  in  the  body  is  diminished :  the  effect  of  this  • 

the  iiaoe  and  neck,  throbbing  of  the  temporal  upon  each  artery,  (and  therefore  upon  the 

arteries,  a  loaded  condition  of  the  conjunc-  arteries  of  the  brain),  is  that  the  calibre  of 

tiva,  and  so  on.     Now  we  see,  in  this  state  the  vessel  will  lessen,  and  consequently  a 

of  things,  how  it  is  that  we  are  able  to  re-  less  quantity  of  blood  will  be  tnmsmitted 

lieve  that  condition  upon  which  the  symp-  towards  and  into  the  cerebral  arteries ;  but 

toms  and  danger  depend.    We  cannot,  by  the  whole  volume  of  blood  in  the  brain 

blood-letting  or  other  evacuations,  diminish  remains  the  same-;  therefore  blood  wiUaccu- 

the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels,  mulate  more  in  the  veins ;  and  upon  this 

but  we  can  take  off  from  those  vessels  the  increased  mass  of  blood  in  the  veins,  the 

excessive  impulse  and  stress  arising  from  the  volume  in  the  arteries  will  now  act  with  a 

general  circulation,  and  even  reduce  it  below  proportionally   diminished  and   inadequate 

what  would  naturally  constitute  a  healthy  impulse.     I^e  balance  of  the  cireulation 

impulse ;  and  so  leave  the  vessels  of  the  brain  will  be  deranged,  but  in  the  opposite  direction 

in  a  state  favourable  for  recovering  their  to  that  in  which  the  former  derangement 

proper  balance.    And  that  we  have  taken  was  effected.     It  is  probably  in  tins  way 

off  this  unnatural  stress,  we  learn  from  the  that  the  appearance  of  congestion  in  the 

disappearance  of  the  external  redness  and  superficial  veins  of  the  brain  is  brought  about 

turgescence.  in  animals  that  are  bled  to  death. 

We  may  explain,  by  the  help  of  this  same  Now  disturbances  in  the  functions  of  the 
theory,  a  very  singular  phienomenon  ob-  brain,  very  much  resembling  those  produced 
served  in  certain  forms  of  cerebral  disease,  by  the  contrary  derangement,  will  follow 
I  mean,  the  oceational  recurrence  only  of  the  from  this  predominance  of  the  blood  in  the 
symptoms,  although  the  organic  disease  itself  cerebral  veins  also.  Take  one  short  case, 
he  permanent.  For  example,  we  see  con-  very  much  to  the  point,  narrated  by  Dr. 
tinually  persons  who  are  epileptic :  that  is,  Abercrombie,  of  whose  fiill  and  clear  state- 
they  have  fits  of  convulsion  and  stupor  now  ment  respecting  the  peculiarity  of  the  oere- 
and  then,  and  appear  perfectly  weU  in  the  bral  circulation  I  have  made  a  free  use : 
intervals.  After  the  death  of  such  patients  "  A  lady,  aged  25,  had  been  bled  on  account 
we  sometimes  find  organic  disease  of  the  of  headsymptoms,whichhad  supervened  upon 
brain :  a  piece  of  bone  periiaps  projecting  an  injury.  Considovble  relief  had  followed 
from  the  cranium,  or  a  tumor,  or  a  cyst:  each  bleeding;  but  the  symptoms  had  soon  re- 
and  this  we  sre  apt  to  consider  as  a  sufficient  turned,  so  as  to  lead  to  arepetition  of  the  bleed- 
explanation  of  the  preceding  disesse;  but  ing  at  short  intervals;  and  this  had  been  going 
we  are  always  pressed  with  this  difficulty:  on  for  several  months.  When  Dr.  Abercrombie 
if  the  tumor  or  piece  of  bone  was  the  cause  saw  her,  she  wss  stretched  upon  a  couch ; 
of  the  paroxysms,  why  had  the  paroxysms  her  face  of  the  most  death-like  paleness,  or 
any  cessation  ?  nther  of  the  paleness  of  a  stucco  figure ;  her 

It  seems  probable,  or  not  improbable,  that  pulse  very  rapid,  and  as  small  as  a  (hread ; 
in  such  cases  as  these,  and  in  many  others,  her  general  weakness  extreme.  The  mass 
the  permanent  morbid  condition  does  not  of  blood  appeared  to  be  reduced  to  the 
interrupt  the  circnlation  in  the  brain,  except  lowest  point  that  was  compatible  with  lifo  ; 
when  there  is  some  Increased  impulse  given  but  she  still  complained  of  firequent  head- 
to  the  circulation.  The  paroxysms  are  fre-  ache,  violent  throbbing  in  the  head,  confu- 
quently  accompanied  by  outward  signs  of  sion,  and  giddmeas.  It  was  evident  that 
plethora,  or  brouf^t  on  by  circumstances  evacuationsconldbecarried no  farther;. and, 
that  are  known  to  give  a  temporary  increase  as  a  last  experiment,  trial  was  made  of  an 
to  the  force  of  the  general  cireulation  ;  such  opposite  system  of  treatment :  nourishing  diet 
as  intemperance,  bodily  exertion,  mental  and  tonics  were  preacribed.  In  a  fortnight 
emotion,  a  costive  state  of  bowels,  straining,  ahe  was  restored  to  very  tolerable  health." 
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We  see  scores  of  cases  resembling  this,  what  groonds  this  opiniooresCB;  but  whether 

eTery  day,  in  chlorotic  girls;    in  children  it  be  compressible  or  not,  whether,  that  is 

with  head.aifections  ;  in  women  who  have  it  be  or  be  not  reducible  by  pressure  into  a 

lost  much  blood   in   parturition ;    and  in  smaller  compass,   it  is  desrly   capable  of 

various  other  sick  persons.     These  consi*  having  different  degnsB  of  pressure  applied 

derations    are    pregnant  with  the  deepest  to  it,  and  of  being  pressed  oat  of  its  (Nndinary 

interest.    Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and  the  late  form.  We  shall  see,  herdsfter,  that  by  pres- 

Dr.  Gooch,  have  deserved  well  of  the  pro-  sure  exercised  from  within,  by  the  di^enson 

fession  and  of  the  public,  in  having  solicited  of  what  are  called  the  ventricle  of  the  brain, 

attention  to  these  cases,  in  which  symptoms  the  convolutions  on  its  surface  are  sometiiDef 

Uke  those  produced  by  plethora  or  inflam-  flattened,  and  the  natural  furrovra  between 

mation  are  presented,   and  in  which    the  them  nearly  effaced.  Pressure  there  certainly 

treatment  proper  for  plethora  or  inflamma-  is  in  what  I  shall  have  to  describe  to  you  is 

tion  has,  for  that  reason,  been  too  often  hypertrophy  of  the  brain.     There  must  be 

adopted,  with  well-meant,  but  ftital  energy,  considerable  pressure  on  the  nervous  pulp 

I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you  that  our  know-  when  blood  is  poured  out  within  it  from  a 

ledge  on  these  subjects  is  yet  complete :  for  ruptured  artery  in  cerebral    hemorrhage. 

the  points  I  have  been  adverting  to  are  com-  But  the  phsenomena  noticeable  when  a  por- 

paratively  new  to  our  contemplation  :   but  I  tion  of  the  skull  has  been  removed  by  the 

wish  you  to  bear  them  steadfastly  in  mind  in  trephine,   show  very  dearly  that  the  en- 

your  future  observation  of  disease.     I  am  cephalon    sustains    pressure   from   varying 

confident  that  you  will  often  find  in  them  states    of    the    circulation    during  perfect 

the  key  to  correct  and  successful  treatment,  health.     Hie   surface   of   the    brain,  seen 

I  showed  you,  in  the  last  lecture,  how  amau-  through  the  circular  opening  in  the  bone,  is 

rosis  might  result  from  a  comparative  empti-  observed  to  pulsate ;  and  to  pulsate  with  a 

ness  of  the  arteries  of  the  eye :  I  am  tempted  twofold  motion.    With  every  systole  of  the 

here  (as  it  illustrates  also  what  I  am  at  heart,  the  surface  protrudes  a  little ;  and  it 

present  speaking  of)  to  cite  an  analogous  again  subsides  with  the  succeeding  diastole. 

affection,  from  a  similar  causey  of  the  sense  This  shows  that  the  tension  of  the  arteries. 

of  hearing.     A  gentleman,  thirty  years  old,  produced  by  every  contraction  of  the  ventri- 

was  reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme  weakness  cles  of  the  heart,  exerts  a  degree  of  pressure 

and  emaciation  by  some  complaint  of  his  upon  the  contents  of  the  cranium.     But  the 

stomach.     As  the  debility  advanced  he  be-  brain  has  an  alternate  movement  alsOf  cor- 

came  very  deaf;  and  this  symptom  varied  in  responding  with  the  movements  of  the  thoiax 

the  following  instructive  manner.     He  was  in  breathing ;  rising  with  every  act  of  expi- 

very  deaf  while  sitting  erect,  or  standing ;  ration,  and  sinking  with  every  act  of  inspi- 

but  when  he  lay  horizontally,  with  his  head  ration.     Now,  during  expiration,  the  blood 

very  low,  ha   heard    perfectly.     If,  when  escapes  less  freely  from  the  head  through  the 

standing,  he  stooped  forwards,  so  as  to  pro-  veins ;     and  thus  again  vascular  fulness  is 

duce  flushing  of  the  face,  his  hearing  was  per^  found  connected  with  evidence  of  pressure 

feet;  and  upon  raising  himself  again  into  the  on  the  parts  within  the  head.     In  further 

erect  posture,  he  continued  to  hear  distinctly  proof  of  this,  if  any  were  needed,  I  may 

as  long  as  the  flushing  continued :  as  this  went  again  refer  to  Dr.  Kellie's  experiments.  He 

off  the  deafness  returned.  fAbercrombieJ  removed  a  portion  of  the  cranium  of  a  dog 

An  old  clergyman,  who  is  sometimes  my  by  the  trephine.    The  brain  was  observed  to 

patient,  is  troubled  by  two  grievances ;  deaf-  rise  and  fall  alternately,  but  so  as  always  to 

ness,  and  an  intermitting  pulse.     They  are  fill  the  cranium ;  so  that  the  rise' was  a  sort 

both  always  benefitted  by  quina.  of  protinsion  thix>ttgh  the  opening  that  had 

been  made.     One  of  the  carotid  arteries  was 

Presaure. — I  have  thought  it  right  to  lay  now  opened,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  after- 

before  you  this  view  of  the  peculiar  predica-  wards  there  was  an  evident  gradual  sinking 

ment  in  which    the    circulation  of  blood  and  receding  of  the  brain  from  the  noargia 

through  the  cerebral  vessels  is  placed,  and  of  the  opening. 

the  probability  thence  arising  that  a  dis-  It  is  certain  then  that,  whether  the  cere- 
turbance  of  the  equilibrium  between  the  bral  pulp  yields  to  it  or  not,  there  is  a  con- 
arterial  and  venous  blood  in  that  organ  may  stent  alternation  of  a  greater  and  a  less  com- 
be a  frequent  cause  of  certain  derangements  pressing  force,  exerted  upon  it,  during  life, 
of  its  functions.  But  there  is  another  prin-  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  continual 
ciple  by  which  many  of  the  same  derange-  variation  of  the  compressing  force  may  be 
ments,  that'leave  no  vestige  behind  them  in  essential  to  the  performance  of  the  cerebral 
the  corpse,  may,  with  at  least  equal  proba-  functions.  May  not  the  brain  be  tiiiis 
bility,  be  expliuned.  I  mean  the  principle  incessantly  charyed,  if  indeed  it  be  (as  has 
ot  varying  preuure  upon  the  nervous  sub-  been  suggested  by  no  less  a  philosopher  tbsn 
stance.  Physiologists  say  that  the  cerebral  Sir  John  Herschcl)  '*  an  electric  pile,  coo- 
matter  is  incom|irssBible :    I  know  not  on  stantly  in  action,"  discharging  itself  by  the 
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nerves,  at  brief  inteirals,  "  when  the  tension  and  latisfactory  of  the  two.     To  the  one 

of  the  electricity  developed  reaches  a  certain  principle  or  the  other  I  shall  frequently  be 

point  ?"    However  this  may  be,  it  is  equally  obliged  to  refer,  in  endeavouring  to  account 
certain  that  the  compressing  force  may  trans- .  for  the  phenomena  of  cerebral  diseases :  some 

grrcss  its  natural  limits,  in  either  direction ;  of  which  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  in  the 

may  be  too  great  or  too  little.  The  functions  next  lecture. 

of  the  nervous  centres  may  be  perverted,  or 

lost,  when  the  pressure  becomes  excessive ;  Ti?r"PfTni7o 

or,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  pressure  i-iscruKES 

is  insufficient.     And  this  hypothesis  of  pres-  n*^  n  n  oi  »      ^^ 

sure  being  at  the  bottom  of  many  nervous  MORTIFICATION, 

disorders,  wiU  explain  equally  well  the  ob-  Delivered  at  the  Medical  Theatre  of  Si. 

ecure  cases  to  which  reference    has  been  George's  Uotpital. 

made.     The  pressure  may  cause  fatal  coma,  n    c     t> 

and  yet  no  evidence  of  its  operation  be  left  ^^  ®'*  Benjamin  C.  Brodie,  Bart. 

in  the  dead  brain ;   in  cases  of  permanent  F.R.S.  ficc. 

disease  vrith  occoWema/ symptoms,  accidental  Lecture  VI. Jan.  20   1841. 

circumstances  may  from  time  to  time  deter-  ^»_« 

mine  an  undue  amount  of  compressing  foree,  --.      . 

or  a  deficient  amount:   and   I  think  Dr.  MorttfieattonoftheintegumenUoftheleg, 

Abercrombie  has  gone  too  far  when  he  says  There  are  cases  of  mortification  of  the  inte- 

*<  we  may  safely  assert  that  the  brain  is  not  guments  of  the  legs  which  appear  to  corre- 

compressible  by  any  such  force  as  can  be  spond  very  nearly  to  those  of  mortification  of 

conveyed  to  it  from  the  heart  through  the  the  toes,  of  which  I  treatedin  the  last  lecture, 

carotid  and  vertebral  arteries."     Dr.  Kellie  There  is,  however,  sufficient  difference  be- 

narrates  the  following  curious  circumstance :  —  tween  these  two  classes  of  cases  to  justify  me 

"  Mr.  G.,  with  a  numerous  train  of  distress-  in  noticing  them  separately.     Mortification 

ing  symptoms,  which  too  well  marked  the  of  the  integuments  of  the  legs  is  of  more 

existence  of  enlargement  of  the  heart,  and  frequent  occurrence   than  mortification  of 

of  the  violent  propulsive  energy  of   that  the  toes.  We  meet  with  it  earlier  in  life,  and 

viscus,  had  only  one,  characteristic  of  any  in  those  who  have  less  distinct  marks  of  old 

disturbance  within  the  head.     On  looking  age  upon  them ;  at  the  same  time  that  the 

upwards  to  the  whitened  ceiling  of  a  room,  chances  of  recovery  are  greater  in  the  former 

he  saw  a  darkened  spectrum,  which  vanished  than  they  are  in  the  latter.     Undoubtedly 

and  reappeared  with  great  regularity.      It  mortification  ofthe  leg  (as  wdl  as  mortifica- 

was  soon  discovered  that  the  appearance  of  tion  of  the  toes)  frequently  has  its  origin  in 

this  umbra  was  synchronous  with  the  systole  organic  disease  of  the  vascular  system.     But 

of  the  -heart,  so  that  he  used  often,  in  my  then  I  find  reason  to  believe  that  it  takes 

presence,  to  count  his  pulse  with  the  utmost  place  in  many  cases  independently  of  organic 

precision,  by  keeping  his  eye  fixed  on  the  disease  of  any  kind — as  in  persons  who  are 

ceiling,  and  numbering  every  appearance  of  merely  lowered  and  exhausted  by  previous 

the  spectrum."  illness  ;  whose  heart  does  not  act  with  suffi- 

Objections,  I  should  tell  you,  have  oeen  cient  power,  because  it  partakes  of  the  general 

raised  against  this  theory  of  pressure  affect-  debility.     Such  persons  may  and  do  recover 

ing  the  functions  of  the  nervous  centres ;  perfectlyj  living  for  years  afterwards  without 

but  I  think  the  objections  are  susceptible  of  any  symptoms  of  organic  disease  shewing 

a  satisfactory  answer.     I  must  content  my-  themselves. 

self,  however,  for  the  present,  with  having  Let  me  not,  however,  run  the  risk  of  mis- 
pointed  out  the  main  grounds  upon  which  leading  you ;  as  the  more  fortunate  cases,  of 
the  theory  rests.  The  difficulties  that  attend  which  I  have  just  spoken,  do  not  include  the 
it,  and  the  considerations  which  diminish  whole  of  those  which  you  will  meet  with  in 
the  force  of  those  difficulties,  wiU  come  practice.  So  when  you  are  first  called  to  a 
necessarily  before  us  on  a  future  occasion.  case  of  this  kind  you  must  always  look  at  it,  in 

The  two   principles  which   I   have  here  the  first  instance,  with  anxiety  and  suspicion, 

touched  upon,  as  relating  to  derangements  A  person  comes  to  you  with  a  vesication 

of    the    nervous    functions  —  namely,     an  on  the  leg,  and  when  the  cuticle  has  given 

altered .  proportion  of  venous  and  arterial  way  you  find  a  little  slough  at  the  bottom, 

blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels ;  and  the  agency  The  slough  may  go  on  spreading,  probably 

of  pressure ; — ^may  perhaps  both  run  up  into  very  slowly,  ])erhaps  with  little  or  no  suffer- 

one  and  the  same  principle.     Pressure  may  ing.     By  and  by  there  is  an  attack  of  severe 

act  by  disturbing  the  balance  of  the  circu-  pain,  with  surrounding  inflammation,  and 

lation  :  or  the  disturbed  balance  may  act  by  perhaps  shivering.     In  a  day  or  two  after 

inducing  a  variation  or  shifting  of  pressure,  this  the  mortification  is  found  to  be  making 

The  evidence  in  favour  of  the  operation  of  greater  progress.     In  bad  cases  the  mortifi- 

preesure  is,  to  my  mind,  the  more  certain  cation  spreads  with  fricfhtfbl  r8|iidity,  wiCfa 
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niiioh  eooftitational  dittwbaiMe.  Hie  pulae  caieg  to  which  this  traatmsiit  isndt  at  lk«Uip« 
beoomes  irregular,  feeble,  intermittent ;  the  plicable :  I  allude  to  thoee  in  w]ii<^  tbioe  if « 
tou^ue  18  dry  and  brown ;  the  patient  wan-  good  deal  of  surrounding  inflammation,  and 
ders  in  faia  mind,  then  beoomes  comatose,  great  heat  of  the  limb.  Under  tiicae  cir- 
sinlcs,  and  dies.  Such  is  the  history  of  one  cumstances  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  may 
of  the  wont  cases  of  mortification  of  the  skin  be  aggravsted  by  keeping  the  limb  wrapped 
of  the  leg ;  corresponding,  you  will  perceive,  up  in  wool.  The  pait  requires  to  be  kept 
a  good  deal,  in  the  symptoms,  to  those  of  cool,  and  you  may  apply  a  piece  of  lint 
senile  mortification  of  the  toes.  There  is  a  dippied  in  water,  and  kept  constantly  moist, 
chronic  attack  of  the  disease  at  first,  with  or  a  simple  poultice.  Water  dressing,  how- 
little  constitutional  disturbance;  the  morti-  ever,  is  the  simplest  application,  caosing  the 
fication  spreading  slowly ;  the  disease  after-  least  trouble  to  the  patient,  and  is,  at 
wards  assuming  an  acute  form,  and  in  a  short  sny  rate,  as  effectual  as  the  poultice.  But 
time  terminating  Ufb.  But  in  other  more  for-  when  the  heat  and  pain  have  in  some  degree 
tunate  cases  the  mortification  goes  on  spread-  subsided,  then  you  may  have  recourse  to 
ing  slowly,  with  little  or  no  suffering,  with  (the  other  treatment.  When  the  slough 
no  great  constitutional  disturbance,  and  at  has  separated  a  broad  ulcer  is  left,  seldom 
Isst  under  proper  treatment  stops;  the  slough  very  deep,  and  often  quite  superficial,  and 
coming  away,  the  sore  granulating  and  heal-  for  the  treatment  of  this  no  specific  rule 
ing.  As  I  told  you  before,  a  patient  who  can  be  laid  down.  Usually  the  sore  does 
has  suffered  in  this  manner  may  live  Air  not  require  any  very  stimulating  appli- 
many  years  afterwards,  and  have  no  return  cation.  I  have  found,  on  the  whole,  the 
of  the  disease.  Barbadoes  naphtha    (if  it  be  genuine)  a 

Sometimes  the  disesflie  appears  in  a  some-  better  remedy  for  the  ulcers  left  after  the 
what  different  shspe.  There  is  a  simple  slough  hss  separated  than  any  thing  else, 
varicose  or  other  ulcer  of  the  leg :  by  and  It  is  a  mild  and  soothing  application,  yet 
by  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  assumes  a  dark  it  has  a  great  tendency  to  clean  what  we 
colour,  the  granulations  die,  the  mortification  cosamonly  call  a  foul  ulcerated  surface, 
extends  toti^skinatthe  margin,  and  spreads  It  is  applied  thus: — ^You  dip  lint  in  it, 
slowly  or  rapidly,  according  to  circumstances,  lay  it  upon  the  surface  of  the  sore,  place 
Periiaps  the  slough  may  come  away,  the  sore  a  piece  of  oiled  silk  over  it,  and  then 
begin  to  heal,  and  actually  heal  to  a  certain  apply  a  bandage  not  very  tight.  This  may 
point ;  then  mortification  may  begin  again,  be  changed  once,  and,  under  certain  circum- 
and  go  on  to  a  certain  extent,  and  then  stop  stances,  twice  daUy.  If  the  limb  be  cold, 
a  second  time.  In  this  way  I  have  known  the  and  the  circulation  in  it  feeble,  you  may  con- 
disease  to  linger  on  for  a  year  or  more,  some-  tinue  to  apply  the  carded  wool,  or  a  thick 
times  terminating  well  at  last,  and  at  other  fleecy  hosiery  stocking  after  the  slough  has 
times  terminating  unfavourably.  separated ;  and  in  general  it  will  he  prudent 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  is  very  simi-  for  the  patient  to  wear  a  warm  stocking  ever 

lar  to  that  of  the  cases  which  I  noticed  in  afterwards. 

the  Isst  lecture,  and,  therefore,  I  need  not        With  regard  to  the  constitutional  treat- 

oocupy  your  time  long  with  this  part  of  the  ment,  your  first  attention  must  be  directed 

subject.    The  patient  ought  to  be  kept  in  to  tlie  state  of  the  digestive  organs.    Gene* 

the  recumbent  posture  in  the  uniform  warmth  rally  in  these  cases  Uie  patient  requires  an 

of  bed.     This  I  conceive  to  be  a  most  essen-  occasional  mercurial  purgative  once  in  four 

tial  part  of  the  treatment,  though  it  may  or  five  days,  or  once  in  a  week,  sooording  to 

sometimes  require  a  considerable  effort  of  circumstances.     I  have  given  bark  and  other 

your   persuasive   powers  to  carry  it  into  tonics,  ammonia,  and  so  on ;  but  I  cannot 

execution.     Not    feeling    himself   ill,   and  say  that  my  experience  leads  me  to  place 

suffering  little  or  no  pain,  he.  may  wish  to  much  faith  in  any  of  these  remedies.     I  may 

lie  on  a  sofa,  or  even  to  walkabout.    I  have  refer  you  here  to  the  observations  on  this 

known  patients  thus  afflicted  walk  to  my  subject  which  I  offered  when  speaking   of 

house  to  see  me,  snd  have  had  great  diffi-  mortification  of  the  toes.     Itismostessentisl 

culty  in  persuading  them  that  they  must  go  that  the  patient's  stomach  should  be  able  to 

home  and  go  to  bed.  digest  food,  and  you  should  take  care  not  to 

With  respect  to  the  locsl  treatment :  in  overload  it  with  medicine  if  it  interferes  with 

the  greater  number  of  cases  I  find  none  to  his  food ;  for  food  is  much  better  than  medi- 

answer  so  well  as  this — applying  some  simple  dne.      Wine  is  generally  required,   except 

dressing  (calsmine  cerate,  for  example)  to  just  at  the  period  when  there  is  mueh  in- 

protect  the  psrt,   and  then  wrap  up  the  flammation  and  pain  in  the  leg:   but  the 

limb  in  carded  wool,  in  the  way  which  I  ex-  quantity  of  wine  administered  must  depend 

plained  in  the  Isst  lecture.  This  should  be  left  on  circumstances.      Here  also  I  may  recal 

undisturbed,  in  the  first  instance,  for  several  to  your  minds  what  I  said  on  the  use  of 

days;  theperiodvaryingafterwards according  wine  in  the  last  lecture.     Opium  in  these 

to  the  quantity  of  discharge.  There  are  a  few  cases  is,  according  to  my  experience,  very 
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senricetfale,  just  as  it  ia  in  coseB  of  mortifica-  Uing  m  piece  of  pardiment  in  appenrance. 
tion  of  the  toes,  but  subject  to  the  same  Aa  it  dned,  the  smaU  veasela  in  Uie  skin 
restrictions  as  in  the  last  mentioned  cases.  If  became  apparent,  injected  with  red  blood  in 
it  makei  the  tongue  dry,  if  it  interferes  with  a  coagulated  state.  In  a  few  days  the  slough 
digestion,  it  does  harm  ;  but  if  it  does  not  separated,  leaving  a  superficial  sore,  which 
mAke  the  tongue  dry,  nor  interfere  with  granulated  andhealedunder  some  very  simple 
digestion,  it  does  great  good.  You  may  ex-  treatment.  But  before  this  sore  waa  well 
hibit  it  at  first  in  moderate  doses,  increasing  closed,  the  patient  had  a  second  attack  of  pain 
them  according  to  circumstances  \  but  always  referred  to  the  margin  of  the  cicatrix,  and  thia 
bear  in  mind  that  when  you  have  occasion  was  followed  by  a  second  slough  very  similar 
to  exhibit  opium,  mercurial  purgatives  will  in  appearance  to  the  first.  There  was,  how- 
be  especially  required,  as  opium  always  ever,  this  peculiarity  in  it — that  while  it 
has  a  tendency  to  stop  the  secretion  of  formed  a  complete  zone  or  circle  round  the 
the  liver,  and  nothing  counteracts  this  ill  cicatrix  it  waa  at  some  little  distance  from 
effect  of  it  to  the  same  extent  as  mercury,  it,  there  being  a  narrow  band  of  sound  akin 
When  the  sore  has  become  quite  clean  leift  between  them.  This  second  slough 
and  healthy,  you  may  apply  diachylon  or  gradually  separated,  and  the  sore  which  it 
soap  plaster  in  stripes  in  a  circular  manner  left  healed ;  but  before  this  process  waa 
round  the  limb,  with  a  bandage  from  the  completed  there  was  a  third  attack  of  pain 
toes  to  the  knee,  treating  it  as  you  would  at  the  margin  of  the  second  cicatrix.  A 
treat  other  sores  of  tlie  leg.  third  slough  formed,  nearly  similar  to  the 

Peculiarfpeciesqf  dry  gangrene  qf  the  skin,  last  —  that  is,  presenting    the    appearance 

—The  wax  model  that  you  see  on  the  table  of  a  zone,   with  an  intermediate  zone  of 

exhibits  the  appearances  of  a  very  peculiar  sound  skin  between  it  and  the  last  formed 

sort  of  mortification,  which  is  not  well  de-  cicatrix.     The  sore  left  by  the  third  slough 

scribed,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  surgical  vrnten.  healed  like  all  the  others.     On  the  9th  of 

If  I  recollect  right,  however,  there  is  a  brief  May  there  was  another  attack  of  pain  referred 

notice  of  a  case  of  this  kind  in  M.  Quesnay's  to  another  spot  on  the  inside  of  the  left 

book  on  gangrene — a  very  excellent  work,  forearm.     It  lasted  a  day  and  a  night,  was 

published  by  an  eminent   French  surgeon  more  severe  than  on  the  former  occasions, 

about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  and  was  followed  by  the  destruction  of  a 

I  have  extracted  from  one  of  my  old  note-  piece  of  the  skin  two  indies  in  diameter, 

books  the  history  of  the  first  case  of  the  The  slough  presented  the  same  appearances 

kind  that  I  met  with  ;  and  I  shall  read  it  as  as  the  former  ones,  and  came  awav  at  the 

it  stands  here,  believing  that  I  can  adopt  no  end  of  a  fortnight,  being  of  the  thickness  of 

better  method  than  this  for  conveying  to  a  crown  piece.     It  left  a  sore  which  healed 

yon  a  knowledge  of  this  disease.  but  slowly.     About  the  middle  of  May  she 

<*  Susan  Orange,  a  girl  fourteen  years  of  began  to  experience  a  slight  pain  npon  one 
age,  was  an  out-patient  of  the  hospital,  instep,  which  continued,  and  on  the  fourth  of 
under  my  care,  so  long  ago  as  October,  1812,  June  this  pain  became  very  intense,  entirely 
o»  account  of  some  kind  of  eruption  of  the  preventing  sleep  on  the  following  night.  On 
skin  of  the  left  arm.  She  appeared  full  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  June  the  pain 
grown,  but  had  never  menstruate.  She  had  had  subsided,  but  a  slough  was  formed  as 
a  pale  sallow  complexion,  with  a  very  feeble  large  as  the  palm  of  a  man's  hand,  covering 
pnlse ;  altogether  exhibiting  marks  of  a  very  the  greater  part  of  the  instep,  which  pre- 
languid  state  of  tbe  system.  About  the  end  sent^  the  same  appearances,  and  ran  the 
of  February,  1813,  the  eruptions  became  same  course,  as  those  on  the  forearm,  except 
very  much  relieved.  (Now  of  this  early  part  that  tbe  separation  of  the  slough,  and  the 
of  her  case  I  have  only  some  short  notes ;  healing  of  the  sore,  were  more  tedious  than 
and  it  is  not  even  stated  what  was  the  exact  had  bm  the  case  in  the  upper  extremity, 
character  of  the  eruption.  Whatever  they  After  this  no  fresh  sloughs  formed  for  a 
were  they  did  not  exist  to  any  very  great  considerable  time,  though  the  patient  con- 
extent.)  Almost  immediately  after  the  erup-  tmued  in  the  same  feeble  state  of  health, 
tions  in  the  arm  had  disappeared,  in  the  be-  She  left  the  hospital,  and  I  lost  sight  of  her 
ginning  of  March,  1813,  she  was  seized  with  until  October  in  the  same  year,  when  she 
pain,  confined  to  a  single  spot  on  the  left  was  admitted  into  the  physicians'  ward, 
forearm.  The  pain  lasted  three  hours,  and  under  Dr.  Warren.  She  remained  there  for 
then  subsided ;  but  that  part  of  the  skin  of  a  considerable  time  in  very  weak  health, 
the  forearm  to  which  the  pain  had  been  re-  with  occasional  formations  of  the  same  white 
ferred,  and  which  was  of  about  the  extent  of  cutaneous  sloughs  in  diiferent  parts  of  the 
a  shilling,  was  left  with  a  white  and  shrivelled  body.  At  hut  she  quitted  the  hospital,  and 
appearance;  it  was,  in  &ct,  dead,  and  in  a  I  lost  sight  of  her  altogether.  But  Mr. 
short  time  the  dried  skin  became  hard  and  Hammerton,  of  Piccadilly,  who  was  apotfas* 
homy,  of  a  straw  colour,  somewhat  resem-  cary  of  the  hospital  at  the  time,  informed 
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me  that  she  went  to  stay  with  some  friends  find  a  very  carious  account  of  a  whole  family 

who  lived  near  Windsor.     He    has  since  becoming  a£fected  with  mortification  of  the 

heard  tliat  she  died  there,  and  that  there  extremities,    though    it  is  not  stated  that 

was  no  post-mortem  examination.  they   had    been  living  on   any  deleterious 

The  model  that  you  see  on  the  table  was  articles  of  food.     The  account  is  given  by  a 

taken  from  a  patient  of  Mr.  Keate's,  and  it  physician  in   Suffolk   of  a  family  in   that 

very  accurately  represents  the  peculiar  ap«  county,  and  nothing  is  stated  which  throws 

pearance  which  the  sloughs  assumed  in  the  light  upon   the  cause    of   the    mysterious 

case  of  which  I  have  given  you  the  history,  disease.     The  father,  mother,  and  five  chiU 

You  see  the  disease  in  its  various  stages :  dren,  if  I  remember  right,  were  all  affected, 

some  of  the  sloughs  are  recently  formed,  and  The  lower  extremities  mortified  in  all  except 

in   other  places  they  have  separated,  and  the  father,  in  whom  the  fingers  only  mortis 

there  is  a  clean  granulating   ulcer.      The  fied.     Mr.  Solly,  in  the  two  last  volumes  of 

only  circumstance  that  I  remember  different  the    Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,    has 

in  the  case  of  Susan  Orange  is,  that  there  the  given  the  history  of  a  child  in  whom  ooe 

vessels  injected  with  red  blood  in  a  coagu-  extremity  after  another,  without  any  evident 

lated  state,  and  ramifying  through  the  white  reason,   mortified.      The  disease   went    on 

slough,  were  much  more  distinct  than  they  for    twelvemonths    before     it    terminated 

are  in  this  model.     Mr.  Keate's  patient  be-  fatally.      The  limbs  had  all  mortified,  and 

came  a  great  deal  better,  and  it  is  supposed  the  sloughs  had  separated,  a  sort  of  natural 

that  she  ultimately  recovered  under  the  con-  amputation  having  taken  place.     The  child 

tinned  use  of  tonics.     Tonics,  and  especially  died,  and  the  body  was  examined  after  death, 

steel,  were  administered  to  the  first  patient  but  the  examination  threw  little  light  on  the 

whose  case  I  have  mentioned,  without  any  pathology ;  and  the  cause  of  the  disease  is 

advantage.  quite  mysterious. 

I  had  a  patient  in  the  hospital  who  la-  In  practice,  you  will  every  now  and  then 
boured  under  a  disease  very  similar.  This  find  other  forms  of  mortification,  which  it  is 
also  was  a  woman  with  irregular  menstrua-  impossible  to  notice  in  lectures, 
tion,  who  was  liable  to  attacks  of  pain  in  the  Anihrtup  or  Carbuncle. — ^There  is,  how- 
leg,  which  ended  in  the  formation  of  thin  ever,  one  other  form  of  this  disease  which  1 
sloughs.  The  only  difference  between  this  think  deserves  your  especial  consideration, 
and  the  other  cases  was,  that  each  slough  and  with  an  account  of  which  I  shall  finish 
was  preceded  by  a  vesication.  The  slough  this  division  of  my  course  of  lectures.  The 
itself  had  the  appearance  which  I  have  just  dbease  to  which  1  allude  is  what  is  commonly 
described.  This  patient  improved  very  much  called  anthrax  or  carbuncle.  There  is  some  • 
under  the  long-continued  use  of  small  doses  thing  more  to  be  said  on  this  subject  than 
of  sulphate  of  copper ;  but  at  last  she  left  upon  ordinary  cases  of  inflammation  tenni- 
thc  hospital,  and  I  lost  sight  of  her ;  and,  nating  in  gangrene,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
indeed,  you  know  that  it  must  be  very  diffi-  that,  although  I  have  referred  to  it  already 
cult  to  get  the  whole  history  of  one  of  these  in  one  of  my  former  lectures,  I  shall  again 
cases ;  or  of  other  cases,  in  which  the  disease  call  yOur  attention  to  it. 
is  protracted  for  a  great  length  of  time.  Persons  who  become  affected  with  car- 

Mortification  from  the  Ergot  of  Bye. —  bunde  are  most  frequently  those  belongiog 

Cases  of  mortification  of  the  limbs  arc  de-  to  the  affluent  classes  of  society ;  and  those 

scribed  as  arising  from  the  use  of  certain  especially  who  have  eaten  and  drunk  a  good 

deleterious  articles  of  food,  especially  from  deal,  and  lived  freely,  and  who  have  appa- 

the  eating  of  bread  made  with  blighted  rye,  rently  enjoyed  robust  health,  are  liable  to 

or  rye  containing  ergot.     It  is   said  that  this    disesase,   after    they  have  passed   the 

people  who  eat  bread  of  this  unwholesome  middle  period  of  life.      Dr.  Prout  has  oh- 

kind  are  liable  to  mortification  of  the  ex-  served  a  very  peculiar  circumstanoe  con- 

trcmities ;  and  that  whole  families  become  nected  with  this  carbuncle,  namely,  that  it 

affected  with  mortification  under  these  cir-  frequently  exists  in  combination  with  that 

cumstances.    I  have  never  seen  any  of  these  form  of  cUabetes  in  which  there  is  sugar  in 

cases   myself,   and    I    cannot  obtain  from  the  urine.      The  patient  is  generally  in  a 

books    any  satisfactory  information  as   to  state  of  ill  health  before  the  carbuncle  ap- 

their  pathology.     I  am  not  aware  that  there  pears ;  oft^n  he  feels  ill,  Uiongh  he  hardly 

is  any  account  extant  of  the  appearances  knows  how  to  explain  in  what  respect  he  is 

which  they  exhibit  on  dissection.      I  think  so,  and  then  the  carbuncle  shews  itself, 
it  right  to  notice  the  subject,  but  as  I  can         Carbuncle,   in  its  commencement,   does 

tell  you  nothing  more  of  it  than  you  can  not  always  present  itself  just  in  the  same 

find  in  books  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  it.  manner.     Sometimes  there  is  a  red  cutaneous 

Mortification  cf   the  ejctremitiet  from  tubercle,  or  a  pimple,  which  becomes  ex- 

unknown  causes. — In   one   of   the    earlier  ceedinglv  painful,  resembling  a    boil,  1>ut 

vohimes  of  the  Annual  Register  you  wHl  which,   mstead  of  soon  terminating  like  a 
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boil,  goes  on  increasing  in  sbe,  becoming  treatment  is  adopted.  Tlie  disease  is  not  very 
more  and  more  painful,  with  much  common  on  other  parts  of  the  body ; 
induration  at  the  base.  Supposing  the  dis-  I  have,  however,  Icnown  it  to  occur  on  the 
ease  to  be  left  to  run  its  course,  it  will  pro-  nates  and  thighs,  and  once  upon  the  face. 
ceed  thus : — the  induration  goes  on  increas-  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  gentleman  who  I  was 
ing  in  degree  as  well  as  in  extent,  the  sldn  told  was  very  ill,  and  when  I  visited  him  I 
becoming  hard  and  brawny,  and  of  a  dark  could  not  at  first  conceive  what  complaint 
crimson  colour,  especially  at  the  centre  of  he  had.  I  never  saw  such  a  man's  face  be- 
the  induration.  I  have  known  the  induration  fore.  It  took  me  some  time  to  understand 
at  last  to  occupy  a  space  not  less  in  size  what  it  was.  There  was  a  carbuncle  on  the 
than  that  of  a  soup-plate.  The  patient  all  nose,  and  you  may  conceive,  better  than  I  can 
this  time  suffers  exceedingly  from  a  burning  describe,  the  strange  appearance  of  the  human 
pain,  with  a  sense  of  weight,  constriction,  hce  under  such  circumstance, 
and  stiffness.  His  health  is  otherwise  de-  This  disease,  I  have  said,  occurs  in  those 
ranged ;  his  pulse  is  frequent ;  his  tongue  who  have  lived  very  freely,  and,  like  most 
furred ;  sometimes  he  is  sick,  and  perhaps  diseases  to  which  such  persons  are  liable, 
he  nauseates  his  food.  In  cases  that  termi-  requires  to  be  treated  not  by  lowering  the 
nate  ill,  you  will  find,  after  a  certain  time,  patient,  but  by  giving  him  nourishment  and 
when  the  mduration  is  very  extensive,  the  wine — ^nourishment,  as  far  as  his  stomach 
pulse  becoming  weak,  irregular,  and  inter-  can  digest  it ;  wine,  as  far  as  he  can  take  it 
mittent  ;  there  is  great  prostration  of  without  being  heated,  and  rendered  feverish 
strength,  a  hurried  manner,  delirium,  coma,  and  irritable.  Where  there  is  excessive 
and  this  last  symptom  precedes  death.  But  pain  you  must  administer  opium.  It  is 
the  disease  may  terminate  more  favourably,  better,  generally,  when  the  patient  is  suffer- 
even  without  the  aid  of  surgery.  The  cen-  ing  a  great  deal  of  pain,  to  give  a  good  dose 
tral  part  of  the  hardness  becomes  softer  ;  of  opium  at  night ;  but,  if  possible,  to  avoid 
you  can  feel  an  imperfect  fluctuation  under  giving  it  in  the  day-time.  There  is  always  a 
the  fingers ;  the  skin  ulcerates  in  one  small  great  objection  to  the  exhibition  of  opium,  as 
point,  then  in  another,  till  you  find  it  per-  it  will  interfere  with  digestion  and  confine  the 
forated  in  a  great  number  of  points,  and  a  bowels ;  but  there  is  a  still  greater  objection 
white  slough  is  seen  through  the  perforations,  to  the  want  of  sleep,  and  you  must  give  it 
By  and  by  the  intermediate  portions  of  the  as  the  least  of  two  evils.  If  you  administer 
skin  between  these  points  perish,  and  a  medicine  besides,  bark,  quinine,  and  other 
slough  of  the  skin  comes  away.  There  is  a  tonics,  may  be  given.  But  I  do  not  think 
discharge  of  a  small  quantity  of  thin  matter,  that  in  general,  during  the  active  stage  of 
and  a  large  slough  of  the  cellular  membrane  the  disease  at  least,  you  will  find  much 
is  seen  underneath.  Some  time  afterwards  good  from  any  thing  but  nourishment,  wine, 
the  slough  comes  away,  consisting  partly  and  opium,  with  an  occasional  purgative. 
of  dead  cellular  membrane,  partly  of  lymph.  The  purging,  however,  should  not  be  carried 
and  partly  of  pus,  which  is  infiltrated  into  to  an  excess.  Moderate'  purgatives,  ad- 
it. Then  the  exposed  surface  granulates  ministered  at  mtervals,  may  be  usef\il,  and 
and  heals.  indeed  necessary ;  but  a  repetition  of  drastic 

But  in  other  cases  the  disease,   in  its  purgatives  will  be  injurious, 
origin,  is  somewhat  different,  shewing  itself        But  the  principal  remedy  in  these  cases 

not  in  the  skin,  but  in   the  subcutaneous  belongs  to  the  local  treatment.     I  described 

texture.     There  is  a  hard  lump  in  the  cellu-  to  you  the  disease,  supposing  it  to  be  left 

lar  membrane    under    the   skin,   which   is  to  run  its  course,  and  it  is  always  desirable 

excessively  painful ;  this  goes  on  increasing  to  know  what  a   disease  will   be   if  you 

till  it  adheres  to  the  skin,  then  the  skin  be-  let  it  alone ;    but   I  do  not  advise  you  to 

comes  discoloured,  and  the  disease  runs  the  let  this  alone,   nevertheless.      Until  there 

game  course  as  in  the  other  cases,  in  which  is  an  opening  in  the  skin,  until  the  pus 

it  begun  with  a  red  pimple.  begins  to   escape  and    the    slough   is  ex- 

The  disease  occurs  in  men  more  frequently  posed,  the   brawny   hardness  of   the   skin 

than  in  women,  perhaps  because  they  live  continues    to    spread.       The   slough    and 

on  the  whole  more  intemperately.     It  occurs  matter    require    an    exit,    and    you    must 

more  frequently  on  the  back,  between  the  give  them  an  exit  by  making  a  free  crucial 

shoulders,  than  any  where  else  ;    sometimes  incision  through  the  carbuncle.     Make,  not 

on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  sometimes  on  a  small  partial  incision  in  the  middle,  but 

the  occiput.      I  have  observed  that  when  one  which  extends  corai)lctely  through  the 

it  is  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  especially  whole  brawny  tumor,  from  one  side  to  the 

when  it  is  on  the  occiput,  the  disease  is  very  other,  and  then  another  at  right  angles  to 

dangerous ;  but  by  far  the  greater  number  the  first,  also  completely  through  the  tumor 

of  patients  recover  in  whom  the  disease  is  and  to  the  bottom  of  it.  If  this  be  done  effec- 

situated  elsewhere,  and  in  whom  a  proper  tually,  and  not  too  eariy,  you  will  generally 
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find  that  the  progren  of  the  indnrstion  is  retired  from  Ma  profrssion,  aboat  axty-thnc 

stopped.     If  itihouldi  however,  oontinae  to  or  sixty-four  yean  of  age,  called  upon  mr 

extend,  youraiut  follow  it  with  an  incision  on  aome  years  ago,  at  my  own  hoosey  in  the 

another  day.     Where  this  inciaion  is  made  at  morning,  and  said  there  was  some  complaint 

the  proper  period,  it  is  generally  effectual ;  in  his  hack,  and  that  he  suffered  a  great  deal 

and  with  good  medical  treatment  the  patient  of  pain.     On  examination  I  found  thattbere 

recorers.  In  making  the  incision,  you  will  find  was  a  carbuncle.     I  sent  Jiim  home,  and  told 

that  you  divide  a  tUck  slough  of  the  cellular  him  to  poultice  it.     Two  or  three  days 

membrane,  and  it  has  a  peculiar  appearance,  afterwards,   it  being,  as  I  supposed,  in  a 

as  I  have  already  explained,  in  consequence  of  proper  state  for  the  opoation,  I  made  a 

itsbeinginfiltratedwithlymphandpus,80that  crucisl  incision  through  it.     He  was  Tery 

when  it  comes  away  it  is  more  thim  the  mere  much  relieved,    and   was    going    on    leiy 

destruction  of  the  living  parts  will  account  well  indeed,  when  there  appeared  •■»***^hrr 

for.     After  you  have  nuule  the  incisions  you  carbuncle,  but  on    a   smaller   scale    than 

may  apply  a  poultice  to  the  part,  and  change  the  first.      It  was  not  a  pimple    in     the 

it  three  or  four  times  a  day.     It  is  not  un-  skin,  but  the  subcutaneous    form   of    the 

common  to  apply  some  digestive  ointment,  disease   which   I    have  already  mentioned, 

such  as  used  to  be  called  baaUiam,  or  the  I  told  him  what  I    believed    to    be    the 

unguerUum    elemi    composUum ;    it    being  case.      He  said  that  it  did  not  give   him 

supposed  that  this  favours  the  separation  a  great  deal    of    pain,    and    I    tfierefbre 

of  tiie  slough.     I  do  not  know  udiether  such  thought   it  would   be  better  to  let  it  ad. 

applications  have  this  effect  or  not ;  perhaps  vance  a  little  further  before  I   opened   it. 

they  may  :  at  any  rate  they  can  do  no  harm.  It  went  on  increasing,  the    skin    over  it 

When  the  sloughs  are  separated,  the  patient's  became  purple,  and  the  whole  *««""*Bg  the 

system  will  be  relieved ;  but  he  will  require  ordinary  form  of  carbuncle.     In  the  mean- 

support,  both  from  food  and  medicine.     If  time  he  coutinued  well,  and  appeared  to  have 

they  were  not  useful  before,  he  will  now  hardly  any  thing  the  matter  with  him  except 

derive  benefit  from  tonics,  especially  from  the  local  complaint.     But  two  or  three  days 

bark.    Although  I  much  doubt  the  efficacy  afterwards,  on  calling  upon  him,  I  found  hiau 

of  tonic  medicines  in  the  early  stage  of  the  in  bed.     On  inquiring  the  cause,  he  saitl,  in 

disease,  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  very  effi-  a  faint  voice,  "  O !  my  dear  friend,   I  ana 

cient  and  very  useful  at  this  period,  when  dying."     I  expressed  a  hope  that  that  was 

the  sloughs  have  separated.  not  the  case.     *'  O  !  yes,*'  said  he,   *'  1  am 

M.  Dupnytren  says,  that  there  are  elon-  dying."     I  found  that  indeed  his  words  were 

gstions  of  the  subcutaneous  cellular  mem*  true.     His  skin  was  cold  and  clammy,  and 

brane  which  extend  into  the  skin,  and  that  the  pulse  scarcely  perceptible.     I  asked  him 

when  one  of  these  becomes  inflamed  it  forms  how  long  he  had  been  in  that  state  ?     His 

a  boil,  but  if  several  be  inflamed  they  form  a  answer  was,    "  During  the  night,  all  the 

carbuncle.     It  may  be  so :  the  disease  may  pain   subsided,   and    at   the   same   time    I 

begin  in  these  elongations  of  the  cellular  became  ill.      I  believe  that  the  carbuncle 

membrane  of  which  he  speaks,  as  far  as  I  itself  has  disappeared."      And  so  it  was  : 

know;  I  cannot  contradict  this  opinion.    But  when  I   examined  the  back   I  could   find 

there  is  something  more  than  this :  I  do  not  scarcely  a  vestige  of  it.     He  died  in  less  than 

believe  a  carbuncle  to  be  a  mere  local  affec-  twenty>four  hours  after   tins   change    had 

tion ;  it  is  a  constitutional  ditoase,  and  is  taken  place. 

always  preceded  by  something  wrong  in  the  Another  circumstance  is  worthy  of  notice, 

general  health.     It  seems  to  me  as  if  there  as  confirming  the  view  which  I  have  taken 

were  something  like  a  poison  in  the  dreula-  of  the  pathology  of  this  disease.     It  fre* 

tion,  which  is  thrown  out  of  it  into  the  quently  happens,  when  a  patient  has  recover- 

cellular  membrane  in  cases  of   carbuncle  ;  ed  from  a  large  carbuncle,  that  other  smaller 

so  that  we  might  be  justified  in  elassing  ones,  like  boils,  appear  on  different  parta  of 

this    disease    with     smalUpox    and    other  his  body;  and  a  succession  of  these,  gradually 

exanthemata.     In  a  case  of  small-pox,  there  becoming  smaller  and  smaller,  may  continue 

is    first   an    attack    of    fever,     which    is  for  many  months,  or  even  for  one  or  two 

relieved  as  soon  as  the  pustules  appear;  years, 
and  as  these  contain  the  variolous  poison, 
there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is 
the  expulsion  of  the  poison  from  the  cir. 

culation  that  relieves  the  fever.     The  case  

which  I  am  about  to  relate  seems  to  indicate 
that  something  like  this  happens  in  cases  of 
carbuncle.  A  gentleman,  an  old  acquaint- 
ance of  mine,  formerly  a  surgeon  of  emi* 
nence  in  a  provincial  town,   out  who  has 
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[Continued  flrom  p.  689*.] 

IFor  the  Medical  Gazette.^  Diagram  of  th«  two  ventricles  of  the  heart  and 

their  great  arteries,  with  the  septnm  of  the  ven- 

nr  *i,^  s,^.t,M  ^f  *hM  ^yk«.«..M.;^«A;»«  ^r*L^  trides  incomplete,  abont  the  fifth  week  of  fatal 

Of  the  cause  (fthe  conunwitcatwn  of  the  ute.  The  dotted  line  is  in  the  situation  of  the  com- 

ventncles  of  the  heart.  mon  commanication«  of  the  two  cavities. 

I  SHOULD  in  the  next  place  attempt  to  ^ght  ventricle  may  keep  up  a  current 

shew    that  the  narrow  aorta  is  one  ^nd  a  passage  into  the  left  cavity  in 

among  many  causes  of  the  commumca-  ^^^  situation  of  the  dotted  line;  and 

tion  of  the  two  auricles,  but  it  will  thus,  on  the  other  hand,  impediment  in 

scarcely  be  out  of  place  to  make  a  few  the  aorta  should  also  lead  to  the  per- 

remarks  on  the  communication  of  the  gigtence  of  the  ventricular  communica- 

ventncles,  and  these  may  lead  ta  a  tions  by  the  pressure  of   the    blood 

readier  comprehension  of  the  opmion  towards  the  right  side.    This  last  case 

which  I  shall  then  take  up.  is  comparatively  rare. 

It  IS  scarcely  a  modern  remark  that  The  common  instance  is  that  in  which 

in  a  very  large  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  aorta  is  said  to  arise  from  or  com- 

which  the  ventricles  communicate,  the  municate  with  the  two  ventricles,  the 

pubnonary  artery  is  at  the  same  time  pulmonary  artery  being  too  narrow, 

obstructed  SCTiously,  though  in  various  ^nd  sometimes  completdy  obstructed ; 

degrees;    I  do  not  suppose  the  case  is  jn  ^^ich  case  the  aorta  receives  all 

different  when  the  artery  ism  aU  points  the  blood,  and  suppHes  the  pubnonarv 

perfect,  but  takes  its  ongin  from  a  httle  arteries  through  the  persistent  ductii 

third  ventricle,  through  which  the  true  arteriosus 

right  ventricle  has  the  same  kind  of  xhe  rarer  cases  are  those  in  which 

difficulty  in  expelhng  its  contents  to-  the  pulmonary  artery  arises  from  both 

ww-ds  the  lungs.  ventricles,  the  aorta  being  too  small, 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  and  the  ductus  arteriosus  furnishes  the 

explainedt  the  above  coincidence;  and,  descending  aorta,  or  the  chief  part  of 

indeed,  until  a  corresponding  elucida-  it.    Here  1  suppose  it  must  be  evident 

tion  of  certain  exceptions  occurred  to  that  the  left  ventricle  will  impel  its 

me,  it  seemed  very  difficult  to  prove  any  residual  current  into  the  pulmonary 

necessary    relation   between  the  two  artery,  and  thus  maintain  the  opening 

states;  but  now  probably  the  explana-  |q  the  septum. 

tion  adduced  below  will  only  require  The  factson  which  the  above  opinions 

to  be  understood  to  obtain  credence.  are  based  must  be  too  well  known  to 

If  the  diag^ram  above  represent  the  need  even  a  reference, 
state  of  the  septum  of  the  ventricles  At  present  I  do  not  know  if  there  be 
during  the  second  month  of  foetal  life,  certainly  any  other  than  the  two  kinds 
and  we  suppose  an  impediment  in  the  of  cases  here  given.  The  following 
pulmonary  artery,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  instance,  however,  may  be  thought  to 
that  delay  and  accumulation  in  the  offer  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
conclusion : — 

•  The  reader  *•  reqnested  to  correct  the  follow-  No.  1 380.— In  the  collection  at  Guy 's 

inr  misprints :— Page  6S6,  for  "  the  nrl's  foot"  ^ 

read" the ifirl's fist?'    Page 680, for '^wiry" read 

**  erery."  *  NoCwithstaodinga  contrary  statement  which 

t  A  seemingly  erroneooa  interpretation  of  has  run  through  a  snccession  of  books,  I  very 

Louis  b^  Dr.  Joy  may  appear  to  contradict  this  much  doubt  that  the  perforation  of  the  septum 

conclusion.  yeDtriculonun  ever  occurs  at  any  other  part. 
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is  a  "  heart  with  an  aperture  in  the  the  support  of  fuhiess  in  the  left  auri- 

upper  part  of  the  septum  of  the  ven-  cle  is  unnaturally  deficient.    So  lon^, 

tncles.    It  was  taken  from  a  young  however,  as  the  foramen  ovale  is  truly 

w^oman,  aged 20,of  loose  life,  hut  wno  had  valvular  ^opening  only  when  the  chief 

enjoyedgood health  till  two  years  hefore  pressure  is  from  right  to  left)  we  mast 

her  admission.    Her  princjpal  symp-  suppose  that  it  transmits  no hlood  when 

toms    were   lividity   of   countenance,  the  two  auricles  are  equally  filled ;  that 

orthophcea,  and  great  physical  weak-  is  to  say,  when  the  pulmonary  circn- 

ness.    The   heart   is    not   enlarged."  lation  is  easy,  and  allow^s  the  left  auri> 

The  aorta  seems  pretty  natural.    The  cle  to  he  well  filled  from  the  right 

pulmonary  artery  can  'only  be  said  to  ventricle. 

be  small,  and  to  have  rather  scanty  and  M.Bizot  has  shewn  that  in  two-sevenths 
weak  valves.  The  circumference  of  of  the  cases  he  has  examined  there  was 
the  perforation  betrays  a  degree  of  moreorless  communication  between  the 
thickening,  roughness,  opacity,  and  in-  auricles ;  but  I  do  not  believe  the  coin- 
duration,  that  cannot  well  be  accounted  munication  is  to  he  considered  as  im- 
for,  without  inferring  the  existence  of  -  portant  in  more  than  a  quarter  of  the 
inflammation  at  some  early  period,  cases  in  which  it  exists.  A  narrow  and 
My  opinion  is,  notwithstanding,  that  oblique  passage  can  avail  little  in  any 
the  small  pulmonary  artery  was  pro-  case. 

bably  concerned  in  the  origin  of  this  It  is  only  when  the  opening  Is  free, 

affection.  and  the  pulmonary*  obstruction  material. 

It  may  happen  that  the  obstruction  that  the  circumstance  is  to  have  wci^t 

in  the  pulmonary  artery  or  aorta  is  not  in     physiological     and     pathological 

quite  sulficient  to  obviate  the  closing  reasoning;  and  these  instances  are  pro- 

up  of  the  septum,  and  we  may  find  it,  bably  not  equal  to  one-fiftieth  of  ali 

therefore,  completed,  though  scantily ;  fatal  cases. 

tliin,  membranous,  broad,  and    semi-  Of  course,  as  a  matter  of  theory,  it  i» 

transparent ;  a  fossa  ovalis  in  the  sep-  true,  with  respect  to  the  communication 

turn  of  the  ventricles,  situated  beneath  of  the  auricles  and  of  the  ventricles, 

and  between  the  posterior  aortic  cres-  that  the  power  being  greater  on  either 

cent  and  the  rignt  anterior  one ;  and  side  will  determine  the  course  of  the 

this  is  not  a  very  uncommon  appear-  stream ;  but  other   important  circum- 

ance.  stances  must  also  be   weighed  along 

We  have  next  to  trace  the  conse-  with  the  power,  in  considering  the  di- 

qucnces  of  conu'enital  obstructions  in  rection  of  the  currents  and  their  pecu- 

tne  foramen  oveue.^  liar  cfTects.    The  quantity  of  infius,  the 

_  _  _                ,    ^.*        J,   .                .  degree  of  distension,  the  relation  bc- 

Ofthe  commumcatums  of  the  two  aun-  tween  the  capacity  and  thickncsaof  the 

^^**  cavity,  and  the  freedom  of  ihe  outlets — • 

Although  the  kind  of  impediment  we  all  these,  and  probably  more,  an  to  be 

have  been  considering  may  be  inade-  considered,  and  comparison  made  be- 

quale  to  maintaining  the  ventricular  tween  them  on  the  two  opposite  sides  of 

communication  of  the  .young  foetus,  it  the  heart« 

may  still  exert  a  mischievous  influence  I  shall  now  speak  of  a  few  marked 

on  the  foramen  ovale  of  the  auricles,  by  cases  in  which,  the  foramen  ovale  being 

creating  an  undue  distension  in   one  closed,  pressure  on  one  side  has  deep« 

auricle  or  in  both.    The  parts  being  ened  the  fossa  into  a  pouch  or  eul-de- 

weaker,  and   the  opening  continuing  sac — a  state  which  I  shall  call  saocifonn 

naturally  till  birth,  may  render  the  efiect  depression  of  the  fossa  oTalis.     Tlie 

of  distension  more  considerable  as  well  only  importance  which  I  would  here 

as  more  frequenL  attach  to  the  knowledge  of  this  change 

I f  obstructions  in  the  respiration  and  relates  to  its  illustrating  still  ^jrogressive 

pulmonary    circulation   arise   in    the  alterations,  such  as  the  perforation  of 

young  child,  (and  sometimes  doubtless  the  fossa,  as  by  absorption,  of  which  1 

at  any  age),  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  shall  afterwards  speak, 

being  distended  by  the  delay  in  the  pul-  The  sacciform  oepression  of  die  oval 

monary  artery,  and  consequent accumu-  fossa  is  scareely,  I  think,  verv  nncom* 

lation  and  reflux  in  the  ri^t  side  of  the  mon.    I  do  not  know  that  it  is  ever 

hcnrt,  the  valve  of  Botm  may  still  be  produced  but  from  uodnc  pttsrore  in 

unclosed  or  very  ready  to  yield,  whilst  the  right  auricle. 


CASES  OF  UNNATURAL  NARHOWNBSS  OF  THE  AORTA.  753 

Ko.  1418  in  the  Museum  is  a  "  heart  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been 

somewhat  dilated,  with  large  excres-  before  adverted  to,  yet  possibly,  when 

cences  or  vegetations  about  the  aoKic  looked  for,  they  will  not  prove  ex- 

v^ves,  which  are  somewhat  contracted,  tremely  rare*.    They  result  from  undue 

There    are    likewise    some   adherent  pressure  on  the  right  side,  together  with 

coafi[ula  within  the  left  ventricle  at-  defective  support  on  the  left   ^  The 

tached  to  the  thickened  curtains  and  main  importance  of  the  observation  of 

cords  of  the  mitral  valve.    The  patient  them,  after  all,  may  be,  that  they  illus- 

laboured  under  rheumatism  about  four  trate  the  state  of  the  auricles  as  to 

years  before  death,  but  only  complained  tension,  which  is  still  too  little  under- 

of  palpitation  of  the  heart  for  the  last  stood.     It  is  needless  to  repeat  that 

twelve  months. '     There  are  traces  of  they  are  adduced  here  for  a  different 

sliffht  pericarditis."      Here  is  also  a  object. 

wide  unequal  fossa  ovalis,  with  a  con-  Many  pathologists  have  dwelt  on  the 

cave  depression ;   the  ascending  aorta  possibility  of  the  foramen  ovale  being 

appears  narrow ;  the  descending  wider :  opened  by  rupture,  or  a  kind  of  ulcera- 

tne  dilatation  of  the  heart  is  considera-  tion ;  and  I  think  I  have  some  facts  in 

ble.  illustration  of  these  opinions,  or  rather 

A  drawing  in  the  collection  at  Guy's  of  the  latter  process  ;    for,  although 

represents  a  somewhat  earlv  stage  of  sudden  violence,  regarded   by    itself, 

this  sacciform  depression  of  the  fossa  may  affect  any  part  of  the  body,  I  con- 

ovfldis.     The  cavity  would  lod^  the  oeive  that,  apart  from  an  ulcerative  or 

larger  half  of  a  filbert.    In  this  case  absorbing  process,  the  laceration  of  the 

the    foramen    was  open,  but  strictly  septum  of  the  auricles  must  be  exceed- 

i^vttlar :  it  would  eanly  have  admitted  ingly  uncommon,  and  still  more  difficult 

a  black  lead  pencil  (vide  No.  39-40).  to  establish  in  the  way  of  demonstra- 

The  following  is  a  somewhat  more  tion.    The  reflection  is  reduced  almost 

remarkable  case  (14th  8th  mo.  1 838) : —  to  an  absurdity,  when  we  try  to  suppose 

A  man,  set.  32,  was  affected  with  renal  the  kind  of  external  violence  which  an 

dropsies,  and    severe   pulmonary  en-  experimentalist  might  resort  to,  in  order 

gorgements.    The  cavities  of  the  heart  to  rupture  the  fossa  ovalis  in  an  ox  or 

were  dilated.    The  left  ventricle  was  a  a  sheep  alive  and  in  health 

little  thickened ;   the  left  auricle  was  Independently  of  the  common  val- 

less  dilated  than  the  right,  and  the  fossa  vular  opening  in  the  fossa  ovalis  of  the 

ovalis  formed  a  wide  and  deep  depres-  adult  heart,  I  think  I  could  adduce  a 

sion,  quite  entire,  but  much  and  un-  good  variety  of  partial  wastings  and 

equally  thinned.     A  laminated  cysti-  perforations  arising  in  company  with 

formclot  was  found  in  the  right  auricular  general  dilatation,  and  some  of  these 

appendix,  and  a  similar  IxMy  occupied  combined  with  undue  openness  of  the 

one  cup  of  the  aortic  valves.  proper  foramen,  which  is  likewise,   I 

No.  13£MB,  in  the  Guy's  Museum,  is  a  presume,  mainly  attributable  to  disten- 

specimen  of  an  **  enlarged  heart,  the  sion.    It  is,  however,  most  probable 

parietes    of   which    are     remarkably  that  almost  all  the  remarkable  recorded 

attenuated  near  the  apex  of  the  left  instances  of  wasting  of  the  valve  have 

ventricle ;  the  came®  columnce  appear  been  connected  with  obstructions  in  the 

to  be  ruptured,  and  there  is  a  consideiable  circulation  in  early  life, 

coagulum  formed  at  this  part  (aneurism  The  following  examples  will  not  fail 

of  the  heart).      From    a  gentleman,  to  establish  two  distinct  circumstances, 

rather  above  the  middle  ase,  who  died  First,  the  valve  perforated  by  absorp- 

very  suddenly  in  a  state  of  syncope,  of  tion ;  and,  secondly,  the  valve  being 

which  he  had  had  two  or  three  previous  incompletely  closed  in  consequence  of 

attacks."    This  is  an  instance  or  general  expansion  of  the  auricular  septum.     I 

dilatation  of  the  heart,  and  the  auricles  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  advert 

have  equally  participated  in  the  yield-  to  the  simple  congenital  scantiness  of 

ing.    The  foramen  ovale  has  a  slight  the  valve,  which  is  well  known, 

and  valvular  opening,  but  the  mem-  I  have  by  me  a  sketch  from  a  prepa- 

brane  of  the  valve  is  elongated  into  the  •  since  wrm»ff  the  .bove  i  hare^inmet  wii 

left  auncle  like  the  top  of  the  finger  of  the  like  appetiwce.     An  expanded  uneaiimal 

a  glove,  nearly  an  inch  in  length,  and  fowa,  completely  cup-shBpi^ii,  with  iUght  partiAi 

w5h  vPTv  liffli  tLnrMiAnm<*«  of  wnstinir  thinning,  but  withont  any  vaU  ular  or  other  open- 

wiwi  very  nttie  appearance  oi  wasung.  ,       j.^^  p^^^^  ^^  «ixty.»ix  yeart  of  sf  e,  and 

These  examples  are,  at  least,  cunous ;  had  aneuritm  of  the  aorta  and  camtid. 

689.— xxvii.  3  C 
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ration  in  the   Boston    Masenm  *,  in  In  the  first  case  T  presenile  that  tlie 

which  the  diameter  of  the  whole  fossa  narrow  aorta  has  given  rise  to  the  fn?^ 

oralis  is  considerahly  more  than  an  communication  of  the  anricles. 

inch,  hat  it  is  principally  occupied  by  In  the  second,  that  the  same  cause 

two    nearly  equal   oval   perforations,  must  explain  the  communication  both 

which  are  only  separated  towards  the  of  the  ventricles  and  auricles, 

centre  ofthefossaby  a  thin  narrow  fihroufl  The  third  case  has  a  wide  foramen 

band.    This  bana  widens  towards  its  ovale,  which  is  probably  referable  to 

connections  with  the  edges  of  the  fossa,  distension,  which  tias  arisen  from  midne 

and  I  conclude  that  it  is  progressively  narrowness  both  of  pulmonary  arteir 

wasting  in  the  middle.    I  need  not  tell  and  aorta ;   and  here  it  is  obeervabM 

those  who  reflect  on  these  states,  that,  that  no  inequality  of  ftilness  has  existed 

if  the  part  were  in  a  permanent  state,  to  obstruct   the   growing  up  of   the 

it  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  rounded  septum  ventriculorum. 

cord  in  the  middle.    My  opinion  is.  The  concluding  example  is  one  in 

that  the  disturbance  continuing   (t.  e.  which  both  pulmonanr  artery  and  aorttf 

the  dilatation  of   the  auricles),    this  are  narrow,  hut  the  chief  consequences 

band  would  become  divided ;   for  it  is  belong  to  dilatation  of  the  heart, 

evident  that  a  defective  nutrition,  as  In  the  collection  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  in 

well  as  absorption,  are  predominant.  the  Section  of  the  circulating  organs. 

The  following  example  occurred  to  No.  7,  is  a  "  Heart  much  enlarged,  the 

Mr.  T.  Iliffe,  of  Newington: — ^A  lady,  foramen  ovale  open:  diameter  of  opening 

about  twenty-six  years  old,  of  delicate  an  inch  and  a  half, 

but  not  bad  nealtn,  who  had  sometimes  From  Michael  Cooney,  st  37,  45th 

had  bluish  lips,  became  pregnant  for  Regiment,  who,  having  suffered  much 

the  first  time,  and,  towards  the  end  of  in  Ceylon  from  dyspnoea  and  other 

gestation,  had  dyspnoea  and  anasarca,  distressing  pectoral  affections,  was  in- 

a  feeble  and  intermitting  pulse,  and  a  valided.    On  arrival  he  was  admitted 

slight  cough,  with  frothy  expectoration,  into  hospital,  and  died  in  ten  days.   On 

After   an   easy  delivery,    iier   health  dissection,  the  Uma^  membrane  of  the 

seemed  to  improve  for  a  few  days,  but  tr&chea  and  bronchise  was  observed  to 

a   rapid    return    and    aggravation    of  be  highly  inflamed,    and   the  heart 

syinptoms,  with  somewhat  coagulable  much   enlarged,    p^ticularly  on    the 

urine,  carried  her  off  in  a  fortnight.  right  side.    There  was  no  vestige  of 

The  heart  presented  some  general  septum  between  the  auricles ;  the  ptil> 
dilatation  and  hypertrophy.  The  right  monary  veins  were  much  enlaijged.** 
ventricle  was  the  most  afiected,  and  the  I  have  examined  this  specimen  se- 
pulmonajry  artery  was  disproportionately  veral  times.  The  pulmonary  arteiy  is 
targe.  Tnc  foramen  ovale  formed  a  very  wide,  and  the  aorta  is  decidedly 
circular  aperture  of  full  three  inches  in  small ;  and  I  presume  it  had  an  im- 
circumference.  Some  strong  reticular  portant  share  in  the  production  of  this 
threads,  situated  posterioily,  or  rather  man's  disorders, 
infcriorly  (where  the  trace  of  the  valve  No.  5810.  In  the  Comparative  Ana- 
is  to  be  sought)  were  the  only  remains  tomy  Museum  of  Guy's  is  the  heart  of 
of  valvular  membrane — sufficient  in-  a  sheep,  seemingly  nearly  full  grown, 
dices  of  so  many  perforations  in  their  The  right  ventricle  seems  nearly  as 
interstices.  The  aorta  was  evidently  strong  as  the  left,  both  the  cavides 
too  small.  The  kidneys  were  a  little  being  dilated.  The  valves  appear 
granular.  healthy,  but  the  safety  valve  is  perhaps 

The  following  are  exemplifications  too  close.    There  is  a  communication 

of  the  influence  of  distension  in  pro-  between  the  ventricles,  in  the  usual 

ducing  the  wasting  and  retraction  of  situation,  wider  than  a  goose's  quilL 

the  viQve  of  Botal,  without  perforation :  The    foramen    ovale  is    as   large    in 

yet  the  wasting  and  perforation  will  be  diameter  as  the  aorta  itself,  with  a 

thought  almost  identical  in  some  cases,  trace  only  of  valvular  membrane  pos> 

as  remds  their  origin  and  progress,  teriorly.    The  auricles  have  been  di« 

since  ooth  are  equally  indicative  that  lated ;    the   aorta   is   manifestly   too 

the  absorbent  action  predominates  over  small;  the  pulmonary  artery  is  healtliy 

the  nutritive  power.  and  large.     This  is,  I  think,  an  in* 

~«~Ti>e  CoQection  of  tto  Boston  Society  for  testing  example  of  the  consequ^cee 

Medical  Improvement.  Of  a  moderate  pennanent  ooBtmction 
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in  the  main  outlet  of  the  heartf  existing  the  heart  seems  to  me  to  be  sufficiently 

from  birth,  and  all  the  appearances  accounted  for  by  this  fact    Notwith- 

Vrhich  are  anormal  are  fully  explained  standingthe  impediment  there  had  been 

by  the  view  proposed.  no  partial  distensionof  either  ventricle  to 

In  the  end  of  March,  1 838,  aboy ,  aged  prevent  the  septum  closing  in>.     Delay 

eleven,  who  had  always  been  a  little  m  the  auricles  had  led  to  tne  wasting 

odd  in  his  manner,  and  was  certainly  of  their  valvular  partition. 

Bot  quick  in  intelHgence,  and  who  had  19th,  12th  mo.,  1840. — ^E.  L.,  a  female 

coily  been  considered  unwell  for  a  few  servant,  st.  21,  who  has  menstruated 

days,  went  into  the  water-closet,  cried  pretty  naturally  since  her  fifteenth  year, 

out,  put  his  hand  to  his  heart,  and  died,  nas  had  some  slight  general  pains  occa- 

During  the  preceding  few  days  his  lips  sionally  for  two  jears.  She  has  had  very 

had  been  observed  to  be  bluish.  severe  palpitations,  more  or  less,  for 

On  the  second   day,  or  later,  the  nearly  a  year,  decidedly  reheved,  hoW'o 

heart  was  examined  by  Mr.  Key.    It  ever,  during  the  summer.  She  has  been 

was  much  distended,  and  particularly  troubled  with  cough  during  the  last  two 

the  right  side.  months.    Dyspnoea,  pain  between  the 

Five  days  after  its  removal  from  the  shoulders,    heats    and    perspirations, 

body  I  noted  that  it  was  a  good  deal  feebleness,  wasting  and  sickness,  have 

enlarged,  the  muscular  substance  good,  successively    accumulated    upon    the 

and  tne  auricles  then  pretty  natural.  A  first  symptoms,     The  frost,  and  the 

recess  on  the  right  involved  a  little  cold  ward,  seemto  me  to  have  repeatedly 

piece  of  white  firai  fibrous  clot.  ageravated  the  disorders  to  the  last. 

The  foramen  ovale  was  a  circular  On  inspection,  the  body  was  of  very 

opening,    half   an    inch    wide,    with  moderate  size,  and  slight,  but  pretty 

scarcely  a  trace  of  valvular  structure ;  fully  developed.    There  were  no  very 

it  readily  admitted  my  thumb.    The  evident  marks  of  wasting  or  c^dema. 

right  ventricle  was  a  little  too  capa-  The  expanded  pericaraium  was  thin, 

cious,  but  firm  and  greatly  thickened ;  and  of  great  extent  $  it  seemed  very 

the  moderator  bands,  two,  oblique  and  little,  if  at  all,  less  in  drcumferenoe 

thick ;  the  first  column  of  distension  than  the  crown  of  a  hat. 

nearly   double,    large    and    confined.  The  right  auricle  was  moderately 

There    was   a    second    column,    and  dilated  and  thickened  in  proportion  to 

two  considerable  accessoiy  (or  fixed)  the  rest. 

columns,  inclined  fiill  hau  way  to  the  The  right  ventricle  was  large  and 

yielding  wall.     A  clot,  involving  the  thick :  the  pulmtmary  artery  was  two 

tricuspid,  which  Mr.  Key  regarded  as  inches  and  three-eighths  in  circumfe- 

the  cause  of  death,  had  been  torn  away,  rence  above  the  valves. 

When  I  saw  it  it  was  a  rasged  nuiss,  as  The  left  auricle  was  most  excessively 

large  as  a  walnut,  mosUy  pale,  and  dilated;  its  walls  but  moderately  thick- 

uniformly  solid  and  firm.    At  one  or  ened,  and  its  lining  thick  and  rugous, 

two  parts  it  was  darx  and  more  grumous.  The  fossa  ovalis  closed. 

It  seemed  altogether  without  traces  of  The  mitral  opening  was  very  wide ; 

layers  or  gradual  formation.  the  curtains  opaque,  and  with  the  cords 

The  circumference'  of  the  pulmonair  somewhat  thick ;  the  posterior  curtain, 

artery  varied  aUtUe,  about  one  inch  more   particularly,  seemed  also    con- 

and  three  quarters.  tracted. 

The  left  auricle  was  certainly  less  The  leftbronchus  was  compressed  into 

developed  than  the  right  a  very  flat  oval  tube  by  the  dilated 

The   left  ventricle,  without   being  auricle, 

small  and  contracted,  was  less  capa-  The  left  ventricle  was  about  large 

cious,  and  scarcely  thicker,  than  the  enough  to  contain  the  girl's  fist,  and 

rig^it  rather  thin  than  thick. 

The  circumference  of  the  aorta  varied  The  aorta  was  thick,  and  its  lining 

a  little,  about  one  inch  and  a  half.*  much  rippled  for  the  age ;  its  circum- 

In  the  above  example  the  pulmonary  ference  above  the  valves  was  two  inches 

artery  and  aorta  appear  pretty  plainly  and  one-eighth.    In  this  case  it  was 

to  have  been  too  small,  and  the  state  of  evident  to  the  finger,  before  opening 

— — ^ — — -  the  aorta,  that  it  wa*  narrow,  as  several 

*  ThMe  mttsureintnU  w«j»«rwij  faUHm  ^^^e  invited  to  feel. 

£SS^'SS'&T2SSl^'lJ2jS!l^  The  lungf  wercof  a  light  colour, 
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cpnsideraWy  emi)hywanatoua,  and  no-  q^  ^ jp  disease  AND  LUMB  Alt 

wher^  oievom  of  ajiT*  Some  small  masses  ABSCESS. 

qf  lobuks,  ishiellv  in  Uie  riflfbt  lung,  «    tw     r» 

were  mote  Ted  and  watery;  otnei  parts.  By  Wm.  Olivbr  Cbauc,  Sao. 

I^esides  being  watery,  seemed  spotted  as  Rttidettt  Sumon  to  tbe  Roy«I  aea^BafM^i; 


with  small  ecchymoses :  this  was  seen  inflnMry,  Kargste, 

in  seotjona.  (Continved  ttom  p*  ns.) 

,  The  liver  waa  large  and  indurated,  ,^-.     ..    -,  ..    ,  „     ... 

and  partially  Hke  nutmeg.  ^^  '**  ^'^•^  ^"'^''-^ 

The  spleen  rery  small  and  firm.  

The  kidneys  were  much  indurated,  I  had  held  my  present  situation  for  s 

and  their  tumcs  thick  and  too  adherent,  short  time  only,  before  my  attention  was 

The  ovaries  were  small,  thick  coated,  attracted  to   the   numerous   cases  of 

and  fissured,  and  speckled  with  little  diseased  hip  joint  received  at  this  infir- 

yellowish  grains.  mary;  nor  could  I  fjail  to  observe  that. 

It  can  hardly  be  questioned  that  the  although  the  symptoms  and  general 

last  is  a  case  of  anormal  narrowness  of  appearances  of  these  disoidexs  seemed 

both  pulmonary  artery  and  aorta,  and  to  differ  but  slightly,  yet  thctr  fcenai- 

of  tbe  proper  consequences  of  such  nation  was  often  entirely  diwamilar ; 

obstruction,  although  somewhat  dif-  some,  after  years  of  protracted  snfier- 

ferent  from  the  case  preceding  it.  ing,  recovenng  the  entire  use  of  the 

Qy  the  general  references  wnich  have  limb  and  articulation,  with  no  further 

been  introduced  to  die  principal  morbid  traces  of  a  once  formidable  disease,  ex- 

alterations  found  in  connection  with  cept,  perhaps,  slight  contraction  of  the 

t|)e  disordered  passaffes  of  the  heart,  it  hip  and  knee  joints,  and  the  eicatrioea 

may  be  seen  that  wnilst  I  regard  the  of  ulcers  which  at  one  time  had  fonned 

last  as  serious  states,  I  do  not  mean  the  outlet  to  a  large  and  dee^y-seated 

that  every  thing  ought  not  to  be  taken  abscess ;  others  remaining  cnppled  for 

y4o  the  account  in  reasoning  on  the  Hfe,  or  too  frequently  sinkmg  under  die 

oomplicated  processes  which  bring  dis-  severity  of  the  oonsdtutionai  and  local 

ea^e  to  its  final  terminadon.    To  those  symptoms. 

who  are  accustomed  to  reflect  on  the        It  was  scarcely  possible  in  many  in« 

mutual  dependence  of  every  part  of  stances  to  avoid  questioning  the  aiag« 

the  circulation  on  die  rest  (even  merely  nosis,  for  it  was  extremely  difliciilt  to 

in  a  physical  sense)  these  &cts  may  conceive  that  perfect  recovery  coold 

serve  as  a  means  of  judffing  of  the  par-  take  place  if  disease  had  really  exialcd 

ticular  importance  of  tne  states  which  within  the  cavity  of  the  joint  for  a  sof* 

I  have  mainly  endeavoured  to  illustrate,  ficient  time  to  terminate  in  suppuratioii; 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  well  to  re-  for  in  that  case  structural  changes  moat 

peat,  that  these  cases  are  brought  for-  have  occurred  which  would  ever  le&der 

ward  in  illustration  of  the  motion  of  the  joint  defiecdve,  ami 

Ist.  Narrowness  of  the  aorta,  and  of  give  rise  to  more  or  less  irremediable 

th^  pulmonary  artery.  •  deformity. 

2a.  The  communication  of  the  ven-        The  complications  which  presented 

tricles.  themselves  m  the  latter  stages  of  thi 


3d.  The    sacciform    depression    or  disorders   rendered  the  diagnosis 

eton£;ation  of  the  fossa  ovalis.  ceedingly  difficult,  if  not  imoosaible.  I 

4tn.  The   ulcerative  perforation  of  was  therefore  obliged  to  stuay  primaiy 

the  fossa  ovalis.  symptoms  with  greiat  attention*  Ualuw 

The  connection  which  may  appear  tunately,incipientdisea8ewaseQBipara- 

often  to  subsist  between  these  several  tively  rare   among   in-door  patienta, 

morbid  states  will  suffice  to  draw  atten-  whose  cases  natuziuly  afibrded  the  beet 

don  to  the  physical  state  of  the  circu-  opportunities    for  observation.    With 

lation  in  analogous  cases.    To  compre-  those  out  of  the  house  it  was  more  fre- 

hend  fairly  the  relation  of  different  auent;  but  it  sometimes  happened  that 

parts  of  the  circulation  can  alone  help  tneir  poverty  obliged  them  to  retnm 

ua  mxtAf  in  the  indispensable  treatment  home  before  due  time  had  been  aOowed 

of  its  distiirbances  or  disorganizations;  for  a  sufficient  investigation  of  their 

and  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  pre-  svmptoms.     In  this  way  I  was  often 

ceding  statement,  however  defective,  obliged  to  retrace  my  steps,  and  wait  for 

will  Mist  to  render  the  topics  oonsi-  further  opportunities.    The  numeroui 

dercd  more  correctly  appreciated.  cases,  however,  that  were  admitted  eiieh 
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ensuing  seascgi  from  the  London  and  antes  were  observed* :  the  under  sur- 
provincial  hospitals  (chiefly  from  the  hce  of  the  glutens  magmas,  and  the 
former),  and  from  private  sources,  subiacent  lasers  of  muscles  connected 
afforded  ample  scope  for  further  obser-  with  the  jomt,  had  lost  all  traces  Of 
vation ;  and  it  soon  became  sufficiently  normal  structure, presenting  ablackewNT 
obvious  that  the  diagnosis  of  hip  appearance,  and  so  softeiKd  as  to  ber 
disease  was  more  than  questionable.  I  readily  broken  down  by  the  fingers,  or 
felt  assured  that  a  vast  majority  *  of  handle  of  the  scalpel )  dieir  interspaces 
these  cases  were  of  lumbar  origin ;  but  were  occupied  by  a  profusion  of  pixs, 
the  proportion  was  so  large,  that  I  similar  to  that  which  had  been  dis- 
determined  to  withhold  my  conviction  charged  during  life.  The  capsular  liga- 
until  such  time  as  1  could  confirm  it  ment  was  entire,  and  of  a  healthy  ap* 
through  the  medium  of  po6t>mortem  pearance;  on'its  inner  surface  the  cavity 
inspections.  This  became  absolutely  ofthejoint  was  entirely  free  from  disease, 
necessary  when  I  considered  that  many  It  was  evident  that  the  matter  wto 
of  these  patients  had  been  xmder  the  issuin|r  from  a  remoter  source,  namely, 
guidance  and  treatment  of  some  of  our  the  loins ;  and  I  regret  very  nmch  that, 
most  eminent  surgeons.  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  time 

It  was  not  until  the  year  1833  that  an    did  not  permit  us  to  examine  the  state 
opportunity  offered  of  a  post-mortem    of  the  viscera,  or  to  trace  the  abscess  to 
inspection,  in  the  case  of  William  Hop-    this  source.  There  could  be  little  doubt 
kins,  etat.  40,  admitted  May  14th,  from    of  the  fact,  however,  as  I  could,  during 
the  Oxford  Infirmary,  said  to  be  labour-    life,   produce  a  copious  flow  of  pus 
in^  under  diseased  nip  joint.    On  exar    through    the   external    openings,    by 
mmatton,  I  found  several  sinuses  in    pressing  on  the  abdomen  in  the  lumbar 
the  vicinity  of  the   articulation  and    region :  at  all  events  the  diagnosis  was 
the  upper  and  external  part  of  the    confirmed,  as  far  as  concemea  the  state 
thieh,  from  whence  proceeded  a  profuse    of  the  articulation  itselft". 
and  extremely  offensive  discharge  of       Having  thus  more  fully  succeeded  in 
ill-conditioned  pus.    The  limb  was  ex-    clearing  up  my   doubts,  I  proceeded' 
tended,  rigid,   and   apparently  short-    in  my  investigation  of  these  diseases 
ened,   and   slightly   turned   inwards,    without  delay.  The  apparent  similitude 
Any  attempt  at  movement  gave  severe    of  the  symptoms,  however,  for  a  )ong 
pain.  The  integuments  around  the  arti-    time  baffled  my  endeavours ;  and  I  wsS 
culation  were  covered  with  numerous    often  on  the  point  of  yieldUing  to  the 
scan  of  cuppings,  leeches,  blisters,  &c.    difliculties  which  seemed  to  beset  the 
which  were  hi^ly  sensitive,  and  ma-    inquiry.    Sir  Charles  Bell  is  the  only 
teriaUy  aggravatea  the  condition  of  the    surgeon,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
soft  parts,  already  tense,  swollen,  and    ascertain,  who  alludes  to  the  difficulties 
painnil,  ^m  extensive  subjacent  dis-    of  the  diagnosis  t ;  and  I  am  happ(y  to 
ease.    These  s3nnptoms  were  accom-    avail  myself  of  such  distinguished  autho- 
panied  by  great  constitutional  disturb-    rity  by  transcribing  his  remarks : — 
ance,  viz.  nectic  fever,  constant  diar-       "  Tne  diafi^nosis  is  the  grand  difll- 
rhcea,  great  tenderness  over  the  whole    culty,  and  f  would  require  no  better 
abdomen,  more  especially  in  the  region    proof  to  give  to  any  person  of  the  in- 
of  the  liver,  which  was  enlarged ;  pulse    terest  I  take  in  you,  and  the  desire  I 
feeble  and  rapid ;  x>rofuse  perspiration,    feel  of  being  useful  to  you,  than  that  I 
It  was  evident  that  he  was  f&st  sinkiufip    should  return  to  the  subject  of  the  hip 
under  the  influence  of  accumulated  ana    joint,  for  be  assured  that  there  is  none 

Srotracted  disease.    He  died  fourteen    that  you  will    find  more  difficult  to 
ays  after  his  admission.  investigate,    or  a  greater   source    of 

On  examination,  the  following  appear-    anxiety."    Again,  he  says,  "  I  will  not 

*  With  refei^nce  to  Uu.  Mtertiou,  however  ^^1*^"  ^°  ^^  next  point,  which  is  psoas 

incf^^trS^m^pSe^  iHiuSe  iSTiSpie  abscess  j  you  must  take  care,  however^ 

the  MMOB  of  1886,  when  'thirty*«ix  caaes  of  hip    

dieeeie  are  reported  (in  a  work  already  alloded 

to)  to  have  been  received  at  the  iniinnary.    Oat  « I  waa  aaaiated  in  the  ditaeettob  by  my  Wmd, 

or  the  whole  number  at  that  time  in  the  honie,  Mr.  O.  H.  Hoffinan,  of  Margate. 

thaw  were  not  man  than  eisht  ca»ea  of  primary  t  When  epeakinf  hereafter  more  particularly  of 

diaeaae  of  the  articulation :  the  rest  were  of  lam-  paoas  abeceaa,  I  ahidl  have  oocaaion  to  rente 

bar  origin,  most  of  which  had  been  treated  a*  hip  varioua  diseecikiona  wherein  the  rtiireefi  h^d  bsMt" 

diaeasft    1  ref^t  to  obeerre  that  this  statement  treated  for  an  affection  of  the  articulatian. 

has  fsmiil  its  way  into  one  of  onr  iCaDdard  woilu,  •    i  Vide  Clinical  Lecture,  as  pabliihed  in  this 

Cooper's  Suigical  Dictionary,  last  edition.  Gaictte,  vol.  14.                                            '   •' 


iv  tjt«'  Jsani*'  cunditMiiJ  <if  ttif'  isrncs^  aii'iJid  raniHtwm  of 

«^  if.'^ .  e  «tnifuoii»  tiaiiit.     Vul  iwr 

vimih:  «^%«rHi  ctM^^  vitti  lae.  '»*ticii  i  flUBiL  inUfldiiBK,  fee     Fa 

tiif  ^XfU'**^  *^  til*'  )fMJ8>>  arob'-j**.** 

A^ty,  w'jti'i}  iu  iii«-if  «i«rfc*^>-  tiud  it 
luf^^^i-r  iiM»*ri»jfji^  tixtO.  tJbi*  tHicie 

li*'  lfy<a.T*jfi  h'/}'*T.  w!i*'U  ir^:]ttist;e:4lf  mnhi- 

t;aiu«^iu  </^ijU''uiir«'  <li^k#eatKMlfc  «  the 

^  !>-«  II  •>M'l4>  de  1»  f«4»e  et  de  fame  that  flteie  of  tbe 

i^>"  o*  oi*»M''^v/-*  ynr  k  pw,  l*e  wtfuwlf  prior  t*  the 

4/f''^-«  u'i.ir*'  ^»/yit  winuu*^  H  coB*«Toit  ^ktliificil 
4  ^'im:  '^i**'l'^u4-fc  titM;«?«  dc  ».&  (strocUire 

Uhr^nut^i  UMJUi  ki  mjsfsiot  da  ecil  da  bronrtiifii, 
^'wor  /'t//it  d^riud6e,  k  ecinclK  cartils- 

gMi4'ii««  dctruiu;^  U«aTit^«(iC)ioidefert  pKwneeof 

i$^*/^rHtiAm  par  ufie  (eftmfm  qm  em  sroit  to  the  iavaaon   of 

kM\MHUt  h  UpoA  et  uttrUmi  la  pvtie  dweayi.    A  wngnliir 

iuUenm  d«  Metre<Mi6rrence,  MvUqaeUe  deicriptioD 

^  t/^'  dii  firmiir  ^Unt  pbe^,  le  |mm  vhiJst  loUoviog  tiie  diniqiie  of  M< 

HViAi  d^imSi  le   sniMele   relereor  de  Le  Buoa  Dopoytrai,  at    the  H^ld 

TafiiM,  «^  fiM^e  l#i l9ng d« miMelp  paoaa  I>ko«  in  the  ynnter  of  ia%  aiid29, 

Jiiik/|u'iittx  Uwobeti,  U  forUMt  da  UaaaiJi  which  made  a  forcible  imurtaikm  on 

nskit  e«  4#rDUT)>ourconiinuDU]aeraTee  pT  muMi  at  that  period.    A  ^iMt  look- 

|i<«  (^/yi^rM  txttfi^n,  ceoz-ei  a^^ten-  iog  fonth,  betveen  16  and  17  jwn  of 

dttU^ni  \Mf  un«  fuUe  Juiqa^ao  genoiu^  age,  preaented  htoMelf  one  raorniiig  for 

|(  i*  t^wuinni  that  the  afipearaneea  here  examination^    He  atatcd  that  he  had 

^m'fWufd  ofiirfnaied  in  p«oaa  alMceM«  been  soflering  from  a  withered  state  of 

Utr  \i  mnfuAht  imagined  that  the  pua  the  right  lower  extremity  from  his  in- 

uUmU  hav«  aicended  from  the  nip  f^cy,  that  his  health  was  ezcelknt, 

in\ni  along  iha  course  of  the  psoaa  yet  he  and  his  friends  were  desircMis 

miiMi'U',  that  he  should  mideigo  ampntataon  of 

HiiUtft  fnifr\Dt^  on  a  description  of  the  limb,  giving  aa  a  reaaon  that  it  was 

\\\u  rtf«|»rrtivit  \tK*fk\  symptoms  which  in  his  way.   M.  D.  hesitated,  obserring 

vUMfurUrfivf    these    disorden,,  I   am  that  these  aflfections  were  commonly 

ariKioiJs  fo  make  «ome  observatiofts  on  associated  with   **  on   rice   oonstita- 

i\\p  dittthenis  with  which  they  are  oom^-  tioneV  which  he  fearedin  this  instance 

iflonly  associated,  riz^  the  scrofolous,  might  render  the  operation  abortiire. 

tubercular,  or  phthisical.     Whenever  The  boy  and  his  friends  persisted.   He 

tuliercular  matter  was  localized  in  other  was  received  a  day  or  two  alter,  placed 

structures  than  the  lungs,  M.  Laennec  In  bed,  and  was  subjected  by  Mons.  D. 

used  the  term  **v ^^ "     '^thiais;"  to  a  most  careful  examination  of  the 

seeming  to  imply  I  that  abdominal  and  thoracic  riscera.    The 

of  phtnisis  to  — *  **-nlt  seemed  favourable,  and  the  opera- 

these  orp^**'  was  performed  on  the  following 

rescarc*  rith  the  usual  dexterity  of  that 

dral,r  ilished  surgeon:  great  care  was 

diip'  ''avoid  any  unnecessary  loss  of 
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blood.     The  night  previous    to   the  picked  up  a  respectable  stock  of  Infor- 

second  dressing  01  the  stump  *the  patient  mation;'^  manifestly  wishing  it  to  be 

suffered  from  an  accession  of  fever,  and  inferred  that  it  can  only  have  been 

complained  that  the  dressings  caused  derived  from  his  quarry.  It  so  happens 

pain :  on  the  following  morning  (being  that  all  the  passages  referred  to  by  Mr. 

the  fourth  from  the  operation)  they  Chalk  will  be  found  in  substance,  and 

were  removed :  no  attempt  at  unicm  for  the  most  part  in  the  very  words,  in 

had  taken    place;    the    wound    was  my  former  edition,  which  was  pub- 

ash-coloured    and    gaping,    exhaling  lished  towards  the  end  of  1836.    For 

aprofuseand  foetid  sanies;  symptoms  of  example,  the  passages  quoted  by  Mr. 

Snthisis  rapidly  ensued,  and  the  patient  Chalk  are : 

ied  about  14  days  after  the  operation.  Second  Edit.  1841.    First  Edit*  1837. 

|To  b€  continued  ]  Page   5 Vide  page  74. 
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2b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gaieite.  ^\  fe*^!Xa,^i^t  ^^"l,?^^,  ^^' 
^  which  Mr.  Chalk  has  published,  con- 
Si  »f  tains  several  interrogatories  respecting 
I  HAVE  read  in  your  last  number  a  the  disease  of  the  nip,  and  on  tills 
communication  from  Mr.  Chalk,  in  account  Mr.  Chalk  very  sagaciously 
which  he  has  alluded,  in  a  tone  and  assumes  that  I  was  then  ignorant  of 
spirit  that  I  shall  not  imitate,  to  my  the  disease,  and  that  1  had  no  views  or 
works  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Hip-  opinions  of  my  own  upon  the  subject 
Joint.  of  my  questions.    This  scarcely  needs 

Mr.  Chalk  complains  that  many  of  a  remark ;  but  I  may  tell  Mr.  Chalk, 
the  alterations  and  additions  in  the  that,  six  years  and  a  half  before  I  sent 
second  edition  of  my  work  consist  in  my  interro^tories  to  him,  I  had  pub- 
observations  and  allusions  to  the  prac-  lished  on  the  disease  of  the  hip ;  and 
tice  pursued  by  him  in  these  disorders  at  the  time  of  sending  mv  letter  the 
at  the  Royal  Sea-bathing  Infirmary,  materials  for  another  worx  were  then 
without  acknowledgment  of  the  source  in  a  state  of  forwardness  for  the  press, 
from  whence  they  were  derived.  The  i^sidue  of  Mr.  Chalk's  letter 

Except  the  letter  from  Mr.  Childs,  consists  in  great  part  of  a  complaint 
which  I  shall  presently  refer  to,  it  so  against  Mr.  Childs  for  having  commu- 
happens  that  all  the  allusions  to  the  mcated  to  me  respecting  the  practice 
practice  in  the  Infirmary  in  question,  of  the  Infirmary,  whicn  I  have  ac- 
in  m^  last  edition,  are  contained  in  the  knowledged  and  printed,  and  against 
previous  edition;  audit  may  be  inferred  me,  I  presume,  for  having  published  it. 
irom  the  silence  of  a  person  of  Mr.  With  the  personal  accusation  against 
Chalk's  temper  for  five  years,  that  no  Mr.  Childs  I  have  nothing^  to  do ;  but 
injury  was  done  him  by  that  previous  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  it  is  in  any 
edition.  Why  there  was  no  acknow-  degree  improper  for  a  gentleman  con- 
ledgment  to  Mr.  Chalk  is  sufiiciently  nected  witn  a  charitable  institution  to 
explained  by  his  own  statement,  publish  the  result  of  any  mode  of  treat- 
that,  in  reply  to  written  inquiries  ment  which  he  may  consider  beneficial, 
(some  of  them  such  as  mav  be  reason-  .  _If  I  were  to  give  Mr.  Chalk  any 
ably  required  in  courtesy  to  be  answered  advice,  it  would  oe,  that,  instead  of 
by  the  paid  surgeon  of  a  public  insti-  complaining  6f  Mr.  Childs  or  myself 
tution)  concermng  the  results  of  cases  for  publishing  information  which  we 
in  the  Infirmary,  he  ^declined  to  give  thinx  valuable,  he  should  at  once  con- 
me  any  information.  A  reference  to  tribute  what  he  can  to  the  common 
my  work  will  shew,  which  has  not  been  stock  of  information,  and  trust  his 
Questioned  by  any  one  but  Mr.  Chalk,  claims  to  reputation  to  the  judgment 
tnat  I  have  acknowledged  the  sources  of  the  profession.— I  am,  sir, 
of  .my  information  with  more  than  Your  obedient  servant, 
ordinary  caie.  William  Coulson. 

Mr.  Chalk   has   introduced  several  Frederic  Place,  Feb.  8,  i84i. 

passages  from  my  edition  of  1841,  to  «  Tbe  prefeoe  to  thU  edition  to  dated  October 

snow,  as  he  expresses  it,  tliat  *'  I  have  sth,  isaa; 
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W        MBBlGAh  DBGHfiSaB-^lkCiaaSCBAI/'COLt^BGE;  ABIlRDEEir. 

MEDICAL  GAZOETTE.  ^^'^^y  p'^p^  ^  <»^  ^*«™  "^ 

^. ,      „  ,  effect.     But  the  "  RegulatioBB  of  the 

^ictoy.  Feinwry  12,  1841.  Marischal  College  and  Unwewty  of 

Aberdeen/'  inserted  elsewhere*,  com- 

**  Licet  omnibtts,  licet  etiftm  mihi.difrnitatein  T,ip*«   *>,o  un-io.  ^f  <.i».,«»*    sr  •^«.  -»r 

Arti,  Mediae  tueri;  poteatas  modo  venicndi  In  P^^^    '°®   ®*^^  ®'   change,   if  not  of 

-pnbUcDm  ilt,  diotodi  pericuiun  non  recuio.*'  Unqualified  improvement.    To  some  of 

CicBRo.  ^hggg  provisions,  as  bearing  upon  fiooteh 

degrees  in  general,  w«  would  briefly 
invite  the  attention  of  oar  readers : — 

UAKiBcuAL  coLutoa,  ABBaDEBN.  j^  ^hc  first  placc  it  will  be  observed. 

Amidst  the  numerous  projects  for  that,  of  the  four  years  to  be  spent  in 
change  in  the  medical  institutions  of  medical  study,  **  three,  at  least,  most 
the  country,  brought  forward  within  be  passed  in  a  University,  indndia^ 
the  last  few  years,  it  is  satisfactory  to  one,  at  least,  in  this  University.'*  Now 
observe  the  many  valuable  improve-  Marischal  College  is  not  singular  in 
ments  which  these  institutions  have  imposing,  or  rather  continuing  the 
themselves  seen  fit  to  introduce.  Nor  imposition  of  this,  as  we  must  tenn  it, 
is  this  change  for  the  better  any  where  illiberal  restriction.  But  we  had  hoped 
more  conspicuous  than  in  Scotland.  to  see,  in  a  newly  revised  set  of  Bega> 
There,  until  very  recently,  the  ease  lations,  some  relaxation  in  this  important 
with  which  medical  degrees  could  be  point;  con8idering,aswedo,  that  what- 
obtained  was  proverbial;  and  it  must  evermaybedeemedneeessaryintheway 
be  confessed  that  they  frequently  were  of  prdiminary  general  education,  yet, 
bestowed,  at  least  in  some  of  the  scats  if  certificates  of  attendance  oo  all  the 
of  learning,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prescribed  courses  of  medical  lectures 
give  too  much  countenance  to  the  are  produced  from  any  of  the  ac- 
vulgar  belief,  that  the  bodies  conferring  knowledged  metropolitan  or  provincial 
them  had  an  eye  mainly  to  the  fee  schools,  one  year  might  very  saicly  be 
derived  from  their  diploma,  or,  as  it  made  the  whole  period  of  Univenity 
was  iifiberally  expressed,  were  bent  on  attendance  exacted.  The  one  year  of 
bartering  their  LL.D.  for  L.  S.  D.  attendance  in  Aberdeen  is,  however,  to 
Edinburgh,  indeed,  was  an  exception,  be  aU  that  is  required  of  those  who 
and,  we  may  add,  not  the  only  excep-  possess  a  diploma  from  any  licensing 
lion,  to  the  general  rule ;  and  the  many  body  in  the  kingdom.  What  reception, 
distinguished  names  to  be  found  among  then,  awaits  these  gentlemen,  thna 
its  graduates  at  once  evince  and  account  comparatively  mature  in  years  and 
for  the  higher  value  attached  to  its  knowledge?  A  catalogue  (credM^or- 
degrees.  teri!)  is  to  be  called  over  at  the  begin- 
But  those  who  look  into  the  matter^  ning  of  each  lecturef ;  at  the  end  of 
as  it  at  present  stands,  ^11  find  a  very  every  month  the  number  of  times  each 
different  order  of  things.  The  Edin-  student  has  been  absent  is  lo  be  hnn^ 
burgh  degree  has  less  weight  than  of  up  in  the  class  room :  and  at  the  end 
old,  not  from  the  standard  of  qualifies^  of  the  course  the  total  number  of  ah- 
lions  having  been  lowered,  but  owing  sences  is  to  be  notified  by  theProfesM»r 
to  the  higher  scale  of  attainments  de-  on  the  back  of  each  certificate.  Imagine 
manded  from  candidates  by  other  a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sor- 
institutions.     The  alterations  alluded    — • 

to  have  not  been  hastily  engrafted  on  *  8eepis«m. 

^«_  . .                  I.           11  t.  t  This  »  mentioned  in  ■  minor  paper  of  ran- 

the  former  system,  nor  have  all  been  istloiitordeCan,wliicbweliimw)iroHiiioprtit. 
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gcwnsy  -wIdo  bcpes  to  be  M.D.  within  a  fere^  f/iih  m^ca^  ed^iqatipTvi^lf  /  for 

fbwimonths,  if  we  require  only  four  years'  study 

"OiMpiiv*  like  tnaii,  nnwilUiieriy  to  MhooL"  altogether,  we  cannot  assuredly  expect 

It  is  not  thus  that  lecture^rooms  can  to  find  men  highly  qualified,  if  one  or 

be  filled ;  even  the  junior  medical  stu-  two  of  these  four  are  £vided  between 

dents  are  of  an  age  to-  which  such  medicine,  and  the  important  .subjects 

treatment  is  wholly  inapplicable.  which  the  last  two  winters  at  College  pre- 

Another  point  in  which  the  case  sent  to  the  consideration  of  the  student, 
before  us  agrees  but  too  closely  with  'Again,  the  plan  of  having  three  se- 
that  of  some  other  learned  bodies,  is  parate  examinations  for  the  degree,  and 
the  very  short  period  of  attendance  on  allowing  to  such  as  choose  to  avail 
hospital  practice  which  it  requires.  If  themselves  of  it  an  interval  of  eighteen 
the  time  to  be  dedicated  to  the  acquis!-  months  between  each,  is  most  objec- 
tion of  medical  knowledge  were  consi-  tionable.  The  consequence  will  inevi- 
derably  extended,  eighteen  months'  tably  be,  that  students  will  cram  for  the 
hospital  attendance  (which  includes  firstexamination  to  the  neglect  of  every 
both  medical  and  surgical  practice)  thing  else ;  then  grind  for  the  second ; 
might  be  deemed  sufficient;  because  and  both  cram  and  ^rmd  for  the  third, 
the  probability  of  the  student's  having  The  number  of  subjects  on  which  they 
had  opportunities  of  seeing  the  practical  are  to  undergo  at  each  stage  a  very 
part  of  his  profession  elsewhere  would  lengthened  examination^  will  infallibly 
in  that  case  be  proportionably  increased.  lead  to  this  most  pernicious  result.  The 
But  where  only  four  years  of  study  effect  of  the  whole  will  be,  that,  at  the 
altogether  are  required,  it  should  be  time  they  take  their  bachelor's  degree, 
made  imperative,  in  every  case,  to  they  will  be  acquainted  only  with  the 
adduce  positive  testimony  of  a  consi-  subjects  to  which  their  attention  was 
derably  longer  attendance:  and  we  last  directed,  while  the  others  will  have 
tremble  for  the  hmbs  and  lives  of  those  been  in  great  measure  dismissed  from 
who  shall  be  dealt  with  by  persons  so  their  memory.  Are  these  anticipatigns 
inadequately  prepared.  groundless?    No.    Cramming  is  found 

Another  point  seems  very  objectiona-  to  be  an  almost  universal  practice,  in 

ble.    The  number  of  subjects,  on  which  spite  of  all  precautions, 

the  candidate  is  to  be  examined,  shews  It  is  a  rule  to  which  we  know  no 

a  wish  to  establish  a  high  standard  for  exception,  that  the  candidate  must  at 

degrees;  yet  some  of  the  rules  must  least  possess,  at  the  time  he  receives  his 

wholly  defeat  this  object    In  the  first  diploma,  that  which  his  diploma  declares 

place,  direct  encouragement  is  held  out  him  to  Aooe,  not  to  have  had,  a  compe- 

to  students  to  begin  their  attendance  tent  acquaintance  with  all  the  leading 

on   medical  classes  before  they  have  branches  of  professional  knowledge; 

completed  the  usual  course  of  College  whereas  this  system  will  enable  the 

education-^^  practice  what  has  crept  in  examiners  to  certify  rather  how  much 

of  late  years,  and  with  very  unfortunate  he  has  forgotten  than  how  much  he 

consequences.    The  general  education  knows. 

of  the  student  is  interrupted  just  at  the  But  what  strikes  us  most  of  all  in 

age  when.  If  good  for  any  thing,  he  is  these  regulations  is,  the  extraordinary 

making  the  most  rapid  progress  in  li-  and  novel  circumstance,  that  the  de- 

beral  knowledge ;  and  he  is  induced  to  grees  are  to  be  given  graUa  that  is, 

make  this  grave  sacrifice  without  any  the  degree  of  M.D.  for  £11,  being  £10 

suitable  return.     Besides,  this  inter-  for  the  stamp,  and  £1  for  the  expense 
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of  preparing  the  diploma  $  and  the  de-  by  oaring  gratuitous  degrees  at  the 
gree  of  M.B.  for  £1,  the  mere  expense  end  of  the  course, 
of  the  diploma,  no  government  stamp  There  is,  however*  another  pecu- 
being  required.  liarity  about  these  degrees,  which  it 
At  all  other  places  where  degrees,  nearly  concerns  the  honour  of  the  pro- 
licenses,  or  diplomas  are  granted,  the  fession  to  notice,  especially  at  a  time 
labourer  is  deemed  worthy  of  his  hire :  when  it  is  proposed  to  confer  certain 
the  honour  is  not  so  obtruded  on  the  privileges  on  all  graduates  of  British 
public  as  to  make  it  seem  that  tlie  universities.  We  have  grievously 
granter,  not  the  receiver,  is  the  person  wronged  Marischal  College  in  saying 
obliged  in  the  transaction.  These  are  that  her  degrees  are  gratuitous.  They 
im^Kirtant  passports  for  professional  are  not  so;  they  are  too  dear  by  £10, 
men,  and  imply  the  assumption  of  a  being  the  amount  of  the  government 
very  grave  responsibility  by  the  learned  stamp,  for  they  are  not  degrees  at  ali^ 
body  which  pledges  itself  for  their  and  are  worth  no  more  thau  the  parch- 
competence.  The  fees  are  generally  ment  and  wax  of  the  diploma, 
on  such  a  scale  as  not  to  subject  such  We  speak  advisedly.  We  have  now 
learned  bodies  to  the  imputation  of  lying  before  us  all  the  charters,  acts, 
voluntarily  courting  this  responsibility,  and  muniments  of  Marischal  College, 
and  going  out  of  their  way  to  vouch  printed  by  the  Royal  Commissioners 
for  the  acquirements  of  all  comers,  for  visiting  the  Scottish  Universities, 
>yhy,  then,  should  this  institution  dc-  from  returns  made  by  Marischal  Col- 
part  from  the  conunon  practice?  It  lege  itself.  We  write  on  the  autho- 
may  be  said  that  Marischal  College,  rity  of  these  documents,  and  of  the 
Aberdeen,  looking  back  with  little  sa*  acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
tisfaction  to  its  former  indiscriminate  Soon  after  the  Reformation,  a  Col- 
issue  of  degrees,  and  wishing  in  vain  lege  was  founded  in  Aberdeen  by  the 
to  erase  from  its  list  Drs  Solomon  and  Earl  Marischal,  and  its  foundation  was 
Brodum — the  least  favourably  known  ratified  by  Parliament,  over  and  over 
of  its  graduates —  again,  as  a  free  College,  consisting  of 
**  Sed  revocare  p«dum,  a  faculty  of  arts,  without  any  faculty 
HOC  opo.,  hie  labor  est  i"  ^^  theology,  of  law,  or  of  medicine,  and 

has  adopted  a  scale  of  payment  "  which  it  was  empowered  to  confer  degrees  in 

may  serve  altogetlicr  to  remove  every  arts,  but  it  never  was  created  a  Uni- 

suspicion  of  there  being  any  thing  hke  versity,  and  never  received  any  shadow 

self-interest  in  their  motives^."    But  of  authority  to  confer  any  degree  cx- 

this  is  not  so  j  for  every  candidate  for  cept  m  arte ;  and  no  wonder,  since  the 

a  degree  must  have  |)asbed  one  year  at  University    and  King's    College    had 

least  in  the  medical  school  of  the  Col-  already  flourished  in  the  neighbour- 

lege ;  so  that  the  whole  resolves  itself  hood  for  a  century,  with  all  the  &- 

into  an  expedient  for  drawing  students  culties  complete,  and  the  fullest  powers 

away  from  the  medical  school  of  the  to  confer  degrees  in  each. 
University  and  King's  College  (which.        It  is  believed  to  have  been  about  the 

like  other  universities,    charges  fees  year    1728   that   Marischal    College, 

upon  degrees,    and   which    does  not  crowning    itself — like    Napoleon   at 

make  attendance  at  its  oun  medical  K6tre  Dame — was  pleased  to  confer  on 

school  an  indispensable  preliminary) —  itself  the  power  of  conferring  on  others 

'   '  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  theology,  law, 

«  Aberdeen  Herald.  or  medicine.    The  degree  of  B.M.  is 
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of  new  coinage,  and  has  not,  so  ftiT  as  moie  labourer  in  the  same  Add,  who 

we  are  informed,  been  yet  conferred.  promises  to  be  concise. 

It  is  well  known  that  any  privilege  ^*^,"S  ^^^  °«^/  X^^^^^^.  «^^,^'«^ly. 

_  .  _                 ,        1-  »..  «..jr  V"     ^6^  engaged  m  considering  the  details  of 

which  can  only    emanate    from    the  medical  education  and  examination,  I 

crown,  must  be  exercised   either  by  trust  that  the  few  observations  I  shall 

virtue  of  an  actual  charter,  or  by  im-  venture  to  offer  regarding  this  vexata 

memorial  prescription ;  that  is,  custom  ^'*?  "^  *'  ^^f  ^  ^  favoured  with  an 

-    ,  .  ,   T                            ,            ^ ,  attentive  perusaL 
of  which  the  commencement  cannot  be  *     j^  considering  the  subject  of  medical 

traced,  and  which  is  therefore  attri-  reform,  the  first  party  to  be  satisfied  is 

bnted  by  law  to  an  ancient  grant  from  the  public;  they  should  have  the  fullest 

the  crown.  MarischalCoUege  has  been  assurance  that  the  practitioner  in  each 

.   ,  ^        .^..     ^,           r,     -  branch  of  the  profession  18  a  competent 

created  far  within  the  period  of  pre-  person,  not  only  from  his  medical  a uali- 

scription ;  it  can  point  outno  such  grant,  fications,  but  from  his  general  educa- 

and  can  show  no  such  custom.    But,  tion,  which  can  alone  entitle  liim  to 

it  is  said,  others  have  acquiesced.   Now  ^^^^  *^e  station  in  society  which  is  his 

s^  '           ;i*iis    li.      J  •     -J*            J  •  due,  and  that  will  give  to  the  pubuc 

It  IS  very  difficult  and  invidious,  and  is  ^^^'ething  like  a  s^urity  that  he  will 

no  man's   busmess  m   particular,  to  practise  his  profession,  not  merely  for 

pluck  off  such  borrowed  plumes.  Peo-  lucre,  but  upon  those  high  and  honour- 
pie  at  this  end  of  the  island,  aware  of    able  principles  that  should  actuate  the 

*\^^  #•«««.  ^f  ♦>»«•«  K-:««  «  TT«:,,«-«;*.,  ^t.  members  of  all  the  liberal  professions, 

the  fwjt  of  there  being  a  University  at  ^^  maintain  this  high  moral  tone  in 

Aberdeen,  took  it  for  granted  that  an  the  profession,  subordination  in  its  dif- 

Aberdeen  degree  was  a  degree  con-  ferent  departments  is,  in  my  opinion, 

ferred   by  the    University,  but  it  is  requisite :   giving  to  the  lower  grade  a 

merely  absurd  to  say  that  the  acquies-  ^^i^  object  of  anibition,  by  leaving  the 

^  .      .,.       ^          «,      ^,_.  road  to  his  advancement  entirely  open, 

cence  of  neighbours,  or  of  the  public,  and    inducing    the   higher  grade  to 

(supposing  it  to  be  true  that  there  has  maintain  his  rank  by  superiority  of 

been  acquiescence)  can  confer  so  im-  attainments  as  well  as  by  the  integrity 

portant  a  right.     If  Marischal  College  ??*^r"r^  ""^  ^^  character  and  conauct. 

5  J          X  J  T.          X              11        J  1'  therefore  appears  to  me  extremely 

had  created  baronets  as  weU  as  doc-  objectionable  to  propose  the  adoption 

tors,  a  step  equally  justified  by  their  of  any  plan  which  shall  amalramate 

charter,  would  the  contemptuous  silence  the  different  orders  of  the  profession 

of  the  public  erect  this  usurpation  into  ^^^  ^"®  faculty,  and  still  more  so  to 

.  ,'ft      .         ^             ^,               ,  create  elective    bodies    of  any  large 

a  nght?     Any    ten  gentlemen    who  amount  in  point  of  number?  keepiSg 

choose  to  seat  themselves  round  a  table  the  profession  in  a  state  of  perpetual 

have  exactly  the  same  power.     The  aeitation,  increasing  the  acrimonjr  and 

College  then,  in  its  new  scale  of  fees:  i?  ^^^^^  ^^^^  profewional  rivalry 
x,^  :  1  X-  A  J  •*  J  always  tends  to  engender,  and  pro- 
has  unconsciously  estimated  its  de-  bably,  as  a  result,  bestowing  the  offfcial 
grees  at  their  real  value— «o/A«iy.  appointments  of  the  profession  upon 

the  most  obstinate,  or,  it  may  be,  upon 

the  most  impudent  candidate. 

MR.  BACOT  ON  MEDICAL  REFORM.  It  is  true  that  the  number  of  institu- 

tions  in  the  three  kingdoms,  now  au- 
thorised to  -grant  diplomas  or  licenses 
7b  ihe  Ediior  qf  ike  Medical  Oaietie,  to  practise  in  the  jdificrent  departments 
Ojj^  of  the  profession,  is  considerable,  and 
'  that  the  most  absurd  re^itrictions  exist 
So  much  has  lately  been  written  on  to  prevent  the  person  Ucensed  in  one 
the  subject  of  Medical  Reform,  that  part  of  the  empire  from  practising  in 
even  members  of  the  profession  itself  any  other  part.  The  first  step  in  reform 
may  probably  be  wearied  with  the  dis-  would  be  to  assimilate  the  education 
cussion ;  yet,  perhai>8,  your  readers  may  and  examination  in  the  three  kingdoms 
be  dinposed  to  bear  jiatiently  uith  cne  to  one  muform  sCondurd ;  that  is,  let 
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there  be  one  system  for  the  physician  profession  is,  the  extent  to  which  the 

every  where  throughout  the  empire ;  chemist  and  druggist  now  assumes  the 

one  for  the  surceon  and  one  for  the  duties  of  the  regular  practitioner ;  and 

apothecary ;  ana  then  let  no  impedi-  to  the  apothecary,  at  least,  the  eyil  is 

ment  exist  to  prevent  the  practitioner  very  great,  who,  being  obliged  to  an- 

(wherever  licensed)  from  pursuing  his  dergo  an  expensive  raucationy  and  a 

calling  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  strict    investigation   of    his    myedical 

he  choose,  only  providing  that  he  snail  qualifications,  when  he  commences  his 

be  dul^  renster^  as  a  Ucensed  practi-  career  as  a  practitioner  is  met  at  evcr^ 

tionei  in  tne  country  in  which  he  prac-  turn  by  the  chemist,  who,  with  lus 

tises.    Theut  as  a  consequence  of  this  collection   of   prescriptions    and    his 

arraneement,  all  prosecutions  of  on-  smattering  of  knowledge,  visits  and 

qoalined   practitioners   should   cease,  prescribes,  with  all  the  authority  of  an 

and  nothing  would  be  necessary  but  Elsculapius :    not   only  does   he    give 

to  ascertain  that  the  party  was  duly  advice  from  behind  his  counter,  but  he 

registered  before  he  was  allowed  to  scruples  not  in  too  many  instances  to 

undertake  the  office  of  physician,  sur-  assume  out  of  doors  all  the  functions 

{^eon,  or  apothecary,  to   any  public  of  the  medical  man ;  and  ^et  I  doubt 

institution,  or  before  the  latter  class  of  the  proprietv  of  meeting  tms  abuse  by 

practitioners  could  obtain  a  remunera-  any  medical  interference.    It  is  quite 

tion  for  his  services  in  any  court  of  law.  obvious  that  one  principal  point    in 

If  these  great   preliminaries   were  medical  reform  would  be  to  keep  every 

assented  to  (and  i  believe  the  three  man  in  his  place,  to  confine  tiie  prac- 

corporations  in  England  are  perfectly  tice  and  business  of  each  man  to  his 

agreed  on  these  points)  nothing  would  own  department ;  and  this,  with  theaid 

be  easier  than  to  settle  the  minor  de-  of  mvemment,  might  easily  be  done 

tails,  and  all  reasonable  men  would,  I  in  this  case ;  providing,  however,  that 

conceive,  be  ready  to  admit  that  the  the  chemist  and  drug^t  should  spve 

present    medical    institutions   of  the  some  proof,  before  he  is  establbhea  in 

country  are  competent  to  undertake  the  his  business,  that  he  knows  enough  to 

duties  of  their  respective  departments,  endure  the  safe  and  accurate  composi- 

and  need  not  be  aestroyed  in  order  to  tion  of  remedies  prescribed  by  medical 

build  up  a  something  which  would,  at  authority.    As  to  any  attempt  to  put 

no  distant  period,  assume  a  political  down  quacks  andother  pretenders  to  cure 

character,  and,  whether  it  did  so  or  not,  diseases,  the  notion  is  absurd :  as  long 

would,  at  all  events,  keep  a  profession  as  there  are  complaints  that  defy  all  our 

requiring  contemplation  and  repose  in  present  curative  processes,  so  lone  must 

a  continued  state  of  agitation ;  exciting  there  be  quacks  and  venders  oi  such 

those  passions  which  it  is  the  dut^  of  remedies.      Mankind   will   never   sit 

all  good  men  to  allay,  and  retarding,  down  contented  with  being  told  they 

instead  of  promoting,  the  interests  of  must  die  of  cancer  or  phtnisis  $  they 

humanity  and  science.  will  naturally  resort  to  any  one,  male 

I  also  contemplate,  as  a  completion  or  female,  who  offers  an  infallible 
of  this  scheme,  the  formation  of  a  fourth  remedy;  and  why  should  they  not? 
or  ccmtrolling  body  appointed  by  go-  Is  it  wise,  or  even  possible,  to  extin- 
vernment  (not  consisting  of  medical  guish  hope  by  an  Act  of  Parliament? 
men) ;  to  which  body  the  several  insti-  and,  after  all,  the  profession  itself  is, 
tutions  should  communicate  their  re-  perhaps,  the  gainer  by  the  system,  if 
Rpective  bye-laws  and  regulations  for  so  low  a  motive  be  permitted  to  enter 
approval,  and  to  which  they  should  into  our  consideration  at  ^1. 
also  annually  report  the  results  of  their  With  regard  to  the  curricula  of  study 
proceedings — the  number  of  persons  now  enjoined  by  different  medical  bo- 
admitted  to  examination  in  their  dies  much  might  be  said,  but  it  may  be 
respective  departments,  the  number  enoufi[h  for  my  purpose  to  intimate  my 
rejected,  the  amount  of  their  receipts,  belief  that  in  some  instances  these 
the  mode  in  which  the  money  has  been  curricula  are  too  stringent.  Too  mueh 
expended,  and  all  other  circumstances  time  is  devoted  to  lectures,  and  not 
fix)m  which  a  complete  statistical  ac-  enough  to  reading;  and,  to  hospital  prac- 
count  of  the  state  of  the  profession  tice,  the  student  is  taught  rather  jicrarets 
miffht  be  collected  from  year  to  year.  tterba  magistri  them  to  work  out  his  own 

Another  subject  of  complaint  in  the  coarse,  and  to  rely  upon  the  resources 
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of  his  own  mind.     I  have  no  objection  on  the  smallBr  hotpituli  and  eounftry  pno^ 

to  make  the  examination  as  strict  as  tioners  ?    The  oaieB  occurring  in  thofe  iof* 

possible ;  the  stndent  should  be  in-  stitutions  would  not  be  rendered  avaiUble 

formed  accurately  of  the  subjects  he  is  fo"^  the  purposes  of  medical  education,  and 

expected  to  know,  as  well  as  the  course  thus  many  valuable  opportunities    of  ac- 

and  general  tenor  of  examination :  a  cer-  S'^^l^.J^^^^f^^^^i?^^  ^  J^!v  \  ^S'  *iJ? 
tain  order 
commended 

fnS!fin ^''LL^J'!!^^  ^}'%  propriety  ..  ^^„  ^  ^  ^^^j   ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^, 

insisting  upon  a  constant  and  compul-  formatiiln  a.  those  rtudenta  who.  in  a  crowd, 

soryapplication.  ^^^  ^^  practice  of  the  larger  hof^ntala 

One  word  onl^  respecting  the  ap-  without  an  opportunity  of  exercising  sm^oal 

prenticeship.      Every    one    who    has  manipulation;  and  the  "  habit  of  obserting, 

practised  pharmacy,  especiallv  m  the  thinking,  and  acting  for  himself,"  which,  by 

country,    must    know   that  the    time  the   Quarterly    is  oonsiderad  so  eaaential 

spent«by  the  apprentice  is  far  from  be-  to  make  a  good  practitioner,  is  as  much 

ine  wasted;  it  is  employed  in  collecting  encouraged   in   him  who   quietly   dranea 

information  which  is  most  valuable  to  patienta  from  day  to  day,  in  a  smaller  pro- 

the  student  in  after|life;  but  a  period  vincial  infirmary,  as  in  him  who,  during 

of  five  years  so  employed  is  much  too  the  bustle  of  surgical  peregrinationa  in  laige 

long,  still  less  should  the  apprentice-  hospltab,  attends,  even  more  than  is  cu»- 

ship  be   compulsory,  for   if   good  in  ternary,  to  ^  cases  presenfa^  to  his  notice ; 

itself  it  wiU  be  foUowed  without  any  J?,1J  7°^^^' TT^y^L'  •^^')*»«  pesponsi- 

legislative  enactment,  but  it  should  be  J'^^Ti.       2!^  ^u"^^  n     P"^"^« 

le|atleastto  the  choice  of  those  who  S^^S^^O-ln'^the^tJ;?^^^ 

still  entertain    such    an  opinion  :    it  apprenticeship,  exdtes  moreinten»t.  and 

would  be  quite  sufficient  if  the  pupil  ^J^,^  ^^^  ^f  ^ttenUmi  and  inflection 

was  required  to  receive  instruction  in  j^Mt  effectually,  than  where  such  responsi- 

practical  pharmacy  for  two  years  either  i^aity  does  not  exist, 
as  an  apprentice  or  not.     I  shall  not        But  the  student  who  is  designed  to  prae- 

pretend  at  present  to  enter  further  into  tise  in  the  country  (and  many  must)  wiU  be, 

the  details  of  this  very  extensive  sub-  in  other  respects,  a  loser  by  the  entire  iJ>ro- 

ject,  being  persuaded  that  if  the  gene-  gation  of  the  apprenticeship  system.      He 

ral  outlines  I  have  hinted  at  are  care-  will  lose  all  that  salutary  restraint,  and  that 

fully  filled  up,  the  expectations  of  all  training  of  the  mind  to  undergo  privations, 

reasonable  men  would  be  satisfied.  ^hich  are  so  necessary  for  youth.    He  will 

I  am  sir  ^^^^  "^  insist  into  the    management    of 

Your  obedient  servant,  private    patients— the    customary  charges 

John  Bacot.  ''^  book-keeping,  and  all  the  drudgery  un- 

RntQgalStreet,7eb.  4, 1811.  avoidably  connected  with  the  practice    of 

-        medicine,  in  country  districts.     He  will  be 

ADVANTAGE  o,APPRENnCESHII.S.  ^SSf  ^ '^^l.-^^TS  l^r'^'*'^ 

-~— ^  di£hrence  between  the  study  of  modichie  as  a 

To  /Ac  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  branch  of  learning,  and  the  practice  of  it  as 

^  a  profession  by  which  he  is  to  live ;  so  that, 

^'^>  when  commencing  businen  in  the  country, 

I  BOPS  you  will  spare  room,  in  your  valuable  after  an  attendance  on  lectures  and  at  hospitals 

periodical,  for  a  few  remarks  elicited  byyour  atone,  whore  he  has  been  enabled  to  follow 

able  leader  on  the  "  Apprentioeahip  System"  tiie  full  bent  of  his  inclinationB,   he  will 

in  the  last  GAzarrB,  ukd  ere  the  knell  of  probably  find  that  he  cannot  comfortably 

that  system  is  sounded,  allow  a  feeble  note  submit  to  the  necessary  constraint  on  his 

to  be  raised  in  its  praise.     You  are  doubtless  feelings  and  actions  which  would  contribute 

aware,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  effect  of  the  late  so  much  to  his  success ;  that  he  cannot  well 

preacribed  oaurve  of  medical  education  has  manage  the  whims  and  caprices  of  private 

been  to  diminidi  very  materially  the  number  patiente,  and   otiier  little  practical  details ; 

of  pupils  in  the  country,  and  the  smaller  that,  in  short,  he  cannot  endure,   without 

towns;  and,  if  the  apprentioeahip  system  be  spending  a  miserable  existence,  the  incon- 

entirely  annulled,  aU  the  medical  studente  venienoea  and  His  of  a  profession  whidi  he 

will  bc^n  and  complete  their  studies  in  the  was  not  prepared  for ;  while,  to  his  astonish- 

metropolis,   or  the  laiger  provincial  towna  ment,  his  more  plodding,  but,  perhaps,  Yeas 

where  the  required  lectures  are  given.     But  scieatific  neighbour,  inwed  to  tha  bardSMpa 

would  not  a  serious  iigury  be  thus  inflicted  of  an  apprentice,  bears  the  midnight  watch 
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mdlaTwriaaajcranicyawlthecaroeaiiiiHrinfir,  soffidently  tened  In  minute  uitttomy  and 

and  puta  up  with  thow  toils  and  discomforts  diemistry,  which,  at  the  time  I  wm  pur- 

which.  in  early  life,  he  was  accustomed  to,  suing  my  university  studies,  I  was  m  eon» 

as  a  matter  of  course.      There  is,  mdeed,  versant  with  as  my  own  name,  but  ^rtftid& 

Mr.     Editor,    something    besides    medical  now,  I  fear,  I  have  in  a  grcatmeiMHirelo^  s 

knowledge  necessary  for  ordinary  pravinoal  my   (aknast)    undivided    wtMiauL    Im" 

practice,  namely,  a  mind  schooled  and  traiqad  been  bestowed  on  the  praeheaijmt  or 

to  aobmit  to  that  wfaidi  most  be  borne;  and  profession.    Many  years  «Boe  I  waa  c 

if  Ae  apprenticeship  system  must  be  given  sidered  a  good  Latinist,    but  shonld   n 

up,  which,  under  your  auspices,  I  trust  it  falter  at  tranalationa  whidi  then  appeared  as 

will  not,  I  much  doubt  whether  the  country  easy  as  A  B  C  ;   so  Uttle  time  have  I   had 

practitionerB  of  the  succeeding   generation  to  cultivate  my  classical  knowledge,  amid 

will  be  more  happy  ^emseWes,  better  sailed  the  many  perplexing  titmbles  and  anxieties 

for  their  situations,  or  for  the  service  of  the  I  have  had  to  contend  with.     You  are  doubt. 

public,than  those  of  the  presentday.  But  I  am  less  aware  that  not  one  infftw  physHaans  now 

trespassing  too  much  on  your  kindness  ;  and  practising  in  London  and  the  provinces  are 

therefore,  hoping  that  the  attention  of  pro-  members  of  the  London  College:  thCmajo- 

vincisl  practitioners  wiU  be  awakened  to  the  rity  being  licentiates  of  the  Irish,  German, 

subject  I  have  touched  upon,   I   leave  the  and  Scotch  universities.     It,  therefore,  mp- 

matter  in  abler  hands. — I  am,  sir,  peare  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  decided  Ibjub- 

Your  obedient  servant,  tk»  to  prevent  foreign  graduates,  more  espe- 

A  Constant  Rbadbr.  cially  those  in  aehtal  praeiiee,  from  be- 

Gkiocester,  Feb.  9d,  IMI.  coming    registered    members    of   the  new 

■  medical  institution.     It  would  also  be  bad 

PROPOSED  RESTRICTIONS  ON  policy  for  the  medical  profession  in    this 

FOREIGN  GRADUATES.  country  to  oppose  this  prindple,  for  verj 

few  natives  of  foreign  countries,  who  had 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  graduated  abroad,  whatever  might  be  th«r 

^  qualification  and  their  skill,  would  be  able  to 

"'^»  overcome  the  antipathies  of  the  people  of 

As  a  constant  reader  of  and  occasional  con-  this  country  to  employ  them  in  their  fsmilies, 

tributor  to  your  valuable  journal,  I  shall  feel  so  as  to  succeed  here  to  any  great  extent ;  on 

much  favoured  by  your  giving  me  a  reply  to  the  contrary,  there  is  a  great  demand  for 

the  following  question,  in  which  is  deeply  British  physicians  in  foreign  countries,  both 

involved  the  interest  and  happiness  of  many  in  those  cities  which  are  principally  fre* 
highly  talented  and  respectable  practition-     quented  by  British  travellers,  and,  generally 

era : —  speaking,  by  all  classes  in  the  United  States ; 

Will  certain  restrictions,  which  are  about  and  the  demand  presents  opportunities  of 

to  be  proposed  respecting  foreign  graduates,  employment  to  a  great  number  of  young 

extend  to  these  in  actual  practice  t  graduates  and  holders  of  diplomas,  who  annu- 

Abottt  fifteen  years  since  I  attended  lee-  allv  swarm  off  from  the  British  hive.  Now  any 

taresand  hospital  practice  atParisand  Berlin,  exclusion  of  foreign  graduates  in  tliis  coon- 

and  ultimately  g^raduated  at  the  ancient  and  try  might  provoke  foreign  countries  to  rata- 

distinguished  seat  of  learning,  Giessen,  in  liate  on  British  subjects  practising  medicine 
Germany,  having  been  subjected  to  a  most  abroad,  and  the  bdance  in  that  case  would 
severe  examination.  Since  this  period  I  have  be  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  British  practi- 
been  in  very  limited  practice,  but  having  at  tionen.  When  I  commenced  practice  I 
length  been  appointed  medical  officer  to  an  legally  possessed  the  same  privflq^  as  the 
extensive  dispensary,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  licentiate  of  any  college  or  university  ;  and 
brighter  prospects  are  opening  to  me.  I  these  privileges  stiU  exist.  Under  these 
find,  however,  from  .the  tenour  of  certain  circumstances  I  feel  well  assured  diat  the 
bills,  which  are  immediately  to  be  laid  before  educated  foreign  graduate  will  find  in  you 
Parliament,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  an  able  and  unflinching  advocate  for  the  eon- 
foreigti  graduate  will  be  admitted  as  a  mem-  tinuanee  ofthoae  righte  which  the^  atpre^ 
her  of  the  new  medical  corporation,  unless  eemt  enjoy,  I  doubt  not  but  that  in  several 
he  proves  that  he  has  undergone  the  pre^  instances  diplomas  have  been  unworthily 
eeribed  medical  education,  and  submits  to  obtained,  both  from  the  Scotch  and  Goman 
an  examination.  Now  I  must  confess  that  universities,  but  I  believe  this  system  has 
I  have  not  attended  to  any  particular  cnrri-  not  prevailed  to  any  great  extent ;  and  1 
culum,  but  obtained  my  professional  educa-  cannot  but  think  that  it  would  be  unwise  to 
tion  from  those  sources,  and  in  that  manner  interfere  with  the  preeeni  holdert  of  even 
which  I  conceived  best  calculated  to  render  these  venal  degrees.  Let  the  iniquities  of 
me  acquainted  with  my  profession.  With  the  past  be  buried  in  oblivion,  but  meet 
respec&^to  an  examination,  I  am  rather  soep*  carefiilly  guarded  against  in  future  enact- 
tical  as  to  whether  I  should  be  considered    ments. 
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These   hastily  penned  obseryalionB    are  foregoing,  to  have  obtained ,  npon  examina- 

Rent  with  the  view  of  directing  your  attention  tion,  a  Diploma  or  a  License,  in  Medicine  or 

to  the  subject,  and  with  ^e  hope  of  seeing  an  in  Surgery,  from  a  University  or  other  an- 

answer  to  the  foregoing  question,  which  has  thority  established  by  law  ¥rithin  the  United 

been  submitted  to  yoa,  with  great  respect,  by  Kingdom,  and  to  have  subsequently  attended 

Your  obedient  servant.  Medical  Classes  in  this  University  for  one 

An  M.D.  year. 

Of  twelve  years  standing.  _ 

Feb.  1,  IMI.  EjcamifUittoru, 

[We  have  inserted  the  foregoing  letter  ^*  "^^  Examination  Terms  to  be  two  in 

not  at  all  as  patronising  foreign  degrees,  «ch  year— the  Jirsi  to  commence  on  the 

but  to  direct  the  attention  of  those  who  are  20th  of  April,  if  a  Wednesday,  but  if  not, 

about  to  legislate  to  the  important  conside-  ^^  ^^  ^^^    Wednesday    thereafter ;     the 

ration— what  effect  will  it  have  on  those  second  on  the  13th  of  October,  if  a  Wed- 

holding  our  degrees,  when  they  go  abroad,  nesday,  but  if  not,  on  the  first  Wednesday 

if  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  foreign  degrees  thereafter. 

here?^£D.  Gxz.]  6-  Every  candidate  to  undergo  at  least 
.  three  separate  profioasional  examinations — 

itrATJTCPTTAT    mil  VTV    AMT*   irwT  *h«fi«t  Pharmaceutical,  the  secoud  SuTgioal, 

MARISCHAL   COLLEGE   AND   UNI-  ^  4^,^  Medical-to  be  conducted  partly 

VEKSITY  OF  ABERDEEN.  in  writing,  as  weU  as  vhd  voce,  and  parUy 

by  demonstration. 

The  /ir9i  to  include  chemistry,  botany, 
materia  medica,  phanmacy,  and  the  doctrines 
of  physics  relating  to  speoific  gravities,  to 

Currieulum,  gases  and  vapours,  and  to  climate. 

1.  Four  years  of  attendance  on  Medical  The  second  to  include  anatomy,  institutes 
Classes,  of  which  one  year  may  be  passed  at  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  the  doctrines  of 
any  recognised  Medical  School ;  but  three,  chemistry  and  physics  iUustrative  of  animal 
at  least,  must  be  passed  in  a  University,  structure  and  ftmction. 

including  one,  at  least,  in  this  University.  The  third  to  include  the  practice  of  medi- 

The  attendance,  in  each  year,  to  embrace  dne,  midwifery,  and  medical  juriaprudence. 

not  fewer  than  two  medical  classes  of  six  7.  Every  candidate,  not  a  Master  of  Arts, 

months  each,  or  one  of  six  months,  with  two  must  undergo  a  preliminary  examination  on 

of  three  months  each.     But  it  will  be  held  the  Latin  language  (the  book  to  be  used 

equivalent  to  one  of  four  years  of  such  at-  being  Celtus  de  Medicmd)^  and  on  the  ety- 

tendance  in  a  University,  1st,  in  a  Master  mology    of   such    terms   in    the    Medical 

of  Arts,  to  have  attended  one  Medical  Class  Sciences  as  are.  derived  from  the  Latin  and 

while  passing  through  the   Curriculum  of  the  Greek. 

Arts :  or,  2dly,  in  any  Student,  to  have  at-  8.  Any  candidate  that  so  desires  shall  be 

tended  a  Medical  Class,  in  each  of  two  years,  admitted  to  each  one,  or  to  any  two,  of  his 

along  with   Classes  in  the  Curriculum  of  three  professional  examinations  at  different 

Arts.     The  University  attendance  to  include  terms ;    but  not  to  the  first  examination, 

the  following  eight  Classes,  each  for  a  Course  until  the  beginning  of  his  third  year  of 

of  six  montlu — Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  medical  classes ;  nor  to  the  second,  until  the 

Chemistry,   Materia  Medica,   Institutes  of  end  of  his  third  year ;  nor  to  the  third,  until 

Medicine,   Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  end  of  his  fourth  year,  and  until  he  be 

Midwifery,  and  the  following  three  Classes,  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  nor  shall  a  greater 

each  for  a  Course  of  three  months— Botany,  interval  thui  eighteen  months  be  allowed 

Practical  Chemistry,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  between  two  successive  professional  exami- 

2.  Eighteen  months  of  attendance  on  the  nations,  without  a  fall  renewal  of  the  previous 
Medical  and  Surgical,  Practioe  of  an  Hospital  one  or  two.  The  preliminary  examination 
containing  not  fewer  than  eighty  beds,  along  must  be  passed  at  the  same  tenn  as  the  first 
with  attendance  for  six  months  on  Lectures  professional  examination. 

on  Clinical  Medicine,  and  for  three  months  9.  In  order  to  be  received  for  examination, 

on  Lectures  on  Clinical  Surgery.  certificates  must  have  been  lodged  with  the 

3.  Six  months  of  compounding  and  dis-  professor  of  medicine,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
pensing  of  medicines  in  the  laboratory  of  an  month  of  the  examination  term,  shewing 
hospit^,  or  of  a  public  dispensary,  or  of  a  that  the  candidate  is  of  the  required  age, 
licensed  general  practitioner,  or  of  a  regular  that  he  is  of  good  moral  character,  and  that 
dispensing  druggist.  he  has  passed  through  the  requisite  course 

of  professional  education.    Along  with  such 

Exemption  to  PraetiHonera.  certificates,  must  be  lodged  a  schedule,  filled 

4.  It  wiU  be  held  equivalent  to  the  Cur-  up  in  his  own  hand-writing,  containing  a 
riculum  prescribed  ih  the  three  Regulations  list  of  them,  and  specifying  such  additional 
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doieofeadi 


11.  Tbe  degree  of  Iwcfador  cf  mcdirinr 
Bar  be  couierred  on  any  rwwiidefr  w1m>  kM 


llie  fimgoiBg  eiewihiatioiig. 

12,  The  ^deffee  of  Doctor  of  Me&ne 
■aj  be  cuMfaicd  ob  maj  candidotB,^  after 
poMB^  i^  toKtgdmg  CKaaDinatMma,  if  not 
ttoder  tvcBty-taro  yean  of  age,  or  on  any 
^ff^i^^m  vbo  bai  been  at  least  ax  montiia 
a  bvlidor  of  medifdiie  of  tids  UmrerBty. 
Thecm&lale,  ifabadiekir,  sbaH  atite  in 
a  vrittcn  ifyplicatioii,  what  oppoitan^M^of 
yratumontH  impnytmeat  he  has  '  "^ 
he 
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KBTiorous, 

Sbewiiv  the  Kuaber  of  Deaths  firoaa  all 
Canaea  legiatered  m  the  Week,  catdins 
Sstwdi^,  tlie  30th  Janoaiy,  1841. 
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Expense  of  Diphnna  £^ 

r^  tke  Degree  qfDodm'  rfUeiiemt. 

Expense  of  DqpkMBtt  '    ^  ^     .«, 

Qovcnunent  Stamp  10— JTll 

There  are  no  Exaauners'  F< 


SIR  A8TLEY  COOPER. 
Wb  lamoit  to  say  that  we  cannot  report  any 
improvement  in  Sir  AsUey  Cooper's  health. 
We  vnderatand  that  the  syniptoms  shew 
M>  diqrasition  to  amfnd. 

REFORM  DEPUTATIONS. 

Dbfutatioks  from  the  **  British  Medical,*' 
the  "  Pronndal  Medical  and  Smigical," 
and  the  "  North  of  England  Medical"  As- 
■odations,  wmted  on  Lord  John  Rnssell  on 
Saturday  (6th).  Tliey  were  aooompaiued  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Talfonrd,  Mr.  Wakley,  Dr. 
Webster,  Messrs.  Evans,  Parr,  Carter,  and 
Ealca.  Of  the  resalt  we  know  nothing, 
bat  we  shall  be  surprised  if  the  ministers  be 
not  fairly  bothered  by  tiic  contradictory  re- 
presentations made  to  them  by  the  various 
parties  interested  in  the  qoestion  of  reform. 
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CBBTiriCATBS. 

Tkmredajf,  December  31,  1840. 
Edmand  Hartley.— Duckworth  John  Neiaoa, 
Dobin.— William  Fearse,  Sxetcr. 

Tkuredag,  Jen,  7,  1841. 
R.  M .  Hlddleattm.-J.  Honeywood,  London. 

Tkureiag,  Jim,  1 4 , 1 84 1 . 
J.  Osbom.-  M.  H.  Beaumont.— A.  Featherrton- 
haach.— J*  M-  Monteath,  London. 

Tkuredey,  Jen,  21 ,  1841. 
H.  F.  Brett,  East  Garden,  YOTkrtlre.--w. 
Winship,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.— W.  Bow,  Shel- 
don, Devon. 


Wind,  N*E> 

Biuxpt  the  alteraoon  of  the  ld,and  momiasQf 
the  ftdi,  doody.  Soow  on  the  ad,  andmorainKof 
the  4th.    Rainlldlonthemomii^oftheatli. 

Chablbs  Hbkrt  Adams. 


NOTICES. 

Mr.  Chads'  letter  cannot  be  inserted  of 
its  present  length  and  form,  except  in  the 
cjrfra  Hmitee  department.  If  he  will  limit 
himself  to  a  simple  counter  statement  not 
exceeding  a  column  in  length,  we  sfaaQ  gire 
it  next  week. 

Mr.  Watson's  letter  only  arriTed  aa  we 
were  going  to  press ;  we  shall  give  it  in  our 
next. 


Wilson  9t  Ooiltt,  57,  Skinner  Street9  Lon4oa. 
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LECTURES  absolute  extinction,  of  the  senses  of  taste  and 

ON  THE  ^^  ■™*^* 

Perverted  sensations,  sensations  unnatural 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  in  kind,  are  very  numerous.    To  mention  a 

PHYSIC,  ^<^^  *    giddiness  ;    nausea  ;    ringing  in  the 

ears ;  ocular  spectra ;  ill  smells  in  the  noe- 

Delivered  ai  Kmg^s  College,  London,  trils ;   false  tastes  on  the  palate ;   itchmg ; 

By  Db.  Watson.  '^^  sundry  uneasy  feelings,  many  of  which 

are  indescribable.      Various  kinds  of  pain 

belong  to  this  class ;  spirits  violently  high ; 

Lbctuhk  XXII.  causeless  depression,  anxiety,  and  dread. 

Sgmpton,,  of  cerebral  dUeast*.-InJlcm.  ..±  1°"""*!?";  ^^^'Hf  ,V^  "^ 

mktion  qfthe  dura  mater  and  aracCid,  t^'^^  ^,^  ^*^,  .5^  i*?^*^T 

««».  „.f., ,.  .F  i_i. *„_  j:.....  „/•  "net  ^tn-    Dehnnm  in  «11  its  shades ;  dol- 

^bot^^Ar^7jJ^J,tZ  ^  »««  and  confarion  of  mteUect;  ^^  de. 

tne  bones  qf  the  ear,  ana  qf  the  nose. —  -.    .       -  «,„«.>*•.  .  :»«.».«:^  «#  ^a^^^*... 

InfiammaHon  qf  the  pia  mater.  ^^j"  °^  "j^™^  5  J^^^^^  "*'♦  jndgmimt ; 

^                   ^        *'  and  every  degree  of  stupor  up  to  complete 

Thb  functions  of  the  brain,  summarily  ex-  coma. 

pressed,  being  sensation,  thought,  and  Of  the  function  of  voluntary  motion  there 
voluntary  motion,  we  naturally  look  for  dis-  are  also  various  kinds  and  gradations  of  de* 
turbances  of  those  functions  whenever  the  rangement :  twitchings  of  the  muscles  ;  tre- 
organ  suffers  disorder  or  disease.  And  ex-  mors  of  the  limbs ;  rigidity  firom  spaam ; 
perience  has  made  us  familiar  with  various  irregular  and  involuntary  jactitation ;  con- 
forms of  disturbance  to  which  these  same  vulaiona ;  muscular  debility ;  palsy, 
cerebral  functions  are  liable.  Let  us  pass  Now,  as  I  stated  before,  there  is  no  phy* 
them  shortly  in  review.  sical  exploration  of  the  living  bmin.     We 

1.   The    faculty    of  sensaiion    may    be  are  limited  therefore^  in  studying  its  dis- 

morbidly  keen,  or  morbidly  obtuse ;  or  it  eases,  to  the  rational  symptoms.     It  be* 

may  be  perverted :   in  other  words,  it  may  comes  our  task  to  interpret  the  import  of 

deviate  in  degree,   or  in  kind,  from  the  the  multiform  disturbances  of  function  just 

healthy  standard.  enumerated,  in  every  case  in  which  more  or 

The   sensations  referred  to    the  several  fewer  of  them  appear;  and  when  you  are 

surfaces  and  structures  of  the  body,  and  to  told  that  these  symptoms  are  apt  to  present 

the  organs  of  sense,  may  (without  any  fault  themselves  in  almost  every  conceivable  order 

in  those  parts  and  organs)  be  pretematurally  and  combination,  and,  moreover,  that  many 

acute.      Tenderness   ascribed  to  different  of  them  may  be  sympathetic  of  diseases  of 

parts,  their  natural  sensations  being  lieight-  other  parts  than  the  brain,  you  will  scarcely 

ened  into  pain ;  a  general  state  of  irritability ;  need  to  be  farther  infonned,  that  the  Ian* 

intolerance  of  light,  and  of  noise  ;    are  so  guage  tbey  speak  is  often  very  bard  to  oon- 

many  instancfai  of  this  over-sensitiveness  of  strue ;  that  we  frequently  USX  to  reach  and 

the  percipient  organ.  discover,  by  these  outward  signals,  the  in- 

Under  the  head  of  diminished  or  defective  ward  things  they  denote, 

sensation  may  be  ranked,  numbness  in  all  I  am  about  to  consider,  in  the  first  place, 

its  degrees,  up  to  total  loss  of  sensibility  or  some  of  the  inflammatory  afl^ctions  of  the 

antssthesiai   dulness  of  hearing,  deafness;  brain,  and  some  which  may  easily  be  mis-* 

dimness  of   sight,    blindness  ;    failure,  or  taken  for  inflammatory  affections;   and  I 

690.— XXVII.  3  D 
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warn  you  beforehand,   that,   in  respect  to  phalon,  we  have  learned  enough  to  direct  us 

exactness  of  diagnosis,  we  are  sadly  barren  as  to  the  genoral  plan  of  treatment  Co  be 

of   certainties   in  these    matters.      Hints,  adopted. 

ilketches,  approximations,  are  nearly  all  that         After  all,  certain  symptoms  do  present 

I  can  promise  concerning  not  a  few  of  the  themselTes  more  freqnently  when  one  part 

many  diseased  conditions  to  which  the  brain  is  inflamed,   and   certain  other  symptoma 

and  nerves  are  obnoxious.  more  frequently  when  another  part  is  iii> 

In  the  brain,  as  in  other  composite  or-  flamed ;  and  it  will  be  proper  and  conve- 

gans,  inflammation  may  be  general  or  par-  nient  to  contemplate  certain  forms  of  menin- 

tial.     It  may  attack  certain  tissues  only ;  it  g^  inflammation  separately, 
may  be  steted  in  the  substance  of  the  cere- 
bral n  ass,  or  in  the  membranes  that  en-        Inflammation  of  the  dura  mater, — Let  as 

velope  it.  first  then  consider  inflammation  as  it  is  con> 

I  need  not  teU  any  of  yon  that  the  mem-  fined,  occasionally,  to  the  dura  mater— or  to 

branes  which  invest  the  brain  are  three  in  the  dura  mater  and  arachnoid, 
number ;  the  fibrous  dura  mater,  the  serous        This  very  rarely  happens  as  an  idiopaUuc 

arachnoid,  and  the  pia  mater,  which  is  com-  or  spontaneous  disease ;  but  it  is  not  at  all 

posed  of  blood-vessels  held  together  by  a  uncommon  as  a  result  of  external  injury, 

web  of  cellular  tissue.  And  we  may  advantageously  trace  its  ordinary 

Speaking  generally,  inflammation  of  the  phenomena  and  consequences,  by  attending 

cerebral    substance  edone,  is  perhaps  more  to  these  instances  of  traumatic  inflammation 

common  than  inflammation  of  the  investing  of  the  dura  mater.     They  were  excellently 

membranes  alone.     The  central  parts  of  the  well  described,  many  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Pott. 

nervous  mass  may  and  do  suffer  inflamma-  A  man  receives  a  blow  on  the  head ;    the 

tion,  while  the  membranes  escape.     But  it  blow  stuns  him  perhaps  at  the  time,  but  he 

seems  to  me  scarcely  possible  that  inflamma-  presently  recovers  himself,  and  remains,  for 

tion   of  the  pia  mater  should   take   place  acertainperiod,apparently  in  perfect  health, 

without  implicating  also  the  surface  of  the  But  after  some  days  he  begins  to  complain ; 

convolutions,  with  which  it  has  so  close  a  he  has  pain  of  the  head,  is  restless,  cannot 

relation,and  so  intimate  a  vascular  connexion,  sleep,  has  a  frequent  and  hard  pulse,  a  hot 

Again,   with  respect  to  the   membranes  and    dry  skin,    his    countenance   becomes 

themselves,    the   dura  mater  may  be    in-  flushed,  his  eyes  are  red  and  ferretty;  rigors, 

flamed  while  the  pia  mater  remains  unaf-  nausea,  and  vomiting  supervene;   and,  to> 

fected.     I  believe  also  that  the  arachnoid  wards  the  end,  convii^ons  and  delirium, 

may  suffer  inflammation,  and  leave  the  sub-  Meanwhile  the  part  which  was  struck  be- 

jacent  pia  mater  untouched.     Whether  the  comes  puffy,  tumid,  and  somewhat  tender ; 

arachnoid  ever  escapes  participating  in  the  and  if  this  tumid  portion  of  the  scalp  be  cut 

inflammation  of  the  dura  mater  on  the  one  through,  the  pericranium  beneath  it  is  found 

side,  or  the  pia  mater  on  the  other,  is  to  be  to  be  separated  from  the  bone;  and  the  bone 

doubted.  itself  is  observed  to  be  altered  in  colour. 

Can  we  separate  and  distinguish  these  whiter  and  drier  than  the  healthy  bone ;  and 

several  inflammations  by  assigning  to  each  if  a  piece  of  this  bone  be  removed,  it  is  also 

its  proper  external  phenomena  ?     Seldom  ;  seen  that  the  dura  mater  on  the  other  nde 

scarcely  ever.     Doubtless  each  has  its  pecu-  of  it  is  detached  from  the  cranium,  and 

liar  symptoms ;    and  if  inflamm&tion   was  sometimes  smeared  with  lymph  or  purifbrm 

often  strictly  limited  to  the  one  membrane  matter.    This  is  a  form  of  disease  very  often 

or  the  other,  and  if  the  course  and  events  of  met  with  by  the  surgeon.     I  have  watched, 

the  inflammation  did  not  modify  the  condi-  with  much  interest,  several  such  cases  under 

tion  of  the  brain  itself,  by  pressure,  or  by  the  care  of  my  hospital  colleagues.     One  or 

affecting  the  circulation  of  blood  through  it,  two  of  them  I  will  briefly  describe, 
then  we  might  expect  greater  uniformity.         In  the  year  1833,  during  Christmas  time, 

and  hope  by  careful  and  repeated  observa-  the  coachman  of  a  lady  living  in  my  neigh- 

tion  to  seize  upon  the  desired  distinctions,  bourhood  fell,  being  intoxicateid,  into  a  cellar 

But  this  simplicity  is  not  exhibited  by  the  or  area,  struck  in  his  fall  one  side  of  his 

inflammatory  affections  of  the  parts  within  head,  and  tore  up  the  scalp  over  a  conai- 

the  cranium.     Inflammation  commencing  in  derable  space.-   He  was  carried  to  ^e  faos- 

one  membrane  is  apt  to  spread  readily  and  pital,  where  the  loose  flap  of  integuments 

rapidly  to  the  rest,  and  to  the  cerebral  sub-  Was  cleansed  and  replaced.   Alter  some  days 

stance ;   and  the  pomplication  of  diseased  erysipelas  came  on,  and  then  a  mudi  laifper 

conditions  coexisting  within  the  skull  at  the  portion  of  the  scalp  sloughed  away,  so  that 

same  time,  throws  confusion  over  the  whole  the  bone  was  laid  bare  to  a  fnghtfbl  extoit, 

subject.     This  uncertainty  of  exact  diagno-  and  looked,  at  a  little  distance,  as  be  set  up 

'sis  is  however  of  the  less  consequence,  inas-  in  bed,  like  the  tonsure  of  a  monk.     Never- 

much  as  when  we  have  learned  that  inflam-  theleas  the  man  seemed  wonderfully  free 

mation  is  going  on  in  any  part  of  the  ence-  from  suffering  or  distress :  his  pulse,  indeed. 
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WB8  frequent,  bat  it  was  said  to  be  so  during  spectively  invest.     Here  no  sensible  traces 

health.     His  intellect  was  clear,  and  he  had  of  inflammation  were  discovered,  deeper  than 

no  head  symptoms ;    or  rather^  no  brain  the  free  surface  of  the  arachnoid ;  and  there 

symptoms.  had  been  no  disturbance,  till  towards  the 

In  the  early  part  of  February,  1834,  he  end,  of  the  proper  functions  of  the  brain.  I 
had  a  shivering  fit,  which  wa8  followed  by  conclude  that  the  disease  did  not  pass  beyond 
convulsions  of  the  right  side  of  the  body,  the  serous  membrane;  for  I  can  scarcely 
and  subsequently  by  paralysis  of  the  right  conceive  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  to 
arm  and  leg,  and  by  stupor,  from  which  he  exist  without  involving,  in  some  degree,  the 
could  easily  be  roused.  He  would  put  out  surface  of  the  brain )  nor  inflammation  of 
his  tongue  when  desired  to  do  so;  but  to  the  surface  of  the  brain  to  exist  without  some 
every  question  he  answered  **  yea,**  A  por-  manifest  derangement  of  the  cerebral  func- 
tion of  the  left  parietal  bone  was  evidently  tions.  In  the  instances  that  I  have  been 
dead :  here  the  trephine  was  applied  ;  and  a  relating  the  final  stupor  and  palsy  may  rea- 
piece  of  bone  being  removed,  the  dura  mater  sonably  be  ascribed  to  pretture  resulting 
was  exposed.  It  looked  as  if  it  also  had  lost  from  the  evenU  of  the  inflammation  of  the 
"  its  vitality.  Some  pus  lay  upon  it.  No  arachnoid ;  from  the  efl'used  pus  and  lymph, 
relief  followed  the  operation.  Inflammation  of  the  dura  mater  is  very 

On  the  10th  of  February  fluctuation  was  rare  as  a  simple  and  idiopathic  afiection. 

detected  beneath  the  dura  mater,  which  was  Dr.  Abercrombie  relates  one  instance  of  it, 

slit  open.   About  three  drachms  of  puriform  as  the  only  ope  he  had  seen  ;  and  even  that 

fluid  escaped.    The  patient  died  soon  after-  was  not  a  pure  case  of  inflammation  of  the 

wards,    having    had    no    active    delirium  dura  mater.  There  was  pus  upon  that  mem- 

thronghout.  brane ;  and  it  adhered  to  the  cranium  over  a 

The  surfiice  of  the  dura  mater  was  found  space  as  big  as  a  crown-piece ;  and  at  that 

to  be  nearly  of  its  natural  appearance,  except  spot  it  was  ulcerated.     But  there  was  also 

where  the  trepanning  had  been  perform^,  found  an  adventitious  membrane  beneath  the 

At  that  spot  it  was  dry  and  sloughy.     Over  arachnoid  where  it  covers  the  brain, 

the  whole  of  the  anterior  and  lateral  surfiice  Speaking    generally,    this    complaint    is 

of  the  left  hemisphere  lay  a  thick  coating  of  marked  by  pain  of  the  head,^  by  fever,  and 

coagulable  lymph,  smeared  with  pus:  this  by  rigors  w^ch  intermit;  and  so  regular 

extended  down  the  posterior  part  of  the  sometimes  are  the  intermissions,  that  the 

hemisphere  also,  nearly  to  its  base.     There  practitioner  may  be  tempted  to  believe  that 

was  no  other  morbid  appearance;  no  fluid  in  he  has  got  an  aguish  patient,  and  to  ad- 

the  pia  mater,  or  in  the  ventricles.     The  minister  bark.     The  intellectual  functions, 

substance  of  the  brain  was  every  where  per-  especially  at  the  outset  of  the  disease,  are 

lectly  sound  and  healthy :  it  was  divided  in  bat  little  affected ;  which  is  just  what  we 

all  directions  in  search  of  an  abscess,  but  might  expect, 

nothing  unnatural  could  be  detected.  Although  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater 

Another  man  came  to  the  hospital  to  is  very  uncommon  as  an  idiopathic  or  primary 
have  a  small  incised  wound  of  the  scalp  disorder,  we  very  frequently  meet  with  it  as 
looked  at.  The  injury  appeared  to  be  trivial;  a  secondary  afiection;  and  then  there  are 
the  cut  was  dressed,  and  the  man  made  an  few  diseases  more  surdy  fatal,  or  less  within 
out-patient.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  eame  the  reach  of  remedies.  It  is  as  a  consequence 
again,  imperfectly  paralytic  on  one  side  of  of  what  is  called  oiiiis,  that  physicians  are 
the  body.  I  saw  this  man's  skull  trepanned:  chiefly  aocustomed  to  encounter  inflamma- 
fae  was  perfectly  calm  and  collected :  that  tion  of  the  dura  mater.  It  results  from 
part  of  die  dura  mater  which  corresponded  disease  of  the  internal  ear,  and  of  the  petrous 
to  the  wound  was  found  to  be  inflamed ;  and  portion  of  the  temporal  bone.  Sometimes 
there  was  pus  diffused  over  the  arachnoid  acute  inflammation  arises  within  the  tym- 
covering  the  cerebral  convolutions  on  the  panum,  when  there  has  been  no  previous 
same  side.  He  sank  quietly  into  a  state  of  disease :  the  patient  has  severe  ear-ache  {  at 
coma,  and  so  died.  Not  the  slightest  inoo-  length  a  gush  of  matter  comes  from  the 
herenoe  or  delirium  had  been  manifested,  external  meatus,  but  the  pain  does  not,  as  it 
there  had  been  no  convulsions,  nor  was  there  usually  does  in  such  cases,  cease ;  it  con- 
any  other  morbid  appearance  within  the  tinues,  or  even  increases  in  intensity :  the 
cranium.  patient  begins  to  shiver ;  he  becomes  dull 

I  mention  these  cases  to  show  you  the  and  drowsy;  slight  delirium  perhaps  occurs; 

grounds  of  my  own  opinion  thi^  inflamma-  and  by  degrees  he  sinks  into  stupor.     In 

tion,  beginning  in  the  fibrous  membrane,  some  instances  no    pus  issues  externally, 

fiu^  affect  the  arachnoid,  without  ttecst-  More  commonly  symptoms  of  the  same  kind 

'iarify  extending  to  the  pia  mater ;  just  as  supervene  upon  a  chrome  discharge  of  pum- 

inflammation  fiuiy  overspread  the  pleura,  or  lent  matter  from  the  ear.     It  is  scarcely 

the  pericardium,  without  touching  the  lung  possible  to  sketch  an  accurate  general  picture 

AT  heart  which  those  serous  membranes  re-  of  this  insidious,  but  most  dangerous  com- 
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plaint.     Next  to  seeing  and  watching  actual  tended  over  the  forehead.     When  Dr.  Aher- 

caaea  of  it,  the  best  way  of  becoming  ac-  crombie  saw  her,  he  found  that,  besidea  the 

quainted  with  its  phsenomena  is  by  attending  pain,  she  had  some  vomiting,  and  intpatienoe 

to  recorded  instances.     I  will  biing  before  of  light.      Her  look  was  oppressed  ;    the 

you,  therefore,  some  examples  of  inflamma-  pulse  84.    Blood-letting,  purging,  hUstering, 

tion  of  the  dura  mater,  occurring  in  con-  and  mercury,  were  employed  witliont  relief, 

nexion   with  disease  of  the  iaterior  of  the  Two  days  aifterwards  there  was  alight  and 

organ  of  hearing.  transient  delirium,  a  degree  of  stupor,  and 

A  youth,  sixteen  years  old,  applied  to  the  slight  convulsions.     She  lay  conatantiy  with 

late  Dr.  Powell  (who  has  related  the  case  in  both  her  hands  pressed  upon  her  fordiead, 

the  fifth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  and  moaning  from  pain,  of  which  there  had 

College  of  Physicians)  on  account  of  an  not  been  the  least  alleviation.     On  the  fifth 

eruption,  with  an  acrid  discharge,  behind  the  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  discdiarge. 

right  ear.     He  had  become  deaf  five  years  she  continued  sensible,  and  died  suddenly  in 

before,  after  scarlet  fever,  but  no  discharge  the    afternoon,   without    either    squintingT 

took  place  at  that  time  from  the  ear.  In  the  blindness,  or  coma,  the  pulse  having  beea 

following  year,  however,  he  had  the  measles,  always  imder  90.     A  considerable  quantitj 

and  then  an  abscess  formed  in  the  right  ear,  of  colourless  fluid  was  found  in  the  ventricles 

and  after  giving  him  much  pain,  it  burst,  of  the  brain,  which,  in  other  respects,  was 

He  had  again  suffered,  three  days  before  Dr.  healthy.     In  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebellum 

Powell  firiit  saw  him,  a  sudden  attack  of  very  there  was  an  abeoess  of  oon^derable  extent, 

severe  pain  in  the  same  ear.    The  pain  quite  containing  purulent   matter   of   intolersblr 

deprived  him  of  rest ;  but  he  had  no  fever,  foetor .     The  dura  mater,  where  it  covered 

nor  delirium,  nor  coma.     He  slept,  indeed,  this  part  of  the  cerebellum,  was  thickened 

a  great  deal,  but  that   was    the  effect  of  and  spongy,  and  the  bone  corresponding  to 

opiates,  which  he  took  to  relieve  the  pain,  this  portion  was  soft,  and  slightly  carious  oa 

This  symptom  was  quieted  by  "the  opium  ;  its  inner  surface  ;  but  there  was  no  comma- 

but  it  always  returned  with  severity  if  the  nication  with  the  cavity  of  the  ear. 
medicine  was  suspended.    A  foetid  discharge        Here  again  the  pain  was  the  most  promi- 

came  from  the  ear.     On  the  tenth  day  of  nent  symptom,  and  probably  resulted  from 

this  attack,  after  a  most  violent  paroxysm  of  the  partial  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater. 

pain,his  strength  rapidly  declined,  andhe  died.  It  is  interesting  to  mark  these  two  points: — 

**  When    the    head   was  examined,    the  that  the  disease  in  the  bone  imparted  disease 

stnicture  of  the  dura  mater  was  healthy  and  to  the  dura  mater,  although  no  passage  wu 

natural,  but  beneath    this   membrane  the  opened  from  the  tympanum ;   and  that  this 

whole  superior  surface  of  the  right  hemis-  inflammatory  state  of  the  external  membrane 

phere  was  covered  with  a  layer  of  ooagulable  of  the  brain  led  (apparently)  to  deep-seated 

lymph  and  pus.     The  vessels  of  the  substance  suppuration  in  the  cerebellum ;    the  pazts 

of  the  brain  were  not  more  numerous  or  lying  between  the  abscess  and  the  dura  mater 

loaded  than  usual,  and  the  brain  itself  was  escaping. 

healthy  in  every  part.     In  the  base  of  the        This  last,  and  somewhat  singular  circum- 

skull  the  dura  mater  adhered  to  the  bone,  stance,  might  have  been  owing,  (so  at  least 

except  at  one  part,  of  about  half  an  inch  I  conjecture)  to  the  introduction  of  pus  from 

diameter,  just  over  the  petrous  portion  of  the  the  suppurating  ear,  into  some  of  the  oere> 

temporal  bone,   where  it    was    black   and  bral  veins,   and  the  consequent  formation 

sloughy.    The  subjacent  portion  of  the  bone  in  the  cerebellum  of  one  of  those  secondary 

itself  waa  carious,   black,  and  crumbling ;  abscesses  so  commonly  noticed  in  undream* 

and  contained  foetid  pus.''  scribed  phlebitis.     'Two    very    remarkable 

In  this  case,  you  will  observe,  there  was  instances  of  difiiised  inflanunation  of  veins, 

no  symptom  to  mark  the  extensive  mischief  and  of  its  terrible  effects,  occurring  in  eon' 

within  the  head,  except  the  pain:  the  pulse  nexion  with  purulent  otorrhtea,  have  fallen 

never  exceeded  72 ;  Uie  skin  was  warm  and  under  my  own  observation :  one  of  them  is 

moist;  therewaa neither  fever,  nor  delirium,  private  practice,  the  other  in  the  hospital 

nor  convulsion,  nor  coma.  As  I  am  not  aware  that  such  consequences 

A  girl,  aged  nine,  (I  take  this  case  from  as  supervened  in   these   cases  upon  otitis, 

Dr.  Abercrombie,  whose  volume  on  the  dis-  have  received  much  attention,  I  wiU  briefly 

eases  of  the  brain  is  full  of  practical  and  describe  them. 

instructive  examples)  had  been    liable   to        The  first  of  these  two  patients  was  a  boy, 

attacks  of  suppuration   of  the  ear,  which  eleven  years  old,  whom  I  attended  with  Vr. 

were  usually  preceded  by  severe  pain,  and  Mac  Intyreand  Mr.  Amott.     He  had  had  a 

some  fever.       She  suffered    one  of   these  discharge  of  offensive  purulent  matter  firom 

attacks  in  the  left  ear,  in  July,  1810,  from  his  ear  since  the  time  when,  four  years  before, 

which  she  waa  not  relieved,  as  before,  when  he  had  gone  through   scarlet  fever.      In 

the  discharge  of  matter  took  place,  but  con-  August,  1833,  he  went,  for  a  walk,  into 

tinned  to  be  affected  with  pain,  which  ex-  Kensington  Gardens,  and  there  lay  dowst 
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and  slept  upon  the  damp  gram.  The  next  fluctuating  tumor  near  the  shoulder  was  pane- 
day  he  was  attacked  with  headache,  shivering,  tured,  and  three  ounces  of  pus,  mixed  with 
and  fever.  Strong  rigors,  followed  by  heat  blood,  came  out.  After  this  incision  the 
and  perspiration,  occurred  very  regularly  for  rigors  ceased  ;  but  the  abscesses  continued 
two  or  three  days  in  succession ;  suggesting  open,  and  the  discharge  had  an  offensive 
a  suspicion  that  the  complaint  might  be  ague :  smell.  On  the  14th  of  November  it  was 
but  then  pain  and  dwelling  of  some  of  the  discovered  that  matter  had  collected  in  the 
joints  came  on,  and  were,  at  first,  considered  left  hip  :  this  also  was  emptied  by  puncture, 
rheumatic.  However,  the  true  and  alarming  On  the  1st  of  December,  a  very  large  quan- 
natore  of  the  case  soon  became  apparent,  tity,  not  less  than  three  pints,  of  unhealthy 
Abscesses  formed  in  and  about  the  affected  and  grumous  pus,  was  let  out  from  a  vast 
joints,  and  one  of  these  fluctuating  swellings  abscess  which  had  formed  in  the  loins  :  and 
vras  opened,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus  was  noticed  in  his  stools.  The  discharge 
foul,  grumous,  dark-coloured  matter  let  out.  from  the  shoulder  came  at  last  to  resemble 
After  about  a  fortnight  the  child  sunk  under  the  lees  of  port  wine. 

the  continued  irritation  of  the  disease.     The  During  all  this  while  the  patient  remained 

hip- joint  presented  a  frightful  specimen  of  feverish,  with  a  dry  parched  tongue,  and  a 

disorganization  ;   it  was  full  of    unhealthy  rapid  and  feeble  pulse.    The  diarrhosa  con- 

sanioua  pus,  the  ligamentiim  teres  was  de-  tinned,  more  or  less,  throughout.     For  some 

stroyed,  the  articular  cartilages  were  gone,  time  before  hb  death,  which  happened  about 

and  matter  had  burrowed  extensively  among  the  middle  of  the  month  of  December,  the 

the  surrounding  muscles.      The  knee  and  left  leg  and  thigh  had  been  much  enlarged 

ankle-joints  of   the  same  limb  were  in  a  by  oedema. 

similar  state.  It  is  curious  that  the  destruc*  I  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  inapec- 
tive  disease  of  the  joints  was  limited  to  tion  of  the  body ;  and  I  have  to  regret  that 
those  of  the  right  lower  extremity,  while  the  in  the  report  which  I  received  of  it,  the  con- 
primary  suppuration  was  in  the  left  ear.  dition  of  the  brain,  of  its  membranes,  and  its 
Unfortunately  the  head  was  not  examined ;  veins,  was  not  noted, 
but  that  the  fatal  disorder  had  penetrated  The  right  shoulder-joint  was  extensively 
from  the  ear  to  the  dura  mater,  I  entertain  diseased ;  the  cartilages  were  destroyed  by 
no  doubt :  in  all  probability  the  inflamma-  ulceration  over  a  considerable  space.  Those 
tion  had  involved  the  veins  and  sinuses  of  of  the  left  hip  were  entire,  but  the  synovial 
the  head.  cavity  was  full  of  foul  matter.     The  joint  of 

The  second  case  had  many  points  of  simi*  the  great  toe  was  implicated  also  in  the  ab- 

larity  with  this.  scess  which  had  formed  there.     The  femoral 

William  Marriott,  aged  19,  vras  admitted  vein,    on   the  left  side,   was  plugged  up, 

under  my  care  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  throughout  its  whole  extent,  by  a  coagulum, 

on  the  18th  of  October,  1834,  having  pain  which  was  firm  and  of  a  reddish   brown 

and  tumefaction  of  the  right  shoulder,  wrist,  colour  at  the  upper  part  of  the  vessel,  loose 

and  foot,  with  redness  of  the  latter.     He  and  darker  towards  the  ham.     The  saphena 

complained  also  of  headache,  vertigo,  drow-  was  pervious  :  the  iliac  was  f^  from  dis- 

siness,  and  of  an  occasional  feeling  of  stupor,  ease. 

His  skin  was  hot  and  dry,  his  face  flushed,  his  The  lungs  had  undergone  partial  disorga- 

tongue  furred,  his  pulse  frequent  (112),  and  nization.     Several  distinct  portions  of  the 

his  bowels  were  relaxed.    A  puriform  dis-  pulmonary  tissue  were  nearly  solid,  while 

charge  cime  from  his  right  ear.  the  tissue  immediately  around  them  was  cre- 

He  had  been  suddenly  seized,  a  week  be-  pitant  and  healthy.  From  the  vessels  be- 
fore, with  sharp  pain  in  tbat  ear,  which  lasted  longing  to  these  solidified  portions,  purulent 
twenty-four  hours,  when  the  discharge  began,  matter  could  be  expressed, 
and  the  pain  was  relieved.  He  then  began  The  mastoid  cells  of  the  right  temporal 
also  to  have  headache,  which  had  never  left  bone  were  filled  with  pus,  and  there  was 
him,  and  to  be  sometimes  dizzy.  '  Three  a  slit-like  opening  in  the  membrana  tympani. 
days  previously  to  his  admission  the  rheuma-  The  small  bones  of  the  ear  were  sound, 
tism  (as  he  supposed  it  to  be)  commence  in  I  much  lament  that  in  these  two  instances, 
the  foot.  When  this  part  was  examined,  the  direct  link  of  connexion  between  the 
the  redness  was  found  to  be  circumscribed,  disease  of  the  ear  and  the  disoi^^anization  of 
somewhat  livid,  and  limited  to  the  great  toe.  the  joints  was  not  demonstrated :  for  seeing 
It  had  much  the  appearance  of  gout.  (they  say)  is  bdieving.     Yet  the  pain  of  the 

He  soon  began  to  be  troubled  with  shiver-  ear,  the  discharge  of  pus  from  the  external 
ing  fits,  which  recurred  regularly  every  meatus,  the  subsequent  pain  of  the  head, 
morning  about  the  same  hour,  and  were  fbl-  coming  on  with  fever  and  rigors,  and  fol- 
lowed by  burning  heat  of  the  skin,  but  no  lowed  after  a  short  interval  by  destructive 
sweating.  An  abscess  formed  near  the  toe,  suppuration  in  several  distant  parts,  and,  in 
and  was  opened  by  Mr.  Mayo,  and  some  the  last  case,  the  actual  femoral  phM>itis : 
healthy  looking  pus  evacuated.     Next  a  large  these  drcwnstanoes  form  a  chain  of  presomp- 
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tive  evidence,  amountingy  in  my  judgment,         I  have  related  tbem  to  shew  yon  what  dif' 

to  moral  certainty,  that  the  fatal  miachiefi  ferent  symptoms  may  result  from  inflanu&a- 

in  each  casei  found  eo  trance  through  **  the  tion  of  the  dura  mater}  and  to  put  you  upon 

porches  of  the  ear ;"  and  that  the  duramater  your  guard  against  overlooking  Uie  csiise 

underwent  inflammation.  The  same  evidence  from  which  8U<^  inflammation  does  frequently 

is  scarcely  less  affirmative  of  the  complica-  originate.    The  suppuration  of  the  tympa- 

tion  of  cerebral  phlebitis.     The  immediate  num,   and  consequent  disease  of  the  bone, 

vicinity  of  some  of  the  sinuses  to  the  dis-  are  more  common  in  scrofulous  peraonathaa 

"ased  bone,  and  their  formation  by  a  dupli-  in  others  ;  and  they  are  mora  apt  to  occur 

ature  of  the  dura  mater,  would  seem   to  as  sequelae  of  scarlet  fever  than  in  any  other 

render  such  a  complication  highly  probable*,  way.     I  conceive  that  the  inflammation  of 

Dr.  Griffin  has  published,  in  die  DubUn  the  throat,  which  belongs  to  that  disorder. 
Journal   qf  ScUncet    two  cases   of  otitis  and  often  constitutes  all  its  danger,  crteps 
attended  with  symptoms  exactly  resembling  along  the  eustachian  tube  into  the  interior 
those  of  intermittent  fever.     One  of  them  of  the  ear.     In  strumous  subjects  the  fire 
is  as  follows  : — A  young  man,  previously  thus  lighted  smoulders  on.  or  if  it  ever  goes 
healthy,   was  attacked  with  fits  of  shiver-  out,  is  readily  rekindled ;  that  part  of  the 
ing,  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  left  side  temporal  bone,  in  which  the  organ  of  hearing 
of  the  bead.     At  first  the  paroiysms  were  is  principally  lodged,  becomes  carioua ;  the 
rather  irregular,  but  they    soon   assumed  membrana  tympani  is  perforated ;  the  little 
the  form  of  tertian  aguet  coming  on  every  bones  of  the  ear  come  fway ;  more  or  lesa 
other  day,  at  about  the  same  hour ;  the  cold  deafness  ensues ;  and  from  time  to  time,  or 
fit  commencing  at  noon,  and  lasthig  about  habitually  it  may  be,  there  is  a  discharge  of 
half  an  hour,   followed  by  a  hot  stage  of  pus  from  the  external  orifice.     At  length  the 
somewhat    longer    duration,     and    termi-  inner  surface  of  the  bone  participates  in  the 
nating  in  profiise    perspiration.      In    the  disease;  and  then  the  inflammi^on  is  apt 
intermissions   the   pain   in   the    head  was  to  be  propagated  to  the  dura  mater,  in  £e 
trifling :  there  was  no  thirst,  or  heat  of  skin,  manner  of  which  I  have  given  you  some  in- 
but  he  did  not  sleep.     A  tumour  formed  over  stances.      It  is  in  the  first  onset  of  the  in- 
the  mastoid  process  of  the  left  side,  and  was  flammation  in  the  ear  that  remedies  are  most 
opened,  and  a  quantity  of  extremely  offen-  likely  to  be  efficient  in  preventing  this  catas- 
sive  brownish  pus  sprang   out  with  great  trophe.     Leeches  applied  eariy  and  repeat- 
force.    This  gave  much  relief.     The  bone  edly  to  the  mastoid  process,  especially  when 
was  carious  over  a  space  as  big  as  a  shilling,  that  part  becomes  tender,  as  it  often  docs  ia 
After  about  ten  days,  the  pain  in  the  head  such  cases,    and  counter-irritation     after- 
and  in   the   mastoid  process  became  very  wards,  are  the  best  means  in  our  possession, 
severe :  the  patient  had  violent  shivering  fits  If  symptoms  of  inflammation  withm  the  head 
many  times  in  the  day,  great  thirst,  heat  of  supervene,  the  complaint  requires  more  vigo- 
skin,  vomiting,  and  delirium ;   his  face  was  rous  treatment,  which  I  shall  describe  when  I 
flushed,  and  bis  pulse  hard ;   and  he  died  have  spoken  of  inflammation  of  the  other 
within  a  few  hours  after  the  accession  of  these  membranes  of  the  brain.    After  what  has 
last  symptoms.  been  said,  it  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  to  you 

The  most  remarkable  features  in  this  case  that  the  prognosis  in  these  cases  is  very  ua- 

were  the  similarity  of  the  fits  of  shivering  to  favourable,     fiut  we  are  not  to  abandon  them 

the  paroxysms  of  ague,  their  regular  recur-  ii^  despair.    That  inflammation  of  the  dorm 

renoe  at  periods  of  forty-eight  hours,  and  the  mater  may  be  recovered  from„  we  know,  by 

circumstance  that  they  seemed,  for  sometime,  what  happens  in  certain  ix^juries  of  the  head : 

benefited  by  the  treatment  proper  in  ague  ;  and  the  foUowiDg  would  seem  to  be  an  in- 

namely,  the  exhibition  of  bark.     The  occur-  stance  of  recovery  when  the  source  of  the 

rence  of  quotidian  paroxysms  of  the  same  mischief  was  situated  in  the  ear : — A  young 

kind  has  been  noticed  in  relating  some  of  the  l^dy,  after  the  usual  symptoms  in  the  head, 

previous  cases.  lay  for  three  or  four  days  in  a  state  of  perfect 

— : . ■  coma,  and  her  condition  was  thought  utterly 

*  Almost  while  this  lecture  was  passing  through  l^opeless.     Her  medical  attendants  continued 

the  press,  an  interesting  communication  from  to  visit  her  as  a  matter  of  form ;  and  one 

'^^^'.^^l^rkxT^^V^^.^I^'^Z  ^f.  ^  were  .^^^ee.My  snrpriaed  to  findher 
(pp.  608  and  686  of  the  present  volume.)  Dr.  "^^8  ^P'  ^^  "^  ^o™  complamt :  a  co- 
Bruce  narrates  two  cases,  witnessed  by  himself,  pious  discharge  of  matter  had  taken  place 
of  "Phlebitis  of  the  Cerebral  Sinuses  as  a  Result  from  the  ear  with  immediate  reUef ;  and  she 
of  Purulent  OtorrhcEa:"  and  he  refers  to  several  -„„/,-«>„^  ;„  o.rw«/l  KooUi*  rAK^^^KiTi 
others  recortled  by  different  authors.    This  com-  ^oniinued  m  good  health,— CAbercrombte.J 

bination  of  disease  is  doubtless  more  common  ^^  cannot  be  sure  m  such  a  case  that  the 

th^  has  heen  heretofore  supposed ;  and  the  im-  matter  came  from  the  brain ;  but  the  symp- 

portant  patliolojcical    considerations  connected  toma  made  that  annnnRitinn  PTPj>Mlinir1v  nivL 

with  It  will  probably  receive  further  illustration,  Y^^  ™™  "^^  supposition  exceedmgly  pro- 

now  that  the  attention  of  the  profession  has  been  bable.     The  case  shews  clearly  one  of  two 

called  to  the  subject  by  Dr.  Bruce*s  paper.  -T.  W.  things ;  either  that  pus  may  thus  escape  from 
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the  interior  of  the  skull  and  the  patient  get  are  qoite  to  the  pointi  and  his  descriptionfl 

well ;  or  that  pus  shut  up  in  the  cavity  of  clear  and  concise. 

the  tympstnom  may  produce  the  urgent  But  I  must  premise  a  word  or  two  re- 
symptoms  that  are  known  to  result  from  specting  the  anatomical  characters  of  the 
cerebral  pressure.  disease. 

Cases  are  recorded  of  analogous  disease  When  the  upper  part  of  the  skull,  and 
communicated  from  the  carious  tgthmoid  the  dura  mater,  have  been  removed,  you 
bone  to  the  dura  mater ;  the  patients  having  may  frequently  see,  on  the  surface  of  the 
had  pain  in  the  forehead  and  purulent  dis-  exposed  brain,  what  seems  to  be  a  thin  layer 
charge  from  the.  nose,  and  becoming  at  last  of  a  clear  gelatinous  substance;  but  this 
forgetful  and  delirious,  and  dying  in  a  state  appearance  is  fallacious.  Puncture  here  and 
of  coma.  I  have  never  met  with  an  instance  there  the  transparent  aradinoid,  and  a  limpid 
of  this  kind;  nor  of  inflammation  spreading  fluid,  like  water,  trickles  out;  and  the  jelly- 
inwards  from  the  socket  of  the  eye:  but  I  make  like  investment  of  the  convolutions  is  gone, 
no  doubt  that  both  may  occasionally  happen.  Now  this  thin  serous  liquid,  thus  collected 

These  three  then — idiopathic  iafiaxam9t3on  in  the  meshes  of  the  pia  mater,  may  be  the 

of  the  dura-mater — ^very  rare ;  inflammation  event  of  inflanmiaticm  of  tiiat  membrane ; 

of  the  dura  mater  by  extension  of  disease  but  it  may  also  be  produced,  and  it  very 

from  the  aethmoid  bone,  or  from  the  orbit —  often  indeed  is  produced,  by  simple  oonges- 

also  infrequent ;  and  inflammation  of  the  dura  tion  and  remora  in  the  cerebral  veins :    we 

mater  by  extension  of  disease  from  the  petrous  cannot,  therefore,  with  any  certainty,  infer, 

portion  of  the  temporal  bone — ^very  common :  merely  from  seeing  this  serous  effusion,  that 

constitute  those  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  there  has  been  inflammation :  we  judge  of 

outermost  tunic  of  the  brain,  which  the  phy-  its  import,  by  noting  the  coexistence,  or  the 

rfcian  may  be  called  upon  to  treat.    The  absence,  of  other  traces  of  inflammation; 

inflammation  is  not  always — nay,  perhaps  it  and  by  the  character  of  the  symptoms  that 

is  seldom,  if  ever — ^restricted  to  that  tunic ;  preceded  death. 

but  it  begins  there ;  and  the  essence  of  the  On  the  other  hand,  we  may  be  sure  that 

disease  is  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater,  there  has  been  inflammation  of  one  or  both 

of  these  tunics  of  the  brain  when  we  find 

Acute  arachniti* — ^by  which  I  mean  active  faUe  vnembranet  between  them ;  layers,  t.  e. 

and  uneombined  inflammation  of  the  arach-  of  coagulable  lymph.    In  the  effusion  of  this 

noid  membrane — ^is,   I  apprehend,   a  very  substance  I  conclude  that  the  vessels  of  the 

uncommon  disorder ;  although  that  term  is  pia  mater  play  the  main  part ;  both  because 

of  frequent  occurrence  in  medical  writings,  it  is  always,  in  such  cases,  excesmvely  vas- 

I  have  shown  you  already  that  inflammation  cular,  while  the  arachnoid  is  seldom  found 

may  pass  from  the  fibrous  dura  mater  to  the  to  be  so  in  any  remarkable  degree,  if  at  all : 

serous  membrane  reflected  over  it ;     and  and  also,  because  this  false  membrane  com- 

thence  (by  what  is  sometimes  called  conti-  monly,  though  not  always,  sends  down  pro- 

guous  sympathy)  to  the  opposite  portion  of  cesses,  between  those   duplicatures  of  the 

the  same  membrane  spread  over  the  surface  pia  mater  which    descend    into    the    sulci 

of  the  brain.     So,  likewise,   inflammation  formed  by  the  convolutions ;  where,  as  ]fou 

may   extend    from    the    pia  mater    to   the  know,  the  arachnoid  does  not  go.     In  fact, 

arachnoid.     If  simple  arachnitis,  of  an  acute  considering  the  arachnoid    as    the    serous 

kind,  ever  happens,  it  has  not  been  my  for-  membrane  of  the  brain,  we  should  expect 

tune  to  see,  or  recognize  it ;  and  I  can  tell  that,  when  inflamed,  it  would  present  the 

you  nothing  about  it.    In  truth,  the  authors  events  or  products  of  inflammation  on  its 

who  use  the  term  arachnitis  do  not  intend  free  surface ;  and  we  sometimes  find  them 

thereby  to  express  unmixed  inflammation  of  there;  but  this  is  very  rare;  and  for  my  own 

the  arachnoid ;  but  include  under  that  ap-  part,  I  look  upon  those  effusions  which  lie 

pellation  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  also,  beneath  the  arachnoid,  between  it  and  the 

Some  apply  the  name  meningitig  to  that  pia  mater,  as  being  furnished  exclusively  by 

compound  affection ;  and  the  only  objection  the  vessels  of  which  the  latter  membrane  is 

to  this  nomenclature  is,  that  the  dura  mater  mainly  composed. 

is  as  much  one  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain  Now  the  inflammation  of  these  membranes 

as  the  other  two.  (taking  them  together)  commences,  and  de- 

In/Utmmation  qf  the  pia  mater. — In  the  clares  itself,  by  no  fixed  or  uniform  symp- 
few  remarks  which  I  have  to  make  upon  in-  toms.  The  most  common  and  striking 
flammation  of  the  pia  mater  (or,  if  you  will,  phaenomenon  is  a  sudden  and  long-continued 
of  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  at  once)  I  paroxysm  of  general  convuMons.  Some- 
shall  chiefly  follow  Dr.  Abercrombie :  because  times  this  is  the  first  thing  noticed;  some- 
his  observations  are  comparatively  recent,  times  it  comes  on  after  a  few  days  of  disoom- 
and  carefully  made;  because  his  veracity,  fort,  and  headache;  and  among  the  symp- 
and  sobriety  of  judgment,  and  philosophiol  toms  thus  preceding  theoonvulsions,«omi/tn^ 
turn  of  mind,  are  well  known ;  and  because  is  of  frequent  occurrence :  the  convulsions 
his  cases  (as  regards  this  particular  affection)  recur,  and  at  length  end  in  coma.     Some- 
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timet,  9pun,  the  tnt  attack  of  oonmlaiaiii  to  dwcend  a  little  waj 

comes  oa  after  violent  pain  in  the  head,  arachnoid  when   drtiachfd    seeawd    to    be 

letting  in  quite  foddenly,  and  attended  with  healthy;   bat  the  pia  mater   was   m    the 

■creaming..    I  do  not  find  in  anj  of  the  highest  state  of  ▼aacolarity  throo^oet;  and 

various  examples  given  by  Dr.  Abercrombie  when  the  brain  was  cut  Tcrticafl^,  the  afnoea 

any  mention  made  of  violent  or  continued  between  the  convolatioas  were  smmI  atrik- 

delirium;  which  is  generally  set  down  by  ingly  marked  by  a  bright  line  of  vividiedneae* 

authors   as  marking   inflammation   of   the  produced  by  the  inflamed  mcmbiaue.     TWve 

membranes.     He  does  give  cases,  indeed,  in  was  no  eifosion  in  the  ymfrifira,  Mad  ma 

which  there  tros  much  delirium ;  but  they  other  morbid  appearance, 
were  iu)t  cases  of  meningitis  of  any  kind.         In  another  example  the  whok  sarfiiee  <ii 

He  reUtei  them  as  f^t^^"^*^  ''of  a  very  the  brain  was  covered  by  a  continaed  atraitsBB 

dangerous  modification  of  the  disease,  which  of  yellow  false  membratte,  lying  bctweau  the 

shows  only  increased  vascularity."     I  ven-  arachnoid  and  pia^mater,  and  in  some  perls 

tore,  with  great  humility,  to  question  or  folio  wing  the  conrse  of  the  pia  mater  tbraa^^ 

criticise  any  opinion  of  Dr.  Abercrombie*s :  the  whole  depth  of  the  oonvohitKNia ;  tke  pie 

but  I  entertain  no  doubt  about  the  nature  of  mater  and  arachnoid  adhered  together  ercry 

the  cases  which  he  fo  describes ;  and  I  hope  where,  very  firmly,  by  means  of  it :  not  e 

to  convince  you   by-and-by  that  they  are  trace  of  it  could  be  fouid  either  on  the 

not  examples  of  inflammation  at  all:  they  surfcoe  of  the  arachnoid,  or  the  inner 

neither  show  the  anatomical  characters  of  of  the  pia  mater :  the  arachnoid  itself. 

Inflammation,  nor  yield  to  the  remedies  of  separated,  presented  no  unnsnal  ^ypeamoev 

inflammation.     Excluding  these  cases,  I  do  but  the  pia  mater  was  every  where  exeeaavcly 

not  find  delirium  marked  as  a  symptom  of  vascular,    lliere  was  no  serous  effusioa,  and 

uncombined  meningitis.   I  shall  abridge  one  the  brain   and  oerebellmn  were   perfect^ 

or  two  of  the  well-marked  examples  of  the  healthy, 
disease.  Now  in  this  dissection  there  waa  unequi- 

A  girl,  aged  nine,  woke  suddenly  in  the  vocal  evidence  of  acute  and  extensive  inflaaa- 

middle  of  the  night,  screaming  from  violent  mation  of  these  membranes,  or,  I  should 

headache,  and  exclaiming  that  some  person  say,  of  the  pia  mater ;   yet  the  symptoms 

had  given  her  a  blow  on  the  head ;  for  the  had  been  very  obscure.    Hie  duld  in  whom 

next  two  days  she  complained  of  some,  but  the  disease  occurred  was  oonvalesoent  firom  a 

not  much  pain  in  her  forehead,  and  did  not  mild  attack  of  scarlet  fever.    One  evening 

even  remain  constantly  in  bed ;   no  alarm  be  became  very  feverish,'  and  oomplained  of 

was  felt  about  her.     On  the  third  day  she  hb  belly.    Three  days  afterwards  he  had 

was  seized  with  violent  and  long-continued  firequeut  wnmitmfff  followed  by  coma,  and 

coBvulsioos.andimmediately  after  the oonvul-  some  convulsive  movements  of  his  &oe  and 

sions  she  fell  into  a  state  of  deep  coma :  she  arms,  and  death  took  place  four  days  and  a 

remained  in  this  state,  with  a  natural  pulse,  half  after  the  feverishness  began.     We  learn 

till  she  died,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  disease,  from  this  case,  that  general  and  severe  in- 

When  the  dura  mater  had  been  removed,  flammation  of  the  innermost  membrane  may 

the  other  membranes  appeared  highly  vascu-  exist,  gud  prove  dtal,  without  giving  rise  to 

lar,  except  where  this  appearance  was  con-  any  violent  symptoms  at  all. 
cf  aled    by  a  layer  of  yellow  adventitious        I  must  troubk  you  with  one  more  history, 

membrane,  sproid  out  betwixt  the  arachnoid  because  it  affords  another  example  of  what  I 

and  the  pia  mater.    This  was  distributed  in  have  mentioned  as  being  rare ;  vis.  the  effn> 

irregular  patehes  over  various  parts  of  the  sion  of  the  producte  of  inflammatory  actioa 

surface  of  the  brain,  but  was  most  abundant  upon  the  outer  surface  of  the  arachnoid,  and 

on  the  upper  part  of  the  right  hemisphere,  marking  therefore  very  distinctly  the  inflam- 

It  was  as  thick  ss  a  wafer,  and  in  some  mation  of  that  membrane.     It  was  evidentlj 

places  dipped  down  between  the  convolutions,  combined,  however,  with  inflammation  of  the 

A  considerable  quantity  of  it  extended  over  pia  mater  also.    A  child,  eight  months  old, 

the  surface  of  the  cerebellum  also.  died  after  more  than  three  weeks  illnesa ; 

A  child    two    years    old  was    suddenly  which  beganwithfever,re8tleasne8s,  and  quick 

attacked  one  morning  with  severe  and  loog-  breathing ;   afterwarAi  there  were  frequent 

continued  convulsions.     The  convulsions  re-  convulsive  affections,  with  much  oppression; 

curred  many  times ;  in  the  intervals  she  was  and  at  last  severe  convulsions,  squinting, 

dull  and  torpid,  in  a  state  of  partial  coma,  and  coma.     At  an  early  period  of  the  oom« 

with  occasional  starting,  and  a  frequent  and  plaint,   a    remarkable    prominence    of   the 

feeble  pulse.     On  the  fourth  day  she  sunk.  anterior    fontanelle  was  noticed ;    in    the 

The  surface  of  the  brain,  when  the  dura  second  week  this  increased  considerably ; 

mater  was  removed,  was  covered  in  many  and  in  the  third  week,  it  was  elevated  into 

places,  betwixt  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  a  distinct  circumscribed  tumour,  whidi  was 

by   an   adventitious    membrane.       It  was  soft  and  fluctuating,  and  pressure  upon  it 

chiefly  found  above  the  openings  between  the  oocasioned  convulsions.     It  waa  opened  by  a 

convolutions,  and  in  some  pUcea  appeared  small  puncture,  and  disdiarged  at  first  some 
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pttrulent  matter,  afterwards  bloody  semrn.  the    originator    of  the  motioii;   ainoe  the 

No  change  took  place  in  the  fjmptoms,  and  phenomena  may  be  accounted  for  withont 

the  child  died  four  days  after.  any  such  supposition ;  and  it  is  a  weU-known 

A  deposition  of  thick  floccnlent  matter  rule  in  philosophy,  which  cannot  be  too 

mixed  with  pus  was  found  ooTering    the  steadily  kept  in  view  in  prosecuting  phy8iO'> 

surface  of  the  brain  to  a  considerable  extent,  logical  inquiries, — nonjlngere  hypotheses. 

and   lying    upon    the  free  surface  of  the  There  are  in  animals,    however,    many 

arachnoid.     There  was  a  similar  deposition  movements  which    are  equally    dependent 

also  between  the  arachnoid  and  the  pia  mater,  upon  direct  stimuli  for  their  production, 

and  considerable  effusion  into  the  ventricles.  Such  are,  even  in  the  highest,  the  actions  of 

If  the  sketches  I  have  been  giving  you  the  heart  and  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
afford  a  true  outline  of  the  phanomena  which  These,  in  the  lowest  tribes,  probably  bear  a 
attend  acute  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater,  much  greater  proportion  to  the  whole  amount 
or  of  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  jointly,  of  those  exhibited  by  the  beings,  than  they  do 
what,  you  may  naturally  ask,  is  the  nature  in  the  higher  ;  whilst  those  which  we  may 
of  those  cases  in  which  there  is  high  excite-  regard  as  specially  dependent  on  a  nervous 
ment,  and  much  fever,  and  great  delirium,  system,  appear  to  constitute  but  a  small 
and  which  are  sometimes  spoken  of  as  part  of  their  general  vital  actions.  The 
phreniiiSf  or  as  brain-fever  ?  Why  these  life  of  such  beings  much  more  closely  re- 
are  instances  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  sembles  that  of  the  vegetable,  than  that  of 
whole  contents  of  the  cranium ;  of  the  brain  the  higher  animal.  Their  organic  functions 
and  its  membranes ;  of  the  encephalon  in  are  performed  with  scarcely  more  of  sensible 
short ;  and,  therefore,  the  disease  has,  not  movement  than  is  seen  in  plants  ;  and  of 
improperly,  been  called  encephalUis.  Of  the  motions  which  they  do  exhibit  (nearly  all 
this  formidable  malady  I  shall  give  you  some  of  them  immediately  concerned  in  the  main- 
account  to-morrow.  tenance  of  the  organic  functions),  it  is  pro- 

__^ bable  that  many  are  the  result  of  the  simple 

T  vnTfTDva  contractility  of  their  tissues,    called    into 

LECTURES  ^^^^  by  the  stunuli  directly  applied  to  them. 

ON  THK  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  imagine  that  such 

FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  NERVOUS  ^'"^  can  enjoy  any  of  those  higher  mental 

X  *^j.^v^A*vvi.^«  v..    *•  ^  *  *-*!.   WWW  powers,  which  man  recognizes  by  observa- 

SYSTEM.  tion  qq  himself,  and  of  which  he  discerns 

Br  W.  B.  Carpenter  M.D.  the  manifestations  in  the  tribes,  which,  from 

Lecturer  on  Physiology  in  the  Bristol  Medical  ^^^  ^^^  reUtion  to  himself,  he  regards 

School.  as  more  elevated  m  the  scale  of  existence. 

If  we  direct  our  attention,  on  the  oth^ 

Lbctvrb  I.  hand,  to  the  psychical*  operations  of  man, 

General  View  of  the  Functions  of  the  asforming  part  of  his  general  vital  actions,  we 

I^ervous  System,  perceive  that  the  proportion  is  completely 

_,          .  ^           ^                     *  u      V  1.  *!.  reversed.     So  far  from  his  organic  life  ex- 

Thb  existence  oteontaoMtntu,  by  whid.  the  ^^^j     ,    dominance,  it  .ppear.  entirely 

indiTtdual(/emo^m  the  language  of  French  ^b„J^^  to  hi»  animal   ftoctioM,   and 

physiolopats)  becom^  .emtble  of  lopre.-  ^^^  j^^j^j  „^    ^  ^^^  t^^  conditions 

uons  made  upon  its  bodUy  structure.-and  ^^^  ^^^j^  performance.     If  we  could  imagine 

the  power  ofspontmeotuly  exciting  con-  ^j,  ^^^'^  ^  muscular  systems  to  be 

tractions  m  i^  tissue.,  by  which  evident  touted  from  the  remainder  of  hia  corporeal 

motiona  are  produced,-m.y  be  regarded  as  ^t^^ure,  and  endowed  in  themselves  with 

the  pecuhar  attribute,  of  the  »«>"*'<»■»-  the  powe^  of  retaining  their  integrity  and 

posing    the  Ammal    kingdom.      Although  ^j^      ^^  ^^^  ^»^  ^  that  is  essential 

evident  mobon.  are  exhibited  by  some  ptanto,  ^^  „„/.  j^  „,  ,^      ^          ^^   ^^^^  ^^. 

they  cannot  be  regarded  a.  mdicaUng  tte  ^^^^  ^^  ^          ^  dependent,  for  the 

existence  of  any  psy^cal  endowmenU  in  the  „^„tem«,ee  of  their  integri^  and  functional 

tongs  mduded  m  the  vegeUble  kingdom,  ^^j               ^^^  ^^^^V^^  apparatus;   and 

llie«  motion.  ^  usudly  to  be  referred  to  ^  ^^„,^  ^^^  „f  ^  latter  app«»"  to  ^ 

the  direct  operation  of  a  sUmulus  upon  .  ^^^         y    J  those  conditions  nVcewary  to 

5?°'^''  ^°*'   as  when  the  stamen  of  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^  pecuBu^ly  animal  ftmc- 

the  berbeny  »  «""«d  to    move   by   ^e  j.^     ^hathi.  m^  activity  should  be 

mechanic^  imt^n  of  the  con^de  ceU.  ^^^  „^^  dependent  upon  the  due  supply 

on  one  side  of  the  base  of  ita  fihunent.  „,  bis  bodUy  wants,  is  a  part  of  the  general 

In  »>me  «uea,  a.  m  the  ^ion«a  and  i^m^,  ^^^^  „,  ^  probationiry  existence  ;    and 

the  irntation,  which  is  at  first  produced  by  a     1 t ■■ 

mechanical  stimulus,  occasions  motion  in  a  *  Here  and  elsewhere  this  term  will  be  employed 

dUtant  part ;  but  there  is  not  here  any  ne-  '^^  »«•  f  os*  extended  »«»^»  Jo  dajgnate 

../.*.      ^.         .  .            -        '  mental  operatlonSj—whether  mtellectuai,  emo- 

cessity  to  imagme  the  existence  of  a  nervous  tJoMj,  inittnctive.^  which  man's  nervous  sys- 

system  as  the  recipient  of  the  imprefsion  and  tern  is  the  instrument. 


■ 
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the  first  excitement  of  his  intellectual  po?ren  amouit  of  knowledije  oi  the  ftmctxoiis  of  the 
18  in  a  great  degree  dependent  upon  this  ar-  nenrona  system  has  recently  been  gained ; 
rangement.  and  the  general  purposes  to  wfaidi  it  is  sob- 
AU  our  positive  knowledge  of  the  functions  servient  may  be  advantageou^y  stated  in  a 
of  the  nervous  system  is  derived  irom  ob-  systematic  form,  before  we  enter  apon  any 
servation  of  the  movements  exhibited  by  detailed  examination  of  them, 
animals,  and  from  our  own  consciousness  of  1.  The  norous  system  receives  impm- 
that  which  passes  within  us.  Except  through  sions,  which,  being  conveyed  by  its  afferent 
tiie  movements  consequent  upon  them,  we  fibres  to  the  sensorium,  are  tbm  oonomuni- 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  or  cated  to  the  conscious  mind.  It  is  subser- 
not  particular  changes  in  the  nervous  system  vient  in  some  way  to  the  acta  of  that  mind  ; 
are  attended  with  sensation.  The  cries  and  and,  as  the  result  of  Uiese  acts,  a  motor 
struggles  of  the  animal  made  the  subject  of  impulse  is  transmitted  along  tiie  effemt 
experiment,  are  ordinarily  considered  as  in-  trunks  to  particular  muscles,  exdting  them 
dications  of  sensation ;  but  it  is  not  right  so  to  contraction.  This  motor  impulse,  how- 
to  regard  them  in  every  instance ;  nor  are  ever,  may  be  either  of  an  emotional  or  a 
we  justified  in  asserting  that  consciousness  voiuniary  character.  We  shall  hereafter  see 
<|                            results  from  any  external  irritation,  merely  reason  to  believe  that  to  these  functions  the 

because  movements  evidently  tending  to  get  brain  and  the  nerves  proceeding  from  it  are 

rid  of  it  are  performed  in    respondence.  subservient. 

We  know  that  the  contractions  of  the  heart  2.  Certain  parts  of  the  nervous  system 
and  alimentary  tube  are  ordinarily  excited  receive  impressions,  which  are  propagated 
by  a  stimulus,  without  any  sensation  being  along  afferent  fibres  that  terminate  in  gan- 
involved  ;  and  these  movements,  iike  all  glionic  centres  distinct  from  the  sensorium ; 
that  are  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of  and  in  these  a  refiex  motor  impulse  is  thus 
the  organic  functions,  have  an  obvious  design,  excited,  which,  being  conveyed  along  the 
when  considered  either  in  their  immediate  efferent  trunks  proceeding  from  them,  excite 
effects,  or  in  their  more  remote  consequences,  muscular  contraction,  wi&out  any  necessary 
The  character  of  adi^fiivenetSf  then,  in  intervention  ofsensation  or  volition.  Ofthu 
muscular  movements  excited  by  external  function  (called  by  Dr.  Hall,  to  whom  the 
stimuli,  is  no  proof  that  they  are  performed  discovery  of  it  is  in  great  part  due,  the  re- 
in obedience  to  sensation  ;  much  less,  that  fiex  function),  we  shall  find  that  the  portion 
they  have  a  voluntary  character.  In  no  of  the  spinal  cord  of  Vertebrata  which  is  oat 
cases  is  this  adaptiveness  more  remarkable  continuous  with  the  fibrous  structure  of  the 
than  in  some  of  those  purely  instinctive  ac-  brain,  together  with  the  portion  of  the  ner- 
tions,  which  are  not  onJy  performed  without  vous  trunks  which  are  connected  wi&  it  alone, 
any  effort  of  the  will,  but  which  the  will  is  the  instrument. 

cannot  imitate.     This  is  the  case,  for  ex-         3.  Another  divUion  of  the  nervous  system 

ample,  with  the  act  of  deglutition  ;  the  mus-  appears  to  have  for  its  object  to  combine  and 

des  concerned  in  which  cannot  be  thrown  harmonize  the  muscular  movements  imme- 

into  contraction  by  a  voluntary  impulse,  diately  connected  with  the  maintenance  of 

being  stimulated  only  by  impressions  con-  organic  life,  and  to  bring  these  into  relation 

veyed  from  the  mucous  surface  of  the  fauces  with  certain  conditions  of  the  mind.     There 

to  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  thence  re-  is  also  reason  to  believe  (though  this  is  less 

fleeted  along  the  efferent  fibres.      No  one  certain)  that  it  also  influences  and  brings  into 

can  swallow  without  producing  an  impression  connection  the  processes  of  nutrition,  serre- 

of  some  kind  upon  this  suiifoce,  to  which  tion,  &c. ;  though  these,  like  the  muscular 

the  muscular  movements  will  immediately  movements  just  mentioned,  are  essentiallv 

respond.     Now  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  independent  of  it. 

any  movements  more  perfectly  adapted  to  a         Now,  in  reference  to  the   first  class  of 

given  purpose,  than  those  of  the  parts  in  operations,  it  is  well  to  explain  that,  when 

question ;  and  yet  they  are  not  only  indepen-  the  physiologist  speaks  of  the  intellectual 

dent  of  volition,  but  of  sensation,  being  still  powers,  moral  feelings,  &c.  as  functions  of 

performed  in  cases  in  which  consciousness  is  the  nervous  system,  they  are  not  so  in  the 

completely  suspended,  or  entirely  absent.  sense  in  which  the  term  is  employed  in  re* 

There  is  much  difficulty,-  then,  in  ascer-  gard  to  other  operations  of  the  bodily  frame, 

taining  the  really  elementary  functions  of  the  In  general,  by  the  Junction  of  an  organ,  we 

nervous  system  by  experimentsupon  animals ;  understand  some  change  which  may  be  made 

and  it  is  only  when  their  results  are  cor-  evident  to  the  senses,  as  well  in  our  own  sys- 

rected  and  explained  by  pathological  observa-  tem  as  in  the  body  of  another.     Sensation, 

tion    in  the  obly  case  in  which  we  can  thought,  emotion,  and  volition,  however,  are 

obtain  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  presence  changes  imperceptible  to  our  senses,  by  any 

or  absence  of  sensation,  that  they  have  much  means  of  observation  we  at  present  possess, 

value  to  the  physiological  inquirer.      From  We  are  cognizant  of  them  in  ourselves  without 

these  combined  sources,  however,   a   vast  the  intervention  of  those  processes  by  which 
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we  obflerve  material  changes  external  to  oar  fibrous  ttractore,  as  It  exists  In  the  nenrous 
minds  ;  but  we  judge  of  them  in  others  only  trunks,  is  unquestionably  to  conduct  or  con- 
by  inferences  foundeid  on  the  actions  to  which  rey  the  influence  of  changes  which  hare 
tliey  give  rise,  when  compared  with  our  own.  taken  place  elsewhere.  And,  in  accordance 
When  we  speak  of  sensation,  thought,  emo-  with  what  has  previously  been  stated  of  the 
tion,oryoUtion*  therefore,  as  functions  of  the  mode  in  which  the  mind  is  brought  into  re- 
nervous  system,  we  mean  only  that  this  sys-  lation  with  the  external  world  through  this 
tern  furnishes  the  conditions  under  which  nervous  apparatus,  we  find  that  there  are 
they  take  place  in  the  living  body ;  and  we  (m  the  higher  tribes  of  animals,  at  least,  if 
leave  the  question  entirely  open,  whether  the  not  all)  two  sets  of  fibres  ;  one  of  which  has 
}^vxn  has  or  has  not  an  existence  indepen-  for  its  office  to  convey  external  impresisions 
dent  of  that  of  the  material  organism  by  towards  the  nervous  centres,  whilst  the 
which  it  operates  in  man  as  at  present  con-  other  convejrs  the  influence  of  these  central 
stituted.  organs  to  Uie  structure  at  large,  and  espe- 

In  regard  to  the  second  class  of  actions,  dally  to  the  muscular  system.     Hence   it 

it  may  be  remarked  that  they  are  nearly  all  will  be  convenient  to  denominate  the  first 

connected,  more  or  less  closely,  with  the  tiffertni  fibres,   and  the   second    efferent. 

organic  functions,  or  with  the  protection  of  These  are  to  be  regarded  as  general  terms, 

the  body  from  danger.     Thus  the  movements  expressing  only  the  direction  in  which  they 

of  the  pharynx  supply  to  the  stomach  the  propagate  the  changes  to  which  they  are 

alimentary  materials  it  prepares  for  the  nu-  subservient.    The  nature  of  these  changes 

trition  of  the  body ;  those  of  the  muscles  of  will  be  a  subject  of  future  inquiry, 
the  thorax,  &c.  maintain  the  constant  inter-         Dutinct  couree  and  Junction  qfnervove 

change  of  air  in  the  lungs  which  is  necessary  fibree. — Every  fibre,  there  is  reason  to  be- 

for  the  aeration  of  the  blood :  whilst  those  by  lieve,  runs  a  distinct  course  from  the  central 

which  a  limb  is  involuntarily  retracted  from  organ;  in  which  it  loses  itself  at  one  extie- 

any  cause  of  pain  or  irritation,  are  obviously  mity,  to  the  muscle  or  organ  of  sense  in  which 

adapted  to  the  latter  of  these  two  ends.  it  terminates  at  the  other.     Each  nervous 

Nature  qf  the  nervous  itructure, — ^Where-  trunk  is  made  up  of  several  fasciculi  of  these 

ever  a  distinct  nervous  system  can  be  ob-  fibres ;  and  each  fosdculus  is  composed  of  a 

served,  it  is  found  to  consist  of  two  kinds  of  large  number  of  the  ultimate  fibres  them- 

structure ;  the  presence  of  both  of  which,  selves.     Although  the  fasciculi  occasionally 

therefore,  may  be  regarded  as  essential  to  intermix  and  exchangefibreswith  one  another, 

our  idea  of  it  as  a  whole.    One  of  these  is  (as  occurs    in  what  is  termed  a  plejnte), 

that  which  is  designated  the  white  or  fibrous  the  fibres  themselves  never  inosculate.    Eaidi 

matter.     This  constitutes  (with  the  neuri-  would  seem,  therefore,  to  have  its  appro- 

lema  or  nerve-sheath,  and  the  cellular  tissue  priate  office,   which  it  cannot  share  with 

which  it  encloses),  the  whole  of  the  nervous  another.  The  objects  ofa  plexus  are  two-fold, 

trunks  wherever  they  occur,    and  forms  a  In  some  instances  it  serves  to  intermix  fibres 

large  part  of  the  central  masses  with  which  which  have  endowments  fundamentally  dif- 

they  are  connected.    The  other  is  termed  ferent:   for  example,  the  spinal  accessory 

dneritious  or  grey  matter.     It  seems  to  con-  nerve  is,  at  its  origin,  exclusively  motor, 

sist  principally  of  a  plexus  of  blood-vessels,  and  the  roots  of  the  par  vagum  are  as  exdu- 

in   which  the  fibres  of  the  former  appear  sively  sensory ;  but  by  the  early  admixture 

lost ;  and  amongst  these  lie   a  number  of  of  these,  a  large  number  of  motor  fibres  are 

granules  which  do  not  seem  to  have  any  de-  imparted  to  the  par  vagum,  and  distributed, 

finite  arrangement.     This  is  usually  disposed  in  variable  proportion,   with  ita  diflerent 

in  the  centre  of  the  larger  masses  with  which  branches,  wMlst  a  small  proportion  of  its 

the  nervous  trunks  are  connected.     It  forms  sensory  filaments  seems  to  enter  the  spinal 

the  nuclei  of  the  ganglia  which  are  the  centres  accessory.     In  other  instances  the  object  of 

of  the  nervous  system  in  the  Invertebrata :  a  plexus  appears  to  be  to  give  a  more  advan- 

it  occupies  part  of  the  interior  of  the  spinal  tageous  distribution  to  fibres  which  all  pos- 

cord  of  Vertebrated  animals,  which  may  be  sess  corresponding  endowments.     Thus  the 

regarded  as  a  chain  of  similar  ganglia ;  and  brachial  plexus  mixes  together  the  fibres 

in  the  distinct  ganglia  which  occur  among  arising  from   five  segments  of  the  spinal 

the  latter,  it  holds  the  same  relative  position,  cord,  and  sends  off  five  prindpal  trunks  to 

In  the  brain  of  Vertebrata,  howeVer,  it  is  supply   the  arm.      Now  if  each  of  these 

disposed  externally,  and  forms  a  sort  of  coat-  trunks  had  arisen  by  itself  firom  a  distinct 

ing  to  the  mass  beneath,  which  almost  en-  segment  of  the  spinal  cord,  so  that  the  parts 

tirely  consists  of  fibrous  structure ;  hence  it  on  which  it  is  distributed  had  only  a  single 

has  been  called  the  cortical  substance,  whilst  connection  with  the  nervous  centres,  they 

the  fibrous  portion  has  been  termed  medul^  would  have  been  much  more  liable  to  para- 

lary  matter.    There  can  be  little  doubt  that  lysis  than  at  present.     By  means  of  the 

the  functions  of  these  two  divisions  of  the  plexus  every  part  is  supplied  with  fibres 

nervous  system  are  diflerent.    That  of  the  arising  from  each  segment  of  the  spinal  cord  i 
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and  the  functions  of  the  whole  most  there-  which  are  connected  with  aeuaory  orsaoi, 
fore  be  suspended  before  complete  paralysis  shows  that  they  come  into  rdatioit  with  a 
of  any  part  can  occur  from  any  cause  which  substance  very  analogous  to  the  grey  matto* 
operates  above  the  plexus.     It  is  not  un-  of  the  cmtres,  though  its  elementB  are  some- 
likely  that,  by  this  arrangement,  a  coruenta-  what  differently  arranged.     It  is   eridect, 
neousness  of   action    is,   in   some   degree,  both  in  the  retina,  the  expansion  of  the  au- 
favoured;   for  comparative  anatomy  shows  ditory  and   olfactory   nerres,   and    in    the 
that  something  resembling  it  may  be  traced,  papiUse  of  the  skin  and  tongue,   tiiat  the 
wherever  a  similar  purpose  has  to  be  attained,  fibres  terminate  in  close  approximation  with 
Thus,  in  the  Hymenoptera,  there  is  a  similar  a  vascular  plexus ;  and  a  granular  atructwe 
interlacement  between   the  nerves   tff    the  is  always  present,  which  seems  (as  in  the 
.  -anterior  and  posterior  pairs  of  wings,  which  cortical  substance  of  the  brain)  to  b«  inter- 
act very  powerfully  together ;   whilst  in  the  mediate  between  them.     We    maj   regard 
Coleoptera,  in  which  the  anterior  wings  are  this  point,  therefore,  as  the  origin  of  the 
converted  into  elytra,  and  are   motionless  afferent  fibres ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  here 
during  flight,  the  nerves  supplying  each  pair  that  those  changes  are  effected  bj  external 
run  their  course  distinctly.   In  the  Octopus,  impressions,  which  are  propagated  by  the 
again,  the  trunks  which  radiate  from  the  fibres  to  the  central   organs.     Now   it  is 
cephalic  mass  to  the  eight  large  arms  sur-  an  interesting  discovery,  recently  made  by 
rounding  the  head,  are  connected  by  a  cir-  Foville,  that  the  fibres  which  radiate  from 
cular  band,  forming  a  kind  of  plexus,  which  the  Benaory  tract  of  the  meduUa  obliMtgata 
evidently  contributes  to  the  very  powerful  towards  the  cortical  substance  of  the  hcmis- 
and  harmonious  movements  of  the  arms  of  pheres,  do  not  terminate  in  it ;  hnt  that  they 
this  Cephalopod.  form  a  series  of  loops,  passing  throogh  it 
In  those  nervous  centres   of  which  the  and   converging  again  towards  the   eentre 
bulk  is  not  great  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  from  which  they  had  diverged.  Some  oC  these 
the  nerves  connected  vrith  them,  there  is  loops  do  not  reach  the  exterior  of  the  bemts- 
commonly  but  little  difficulty  in  tracing  the  pheres,  but  pass  through  the  isolated  toacts 
fibres  of  the  latter  into  their  substance,  and  of  grey  matter  which  the  brain  contains. 
observing  their  termination    in    the    gray         On  the  other  hand,  the  influence  which 
matter  of  their  nucleus.     But,  in  the  brain  produces  muscular  contraction  is  transmitted 
of  the  higher  vertebrata,  and  especially  in  Jfrom  the  central  organs,  and  probably  from 
that  of  man,  tlie  case  is  somewhat  different,  their  grey  matter ;  and  this  we  may  regsfd 
The  great  mass  of  this  organ  is  composed  of  as  the  origin  of  the  efferent  fibres,      l^ese 
fibres  communicating  between  •  the  different  efferent  fibres  are  distributed  on  the  mnsdes 
portions  of  its  own  cortical  substance ;  and  nearly  in  the  same  manner  that  the  afferent 
those  which  are  connected  with  the  nervous  spread  through  the  brain  ;   that  is,  they  do 
trunks  cannot  be  so  readily  dbtinguished.  not  terminate  in  free  extremities,  but  a  series 
Still  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  there  is  of  returning  loops  is  formed  by  them, 
here,  also,  a  conformity  with  the  general        It  may  be  argued  against  this  Tiew  of 
proposition,  that  each  fibre,  at  its  central  the    respective    functions  of   the  granular 
termination,  passes  towards  the  grey  matter,  and     fibrous     structures,     that     sensation 
in  which  it  loses  itself,  and  maintains  its  may  be  produced  by  pindiing  an  afferent 
distinctness  from  the  rest,  even  through  the  trunk  in  its  course,  and  that  motion  may  be 
most  complex  interlacement.  excited  by  irritating  an  efferent  nerve  $  so 
As  the  structure  of  the  medullary  matter  that  the  changes  which  have  been  spoken  of 
of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  does  not  present  as  occurring  at  their  points  of  origin  in  the 
any  essential   difference  from   that   of  the  vascular  plexus  are  not  to  be  regarded  as 
nervous  trunks,  and  as  the  fibres  of  the  the    means  by  which  such   influences  ve 
latter  are  continuous  with  a  part  of  their  produced.      But  this  argument  wUl  have 
fibres,  there  appears  some  ground  for  the  little  weight  when  it  is  recollected  that,  on 
belief  that  the  function  is  the  same  in  both  the  same  ground,  we  might  infer  that  neither 
instances ;     and    that    the    tubular    fibres,  the  organs  of  sensation,  on  the  one  hand, 
wherever  they  present  themselves,  serve  as  nor  any  part  of  the  brain,  or  spinal  oord,  on 
conductors  of  the  changes  which  take  place  the  other,  are  the  sources  of  the  changes  in 
(usually  at  least)  at  one  of  their  extremities,  question.      The  effects  are  obviously  due  to 
We  then  come  to  inquire  how  these  changes  the  fact  that  the  artificial  stimolns  imitates 
are  originated;  and,  finding  at  the  central  the  natural  one;   and  thus  it  is  that,  if  s 
extremity  a  substance  of  peculiar  character,  sensory  nerve    be    compressed,    the    sen- 
and  evidently  (from  the  quantity  of  blood  sation  produced  is  referred  to  the  part  of 
sent  to  it)  the  seat  of  important  and  ener-  the  surface  to  which  its  brandiei  are  distri- 
getic   operations,   we  are   naturally  led  to  buted. 

inquire  if  any  such  structure  can  be  detected        The  belief  that  all  changes  in  the  nervous 

in  the  peripheral  terminations  of  the  nervous  system,  whether  they  take  place  at  the  oeotre 

fibres.     Microscopic  examination  of  those  or  at  the  periphery,  originate  at  the  points 
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in  which  the  fibres  come  into  relation  with  continaoufl  fibre,  divisible  into  minute  iila- 
the   Tascular  plezos,    deriTes  confirmation  ments.    At  some  of  the  extremities  of  the 
from  the  well«>known  dependence  of  these  nerves  these  minute  filaments  can  be  seen  to 
changes  upon  the  activity  of  the  circulation  separate  from  each  other,  spreading  out  in  a 
through  the  part  at  which  they  occur.     Thus,  loop-like  manner  over  the  surface  to  which 
if  the  circulation  of  blood  through  the  brain  they  are  distributed,  on  which  a  complete 
be  suspended  for  an  instant,   insensibility  network  is  thus  formed,  consisting  of  fila- 
supervenes.      If  the  cause  of  suspension  be  ments  much  more  minute  than  can  be  else- 
local   only,   the  remainder  of  the  nervous  where  distinguished.     The  diameter  of  the 
system  may  still  be  excited  to  action.     This  fibres  varies  among  the  Invertebrata  from 
was  the  case  in  the  experiments  of  Sir  A.  ^  to  -niW  ^^  ^  ^^  >   ^^^  ^  ^^^  vertebral 
Cooper.    .  After  having  tied  both  carotid  animals  the  extremes  are  not  so  distant,  the 
arteries  in  a  dog,  he  compressed  the  vertebral  tubes  being  commonly  from  y^  to  ^^  of  a 
trunks,  and  immediate  insensibility  resulted,  line  in  diameter.     A  similar  fibrous  structure 
proving  the  inactive  condition  of  tbe  brain ;  is  evident  in  the  brain ;  and  here  the  tubes 
whilst  convulsions  also  occurred,   showing  seem  to  contain  a  viscOus  fluid,  not  altogether 
that  the  functions  of  the  spinal  cord  were  unlike  the  medulla  of  the  fibres  of  nerves, 
not  suspended,  but  only  deranged.     But  if,  but  of  less  consistence.    A  different  structure 
as  in  syncope,  the  circulation  through  the  has  been  described  by  Ehrenberg,  under  the 
spinal  cord  also  be  weakened,  its  power  of  name  of  varieoae  tubes,  which  he  states  to 
producing  motions  in  respond^ce  to  im-  exist  in  the  brain,  spinad  cord,  and  nerves  of 
presaions  is  diminished  in  like  proportion,  special  sensation.       These  tubes  were    so 
In  the  same  manner,  the  production  of  im-  named  from  their  not  being  cylindrical,  but 
presaions  on  the  peripheral  origins  of  the  presenting  dilatations  at  intervals,  so  as  to 
afferent  nerves  appears  equally  dependent  resemble  a  string  of  beads ;  and  the  appear- 
upon  the  active  influence  of  the   vascular  ance  of  these  dilatations  has  given  rise  to  t^e 
system.     Every  one  knows  that  cold,  which  opinion  that    the    brain    is    composed    of 
retards  the  circulation  of  blood  through  the  globules.     It  is  now,  however,  satisfactorily 
skin,   diminishes  also  its  sensibility;    and  shown  that  they  are  the  result  of  the  pressure 
obstruction  to  the  circulation  by  any  other  and  other  manipulations  to  which  the  objects 
cause,  such  as  pressure  on  the  arterial  trunks,  are  subjected  in  preparation  for  the  micros- 
produces    the  same  effect.     We  have  no  cope ;  and  that,  if  the  nervous  fibres  of  the 
opportunities  of  observing  such  affections  of  brain  and  other  parts  are  examined  in  a 
the  9peeial  sensory  organs,  except  when  the  recent  state,  they  are  cylindrical,  like  those 
wholesupplyof  blood  to  the  head  is  checked;  of  the  nervous  trunks  in  general.      Still 
and  then,  as  the  brain  is  also  affected,  there  there  is  some  difference  in  their  structure, 
is  no  proof  that  the  absence  of  sensation  is  since  they  exhibit  this  tendency  to  become 
partly  due  to  the  suspension  of  their  im-  varicose,  which  is  elsewhere  wanting, 
pressibility,     though    it    can    scarcely    be  Besides    these    tubular     fibres,     which 
doubted  that  this  is  the  case.     Moreover,  constitute  the  white  portions  of  the  nervous 
it  is  always  found  that  an  increase  in  local  matter,  there  are  other  filaments  of  a  grey 
circulation  is  accompanied*  by  an  exaltation  colour,  and  of  much  smaller  diameter,  with- 
of  tbe  sensibility  of  the  part.    This  may  be  out  distinct  cavities,  which  exist  especially 
especially  noticed  in  the  genital  organs  of  in  the  sympathetic  nerves,  but  which  may 
animals  during  the  period  of  heat ;  and  in  also  be  detected  in  others.     These  fibres 
those  of  man  when  in  a  state  of  venereal  may  be  termed  organic :  those  existing  in 
exatement.     It  may  be  remarked,  also,  in  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves  may  be 
those  affections  so  closely  bordering  upon  traced  to  its  ganglionic  centres ;  whilst  those 
inflaitamation,  to  which  the  term  oeitM  ctm^  which  are  formed    in   the  cerebro  -  spinal 
gegHon,  or  detemrinaiion  qf  bhod,  has  been  nerves  are  connected  with  the  ganglia  upon 
applied.     The  pain  which  usually  accom-  their  posterior  roots. 

ponies  inflammation  may  be  partly  referred  Our  simplest  idea,  then,  of  a  nervous 
to  this  source ;  but  it  seems  principally  de-  system,  includes  a  central  organ — of  which 
pendent  upon  other  causes.  the  grey  matter,  formed  by  the  intermixture 
Hie  forgoing  is,  perhaps,  all  the  informa-  of  nervous  fibres  and  blood-vessels,  is  the 
tioB  we  at  present  possess  respecting  the  essential  part, — ^and  a  double  set  of  fibres 
elementary  structure  of  the  nervous  system,  connected  with  it ;  one  conveying  to  it  the 
which  can  be  directly  brought  to  bear  upon  impressions  producell  by  external  changes 
physiological  inquiries.  Recent  microscopi-  upon  the  periphery  (where  also  the  nervous 
cal  observations,  however,  have  informed  us  structure  comes  into  peculiar  relation  with 
of  several  facts  which  should  not  be  over-  the  vascular  system) ;  and  the  other  con- 
looked.  The  cavity  of  the  nerve-tubes  is  ducting  from  it  the  motor  stimulus,  origi- 
filled  with  a  sort  of  medulla  or  pith,  which,  nating  in  itself,  to  the  contractile  tissue, 
when  squoeted  from  them,  has  a  granular  This  is  precisely  what  we  find  in  the  lowest 
conmaUaust ;  but,  when  lying  tii  siVm,  this  animals,  in  which  a  nervous  apparatus  can 
substance  is  atataid  by  Remak  to  be  itself  a  )>e  distinguished,  as  will  be  explained  in  the 
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next  leeture.  At  preeent  It  Yrill  be  desirable  folly  coni&nn  this  riew.  In  like  manner  it 
to  consider  some  other  questions  which  may  be  shown  that  the  gloasD-phAryngeal  is 
early  present  themselves  in  the  stady  of  an  afferent  nerve,  since  it  is  ciistribnted  to 
nenrology.  the  wurface  of  the  tongue  and  pharynx,  «ad 
Mode  of  determining  the  functiona  of  not  to  the  muscles  of  those  parts ;  whilst  the 
nervee, — ^Various  methods  of  determining  pharyngeal  branches  of  the  par  Tagnm  sre 
the  functions  of  particular  nenres  present  chieflyi  if  not  entirely,  motor.  Liower  down, 
themselves  to  the  physiological  inquirer,  however,  the  branches  of  the  gloaso-phanfD- 
One  source  of  evidence  is  drawn  from  their  geal  cease,  and  the  oesoplu^eal  branches  of 
anatomical  distribution.  For  example,  if  a  the  par  vagum  are  distribnted  both  to  tbr 
nervous  trunk  is  found  to  lose  itself  entirely  mucous  surlace  and  to  the  mnsdes  ;  from 
in  the  substance  of  muscles,  it  may  be  in-  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  are  both 
ferred  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  motor  or  afferent  and  motor — a  dedoction  which  ex- 
efferent.     In  this  manner,  WilliB  long  ago  periment  confirms. 

determined  that  the   third,  fourth,   sixth,         We  perceive,  therefore,  that  mudi  know- 

portio  dura  of  the  seventh,  and  ninth  cranial  ledge  of  the  function  of  a  nerve  may  be 

nerves,  were  almost  entirely  subservient  to  obtained  from  the  attentive  study  of  its  iilti« 

muscular  movement ;  and  the  same  had  been  mate  distribution :  bat  it  is  necessary  thai 

observed  of  the  fibres  proceeding  from  the  this  should   be  very  carefully  asoertsined 

small  root  of  the  fifth  pair,  before  Sir  C.  before  it  is  made  to  serve  as  the  foandation 

Bell  experimentslly  determined  the  double  for  physiological  inferences.    As  an  example 

•  function  of  the  division  of  that  nerve  into  of  former  errors  in  this  respect,  may  be 

which  alone  it  enters.   Again,  where  a  nerve  mentioned  the  description    of   the   portio 

passes  through  the  muscles,  with  little  or  no  dura  of  the  seventh,  at  first  given  by  Sir  C. 

ramification  among  them,  and  proceeds  to  a  Bell:  he  stated  it  to  be  dbtributed  to  the 

9lutaneous  or  mucous  surface,  on  which  its  skin  as  well  as  to  the  muscles  of  the  face, 

branches  are  minutely  distributed,  there  is  and  evidently  regarded  it  as  in  part  an  afferent 

equal  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  of  a  sensory,'  nerve,  conveying  respiratory  impreuions  la 

or  rather  of  an  afferent,  character.     In  this  well  as  motions.     In  the  same  mamier,  from 

manner  Willis  came  to  the  conclusion  that  inaccurate  observation  of  the  ultimate  distri* 

the  fifth  pair  of  cranial  nerves  differed  from  bution  of  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve,  it 

those  previously  mentioned,  in  being  partly  was  long  regarded  as  that  which  stimnlated 

sensory.     Further,  where  a  nerve  is  entirely  to  action  ^e  constrictors  of  the   gk>ttis. 

distributed  upon  a  surface  adapted  to  receive  But  the  knowledge  obtained  by  snch  anato- 

impressions  of  a  special  kind,  as  that  of  the  mical  examinations  alone  is  of  a  very  general 

Schneiderian  membrane,  the  retina,  or  the  kind ;  and  requires  to  be  made  particalar, — 

membrane  lining  the  internal  ear,  it  may  be  to  be  corrected    and  modified, — ^by  otiur 

inferred  that  it  is  not  capable  of  transmitting  sources    of   information.      One    of    these 

any  other  kind  of  impressions ;  for  experi-  relates  to  the    connection    of    the   tmoks 

ment  has  shown  that  the  epecial  sensory  with   the    central    organs.      Xlie   evidenre 

nerves  do  not  possess  common  sensibility,  derived  from  this  source,  however,  is  sel- 

The  case  is  different,  however,  in  regard  to  dom  of  a  very  definite  character  ;  and,  in 

the  sense  of  taste,  which  originates  in  im-  fact,  the  functions  of  particalar  divisions 

preraions  not  far  removed  from  those  of  of  the  nervous  centres  have  been   hitherto 

ordinary  touch ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  rather  judged  of  by  those  of  the  nerves  with 

same  nerves  minister  to  both.     Anatomical  which  they  are  connected,  than  the  latter 

evidence  of  this  kind  is  valuable  also,  not  have  been  determined  by  the  former.     Still, 

only  in  reference  to  the  functions  of  a  prin-  this  kind  of  examination  is  not  without  its 

dpai  trunk,  but  even  as  to  those  of  its  use,  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 

several  branches,  which,  in  some  instances,  particular  tract  of  fibrous  structure  has  a 

differ  considerably.      Tlius,   some  of   the  certain  function,  and  the  oflBoe  of  a  nerve 

branches  of  the  par  vagum  are  espedaUy  whose  roots  terminate  in    it  is  doabtfol. 

motor,  and  others  almost  exclusively  afferent;  Here    again,    however,   very    minnte   and 

and  anatomical  examination,  carefiilly  prose-  accurate  examination  is  necessary  before  any 

cuted,  not  only  assigns  the  reasons  for  these  sound  physiological  inferences  can  be  drawn 

functions,  when  attsertained,  but  is  almost,  from  facts  of  this  description;   and  many 

in  itself  sufficient  to  determine  them.  .  Thus  instances  might  be  adduoed  to  show  that  the 

the  superior  laryngeal  nerve  is  distributed  real  comieetions  of  nerves  and  nervous  bentres 

almost  entirely  upon  the  mucous  surface  of  are  often  very  different  from  their  apparent 

the  larynx,  the  only  muscle  it  supplies  being  ones. 

the  crico-thyroid ;  whilst  the  inferior  laryn-         Experimentsl  inquiries  into  the  ftmctions 

geal  or  recurrent  is  almost  exclusively  dis-  of  particular  nerves  are  also  liable  to  give 

tribnted  to  the  muscles.      From  this  we  fallacious  results,  unless  they  are  prosecuted 

should  infer  that  the  former  is  an  afferent,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  precaatioDS 

and  the  lattio'  an  efferent,  nerve ;  and  expe-  necessary  to  insure  suooess.     Some  of  these 

rimental  inquiries  (hereafter  to  be  detailed)  will  be  here  explained.     Suppose  ttmt,  upon 
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irritating  the  trunk  of  a  nerve,  whilst  stiU  in  roots  are  diTided.     This  is  explained  by  the 

connection  with  its  centre,  muscular  moTC-  fact  that,  from  the  point  of  junction  of  the 

ments  are  excited ;    it  must  not  be  hence  two  roots,  sensory  fibres  derived  from  the 

concluded  that  the  nerve  is  an  efferent  one,  posterior  root  pass  backwards  (or  towards 

for  it  may  have  no  directly  motor  powers,  the   centre)   in  the  anterior ;   and  thus  its 

The  next  step  would  be  to  divide  the  trunk,  apparent  sensory  endowments  are  entirely 

and  to  irritate  each  of  the  cut  extremities,  dependent  upon  its    connection  with    the 

If,  upon  irritating  the  end  separated  from  the  posterior  column  of  the  spinal  cord,  through 

centre,  muscular  contractions  are  produced,  the  posterior  roots. 

it  may  be  safely  inferred  that  the  nerve  is,  in  The  fallacies  to   which  all    experiments 

part  at  least,  of  an  efferent  character.    Should  upon  the  nerves  are  subject,  arising  from  the 

no  such  result  follow,  this  would  be  doubtful,  partial  loss  of  their  powers  of  receiving  and 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  muscular  movement  conveying  impressions,  and  of  exciting  the 

should  be  produced  by  irritating  the  extre-  muscles  to  action,  after  death,  are  too  obvious 

mity   nearest   the   centre,   it  will  then  be  to  require  particular  mention  here ;  yet  they 

evident  that  it  is  occasioned  by  an  impres-  are  frequently  overiooked.      Of  a  similar 

sion  conveyed  towards  the  centre  by  thit  description  are  those  arising  from  severe 

trunk,   and  propagated  to  the  muscles  by  disturbance  of  the  system,  in  consequence  of 

some  other  ;    in  other  words,  to  use  the  operations,  which  also  have  not  been  enough 

language  of  Dr.  M.  Hall,  this  nerve  is  an  regarded  by  experimenters. 

excitorof  motion,  not  a  direct  motor  nerve.  Nature  of  the  ehangee  in  the  nervouM 

The  glosso-phaiTngeal  nerve  has  been  satis-  eyttem. — Of  the  actual  nature  of  the  changes 

factorily  determined  to  be  a  purely  afferent  by  which  impressions  are  received  upon  tiie 

nerve  by  experiments  of  this  land  performed  peripheral  origins  of  the  afferent  nerves,  or 

by  Dr.  J.  Reid.  communicated  to  the  central  origins  of  the 

It  is  from  the  want  of  a  proper   mode  motor,  and  are  conducted  along  each  to  their 

of   experimenting    that    the    functions    of  opposite  extremities,  physiologists  have  no 

the  posterior  roots   of  the    spinal  nerves  certain  knowledge.     That  they  are  electrical 

have  been  regarded  as  in  any  degree  motor,  has  been,  and  stiU  continues  to  be,  a  favourite 

If  they  be  irritated,    without   division   of  theory  with  some :  and  that  there  is  a  great 

either  root,  motions  are  often  excited ;  but  analogy  between  the  propagation  of  nervous 

if  they  be  divided,  and  their  separated  trunks  and  that  of  electrical  influence  cannot  be 

be  then  irritated,  no  motions  ensue;  nor  are  denied.     But  the  reasons  in  &vour  of  their 

any  movements  produced  by  irritation  of  the  identity  are  not  greater  than  those  which 

roots  in  connection  with  the  spinal  cord,  if  might  be  adduced  to  prove  that  nervous 

the  <m/mor  roots  have  been  divided.    Hence  influen<»  is  identical  with  other  physical 

it  appears  that  the  motor  powers  of  these  forces ;    since    mechanical    and    chemical 

fibres  are  not  direct,  but  that  they  convey  an  stimulation  will,    equally  with  electricity, 

impression  to  the  centre,  which  is  reflected  imitate  to  a  certain  extent  the  natural  changes 

to  the  muscles  through  the  anterior  roots,  in  this  system.     On  the  other  hand,  there 

Another  source  of  fallacy  is  to  be  guarded  are  many  valid  reasons  against  such  a  sup- 

against,  arising  from  the  communication  to  position ;  of  which  one  is,  that  by  putting  a 

a  nerve,  in  its  course,  of  properties  it  did  ligature  round  a  trunk,  its  functions  as  a 

not  possess  at  its  root,  by  inosculation  with  conductor  of  nervous  influence  are  paralysed, 

another  nerve.     Of  this  many  instances  will  whilst  it  is  still  capable  of  conveying  dectri- 

hereafter  present  themselves.  dty.     Hie  various  fibrils,  too,  are  not  as 

The  same  difficulties  do  not  attend  the  completely   insulated   from   each  other  in 

determination  of  the  sensory  properties  of  regard  to  the  passage  of  electricity,  as  we 

nerves.     If,  when  the  trunk  of  a  nerve  be  know  them  to  be  in  respect  to  nervous 

pricked  or  pinched,  the  animal  exhibits  signs  agency.      To  the  influence  (whatever  its 

of  pain,  it  may  be  oonduded  that  the  nerve  nature  maybe)  which  the  nerves  convey,  the 

is  sensible  to  ordinary  impressions  at  its  term  vis  nervosa    has    been   provisionally 

peripheral  extremity.     But  not  unfrequently  applied ;  and  it  is  convenient  to  employ  a 

this  sensibility  is  derived  by  inosculation  term  of  this  nature,  when  the  laws  according 

with  another  nerve,  as  is  the  case  with  the  to  which  it  operates  are  bdng  specified.     It 

portio  dura,  which  is  sensory  after  it  has  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  nothing 

paswd  through  the  parotid  gland,   having  is  really  gained  by  the  use  of  such  a  term, 

received  there  a  twig  from  tiie  ^Fth  pair,  which  resembles  one  of  the  unknown  quan- 

A  similar  inosculation  explains  the  apparent  titles  in  algebra.     It  is  quite  possible  that 

sensibility  of  the  anterior  roots  of  the  spinal  the  changes  in  the  afferent  nerves  may  differ 

nerves.     If  these  be  irritated,  the  animal  from  those  that  take  place  in  the  efferent ; 

usually  gives  signs  of  uneasiness;  but  if  they  and  that  the  changes  which  convey  some 

be  divided,  and  the  cut  ends  nearest  the  kinds  of  impressions  through  the  former 

centre  be  irritated,    none    are    exhibited;  may  differ  from  those  oonoemed  in  others. 

whilst  they  are  still  shown,  when  the  farther  No  real  progress  is  made,  tfaerefwe,  by 

ends  are  irritated,  but  not  if  the  posterior  attributing  any  phenomena  of  the  nervous 
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Bystem  to  the  vis  neirota ;  any  more  than  plies  are  cansed  to  contract ;  end  when  only 

by  referring  the  yarioui  material  changes  in  a  part  of  the  tnmlE  or  a  braneh  is  irrrtatrX 

the  organism  to  the  operation  of  the  vitml  the  contraction  is    produced   onlj  in  tbf 

principle.     The  laws  according  to  which  muscles  which  reoeire  their  nerrcras  fibre? 

these  changes    take    place    are,    however,  from  it.    This  contraction  evidently  rr5nlt« 

legitimate  subjects  for  physiological  inyes-  from  tiie  similarity  between  the  effect  of  n 

tigation.     Those  regulating  the  propagation  artificial  stimulus  applied  to  tike  trank  in  it« 

of  nervous  agency  may  be  briefly  stated  as  course,  and  that  of  the  change  in  the  omtnl 

follows.      They  evidently  result  from  the  organs  by  whidi  the  vis  nervosa  is  ordinarily 

facts    already    mentioned    respecting    the  propagated.     In  this  instance,    as   in  the 

isolated  character  of  each  fibril,   and  the  other,   there  is  no  lateral  oonimimicBtifm 

identity  of  its  endowments  through  its  wholr  between  the  fibrils. 

course.     They  are  here  stated,  with  some _^__ 

modification,  in  the  language  of  Miiller. 

1.  When  the  whole  trunk  of  a  sensory  ARSENIC  IN  SULPHURIC  ACID, 
nerve  is  irritated,  a  sensation  is  produced,  ■ 

which  U  referred  by  the  mind  to  the  parts         j^  ^^^  £^,.^^^  ]^^^^  Medical  CazetU. 
to  which  Its  branches  are  ultimately  dis- 
tributed ;  and  if  only  part  of  the  trunk  be  Sir, 

irritated,  the  sensation  will  be  referred  to  A  MEDICAL  friend  of  mine  yesterdav 

those  parts  only  supplied  by  the  fibrils  it  pointed  out  to  me  a  letter,   dated  thr 

contains.    This  is  evidently  caused  by  the  §d  instant,  in  the  Medical  Gazette  of 

production  of  a  change  m  th«  scnsonum,  Friday  last  (Feb.  5),  by  Mr.  G.  O.  Kces; 

which  corrwponds  with  that  which  would  ^.herein  that  gentlemkn  announces  the 

have  been  transmitted  from  the  penpheral  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  sulphuric  acid  of  commerce 

on^s  of  the  nerves,  had  the  impression  been  ^  .      eontaminated  with  arsenic.    He 

made  upon  them.    This  change  only  rcqmres  "^'"s  ^^"»«^*"  **-«     *i^.  o*w^**ii,.      * 

the  integrity  of  the  afferent  trunk  between  states  that  the  proDortion  of  oxide  of 

the  point  irritated  and  the  sensorium;  and  arsemc  which  he  has  found  m  twenty 

is  not  at  all  dependent  uiion  the  state  of  the  "Ui^  ounces  of  the  acid,  procured  from 

extremity  to  which  the"  sensations  arc  re-  an  operative  chemist  in  London,    ij 

ferred.    This  may  have  been  paralysed  by  22*58  grains,  and  that  he  has  found 

the  division  of  the  nerve ;    or  altogether  even  a  greater  proportion  in  some  ob- 

separated,  as  in  amputation ;  or  the  relative  tained  irom  the  Apothecaries'  Hall.    I 

position  of  its  parts  may  have  been  changed,  beg  to  remark,   ttiat  this  fact  of  the 

It  results  from  the  foregoing,  that,  when  contamination  of  the  sulphuric  acid 

different  parts  of  the  thickness  of  the  same  obtained  by  the  combustion  of  the  sul- 

trunk  are  separately  subjected  to  irritation,  pi^uj  of  pyrites  instead  of  Sicilian  sul- 

the  sensations  are  successively  referred  to  pj^u-    though,   as  would  be    inferml 

tibe  several  parts  supplied  by  these  divisions,  f^^j^  j^^  ^^es's  letter,  not  generdUv 

This  may  be  easily  »hown  by  compr^mg  ^^^^  ^^^^^  London,   yet  Has  been 

the   ulnar    nerve,  in    different   diredions,  ^  for  many  months  by  tile  morv 

where  It  passcsat  the  innerside  of  the  elbow,  ^^^y^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  manufacturing  chc- 

^"^  2.' The  sensation  produced  by  irritation  pi«if  o^  t^i«  neighbourhood;  an3  thai 

of  a  branch  of  a  nerve  is  confined  to  the  ^  t.^e  early  part  of  last  year,   Mr.  H. 

parts  to  which  that  branch  is  distributed,  and  Blair,  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  the 

does  not  affect  the  branches  which  come  off  acid,   obtained,    in    conjunction  with 

from  the  nerve  higher  up.    The  rationale  of  myself,  a  patent  for  improvements  m 

this  law  is  at  once  understood ;  but  it  should  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid,  part 

be  mentioned  that  there  are  certain  conditions  of  which  improvements  consist  in  the 

in  which  the  irritation  of  a  single  nerve  will  separating,  in  the  course  of  manufaf - 

give  rise  to  sensations  over  a  great  extent  of  ture,  the  arsenic  contained  in  VYTita 

the  body.     This  is  due,  however,  to  a  par-  sulphuric  acid.  Mr.  Blair,  atliis  Workp. 

ticular  state  of  the  central  organs  ;  and  not  adopts  the  process  alluded  to  for  sepa- 

to  any  direct  communication  among    the  mating  the  arsenic,  though  less  exten- 

"^^"^^    ^^.'    .  -  ^  J     1  sively  than  he  intends  to  do  as  soon  cs 

3.  The  motormfluence  is  propagated  only  he  has  made  more  extensive  arrange- 
m  a  centrifugal  direction,  never  in  a  retro-  j  .  ^^^^^^^1  ^^  „^i  fhe 
grade  course.  It  may  onginate  m  a  spon-  *"':"*''  As  •  2i  r  ,T^*"©  t 
Uneous  change  in  the'central  organs  :  or  it  ^cid  sufficiently  pure  for  the  scvera^ 
may  be  excited  by  an  impression  conveyed  purposes  to  which  it  is  apphed  m  the 
to  them  by  afferent  nerves ;  but  in  both  arts  and  manufactures,  ui  many  ot 
eases  its  law  is  the  same.  which  the  unpunfied  acid  cannot  be 

4.  When  the  whole  trunk  of  a  motor  advantageously  used. 

nerve  is  irritated,  the  muscles  which  it  sup-        The  smallest  proportion  of  oxide  of 
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arsenic  which  I  have  fouad  in  twenty  upwards  of  eight  montha.    The  facts 

fluid  ounces  of  the  unpurified  pyrites  are   taken     from  the    tabular    forms 

acid  is  35i  grains.    The  proportion  is  prepared  for  the  registry  both  of  the 

often  considerably  more,  m  and  out-patients.    These  forms  con- 

An  instance  occurred  a  few  months  sist  of  the  following  headings : — Name ; 

ago,  not  far  from  here,  of  an  operative  Residence ;  Parish;   By  whom  recom- 

haring  nearly  lost  his  life  in  conse-  mended;  Medical  Attendant ;  Number 

quence  of  the  inhalation  of  arseniu-  of  Ward;   Aee;    Married  or  Single; 

retted  hydrogen  produced  in  the  ma-  Occupation;  Disease;  Assigned  Cause; 

nufacture  of  nydrochloric  acid»  by  the  Date  of  Discharge ;  Event  of  Disease ; 

diluted    unpurified    pyrites   sulphuric  with  a  column  of  remarks.     The  same 

acid  acting  upon  the  iron  retort  em-  '  form  has  been  made  to  serve  for  all  the 

ployed.  patients. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add,  that  I  have  The  record  of  the  in-patients,  when 
had  a  paper,  dated  Jan.  25,  1841,  read  thev  amount  to  a  sufficient  number, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Philosophical  So-  will  furnish  many  interesting  and  use- 
ciety  of  Manchester,  "  On  detect-  fid  particulars  illustrative  of  the  pre- 
ing  the  Presence  of  Arsenic,  par-  valence  of  difierent  diseases,  their 
ticularly  in  reference  to  the  employ-  nature,  and  their  fatality ;  that  of  the 
ment  of  Marsh's  test ;"  in  the  out-patients  must  necessarily  be  incom- 
course  of  which  I  mentioned  the  great  plete,  as  the  event  of  the  disease  can 
necessity  of  minutely  examining  the  rarely  be  known.  The  age,  sex,  occu- 
sulphuric  acid  iised,  on  account  of  that  pation,  and  disease  of  the  out-patients, 
of  commerce  being  strongly  impreg-  are  the  only  points  which  can  be  cor- 
nated  with  arsenic.  I  also  mentioned  rectly  and  uniformly  ascertained ;  but 
the  necessity  of  examining  any  hydro-  these  alone,  after  a  term  of  ^ears,  may 
chloric  and  nitric  acid  which  might  be  be  expected  to  yield  much  mteresting 
used,  these  being  also  liable  to  be  im*  information.  The  form  for  the  out- 
pregnated  with  arsenic. — I  am,  sir,  patients  is  filled  up  at  the  first  visit  of 
Your  obedient  servant,  each  patient  by  the  clerk  for  the  out- 
Henry  Hough  Watson,  patient  physician  or  surgeon  :  the  in- 
Consulting  Chemist.  patient  register  is  kept  by  the  clinical 

Bolton-le-Moore,  Feb.  10, 1841.  clerk,  who  (ills  up  the  tabular  form  from 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  the  case  books.  Urgent  cases  are  re- 
found  1000  grains  by  weight,  of  a  sam-  gistered  by  the  resident  medical  officers, 
pie  of  commercial  .sidphuric  acid,  spe-  Those  who  have  had  any  experience 
cific  gravitv  1-845,  to  contain  5{  grains  of  hospital  records  will  be  prepared  to 
of  oxide  of  arsenic.  And  as  the  weight  expect  the  occiLsional  omission  of  cases 
of  20  fluid  ounces  of  acid  of  this  speci-  from  registers  kept  by  more  than  one 
fie  gravity  is  17712  grains,  it  follows  individual;  indeed  it  would  be  unrea- 
that  the  weight  of  oxide  of  arsenic  in  sonable  to  expect  an  equal  degree  of 
the  same  is  97*416  grains.  care  and  accuracy  from  all  wno  are 

Feb.  15, 1841.  employed  in  keeping  such  records,  and 

much  is  accomplished  if  the  greater 
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T>i?orknT  r-rko  lo  «a  tcred.    By  far  the  majonty  of  the  cases 

REPORT  f  OR  1840.  j^^^^^  1,^^^  entered  on  our  books,  and 

Br  Wif.  Augustus  Gut,  M.B.  Cantab.  are   available  for  statistical  purposes. 

Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine,  Kingr's  CoUege,  Wherever  any  doubt  has  existed  as  to 

I^ndon,andAssi8Unt.Phy8iciantotheKini;'s  the    real  name  of  a  disease,  the  case 

College  HospitU.  ^^  y^^  ^^j^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^      j 

[For  the  Medical  Gazette.^  must  also  add  that  care  has  been  t^en 

not  to  enter  the  same  patient  twice,  in 

In  order  that  the  fects  contained  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  trans- 
this  report  may  be  received  at  their  true  ferrcd  from  the  in-patients  to  the  out- 
value, it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  few  patients,  or  from  the  out-patients  to 
remarks  by  way  of  premce.  The  hos-  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  report, 
pital  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  therefore,  merely  states  the  diseases  or 
patients  April  15, 1840 ;  and  the  report  accidents  occurring  among  the  patients 
embraces  tne  period  which  elapsed  from  entered  on  the  register,  and  not  the 
that  date  to  December  31 — a  ^leriod  of  total  number  of  cases  under  treatment 

C90.— XXVII.  3  E 
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In  preparing  the  report,  I  have  had  called  acute  rheumatism,  or  rheninattcr 

before  me  Dr.  Willan's  reports  of  the  fever,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some 

Carey    Street    Dispensary,    published  of  them  mi^ht  have  been,  sdmost  with 

quarterly  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  equal  propnety,  classed  with  gout, 

and  Surgical  Journal,  the  report  of  the  MetanckoUa  includes  a  case  of  sui- 

Registrar-General,  and  Major  TuUock's  cidal  monomania,  first  treated  as  an 

army  returns.    It  will  be  seen  that  1  out-patient,  and  subsequently  admitted 

have  not  followed  any  of  these  authori-  into  the  hospital  for  an  attempt  to  poi- 

ties  implicitly,  though  I  have  derived  son  himself  by  laudanum, 

some  aid  from  each  of  them.    I  have  Phthisis, —  This    head   presents    so 

not  thought  it  necessary  to  state  my  marked  an  excess  of  xnales  over  fe- 

reasons  for  the  arrangement  I  have  males,  that  there  is  room   to    doubt 

adopted,  nor  to  defend  the  mixed  no-  w^hether  or  not  the  disease  has  been 

menclature  which  I  have  used.-   Both  correctly  entered.    As  by  far  the  ma- 

the  one  and  the  other  admit  of  much  jority  of  these  cases  were  out-patients, 

improvement,  and  will  be  more  or  less  the  correctness  of  the  diacpiosis  could 

modified  in  future  returns.    The  dis-  not  be  tested  by  the  result;  and  the 

eases  are  thrown  into  groups,  which  greater  facility  of  examining  the  chest 

are  named  in  the  general  abstract.  This  of  males  leads  to  many  cases  of  phthisis 

is  done  rather  for  the  sake  of  conve-  beinff  detected  in  the  male  which  may 

nience  than  because  the  diseases  thus  possioly  have  been  entered  as  bronchitis 

thrown  together  have  any  very  close  m  the  female.  As,  however,  the  excess 

connection.    A  sufficiently  minute  sub-  of  cases  of  bronchitis  in  the  female  is 

division  has  been  adopted,  in  order  considera]bly  less  than  the  excess  of  cases 

that  the  report   may,  without  much  of  phthisis  in  the  male,  and  as  I  have 

difficulty,    be    compared    with    other  very  little  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 

similar  returns.  my  diagnosis  in  the  majority  of  the 

There  now  only  remains  to  make  one  cases,  f  cannot    help   regaming    the 

or  two  short  observations  on  some  of  number  stated  as  a  near  approximation 

the  diseases,  or  groups  of  diseases,  con-  to  the  true  proportion, 

tained  in  the  table.  Dyspepsia  and  j^cu/n/tt  mucosa.  — 

Febris  continua. — The  febrile  afifec-  The  term  dyspepsia  embraces    niany 

tions  included  under  this  head  were,  different  forms  of  chronic  afifectioQ  of 

for  the  most  part,  of  a  mild  character:  a  the  stomach :  that  of  gastritis  mucosa 

few  only  were  admitted  into  the  house,  is  restricted  to  inflammation   of  the 

and  the  rest  were  treated  as  out-patients,  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomadfi,  as 

A  small  proportion  might  be  correctly  determined  by  pain  of  the  epigastriuni, 

designated  by  the  term  typhus.  increased  by   pressure ;    pain    imme- 

Febris  infantum  remittens. — ^This  head  diately  after  eating,  accompanied  with 

includes  all  the  febrile  affections  of  nausea  or  vomiting ;  and  a  red  tongue, 

children  dependent  on  functional  dis-  or  tongue  furred  in  the  centre,  and  red 

orders  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  at  the  tip  and  edges.    These  cases  are 

contains  some  cases  entered  under  the  readily  cured  by  a  strict  farinaceous 

title  marasmus.    The  remittent  charac-  diet,  and  gentle  aperient  medicines,  if 

ter  of  the  fever  is  marked  in  different  the  bowels  require  them.    More  active 

cases  with  diflferent  degrees  of  distinct-  treatment  is  rarely  necessary, 

ness,  and  sometimes  assxmies  a  con-  Gastro- enteritis   mncoMi:  — The    ao- 

tinned  form.    Febris  infantum  might  called  English  cholera;  a  disease  which 

be  preferable  in  some  cases ;  but  I  haver  commonly  yields  to  the  same  sim]^ 

followed  the  example  of  Bateman  in  treatment  as  the  last  named  disorder, 

using    the    term  febris  infantum  re-  Diarrheea. — This  includes  some  cases 

mittens.  which  might  more  aptly    be  termed 

Muscular  rheumatism, — ^This  head  in-  enteritis  mucosa.  When  recent  it  rarely 
eludes  many  cases  of  muscular  pains  recjuires  any  treatment  beyond  a  Te^;u- 
confined  to  one  part  of  the  body.  Fe-  lation  of  the  diet,  though  it  is  usual  to 
males  are  peculiarly  subject  to  such  administer  purgatives,  or  astrin^rents, 
local  affections ;  and  hence  the  larger  or  both.  In  the  report  of  the  Registrar- 
number  of  cases  of  muscular  rheuma-  General,  diarrhosais classed  with  tneepi- 
tism  occurring  in  that  sex.  demic,  endemic,  and  conta^ous  diseases. 

Articular  rheumatism,  —  This    head,  The  general  headings,  mseases  of  the 

too,  includes  other  cases  besides  the  so-  heart,  mseases  of  the  skin,  &c.  apply  to 
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cases  in  which  the  precise  seat  or  name 
of  the  disease  was  not  registered. 

Imperfect  as  this  ana  all  similar 
reports  must  be,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  knowledge,  it  may  possibly  supply 
some  data  which  may  be  advantage- 
ously compared  with  other  returns  (m  a 
similar  kmd.  There  is  at  present  a 
great  want  of  information  as  to  the  pre- 
valence of  those  diseases  which  do  not 
terminate  fatally;  and  this  information 
can  only  be  supplied  from  registries  of 
the  out-patients  as  well  as  the  in-^tients 
of  our  Hospitals  and  dispensaries.  If 
this  report,  then,  have  no  other  vedue 
than  as  an  example,  it  will  not  be 
thrown  away.  The  proper  title  of  the 
report  will  be  the  following: — 

Analysis  of  4250  Registered  Cmses  qf 

Disease,  treated  at  the  Kin^s  Col" 

lege   Hospitai.  from  April    iHtk  to 

December  3U/,  1840. 

Male.  Pern.  Tot. 

Pebris  cmitiniia 

—  intemiitteiis 

' '  '  ■    ephemera 

■  dentitiDiiiB 

"   ■  ■   infkDtaiii  remitteni      44 

Catarrhus 
PertaniB 

Variola 

Varicella 

Rubeola 


■eqaeUe 


ScarlatiBa 

— —  tequebe 

Erysipelas 

Stmina  • 

Debilitas 

Pnrpara  hsmorrfaagica 

Plethora 

Podagra  . 

Anamca 

Aidtea 

QSdemA  •        • 

MuBcoUr  Rhemnatism 
PLenrodynia  • 
Artienlar  Rhenmatim 

Epilepey 

Chorea  ... 
Hystena 
Convulsions  . 
DeHrinm  tremcnf   . 
Dmnkenneaa . 

Diseases  of  the  spine 
Hemiplegui 


•gitans 
Wasting  of  the  muscles  of 

hand 
Aphonia 


24 

35 

59 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Ifl 

18 

10 

19 

29 

44 

33 

77 

24 

39 

63 

10 

14 

24 

2 

1 

3 

6 

7 

13 

1 

3 

4 

3 

6 

9 

4 

12 

16 

3 

6 

9 

13 

12 

25 

29 

45 

74 

10 

14 

24 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

7 

22 

3 

25 

7 

15 

22 

8 

2 

10 

0 

2 

2 

94 

129 

223 

7 

8 

15 

31 

17 

48 

12 

14 

26 

2 

6 

8 

1 

50 

51 

10 

19 

29 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

7 

11 

4 

1 

5 

18 

7 

25 

4 

1 

5 

the 


1 
I 


0 
0 


1 
1 


Male.  Fein.  Tot. 

3  12      15 

1  0  1 
5  16 

2  13 


1 
« 

4 
2 
9 
47 
1 

9 
26 
4 
1 
I 
3 
0 
6 


5 
1 

8 

5 

12 

73 
1 

18 

37 

6 

1 
3 
2 
6 


Keurelgia 

Hemicrania    •         .        '. 
Sciatica  .        •        • 

Pdn  in  the  feet 

Melancholia  ...  4 
Imbecillitas    ...         1 

Determination  of  blood  to  the 

head  ...         4 

Apoplexy  ...  3 
Vertigo  ...        3 

Cephalea  ...  26 
Disease  of  Bnan     .  0 

Cynanche  tonsillaris  .  9 
Tonsillitis  .  .  .11 
Laryngitis  ...  2 
Cynanche  |)arotidea  2 

OBdema  of  glottis    .  0 

Bronchooele  .  ...  0 
Ulcer  of  tongue      .  2 

Diseases  ofthesaliyary  glands   0 

Bronchitis      .        .        .123     163  286 

Pneumonia     ...        6        1  7 

Pleuritis         ...         1        0  1 
Pleuro-pneumonia  ..202 

Dyspnoea       ...        0        2  2 

Toasis    ....        3        8  11 

Asthma           ...        2        3  5 

Phthisis                            .101       43  144 

Hsemoptysis  .        .                 8        5  13 

Emphysema  .                >.         2        2  4 

Gangrene  of  the  lungs     .10  1 

Diseases  of  the  heart       .        5        6  11 
Hypertrophy           ..505 

Palpitation     ...        3       10  13 

Aneurism  of  the  aorta      .10  1 

■  arteries  .10  1 

Dyspepsia      ...      46     135  181 

Gastritis  mucosa                      3      29  32 

Gastrodynia  ...        3        8  11 

Hftmatemesis                          3      14  17 

Bulimia          ...         1         0  I 
Scinrhous  pylorus  ..101 

Oastro-enteritis  mucosa  .        3      12  15 

Diarrhoea                        .      41       58  99 

MelRua         .                 .0        2  2 

Constipation  ...      49     107  156 

Colic     ....        0        1  1 
CoUca  pictonum      ..808 

Tormina         ...         2         1  3 

Tympanites    ...        0         1  1 

Haemorrhoids          .         .         6         7  13 

Prolapsus  am    .       .        ,        3        4  7 
Stricture  of  the  rectum    .011 

Peritonitis      ...        0         1  1 

Abdominal  tumour          .10  1 

Vermes           ...         1         1  2 

Ascarides                         .       11      27  38 

Tsnia    ....         4        6  10 

Lumbrici        ...         1        0  1 

Diseases  of  liver      ..404 

Icterus                                      6        5  11 


788 


KING'S  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL  REPORT  FOR  1840. 


Male. 

Fem. 

Tot. 

Male. 

Fern. 

Tot. 

Diseases  of  the  kidney     . 

6 

0 

6 

Wounds 

38 

25 

63 

Nephritis 

1 

0 

1 

Bums  and  scalds    . 

18 

11 

29 

Hsematnria    . 

1 

0 

1 

Contusions  and  sprains 

.     115 

78 

193 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Concussion     .         . 

1 

0 

1 

Irritable  bladder 
Dysuria 
Incontinence  of  urine 

2 

1 
1 

1 
2 
3 

3 
3 
4 

Dislocations   . 
Fractures 
Other  accidents 

2 

39 

3 

6 

22 

1 

8 

61 

4 

Retention  of  urine 

2 

1 

3 

Cut  throat 

4 

0 

4 

Calculus 

2 

1 

3 

Poisoning  with  preparations 

Syphilis 

45 

35 

80 

of  opium 

3 

2 

5 

Gonorrhoea    . 

111 

43 

154 

Starvation 

1 

0 

1 

Bubo     .... 

10 

8 

18 

Excoriations 

7 

4 

11 

Diseases  qf  Females, 

Other  diseases  of  male  orgahi 

i 

Ansemia,  chlorosis 

• 

• 

19 

of  generation 

58 

0 

0 

Hyperlactatio,  mimosis  inquieta 

U 

Secondary  syphilis  . 

28 

14 

42 

Amenorrhea 

Irregular  menstruation    . 

48 
2 

Periostitis 

12 

7 

19 

Dysmenorrhoea 

6 

Diseases  of  bone 

5 

3 

8 

Menorrhagia 

33 

-          teeth  and  gums 

5 

6 

11 

Leucorrhcoa 

34 

19 

22 

41 

Purulent  discharge  firom 

the  vagina  of 

Diseases  of  the  eye  and  iti 

appendages 
ear 

1 
38 
11 
2 

48 

1 
2 

86 

12 

4 

children     . 

Abortus 
Prolapsus  uteri 
Diseases  of  uterus 

4 

4 

6 

11 

2 

Skin  diseases 

15 

26 

41 

Diseases  of  the  mammae 

13 

Strophulus 

0 

2 

2 

Carcinoma  of  vagina 

1 

Lichen  .... 
Prurigo 

1 
4 

2 
1 

3 
5 

Total, 

,194 

Lepra  mlgaris 

2 

4 

6 

General  Abstract, 

syphilitica     . 

Psorians 

2 

11 

13 

Febrile  affections    . 

.     112 

138 

250 

6 

15 

21 

Contagious  exanthemata 

32 

47 

79 

Pitynasis 

0 

2 

2 

Hooping-cough 

10 

14 

24 

J 

Struma,  gout,  &c. 

63 

69 

132 

Urticaria 

7 

5 

12 

Dropsies 

.       15 

19 

34 

Erythema 

0 

2 

2 

Rheumatic  affiections 

.     132 

154 

286 

1 

6 

7 

Convulsive  diseases 

27 

89 

116 

Impetigo 

0 

3 

3 

Paralytic  affections 

.       32 

16 

48 

Porrigo 

32 

31 

63 

Neuralgic  affections 

11 

14 

35 

Ecthyma        .        •        . 

1 

1 

2 

Mental  disorders     . 

5 

1 

6 

Scabies  .... 

35 

32 

67 

Diseases  of  the  brain 

.      36 

63 

99 

Herpes 
Rupia    . 
Eczema 

18 

1 

8 
1 

26 
2 

throat, 

larynx,  &c. 

26 

50 

76 

12 

9 

21 

lungs 

.     249 

227 

476 

Aphths 

3 

2 

5 

■ heart  and 

' 

Acne  rosacea  . 

Lupus    .... 

1 
1 

2 
0 

3 

1 

arteries 

15 

.      67 

in- 

16 
186 

31 
243 

Nsyus  .... 

1 

2 

3 

eluding  worms    . 

in* 
129 

228 

357 

Phlegmon 

30 

17 

47 

— — —  abdomina] 

Abscess 

31 

36 

67 

cavity 

1 

1 

2 

Anthrax 

4 

0 

4 

• liver 

10 

5 

16 

Ulcers  of  the  leg    . 

81 

76 

157 

urinaryorgamI7 

8 

25 

■                other  parts 

21 

18 

39 

Venereal  diseases  . . 

,    201 

104 

^05 

Gangrena  senilis 

0 

2 

2 

Otiier  diseases  of  male  oncann 

Fistula  in  ano 

5 

5 

10 

of  generation 

58 

0 

0 

Varicose  yehii 

5 

14 

19 

Diseases  of  bones^  joints, 

Tumors 

8 

15 

23 

teeth,  &c.  . 

41 

38 

79 

Enlarged  and  inflamed  bursas  6 

21 

27 

the  organs  of 

k 

Hernia  .        :        .        . 

12 

7 

19 

sense 

51 

51 

102 

Malformations 

1 

3 

4 

Skin  diseases 

183 

218 

401 
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Inflammation  and  its  con- 
sequences 

Tumors,  &c. 

Accidents  and  external  in- 
juries 

Attempts  at  suicide 

Stanration 

Diseases  of  females 


Male.  Fem.  Tot. 

172  154  326 

32  CO  92 

216  143  359 

7  2  9 

1  0  1 

0  194  0 
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REMARKS 

ON  THE 

PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  ORBITAL 

OBLIQUE  MUSCLES,  AND 

ON  STRABISMUS. 

By  Edward  Hocken,  M.D. 
(fbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 


The  diversity  and  direct  contradiction 
which  exists  in  the  received  opinions 
concerning  the  normal  functions  of  the 
oblique  muscles,  incontestibly  prove 
that  but  little  sound  discretion  nas  been 
employed  in  this  investigation,  the 
results  of  all  of  which  have  been  most 
unsatisfactory.  Many  physiologists 
formerly  supposed  that  the  superior 
oblique  turned  the  eyeball  upwards: 
hence  the  absurd  appellation  of  mu^- 
culus  patheticus  wnich  was  g^ven  it. 
The  principal  opinions  which  are  at 
present  extant  are,  that  the  superior 
turns  the  globe  downwards  and  out- 
wards, whilst  the  inferior  directs  it 
upwards  and  inwards ;  second,  Mr. 
Duffin  tells  us  that  the  superior  rotates  it 
downwards  and  inwards,  the  inferior  in 
the  contrary  direction,  viz.  upwards  and 
outwards :  in  his  book  on  the  subject 
he  says,  *'  towards  the  nasal  can  thus, 
and  upwards :"  third,  Mr.  Walker  asserts 
that  Uie  superior  oblique  turns  the  axis 
of  the  eye,  that  is  to  say,  the  pupil, 
directly  inwards;  the  inferior  in  the  pre- 
cisely opposite  direction,  and  likewise 
turns  it  inwards ;  fourth,  some  learned 
individuals  imagine  that  (he  superior 
turns  the  eye  upwards  and  inwards ; 
and  so  divide,  or  attempt  to  divide,  it  in 
convergent  strabismus,  when  the  eye- 
ball is  directed  upwards  and  inwards ! 

I  shall  endeavour  to  overturn  the 
whole  of  these  fanciful  theories  and 
statements,  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
what  I  believe  to  be  their  true  physio- 
logy, based  on  the  laws  of  muscular 
action  and  direct  experiment. 


1st,  That  muscles  can  only  act  in  the 
direction  of  their  fibres,  or  of  that  of 
their  tendons,  as  modified  by  a  pulley. 

2d,  That  when  acting  over  a  sphere, 
or  the  segment  of  a  sphere  to  which 
they  are  attached,  the  spherical  body 
itself  will  receive  a  rotatory  motion  in 
compliance  with  the  foregoing  law ;  the 
fixed  attachments  being  approximated, 
and  the  sphere  rotated,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  direction  allowed  by  such 
connections. 

3d,  That  a  corresponding  and  anta- 
gonizing power,  acting  in  uie  opposite 
direction  exact  Ij^,  would  rotate  such  a 
body  back  again  through  the  same 
arcn,  and  carry  it  (supposing  its  sphere 
of  action  similar)  to  a  corresponding 
distance  in  the  opposite  course. 

4th,  That  both  forces  acting  simul- 
taneously would  exactly  antagonize 
each  otlier,  giving  rise  to  a  new  force, 
the  medium  of  the  two,  and  thus  caus- 
ing traction  in  the  intermediate  direc- 
tion of  the  two  previously  existing 
powers. 

On  these  foundations  I  will  base  the 
following  deductions  and  experiments. 
The  tendon  of  the  superior  oblique  runs 
obliquely  backwards  and  outwards  in 
the  orbit,  from  its  cartilaginous  pulley 
in  the  frontal  bone,  to  the  junction  of 
the  posterior  and  middle  thirds  of  the 
sclerotica,  and  curved  in  correspondence 
to  the  convexity  of  the  eyeball.  The 
inferior  arises  from  the  superior 
maxillary  directly  opposite  to  the  pulley 
of  the  superior,  and  also  passes  obliquely 
dorsal  and  lateral  to  the  junction  of  the 
posterior  and  middle  thirds  of  the 
sclerotica,  adapted  in  its  curve  to  the 
under  and  lateral  surfaces  of  the  globe, 
and  separated  by  rather  more  than  half 
an  inch  from  the  tendon  of  the  superior : 
it  is  in  this  interval  that  the  ciliary 
nerves  perforate  the  tunica  sclerotica. 
Hence  we  shall  see  that  the  posterior, 
superior,  and  outer  surface  of  the  sclero- 
tica, will  be  approximated  to  the  orbital 
edge  of  the  frontal  bone,  close  to  the 
inner  canthus  of  the  eye,  by  contraction 
of  the  superior  oblioue;  and  ^t  the 
posterior,  inferior,  ana  outerparf ,  will  be 
drawn  towards  the  orbital  edge  of  the 
superior  maxilla,  opposite  to  Uie  pulley 
of  the  superior  obli(jue,  by  contraction 
of  the  inferior  obhquc  muscle;  the 
curved  conditions  of^  the  tendons  im- 
parting a  corresponding  rotatory  motion 
to  the  sphere  over  which  they  act. 

The  motions  thus  imparted  to  the 
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eyeball  and  pupil   are  the  following,  extent,  and  then  careftilly  divide  the 

when  no  counteracting  force  is  in  ex-  cellular    tissue,  muscular  fibres,   and 

istence  : — ^The  superior  oblique  rotates  fibrous  expansion  of  the  tarsal  carti- 

the  globe    obliquely  downwards,   in-  lages  running  to  the  orbital  edge ;  and 

wards,  and  then  outwards,  bringing  the  thus  we  bring  into  view  the  tendon  of 

|)osterior  and  outer  part  inwards  and  the  superior  oblique  running  outwards 

superficially,  and  carrying  the  lower  and  backwards,  which  may  be  readilv 

and  outer  part  upwards  and  more  deeply  taken  up  by  a  convenient  hook^  and 

in  the  oibit.    In  this  course  the  pu{>il  thus  traction  exerted  on  the  globe.     If 

is  carried,  from  its  natural  position  in  it  be  taken  up  internal  to  the  pulley, 

the  centre  of  the  orbit,  slightlv  nearer  depress  the  eye-ball,  and  follow  the 

the  nasal  side,  in  a  curved  direction  muscle  slightly  backwards  within  the 

downwards,  inwards,  and  finally  out-  orbit  lying  superior  to  the  rectus  su- 

wards*    The  inferior  oblique  rotates  the  perior ;   a  nook,  with  its  point  directed 

globe  from  the  position  in  which  it  was  from  below  upward,  and  from  without 

left  by  the  superior,  upwards,  inwards,  inwards,  will  easily  include  its  tendon. 

and  then  outwards ;  or,  if  it  commence  £xp.  2. — ^Take  an  apple  or  an  oranee, 

whilst  the  pupil  retains  its  normal  axis,  and  cut  off  a  thin  slice  from  its  anterior 

in  a  curved  direction  upwards,  inwards,  surface,   holding  the   portion    corre- 

and   outwards,    and  rice  versA :    the  spondinc^  to  the  eye  oi  the  fruit  for- 

pupil,  during  tlus  motion, being  directed  wards;  then  place  a  tack,  with  a  cir- 

m  a  similar  curved  manner;  the  final  cular  flat  head,  in  tlie  centre,  but  rather 

action  of  each  being  to  turn  the  globe  nearer  its  inner  than  outer  side,  and 

and  pupil  outwards,  the  superior  down-  afiix  to  the  junction  of  the  posterior 

warois,  the  inferior  upwards.  and  middle  thirds  of  its  drcumference 

The  following  ex^riments  may  serve  two  narrow  slips  of  paper  or  ribbon, 

to  prove  that  such  is  in  truth  the  real  placed  exactly  in  the  oblique  course 

action  of  these  muscles  separately  *,  neld  by  the  two  oblique  muscles,  alter- 

bearing  in  mind  the  laws  of  muscular  nately  makinff  traction  with  each,  and 

action  with  which  I  commenced  this  observe  the  direction  given  to  the  fruit, 

paper.  and  to  the  circular  ntaaA  of  the  tack 

Exp.  I . — In  a  recent  subject,  expose  which  corresponds  to  the  pnpil :  it  will 
the  tendon  of  the  superior  oblique  just  be  that  oblique  rotation  which  I  have 
after  it  has  passed  tnrough  its  cartila-  already  described, 
ginous  pulley  in  the  frontal  bone,  with-  Exp.  3. — ^We  can  even  put  the  ob- 
out  disturbing  the  situation  of  the  liqiu  in  action,  and  observe  the  efiects, 
globe  $  or,  to  ensure  accuracy,  let  the  in  our  own  persons :  close  one  eye,  and 
muscle  be  dissected  just  before  its  ten-  steadily  regard  some  object  placed  im- 
don  enters  the  pulley,  and  traction  be  mediately  m  front,  with  die  other;  we 
employed  in  tzie  natural  direction,  find  that  we  possess  the  power  of  rotat- 
During  the  continuance  of  this  force  ing  the  eye  downwards,  inwards,  and 
we  find  that  the  eyeball  is  rotated  on  then  outwards ;  regularly  so  at  first, 
an  oblique  axis,  and  that  the  ^lobe  and  but  after  the  organ  has  reached  the 
pupil  become  directed  as  previously  de-  centre  the  rectus  intemus  interferes, 
scribed,  being  finally  turned  down-  and  then  it  is  carried  suddenly  down- 
wards and  outwards.  The  same  ex-  wards  and  outwards:  by  a  counter- 
periment  may  also  be  performed  on  action  it  is  carried  backwards,  per- 
the  inferior  obhque.  The  best  mode  forming  an  oblique  rotation  upwuds, 
of  accomplishing  these  experiments  is  inwiurds,  and  then  upwards  and  out- 
the  following :  feel  for  the  trochlea  of  wards.  No  such  rotation  can  take 
the  superior  oblique,  immcdiatelv  in-  place  on  the  outer  side  of  the  eye,  in 
ternal  to  the  super-orbital  notch  or  any  direction :  the  eye-ball  stops  ab- 
foramen,  and  make  an  oblique  incision  ruptly  when  directed  upwards  and  out* 
over  its  course  of  about  an  inch  in  wards,  at  the  outer  canthus,  or  down- 

«  The  experiments  performed  recently  on  Uving  wards  and  OUtwards. 

dof?s,  &c.  to  determine  the  normal  action!  of  theie  We  Will  now  consider  the  combmed 

muicles,  are,  I  believe,  9uite  uaeleaa,  flrom  the  operation  of  these  muscles.  If  both  act 

diflrerences  which  exist  m  their  anatomy,  &c.  fiftv,„ito«pniiHlv  nn  mfntton  run  c^tnvr 

We  even  find  Mr.  Duffin  remarking  that,  «*  So  snnuitaneousiy  no  roiauon  can  OCCUT, 

far  R8  may  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  experi-  but   the    globe   Will  be  drawn  m   the 

mei.ta,  very  little  of  a  conclusive  nature  can  be  medium  direction  of  the  tWO  Opposing 

deduced,*'  in  answer  to  his  own  question  of  the  -              ,             -^      -ii  i.    j            clir       j^ 

ufccs  of  tlie  superior.  forccs :  hcnce  It  Will  be  drawn  forwards. 
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and  compressed  inwards,  against  the  minent,  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  indue- 

06  planum  of  the  ethmoid,  producing  tion  that  the  obliqui  are  overpowering 

elongation  of  the  axis  of  the  globe  in  the  recti    muscles,  provided  that  no 

proportion    to   the  violence  or  force  mechanical  cause  is  producing  exoph- 

exerted  by  the  oblic^ui.    Do  we  not  pro-  thalmos,  or  the  globe  is  not  enlarged 

duce  this  very  action  when  we  endea-  from  hydrophthalmia*.    But  this  loss 

vour  to  distinguish  distant  objects  ?    I  of  balance  in  their  actions  may  be  occa- 

am  sure  that  aiw  one  will  be  conscious  sioned  either  b^  deficient  power  in  the 

that  it  is  so,  if  he  make  the  effort  in  recti,  or  excessive  in  the  obliqui,  or,  if 

his  own  person.    We  are  conscious,  the  globe  l>e  obliquely  prominent,  by 

during  this  effort,  that  the  eyel)all  is  the  excessive  action  of  only  one  of  the 

tlirust  forwards,  and  at  the  same  time  latter  muscles :  hence  follows  the  ques- 

compressed.    Their  combined  action  is  tion,  is  it  ever  necessary  to  divide  one  or 

thus  obviously  to  antagonize  the  recti  both  oblique  muscles  under  these  cir- 

muscles,  since  the  obliqui  elongate  the  cumstances  Pit  may  be  so,  but  in  all  the 

axis  of  the  eye-ball,  draw  it  inwards,  cases  that  I  have  myself  seen,  or  heard 

and  thrust  it  forwards,  altering  the  of  froni  friends,  no  such  necessity  ex- 

iijrure   of  the   globe   to  adapt  it  in  isted :  it  might,  however,  be  employed 

viewing  distant  objects ;  whilst,  on  the  should    the  orean  remain  prominent 

contrary,  the  combined  action  of  the  after  division  of  the  appropriate  rectus; 

recti  is  to  retract  the  eye-ball  within  at  all  events  it   would   not  be  c^uite 

the  orbit,  and  to  shorten  its  antero-  rational  to  divide  the  superior  oblique 

posterior  axis,  adapting  it  as  an  optical  when  the  eye  is  turned  upwards  and  m- 

instrumcnt   to  view  near  bodies.    In  wards. 

this  case,  as  in  all  other  similar  in-  Few,  I  should  im^ne,  would  wish  to 

stances,  if  we  weaken  or  destroy  one  contend  with  Mr.  Elliot  for  the  merit 

force,  the  antagonizing  power  will  gain  of  having  first  introduced  the  double 

the  mastery,  and  hence  the  eye  would  operation  in  all  cases  of  strabiiimus, 

project  unnaturally  from  division  of  whether  single  or  double ;  yet,  strange 

the  recti,  or  morbidly  increased  action  to  say,  both  Messrs.  Guthrie  and  Duffin 

in  tlie  obliqui  ;*  or  on  the  contrary  be  have  asserted  their  chiims  to  what  either 

retracted  abnormally  from  section  or  of  these  gentlemen  would  avoid  in  prac- 

|)aralysis    of  these  latter  muscles ,  or  tice.    The  double  operation  is  applicar 

increased  action  of  the  recti.  ble  only  to  four  forms:  first,  in  those 

It  is  well  known  that  certain  occu-  cases  where  the  opposite  eye  becomes 

pations  and  employments  will  even-  considerably  inverted  on  covering  it; 

tually  modify  the  usual  distance  of  secondlv,  in  habituallv  double  strabis* 

correct  vision ;  and  this  is  effected  by  mus ;  thirdly,  where  the  strabismus  is 

an  alteration  in  the  balance  of  Uiese  transferred    to    the    originally   sound 

antagonizing  muscles,  {dteration  in  the  organ,  although  removed  at  the  time 

shape  of  the  globe  from  their  habitual  of   the   operation! ;    fourthly,  wheiv 

action,  and  probably  some  adaptation —^ — — 

of  the  retinal  function  to  meet  existing  contains  many  valuable  IWrts,  has  made  perfectly 

circumstances:  thu8  the sanorajquinS  JSTbo'C. -VX'rSf NnTt^:  'i^K^'V^ 

presbyopic  or  long  vision,  by  the  con-  word  or  acknowledgment.    In  many  caaea  be 

stant  habit  of  eagerly  searchinir  the  quoted  Mrly  word  tor  wonl:  for  instance,  "An 

;*',  «        r         I  "^        u'  1.   v      ®'^i-  olcer  of  tbe  cornea  may  be  tbe  first  ori&inat- 

distance  for  objects  which  he  either  i^  cause  of  strabismus,  &c.  fcc,  the  du|nosls 

desires  or  dreads;    the  mechanic  be-  of  double  squint,  &c.;  and  yet  calmly  palms  them 

come,  myopicor  near.sighted^.from  the  '^^^"^"^"'^^^ItW^'^ 

minute  and  careful  vision  which  accu-  November.    By  the  by,  l>r.  Wataon,  in  his  Uc- 

racy   of  adaptation,  and  perfection  in  tures  on  Medicine,  mentiona  amaurosis  as  oriti- 

fin{c>i    «.or..i;w>  ;.*  ^.w>*«f;^»  ««  «-««ii  n*tmg from  hysteria,  and  irivess  case  In  illustra- 

tinisn,  require  in  operating  on  small  tionTthe  only  mention  ofhis  source  of  intorma- 

and  delicate  bodies  or  substances.  tion  ia  contained  in  the  foilowinir  9*u*ffe '— 

Pathoh^ftheoblUpu  instrabismu*i.  hyll^^' Tb?.^'':^",li'¥,jrS'2^en'ti2!; 
— If  a  squinting  eye  be  untisually  pro-  and  describe  such  a  svmptom  :  he  detailed  a 
■ case  in  the  Lancet  for  Nov.  1839,  and  trcited  of 

•  I  am  speakinjf  of  division.  Bcc.  of  Iwth  mus-  the  symptoms,  dianiosis,  profrnosis,  &c.  of  its 

cles;  one  would  cause  the  j^lobe  to  project  ob-  chronic  variety,  in  the  same  Journal,  for  Aurust 

liguely :  hence  the  explanation  of  the  projection  IMO. 

oTthe  eye-lNiII  from  the  division  of  one  muscle  in  *  These  may  always  be  dia^iosticated  by  their 

Mr.  Duffin's  experiments  on  dof^s.  own  peculiar  symptoms. 

T  Mr.  Hall,  in  his  paper  on  Strabismus,  in  f  vide  author*s  paper,  in  Mbo.  Gas.  Nov.  19. 

the   MsoicAL  Gazette  for  Jan.  3Sd,  which  IMO,  vol.  i.  IMO-l,  p.  S85. 
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some  inversion  of  the  squinting  eye  pearance  of  either  an  external  cr  an 
remains  after  complete  division  of  every  internal  squint,  since  the  apparent 
mechanical  inverting  cause ;  becoming  (transparent)  portion  of  the  cornea 
straight  by  excluding  the  other  from  seems  to  be  turned  either  too  much  in- 
light  wards,  or  too  much  outwards,  from  the 
But  there  is  one  practical  deduction  opaoue  part  not  being  readily  distin- 
at  which  I  have  arnved  which  I  should  guisnable  from  the  white  of  the  eye  ; 
wish  to  enforce,  namely,  that  where  and  hence  the  whole  globe  appears  to 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  be  affected  with  divergent  or  conver- 
a  double  is  not  afforded  at  the  time  of  gent  strabismus, 
its  single  performance,  and  yet  the  Some  months  since  I  had  a  modifi- 
strabismus  returns  in  the  opposite  eye,  cation  of  Mr.  Guthrie's  knife  made  for 
little  time  should  be  lost  in  operating  my  own  use — a  similarly-«haped  blade, 
on  this  also ;  for  if  a  considerable  in-  but  with  a  small,  flat,  and  blunt  point, 
terval  be  allowed  to  inter\'ene,  the  ha-  which  would  do  away  with  the  neces- 
bitual  consent  of  mutual  action  is  the  sity  of  a  director.  It  is  to  be  intra- 
condition  of  squinting ;  and  on  comine  duced  beneath  the  tendon  after  divi- 
to  operate  on  the  secondarily  affected  sion  of  the  superjacent  conjunctiva, 
eye,  the  previously  deranged  organ  will  whilst  its  fine  sharp  edge,  continued  to 
be  found  to  be  in  the  same  relation  to  the  very  point,  effectually  divides  every 
it  which  the  originally  healthy  organ  fibre  under  which  it  is  passed :  with  it, 
held  to  the  originally  squinting  eye ;  therefore,  there  would  be  no  danger  of 
viz.  it  will  be  inverted,  or  prevent  the  wounding  the  sclerotica.  The  con- 
complete  rectification  of  its  fellow,  and  junctiva  must  be  taken  up  and  divided 
thus  again  call  for  a  double  operation,  by  a  sharp  knife  or  scissors. 
For  the  laws  regulating  the  mutation  Exeter  Feb.  1841. 

of  strabismus,  vide  the  author's  paper    ' 

in  the  Medical  Gazette,  already  re-  "                                                        ^~ 

ferred  to.  USE  OP  SECALE  CORNUTUM. 

No  doubt  can  now  exist  that  fibres  — 

of  condensed  cellular  tissue  occasion-  7b  the  Sditor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 

ally  prevent  the  complete  success  of  the  gj  jj 

division  of  the  rectus  tendon,  yet  I  Should 'you  deem  the  following  case 

have  no  doubt  that  in  many  of  the  of  suflicient  interest  and  importance  to 

cases  thus  cu-cumstanced  the  connect-  the  medical  public  to  merit  a  place  in 

mg  medium  would  be  found  to  be  an  your  joumaf  its  insertion  will  obKge 

undivided  .portion  of  the  tunica  albu-  your  obedient  servant, 

ginea,  which,  m  fact,  is  but  condensed  Joseph  Hodgson. 

ceUular  tissue,    uniting   the   op™)sed  spiuMelds,  Feb.  4,  isii. 
edges  of  the  four  recti  tendons,  and  not 

the  submuscular  cellular  tissue  itself.  Mrs.  M.,  residing  at  Salvador  House, 

This  connecting  medium  passes  in  the  Bishopsgate  Street,  of  fair  complexion, 

form  of  arches  from  one  tendon  to  the  and  other  general  characteristics  of  the 

other,  their  concavity  being  directed  strumous  diathesis,  has  been  manied 

backwards,  and  thus  a  small  portion  of  eight  years,  and  is  now  34  years  of  age. 

the  superior  or  inferior  comu  of  the  Within  twelve  months  of  her  marriage, 

arch  bein^  left  undivided,  would  be  at  the  full  period  of  gestation,  after  a 

drawn  bacKwards  by  the  action  of  the  tedious  labour  of  forty-eight  hours,  she 

muscle,  and  simulate  the  subtendinous  was  delivered  of  a  Living  female  child. 

or  muscular  tissue.  Two  years  subsequently  she  miscamed 

Strabismas  may  be  simulated  by  at  the  fourth  month ;  and  then,  after 
opacities  of  the  outer  or  inner  circum-  eighteen  months,  gave  birth  to  a  still- 
fercnce  of  the  cornea*.  Th^  eyeball  is  born  child  at  the  seventh  month. 
in  truth  holding  its  proper  axis,  and  On  the  17th  of  May,  1839,  she  came 
the  pupil  its  normal  situation,  but  a  under  my  observation,  bein?  again 
portion  of  the  outer  or  inner  circumfe-  threatened  with  premature  labour  at 
rence  of  the  cornea  is  occluded  by  a  the  seventh  month,  which  was  averted 
dense  opacity,  giving  rise  to  the  ap-  by  placing  her  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances;  and  her  pregnancy  con- 

•  Mr.  Wonntfd,  I  believe,  flnt  noticed  this  \^^^^^    ^   ^^^    ^^S^^\  ™<^^'^'  7^^^^ 

■imniated  Btrebiflmui.  labour  came  on,  and  after  seven  hours 
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the  breech  descended,  with  the  abdo-        Rsmarks.  —  The  exliibition  of  the 

men  towards  the  sacrum.     But  not-  secale  comutum  preTiously  to  ruptur- 

withstanding  the  chin  was  depressed  ing  the    membranes    by    mechanical 

upon  the  chest,  I  could  not  succeed  in  means,  appears  to  soften  the  os  uteri, 

extracting  the  head  without  lessening  and  generally  to  stimulate  the  action  of 

it  by  the  operation  of  craniotomy.  that  organ ;  and  the  practice  accords 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  with  that  recommended  by  Dr.  F.  H. 

consideration,    and  being  of  opinion  Ramsbodiam,  in  his  valuable  work  now 

that  the  pelvis  had  contracted  in  size,  in  the    course  of  publication.      The 

I  desired  my  patient,  the  next  time  she  novel  feature  in  this  case  is  the  renewed 

became  pregnant,  to  inform  me  at  the  administration  of  the  secale  after  the 

seventh  month,  in  order  that  I  might  evacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii,  when 

have  an  opportunity  of  briufifing  on  the  uterus  was  powerifuUy  contracting, 

labour  at  that  time,  as  the  only  likely  but  its  expulsive  action  feeble.     1^ 

means  of  insuring  the  birth  of  a  living  such   administration  I    attribute   the 

child.    Accordingly,  in  the  middle  ot  preservation  of  the  life  of  the  in&nt — 

November,  she  informed  me  that  she  an  opinion  in  which  Dr.  Ramsbotham 

was  then  pregnant,  and  could  trace  her  fully  concurs. 

pregnancy  from  the  middle  of  June. 

She    continued  in  very  good  health       ra.re  MALFORMATION  OP  THE 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time,  up  HEART. 

to  the  16th  of  January  last,  when  T  

found  her  in  good  spirits. 

Noon,  January  16th.— I  prescribed        To  Me  Ediior  qfthe  Medicai  OaietU. 

pulv.  secale  comut.  grs.  x.  4ti8.  horis,  gm 

to  six  doses.  Visited  her  at  nine  o'clock  «  '*i,    r  n^  .«'«^  v^  a^^^^a  ^c 

•    *\>^  ^,,««;«^  ^««  k^,,.  «#•♦««  4^«i,;»»  Should  the  joUowing  be  deemed  of 

r'tiurrrsf:  ''ii^z.fz:^^  ^''^''t^^i'thiK^i^^^^ 

dose  produced  pains  in  the  back,  which  7°"  will  obhge  me  by  giving  it  msertion 

continued  about  half  an  hour,  or  from  ^"  ^^^  joumal.---I  am,  sir, 
•hat  to  three  quarters.  Your  ^^^^f^^^^^^^^^^^ 

17th,  10A.M.-She  had  taken  the  Albert  Napper. 

sixth  and  last  dose  of  the  medicine,       GuUdford,  Feb.  i,  I84i. 
which  at  that  time  was  causing  her        A.  W.,  eetat.  five  years  ten  months,  a 

Fain ;  and  on  making  an  examination  lively,  intelligent  boy,  but  father  short 

found  the  os  uteri  softened,  and  rea-  of  his  age.    'rill  he  was  six  months  old 

dily  admitting  one  finger,  and  then  a  his  mother  observed  nothing  unusual  in 

second,  between  which  I  passed  the  him,  except  that  his  head  was  rather 

stilet  of  the  female  catheter,  and  rup-  larger  than  natural.    About  that  time 

tured  the    membranes.     Presentation  he  received  a  fall,  after  which  he  was 

natural,  and  the  child's  movements  dis-  afiected  with  cyanosis,  and  was  from 

tinctly  felt.     I   then  returned  home,  that  time  idways  subject  to  dyspnoea, 

requesting  to  be  called  when    pains  and  palpitations  of  the  heart,  greatly 

came  on.  increased  by  exertion  and  mental  emo- 

5  p.M« — Seven  hours  from  the  time  tions,  as  was  also  the  purple  hue.    He 

the  membranes  were  ruptured,  and  os  had  had  measles,  hooping-cough,  and 

uteri  fully  dilated,  the  pains  became  small*pox :  the  latter  very  severely, 
regular ;  but  having  waited  until  half-        A  snort  time  since  I  was  requested 

past  seven,  and  bein^  quite  satisfied  to  see  him;   when  he  complained  of 

that  they  were  insufficient  to  complete  pain  in  the  head,  accompanied  with 

the    delivery,    and   also    fearing   the  drowsiness,  pyrexia,  and  other  symp- 

child  would  be  destroyed  by  the  pres-  toms  of  acute  hydrocephalus,  which 

sure  of  the  uterus,  I  mixed  pulv.  se-  (pucklv  carried  him  oflT.    On  exanuna- 

cale  comut.  3i-  in  aqua  ^iv. ;  one  third  tion  of  the  brain,  extensive  ramoUisse- 

to  be  given  every  ten  minutes  until  the  ment  of  the  right   hemisphere,  and 

uterus  acted  rigorously :  it  was  not  be-  serous  effiision,  was  found  tq  exist, 
fore  the  third  aose  had  been  exhibited        Before  describing  the  formation  of 

that  any  increase  of  uterine  action  took  the  heart,  which  is  one  of  those  sin^lar 

place,  and  then,  at  the  end  of  an  hour,  instances  of  monstrosity  but  seldom 

a  female  child  was  expelled,  which,  displayed  by  nature,  I  must  mention  a 

with  the  mother,  is  now  doing  well.  peculiarity,    doubtless   in   connection 
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with  it,  exhibited  bv  the  lungs,  which  similar  to  the  preceding  rriated  in  tha 

were  extremely  small  and  flaccid,  and  Medico-Chimrgical  Review  for  July, 

of  a  bright  crimson  throuffhout,  but  1931,  p.  211. 

evidently  not  the  effect  of  inflammatory 

action,  for  no  other  indication  of  inflam-  80MB  REMARKS 

madon  was  present,  nor  was  there  any 

thing  during  life  which  at  all  led  to  a  ^" 

suspicion  of  lU  existence ;  on  the  con-  PNEUMONIA  IN  CONNECTION 

trary,  in  expressing  a  wish  to  be  carried  WITH,  OR  AS  A  CONSECIUENCE  OF, 

down  stairs,  he  spoke  so  loud  and  dis-  SURGICAL  OPERATIONS  AND 

tinctly,  that  liis  mother,  who  was  below,  INJURIES  * 

heard  every  word.    His  wish  was  com- 

glied  with,  and  within  three  minutes  ^7  ^'  ^«  Eeichsen, 

e  was  a  corpse.  Formerly  Uoiue-Surreon  to  Univenity  College 

On   opening  the   pericardium,  the  .„     ^.    Jv*?!*^'-^     ^    - 

heart  was  seen  of  normal  dimensions,  L^*''"  '^*  ^edtcai  Gazeite.l 
with  both  ventricles  contracted,  and 

both  auricles  extremely  congested  with  That  form  of  pneumonia  which  occurs 

dark-coloured  blood.  The  parietes  were  in  connection  with,  or  as  a  consequence 

of  usual  thickness,  and  tne  valves  na-  of,  surgical  operations  and  injuries,  is, 

tural.    In  the  situation  of  the  foramen  as  Sir  Charles  Bell  justly  observes,  one 

ovale  was  an  opening,  about  half  an  of  those  neutral  subjects  which  stands 

inch  in  Icncth  and  a  line  in  breadth,  between  the  provinces  of  the  sui;geon 

with  a  band  of  fibres,  extending  across  and  physician,  and  consequently  has 

the    centre,    attached    to    either    lip.  received  less  attention  than  its  frequent 

Judging  from  the  vsdvular  form  of  the  occurrence  and  £ital  character  entitle 

opening,  it  is  probable  that  no  blood  it  to. 

passed  through  It,  except  perhaps  during  The  systematic  treatises  on  surgerv 
the  impetus  of  the  circulation  from  ex-  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  are,  with 
citement.  But  another  and  more  re-  few  exceptions,  silent  upon  this  subject, 
markable  deviation  was  exhibited  in  Some  of  the  older  writers,  indeed,  have 
the  aorta.  The  orifice,  instead  of  its  noticed  that  in  injuries  of  the  head  the 
usual  commencement  from  the  left  lungs  occasionally  become  affected: 
ventricle,  was  placed  directly  over  the  Morgagni  states  tnat  Valsalva  was  in- 
septum  ventriculorum,  communicating  duced,  by  his  own  observations,  to 
equally  with  both  ventricles.  The  ven-  conie  to  this  conclusion.  In  the  me- 
tricular  orifice  of  the  pulmonary  artery  moire  of  the  Academic  Royale  de  Chi- 
was  extremelv  contr^ted,  scarcely  aa-  rurgie  cases  are  mentioned  by  Quesnay, 
mittin^  the  large  end  of  a  conunon  Bertrandi,  and  Androuille,  of  the  de- 
silver  blow-pipe.  At  a  short  distance  position  of  pus  into  the  lungs  after 
from  the  origin,  the  artery  became  much  injuries;  but  no  attention  seems  to 
larger,  btithad  more  the  appearance  of  a  have  been  paid  to  infiammation  of  these 
vein.  The  sigmoid  valves  were  exceed-  organs  in  similar  cases,  unless  when 
ingly  small,  but  otherwise  perfect.  From  attended  by  the  formation  of  abscess, 
the  situation  and  contracted  orifice  of  Pott  (Chirurgical  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  127) 
this  vessel,  and  frt>m  the  ready  passage  relates  a  case  in  which  a  fatal  pneu- 
of  the  blood  into  the  aorta,  it  is  evident  monia  followed  the  operation  of  the 
that  but  a  very  sm^l  portion  of  blood  trepan ;  but  he  appears  to  have  re- 
could  have  passed  to  tne  lungs ;  which  garaed  this  as  an  accidental  occurrence, 
may  account  for  their  being  so  much  and  not  as  a  consequence  of  the  injury 
below  the  usual  size.    Considering  the  of  the  head. 

very  small  Quantity  of  arterialized  blood  By  the  surgical  writers  of  the  present 

that  could  have  entered  into  the  circu-  day  we  find  that  more  attention  has 

lation,  it  is  surprising  that  this  child  been  paid  to  this  important  subject, 

should  have  attained  the  age  of  nearly  Dupuytren,  in  his  Lemons  Orales,  in 

six  years,  have  passed  throuffh  some  of  the  article  on  burns,  has  pointed  out 

the  worst  diseases  of  childnood,  and  the  occurrence  of  inflammatory  afifec- 

that  the  functions  of  the  system  (ex-  tions  of  the  lungs  as  a  consequence  of 

cepting  those  above  mentioned)  should  these  injuries.    Bir  Charles  Bell,  with 

have  been  naturally  performed.  -T^a^i^orethc  Medici  Society  of  Uni^ttn^ty 

F.b.  —  There   is  a  case  somewhat  coUege,  February  Mh,  I84l. 
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that  justness  of  observation  which  ham  ((m  Fevers,  pp.  186-210),  Good 
characterizes  all  his  inquiries,  enters  at  (Study  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.),  Frank 
some  length  upon  this  subject  in  the  (De  Cur.  Horn.  Morb.,  lib.  ii.  p.  135), 
third  number  of  his  *'  Surgical  Obser-  Laennec  (3d  edit,  of  TransL,  p.  241 ), 
vations,"  where  he  devotes  one  report  Andral  (Clinique  M^dicale),  Louis 
to  the  consideration  of  "Pulmonary  ( Rechercnes, p. 39), Mackintosh (Prac- 
diseases  in  connection  with  local  irrita-  tice  of  Medicine^,  Williams  (Cycl.  of 
tion,  and  consequent  upon  wounds  and  Practical  Medicine,  and  Library  of 
surgical  operations."  After  pointing  Medicine,  vol.  iii.  p.  143),  Stokes,  and 
out  the  importance  of  this,  and  of  Dr.  Hudson  (Dublin  Journal,  vol.  vii.), 
several  other  subjects,  which  it  is  to  a  form  of  this  disease  which  is,  I  thinks 
be  wished  were  better  cultivated,  he  analogous  to  that  met  with  in  surgical 
says,  ''when  I  look  back  on  former  cases;  the  difference  being  rather  in 
cases,  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  I  the  cause  that  has  given  rise  to  the 
have  seen  patients  cut  off"  after  opera^  inflammation  than  in  the  essential  na- 
tions by  a  more  sudden  and  acute  attack  ture  of  the  disease  itself, 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs;"  and  The  observations  of  Dr.  Williams, 
again,  a  little  farther  on,  ''but  inflam-  and  of  Dr.  Hudson,  tend  to  prove  that 
mation  of  the  lungs  is  by  far  the  most  the  form  of  pneumonia  usually  called 
frequent  cause  of  death  in  severe  typhoid  is  essentially  "a  complication 
wounds,  and  especially  in  compound  of  pneumonia,  with  a  superaaded  pas- 
fractures."  He  then  gives  several  ex-  sive  congestion."  <'By  some  unknown 
amples  of  pneumonia  following  com-  cause,"  says  Dr.  Williams,  **  t|ie  blood 
pound  fractures,  and  amputations  after  stagnates  in  particular  viscera  generally, 
gunshot  injury.  In  the  first  and  second  to  some  degree,  under  the  influence  of 
numbers  of  the  same  work  he  re-  gravitation;  there  is,  at  the  same  time, 
lates  a  case  of  stricture  of  the  urethra,  more  or  less  irritation,  which  may  give 
with  abscess  in  the  perineum,  and  also  to  the  congestion  the  semblance  of 
a  case  of  fracture  or  a  dorsal  vertebra,  inflammation ;  but  neither  by  the  free 
in  both  of  which  pneumonia  was  found  effusion  of  plastic  lymph,  nor  by  the 
after  death.  Guthrie,  in  his  Treatise  formation  of  pus,  is  a  true  inflammatory 
on  Gun-shot  Wounds,  (3d  edit.  p.  257)  orgasm  manifested."  That  this  view 
speaks  of  pneumonia  as  a  cause  of  of  the  question  is  correct,  is  proved,  not 
death  after  operations,  more  especially  merelv  by  the  signs  and  general  symp- 
secondary  amputations :  he  points  out  toms,  but  by  the  appearance  after  deatn. 
the  Latent  character  and  obscurity  of  Dr.  Williams  attributes  this  stagnation 
the  symptoms  of  this  form  of  the  dis-  of  the  blood  in  particular  viscera,  either 
ease,  which  he  believes  to  depend  upon  to  the  altered  condition  of  the  blood 
a^  determination  to,  or  irritation  in,  a  itself,  or  of  the  aflfected  capillaries,  or 
particular  part;  and  that  in  each  person  of  both.  That  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  organ  ihat  is  most  predisposed  to  that  form  of  the  disease  which  occura 
disease  is  most  likely  to  be  affected;  in  surgical  cases  is  the  same  as  that  of 
'*  therefore,"  he  says,  *'  among  English-  the  so-called  typhoid  pneumonia,  can- 
men,  and  in  Great  Britain,  the  lungs  not,  I  think,  be  doubted— the  lung,  in 
are  most  liable  to  be  affected."  both  cases,  being  in  a  state  of  passive, 

Writera  on  medicine  make,  as  we  rather  than  of  active  hyperemy.    The 

should  expect,  but  little  mention  of  condition  of  the  system,  also,  in  which 

pneumonia  as  a  consequence  of  surgical  typhoid  pneumonia  is  found,  is  closely 

operations  and  injunes.    Dr.  Forbes,  allied  to  that  produced  by  the  irritative 

however,  speaks  of  it  in  a  note  appended  fever  which  occurs  in  patients  suflfering 

to  his  translation  of  Laennec  s  work,  from  severe  operations  and  injuries, 

and  Dr.  Williams,  in  his  very  valuable  The  anatomical  charactera  of  these 

treatise  on  diseases  of  the  chest,  in  the  two  forms  of  the  disease  are  also  verv 

Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  enume-  similar.    When  the  pneumonia  is  still 

rates  this  as  one  of  the  varieties  of  in  the  first  stage,  the  part  of  the  lung 

pneumonia.  that  is  aflfect^  will  be  found  of  a 

Under  the  names  of  typhoid,  bilious,  deep  purple,  almost  black  colour;  from 

putrid,  matignant,  scorbutic,  erysipela-  being  gorged  with  blood  it  does  not 

tous,  latent,  and  congestive  pneumonia,  collapse  as  a  healthy  lung  does ;  it  is 

we  find  described  by  vtuious  authors,  heavy,  and  when  squeezed  compara- 

among  whom  I  may  enumerate,  Hux-  tively  little  blood  can  be  forced  out, 
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but  a  frothy,  reddish,  turbid  serum  es-  heart  be  unimpeired,  that  the  respura- 
capes  in  considerable  quantity ;  it  still  tory  movements  continue,  and  that  cer- 
contains  air,  being  crepitous,  and  floats  tain  chemical  changes  take  place  in  that 
in  water;  the  tissue  or  the  lung  is,  in  fluid  in  its  passage  througa  the  lanes. 
some  cases,  softened,  breaking  down  Now  in  persons  who  have  been  sub- 
readily  ithder  the  finger  into  a  pulp,  jected  to  any  of  the  depressing  infiaences 
having  somewhat  the  appearance  oi  red-  just  enumerated,  and  in  whom  the  enersy 
wine  lees ;  in  other  instances,  however,  of  the  nervous  system  is  consequenUy 
it  is  increased  in  density  to  a  greater  much  lowered,  the  contractility  of  tbie 
degree  than  mere  accumulation  of  blood  heart  and  of  the  respiratory  mus<^e)» 
would  occasion,  but  is  still  crepitous.  must  necessarily,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
When  the  disease  has  advanced  to  the  muscular  ^stem  generally,  be  dimi- 
second  st^ige,  to  that  of  hepatization,  nished.  The  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
the  tissue  of  the  lung  is  dense,  sinks  already  perhaps  existing  from  the  posi- 
in  water,  and  does  not  crepitate.  When  tion  of  the  patient,  will  thus  be  in- 
cut into,  the  sides  of  the  incisions  have  creased  by  the  right  side  of  the  heart 
a  smooth  uniform  aspect,  not  granular,  being  less  able  to  propel  its  hlood 
as  in  the  active  form  of  pneumonia,  through  these  organs,  ana  to  overcome 
but  presenting  the  characters  of  that  the  mechanical  congestion  and  disten- 
variety  of  tlic  disease  described  by  Dr.  sion  of  the  capillaries  in  their  more  de- 
Williams  as  **  Intervesicular,"  which  pending  parts.  The  chemical  changes, 
he  regards  as  the  result  of  inflammation  which  are  also  necessary  for  the  proper 
confined  to  the  vessels  and  intervesi-  circulation  of  the  blood  throu^  the 
cular  tissues,  and  which  MM.  Hour-  lunes,  will  be  arrested  proportionably 
mann  and  Dechambre  haye  shewn  to  to  ue  degree  of  congestion  of  these 
be  very  common  in  the  pneumonia  of  organs,  and  to  the  weakness  of  the 
the  aged  (Archives  G^n^rales,  1835).  respiratory  movements.  Thus  the  respi- 

The  causes  of  pneumonia  consequent  ratory  process  being  interfered  with,  and 

upon  operations  and  injuries  are  no  the  circulation  through  the  lungs  being 

doubt  those  which  usually  eive  rise  to  impeded,  these  viscera  will  become  more 

idiopathic  inflammations  of  the  lungs,  and  more  con^sted,  and,  as  the  vital 

such  as  cold,  transitions  of  temperature,  powers  are  diminished,  the  blood,  altered 

damp  beds,  &c. ;    but,  besides  these,  probably  in  its  qualities,  is  brought  more 

there  are    some  circumstances  which  under  the   influence  of   the  laws  of 

more  especially  seem  to  predispose  to  gravity,  and  tends  to  accumulate  in  the 

this  form  of  the  disease  ;  such  as  the  more  depending  parts.    We  can  easily 

long  confinement  of  patients  in    the  understand  how  an  imperfect  degree  of 

vitiated  and  close  air  of  an  hospital,  inflammatory  action  may  be  set  up  in 

es[)ccially  when   the  nature  of  their  an  organ  already  disposed  to  it,  by  the 

complaint  obliges  them  to  maintain  the  existence  of  an  anormal  quantity  of 

recumbent    position^    the    depressing  blood  in  its  vessels,  more  especially  in 

effect  of  profuse  discharges,  and -of  the  subjects  who  have  been  rendered  highly 

irritation  mat  attends  severe  injuries  and  irritable,  and  predisposed  to  irritative 

the  greater  operations.    These  circum-  fever,  by  long  suffering  and  profuse 

stances  tend  to  exhaust  the  energy  of  discharge. 

the  nervous  fiystcm,  and  thus  favour  Diminished  nervous  energy,  whether 
congestions  in  internal  organs ;  and  of  arising  from  the  irritation  ox  an  opera- 
these,  the  lungs,  from  their  vascular  tion,  from  the  depressing  effect. of  con- 
and  cellular  structure,  are  more  liable  flnement  in  a  hospital,  (and  I  may 
to  be  affected.  The  recumbent  position  mention  that  Dr.  Stokes  states  typhoid 
long  continued,  by  a  patient  in  a  state  pneumonia  to  be  more  common  in  hos- 
of  creat  debility,  must  mechanically  pitals  than  in  private  practice;  and 
produce  congestion  of  the  posterior  part  this,  no  doubt,  also  holds  good  with  re- 
of  the  lun^.  We  find  this  congestion  gard  to  the  form  of  pneumonia  following 
occurring  m  the  more  depending  part  operations  and  injuries),  or  profuse 
of  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  we  suppuration,  is, -no  doubt,  one  of  the 
should,  therefore,  expect  to  meet  with  cluef  predisposing  causes  of  this  con- 
it  in  so  spongy  an  organ  as  the  lungs,  gestive  pneumonia.    Any  circumstance 

For  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood  which  lowers  the  energy  of  the  nervous 

through  the  lungs,  it  is  necessary  that  system  necessarily  causes  the  respira- 

the  contractility  of  the  right  side  of  the  (ory  movements  to  be  lessened  in  acti- 
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Tity  in  proportion  to  the  loss  of  that  is  doubtless  the  typhoid  form  of  pneu- 

nervous  influence  which  is  requisite  to  monia,  which  so  frequently  occurs  in 

maintain  them ;  and  thus  the  due  per-  fevers  of  a  low  type  where  the  energy 

formance  of  the  respiratory  changes  of  the  nervous  system  is  lowered ;  and 

being  interfered  witn,  a  tendency  to  the  anatomical  characters  of  which,  as 

accumulation  of  blood  in  the  lungs  is  well  as  of  that  variety  of  the  disease 

the  consequence.    We  see  this  to  be  which  occurs  after  operations  and  in- 

the  case  in  the  operations  of  the  seda-  juries,  closely  resemble,  if  they  be  not 

tive  poisons,  and  in  apoplexy ;    and  identical  with,  those  described  by  Dr. 

can  easily  understand,  as  I  have  already  Reid,  as  bein^  found  in  animals  in 

said,  how  the  luiig,  being  already  con-  which  he  had  divided  the  par  vagum. 

gested,  the  supervention  of  any  irrita-  That  this  congestion  occurs  during 

tion  will  dispose  it  to  run  rapidly  into  life,  and  is  not  a  post-mortem  efl!ect, 

an  inflammatory  state,  generally  of  a  there  can  be  no  question,  for  not  only 

low  type,  as  the  powers  of  the  system  is' there  found  a  congested  state  of  the 

are  below  their  normal  standard.    The  blood-vessels,  which  might,  however, 

experiments  of  Dr.  J.  Reid*  on  Section  in  some  cases  occur  after  death,  but 

of  the  Pneumogastrics  bear  directly  on  invariably,  even  when  hepatization  has 

this  point.  Dr.  Held  has  shown  that  that  not  taken  place,  is  the  tissue  of  the 

sectionofboth  vagi,  by  interrupting  the  lung  altered,  being  in  some  instances 

nervous  circle,  which  is  necessary  for  denser  than  natural,  as  if  there  were  an 

the  proper  performance  of  respiration,  approach  to  solidification,  but  that  the 

dimmishes  the  frequency  of  the  respira-  vital  powers  were    not    of   suflicient 

torymovements,which  become  more  pro-  strength  to  allow  of  this  taking  place 

longed  and  heaving ;  the  blood  conse-  fully ;  and  in  other  cases  it  is  softened 

(juently  becomes  less  perfectly  arteria-  and  friable,  breaking  down  most  readily 

lized,  and  the  animal  dies  of  asphyxia,  under  the  pressure  of  the  fingers.     In 

The  congestion  of  the  lungs  which  takes  further  con  firmation  that  this  condition 

place  in  these  cases   is  very  apt,  if  of  the  lungs  occurs  during  life,  I  may 

the  animal  live   a    sufficient    length  state  that  in  eighteen  or  the  cases  in 

of  time,  to  run  on  to  pneumonia,  and  which  it  was  found,  and  in  which  a 

even  to  gangrene  of  the  lung.    The  note  of  the  length  of  time  after  death 

morbid    appearances    found   by    Dr.  that  the  autopsy  was  made  has  been 

Reid,  after  division  of  both  vagi,  were  a  kept,  the  average  duration  of  this  time 

congested  state  of  the  blood-vessels  of  was  twenty-seven  hours  and  a  half; 

the  lungs,  and  an  effusion  of  frothy  and  of  thirteen  of  the  cases  in  which 

fluid  into  the  bronchi  and  air  cells.     In  no  congestive  pneumonia  wtis  found, 

eight  out  of  seventeen  cases,  in  which  this  average  time    was    twenty-seven 

he    experimented,   these    appearances  hours ;  the  diff*erence  being  so  trifling 

were  strongly  marked;  and  in  sonle  -as  not  to  be  worthy  of  notice:    the 

parts  of  the  hing  the  quantity  of  blood  bodies  in  all  the  cases  being  placed 

was  so  great  as  to  render  the  tissue  under  the  same  circumstances,  and  in 

dense ;    the  more  solid  parts  of  the  the  same  position ;  again  it  has  been 

blood  appearing  to  be  eflfused ;    the  found  as  early  as  thirteen  hours  after 

degree  of  congestion  varied  in  different  death,  and    not    met  with  in  bodies 

parts  of  the  same  lung,  but  was  always  seventy  hours  after  that  event, 

greatest  where  it  was  most  dependent.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  condi- 

In  five  cases    there    were  distinct  tion  of  the  fung  does  not  occasionally 

evidences    of  pneumonia,     (hepatiza-  occur  until  a  very  short  period,  even  a 

tion  P)  and  in  two  it  had  run  on  to  few  hours  before  death ;  in  these  in- 

gangrene.     Dr.  Reid  observes  that  the  stances  it  is  the  immediate  cause  of  that 

congested  state  of  the  lung  is  the  first  fie^event,  by  asphyxiating  the  patient ; 

departure  from  a  healthy  condition,  and  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  greatest 

that  the  effusion  of  serum  is  the  con-  number  of  deaths  which  occur  in  sur- 

sequence  of  this.      He  also  observes  gical  practice  are  directly  or  indirectly 

that  in  fevers  he  has  met  with  a  condi-  produced  by  the  lungs  falling  into  this 

tion  of  the  lung  similar  to  that  which  state  of  cong[estive  pneumonia, 

occurs  after  division  of  the  vagi ;  this  By  refemng  to  the  annexed  tables 

it  will  be  seen  that  out  of  forty-one 
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Name. 


W.C. 

W.R. 
J.B. 


Age. 


C.  C. 


J.T. 

W.  P. 

H.  G. 

W.O. 
J.  D. 

J.  P. 
P.  E. 
J.N. 

L.  T. 
R.  T. 


38 


45 


37 


68 


Date  of 
AdmiaaiOD- 


Nature  of  the  CaM. 


17 


40 


67 


30 


20 


57 


34 


59 


46 


1837. 
Feb.  16. 

1838. 
Sept.  15. 

Sept  24. 


Oct.  9. 


1839. 
Feb.  28. 


Lar^  indolent  ulcer 

of  the  leg. 
Frectore  of  the  fifth 

and    sixth    oerrica] 

vertebrae. 
Wound  of  the  thumb 

—  Inflammation   of 

the    absorbents    of 

the  left  arm. 
Psoas    abscess,  with 

caries  of  thebodiei 

ot  Intiabar  Tcrtebre 
Strangulated  inguinal 

hernia — ^leftsideope- 

ration. 


When 

Autopar 

was  made. 


20  hours 


April  11.  Laceration     of     the  26^  hours 
I  scalp  —  Fracture  of 
skull  —  Injury     of 
brain. 


16 


12 


April  10. 


May  4. 


Sept.  17* 


Dec.  11. 


1840. 
Jan.  17. 


Feb.  1. 


Feb.  2. 


F^b.  17. 


March  3. 


Blow  on  abdomen^ 
Rupture  of  ilium— 
Peritonitis. 

Fracture  of  the  base 
of  the  skull— Injury 
of  the  brain. 

Extensile  laceration 
of  the  scalps  Com- 
minuted fracture  of 
the  left  arm. 

Secondary  syphilis — 
stricture  of  the  ure- 
thra. 

Fracture  of  right  fe- 
mur— Apoplexy. 


20  hours 


30  hours 


38  hours 


36  hours 


40  hours 


State  of  the  Umga. 


Date  of  thc} 
Death. 


Hq>atization  of  the  lower 
lobe  of  left  lung. 

Pneumonia  of  the  inferior 
part  of  the  right  lung 
in  the  1st  and  2d  stages. 

Pneumonia  of  the  pos- 
terior inferior  lobes  ol 
botii  hmgs  in  the  first 

Pnenmonia  of  the  inferior 
posterior  part  of  both 
lungs  in  the  first  stage. 

Pneumonia  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  upper  two- 
thirds  of  the  right  lung, 
with  hepatization  of  the 
lower  third — Pneumo- 
nia in  the  first  stage  of 
the  lower  third  of  the 
left  lung. 

Pneumonia  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  lower  third 
of  the  left  lung — Hepa- 
tization of  the  lower  two 
thirds  of  the  right  lung. 

Pneumonia  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  posterior  in- 
ferior part  of  botii  Inngs, 
but  cMefly  the  right. 

Hepatization  of  the  pos- 
terior inferior  part  of 
both  lungSy  but  chiefly 
of  the  right. 

Pneumonia  of  the  inferior 
part  of  both  lungs  in  the 
first  and  second  stages. 


Contusion  of  the  right 
leg  —  Inflammation 
of  the  absorbents. 

Fracture  of  the  tight 
patella. 

Compound  fracture 
of  right  leg — Ampu- 
tation. 

Disease  of  right  knee 
—Amputation. 


March  10. 


Phlegmonous  erysipe< 
las  of  the  left  arm. 


27  hours 


26  hours 


30  houra 


12&daT 
8th  day 


4tliday 


25th  day 


23d  day 


4ihday 


5th  di^ 


4th  day 


26th  day 


19th  day 


30  houn 


Pneumonia  of  the  inferior 

part  of  both  lungs  in  the 

first  stage. 
Pneumonia  of  the  inferior  5  weeks 

part  of  both  lungs  in  the 

fint  stage,  ch^y  the 

right  lui^.  , 

Hepatization  of  the  pos-l  3 1st  day 

terior  inferior  part  of 

both  lungs. 
Pneumonia  of  the  poste-   5  weeks 

rior  inferior  part  of  both 

lungs  in  the  lirat  stage. 
Pneumonia  in  first  stage  11th  day 

of  the  inferior  posterior 

part  of  both  lungSi  but 

chiefiy  the  left. 
UpperlobeB  of  both  lungs  17Ui  day 

hibenndar    —    Lower 

lobes,  pneumonia  infint 

stage. 
Hepatization  of  posterior  11th  day 

inferior  part    of  both 

lungs — Lobular  hepa-l 

tization  of  anterior  part.] 


•I 
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Name. 


S.J. 

T.  C. 

T.J. 

W.  W. 

S.J. 
J.  T. 

J.M*G. 


Age. 


W.  M. 

S.  E. 

J.  M. 
W^.  R. 

S.R. 

J.  C. 

W.  S. 


J.  G. 

F.  F. 
CM. 

M.  D. 

G.W. 
S.  B. 

J.  T. 

J.  C. 


70 
54 
37 
34 


30 
50 

67 


54 

16 

48 
2 

24 

40 

28 


51 

40 
11 

40 

15 
47 

50 

45 

35 


Date  of 
Admission. 


March  29. 

May]. 

July  25. 

June  13. 

Ang.  14. 
Dec.  29. 

Dec.  30. 


1838. 
Aug.  15. 

Oct.  3. 


Nov.  24. 

1839. 
Feb.  13. 
Dec.  4. 

1840. 
Marcfa30. 

May  9. 


Dec.  18. 


1837. 
Aug.  1. 

1838. 
Nov.  17. 


1839. 

Jan.  21. 

Feb.  2. 

Sept.  20. 

Oct.  28. 

Dec.  5. 


Nature  of  the  Case. 


When 
Aui 
was 


tc^isy 
niade. 


Strangulated  inguinal  24  hours 

hernia,  right  aide — 

Operation. 
La^ration  of  scalp — 1 13  hours 

Gouty  &c. 

Punctured  fracture  of'  17  hours 
cranium  — Trephin- 
ing. 

Fracture  of  the  body  30  hours 
of  sixth  cervical  ver- 
tebra. 

Phlebitis  of  veins  of*  20  hours 

the  right  arm. 

Abscess  of  the  back.  26  hours 


Compound    fracture  40  hours 
of  die  left  leg. . 


State  of  the  Lungs. 


48  hours 
29  hours 

10  hours 


26  hours 


Contused  elbow — 
Delirium  cum  tre- 
more  —  Secondary 
abscess. 

Scrofulous  disease  of 
ankle — ^A  mputation 
of  leg — Phthisis. 

Cut-throat. 

Scald  of  glottis  — 
Tracheotomy. 

(Edema  glottidis  — 
Tracheotomy. 

Laceration  of  liver — 
Displaced  dorsal 
vertebra. 

Punctured  wound  ofl  15  hours 
axilla — Severe  con- 
tusion of  the    left 
shoulder  —   Phle- 
bitis. 

Dislocation  of  fiffch 
cervical  vertebra  for 
wards  without  frac- 
ture. 

Amputation  of  the 
thumb — Erysipelas 

Punctured  wound  of 
abdomen  —  Perito- 
nitis. 

Fracture  of  pubes  and 
skull. 

Disease  of  hip-joint. 

Sloughing  ulcer  of 
the  neck. 

Fracture  of  cranium 
— Injury  of  brain. 

Laceration  of  spleen 
and  kidney — Frac- 
ture of  the  ribs. 

Fracture  of  sknll^ 
Injury  of  brain. 


A* _*    !• 


10  hours 


Pneumonia  in  the  first    2d  day 
stage  of  the  posterior  in- 
ferior part  of  both  lungs. 

Hepatization  of  the  pos-  14th  day 
teriorinferior  part  of  the 
left  lung — Brom  hitis. 

Pbeumonia  in  the  firvt  4th  day 
stage  of  the  posterior  in- 
ferior part  of  both  lungs. 

I^eumonia  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  posterior 
inferior  part  of  both 
lungs. 

Hepatization  of  the  lower  1 1  th  day 
lobes  of  both  lungs. 

Pneumonia  in  the  first  16th  day 
stage  of  the  inferior  pfirt 
of  both  lungs. 

Left  lung  uniformly  con-  5th  day 
gested ;  emphysematous 
at  some  points— Right 
lung  congested  and  sof- 
tened, but  not  to  the 
same  degree. 

General  bronchitis. 


Dateoftht 
Death. 


Tubercles  and  Vomicae 
in  the  upper  lobes  of 
both  lungs. 

Extensive  bronchitis. 

Bronchitiiof  larger  tubes. 

Brondiitis  —  Emphy- 
sema. 

Lungs  gorged  with  fluid 
blood. 

(Edema  of  inferior  pos- 
terior part  of  both  lungs. 


Lungs  emphysematous, 
wi&  small  spots  of 
effused  blood. 

Lungs  healthy. 

Lungs  healthy. 


30  hours  Lungs  healthy. 

Lungs  healthy. 
29  hours  Lungs  healthy. 

20  hours  Lungs  healthy. 

70  hours 


22  hours 


e%0  1 


Lungs  healthy. 
Lungs  healthy. 

T 1 lA.1 


28th  day 

54th  day 

3d  day 

2d  day 
14th  day 

6  hours 
3d  day 


23  hours 


5th  day 

1st  day 

2  A  months 
30th  day 

1st  day 

3d  day 

1st  day 


800  MR.  ERICHSEN'S  REMARKS  Oh  PNEUMONIA. 


Unurevsity  College  Hospital  Hn  which        laflammtition  oi  the       _ 

an  aooount  of  the  state  of  the  luogB  has  in  a  person  alceady  Bvffexmg  tem  » 

been  kept),  these  viscera  wexe  found  in  severe  injury  ^n?  a  .cafntal  opecation,  isk 

twenty»thjee  cases  to  be  in  the  first  or  of  course  a  complication  greatly  la  Im 

second  stages  of  pneumonia.    Of  the  dreaded,  and  one  which,  it  has  been 

remaining  eighteen  cases,  the  lungs,  shewn,  is  much  more  frequent  than  is 

with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  in  usually  believed.    It  is  a  complication 

which  scattered  tubercles  were  found,  against  which  it  is  necessary  to  goard 

were  healthy  in  ten;  and  of  the  eight  as  strictly  as  possible,  both  on  accoura 

cases  in  which  there  was  disease  of  the  of  it  being  of^a  very  dangerous  natcire, 

lung,  but  no  pneumonia,  bronchitis  was  and  of  it  assuming  very  frequently  a 

found  in  four ;  oedema  of  the  inferior  latent  character ;  that  is  to  say,  the  rah 

posterior  part  of  both  lungs  in  one ;  tional  symptoms  are  in  a  great  luea* 

vomicee  from  tubercles  in  another ;  and  sure,  or  altog^ether  wanting,  and  the 

of  the  remaining  two,  the  lungs  were  presence  of  the  disease  can  only  be 

emphysematous  in  one  case,  and  gorged  ascertained  with  certainty  by  a  cave> 

witn  fluid    blood,    the    patient   only-  fullv  conducted  physical  examii^atioii 

living  six  hours,  in  the  other.  of  the  chest,  which,  as  it  is  the  poster 

Of  the  twenty  -  three  instances  in  rior  part  of  the  lung  that  is  almoHt 

which  pneumonia  was  found,  that  dis-  constantly  affected,  it  is  extremely  dif* 

ease  had  advanced  to  hepatization  in  ficult  to  institute  in  the  great  majovity 

eleven  cases;     the  remaining  twelve  of  surgical  cases;  as  it  must  be  obvious 

bein^  in  a  state  of  congestive  pneu-  to  every  one  that  it  would  be  extremely 

monia  in  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  injurious  to  place  a  patient  sujSering 

That  the  depressing  circumstances  from  a  severe  injury,  or  one  who  has 

which  attend  confinement  in  a  hos-  lately  undergone  a  capital  operation,  in 

pita],  together  with  the  recumbent  po-  such  a  position  as  would  enable  us  to 

sition,  have  some  effect  in  predisposing  examine  the  posterior  part  of  his  chest 

to  this  disease,  is  shewn  by  the  fact,  with  care.     When  this  can  be  done, 

that  of  the  18  cases  in  which  no  pneu-  however,  we  find  the  same  physical 

monia  was  found,  1 1  died  before  the  3d  signs  that  occur  in  typhoid  pneumonia, 

day  after  admission,  viz.  4  on  the  Ist  namely,  dulness  on  percussion,  with 

day,  2  on  the  2d  day,  and  5  on  the  3d  sibilous  or  bronchial  respiration.    The 

day.    Of  the  remaining  7, 1  died  on  the  crepitation  is  not  so  well  marked  in 

5tn  day,  another  on  the  14th,  and  4  at  this  as  it  is  in  the  more  active  forms  of 

periods  varying,  from  one  month  to  two  the  disease.    Sometimes  it  is  entirely 

months  and  a  half.    Of  these  last  4,  absent,  and  when  present  it  only  exists 

one  died  of  phthisis  after  amputation  of  for  a  short  time,  and  is,  as  Dr.  Hudson 

the  leg,  and  two  of  the  others  were  not  observes  to  be  the.  case    in  typhoid 

eonfined  to  a  recumbent  position  until  pneumonia,  quickly  lost  by  the  accu* 

a  very  short  time  before  death ;  one,  in  mulation  of  olood  in  the  surrounding 

fact,  with  sloughing  ulcer  of  the  neck,  vessels  compressing  the  air  cells.     As 

and  sloughing  ulcerover  the  trochanter,  the  latency  of  this  disease  is  usually 

died  in  her  chair.  increased  by  the  low  condition  of  the 

On  the  other  hand,  of  the  23  cases  patient,  or  by  the  existence  of  some 

in  which  pneumonia  was  found,  only  1  severe  injury  which  may  chiefly  attract 

died  before  the  3d  day,  and  that  was  an  the  surgeon's  attention,  it  behoves  him 

old  bed-ridden  woman,  moribund  on  to  watch  wdth  the  utmost  care  any  ap- 

admission ;  4  died  on  the  4th  day,  2  on  pearance,  however  slight^  of  the  super* 

the  5th  day,  6  between  the  8th  and  14th  vention  of  a  chest  affection.    He  most 

days,  and  9  between  the  16th  day  and  not  wait  for  the  marked  symptoms 

6th  week.   Inall  the  cases  in  which  the  of  active   acute  pneumonia   to  show 

congestive  pneumonia  was  found,  the  themselves ;  but  if  the  respiration  be 

patient  was,  from  the  nature  of  his  atallhurriedandshortyif  there  be  any 

mjury  or  disease,  required  to  be  kept  d^spncea,  lividit^  of  the  lips,  or  ocea- 

in  the  recumbent  position ;  and  this,  sional  slight  cough,  although  theie  be 

no  doubt,  together  with  other  causes  no  expectoration,  no  pain,  and  littHe  or 

that  I  have  already  mentioned,  must  no  pjrrexia,  he  should  immediately  be 

have  disposed  him  to  the  occurrence  on  his  guard,  and,  if  possiUe,  examine 

of  the  disease,  by  giving  rise  to  con-  the  chest  with  his  ear,  to  ascertain  if 

gestion  of  the  lungs.  there  be  any  of  the  well-marked  and 
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€M)y  Kco^ised  sifi^ns  of  pneumonia  Qnun's  care,   at   University  College 

present ;  and,  if  so,  have  recourse  to  as  Hospital.    The  patient's  body  should, 

active  a  mode  of  treatment  as  the  cir«  at  tne  same  time,^  be  kept  warm  by 

cumstances  of  the  case  will  warrant.  means  of  flannel  nndervlothing[ ;  and 

The  knowledge  of  this  tendency  in  as  this  form  of  pneumonia  usually  oc- 
severe  injuries  and  operations  to  give  curs  in  persons  who  are  weakened  by 
lise  to  j^neumonia,  should  always  make  previous  disease,  and  in  whom  the 
us  cautious  in  using[  the  knife  whilst  energy  of  the  nervous  system  is  low- 
there  is  any  disposition  in  the  patient  ercd,  the  strength  must  be  supported 
to  disease  of  the  lungs,  and  should  by  wine,  brandy,  or  ammonia,  and  such 
teach  us  the  necessity,  after  operating^  nourishment  as  the  patient  may  be  able 
of  guarding   most   carefully    against  to  take. 

those   circumstances   which    are,    in  : 

health  even,  exciting  causes  of  inflam- 
mation of  these  ore^ans,  and  which  will  MUSC  JS  VOLITANTES. 

act  with  increased  vigour  on  a  consti-  

Jntion  already  lowered  by  irritadocu        7^,  t^^  ^,.,^  ^^^  j^^i^  ^^^^^ 

Un  this  account  it  would  be  prudent  to 

defer   operations  during  very  severe  Sir, 

weather,  or  during  the  prevalence  of  As  medical  journals  are  intended  for 

an  epid^nic  pneumonia.  the  improvement  of  medical  science,  I 

In  conclusion,  I  have  but  few  re-  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who 
marks  to  make  on  the  treatment  of  this  are  capable,  to  refute  any  incorrect  state- 
disease.  It  is  agreed  by  most  writers,  ments  which  appear  in  such  journals, 
that  in  typhoid  pneumonia  general  The  paner  to  wnich  I  allude  appeared 
blood-lettine  is  quite  inadmissible,  be-  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  p.  719.  The 
in^  not  only  hazardous,  but,  as  Dr.  author  attributed  muses  volitantes 
AViUiams  remarks,  useless,  as  we  might  to  "  an  opacity  of  the  lachrymal  fluid," 
empty  the  great  blood-vessels,  and  stop  which  fact  he  says  he  has  "  ascertained 
the  action  of  the  heart,  before  the  con-  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt"  Now 
gestion  of  the  lungs  could  be  relieved,  the  circumstances  forwarded  as  proof 
or  their  vessels  enabled  to  contract,  tend  to  prove  that  the  author  is  igno- 
The  same  observation  applies  to  that  rant  of  what  is  understood  by  the  term 
form  of  the  disease  which  occurs  in  muscee  volitantes ;  for  he  says,  in  proof 
fturgical  cases,  if  any  thing,  with  more  of  the  opacity  of  the  lachrymal  flmd 
force,  as  the  patient,  before  the  super-  producing  muscie  volitantes,  *'  To  be 
vention  of  the  pneumonia,  is  already  convinced  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary 
very  probably  weakened  by  profuse  to  flx  the  eyes  steadily  on  some  sta- 
dischar^e,  or,  at  all  events,  lowered  by  tionary  object,  and  abstain  from  letting 
the  irritation  of  his  injury.  Local  fall  the  eyelids.  Chains  of  luminous 
bleeding  must  be  reflated  by  the  rings,  black  spotSt  little  brilliant  annular 
circumstances  of  each  individual  case :  specks^  and  other  fantastic  forms,  fall 
if  the  patient  be  of  rather  a  full  habit,  &wn  in  a  sort  of  shower."  Independently 
and  the  disease  be  not  of  a  very  low  of  such  a  congregation  of  sti^inge  things 
type,  cupping,  or  the  application  of  a  not  constituting  .  muses  volitantes,  I 
few  leeches,  ma^  be  had  recourse  to  deny  the  statement  that  any  such  effect 
over  the  part  amcted,  followed  by  the  is  produced  when  the  experiment  men- 
application  of  a  blister.  Dry  cupping  tioned  is  tried,  no  matter  whether  the 
is  also  useful  in  some  cases  wnere  fociu  experimenter  be  a  subject  of  muses 
blood-letting  cannot  be  ventured  on.  volitantes  or  not ;  although  the  author 
In  the  constitutional  treatment  the  would  wish  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
chief  reliance  is,  I  think,  to  be  placed  efiect  will  be  produced  in  any  one,  if 
on  calomel  and  opium,  followed  by  the  the  trial  is  made;  for  he  says,  "The 
stimulating  expectorants,  such  as  de-  conviction  produced  by  this  simple 
coction  ofsenega,  combined  with  car-  experiment  is  at  once  so  complete, 
donate  ^  ammonia,  which  no  doubt  act  and  so  instantaneous,  that  I  never  yet 
on  tl]^  over-distended  capillaries  of  the  met  with  a  man  who  required  a  single 
lungs  as  local  stimuli  do  in  other  pas-  word  to  be  added  to  confirm  his  belieT." 
sive  or  atonic  inflanmiations.  I  nave  That  opacities  of  the  cornea,  morbid 
Been  this  plan  of  treatment  of  e^ential  growths,  or  changes  of  structure  of  the 
service  in  aeveral   cases  under    Mr.  conjunctiva,  or  foreign  bodies  imme- 
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diately  opposite  the  pupil,  produce  ef- 
fects different  from  muscee  volitantes, 
is  known  to  every  surgeon  who  has  seen 
any  ophthalmic  practice ;  yet  the  author 
says,  "  Now  naturally  different  degrees 
of  opacity  and  adhesiveness  (?)  may  give 
the  form  of  black  spots,  annular  specks 
of  light,  (single  or  in  chains),  the 
phenomena  are  easily  explained."  The 
author  betrays  his  ignorance  again, 
when  he  states  that  "  in  the  immense 
majority  of  cases  the  disease  is  not 
connected  with  constitutional  or  general 
disturbance."  The  cure  mentioned  is 
too  rich  to  be  forgotten,  since  the  dis- 
ease "  may  be  removed  by  a  collyrium 
of  sea  water,  or  the  application  of  a 
blister,  not  larger  than  a  sixpence,  near 
the  lachrymal  gland,  and  a  collyrium 
composed  of  one  grain  of  sulphate  of 
quinine  to  three  ounces  of  distilled 
water,  with  just  sufficient  excess  of 
sulphuric  acid  to  keep  the  fluid  tran- 
sparent."— I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.R.C.  S. 

Feb.  S,  1841. 

MEDICAL  GAZETTfc. 

Fridny,  February  19,  1841. 


"  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difpiitateni 
ArtUMtdicm  taeri;  potestu  modo  veniendi  in 
publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculura  non  recuso." 

CiCKRO. 


SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER. 
We  have  lost  one  of  the  master  spirits 
of  the  age ! — Ere  this  meets  the  eyes  of 
our  readers,  there  wiU  probably  be 
none  amone  them  unaware  of  the  event 
to  which  we  allude  :  yet  it  is  a  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  deceased  that  we 
should  add  one  more  to  the  list  of 
those  who  have  recorded,  as  calculated 
to  excite  general  interest  and  regret — 
thedeathof  Sir  AstletPaston  Cooper. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  bom  August 
23d,  1768,  at  Brooke,  in  Norfolk,  and 
died  at  his  house  in  London,  Feb.  12, 
1841,  being  in  hifi  seventy-third  year. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman  in  the 
church  of  England — ^Dr.  Samuel  Cooper, 
of  Yarmouth,who  marriedMiss  Bransby , 
of  Shottiaham,  a  lady  of  talent,  herself 


an  authoress,  and  connected  with  the 
familyof  Paston, — a  circumstance  which 
led  to  this  name  also  being  given  to  Sir 
Astley. 

It  has  often  been  remarked  that  some 
circumstance,  apparently  accidental,  has 
tended  to  influence  the  future  career  of 
those  concerned;  and  an  anecdote  is  told 
of  Sir  Astley  which,  if  true,  seems  to  bear 
out  this  idea.  It  is  said  that  when  a 
boy  he  saw  a  lad  fall  from  a  cart,  and 
tear  his  thigh  in  such  a  manner  aa  to 
wound  the  femoral  artery;  our  young 
hero  immediately  took  his  handkerchief, 
applied  it  round  the  thigh,  and  twisted 
it  so  tightly  as  to  control  tlie  bleeding 
till  further  assistance  could  be  procured. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  re- 
moved to  Yarmouth,  where  he  was 
soon  after  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Turner, 
a  general  practitioner  in  that  town. 
In  this  situation,  however,  he  remained 
but  a  very  short  time  ere  he  proceeded 
to  London,  to  be  under  the  care  of  his 
uncle,  Mr.  W.  Cooper,  one  of  the 
surgeons  of  Guy's  Hospital,  by  whom, 
however,  he  was  in  a  few  months  trans- 
ferred; at  his  own  request,  to  Mr.  Cline, 
then  in  the  height  of  his  reputation  at 
St.  Thomas's.  On  the  completion  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  study,  and  while  yet 
in  his  apprenticeship,  he  became  de- 
monstrator of  anatomy  to  his  distiii- 
guished  master;  and  in  1791  he  began 
to  lecture  on  surgery,  giving  the  first 
regular  course  on  that  subject  ever 
delivered  in  London;  as,  anterior  to 
this  time,  what  surgery  was  given  con- 
stituted but  a  collateral  branch  of  the 
anatomical  course. 

In  1787  he  spent' the  winter  in  at- 
tendance on  the  medical  classes  in 
Edinburgh  ;  and  in  1792  he  went  to 
Paris,  having  previously  married  Miss 
Cock,  a  connection  of  Mr.  Cline,  by 
whom  he  had  one  daughter — ^his  only 
child,  who  died  in  her  second  year. 

During  his  residence  in  the  French 
capitaf  he  attended  chiefly  to  the  lee- 
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tures  and  practice  of  Desault,  at  that  employed  professionally  by  Greorge  IV. 

time  the  most  distinguished  suigeon  in  to  remove  a  small  tumor   from  the 

France,  and  of  whose  instructions  he  scalp  —  an    operation  which  he  per- 

entertained  a  very  high  opinion.    Here  formed  with  all  his  wonted  coolness 

Sir  Astley  was  present  during  some  of  and  dexterity.* 

the  horrors  of  the  revolution,  imd  among  Soon  after  this  (in  1821)  he  was 

otlier  things  was  a  witness  of  the  cele-  created  a  baronet,  the  patent  extending 

brated  attack  upon  the  Tuilleries,  and  to  his  nephew  and  name-sake,  Astley 

the  massacre  of  the  Swiss  Guards,  on  P&ston  Cooper,  fourth  son  of  his  bro- 

10th  of  August,  1792.  ther — the  present  holder  of  the  title. 

On  his  return  finom  Paris,  Sir  Astley  From  this  time  till  1827  he  continued 

permanently  settled  in  practice.     In  to  enjoy  an  extensive  practice,  and  to 

1800  he  became  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hos-  make  a  very  large  income.    He  then, 

pital — an  appointment  which  he  retain-  in  the  full  zenith  of  his  fame,  volun- 

ed  till  1826,  when  he  was  created  con-  tarily  retired  into  the  country  to  enjoy 

suiting  surgeon.  the  riches  he  had  accumulated,  and 

Sir   Astley's    first    house   was    in  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the 

Jefirey's  Square,  St  Mary  Axe — not  dignified  repose  of  a  countiy  gentleman, 

a  very  fashionable  part  of  the  town  But  Sir  Astley  was  not  made  for  the 

certainly,  but  where  he  was  content  to  o^Mim  own  dignUate,  and  a  very  short 

sojourn  not  less  than  six  years.     He  time  saw  him  back  again  in  the  me- 

then  removed  to  New  Broad  Street,  tropolis,    where,    on  more   than  one 

where  he  remained  for  seventeen  years  occasion,  he  publicly  referred  to  the 

in  very  extensive  practice,  and  in  daily  period  of  his  seclusion,  and  declared 

increasing  reputation.    His  income  was  that  if  he  had  remained  idle  he  should 

certainly  at  one  time  greater  than  that  certainly  have  hanged  himself.     His 

of  any  other  medical  man  of  the  pre-  nephew,  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  having 

sent  day,  having,  we  believe,  on  more  been  installed  in  his  old  residence  in 

occasions  than  one,  exceeded  £20,000  New  Street,  Spring  Gardens,  Sir  Astley 

within  a  year.    He  also  received  some  took  a  house  in  Conduit  Street,  where 

very  large  fees,  among  which  not  the  he  gave  a  series  of  comwrfonoiit,  which 

least  remarkable  was  that  of  a  thousand  were  attended  by  nearly  all  the  medical 

g^oineas  thrown  at  him  in  his  night-cap  world  in  London,  and  which'were  in- 

by  a  patient  whom  he  had  'cut  for  the  tended   apparently    to    convince   his 

stone  —  an  anecdote  which  we  heard  brethren  of  the  reality  of  his  return. 

the  deceased  tell  with  no  small  ani-  He  brought  with  him  his  great  name 

iiiation,on  retiring  from  a  patient  upon  and  unblemished  reputation,  but  never 

whom  he  had  just  performed  the  same  had,  and   probably  never  desired  to 

ox>cration,  and  who  had  likewise  in  his  have,  the  same  immense  business  as 

agony  fiung  his  cap  at  the  suigeon,  but  before  his  temporary  retirement;  others, 

without  its  containing  on  this  occasion  of  scarcely  inferior  note,  had  gained 

the  cheque  which  gave  so  much  force  possession  of,  and  retained  a  considera- 

to  the  original  incident.  ble  portion,  of  what  had  before  been 

In  1815,  when  at  the  height  of  his  almost  exclusively  his  own. 

reputation,  he  removed  to  Spring  Gar-  . 

dens)  and  he  was  one  of  the  few  with  «  Then  lino  trnth  whatever  in  the  itorywUdi 

whom  the  migration  from  the  city  to  SSSTitaitatSiSSs^^ 

the  west  end  has  proved  fuUy  s«cce«i-  £l?g,°S,^^„^SSStr'^  irMTSfei?^ 

fkil.     A  few  years  afterwards  he  was  tonlalUp  mm  not  erm  yrawat.— Kp,  Qa», 
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Hi«  first  wife  having  died  in  ld27>  of  his  signature  being  received  as  a 

he  maoried  Miss  Jones,  of  Cardigan-  passport  among  the  mountains  of  Bis- 

shire,  the  following  year,  and  from  this  cay,   by  the  wild  followers  of  Don 

time  used  to  reside  some  portion  of  Carlos.    A   young   English    surgeon 

e^h  season  on  his  estate  in  the  country,  seeking  for  employment,  was  carried  as 

He  aMo  visited  Paris  more  than  once,  a  prisoner  before  Zumalacarregni,  who 

and  received  marked  attention  from  demanded  what  testimonials  he  had  of 

M.  Dupuy  tren.  his  calling  or  his  qualifications  ?    Our 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  Sir  countryman  presented  his  diploma  of 
Astley  began  to  lecture  on  surgery  at  the  College  of  Surgeons ;  and  the  name 
an  early  age  (in  1791),  and  he  con-  of  Astley  Paston  Cooper,  which  was 
tinued  to  do  so  till  1826.  We  attended  attached  to  it,  no  sooner  struck  the  eye 
his  course  somewhat  more  than  twenty  of  the  Carlist  leader,  than  he  at  once  re- 
years  ago,  and  our  recollections  vividly  ceived  his  prisoner  with  friendship,  and 
remind  us  of  one  who  carried  conviction  appointed  him  a  surgeon  in  his  army, 
to  those  who  heard  him,  that  he  was  a  Sir  Astley  had,  for  years,  been  subject 
master  of  his  art.  He  was  not  particu-  to  occasional  attacks  of  giddiness,  which 
larly  studious  of  elegance,  but  his  Ian-  he  was  naturally  anxious  to  conceal, 
gnage  was  always  fluent  and  clear ;  his  but  which  sometimes  proceeded  so  far 
ideas  were  precise,  and  his  meaning  as  to  compel  him  to  desist  from  what- 
never  doubtful;  the  more  important  ever  he  was  employed  about;  and,  on 
points  of  his  subject  always  had  their  one  occasion,  he  even  fell  in  the  street, 
due  prominence,  and  were  deeply  im-  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  also 
pressed  on  his  hearers.  suffered  a  good  deal  fnmi  occasional 

As  an  operator  we  need  scarcely  say  fits  of  the  gout,  which,  however,  did  not 

that    he    was  bold,  rapid,   and  skil-  present  any  thing  remarkable.     For 

ful,  almost  without  parallel,  —  quali-  some  time  his  countenance  exhibited  a 

ties  which  tended  greatly  to  enhance  purplish  tinge,  as  from  some  embarrass- 

his  own  reputation,  and  to  heighten  ment  in  the  circulation ;  and,  latterly, 

the  character  of  English  surgery.    We  he  had  been  heard  to  protest,  that  he 

.well   remember  having   been  present  must  decline  visiting  patients  who  were 

at   a   conversazione  at  M.  Maimoir's  up  two  pairs  of  stairs — a  threat  which, 

in  I'd!  7)  attended  by  most  of  the  scien-  though  meant  as  a  joke,  had  evidently 

tific  men  in  Geneva,  when  the  fact  originated  in  the  exertion  distressing 

was  communicated  of  Sir  Astley  hav-  him.    Indeed,  we  understand  that  he 

ing   cut   down    upon   and    tied    the  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  beUef  that 

aorta  in  the  living  subject ;  nor  shall  we  there  was  "  something  wrong,"  and  that 

readily  forget  the  expressions  of  admi-  he  had  not  long  to  live, 
ration,  not  quite  unmingled  with  con-        The  last  and  fatal  attack,  however, 

stemation,  with  which  the  announce-  was  of  recent  date,  and  in  it  he  had  the 

ment  was  received.  assistance  of  Dr.  Chambers  and  Dr. 

Probably  no  surgeon  of  ancient  or  Bright    The  body  was  examined  after 

modem  times  has  enjoyed  a  greater  death,  when  the  diagnosis  previously 

share  of  reputation  during  his  life  than  given  was  confirmed,  by  the  heart  be- 

has  &llen  to  the  lot  of  Sir  Astley.  The  ing  found  to  be  enlarged,  with  some 

old  and  new  worid  has  alike  rung  with  atheromatous  deposits  in   the   aorta, 

his  fame ;  and,  perhaps,  we  cannot  give  and  efiusion  into  the  pericardium  and 

a  better  example  of  this  than  one  to  cavities  of  the  pleura, 
which  we  remember  having  alluded  on        The  Chapel  of  Ouy^s  Hospital  haa 

a  former  occasion — we  mean,  the  fact  been  appropriately  chosen  as  the  place 
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of  his  interment,  which  is  to  take  place  received  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Gael- 

.  to-inorrow  (Saturday)  at  three  o'clock,  phic  Order  from  his  own  Boverfeign, 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  a  handsome  and  the  cross  of  the  Legibn  of  Honour 

man,    and    of    striking    appearance,  from  Louis -Philippe.    He  was  an  h(>- 

well    deserving    the     "  c'est  un    bel  norary  memher  of  the  French  Institat, 

homme !"  which  was  often  bestowed  Doctor  of  Civil  Law  in  the  University 

upon  him  as  he    walked  round   the  of  Oxford,  and  twice  President  of  tfad 

H6tel-Dieu  with  M.  Dupuytren.    His  College  of  Surgeons, 

manner  was  open,  free,  and  encourag-  The  leisure  of  his  advanced  age  was 

ing  to  his  patients ;  altogether  void  of  not  spent  in  idleness,  but  was  devoted 

afl^tadon,  as  well  as  of  all  excessive  to    scientific    pursuits ;  —  dissecting, 

or  artificial  polish.  making  preparations,  and  other  most 

Throughout  his  whole  career  nothing  industrious  investigations  of  disease, 
could  exceed  the  uniform  fairness  of  We  subjoin  a  list  of  his  principal 
his  conduct  towards  all  his  brethren,  contributions  to  science  —  more  bo- 
or his  kindness  towards  the  younger  nourable  than  all  the  dignities  which 
members  of  the  profession,  especially  have  been  bestowed  upon  him,  and 
those  whom  he  saw  to  be  possessed  of  which  will  constitute  the  most  endur- 
merit  There  are  few  among  us  who  ing  monument  of  his  fame*, 
do  not  feel  personally  grateful  to  him                               

fbr  his  conduct  on  some  occasion.  ^IST  OF  SIR  A.  COOPER'S  WORKS 

Sir  Astley,  as  we  have  seen,  long  ^^j^  p^^pgng 

enjoyed  a  hirge  share  of  public  patron-  "      Cooner's 

age ;  but  we  beUeve  the  actual  amount  T^\  ^^^^^®     .      ^^       .  ^^  i.ooper's 

of  his  fortune,  when  stated  at  half  a  f^t  contnbutions  to  science   are    to 

million,    is    comjiderably    over-rated.  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^«^«'  Researohes, 

mimon,    i»    uuiiB  ucTttu  y    wyc  published  iu  1798.    We  therein  find 

Hispersonalexpenses  were  not  great;  F""  ""'^^    **     •             ^  »**^»wi  uuv 

but  he  was  very  liberal  to  his  relations,  ^®  papers, 

on  whom,  we  have  heard,  on  what  we  1 .  "  The  dissection  of  a  case  of  hernia 

believe  to  be  good  authority,  that  he  ^^^}^  ^  diaphragm,  which  proved 

bestowed  between  two  and  three  thou-  .^  «  A^unt  of  three  cases  of  obstruc- 

sand  pounds  annually.    He  is  also  said  tion  of  the  thoracic  duct" 

to  have  spent  £20,000  in  bringing  his  We  next  find  him  appearing  in  the 

brother  into  Parliamenf.   Nor  was  his  P^Hosof^ical    TrtmsacHont    for    1800, 

».L      1-*-       A     j*i.«     «    f n-     •  to  which  he  contnbuted 

hberahty  confined  to  his  own  family :—  3^ ,.  Observations  on  the  effects  which 

when  Dr.Baillie  and  some  others  made  take  place  from  the  destruction  of  the 

up  a  purse  for  Dr.  Pemberton,  in  the  membranatympani  of  the  ear:"  and  in 

difficulties  brought  upon  him  by  his  ill  the  same  work  for  1801,  connected  with 

health.    Sir    Astley   contributed    the  ^l^^lf^rco^^f  K^„^Uon  for  the 

mumficent  sum  of  £500.  removal  of  a  particular  kind  of  deaf- 

Besides  his  Baronetage,  Sir  Astley  ness."     For   tnese   he   obtained  the 

had  numerous  honours  conferred  upon  Copley  medaL 

him :  he  was  Seijeant-Surgeon  to  three  5'  '«»  ?^ /fP^f^f  ''.^^  ^'^J 

.               ^ .       r^          TIT  «.«rM  and  surgical  treatment  of  inguinal  and 

successive  monarchs— George  IV., Wil-  congenital  hernia;"  and  in  1807 

liam  lY.,  and  her  present  Majesty.   He  6.  "  The  anatomy  and  surgical  treat- 
ment  of  crural  and  umbilical  hernia," 

•itiiMiuiiivtoseeSirArtiey'smiccesttt.  which,  thus  completed,  may  be  regarded 

trlbuted,  in  ■  memoir  Fecently  pablished,  to  hit  '                                               ~ 

brother  being  in  Fu-liament— Juit  the  convene  •  In  our  lut  leader,  for  "  cmliti  posteri/'rend 

beinff  the  ftct,  viz.  that  his  previous  euoocM  "  credite;"  and  for  "a  practice  «4ai  has  crept 

enaMed  him  to  make  hia  brother  an  M.P.  in,"  read,  **  a  practice  UuU  has  crept  in.*' 
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as  his  mat  work,  and  that  which  first 
stampea  his  reputation  with  the  strong 
impress  which  it  erer  after  retaineo. 
As  a  treatise  on  the  subject,  it  is  still, 
and,  perhaps,  may  always  remain, 
unriyaued. 

His  next  .contributions  appeared  in 
the  'Dransactums  of  the  MeaicO'Ckirur- 
gical  Society y  the*  Ist  volume  of  which 
contains 

7.  "  Two  cases  of  lieature  of  the  ca- 
rotid artery,"  being  the  first  recorded 
cases  of  thiat  operation }  and  the^2d  vo- 
lume has 

8.  "  The  dissection  of  a  limb  on 
which  the  opeiation  for  popliteal  aneu- 
rism had  been  performed ;"  and  also 

9.  '*  Some  observations  on  spina 
bifida." 

The  6th  volume  gives  us 

10.  "  The  History  of  a  case  of  pre- 
mature puberty,"  and 

11.  ''An  Account  of  the  anastomosis 
of  the  arteries  of  the  groin,"  and  the  8th 

12.  "  Three  cases  of  calculi  removed 
from  the  bladder  without  the  use  of 
cutting  instruments."  In  the  11th  vo- 
lume we  have 

13.  "  An  Account  of  a  case  in  which 
numerous  calculi  were  extracted  from 
the  urinary  bladder  of  the  male  without 
employing  cutting  instruments;"  in 
the  12th  volume  is 

14.  "  The  History  of  an  oi)eration  in 
which  a  fatty  tumor,  weighing  above 
371bs.,  was  removed  firom  the  parietes 
of  the  abdomen;"  and  in  the  second 
part  of  the  same  volume  is  a 

15.'  "  Further  account  of  the  extrac- 
tion of  calculi  from  the  bladder." 

16.  The  next  work  we  have  to  notice 
is  the  one  containing  surgical  essays,  bv 
Sir  Astley  and  Mr.  Travers,  in  which 
the  papers  by  the  former  are  on  Dislo- 
cations, on  Exostosis,  on  Unnatural 
Apertures  in  the  Urethra,  on  Encysted 
Tumors;  and  thous^h  last,  not  least, 
the  case  in  whi«h  Sir  Astley  tied  the 
Abdominal  Aorta. 

17.  In  1822,  the ''  Essays  on  Fracture 
and  Dislocation"  appeared  as  a  distinct 
work,  with  numerous  engravings ;  and, 
in  1823,  an  appendix  was  added,  in  re- 
ference to  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur.  This  is  excellent  as  a  contri- 
bution to  science,  while,  as  a  text^book 
for  students,  it  is  invaluable. 

18.  The  "  Illustrations  of  the  Diseases 
of  the  Breast"  appealed  in  a  ouarto  vo- 
kmie  in  1829;  and,  in  1830,  those 

19.  "  On  the  Structure  and  Diseases 


of  the  Testis,"  in  the  same  form,  uid 
also  illustrated  bv  expensive  engravings. 

20.  Andn,  in  1832,  we  were  presented 
with  **  The  Anatomy  of  the  Thymus 
Gland;"  and,  in  1839,  we  havfe  Sir 
Astley  aspin, 

21.  <'  On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Breast," 
constituting  the  last  of  his  great  works. 

In  the  interval  between  the  two  vo- 
lumes last  mentioned,  several  papers 
were  published  in  the  Guy^a  Hotpital 
Reports,  besides  some  observations  ap- 
pended to  the  papers  of  others.  Among 
nis  papers,  ^ven  to  the  public  thiougb 
this  channel,  are  two  vety  interesting 
dissections,  viz.  "  A  Case  of  Femoral 
Aneurism,  for  which  the  external  Iliac 
Artery  was  tied;  with  an  Account  of 
the  Fteparation  of  the  Limb,  dissected 
at  the  expiration  of  thirteen  years ;"  and 
an  "  Account  of  the  First  Successful 
Operation  performed  on  the  common 
Carotid  Artery  in  1808 ;  with  the  post- 
mortem exanunation  in  1821."  Again, 
we  have  **  Some  Experiments  and  Ob- 
servations on  tying  the  Carotid  and 
Vertebral  Arteries,  and  the  Pneumo- 
ffastric,  Phrenic,  and  Sympathetic 
Nerves ;"  aeain,  we  find  a  paper  *'Oii 
Spermatocele,  or  Varicocele  of  the 
Spermatic  Cord :"  once  more  we  have 
a  paper  **  On  Dislocation  of  the  Os  Hn* 
meri  upon  the  Dorsum  Scapuhs,  and 
upon  Fractures  near  the  Shoulder- 
Joint;"  and  lastly  we  have  the  "  Dis- 
section of  a  supposed  Hermaphrodite." 
This  is  contained  in  the  "  Reports" 
for  October,  1840;  and  is,  we  believe, 
the  last  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  nu- 
merous contributions  to  surgery. 

We  fear  that  Sir  Astley's  death  has 
interrupted  the  completion  of  other 
works  in  which  he  was  engaged.  The 
second  part  of  the  "  IllustratioTis  of 
the  Diseases  of  the  Breast,"  which  was 
to  treat  of  mali^ant  afiections,  was 
promised  some  time  ago,  but  has  not 
yet  appeared.  We  hope  that  the  mate- 
rials which  he  collected  for  it  will  still 
be  given  to  the  public. 


COLLBGE  OF  SURGBOKS. 

HUNTXRIAN  oaATION. 

Thb  Hunterian  Oration  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  Callaway,  on  Tuesday,  before 
a  crowded  audience.  The  most  re- 
markable point  in  it  was  the  just  and 
well-timed  eulogy  which  he  bestowed 
on  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 
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ROYAL    MEDICAL    AND    CHIRUR-  ticularly    meant,  the  antiphlogUtic  or  the 

cjck-i    cnr<Ti7TV  tonic  plan  of  treatment  should  be  followed. 

UlCAL.  bUi-lJil  X.  rpjjg  President  said  the  question  was  one 

Tuesday,  Feb.  9, 1841,  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  give  a  definite 

Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  Bart,  in  the  Chair,  ^^^^^r.      Phlebitis  occurred  under  such  a 

vanety  of  different  circumstances,  and  put 

on  so  many  different  characters,  that  it  was 

HUtoru  of  a  Remarkable  Case  ^f  Phlebitis ;  impossible  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  of 

iriM  Observatioiis.      By  Thomas  Hook-  treatment.     The  cases  of  phlebitis,  for  ex- 

HAM  Silvester,  M.D.  Member  of  the  *"P*«»  which    were    attend'»d    with    gr«it 

College  of  Physicians,  and  Physician  to  enlargement  of  the  leg,  and  passed  by  the 

the  South  London  Dispensary.  "««««  ^^  phlegmasia   dolens,   were   almost 

always  quite  chronic  in   their  course,  and 

MucR  difference  of  opinion  exists  in  regard  required   no  active  treatment  at  all.     Other 

to   the  treatment  of  phlebitis,  and   much  cases,  on  the  contrary,  were  most  rapid  and 

remains  to  be  known  respecting  its  cause,  ncute :  be  had  known  them  terminate  fatally 

nature,  and  consequences.     All  are  agreed  in  three  or  four  days  from  the  commencement 

as  to  its  danger.      It  is  the  object  of  the  of  the  symptoms  ;  and  one  case  he  had  seen 

author  of  the  paper  to  describe  the  disease,  had  proved  fatal  iii  only  forty-eight  hours, 

its  phenomena  during  life,  and  the  patho-  He  could- give  no  general  statement  for  the 

logical  appearahces    after  death,    as    they  ordinary  cases  of  phlebitis,  but,  as  far  as  his 

occurred  in  an  isolated  case.     The  patient,  experience  went,  he  should  say  that  general 

about  sixty  years  of  age,  the  subject  of  piles  bleeding  was  rarely  useful :  the  condition  of 

and  large  varicose  veins  in  both  extremities,  the  patient  was  more  commonly  such   as 

received  a  slight  wound,  probably  from  his  to  require  support. 

razor,  in  the  upper  lip,  which  was  followed  Mr.  Skey  said,  that  his  experience  led  him 

by  enormous  swelling  of  the  part,  but  not  to  regard  the  antiphlogistic   treatment  of 

much   constitutional   disturbance.     At  the  phlebitis  as  very  rarely  beneficial,  and  often 

end  of  fourteen  days  the  disease  seemed  to  injurious.     In  the  practice  at  St.  Bartholo- 

have  finished  its  course,  and  the  patient  to  mew's  Hospital  he  had  had  opportunities  of 

be  recovering.      It  quickly,   however,   re-  observing  how  very  frequenUy  the  disease 

appeared  in  the  veins  on  each  side  of  the  supervened  in  those  who  were  of  a  weak 

nose,  and  progressively  extended  through  the  debilitated  state  of  system,  and  more  espe- 

numerous  ramifications  of  the  front^  and  cially  in  those  who  had  suffered  from  great 

temporal  vessels,  which,  on  opening  with  a  loss  of  blood.    He  remembered  in  particular 

lancet, poured  forth  in  abundance  "laudable"  one  case,  of  a  man,  who  was  bled  there  to 

pus.  Incrustations  something  like  the  scabs  of  120  ounces  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  for  the 

rupia    appeared    along    the  track   of  each  reduction  of  a  dislocation  of  the  hip  ;  about 

vessel,  and  when  these  were  removed  the  25  grs.  of  tartar  emetic  were  given  to  the  man 

interior  of  the  vein  became  exposed,  and  the  in  the  same  time  :  and  at  the  time  he  (Mr.  S.) 

healing    process   went  on  by  granulation,  expressed  his  convictiop  to  a  friend  standing 

The  symptoms  of  the  disease  were,  from  the  by,  that  the  patient  would  die  of  phlebitis, 

commencement  to  the  termination,  of  a  very  He  anticipated  this  partly  from  the  quantity 

mild  character.      The  patient  appeared  to  of  blood  lost,  and  partly  from   the    more 

sink  under  exhaustion  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  than  ordinary  violence  which  it  was  necessary 

week,  at  a  moment  when  pus  existed  only  in  to  employ,  in  order  to  obtain  so  considerable 

a  few  of  the  vessels  about  the  vertex ;  the  «  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm.     The  hip 

proce.^s  of  reparation  having  been  completed  was  happily  reduced,  and  the  man  was  put 

in  the  lip,  sides  of  the  nose,  and  forehead,  to  bed  apparently  well }  but  phlebitis  came 

The  autopsy  discovered  pus  in  the  trunks,  on,  as  he  had  anticipated,  and  the  man  died, 

and  a  fibrinous  crumbling  substance  in  the  He  remembered  another  case  very  similar  to 

ramifications  of  part  of  the  venous  system  of  this,  in  which,   however,   the  quantity  of 

the  scalp.     The  minuter  branches  contained  blood  abstracted  was  less,  and  no  unusual 

a  little  fluid  blood,  of  which,  however,  there  injury  was  inflicted  on  the  vein  ;  but  in  this 

was  a  very  small  quantity  in  the  whole  body,  also    phlebitis    ensued,  and   ended  ^fatally. 

No   pus  globules  could   be  traced  by  the  From   these  cases,   and  from   the  general 

microscope.     Deposits  of  pus  were  sought  results  of  his  experience,  he  believed  that 

for  in  the  several  large  organs  and  in  the  blcedmg  should  not  be  employed  in  cases  of 

muscles,  but  fruitlessly.  phlebitis. 

Mr.  Dabymple  related  n  case  in  some 
Dr.  James  Johnson  said  it  would  be  highly  measure  confirmatory  of  the  same  view, 
interesting  to  hear  the  opinions  of  the  many  which  was  still  partiidly  under  his  care.  It 
able  surgeons  then  present,  respecting  the  was  that  of  a  medical  student,  who  had  re- 
mode  of  treatment  belt  to  be  adopted  in  the  duced  himself  to  a  state  of  great  weakneia 
early  stages  of  phlebitis ;  whether,  he  par-  by  the  abstinence  and  energy  with  which  be 
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p«raiied  biflstadkt :  etttrng  meat  only  three 
times  a  week,  that  it  might  not  prevent  his 
application,  and  sitting  up  reading  till  two 
or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  In  the 
condition  which  theae  habits,  ttnked  with  an 
originally  veryjirritable  constitution,  brought 
on,  he  received  a  slight  ii^ory:  he  bad 
scratched  and  irritated  a  slight  ecaematons 
eruption  in  his  leg,  and  it  was  followed  bj 
swelling  in  the  groin,  and  phlebitis  of  the 
teins  of  the  leg  and  thi^.  He  was,  under 
the  care  of  a  physician,  treated  by  severe 
antiphlogistic  measures:  his  diet  was  ra- 
doced  to  the  lowest  quantity,  and  leeches 
repeatedly  applied,  and  reducing  measures 
were  administered.  By  these  means  he  was 
soon  brought  to  the  lowest  possible  stage  of 
debility ;  and  at  length,  from  the  typhoid 
state  which  came  on,  it  was  found  absolutely 
necessary  to  administer  cordials,  and  to  sup- 
port him.  A  deep  abscess  now  formed  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  thigh,  which  was  opened, 
the  incision  being  extended  through  the 
fascia,  and  a  quantity  of  matter  discharged : 
he  now  seemed  going  on  well,  but  some  days 
afterwards  hsemorrhage  to  a  considerable 
extent  took  place  from  the  opening  into  the 
abscess.  The  signs  of  phlebitis  now  again 
returned,  and  fresh  abscesses  formed  in  the 
course  of  the  veins  of  the  1^.  The  haemor- 
rhage was  removed  at  several  times,  but  was 
checked  by  pressure ;  on  one  day,  however, 
he  suddenly  lost  nearly  a  quart  of  blood  in  a 
very  short  time.  Mr.  Liston  and  Mr. 
Travers  being  then  called  in,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  tie  the  femoral  artery;  and  this 
being  done,  the  hiemorrhage  did  not  again 
return,  and  the  patient  again  began  to  rally 
and  to  make  progress.  He  went  on  well  tiU 
one  day  he  exerted  himself  too  much,  and 
moved  his  leg  about,  when  again  phlebitis 
came  on,  and  only  a  few  days  ago  a  large 
abscess  in  the  thigh  had  burst.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  seemed  in  so  much  more  fiivourable  a 
state,  that  recovery  might  fairly  be  antici- 
pated. The  whole  course  of  the  disease, 
however,  in  this  case  seemed  to  indicate 
clearly  that  reducing  measures  were  injurious ; 
and  he  could  not  but  think  that  had  the 
treatment  been  from  the  commencement 
more  calculated  to  support  the  strength  of 
the  patient,  the  result  would  have  been  much 
more  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Amott  said  he  could  not  agree  in  the 
condemnation  of  antiphlogistic  measures,  and 
especially  of  the  abstraction  of  blood,  for  he 
held  that,  in  a  certain  form,  that  measure 
was  the  most  advantageous  that  could  be 
employed  ;  and  indeed,  in  his  opinion,  the 
only  one  of  real  benefit.  Much  had  been 
said  of  the  tendency  of  phlebitis  to  occur  in 
the  debilitated  and  reduced,  and  especially 
in  those  who  had  suffered  from  large  losses 
of  blood.  Such  cases,  no  doubt,  did  occur  ; 
but  they  did  not  constitute  the  majority  of 
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to  the  memben  that,  alter  amputatioii,  pUe- 
bitis  is  much  more  common  in  the  ruati  ia 
which  the  operatioii  is  perfonned  directly 
after  an  acctdent  in  lolmat  and  preriooaiy 
healthy  peraons,  than  in  tfaoee  who  had  been 
previously  exhausted  by  loog-eontiinied  aero- 
ftilonsorotherdiaease.  He^udaeennmncroas 
proofs  of  this,  but  he  would  mentioii  only 
one :  a  lad,  15  years  old,  was  brou^tft  to  the 
hospital,  having  bad  his  kg  crasbed  hj  a  rafl- 
way-engine :  within  three  hooraof  me  aed- 
dent  he  amputated  the  thigh,  aiid  ftnmd  the 
femoral  vein  ahready  blocked  up  hy  coagalum. 
He  expressed  at  onoe  his  assnranee  that 
the  boy  would  have  phlebitia ;  and  be 
had,  and  died.  Hie  vein  had,  no  doobc, 
received  a  severe  injury  by  the  aoddent, 
and  inflammation  had  at  once  ooBBaenced 
in  it.  Now  it  was  contrary  to  all  that 
had  ever  been  taught,  and  to  what  daily 
experience  constantly  confirmed,  to  ima- 
gine that  cases  of  this  kind  should  he 
benefited  by  any  thing  but  antiphlogistic 
treatment :  but  he  would  make  a  distinction 
as  to  the  kind  of  bleeding  to  be  employed. 
He  did  not  believe  that  bleeding  from  the 
arm  was  generally  useful:  the  plan  to  be 
followed  was  to  apply  leeches  again  and 
again  over  the  inflamed  veins :  to  keep  the 
blood  constantly  flowing  firom  around  them. 
And  with  this  mode  of  treatment  the  admi* 
nistration  of  nourishment  was  not,  in  cases 
where  it  was  deemed  necsssary,  at  all  in- 
compatible:  the  two  measnrea  might  be 
employed  together  without  any  impropriety. 

With  respect  to  the  case  now  before  the 
Society,  he  regretted  the  author  waa  not  pre- 
sent, that  he  might  have  aaked  for  explana- 
tion  of  several  points  connected  with  it.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  doubts  wfaetber  it 
were  a  case  of  phlebitis  at  all ;  it  had  mther 
the  characters  of  inflammation  of  tho  lyaa- 
phatics;  and  he  should  Uketo  know  wheUicr 
any  of  the  collections  of  poa  had  been  &irly 
traced  to  have  connection  with  the  veina  of 
the  scalp. 

Dr.  Williamssaid  he  was  present  at  «  part 
of  the  examination  of  the  body,  and  he-could 
state  certainly  that  the  depoaita  of  lymph 
and  pus  were  traced  into  the  vdns.  The 
question  raised  to-night  with  referenoa  to  the 
connection  between  a  reduced  state  of  tike 
system  and  inflammation  of  the  veina*  was 
one  of  great  interest.  He  was  not  aware 
that  in  medicine  there  was  any  dsaa  of  caeca 
comparable  with  these  which  fell  under  the 
care  of  the  surgeon ;  unless,  indeed,  it  were 
those  of  dropsy  from  diseased  Iddneya  with 
albuminous  urine.  In  these,  in  which  it  waa 
well  known  that  the  blood  beoomes  grantly 
impoverished,  he  had  of  late  noticed  a  re- 
marksble  tendency  to  the  occurrence  of  dis- 
eaae  of  the  arteries  and  their  valves.  In  the 
last  six  cases  observed  at  St.  Thomas^  thia 
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had  been  tbo  cue ;   It  aeened  oertaifl  that  periuips  ahrtys,  tmt  «tin  generally,  cf  a 

before    the  dropsy  occurred,  and  keeping  reddish  oolonr,  and  sanioos. 

paoe  witib  tli^  impoverishing  of  the  blood.  Dr.  Ashwell  said  he  thought  that  hi  re- 

extensiTe  disease  had  been  going  on  inthelaige  lation  to  the  question  of  bleeding,  a  distinc 

arteries  and  the  aortic  valves.    The  author  tion  ought  to  be  made  between  cases  that 

had  alluded  to  his  having  regarded  this  case,  occur  from  any  accidental  injury,  or  from 

in  the  first  instance,  as  one  of  ordinary  ery-  any  other  traumatic  cause,  and  those  that 

sipelas :  he  (Dr.  W.)  thought  the  connection  come  on  as  if  spontaneously.     In  the  former 

of  the  two  diseases  a  subject  well  worthy  of  dass   he  had  no  doubt  blood- letting  was 

inquiry.     He  believed  that  it  was  held  by  highly  beneficial ;    but,  in  other  cases,  In 

M.  Velpeau  that  phlebitis  is  very  frequently  those,  for  example,  which  occurred  after  a 

coincident  with  erysipelas.  severe  labour,  he  had  never  seen  it  of  any 

The  President  said  there  was  no  doubt  of  value, 
the  fkct;  he  had  often  examined  cases  of  Mr.  Madhrain  said  it  appeared  to  him 
erysipelas,  in  which,  with  sloughing  of  the  that  there  was  a  certain  character  of  oonsti- 
subcutaneous  oeUular  tissue,  the  veins  were  tntion  common  to  all  cases  of  phlebitis,  with 
highly  inflamed.  With  reference  to  the  which  it  was  necessary  to  be  acquainted  be- 
occurrence  of  phlebitis  in  persons  in  pre-  fore  it  could  be  determined  what  treatment 
viously  good  hc»lth,  there  could  be  no  doubt  was  adapted  to  it.  It  was  diflScult,  perhaps 
that  it  was  a  common  occurrence.  When  impossible,  to  define  exactly  what  this  cha- 
he  was  a  student  at  St.  Creorge's  Hospital,  racter  was ;  but,  as  far  as  he  had  observed, 
it  was  the  custom  to  tie  Uie  vena  saphena  for  it  was  always  marked  by  a  want  of  power, 
varicose  veins  of  the  legs,  and  cases  of  phle-  He  should,  therefore,  not  be  inclined  to  adopt 
bitis  were  then  veiy  common.  The  opera-  active  antiphlogistic  measures;  and  he  almost 
tion  was  discontinued  partly  because  it  did  regretted  that  Mr.  Amott  should  have  given 
no  good ;  for  the  patients  used  to  come  the  weight  of  his  authority  to  the  almost  un- 
back  three  or  four  months  afterwards  with  limited  employment  of  local  bleeding.  He 
their  legs  as  bad  as  ever ;  and  he  believed  did  not  r^;ard  leeches  as  very  formidable 
that  all  the  good  it  did  for  the  short  time  was  things ;  but  he  doubted  whether  such  a  pro- 
only  owing  to  their  having  been  kept  in  bed.  Aue  employment  of  them  could  be  beneficial. 
But  the  chief  reason  for  giving  it  up  was.  In  children  especially  he  had  seen  them  pro- 
that  many  of  the  patients  had  severe  phle-  ductive  of  great  injury  when  so  extensively 
bitis  after  the  operation,  and  died.     Now  applied. 

these  were  all  people  in  previously  perfectly  Mr.  Rutherford  Alcock  said  his  experience, 

good  general  health.     In  many  of  these  he  which  had  been  ralher  considerable  in  cases 

remembered  blood-letting  was  employed  to  of  phlebitis  after  injuries  and  amputations, 

a  considerable  extent,  and  it  seemed  to  pro-  bad  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  there 

dnce   benefit  in  some  instances.     He  had  could  be  no  general  rule  laid  down  for  the 

himself,  when  assistant-suigeon,  at  the  sug-  employment  or  non-employment  of  bleeding, 

gestion    of   Mr.    Abemetiby,    divided    the  There  were  some  cases  in  which  the  disease 

aaphena  vein  in  a  healthy  man  for  a  varicose  assumed  all  the  characters  of  an  acute  and 

state  of  the  veins  of  the  leg.     In  this  case  active  inflammation,  with  a  foil  and  hard 

phlebitis  of  great  severity  came  on,  and  the  pulse,  and  high  inflammatory  fever.     In  all 

nan  was  largely  bled,  and  recovered.  these  he  had  fi'eely  employed  bleeding  with. 

Mr.  Amott  said  he  had  als)had  several  the  most  satisfactory  results.     But  there  were 

occasions  of  examining  cases  of  erysipelasi  other  cases  in  which  the  affection  from  its 

in  which  he  had  found  both  the  veins  and  very   commencement    assumed    a    typhoid 

the  lymphatics  of  the  part  highly  inflamed  character ;  and  in  these,  of  course,  no  bleed- 

and   filled  with  pus.    The  ease  related  by  ing  could  be  employed.     He  should  think 

Pr.  Sylvester,  he  must  still  remark,  differed  its  use  nothing  less  than  manslaughter.    The 

widely  from  ordinary  cases  of  phlebitis.  In  the  patient  must  in  these  cases  be  supported  by 

lirst  place,  its  origin  was  different ;  it  was  not  all  possible  means.     He  did  not  think  with 

usual  for  phlebitis  to  be  produced  by  the  Mr.  Madlwain  that  there  was  any  common 

irritation  of  a  pimple,  or  to  commence  with  character  m  those  affected  with  phlebitis ; 

m  alight  local  inflammation:   but  this  was  and  if  there  were,  and  it  could  not  be  defined, 

very  commonly  the  case  with  inflamma-  he  did  not  know  how  it  could  be  made  sub- 

tion  of  the  lymphatics.     In  the  second  place,  servient  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 

the  course  of  the  disease  was  dilTerent ;  phle-  Besides  the  extreme  cases  he  had  mentioned, 

bitis  almost  always  proceeded  siong  the  hu-ge  there  were  others  in  which  the   affection 

trunks  of  the  veins ;  this  had  gone  through  a  assumed  a  mixed  character ;  the  fever  was 

number  of  branches :  and,  lastly,  the  cha-  neither  typhoid  nor  acutely  inflammatory, 

racter  of  the  matter  discharged  was  different ;  but  something  between  the  two.     In  thne 

it  was  described  as  pure  laudable  pus ;  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  the  plan  recom- 

that     of    phlebitts    was    ordinarily,    not  mended  by  Mr.  Amott,  of  copious  local 
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bleeding,  to  be  tiie  most  beneficial  that 
could  be  adopted. 

Dr.  EUiotson  said  it  was  plain  that  in 
phlebitis,  as  in  most  other  diseases,  there 
were  some  cases  that  must  be  treated  in  one 
way,  And  others  that  required  just  the 
opposite  management.  His  own  experience 
imdoded  only  tJiiose  cases  in  which  the  disease 
had  oocorred  in  the  course  of  some  medical 
disorder  for  which  he  was  in  attendance  on 
the  patient ;  as  a  kind  of  accident,  therefore, 
to  some  other  disease.  In  all  these  he  had 
certainly  found  the  best  treatment  to  be  that 
of  supporting  the  patient ;  and  by  this  he 
meant,  j\pt  tiiat  which  was  commonly  con- 
founded with  it,  the  administration  of  stimu- 
lants, brandy,  wine,  and  so  on,  but  the  giving 
of  good  nutritious  food,  such  as  strong  beef- 
tea,  eg^,  and  other  things  of  that  class. 

Mr.  Macilwain  would  make  but  one  ob- 
servation in  reply  to  Mr.  Alcock.  It  was 
said  it  would  be  of  no  use  in  treatment  to 
know  what  was  the  peculiar  general  condi- 
tion on  which  these  diseases  depended.  The 
subject  was  too  long  to  be  entered  on  now, 
and  he  had  given  to  the  world  his  opinions 
as  to  what  these  general  conditions  were; 
•but  he  would  give  now  one  example  of  thdr 
application.  It  was  probably  generally 
known  and  agreed  upon  what  iritis  is;  that 
it  is  an  acute  inflammation:  now  when,  in 
cases  of  iritis,  oould  it  be  said, — ^this  case  de- 
pends on  suppressed  secretion,  or  other  <li8- 
order,  of  the  skin,  or  the  kidneys,  or  some 
other  organ,  and  when  that  secretion  is 
restored  the  iritis  will  disappear,  vrithout 
either  bleeding  or  any  other  part  of  the 
ordinary  treatment ;  and  if  these  prophecies 
were  repeatedly  fulfilled,  he  thought  it  was 
something  to  learn  the  real  condition  of  the 
system  on  which  these  diseases  depended. 
Numerous  cases  of  the  kind  were  constantly 
occurring  to  him,  and  he  had  long  invited 
the  attention  of  the  profession  to  them,  in 
which,  by  determining  what  organ  was  out 
of  order,  and  by  remedying  its  condition, 
these  local  inflammations  disappeared  as  cer- 
tainly and  as  speedily  as  tbey  ever  did  under 
the  ordinary  treatment  by  bleeding,  mercury, 
and  other  remedies  of  that  class. 


An  Account  qf  7\cq  Cases  qf  Imperforate 
Hymen.  By  Sir  B.  C.  Brodia,  Bart. 
F.R.S.  &c.  &r. 

The  author  was  induced  to  give  to  the 
Society  the  narrative  of  the  cases  in  question, 
not  so  much  in  consequence  of  any  thing 
unusual  in  the  cases  themselves,  as  from  a 
wish  to  awaken  attention  to  the  difference 
between  these  instances  oftrueimperforation 
of  the  hymen  and  such  as  are  usually  de- 
scribed as  belonging  to  the  same  category, 
but  which  are  in  reality  nothing  more  than 


cases  of  congenital  closure  of  the  vagina,  or 
accidental  a&esion  of  the  walls  of  that  esAal. 

The  President  hoped  aome  informalkm 
on  the  Bubjeet  would  be  affbrdod  by  the 
numerous  gentlemen  of  more  experience  in 
these  matters  than  himself,  iHiom  he  saw 
around  him. 

Dr.  Merriman  said  he  had  seen  two  eases 
of  imperforate  hymen.  The  first  waa  in  a 
girl  fifteen  years  old,  who  was  under  his  care 
with  the  late  Mr^  Chevallier.  The  case  was 
at  first  supposed  to  be  one  of  dosnre  of  the 
vagina,  but  on  a  careful  examinadon  thfere 
.  was  no  doubt  that  the  closure  waa  produced 
by  the  hymen.  At  his  request  Mr.  Clieval. 
tier  operated  on  the  patient,  making  a  crucial 
incision  through  the  hymen,  and  tbe  patjeot 
ultimately  did  well.  She,  however,  exhibited 
a  result  of  the  operation  which  had  occurred 
in  a  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Denman,  who 
particularly  alludes  to  the  danger  of  ita  oc- 
currence  after  these  operations;  she  had 
acute  peritonitis,  and  required  all  the  active 
treatment  for  that  disease.  The  other  case 
he  (Dr.  M.)  had  seen,  was  with  Sir  Clurtes 
Bell;  it  was  that  of  a  married  woman,  who 
had  never  menstruated ;  but  who,  after  mar- 
riage, finding  an  enlargement  of  the  abdo- 
men, thought  herself  pr^nant.  On  exami- 
nation, both  he  and  Sir  Charles  had  no 
doubt  that  the  hymen  was  imperforate ;  the 
latter  operated,  and  a  very  large  quantity  of 
menstrual  fluid  was  discharged,  llie  woman 
did  well,  and  had  since  beoi  pregnant,  and 
bore  a  living  child  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
manner.  It  was  remarkable  that  in  tiiis 
case,  though  she  had  been  married  nearly 
two  years,  neither  the  woman  nor  ber  hua- 
band  had  any  idea  of  any  unnatural  forma- 
tion existing.  Another  case,  somewhat 
similar  to  the  second  mentioned  in  the 
paper,  had  occurred  to  him,  in  which  the 
aperture  in  the  hymen  was  so  small  aa  to 
admit  only  a  small  probe ;  this  he  had  treated 
with  perfect  success  by  introducing  a  bougie 
daily,  and  gradually  increasing  the  siae  till 
he  had  msde  the  aperture  of  its  ordinary 
size. 

Dr.  Moore  said  he  knew  of  some  cases  of 
imperforate  hymen  similar  to  those  related, 
and  he  related  a  remarkable  case  that  >^^ 
been  communicated  to  him  by  Dr.  Munk. 
A  girl,  who  had  never  menstruated,  was 
treated  for  amenorrhoBa ;  at  length  a  swelling 
formed  in  her  abdomen,  and  gradually  l>e- 
came  so  large  that  she  could  only  walk  in 
a  very  constrained  stooping  posture.  One 
day  she  felt  something  give  way  in  her  ab- 
domen; and  in  two  or  three  days  after  died 
with  acute  peritonitis.  On  the  examination 
the  abdomen  was  found  to  contain  a  larve 
quantity  of  dbocolate-coloured  flui'd,  like 
menstrual  discharge,  which  had  proceeded 
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from  a  rtnt  in  the  right  fallo]rfan  tube.   The  APPRBNTICESHIP  SYSTEM. 

uterus  was  Tery  much  diBtended  and  aoft; 

and  contained  a  quantity  of  nmilau*  fluid.  

About  two  inchea  from  the  orifice  of  the        j^  f^g  Editor  qf  the  Medical  OatetU, 
▼agina  it  was  completely  dosed. 

Dr.  Aahweil  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  Sir, 

have  heard  of  the  imperforate  state  of  the  Tbb  Tury  able  article  on  the  apprentiesship 

hymen  being  to  rare  an  oocorrence.     He  system,  in  your  number  for  January  29,  and 

could  call  to  mind  four  cases  in  which  he  a  letter  on  the  ineans  of  impioving  the 

had  obaerfed  it.    He  could  confirm  what  finances  of  the  College  of  Physidans,  &c, 

Dr.  Merriman  had   stated  respecting  the  would   probably  convince    any  reasonable 

ooourrence  of  peritonitis  after  these  opera-  reader  of  the  necessity  of  a  medical  reform, 

tions,  and  could  add  that  it  was  more  likely  The  profession,   however,  whilst  they  are 

to  occur  after  operation  for  dosed  vagina  almost  unanimous  as  to  its  necessity,  fed 

than  after  that  for  imperforate  hymen.     He  strong  doubts  of  deriving  any  be^ffit  from 

mentioned  also  the  difficulty  that  commonly  such  bills  as   those  proposed '  by  Messrs. 

eiists  in  keeping  open  the  apertures  made  Warburton  and  Hawes.     Mr.  Wakley's  has 

through  the  vagina  in  the  operation  to  cure  not  yet  appeared,  and  some  wags  say  never 


its  closure  from  disease;  and  detailed  one  will;  they  suspect  that  the  Lancet  would  feel 

case  in  which,  after  a  second  operation  for  a  sad  felling  off  in  its  circulation,  should  It 

the  purpose,  fetal  peritonitis  ensued.  do  away  with  the  feverish  ezdtemcnt  of 

The  President  said  he  supposed  such  cases  hundreds    of   discontented    members    and 

were  more  common  than  he  had  been  led  to  students  of  the  profession,  who  week  after 

imagme,  from  the  statement  of  Dr.  Blunddl  week  purchase  the  said  publication,  sddy  in 

and  Sir  Charles  Clark  that  they  had  ndther  hopes  of  sedng  its  editor's  promised  bill, 

of  tiiem  met  with  a  case  of  the  kind.     He  and  the  laws  which  are  to  regulate  a  new 

had  seen,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  four  college. 

cases  of  dosnre  of  the  vagina,  which  are  With  the  great  number  of  licensing  bodies 
commonly  described  as  imperforate  hymen,  we  at  present  possess,  and  the  different  titles 
One  of  these  was  an  out-patient  of  St.  and  privileges  they  confer,  it  might  be  sup- 
George's  Hospital;  she  was  operated  on,  posed  that  all  the  good  desired  could  be 
but  she  would  not  come  into  the  hospital,  obtained  by  conferring  additional  powers,  or, 
and  at  her  own  home  she  very  narrowly  if  necessary,  compelling  one  of  the  ezisting 
escaped  death  from  peritonitis.  Another  institutions  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefol- 
was  also  in  the  hospital ;  and  soon  after  the  ness,  and  oblige  afi  persons  in  future  to 
vagina  had  been  punctured  symptoms  of  obtain  its  license  previous  to  practising 
acute  peritonitis  came  on,  and  she  died.  On  medicine  in  any  way,or  under  any  title  ~say, 
examination,  the  abdomen  was  found  to  con-  for  instance,  thtB  College  of  Physicians.  Let 
tain  a  large  quantity  of  menstrual  fluid ;  it  require  of  candidates  a  certificate  from  a 
but  there  was  no  rupture  of  the  uterus  or  medical  practitioner  of  having  studied  and 
fUlopian  tubes,  and  it  was  impossible  to  practised  pharmacy  under  his  direction  for 
explain  the  presence  of  the  fluid  in  the  ab-  the  period  of  two  years ;  then  of  having 
domen  except  by  supposing  that  it  had  attended  lectures,  dissections,  and  hospital 
passed  from  the  uterus  backwards  through  practice,  for  three  years,  on  sil  the  branches 
the  fallopian  tube.  at  present  required  by  the  Apothecaries' 

Dr.  Elliotson  related  a  case  of  imperforate  Company,  and  College  of  Surgeons ;  after 

hymen,  that  was  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospitd ;  this  let  him  be  examined,  and  if  he  prove 

and  another  in  which  a  woman,  who  had  no  competent,  grant  him  his  license  to  practise 

trace  whatever  of  vagina,  had  been  married  medicine,    surgery,    and    midwifery  ;    and 

for  some  time  without  either  her  husband  or  further,  to  dispense  his  own  prescriptuxns, 

herself  having  any  idea  -that  she  was  ill-  and  supply  medicines,  andallmedicdappli- 

formed.     She  had  been  under  his  care  for  ances  (ordered  by  himsdf)  to  his  patients, 

amenorrhoea    before    marriage ;   and    after  Call  this  person  a  licentiate  of  medicine  and 

marrying  she  came  to  him  again,  saying  that  surgery,  and  let  his  license  give  him  power 

she  had  still  not  been  ever  unwell.     On  ex-  of  presenting  himself  ten    years  after  he 

amination,  no  appearance  of  vagina  could  be  obtained  it,  or  at  any  period  after  that,  for 

found.     Mr.  Henry  Cline,  who  saw  the  pa-  another  examination,  conferring  on  him  the 

tient  with  him,  made,  at  his  request,  an  in-  title  of  doctor,  and  retaining  the  same  privi- 

dsion  in  the  direction  of  the  vagina,  but  leges  as  formerly.   Thus  there  would  be  two 

without  finding  any  carity.    The  operation  grades  in  the  profession,  which  I  do  not 

was  performed  a  secOtad  time,  the  indsion  view  with  horror,  especially  as,  according  to 

being  carried  as  deep  as  it  could  be  with  the  above,  it  would  only  be  the  junior  Ucen- 

safety,  but  still  no  vagina  could  be  found ;  tiate  and  senior  doctor :  neither  should  keep 

and  it  seemed  therefore  probable  that  none  an  open  shop,  or  sdl  drugs  he  did  not  him* 

whatever  existed.  self  prescribe,  whilst  the  chemist  or  druggist 
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should  be  a  tradesman  only,  not  even  pre- 
scribing in  his  own  shop  :  the  latter  might 
be  made  effectual  by  empowering  any  magis- 
trate to  inflict  a  penalty  of  j^«>  on  the  offender, 
half  of  which  should  go  to  the  informer. 

Some  medical  men  are  of  opinion,  with 
Shakspeare,  that  there  is  nothing  in  a  name. 
I  think  differently,  and  would  hope  some 
day  to  possess  a  more  intelligible  title,  ^e 
inconvenience  of  which  1  felt  last  sunmiea^as 
follows : — Being  on  a  diligence  from  Paris 
to  Calais,  I  got  into  conversation  with  a 
Frenchman,  who  asked  me  my  profession. 
I  told  him  I  was  a  **  Praticien  General ;'' 
immediately  after  which  I  saw  him  adjust- 
ing his  coat  pockets  safely  under  his  nates ; 
he  dropped  all  conversation,  and,  as  I  sup- 
pose, took  me  for  a  practising  member  of 
the  swell  mob,  which  idea  my  ambiguous 
title  might  well  suggest :  in  fact,  nothing  can 
puzzle  a  foreigner  more  than  our  medical  in- 
stitutions. 

If  you  think  the  above,  or  any  part  of  it, 
worth  publishing,  by  giving  it  insertion  you 
would  greatly  oblige, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Argus. 
Feb.  18th,  1841. 


CLAUSES  PROPOSED  TO  BE  INSERTED 

IN  THB 
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7b  the  Bdiior  ^f  the  Medical  GoMette. 

Sir, 
I  BEO  you  will  do  the  question  of  Poor 
Law  Medical  Relief  the  justice  to  correct 
the  announcement  at  the  close  of  your  Isst 
number,  headed  *'  Reform  Deputations/' 

The  conference  with  Lord  John  Russell 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  "  Medical  Re- 
form."  libe  gentlemen  whose  names  you 
mentioned,  and  Mr.  Ceeley  on  the  part  of 
the  Provincial  Association,  waited  on  his 
Lordship  to  request  him  to  introduce  cer- 
tain provisions  for  regulating  Medical  Re- 
lief, into  the  Bill  now  passing  through  Par- 
liament for  the  continuimce  of  the  Poor 
Lsw  Commission. 

Lord  John  replied,  that  until  he  saw 
the  precise  measure  on  which  the  pro- 
fession had  decided,  and  had  consulted  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  he  could  give  no 
positive  answer,  but  that  if  a  clear  and 
intelligible  set  of  propositions  were  sub- 
mitted to  him,  he  would  inform  the  deputa- 
tion of  his  intentions  regarding  them. 

Accordingly,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  Ceely  and  myself,  as  delegates 
from  the  Provincial  Medical  Association, 
conferred  with  Dr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Farr, 
as  representing  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  agreed  on  recommending  the 
series  of  clauses  which  I  now  inclose ;  and 


which  I  solidt  yon  to  publish  in  tlie  next 
Gazkttb. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfonrd  and  Mr.  Wakky 
have  conciured  in  forwarding  these  danaes 
to  Lord  John  Russell,  who  it  is  bdieved 
will  refuse  a  *<  Medical  Director;"  and 
since  the  consent  of  the  crown  is  necewary 
before  making  such  a  proposition,  it  cannot 
be  moved  for  in  committee  if  his  locddbip 
withhold  assent.  In  that  case,  however, 
it  will  become  doubly  important  to  endea- 
vour to  procure  the  enactment  of  the  other 
clausea,  substituting  the  present  com- 
missioners for  the  proposed  director,  and 
omitting  also  the  tenth  clause,  which,  with- 
out a  medical  director,  would  be  needless. 

Probably  in  a  fortnight  or  three  w<eeka 
these  clauses  will  be  submitted  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  If  the  little  time  that  re- 
mains for  action  be  well  employed  by  the 
profession,  tome  parliamentary  support  may 
be  obtained. 

The  question  is  so  perfectly  distinct  from 
the  agitation  on  Medical  Reform,  that  I 
trust  the  corporations  and  their  friends  will 
be  prompt  in  petitioning  for  the  adoption 
of  these  clauses,  and  in  securing  paxliamentary 
votes  in  their  favour. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  RUUSET. 

Gloucester,  Feb.  15, 1641. 

1.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shaU  be 
lawful  for  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs,  and  suc> 
cessor,  by  warrant  under  the  Royal  Sign 
Manual,  to  appoint  one  fit  person,  being  a 
physician  or  a  surgeon  lawmUy  qualified  to 
practise  in  physic  or  surgery,  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  ten  years  to  superintend  all 
matters  concerning  the  medical  relief  of  the 
poor  in  England  and  Wales,  under  the  au- 
thority and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  to  be  styled, 
''  Hie  Poor  Law  Medical  Director  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales;"  and  also  from  tinoe  to 
time,  at  pleasure,  to  remove  such  medical 
director  ;  and  upon  any  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  medioed  director  to  appoint  some  other 
such  person  to  the  same  office :  and  all  mles, 
orders,  and  r^;ulations,  relating  to  medical 
relief  shall  be  sealed  or  stamped  with  the 
common  seal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
and  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  and 
be  received  in  evidence  in  like  manner  with 
other  orders,  rules,  and  regulations,  sealed 
or  stamped  with  the  said  seal. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  Director,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  shall,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  proceed  with  all  ooa- 
venient  dispatch  to  take  into  consideration 
the  size  and  population  of  every  district  for 
the  administration  of  medical  relief  through- 
out England  and  Wales  to  be  committed  to 
the  charge  of  a  medical  officer,  in  order  to 
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settle  the  extent  and  boundaries  thereof  upon  behalf  of  any  person  sick  or  suffering  from 

the  scheme  following;  that  is  to  say,  that  no  bodily  injury,  whose  name  shall  at  the  time 

district  shall  include  a  larger  population  than  of  such  apptication  be  upon  the  said  List, 

ten  thousand  persons : —  shall  forthwith  afford  to  such  sick  or  injured 

That  districts  of  greater  area  than  eight  person*  the  necessary  medical  relief, 

thousand  acres  shall  not  include  a  population  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  on  or  befora 

of  more  than  four  thousand  persons.  th^lsaid              day  of      «                in  every 

That  districts  of  greater  area  than  one  ye|Li*  the  guardians  of   every    Poor    Law 

thousand  acres  shall  not  include  a  population  U^on  shall  fix  and  determine  for  the  ensuing 

of  more  than  six  thousand  persons.  year,  within  the  limits  specified  in  thesohedule 

That  districts  of  area  less  than  one  thou-  mSy:J^edAhereuntoannexed,andsubjectto  the 

sand  acres  may  ^ntain  a  population  not  apj^roval  of  the  Poor  Law  midical  director, 

exceeding  ten  thousand  persons.  add  subject  also  to  the  several  augmentations 

And  that  the  medical  directors  shall  within  hcffeinafter  designated,  the  sum  or  amount 

three  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act  com-  of  remuneration  to  be  paid  to  each  medical 

plete  the  regulation  of  all  districts  throughout  officer  appointed  to  attend  such  Union,  or 

England  and  Wales,  and  submit  the  schemes  any  district  or  separate  parish  thereof,  for 

thereof,  specifying  the  extent  and  boundaries  every  individual  on  the  Medical  Pk&uper  List ; 

and  population  of  all  such  districts,  to  one  and  the  sum  or  amount  of  remuneration  so 

of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  and  fixed  and  determined  by  the  said  guardians 

such  scheme  shall  be  laid  before  both  Houses  and  approved  by  the  said  director  shall  be 

of  Parliament  within  six  weeks  after  the  re-  augmented  in  the  following  ratio  ;  that  is  to 

ceipt  of  the  same  by  such  principal  Secretary  say,  whenever  the  area  of  the  parish  which 
of  State,  if  Parliament  be  then  sitting,  or  if    such  medical  officer  may  be  appointed  to 

Parliament  be  not  then  sitting,  then  within  attend  shall  exceed  one  tliousand  acres,  and 

six  weeks  after  the  next  meeting  thereof.  be  less  than  eight  thousand,  the  amount  of 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  on  or  before  such  augmentation  shall  be  equal  to  one- 
the  day  of  next,  after  the  fourth  part  of  the  said  sum  or  amount  of  re- 
passing of  tUs  Act,  the  Guardians  of  the  muneration,  and  to  two-fourth  parts  thereof 
Poor  of  every  Union  shall,  for  each  parish  when  the  area  of  such  parish  shall  contain 
belonging  to  such  Union,  cause  to  be  pre-  eight  thousand  acres  and  upwards, 
pared  a  list  to  be  called  the  Medical  Paupers'  And  in  addition  to  this  angmentetion, 
List,  which  shall  contain  the  names  of  all  poor  according  to  the  extent  of  the  parish,  a  fur- 
persons  residing  in  such  parish,  who  at  the  ther  augmentation  shall  be  made  aooording 
time  above  spedfied  are  in  the  actual  receipt  to  the  distance  in  the  case  of  every  parish 
of  out-door  parochial  relief  of  any  description ;  which  shall  not  contain  the  phice  of  residence 
and  to  these  names  shall  be  added  on  the  of  the  medical  officer  appointed  to  attend  it ; 
same  list  the  names  of  any  other  individuals  that  is  to  say,  fbr  every  mile  of  distance  from 
of  the  same  parish  not  in  the  actual  receipt  the  residence  of  such  medical  officer  to  the 
of  parochial  relief;  but  for  whom  the  said  nearest  boundaryoftheparish  he  is  appointed 
Guardians  might  be  willing  to  provide  medi-  to  attend,  he  shall  receive  a  further  augmen- 
cal  relief  in  the  event  of  sickness  or  bodily  tation  equal  to  one-fourth  part  of  the 
ailment,  or  injury  from  accident,  or  other-  amount  of  remuneration  fixed  and  deter- 
wise.                                                                'mined  as  aforesaid;  such  diltacce  to    be 

And  on  the  said            day  of  computed  in  all  cases  by  the  course  of  the 

in  each  succeeding  year  the  said  guardians  accustomed  highway, 

shall  revise  and  amend  the  several  Medical  6.  And  be  it   enacted,  That  if  in  any 

Pauper-Liste  of  their  Union  by  erasing  the  parish  belonging  to  a  Poor  Law  Union,  any 

name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  poor   person   whose  name  is   not  on  the 

who  may  be  deceased  or  have  quitted  the  medical  pauper  list  of  such  parish,  shall  be 

parish,  or  have  been  removed  into  a  work-  seized  with  sickness  or  sustain  bodily  injury, 

house,  or  for  whom  the  said  guardians  intend  so  as  to  render  medical  assistance  necessary, 

no  longer  to  provide  medical  relief,  and  by  it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  relieving  officer  or 

adding  at  their  discretion  the  names  of  such  overseer  of  such  parish,  or  for  any  justice  of 

other  poor  persons  only,  residing  in  the  the  psaoe,  to  grant  to  such  poor  person  an 

parish,  as  shidl  not  be  then  sick  or  suffering  order  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  medical 

from  bodily  injury,  and  for  whom  the  said  officer  appointed  to  attend  such  parish,  which 

guardians  intend  to  provide  medical  relief  order  shall  be  in  force  during  three  calendar 

when  necessary.  months  from  the  date  thereof,  and  upon  the 

And  the  said  guardians  shall,  as  soon  as  receipt  of  such  order  the  said  medical  officer 

possible  after  the  preparation  and  revision  of  shall  promptly  afford  to  the  said  sick  or 

the  said  Lut,  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  injured  person  the  necessary  medical  relief, 

medical  officer  appointed  to  attend  the  parish  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  until  the  patient 

to  which  it  refers,  and  such  medical  officer  shall  be  recovered  in  the  said  term  of  three 

on  application  being  made  to  him  by  or  on  calendar  months  expired ;  provided  that  if 
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the  patient  shaU  not  be  reeorered  at  the 
ezpiratioii  of  the  aaid  period  of  three  calendar 
months,  a  new  order  ahall  be  obtained. 

And  as  a  remnneration  to  the  said 
medical  officer  for  snch  casual  attendances, 
he  shall  in  addition  to  his  odier  lemunCTa- 
tion  of  whatever  kind,  reoeiYe  for  every  sudi 
order  a  sum  double  the  amount  of  the  afore- 
said sum,  and  of  any  augmoitation  thereof, 
to  be  paid  for  every  individual  on  the  medical 
pauper  list  of  the  parish,  in  which  any  such 
casual  attendance  may  occur :  Provided 
always,  that  in  dtiea  and  towns  containing  a 
population  of  more  than  ten  thousand  per- 
sons, the  sum  to  be  paid  for  every  such 
order  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  as  afore- 
said, within  the  limits  of  the  schedule  B, 
hereunto  annexed. 

6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  or  before 
the  said  day  of  ,  in  every 
yeac,  the  guardians  of  every  Poor  Law  Union 
shall  fix  and  determine  for  the  ensuing  year 
within  the  limits  specified  in  the  schedule 
marked  C,  hereunto  annexed,  and  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Director,  the  sum  or  amount  of  remuneration 
to  be  paid  to  the  medical  officer  app<finted  to 
attend  any  workhouse  belonging  to  the  said 
Union  :  Provided  always,  that  the  amount  of 
such  remuneration  shall  depend  upon  the 
average  weekly  nimibers  of  inmates  of  such 
Union  Workhouses. 

7.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  by  virtue  of 
any  order  to  be  hereafter  made  by  the  Poor 
Law  Medical  Director,  the  guardians  of  any 
Union  shall  think  proper  to  provide  medi- 
cines and  other  necessaries  appertuning  to 
medical  relief,  for  the  uses  of  the  pauper 
patients  of  their  Union,  paying  competent 
persons  to  prepare  and  di^iense  the  same, 
and  appointing  medical  officers  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  attending  and  prescribing  for  the 
poor  of  the  Union  who  may  be  sick  or  suffer- 
ing from  bodily  injury ;  tbe  said  guardians 
shall  in  such  caMt  deduct  one-half  from  the 
remuneration  to  be  paid  to  the  medical 
officer,  exchisLve  of  and  without  affecting  the 
augmentation  made  as  aforesaid,  on  account 
of  the  extent  of  any  parish,  or  the  distance 
of  such  parish  from  his  residence. 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  on  or  before  the 
aforesaid  day  of  in  every 
year,  the  Guardians  of  every  Poor  Law  Union 
shall  fix  and  determine,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Director, 
the  amount  of  remuneration  to  be  paid  to 
any  Medical  Officer,  appointed  to  attend 
such  Union  or  any  District  thereof,  for  attend- 
ing any  poor  woman  in  childbirth,  whether 
she  be  an  inmate  of  a  workhouse  or  not. 

Pjrovided,  however,  that  if  such  Medical 
Officer  be  called  upon  to  attend  any  such 
poor  woman  in  Idbonr,  at  the  instance  or 
during  the  attendanee  of  any  female  midwife 
empl^ed  or  paid  for  such  attendance  by  the 


said  Guardiaiis,  he  riudl  receive  for  every 
snch  attendance  the  sum  spedfied  in  tiie 
schedule  marked  D,  hereunto  annexed. 

9.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Medical 
Officers  of  every  District,  shall,  on  or  before 
the  dqr  of  in  every,  yesr 

after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  transmit  to  the 
Medical  Director  a  District  Report,  stating 
thenumbers  of  persons  who  shall  have  receiTeil 
Medical  Relief  during  the  preceding  yesr 
without  his  District,  the  expenses  of  such 
relief,  and  the  proportions  and  maBner  io 
which  such  expenses  have  been,  or  wiU  be,  de- 
frayed ;  the  distance  of  his  own  plaoeof  aliode 
from  the  most  remote  inhabited  part  of  hit 
District,  and,  if  he  shall  not  reside  therrin, 
in  addition  to  such  particulars  as  aibre- 
said,  the  distance  of  his  place  of  abode  tram 
the  nearest  inhabited  part  of  such  District, 
and  all  such  other  matters  as  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  Director,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  by  their  orders, 
shall  from  time  to  time  require  to  be  included 
in  such  District  Report,  for  which  he  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Guardians  the  sum  of  one  Gidnea. 
And  that  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Director 
shall  once  in  every  year  prepare  a  Ckaersl 
Report,  comprising  the  snbstsnce  of  sndi 
District  Reports,  and  all  proceedingB  re- 
lating to  medical  relief  in  such  yeer,  and 
causesueh  General  Report  to  be  annexed  to 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
submitted  therewith  to  one  of  the  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  laid  therewith  before 
both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

1 0.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  medical 
officer  appointed  to  attend  any  union,  or  dis- 
trict, or  pariah,  or  workhouse  thereof,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  administer  medical 
relief  to  any  poor  person,  within  the  said 
union,  district,  parish,  or  wortihottae,  entitled 
to  such  relief,  under  this  act,  he  sbaQ  forfrtt 
his  appointment,  on  sufficient  evidence  of 
such  refusal  or  neglect  being  fbmlriied  to 
the  medical  director  who  shall  adjndicate 
thereon. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  schedules 
marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  hereinbefore  men« 
tioned,  and  annexed  hereunto,  shall  eeverally 
continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  three  years 
after  the  passing  of  this  act.  And  it  shall 
be  unlawful  for  the  guardians  of  any  Poor 
Law  Union  to  attempt,  by  advertiaenoent  or 
other  public  notification,  or  in  any  nuumer 
whatsoever,  to  obtain  tenders  or  offers 
relating  to  the  remuneration  specified  in  this 
act,  to  be  given  for  the  performanoe  of  the 
duties  of  medical  officers,  or  to  be  recxived 
under  any  contract  made,  or  to  be  mstde. 
according  to  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  the  Sesrfon  of  the 
third  and  fourth  yean  of  the  Reign  of 
Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  «•  As 
Act  to  Extend  the  Piuctfca  of  Vaecinnlaon." 
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12.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  person  The  next  point  to  which  I  would  briedy 

.  shall  hereafter  be  eligible   to    receive    the  refer  ia  the  declaration  on  the  part  of  yonr 

appointment  of  medical  officer  of  any  dia-  comspondent  that,  idieraaa  some  years  ago 

tnct  not  being  duly  quaUfied  to  practise  as  he  was  as  conversant  with  minute  anatomy 

a  surgeon  and  physician,  or  as  a  surgeon  and  with  chemistry  as  with  his  own  name, 

and  apothecary,  unless  he  shall  be  in  actual  he  is  wholly  unprepared  to  answer  questions 

practice  as  a  surgeon  or  apothecary  at  the  on  those  subject*  now.     I  maintain  that  if 

time  of  passing  this  act,  and  that  no  person  he  realty  have  been  to  great  a  proficient  in 

shall  be  so  eligible  until  he  shall  have  been  those  sciences,  even  though  he  may  in  the 

in  surgical   or  medical  practice  for  three  course  of  years  have  forgotten  them  in  part, 

y®*"^'  a  few  weeks'  application  would  rcilt  him  for 

Schedules  to  tehieh  these  elauHs  refer,  ^  ****  purposes  of  examination.     That  he 

/  A\   M^*  1       *v      «»                      ^1^      ,  should  so  entirely  have  foreotten  his  Latin 

J.  .                                         *«^«wu  i au|M:r  g^^^  ^^  ^  ^y  oi/.nton  to  ppovc  that  his 

/m  v»f  i«^.  »i.««  A^     ^              i.1.      c  knowledge  of  it  can  never  have  been  very 

Jlh^                            """^  P'*"'-  "  ^8°°"  "'^'"  °°°  ««=^  1«''^ 

(C)  Not  less  than  4..  6d.  Dor  more  th.n  l^T^T  JH" J^^^'  ■  "^  ^'Jl^ 
g»^m^       v'1-1    i*.^!                       11  *"*  1*"^  of  naedujal  exammatioos,  as  to  the 

„"uiL^ irr."^  "' '''  "''"*'  '""'  '- ^T  wMch  society  U  .^en.edta  ^^ 

(D)  One  guinea,  and  in  addition  to  the  f  Ji^T  ~7"r*  1     i  "^ '•"►'*^*.i?"* 

same  18.   6d^  for  every   mUe  of  distance  u^*i^^?,.  T^T  V" ''""'*'"  *^" 

»   .           «.u^     1          u       *.v    ^«     **«»wcM**.o  jj^^j  should  bo  exempted  from  an  examma- 

oetween  ine  place  wnere  the  patient  is  and     4,:^_   :«  i ^  •  j  i       ^i    j-  » 

the  r^idence^of  the  medical  olcer^ ri.5,t^'"w"Zr(^:^;''lnd"i:::? 

^^^T^T^^T  ,,«^,«  .  ,  ~^  ^^  ™*y  ^^  'jold  in  store  for  us.     Ma*- 

FOREICN  MEDICAL  DEGREES.  nanimoily.-perhaps  rather  naiwdy,-^. 

,    _ ,.         -""7"  ,^  ,  tainly  not  quite  un-Irishly,  doth  he  ex- 

To  the  Edttor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  claim :  "  let  the  iniquities  of  the  past  be 

Sir,  buried    in    oblivion,    bat    most    careAiUy 

In  your  journal  of  last  Saturday  is  a  letter  guarded  against  in  fi&ture  enactments."     So 

on  the  subject  of  foreign  degrees,  which,  that  those  who  have  persisted  in  practising 

being  a  foreign  graduate  myself,  I  feel  called  medicine  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  Col- 

upon  hastily  to  analyze.     In  the  first  place,  lege,  are  at  length  to  be  rewarded  for  their 

I  must  be  allowed  to  observe  that  your  cor-  patient  perseverance  in  error  1     And  our 

respondent  has  not  acted  over  prudently  in  Giessen  M.D.  has  even  the   assurance    to 

confessing  himself   to   have    graduated  at  talk  of  the  **  rights  enjoyed"  by  him  and  by 

Giessen,  a  degree  from  which  university  is,  others  similarly  qualified  (?)   for  practice  ; 

as  a  general  rule,  regarded  with  some  Uttle  >s  if  continuance  in  error  constituted  pre- 

suspicion  by  the  professors  at  least  of  the  scriptive  right. 

Saxon  and  Prussian  universities.  During  Finally,  your  correspondent  has  attacked 
my  residence  at  one  of  the  last- mentioned  the  contemplated  measure  of  the  College 
schools,  I  well  recollect  the  amusement  upon  the  ground  of  its  inexpediency,  as 
created  amongst  a  coterie  of  mature  medical  being  productive  of  retaliative  measures 
students  by  the  sudden  elevation  of  an  elderly  abroad.  On  this  ground  you  appear  not 
Greek  student  to  the  rank  of  M.  D.  At  the  whoUy  disinclined  to  agree  with  him.  I 
nniversity  of  which  I  am  speaking,  and  at  know  the  continent  well,  and  it  is  my  firm 
which,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  he  re-  belief  that  not  a  single  English  physician 
sided,  our  worthy  Hellenist  had  not  the  woald  be  allowed  to  practise  in  any  oon- 
slightest  chance  of  graduating,  for,  in  one  tinental  city  whatsoever,  if  such  indulgence 
word,  of  medicine'  he  had  learnt  nothing,  were  not  deemed  by  the  local  authorities  to 
Another  university,  however,  proved  less  be  an  additional  inducement  to  English 
scrupulous,  and,  in  return  for  the  usual  fees  fiunilies  to  reside  there,  and  thus  to  deposit 
and  three  paltiy  exercises  on  medical  sub-  there  a  portion  of  their  wealth.  In  what 
jects,  TRAN8CRIBKD — not  compossd^  by  the  continental  town  is  a  graduate  ever  con- 
candidate,  he  received  a  formal  diploma  of  suited  by  the  British  stationary  inhabitants, 
M.  D.  This  not  inflexible  school  was  no  unless  it  be  by  the  very  poor,  whom  he  will 
other  than  Gtsiten.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  probably  have  to  bestow  something  more 
that  the  above  stoi^,  so  far  from  being  ex-  than  a  mere  prescription  upon  ?  In  fact, 
Rggerated,  falls  short  of  the  real  flagrance  of  the  permission  to  practise  in  foreign  coun* 
the  case,  although  I  by  no  means  wish  it  be  tries,  if  the  English  practitioner  is  fortunate 
inferred  fn>m  it  that  all  graduates  from  enough  to  obtain  one,  refers  always  and  ex- 
Giessen  have  been  treated  with  equal  indnl-  dusivety  to  his  own  countrvmen.  Let,  then, 
gence.  the  College  be  similarly  mdulgent  towards 
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MR.  CHILDS  IN  ANSn'ER  TO 


MB.  CHALK.  A  TABLE  OJ  MORTAUTT  POE  THE 

[We  knc  ncdred  Mr.  ChiUi'   (econd  METROPOLIS, 

^tetter,  ^reptla't^'^rm  UmiU:     We  Shewing  tbe  Nonber  of  Dada   fren    .H 

Rite,  iKWCTCT,  two  atncta,  whkb  GOatui  C«»**   ™gbt«w!  in  Dk  Woi,  (uliiis 

■U  that  ippoui  to  u  aMstiiL]  Satardaf,  tlie  Gth  Febtavy,  IMl. 

intiie»eMoinrfiB3BiwM«ppoint«d,br  m^JJ".::::::::::::".".".".::::".".:::;".::".::  J| 

tlie   Mcdicsl     Bowii    in     London,     HooaC'  Wrirlilini  V  T  i "  i ! " ! !  11! !  [ ! ! ! '  i  i  i !  i ! !  ■ " !     10 

Snrgcon  to  thii  loMitDtion.  dnring   which     Hooping  Cwigh ST 

time  it  appew*  Mr.    Chalk   haa    thooght    ^S^ '," ''■".'.'.'.'.".''.'.■.'.l^lli'.r.r.ll     ■ 

proper  to  acciue  roe  of  MoUhk  from  him  the  niurtiaa  '.!."!!!"!!!' !!"'""!!""!"      ■ 

tillU  knowledge  bepowtiwd  on  the  ptcnli-    Dnnierr  ■ 

aritin  and  Inatmait  of  certain   affectioiu     ^^jjj^" • 

which  haTc  come  uiideT  bii  notice;  bnt  I  i^pdn,    ,,.'11 ",'.!",. '.'.','.l".l"liiliillll     j| 

denjr,  in  tale,  that  an;  obaarMion  of  hii     Erynpelai  t 

erer  aened  to  enlighten  mj  Tirwi  reapecdng     SJf^^h.*!; a 

the  tre-tn«.t  of  «rrofnk™  aiTectio™;     on  S^^S^^-^i^:siiii^^9^^::   l» 

the  eontrarj,    tttej  alwafi  appojed  to  me  tMaeaaa ofthe  Uuca,  and  aU^Oiguaaf 

theoretical  and  n^nair.  Raaj^iabop   .                                                  "* 

I  beg  leaTe  to  lUte,  that  Mr.  Chalk  ia  in. 

debted  to  me  for  mangr  of  the  Tiewi  whidi  be  IMhuc*  air  Ibe'KidneTt,  lie.  . 
poaaeaaca  on  tfaii  aabject. 


poanan  oo   uua   aaujecL,        j  wvoia   not     nrmrian  rirorm 
airoganUy  aaaert  them  aa  original,  but  de-    IHitawa  oTuinai 


riTed  from  the  practice  and  long  eiperienee     Kbeamatiam  — 
'  a  zealoni  and  bononred  member  of  the    JJjaeaaei  of  Jointi 


VlciT   . 


profeaaion,   one  who   haa  long   ■  

nnmbered  with  the  dead*.  biMMg  of  aJniAc!.'!.'.' ■'■'■■  !.""!."."I."."      \ 

I  do  not  recollect  ever  haTing  ten  mmatei*    SJ!™" '^S'^^J  ^~'  'i? 

ji i.i.  M.   rn—ii.  ™.  ti ■  ■     .     Old  Afe  or  Natnial  Decay 71 

cooTeraati^  with  Mr.  Chalk  on  the  nlqect  D„n,;  i,  viotence,  Prtrtboa,  or  lotwnpe- 

of  Ks-battung :   niir  lufomutum  haa  been       raiKe   II 

denied  from  a  nlent  but  cloae  attention  to     Canaea  not  ipeciflHl    4 

aL^^    °°    ^"^^    conatitntiona    and     p^n.,  frem  all  C^n« "» 

Mr.  Chalk  atatrg,  that  he  had  riiown  me  METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Hr.    Conlaon'i    letter;    that    I    promiied  _ 

-cretT  in  ererrthing  that  related  piifeaaion-  KtplclEauot<TO«.L«htudfil''Z7  52"  JV. 

ally  to  thii  Hunter  of  hia  age,  and  admitted  io«^h«fc  0°  3' 61"  W.  qf  GmniHek. 

that  1  had  been  reqneated  bj  Mr,  Coolaon  ^^            TaaaMowrraa.  Babombth. 

to  fnnurfi  him  with  a  report  of  particular  WedneadaTlO     ftnn  Mlo  ao        W^  to  lg-« 

caH9    nnder  hia  care.      Now  ererr  one  of  Tbarwiay  .11               »       »        NTa      M-W 

"--■■-"■""'^-'■'■^'-  SiSJ.,:!!      S  S    SS  SS 
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LBCTURB8  membranes,  as  it  occurs  in  adnlts,  presents 

two  periods,  which  are  marked  by  different 

^^  '"'  symptoms,  and  in  most  instances  are  very 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF      distinctly  observable.     In  the  firet  period 

PH  Y^ir  ^^*  •™  called  symptoms  o(  excitement  prc- 

rn  I  oiv.,  dominate  ;   the  functions  of  the  oipm  are 

Delivered  at  King*9  College,  London,         exaggerated  as  well  as  disordered  :   in  the 

^     —.  second  period  those  symptoms  appear  which 

By  Dr.  WATSON.  ^^  comprised    under    the  term  collapse. 

Sometimes  these  two  periods,  instead  of  fol- 

Lbctuks  XXIII.  lowing  each  other,  are  more  or  less  mixed 

**  ^    ,  and  confounded  together.     But  the  distinc- 

Aeute  and  general  infammaium  qf  the  en-    ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  requires  to  be  attended  to. 

cephalon.    PeHod  of  excitement.    Modee        pgriod  qf  excitement.-— The  symptoms 

in    which  the  dieeaee    mag  commence.     ^^^  characterize  the  period  of  excitement. 

Period  of  collapse.      Treatment.     I>e-    ^^  ^^  ^f  ^^  j,g^j^  often  intense  and  deeply 

lirivm  tremens.  seated,  or  extending  over  a  large  part  of  it ;  a 

AcuTB  inflammation  does  sometimes  appear    gense  of  constriction  across  the  forehead  ; 

to  invade  at  once  the  whole  of  the  parts  that    throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries ;  flushing 

are  lodged  within  the  skull;  or,  beginning    of  the  face;  injectionof  the  eyes,  which  have 

in  one  part,  it  extends  rapidly  to  all  the  rest,     a  wild  and  brilliant  look  ;  contraction  of  the 

As  fhe  contents  of  the  cranium  are  called,     pupils ;  preternatural  sensibility  to  external 

collectively,  the  encephalon,  so  the  disorder    impressions,  amounting  frequently  to  impa- 

which  I  am  about  to  consider  has  been  named    tience  of  light,  and  of  sound ;  violent  deli- 

eneephalitie.     It  is  an  unoopth  appellation,    num ;  want  of  sleep  ;  paroxysms  of  general 

but  it  will  seiTC  its  purpose.     Cnllen,  and    convulsion  {  a  parched  and  dry  skin ;  a  fre- 

many  others,  apply  the  term  phrenitie  to  the    quent  and  hard  pulse  ;    a .  white  tongue ; 

same  disease.      You  may  choose  between    thirst ;  nausea  and  vomiting ;   constipation 

these  names,  taking  care  to  remember  what    of  the  bowels. 

they  signify.  The  malady  is  sometimes  de-  You  are  not  to  look  for  all  these  symp- 
scribed  as  inflammation  of  the  memkranes  of  toms  in  every  case ;  nor  to  conclude  that 
the  brain.  I  believe  this  to  have  arisen  from  your  patient  has  not  inflammation  of  the  brain 
the  circumstance  that  the  effects  of  the  in-  because  the  symptoms  I  have  been  enume- 
flammation,which  become  visible  after  death,  rating  do  not  all  present  themselves,  or  do 
are  often  more  striking  and  obvious  on  the  not  take  place  in  any  regular  order  of  sue- 
aur&ce  of  the  brain,  or  in  its  ventricles,  than    cession. 

in  the  cerebral  substance  itself.  An  abeceee  Modes  in  which  the  disease  cwnmenees. — 
in  the  nervous  mass  can  scarcely  be  over-  In  fact,  we  find,  in  actual  practice,  that  en- 
looked :  a  sqftening  of  the  cerebral  pulp  may  cephalitis  is  apt  to  come  on,  to  commence  I 
esc^ie  the  notice  of  a  hasty  or  ino^pert  ob-  mean,  as  far  as  symptoms  are  concerned,  in 
server :  and  those  changes  of  colour,  which  three  or  four  different  ways, 
sometimes  denote  incrnsed  vascularity  of  Sometimes  there  is  a  sudden  alteratSon  of 
the  same  part,  may  very  easily  be  passed  manner,  and  the  patient,  complaining  pro- 
over  without  attracting  much  attention.  hably  of  his  head,  becomes  all  at  once  and 
Phrenitis,  or  encephalitis,  or  acute  and  furiously  delirioua  ;  and  fever  is  lighted  up. 
general  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  ita    lliese  are  symptoms  which  cannot  pass  with- 

691.— xxvii.  3  G 
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ont  notice,  ind  whkh  immedutdy  direct  Dt  of  eaavnMoD,  die  liddmnMtlaD  hM  com- 

one'i  attentioa  to  the  liead.      They  nuj,  mencnd  in  tlifi  pi>  mater  or  anchnoid.  Jiit 

bowerer,  be  fdUcioiu,  u  we  ibalt  lee  bj  i(  conicnuuit  with  what  we  know  of  tofUm- 

and  bf.  mation  of  thote  parti,  wbea  tbe;  are  Mpi- 

In  other  ouee  the  flrst  thing  noticed  ia  rattlj  aSeoted.    Again,  it  eaiima  to  me  pre- 

naniea  and  Tomiting :  and  tbeee  lymptoma  gamable  that  the  easel  wbidi   an   (banc- 

nuiy  M>on  ceaw ;  or  they  may  coDtinue  Mve-  terized  by  eariy  and  fleroe  ddkiDm  an  aua 

ral  dayi,  and  eren  Bometiinea  throngbout  the  in  which  the  inltammatory  action  baa  inradnl 

whole  coorae  of  the  dineaie.  Great  qumtitiei  the  whole  of  the  enoepbalon,  nibalanoe  and 

of  yellow  bitter  Bnid  are  brought  ap,  evi-  i^embranes,  limoltaueonily.    I  aay  I  oBa 

denCly  containing  a  food  deal  of  bile  ;  and  theae  a»  nujectarva  of  my  O'            >    '  ^'  :- 

whatever  ia   inCrodund  iota  the  atooiach,  of  importance  for  yoo  to  rti 

e«en  a   tnull  qoaatity  of  the  molt   aimpie  inSammatioa  of  the  bidn  doea  cc 

drink,  ii  immediately  rqected.      Withthia  the  three  seTeral  wayi  tliat  1  have  been  de- 

itate  of  mattera  there  ia  generally  much  con-  Bcribiug. 

■tipalion,  tad  tiie  boweli  refnae  to  act  ei.  Tb«reare  MDeeaMa,howeT«r,thateanDat 

cept  under  the  influence  of  itrong  purgstiTes.  be  brought  within  even  thii  general  rule. 

It  ia  important  to  attend  to  theae  lymp-  lliey   begin  in   lome  irregnlar  or   obaenre 

toma  ;  for  ooourrinf,  aa   they   nmally   do,  manner,  or  with  aome  snoanal  phKuameDOB. 

with  headache,  they  may  eaally  deoeiTe  a  Andral  itatei  that  he  has  aaen  a  few  itriking 

penon  who  ia  not  prerioaaly  aware  of  what  iaitaocea  of  inf  amnution  of  the  brain,  rf 

they  may  portend.     If  the  patjent  hai  not  which  the  Itrat  lign  wai  a  andden  loaa  of  the 

been  accustomed  to  nek  heidachea,  and  if  power  of  speech :  and  Dr.  AberiTombie  R- 

Ibe  epigaatrinm  and  abdomen  be  natnrsJ,  not  latea  a  very  nsniarkible  caae  in  wbidi  the  same 

tender,  nor  diateuded,  aa  they  are  ^t  to  be  thing  happened.     I  call  it  very  Tomarii^Ie, 

when  the  itomach  itself  ia  in  bnlt,  we  have  aa  well  on  account  of  tlie  aingnlar  mannerin 

Ibe  nore  reaaon  to  took  narrowly  into  the  which  the  diaeaae  lirst  ahewed  itself,  aa  that  it 

caie,  and  to  mapect  that  aome  aeiioiu  mia-  furnishes  sn  example  of  euoepbalitb  produced 

chief,  of  which  the  nanaca  ia  a  token,  is  going  by  direct  eipoaim  to  intBose  heat  of  the  niu 

on  in  the  brun.     I  mayobserre  by  the  way,  — insolation  ;  an  erAt  Teiy  uncommon  in 

that  where  there  ii  moch  Tomidng  of  bile,  our  climate.     It  occorred  in  the  practice  of 

persons  are  apt,  both  patienla  and  theirdoc  a  suri{;eon  at  Selkirk,  in  Scotland  : — 

ton,  to  blame  tbt  liver,  to  set  down  the  dis-  "  A  young  man,  aged  16,  bathed  twice,  on 

order  aa  bdiaoa;  but  you  ought  to  be  aware  the  5th  of  Jane,  1S18,  in  the  river  Tweed, 

that  whenever  vomiting  ia  often  repeated,  or  AJler  coming  outthe  second  time  he  lay  down 

long  continned.  bile  is  to  be  expected  in  the  on  tha  bank,  and  fidi  aileep  witlKnt  his  hat, 

matten  brooght  up  :  the  action  of  the  duo-  and  with  hia  head  exposed  to  the  direct  bcanu 

dennm,  as  well  aa  that  of  the  stomach,  is  of  a  hot  sun.     On  awaking,  he  was  ipeecta- 

invertsd ;  and  the  bile  passes  in  the  wrong  leas ;  but  walked  home,  taid  tecRWd  to  be 

direction.     If  yon  have  ever  aoffered  from  othOTiise  in  good  bndth.    He  was  bled  and 

aea-dckneaa,  yon  must  know  (hat  after  the  purged,   and  the  next  day   recovered  bil 

puking  baa  gone  on  for  a  little  while,  bile  apen^i,  but  tost  it  agaui  at  intervals  aevcral 

i*  constantly  vmded.  times  during  the  three  or  four  following  days. 

AgaJD,  aooM  oaaea  of  acute  inflammation  He  was  fbrgetfOl,  and  his  look  was  doll  nid 

of  tha  brain  act  out  neither  with  sudden  and  heavy :  be  mode  little  complaint,  bnt  when 

great  distnrbaDoe  of  tha  intellectnal  (imc-  cloady  questioned  said  be  had  a  dull  onosi- 

tion*,  nor  with  sickmss  and  vomiting,  but  ness  at  the  back  of  his  bead.     After  a  few 

with  a  paitMyim  of  gener^  oonvulsian,  anch  days   more  he  had   squinting  and   double 

■a  often  ndteis  in  an  attack  of  maungitii.  Tiaion,  and  a  very  obstinate  state  of  bowfjs, 

Una  aymptom,  Bcrarding  to  Andial,  la  a  and  his  pulse  waa  60.     After  brtber  blecd- 

■mch  more  cartaJn  aign  of  cca^ral  iiilUm-  ing  the  polie  rose  to  86 ;  bnt  he  sank  gi>- 

■natkm,  than  the  ocCBrraue  of  active  de-  dnally  into  eoma,  and  died  on  the  30tfa." 

Urinm :   and  I  quite  agree  with  him  ia  aa  He  anbitance  of  the  brain  in  genanl  was 

thinking.  fonndUgbly  vsscnlar,  and  a  very  eimaidaable 

It  la  probable  (bat  I  apeak  oonjectnrally  extent  of  it  waa  in    a   atate  of  aofteniog 

only)thatthi»divCTaityofsymptopia.inaAiiig  mixed   with    sappnraliDn.     Hie  vestriclcs 

tha  onset  of  enoe^ialiUs,  may  depoid  upon  were  diirtaided   with    fluid,   and  the  num- 

the  part  in  whidi  the  ioflammatiou  begiiu  ;  branea  in  many  placea  were  much   ttdck. 

■nd  that  it  is  soon  propagated  from  tlut  part  ened.     One  very  cntkHU  arcnmstanee  (af- 

to  the  whole  of  the  organ.     I  should  sup-  fording  pobapi    «me   «xplanatioii   of  Uie 

pose  that  when  nauaea  and  vomiting  are  the  mdiness  with  which  the  inSammation  wa 

carlieat   aymptoms.    the  inflammation  haa  produced)  irai,  that  tlw  rtanitun  waa  of  very 

taktai  its  point  of  di^nrtuTG  in  the  cerebral  uneqaal  thiakneia  at  ita  upper  put ;   one 

pulp ;  in  the  anbstancs  of  the  brain  :  and  spot,  as  big  aa  a  rixpenoe,  «h  u  tUn  aa 

that  when  the  attack  eomea  on  with  a  sadden  writing  p^ier,  and  tranapareot. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN  AND  NBRYQUS  STSTJeM.              819 

iVrtod  ^  eoikgm, — HoweYer^tlwplue-  to  the  heatU     AH  the  tMrUcnlBn  of  tiht 

Bomena  wMeh  I  mentioned  at  first  confltitate  antiphlogiistic  rt^mm  are  to  be  rigidly  ob- 

the  common  and  ordinary  sjrmptoma  of  acute  aenred ;  the  pifdent  ahoiild  be  kept  aa  mach 

iafiammation  6f  ike  brain  and  its  membranes,  as  possible  in  silence^  and  darkness,  with  his 

They  contimt^  for  a  Tariable  period ;  from  head  high,  and  on  a  firm  pillow.     And  the 

Iwelfe  hoars/  to  two  days,  or  more ;  and  antiphlogistic  remedie§  are  to  be  employed 

then  they  are  sncoeeded  by  others,  which  with  decision  and  enei:|Qr. 

characterii*  the  second  stage  of  the  com-  BlQod'Mtin§. — With  respect  to  bleeding 

plaint,  «r  the  period  of  collapse,  as  it  is  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  said  before : 

called..    Ifhey  resolt,  I  apprehend,  from  the  Che  blood  should  be  taken  in  a  fiill  stream, 

evcMttf  and  products  of   the  uiflamniatory  and  sufiered  to  flow  till  some  decided  im- 

itetkm ;    the  Tiolenae  of  which  is  over  or  pression  is  made  upon  the  pulse ;  or  until 

Abated.    The  patient  ceases  to  complain  of  syncope  ooeuis,  or  is  evidently  at  hand, 

headache ;  instead  of  being  excited  or  wildly  After  the  patient  has  rallied  a  little,  blood 

delirious,  he  mutters  indistinctly,  and  falls  should  be  taken  by  cupping  or  leeches  from 

into  a  state  of  stupor,  from  which  it  is  difil-  the  back  of  the  neck,  or  tiM  temples,  or  the 

enlt,  and  ait  length  impossible,  to  rouse  him.  mastoid  processes ;  and  these  depletory  mea- 

Hisvisioa  and  hearing  are  no  longer  painfully  sures  must  be  repeated  aocording  to  the 

acute,  but  dull,  or  perrerted  ;  fltrabismua  Tidence  or  continuance  of  the  syn^toma 

and  double  Tision  are  not  uncommon ;  and  which  first  demanded  them. 

the  pupil,  from  being  contracted  to  the  sine  Cb/tf.— The  appUeationof  cold  to  the  head 

4if  a  pin's  head,  becomes  first  oscillating,  is  a  remedy  of  great  importance  in  this  dis- 

then  widely  dilated,  and  ultimatdy  motion*  ease.     The  head  must  be  first  shaved ;  and 

less.     The  patient  is  not  shaken,  at  this  the  mere  removal  of  the  hair  is  sometimes 

period,  with  violent  convulsions;  but  twitch*  followed  by  a  manifeBt  abatement  of  some 

ings  of  Us  rausdes,  and  startings  of  their  of  the  most  urgent  symptoms ;  of  the  pain, 

tendons  come  on,  and  some  of  his  limbs  are  for  example,  and  of  the  delirium.     In  cases 

agitated  with  tremors,  or  become  powerless  such  as  I  am  now  siqpposing,  it  wiU  not  be 

mod  palsied  %  the  countenance  is  ghastly  and  enough  to  apply  wetted  cloths  to  the  head : 

cadaverous;    cold  sweats  break  out;    the  the  apjrfication  must  be  colder    than  the 

sphincters  relax  :  at  length  the  coma  becomes  ordinary  temperature  of  oold  water;  and  it 

profound,  and  life  ceases.  may  be  made  colder  by  ioe ;   and  the  best 

The  disease,  when  it  proves  fiitel,  as  it  too  way  to  ensure  a  permanent  depression  of  the 

•ften  does,  mostly  runs  a  mpid  coarse.     It  superficial  heat  is  to  put  some  pounded  ice 

may  kill  in  as  short  a  time  as  24  or  even  12  with  a  littie  water  into  a  thin  and  flexible 

hours ;  or  the  patient  may  struggle  on  for  bladder,  and  to  lay  it  on  the  patient's  head : 

two  or  three  wedu.  The  morbid  appearances  there  should  not  be  too  much  ice,  or  its 

met  with  in  the  dead  body  are  very  various,  weight  may  be  injurious.    This  is  generally 

Serous  or  puriform  effusion  into  the  ventri-  very  gratefol  and  pleasant  to  the  feelings  ii 

cles,  and  into  the  meshes  of  the  pia  piater ;  the  patient ;  and  we  often  have  the  satisfric- 

layere  of  coagulable  lymph  between  that  tion  <^  perceiving  that,  with  the  reduction  of 

membrane  and  the  arachnoid ;  softening  of  the  external  heat  of  the  head,  there  is  also 

tiie  cerebral  substance,  with  pus  infiltrated  an  evident  mitigation  of  the  violent  symp- 

tnto  the  softened  parts ;  or  great  vascularity,  toms ;  the  agitation  and  delirium  are  calmed, 

shewn  by  a  pink  or  purplish  mottling  of  its  and  the  patient  sleeps,  or  recovers  his  senses. 

eat  surfiftoe,  giving  it  a  stained  appearance.  Another   excellent    and    most   powerful 

TVeslmeii/.  ^  Let  us  next  consider  the  method  of  applying  oold,  is  by  pouring  oold 

treatmoit  required  for  this  firightfid  dis-  water  in  a  slokder  stream  upon  the  vertex 

order.  of  the  head,  until  it  produoea  some  marked 

It  Is  quite  plain  that  in  an  organ  so  essen-  effeet.    Of  course  tins,  as  well  as  all  other 

tial  to  Itfe,  and  of  such  delicate  organization  strong  measures,  must  be  adopted  with  great 

aa  the  brain,  and  in  ^riiich  changes  so  irre-  caution,  and  its  influence  closely  watched : 

pareble  in  thcar  nature  as  many  of  those  I  I  mean  it  is  not  to  be  left  to  the  discretion, 

iiave  Just  enumerated,  so  readily  take  plaoe  or  indiscretion,  of   domestics    and  nurses, 

under  acute  inflammation,  we  cannot  hope  Dr.  Abercrombie  tells  us  that  he  has  seen  a 

to  be  of  much  serviee  unless  we  see  snd  treat  atrong  man,  submitted  to  the  operation  of 

the  case  at  an  eariy  period.     On  this  aocount  this  cold  douche,  "  thrown  in  a  very  few 

itbeoomesexceedingly  important  to  recognise  minutes  into  a  state  approadiing  to  asphyxia, 

the  nature  of  the  disease  at  its  very  oOm-  who  immediately  before  had  been  in  the 

mencement;   and,  therefore,  I  have  taken  highest  state  of  maniacal  excitement,  with 

pains  to  point  out  to  you  the  various  forms  morbid  increase  of  streqgth,  defeating  every 

which  it  may  assume,  while  it  is  jret  within  attempt  of  four  or  five  men  to  restrain  him." 

the  readi  of  remedial  measures.  He  gives  an  instsnce  of  the  use  of  this  mea- 

The  principal  of  those  msssures  sre^/ood-  sure  in  a  somewhat  diiferent  morbid  condi- 

Uttinp,  pttrffing^  sad  tkeigapUeaHcn  qfeoid  tion,  which  I  will  quote,  beoaase  it  shews  in 


KO    DR.  WAT80N  ON  THE  FRINCIPLBS  AND  PRACTICB  OP  PHYSIC. 

the  first  place  the  strFking  power  of  the  rery  strong  pnigmg  tiiaa  mder  unf  otiier 

remedy ;  and,  secondly,  the  simple  mode  of  mode  of  treatment.     In  most  of  tiwss  cases, 

applying  it.     A  strong  plethoric  child,  five  indeed,  full  and  repeated  bleeding  had  been 

years  old,  after  being  for  one  day  fererish,  previously  employiMl,  but  without  any  i^ipa- 

oppressed,  and  restless,  fell  rather  snddenly  rent  effect  in  arrestmg  the  i^mptoma."    He 

into  a  state  of  perfect  coma.     She  had  been  has  found  the  croton  oil  tiie  most  ooDTonient 

in  that  state  about  an  hour  when  Dr.  Aber-  medicine  for  this  purpose, 

crombie  ssw  her.     She  lay  stretched  on  her  Dr.   Abercrombie  is  disposed  to  rsgard 

back  motionless,  and  completely  insensible ;  mercury  as  being  useful  in  afieetioiis  of  the 

her  face  Jiuthed  andtmiyid.     She?ra8  raised  brain,  chiefly  in  Tirtne  of  its  purgatiTe  ope- 

into  a  sitting  posture,  and,  a  basin  being  ration :  and  the  opidions  of  u  physidan  of 

held  under  the  chin,  a  stream  of  cold  water  his  lai|;e  experience,  and  observing  mind, 

was  directed  agttnst  the  crown  of  the.head«  must  aod  ought  to  luve  great  weight.    But 

In  a  few  minutes,  or  rather  seconds,  she  was  I  must  not  conceal  from  you  my  own  per- 

completely  recovered ;  aild  the  next  day  was  suasion  that,  in  the  early  periods  of  acute 

in  her  usual  health.  inflammation  of  the  enoephakm  (and  it  is  of 

Tikis  measure  also  is  to  be  repeated,  ao-  the  early  periods  tiiat  I  hawe  hitherto  been 

cording  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  speaking),  if  the  mercury  oomes  in  a  short 

Some  persons  recommend  that  a  constant  time  to  produce  its  specific  influenoe  i^iob 
dripping  of  cold  water  upon  the  patient's  the  gums,  a  great  dange  for  the  better  will 
shaven  head  should  be  kept  up.  liiis  may  often  be  perceived :  suc^  is  the  result  of  my 
easily  enough  be  managed  by  means  of  a  own  observation.  Recollect,  however,  that 
sponge  and  funnel  placoi  a  little  above  the  you  are  not  to  give  calomel  with  the  direct 
hea£t.  Andral  mentions  his  attending  with  object  of  affecting  the  gums,  but  as  part  of 
another  physician,  (M.  Reoamier)  a  young  the  purgative  plan,  and  yon  take  the  dianoe 
man  who  laboured  under  all  the  symptoms  of  its  specific  effect.  You  must  not  oombine 
of  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain.  Cold  opium  witii  it^  for  two  Hlbaons ;  first,  yoa 
water  was  made  to  drop  slowly  upon  his  would  thereby  shut  up  the  bowds,  and  de- 
head,  and  a  complete  recovery  took  place,  prive  yourself  of  the  use  of  one  of  your  best 
although  no  other  active  treatment  of  any  weapona;  and,  secondly,  yon  would  incur 
kind  was  adopted.  the  risk  of  augmenting  and  pesplexii^  your 

In  strongly  recommending  this  effident  patient's  head  symptoms,  and  of  puxding 
remedy  to  your  notice,  you  will  not  under-  youndf ;  since  yon  would  not  be  able  to  de- 
stand  me  to  advise  that  it  should  sapcnede  termine  how  much  of  the  coma  that  ensued 
the  use  of  copious  blood-letting :  it  is  to  be  was  owing  to  the  progress  of  the  disease,  how 
employed  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  lancet ;  not  much  to  your  remedy, 
as  a  substitute  for  it.  When  the  second  order  of  symptoms  have 

Purffaiive». — The  third  remedy  whidi  I  «rrived,  those  which  are  included  under  the 
named,  that  it  to  say,  purging,  is  also  of  general  phrase  of  collapse,  and  whidi  oonu 
great  importance  and  efficacy.  But  it  must  monly  result,  I  fancy,  rather  from  the  pro* 
be  hard  purging.  There  is  a  great  tendency  ducts  of  the  inflammation  than  finom  the 
to  obstinate  constipation  in  most  cases ;  and  inflammation  itself;  firom  softening,  that  is, 
this  most  be  overcome,  and  free  and  frequent  and  firom  pressure  exerted  by  efluMd  sennn, 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  obtained :  five  or  lymph :  when  this  order  of  symptoms 
grains  of  calomel  and  fifteen  of  jalap  should  make  thdr  appearance,  I  bdseve  tiie  time 
be  followed  in  three  or  four  hours  by  a  strong  for  doing  mudi  good  by  active  bleeding  has 
black  dose;  and  after  that  I  should  give,  in  gone  by.  If,howewr,  blood-letting  has  not 
such  cases,  three  or  four  grains  of  calomel  yet  bm  employed,  and  eapedttUy  if  the 
every  four  hours,  and  repeat  the  black  dose  pulse  continue  hfurd,  whether  mood  has  been 
at  least  every  morning,  until  the  symptoms  already  abstracted  or  not,  it  wiU  be  right  to 
gave  way.  If  the  mercury  thus  exhibited  give  tiie  patient  the  dtance  of  that  remedy. 
affects  the  gums,  so  much  the  better ;  but  we  Of  the  propriety  of  doinf^  ao,  take  tbe 
must  not,  in  this  disease,  oombine  it  with  foUowingiUnstration:— **Agirl,ageddeveB, 
opium,  to  prevent  its  passing  off  by  the  had  violent  headache  and  vomiting,  with 
bowels.  Dr.  Abercrombie  uses  this  strong  great  obstinacy  of  the  bowels;  a^  dieae 
language  in  reference  to  the  value  of  puiga-  symptoms  were  fblkiwed  by  dilated  pupils, 
tive  medidnes  in  scute  inflammation  of  the  and  a  degree  of  stupor  bordenqg  upon  pcr- 
brain.  **  In  all  the  forms  of  the  disease  f^  coma ;  pulse  IdO.  She  had  besn  ill  fiw 
active  purging  appears  to  be  the  remedy  or  six  days :  purgative8,.bli8tering,  and  mer- 
from  which  we  find  the  most  satisfactory  cury  to  salivation,  had  been  emplc^ed  without 
results ;  and  although  blood-letting  is  never  benefit.  One  bleeding  from  the  arm  guve 
to  be  neglected  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  an  immediate  turn  to  this  esse ;  the  bead- 
disease,  my  own  experience  is  that  more  re-  ache  was  relieved,  the  pulse  came  down,  the 
coveries  from  hesd  affections  of  the  most  vomiting  oeased,  the  bowels  were  firedy  acted 
alarming  aspect  take  place  under  the  use  of  upon   by  the    medicines  whidi-  they    b^d 
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formerly  micted,  and  in  a  few  days  she  yon  Bhoald  avoid  putting  them,  aa  many  are 
was  quite  well."  {AbercromOie).  I  most  apt  to  do,  npon  the  head  itKlf,  at  that  stage 
recite  one  other  oase — ^frora  among  many  of  the  diaeaae.  We  should  not  suppose, 
which  go  to  the  same  eflect — ^to  shew  the  a  priori,  that  they  could  then,  and  in  that 
occasional  influence  of  hard  purging.  **  A  place,  have  any  beneficial  effect.  They  can- 
young  man  who  had  had  cough  and  dysp-  not  divert  the  blood  from  the  inflamed  part; 
Boea,  and  been  Med  for  those  symptoms,  but  they  may  attrsct  it  into  the  external 
appeared  convalescent.  One  evening  he  vessels  of  the  head,  and  tberefoie  towards 
became  affected  with  headache,  and  some  the  enoephaloBj  and  so  add  to  the  stress  of 
vomiting.  About  midnight,  having  got  out  the  general  circulation  upon  the  arteries  of 
of  bed  to  go  to  stool,  he  fell  down  in  a  state  the  brain.  If  they  could  be  supposed  to  do 
of  violent  snd  general  convulsion.  The  con-  any  good  at  all,  it  would  be  when  they  are 
vuision  returned  during  the  night  six  or  plaood  upon  the  feet  or  legs.  But  this  ioind 
seven  times  ?Hth  such  violence  (hat  one  of  of  revulsion  is  better  aocompliahed  ^y  means 
the  paroxysms  continued  without  intermis-  of  mustard  poultices,  or  fomentations  with 
sion  for  an  hour.  The  pulse,  during  the  hot  water,  which  are  often  of  much  apparent 
night,  varied  from  60  to  120.  (I  ahould  service,  in  addition  to  the  measures  already 
have -mentioned  before  these  great  and  rapid  spoken  of.  Experience  confirms  what  reason 
fluctuations  of  the  pulse  in  respect  to  itsfre-  teaches  us  to  expect  in  this  matter, 
quency,  as  being  a  very  common  ciroum>  When,  however,  the  patient  has  sunk  into 
stance  and  sign,  in  inflammatory  aflections  a  state  of  coma,  he  has  som^mes,  in  my 
of  the  braid.)  At  first  it  was  found  impos-  experience,  emerged  from  that  condition 
sible  to  bleed  him,  on  account  of  the  violence  alter  a  cap  of  blistering  plaater  has  been  put 
of  the  convulsions ;  but  about  seven  in  the  upon  the  head.  It  is  only  when  the  violent 
morning  a  full  bleeding  was  obtained,  after  symptoms  of  excitement  have  abated  that  I 
which  the  convulsions  ceased,  except  some  can  venture  to  advise  you  to  employ  blisters: 
Blighter  attacka  during  the  day,  which  ap-  they  may  then  be  appbed  to  the  nape  of  the 
peered  to  be  arrested  by  pouring  cold  water  neck,  or  behind  the  ears,  or  to  the  head 
over  his  head.    The  next  day  he  was  op-  itself. 

pressed ;    with  occasional  tremors  of   the  The  symptoms  which   I  enumerated  aa 

limbs,  and  some  vomiting,  and  he  had  one  marking  the  period  of  collapae  or  sinking, 

or  two  threatenings'of  convulsion.     He  took  are  feaHul  symptoms ;  but  the  conditionB  on 

repeated  doses  of   active   purgatives  with  which  they  depend    are   not,  necessarily, 

little  effect ;  and  on  the  following  morning  hopeless  conditions.    These  symptoms  do 

he  appeared  to  be  sinking  into  a  state  of  not  always  proceed  from  fatal  disorganize- 

perfect  coma,  with  a  pulse  at  50.     Croton  tion  of  the  brain,  but  sometimes  (there  is 

oil  was  now  given,  which  operated  powerfully  reason  to  believe)  from  simple  exhaustion  of 

seven  or  eight  times.     He  passed  a  good  the  nervous  power.  .  And  this  is  a  point  of 

night;  and  the  day  afterwards  was  free  from  critical    importance.      Patients    apparently 

complaint.  moribund    are    occasionally  saved  by  the 

Having  this  evidence  of  the  separate  effi-  judicious  administration  of  stimulants  and 

cacy  of  die  three  remedies — blood-letting,  restoratives;  of  ammonia,  Hoffman's  ano- 

0trong  purgattvee,  and  the  local  application  dyne,  beef-  tea,  wine,  and,  it  may  be,  of  well- 

of  cold  to  the  head — ^we  have  much  encou-  timed  opiates.    This  plan  of  treatment  you 

ragement  to  put  them  into  combined  opera^  must  therefore  cautioualy  try,  when  an  ex- 

tion  in  these  very  serious  cases,  especially  treme  degree  of  collapse  occurs.     If  the 

■when  we  have  the  opportunity  of  using  them  structure  of  the  brain  be  already  seriously 

«t  an  early  period.     Should  the  dkorder  injured,  and  the  case  is  irretrievably  mortal, 

happily  yield  to  these  measures,  great  care  no  harm  can  be  done ;   while  in  doubtful 

will  long  be  required  on  your  part,  and  cases,  and  when  >  the  symptoms  result  from 

great  pnidenoe  on  the  part  of  the  patient  mere  depression  of  the  vital  powen,  the 

and   his  friends,   lest  the  recent  mischief  patient  may  be  rescued :  and  tl^  chance  in 

should  rekindle.     A  relapse  is  even  more  his  favour  must  not  be  thrown  away, 

perilous  than  the  first  assault  of  the  disease.  Do  you  ask  whether  there  be  any  mode 

&n€h  prudence  and  care  will  consist  diiefly  of  discriminating  these  opposite  conditions, 

in  the  avoidance  and  denial  of  all  that  might  one  of  which  is  within,  and  the  other  beyond 

excite  and  disturb  the  brain ;  whether  it  be  the  range  of  possible  recoverv  ?     I  beliete 

a  premature  return  to  animal  food ;  or  India-  there  is.     If  the  tendency  to  aeatk  by  coma 

creet  and  fatiguing  interviews  and  converse-  be  strong,  the  prospect  is  very  discouraging: 

tions;  or  the  too  early  resumption  of  the  if»  on  the  other  hand,  the  symptoms  that 

oare»  and  concerns  of  business.  mark  the  mode  of  dying  by  OMthenia  pre«> 

Are  we  to  employ  blisters  in  this  disease  ?  dominate,  you  may  hope  to  push  the  patient 

.Not  in  the  outset,  during  the  period  of  ex-  through.     But  to  succeed,  yon  must  watch 

citemeni.    They  only  add  to  the  irritotion,  him   hour  by  hour.     Pallor,  a  feeble  and 

and  make  matteri  worse.     And  espeetaUy  flying  pulse,  extreme  debility  and  tremors, 
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ooldneas  of  the  extremities,  a  want  of  power  certainly  reseonMes  it  also  in  many  reapaets  s 

to  respond  to  external  impressions ;  these  are  and  it  has  been  considered  aa  bemg  an  in* 

alarming^,  but  not  absolutely  desperate  symp-  flammatory  disorder  by  sobm  cxoi^ent  pa- 

toms,  especially  if  the  mental  fecultiea  re-  tholog^ts. 

main.    Whereas   profound  stvpor,  partial  The  symptoms    whicfa  aoaik  a  dedded 

palsy,  profuse  sweats,  are  of  the  worst  omen;  attack  of  delirium  tremenMt  snd  wluch  haie 

yet  even  these  do  not  preclude  tke  trial,  to-  sometimes    been   foond  so  eqasvnoal,   are 

gether  with  blistering  the  head,  of  internal  very  striking.    Yon  will  be  aamBBoned  to  a 

stimuli ;  and  no  other  plan  affords  eren  a  man  who  is  supposed  to  be  mad,  or  to  have 

gleam  of  hope.  brain  lever.     You  find  him  with  a  red  face. 

There  is  just  one  caution  that  I  wish  to  perhaps,  and  injected  eyes,  talking  inoea- 
mention  before  I  leave  the  subject  of  acute  santly,  fidgetting  with  hia  handay  af<- 
ancephalitis ;  and  it  applies  to  aU  cases  of  fected  often  with  tremors  of  tiie  Hmb^ 
coma  and  insensibility,  and  espedally  when  having  a  rapid  poise,  and  bathed  in  sweat. 
there  is  any  paralysis  mixed  with  the  coma :  Now  it  is  very  natural  that  a  person  not  on 
it  is,  that  you  should  daily  ascertain  that  the  his  guard  should  look  upon  these  a]rmp- 
bladder  is  emptied.  Always  make  the  at*  toms  as  hidieating  inflammation  within  the 
tendants  show  you  the  urine  that  has  been  head.  But  if  you  look  closely  inlotke  mat- 
passed  ;  and  lay  your  hand  upon  the  hypo-  ter  you  will  find  in  tlie  state  of  the  patient, 
gastric  region,  and  try  whether  there  is  any  or  in  his  history,  some  things  very  pecn* 
undue  hardness  and  prominence  there,  pro-  liar.  The  delirium  you  wiU  generally  find 
duced  by  the  distended  bladder.  I  shall  to  be  not  a  fierce  or  miscfaievoaa  delBrinm» 
revert  to  this  matter  more  particularly  at  but  a  btuy  delirium :  he  does  whatever  yon 
some  fiiture  time  \  and  I  content  myself  with  desire  him  to  do,  but  he  does  it  in  a  hurried 
merely  suggesting  its  importsnce  to  you  manner,  with  a  sort  of  anxiety  to  perform  it 
now,  in  all  cases  of  head  affection.  If  the  properly.  During  the  approach  of  the  ma- 
patient  don  not  or  emmoi  empty  his  blad-  Udy,  while  he  yet  is  aUe  to  go  abont,  he 
der,  of  course  it  must  be  emptieid  for  him,  manifests  great  impatienoe  of  any  inter- 
by  means  of  a  catheter.  ference,  or  advice,  or  assistanea,  in  hia  ordi- 
nary duties,  which  be  sets  about  in  a  bn^ 

JMirhtm  TVfiMeiMy— It  would  seem  per-  tling  and  blundering  manner.  Hia  loqua- 
kaps  the  most  natural  arrangement  if  I  next  dty  is  extreme,  and  he  refera  to  mattera 
nroceeded  to  speak  of  inflammation  of  the  tiiat  are  not  present  before  him :  he  is  not 
breiu  when  it  b  chronic,  or  partial. .  These  altogether  inattentive  to  tiie  objects  and 
forms  of  disease  are  more  common,  in  adults,  proceedings  that  are  gcang  on  around  him, 
than  acute  and  general  encephalitis.  I  shall  but  hb  mind  wanders  away  to  other  sub- 
be  obliged  also  to  treat,  separately,  of  inflam-  jects.  There  is  an  odd  n^xtare  of  the  real 
mation  of  the  brain  as  it  is  modified  by  its  and  the  ideal  in  his  thoughts  and  language, 
occurrence  in  young  children, — of  what  is  Sometimes  he  is  very  suspicions  that  thoae 
called  acute  hydrocephalus.  But  before  I  who  are  about  him  intend  him  some  injury  ; 
touch  upon  any  of  th^se,  I  am  desirous,  to  or  that  he  is  surrounded  by  enemies.  You 
bring  under  your  notice  at  once  a  very  sin-  will  find  also  that  he  doea  not  sleep ;  that 
gular  and  extremely  intciresting  complaint,  he  has  not  slept  perhapa  for  several  idgjhta* 
which  is  not,  I  am  persuaded,  in  its  essen-  but  been  restless  and  ramUiag:  and  yo« 


tial  nature,  inflammatory,  but  which  may    vriU  generally  learn  that  he  haa  been  habitn- 
easily  be  mistaken,  and  has  over  and  over    ally  intemperate,  or  subjeet  to  some 


again  been  mistaken,  for  acute  inflammation    source  oi  care,  or  anxiety,  or  excitemaiit  s 
of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,  with  the    and  in  many  cases  he  has  reoentiy  been 


consideration  of  which  we  have  just  been  somehow  or  other  debarred  from 

occupied.    And  the  mistake  is  the  more  tomary  stimulus.     Very  fimpiently,  in  addU 

serious,  because  the  remedies  that  I  have  tion  to  these  points  in  his  history,  yon  wiH 

been  recommending  for  encephalitis,   and  be  told  that  having  been  unwell,  first  he  haa 

especially  blood-letting,  not  only  are  not  been  kept  upon  low  diet,  and  then,  as  the 

required,  but  are  in  most  cases  positively  delirium   came  on,  he  has  been  fireely  Ued ; 

injurious,  in  the  disorder  of  which  I  am  now  and  that  he  has  been  none  tiie  better,  fafot 

about  to  speak;  and  which  is  best  known  commonly  the  worse,  fertile  bleeding.  When 

under  the  appellation  of  delirium  iremene.  you  gather  such  particulars  aa  tiMse  from 

Nay  this  affection  of  the  nervous  system  'his  friends  (for  upon  his  own  statementa 

may  actually  be  brought  on,  in  a  predis-  you  cannot  place  any  reliance)  and  when 

posed  subject,  by  the  abstraction  of  blood,  you  find  the  deUrium  to  have  the  charactera 

I  go  apparently  out  of  my  way  in  taking  I  have  been  attempting  to  describe,  and 

notice  of  this  disease  n'*                      ""^  that  especially   when  there    hss  been  obstinate 

I  may  have  the  oppr                               'itkg  watchfulness,  and  the  toi^gue  ia  moist,  and 

it  witii  encephalitis,  tkin  is  sweating,  you  may  be  pretty 

that  disease  are  fre  '  i  that  your  patient  ia  lUfeQitedi  not 
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witii  ioflammalkm  of  the  brain,  but  with  yasaaX  in  such  csms)  violent,  threatening  and 

nehnam  tremens;   and  that  if  you  bleed  striking  thoae  about  him  because  they  refused 

turn  further  you  will  make  him  worse.  him  aooess  to  strong  drink.     He  was  joint 

But  what  are  you  to  do  under  such  a  proprietor  with  another  in  a  gin  shop,  and 

fearful  state  of  things  }     Why  the  great  in-  for  some  time  previously  he  had  been  a  sot, 

™<:*tioii  is  to  procure  sleep ;  and  the  re-  and  daily  muddled  with  drink.     He  told  me 

"^^'fy  which*  in  nine  instances  out  of  ten,  he  was  quite  well ;    there  was  not  much 

yon  will  find  suooessful,  is  opium.    The  be-  tremor.      I  found  that  the  object  of  his 

b^dal  effieots  of  this  drug,  in  tolerably  partner  and  relations  in  sending  for  me  was 

nYourable  esses  of  delirium  tremens,  are  that  I  might  sanction  his  removal  to  St. 

vcaUy  surprising.     I  will  give  you  an  ex-  Luke's,  for  his  strength  made  him  altogether 

*>nple  or  two,  which  will  be  more  instmc-  unmanageable,  and  his  insane  and  extra- 

tiTe  than  any  abstract  description.  ordinary  conduct  was  hurting  the  business 

In  the  year  1831, 1  was  requested  by  a  of  the  house.    I  declined  to  take  any  part 

BAoat  respectable  practitioner  in  this  town,  in  consigning  him  to  a  mad-house,    and 

^  viait  a  patient  of  his  whom  be  reported  to  recommended  morphia.    After  one  fiill  dose 

oave  had  phrenitis,  for  which  he  had  been  he  soon  slept ;  and  the  next  day  he  was 

freely  bled,  cupped  from  the  back  of  the  ^uite  rational,  and  comparatively  welL 

neck,  and  purged;  and  who,  he  believed,  These  are  the  broad  outlines  of  delirium 

was  now  rapidly  sinking,  and  not  likely  to  tremens  ;    there    are  many  other  featurea 

aorvire  many  hours.    I  found  the  patient,  wanted  to  complete  the  portrait  of  the  dis- 

a  middle-aged  man,  with  a  red  face,  ferretty  ease,  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  paint  at 

«yes,  a  frequent  pulsct  bathed  in  perspira*  our  next  meeting, 

♦ion,  busy  with  his  hands,  which  trembled  a  . 
little,  and  talking  much  and  incoherently. 

He  was  particularly  anxious  that  his  legs  CLINICAL  LECTURES, 

should  not  be  scarified,  told  me  he  was  «>    n     n 

wiUmg  to  do  any  thing  I  pleased,  if  I  would  "  ^^'  Coerigan, 

not  aoirify  his  legs,  nor  letanyone  elsescarify  Delwtrtd  in  the  Theatre  qf  the  Biehnumd 

them.    There  was  nothing  the  matter  with  Hotpital^lJHbUn, 

Wa  legs,  nor  had  it  entered  any  body's  head,  .  ^ ....  r!«».*u«*.-«.-..#  «#  «— »^^  i«iiUA« 

but  his  own,  that  they  wanted  somfying.  At  the  Commencement  of  Besstou.lMO-41. 

He  had  not  slept  for  several  nights.     He  *~~* 

Imd  been    intemperate,  especially  of  kte,  Introductort  Lsctvrb. 

drinking  a  good  deal;  and  somewhiBt  anxious  Gkntlemkk, — It  is  the  usual  practice  to 

abont  Ids  ^airs;  he  was  a  builder.  commence  our  coarse  of  clinical  instruction 

His  former  history  was  not  very  proaaising.  with  some  introductory  observations,   and 

He  had  brought  up  a  good  deal  of  blood  the  accident  of  my  lecture-day  falling  in  an 

a  few  months  before,  and  some  years  pie-  early  part  of  the  week  causes  this  duty  to 

vioudy  he  bad  had  jaundice;  latterly  he  devolve  upon  me.     Introductory  observa- 

lud  been  troubled  wkh  ind%es(ion.  tions  are  genei'ally  directed  either  to  explain 

I  saw  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  pce^-  the  nature  of  the  subject,  or  to  impress  you 
acribed  one-third  of  a  grain  of  morphia :  in  with  an  idea  of  its  importance,  in  order  to 
the  evening  he  was  just  in  the  same  state!  win  your  attention  to  it.  Clinical  medicine 
I  then  dirsded  half  a  drachm  of  laudanum  requires  little  or  no  explanation  as  to  its 
to  be  given  immediately,  and  twenty  drops  nature.  It  is  the  study  of  disease  by  pnic- 
cvery  two  hours  afterwards,  till  he  elept.  tical  observation  at  the  bed-side.  Its  im- 
I  said  to  the  gentleman  who  had  called  me  portance  can  scarcely  be  overrated :  what- 
to  the  ease,  tikat  I  thought  it  very  likely  our  ever  doubts  may  exist  or  have  been  enter- 
patient  might  be  well  the  next  day ;  he  tained  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  of  the 
•nailed^  and  shook  his  head.  I  was  obliged  many  courses  of  lectures  which  students  are 
to  leave  London  early  the  next  morning,  obliged  to  attend,  there  has  never  been  the 
for  two  or  three  days;  on  my  return,  I  shadow  of  a  doubt  entertained  as  to  the 
learned  from  the  medical  man  that  the  paramount  importance  of  clinical  teaching. 
patient  took  five  doses  of  the  laudanum,  and  And  yet  I  am  sonry  to  observe  that  this  de- 
then  fell  asleep,  and  slept  soundly  and  for  a  partment  is  often  more  carelessly  attended 
long  time,  and  then  awoke  (to  his  attendant's  to,  than  any  other  branch  of  the  student's 
extreme  surprise  and  satisfoction)  sane,  and  pursuits.  This  is,  I  believe,  not  so  much  the 
welL  fault  of  the  student  as  our  own ;  we  do  not 

I.  was  asked  by  the  apothecary  of  the  explain    sufficiently    often,    or    sufficiently 

Middlesex  Hospital  to  see  a  publican  in  that  clearly,  to  him  the  reasons  that  should  in* 

aei^boorhood.       I  found  a  large  strong  duce  him  to  attend  more  closely  and  with 

man,  between  30  and  40  years  of  age.      He  greater  diligence  to  the  study  of  clinical 

had  been  without  sleep. for  several  nights,  medicine.    To  those  reasons  I  purpose  di- 

aoBMfwhat   inoohecent,    and  (what   is   not  recting  these  prefatory  observations. 
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It  Beenw  not  to  be  saflideiitly  known  or  yoa  woaU  not  be  aMe  veqr 

felt  by  students,  that  clinical  medicine  is  to  raoognise  it  firon  deKviption,  wben  yoa] 

theory  and  systematic  medicine,  what  prae-  it  for  the  fifst  time ;  and  if*tnie  of  \ 

tical  dissection  is  to  systematic  anatomy,  how  moeh  more  true  of  diaeaae  in  all  its 

Bichat,  that  ornament  of  oor  profession,  the  delicate  hnes,  its  protean  shapes.     An  asiec- 

John  Hunter  of  France,  made  this  memo-  dote  whidi  is  often  told  of  a  kite  diatingnkdwd 

rable  obaervation  a  short  time  before  his  member    of  oor  Uni^cnity  will  tHnstnte 

death :  "  yon  ask  me,"  said  he,  "how  I  have  thb  dearly  :  he  prized  book  learning  on  all 

learnt  so  mnch  ?     It  is  because  I  have  rsad  subjects,  beyond  demonstration ;    he   pea* 

so  little.     Books  are  but  oopict — why  have  sesasd  a  moat  aocorate  knowledge  of  nataal 

recowse  to  copies,  when  tlie  originals  aie  history,  but  fitom  hooka  ahme  ^lattt  sndi  m 

before  me  ?    My  books  are  the  living  and  I  fear  many  stndenta  alone  acq[«ire  of  ifis- 

the  dead :  I  study  theae."     Is  it  not  sin*  ease),  but  he  knew  nothing  of  the  objetts  of 

gular,  that  the  truth  embodied  in  this  obser-  natural  histoty  ham  actual  obaerratioB.    la 

▼ation  should  be  recognised  and  acted  on  in  a  hard  winter  a  poor  little  apamvw  aon^ 

erery  subsidiary  branch  of  medical  study,  shelter  in  his  college  rooma ;  he  seined  it, 

and  yet  cease  to  be  remenpbered,  or,  if  re*  and  was  determined  not  to  lote  the  oppor- 

membered,  not  acted  on,  in  the  most  impor*  tunity  of  shewing  tobiseoUeagnea  how  ready 

tant  part  of  the  student's  life— the  part  de-  he  could  reduce  his  book-knowlodgn  toptae* 

voted  to  the  study  of  disease.     A  student  tical  application.     He  ran  over  in  hia  mind 

spends  years  at  anatomy;  he  knows  that  classes,  genera,  orden,  and  species,  and  then 

anatomy  can  only  be  learned  by  practical  triumphantly  pointed  out  how  rapidly  he 

acquaintance  with  the  subject  before  him ;  had  arrived  at  a  determination  of  thespecin 

be  would  laugh  at  the  folly  of  his  fellow  stu-  before  him.  And  *'  pray  whaiis  it,said  nIeDow 

dent,  who  should  be  foolish  enough  to  say,  professor  fWhatis it?"  ref^iestheindignant 

that  it  was  not  necessary  to  dissect  in  order  vice  provost :  *^  as  if  I  did  not  know !  it  is  a 

to  learn  anatomy;  and  that  it  was  a  much  little  crow  to  be  sure."   TUsaneodofee  creates 

better  way  to  read  on  the  subject.     How  he  a  smile  at  the  mistake  and  at  the  folly  of  the 

would  smile  at  the  folly  of  his  fellow  student  learned  professor,  who  could  have  so  readily 

who  should  say,  it  was  only  necessary,  in  avoided  £dling  into  such  a lidiculona  mistake, 

order  to  learn  anatomy,  to  stroll  through  a  merely  by    having    cultivated   a  pfacticsl 

dissecting  room,  throwing  a  glanoe  now  and  knowledge  of  his  subject :    and  yet  do  not 

then  at  each  dissecting  tible  as  he  passed ;  you  fall  every  day  into  the  same  ««i*»»v*^ 

and  yet  the  student,  who  is  quite  alive  to  and  on  a  mudi  more  aerioos  Bsatter*  invohr- 

the  absurdity  of  book  anatomy,  fklls  into  the  ing  both  your  own  reputation,  and  pcihaps 

very  mistake  when  he  commences  to  study  your  patient's  life,  when  yon  wilfully  paas 

disease.     Anatomy  is  not  to  be  learned  by  over  the  opportunity  of  cidtivating  a  piae- 

strolling  through  a  dissecting  room,  neither  6cal  acquaintance  with  the  forms  of  iliiwasr. 

18  cliniail  medicine  to  be  acquired  by  walking  and  trust  for  your  knowledge  to  a  verbal 

through  a  ward.     If  absolute  and  practical  description,  which  can  no  more  give  yon  a 

acquaintance    with  every   fibre,  nerve,  and  correct  notion  of  the  subject,  or&sufic&ent 

muscle,  in  a  dead  body,  is  necessary  in  order  to  enable  you  to  reoognise  it  when  yea  meet 

to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  how  jt,  than  verbal  description  was  anflfient  for 

much  more  is  the  same  practical  acquaint-  the  innocent  vice  provost.   Yonmayaofuin 

ance  requisite  in  order  to  acquire  a  power  a  knowledge  suffieient  for  all  the  purposes 

of  recognizing  disease  in  the  living.     Tlie  of  examination  by  mere  reading,  and  yon  nsy 

characters  that  belong  to  each  musde,  esch  imagine  that  having  thua  acquired  it,  yon 

nervct  and  each  vessel,  in  the  dead,  can  be  have  doneallthat  is  neeeasaiy.  Soyonoonld, 

accurately  described,  and   once    described  to  go  back  to  our  illustrstkm,  acquire  a  aaf- 

are  applicable  to  every  instance  ;  and  yet  ficient  knowledge  of  anatomy  fbr  the  sane 

practical  acquaintance  is  still  requisite  to  purpose ;  but  you  will  at  once  admit  tkat 

make  the  anatomist.     And  if  this  be  true —  such  knowledge  of  anatomy  would  totally 

and  all  will  admit  it — how  infinitely  more  fail  for  all  the  practical  porpoaes  of  smgery. 

true  is  it  of  disease  in  the  living,  where  the  Just  in  the  same  way  will  a  book  kuBwtodge 

most  valuable  information  as  to  disease  is  of  medicine  faaX  for  all  the  uselbl  purposes 

given  by  the  expression  of  an  eye,  the  tinge  of  the  practices  of  medicine,  directed  cither 

of  a  skin,  the  touch  of  a  pulse ;— charactera  to  the  diagnosis  or  the  treatment  of  disease. 

that  once  seen  are  easily  recognised,  but  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  for  you  to  bear 

which  never  can  be  described.    It  is  a  great  constantly  in  mind,  that  the  manna*  in  whidi 

error  to  suppose  that  a  written  description,  you  acquire  a  knowledge  of  your  profcsakm 

however  accurate,  or  however  diflfiise,  can  is  of  as  much  importance  as  the  matter. 

give  a  Buffidently  clear  idea  to  the  mind  Adrcnmstsnoethatcame  undermyobserfu- 

of  the  object  described.    Read  a  description  tion  within  a  recent  period  will  BtUl  &rtbcr 

of  a  heart,  a  lung,  or  a  brain  :  you  can  form  illustrate  this  point.    Inanexanunationofmy 

no  dear  conception  of  the  object  described ;  daas  on  practice  of  »m*4i^iw»i  two 
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were  so  equal  in  their  anflwering,  that  for  date  with  clinical  medicine,  and  the  award 

iotne  time  it  was  donbtfiil  as  to  which  waa  ahall  be  muie  from  a  public  comparison  of 

the  better.     One  of  those  gentlemen  who  those  notes.  Our  hospital  establishment  here 

answered  remarkably  well,  and  with  so  much  affords  an  unequalled  iield  for  acquiring  a 

credit,  that  he  would  extract  praise  from  any  practical  acquaintance  with  disease* 

court  of  examiners,  I  afterwards  met  in  the  The  Whitworth  Chronic  Hospital  contains 

ward  of  my  hospital,  and  he  positively  waa  82  beds,  the  Hardwicke  Hospital  has  144 

not  able  to  recognise  or  distinguish  the  com-  beds,  deroted  to  fever  and  to  contagious 

monest  disease.      He  answered  altogether  diseases— an  extent  of  field  for  observation  in 

from  book  learning,   and  from  power   of  cUnical  medicine  unrivalled  ;  so  that  there  is 

memory.     The  other  had  acquired  his  know-  not  one  of  all  who  attend  who  shall  not  have 

ledge  from  practical  observation   of,   and  the  opportunity  of  being  clinical  note-takerv, 

actual   acquaintance   with,    disease.       Yet  who  have  the  good  sense  to  seek  for  it.     On 

these  two  gentlemen,  on  mere  verbal  ex-  similaradvantagesin  surgery,  presented  by  the 

amination,  were  very  nearly  equal.  But  how  Richmond  Street  Hospital,  it  is  not  necessary 

different  must  be  their  fortunes  in  after  life  1  for  me  to  dwell,    llie  extensive  field  for 

the  one,  bewildered,  and  unable  to  recognise  surgery  presented  by  that  hospital,  and  the 

the  nature    of  a    case  entrusted  to  him,  seal  wi^  which  it  has  been  cnltiTsted,  are 

flounders  from  one  mistake  to  another,  soon  too  well  known  to  require  any  commendatory 

betrays  his  indecision  and  his  ignorance  to  comment.     Let  me  earnestly  impress  upon 

the  scrutinizing  observation  of  anxious  and  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  accustoming 

watchful  patient    and    friends,    and.  loses  yourselves  to  the  practical  investigation  and 

character  just  when  it  is  of  the  greatest  con  •  note-taking  of  cases.     Let  the  opportunity 

sequence  that  he  should  not  make  a  false  escape  you  now,  and  you  can  never  again 

step.  The  other  sees  before  him  an  object  regain  it ;   and  you  will  bitterly  repent  it 

wiUi  whose  features  he  is  familiar ;  his  man-  hereafter,  when  your  own  character  and  your 

ner  is  steady,   his  opinion  is  oorrect,   his  patient's  life  are  at  stake, 

treatment  is  decisive,   and  the  occurrence  One  reason  alone  which  remains  to  be 

which  has  been  the  destruction  of  the  hopes  noticed  should  be  sufficient  to  induce  you  to 

of  the  one  has  become  the  pedestal  for  the  acquire  a  knowledge  of  disease  from  observu- 

character  and  fortune  of  the  other.     Im-  tion  in  preference  to  reading ;  namely,  that 

pressed  with  this  truth,  that  the  manner  in  it  is  the  easier  mode.     Read  for  hours,  lose 

which  a  knowledge  of  disease  is  acquired  is  your  rest  in  poring  over  page  after  page,  and 

of  as  much  consequence  to  your  after  sue-  endeavouring  to  infix  on  your  memory  a 

oess  as  the  knowledge  itself,  we  have  deter-  description  of  any  disease  with  its  symptoms ; 

mined  to  give  clinical  prizes  here,  but  on  a  then  spend  only  fifteen  minutes  in  a  ward  of 

new    plan.      The    insufficiency    of   verbal  an  hospital,  contemplating  a  case  of  the 

examination  to  test  practical  knowledge  is  same  disease.      Is  not  one  glance  worth 

obvious.     It  is  already  admitted  by  some  of  pages  of  description  ?.  Numerous  associations 

our  examining  bodies,  before  whom  it  is  now  fix  in  your  mind,  and  for  ever,  the  appear- 

necessary  for  the  student  to  prove  his  know-  ance  and  symptoms  of  a  living  case  of  disease 

ledge  of  anatomy,  by  making,  in  presence  of  wliich  you  have  examined,  and  on  which  you 

his  examiners,  practical  dissections.     It  is  have  brought  your  senses  of.  sight,  touch, 

singular  that  this  mode  of  distinguishing  and  hearing,  to  bear,  while  the  mere  verbal 

between  parrot-like  repetition  of  words  and  description  of  a  disease  gives  to  your  mind 

practical  knowledge  should  not  as  yet  have  no  definite  object ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  won- 

been  applied  to  the  most  important  part  of  dered  at,  that  knowledge  thus  attempted  to 

medical  examination — the  student's  acquaint-  be  acquired  is  learned  witii  difficidty,   is 

ance  with  disease.    We  shall,  however,  set  remembered  indifferenUy,   and  is  speiedily 

the  example.     We  will  trust  to  no  verbal  forgotten.      On  the  ground,  then,  of  mere 

examination ;  but  for  the  last  four  months  ease  of  acquirement,  were  there  no  better 

of  the  session,  commencing  at  any  time  after  reason,  you  should  learn  disease  finom  actual 

the   1st  January,    we  shall,    without  any  observation  rather  than  from  seoond>hand 

previous  notice,  select  such  cases  as  shall  description ;  and  yet  how  common  is  it  to 

seem  proper  for  our  purpose  on  admission  see  the  industrious  student,  through  a  most 

into  hospital,  and  require  the  candidates  for  mistaken  notion,  lose  his  rest,  and  spend 

our  prizes  lo  take  those  cases,  writing  down  his  nights  in  poring  over  pages  of  description, 

the  symptoms,    diagnosis,   prognosis,   and  while  he  thinks  a  quarter  of  an*  hour  too 

principles  of  treatment,  and  giving  to  each  much  to  bestow  on  observation  of  the  object 

candidate  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  hour  for  itself,  and  which  would  give  him  the  informa- 

his  examination  of  the  case ;  requiring  his  tion  he  wants  more  easily  and  far  more 

notes,  however,  to  be  written  on  the  spot,  accurately.     That  you  may  have  fallen  into 

The  notes  thus  written  will  be  compared :  the  error,  to  the  correction  of  which  I  am 

they  will  afford  at  once  an  accurate  test  of  directing  these  observations,   is,   however, 

the  practical  aoquaintanoe  of  each  candi-  perhaps  more  our  fault  heretofore  than  yours, 
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aa  WQ  may  not  hvve  taken  fluffldent  pains  to  fevers,  when  they  occur  in  scroliiloiis 

point  it  to  you.      I  liaTe,  howerer,  en-  or  phthisical  habits,  are  roost  ably  de- . 

deBTonred  to  repair  on  onr  part  tlua  omission ,  scribed  by  Andral,  under  the  appellation 

and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  met.  with  a  cw-  of  "  maladies  intercurrcntes,"  and  have 

responding  exertion  on  your  part.    On  our  not  passed  unnoticed  by  writers  in  our 

outset  now,  and  in  our  req[>ectiTe  relations  own  country. 

during  the  session,  let  us  keep  constantly        j^  jg  equally  certain,  however,  that 

before  us  these  principles--  scarlatina,  measles,  hooping  cough,  &c. 

1.  TTiat  dmical  medicmjj  IS  to  Aeo.7  more  especially  the  ^t  oP  these, 
and  systematic  medicme,  what  dissection  is  *•  ^„««4.i„  ^  '  j:,^  ♦«  ♦u^  o*«.,.»^«,I 
to  sytematic  anatomy.  That  as  anatomy  frequently  rive  nse  to  the  strumous 
can  only  be  truly  leaded  at  the  table  of  tli  diathesis.  Oftentimes  these  maladies 
dissecting  room,  so  can  medicine  only  be  ^o^?]?'  ^ne  anodier  with  surpnsmg 
well  learned  by  prw^cal  observation  at  the  rapidity :  for  instance^  I  have  known 
bedside.    And,  measles,  scarlatina,  and  hooping  cough, 

2.  That,  as  Bichat  has  observ«d:  **weaM  all  occurring  in  the  same  individiiak, 
not  to  look  to  book9for  iirfbrmatiofSj  when  in  less  than  four  months  i  anditrarely 
the  9omree$fivm  which  book$  are  compiled  or  ever  happens  that  a  patient  ao  cir- 
are  h^fore  me ;  that  ow  booke  are  the  IMm^  cumstanced  does  not  become  scrofuloiiB 
andthedead,  amdthoeeare  tobeouretudjf,"  at  an  after  though  distant  period. 
~ unless  great  care  hSa  been  bestowed  on 

ONHIPDISEASE^NDLUMBAE  S/S^thS^diJS  "o^TX 

ABSCESS.  exanthemata,  acarlaJtina,  in  my  expe* 

Bt  Wm.  Oliveb  Cbalk,  Esq.  rience,    is    most    productive    of    the 

Risideut  Soigeon  to  the  Royal  Sea-Bathfaig  phthisical  diathesis.     Dr.  Graves  has 

Infiimary,  Margate.  clearly  shown  that,  during  the  fever,  the 

[Continued  from  p.  759.]  Hver  IS  often  in  a  state  of  active  cwi. 

j"Bu    A%    *^  ji    t  r,    ^s^  \  cestion* :  this  drcumstanoe,  too  much 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette.)  Siwegajded  or  overlooked  by  the  piae- 

titioner,  is  frequently  the  cause  o€  sob- 

Ir  the  limb  had  not  been  amnotated,  sequent  mischief  to  the  patient  {  if 
the  patient  might  in  all  probability  allowed  to  go  unheeded,  it  soon  passes 
have  lived  for  years,  but  the  latent  into  a  chronic  form,  and  thus  ansea 
mischief  being  called  into  sudden  ac-  that  state  of  the  organ  so  well  described 
tivity,  under  the  infliction  of  the  local  by  Dr.  Graves  in  a  lecture  delivered  at 
injury  (the  operation),  the  issue  was  the  Louth  and  Meath  Hospital,  Dub- 
fatal.  •  lin,  when  sneaking  of  hypertrophy  of 
I  was  not  present  at  the  autopsy,  but  the  liver,  inauced  by  the  abuse  of  mer- 
I  learned  afterwards  that  the  substance  cury  :  his  observations  on  the  character 
of  both  lungs  was  thickly  studded  with  of  tne  evacuations  are  highlv  important 
tubercles,  some  of  which  had  passed  He  says,  '*  the  cylinder  of  uecal  matter 
into  the  suppurative  stage,  forming  was  composed  of  parts  diflferine  in 
cavities,  llie  liver  and  spleen  were  colour  and  appearance ;  two  (nt  tnree 
also  the  seat  of  tubercular  deposit,  indies  consisted  of  pale  clay-coloured 
M.  Dupuytien,  when  speaking  of  this  substance;  and  immediately  after  this 
case,  and  the  result  of  the  operation,  ^  another  portion  of  about  the  same 
recalled  to  the  minds  of  his  class  his  len^  was  observed,  presenting  tlie 
previous  forebodines,  and  declared  ordinary  bilious  or  brown^cokmicd 
that  he  never  woiud  be  induced  to  natural  excrement;  and  then  again 
operate  aeain  under  similar  circum-  another  mass  of  clay-ooloured  matter, 
stances.  It  would  be  well  if  such  cases  without  any  obvious  trace  of  bile,"  &c 
were  of  rare  occurrence;  unfortunately,  "  This  peculiarity  is  noticed  in  many 
however,  they  are  too  numerous,  diseases  of  the  liver,  audit  is  importzmt 
Patients  are  frequently  admitted  into  to  remark,  in  attempting  to  expmin  tibie 
the  infirmary  (having  lost  a  limb  by  rationale  of  these  hepatic  affections, 
amputation)  with  a  scrofulous  disease  that  in  no  disease  of  the  liver  is  this 
of  the  stump,  and  if  it  should  so  happen  symptom  more  frequently  observed 
that  cicatrization  be  fairly  completed,  tnan  in  the  scrofulous."      Again,  he 

they  undergo  the  misery  of  a  similar    — —r-r -r-r- r .    ^.    .  ,.,  • 

disease  injthe   oi,p«ite    limb.     The  ^^^^t  '^V^^l^^ 

baneful  effects  of  the  exanthematous  aariy  stimw  sT  irBrtstina,  i^  sacsUart  cflbct. 
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^ysy  "  yott  will  frequently  meet  with  overfed,  the  digestlTe  orsaiu  ledst  for 
tiUB  consecutive  affection  of  the  liver  in  a  certain  tim^ta  baneful  mfloence,  and 
cases  of  morbus  cox®,  where  the  pa-  it  is,  to  all  appearance,  robust  and 
tient  has  been  labouring  for  years  unaer  healthy ;  but  on  a  sudden,  or  by  degree  s, 
ulcerationofthejoinf  In  a  passage  pre-  it  becomes  languid,  loses  flesh,  the 
ceding  the  last  quotation,  when  speak-  appetite  fails  or  is  capricious,  febrile 
in^  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the  liver  in  accessions  take  place  at  intervals,  and, 
children,  after  describing  the  state  of  to  the  surprise  and  dismay  of  the 
the  viscus  itself,  accompanied  bv  a  most  parent,  the  once  thriving  and  healthy 
accurate  account  of  the  general  symp-  offiprinc^  is  now  always  more  or  less 
toms,  he  concludes  by  sa3nng,  ''the  ailing.  If,  then,  the  patient  be  subjected 
little  patient  becomes  what  is  termed    to  a  careful  examination,  the  abdomen 

Sot-bellied,  and  labouxa  under  much  will  be  found  to  be  more  or  less  tumid ; 
ebility  and  febrile  excitement.  This  the  bowels  inactive,  or,  perhaps,  the  re- 
has  been  fre(]uently  called  remittent  verse;  motions  clay-coloured,  and  vary- 
fever,    and  disease  of  the  mesenteric    ing  from  time  to  time  in  their  nature 

f  lands,  but  in  my  opinion  unjustly."  and  consistence.  Here,  then,  is  esta* 
iy  own  experience  fully  confirms  the  blished  the  similitude  of  the  two  cases : 
truth  of  these  remarks,  for  it  has  fre-  the  overfed  child  is  starved^  by  reple- 
quently  happened  to  me,  when  a  patient  tion,  whilst  the  other  is  starved  for 
has  died  unoer  those  symptoms  which  want  of  nutriment,  &c.  In  the  former 
are  said  to  characterize  taoes  mesente-  the  digestive  organs  have  been  over- 
rica,  to  find,  on  examination,  that  die  tasked,  and  henceforth  the  process  of 
glands  of  the  mesentery  were  com-  nutrition  becomes  defective ;  tne  assimi- 
paratively  free  from  disease,  whilst  the  ladve  Organs  no  longer  possessing  the 
liver  was  invariably  the  seat  of  or-  power  of  converting  the  ingesta  into 
ganic  changes.  nutriment  sufficient  for  the  supply  of 

From  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  the  system  at  large,  the  strumous 
deduce  from  my  own  observations,  and  dicithesis  ensues.  Such  cases  pass 
from  a  careful  examination  of  the  dailv  under  my  observation,  and  must 
opinions  of  others,  it  woi^d  apj^ear  be  mmiliar  to  most  practitioners.  It  is 
that  the  tubercular  diathesis  arises  a  common  circumstance  for  a  mother 
undei:  the  following  circumstances,  to  observe  of  her  child  that  up  to  such 
which  may  be  thus  arrranged : —  and  toch  a  period  it  was  strong  and 

1st,  As  a  consequence  of  the  exan-  healthy,  and  to  express  herself  totally 
thematous  fevers,  and  other  in&ntile  unable  to  account  for  the  change,  httle 
diseases,  especially  scarlatina.  suspecting  that,  by  overfeeding,   she 

2dy  From  want  of  proper  and  whole-  herself  may  have  nsen  instrumental  in 
some  nutriment.  producing  it.  Ifan^  intercurrent  malady 

3d«  From  overfeeding.  supervenes  at  this  time,  the  case  is 

4th,  From  hereditary  predisposition;  further  complicated;  and  thus  Uie  de- 
the  latter  class  being  small  compared  position  of  tubercular  matter  in  one  or 
with  the  rest.  more  structures  of  the  frame  may  take 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  un-  place  with  great  rapiditv,  giving  rise 
wholesome  nutriment,  confined  and  to  the  various  local  pnenomena  ob- 
low  situations,  &c.  are  the  chief  sources  servable  among  scrofulous  individuals, 
of  scrofulous  disease  ;  but  this  cannot  such  as  phthisis,  enlarged  glands,  spinal 
be  admitted  if  the  scrofulous  and  curvature,  disease  of  the  joints,  &e.,&c.y 
phthisical  diathesis  are  one  and  the  external  and  accidental  causes  often 
same  (of  which  there  can  be  little  determining  the  site  of  the  disease.  To 
doubt),  phthisis  being  common  to  aJl  follow  out  wis  part  of  my  subject  more 
classes  of  society.  On  a  casual  consi-  fully,  I  may  here  observe  that,  in  my 
deration  of  the  subject,  it  would  appear  earlv  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  the 
strange  that  two  such  opposite  causes  as  local  maladies  to  be  discussed  hereafter, 
the  want  of  proper  nutriment,  and  that  I  was  often  told  by  the  patients  them- 
of  an  overbundant  supply  of  it,  should  selves,  or  their  mends,  that  for  some 
give  rise  to  a  similar  condition  of  the  months  or  years,  prior  to  the  invasion  of 
general  system;  yet,  on  a  more  atten-  the  83rmptoms,  they  had  experienced  a 
tive  observation  of  them,  it  will  be  fall,  a  blow,  a  sprain,  &c.  and  that  they 
found  that  the  circumstances  of  both  could  only  attribute  their  origin  to  such  a 
are  much  the  same.    When  a  child  is    cause.  At  first,  I  paid  little  or  no  attcn- 
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tion  to  these  accounts,  considering  that  of  this  description  that  one  has  seen 
an  injury  so  remote,  and  which  only  pro-  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  epigas- 
duced  slight  and  temporary  inconve-  trium  put  an  end  to  profuse  haemop- 
nience  at  the  time,  could  exercise  no  tyses  more  surely  and  promptly  than 
influence  in  producing  diem ;  hut  at  could  have  heen  ejected  by  the  <^^ening 
len^rth  the  frequency  with  which  the  of  a  vein."  It  seems  sonie what  strange 
patients  referred  to  such  a  source  of  the  that  both  he  and  Louis  attribute  the 
local  malady  arrested  my '  attention,  tenderness  at  the  epi^trinm  to  muco- 
more  especially  as  accident  in  some  gastritis ;  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  no 
cases  was  the  obvious  and  immediate  part  of  the  stomach  presents  in  epi- 
cause  of  the  scrofulous  affection  of  the  gastrio,  and  whenever  the  liver  is  en- 
parts,  if  the  strumous  diathesis  existed  uiiiged  it  extends  over  to  the  left  hrpo- 
at  the  time,  dr  prior  to  the  injury.  On  chondrium,  so  that  it  is  not  very  likely 
instituting  further  inquiry,  I  found  that  that  the  pain  given  on  piessore  should 
external  violence^  transient  only  in  its  result  from  ^tritis.  And  again,  it  is 
efiects,  had  a  most  marked  influence  in  far  more  easily  understood  how  relief 
determining  the  disease  of  a  part.*  may  be  obtained  to  the  pnlmooic  symp- 
The  frequency  of  affections  of  the  toms  W  depletion  from  the  liver,  rather 
liver  in  phthisical  cases  has  of  late  been  than  from  the  stomach,  when  we  oon- 
the  subject  of  much  remark.  Fatty  sider  the  mutual  dependence  existing 
degenerations  of  this  viscus  existed  in  between  the  first  mentioned  orsan  and 
one- third  of  the  cases  (40  out  of  130)  the  lungs.  I  am  quite  aware  Uiat  the 
related  by  Louis.f  He  observes,  "  the  affection  of  the  liver  in  scrofulous  indi* 
fatty  transformation  of  the  liver  was  viduals  has  not  been  regarded  by  some 
the  most  frequent,  and,  at  the  same  as  inflammatory;  but  as  merely  fane- 
time,  most  remarkable  alteration  of  this  tional.  In  the  third  volume  of  the 
organ.''  From  this  it  would  appear,  Medical  Cyclopeedia  I  find  the  fol- 
that  there  were  other  alterations,  which,  lowing  observations.  **  The  subsidiuy 
however,  he  does  not  describe.  The  organs  of  digestion  and  assimilation 
constant  occurrence  of  disease  of  the  suffer  also  from  scrofula;  but  the  spleen 
liver  in  scrofulous  subjects  has  long  and  the  pancreas  are  more  frequently 
occupied  my  attention,  and  I  have  theseatoftuberoles  than  the  liver;  yet 
found  that  local  depletion  and  counter-  the  last  mentioned  of  these  organs  is 
irritants  in  the  vicinity  of  thatorgan  are  more  or  less  functionally  derar^ml  in 
absolutely  necessary  m  a  vast  majority  almost  all  strumous  cases,  whiui  the 
of  cases,  before  any  hope  could  be  en-  chalky  and  various  coloured  motions  of 
tertained  of  subduing  the  local  affection,  such  patients  suflciently  demonstrate." 
The  sudden  amelioration  that  often  fol-  That  the  conditioiuof  the  liver  is  essen- 
low^s  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  to  tially  inflammatory  in  the  earlier  stages 
the  epigastrium  is  surprising,  and  not  of  strumous  diseases  I  do  not  myself 
easy  of  explanation.  Of  late  years  I  have  entertain     the     smallest    doubt,     the 

i                          ceased  to  treat  haemoptysis  bv  abstrac-  clay-coloured    and   variable    state    of 

tion  of  blood  from  the  arm,  preierring  the  the    excrement    being    alone     suffi- 

[                         application  of  leeches  to  the  epigas-  cient    to    demonstrate   its    existence; 

,;                          trium  (increasing  or  diminishing  the  and  under  these  circumstances,  unless 

number  according  to  the  pain  proouced  actual  local  depletion,  repeated  at  in- 

on  pressure  in  the  region  of  the  liver),  tervals,  be  employed,  we  have  no  chance 

I                          as  a  safer  and  far  more  effectual  plan  of  restoring  uie  hepatic  secretions  to 

than  that  of  general  bleeding.  Andral  their  normal  state.  The  pain  given  on 
.  notices  their  effect  in  quelUnff  hemop-  pressure,  in  chronic  oongesdDD  of  the 
tysis,!  but  assigns  the  relief  obtained  to  uver,  is  frequently  by  no  means  acute; 
a  different  cause ;  namely  the  gastric  but  if  we  estimated  the  degree  of  mds* 
symptoms.  He  observes,  *'  it  is  in  cases  chief  by  that  Gircumstance  only,  we 
; ; sliould  fall  into  a  great  error:  it  has 

♦  It  18  well  known  that  a  sprain,  or  other  ii^arr,  often   hannpned  tn  in«»    vhilat  sa  t»^ 

will  determine  gont  to  a  part  in  k  ijontj  rolject  ^*n^  "^PP^neQ  10  me,  WDUSt  80  ex- 

a  blow  on  the  head  mav,  after  yean,  giwe  riae  to  anuning    patients,   to   find    that    they 

cerebral  di8ca«e.   <>rebral  affectiona,  ori«rinatiii(r  would  scarcely  admit  of  any  IXUn  re- 

,                                in  this  way,  are  ably  described  by  my  Tate  and  e..u:«»  r.^.^   *u       —       •      ^  ^   r"— 

lamented  friend.  A/ c.  Hutci^n,  ^.  in  bS  ^""ing  from  the  examination;  yet,  on 

■  £ui7ncai  ObaervatioBs.  a  second  visit,  they  would  acknowledge 

t  Vide  Transfaition  of  his  Work,  p.  70.  that  they  had  felt  considerable  uneaS- 

^  vidapp,ss,  84,  tome «,  Clin.  H^  uess  for  some  time  afterwaHs.     The 
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case  of  Oardiiler  Stanley,  st.  23,  ad-  three-quarters,  as  was  likewise  the 
mitted  into  the  infirmary  May  14th,  spleen,  which  was  slightly  indurated; 
1835,  may  be  cited  among  the  many  the  thoracic  and  remaining  abdominal 
cases  illustrative  of  this  uct:  he  was  vi^pera  healthy, 
suffering  from  scrofulous  enlargement  The  case  of  Thomas  Laws,  set  35, 
and  ulceration  of  the  left  foot;  the  admitted  August  27th,  1S35,  was  a  re- 
inguinal  glands  of  the  same  side  were  markable  instance  of  the  success  of  the 
enlarged  and  suppurating;  the  skin  and  hepatic  treatment.  The  general  appear- 
surrounding  parts  were  highly  tense  ance  of  the  patient  was  most  striking : 
and  painfuU  and  contributed  to  form  a  although  only  35  years  of  aee  his  hair 
tumor  of  very  considerable  size.  On  was  grey,  and  he.  Imd  aJl  tne  appear- 
inquiring  into  the  state  of  his  health,  ance  of  a  man  of  60,  and  but  for  his 
he  saidit  was,  generally  speaking,  good,  repeated  assertions  to  the  contrary,  it 
but  he  thought  it  had  lately  sunered  would  have  been  difficult  to  beueve 
frcmi  being  too  much  confined  to  his  otherwise;  his  countenance  was  indi- 
desk  (he  was  a  lawyer's  clerk).  I  made  cative  of  extreme  suffering ;  he  was 
a  careful  examination  of  the  iU)dominal  greatly  emaciated ;  both  knees  were  in 
and  thoracic  viscera;  whilst  examining  a  state  of  contraction  and  enlargement 
the  liver  I  observed  him  to  shrink  from  from  synovitis,  and  so  painful  that  he 
my  touch,  but  he  did  not  admit  that  he  could  not  bear  the  pressure  of  the  bed- 
felt  any  inconvenience  at  the  time.  On  clothes ;  there  was  a  tumor  of  some  con- 
my  visiting  him  the  next  morning  he  siderable  size  over  the  left  tibia;  he  was 
stated  that  he  had  felt  a  pood  deal  of  labouring  under  constant  cough,  with 
pain  in  epigastrio  ever  since.  Ei^ht  copious  bronchial  expectorations;  the 
leeches  were  applied  the  following  abdomen  was  hard,  unyielding,  and 
evening  in  the  hepatic  region,  and  a  piu  very  painful  on  pressure,  especially  at 
of  calomel  and  opium  was  ordered  to  be  the  nexures  of  the  colon ;  the  epigas- 
taken  nightly.  Upon  seeing  him  the  trium  was  highly  sensitive  and  acutely 
next  day  he  said  he  was  greatly  relieved,  painful  to  the  touch ;  bowels  obstinately 
the  foot  was  much  smaller,  the  ulcers  costive ;  great  febrile  action  ;  profuse 
bore  a  healthier  aspect,  and  the  tumor  night  sweats ;  he  had  been  connned  to 
in  the  groin  had  entirely  disappeared,  his  bed  twelve  months,  and  could  only  lie 
the  omy  trace  left  being  two  or  on  his  back.  He  had  been  ill  altogether 
three  glands  about  the  size  of  a  small  five  years.  By  the  occasional  applica- 
walnut,  with  two  sinuses  leading  to*  tion  of  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  region 
wards  them.  From  this  time  the  case  of  the  liver,  combined  with  an  altera- 
continued  to  progress  favourably,  until  tive  treatment  of  mercury,  sarsaparilla, 
he  experienced  an  attack  of  rheumatic  &c.,  and  with  careful  attention  to  the 
fever,  from  sleeping  near  an  open  win-  bowels  by  aperients  and  enemata  of 
dow :  the  articulations  of  the  knees,  warm  water,  he  was  sufficiently  re- 
wrist  s,and  ankles,  were  severelv affected,  covered  at  the  end  of  about  seven  weeks 
and  the  right  knee  became  the  seat  of  to  quit  his  bed,  and  though  feeble  could 
a  copious  suppuration;  his  general  walk  with  the  aid  of  crutches;  the 
health  sufferea  greatly,  and  he  returned  tumor  over  the  tibia  was  fast  suppurat- 
home  October  22d  in  a  very  debilitated  ing :  he  left  the  infirmary,  October  13th. 
condition.  He  came  again  to  the  in-  He  returned  as  an  out-door  patient, 
firmary  in  May  1837*  apparently  dying;  May  19th,  1836 :  his  appearance  at  this 
for  it  seemed  scareely  possible  that  he  time  was  wonderfully  altered  for  the 
oould  survive  the  effects  of  his  journey,  better :  he  informed  me  that  the  abscess 
such  was  the  state  of  weakness  to  which  over  the  tibia  had  not  broken,  but  had 
he  was  reduced  by  it :  he  rallied,  how-  been  absorbed ;  he  could  walk  several 
ever,  and  continued  to  improve  up  to  miles  without  difficulty,  and  had  ex- 
the  time  of  his  return  home  the  October  perienced  no  return  of  the  local  dis- 
foUowing.  During  the  severe  winter  of  order.  His  general  health  was,  however, 
1837-38  he  sufferea  from  a  renewed  and  somewhat  deranged,  and  a  similar  but 
severe  4ittack  of  rheumatic  fever:  he  less  active  treatment  to  that  of  1835 
lingered  on  from  this  time  imtil  June  was  now  pursued,  and  he  left  September 
20tn,  of  the  latter  year,  on  which  day  13th,  perfectly  recovered.  The  manner 
he  died.  On  a  post-mortem  inspection  of  examining  the  liver  requires  some 
the  liver  was  found  to  be  enormously  attention ;  it  is  best  done  with  the 
enlaiged,  weighing  twelve  pounds  and    patient  in  the  erect  position,  by  placing 
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the  right  hand  on  the  loins  of  the  left  TMb  detennmed  the  mbeeqnent  trent* 

side  for  the  pnrpoee  of  support,  whilst  ment ;  eight  leeches  were  ap^ied  to  the 

tcderably  firm  preaBore  Bhouid  be  made  epigastrimn,  followed  by  a  blister;  a 

with  the  points  of  the  fingers  or  thmnb  of  pill  of  calomel  and  o^om  was  ordered 

the  left  hand  on  the  pit  of  the  stomachy  a  eveiy  night  at  bed  time,  followed  by 

little  to  the  right  ofthe  mesial  line :  in  an  occasional  saline  aperient  in  thie 

this  way  it  is  fiir  easier  to  appreciate  morning.     The  patient  declared  him- 

the  degree  of  tenderness  that  may  exist,  self  averse  to  the  tretftawnt,  and  insisted 

It  may  seem  unnecessary  to  dwell  so  that  he  was  quite  well ;  neverthdess  he 

particularly  npon  this  point ;  never-  submitted  to  it    The  next  morning  I 

theless  it  is  very  important.     Patients  found  the  capsular  ligament  was  much 

themselves  are  scarcely  ever  aware  that  less  distended  ;  he  expessed  himself 

anv  pain  exists  in  the  hepatic  re^on,  greatly  relieved*    In  the  coarse  of  a 

unless  their  attention  is  drawn  to  it  by  fortnight  the  fluid  was  entirdy  absorbed, 

an  examination  so  conducted.    I  shall  and  he  left  the  infirmary  at  tiie  end  of 

only  adduce  two  out  of  the  numerous  that  time  perfectly  recovered.    In  Uie 

cases  that  have  passed  under  my  obser-  summer  of  1835  I  was  oonsnlted  hf 

vation  in  support  of  this  assertion.  The  an  intimate  firiend  about  his  son,  a 

first  was  that  of  an  in-door  patient,  ad  youth  of  sixteen  or  scfcntecn  years  of 

mitted  at  the  infirmary  in  the  year  a^e,  on  aceonnt  of  slight  enteigement 

1832:  he  was  suffering  from  hydrops  of  the  cervical  glsnds,  which  he  said 

articuli  of  the  right  knee  joint;  the  cap-  were  occasionally  painfuL    Upon  ex> 

sular  ligament  was  greatly  distended  amination  I  found  several  of  tnem  on 

with  what  seemed  to  be  a  thin  fluid,  either  side  ofthe  neck  enlaiged  to  aboat 

for,  when  underexamination,it  save  the  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg.    On  qnes- 

sensation  of  a  bladder  filled  wiui  water,  tionin?  him  as  to  the  state  of  his  healtii, 

the  parietes  scarcely  feeling  thicker  he  saia  that  it  was  exceUent.  Notwith^ 

than  that  membrane  in  a  state  of  dis-  standing  I  found  the  pulse  smally  and 

tension ;  he  walked  with  great  difilculty  ranging  from  80  to  90  beats  in  a  minute ; 

by  the  aid  of  a  stick.     During  a  period  the  tongue  was  slightly  ftirred  at  the 

of  six  weeks,  a  variety  of  remedies  were  back.  Cm  making  pressure  in  the  hepatic 

employed,   counter-irritants,    such    as  region  he  shrunk  from  the  touch,  but 

blisters,  tartar  emetic  ointments,  &c. ;  insisted   that   it  did    not   give   him 

subsequently  warm  salt  water  badiing,  pain ;    on   repeating   it   he   saddmly 

the  douche  bath,  warm  and  cold,  the  turned  very  sick,  and  fisdnted.     I  ad« 

iodine  preparations*  in  the  form   of  vised  a  similar  local  treatment  as  in 

lotions,  the  ointments  of  iodide  of  lead  the  former  case,  and  prescribed  an  alte> 

and  mercury ;  alteratives  were  exhibited,  rati  ve  course  of  medicine :  the  glandular 

iodine,  Barsapariila,  &c.,  but  all  without  swellings   were  immediately  retteved. 

producing  theslighest  amelioration  in  The  further  treatment,  however,  was  not 

the  symptoms.    Bein^  dissatisfied  with  persevered  in,  as  he  persisted  that  he 

the  slip;tit  progress  ne  had  made,  I  was  quite  well.    He  died  of  plithisis 

determined  to  investigate  more  care-  about  eighteen  months  siiioe. 

fully  the  state  of  his  general  health,  It  may  seem  that  I  have  laid  too 

which  he  constantly  affirmed  to  be  ex-  much  stress  upon  the  hepatic  symptoms ; 

cellent.    Accordingly  at  a  subsecjuent  ^et  if  it  be  acknowledged  that  the  hrer 

visit  I  found  the  pulse  rather  qmcker  is    congested    during    scarlatina    (as 

than  natural,  and  slightly  jerking ;  his  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Gmves),  and  that 

tonene  very  for  back  was  covered  with  scrofulous  cachexia  does  frequently  en- 

a  tnickfur  of  a  dirty  buff  colour;  the  sue  as  a  consequence  of  this  fever, 

alvine   excretions   were   rather    dark  surely  its  importance  as  an  exciting 

coloured,  but  not  deficient  in  auantity .  cause  cannot  be  overlooked.  The  clear 

I  now  determined  to  examine  tne  liver ;  and  minute  account  afibrded  bv  Louis 

the  pressure  exerted  4n  so  doing  was  of  the  or^nic  changes  which  take  j^ace 

not  mat,  but  he  started  back  and  in-  in  the  digestive  organs  of  those  who 

sistea  that  he   had   been   used  very  die  of  phthisis,  can  leave  no  reasonable 

roughly,  and  complained  of  g^reat  pain,  doubt  on  the  minds  of  any  one  as  to 

the  vast  importance  of  constant  atten- 

*  I  ber  iMTe  to  correct  an  error  in  my  ftmner  tion  to  the  State  of  them  when  treating 

wper:  ft  was  in  the  year  1889  and  not  1S88,  that  .^ch   caAffl      Vinallr    it  s^mn   tn  nS. 

the  iodine  treatment  waaintroUuced  by  Dr.  Can-  °^^"  ^^^^'  vi     St^'  U  seems   to  me 

bam.  highly  probable,  that  a  deranged  state 
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of  the  digestive  ftinctionB  mnst,  in  aU  A.  B.,  mt  about  25.  This  patient^s 
cases,  precede  the  deposition  of  tuber-  health  was  formerly  very  good,  but, 
cular  matter,  in  whatever  structure  of  during  the  latter  period  of  ner  preg- 
the  body  it  may  be  localized.  When-  nancy  it  became  much  shattered  by  a 
ever  we  are  called  upon  to  treat  tuber-  severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  and  poig- 
culous  affections,  we  must  regard  them  nant  mental  distress,  occasioned  by  the 
as  the  termination  of  a  disease,  and  not  misconduct  of  her  husband*  I  saw  her 
as  its  commencement ;  for  all  the  phe-  a  few  weeks  prior  to  her  confinement, 
nomena  which  follow  are  only  so  when  there  only  remained,  of  the  rheu- 
many  means  adopted  by  nature  to  matism,  a  stiffness  of  one  of  the  wrists, 
rid  the  system  of  a  foreign  body,  and  great  debility,  attributed  by  her, 
That  tuberculous  matter  may  be  depo-  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  severe  anti- 
sited  in  almost  every  part  of  the  human  phlogistic  treatment  to  which  she  had 
frame  is  sufficiently  demonstrated,  and  been  subjected.  However,  as  her  time 
that  wherever  loose  tissue  exists  there  approached,  by  the  aid  of  tonics,  she 
will  it  be  found  in  the  fireatest  abun-  got  much  better,  although  always  very 
dance ;  accordingly  the  lungs  are  ever  *'  nervous." 

the  most  frequent  seat  of  it    Much  I  was  summoned  to  her  on  account 

more  might  be  said/>n  this  highly  in-  of  her  labour  on  the  27th  of  November; 

teresting  subject,  but,  as  I  have  already  and  found  her  suffering  pain  of  a  rather 

stated,  f  do  not  intend  to  pursue  it  fur-  peculiar  kind.    At  intervals  she  was 

ther  than  is  necessary  to  my  present  sub-  seized  with  a  violent  pang,  referred  to 

ject,  I  shall  conclude  b^  observing,  that  the  lowest  part  of  the  spine,  and  accom- 

the  circumstances  which  give  nse  to  panied  with  a  temporary  but  most  severe 

flciofulous  diseases  are  seldom  if  ever  dyspncBa.  When  this  passed  off  she  felt 

apparent  to  the  patients  themselves,  very  feeble ;  but  her  pulse  was  by  no 

or  to  those  who  have  charee  of  them ;  means  low :  she  also  vomited  frequently 

and  that  we  are  rarely  called  upon  to  in  a  distressing  manner.  Circumstances 

treat  them,  until  evidence  is  given  of  prevented  me  making  an  examination 

their  existence  through  the  medium  of  per  vaginam  at  that  period;  and,  ]^re- 

one  or  more  ofthe  various  local  affections  scribing  an  anodyne  in  an  efiServescinff 

to  which  they  give  rise.  The  slight  con-  draught,  I  left  her.    In  a  few  hours  i 

stitutional  disturbance   accompanying  was  again  sent  for,  when  I  found  the 

many  strumous  cases  has  often  been  the  above  suffering  replaced  by  true  labour 

source  of  comment,  but  it  is  far  more  pains,  and  gSod  dilatation  of  the  os 

serious  than  is  generally  ima^ned.  As  uteri,  the  iiq..amnii  being  already  dis- 

children  are  more  affected  with  tuber-  charged.  The  pains  continued  vigorous, 

cles  than  adults,  we  should  never  omit  she  (to  use  tne  old  woman's  phrase) 

to  impress  on  the  minds  of  those  who  «  bore"  them  well,  and  the  labour  was 

have  charge  of  them  the  ^at  necessity  completed  in  an  hour.    The  jplacenta 

of  attention  to  the  excretions.  It  might  was  detached  bv  the  same  pain  which 

excite  the  incredulity  of  some  persons  terminated  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and 

to  be  told,  that  day-coloured  evacua-  was  at  once  removed ;  the  uterine  oon- 

tions  alone  were  sufficient  to  indicate  traction  was  good.    In  the  intervals  of 

the  presence  of  the  tuberculous  dia-  the  pains  she  complained  urgently  of 

thesis,  yet  nevertheless  such  is  the  fact  feeling  so  very  weak  and  feeble ;  al- 

I  shall  now  pass  on  to  the  consideration  though  neither  her  pulse  nor  voluntary 

of  the  symptoms  of  hip  disease.  exertions  indicated  a  state  of  debility. 

rn> be  continned.]  ,  4*^'  ^^^  ^^^^  ?^  1^®  ^^^^^  ®li^P" 

claimed,  with  marked  fervency,  "  May 
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Sir, 


by  its  insertion.— I  am,  sir,  g^^j    and  some  brandy  and  laucUmum 

Your  obedient  servant,  were  administered.    I  waited  with  her 

-  r,      ^        «.-^    ^^^^    HATTO.  ^^  ^  ^YiTte  hours  longer,  until  she  had 

'   iS.  w^Tmi.      '  considerably ramed,whcn,havingascer- 


832  MR.  COWAN'S  CASE  OP  ABSCESS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

tained  that  no  flooding  had  occurre^  November  SOth,  ld40,  labouring  under 

and  the  uterine  contraction  continued  eyinptoms  of  continued  fever, 

firm,  I  left  her.    I  was,  however,  in  Tne  attack,  at  first  sthenic  in   its 

two  hours  after  again  called  to  her,  character,  soon  assumed  the  typhoid 

her  friends  supposing  that  she  was  on  type,  induced  chiefly  by  copious  and 

the  point  of  death.     I  found  her  in  the  repeated  bleedings  from  the  left  nostril, 

same  position  on  the  bed  I  had  left  her  which  for  two  days  continued  in  spite 

in,  dmost  pulseless,  and,  indeed,  mani-  of  remedies,  and  could  only  be  restrained 

festing  every  symptom  of  the  extremest  at  last  by  plugging  the  posterior  naies. 

prostration.    This  state  I  learned  came  The  whole  course  of  the  attack  was 

on  shortly  after  I  quitted  the  house.    I  attended  bv  slight  pectoral  symptoms, 

at  once  suspected  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  partial  loss  of  voice,  which  his 

and  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  more  friends  have  since  tdd  me  existed  some 

than  the  usual  discharge  had  occurred,  months  previously,  but  which  I  then 

and  that  the  contraction  of  the  uterus  attributed  to  a  congested  condition  of 

continued  complete.    Stimuli  were  very  the  pulmonaiy  mucous  membrane,  so 

freely  administered,  and  I  availed  my-  common  in  these  cases.  I  cannot  ascer- 

self  of  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Lee's  advice,  tain  if  he  ever  had  syphilis. 

A  shffht  degree  of  rallying  took  place.  He    gradually  recovered    from    the 

but  this  was  soon  followed  by  a  relapse,  more  severe  S3rmptoms,  daily  acquiring 

and  she  died    about  eighteen  hours  flesh  and  strengui  under  a  tonic  regi* 

after  delivery.  men ;  and  up  to  January  27th  continued 

Her  body  was  examined  by  Dr.  Lee  in  a  course  of  steady  and  progressive 

and  myself  next  day,  when  all   the  improvement. 

viscera  were  found  quite  healthy,  and  27th.---This  afternoon  he  was  very 

no  cause  of  death  could  be  discovered,  much  frightened  by  a  cat,  which  flew 

The  uterus  was  well  contracted,  and  at  him,  but  did  not  bite  him,  and  which, 

quite  healthy,  containing  a  large  coagu-  in  his  extremely  debilitated  state,  caused 

lum  in  its  cavity.  greAt  a^tation  and  excitement;  at  the 

I  attribute  this  catastrophe  chiefly  to  same  time  inducing  considerable  exer- 

the  almost  heart-broken  state  in  which  tion  of  the  voice  in  calling  loudly  for 

the  patient  passed  the  latter  period  of  help.  He  did  not  recover  the  fright  for 

her  pregnancy;  as  her  physical  debility  some  hours,  and  during  this  time,  his 

prior  to  labour  was  by  no  means  ex-  wife  told  me,  the  respiration  continued 

cessive  (it  is  well  known  how  favoura-  hurried,    irregular,    mspiration    being 

bly  women  often  go  through  the  process  attended  by  a  great  efibrt  and  a  shrill 

even  when  exhausted  by  longstanding  croupy  sound ;  expiration  more  free,  but 

disease),  nor  her  sufierings  during  it  accompanied  at  intervals  bv  a  diy,  short, 

prolonged.  hoarse  cough,  which  she  likened  to  the 

• —  barking  of  a  dog.    I  was  not  sent  for 

EXTENSIVE  ABSCESS  until  the  next  morning. 

srrvATBD    BBTWBBN    TRB    oRico-    AND  l^th. — I  fouud  him    this    morning 

THTao-AaTTBNoiDBi  iivscLBs  AND  THB  looklug  cxtrcmcly  anxious,  nostrib  di- 

LUKNO  Muoofjs  MEBiBBANB.  latcd,  shouldcrs    elcvatcd,  respiivtion 

hurried  ;   irregular  spasmodic  mspira- 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  tion,  attended   by  a    crowing  croupy 

gjjj  sound;  expiration  short,  and  frequently 

The  ca^e  enclosed  presente  some  in-  v^£^v^tw!irtL^vLI?^'*- 

joumaUu  wi^  oblige  „^e  by  in«.ning  J^ft  V^^^r  ^^^  .^S .l^- 

~    Yoi^^bedient  servant,  "^^^^^  «>f'  f^  comp««.ible. 

Samuel  B.  Cowan,  M.R.C.S.  f"  Emplart.  Lytt»  juttmi  ^Uc 

H.rrow,  Feb.  1«,  IMl.  ^'ft  'iT^ij^""™'"  f""^^'  '*-."?■ 

Josiah  Adams,  st  10,  a  labourer,  of  emetic  of  Ipecac.  immediotelT.     Hot 

a  sanguineous  temperament,  temperate  pedilnvia. 

habits,  havine  enjoyed  generally  a  good  29th.— He  found  great  relief  from 

state  of  health,  came  under  my  caw  the  emetic  bringing  ^  JaaatitTS 


MR.  DRUITT  ON  DAMAGED  TEA,  833 

▼iBcid  mucus}  no  appearance  of  a  fake  part    of    the   cricoid    cartilage    was 

membrane.  The  crowing  still  continues,  absorbed;   the  edges  of  the  cartilage 

with  the  peculiar  cough;  the  symptoms  being  seen  on  the  leftside  in  the  centre 

improvedtowardsevening,  there  being  of  the  abscess   rough  and    irregular, 

distinct  intervals  of  aggravation.  .  Rima  glottidis  extremely  small,  not 

Continaes  the  remedies  na  before,  and  was  admitting  a  crow's  quill ;  mucous  mem- 
ordered  an  embrocation  of  croton  oil  to  brane  thickened,  oedematous,  corru- 
the  larynx.  gated,  more    than    usually    vascular. 

30th.— Says  he  is  better.     Croupy  Corda   vocales    scarcely    perceptible ; 

symptoms  continue ;  expectoration  thin-  jentncles  of  the  larynx  obliterated  from 

ner,les8  copious;  symptoms  increased  ^^  ®dema.      Glottis   erect;    mucous 

towards  evening  membrane  somewhat  thickened,  vascu- 

3l8t.—Pafised  a  better  night;  voice  lar ;  (Edematous  at  its  base ;  oesophagus 

weaker;   restlessness;   anxictyj    coun-  contracted  immediately  behind  the  ab- 

tenance  duller.  ^c^®*      .,     , .  ,  -  ^, . 

r^    ^        u •  J-  ^L     .  rrom  the  history  of  this  case,  and 

Contmues  his  remedies;  mouth  not  sore,    the  sudden  appearance  of   the  more 

Feb.  1st.  —  Symptoms   unchanged;  severe  symptoms,  we  confess  we  found 

pulse    quicker,  130,    extremely  com-  great  difficulty  at  the  time  in  arriving 

pressible ;  complains  of  slight  dyspha-  at   any   satisfactory   diagnosis.     The 

^a ;  restlessness  and  anxiety  continue,  disease  was  evidently  in  the  larynx ; 

increased  towards  evening.  but  its  exact  nature  appeared  extremely 

2d. — Passed  a  bad  night ;  respiration  doubtful,  from  the  sudden  accession  of 

attended  by  increased  effort;   croupy  symptoms,  and  the  evident  increase  and 

symptoms  continue  unchanged.  decrease  in  the  severity  of  the  dyspnoea ; 

3d. — All  the  symptoms  continue  much  the    expectoration  at  the  same   time 

the  same;   countenance  duller;  com-  ^ving evidence  of  a  certain  degree  of 

plains  of  drowsiness ;   strength  much  inflammatory  action.      From  ms    ex- 

impaired.     He  was  ordered  to  continue  tremely  debilitated  condition,  state  of 

his  remedies,  with  the  addition  of  an  the  pulse,  &c.  we  refrained  from  either 

antispasmodic  mixture  every  six  hours,  general  or  local  bleeding,  and  put  him 

CoTitrary  to  orders  he  eat  a  hearty  on  the  treatment  of  chronic  laryngitis, 

dinner  of  meat,  and  died  suddenly  in  for  want  of  a  better  conception  of  his 

raising  himself  in  bed  about  an  hour  case.     Had  we  been  summoned  sooner 

afterwards.  at  the  last,  we  should  have  opened  the 

I  was  not  sent  for  until  more  than  trachea,  which  we  did  not  feel  justified 

half  an  hour  afterwards,  when  I  found  in  doing  in  the  previous  stages,  and  in 

life  quite  extinct.  this  way  prolonged  life ;   whether  per- 

Sectio  eadarerU  thirty-eight  hours  after  manently  or  not,  k  is  difficult  to  say, 

death- — ^Extemally,  very  slight  if  any  ; :- 

swelling  about  the  larynx};  parts  around  DAMAGED  TEA. 

the  base  of  the  tongue  tumefied ;  pa- 

piUee  at  the  base  of  the  ton^e  very  

much    enlarged.      On    removing    the  to  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

larynx  and  trachea,  together  with  the 

eesophagus,  and  slitting  it  up  poste-  ^'*« 

riorfy,  the  lining  membrane    of    the  I  was  last  night  at  the  house  of  a 


trachea  was  found  more  than  usually    highly    respectable    tea-dealer,    who 


appearance    of   fibrinous  deposit. 

On   cutting   through  the  cricoid  car-  sunk  in  the  sea,  has  been  washed,  kiln- 

tilage,  about  three  £nachms  of  greenish  dried,  and  offered  for  sale.    The  tea  is 

yellow,  apparently   healthy,    pus  es-  of  a  dirty  black  colour,  with  specks  of 

caped,  exposing  an  extensive  abscess,  white  or  grey;  it  is  soft,  flexible,  and 

whose  centre  had  been  cut  through,  dampish ;  not  dry  and  crisp  like  good 

situated  between  the  crico-  and  thyro-  tea,  and  it  has  a  feint  sickly  odour, 

arytenoidei  muscles    and    the  lining  The  infusion  has  a  nauseous  smell,  very 

mucous  membrane.    Walls  of  the  ab-  much  like  that  of  senna;  it  has  not  the 

scess  thickened;  cartilaginous  in  parts,  least  vestige  of  the  aromatic  flavour  of 

The   whole  of  the  central   posterior  good  tea,  but  tastes  faint,  sickly,  and 

691. — XXVII.  3  H 
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somewhat  saline  an^  styptic,  with  a  and  who  necessarily  looks  with  aifof- 

trace  of  putridity:  in  fact,  just  as  one  tion  on  the  time-hallowed  institutions 

we^STastl        ^"^"^^^^^^  ^^^  from  which  he  borrowed    the    glor>- 

Of  course  no  one  would  drink  such  ^'^^h  he  returns.     Such  is  the  case  in 

detestable  stuff  to  gratify  the  palate,  a  splendid  instance    now    before   us. 

But  as  some  very  economical  people  Several  important  changes  in  the  l^ni- 

might  think  its  cheapness  more  than  ^^^^^    ^f  Cambridge  are  advocated  by 

a  compensation  for  its  bad  tjiste,  it  may  x^     ^         n     .i_     %^           ^  ^^ 

be  as  well  to  hint  to  the  public  that  ^'-  Peacock,  the  Dean  of  Ely,  one 

decomposing  vegetable  matter  is,  in  se-  who  has  been  favourably  known  to 

vera]  form8,excecuinglynoxi6us,and that  every  Cambridge  man,  we  might  add 

this    damaged   tea  cannot  fail  to  be  to  every  British  mathematician,  for  the 

unwholesome. — I  am,  sir,  i    *          *       r           *-.         mu           i. 

Your  obedient  servant,  !«»  ^^""^  "^  »  «="*°^-    ^he  work 

Robert  Druitt.  ^  which  he  has  so  ably  set  forth  the 

$,  Broton  Street,  Feb.  19, 1840.  grounds  of  these  reforms  is  one  which 

-  cannot  avoid  making  a  sensation  in 

MTrnTn  at     n  \  ^T'T^n?  ^^^  ^^^^  *•    ^-  Peacock  treats  his 

MHiUlL.  AIj   U AZ-ili  1  1  Jli.  g^ijje^jt  with  uncompromising  firmness  j 

Friday^  February  26,  1S41.  and  has  the  rare  art  of  uniting  aigu- 

ments  which  must  convince,  with  a 

"Licet  omnibos,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dif^itatem  delicacy  which  will  necessarily  please. 

iir/teafad*c-tuerijpotMtMinodoveniendHn  j      j^^  j^    minifies  the  useful  and 

publicum  ftU,  dicendi  pericolum  non  recuso."  ^          a***m5«wo  ^AA^.    uovx«u   c»u*» 

CicBRo.  tl}e  sweet;  and  though  we  cannot  sup- 

'— ~  pose  that  he  will  carry  off  every  vote, 

PROPOSED  ALTERATIONS   IN  THE  yet  he  will  obtam  a  good  many,  and 

UNIVERSITY  OP  CAMBRIDGE.  will,  assuredly,  gain  his  point  at  last ; 

If  practitioners  of  physic  are  to  rank  ^<w  *™th  is  great,  and  shall  prevail, 

as  professors  of  a  Uberal  art^if  their  We  are  now  speaking  of  his  proposal 

name  is  to  conjure  up  all  that  science  ^^  aholish  University  oaths  j  as  to  the 

and  literature  have  to  bestow  on  human  alterations  which  he  proposes  in  the 

life— it  is  clear  that  whatever  concerns  system  of  study,  there  is,  of  conrae, 

general    education    touches   us   most  ^^^^  "^"^  ^^^  difference  of  opinion ; 

nearly,  and  that  we  must  look  with  the  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  venture  to  record  our 

highest  interest  on  every  progressive  ^^ent  on  certain  points,  though  we 

step  made  by  our  great  schools  and  are  aware  that,  in  disputing  with  the 

universities.      In   this   age  of  rapid  ^*»  ^^  ^^X  <>»  subjects  of  University 

change,  however,  quiet  men  may  be  education,  we  expose  ourselves  to  have 

excused,  if  not  praised,  should  they  feel  ^^®  ^^^^  **  '^^"^  quoted  against  na. 

something  like  alarm  at  the  sweeping  ^^'  Peacock  commences  his  learned 

improvements  which  are  proposed,  and  ^^^  entertaining  essay  with  an  account 

something  like  distrust  of  the  persons  ®^  *^^  ancient  and  statutable  constitu- 

who,  too  often,  propose  them.     Dis-  ^^^  °^  *^®  University,  and  the  altera- 

appointment  has  been  known  to  call  ^^^^  "^^^^^  ^*  ^^  undergone.    Such 

itself  patriotism,  and  spleen  would  pass  ^"  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^'^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

for  justice.    In  proportion  to  the  fre-  P^^*  ^'^   ^  manners  and   studies 

qiiency  of  these  natural  alarms  must  be  ^^°^^  *^®  *^  ^^  Elizabeth,  that  though 

the  gratification  of  every  right-minded  ^^^  statutes  which  she  imposed  upon 

man,  when  he  finds  reforms  reasonable  the  University  still  remain  unrepealed, 

in  themselves  proposed  by  one  whose  ♦  ObsenrMioin  on  the  SUtntet  of  the  Dniver- 

name   ix^nden.   eulogium   supcrfluoug.  ^-llSt^SlJISin of fc^T"^  "^^  "•"• 
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4KiBTce  a  vestige  temaitiB  of  them  in  of  practice^  in  wo  grsge,  and  a  decla- 
practice.  The  undergraduates  of  those  matxbn.  Every  master  of  arts,  on  heing 
days  went  to  the  University  at  the  age  created,  was  admitted  to  the  regency, 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen.  The  collegiate  t.  e,  to  the  office  of  presiding  over  the 
discipline  was  suited  to  their  years,  disputations  in  tlie  public  schools,  and 
and  the  rod  was  the  punishment  of  this  regency  he  was  sworn  to  continue 
their  offences  up  to  eighteen.  Two,  for  five  years.  He  was  also  to  be  a 
three,  or  four,  chummed  in  the  same  daily  and  diligent  hearer  of  the  lectures 
room ;  and  even  in  Trinity  College  no  of  the  professors  of  theology  and  He- 
one  under  the  degree  of  doctor  of  di-  brew,  during  the  five  years  of  his 
vinity  seems  to  have  had  a  chamber  to  regency ;  and  during  this  period  was 
himself.  Among  other  severities  •  of  also  to  respond  once  (t.  e,  to  maintain 
that  disciplinarian  age,  no  student  an  alignment  against  the  objections  of 
below  the  standard  of  a  bachelor  of  opponents),  and  twice  to  oppose  a 
arts  of  his  second  year  was  allowed  to  bachelor  of  divinity,  "and  after  preach- 
go  into  the  town,  unless  accompanied  ing  once  in  Latin  and  once  in  English, 
by  a  master  of  arts ;  and  the  use  of  the  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  and  once  likewise 
•English  language  among  gownsmen  at  St.  Paul's  Cross,  he  was,  at  the  end 
was  utterly  prohibited.  At  five  o'clock  of  seven  years,  admitted  bachelor  of 
•in  the  morning  they  assembled  in  the  divinity."  His  labours,  however,  were 
College  Chapel  for  prayers ;  at  six  they  not  yet  finished ;  for  a  similar  course  of 
proceeded  to  the  Hall  to  perform  the  studies  and  exercises  was  enjoined  for 
•College  exercises ;  at  nine  they  went  five  years  more,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
to  the  public  schools  of  the  University,  was  admitted  a  doctor  in  theology.  The 
^sitber  to  hear  the  lectures  of  the  pro-  sum  totalwasnineteen  years  of  residence 
feasors,  or  to  attend  the  disputations  and  study. 

required  for  the  degrees  of  bachelor  It  is  almost  needless  to  dwell  on  the 

ftnd  masters  of  arts.    ''  They  dined  at  innumerable  points  of  discipline  and  in- 

eleven  o'clock,  and  at  one  o'clock  they  struction  which  have  gradually  fallen 

returned  to  their  attendance  on  the  de-  into  neglect,  and  almost  into  oblivion, 

damationsandexereisesof  the  masters  since  the  days  of  Queen  Bess.    The 

and  bachelors  of  arts.      From  three  name  of  Aristotle,  which  then  swayed 

o'clock  until  six  they  were  at  liberty  to  the   schools  with  despotic  authority, 

pursue  their  amusements,  or  their  pri-  is  now  scarcely  pronounced ;  and  the 

vate  studies ;  at  six  o'clock  they  supped  scholastic  logic,  once  thought  the  pcr- 

in  the  College-Hall,  and  immediately  fection  of  human  wisdom,  is  now  utterly 

afterwards  they  retired  to  their  cham-  forgotten.     Nobody  regrets  this ;    no 

•bers."  (Peacock,  p.  8).  one  would  give  up  Newton  for  Aristotle, 

The  bachelors  of  arts  were  intended  or  Porson  for  **  the  grammatical  insti- 

still  to  reside  at  the  university ;  and  the  tutions   of  Clcnardus,  Ceporinus,   or 

three  years  which  elapsed  before  they  Gaza;"   every  one  has  admired,  and 

were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  master  must  admire,  the  University  of  Cam- 

of  arts  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  bridge  for  the  cautious  zeal  with  which 

•the  Aristotelian  philosophy,  astronomy,  it  has  embraced  eveiy  improvement  in 

cosmography,  music,  and  Greek.  They  science,  and  every  refinement  of  litera- 

were  likewise  compelled  to  be  present  ture:  yet  still  there  remains  one  amend- 

at  all  public  disputations  of  masters  of  ment  to  be  adopted,  which  Dr.  Peacock 

arts.    They  also  had  to  make  three  urges  in  the  best  possible  tone,  and  in 

rcsponsions,  in  addition  to  two  by  way  which  every  friend  to  the  common- 
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wealth  will  agree  with  him.  The  system  to  be  demanded:  whilst  the  few  fng- 

of  education  is  wholly  different  from  nients  of  the  real  obligations  whicii 

that  which  is  enjoined  by  the  statutes :  ^^^  ^"^P^  ^^  "^^  g^erally  of  such 

,    .      "^  ^          V^,             ^  a  cnaracter  as  would  appear  to  require 

no  one  desires   to   see    the  practice  the  security  of  so  solemnwi  act." 
brought  back  to  the  theory;  then  alter 

the  theory  to  suit  the  practice-repeal  ^'-  ^*«''  "^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

the  statutes.  But  this,  it  seems,  cannot  ^^  quoted  by  the  Dean  of  Ely,  wishes 

formally  be  done,  at  least  with  a  great  ''^^  ^"^  ^^^^^^  abolition  of  the  oaths 

number  of  them.    The  code  of  statutes  administered^  by   the  *  University    of 

of  the  twelfth  year  of  Elizabeth,  as  well  ^^^^d-    ^^'  Peacock  would  seem  to 

as  some  other  enactments,  cannot  be  wishtoretain  the  oaths  taken  by  masters 

repealed  by  the  authority  of  the  senate  ^^  ^^^^^^^  of  colleges,  after  the  statutes 

alone ;  then  let  them  be  abrogated  by  ^^^^^  ^^^V  promise  to  obey  have  been 

Parliament,  or  by  the  Queen  in  Council,  reformed  • ;  but  we  confess  that  we  do 

as  may  seem  most  expedient,  and  let  ^^^  ^S^^  ^'^  ^^i™- 

others  be  substituted  which  are  recom-  The  oaths  of  admission  to  degrees 

mended  by  the  actual  practice  of  the  and  creation  have  a  cauiela  attached  to 

University.     The  most  painful  point,  them,  by  which  the  University  declares 

however,    concerning    these    statutes,  ^^a^  those  who  break  the  statutes,  but 

both  university  and  collegiate,  is,  that  submit  to  the  consequent  punishments, 

the  custom  of  swearing  to  observe  them  are  not  guilty  of  perjury ;  and  the  juror 

is  still  continued.     In  two  instances,  always  takes  the  oath  #ecii«ilMm /aioran 

indeed.   Dr.   Ainslie,    the    Master   of  senatusconndti  in   cmUtlam  jwrantium 

Pembroke  College,  (honour  be  to  his  /flc/i. 

name!)has8ucceeded  in  converting  the  This  cautela  was  frjuned   in   1647, 

oaths  into  equivalent  afRrmationR,  under  when  the  ruling  party  saw  the  danger 

the  authority  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  o^  the  oaths,  but  had  not  boldness 

bill.    These  are,  the  matriculation  oath,  enough  to  throw^them  overboard  alto- 

and  the  one  on  taking  the  degree  of  gether:    let  us  hope  that  the  higher 

bachelor  of  arts ;  the  others  remain  as  tone  of  the  religious  and  moral  feeling 

they  were.  On  these  Dr.  Peacock  says —  of  this  age  may  enable  the  present  re- 

«' We  have  now  considered  the  princi-  fo™  to  be  a  thorough  one  f  J 
pal  oaths  which  are  required  upon  ad-  It  is  clear  that  sooner  or  later  this 
mission  to  degrees  and  to  the  regency;  improvement  must  come  :  we  could  wish 
and  every  person  who  deprecates  the  at-  it  to  be  immediate.  In  considerini?  the 
testation  of  the  name  of  God,  and  the  -„v:o^f  ^r  n^w^^  „*«*,,*««  /««  j-  *:  ^ 
appeal  to  his  vengeance,  except  upon  ^"^'J^^J  ?^  ^?^««  «**^te«  (««?  ^t^<^ 
the  most  serious  and  most  solemn  occa-  ^^^  University  ones)  Dr.  Peacock  colli- 
sions, when  important  obligations  are  ments  on  the  restrictions  to  be  found 
about  to  be  incurred,  and  most  respon-  in  the  statutes  of  several  CoUeires  rclat- 

sible  duties  are  required  to  be  performed,    . ♦^  *u  *•     •      i.- i.  ^  ii  * 

will  agree  in  wishing  for  theirabolition  1°«  *^  ^^  ^°^^*««  "^  ^^»^^  ^^^^^^  a« 

or  amendment.    For  we  have  found  '^orn-     ^^  the  fifteenth,  and  beginning 

that  they  relate  to  observances  which  of  the  sixteenth  century,  party  feuds 

have  become  obsolete  or  impossible;  to  ^n  so  high,  and  the  factions  of  the 

statutes  which,  to  a  great  degree  at     o^^i^^^Za  a    »    i    c      i.*.     •  - 

least,  have  ceised  to  be  obeyed;   to  ^<w-««fc*ajadili»/riifc»  fought  so  mtcme- 

studies  and  exercises  which  have  ceased  eine  a  war,  that  it  was  thought  necessaiy 

to  be  followed  or  performed;  to  pay-  to  enact  in  the  Colleges  founded  at  that 

ments  which  have  ceased  to  be  paid ;     ; 

to  official  duties  which  have  ceased  to  *  2P-  "**  ^'  ""'• 

be  discharged ;  to  continued  residences  oky^J^'^b  Z*  ^^Sh  "tJ^  ffJ^tSSS 

withinthelJniversitywhichhaveceased  one."*****  oath., nor,  indeed,  to  tn  Umverrity 
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period,  that  not  more  than  two  fellows  Edwards.  The  University  of  Cambridge, 

shouldbe  elected  from  the  same  county;  however,  on  this  as  on  other  points, 

or,  in  other  instances,  that  natives  of  has  set  an  excellent  example ;  and  the 

counties  north  and  south  of  the  Trent  principal  Colleges  have  throw^n  open 

should  be  elected  alternately.    Should  their  fellowships  without  distinction  of 

such  statutes  be  retained?    The  Dean  counties. 

of  Ely  an^w^rs  this  question  by  an  able  

distinction.    The  statutes  of  a  College  SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER. 

are  often  of  two  kinds ;  some  being  We  understand  that  Sir  Astley  has 

adopted  from  the  laws  of  more  ancient  left  his  books  and  preparations,  toge- 

bpdies,  whUe  others  are  the  founder's  *^«!L^^^   »    s™^  f  *^  ^^  ^^^^Y 

IL,     TK-  fi.««o,  r«o^  K«  n«««Ho«.^  (£2000),  to  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper.     He 

own.    The  former  may  be  considered  ^^  ^^^  bequeathed    i4000^or  the 

asmore  especially  characteristic  of  local  purpose  of  founding  an  annual  prize, 

and  temporaiy  circumstances ;  the  lat-  to  be  competed  for  oy  the  medical  pu- 

ter,  of  the  original  and  independent  de-  pils  of  Guy's  Hospital.     The  bulk  of 

sign  of  the /ounder.    Now,  when  cir-  his  fortune  goes  with  the  title. 

®  \^  .    1        i_         J         A  meeting  is  to  take  place  on  Thurs- 

cumstMices   ha.ve     entirely     changed,  ^ay,  March  4th,  at  8  p.m..  in  the  Free- 

when    Cistrentani  and   Transtrentani  masons'  Tavern,  *'  for  the  purpose  of 

live  in  pe^ce  and  amity,  the  statutes  considerinff  the  propriety  of  raising  a 

which    were  merely   based   on   their  ^""^  ^Y  subscription  for  the  erection  of 

,,,  •',,      -.i^      .  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  this 

feuds  may  be  repealed  without    vio-  distinguished  surgeon;"   Mr.  Travers 

lating  the  founder's  will ;  but  there  are  to  take  the  chair. 

many  instances  of  the  limitation  of  fel-  

lowships  to  peculiar  counties,  or  schools,      '    report    OF   THE    CASES 
where  this  rule  does  not  apply,  and  trbatbdatthb 

where  the  preference  evidently  pro-  aRDWICK  AND  ANCOATS 

ceeded  from  some    partiality    of  the      DISPENSARY,  MANCHESTER, 

founder ;  and  in  these  cases  the  foun- ^.    ....    ^  ._.,  .^^^  .    .,    ,  , ^- 

,    .       .',  ,    ,  ^  J   ,.  From  the  ZOih  of  Aprtl,  19Z9,  to  tne  lit  of 

der's  wishes  are  to  be  respected,  "  even  ^^^y^  1840. 

though  by  so  doing  we  may  not  always        3^  ^^^^^^  ^^  J^^  Howabd.  M.D. 
consult  the    highest  interests  of  the  PhysicUm  to  the  Inatitution. 

society,  to  which  such  restrictions  ap-  ^..^ 

ply."    Surely,  this  is  carrying  conser-  This    dispensary,  at  which   nearly   4000 

vatism  too  fox.     All  other  entails  can  P*tienti  are  admitted  annaaUy,  ia  situated 

,     ,     ,  J     1  .  .-,        o     rr  «.u  in  one  of  the  poorest  districts  in  Manchester, 

be  broken,  and  why  not  these?     If  the  The  persons  to  whom  it  affords  relief  are, 

possessor  of  an  estate  and  his  heir-at-  for  the  most  part,  employed  in  the  varioui 

law  can  disturb  the  course  of  succession  branches  of  the  cotton  manufactare,  and 

intended    by     their    ancestors,    why  may,  therefore,  scrrc  to  afford  some  indi. 

^  i.  ■*  cation  ofthe  diseases  most  prevalent  amongst 

should  the  will  of  some  benefactor  of  this  class  of  operatives.     The  majority  of 

the  fifteenth  century  give  an  eternal  the  patients  are  in  a  state  of  great  indigence 

and  irrevocable  preference  to  the  minor  •J^  destitution ;  they  seldom  havea  regular 

'^  .  .  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  food ;    are 

merit  ofone  county  over  the  major  ment  insufficienUy  clothed,  and,  from  the  nature 

of  another  ?      What    the  Dean   says  of  their  employments,  are  often  exposed  to 

in  another  place  of  the  inexpediency  of  Sf  '  "^  r?**?  variations  of  temperature. 

^11  iij  jffi  Thi^  reside  in  densely  populated,  filthy,  and 

unchangeable  laws,  holds  good  of  lega-  confined  locaUties ;  their  dwellings  are  damp, 

cies  of  unchangeable  application  ;  and  dilapidated,  scantily  furnished,  and  extremely 

the  supreme  power  in  the  state  can  comfortless-many  of  them  cellars  of  the 

.'^      ..r^:.^.   -HI  J  worst  dcscnption — where  they  herd  together 

never  have  Its  hands  tied  by  laws  passed  j„  ^^^^  incredible  numbers,  without  the 

in  the  days  of  the  Henries    and  the  least  regard  to  order,  cleanliness,  or  vend- 
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latioD.  Intemperance  is  vefy.  prevalent 
amongst  them,  and  to  this  vice  many  of 
their  diseases,  and  much  of  their  poverty, 
is  ondouhtedly  attributable ;  thongh  it  has 
probably  been  too  much  the  custom  of  late 
to  ascribe  their  distressed  condition  too 
indiscriminately  to  this  cause,  whereas  it 
has  appeared  to  me  to  arise  more  generally 
from  their  frequent  want  of  employment, 
and  inability  to  work  in  conseijaenoe  of  bad 
health. 

In  a  population  Buffering  fr6m  so  many 
causes  of  physical  depression,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising  that  there  always  exists  a  large 
amount  of  disease,  or  that  their  complaints 
are  generally  of  an  asthenic  type,  and  little 
under  the  control  of  medicines,  or  such  other 
remedies  as  a  physician  to  a  dispenscEry  has 
within  his  reach. 

In  the  following  report  (which  merely 
comprises  the  cases  under  the  care  of  one 
of  the  physicians)  the  diseases  have  been 
dassified,  with  few  exceptions,  according  to 
the  arrangement  proposed  by  Mr.  Farr. 
It  is  not  professed  that  the  name  of  the  dis- 
ease assigned  to  each  case  has  always  been 
strictly  correct ; — such  accuracy,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  medical  science,  is  impossible, 
and  least  of  all  is  it  attainable  in  dispensary 
practice.  The  irregular  attendance  of  the 
patients,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  post- 
mortem examinations,  are  here  great  obsta- 
cles. In  the  more  trivial  cases,  it  often 
happens  that  after  two  or  three  attendances 
the  patient  getj  well  and  resumes  his  work, 
without  ever  taking  the  trouble  of  returning 
to  be  regularly  discharged,  and  the  physician 
has  then  no  opportunity  of  confirming  or 
correcting  his  first  diagnosis.  In  the  chro- 
nic or  incurable  cases,  again,  the  patient  not 
unfrequently  becomes  dissatisfied  with  his 
slow  progress,  and  if  there  is  a  choice  of 
charities,  perhaps  applies  to  another  for 
advice,  or  .more  probably  places  himself 
under  the  care  of  a  quack,  who  generally 
contrives,  by  a  system  of  artifice  or  decep- 
tion, to  delude  the  poor  sufferer  into  a  he^ 
lief  of  his  power  to  cure  his  disease,  until  ho 
has  robbed  him  of  his  last  penny. 

When,  from  peculiar  obscurity,  there  was 
a  difficulty  in  referring  the  case  to  any  strictly 
idiopathic  affection,  tibe  most  urgent  symp- 
tom WM  assumed  to  be  the  disease,  and  has 
been  registered  as  such  in  the  table. 

Yet,  even  with  the  liability  to  error  from 
aU  these  sources,  such  reports,  if  sufficiently 
numerous,  cannot  £ail  to  afford  useful  sta- 
tistical data. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THB  CASES. 

Epidemic  end  Conta§fioui  DigeasBi. 

Fever 80 

Infantile  remittent  fever       .     .     .     .10 

Variola 7 

Rubeok 14 


ScarKltina.  .••.••...  40> 
Anasarca  foUowtng  scariatxna  •    •    •  2^ 

Pertussis ^ 

Catarrhtts  epidemicus     •    .     •    •     .    7 

187 

J)ise(ue9  if  the  Brain  and  Nervom  8y$tem. 

Hydrocephalus      ....••..  3 

Apoplexia 2 

Hemiplegn      ;»••.•••-  7 
Paraplegia   ...••••••1 

Paralysis  partialis  ....•••  1 

Aniesthesia 1 

Epilepsia     ..•••....  7 

Ramollissement  cerebri      . .    •    •    •  I 

Convulsions     ...••...  1 

Cephalalgia 12 

Vertigo *...;.& 

Chorea a    •  2 

Tic  douloureux «    •  1 

Ophthalmia      ..••..••  3 

Deafness 1 

Hysteria 7 

Hypochondriasis  • 3 

Sciatica 2 

Curvature  of  spine     ......  2 

62 

DUeaeee  ^f  the  Organe  qf  Reepiration  and 
qfihe  Heart. 

Cynanche  trachealis 1 

Bronchitis  and  chronic  cough  .     .      125 

Catarrhns 14 

Pneumonia 12 

Phthisis 53 

Asthma       •    • 13 

Hsmoptysifl 8. 

Pleuritis      . .15 

Hydrothorax 9 

Empyema 1 

Pleurodynia .8 

Pericarditis 2 

Morbus  cordis       .......  14 

273 

DiteoHe  qf  the  Organa  qf  Digeithm. 

Caries  oasis  palati      ......  1 

Odontalgia       ........  2 

Ulceration  of  gums    ......  1 

Dentition 6 

Cancrum  oris 1 

Cynanche  parotidssa 3 

Cynanche  tonsillaris 12 

Stricture  of  oesophagus 1 

Gastritis 1 

Dyq^epsia ,42 

Oastl'odynia 12 

Cardialgia  .........  1 

Pyrosis 2 

Vomiting     .........  2 

Gastric  irritation 6 

Scirrhus  pylori 1 

Hiematemesis 3 

Gastro-enteritis 4 
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Intestinal  iriitatioa 2 

Diarrhoea 29 

Dy:<senteria 10 

Obstipatio        28 

CoUca 2 

Enteralgia 5 

Cholera 2 

Verminatin 2 

Tabes  mesentenca     ..••..    3 

Peritonitis 3 

Ascites 1 

Haemorrhois ..4 

Hepatitis 3 

Morbus  hepatitis 4 

Icterus 1 

200 
Diseases  qfibe  GenertUioe  end  Urinary 

Organs, 

Syphilis 4 

Gonorrhoea 2 

Inflammation  of  vagina  .....     1 

Cystitis 2 

Irritatio  Tesiese     .......    3 

Eneuresia 1 

Orchitis 1 

Diabetes 1 

Amenorrhoea    ........  12 

Dysmenorrhoea .1 

Menorrhagia    • 10 

Leucorrhoea 9 

Abortns 4 

Prolapsus  uteri 1 

Scirriius  uteri I 

Morbus  ovarii 1 

54 

Diseases  qfthe  Skin  and  CelhOar  Tissue. 

Strophulus 3 

Lichen .4 

Prurigo  senilis 1 

Psoriasis 1 

Herpes  ..........  3 

Herpes  zoster 2 

Scabies .  13 

Unea  capitis 1 

Porri^o 5 

Erysipelas .6 

Phlegmon    •    •    .' 1 

Anasarca 14 

CEdema  pedum 4 

58 
Other  Diseases^ 

Scrofabi      .     * .3 

Rheumatismus 59 

Chlorosis 6 

Undue  lactation 3 

Deficiency  of  food 6 

Intemperance        2 

Old  Age 1 


Total  number  of  patients,  914. 
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The  cases  of  fever  were  generally  of  a 
mild  character,  and  not  marked  by  any 
peculiarity  requiring  particular  comments 
The  disease  prevailed  chiefly  in  the  most 
confined  and  filthiest  parts  of  the  district, 
esi)eciaily  in  dose  courts  and  cellars,  where 
great  numbers  were  crowded  together,  and 
amongst  the  poorest  and  most  destitute 
portion  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  often 
distinctly  traceable  to  contagion,  and  the 
oocurrenoe  of  more  than  one  case  in  the 
same  house  was  very  fireqnent. 

Among  the  diseases  of  the  .epidemic  dass^ 
the  circumstance  most  worthy  of  notice  was 
the  great  prevalence  of  scarlatina,  I  at- 
tended, altogether,  sixty  cases.  Forty  of 
these  were  admitted  during  the  febrile  stag^ 
and  twenty  at  a  subsequent  period,  after  the 
supervention  of  dropsy.  Of  the  whole  num* 
bcr,  nine  proved  fiital,  and  fifty-one  recovered. 

The  greatest  variety  prevailed  in  regard 
to  the  type  of  the  disease :  in  many  instances 
it  was  extremely  mild  ;  in  others  it  was  of  a 
very  malignant  character,  proving  rapidly 
htai;  and  I  had  frequently  occasion  t* 
rem«rk,  that  when  one  child  in  a  family 
suffered  from  the  complaint  in  the  latte^ 
form,  the  others  who  were  attacked  had  it 
severely  also.  This  was  not  without  excep- 
tions, though  the  fact  was  usually  as  I.  have 
stated.*  In  those  cases  v^here  death  occurred 
early,  there  were  generally  great  swelling 
and  inflammation  of  the  parotid  and  sub- 
maxillary, glands,  which  appeared,  in  many 
instances,  to  be  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
fatal  termination.  Extensive  sloughing  of 
the  throat  was  not  so  frequent  an  occurrence 
as  I  have  known  it  in  some  other  epidemics. 
In  infimcy  the  proportion  of  deaths  was  very 
large,  and  the  younger  the  child  the  leas 
was  the  chance  of  recovery.  The  period  at 
which  the  eruption  showed  itself,  its  duration, 
and  its  ehadd  of  colour,  were  extremely 
various ;  and  its  recession  and  reappearance 
in  the  course  of  the  disease  were  by  no 
means  uncommon. 

The  most  remarkable  feature,  however,  in 
the  history  of  the  epidemic,  was  the  singular 
frequency  with  which  the  disease  was  followed 
by  dropsy.  In  no  other  epidemic  of  scarla- 
tma  have  I  witnessed  so  uniform  a  tendency 
to  this  formidable  sequela  of  the  complaint. 

Nothing  could  be  more  uncertain  than  the 
period  at  which  this  symptom  came  on.  In 
some  instances  its  existence  was  perceptible 
almost  immediately  after  the  decline  of  the 
efflorescence,  and  in  one  case  there  was  an 
interval  of  six  months ;  but  the  most  usual 
time  of  its  appearance  was  from  ten  or 
twelve  days  to  three  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fever. 

The  oedema  usually  first  shewed  itself  in 
the  &ce,  then  in  the  inferior  extremities, 
and,  if  not  arrested  by  remedies,  gradually 
extended  over  the  whole  -  body.     In  severe 
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tBBBBt  the  general  onasarca  was  followed  by  after,  mild  than  .aevere  caaea.      In 

cfihaion  into  the  serous  cavities  of  the  head,  instances    (where   anasarca   followed)    the 

chest,  or  abdomen.  eruptive  stage  was  so  slight  as  scarcely  to 

The  urine,  very  scanty  in  quantity,  re-  attract  the  notice  of  the  child's  attendanta  ; 
sembled  dirty  water,  or  an  infusion  of  and  presumptive  evidence  of  its  general  mild- 
coffee,  in  appearance,  and  was  often  as  dark  ness  exists  in  the  simple-fiict,  that,  in  twenty 
coloured  as  porter.  In  every  instance  in  of  the  cases,  medical  aid  .was  not  songfat 
which  I  tested  it,  traces  of  albumen  were  until  the  dropsy  Jiad  supervened.  Neither 
exhibited  on  the  application  of  heat  or  the  did  a  state  of  debility  appear  to  piediqioae 
bichloride  of  mercury,  though  sometimes  to  it,  for  its  occurrence  was  not  more  com- 
only  slightly  so.  The  tongue  was  gene-  mon  in  children. who  were  nmch  reduced, 
rally  white,  and  the  pulse  quickened,  but  than  in  those  who  were  robust, 
there  was  seldom  much  febrile  disturbance  ;  The  cause  which  above  all  others  seemed 
and,  indeed,  I  have  often  been  surprised  at  to  be  most  powerAU  in  giving  rise  to  tkia 
the  remarkable  absence  of  any  particular  formidable  sequela  of  4M»rlatina,  was  ex- 
feeling  of  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  posure  to  cold ;  and  in  this  fact  we  hove  a 
patients,  who  were  not  uncommonly  inclined  ready  explanation  of  its  greater  irequeocj 
to  play  about  and  continue  their  juvenile  after  mild  than  severe  i^cks.  In  the 
amusements  as  usual.  The  appetite  was  former  (in  consequence  of  the  trifling  feeling 
often  good,  and  sometimes  positively  vora<-  of  indisposition  remaining,  and  theappape&t 
cious,  during  the  whole  course  of  this  seoon-  little  necessity,  for  precaution),  the  chUdrcn, 
dary  disease.  Frequently  no  great  uneasi-  of  the  lower  prders  at  least,  are  generally 
ness  or  distress  was  experienced  until  the  allowed  to. go  out  of  doors  immediately  eo 
effusion  in  the  chest  became  so  copious  as  to  the  subsidence  of  the  fever  i  whereas*  the 
interfere  with  the  function  of  respiration.  debiUtated  state  of  diildren  who  have  suffered 
In  some  of  the  aggravated  cases,  where  from  the  disease  in  a  severer  form,  compels 
hydrocephalus  threatened,  obstinate  vomiting  them  to  remain  in,  bed,  or,  at  any  rate* 
was  present,  and  constituted  a  formidable  confines  them  to  the  house  for  a  considerable 
obstacle  to  the  internal  administration  of  time ;  and  to  tUs  circumstance  I  cannot 
remedies.  doubt  that  their  comparative  exemption  from 

The  rapidity  with  whidi  this  dropsical  dropsy  is  attributable, 
eflusion  occasionally  accumulates,  and  the  The  extremely  cold  weather,  and  par- 
suddenness  with  which  fatal  symptoms  ticularly  the  chUling  easterly  winds  which 
sometimes  supervene,  when  the  patient  prevailed  for  a  long  period  in  the  wptixng^ 
appeare  to  be  going  on  well,  requires  especial  when  scarlatina  was  rife,  appeared  to  be 
attention,  and  points  out  the  necessity  of  particularly  active  as  an  exciting  cause  of  the 
caution  in  giving  a  prognosis.  anasarca.     Tlie  frequent  occurrence  of  other 

I  have  known  more  than  one  instance  cases  of  acute  dropsy  at  this  time,  where  no 

where  a  child,  apparently  in  no  danger,  was  predisposition  to  the  disease  had  been  ac- 

seized  without  warning  with  convulsions,  quired  by  an  attack  of  scarlatina,  indicated 

and  died  in  a  few  minutes,  in  consequence  of  something    in    the    state    of   the    weather 

effusion  within  the  head;  and  I  have  wit-  peculiarly  favourable  to  its    development, 

nessed  death  produced  under  similar  dreum-  One  of  the  cases  of  measles  under  my  care 

stances  by  rapid  and  unexpected  efiusion  in  was  followed  by  anasarca-;   an  occurrence 

the  chest.  which,  though  rare,  compared  with  its  fre- 

A  favourable  prognosis  can  never  with  quency  after  scarlatina,  is  mentioned  as  an 
safety  be  given  until  the  secretion  from  the  occasioiul  sequela  by  several  authora. 
kidneys  luis  been  restored  and  become  With  respect  to  the  pathology  of  this 
natural  in  appearance.  As  long  as  the  species  of  dropsy,  I  think  no  doubt  can 
scantiness  and  high  colour  of  the  urine  he  entertained  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
continue,  the  case  must  be  considered  one  of  generally  received  opinion,  that  it  is  of  an 
danger,  even  though  all  the  other  symptoms  active  character,  and  not  the  consegnenoe  of 
are  improving.  By  the  action  of  purgatives  debility.  This  is  proved  by  many  of  the 
or  of  vomiting,  or  from  some  less  obvious  facts  already  stated,  as  well  as  by  the  success 
cause,  the  anasarca  is  often  temporarUy  attending  the  employment  of  remedies  of  the 
diminished ;  but,  unless  the  urinary  secretion  antiphlogistic  kind.  . 
be  at  the  same  time  re-established,  the  dis-  Tliat  .disturbance  in  the  functions  of  die 
ease  always  returns,  or  the  patient  often  skin  should  be  a  frequent  consequence  of  an 
becomes  suddenly  and  alarmingly  worse,  attack  of  scarlatina  might  naturally  be  ex- 
Relapses,  indeed,  were  very  frequent  among  pected.  .  The  weakened  state  ofthecuticnlar 
the  dispensary  patients.              ^  capillaries  .  (the    effect    of   their    previous 

The  severity  of  the  original  disease  cer-  inordinate  action  during  the  eruptive  stage), 

tainly    did   not   increase   the   tendency   to  and  their  unusually  unprotected  situation, 

dropsy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was,  according  arising   from    the   loss    of  the  cuticle   by 

to  mf  observations,  decidedly  more  frequent  desquamation,  render  them  peculiarly  sns- 
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«eptiible  of  external  impreoions ;   and  any  object  ts  merely  to  reduce  the  Tolnme  of 

exposure  to  cold  air  at  thia  time  quickly  blood  circulating  in  the  yessela,  in  order  to 

diecka  the  perspiratioii.     In  order  to  com<-  remoTe  congestion,  and  increase  the  activity 

pensate  for  this  suspended  exhalation  from  of  absorption ;  whilst,  in  the  other,  our  en- 

the  skin,  and  obviate  the  injurious  effects  of  deayour  is  to  diminish  the  forceof  the  heart's 

undue  distension  of  the  blowKl-vessels  by  its  action  ;    and  it  is  generally  important  to 

detention  in  the  circulation,  serum  is  effused  effect  this  with  as  lit&e  loss  of  the  vital  fluid 

into  the  cellular  tissue,  or  the  cavities  lined  as  possible. 

with  serous  membranes.     I  am  not  inclined  Hie  embarrassed  state  of  the  re^iration, 

to  consider  the  effusion  as  the  result  of  and  evident  congestion  of  the  lungs,  naturally 

inflammatory   action  :    the  absence  of  all  point  out  the  chest  as  the  mo^t  eligible  place 

febrile  symptoms  in  many  of  the  cases  shows  to  which  to  apply  the  leeches.     If  danger  is 

that  this  is  not  the  case.      The  process  threatenedfrom  cerebral  symptoms,  of  course 

appears  to  be  merely  the  substitution  of  one  they  will  be  more  appropriately  applied  to 

kind  of  exhalation  for  another ;  the  natural  the  head. 

excretion  from  the  skin  being  checked,  the  Next  tothea^^straction  of  blood, /wr^a/ton 

system  relieves  itself  by  establishing  a  vica-  is  the  most  efficient  remedy  in  tl^s  species 

rious  one.  of  dropsy.     It  is  not  sufficient  merely  to 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  utility  of  venn-  remove  the  constipation  which  may  exist : 

section  arises  from  its  effect  in  relieving  in  order  to  obtain  thp  foil  benefit  of  this 

internal    congestion    and   augmenting   the  class  of  medicines,  it  is  necessary  to  produce 

activity  of  absortion,  by  lessening  the  mass  copious  watery  evacuations,   and,  for  this 

of  blood,  according  to  the  well-known  prin-  purpose  drastic,  or  what  are  called  hydra- 

dple  first  propounded  by  Magendie.    When  gogue  cathartics,  are  required.    That  which 

ascites,  bydrothorax,  or  hydrocephalus,  takes  I  &ve  chiefly  used  is  jalap,  in  combination 

place,    there  are  no  symptoms  indicating  with  calomel,  or  the  bitartrate  of  potash, 

inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  pleura,  or  Elaterium  proved  very  efficacious  in  the  few 

the  meninges  of  the  brain ;  nor  has  the  fluid  cases  in  which  I  gave  it,  but  the  extreme 

found    in  tiiese  cavities  after  death  the  ap-  youth  of  most  of  my  patients  prevented  me 

pearance  of.  inflammatory  effusion.     In  the  from  prescribing  it  frequentiy.    When,  from 

few  cases  in  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  the  tendency  to  vomiting  which  often  existed, 

of  making  post-mortem  examinations,  it  was  powders  were  rejected,    I  generally   pre- 

dear,    and  without  any  flakes   of  lymph,  scribed  pUls  composed  of  calomel,  compound 

Neither  did  the  serous  membranes  themselves  extract  of  colocynth,  and  scammony  ;  and 

exhibit  any  traces  of  inflammatory  action,  these  were  often  retained.     In  such  embar- 

I  have  never  observed  any  unusual  appear-  rassing  cases,'  enemata  become  a  useful  and 

ance   in  the    kidneys,  farther  than  slight  necessary  auxiliary. 

C3ngestion.     It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind,  Of   dhtretietf    digitalis   was    the    most 

however,  that,  in  patients  recovering  frem  benefidaL      Coldiicum  was  also  certainly 

scarlatina,    there    is    often    a   remarkable  usefol  in  several  cases,  sometimes  acting  on 

tendency  to  inflammatory  attacks,  and  that  the  bowels,  and  sometimes  on  the  kidneys, 

these  may,  and  often  do,  co-exist  with  dropsy,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  will  be  found  a 

In  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  by  far  remedy  of  considerable  value  in  this  disease ; 
the  most  efficacious  remedies  were  the  ab-  but  caution  and  watching  are  necessary  in 
straction  of  blood,  and  purgatives.  Except  exhibiting  it  to  children, 
when  an  extremely  enfeebled  state  of  the  Tamce  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any 
cireulation  forbade  it,  bleeding  was  seldom  eflbct  in  removing  the  effusion,  and  were 
omitted.  Hie  tender  age  of  many  of  the  only  useful  in  relieving  the  subsequent 
patients  of  course  preduded  the  adoption  of  debility.  There  was  good  evidence  in  some 
general  bleeding ;  but  in  plethoric  children,  instances  of  the  utility  of  the  warm  bath, 
about  the  age  of  five  years,  I  never  hesitated  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  fiew  very  brief 
to  order  a  fow  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  remarks  respecting  the  remaining  diseases.  * 
from  the  arm,  and  was  sddom  disappointed  The  case  of  ramollissement  cerebri  oc- 
with  the  result.  When  either  of  the  two  curred  in  a  man  34  years  of  age.  His 
circumstances  just  mentioned  seemed  to  s3^ptoms,  on  admission,  were  pain  in  the 
render  the  propriety  of  general  bleeding  loins  and  all  his  limbs,  but  especially  severe 
questionable,  leeches  were  often  applied  in  the  former  place.  It  was  not  until  he 
with  great  advantage.  In  this  mode,  blood  had  been  nearly  three  weeks  under  treat- 
may  be  extracted  so  slowly  as  to  avoid  any  ment,  and  about  a  fortnight  before  his  death, 
dangerous  shock  to  the  sjrstem,  and  yet  so  that  any  marked  indication  of  cerebral  dis- 
copiously  as  effectually  to  relieve  the  loaded  ease  manifested  itself.  At  that  time  he 
circulation.  It  will  be  observed,  that  we  began  to  complain  of  violent  pain  in  the  head 
take  away  blood  in  this  disease  with  a  aim,  was  occasionally  delirious,  had  some 
very  different  view  from  that  which  influences  tetanic  spasms  of  the  extremities,  and  ex-> 
us  in  inflammttioii ;  in  tiks  one  case,  our  perienoed  much  distress  and  difficulty  in 
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death,  the  fornix  thakuni,  wad  parts  sor-  ttuioes  of  diMue  from  deficiency  of  fioodi 

rottnding  the  lateral  veutrides,  were  very  occuiTed,  aa  it  waa  only  where  the  vn* 

greatly  softened.      In  seveml   points   the  equivocal  and  direct  effects  of  atarratioa 

eerebral  substance  waa  completely  broken  were  the  sole  symptoms,  that  the  oaae  was 

down,  and  reduced  to  a  pulp,  ttke  ttdck  cream,  dasaed  under  tius  head.     If  aa  enumention 

The  subject  of  ticdouloureaz  was  a  ddioate  were  made  of  all  the  patienta,  the  origin  of 

young  woman,  23  years  of  age.     Uer  disease,  whose  diacears  could  fairly  and  legitimately 

thott^  severe,  was  not  of  longstanding,  and  be  traced  to  defective  nutrition,  the  amonnt 

gave  way  to  quinine,  in  combination  with  would  be  lamentably  increased ;  and  if  to 

morphia,  after  iron  had  been  tried  without  this  number  were  added  those  whose  iUness 

benefit.  was  attributable  to  want  of  the  other  oommoa 

Under  the  head  of  bronchitis  and  chronle  neoeasariea  of  life,  clothing,  fuel,  and  shelter* 

cough,  are  comprehended  several  varieties  the  result  would  exhibit  such  a  meUndmly 

of  pulmonary  disease  —  catarrhus  aenilis,  and  astounding  picture  of  the  wretched  and 

dironic  pnewnotiia,  and  probably  some  eases  destitute  condition  of  the  labouring  o1wBBCi» 

of  indpient  phthiris,  in  whidi  the  disease  that  by  those  who  had  never  investigated  ths 

was  not  sufficiently  fer  advanced  to  be  de-  subject  its  truth  would  not  be  credited, 
tected  either  by  the  general  symptoma  or        The  winter  of  1839-40  was  one  of  pecu* 

by  the  stethoaeope.    Manyof  thedjxpensary  liar  suffering  and  distress  amongst  the  poor 

patients  are  spinners,  cotton  batters,  or  are  in  this  district,  owing  to  the  high  price  of 

employed  in  other  msnufactnring  operations,  provisions,  and  the  acarcity  of  employment ; 

by  which  the  air  is  loaded  with  dust,  snd  and  for  not  a  small  proportion  of  the 


other  irritating  particles,  and  they  are  in  admitted  at   the   dispensary   during    that 

consequence  espedaily  liable  to  diseases  of  period,  nutritious  food,  and  not  medicines, 

the  brondiial  membrane.  would  have  been  the  appropriate  remedy. 

The  two  cases  of  oomI/mv  were  some-  ' 

what  siDgulsr.      In  ndtheTpatient  could  ^OYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PIIYSICLINS, 
the  symptoms  be  traced  to  any  eogniiable  EDINBURGH, 

cause  I    there  was  no  evidence  of  disease  mbdigal  msFOKM. 

either  in  the  stomsch,  head,  or  spine.     Yet  — .^ 

the  vomiting  recurred  regularly  after  every  At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  CoUoge  of  Fliyrf* 

meal.    Both  esses  were  extremdy  obstinate,  dans  of  Edinburgh,  eaUed  to  consider  the 

but  both  ultimatdy  recovered.     One  was  Report  of  a  Committee  of  their  body,  on  the 

cured  by  creosote,  after  a  variety  of  remedies  Bills  for  Medical  Reform,  which  have  ben 

had  been  tried  in  vain.  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by 

The  morbid  symptoms  referred  to  vnditg  Bfr.  Wsrburton  and  Mr.  Hawes,  the  following 

/oc/c/ton,  occurred  in  delicate  women,  who  Resolutions  were  unanimoualy  adopted: — 
were   hsrsased    by  long-continued  toil  or        ^st.  Tliat  the  College  derive  much  pleasnee 


depressing  anxieties,  andhadnot-asuffident  firom  finding  that  the  subjeet  of  Medical 
supply  of  wholesome  nutritious  food.  Such  Refonm,  wbHsh  has  so  often  been  under  dicir 
persons  often  suffer  at  the  same  time  from  consideration,  and  in  which  they  have  re- 
lenoorriioea,  or  have  a  oontinnanoe  of  the  peatedly  endeavoured  to  interest  the  legisla- 
menstmaldiscbaige  whilst  suckling  z  a  oom«  tore,  has  at  last  been  brought,  in  a  tangible 
bination  of  weakening  actions  which  quickly  form,  under  the  notice  of  the  House  of 
produces  an  alarming  degree  of  exhaustion.  Commons;  and  trust,  that  the  ftiU  discossioa 
Though  often  aware  themsdves  of  the  cause  wluch  the  subject  has  received,  snd  is  re- 
ef their  iUness,  they  are  generally  reluctant  oeiving,  from  oc  profesaon  at  large,  and  the 
to  wQsn  their  duldren,  from  a  fear  they  attention  now  aboot  to  be  bestow^  on  it  by 
should  sooner  become  pregnant  again.  Parliament,  will  lead  to  the  removal  of  aomt 

lliongh  only  three  cases  are  cegistersd  ss  of  ^he  evils  of  which  tlie  College  have  Dre- 

aerq/klaf  it  most  not  be  inferred  that  this  quently  had  oocaaion  to  complain, 

disesse    is    rue   amongst    the    dispensary  2d.  That,  in  tlie  opinion  of  Uiis  CoUegOt 

patients.    On  the  contrary,  it  is  extremdy  the  great  evil  arising  from  the  wsnt  of  an 

common,  and  the    seeming   inconsistency  uniform  system  of  medical  legislation throngfa- 

arises  from  the  esses  bdng  classified  ac*  ont  the  united  kingdom,  is  tiie  possession,  by 

cording  to  the  orgsn  particularly  affected :  particular  corporations,  of  local  privileges, 

as  the  lungs,  mesenteric  glands,  &c    When  which  render  their  Licentiates  done  legally 

the  joints  or  extemd  parts  were  the  seata  capable  of  acting  as  generd  practitionen  in 

of  the  disease,  the  patients  were  placed  under  particular    districts    snd   portions    of    the 

the  surgeons'  care.     It  was  only  where  the  country,  to  the  exclusion  of  persons  of  equd, 

system  generdly  was  affected,  without  local!-  and  it  may  even  be,  of  superior  qualifications, 

zation  of  the  disease  io  any  particular  organ,  3d.  That,  so  far  as  tiie  College  is  aware, 

thot  the  complaint  was  registered  as  scrofula,  the  only  plausible  objection  whidi  has  beon 

A  very  ecrooeous  inference  would  also  be  urged  against  the  aboUtioo  of  these  local 
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privileges,  and  against  the  adoption  of  a  r^presentaUve  bed j  or  bodka,  dntod  ptrio- 
system  for  placing  the  Licentiates  of  all  the  dkaUy  by  the  profieaaion  at  kfge^  by  whieh 
Medical  Corporationa  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  affairs  of  the  medicid  pyofaaaioa  m^'ht 
respect  of  the  right  of  practice,  is  the  in-  be  fuperinteded  and  directed-— <(«  propMal 
equality  alleged  to  exist,  or  actually  existing,  which  forms  lo  proBiaiient  a  liBafenie  in  the 
in  the  amount  of  Medical  Education  required  two  measures  which  have  been  sabmitted  to 
of  candidates  for  their  licenses  by  the  sereral  Parliament) — ^is  deaired  by  aaany  mast  re- 
Boards,  and  in  the  degrees  of  strictness  with  spectable  members  of  the  profeaaioB,  they 
which  the  examinations  of  sech  candidates  are  disposed  to  beiieye  that  this  desire  basin 
are  condncted.  a  great  messnre  originated  in  accidental  and 
4th.  That  whilst,  therefore,  with  a  view  lemovable^canaes ;  and  they  are  satisfied  thai 
to  the  idterests  both  of  the  public  and  the  any  attempt  to  carry  it  into  effect  would  bo 
profession,  community  of  privilc^  should,  attended  with  aerious  inoonTenienoes,  if  not 
in  the  opinion  of  this  College,  be  the  primary  insuperable  difficulties, 
object  of  any  legislatiTe  enactment  relatiYe  10th.    That,  in  particular,  the  CoDege 
to  the  medical  profeasion,  sufficient  education  conceive  that  this  proposal  haain  a  great 
and  examination  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  measure  grown  out  of  the  diseatiafiiction.vcry 
duly  provided  for.  generally  prevailing  among  the  membcars  of 
&th.  That  from  the  communications  whidi  the  medicsl  profinsion,  not  only  with  the 
have  taken  place,  and  the  understanding  that  local  privil^gea  of  practice  attached  to  the 
^  been  come  to,  between  a  number  of  the  licentiatea  of  particnlar'  corporations,  as  al- 
different  Boards  with  which  the  snperin-  ready  noticed,  but  also  with  tiie  narrow  and 
tendeaoe  of  medical  education  at  present  exclusive  system  on  which  admission  into 
>^ts,  little  difficulty  can  now  exist  in  fixing  the  governing  body  of  some  of  the  medicsl 
a  minimum  course  of  study,  general  and  incorporations  haa  hitherto  been  regulated ; 
profeeeional,   without   evidence    of  having  and  that  the  adoption  by,  or  enforcement  on, 
passed  through  which,  no  one  should  be  these  corporations  of  conditions  of  admission 
allowed  to  present  himself  as  a  candidate  for  of  a  mora  reasonable  and  liberal  character, 
a  medical  license.  On  this  point  the  College  in  obtaining  for  them  the  confidence  of  their 
will  only  farther  refer  to  the  joint  resolu-  licentiates,  would  in  a  great  measure  snper- 
tions  agreed  on  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  sede.the  desire  a£  preaent  existing  for  a  re- 
the  University,  and  by  the  Royal  Colleges  preaentative  system  of  siqierintendence. 
of  Physicians  and  Snigeons,  of  Edinburgh,  11th.  That  among  the    obvious   incon- 
of  date  October  1838.  veniences   with    which  the  etectioo    of  m 
6th.  That  to  produce  some  approach  to  representative  body,  by  the  medicsl  profeo- 
uniformity  in  the  system  on  which  the  exa-  aion  at  large,  would  be  attended,  the  College 
minations  of  candidates  for  licenses  are  con-  conceive  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
ducted  by  the  several  Boards,  and  to  secure  producing  and  continually  renevring  agita- 
the  public  againat  the  admission  of  inoom-  tion  and  dissension  among  the  members  of 
petent  persons  into  the  medical  profession,  the  profession,  and  of  directing  their  at- 
it  appears  to  this  College  that  it  would  be  tention  from  fiir  more  important  duties ; 
desirable   that    some  superintending  body  whilst  those  who  are    best    quaUfied   for 
should  be  constituted,  having  authority  to  performing  tiie  duties  that  should  be  oom- 
take  cognizance  of  the  manner  in  which  the  mitted  to  a  superintending   body,   would 
duty  of  examination  ia  executed.  be  least  likely  and  least  abte  to  take  those 
7th.  That  the  persons  of  whom  this  Board  steps  which  are  esaential  to  the  gaining  of 
should  consist  might  probably  be  most  ad-  popular  suffrages.    And,  aa  a  farttier  o^ec- 
vantageonslyaelected  by  the  Crown  from  lisla  tion  to  the  Boards  proposed,  in  the  biUs 
famished  by  this  and  tiie  other  boarda  at  before  Buiiament,  to  be  eatablished  for  the 
present  entrusted  with  the  government  of  regulation  of  the  profeaaion,  it  nay  be  re- 
tho  medical  profession.                            ^  marked,  that,  from  the  multiforioos  dutiea 
8th.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  CoU^ge,  intended  to  be  committed  to  their  members, 
no  measure  of  medical  reform  will  be  astis-  and  the  neoeasity  which  would  be  impoaed 
factory  whidi  doea  not  confer  on  a  person  upon  them  from  time  to  time,  of  leaving 
who  has  once  received  a  certificate  of  has  their  homes  for  execution  of  tiieae  duties,  it 
fitness  to  exercise  the  medical  profeaaion  from  would  be  impoaaible  to  obtain  the  aervioes 
any  of  the  eatabliahed  Boarda,  the  right  of  of  peraoas  of  eminence  and  station  in  die 
practising  in  any  district  of  the  country,  or  profeaaion ;     and    that    the   a|}paiatmentB 
in  any  particular  department' of  the  profes-  would  Iherefore  foil  into  the  handa  of  aa 
aion,  without  the  necessity  of  submitting  in&riorgradeof  individuals,  in  whom  neitiMr 
himself  to  a  aecond  examination  before  another  the  puUic  nor  the  profession  would  have 
board.  confidence. 

9th.  That  whilst  the  College  readily  ac-  12th.  That  whilst  the  College  readily  ac 

knowledge  that  the  proposal  of  creating  a  knowledge  that  the  actual  constitution  of 
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some  of  the  medical  corporations  in  the  WINDOW  TAX  ON  HOSPITALS. 

united  kingdom    requires  to   be    rendered 

more  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  " 

they  are  not  disposed  to  admit  that  these  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Getette. 

institutions  are  so  useless,  or  so  incapable  of 

amendment,  as  to  make  it  adTisable  either  ^'^' 

to  abolish  them  by  direct,  or  to  supersede  Yon  will  observe  that  the  CommiaBlooen  of 

them  by  indirect  legislation,   the  acknow-  Taxes  have  declared,  in  the  enclosed  paper*, 

ledged  fkct  being  that,  notwithstanding  any  that  work*hou8es  are,  in  certain  cases,  dis- 

defects  under  which  they  may  labour,  the  charged  from  window>duty,  notwithstanding 

country  is,  through  their  agency,  provided,  which  I  find  they  have  declared,  on  the  rap- 

at  the  present  time,  far  beyond  all  precedent,  posed  authority   of  the  Westminster  Hos- 

with  well-educated    and  judicious    practi*  pital,  printed  case  No.    1154,   that  under 

tioners.  similar  circumstances  to  work-houses,  hos- 

13th.  That  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  pitals  are  not  exempt,  although  "hospitals*' 

duty  of  examination  should  be  remunerated  are  expressly  named  in  the  very  exemptioB 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  remove  the  possibility  clause  alluded  to. 

of  a  suspicion,  that  the  examiners  have  a  I  find  that  many  hospitals  are  not  charged 

pecuniary  interest  ih  the  number  on  whom  with  window  duty  at  idl.    That  other  hos- 

they  confer  the  license  to  practise.  pitals  are  charged  for  the  rooms  of  ofllcen 

14th.  That,  considering  the  large  amount  and  servants  Is.  9d.  a  window ;  otbers  are 

of   services    gratuitously    rendered  to  the  charged  on  the  scale  of  progressive  duty, 

public  by  the  medical  profession,  the  very  2s.  Id.  a  window ;  others  5s.  2d.  a  window, 

inadequate  compensation  received  by  a  large  3s.  9d.  a  window,  2s.  lOd.  a  vrindow,  and 

proportion  of  its  members  for  the  long  and  6s.  2d.  a  window. 

expensive  course  of  education  necessary  to  An  order  has  been  made  by  the  House  of 

qualify  them  to  practise,  and  for  the  per-  Commons  for  a  return  of   window   duty 

formance  of  its  very  laborious  duties ;  and  charged  on  hospitals,  and  when  that  shall 

considering  also  the  direct  interest  which  have  been  done,  these  and  many  more  in- 

the  public  has  in  being  able  easily  to  dis-  consistencies  will  appear  officially.     But,  in 

tinguish  between  qualified  and  unqualified  the    meantime,   the  governors  of  ho^itala 

practitioners  of  the  healing  art,  the  College  which  are  charged  should  give  notice  of 

are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  any  additional  appeal,  as  the  current  tax  year  will  expire  on 

expenses  wUch  might  be  occasioned  by  an  the  5th  April.      See  48  Geo.  IlL  c.   55, 

improved    system    of    medical    legislation  schedule  A.  Rule  8,  and    Exemption    2 ; 

should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  purse,  4  Geo.  IV.  cap.  2,'  sect.  2,  and  3  Geo.  IV. 

and  not  by  an  annual  tax  upon  the  profes-  c.  7,  sect.  1. 

sion,  as  seems  to  be  contemplated  in  the  Observe,  Rule  8  'speaks  of  public  hos- 

measures  which    have  been  submitted  to  pitals  ranging  with   universities,  &e,   (and 

Parliament.  meaning,  I  conceive,  Haslar,  Chelaeay  Green- 

15th.  That  the  College  consider   that  it  wich,  and     such  like),   but  Exemption  2 

would  be  highly  desirable  that  a  scheme  speaks  of  hospitals    (not  using  the  word 

should  be  arranged  for  the  registration  of  public)  ranging  with  charity  schools^  ftc. 

licensed  practitioners.     That,  in  their  opi-  .  and  meaning,  as  I  conceive,    sud^  as  are 

nion,    none    but    registered    practitioners  maintained  by  voluntary  contribution.     The 

should  be  legally  eligible  for   any  public  attention  of  the  judges  not  having  been  led 

professional  situation ;  that  the  assumption  to  this  distinction  may  have  induced  them 

of  a  professional  designation  by  a  person  to  give  an  erroneous  decision  in  the  West- 

not  entitled  to  it,  should  be  declared  an  •  minster  Hospital  Case ;  and,  at  all  events, 

olfence  punishable  at  common  law ;  and  that  I  cannot  discover  how  the  windows  in  that 

the  right  of  suing  in  Courts  of  law  for  pro-  cAe  were  reduced  under  the  4  Geo.  IV.  c.  1 1, 

fessional  remuneration  should  be  secured  to  to  Is.  9d.  each  window,  without  being  wholly 

licensed,  and  denied  to  unlicensed  practi-  dischargedby  the  3  Geo.  IV.  cap.  7,seet.  l« 

tioners.     But,  in  recommending  enactments  ShoiUd  the  windows  of  hospitals  be  charged 

to  these  efiiocts,  for  the  encouragement  of  at  all  ? 

the  licensed,  and  the  discouragement  of  the  I  hope  you  will  deem  this  information 

unlicensed,  the  College  is  convinced  that  of  sufficient  value  to  be  made  public, 

the  suppression  of  unlicensed  practitioners  I  am,  sir, 

is  beyond  the  reach  of  legislative  interfer-  Your  obediient  servant* 

enoe,  so  long  as  there  exists  a  taste  for  this  A  GoysBKOR. 

species  of  practice  ih  the  public  mind.  Feb.  9S,  1841. 

Bdinburgh,  Feb.  12,  IMl.  


*  We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  insert 
the  paper  alluded  to.--£o.  Gax. 
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THE  RIGHTS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  MJPW"*  ™ore  fpe^  «??«*■  ^  ®^5?"" 

m?  Ani?i7niri?v  missions  to  vlmt  the  UntvernH€»  of  Aher- 

UJf  AlSJi:iiUI2.J2.r4.  ^gg^^  ^  gjjj^lg  ^Qj^  rt^t^j^j  1^  the  Commis- 

— --  sioners  to  indicate  that  thej  regarded  the 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  Marischal  CoUege  and  UniTersity  as  less  a 

-  University  than  any  of  the  others  in  Scot- 

^'^>  land?    Pray,  sir,  do  ns  the  justice  to  make 

Hatino  had  my  attention  called  by  sereral  answer  *'  advisedly. " 

professional  friends  to  an  attadc  on  the  Uni-  I  am  no  lawyer,  sir,  and  therefore  am  ill 

Yersity  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong,  qualified  to  do  justice  to  a  discnssion  of  this 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  request  of  you  to  give  kind ;  but  I  have  had  sufficient  interest  in 

place  to  the  following  reply,  wlddi  I  enter  the  history  of  the  University  to  which  I  have 

upon  with  reluctance,  but  without  humilia-  the  honour  to  belong,  to  be  able  to  state  as 

tion,  conscious  as  I  am,  although  one  of  the  much,  in  a  plain  way,  as  will  enable  your 

accused,  that  whatever  is  disgraceful  in  this  readers  to  appreciate  the  character  of  your 

attack  belongs  only  to  the  accuser.     I  oould  attack. 

have  wished  ^at  I  had  been  in  circumstances  Prior  to  the  Reformation  there  were  three 

that,  would  enable  me  to  refer  to  documents,  Universities  in  Scotland — St.  Andrew's,  Glas- 

and  to  particularize  dates ;  yet  I  hope  that  gow,  and  Old  Aberdeen.     l%ese,  having 

no  material  inaccuracy  will  occur  to  affect  been  all  founded  by  the  Papal  authority,  and 

the  subject  of  discussion.  under  the  management  of  the  bishops,  became 

You  have  represented  the  University  of  almost  altogether  extinct   on  Ubib  national 

Aberdeen  as  a  College  ' '  empowered  to  confer  change  in  religion,  until  the  zeal  of  some  of  the 

degreesin  Arts,"  but  which  "never received  distinguished  reformers  caused  them  to  be 

any  shadow  of  authority  to  confer  any  degree  remodelled,  so  as  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 

except  in  Arts;"  that  in  1728,  as,  you  say,  altered  circumstances  of  the  country.     Hie 

"  is  believed,"     Marischal  College   "  was  modifications  in  question  were  all  made  by 

pleased  to  confer  on  itself -the  power  of  con-  the  sanction  of  the  Scotdi  Estetes  in  Par- 

ferring  on  others  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  liament.       About  the  same  time  two  new 

theology,  law,  or  medicine."     Her  degrees,  Universities  were  instituted  by  Protestent 

you  say,  ''  are  not  degrees  at  all,  and  are  enterprise ;   the  University  of  Edinburgh, 

worth  no  more  tha^  the  parchment  and  wax  by  King  James,  and  the  preseht  University 

of  the  diploma."    You  say,  that  "  if  Maris-  of  Aberdeen,  by  the  Earl  Marischal.     The 

chal  CoUege  had  created  Baronets  as  well  charters  of  both  Universities  were  confirmed 

as  Doctors,*'  it  would  be  "  a  step  equally  by  parliamentary  authority, 

justified  by  their  Charter;"  and  you  con-  Under  the  poverty  and  in  the  distracted 

elude  by  alleging  ''that  any  ten  gentlemen  state  of  Sootluid  at  the  Reformation,  ex- 

who  choose  to  seat  themselves  round  a  teble  tended  Universities,  such  as  exist  in  our  own 

have  exactly  the  same  power.    The  College,  happier  times,  could  not  be  looked  for.  Small 

then,  in  ite  new  scale  of  fees,  has  uqponsci-  schools  of  Arte  made  up  the  principal  portion 

ouslyestimateditedegrees  at  their  real  value—  of  every  University  in  Scotland  in  those 

nothing,**  days ;  but,  according  to  opportunity,  some 

In  ti^s  manner,  sir,  have  you  selected  a  provision  for  theological  education  was  also 

period  when,  if  I  remember  well,  the  Uni-  made  by  the  reformers ;  and  you  are  under 

versity  of  Aberdeen  became  illustrious  in  a  mistake  when  you  say  that  in  Marischal 

scientific  history,  as  the  place  where  Newton's  College  no  provision  was  made  for  theolo- 

Philoaophy  was  teught  first  from  the  lips  of  gical  instruction,  for,  from  the  first,  nearly 

Colin  Maclaurin,  as  the  earliest  date  of  a  tiie  same  provision  was  made  in  Marischsl 

fraud  that  has  been   continued  for  lonj^  CoUege  as  was  made  in  the  Glasgow  College 

than  a  century.  *  in  the  University  of  that  city. 

You  say,  "we  speak  advisedly.  We  In  a  national  chartered  institution,  it  is  not 
have  now  lying  before  us  aU  the  charters,  at  aU  unusual  that,  as  occasions  arise  for  ite 
acta,  and  munimente,  of  Marischal  CoUege,  enlargement,  the  original  Charters  should  be 
printed  by  the  Royal  Commissioners,  for  found  narrow  enough  to  give  occasion  to 
visiting  the  Scottish  Universities."  T^ere-  questions  as  to  their  interpretation  under 
fore,  sir,  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  there  new  circnmstanoes.  In  the  University  of 
have  been  several  reporte  made  by  successive  Aberdeen,  there  has  to  the  present  day,  so 
Commissions.  Hioe  reports  are  very  ela-  far  as  I  am  aware,  never  been  occasion  to 
borate.  A  general  report  relating  to  a// the  justify  ite  righte  to  grant  the  degree  of  Doc- 
Universities  of  Scotland  was  drawn  up  by  tor ;  but,  incidentally,  in  the  transactions  of 
some  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  and  der-  another  University,  these  rights  were  brought 
gymcn  in  Scotland,  in  conjunction  with  seve-  under  the  review  of  the  supreme  Court  of 
ral  of  the  leading  nobility  of  the  country.  Appeal  in  the  case  of  a  disputed  election  to 
Allow  me,  then,  to  ask,  \m  there  in  that  the  office  of  professor, 
general  report,  or  is  there  in  any  of  the  sub-  The  case  happened  about  a  hundred  yem 
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4SO';  'mfl'tliB  psrticiilan,  w  finr  'W  malernl  tncMfot  .tdwtei's  mliliad  by  nriiuueutt  end 

4o<tlie  preMitt  qnoitioni  and  as  may  be  .ga-  sanctioned  by  the  decision  of  tbe  highest  court 

thefed  from  printed  papers  in  the  cause,  are  of  law ;  members  of  a  UniTersity,  whoee  exis- 

these : — ^To  hold  the  office  of  Profsasor  of  tence,  in  all  its  privileges,  is  guaranteed  by  the 

Civil  Law  in  the  University  of  Old  Aber-  treaty  of  national  iimon~«sno  better  than  a 

deen,  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  Doctor  of  I«ws.  gang  of  impostors.  Malign  nsaa  you  Qiay,and 

A  eevtein  candidate  was  elected  to  this  of-  jtossibly  yon  may  succeed,  in  your  '*  concrm 

fice,  being  LL.D.  in  the  Marischal  Univer*-  for  the  honour  of  (iie  profession,'*  to  degrade 

laity.    His  qoaliiications  were  disputed  by  an  >iis  in  the  eyes  of  such  as  knowus  ncvt ;    it  is 

opposing  candidate,  who  held  the  votes  of -«  yet  some  consolation  to  think  that  the  stu- 

minority  of  the  electors.     I  need  not  aay,  dents,  among  whom  we  move — ^to  whom  our 

•that,  in  such  a  ease,  it  was  no  (fiscredit  to 'the  characters  and  principles  are  known — will 

University  that  an  interested  party  chose  to  -look  with  scorn  upon  your  attack  upon  our 

diapute  its  authority.      Hie  drcnmstance,  motives ;  and  that  these  have  not  been  mb- 

however,  caused  the  charters  and  the  conati-  taken,  and  have  been  appreciated  by  our 

tution  of  the  University  to  be  considered  by  'fellow  citizens,  insomuch  as  to  make  It  ex. 

the  House  of  Lords,   by  whom,   through  pedient  for  our  traduoers  to  seek  an  audience 

Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  the  case  came  -amongatrangers. — Ihavethehononrtobe,sir, 
to  be  decidad,  and  the  disputed  qiialification  Your  obedient  servant, 

sustained.     I  am  entitled  to  call  your  atten-  Thomas  Clark,  M.D. 

tion  particularly  to  this  decision.      It  ww  Professor  of  Cberaistarvt  If  ariscbal 


given  withm  twenty  years  after  the  time  when  Collega,  Univaiaity  oT  Abardeen. 

you  say  the  University  "  conferred  on  it-  Tavisto<&Hotel,^aj«it  Garden, 

«elf "  the  power  of  granting  the  degree  of  •    >       • 

Doctor ;  and,  I  can  assure  you,  the  rights  [The  above  was  received  as  the  riieet  was 

of  the  University  were  vindicated,  not  from  passing  the  press,  and  we  have  no  time  to 

«  Teferenoe  to  immemorial  practice,  but  upon  make  any  remark  upon  it,  but  if  on  repe- 

righta  conferred  by  charter,  and  sanctioned  -msal  it  appear  to  require  any  answer,  we 

by  Parliament.     "  Advisedly"  as  you  say  ahall  give  it  next  week. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

you  profess  to  have  considered  the  same 

■ubject  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  I  may  yet  ELIXIR  OF  VITRIOL, 
be  permitted  to  remmd  you,  that  a  dedsioo 

tL^^^Zittt^t  ^"SS  t'^  ■^-°'"'  the  rdic  of  old  ph«m«T  i«toi.>«l 

century,  consDtutes  wnat  is  r^jaruea  to  be  i_   ^u.  prgn^  Codex    u  the  nrenarAtin 

the  ^  alluded  to,  holds  upon  no  other  ,aA  nncturaaromaOeaiulpkuricl    Lest 

qiuh6«^n  Oum  pnoidr  the  8ia.e  degne,  „y  of  our  young  reada.  ihi^ld  confinmd  it 

oonfemd  by  P"ci«ly  fte  «me  Untmmty.  ^^  q^  i„^      j^j  of  ether  of  the 

It  I.  lemarkaUe  enon^  a«t  the  ofioeof  j^,^,  ^o^     ^824.  we  will  obeerve  that 

?r^   ?1.  l»^    P.^'  ^^  *"  *;  the  Parisian  elixir  is  ^lade  without  distilU. 

iL'S'*^.^?."*^^^^'!?^?"'"  tio"*-    TheFrenchreceiptUasfoUowa:- 

^.^^^  J^'1^^'^    ■'^^  Takeofthe  root  of  iroet  flag.  «,  onnce ; 

aent  held  by  a  Graduate  of  the  Manschal     ^.-i.-^u  rn^i^^^m  ^^.Us^^uIT \^  ^ 

«f  Medicine,  when  the  Unwmity  of  pld  j^^^^  ^^^  „^^ .  ^on„„ood  leavu  (^ 

Aberdeen,  fcr  w«nt  of  roffiamt  medicd  Hnthium  qfieinale),  half  an  ounce;  cnrled- 

enminminitsownbody^eetedana^  leaved  mint  (AfeiUAa  cri^a),  half  an  ounoe; 

J^^^?^^"      /^'^•^"  n  cl''".    ^  drachma"  dnnamon.  thit^ 

S  S^  JSfe^  Sn^^  ""^  (ulto«^/«»  egalhchum),  one  drachm ; 

M.D.  ttom  the  Maradial  Umreniqr  ig„„„  ^  ^  ^^^      ^            ^^ 

It  IS  little  more  oian  a  year  ago  that  Her  „„_-^ .    .i~,i,„i    »„„   ™._j.      „.i  u    • 

M.Uirfw  — .  .u-ii^  ♦«  L^t^  .  n^.^..  <•«"<*•  •   alcohol,  two  pounds ;    aulidranc 

V^^  ^  ^^r  .     °^*5'*  ■  2^?"  add,  four  ounces. 

Surgery,  In  *«-IWirfsr</il««r*«i.  By  ,  ^„j^      ^^   ,^^      ^  .  ^^ 

•  1*?  ~*"?y  •  J?»«fe»»rahip  of  Mediane  ^j  ^ght  ounces  of  alcohcd  poured  OTOr  them 

was  uMituted  more  ttan  a  oentuiy^.  Sir,  After  forty-eight  hours'  m!cat^,  the  «il- 

youMiy ./  eoncenu  ike  ionour  ^  the  pro-  phoric  acid  i/ to  be  gnulually  mikl  with 

■2:^11  IISST"'  ^  ^     /°"'.?"  a»em,andthemixturei»tostidfortwenty- 

ISi^^      ^  T^.;°?^  "^   "'T^r  f°^  hours  i  the  rest  of  the  alcohol  is  then  to 

nUillmg  aoGording  to  the  best  of  our  abihty  j^  «dded                        ~~~w-".  ->  ™cu  w 

the  high  functions  entrusted  by  the  country  ____ 

to  our  charge  ■.  acting  under  the  aaUiority  of 
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DRUGS   ON   SALE  IN  THE   ENGLISH   MARKET, 

With  their  Prices  and  several  Duties. 
(From  the  Official  lUtum,  Feb.  16,  i^\.) 


Aloes,  Barbadoek,  d.p '. .  c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bd c 

Cape,  BD c 

Anise,  Oil  of,  German,  D.p....lb 

'  E.1.    .: lb 

AsafoBtida,  b.d.     .........>..■>  c 

Balsam,  Canada,  D.p lb 

Copaiba,  bd lb 

Peru,  bd lb 

Benzoin  (best)  BD c 

Camphor,  unrefined,  bd c 

Canttiarides,  D.p lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  D.P lb 

Cascarillaor  Eleutheria  Bark,D.r.c. 

Cassia,  Oil  of,  bd lb 

Castor  Oil,  East  India,  bd lb 

West  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  1  Jib 

Caatoreum,  American lb 

D.p.       Hudson's  Bay  .*.....  lb 

Catechu,  BD.  Pale    c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (Crown) ....  lb 

BO.  Red    lb 

YeUow  lb 

Colocynth,  Turkey lb 

D.p.      Mogadore lb 

Calumba  Root,  BD c 

Cubebs,  BD c 

Gamboge,  BD c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Guaiacum,  d.p lb 

Gum  Arabic, Turkey, fine,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  ..  c 
Bsrbary,  brown,  bd.  c 
Do.  white,  D.p...«..  c 
B.  I.  flneyelloj^r,  bd.  c 
Do. dark  brown,  b.d.  a 

Senega]  garblings,  d.p c 

Truicanth.  D.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p lb 

Ipecacuanha  Root,  B.D lb 

Jalap,  BD lb 

Manna,  flaky,  BD lb 

Sicilian,  BD lb 

Musk,  China,  BD oi 

Myrrh,  East  India,  bd c 

Turkey,  BD o 

Nnx  Vomica,  bd lb 

Opium,  Turkey,  bd lb 

Peppermint,  Oil  of,  F.  bd lb 

Quicksilver,  bd lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bd lb 

Dutch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  bo lb 

Safflron,  French,  no lb 

Spanish  lb 

SarsapariUa,  Honduras,  bd lb 

Lisbon,  no lb 

Scammony,  Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Aleppo    lb 

Senna^  East  India,  bd lb 

Alexandria,  d.p lb 

Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Tripoli,  D.p lb 


Duty 

Ditty 

Paid. 

Pbicb. 

and  6  iwr  cent. 

In  1841, 
tol&atwevk. 

Same  time 
inlMU. 

^  *,  d. 

jB  jr. 

d. 

s.  d. 

15    0    0  to  30    0 
6    0    0        10    0 
3    0    0'      45 

0 
0 
0 

iBP.lbO    2? 
JF.    IbO    85 

31,136 

13,153 

- 

y.    Ibl    4 

188 

.._ 

0    5    0 

•   0    5 

6 

B.  I.    1    4 

255 

354 

1  10    0 

3  10 

0 

c         6    0 

17 

0    1    0 

0    1 

1 

lb        0    1 

433 

1,756 

0    1  10 

0    1 

4 

c          4    0 

111 

78 

0    4    6 

- 

lb        1    0 

123 

25    0    0 

50    0 

0 

C          4    0 

17 

7 

10  10    0 

- 

c          10 

183 

131 

0    3    8 

— 

lb        1    0 

1,600 

3,613 

0    9    0 

ft           . 

— 

m        4    0 

1,180 

1,353 

3  10    0 

— 

lb        0    I 

8,363 

807 

0  10    6 

— 

lb        1    4 

3,903 

8,165 

0    0    4 

0    0  10 

c          13 

^7,333 
335 

55.93 

0  17    0 
0  18    0 

0  18 

1  0 

0 
0 

(lb        0    6 

63 

110 
1     6    0 

1 

:  c          1    0 

53,160 

48,318 

0    t    0 

0    3 

6 

> 

0    3    0 

0    4 

0 

>lb        0    1 

4,804 

0    4    0 

0    4 

4 

) 

0    1    6 
0    10 

0    3 

9 

ilb        0    9 

960 

1,760 

0  13    0 

115 

0 

lb        0    3 

3,171 

1,048 

3    0    0 

3  10 

0 

lb        0   6 

6,178 

8,600 

5    0    0 

15    0 

0 

c          4    0 

11 

1    10  0 

• 

. 

c          4    0 

109 

98 

0    1    0 

0    3 

0 

c         6    0 

— — 

1 

13    0    0 

13    0 

0 

^ 

7    0    0 
1  19    0 

7  10 
3    0 

0 
0 

U         6    0 

1,366 

1,153 

6  10    0 

— 

) 

3    5    0 
1  15    0 

3  14 
3    5 

0 
0 

{c   .      6   0 

1,087 

743 

3    0    0 

^"^*^ 

- 

c         6   0 

3,339 

3,396 

8    0    0 

13    0 

0 

c          6    0 

5 

0    0    S| 

0    0 

3 

lb        0    1 

1,996 

0    1    3 

. 

lb        10 

3,300 

1,995 

0    3    9 

- 

lb        0    6 

6,153 

7,378 

0    3    3 

0    3 

6 

;!lb        OS 

3,097 

3,161 

10    0 

3  10 

0 

M       6   0 

195 

301 

5    0    0 
3    0    0 

14    0 
11  10 

0 
0 

;lc         6   0 

16 

43  ' 

0    8    0 

0    9 

0 

Mb        3   6 

0    9    0 

— 

lb        1    0 

5,066 

7,439 

0  13    0 

0  13 

0 

lb        4    0 

78 

788 

0    3  11 

— 

lb        0    1 

42,021 

57,656 

0    5    0 

0    7 

0 

lb        1    0 

16,745 

33,517 

0    8    0 
0    7    8 

0    9 
0    8 

0 
6 

^  F.  lb    10 

10,073 

9,007 

1  10    0 

^ 

pb        10 

70 

515 

0    1    0 

0    1 

9 

lb        0    6 

30,619 

16,834 

0    3    0 

- 

0  18    0 

I  T 

0 

^Ib        3    6 

707 

3,096 

0    0    3 

0    0 

4 

^B.LlbO   6 

12,375 

13,310 

0    1    6 
0    1    0 
0    1    0 

0    1 
0    1 
0    1 

8 
3 
3 

|^^o« 

13,810 

5,993 
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SUBCLAVIAN  ANEURISM. 

Ok  Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  Mr.  Par- 
tridge, at  the  King's  College  Hospital,  tied 
the  snhclavian  artery  in  the  first  part  of  its 
course,  for  an  aneurism  which  had  existed  in 
the  vessel  for  about  twelve  montlM.  After 
the  operation  pulsation  was  no^  longer  per- 
ceptible in  the  tumor ;  and  for  the  first  two 
days,  the  patient,  who  bore  the  operation 
very  well,  went  on  as  iuTOurably  as  could 
be  expected.  We  believe  this  is  the  sixth 
time  diat  the  operation  has  been  performed, 
and  in*  no  case  has  the  individual  ultimately 
recovered ;  for  we  regret  to  say  that  Mr. 
Partridge's  patient  died  on  the  24th. 

MEDICAL  APPOINTMENT. 

Dr.  Forbes  (late  of  Chichester),  has  been 
appointed  Physician  to  her  Majesty's  House- 
hold. [This  appointment  has  been  held  by 
Sir  James  Clark,  in  addition  to  that  of  Phy- 
sician in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen,  since  the 
decease  of  William  TV.  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  is  now  relinquished  in  favour  of 
Dr.  Fbrbes.] 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Dr.  Williams  on  the  Pathology  and  Diag- 
nosis of  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 

Illustrations  of  the  Practical  Operation  of 
the  Scottish  System  of  Management  of  the 
Poor.  By  W.  P.  Alison,  M.D.  (Read  be- 
fore the  Statistical  Section  of  the  British 
Association,  September  1840.) 

Organic  Chemistry,  in  its  applications  to 
Agriculture  and  Physiology.  By  Justus 
Liebig,  M.D.,  &c.  Edited  from  the  MSS. 
of  the  Author,  by  Lyon  Playfair,  Ph.  D. 

NOTICE. 

Dr.  Hocken  begs  to  state,  that,  by  some 
unaccountable  oversight,  the  combined  ac- 
tions of  the  obliqui,  and  also  of  the  recti 
muscles,  in  his  paper  of  last  week,  were 
misplaced.  The  obliqui  cause  elongation  of 
the  axis  of  the  globe,  and  are  therefore  used 
in  near  vision,  and  vice  vend.  The  con- 
trary was  stated  in  his  paper. 

ROYAL   COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS. 

LIQT  OP  OENTLRMKN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  February  19,  1841. 
K.  L.  Dolling.— J.  E.  Currey.— J.  Stephens.— 
C.  Carpenter.— H.  G.  Dalton.-  F.  Bird.-C.  H.  B. 
Lane.— E.  C.  Tyte.— A.  C.  Air.— C.  T.  Davenport. 
— H.  M.  Cbapnes. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thur9day,  F^h.  11,1841. 

Robert  Nelson  Emerson,  Korfblk.— WlUam 

Connick,Tabris,  Persia.— Frederick  Hodgkinaon,  

Newark^  Notts.— John  Fewster  Dawson,  York.—     MTilson  Ac  Ogilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 


John  liom,  Darlington.— John  Royston,  Rlptey, 
Derbyshire.- Henry  Wilson,  Bengeworth,  wor- 
cestenbire. 

Thurtday,  Feb.  18,  1841. 
T.  B.  Davies,  Riiabon.— C.  P.  Croft,  London.— 
C.  Tayier,  Deptford. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Numher  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  13th  Febmary,  1841. 

SmallPox  # 5« 

Measles   11 

Scarlatina  19 

Hooping  Cough 56 

Croup IS 

Thrush    6 

Diarrhoea    a 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera   o 

Influenxa S 

Typhus    96 

Biysipelas  5 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  171 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   S7S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  90 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    64 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  fcc  

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dropsy    

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 

Rheuniatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula 0 

Diseases  of  Skin ,  &c o 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  134 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 190 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranee   98 

Causes  not  specified   5 


Deaths  from  all  Causes 1IS7 


THBEMOMma. 

Babombtbk. 

from  36  to  4S 

99-16  to  W'SO 

87      50 

99*64      90-47 

40       40 

S9'55       99*70 

8S      50 

29*79      99*67 

89      51 

80*08     ao-io 

99      48 

80-98       90*96 

86      86 

80.94      90*90 
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Kept  at  Edmovtov, Latitude  5 1^*  37'  32"  JNT. 
Longitude  0<»  3'  51"  W.  qf  Greeuwiek. 


Feb. 

Wednesday  17 
Thursday  .  18 
Friday  .  .  19 
Saturday  .  90 
Sunday  .  .  31 
Monday.  .  2:1 
Tuesday   .  93 


Wind,  N.W.  in  the  morning,  and  S.W.  in  the 
altemoon  and  eveuinir  of  the  ITth ;  South  on  the 
18th :  S.W.  on  the  I9th ;  South  on  the90th ;  ainc* 
N.E. 

On  the  17th,  general  overcast,  rain  in  the  mom- 
inr;  the  ISth,  clear :  the  19th,  evening  clear, 
otherwise  cloudy,  with  rain  \  the  '^Oth,  momini^ 
clear,  otherwise,  cloudy,  with  small  rain;  the 
21st,  morning  overcast,  aflornoon  and  evening 
clear ;  the  22nd,  morning  fomry,  otherwise  over» 
cast ;  the  93rd,  afternoon  clear,  otherwise  overw 
cast. 

Bain  fiUIen  *27  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbnry  Adams. 
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LECTURES 

ONTHB 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF 
PHYSIC, 

Delivered  at  King*9  College,  London, 

By  Da.  Watson. 


Lrctttrb  XXIV. 

Delirium  trement,  concluded.  Chronic  in- 
flammation of  the  brain.  Softening, 
suppuration,  absceu,  induration.  Tu-^ 
mors  in  the  brain. 

I  DREW  a  rade  outline,  yesterday,  of  that 
singular  and  interesting  malady  usually 
denominated  delirium  tremens.  The  dis- 
ease is  very  common  in  this  country ;  for 
its  causes  are  in  common  and  powerful 
operation.  You  wUl  meet  with  it  in  every 
walk  of  life :  and  you  will  be  almost  sure  to 
witness  several  examples  of  it  during  the 
course  of  every  year,  in  any  of  our  metropo- 
litan hospitals.  It  is  not  a  chronic  or  vague 
complaint  likely  to  be  treated  with  placebos, 
or  by  waiting  upon  nature.  Active  measures 
are  pretty  certain  to  be  adopted  ;  and,  in 
many  cases,  one  plan  of  treatment,  vigorously 
pursued,  will  hurry  the  patient  to  his  grave ; 
another  plan  will  restore  him  to  health  with 
an  almost  magical  celerity.  It  certainly 
bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  most 
formidable  disease,  iuilammataon  of  the  brain 
and  its  membranes :  but  the  great  remedy 
for  encephalitis  acts  like  a  poi.son  in  pure 
delirium  tremens ;  and  the  drug,  by  the 
timely  and  careful  administration  of  which 
we  can  often  promise  a  speedy  cure  in  dcli« 
rium  tremens,  is  one  which  we  must  carefully 
avoid,  in  the  earlier  treatment  at  least,  of 
encephalitis.  Accuracy  of  diagnosis,  there- 
fore, between  these  different  dborders,  with 
similar  outward  signals,  becomes  of  the  very 
highest  importance. 

Gfti.— XXVII. 


Delirium — tremens. — ^There  is  delirium 
always;  and  there  is  generally,  but  not 
always,  tremor.  The  name  is  a  goodeaough 
name,  in  my  humble  opinion ;  yet  it  has 
been  found  fault  with,  because  tht  trembling- 
is  not  always  present ;  and  some  have,  there- 
fore, christened  it  delirium  i  potu,  or  <2e/i- 
rium  ebriositatis  :  but  these  terms  are  open 
to  just  the  same  objection  as  the  other ;  for 
though  the  disorder  is  most  commonly  con- 
nected with  intemperate  habits,  that  is  not 
always  the  case.  One  very  curious  fault  lias 
been  discovered  in  the  name :  it  is  said  that 
the  delirium  cannot  tremble ;  and,  therefore, 
that  it  is  better  to  say,  delirium  cum  tremors, 
or  trem^aciens:  and  you  would  hardly 
suppose  it,  but  there  has  been  a  sort  of  con- 
tention for  the  honour  of  thus  mending  the 
nomenclature  of  this  disease.  But  they  who 
object  to  delirium  tremens  appear  to  see  no 
harm  in  delirium  ferox :  whereas  it  is  just 
as  incorrect  to  say  delirium  is  fierce,  as  to 
say  that  it  trembles :  it  is  the  patient  who  ia 
furious,  even  as  it  is  the  patient  who  trem- 
bles ;  and  all  this  dispute  about  a  name  is 
mere  trifling.  It  matters  not  what  we  call 
a  disease,  so  that  the  name  conveys  no  erro- 
neous theory  as  to  its  nature  or  treatment. 
No  such  source  of  error  attaches  itself  to  the 
tenn  delirium  tremens  :  and,  therefore,  if  it 
be  only  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  change, 
we  will  adhere  to  that  tenh. 

Recollect  that  the  strong  features  of  die 
complaint  are  sleeplessness ;  a  busy,  but  not 
angry  or  violent  delirium;  constimt  chat- 
tering ;  trembling  of  the  hands,  and  an  eager 
and  fidgety  employment  of  them.  To  these 
are  added  other  symptoms  which,  though 
they  are  not  so  calculated  to  strike  a  looker 
on,  are  of  not  less  importance,  inasmudi  ae 
they  help  to  establish  the  diagnosis.  The 
tongue  is  moist  and  creamy ;  the  pulse, 
though  frequent,  is  soft ;  the  skin  is  per- 
spiring, and  most  commonly  the  patient  ia 
drenched  in  sweat.  The  sweat  is  uaaally 
described  as  having  an  offensive  oar  a  peculiar 
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fmell !  I  cannot  say  tliat  I  have  observed  it  which  the  ndnd  ia  over  wrought.    A  wdl- 

to  be  ao.    The  fiu%  alao  is  said  to  be  pale ;  informed  medical  man»  of  temperate  habits, 

bnt  thati  I  know,  is  not  always  the  case,  and  told  me  a  few  days  ago  that  he  was  on  the 

therefore  this  point  cannot  be  relied  upon  brink  of  deliriam  tremens  in  the  year  1825. 

as  a  distingoishing  drcnmstanoe.    In  one  of  He  had  foolishly  entangled  himself  in  some 

the  instances  which  I  related  in  the  last  lee-  of  the  speculations  which  prevailed  here  like 

tare,  the  face  was  flushedi  and  the  eyes  red  an  epidemic  at  that  period,  and  his  mind 

and  ferrety.  was  on  the  tenter-hooks  of  suspense  and 

Let  me  remind  yon,  in  a  few  words,  of  apprehension  for  some  time.     He  oonld  not 

the  peculiar  characters  of  the  delirium.     If  sleep,   and  he  found  himself  everlastinglf 

vou  question  the  patient  about  his  disease,  chattering.     It  comes  on  in  the  course  of 

he  answers  quite  to  the  purpose ;  describes,  certain  diseases,  as  sometimes,  for  ezami^, 

in  an  agitated  manner,  his  feelings,  puts  out  in  apoplexy :  and  it  is  a  very  common  result 

his  tongue,  and  does  whatever  you  bid  him  :  of  bodily  injuries  and  accidents,  and  of  snr- 

but  Immediately  afterwards  he  is  wsndering  gical  operations;   or,  I  should  rather  say, 

from  the  scene  around  him  to  some  other  that  it    often  foilmpi   such    diseases    and 

that  exists  only  in  his  imsgination.     Gene-  casualties ;  for  it  is,  even  then,  the  oonse- 

ndly  his  thoughts  appear  to  be  distressful  quence  of  the  treatment  and  regimen  toiriuch 

and  anxious ;  he  is  giving  orders  that  relate  the  patients  are  snbjeeted,  rather  than  of  the 

to  hia  busmess  to  persons  who  are  absent ;  surgical  or  medical  complsint.    And  it  is 

or  he  is  devinng  plans  to  escape  from  some  certainly  more  apt  to  occur,  under  these  cir- 

imaginary  enemy  :    he  fancies    that    rats,  cumstances,  in  old  people ;  and  in  tiioae  who 

mice,  or  other  reptiles,  are  running  over  his  are  younger,  bnt  have  been  known  to  be 

bed,  or  that  strangers  are  in  hia  room.     He  intemperate.     So  frequently  does  the  ddi- 

is  perpetually  wanting  to  get  out  of  bed,  but  rium  manifest  itself  upon  the  cessation  of 

he  is  readily  induced  to  lie  down  again.     It  the  accustomed  spur,  that  the  continnaUy 

is  very  seldom  that  he  meditates  harm,  either  to  recurring  stimulus  hss  been  regarded  aa  the 

himself  or  to  others ;  there  is  rather  a  mix-  jtreduponnff,  and  the  privation  of  that  sti- 

ture  of  cowardice  and  dread  in  the  delirium,  mulus  the  extitmg  cause  of  the  affection. 

All  the  pointe  that  I  have  been  mentioning  Sometimes,  however,  it  comes  on  in  men  who 

require  to  be  investigated  in  every  case  of  are  perpetually  fuddled,  even  althougb  they 

this  nature :  and  an  inquiry  into  the  pre-  have  not  intermitted  their  usual  indulgence 

▼ions  history  of  the  patient,  into  what  the  in  drink.     We  had  a  porter  (an  old  soldier 

French  call  the  commemorative  symptoms,  he  had  been)  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital^  who 

is  eqnally  important.     In  a  large  majority  was  of  great  use  to  us  as  a  subjeet  to  pnc- 

of  instances  you  will  findthathehas  been  an  tise  upon,  and  to  ahew  to  the  pupila.      I 

habitual  drunkard  ;  and  very  frequently  that  never  saw  him  drunk,  so  as  to  be  miable  to 

from  some  reason  or  other  this  habitual  sti-  perform  his  duty :  but  I  cannot  eonaden- 

mulus  has  been  diminished  or  taken  away,  tiously  say  that  I  ever  aaw  him  sober.  Brery 

Some  accidental  illness  faaa  befallen  him,  and  three  or  four  months  we  were  sure  to  have 

he  has  been  restricted  to  low  diet,  and  as  a  him  in  the  wards  with  ddiriiun  treokens. 

sailor  would  say,    **  His    grog    has    been  Sometimes  he  fiell  into  the  hands  of  one 

stopped."    When,  with  symptoms  such  as  physician,  and  sometimes  of  anodier ;  bnt  in 

I  have  mentioned  just  now,  you  hear  a  his-  cme  of  his  attacka  he  slipped  through  our 

tory  of  this  kind,  you  may  be  satisfied  that  fingers :  I  am  not  certain  that  he  wns  not 

the  disease  is  not  inflsmmation  of  the  bndn,  nominally  my  patient  on  that  last  and  fetal 

but  delirium  tremens.     I  believe  that  habi-  occasion :    bnt  aasnredly  he  was  newr  an 

tual  intoxication  of  any  kind  may  lead  to  example  of  the  disease  coming  on  from  the 

this  disorder ;  but  distUled  spirite  more  so  adoption  of  more  temperate  habits.      We 

than  wine ;  wine  more  than  oeer.     I  make  often  find  that  the  malady  ahewsitaelf  imme- 

no  doubt  either,  that  what  is  allied  of  the  ha-  diatdy  after  an  unusually  severe  debancfa, 

bitnaluse  of  opium,  in  preparing  a  person  to  which  has  disturbed  the  stomach  and  bowds, 

suffer  inthe  same  way  upon  itebdng  withheld,  and  left  behind  it  a  proportional  degree  of 

is  quite  true,  althoi^  I  haTC  had  but  few  exhaustion  and  Isnguor. 
opportunities  of  noticing  such  cases.  Without  knowing  why  it  should  bo  ao,  my 

But  the  diaeaae  is  not  confined  to  drunk-  own  experience  would  lead  me  to  tLe  bdief 

ards,  although  it  is  so  commonly  connected  that  ddirium  tremens  is  very  uncoounon 

with  that  pitiable  vice,  as  to  have  been  called  among  women.     Tlie  number  of  beds  Ibr 

fNCsta  e  potu.   You  meet  with  it  occasionally  females  in  the  phyadans'  wards  of  the  Mid- 

in  men  who  have  overstrained  their  nervous  dlesex  Hospitsl  is  somewhat  gieater  thna  for 

system  by  other  modes  of  strong  excitement,  males.      On  the  men's  side  of  tte  boose 

Ix>ng-continned  mental  anxiety,  that  state  oases  of  deUiium  tremens  are  very  frequent 


of  mind  in  which  gsmbleia  and  great  specn-    wheress  I  scarcely  remember  any  atk    the 
lators  (who  indeed  are  gamblers)  are  accus-    women'a.     Yet  each  aex  is  obnoxioaa  to  ite 


tomad  to  live,  may  cauae  it;  any  thing  by    main  causes.     Ibe  gin-shops  of  this  town 
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•re  Baid  to  dnw  «  fearftil  erowd  of  rota- 
featei.  Aadiw  might  expect  that  the  more 
aensitiTe  cbtracter  cif  the  female  conetitutioii 
would  rvader  them  eapedally  liable  to  tiiia 
peculiar  comegience  of  the  abuse  of  alcohol. 
Mj  ezperieiioe,  however,  ia  such  as  I  tell  yoa. 
Ob  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Roots  thinks  he  haa 
«een  qaite  as  many  instances  of  deUrium  tre* 
mens  attaekiog  femalea  as  males.  The  result 
of  M.  Rayer*s  obserratioB  is  more  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own.  Of  176  patients  seen  by 
him,  7  only  (not  1  in  25)  were  women.  A 
gtill  smaller  ratio  is  recorded  by  Bang,  10  in 
456 ;  less  than  1  m  45.  The  disorder  ap- 
pears to  be  more  common  in  the  summer 
than  in  the  winter  months. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  complaint,  and 
the  proper  method  of  treating  it,  were  first 
brought  into  general  notice  in  1813  by  a 
new  work  of  Dr.  Sutton's,  of  Greenwich. 
Hesaw  a  good  deal  of  the  diseases  ofthe  smug- 
glers, and  the  customers  of  the  smugglers, 
that  frequent  the  coast  of  Kent ;  and  he 
was  strack  by  the  different  eyent  df  this  dis- 
order in  the  hands  of  different  practitioners, 
according  ss  bleeding  or  narcotics  were 
adopted.  It  is  the  same  disease  which  Dr. 
AbttiCFombie  speaks  of  as  '*  a  dangerous  mo- 
dification of  meningitis,  which  shews  only 
increased  Tascularity."  Dr.  Bright  also 
includes  it  among  his  cases  of  **  Aradmitis." 
Both  these  eminent  physicians  had  learned, 
however,  that  the  complaint  requires  a  par- 
ticular method  of  treatment.  Of  late  years 
many  essays  and  papers  on  the  same  makdy 
have  appeared  in  this  country,  in  France,  sod 
in  the  United  States,  where  the  disorder  is 
common.  But  even  now  it  is  not  so  well 
imderstood,  throughout  the  profession,  as  it 
ought  to  be. 

You  may  ask  me,  what  is  the  essential 
nature  of  the  disease :  and  I  can  only  state 
in  reply  that  it  oonaists  in  nerv9u»  irritation. 
Some  persons  hold  thsit  this  is  tantamount 
to  no  answer  at  all ;  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
(hem.  They  seem  to  think  that  if  you  assign 
a  state  of  the  bndn  or  nervous  system  which 
is  not  visible  or  tangible,  you  lose  yourself  in 
mere  hypothesis.  But  we  see  a  number  of 
fltriking  pluenomena  in  this  and  in  many 
other  forms  of  disease,  for  which  phaenomena 
we  can  trace  by  our  senses,  in  the  organ  af- 
fected, no  physical  caiise ;  yet  we  are  sure 
that  they  have  a  cause ;  and  we  call  that  canse 
irritation :  if  we  had  given  it  some  Chinese 
name  it  would  have  been  all  the  same. 
Fkom  certain  symptoms  we  infer  irritation  ; 
just  as  firom  certain  phsenomena  we  infer 
gravitation.  I  do  not  mean  to  put  the  two 
upon  an  equal  footing ;  or  to  pretend  to  say 
tiiat  the  laws  of  irritation  are  established 
with  any  thing  like  the  certainty  which  be- 
longs to  the  ascertained  laws  of  gravity  i  but 
we  pursue  the  investigation  of  these  laws  in 
the  same  way  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other  : 


and  it  is  quite  idle  to  object  to  an  arbitrary 
term,  like  irritation,  because  it  is  meant  to 
represent  somethingwhidi  makes  itself  known 
to  us  only  by  its  effects. 

Now  I  apprehend  that  we  are  borne  out, 
by  authentic  facts,  in  believing  that  certain 
change  in  the  blood-vessels  will  lead  to 
irritation,  and  at  length  to  inflammation,  of  a 
part.  But  there  areoUier  sources  of  irritation ; 
and  irritation  in  its  turn  will  lead  to  changes 
in  the  blood-vessels.  In  the  one  case  we 
bring  back  the  blood-vessels  to  their  healthy 
con<Ution,  and  the  symptoms  of  irritation 
cease.  In  the  other  we  calm  the  irritation, 
and  the  prerioos  effect  of  it  upon  the  blood- 
vessels stops.  In  other  words,  deviations 
from  the  natural  and  healthy  state  of  the 
nervous  system  are  sometimes  the  cause,  and 
sometimes  the  consequence,  of  disturbances 
in  the  sanguiferous  system.  Whether  this 
be  good  pUlosophy,  or  whether  it  seem  to 
you  rational  and  intelligible,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  it  is  the  best  explanation  that  I  csn  offer 
you  upon  this  subject. 

I  apprized  you,  in  the  last  lecture,  that 
the  great  remedy  in  delirium  tremens  is  »leep  : 
and  that  our  most  powerful  means  of  induc- 
ing sleep  are  to  be  found  in  opium.  Hie 
opium  must  be  given  in  full  doses ;  and  it 
must  be  fearieady  repeated  if  its  desired  effect 
does  not  follow.  If  the  patients  pass  many 
nights  without  sleep,  they  will  die.  I  have 
tried  various  forms  of  opium ;  snd  I  am  quite 
satisfied  with  morphia.  Some  persons,  how- 
ever, have  not  fooid  it  so  sucoe^afol  as  solid 
opium,  or  as  the  eommon  tincture,  laudanum. 
You  may  try  the  one  or  the  otiier,  or  the 
one  after  the  other,  if  you  please.  No  par- 
ticular mlea  can  be  laid  down  that  will  suit 
all  cases.  After  dearing  out  the  bowds  by  a 
moderate  purgative,  yon  may  give  three 
grains  of  solid  opium ;  and  if  tibe  patient 
riiew  no  inelination  to  sleep  after  two  or 
tiiree  hours  have  elapsed,  you  may  begin  to 
give  one  grain  every  hour  till  he  does  deep. 
Or  you  may  prescribe  corresponding  quan- 
tities ofthe  acetate  or  muriate  of  morphia ; 
or  of  laudanum ;  or  of  the  black  drop ;  or 
of  Battley's  liquor  opii  sedativus.  At 
tiie  same  time  his  room  should  be  kept  dark 
and  quiet.  If  he  sleeps  for  some  time  he  will 
awake  calmer  and  more  sensible;  periiaps 
perfectly  so:  and  you  must  withhold  the 
remedy,  or  continue  it  in  smaller  or  less 
frequent  doses,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 

Dupuytren  found  opiate  enemata  of  great 
efficacy  in  the  cases  of  traumatic  delmum 
that  came  under  his  care.  Tliat  mode  of 
administoing  the  narcotic  may  property  be 
adopted,  if  there  be  any  impedunent  to  its 
reception  or  retention  by  the  stomach. 

Now  sometimes  this  opiate  treatment 
alone  is  quite  enough.  Sometimes  it  is  not. 
You  will  meet  with  patients  who  resist  very 
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large  doses  of  the  drug ;  bat  who  presently  Of  the  oamhinatioa  of  opinm  and  antimoiij, 
sleep,  or  become  composed,  if  you  gire  some  which  has  been  much  praised  by  good  and 
of  their  accustomed  stimnlas  with  it :  "a  competent  jadges,  I  am  unable  to  tcU  yna 
hair  (as  the  Tulgar  saying  goes)  of  the  dog  any  thing  firam  my  own  experienoe. 
that  bit  them  :*'  if  yon  put  their  opiate  dose  In  ho8|ntal  piactioe  it  somrtimm  beooanes 
into  a  glsss  of  gin,  or  a  pint  of  porter.  Tliis  necessary  to  confine  the  patient  to  his  bed 
I  hare  continually  experienced  with  hospital  by  straps,  or  to  muffle  his  limbs  in  a  strait- 
patients.  And  I  rather  think  that  yon  may  waistcoat :  but  this  is  a  most  unfortunate 
get  some  due  to  the  particular  cases  that  necessity.  Physical  ooenaon,  whether  ma- 
require  this  treatment,  by  fTamining  into  nual  or  mechanical,  should  nerer  be  reaorted 
the  state  of  the  digestive  functions.  If  you  to,  in  delirium  tremens,  when  by  any  means  it 
learn  that,  notwithstanding  the  intemperate  can  be  avoided.  The  angry  fediing  and  mental 
habits  of  the  patient,  his  appetite  for  food  fret  which  it  produces,  and  the  exhanstingf 
has  continued  unimpaired,  and -his  digestion  bodily  stru^les  to  escape  or  resist  the  thrall 
sound,  you  will,  I  believe,  generally  find  dom,  are  always  highly  injurious  and  full  of 
that  good  nourishing  diet,  strong  broths  for  danger  to  the  patient.  A  couple  of  stroii^ 
example,  and  the  opium,  will  suffice  for  the  and  good-tempered  attendants  will  not  haire 
cure.  But  if  the  powers  and  natural  sensa-  much  difficulty  in  persuading  and  BMoagii^ 
tions  of  Che  stomach  have  been  injured  and  the  sick  man,  who  is  seldom  either  bcnsteroiia 
perverted,  as  is  too  often  the  fact,  then  a  or  obstinate:  and  if  he  be  intnctaUe  by  soft 
temporary  recurrence  to  the  habitual  stimu-  words,  he  will  yield  more  patiently  to  their 
lus  will  frequently  be  necessary:  and  it  is  gentle  restraint  than  to  the  force  of  maaadea  ; 
well  to  ai«certain,  in  such  cases,  what  the  while  the  appearance  of  coercion  need  not  be 
stimulus  has  been,  whether  spirits,  or  beer,  continued  a  moment  after  his  aoquieacenoe. 
or  wine,  and  to  order  it  accordingly.  Of  I  have  drawn  the  line  between  eaeepba- 
course  tbL  is  not  to  be  continued  after  the  litis  and  delirium  tremens  with  snfficieat 
patient  has  recovered  from  his  delirium  ;  but  clearness,  because  I  have  taken  well-marked 
the  stimulus  under  these  circumstances  must  forms  of  each.  But  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
be  cautiously  withdrawn.  When  the  stomach  there  are  mixed  cases,  which  are  very  pus- 
retains  its  power  of  digestion,  the  bad  habit  zling  when  they  occur,  and  exceedingly  dif- 
of  drinking  ought  to  be  broken  off  at  once  :  iicult  to  treat ;  and  which  require  opiates  mi 
and  if,  after  sleep,  you  can  get  the  patient  to  the  one  hand,  and  moderate  depletion  on  the 
eat  heartily  of  a  beef-steak,  or  mutton-chop,  other.  When  the  indications  are  uncertain, 
I  should  always  advise  it.  or  equivocal,  we  must  carefully  weigh  the 
There  are  some  things  which  1  find  it  difierent  symptoms,  and  we  must  oanturaaly 
necessary  to  mention,  for  the  sake  of  dis-  try  the  remedies.  Hie  circumstanoea  that 
commending  them.  I  know  persons  who  in  most  distinguish  the  one  form  of  disease  frtank 
treating  these  cases  combine  calomel  with  the  other  are  to  be  found  in  the paZte;  which 
the  opium.  And  they  say  that  they  cure  is  hard  and  resisting  in  the  earlier  atagea  of 
their  patients  so  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  that  inflammation  of  the  enoephaloo,  aoft  and 
they  do ;  neither  can  I  doubt  that  the  same  comprciisible  in  delirium  tremens :  in  the 
success  would  have  followed  the  same  quan>  tongue;  which  is  mostly  parched  and  rough  in 
tity  of  opium  without  the  calomel.  In  pure  the  former,  moist  and  creamy  in  the  latter  : 
cases  of  delirium  tremens  I  advise  you  not  in  the  tkin ;  which  is  hot  and  dry  in  the  one 
to  give  calomel.  I  know  no  possible  good  cajse,  covered  with  sweat  in  the  other :  ill  the 
it  can  answer :  it  is  itself  a  source  of  great  connienanee ;  wliich  is  flushed  in  inflamma- 
irritation  to  the  nervous  system  in  many  tion,  and  mostly  (though  not  always)  pale  in 
persons :  and  if  it  comes  to  affect  the  mouth,  delirium  tremens :  in  the  tremort!  which  are 
you  inflict  upon  your  patient  a  superfluous  not  common  in  the  primary  periods  of  in- 
discomfort;  and,  I  believe,  in  many  cases,  a  flammation  of  the  brain:  in  the  usual  abaeaoe 
downright  injury.  You  will  be  told  also  of  of  headache  in  delirium  tremens  :  and  in  the 
digitalis,  as  a  specific  remedy  for  the  disease  ;  peculiar  characters  of  the  deliriumisk  the  two 


or  you  may  read  of  it :  bat  do  not  be  led  cases,  which  1  need  not  repeat.     If 

away  from    tlic    standard   remedies   which  symptoms  contradict  each   other,  aa  thej 

reason  recommends,  and  large  experience  has  sometimes  will,  you  had  better  act  on  the 

sanctioned.     Knowing  what   we  do  of  the  trorW  supposition,  and  presume  that  theze  ia 


power  of  opium  generally,  and  of  its  efficacy  inflammation,  and  employ  antiphlogistic 

in  this  complaint  in  particular,  I  should  con-  medics  :  but  you  must  not  do  so  with  a 

sider  myself  guilty  of  a  criminal  trifling  with  hand ;  you  must  use  them  cautioaaly>  and 

human  life  if  I  made  experiments  with  digi-  watch  their  effects,  and  guide  thereby  yoor 

talis  upon  the  loose  reports  of  some  one  or  subsequent  treatment.      Take  a  moderate 

two  persons,  of  whose  credit  or  information  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm:   obaerre 

I  knew  nothing  ;  and  whose  dicta  had  been  whether  it  has  the  bufly  coat  %  and  note  the 

transferred  perhaps  from  some  foreign  jour-  condition   of  the  patient  afterwards.       In 

nal  to  fill  a  vacant  corner  in  one  of  our  own.  mixed  or  ambiguous  cases  it  will  be  proper 
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to  combine  calomel  with  the  opium.     You  Cases  euch  as  I  related  in  the  last  lecture, 

will  sometimes  find  a  state  resembling  deli-  where  violent  symptoms  are  calmed  at  once, 

rium  tremens  left  after  the  subsidence  of  and  the  patient  is  rescued  in  a  few  hours 

acute  inflammation  of  the  parts  within  the  from  great  apparent  peril,  make  a  strong 

cranium,  and  requiring  the    treatment    of  impression  upon  those  who  witness  them ; 

delirium  tremens.  and  the  practitioner  gains  amazing  credit, 

I  do  notknow  that  there  is  much  good  to  be  and  is  spoken  of  to  all  their  acquaintances 

expected  from  counter-irritation  in  this  dis-  as  a  wonderfully  clever  man.     It  is  unfortu- 

ease.     But  after  the  more  decided  symptoms  nate  that  we  are  dbliged  to  set  o(f,  against 

were  gone  by,  I  liave  sometimes  thought  that  this  advantage,    a    corresponding    danger, 

the  recovery   has   l)een  accelerated  by   the  when  the  disease  ends  ill,  of  being  blamed 

application  of  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  without    our  deserving   it.       Wlien    the^e 

neck.  patients  die  (and  they  usually  persist  in  their 

Inflammation  of  tlie  brain,  and  delirium  evil  habits  and  die  at  last  in  one  of  the 
tremens,  are  distinct  diseases.  Hence,  in  attacks  of  the  disease),  when  they  so  die, 
the  mixed  cases,  of  which  I  just  now  spoke,  they  are  apt  to  die  much  in  the  same  way  as 
we  may  expect  after  drath  to  find,  and  we  patients  who  are  poisoned  by  opium  ;  and  if 
often  do  find,  unquestionable  traces  of  in-  their  friends  are  aware  that  we  have  been 
flammatory  action  within  the  skull.  But  giving  large  and  repeated  doses  of  that  drug, 
pure  delirium  tremens  frequently  leaves  be-  they  sometimes  have  the  charity  to  lay  the 
hind  it  no  morbid  appearance  whatever  in  death  at  our  door :  and  you  ought  to  be 
the  brain  or  its  membranes.  In  other  cases  prepared  for  this  :  and  I  will  conclude  what 
there  is  serous  li({uid  collected  in  the  inter-  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  delirium 
stices  of  tlia  pia  mater,  or  in  the  cerebral  tremens  by  relating  a  case,  in  which  I  have 
ventricles  ;  and  I  have  on  several  occasions  no  doubt  that  I  suffered  (though  quite  un- 
seen the  arachnoid  thicker  and  less  tran-  justly)  under  that  kind  of  imputation, 
sparent  than  is  natural,  and  sprinkled  over  Six  or  seven  years  ago  i  was  asked,  one 
with  little  spots  or  streaks  of  a  milk-white  morning,  by  a  general  practitioner  at  tlic 
colour.  Changes  of  this  kind  we  believe  west  end  of  the  town,  to  see  a  patient  with 
to  be  owing  to  chronic  inflammation  of  the  him  ;  of  whom  he  gave  me  this  account : — 
membrane.  But,  even  in  these  cases,  I  see  The  man  was  about  forty  years  old :  he  had 
no  reason  for  thinking  that  the  fatal  disorder  been  attacked  some  days  before  with  sore 
hod  any  connection  with  the  morbid  state  of  throat,  common  cynanche  tonsillaris  ;  the 
the  arachnoid.  We  meet  continually  with  like  tonsils  and  fauces  were  so  much  swelled  that 
appearances  when  tliere  has  been  no  delirium  his  deglutition  was  greatly  impeded,  and 
tremens  ;  and  we  have  delirium  tremens  with-  for  four  or  five  days  he  had  not  been  able 
out  any  such  appearances.  The  habitual  to  swallow  any  thing.  The  night  before  I 
abuse  of  ardent  spirits  leads  to  chronic  in-  saw  him  he  had  become  delirious,  and  then 
flammation  in  various  parts  and  tissues  of  had  been  largely  bled,  and  he  was  worse  in 
the  body  :  in  the  blood-vessels,  in  the  liver,  the  morning.  His  bowels  had  also  been 
in  the  kidneys,  and  in  the  arachnoid.     We  very  much  purged. 

need  not  be  surprised  at  finding  that  mem-  1  found  him  propped  up  in  his  bed,  with 

brane   thickened  and   partially    opaque  in  a  coronet  of  leeches  round  his  head.     Ho 

the  victims  of  delirium  tremens ;  since  they  was  pale ;  there  was  no  headache,  nor  affec- 

are  chiefly  men  who  have  run  a  long  course  tion  of  his  breathing ;  his  pulse  was  not  very 

of  intemperance.     I  believe  that  disease  to  frequent,  and  it  was  quite  soft:  and  compres- 

bear  the  same  relation,  and  no  other,  to  the  sible.      He  was  sweating  profusely.      He 

chronic  arachnitis  in  such  persons,  as  to  the  answered  the  few  questions  I  put  to  him 

chronic  hepatitis  to  which  they  are  equally  readily  and  pertinently,  and  then  went  talk- 

snbject.     There  is  but  one  morbid  condition  ing  on  in  a  rambling  way  about  his  business, 

which,  since  my  attention  was  first  directed  He  was  a  hackney-man,  or  stable-keeper,  in 

to  it,  I  have  found  constant  in  persons  dead  a  large  way.     He  said  (I  remember)  that 

of  delirium  tremens,  and  that  is,  a  remarka-  the  boys  were  all  ready  to  start ;  that  there 

bly  soft,  pale,  and  flabby  state  of  the  mus-  were  two  pair  of  horses  going  down  the  road, 

cttlar  tissue  of  the  heart.  and  that  he  must  go  and  see  after  them ;  and 

Tbe  chemist  may  be  more  likely  to  detect  much  more  on  the  same  subject.     His  mind 

altered  oonditions  in  the  brain,  in  these  cases,  was  busy  about  the  execution  of  imaginary 

than  the  anatomist.     Very  lately  Dr.  Percy  orders.     He  had  not  slept  at  all  for  some 

has  obtained  alcohol  from  the  brain  of  a  per-  nights. 

son  who  died  from  excessive  drinking ;  and  Upon  my  inquiring  into  his  previous  con- 

from  those   of   various  animals  which  had  dition,  his  wife   told  me  that  without  any 

been  killed  by  that  poison.     These  facts  are  turn  for  dissipation  he  had  for  some  time 

interesting,  but  they  do  not  help  us  much  in  been  an  habitual  hard  drinker  ;  that  he  had 

oar  attempts  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  continual  dealings  with  the  coachmen  to  the 

the  disorder.  various  families   which   he  furnished  with 
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liorsefl  ;  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  diink  case,  and  obflerred  to  me  tiiat  doobtielii  oW 

•omething  with  each  of  them ;  so  that  every  patient  had  been  poisoned  bf  tiie    t^ree 

day  he  had  many  glasses  of  spirits,  and  a  grains  of  opinm.     I  was  able,  bowvrer,  to 

good  deal  of  porter.     She  told  me  also  that  reliere  his  mind  from  this  notion ;   and  i 

his  mind  had  been  anxious  and  uneasy ;  that  hanre  nentioDed  the  case  diiefly  for  Hie  sake 

the  business  was  a  large  and  harassing  one ;  of  guarding  you  against  amilar  miagifingVy 

that  he  had  embarked  a  considerable  sum  of  under  simHar  ciituuMtanccs.     T^  mniiiier 

money  in  it ;  and  that  it  had  not  turned  out  of  dying  was  just  soch  as  opimn  wiO  pftK 

so  prosperously  as  he  had  expected.  duce ;  but,  then,  deadi  by  coma  is  also  fine* 

Putting  all  these  things  together,   there  quently  the  termination  of  ddiriom  traneBs: 

could  be  no  doubt,  either  as  to  the  character  effusion  at  length  is  apt  to  take  place  Into 

of  the  complaint,  or  as  to  the  treatment  the  Tentrides,  or  into  the  meshes  of  the  pin 

proper  to  be  adopted.     Here  was  a  man  who  mater,  and  stnpor  comes  on,  and  the  patient 


had  been  living  a  life  of  continued  mental  sinks.     But  in  this  instance  I  was  oettain 

and  physical  excitement :  suddenly  the  sti-  that  his  death  had  nothing  to  do  witii  the 

mulus  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed  was  opium  he  had  taken,  for  this  reason  7  tfiat 

taken  away ;  he  could  not  swallow  even  such  so  long  a  space  of  time  had  eli^Med — oiiie 

nourishment  as  his  case  required  or  admitted:  hours— between  his  taking  the  opimn  and 

then  came  on  delirium — a  symptom  not  be-  the  coming  on  of  the  eomatoae  symptoms^ 

longing  to  bis  disease  in  the  throat — and  pro-  Dr.  Christison,  in  his  elaborate  and  Tahiable 

tracted  watchfalness.     He  is  largely  bled,  work  on  Toxicology,  states  it  as  the  icmk 

and  profusely  purged,   and  he  gets  worse  of  extensiye  inqviry  into  this  mbjeet,  that 

instead  of  better  under  these  remedies.     At  when  opinm  has  been  swaUowed  in  a  poi-> 

the  same  time  his  skin  is  moist  and  per*  sonous  dose,  it  afanost  always  begins  to  a»t 

spiring,  and  there  is  no  hardness  in  his  pulse,  as  a  poison  within  an  hour ;  that  very  rarely 

I  recommended  that  the  leeches  should  be  indeed  has  its  specific  operalioo  been  poet-. 

removed  from  his  head ;  that  he  should  take  poned  much  beyond  the  hoar,  except,  ooca- 

immediately  (for  he  could  swallow  now)  two  sionally,  when  the  person  taking  it  has  been 

grains  of  opium,  and  afterwards  twenty  drops  intoxicated  at  tt»  time.     In  one  ranaikidile 

of  laudanum  every  three  houra,  till  he  fell  instance  a  dnmken  man  took  two  onnces  of 

asleep.  landannm,  and  no  material  stupor  followed 

Somewhat  unluckily  hit  wife's  brotfier—  for  five  hours.  I  guess  that  I  inenrred  tte 
a  very  young  man— was  the  apprentice  or  reproach  of  recommending  a  fotal  pbn  of 
assistant  of  a  surgeon  in  the  neighbourhood  treatment  in  the  particular  caee  I  have  now 
of  town,  and  he  came  in  to  see  his  relative,  related  ;  but  I  am  quite  sfltitfied  that  the 
After  hearing  what  I  had  said,  he  went  home,  opium  was  innocent  of  the  patient's  deati^ 
and  probably  consulted  his  books,  and  then  and  I  even  think  that  his  chance  might  have 
came  back  again  with  doubts  whether  the  com-  been  much  mended  if  the  opiate,  in  smaller 
plaint  really  was  delirium  tremens  after  all.  doses  perhaps,  had  been  steadily  oontimied. 
Whether  in  consequence  of  these  doubCs  I  We  may  be  content  to  bear,  ocoasionallyy 
cannot  tell,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  these  unfounded  imputations,  when  we  eon« 
only  one  or  two  doses  of  the  medicine  were  sider  the  other  side  of  the  account,  and  call 
taken.  I  had  offered  to  see  the  patient  to  mind  the  far  greater  number  of  instances 
again  in  the  evening ;  but  his  friends  said  in  which  spontaneous  recoveries  are  credited 
they  would  send  for  me  if  he  did  not  get  to  us  as  cures ;  and  the  Doctor,  like 
better.  They  did  not  send  ;  and  the  patient  Belinda's  Betty,  is  '*  praised  for  laboannot 
did  not  slee^.  At  night,  therefore,  at  ten  his  own." 
o'clock,  three  grains  of  opium  were  admi- 
nistered. The  result  of  this  was,  that  he  I  should  next  wish  to  put  you  in  posses- 
passed  a  quiet  but  a  sleepless  night.  Per-  sion  of  what  has  been  ascertained  in  respect 
haps  (but  I  cannot  be  sure  of  that)  if  the  to  partial  and  to  chrome  inflammation  of 
opium  had  been  persisted  with,  the  case  might  the  brain,  as  these  are  met  with  in  adults ;  for  I 
have  terminated  otherwise.  About  eight  must  speak  of  the  head  affections  of  children 
o'clock  the  next  morning  I  was  summoned  separately.  But  I  reaUy  do  not  know  how 
to  him  in  a  great  hurry :  when  I  got  there  to  bring  this  part  of  the  subject  before  yoa 
he  was  dying,  perfectly  comatose,  breathing  in  a  practical  manner.  If  I  wore  tint  to 
atertorously,  with  blue  lips  and  contracted  describe  symptoms,  and  then  to  state  what 
pupils.  He  had  appeared  so  much  better  at  organic  changes  had  been  discovered  after 
seven,  that  he  was,  for  the  firat  time,  left  death  preceded  by  them,  I  should  have 
alone  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and  when  to  tell  you  of  different  symptoms 
they  went  back  to  him  he  was  changed  in  the  with  the  same  morbid  conditions,  and  of 
manner  I  have  described.  the  same    symptoms    with  difflerent  mor- 

The  general  practitioner  with  whom  I  had  bid  conditions,  in  various  individuals.     I 

*«t  seen  the  patient—a  very  sensible  man—  believe    the  best  method,  upon  the  whole, 

was  much  concerned  at  this  issue  of  the  will  be  to  describe  the  several  morbid  appear- 
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•noes  wliich  the  brain  is  found  to  present;  Softening  of  the  brain  is  usnally  partial* 

and  then  to  mention  the  symptoms  that  have  It  may  occupy  any  part ;  but  it  is  said  to  be 

m09i  commonly  been  observed  to  occur  in  more  frequently  met  with  in  the  grey  than 

association  with  such  morbid  conditions.     I  in  the  white  matter  :    and  more  often  in  the 

must  premise,  however,  that  the  whole  snb-  grey  matter  of  the  convolutions  than  of  the 

ject  is  full  of  uncertainty  and  apparent  irre-  more  central  parts  of  the  brain, 

galarity.      Doubtless  there  U  some  constant  You  will  find  softening  of  the  septum 

and  uniform  connexion  of  cause  and  effect  lucidum,  and  of  the  fornix,  occurring  very 

b^ween  the  altered  physical  states  of  the  frequently  in  connection  with  an  accumulation 

brain  and  the  altered  manifestation  of  its  of  serous  fluid  in  the  lateral  ventricles, 

functions ;  but  we  have  not  yet  been  sue-  Now«  it  is  well  established  that  softening 

ceasfiil  in  our  search  after  those  settled  rela-  of  the  brain  is  a  common  result  of  two  very 

tions ;  or  we  have  but  partial  and  imperfect  different  morbid  conditions.      It  is  often 

glimpses  of  them.  caused  by  inflammation  of  the  softened  part : 

RamoUiMemeni. — One    very  remarkable  it  is  often  caused,  also,  if  I  may  say  so,  by 

cjondition  of  the  brain  has  been  several  times  its  starvation ;  by  the  diminished  supply  of 

mentioned  in  these  lectures ;  vis.  tqfleninff,  arterial  blood,  in  consequence  of  diseased 

A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  blood-vessels. 

tills  condition  of  late  years,  both  in  France  Can  we  distinguish  these  two  forms  of 

and  in  this  country :  and  some  points  in  its  softening  from  each  other  by  their  physical 

Sathology  have  been  fairly  made  out.    I  will  characters  ?    Why,  sometimes  we  can :  and 

ring  them  together  as  concisely  as  1  can.  sometimes,  it  must  be  confessed,  we  cannot. 

la  the  first  place,  the  softening  varies  greatly  The  same  parts  that  are  most  liable  to 

in  degree,  from  the  consistence  which  na-  have  their  consistence  diminished,  through 

turally  belongs  to  the  cerebral  substance,  to  an  inflammatory  process,  are  also  most  liable 

that  of  thin  cream.     In  its  minor  degrees  it  to  be  softened  from  defect  of  nutrition.   The 

may  be  easily  overlooked ;  and  is  more  per-  most  vascular  parts  of  the  brain,  in  short : 

ceptible  by  the  touch  than  by  the  eye.    The  the  grey  matter  of  the  convolutions,  and  the 

cerebral  matter  is  less  coherent,  but  it  is  not  grey  matter  of  the  thalami,   and  corpora 

yet  discontinuous  or  broken  down.     It  may  striata. 

be  washed  away,  however,  by  letting  a  slender  It  is  stated,  however,  that  softening  of 

stream  of  water  fall  upon  it;  and  the  softened  the  corpus  callosum,  septum  lucidum,  and 

parts  are  thus  easily  distinguishable  from  fornix,  from  obliteration  of  the  arteries,  is 

those  which  retain  their  natural  consistence,  extremely  rare. 

In  the  next  stage  of  softening  we  recognize  If  there  be  pus  mixed  with  the  softened 

the  complaint  at  once,  for  the  softened  parts  brain,  we  know  that  there  has  been  preceding 

undergo  a  change  of  form  by  their  own  inflammation.     Again,  if  we  find  the  arteries 

weight :   parts  that  are  prominent  in  the  impervious,  we  conclude  that  the  softening 

healthy  state,  as  the  optic  thalami,  corpora  has  not  been  inflammatory.     Dr.  CarsweU 

striata,  and  convolutions,  sink  down,  as  it  states  that  the  obliterated  arteries  may  occupy 

were,  and  are  more  or  less  flattened.   If  you  the  softened  cerebral  substance,  and  may 

make  a  horixontal  section  through  a  part  often  be  seen  ramifying  through  it ;  and  that 

thus  diseased,  a  portion  of  the  softened  brain  when  this  substance  is  removed  by  pouring 

adheres  to  the  knife,  and  is  removed  by  it,  water  upon  it,  the  solidified  vessels  retain 

and  a  depression  is  left.     In  a  still  more  their  situation,  and  feel  sometimes  as  hard 

advanced  degree,  the  natural  texture  of  the  as  fine  wires.     But  we  come  to  the  same 

organ  in  the  softened  part  is  entirely  destroyed  conclusion  if  we  find  the  larger  vessels,  the 

and  confused  by  the  change,  diffluent :  yon  carotid  or  vertebral  arteries,  obstructed  by 

may  pour  the  softened  matter  out.  ossification;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  brain 

The  colour  of  the  softened  portions  varies  unnaturally  soft, 

also  considerably.     Sometimes  they  are  un-  We  have  no  certain  test  of  the  nature  of 

changed  in  colour :  sometimes  they  are  quite  the  softening  in  its  being  red.    The  redness 

white,  and  present  a  strong  contrast  with  the  may  be  the  result  of  inflammatory  congestion ; 

tint  of  the  neighbouring  parts:   sometimes  but  cerebral  hemorrhage  may  occasion  sof- 

they  are  marked  with  various  shades  of  red-  tening ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  softening 

ness,  from  a  rosy  pink  to  an  orange,  or  deep  may  g^ve  rise  to  cerebral  haemorrhage.     This 

red,   or  even  a  mahogany  brown.     Often  may  be  said,  however :  that  the  redness  is 

there  are  red  spots  mixed  irregularly  with  seldom  considerable  when  the  softening  pro- 

the  softened  cerebral  pulp,  and  giving  it  ceeds  from  an  obliteration  of  the  arteries, 

very  much  the  appearance  of  a  mixture  of  When  the  softening  extends  much  beyond 

raspberries  and  cream.  In  other  cases  we  find  the  redness,  or  the  effused  blood ;  or  when 

the  softened  mass  of  a  pale  yellow,  or  straw  the  redness  occupies  several  smaU  portions 

colour,  infiltrated,  as  it  were,  with  purulent  only  of  the  softened  pulp ;  we  may  presume 

matter :  and  sometimes  it  is  mixed  wiUi  serous  that  the  blood  was  extravasated  subsequently 

fluid.  to,  and  in  consequence  of,  the  softeninf 
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On  the  other  hand,  when  redness  and  vasca-  lowed  by  paralysis  and  coma;  the  oonviilcum 

larity  can  be  traced  into  the  brain,  some  way  ceasing  for  some  time  before  death,   and 

beyond  the  softened  part,  we  may  regard  the  being  socoeeded  by  the  coma."     But  he  saw 

softening  as  the  consequence  of  iiidSammation.  one  case  in  which  *  *  the  convulsion  contmued 

And  we  adopt  the  same  belief,  with  still  with  the  utmost  violence  till  the  very  time  ^ 

greater  confidence,  when  around  the  softened  death."     In  another  instance  **  there  waa  no 

and  disorganized  pulp  we  find  the  cerebral  convulsion  at  all,  but  a  sudden  attack  of 

substance  hardened^  and  of  a  uniform  reddish  palsy,  exactly  resemblmg  the  ordinary  attack 

colour.  of  hemiplegia  from  other  causes."     In  two 

In  attempting  to  make  the  diagnosis  be-  cases    he   found   '*  ramollisaement  of  very 

tween  these  two  forms  of  softening,  we  get  limited  extent,  in  connection  with  symptoms 

some  assistance  by  noticing  the  age  of  the  of  long  standing,  both  cases  being  at  last 

patient.    The  osdfication,  which  gives  rise  rapidly  fatal  by  a  sudden  attack  of  oonvul- 

to  the  obliteration  of  the  arteries,  is  almost  sion."     In  other  cases  '*  there  was  extensive 

peculiar  -to  the  advanced  periods  of  life;  destruction  of  the  cerebral  substance,  without 

whereas  inflammatory  softening  may  occur  either  paralysis    or    convulsion,  and  even 

at  any  age ;    in  children,  in  adults,  or  in  old  without  coma." 

persons.  Suppuration  end  abtceu  of  the  hram. — 

Some  of  the  French  pathologists  have  laid  When  you  find  the  softened  substance  iniil- 
down  this  rule  as  the  result  of  their  expe-  trated  with  purulent  matter,  you  may  oall  the 
rienoe  in  regard  to  softening  of  the  brain—  case  one  of  suppuration  of  tiie  brain.  But 
that  it  is  attended,  during  the  earlier  part  of  suppuration  also  occurs  in  another  form ; 
its  progpress,  with  a  permanently  contracted  viz.  in  the  form  of  abscess.  The  pus  is  con- 
state of  the  flexor  muscles  of  one  or  more  of  tained  in  a  regular  well-defined  cavity,  sur- 
the  limbs.  *'  In  some  cases  the  contraction  rounded  by  cerebral  matter  in  a  healthy  or 
of  these  muscles  amounts  only  to  a  slight  in  a  hardened  state.  Now  in  suppuntion 
degree  of  stiffness ;  in  others  it  reaches  such  occurring  in  the  brain,  there  is  the  same 
an  extent,  that  if  the  arm  be  the  part  affected,  puzzling  diversity  of  symptoms  as  in  cssses 
the  hand  is  clenched,  and  remains  pressed  of  simple  softening.  Still,  in  the  main, 
against  the  shoulder ;  or,  if  the  leg,  the  heel  there  seems  an  approach  to  the  same  order 
is  carried  up  to  the  hip."  Sometimes  this  of  symptoms ;  convulsions  in  the  earlier 
tonic  spasm  is  so  strong  that  you  cannot  period  constituting  the  most  prominent 
extend  the  limb ;  and  the  attempt  to  do  so  feature  of  the  disease ;  paralysis  in  the 
gives  the  patient  pain.  After  a  certain  time  latter.  I  wUl  take  one  of  Dr.  Abercrombie's 
the  rigidity  is  succeeded  by  complete  relaxa-  cases  in  illustration  of  the  formation  of 
tion;  the  contracted  limb  has  become  palsied,  encysted  abscess  in  the  brain. 

I'believe  that  this  is  a  valuable  diagnostic  A  girl,  aged  eleven,  thin  and  delicate,  after 
symptom  of  softening,  and  especially  of  in-  having  complained  for  some  days  of  head- 
Hammatory  softening— i&A«r  it  oceurt.  But  ache,  was  seized,  on  the  llth  of  January, 
it  is  often  wanting.  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  with  convulsions,  which  continued  about  half 
something  more  certain  and  constant  in  an  hour :  paralysis  of  the  right  arm  followed 
respect  to  the  symptoms  of  this  interesting  the  attack  of  convulsion.  She  was  bled 
change;  but  the  facts  that  I  have  myself  from  the  arm,  and  purged,  and  cold  was 
observed,  and  which  have  been  recorded  by  applied  to  her  head;  and  she  Was  much  bene- 
others,  will  not  permit  me  to  do  so.  Dr.  fited  by  this  treatment.  On  the  13th  the 
Abercrombie  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  that  headache  was  much  abated,  and  she  had 
judging  from  the  cases  that  have  fallen  under  recovered  a  considerable  degree  of  motion 
his  own  notice,  there  is  no  foundation  for  of  the  arm.  On  the  15th  the  headache 
the  statement  that  ramollieaement  is  distin-  increased  again,  and  the  arm  becune  more 
guished  by  tonic  contraction  of  one  or  more  paralytic,  and  she  was  again  bled :  and 
limbs:  that  the  same  thing  is  met  with  in  on  the  16th  and  17th  the  power  of  moving  the 
connection  with  affections  of  the  mem-  arm  was  greatly  improved.  On  the  18th, 
braues,  without  any  disease  of  the  cerebral  after  being  affected  with  increase  of  head- 
substance  ;  and  ¥rith  the  encysted  abscess  of  ache,  and  some  vomiting,  she  became  con- 
the  brain ;  and  that  it  is  frequently  observed  vulsed,  the  convulsion  being  confined  entirely 
in  cases  of  typhus  fever,  where  there  is  much  to  the  head,  and  to  the  right  arm ;  the  head 
cerebral  disturbance,  but  which  terminate  was  drawn  towards  the  right  side,  with  a 
favourably.  I  will  give  you  the  general  rolling  motion  of  the  eyes ;  the  arm  was  in 
result  of  his  experience  in  this  matter,  as  constant  and  violent  motion.  She  was  sen- 
being  untinctured'With  any  wish  to  reduce  siblc,  and  complained  of  headache.  Being 
his  facts  into  compliance  with  a  preconceived  bled  to  eight  ounces,  the  convnhnon  oeased 
opinion,  or  hasty  generalization.  He  states  instantiy,  and  the  headache  was  relieved ; 
that  **  tiie  cases  which  terminate  by  ramol-  but  the  right  arm  reniained  in  a  state  of  oom- 
lissementseem  in  general  to  be  characterised  plete  paralysis.  Her  pulse,  during  the  five 
by  convulsion,  more  or  less  extensive,  fol-  following  days,  feU  from  100  to  60;  some 
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headache    continiied ;    she    had   occaaioiial  contrary,  diBtingniihrid  by  Iti  pearly  white- 

Yomittng ;  and  the  convulsiTe  attacks  re-  ness.     That  th^  changes  are  the  result  of 

turned  several  times:    they  were  entirely  slow  inflammatory  action  is  the  more  proba- 

confined  to  the  right  arm,  which,  after  the  ble,  becanse  they  are  sometimes  found  to 

23d,  was  left  in  a  state  of  permanent  para-  exist  around  an  old  apoplectic  clot  or  cell ; 

lysis.     Hitherto  no  other  parts  of  the  body  the  blood  effused  hating  acted  as  a  cause  of 

had  been  affected  by  the  convnkion ;  but  on  inflammation  of  the  neighbouring  part,  just 

the  24th  it  attacked  the  right  thigh  and  leg,  as  any  foreign  substance  might  do.     In  the 

and  left  them  in  a  state  of  paralysis.    The  progress  of  cases  in  which  partial  induration 

former  remedies  were  repeated  without  any  is  effected,  couTulsiTe  movements  are  com- 

effect.     The  thigh  and  leg  went  through  a  mon,  but  paralysis  does  not  appear  to  be  so 

course  precisely  similar  to  that  describe  in  frequently  present.     The  symptoms  may  go 

regard  to  the  arm,  and  on  the  29th  remained  on  for  months,   and  often  remit,  and  are 

in  a  state  of  permanent  paralysis.  again    aggravated    by   paroxysms.      These 

She  was  now,  therefore,  paralytic  of  the  cases  are  Uie  more  interesting,  because  they 

whole  right  side ;  she  had  no  return  of  con-  offer  a  greater  probability  of  cure  than  those 

vulsion,  was  perfectly  sensible,  and  made  that  are  attended  with  an  opposite  condition 

little  complaint.     Gradually  she  became  dull  of  the  cerebral  mass. 

and  oppressed,  and  at  length  fell  into  a  state         TuvMrt  of  the    hram.  —  Besides  these 

of  perfect  coma,  and  died  on  the  14th  of  varieties  of  inflammation,  and  their  conse- 

February,  a  little  more  than  a  month  after  quences,   the  brain  is  often  infested  with 

the  commeuceinent  of  her  illness.  tumors,  which  also   give  rise  to  a  great 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  left  hemisphere  diversity  of  sjrmptoms.  There  are  flbrous 
of  the  brain  there  wei*e  two  distinct  defined  tumors  which  grow  rather  around  the 
abscesses,  containing  together  from  six  to  nervous  matter  than  within  it,  and  are  con- 
eight  ounces  of  very  foetid  pus.  They  were  nected  with  the  dura  mater.  They  have 
lined  by  a  firm  white  membrane ;  and  a  thin  been  found  at  almost  all  parts  of  the  surface 
septum  of  firm  white  matter  separated  them  of  the  brain ;  at  its  base,  at  its  sides,  and 
from  each  other.  The  one  was  in  the  an*  towards  its  summit.  Scrofulous  tubercles 
terior  part  of  the  hemisphere,  very  near  the  are  also  not  uncommon :  these  are  embedded 
surface ;  and  the  other  immediately  behind  it.  in  the  nervous  substance,  and  assume  a 
In  the  posterior  part  of  the  right  hemisphere  round  form,  for  the  reason  I  formerly  men- 
there  was  a  small  abscess  containing  about  doned,  viz.  because  the  tubercular  matter 
half  an  ounce  of  pus.  There  was  no  serous  that  is  separated  from  the  blood  is  not  cast 
effusion  in  any  part  of  the  brain,  and  no  into  any  particular  mould  (as  it  is  when  it  is 
other  morbid  appearance.  efllused  into  the  small  bronchial  tubes),  but 

In  this  very  interesting  case  it  is  worth  poured  forth  into  the  homogeneous  pulp, 

remarking  how  the  convulsion  preceded  the  which  exerts  an  equal  degree  of  pressure 

paralysis,  and  how  the  palsy  was  more  than  upon  it  on  all  sides.      These    scrofulous 

once  diminished  by  antiphlogistic  measures,  tubercles  of  the  brain   are  infinitely  more 

It  is  reasonable  to  conclude — ^it  can  hardly  frequent  in  children  than  in  adults ;  and  they 

be  called  a  conjecture — ^that  in  such  cases  of  are  more  commonly  met  with  in  the  cerebral 

partial  disease  of  the  brain  as  I  have  hitherto  hemispheres  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 

mentioned,  the  occurrence  of  convulsion,  or  brain,  occi^ying  the  cortical  snd  medullary 

of  rigidity,  marks  the  inflammatory  stage ;  substance  indifferently.       They  sometimes" 

and  the  supervention  of  permanent  paralysu  appear  to  originate  in  the  pia  mater,     lliey 

denotes  the  period  of  softening  or  suppura-  differ  from  pulmonary    tubercles    in    this 

tion,  of  complete  disorganization,  that  is,  of  respect,  that  they  are  seldom  numerous  in 

the  texture  of  the  brain  in  that  part.  the  same  brain.     Sometimes  one  only  is 

Induration  qf  the  brain, — Partial  inflam-  found.  They  vary  in  magnitnde  from  the 
mation  of  the  brain,  especially  when  it  is  size  of  a  large  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  hen's 
chronic,  sometimes  produces  a  totally  dif-  egg;  and  they  are  sometimes  even  bigger 
ferent  change  from  any  that  have  yet  been  than  that.  The  substance  of  the  brain  im- 
described.  Instead  of  becoming  softer,  or  mediately  surrounding  these  tuberdes  may 
bdng  converted  into  pus,  the  inflamed  part  be  unchanged,  in  which  case  it  is  probable 
is  indurated ;  comes  to  resemble  in  oonsis-  that  the  tubercles  themselves  give  rise  to  no 
tence  portions  of  6rain  that  have  been  for  a  particular  symptoms,  the  cerebral  matter 
short  time  immersed  in  weak  nitric  acid,  of  the  spots  they  occupy  having  been  gra- 
in this  state  it  is  often  unusually  vascular  dually  absorbed  to  make  room  for  them;  but 
and  injected.  When  the  induration  is  at  length  important  alterations  take  place  in 
greater  in  degree,  the  hardened  part  assumes  the  neighbouring  texture ;  congestions  of 
the  appearance  of  wax,  or  of  boiled  white  of  blood,  or  softening,  or  suppuration ;  and 
egg,  or  (as  Andral  says)  of  Gruy^re  cheese,  then  the  ordinary  consequences  of  these 
and  contains  but  little  blood,  but  is,  on  the  changes  declare  themselves  outwardly. 


8&8       DR.  CARPENTER'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEBf. 

Cametnmi  tumors  occur  alio  in  the  sub-  which  most  may  be  hoped  in  eqnWocal 
stance  of  the  brain.  They  usnatty  occnpy  a  are  local  bleeding,  coonter-irritatioEiy  and 
large  portion  of  it  before  they  extinguish  especially  the  cautious  and  regulated  employ- 
life.     Hydatids  are  sometimes  found  there.  meat  of  mercury.     I   have  stated  to    yon 

Now  of  the  occurrence  of  these  Tarious  before,  that  I  haire  known  sereralobsciiFe  but 

localmaladiesof  the  brain  it  isnecessary  that  threatening  symptoms  of  brain  diseaae  desur 

you  should  be  aware»  for  you  may  expect  to  entirely  away,  when  the  guma  were   made 

meet  with  them  frequently  in  practice.     And  sore  by  mercury,  and  kept  slightly  tender 

it  is  right  also  that  you  should  be  aware  that  for  some  little  time.     It  is  possible  that  W9 

they  do  not  disclose  their  precise  nature  by  may  sometimes  do  our  patients  bans  by  tbam 

any  peculiar  sympiomsi   or    succession  of  mercurial  treatment.   Wemay,nowandtliien, 

symptoms.    They  all,  sooner  or  later,  dis-  accelerate  ^e  arriyal  of  death  in  cases  wluch 

tnrb  the  funcdons  of  the  organ  in  which  nothing  could  save :   but  we  must  not  be 

they  are  situated ;  and  tbey  may  all  disturb  detem^  from  giTing  than  this  chance  of 

them  exactly  after  the  same  feshion.     We  being  rescued  fr^m  a  disorder  which  may  be 

may  judge,  sometimes,  yVtHn  oMer  ciretrai-  susceptible  of  cure,  but  whidi,  if  unchecked, 

staneei,  that  the  disease  is  of  this  or  of  that  will  be  inevitably  fatal, 

character.     If  we  see  scrofulous  or  cancerous  -^ 


in  other  parts  of  the  body,  we  infer 
that  the  symptoms  which  denote  disease  of  LECTURES 

the  brain  are  caused  by  scrofulous  or  can-  on  thb 

^rS:aSr«f«Si'»S'.^.£i:        functions  OFTHE  nervous 

there  is  some  morbid  condition  of  the  brain.  SYSTEM. 

.  ^T^':^£«rti'i;-tot^r;  '  btw.b.cx.™««..m.d. 

Uiat  he  had  tubercular  disease  of  the  perito-  Lecturer  on  Physiology  in  the  Bristol  Medical 
neum ;  a  rery  formidable  complaint,  which  School. 

I  shall  more  particularly  describe  hereafter.  _^ 

We  thought  it  probable  also,  although  there  Lbcturb  II 

After  some  t£e,  he  went  down  to  the  coast  j  "^  Phyitology  qfihe  NervfmM  System. 
and  was  there  attacked  with  a  fit  of  general  Although  the  structure  and  distribution 
convulsions.  Up  to  that  period  he  had  shewn  of  the  nervous  system  in  the  different  dassea 
no  symptoms  whatever  indicative  of  organic  of  animals  have  been,  until  recently,  but  little 
disease  within  the  head.  On  being  apprized  appealed  to  in  the  determination  of  its  fimc- 
of  this  seizure,  we  expressed  to  the  physician  tions,  they  are  capable  of  supplying  evidence 
then  attending  him,  our  opinion  that  it  had  regarding  some  of  these,  not  less  important 
resulted  from  the  presence  of  scrofulous  ^  i^  character  than  that  which  comparative 
tumors  in  the  patient's  brain.  The  convul-  anatomy  affords  to  other  departments  of 
sions  returned  a  few  days  afterwards  with  physiology.  Some  of  the  principal  of  theae 
great  violence,  and  he  died.  It  was  as  we  contributions  will  now  be  pointed  out. 
had  conjectured.  The  peritoneum  was  found  ^^  t^e  lowest  tribes  of  the  JRaifiaf eJ  divimon 
studded  with  innumerable  miliary  tubercles:  of  the  animal  kingdom,  no  nervous  system 
there  were  a  few  crude  tubercles,  of  some  has  yet  been  discovered.  These  have,  there, 
size,  around  the  roots  of  the  lungs ;  and  two  fore»  *>een  separated  by  some  naturalists  into 
Urge  masses  of  the  same  sort  in  the  brain,  a  new  primary  group,  to  which  the  deaignm- 
Here,  you  see,  we  were  directed  to  a  correct  tion  of  Acrita  has  been  given,  on  account  of 
special  diagnosis  of  the  cerebral  disease,  the  (supposed)  "  tWw/tac/,  diffused,  or  mole- 
simply  by  the  evidence  which  had  satisfied  cular  character  of  their  nervous  system." 
us  that  scrofulous  tubercles  existed  in  other  ^^  idea  of  a  "  diffused  nervous  system  " 
parts  of  the  body.  seems  to  be  regarded  by  many — physiologists 
In  the  case  of  specific  tumors  there  is  as  well  as  naturalists  '-  as  the  necessary 
really  nothing  to  be  done  by  way  of  cure ;  alternative,  resulting  from  the  want  of  any 
and  we  must  then  treat  symptoms,  and  seek  definite  indications  of  its  presence.  It  ap. 
to  alleviate  them  as  they  arise.  When  it  pears  to  me,  however,  to  be  based  on  very 
appears  likely,  or  not  unlikely,  that  the  cere-  erroneous  notions  as  to  the  true  offices  of  the 
bral  symptoms  may  be  the  result  of  cerebral  nervous  apparatus.  Its  influence  is  not 
inflammation,  we  must  give  the  patient  the  required  to  endow  the  tissues  with  contract 
chance  of  being  benefit^  by  some  of  the  tility;  a  property  possessed  in  a  high  degree 
remedies  of  inflammation :  we  must  treat  the  by  the  structures  of  many  plants,  to  which 
case  in  this  instance  upon  the  moW/avouro^/e  these  beings  present  a  much  greater  geMnd 
supposition.     The  dass  of  remedies  from  resemblance  than  they  bear  to  the  higher 
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antmalfl  \  and,  eren  in  the  latter,  this  pro-  nerfona  phyaiology,)  ia  borne  oat  hj  the 
pertj  ia  independent  of  '*  nervona  agency,"  fact,  that,  in  thoae  membera  of  the  group 
although  generally  called  into  exercise  by  it.  whoae  size  and  consistency  allow  their  strac- 
That  a  nervous  system  is  not  required  by  turea  to  be  sufficiently^  examined,  a  definite 
them  for  the  performance  of  the  ftmctiona  of  nerrona  system  haa  been  detected,  in  the 
nutrition  and  reproduction,  otherwise  than  poaition  which  it  might,  a  prion,  be  expected 
to  supply,  by  its  loeomotire  actiona,  the  to  occupy,  according  to  the  type  of  the 
conditions  of  those  functions,  would  also  indiTidual.  Thua,  in  the  large  fleahy  isolated 
appear  from  ita  absence  in  plants.  It  ia  on  polype,  commonly  known  aa  the  sea-anemone 
the  sensible  morements  of  these  beings  that  (^acthua) ,  a  nenrons  ring  haa  been  diseorered, 
our  belief  in  their  possession  of  a  nervous  surroundUig  the  mouth  aa  in  other  radiata, 
system  must  be  founded,  when  we  cannot  and  sending  off  branches  to  the  tentacula, 
render  it  cognizable  by  our  senses.  But  we  with  a  minute  ganglionic  enlargement  at  the 
must  be  careful  not  to  draw  hasty  inferences  base  of  each.  Sinular  nervous  circles  have 
from  audi  phenomena.  Senaible  movementa  been  stated  to  exist  in  various  species  of 
are,  aa  we  have  seen,  performed  by  the  the  lf«<fifM  tribe.  Amongst  several  of  these 
Dionsa  and  sensitive  plant,  in  respondenoe  tribes,  too,  minute  red  spots  are  to  be  ob- 
to  external  atimuU  acting  on  distant  organs ;  served,  which,  from  the  analogy  of  aimilar 
and  here  the  channel  of  communication  ia  but  more  perfect  organs  in  tiie£gherclaaaeSy 
probably  the  vascular  system.  We  observe,  are  believed  to  be  eyes.  It  is  obvious  that 
however,  that  in  the  poljrpes  an  impression  these  could  be  of  no  service  to  the  snimal  in 
made  upon  one  part  (one  of  the  tentaoola,  directing  it  to  the  choice  of  food,  or  in  wani- 
for  example)  is  propagated  to  distant  parts,  ing  it  of  danger,  unleaa  they  were  connected 
and  excites  respondent  movements  in  them,  with  some  central  sensorium.  It  is  curious 
more  rapidly  than  we  could  imagine  to  occur  that  these  should  present  themselves  in  many 
without  such  a  channel  of  communication  aa  animals  in  whidi  no  nervous  filaments  have 
as  a  nervous  system  only  is  known  to  afford,  been  detected.  Thus,  we  find  them  aa  well 
Moreover,  some  of  their  actions  appear  to  marked  in  the  Planarise  (which  so  mudi  re- 
show  a  certain  degree  of  voluntary  power,  aemble  the  Entosoa  in  general  structure)  aa 
and  therefore  of  conadousness ;  being  in-  in  the  Meduaa  and  Pecten,  in  which  nervous 
dependent,  ao  far  aa  can  be  ascertained,  of  filaments  can  be  traced  running  towards 
the  operation  of  external  stimuli.  These  them,  if  not  absolutdy  into  them.  Dug^s 
phenomena,  then,  would  lead  us  to  suspect  found  that,  if  strong  solar  light  be  directed 
the  existence  of  a  nervoua  system  in  the  to  the  head  of  the  Flanaria,  on  which  two  of 
beings  which  exhibit  them  ;  not,  however,  the  eye-specks  are  seen,  it  escapes  from  ita 
in  a  *'  diffused  "  condition,  but  in  the  form  influence  by  a  sudden  movement,— a  fact 
of  connected  filaments.  For,  what  consents-  which  seems  almost  indisputably  to  prove 
neousness  of  action  can  be  looked  for  in  a  the  existence  of  a  connected  nervoua  aystem 
being  whose  nervous  matter  is  incorporated  in  this  gelatinous  animal,  although  the  most 
in  tJbe  state  of  isolated  globules  with  its  careful  research  has  not  discovered  it. 
tissues  ?  How  should  an  impression  made  Regarding  the  Polyptfwa,  then,  aa  the 
on  one  part  be  propagated  by  these  to  a  dis-  lowest  of  the  radiated  classes  in  whidi  there 
tanoe  ?  And  how  can  that  consdousness  and  is  a  regularly  organized  digeative  apparatus, 
will,  which  are  one  in  each  individual,  exist  and  which  perform  movementa  of  a  character 
in  so  many  unconnected  particles  ?  If,  then,  ascribable  only  to  a  nervoua  system,  I  shall 
we  allow  any  sensibility,  consdousness,  and  Inquire  a  little  more  particularly  into  the  phe- 
voluntary  power,  to  the  beings  of  this  group  nomena  they  exhibit,  and  the  degree  in  which 
of  Acrita— to  deny  which  would  be  in  effect  these  necesmrily  involve  the  possession  of  the 
to  exclude  them  ttom  the  animal  kingdom—  higher  mental  endowments.  In  this  inquiry 
we  must  re^rd  these  feculties  as  associated  I  shall  refer  prindpally  to  the  little  Ay^ire, 
with  nervous  filaments,  of  such  delicacy  as  to  or  fresh-water  polype,  tiie  habits  of  which  are 
elude^our  means  of  researeh.  When  the  better  known  than  those  of  any  other  apedea. 
general  softness  of  their  textures,  and  the  Although  no  nervous  filamenta  have  been 
laxity  of  structure  which  characterizes  the  detected  in  this,  we  have  a  right  to  infer 
nervous  fibres  in  the  lowest  animals  in  which  their  presence  for  the  reasons  already  given ; 
they  can  be  traced,  are  kept  in  view,  little  and  they  probably  form  a  ring  around  the 
difficulty  need  be  felt  in  accounting  for  their  mouth,  as  in  the  actinia,  sen£ng  filaments 
apparent  absence.  The  case  is  very  different  to  the  tentacula.  There  has  been  much 
from  that  of  vegetable  structure,  the  greater  vagueness  in  the  comparisons  frequently 
consistency  of  which  enables  us  to  place  drawn  between  the  springs  of  action  in  thia 
mdch  more  reliance  upon  the  negative  evi-  creature,  and  the  agents  which  operate  in 
dence  afforded  by  anatomical  research.  higher  animals.  And  this  may  be  attributed 
The  correctness  of  this  view  (on  which  I  to  the  tendency  which  has  prevailed  among 
have  dwelt  the  longer,  because  it  appears  to  many  physiologists,  to  grasp  at  a  superficial 
me  to  involve  a  fondamental  qneation  in  reaemblanoei  instead  of  seeking  for  a  Ainda- 
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mental  analogy.  That,  fome  natoralists 
fleem  by  their  langoage  to  imply  that  the 
hydra  possesses  as  much  sensibility,  and  is 
as  completely  imder  tiie  guidance  of  volition, 
as  man  himself.  Bat  what  is  the  character 
of  this  interesting  little  being  ?  It  is  a 
tiomach,  the  orifice  of  which  is  provided 
with  tentacnla,  that  contract  when  irritated 
by  the  touch  of  any  adjacent  body,  and  en- 
deavour to  draw  it  towards  the  entrance. 
Now,  to  what  action  in  the  human  body  is 
this  most  allied  ?  Evidently  to  that  of  the 
muscles  of  deglutition,  which  lay  hold,  as  it 
were,  of  the  food  which  has  been  conveyed 
to  the  fauces,  and  carry  it  into  the  stomach. 
These  muscles  are  called  into  action,  not  by 
an  effort  of  the  will,  but  by  the  contact  of 
the  food  with  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
pharynx.  This  imprtuion  is  propagated  by 
the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve  to  the  medulla 
oblongata,  where  a  respondent  motor  impulse 
is  excited,  which  is  transmitted  through  the 
pharyngeal  branches  of  the  par  vagum  to  the 
muscles  of  deglutition,  and  causes  their 
contraction.  This  phenomenon  will  be  more 
fully  examined  in  a  future  lecture;  it  is 
adduced  here  simply  as  an  instance  of  the 
important  class  of  reflex  movements,  which 
are  independent  of  the  brain  (though,  to  a 
certain  extent,  controlled  by  it),  which  are 
altogether  involuntary,  and  which  do  not 
neeettarily  involve  the  production  of  sensa- 
tion. There  would  appear  to  be  little  differ- 
ence in  the  character  of  this  movement, 
between  the  simple  hydra  and  the  most 
perfect  vertebrated  animal.  In  the  latter, 
however,  another  set  of  musclesare  superadded 
to  these,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
aliment  by  mastication  for  the  operations  of 
the  stomach,  and  of  bringing  it  within  reach 
of  the  phbryngeal  constriction.  But,  it  has 
been  ui^ged,  the  inactivity  of  the  tentacula 
when  the  hydra  is  gorged  with  food,  proves 
that  they  are  excited  to  action  by  the  will  of 
the  animal.  This  inference,  however,  may 
be  easily  disproved.  The  muscles  of  degluti- 
tion in  man  are  not  called  into  action  with 
nearly  the  same  readiness  and  energy  when 
the  stomach  is  distended  as  when  it  is  empty ; 
a  fact  of  which  any  one  may  convince  himself, 
by  observing  the  relative  facility  of  swallow- 
ing at  the  commencement,  and  termination  of 
a  Ml  meal.  No  one  will  assert  that  (hit 
variation  is  an  effect  of  the  will ;  indeed,  it 
is  often  opposed  to  it,  being  one  of  those 
beautiful  adaptations  by  which  the  welfare 
of  the  economy  is  provided  for,  but  which 
the  indulgence  of  the  sensual  appetites  op- 
poses. Most  of  the  movements  of  this 
animal,  and  of  others  of  tiie  class,  appear  to 
be  equally  the  result  of  external  stimidi  with 
that  already  described ;  and  it  is  only  in  a 
lew  instances,  principally  those  of  absolute 
locomotion  or  change  of  place,  that  any 
evidence  of  vohmtary  action  can  be  discerned. 


It  may  be  occasionally  remarked,  however* 
that  one  or  more  of  the  tentacula  are  re- 
tracted or  extended,  without  the  sUgfatest 
appreciable  change  in  any  of  those  external 
circumstances  which  seem  ordinarily  to  affect 
the  motions  of  the  animal ;  and  this  action 
we  can  scarcely  regard  as  otherwise  than 
voluntary. 

As  my  present  object  is  to  obtain  from 
comymrative  anatomy  such  illustrations  as  it 
is  capable  of  affording,  in  the  study  of  ^ms 
complex  phenomena  of  the  nervous  system 
in  the  higher  animals,  rather  than  to  detail 
systematically  the  varieties  of  form  wfai^ 
this  system  presents  in  each  group,  I  shall 
pass  over  ^e  less  important  cla«es,  and 
proceed  at  once  to  the  highest  of  the  ra- 
diated division — ^the  Eehmodermata.  With 
considerable  diversity  of  external  form,  there 
is  nevertheless  a  close  correspondence  in  the 
disposition  of  the  principal  organs  among 
the  different  members  of  this  extensive 
group ;  and  this  is  especially  the  case  in  re- 
gard to  the  nervous  system,  which  we  shall 
describe  as  it  exists  in  the  common  star-fish 
(a9ieria»).      In  this  animal  there  is  a  iila- 

Fio.  1. 


Fig.  1  — Nervous  BytltemotAatrritui  thedott^l 
line  shows  the  outline  of  the  body ;  a,  position  of 
tlie  mouth. 

mentous  ring  surrounding  the  mouth,  which 
presents  a  regular  series  of  ganglionic  en- 
largements, of  which  one  corresponds  with 
each  segment  of  the  body.  From  every  one 
of  these  a  branch  is  transmitted  to  the  cor- 
responding ray;  and  this  may  be  traced 
along  its  whole  length.  In  some  species  of 
asterias  a  small  red  spot  may  be  seen  at  the 
end  of  each  ray,  which  is  probably  a  rudi- 
mentary eye ;  and  tins  is  connected  with  a 
minute  ganglionic  enlargement  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  nervous  filament,  near  which 
it  is  situated.  A  curious  disposition  of  the 
spines  around  these  spots  has  been  lately 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  E.  Forbes,  by  which 
these  organs  may  be  protected ;  and  the  same 
gentleman  has  remarked  that  the  animal 
seems  by  their  means  to  take  cognizance  of 
food  placed  at  a  little  distance.  Besides 
these  diverging  branches,  two  smaller  ones 
pass  downwards  from  each  ganglion,  to  be 
distributed  to  the  stomach  and  otiier  viscera 
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included  in  the  centre  of  the  star.     If,  as  with  nerves ;    and  this  may  be  called  the 

seems  probable,  these  may  be  regarded  as  palleal  ganglion.    The  distribntion  of  their 

the  rudLnents  of  the  sympathetic  or  visceral  nerves  to  the  different  organs  would  alone 

system  of  the  higher  animsls,  we  have  here  indicate  their  respective  functions ;  but  these 

an  instance  of  that  community  of  function  are  placed  beyond  doubt,  by  that  very  great 

which  is  so  remarkable. in  the  organism  of  variety  in  the  disposition  of  these  organs, 

the  lower  tribes,  when  contrasted  with  the  which  is  characteristic  of  the  Mollusca.     The 

separation  which  is  perceptible  in  those  at  development  of  the  sensory  organs,  the  situa- 

the  opposite  extremity  of  the  scale.     The  tion  of  the  gills,  the  structure  and  position 

visceral  nerves  of  the  asterias  are  not  isolated  of  the  foot,  the  conformation  and  uses  of  the 

at  their  central  terminations  from  those  which  mantle»  are  well  known  to  differ  in  the  most 

are  connected  with  the  sensorial  and  loco*  obvious  manner,  in  genera  which  are  clos^y 

motive    functions ;    nor    are    those   which  allied  to  each  other.     Hence  the  anatomist 

minister  to  the  instinctive  actions  separable  is  able,  by  the  discovery  of  corresponding 

from  those  which  convey  the  influence  of  the  changes  in  the  nervous  sjrstmn,  to  satisfy 

will.     Every  segment  of  the  body  appears  himself  of  the  particular  functions  of  its 

equal  in  its  character  and  endowments  to  the  different  centres. 

remainder ;  each  has  a  ganglion  appropriated  It  is  only  in  the  higher  tribea,  however, 
to  it;  and,  as  the  ganglia,  like  the  segments,  that  this  separation  of  function  is  evident ; 
are  aU  alike,  neither  of  them  can  be  regarded  and  it  will  be  worth  while  to  trace  briefly  the 
as  having  any  presiding  character.  steps  by  which  it  is  attained.  Feeble  as  are 
From  the  radiated  we  now  pass  to  the  the  animal  powers  in  a  great  proportion  of 
Molltueout  classes ;  the  general  character  of  the  Mollusca,  they  would  seem  to  be  almost 
which,  as  a  natural  group,  is  the  remarkable  extinct  among  the  members  of  the  class 
predominance  of  the  nutritive  system  over  T^mcaiOy  or  Acepkala  nuda.  These  ammala 
that  of  animal  life.  In  fact,  although  the  are  enveloped  in  a  tough  elastic  tunic  (the 
organs  which  minister  to  their  vegetative  analogueofthetwi/vesof  theConchifera);  and 
functions  attain  a  very  high  degree  of  de-  within  this  is  found  a  muscular  coat,  con* 
velopment,  the  animal  powers  of  sensation  sisting  of  fibres  crossing  each  other  in  various 
and  locomotion  are,  in  general,  so  feebly  directions,  by  which  compression  may  be 
manifested,  as  to  show  that  they  are  entirely  exercised  on  the  contents  of  the  cavity  it 
subservient  to  the  exercise  of  the  former,  surrounds.  Two  openings  penetrate  these 
There  is  not  in  the  Mollusca,  as  in  the  sacs;  one,  termed  the  brmekiaif  admits 
Radiata,  any  repetition  of  parts  around  a  water  to  the  general  cavity,  partiy  for  the 
common  centre  ;  and  we  do  not  therefore  purpose  of  aerating  the  blood,  and  partiy  to 
meet  in  them  with  a  number  of  ganglia  bring  food  to  the  digestive  orifice;  the  other, 
nearly  or  altogether  alike  in  endowments,  termed  the  anal,  gives  exit  to  the  current 
In  some  of  the  higher  species  there  is  a  which  has  passed  over  the  respiratory  sur- 
conformity  between  the  two  sides  of  tiie  face,  and  also  to  the  contents  of  the  intestine 
body,  or  a  lateral  symmetry;  which  involves  and  ovaria.  These  openings  are  bounded  by 
a  subdivision  of  some  of  the  ganglia  that  are  distinct  circular  spluncters,  the  fibres  of 
single  in  the  inferior  tribes  into  two  masses,  which  are  connected  with  those  of  the  general 
which  always  remain  in  connection  with  each  muscular  integument  of  the  sac.  By  means 
other.  With  this  exception,  it  may  be  ob-  of  this  apparatus  the  animal  is  capable  of 
served,  that  all  the  ganglia,  to  the  number  diminishing  the  capacity  of  the  branchial  sac, 
if  four  or  five,  which  we  meet  with  in  the  and  thus  of  ejecting,  with  considerable  force, 
higher  Mollusca,  appear  to  have  distinct  a  part  of  the  water  it  contains ;  whilst  the 
functions  ;  as  may  be  determined  by  tracing  elasticity  of  the  external  tunic  spontaneously 
the  distribution  of  their  nerves.  Thus  we  restores  its  usual  dimensions,  when  the  con- 
find  a  pair  of  cephalic  ganglia  t  situated  tracting  force  is  inactive.  No  movements 
nbove  the  oesophagus,  connected  with  the  of  this  kind,  hovrever,  are  commonly  em- 
organs  of  special  sensation,  and  sending  ployed,  either  for  the  respiratory  process,  or 
motor  nerves  (as  we  shall  see  reason  to  for  the  prehension  of  food.  A  continuous 
believe)  to  all  parts  of  the  body.  This  is  and  equable  current  .of  fluid  enters  the 
obviously  analogous  to  the  brain  of  Yerte-  branchial  orifice,  and  is  propelled  from  the 
brata.  Below  the  oesophagus  there  is  gene-  anal,  without  any  other  visible  agency  than 
rally  a  small  ganglion,  connected  with  the  the  movement  of  the  cilia  which  cover  the 
apparatus  of  deglutition,  which  may  be  called  aerating  surfaces.  The  mouth,  or  entrance 
the  Mtoniato -gastric  gaiiglion.  In  connection  to  the  stomach,  is  situated  at  tiie  bottom  of 
with  the  gills  we  have  always  one  ganglion,  the  branchial  sac,  and  is  unprovided  with  any 
sometimes  a  pair,  which  may  be  termed  the  special  sensory  apparatus.  It  seems  to  derive 
branchial  ganglion.  Another  is  found  at  the  its  supplies  from  the  respiratory  current 
base  of  the  foot,  which  may  be  called  the  alone,  and  not  to  depend  upon  any  prehen> 
pedal  ganglion.  And  there  is  sometimes  sile  movements ;  but  particles  unfit  to  enter 
another,  which  especially  supplies  the  mantle  it  are  pvobahly  stopped  at  the  branchial 
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otMcc.     MoreoTer,  u  each  ■bUjuI  pottCMM  rince  &b  oloHire  of  the  qihmcltn  in  tlia 

within  itaeir  dl  the  Offsni  ncMsau?  for  the  b^faer  uiiiDmli  it,  tn  like  mBmar,  iode- 

propagilkin  of  ill  noe,  no  poirera  of  ocCiTe  paulent  of  die  impnlM  of  ToGtiaa,  ddMmgh 

motion  are  called  into  eierdae  by  the  per-  capable  of  being  infloaiced  by  it.     It  wo^ 

fonnance  of  Hiii  taction.  leem  probable,  too,  thatb]' the  tune  iphincts 

So   far,    therefore,    at    the    rf^grolar   Tilal  ti  refnUted  the  qoantitj  of  water  wbadi  riiall 

operationtirecoQcemed,  we  teenoindicBdon  enter  for  the  tnppif  erf  the  respirator]' and 

of  tehaUary  action  in  thete  aingnlar  animali ;  digeitiTe  BTttenu,  in  accordance  wiOk  thaar 

or  eren  of  that  Itind  of  respondence  to  im-  irquimnentt.  communicated  in  like  manner* 

preaiiont  which  would  lead  us  to  tnipect  the  throngh  ttie  ganglion ;  and  the  ciliBT7  mcne- 

eiiftenee  of  a  connected  nerrmu  tfitem.  menti  would  appear  lo  be  onder  Uie  iBBie 

But  in  tbe  rimnltoneona  controctioo  of  tlie  control,  (althongh  not  to  in  hi|:faer  animali,) 

whole  maacnlar  aac,   which  ia  oeeaajonallj  ahice  in  tboee  beinga  which  make  oae  of  Ihem 

witneaaed,  we  can  tcarcel;  fait  to  acknow.  for  the  acquiTameat  of  ftiod,  luch  aa  the 

ledge  Iht  operation  of  oerrona  agene;.    If  common  wtnel-animalcole,  tbe^  atop  and 

one  of  tbeae  animalt  be  toocbed,  when  iti  rrcominenoe  in  a  loch  a  manner  aa  to  pre- 

oavitr  ii  full  of  water,  a  jet  of  fluid  ii  thrown  Tent  tbe  obaerKT  from  Ttrg^ing  anj  other 

ont  to  tome  dlatanoe ;  and  a  nmilar  eipnlaioii  canie  to  their  Taiiatioat. 

aometimea  takea  place  without  any  citemal  In  tlie  CoiKhiferoiu  MoUntea,  we  find  tl^ 

Irritation.  Thaonljorgaiupecnliarljadapted  nerroni  ayttem  pretenting  a  more  elenlad 

for    receifing    tentorr    impreaaiona,    which  form,  in  accordance  with  tbe  greater  Toietjr 

thete  animalt  can  be  r^arded  as  pottesaing.  of  the  actions  performed  by  the  animali     In 

are  the  tentacular  filamenti  which  fiinge  tbe  tome  of  the  loweit,  however,  at  the  ofster, 

interior  of  the  branchial  oHAce.     Altliongh  ^e  locomotiTe  and  tenaoriol  powera  do  not 

noChlngii  abHtlntelj  known  of  theirfanctian,  aeem  much  greater  than  Ibaae ti  T^micala. 

it  would  not  Mem  improbable  that  the;  are  Tbe  nerrout  iTstem  potaeaiet  bat  three  gan- 

luaceptible  of  impreatioui  from   lubttancea  glionic  centrei,  of  which  tbe  principal  oDe  ia 

entering  with  tbe  reapiratory  current  ]  and  evidently   the   analogue  of  tbe  aingle  gan- 

that  theae  maj  excite,  through  the  nerroni  gtion  in  the  former  claw,  being  Btnated  be- 
■jttam,   the  cloture  of  tbe  apbincter,   and 

nuT  that  prevent  tlie  admiuioii  of  injuriout  ''°-  f- 
bo<Uea.     We  find,  on  examining  Into  the 
cbancter  of  thii  nerToiu  tjatem,  that  it  ii 
Pia.  2. 


Fio,  3 —  Nervont  ifitem  of  tbe  Ofltr  -.  a,  a, 
MterlororiBiophacMlpuiglia;  a,  branchial  (an- 


branebeato 
Ing  anterior  gai^lla  i /,  BRhffi 


giUal  A*eonn«:lHif  trunlta-. 


tween  the  braneUa.and  mppljing  tbe  whole 

moat  limple  in  iti  itrnctnre  and  dlitribntion.  reipiratorr  appaiatni.    Tbe  other  two  gan. 

One  gan^on,   ritnated   between   the    two  glia  are  litnated  anteriorlj.   He;  lie  beoeath 

orificca.  serrea  aa  the  eetktre  of  all  the  actiona  the  entrance  to  the  teaopbagni ;  and,  being 

to  which  it  miniiten.     From  tbii,  filamenta  oonneeted  by  a  tranaverae  filament,    wludi 

are  sent  towardt  each  aperture  i  and  othera  panea  braeatb  it,  aa  well  ai  b;  an  arch  which 

rami^  over  the  moacnlar  me,  to  which  the;  paaaea  over  it,  the;  ma;  be  regarded  aa  cod. 

■eem   almoat  eiclntiiel;  confined.     If  the  ititnting  but  one  centre  of  action.     The 

cloture  of  tbe  branchial  orifice  reall;  takea  principal  brandie*  from  these  ganglia  ar« 

placeonder  the  drcumitaneei  juit  dcKribod,  diatribnted  upon  tbe  aenntiTe  lentacnla,  and 

It  ii  e-^-* — '  "-- '  "1  ma;  attribute  it  to  a  upon    the  anterior  portion  of  the  ountle. 

reflex                                -t  performed  in  direct  Tlie;   lend    two    large    trunk*    backwardi 

reapr                             •rugl  lUmului  i   and  towardi  tbe  bnndiial  ganglion ;  tiKM,  how- 
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era,  do  not  wetm  to  cdIct  the  nibitaiice  of  nuumeru  toliiipljcaiiicioiuiMaiof  thsmoBt 
the  ganglion,  but  rather  to  aabdinde  into  adiantageoni  direction  for  them,  and  tbere- 
tHancbn,  viiich  Bceampinj  in  ttieir  distribn.  fore  the  apention  of  a  guiding  mUl.  With 
tion  those  proceeding  from  the  ganglion  thii  orKin,  an  additioDal  gaogUon  alvaja 
itaelf.  Hu  anterior  ganglia,  being  alone  eiisti  in  cloie  relation,  being  ■unailjsitaaCed 
connected  with  the  special  aeagDrj  organi,  at  it*  base,  and  following  ita  changes  ol  pa- 
will  obvioiudT  haTe  a  superior  infloence  on  lition,  as  well  a*  oorreaponding  with  it  in 
Hie  morementa  of  the  animal )  and  this  they  degree  of  derelopment.  This  p^do/ ganglion 
seem  to  poaaeas  by  the  diatnbntioD  of  thrar  is  bIwhtb  connected,  like  the  branchial,  with 
bmnchea  through  the  whole  structure,  whilst  the  ungle  or  double  cephalic  ganglion ;  but 
Uxtse  of  the  braodiial  ganglion  are  confined  the  pedal  and  branchial  ganglia  are  not  con- 
to  one  set  of  organa.  This  last  maj  be  con-  oected  with  each  other.  This  would  aeem 
sidemd,  howerer,  from  ita  mie  and  coddbo-  to  indicate  that  their  flmctions  are  distinct, 
tiona,  ai  the  centre  of  the  actions  performed 
bj  the  organs  which  it  aappliea,  when  these  no.  o. 


origiDating    in,     themielvee.      Such    wonld 

probably  be  the  caae  with  respect  to  the 

reapiratory  actions,  which  constitute  a  large 

prapoitdon  of  the   sensible  moTementa  of 

theae  onimsli.     The  vhole  coune  of  their 

Urea  shewa  them  to  be  so  Utile  derated  in 

the  scale  of  psychical  eudonrment,  that  we 

can  acaroelj  regard  the  motions  executed  bjr 

them  asoften  possessing  a  Tolnntaij  character ; 

tbey  may  rather  be  compared  wiUi  the  inio- 

Inntaiy  or  sympathetic  actions  of  the  higher 

daasea.     The  cloinre  of  the  shell,  fbr  exam- 
ple, which  has  been  obserted  to  take  place 

when  the  shadow  of  a  boat  passei  OTer  an 

oyster-bed,  naembtea,  in  iCa  prolteHve  ten- 
dency, the  contraction  of  the  pupil  under  the 

atimnlua  of  light,  or  the  ckieare  of  the  glotti* 

against  irritatiDg  matter*. 

In  the  Ingher  species  of  this  d*M.  we^       ,,^  s^Nerrou.  .yatem  of  ir«l«  >  *,  *,  bi- 

a  pecuhar  loccmiotive  organ  dereloped,  which    ^^  ^^  „        ^^^^  ^,  oaoplagu., .  i 

■errea  a  variety  of  unportant  purposes.  This     a,  biau^al  ganglion  ;  cTpedal  gaoKUonT^ 

OT^an,  which  la  termed  the  Jftott  has  a  firm 

muscular  stmcCnre.  and  is  capable  of  very    althongh  partly  under  the   conBol  of  the 

energetic  action.     Sometimes  it  is  employed    anterior  ganglia.    The  influence  of  the  pedal 

in  horrowiog  in  sand  or  mud  i  and  sometiroes     ganglion  on  the  foot  not  improbably  reaem- 
in  eiecutiDg  sudden  and  lapid  motions— true     ble*  that  of  the  branchial  ganglion  upon  the 

le^s,   by  which  the   animal  is   enabled  to     parts  which  it  (applies.     The  general  move- 
change  its  place  with  great  celerity.     These     ments  of  this  organ  may  be  directed  by  the 
motiona  are  frequently  executed  in  such  a     cephalic  ganglia  ;  whilst  the  particular  adap- 
taCioni  by  which  it  fixes  itadf  upon  a  given 
FlO.  <.  surface,  and  adapts  its  disk  to  the  ineqosli- 

tie*  which  it  encounter!,  may  be  produced 
nmply  by  impressioni  reflected  throngh  thil 
ganglion  by  ita  own  circle  of  afleient  and 
efferent  nerrea.  Although  sut^  a  view  must 
be  admitted  to  be  hyiratbetical  only,  as 
regards  this  class  of  animals,  it  will  be  here- 
after aeen  to  derive  remarkable  confirmation 
from  the  actions  of  the  suckers  of  theC»h>- 
lopoda  in  relation  to  their  ganglia,  and  from 

functions  oF  the  pedal  ganglia  in  inaecta 
and  other  Articulate. 

In  the  neit  claas  of  MoUnsca,  the  Gotfe- 

rapodm,   ire   find   a    nerrous    qstem    still 

formed  upon  the  same  type,  but  presenting 

^^  a  yet   greater  number  of  iaolaled  centres. 

bUobadic,  peAd  gai^lion.  active  powenoflocomotian,  few  are  entu«ly 
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ibrH  ;  all  are  fiH>re  or  le<«i  ieptmdnnt  wp^m  jeet^  Ir  wUdi  ma  matASXitf 

thr  rxerfxm  nf  them  powers  for  th^  Mpply  Hmlm,  war  had  Che  wBl  wnj 

ft4  food  ;  and  the  hitch^r  tribea  employ  th<>m  them  ;  yet  irritation  applied  to 

also  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  race,  since  the  the  feet,  of  which  the 

connection  of  two  individnala  in  in  th<*m  an  sciofw,  proilaced  retiac 

eiwential  part  of  thw  fnnetion.      Althono^h  lesfji.     Thia  qneatuMiwill  be 

the  foot  is,  aa  in  the  f>>Ywhifera,  the  chief  cniwed,  however,  m  a  fatare  leetove. 

mstrnment  of  locomotion,  aome  of  the  naked         The  nerrooa  wjnUm  of  tbe 

arpiatic  species  have  other  meana  of  propeU  eonai.tta  of  at  leaat  three  dutiiiet 

lini^  themseivea,     The«te  move  thronsrh  the  relative  position  of  wUdt  miea 

water   hy   the  andnUtiona  of  their  whole  the  orgfama  which  they  soppty.    Thtimii 

hodiea,    like  the   leech,   or  the   vermiform  «r  repA«/ie  ifaiUfliA  are  Umi^  m 

f?^hea  ;  and  a  few  appear  materially  aaai<ted  to  the  reat  than  in  the  Coodufeta  ;  wmd  Avy 

by  an  expan«tion  of  the  mantle  rm  the  anterior  exhibit  a  tendency  to  ga>B  a 

part  of  the  b^Kly,  which  contains  mnsmlar  to   the    ceaopha^^,    and    to 

Ahres,  an<l  secm^  to  act  as  a  An.     In  every  towards  each  other,  so  as  to 

division  of  the  animal  ktnfcrlom,  we  find  the  a  aini^e  i^ani^lionic  maaa  on  the 

devpVipm*nt  of  sp^'^iil   «f  n«ory  ort^ans    to  The  hrnnehiai  n^anglion  is  eonsCaatiy  to  be 

Wnr  a  clo«e  relation  wirh  th^t  (if  the  lo<.omo-  met  with  ;  bat  iU  position  is  extrem 

tive  affparatns.      Inth**  present  instance,  we  able.     This  centre,  however,  always 

ol^scrve  an  evident  nam  pie  of  this  (reneral  ckwe  rslati<m  with  the  ipils,  both  ■ 

nile.      Th<"  or^nnfK  (A  vision,  whirh,  when  and  decrree  of  development ;  and  even 

eti^finjr  nt  nil  amonsr  the  (>)nchif»Ta,  were  conjoirjed,  as  it  fref|aently  is,  with  the 

very  imf^erfcrt,  are  I)<'tc  almost  con<<tant  and  ^ans(lion,   it  may  be  distinguished  fions  it 

more  hij^hly  devflope<l ;    the    tenfarula  are  by  the  distribution  of  its  nerves,  ai 

more  sen*?itive,  and  are  sometim^'a  irKTpas<'d  by  its  separate  connection  with  tiie 

in    nnmher   to   six  or  ei^ht ;    and  there  is  ganglia,   which   is   always  noticed   in 


rensfrn  to  believe  that  some  of  them  occa*     cases.     Thia  may  be  observed  in  the  fmtiUm 

siorinlly    minister   to   the    sense    of    smell.     Oimpet)   and     iimar   (slunf). 


rho<<e  s'>Ti4^s,  as  well  as  the  locomotive  the  functions  of  this  f^anglion  are  sabdivided 
p'Twrrs  of  the  ariimnls,  have  an  obvious  rela-  between  two,  of  which  one  is  still  appro- 
Hon  with  the  sii)?ply  of  the  diKCstive  syKU*m,  printed  to  the  brancbia,  whilst  the  €»ther  is 
which  is  not  here,  nt*  in  the  inferior  eiasses,  conne<;tiMl  with  the  general  soriace  of  the 
dependent  ifprm  the  miscellnneotis  aliments  mantle,  and  with  the  respiratory  paaaagea 
cfinveyed  to  the  mouth  by  the  movement  of  which  are  prolongations  of  it,  and  hoioe  maj 
the  surroimdirii;  fliiirl  medium,  but  is  more  be  called  the /^n/Zet?/ ganglion.  Thepositatm 
limited  na  to  the  character  of  the  food  to  of  the  pedal  ganglion  (which  is  generally 
which  it.  is  adapted,  and,  conserjuently,  re-  double  in  the  Gasteropoda,  thoogfa  the  foot 
quires  the  mearts  of  be<'r)ming  acquainted  is  single),  also  varies,  but  in  a  le.ss  degree, 
with  the  proximity  of  what  it  can  digest,  sinceit  isgenerallyintheneigbbonrboodofthe 
It  is  not  a  little  ritrlons,  however,  that,  aU  head.  Besides  these  nervous  centres,  we  find, 
tboiKfh  the  (renertd  surface  appears  hif^hly  inmany  of  the  Gasteropoda,  a  separate  system 
susceptible  «if  impressions  which  excite  connected  with  a  very  important  set  of  organs, 
responsive  movements  ndnptcd  to  fulfil  some  the  i^uNtatory  and  manducatory,  which  are  but 
important  office  in  the  economy,  it  does  not  slightly  shadowed  out  among  the  Conchifera. 
seem  to  besiiqceptible  of />fi/a/«</ imprnsiions  In  thc^se  higher  tribes  we  find  the  oesopha- 
in  nny  thifti;  like  the  smmis  dcfrree.  'Hiis,  gus  dilated  at  its  commencement  into  a 
whieh  cnnnnt  but  be  re^  irded  ns  ii  beneficent  muscular  cavity,  with  a  curious  rasp-Uke 
provision  for  the  linppiness  of  nnimals  so  tongue,  which  serves  to  reduce  the  food, 
fncnpnble  of  otlerinK  any  active  resistance  to  often  supported  U)X>n  cartilages,  and  some- 
Injury,  wimid  appear  from  the  observations  timis  furnished  with  homy  maxilla.  TTic 
ftt  ^!M  lows  experimenters,  and  rspeclally from  nerves  which  supply  these  do  not  proceed 
thete-itinumy  of  M.  Ferussac,  who  sayj",  '*  I  directly  from  the  cephalic  ganglia,  but  they 
have  "eon  tlu»  terrestrial  gnsteropods  allow  arc  a  jmrt  of  a  distinct  system,  which  senda 
tlieir  skin  tobeetitrn  by  otliers,  and,in  spite  ita  ramifications  along  the  oesophagus  and 
of  bir«>>  wonnda  thus  protluced,  show  no  stomach,  and  which  is  occasionally  connected 
pain."  This  fnct  has  an  important  bearing  with  the  first  by  inosculating  filaments, 
on  f»nr  peneinl  vii»ws  of  the  operations  of  the  This  set  of  ganglia  and  nerves,  which  is  even 
nervoiis  sy«t(Mn  5  si nt^e  it  would  seem  to  con-  more  important  from  its  relative  develop- 
firm  an  opiniiui  founded  upon  other  phcno-  ment  in  Fome  other  classes,  and  into  the 
menn,  \\\M  the  f>«;o'eA.v«V)^;«,  which  prt>duce  ondn^ics  of  vvliich  iu  the  nervous  system  of 
r»fUx  actions  thious^h  the  nervous  system.  Vert  c  brut  a  we  shall  hereafter  inquire,  maybe 
do  not  always  involve  the  production  of  «en-  called,  from  its  distribution,  tlie  tfoiaofo 
A/tfion.  Thus,  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  lower  gajttric  system, 
riti^tnities  have  occurred  in  the  human  sub-         The   uiauuer    in    which    thd 
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nuitter  of  the  ganglia  of  the  Mollnsca  is  dia-  portion  of  the  medulia  oblongata  in  which 

posed,  in  reference  to  the  nerrous  fibres  the  sensory  portion  of  the  fifth  pair  termi- 

which  stand  in  relation  to  it,  at  once  dis-  nates.     Moreover,  they  certainly  give  origin 

tmguish  these  centres  from  the  ganglia  of  also  to  motor  nerves,  and  must  thus  perform 

Hie  sjrmpathetic  nerve  of  Vertebnta,  or  of  the  functions  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  from 

the  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  with  which  the  corresponding    nerves  arise    in 

which  they  have  been  sometimes  compared.  Yertebrata,  as  weU  as,  perhaps,  of  the  cere- 

In  the  latter  we  observe  the  fibres  eoniinued  bellum.    And,  if  we  regard  these  animals 

through  the  ganglia,  and  the  grey  matter  as  enjoying  the  perceptive,  reasoning,  and 

interposed  amongst  them.      In  the  former,  volitional  faculties,  in  however  low  a  degree, 

the  grey  matter  is  confined  to  the  centre,  we  must  attribute  to  their  cephalic  ganglia 

and  is  not  traverged  by  fibres ;  and  the  roots  some  portion  of  the  attributes  of  the  cerebral 

of  the  nerves  which  terminate  in  the  ganglion  hemispheres  in  the  highest  classes.      This 

are  observed  to  penetrate  to  it,  and  then  to  combination  of  ^  function  will  not  appear  so 

diverge,  becoming,  as  it  were,   lost  in  its  extraordinary,   when  it  is  recollected  that 

substance;  and  this  is  alike  the  case  with  all  the  central  operations  of  the  nervous 

what  ans  believed  to  be,  firom  their  connec-  system  are  performed  in  the  Tunicata  by  one 

tions,  both  sensory  and  motor  nerves.     This  ganglion,  and  in  the  Radiata  by  a  series,  of 

atmcture    obviously    resembles,    therefore,  which  each  is  but  a  repetition  of  the  rest ; 

that  of  the  centres  of  the  cerebro-spinal  and  it  is  quite  conformable  to  the  general 

system  in  Yertebrata ;  and  these  ganglia  may  principle  of  the  gradual  specialisation  of 

be  regarded  as  corresponding  with    those  function,  which  may  be  observed  in  ascend- 

-  parts  of  the  nervous  centres  in  ^e  Yertebrata,  ing  the  scale  of  organisation. 

'  the  distribution  of  whose  nerves  is  analogous.  It  is  obvious  that  the  portion  of  the  nervous 

Thus    the    branchial    ganglion    obviously  system  of  the  Gasteropod  MoUusca,  into  the 

corresponds  with  that  portion  of  the  medulla  analogies  of  which  we  have  thus  inquired, 

oblongata  which  is  the  centre  of  the  respi-  cannot  in  the  least  be  compared  at  a  whole 

ratory  actions  in  Yertebrata.      The  pedal  with  the  eympathetic  system  of  the  Yerte- 

ganglion  is  analogous  to  that  division  of  the  brata,  which  it  was  formerly  imagined  to 

epinal  cord  from  which  the  nerves  of  the  resemble.     The  distribution  of  some  of  its 

anterior  or  posterior  extremity  pass  off.     It  nerves  to  the  viscera,  however,  may  indicate 

is  well  known  that  such  portions  of  the  that  it  partly  performs  the  functions  of  that 

•  spinal  cord  may  be    completely    isolated,  system,  with  which  it  is  structurally  inter- 

vrithout  destroying  the  functions  to  which  mixed,  even  in  Yertebrata,  as  the  late  in- 

they  minister.    Thus,  the  brain  and  lower  quiries  of  Milller  and  others  (of  which  the 

part  of  the  spinal  cord  may  be  removed, —  residts  will  hereafter  be  stated)  have  shewn, 

that  portion  only  of  the  cerebro^spinal  axis  But  the  stomato-gastric  system  may,  per- 

being  left,  which  connects  the  principal  respi-  haps,  with  more  probability  be   considered 

ratory    nerves,    in    fact    the    reepiratorg  as  executing  its  offices.     Into  the  peculiar 

ganglion^—eBoA  yet  the  animal  may  continue  character  of  that  system  we  shall  be  more 

to  exist  for  some  time.     It  is  then  reduced  competent  to  inquire  when  we  have  traced 

to  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  the  Tunicata,  it  through  other  classes  of  Invertebrata. 

whose  single  ganglion,  though  combining  in  Having  thus  separately  considered    the 

some  degree  the  functions  of  those-  which  nervous  centres  of  the  Grasteropoda,   and 

exist  separately  in  the  higher  tribes,  has  determined  their  special  functions  by  their 

evidently  the  regulation  of  the  respiratory  structural  relations,  we  shall  inquire  into  the 

movements  for  its  chief  object.     In  the  same  mode  in  which  these  functions  are  combined, 

manner,  the  integrity  of  the  segment  of  the  so  as  to  enable  them  to  act  in  harmony, 

cord  with  which  the  nerves  of  the  extremi-  This  is  an  inquiry  of  much  interest  in  re/br- 

ties  are  connected,  will  enable    them    to  enoe  to  the  determination  of  the  offices  of 

execute  those  movements  of  a  reflex  charac-  the  different  parts  of  the  nervous  centres  in 

ter,  which  depend  upon  its  power  as  their  vertebrated  animals.      If  we  examine  the 

centre,  even  though  it  is  isolated  from  every  mode  in  which  the  different    ganglia  are 

other  part  of  the  nervous  apparatus.      The  unitsd  by  connecting  trunks,  we  are  led  to 

cephalic  ganglia  must  be  regarded  as  analo-  perceive  the  important  fact  that,  while  they 

gous,    not  to    any    single  portion  of  the  have  little  or  no  communication  with  each 

enoephalon  in  Yertebrata,  bat  in  some  dqpree  other,  they  are  all  directly  connected  with 

to  the  whole.     We  find  nerves  of  special  the  cephalic  ganglia,  which  seems  thus  to 

sensation  proceeding  from  them,  certainly  harmonise  and  contitd  their  individual  ac- 

to  eyes,  periiaps  also  to  olftctive  organs ;  as  tions.      Frequently  sodi  a  oommonication 

well  as  others  of  special  sensation,  supplying  with  one  another  appears  to  exist,  where 

the  tentacula  and  mouth.     Hence  we  must  there  is  really  none.     Thus,  in  Aptytia^  a 

admit,  that  they  perform  the  functions  of  cord  paasetf  from  the  brsnchiai  ganglion, 

the  optic  ganglia  of  Yertebrata,  and  perhaps  which  is  situated  in  a  posterior  part  of  the 

also  of  the  olfactory  lobes ;  as  well  as  of  the  body,  to  the  pedal  ganglion.    Where  sach  is 

C92.— XXVII.  3  K 
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Fio.  6.--Nenronii  system  of  Apljftta:  a,  cepha- 
lic sruigUon ;  b,  branchial  fi^anf^lion ;  c,  c,  lateral 
ganiflia,  combining^  the  functions  of  pedal  and 
pafleal  f^ngtia  -,  d,  pharyngeal  ganglion. 

the  4MBe,  the  trunk  is  not  tmited  with  that 
which  prooeeda  from  the  ganglion  through 
which  it  paasea ;  but  the  two  remain  diitinct, 
though  running  in  the  same  direction. 
Moreover,  the  double  function  of  a  ganglion 
may  be  sometimes  recognized  by  its  being 
ooimected  with  the  cephalic  mass  by  a  double 
trunk.  Thus,  in  the  Aplysia,  that  which  has 
been  termed  the  pedal  gangUon  is  really 
made  up  of  a  pedal  and  paUeal  ganglion,  as  is 
prored  by  the  distribution  of  its  branches ; 
and  in  conformity  with  this  double  function, 
we  find  it  communicating  with  the  cephalic 
mass  by  two  cords,  besides  the  one  which 
has  been  just  mentioned  as  passing  through 
it,  and  which  appears  as  a  third.  In  BulUea, 
whose  nerrotts  system  is  disposed  on  the 
same  general  plan,  the  pedal  and  palleal 
ganglia  are  separately  connected  with  the 
oephaiie ;  tiie  oord  from  the  branddal  gan- 
glion passing  through  the  palleal.  These 
tacts  have  beon  noticed  by  anatomists ;  but 
it  has  not  been  until  recently  that  the  phy- 
siological explanation  of  them  has  been  given. 
Further,  a  careful  examination  of  these 
ganglia,  and  of  their  connecting  cords,  dis- 
closes this  important  fiict,  which  is  peculiarly 
evident  in  the  case  of  the  pedal  ganglia — that 
the  cord  does  not  lose  itself  in  the  grey 
matter  of  the  ganglion,  but  divides  itself  into 
filaments,  which  mix  with  those  proceeding 
flrom  it,  to  form  the  nervous  trunks  which 
it  distributes.  We  can  scarcely,  then,  fail  to 
Infter  that  the  pedal  ganglion,  with  the  ner- 
vtras  fibrils  proceeding  from  it,  is  the  source 
of  the  lellex  actioiis  c^thisorg&n  $  whilst  the 
filaments  which  are  continuous  wHh  those  of 
the  ooMBiseting  ttwak,  and  which  are  thus  in 


relation  with  the  nudeni  of  the  cephalic 
ganglia,  are  the  channels  of  sensory  impres- 
sions, and  of  the  motor  impulses  of  volition. 
This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  very  curiona 
disposition  of  parts  which  we  find  in  the 
arms  of  the  cuttle-fish.  Theae  are  provided, 
as  is  well  known,  with  a  series  of  sockera, 
which  are  importont  instruments  of  locomo- 
tion and  prehension  to  the  animal.  It  haa 
been  observed  by  Dr.  Sharpey,  that  the 
nerves  which  supply  theae  arms  are  provided 
with  ganglionic  enlargements,  of  which  one 
corresponds  with  each  sucker ;  and  that  each 
trunk  consists  of  two  tracts,  in  one  of  whidi 
the  ganglionic  enlargements  exist ;  whilst  the 
other  passes  contmuoualy  over  these,  but 
sends  off  nervous  filaments,  -which  hdp  to 
form  the  brandi  going  to  eadi  sodoer.  It 
has  been  supposed  that  the  white  or  fibrous 
tract  is  the  motor  portion,  and  thegai^ionic 
the  sensory ;  but  this  is  inconsistent  with 
the  facts  known  regarding  the  infinence  of 
the  nerves  upon  the  movements  of  the 
suckers.  When  the  animal  wishes  to  em- 
brace any  object  firmly  with  its  arm,  it 
brings  all  the  suckers  simultaneously  to  bear 
upon  it.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this 
action  is  occasioned  by  a  motor  impulse, 
propagated  from  tiie  oephaiU)  masses  by  the 
non-gangKonic  portion  of  the  eord,  which 
suppUes  all  the  suckers  alike.  On  the  other 
hand,  any  individual  sucker  may  he  made  to 
attack  itself  by  placing  the  substance  in  con- 
tact with  it  alone ;  this  action  is  independent 
of  the  cephalic  ganglia,  as  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  it  will  take  place  when  the  arm  ia 
severed  from  the  body,  or  even  in  a  small 
piece  of  the  arm,  if  recently  separated ;  and 
it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  it  is  due  to 
the  reflexion  of  the  impression  made  upon 
the  sucker,  through  the  small  ganglion  in  its 
neighbourhood,  where  it  excites  a  motor  im- 
pulse. The  operation  of  these  independent 
centt^  appeara,  in  the  entire  living  animal,  to 
be  controlled,  directed,  and  combined,  by  tbte 
cephalic  ganglia,  through  the  medium  of  the 
fibrous  band  that  passes  over  them,  and 
mixes  its  branches  with  theln.  A  very  si- 
milar arrang^ement  will  be  hereafter  diowa 
to  exist  in  Uie  double  nervous  oolunm  of  die 
Articulate. 

From  the  Gasteropod  MoUusca  we  might 
pass  to  the  class  Cephalopoda,  which  ia  a 
most  interesting  one,  in  many  respects ;  ex- 
hibiting to  us  the  modification  of  the  mol- 
luscous type  (which  is,  perhaps  most  cha- 
racteristically presented  in  the  Gasteropoda), 
occasioned  by  their  proximity  to  the  Verte- 
brated  division  of  the  animal  Idngdon.  In 
no  organs  is  this  modification  more  evident 
than  in  the  nervous  83rstem  ;  for,  whilst  hi 
the  lowest  membera  of  the  grDiq>  we  find  it 
approximating  closBly  to  the  f6rm  it  preseata 
in  the  higher  Gasteropods,  its  whole  oha- 
racter  and  relations  in  the  more  elevated 


CASE  OF  RUPTURE  OV  THE  FALLOPIAN  TUBE.  ««7 

spedM  are  lo  Uke  thoee  which  exist  In  the  four  months,  the  symptomB  upon  each 
loweftFiahes,  that  the  analogies  between  their  recurrence  remaining  longer,  and  be- 
several  parts  may  be  traced  with  little  hesita-  coming  mqye  urgent,  whilst  the  inter- 
tion.  into  details  on  this  subject,  however,  missions  became  shorter  in  duration, 
it  does  not  suit  our  present  purpose  to  enter,  and  less  perfect ;  so  that  at  last  there 
as  little  new  information  can  be  derived  from  ^35  ^o  intermission,  but  manifest  exa- 
lt in  iUustration  of  the  general  functions  of  cerbations  occurring  every  fourth  or 
the  nervous  system.  fifth  ^gek. 

In  January,  the  lower  part  of  the 

CASS  OF  abdomen  began  to  swell ;  a  deep-seated 

RUPTURE  OF  THE  FALLOPIAN  J^^^^^®  P*"^  ^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^^  P^*^®  ^  ^^ 

^^.^p  her  symptoms  were  aggravated,  and 

there  was  in  addition  occasional  vomit- 

rmon  ACCUMULATION  OF  THE  CATAMENiAL  i„g,      ghc  stiil,  howcvcr,  kept  about 

^^^^^'  her  usual  employment,  and  took,  by  the 

*«  ..    «j..      TTT  .^  J.    f  -^     A.  direction    of  a    neighbouring  practi- 

2b  Me  Edttar  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  medicines,  which,  frim  the 

Si*»  description  given,  I  presume  consisted 
The  following  are  mv  notes  of  the  case  either  wholly  or  in  part  of  iron.  Under 
of  rupture  of  the  fallopian  tube  from  this  treatment  she  got  rapidly  worse, 
accumulation  of  the  catamenial  fluid  On  Friday  the  20th,  when  stooping, 
within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  to  she  felt,  to  use  lier  own  expression, 
which  reference  was  made  by  my  something  give  way  within  ner^  and 
friend  Dr.  Moore,  in  the  conversation  the  swelhng  of  the  abdomen  ap|)cared 
which  ensued  upon  the  reading  of  Ux  subside,  as  did  likewise  the  drag- 
Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  "  Account  01  two  ging  and  tensive  pain  above  mentionea. 
Cases  of  Imperforate  Hymen,''  before  Towards  evening  she  complained  of 
the  Boyal  Medical  and  Chirurgicai  difiused  pain  of  the  abdomen,  which. 
Society,  on  the  evening  of  the  9tn  of  bv  Saturday,  had  so  far  increased  that 
the  present  mondi.  (bee  Med.  Gaz.  sne  was  unable  to  bear  the  slightest 
vol.  xxvii.  p.  810.)  pressure.      There  was  great   heat  of 

£arly  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  akin,  headache,  knees  flexed  upon  the 

Oct.  24,.  1837,  I  was  requested  to  visit  abdomen,  some  difficultv  of  breathing, 

R.  S.  set.  18,  who,  on  my  arrival  (about  contracted  state  of  the  Matures,  nausea 

an  hour  subsequently),  was  evidently  and  vomiting,  with  difliculty  of,  and 

ill   articulo   mortis.      Her   pulse  was  intense    pain  over  the  abdomen,    on 

barely  perceptible,  but  extremely  rapid;  emptying  the  bladder.    This  conation 

the  akin  was  covered  with  a  cold  and  continued  until   Monday,    when   she 

clammy  perspiration  *,  there  were  low  passed  gradually  into  the  state  in  which 

muttermg  delirium ;    tracheal .  rattle ;  t  found  her  on  the  Tuesday  mornings 

thu  facies   Hippocraiica ;   and  a  con-  AtUoftsyhoftUjf-^ix  hours  qfterdeath*-^ 

tinual   involuntary   discharge  of  the  On  laying  open  the  abdomen,  I  was 

^vine  contents.     She  died  in  a  few  surprised  to  find  a  large  Quantity  of  a 

hours.  dark  red  and  thickish  fluid  (somewhat 

Upon  making  some  inquiries  into  similar  in  i^pe^aace  to  blood,  which 

the  nistory  of  the  case,  I  was  informed  had  been  for  some  considerable  time 

that  she  had  never  menstruated ;  that  eifrised)  lying  in  the  cavity  of  the 

abmit  eighteen  months  previously,  when  peritoneum,  and  amounting,  I  should 

the  evolution  of  the  external  organs  of  imagine,  to  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces, 

generation  and  of  the  mamms  rendered  The  peritoneum,  which  was  every  where 

probable  the  speedy  appearance  of  the  in  contact   with  it,  was  stained  of  a 

catamenia,   she   suffered   from    head-  reddish  colour.    On  wiping  away  the 

ache,  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs,  fluid  with  which  it  was  covered,  thei^ 

cold  extremities,  and  a  heavy  draggin^^  was  an  evi<&cnt  increase  of  vascularity, 

sensation  in  the  pelvic  region,  with  and  in  some  parts  the  n^embrajae  was 

some   bearing    down   pains.      These  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of  coagulahle 

symptoms,  after  a  bridT  continuance,  Ivmph.    I  searched  for  the  source  of 

sttbaided,  but  returned  in  five  or  six  this  sanguinifqrm  fluid,  but  for  a  coa- 

weeks;   again  ceased,    and  then   re-  siderable   time   without  effect.     Tbe 

turned  after  a  shorter  interval.    This  uterus  at  length  attracted  attention ;  it 

state  of  things  continued  for  three  or  was    considawhly   burger     thap    the 
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ordinary  size  of  a  man's  fist,  but,  never-  contributed  to  the  result ;  for  a  blister 

theless,  flaccid.     Upon  opening  it,  I  to  the  abdomen,  and  saline  mixture, 

found  four  or  five  ounces  of  a  similar  constituted  the  entire  of  the  treatment 

fluid  to  that  in  the  abdomen,  contained  which  had  been  adopted. — I  am,  sir, 

within  its  cavity.    The  fallopian  tubes  Yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

were  enormously  distended;  so  much  William  Munk,  M.D. 

so  that  I  could  with  ease  pass  the  Uttle  Phymdan  to  the  Tower  HamleU  DbpeiiaAry. 

finger  into  them.     Close  to  the  fim«  3,  Flnsbury  Place  Soatb, 

briated  extremity  of  the  left  tube  there  F«^- »» i®**- 

was  a  fissure  about  two  lines  in  len^h,    

with  ragged  edg^  thus  fonning  a  free  ^j^  ^jjg  ^se  OF  OILED  SILK, 
commumcation  from  the  cavity  of  the 

uterus   to  that    of  the    peritoneum:  

through  this  the  fluid  in  question  had  j^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^  j^^^-^^  ^,,^^. 
evidently  passed.      The  hmng  mem- 

brane  of  tne  uterus  was  of  a  slightly  Sib, 

reddish  colour,  depending,  as  I  ima^ne,  I  wish  to  register  in  your  valuable 

on  its  contact  with  the  contained  nuid.  columns  my  testimony  in   favour  of 

On  pursuing  the  examination,  I  found  oiled  silk  in  snidery,  and  to  acknow- 

an  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  l^ge  my  gratitude  to  Dr.  Macartney, 

finger  or  probe  through  the  vagina,  for  naving  first  recommended  to  me  an 

This  was  caused  by  the  apposition  of  expedient,  the  value  of  which  I  have 

the  walls  of  the  canal,  and  their  junction  since  proved,  both  in  military  and  civil 

by  firm  cicatrization.    This  cicatrix  was  practice. 

from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  length,  As  it  would  be  endless  to  enumerate 

and  contained  a  hard  tough  substance  cases,  I  shall  briefly  state  the  mode  of 

in  many  respects  resembhng  cartilage,  application,  and  the  result  in  ulcerated 

I  could  find  nothing  at  all  resembling  legs.    When  the  skin  surrounding  the 

the  hymen.  ulcer  is  inflamed,  I  immediately  use  the 

Of  the  many  interesting  points  pre-  polytome,  and  ^icourage  the  bleeding 

sented  in  this  case,  there  is  out  one  upon  oy  warm  water,  and  aroerwards  apply 

which  I  shall  here  make  any  comment,  dry  lint,  which  I  accurately  cover  witn 

viz.  the  period  which  elapsed  between  oiled  silk,  kept  in  its  position  by  a  ban- 

the  rupture  of  the  tube  and  the  death  dage  nine  yards  in  lenjgth,  m>m  the 

of  the  patient.    It  is  stated  by  the  most  toes  to  above  the  calf.     The  next  day, 

esteemed  practical  writers  on  the  dis-  on  removing  it,  the  lint  is  found  moist 

eases  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  that  with  discharge  and  vapour  from  the 

peritonitis  from  extravasation  of  foreign  ulcer ;  the  inflammation  appears  much 

matters  into  the  cavity  of  the  peri-  abated;  the  patient  general^  expresses 

toueum    proves    generally  fetal  m  a  relief  from  pain,  and  walks  better.     If 

period  varying  from  eighteen  to  thirty-  the  sleep  be  disturbed,  I  prescribe  calo- 

six  hours.    Tnat  this  statement  is  ap-  mel  and  opium  at  bed-time,  aperients 

plicable  to  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  following  day,  a  solution  of  cream 

will  not,  I  think,  admit  of  doubt ;  and  of  tartar  for  ordinary  drink, 

if  so,  how  is  the  diversity  observed  in  In  most  instances  I  have  found  it 

the  above  instance  to  be  explained?  better  to  use  the  dry  lint  than  the 

May  it  not  have  reference,  m  some  water  dressing. 

measure,  to  the  nature  of  the  effused  When  the  graduated  pressure  of  the 
fluid;  or  does  it  receive  a  more  probable  bandage,  and  the  discharge  of  blood 
explanation  from  the  situation  whence  and  matter,  have  reduced  tne  swelling, 
the  foreign  matter  proceeded  P  The  few  with  a  feather  I  apply  astringents,  e,  g. 
cases  of  peritonitis  consequent  upon  varied  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  to 
irritating  substances  in  its  cavity,  which  the  ulcer  and  adjacent  skin.  The  de- 
have  come  under  my  observation,  either  taching  of  sloughs  is  to  be  excited  by 
as  student  or  practitioner,  seem  to  show  the  solution  of  one  drachm  to  an  ounce 
that  death  results  more  rapidly  ac-  of  distilled  water ;  the  lint  and  oiled 
cording  as  the  exit  of  the  foreign  matter  silk  to  be  continued.  In  a  few  days  the 
be  higner  up  in  the  abdomen.  The  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue  become 
effects  of  opium  in  procrastinating  or  indurated  from  deposited  Ijrmph,  when 
averting  death — and  in  cases  like  these  the  absorbents  should  be  excited  by 
they  are  great— could  not  here  have  iodine  ointment,   which  I  have  also 
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found  beneficial  in  allaying  the  itching  iury  to  the  left  knee.     The  accident 

pustules  infesting  the  skin  after  the  happened  about  half-past  five  p.m.,  on 

ulcer  is  healed.  the  23d  of  February  ;  he  was  shortly 

I  substitute  compound  tincture   of  after  brought  to  the  Middlesex  Hospi- 

iodine  for  nitrate  of  silver,  when  the  tal.     I  saw  him  between  six  and  seven, 

ulcer  is  of  impetiginous  origin.    It  is  The  first  impression,  on  looking  at 

almost  unnecessary  to  remanc,  that  if  the  injured  knee,  was  that  the  femur 

varicose  veins  be  the  exciting  cause,  was    broken   immediately  above    the 

constant   support   is    indicated ;    and  condyles,  where  there  was  a  considera- 

should  there  be  any  internal  derange-  ble  depression,  and  there  seemed  to  be 

ment,  counter-irritation  is  to  be  applied  motion.    But  upon  a  closer  examina- 

over  the  diseased  organ.    Should  the  tion  the  femur  proved  to  be  entire,  the 

ulcer  be  attributable  to  scrofula,  I  have  depression  being  caused  by  the  head 

prescribed  hyd.  c.  cretd,  with  pulv.  of  the  tibia  overlaying  that  bone.    The 

cinchonee,    followed   by  a  course    of  condyles    of    the    femur,    the    outer 

iodine.  stretching  the  skin  very  tensely,  were 

When  a  sitius  exists,  it  is  often  obli-  to  be  felt  behind  the  upper  ends  of  the 

terated  by  the  application  of  caustic  to  tibia  and  fibula,  the  extremity  of  the 

the  skin  over  it.  condyles  being  fiill^  four  inches  below 

I  may  here  remark,  that,  in  cases  of  the  level  of  the  articular  surface  of  the 

ophthalmia,  the  blue  or  green  oiled  tibia.     The  position  which  the  dis- 

suk  forms  a  good  covering  for  the  eye,  placed  bones  assumed  was  that  of  slight 

keeping  it  moist  and  warm,  admitting  flexion.    The  pulsation  of  the  anterior 

an  agreeable  light,  and  excluding  dus^  tibial  artery  on  the  instep  could  not  be 

&c.  felt 

The  French  oiled  silk  is  preferable  Two  brief  and  ineffectual  attempts 

to  the  English,  as  it  is  finer.  were  made  by  hand  to  reduce  the  disloca^ 

I  am,  sir,  tion,  keeping  the  bones  slightly  fiexed. 

Your  obedient  servant,  Then  a  round  towel  was  passed  within 

Alex.  Leigh,  A.B.  M.B.  the  limb,  to  get  a  purchase  upon  the 

8,  Olyinpic  Place,  Jeiwy,  ischium  and  pubes ;  this  was  fastened 

Feb.  21, 1841.  to  the  irons  of  the  head  of  the  bed. 

Another  round  towel  was  secured  by  a 

CASE  OF  clove  hitch  upon  the  malleoli  and  in- 

SIMPLE  DISLOCATION  FORWARDS  step.   Using  these  means,  direct  exten- 

OF  THE   HEADS  OP   THE  TIBIA  "^  ."^  ™*^f  'JP^^  ^J®  }^*  ^\l^ 

^-._,  „,^rTY  A  about  a  nunute  the  reduction  of  the 

AND  FIBULA. dislocation  was   accomplished.     The 

limb  was  then  laid  straight  upon  a 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medicdl  Gazette.  pillow,    and    supported    laterally    by 

Sir,  junks. 

Among  several  usieful  purposes  which  Upon  examining  the  hand,  findine 

such  a  journal  as  that  which  you  edit  three  of  the  fingers  crushed,  the  fiesn 

serves,  one  is  to  provide  an  opportu-  of  the  thumb  deeplv  lacerated,  and  the 

nity  of  publishing  authenticated  reports  skin  torn  off  the  whole  dorsal  siuface, 

of  single    cases  of   rare    occurrence.  I  amputated  it  above  the  wrist.    The 

Permit  me  to  send  you  an  additional  patient's  promss  has  been  in  every 

contribution  of  this  lund.  way  favourame.     Some  swelling  and 

—  Enright,  aged  65,  of  a  spare  habit,  pain  there  was  of  the  knee-joint  for^- 

but  hale  and  ruddy  complexioned,  by  eifi^ht  hours    after   the   accident,    for 

employment  a  stone-mason's  labourer,  wnich  twenty  leeches  were  applied ; 

was  stooping  to  clear  away  some  rub-  but  there  is  no  pain  now  unless  the 

bish  beneath  a  portico  that  was  just  joint  is  moved ;  and  the  swelling  has 

completed^  when  the  stone  forming  the  disappeared. 

architrave,    weighing    towards   seven  Tnis  is  the  only  case  of  simple  dis- 

hundred  weight,  broke  in  two,  and  location  of  the  head  of  the  tibia  for- 

falling  upon   him  bore   him   to  the  warda  that  I  have  witnessed.    I  saw, 

ground.    His  right  hand  was  jammed  some  years  ago,  with  Mr.  Andrews,  of 

under  one  fragment,  which  it  was  ne-  Stanmore,  a  roune  gentleman  who,  a 

cessaiy  to  lift  to  extricate  it.    He  could  few  days  before,  hsS  suffered  simple 

not  stand  for  the  shock,  and  some  in-  dislocation  of  the   head  of  the  tioia 
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backwatds,  which  Mr.   Andrews  had  OXALIC  ACID  ACCIDENTALLY 

redtt<u?d     He  had  used  ^rect  exten-  SWALLOWED  IN  AN  EFFERVESCINO 

sion,  and  had  found  conBiderabic  force  _^_  .  iTnuT 

necessary.      The  accident  had   hap-  iJKAUbttl. 

pened  in  the  following  manner.    The  — - 

young  gentleman  was  riding  a  pony  ^  ^^^  j^.^^^  ^      ^^.^^  ^^^^^ 

on  the  common,  and  meaning  to  pass  ^ 

a  tree  that  stood  in  his  way  on  one  side,  Sir, 

when  the  pony  swerved,  and  carried  I  bgg  to  send  you  the  accompanying 

him  by  on  the  other  side  of  the  tree,  notes  of  a  case  of  accidental  swallowing 

which  took  the  tibia,  and  forced  it  back-  oxalic  acid  in  an  effervescing  draught, 

wards,  dislocating  it  behind  the.  femur,  in  mistake  for  tartaric  acid.    Should 

In  the  case  which  I  have  narrated,  you  deem  it  of  sufficient  interest  to  ob- 
it is  to  be  supposed  that  when  the  unfor-  tain  a  place  in  your  valuable  jouniiil, 
tunate  man  was  borne  down  by  the  your  inserting  it  will  oblige 
mass  of  stone,  his  leg,  with  the  knee  ^nr  obedient  servant 
straight  must  have  been  stretched  ob-  T.  H.  Babingtow,  M.B.,  T.C.D. 
liquely  forwards,  and  the  foot  have  licentiate  of  tiw  8#y<i  CBU^pe  ^f 
been  fixed  against  some  object,  when  fliirpfeoM  in  IwUud. 
the  strain  fafiing  on  the  crucial  ««-  Colermino,  Irstand,  Feb.  17, 1841. 

ments,  tore  them  through,  when  flie        ^^^^ ^  ^^  24  years,had  taken  an 

condyles  of  the  femur  would  have  been  effervescing  draught,  composed,  as  she 

forcibly  dnven  behind  the  tibia  and  imagined,  of  carbonate  of  soda  and  tar- 

fibula,                a         •      .  **"^c  *^^«    ^°  swallowing  the  draught 

I  am  disposed  .to  mentaon,  as  con-  j^  ^  state  of  effervescence,  she  felt  a 

nected  with  the  subject  of  dislocation,  g^^ng  acid  burning  taste  in  her  mouth. 


AuvaiivuB  ui  tHc  xiip,  w*i*v«  *««»,-  prepanngtnedraugnt:  sne  snoweatne 
recently  had  put  up  at  the  Middlesex  substance  which  had  been  used  for 
Hospital.  ,  .  J  ^  tartaric  acid  to  her  mistress,  who  im- 
Therewas  m  the  room  destined  for  mediately  suspected  that  oxalic  acid 
this  purpose  a  nng  let  into  the  floor ;  i^^d  been  sent  her  in  mistake  for  tartaric 
and  opposite  to  it,  at  twenty  feet  dis-  ^cid*.  Acting  under  this  suspicion,  she 
tance,  was  an  upnght  iron  bar,  fixed  administered  a  large  draught  of  tepid 
by  its  ends  into  the  wall,  having  catches  ^^^^^  /^hich  acted  as  an  emetic)  and 
at  different  heights  adapted  to  the  hook  g^^t  for  medical  assistance. 
of  a  set  of  pulhes.  The  patient  being  j^j^y  3d,  1 837 ;  noon.— On  my  arrival, 
laid  upon  a  common  iron  bedstead  I  quickly  recognized  the  suspected  sub- 
placed  lengthways  between  the  nng  gt^^ce  as  being  oxalic  acid,  and  ascer- 
and  the  vertical  bar,  the  two  latter  fur-  tj^j^ed  that  a  tea-spoonful  (about  two 
nished  points  of  attachment  for  mak-  scruples)  had  been  swallowed  in  com- 
ing honzontal  extension  of  the  thigh,  bination  with  the  carbonate  of  soda.  I 
What  I  have  added  is  an  honzontal  immediately  had  recourse  to  a  strong 
bar  running  below  the  ceilinff  of  the  solution  of  tartrate  of  antimony,  which 
room,  the  ends  bemg  attached  to  the  f^^j  evacuated  the  contents  of  the 
joists  of  the  floor  above.  This  bar  stomach,  and  ordered  her  to  take  two 
is  parallel  to  a  line  joining  the  nng  table-spoonfuls  of  chalk  mixture  every 
and  vertical  bar  just  descnbed.  Jt  flfteen  minutes, 
therefore  allows  the  hook  of  another  2  o'clock,  p.m.— Has  taken  fourteen 
set  of  pulhes  to  hold  to  it,  and  so  ^j^n^es  of  chalk  mixture.  Feels  very 
affords  the  means  of  making  a  strain  ^old  and  weak ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble ; 
upon  the  dislocated  femur,  transverse  complains  of  a  hot  sensation  in  fauces 
to  the  axis  of  the  limb,  simultaneously  ^nd  oesophagus.    Ordered  to  apply  dry 

with  the  longitudinal  strain.  fLJ! lfll_  -^ 

I  am,  sir,  «  it  ii  to  be  remarked  tluit  the  eodand  add 

Your  obedient  servant,  >>«>  ^>««n  parehaaed  from  a  ifrpcer :  \Mot  the  oc- 

TT ^^^  IX  .^^  currence  of  the  nearly  fatal  mistake.  Throufhovt 

HerbbRT  MATO.  the  north  of  Ireland,  medicinei,  poiaona,  fcc.  an 


19.  Oeorce  Street,  Hanover  Square,  lold  by  grocen,  an<i  other  naaimcafead  ^ 

March  3, 1S41 .  fh>m  whom  they  are  readily  purcbaied;  a  practioe 


much  to  be  reprobated,  and  which  defflaada  tegla> 
lative  Interference. 
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heat  to  extremities,  epiffastrium,  and  yomitiiig.    In  this  case  it  was  given  by 

axilla,  and  to  continue  me  chalk  mix-  a  non-professional  person,  and  veiy  for- 

ture  every  half  hour,  with  a  draught  tunately  produced  vomiting:    on  my 

composedofspiritof  ammonia,  tincture  arrival  I  fcdlowed  up  this  treatment 

of  opium,  and  cinnamon  water,  to  be  with  solution  of  tartrate  of  antimonY, 

taken  immediately.  which  more  freely  emptied  the  stomacn. 

10  o'clock,  P.M. — Has  had  spasmodic  Some  may  conceive  that  this  was  not 
pains  in  her 'stomach,  left  side,  and  the  safest  emetic  medicine  I  could  have 
along  thje  colon;  also  numbness  and  a  used,  as  its  depressing  powers  might 
pricking  sensation  in  her  back  and  accelerate  the  absorption  of  tlie  poison, 
along  her  left  thigh.  Is  thirsty.  Bum-  Others  mav  imagine  tliat  the  stomach- 
ing pain  at  epigastrium;  no  tenderness  pump  might  have  been  had  recourse  to 
on  pressure,  nor  vomiting ;  pulse  86,  with  benefit.  To  the  former  I  can  say, 
weak  and  tremulous.  Ordered  a  full  tartarized  antimony  was  used  as  being 
opiate,  and  a  castor  oil  draught  early  nearest  at  hand,  and  valuable  time 
in  the  morning.  would  have  been  lost  in  procuring  other 

4th,  10  o'clock,  P.M. — Rested  badly;  substances.    In  reply  to  the  latter.  Dr. 

was  delirious  in  the  night ;  complains  Christison  says,  "  1  cannot  see  any  use 

of  headache ;     throbbing  of  temples,  in  using  the  stomach  pumj)  in  cases  of 

Pulse  80;  mouth  and  fauces  red  and  poisoning  from  oxalic  acid."    Whilst 

painful ;  no  uneasiness  in  the  stomach  the  emetic  was  operating  I  was  pre- 

or  bowels  since  the  operation  of  the  paring  the  chalk  mixture,  the  use  of 

castor  oiL    Ordered  cold  lotion  to  the  which  would  neutralize  any  acid  which 

temples.  mi^ht  remain  in  the  stomach;   after 

10  o'clock,  P.M. — Has  been  verv  weak,  which,  heat  was  applied   to  the  ex- 
nervous,  and  excitable,  during  the  day;  tremities,  and  a  stimulating   draught 
£Eun ted  once;  headache  better;  no  pain  exhibited, 
in  stomach.  Ordered  an  opiate  draught  Although  the  symptoms  were  in  this 

5th,  10  o'clock,  A.M. — Slept  badlv;  case  of  a  mild  nature,  still  they  were 

disturbed  by  spasmodic  pains  m  bowels,  strongty  enough  marked  to  shew  the 

and  an  unpleasant  tingling  sensation  deleterious  effects  which  even  so  small 

alonff  the  spine  and  antenor  part  of  a  quantity  of  oxaUc  acid  is  capable  of 

thighs.    No  tenderness  of  epigastrium,  causing,  even  in  a  case  where  it  remains 

but  taking  food  causes  much  uneasiness;  so  short  a  time  in  the  stomach  as  in  the 

complains  of  headache.    Ordered  an  present  case, 

ounce  of  castor  oil.  In  the  case  before  us  the  moststriking 

10  o'clock,  P.M. — Feels  better  since  symptoms  were  depressed  circulation, 

the  oil  operated.    Ordered  an  opiate  followed  by  consicuirable  and  marked 

draught.  derangement  of  the  nervous  system*. 

6tn. — Slept  well  last  night ;  pulse  76,  Dr.  Christison,  in  his  valuable  work  on 

regular;    bowels  free.    Ordered  gruel  Poisons,  alludes  to  a  case  recorded  by 

for  dinner.  Dr.  Scott,    of    Cupar,  in  which  ncr- 

7th. — Complains  of  weakness ;  slept  vous  symptoms  very  similar  to  those  I 

badlv,  not  having  had  her  opiate.  have  detailed,  occurred,  and  precisely 

8tn. — Complains    of    weakness    in  about  the  same  time.    On  the  morning 

stomach :  want  of  appetite,  and  acid  after  swallowing  the  noxious  substance, 

eructations,  now  felt  first  time.  Ordered  both,  it  appears,  were  similarly  affected 

compound  infusion  of  gentian,  with  bi-  by  weakness,  numbness,  and  peculiar 

carbonate  of  soda.  uneasy  sensations  in  the  back  and  less, 

10th. — Convalescent   Under  the  use  From  the  symptoms  in  the  case  ue- 

of  the  bitter  infusion,  and  an  occasional  tailed,  I  think  it  would  appear  that  this 

aperient,  her    appetite    and    strenc;th  poison  (when  taken  in  a  dose  not  suf- 

gradually  retumea ;  but  a  considerable  ficient  to  cause  instantaneous  death) 

time  elapsed  before  she  was  able  to  acts  first  by  depressing  the  circulating 

resume  her  duties  as  a  servant  system,  into  which  it  is  no  doubt  rapidly 


A  few  observations  mav  be  tiered 


absorbed,  and  then  acts  through  the 


on  the  above  case.     All  writers  on  the  «  xbe  gvmptoiiu  u  detoited  In  the  above  cmc 

subiect   of   poisoning  by  oxalic   acid  derive  additio&Al  ioterest  when  connured  with 

jusUy  condemn  the  administration  of  ofPotash,"  as  detailed  in  the  ifBD.  Gazbtts  of 

warm  water  with  a  view  to  producing  the  isth  of  December,  isM. 
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circulation  on  the  brain  and  nervous  age,  a  shoemaker,  short  in  stature :  hiM 

system.      I  arrive  at  this  conclusion  countenance  pale,  deficient  in  espres* 

from  observing  that,  at  2  o'clock  on  the  sion,  but  somewhat  anxious,  presenting 

day  on  which  the  acid  was  swallowed,  the  appearance  of  suffering  nom  pain, 

we  found  weak  pulse,  cold  extremities,  The  history  we  gained  from  his  mother, 

&C. ;   and  the  next  morning  we  ob-  who    attended     him,    was,    that     in 

served  the  supervention  of  what  may  Nov.   1839,  he    had   suffered  from  a 

be  called  decided  nervous  symptoms,  severe  illness,  typhus  fever,  with  an 

and  these  symptoms  again  returned  on  eruption  of  purple  spots,    during  the 

the  5th,  the  second  day  after  swallow-  continuance  of  which  he  had  suffered 

ing  the  poison ;  thereby  proving  that  severely  from  his  head,  and  had  been 

the  deleterious  substance  had  exerted  a  insensible  for  some  days,  and  that  his 

powerful  influence  on  the  brain  and  convalescence  from  the  fever  had  been 

nervous  system  generally.  very  slow  and  imperfect.    Previous  to 

this  date  he  had  always  enjoyed  good 

ILLUSTRATIONS  health.    His  sight  had  beenimpured 

or  THE  ^^^^  since  his  recovery  from  the  coma, 

PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  Z^t""  ^''ST^^''^  ''IT''^^'^^ 

rruv  ATi;rATTor^or«c  Vision  and  dark  bodies  flittmg before  the 

rah.  AMAUROSES.  gyes .  ti^ig  had  continued  to  increase  to 

Bt  Edward  Hocken,  M.D.  the  present  time.  May  25th,  1S40,  at- 

^rtv    4x^  T^ji^    %M  :i'    1  r^     **    \  tcuded  by  headache,   &c.,  the  vision 

(For  the  lAmdonMedtcal  Gazette.)  being  then  entirely  lOTt. 

Symptoms. — Countenance  highly  va- 
cant,  but  expressive  of  suffering;  the 
I  SHALL  not,  in  the  present  paper,  dis-  eyeballs  roll  perpetually,  and  are  not 
cuss  all  that  belongs  to  this  head,  but  directed  to  any  object  or  person  when 
narrate  two  cases,  one  commencing  after  he  is  spoken  to :  this  constant  rolling 
fever,  the  other  a  well-marked  example  or  oscillatory  motion  came  on  with  the 
of  organic  disease.  Various  imperfec-  amaurosis,  and  has  increased  propor- 
tions or  losses  of  vision,  conditions  of  tionallv  :  the  globes  themselves  appear 
the  pupils,  of  the  Hds,  and  eyeball,  natural:  the  pupils  of  both  eyes  are 
occur  as  prominent  and  highly  impor-  widely  dilated,  and  possess  no  motion 
tant  symptoms  in  the  progress  of  many,  whatever  in  either  eye  by  alternations 
and  even  diametrically  opposite  con-  of  light  and  shade,  whether  one  be 
ditions  of  the  brain  or  its  membranes  :  closed  and  the  other  examined,  or  both 
in  cerebral  congestion,  or  in  aneemia ;  be  left  open,  and  each  tested  alter- 
during  the  projress,  or  as  a  result,  of  nately. 

inflammation  of  the  brain  or  its  mem-  He  states  that  both  eyes  are  equally 

branes  ;  from  injuries  with  or  without  blind  ;  that  his  vision  is  so  imperfect 

compression;  from  organic  changes  and  that  he  is  unable  to  £stinguish  night 

diseases  of  the  most  opposite  characters;  from  day.     "  1  can,"  he  says,  "see  as 

affections  of  the  brain,  &c. ;  during  the  well  with  the  eyes  shut  as  open."     He 

progress  of  other  diseases,  during  and  complains  of  fixed  and  severe  frontal 

after  apoplexy,  convulsions,  &c.  cephalalgia,  pain'over  the  brows,  almost 

The  following  case  came  on  after  a  always  present,  but  occasionally  agjpi- 

severe  attack  of  the  i)etechial  or  typhus  vated  in  paroxysms,  and  that  dunnsr 

fever,  during  the  progress  of  whicn  he  these  severe  attacks  he  is  affected  with 

remained   insensible   for   some    days,  nausea;  when  very  excruciating,  even 

with   a  slow  and  imperfect  subsequent  ^^^^^^tory,  .econdly,  to  inquire  into  his 

convalescence  : —  preceding:  and  incipient  symptomt,  then  to  learn 

all  that  he  knew  or  ihe  pnedispoaingand  excitinc 

Complete  amaurosis  of  both  eyes*;  loss  of  <»««»•.  'P»e  present  symptoms  were  arranged 

#1,-  .Mo^  «^  ««-77  .  ;.»«i».«^^^  nfhs^n*^  into  objective  and  subjective :  viz.  local  appear- 

the  sense  of  smell ;  impairment  qf  near-  ^nces  and  chanjjes ;   seconcfiy,  sensatioius  md 

ifto,  speech,  intelligence,  and  memory^  functions.    The  constitutional  into  febrile  and 

unthsevere  and  continued  headache.  rrt'lJo^tySSSr^rSnl.SS.;?^ 

William  Saunders,   admitted  at  the  made  at  dia^otis,  and  the  aacertainment  of  the 

We.t  of  England  Bye  Infirmary  on  the  fiTISFI^^ai'^nlinxC'i^d  X?^ 

23d  of  March,  1840.     He  is  21  years  of  the  case  was  included  under  the  progress,  results, 

— r-*- — and  terminations  of  symptoms,  the  general  and 

*  The  plan  adopted  in  takinff  these  rases  was,  local  eflfects  of  treatment,  and  the  mode  and 

first,  to  learn  as  mu«h  as  poBsible  of  the  patient's  peculiarities  of  the  employment  of  remedies. 


TREATMENT  OF  THE  AMAUROSES.  873 

actual  vomiting.    His  general  health  is  of  the  head,  and   warm  stimulating 

otherwise  tolerably  good ;  his  appetite  pediluvia,  were,  on  these  grounds,  di* 

regular,  his  tongue  clean,  and  the  secre-  rected.    The  mouth  was  kept  slightly 

tions  and  excretions  normal.  The  sense  sore  by  five  grains  of  blue  pill  edter- 

of  smell  is  completely  lost,  whilst  false  nate  nights,  and  the  bowels  relaxed  by 

and  disagreeable  sensations  have  sup-  an  occasional  pill    of    the  compound 

plied  its  place :  thus,  he  often  imagines  extract  of  colocynth  with  one-twelfth 

that  he  is  in  the  proximity  of  the  most  of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic, 
disgusting^  and    foetid  effluvia.      The        He  presented  himself  again  on  the 

hearing  i^very  imperfect,  so  that  he  1 3th  and  27th  of  April,  and  on  the  4th 

requires  to  be  spoken  loudly  to  before  and  25th  of  May,  and  was  ordered  to 

he  is  conscious  that  any  one  addresses  persevere  in  the  remedies  and  regimen, 

him ;    and  his  mother  states  that  he  as  no  material  alteration  occurred  in 

becomes  quite  deaf  when  he  suffers  from  the  symptoms ;  the  general  health  im* 

sore  throat,  with  which  he  has  been  |>roving  slightly,  and  the  sight  con- 

attacked  several  times   of  late.      His  tinning  much  in  the  same  condition, 
memoiy  is  very  imperfect ;  indeed  he        On  the  29tli  of  June  the  blue  pill  was 

seems  to  remember  scarcely  any  thing ;  changed  for    the  Pil.  Hyd.  Chlorid. 

he  has  forgotten  the  names  and  appTi-  Comp. ;  and  the  colocynth  for  the  com- 

cation  of  many  things,  and  his  other  pound  rhubarb. 

intellectual  faculties  are  blunted  in  a        The    t*'eatment    which    had    been 

similar  manner,  so  that  he  is  not  ade-  adopted  before  this    patient   applied, 

quate  to  the  slightest  bodily  or  mental  according  to  his  own  account,  was  an- 

exertion.     His  headache  is  invariably  tiphlogistic  in  the  first  instance,  that 

increased  by  lon^  sitting,  the  recumbent  this  was  subsequently  changed  for  the 

posture  durinfi^  the  day,  stimulants  and  regular  employment,  first  of  electricity, 

food,  especially  dinner;  he  often  com-  and  then  galvanism,  with  some  apparent 

plains  of  vertigo,  and  weakness  in  his  benefit  at  the  time,  but  with  aggrava- 

limbs.    His  speech  is  occasionally  im-  tion  of  his  symptoms  subsequently, 
perfect  from  a  want  of  memory.     "  He        After  this  period  the  patient  became 

nas  often,"  says  his  motl.er,  '*  a  catch  so  ill  that  he  was  unable  to   attend, 

in  his  speech."  and  I  am  therefore   unable  to  trace 

The  mother  attributed  the  attack  of  his  further  history,  and,  as  so  commonly 
fever  (as  most  persons  do  where  the  happens,  unacquainted  with  the  post- 
exciting  cause  IS  not  obvious)  to  an  mortem  appearances  connected  with 
accidental  cliill,  which  the  patient  re-  these  symptoms.  It,  however,  furnishes 
ceived  during  his  usual  employments,  a  good  history  of  the  case  as  far  as  such 
since  he  was  quite  well  before,  and  be-  cases  can  be  traced  usually  at  public 
came  ill  almost  directly  afterwards.  institutions  of  this  kind. 

There  are  no  symptoms  of  fever  pre-        Remarks. — Here  is  a  case  in  which 

sent:    the  pulse  is  quiet  and  natural,  the  perpetual    rolling    or    oscillatoiy 

the  tongue  moist  and  healthy,  with  motions  of  the  globes  came  on  with 

diminished  sensibility  of  Uie  general  amaurosis  of  boui  eyes  so  severe  that 

nervous  system.  he  could  not  *' distinguish  nieht  from 

Diagnosis.^The  diagnosis  from  these  day,"  in  an  adult,  from  cerebral  disease, 

symptoms  was  "  amaurotic  blindness  of  Such  must  be  very  rare ;  I  have  never 

both  eyes  from  cerebral  disease — ^pro-  seen  or  heard  of  any  other  similar  case, 

bably  chronic  inflammation  and  results  Indeed,  the  usual  explanation  of  the 

— deriving  its  origin  from  fever,  with  se-  symptom  is  that  it  results  from  the 

vere  vascular  disturbance  within  the  eager  search  after  light  in  an  individual 

cranium."  who  has  never  perfectly  enjoyed  vision : 

Such  being  the  diagnosis,  the  indica-  hence  it  is  almost  sure  to  be  present  in 
tions  for  treatment  are  evidently  here  cases  of  congenital  cataract,  or  imper- 
to  be  directed  to  the  condition  of  the  feet  forms  of  congenital  amaurosis;  but 
parts  actually  diseased  —  the  patho-  the  eye-ball  does  not  acquire  this  rest- 
logy  of  the  amaurosis.  Absolute  rest  less  motion  when  the  sense  of  vision 
of  mind  and  body,  a  mild,  continued,  is  completely  absent  The  cerebral 
constitutional  action  of  mercury,  sli&ht  disease  was  most  probably  not  ramol- 
purgation,  rigid  attention  to  diet,  lissement,  in  which  the  progressive 
continued    counter-irritation,  coolness  destruction  of  the  cerebral  matter  if 
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nuiyted  hj  a  giadaai  and  ertendiog 
weakaeM,  involnntBfj  spaam,  and  then 

paralysiflof  the  mascies,  beginning  with  were  onaliy  goodr  aad  the 

the  lower  exiremity — not  inaptly  de-  of  the  inteaOBAl  canal  le^niar.    These 

nonbiated  crecpnig  palsy.    Tbefe  was  ^mptoon,  with  the  omwiMm  of  tlie 

no  fever  present;  but  this  is  by  no  sjcknew,  have  eondnoed  to  the  prceuu 

means  a  constant  symptom  of  the  pnv  time  (Angnt  IdIO).    Varions  new  m- 

greas  and  resnlts  of  ^rooie  inflamma^  dicatfions  of  cefebral  diatarfaaaee  have 

tioo  within  the  eianiom,  affecting  por-  lately  derdoped  themaeh^  aynciutK 

tions.    Chranic  inflammation, afieeting  noouy  with  the  imiuim  W  discnac : 

a  small  portion  of  the  brain  or  its  great  weakness  of  the  mnsedar  sptoa 

membranes^  presents  a  great  dirersity  geneiatty,  so  that  he   states  himartf 

in    dmationy  ooittinnaneey  symptara%  **not  steady  on  his  htOf"  bvt  widioal 

effects,  and  mode  of  termination;*  in  any  other  paralytic  tendEeney;  thcirrwsr 

many  cases  passing  into,  and  not  dis-  of  hearing  has  foiled  gradnally,  but  ia 

tingnishaMc  from,  organic  diseases  of  by  no  means  lost,  as  lie  wndentands 

the  same  parts.     If  any  reliance  is  to  perfectly  when  addresacd  in  a  hmd, 

be  placed  in  symptoms,  this  was  most  clear  \ieT ;  the  smell,  also,  is  little  if 

pobably  &  case  of  this  natoie.    The  at  all  afiectcd. 

inteUectnal  powers  and  the  senses  were  He  was  quite  nneooseioas  of  any  de** 

the  functions  mainly  inteiicied  with,  laagement   of  vision  till  abooi  Sbot 

whilst  the  muscles  were  neither  para-  months   since*    (May),    when,   after 

lysed,   convulsed,   nor    afleeted   with  bleeding  nearly  to  svnoope,  on  opening 

qnsm :  he  complained  only  of  weak-  his  eyes  he  found  that  m  the  1^  e»> 

ness  in  the  limbs;  hot  no  practical  de-.  tirely  lost.    The  amaurosis  of  the  left 

ductions  of  the  seat  of  the  disease  can  organ  was  con^dete,  and  has  still  eoi^ 

be  dmwn  from  sudi  data.    Nothing  tinned  so:  the  vision  oi  the  tight  haa 

peculiar  oonld  be  made  out  concerning  Imled  mdually  since  the  left  eye  be- 

the  amaurosis,  save  that  it  hadincreased  came  thus  affected.  Shortly  afterwaords 

gradnally,  and  was  accompanied  by  he  discovered  that  the  lelk  eye-ball  was 

■uses  volitantes,  both  eyes  snaring  not  directed  normally,  and,  by  degrees, 

equally  and  conjointly.    The  ccmtino-  it  was  turned  completely  out  of  the 

ance,  the  severity,  and  the  aggravation  axis  of  vision. 

of  the  headache,  was  characteristic.  September  1840.  —  Strabismns  eon- 

,,    ,    ,                   .     ^>    .  vergens  exists  at  present  in  both  globes. 

Headache  J  amaurosis  of  both  eyesj  stra-  \^i  by  far  to  the  greatest  degree  in  tl^ 

Insmus  of  the  Ufi:    imperfeetum  of  left.    The  eyes  arc  apparently  thrust 

hearimfff  and  weakness  of  ike  muscmiar  forwards,  lendering  tnem  pretemato- 

^''^"*'  rally  prominent;  the  iridea  deprived  of 

James  Newberry  is  a  shoe-maker,  their  healthy  brilliancy,  of  a  mirk  dirty 

twen^-five  years  of  age,  of  a  dark  green  colour;  both  pupils  dilated,  and 

complexion,  tall  and  thin ;  he  professes  completely  motionless  in  the  left :  there 

himself  to  have  been  of  regular  and  ia  a  preternatural  vascularity,  but  the 

healthy  habits.    His   present  disease  fundus  of  either  eye,  as  seen  through 

came  on  about  two  years  since,  and  the  dilated  pupils,  appears  dull  and 

without,  to  hia   knowledge,  any  ob-  slightly  opaque, 

▼ious  exciting  cause.    At  that  period  He  complains   of   some  de^;ree   of 

he  began  to  experience  severe  pain  in  tension  in  the  globes,  misty  distorted 

his  h^id,  which  most  frequently  afiected  vision  in  the  right  eye,  complete  aman- 

the    back    part,  but  was    sometimes  rosis  of  the  left,  the  occasional  peroe|^ 

situated  in  the  forehead,  or  seemed  to  tion    of    undefined   muses   or   more 

dart  finom  behind  forwards;  this  was  luminous  objects.    The  vision  of  the 

wont  to  ccmtinue  a  considerable  part  of  right  failed  gradually,  and  at  first  he 

the  dJBiy.    It  came  on  at  irregular  inter-  was  much  more  troubled  with  these 

vals,  and  not  at  any  specified  time,  was  appearances;  <A>jects  also  being  occa- 

aggravated  in  very  severe  paroxysms,  sionally  seen  double— one  much  move 

and  always  increased  by  fooa  and  stimu-       ♦  n,^^^„4t^ HT^ — ^.   .  .. . — 

Ion*.      Wk<>«.  ««*»  «<»i*«  *k^<>  w^w^^  ^    ^""^  cantion  is  requisite  in  entiretj  creditinr 

lants.     When  very  severe,  these  parox-  the  accounts  of  patieni*  aboat  the  mMen  oero- 

-  ^  ,,. , — rz ..."-.       .    ,  «          .  renceofbliiidneia,niiceitmaThaTeexi«ted  kmr 

,.Y**!li^^^^^"*^'*  ■  Practical  Researches,  before,  and  yet  not  have  been  diecover«xl  from 

p.  1 1^  edit.  80.  vant  of  observation  and  comparison. 
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defined  than  the  falae  perception,  less  DROPSY  AS  THE 

circmnscribcd  than  the  true ;  so  that  he  SEQUELA  OP  SCARLATINA. 

was  alwavs  conscious  which  was  true, 

which  false.    His    eeneral    health  is  *           ^"^ 

tolerably  good,  but  he  is  nervous  and  jb  the  Editor  qfthe  Mtdieal  Gazette. 

eaccitable ;  debilitated,  but  without  para* 

Ivsis :  there  is  no  fever  present,  and  Sia, 

the  vascular  system  isundisturbedl  His  If  you  consider  this  letter  of  sufficient 

pulse  was  ratner  slow  and  full.  interest,  I  shall  consider  its  insertion 

The  usuAl  treatment  failed  to  procure  in  your  valuable  journal  a  great  favour, 
any  favourable  indications;  his  symp-  In  reading  the  highly  interesting 
toms  have  continued  to  increase,  and  and  instructive  report  of  the  Ardwick 
no  doubt  can  now  exist  of  an  unfavour-  and  Ancoats  Dispensary,  by  Dr. 
able  termination  *.  should  such  be  the  Howard,  in  your  last  No.,  my  attention 
case,  and  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for  was  arrested  by  his  remarks  upon 
pathological  examination,  I  trust  to  dropsy  as  the  sequela  of  scarlatina; 
give  the  appearances  at  some  future  and  I  would  request  the  favour  of  in- 
period,  quirine  whether  it  has  appeared  to  him 

Remarks. — This  presented  the  cha-  tnat  tne   occurrence   ot   this  sequela 

racteristic,  continued  headache,  of  or-  has  any  connection  with  the  treatment 

fanic  c^re^ral  disease,  and  well-marked  adopted  during  the  course  of  the  pri- 

iagnostic  symptoms  from  cephalalgia  marv  complaint  P 

dependent  on  deranged  digestion;  it  The  reason  I  ask  this  (question  is, 

exhibits  also  the  great  sympathy  which  that  Dr.   Seymour,   physician  of   St 

exists  between  the  brain  and  stomach,  George's  Hospital,  in  his  valuable  lec- 

since  when  the  paroxysms  of  headache  tures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  in 

were  most  intense  nausea  and  vomitine  speaking  of  anasarca  following  scarUr 

were  produced :    this  is  quite  usuaL  tina,  says,  ''  this  disease  generally  fc^- 

Where  both  eyes  are  affected,  as  in  this  lows  those  cases  where  purgatives  have 

case,  we  find  tnat  one  suffers  in  general  not  been  nven  so  freely  as  is  proper, 

before  the  other,  and  then  its  fellow  or  where  &e  usual  diarniOBa  that  UAs- 

becomes  more  and  more  amaurotic  in  lows  eruptive  fevers  has  not  occurred ; 

accordance  with  the  extension  of  dis-  it  seldom,  or  perhaps  never,  follows  a 

ease.    Can  we  deduce  the  seat  of  cere-  case  in  which  there  is  great  affection  of 

bral  disease  from  its  effects  ?    I  think  the  throat,  or  which  is  of  a  malignant 

not.    We  see  disease  confined  to  the  character,  as  in  such  cases  the  purgatives 

cerebellum  producing  blindness  as  con-  have  alwavs  received  due  attention." 

stantly  as  when  situated  in  the  very  This  would  appear,  in  some  measure, 

part  whence  the  optic  nerves  take  their  to  be  borne  out  by  the  observations  of 

rise;  and  blindness  is  one  of  the  symp-  Dr.   Howard,  who  says  ''it  was,  ac- 

toms  which,  acute  and  chronic,  simple  cordine  to  my  observations,  decidedly 

or  compound,  disease  of  the  spinal  cord  more  nequent  after  mild  than  severe 

effects.     I  trust,  in  some  foture  paper,  cases,''  and  that  "  in  twenty  of  the 

to  state  all  that  is  known  concerning  cases  medical  aid  was  not  sought  until 

the  influence  of  the  spinal  cord  on  the  drop^  had  supervened." 

vision.  If  Dr.  Howard  has  the  means  of  as- 

The  amaurotic  symptoms  seemed  to  certaining  whether,  in  the  cases  of  this 

indicate  some  mischief  going  on  in  the  complaint  included  in  his  report,  free 

globes   themselves,  independently    of  purgation  has  been  omitted,  it  would,  I 

le  cerebral  affection,  whust  the  squint  fancy,  lead  to  a  useful  practical  deduc- 

seemed  to  result  from  the  amaurosis  tion;  for  although  it  seems  probable 

rendering  the  left  eye  useless,  and  by  that  exposure  to  cold  is  the,  or  one  of 

its  increase   likewise  interfering  with  the,  exciting  causes  of  the  disease,  yet 

the  normal  axis  of  its  fellow.    The  fact  the  neglect  of  the  proper  application  of 

of  its  not  occurring  until  the  vision  of  purgatives  during  the  course  of  the 

the  left  eye  was  qmte  lost,  leads  me  to  primary  disease  may  prove    an   im- 

this  conclusion  m  preference  to  the  portant  predisposing  cause, 

supposition  of  its  cerebral  origin.  I  may  perh^s  mention  that  the  au- 

15,  Feathcrstone  Buildings  ^^^^^^J^,  ^  V^  ^^^^^  also  States  that 

ManOiad,  1841,  blood  is  always  present  in  the  unne  ui 
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this  form  of  anasarca.    May  not  this  the  number  of  elementary  atoms  that 

be  the  source  of  the  albumen  ?  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  com- 

I  am,  sir,  pound,  and  of  the  abundant  presence  of 

Your  obedient  servant,  nitiognenad  water — ^the  slightest  forces 

Abthub  Browne  Stebz^e.  are  sufficient  to  excite^  the  commence- 

Northampton,  March  1, 1841.  ^^^  ??  ^^^ir  chemical  transformation. 

And  this  once  commenced,  there  comes 

immediately  that  influence  which  is 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  the  most  important  in  the  chemistry  of 

organic   substances,   and   llrhich    the 

author,  though  he  cannot  be  said  to 

"  L»Anteur  se  tue  a  ajonircr  ce  que  Je  lecteur  se  have  discovered  it,  has  been  the  first  to 

tue4abreKer.>'-fi'ALKMBBRT.  exhibitinits  true  importance-wemean 

the  influence  which  a  body  in  the  act 

Oraanic  Chemistry,  in  its  applications  to  of  combination  or  decomposition  exer- 

AffHcttlture  and  Pkysioloay,    By  Jus-  piscs  upon  any  other  body  with  which 

Tus  LiEBio,  M.D.  &c.     Edited  from  i^  may  l)c  mcontact.  Such  abody  "  en- 

the  M.S.  of  the  Author,  by  Lyon  a^es,"  (or,  we  would  rather  say,  moff 

Playpair,  Ph.  D.     1840.  »«^«^«?.  for  the  influence  is  not  always 

enectual,  though  it  is  probably  always 

This  is  a  work  of  remarkable  interest,  exercised),  *'  another  body  with  which 

Uncertain  as  the  general  principles  of  it  is  contact  to  enter  into  the  same 

or^nic  chemistry  must  at  present  be  state." 

acxnowled^ed  to  be,  we  find  nere  appli-  There  are  examples  of  this  in  inor- 
cations  of  its  fSacts  made  to  a  number  ganic  chemistry.  Platinum  does  not 
of  the  most  interesting  and  important  decompose  in  nitric  acid ;  it  may  be 
phenomena  of  the  universe,  and  this  boiled  with  it,  even  in  a  state  of  the 
with  a  boldness  and  clearness  which  finest  division,  without  being  oxydized. 
have  rarely  been  surpassed.  Professor  But  an  allov  of  platinum  and  silver 
Liebig  has  studied  organic  chemistry  dissolves  witli  great  ease  in  nitric  add : 
less  in  his  own  laboratory  than  in  na-  the  oxydation  which  the  silver  suflers 
ture*s  processes  on  her  own  great  field ;  causes  the  platinum  to  undergo  the 
and  his  conclusions  are  therefore  ob-  same  change ;  or,  in  other  wonis,  the 
tained  less  frequently  from  the  products  latter  body,  from  its  contact  with 
of  delicate  analysis,  than  from  the  na-  the  oxydizins^  silver,  ac<^uires  the 
tural  phenomena  presented  in  wide  property  of  decomposing  nitric  acid, 
tracts  of  land,  woods,  meadows,  and  Metallic  oxydes,  in  which  the  whole 
com  fields,  and  in  their  respective  ve-  or  a  portion  of  the  oxygen  is  very 
getable  products,  or  from  the  opera-  weakly  combined,  not  only  cause 
tions  of  art  on  a  large  scale.  the  decomposition  of  peroxyde  of  hy- 
Much  of  the  work  is  remote  from  the  drogen,  as  some  of  tne  pure  metals 
province  of  medicine,  and  we  have  but  do,  but  are  themselves  also  decomposed 
msuflicient  space  for  that  which  most  and  reduced ;  the  act  of  decomposition 
nearly  concerns  us.  Of  a  part  of  this,  of  the  one  oxyde,  mechanically  (?)  pro- 
however,  we  cannot  resist  oflering  duced,  having  a  decomposing  influence 
some  abstract.  upon  them.  "  It  is  evident,"  therefore, 
The  greater  part  of  the  chemical  "  that  the  active  state  of  the  atoms  of 
changes  that  occur  in  organized  bodies  one  body  has  an  influence  upon  the 
under  ordinary  circumstances  are  those  atoms  of  a  body  in  contact  with  it ;  and 
called  chemical  transformations  or  me-  if  these  atoms  are  capable  of  the  same 
tamorphoses ;  the  peculiar  character  of  change  as  the  former,  they  likewise 
which  is,  ihat  by  the  action  of  a  decom-  undergo  that  change ;  and  combina- 
posing  body,  or  ibrce,  the  elements  of  a  tions  and  decomposition  are  the  conse- 
compound  are  disturbed,  and  made  to  quence."  Many  organic  compounds 
enter  into  two  or  more  new  compounds,  retain  their  state  only  by  the  m  mertitt 
with  one  or  more  of  which  the  decom-  of  their  particles ;  if  this  only  be  de- 
posing body  may  or  may  not  combine,  stroyed,  if  motion  be  in  any  way  com- 
From  the  very  shght  force  by  which  municated  to  them,  they  obey  other  affi- 
the  elements  of  organic  bodies  are  held  nities,  or  their  own  natural  attractions, 
together — the  consequence  at  once  of  and  enter  into  combinations,    whichi 
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under   the   circumstanoes,    are   more  their  peculiar  action  to  the  constituents 

stable.  of  that  fluid. 

This  principle  is  strikingly  exempli-  In  the  very  disease  which  such  sau* 

fied  in  uie  processes  of  fermentation  ;  sages  produce  the  author  sees  the  elTects 

the  ferment  IS  a  body  undergoing  decom-  of  the  decomposing  influence.    There 

position,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  added  to  the  is  a  gradual  wasting  of  the  muscular 

orgamc  solution  it  exerts  a  decomposing  fibre,  and  of  all  the  constituents  of  the 

influence  on  its  particles,  which  enter  body  similarly  compK>sed ;  the  patient 

into   new   combinations,  or   continue  becomes  mucn  emaciated,  and  uries  to 

passing  through  a  series  of  chants  till  a  complete  mummy,  and  finally  dies, 

the  whole  of  the  ferment,  the  original  The  carcass  is  stiff,  as  if  frozen,  and  is 

excitor  of  the  action,  is  decomposed,  not  subject  to  putrefaction.    AH  sub^ 

and  comes  to  a  condition  of  rest,  when  stances  m  the  body  that  are  capable  of 

ag^n  all  action  will  cease.    The  whole  putrefaction  are  gradually  decomposed, 

of  this  process  is  admirably  illustrated ;  and  after  death  nothing  remains  except 

but  its  details  concern  the  brewer  and  fat  (?)  tendons,  bones,  and  a  few  other 

the  wine  and  vinegar  merchant  more  substances,  which  are  incapable  of  pu- 

than  the  doctor;    and  we,   therefore,  trefyin^  in  the  conditions  afforded  by 

S refer  to  draw  our  illustration  of  this  the  body, 

ecomposing  influence  of  decomposing  Of  course  the  author  adduces  other 

bodies  from  those  processes  which  are  examples  of  the  same  kind  of  influence 

directly  of  professional  interest,although  from   syphilis,  small -pox,  and  other 

it  must  be  confessed  that  such  expla-  contagious  and  malarious  diseases ;  and 

nations  as  in  the  more  simple  processes  he  here  passes  over  the  ground  which 

bear  the  manifest  stamp  of  truth,  are  has  been  trodden  by  many  of  his  pre- 

here  comparatively  (we  are  far  from  decessors,  who  have  held  in  all  these 

thinking  tnem  d^ffo/ti/e/y)  hypothetical,  diseases   a    theory    of    fermentation. 

When  blood,  brain,  gall,  pus,  and  He    points   out,    also,   the   analodes 

other  substances  in  a  state  of  putrefiic-  between  the  two  processes  vdth  all  that 

tion,  are  laid  upon  fresh  wounds,  vomit-  greater  precision  which  the  improved 

ing,  debility,  and  at  length  death,  are  chemistry  of  modem  times,  wielded  by 

(sometimes)  occasioned.    Bodies  after  oneof  the  greatest  masters  of  the  science, 

death  frequently  pass  into  a  state  of  could  not  fail  to  give ;   but  there  is 

decomposition,  which  is  capable  of  im-  nothing  in  his  illustrations  that  is  novel 

parting  itself  to  the  living  body :  a  cut  as  well  as  important.    It  must  be  con- 

with  a  knife  used  in  dissecting  them  fessed,  indeed,  that  in  these  subjects, 

producing     dangerous    conseouences.  pathology  is  not  yet  mature  for  the 

Bad  sausages  have  produced  death  in  reception  of  all  the  aid  that  chemistry 

hundreds  of  cases ;    and    these  have  will  one  day  give  it ;  and  if  we  have  a 

especially  happened   in  Wortemberg,  &ult  to  find  with  the  work  before  us, 

where  sausages  are  prepared  from  va-  it  is  for  the  boldness  with  which  it  as- 


nourishing  savoury 

when  the  spices  are  deficient,  and  par-  is  set  on  physiology  is  utterly  fallacious, 

ticularly  when  they  are  not  smoked  till  In  saying  this  we  do  not  wish  to  be 

they  have  been  long  made  up,  or  not  taken  as  meaning  that  chemistry  has 

smoked  sufficiently,  the  sausages  un-  nothing  to  do  with   contagious   and 

derj^o  a  peculiar  Kind  of  putrefaction  other  aiseases;    on  the  contnur,  we 

which  begins  at  the  centre ;    and  in  believe  it  highly  probable  that  the  act 

these  parts  they  become  paler,  soft,  and  of  fermentation,  and  the  influence  and 

greasy,  and  are  found  to  contain  lactic  apparent  reproduction  of  a  contagious 

acid  and  lactate  of  ammonia,  constant  virus,  will  be  hereafter  proved  to  be 

products  of  putrefaction.  No  poisonous  closely  and  particularly  analogous,  if 

material  can  be  detected  in  such  sau-  not  identical.    We  object  only  to  the 

sages,  and  alcohol  and  boiling  water  method  in  which  these  subjects  are 

completely  destroy  their  injurious  pro-  written  on,  by  those  who  deal  with 

perties :   their  influence  is  the  conse-  them  as  if  nothing  on  either  side  of  the 

quence  of  their  being  taken  into  the  case  was  doubtful ;  and  who  otserf  with 

blood  while  they  are  still  in  a  state  of  more  boldness  than  they  are  warranted 

decomposition,  and  of  their  imparting  to  feel  in  thinking. 
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Some  of  the  few  remarks  that  the  Eua^a  and  HeaeUi^LMfmretoitJauJomf^ 

author  makes  on  the  action  of  poisons  Physiology,  Pathology^  smf  Stmyery. 

are  important    Speaking  of  the  small  By  the  late  ALSSAiiDBa  Monbo  Se- 

ouantitiesofsome  that  are  destructive  to  candos^M.D.  &e.,  upwards  of  fifty 

hfey  he  points  out  an  explanation  drawn  years  iS-ofessor  of  Anatomy  and  Sur- 

from  the  very  high  equivalent  nam-  gerv  in  the  University  of  Edinbur]^; 

hets  of  most  animal  substances.  That  of  witn  a  Memoir  of  his  Life,  &e.    By 

fibrine  is  6361 ;  and  it  may*  therefore,  his  Son  and  Successor.    Illustrated 

be  assumed  that  a  quantity  of  fibiine,  byEngravinn.  Sdinbuigh,  London, 

corresponding  to  this  number,  combines  and  Dublin,  1840.  8vo.  pp.  cUx.  and 

with  one  ec|iiivalent  of  arsenious  acid  132. 

or  of  corrosive  sublimate.    When  6361  ^      ^,            ^,               a     i_    .  .         * 

wrts  of  anhydrous  fibrin  are  combined  ^\  Monro,  the  second  physician  of 

^th  30,000  parte  of  water,  it  is  in  the  ^  5?»?«!  w?l,^'P  ^'l '^^S/^  ^^^^ 

state  in  which  it  is  contained  in  mus-  a?^  ^^d  in  1817,  m  the  85th  yea*  of 

cular  fibre,  or  in  blood  in  the  human  ,,S8.^*,  ^  -r^    ^,          m^,.  n       ^  .. 

body;  100  grains  in  this  state  would  "  Th^  late  Dr.  Monro  of  Edinburgh," 

form  a  neutral  compound,  of  equal  equi-  ^ays  Dr.  James  Gregory,  m  a  letter  to 

valcnte  with  three  grains  four-tenths  our  author,  "long  and  most  deservedlv 

of  arsenious  acid,  and  five  grains  of  enjoyed  the  highest  emmence  which 

corrosive  sublimate.    In  like  manner  any  man  of  the  medical  profession  ever 

100  grains  of  albumen,  containing  all  attained  m  Scotland.  •  •  •  •    Hardly 

the  water  natural  to  it  in  the  body,  any  life,  even  of  a  hterary  man,  can  be 

would  combine  with  a  grain  and  a  quai^  conceived  to  afford  fewer  interesting 

ter  of  arsenious  acid;  in  other  words,  it  niatenals  for  a  biographer  than  Dr. 

would  need  but  five  grains  of  corrosive  ^PPF^  *-    ^^*'¥  distii^ished  by  no 

sublimate,  or  3-5  of  arsenious  acid  to  'V^??  even^~it  was  chequered  by  no 

poison  every  100  giainsof  fibrinein  the  vicissitudes  of  good  and  evil ;  it  was  a 

^^y^  life,  from  early  youth  to  extreme  old 

The  author's  notionson  the  action  of  ^ge,  of  almost  uniform  and  uninterrupted 

medicineare  sometimes  rather  strange,  prosperity.    Nay,  he  seems  scarce  to 

The  action  of  concentrated  solutions  of  pve  felt  any  of  those  discouragements 

salte  in  purging,  depends,  he  holds,  on  ^^  ^  splendid  career,  which  most  men 

theirabstracting  water  (after  thefashion  of  hterary  professions,  but  Mnecially 

of  the  mutual  interchange  of  endos-  physicians,  expenencem  their  laborious 

mose)  from  the  vessels  of  the  digestive  progress  to  the  highest  honours  and 

canal ;  and  thus  diluting  the  soUd  sub-  rewards  to  which  they  can  aspire ;  and 

stances    contained    in  the  intestines,  f ^'^"^y  ^^^  progress  was  never  re- 

The  composition  of  the  salts  has  nothing  ^^^^^d  by  any  such  advCTse  circum- 

to    do   with   their  purgative  action !  f  .^^5?'    ?1*  «'*^*^^  V^  »^  occasions. 

We  su^ect  if  a  healthy  man  were  to  ^^  the  victones  of  Timoleon,  seemed 

take  siJphate  of  magnena  one  day,  in  ^"^^J^  *<>  ^  accompbshed  ^lOi  ease ; 

the   same    quantil^as  he  ordinarily  r^  ^i  cannot,  on  this  account,  be  attn- 

takes  chloride  of  sodium  at  his  meals,  ^^^^  altogether  to  good  fortune  or 

he  would  be  able  to  contradict  the  pro-  ^^':i  chance.  Some  favourable,  almost 

f^ggQf  accidental,  circumstances  contributed. 

But  we  must  here  leave  the  work,  fo  doubt,  to  his  great  success  in  life ; 

The  desire  to  consider  those  parts  of  it  but  much  more  of  it  must  be  attributed 

which  most  concern  our  readers  has  ^  '^"^  ?^;»  "lents,  to  his  constant  un- 

compeUed  us  to  abstract  the  worst  por-  ^^,P^f^  activity  m  every  pursuit  in 

tionsofit.  Thespecimenswehavegiven  w^'<^*^  .^^  engaged,  and  to  his  good 

do  not  do  it  justice ;   on  all  subjeeto  f  J°«^    ^    perceiviM   and   improvmg 

relating   to  agriculture,  brewing,  the  those  advantages  which  might  ^e  wm- 

management  If  vines  and  win?B,  ite  "^^Ff  ^  ^  °*?«  ^^^°"P  of  fortune." 

contents  are  far  better;  and  from  all  The  memoir  embodies  short  noUces  of 

who  are  interested  in  chemistry,  »  in  2je  different  works  published  by  Dr. 

those  arts,  they  deserve  a  most  attca-  J?^^?^^,  secundus,   with  extracts   from 

tive  perusal.  ^^^  lectures,  and  a  few  additions  by  our 

^        '  author.  The  essays  are  five  in  number. 

The  first  is  on  the  lymphatic  system ; 

the  second,  on  the  character,  .ciiuses>, 
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oonsequencesy  and  mode  of  treatment,  of  me :  "  il  n'en  est  ancnne  que  cette  d&- 

inflammation ;  the  third  is  on  the  struc-  monstration  ne  tranquillise,  et  j'en  ren- 

ture  of  the  windpipe  and  longs,  and  contre  souvent  qni  k  leur  denxi'^me  ac- 

some  of  the  organic  derangements  of  couchement  sollicitent  I'application  du 

the  lungs  and  pleune ;  the  fourth  treats  forcens  qu'elles  ont  vu  mettie  en  usage 

of  the  structure  and  some  of  the  organic  pour  les  d^barrasser  du  premier." 

diseases  of  the  circulating  system ;  the  Dr.  Rights  work  does  him  credit ; 

fifth  is  entitled,  "  of  the  cause  of  the  and  will  maintain  the  reputation  of  the 

dangerous  inflammation  which  gene-  useful  collection  of  which  it  forms  a 

rally  follows  the  wound  of  a  shut  sac,  part 

and  of  the  manner  of  preventing  it."  

This  book  contains  matter  to  interest  .„     ,.    »«,     ^.        .,   r,        ^«. 

both  the  physiologist  and  the  prac-  A  Practical  Ti^ati$e  on  the  Cure  of  Stra^ 

titioner;  aid  ought  to  find  a  place  in  t**^,/^  S?"**!''  ^  Operatic,  and 

every  complete  medical  libraryf  h, ^»^,  Treatment ;  mth^me  new 

'         '           Views  qf  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology 

qf  the  Muscles  of  the  Human  Eye. 

A  System  of  Midwifery.    By  Edward  By  P.  Bennett  Lucas.    Illustrated 

RxGBT,  M.D.  Physician  to  the  Gene-  by  Plates.     London,    1840.      8vo. 

ral  Lying-in  Hospital,  &c.   London,  pp.  91. 

1841.    Small  8vo.  pp.  314.  -                     ., ,         ,        r  j  a     ^ 

^^  This  is  a  sensible  and  useful  treatise 

The  work  before  us  is  the  sixth  volume  ©n  a  subject  which  has  of  late  much 

of  the  Library  of  Medicine,  edited  by  occupied  the  profession.    After  a  full 

Dr.  Tweedie,  of  which  we  took  occasion  account  of  the  orbits,  the  muscles  of 

to  speak  favourably  some  months  ago.  the  eye,  and  their  insertions,  the  con- 

Dr.  Rigby  has  <fivided  his  work  into  junctiva,  and  the  subconjunctival  and 

five  parts;  which  are,  severally,  on  the  sub-muscular  fasciae,  our  author  pro- 

•anatomy  and  physiology  of  utero-gesta-  ceeds  to  consider  the  causes  of  squint- 

tion ;  on  natural  pregnancy,  and  its  de-  ing.    This  distortion  may  arise  from 

viations ;  on  eutocia,  or  natural  partu-  excessive  development  of   the  rectus 

rition;  on  midwifery  operations;  and  intemns.    dyspepsia,    disease   of  the 

on  dystocia,  or  abnomuu  parturition.  brain,  the  exanthemata,  from  imita- 

Besides  English  and  French  writers,  tion  or  habit,  corneal  opacity,  &c.     In 

our  author  quotes  freely  from  German  many  of  these  cases  it  is  clear  that  the 

ones,  such  as  Naegele,  Boer,  and  Wi-  operation  would  be  useless,  or  inju- 

mnd.    In  speaking  of  the  lock  of  the  nous. 

forceps,  he  says,  *' An  ingenious  modi-  "Two  cases  presented  themselves 
fication  was  invented  by  the  late  Pro-  to  me  some  montns  ago,  to  be  operated 
fessor  Von  Siebold,  of  Berlin;  but  the  upon  for  convergent  strabismus.  On 
most  perfect  lock  is  that  of  Professor  examining  the  condition  of  the  eyes, 
Brtininghausen,  of  Wiirtzburjf,  first  in-  one  cornea  in  each  was  found  to  be 
troduced  by  ourselves  into  this  country,  densely  opaque  ;  in  one  case  for  half 
and  known  among  the  instrument-  its  circumference,  in  the  other  for  a 
makers  under  the  name  of  Professor  smaller  extent.  Both  squints  were 
•  Naegele's  forceps.  The  shank  of  one  consecutive  upon  the  opacities,  and 
blade  has  a  semicircular  indentation,  evidently  took  place  for  the  purpose  of 
which,  at  the  moment  of  locking,  fits  allowing  the  rays  of  light  to  pasa 
into  a  fixed  pivot  in  the  other;  this,  through  the  tmnsparent  portion  oi^the 
therefore,  combines  the  advantages  of  cornea,"  (p.  55 — 6).  Our  author  very 
the  French  and  English  locks.  We  can  properly  refused  to  operate  in  this  case ; 
safely  affirm,  from  extensive  experience  but  the  operation  was  performed,  he 
for  many  years,  that  there  is  ever  less  says,  by  some  one  else,  and  the  eye 
difficulty  in  locking  it  than  with  the  was  thus  rendered  straight,  but  useless, 
En^h  lock.  The  blades  are  capable  There  are  other  forms  of  strabismw 
of  instant  separation;  and  yet,  when  which  are  curable  by  medicinal  treat- 
locked,  the  firmness  of  their  union  is  ment,  or  by  mere  lapse  of  time ;  and 
equal  to  that  of  a  pivot  joint" — P.  137.  which,  of  course,  must  not  be  selected 

It  seems  that  Madame  La  Chaj>elle  for  operation. , 

always  shows  the  forceps  to  the  patient  The  sections  on  the  mode  of  per- 

before  using  it,  and  we  think  she  is  in  forming  the  operation,  on  the  rcpa- 

the  right.     She  also  partly  explains  its  rativc  process  after  it,  on  the  causes  of 
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failure  of  the  operation  for  conrergent  Marischal  College,  which  he  has  heen 

strabismus,  and  on  the  effects  of  the  pleased,  for  reasons  best  known  to  him- 

operation  on  mion  are  allinteresting ;  ^^j^  ^^  designate  as  the  "  University  of 

but  instead  of  making  extracts  from  .,      ,       „      ,    ,     ,,«»^    .    ^  i  ,i  - 

them,  we  deem  it  better  to  refer  our  Aberdeen,''  and  the  "Manschal  Lm- 

readers  to  Mr.  B.  Lucas's  treatise.  versity." 

-  ■ —  — -- —  — ~ :        In  this  letter,  the  learned  professor 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  expresses  much  anger  at  the  manner  in 

which   we   have    treated    the  second 
branch  of  the  subject.     He  seems  to 

"  Licet  omnibna,  licet  etUm  mlhi,  diRiiiuteiii  imagine  that  the  proceedings  and  pri- 

Artig  Medicm  tueri ;  potestas  modo  vcniendi  in  vileges   of  his  College  are  altogether 

publicam  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuso."  ^^  j  ii.  i       i*      'i^*  •  jx* 

*^  CicBRo.  beyond  the  pale  of  criticism  or  discus- 

—  sion.     He  says  we  have  charged  the 

MEDICAL  DEGREES.  College  with  "fraud;"    that  we  have 

MARISCHAL  coLLKOB,  ABERDEEN. .  represented  him  and  his  colleagues  as 

Our  readers  are  aware  that  we  never  a  "  gang  of  impostors ;"  and  he  talks 

have  attached  any  very  great  import-  with  "  scorn"  of  our  "disgraceful  at- 

ance  to  medical  degrees,  as  was  pretty  tack." 

clearly  proved  by  our  articles  on  the        Now  here  is  a  great  deal  of  virtuous 

subject,  when  the  College  of  Physi-  indignation  and  excellent  resentment 

cians  decided — and  in  our  opinion  very  absolutely    thrown    away.     We    have 

wisely  decided—on  not  requiring  them  been  in  the  habit  of  discussing — and 

from  those  who  were  candidates  for  ourbcst  title  to  public  confidence  is,  that 

their  license.    On  the  subject  of  all  we  have   discussed    freely  and  inde- 

such  honours  we  are  much  of  the  opi-  pendently — as  well  the  constitutional 

nion  of  Falstaff : —  powers  and  duties  of  the  various  public 

"  Can  honour  set  to  a  leg  ?    No.  hodies  connected  with  the  profession, 

Or  an  arm  ?     No.    Or  take  away  the  as  the  manner  in  which  those  powers 

grief  of  a  wound  ?    No.     Honour  hath  ^nd  duties  have  been  exercised  and  dis- 

no  skill  in  surgery,  then  ?     No.     What  «i,„.^^j     t«  ,v«»*;«.,i«-  „.«  u«„-.  ^ 

is  honour?    Iwoni.    What  is  in  that  ^J'^'^^ft    1°  P«t»<^«l^'.  ^*e  W  never 

word,  honour  ?    What  is  that  honour  ?  shrunk  from  the  examination  of  matters 

Air Honour  is  a  mere  scutcheon,  to  which  our  attention  has  been  s|>e- 

and  so  ends  my  catechism."  cially  invited  by  the  parties  concerned, 

When,    however,   the    new  regula-  and  for  the  circulationof  which  we  have, 

tions  of  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  at  their  own  request,  lent  our  columns, 

were  sent  to  us  for   insertion   some  That  Marischal  College  had  exceeded 

three  weeks  ago,  along  with  a  local  its  legal  authority,  seemed  a  necessary 

paper  containing  an  elaborate  enco-  conclusion  from  the  premises  which  we 

mium  upon  them,  we  thought  the  whole  stated.    But  in  touching  upon  the  his- 

subject  worthy  of  attention,  and  we  tory  of  its  medical  degrees,  we  not  only 

noticed  it  in  our  number  of  Feb.  12th.  did  not  apply  to  the  College,  and  the 

Our  remarks  applied,  first,  to  the  plan  gentlemen   who    are    associated    vriih 

of  education  which  Marischal  College  Professor  Clark  in  "  fulfilling  the  high 

has  laid  down,  and  the  principles  upon  functions  entrusted  by  the  country  to 

which  it  intends  to  grant  medical  de-  their  charge,"  the  offensive  expressions 

grees ;   and  secondly,  to  its  right  to  which  the  Professor  has  thought  it  bc- 

confer  such  degrees.    Our  last  number  coming  to  use  with  regard  to  themi 

contains  a  letter  from  Dr.  Clark,  who  but  we  did  not  so  much  as  insinuate 

it  appears  is  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  anything  at  all  affecting  their  honour 
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or  integrity.  The  question  at  issue  is  week,  as  also  to  lecture  on  the  physio- 
one  in  which  many  professional  men  logy  of  Aristotle,  to  which  this  all- 
are  interested,  and  wc  shall  therefore  accomplished  official  is  to  add  a  short 
enter  more  fully  upon  it  than  we  explication  of  anatomy,  and,  more- 
should  otherwise  have  done.  We  feel  over,  to  propound  the  principles  of 
"scorn,"  we  trust,  for  no  man,  and  we  geography,  chronology,  and  astronomy, 
will  endeavour  to  explain  to  Professor  besides  the  Hebrew  grammar,  in  which, 
Clark  why  his  letter  has  failed  to  pro-  as  in  Syriac,  he  is  required  to  be 
duce  in  us  that  conviction  which  we  skilled !  We  wonder  whether  the 
always  yield  to  sound  reasoning,  how-  principal  still  possesses  these  mul- 
ever  discourteously  expressed.  tifarious  attainments  ?  Professor  Clark 

In  the  first  place,  we  referred  the  admits  that,  **  in  a  national  chartered 
commencement  of  the  Marischal  Col-  institution,  it  is  not  at  all  unusual 
lege  degrees  in  theology,  law,  and  me-  that,  as  occasions  arise  for  its 
dicine,  to  the  year  17*28,  or  thereabouts,  enlargement,  the  original  charters 
To  which  Professor  Clark  replies,  that  should  be  found  narrow  enough  to  give 
Newton's  Philosophy  was  then  and  occasion  to  questions  as  to  their  inter- 
there  "  taught  first  from  the  lips  of  pretation  under  new  circumstances." 
Colin  Maclaurin" — a  fact  which,  how-  So  say  we ;— and  the  more's  the  pity, 
ever  interesting,  if  authenticated  (al-  In  his  statement  of  the  case  in  the 
though,  by  the  way,  the  Edinburgh  House  of  Lords,  our  learned  opponent 
Encyclopaedia  represents  him  as  having  has  fallen  into  several  important  mis- 
been  Professor  in  the  University  of  takes.  The  charter  of  King's  College, 
Edinburgh  as  early  as  1725),  has,  so  Aberdeen,  requires  the  professor  of 
far  as  we  have  yet  been  able  to  discern,  civil  law  to  be  a  Doctor  in  that  faculty, 
no  very  obvious  or  important  bearing  if  such  persons  can  conveniently  {com* 
on  the  question  before  us  :  seeing  that  modS)  be  had ;  otherwise,  a  licentiate 
the  interpretation  of  charters  and  the  cum  rigore  examinis,  who  is  to  take  the 
definition  of  legal  rights,  have  never  degree  of  Doctor  within  a  year.  The 
formed  the  peculiar  province  of  the  office  being  vacant,  Catanach,  an 
Newtonian  philosophy.  Now  we  would  Aberdeen  advocate,  holding  a  diploma 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  quotation  of  LL.D.  from  Marischal  College,  had 
of  a  few  instances  of  graduation  in  a  majority  of  votes;  Gordon,  of  the 
theology,  law,  or  medicine,  prior  to  Scotch  bar  (not  claiming  to  be  a  gradu- 
the  date  assigned  by  us,  would  have  ate  in  Law),  had  the  remainder.  Gor- 
met  our  statement  much  more  appo-  don  contended  that  he,  having  passed 
sitely.  an  examination  for  the  bar,  came  within 

Again,  it' is    inaccurate  to    repre-  the  description  of  a  licentiate  etcm  ri^rore 

sent    us    as   having    said    "  that    in  examiniSf  and  that  the  votes  for  his  op- 

Marischal  College  no   provision  was  ponent  were  thrown  away : — ^the  latter 

made     for    theological     instruction."  being  no  licentiate  cum  rigore  examinis, 

We  said  that  it  was  created  **  with-  as  never  having  been  examined,  and  no 

out  any  faculty  of  theology,  of  law,  doctor,  as  possessing  only  a  Marischal 

or  of   medicine"  —  a  very  different  College  degree; — and, consequently, not 

statement,  and  quite  consistent  with  duly  qualified.    The  Scotch  courts  de- 

the    fact   that   the    principal    is   re-  cided  in  fevour  of  Gordon;    but  the 

quired  by  the  charter  to  lecture  on  House  of  Lords  foundthat  Catanach  was 

sacred  literature  for  one  hour  once  a  qualified,  and  had  been  duly  elected. 

692.— xxvii.  3  K 
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The  decision  did  not  touch  the  ques-  the  late  Royal  Commissionera  do,  in< 
tion^as  to  the  validity  of  his  degree,  as  deed,  adopt  the  phraseology  which  has 
that  point  did  not  afTect  the  real  me-  of  recent  years  become  current  on  this 
rits  of  the  casei  the  preference  given  to  subject.  But  a  Report  cannot  confer 
doctors  by  the  charter  being  quite  dis-  on  any  institution  a  character  which 
cretionary —  but  it  proceeded  on  one  of  did  not  belong  to  it  before.  Against 
the  two  follo¥idng  grounds  :  either  that  the  crown  no  right  can  be  established 
the  whole  status  of  licentiate  in  civil  by  the  wording  of  documents,  the  re- 
law  having  fallen  into  desuetude,  any  ports  of  conmussions,  or  any  thing  but 
one  was  eligible  ;  or  that  Catanach,  direct  grant,  evidenced  by  charter  or 
being  a  member  of  the  learned  body  by  immemorial  custom*  As,  however, 
of  the  advocates  of  Aberdeen,  came  Professor  Clark  refers  to  the  proceed* 
within  the  description  of  licentiate,  and  ings  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  on 
because  a  year  after  the  appointment  is  this  subject,  let  us,  for  his  satisfection, 
allowed  for  obtaining  the  degree.  Cer-  refer  him  to  the  evidence  given  before 
tain  it  is  that  Aberdeen  advocates,  them  in  October  1837,  by  Dr.  Fleming, 
having  no  degree  of  LL.D.  from  any  the  distinguished  naturalist,  a  professor 
college  whatever,  have  since  been  in  King's  College.  In  that  evidence, 
elected  to  the  office  without  question.  the  very  opinion  which  we  lately  infi- 
ll is  not  quite  accurate  to  say  that  mated  was  most  fully  and  emphatically 
the  professor  of  law,  or  the  Principal,  expressed,  and  the  historical  facta, 
of  King's  College,  must  be  doctors  in  upon  which  it  is  grounded,  were  set 
their  several  faculties.  The  clause  in  forth.  The  statement  was  made  in  tlie 
the  charter,  which  prescribes  gradua-  presence  of  the  Principal,  the  Dean,  or 
tion  within  a  year,  is  merely  directory;  .late  Dean,  of  Faculty,  and  the  Rector, 
it  ouglU,  no  doubt,  to  be  complied  or  late  Rector,  of  Marischal  College, 
with,  but  the  election  is  not  made  void  all  being  Royal  Commissioners.  It  has 
by  non-compliance.  But  suppose  the  been  laid  before  the  Queen,  and  befon; 
members  of  King's  College  to  have  Parliament  j  it  has  been  printed  and 
acquiesced  in  what  Marischal  College  published;  and  yet  up  to  this  time  it 
has  done  \  how  does  that  strengthen  remains  unanswered,  either  by  any 
Professor  Clark's  position?  If,  indeed,  counter-evidence,  or,  so  far  as  we  arc 
King's  College  has  suffered  Marischal  informed,  by  any  attempt  at  argumen- 
College  to  do  something  by  which  tative  refutation.  How  is  this?  If 
King's  College  alone  was  injured,  and  the  statement  is  inaccurate,  and  is  so 
which  it  alone  had  a  right  to  concede  offensive  to  Professor  Claik,  who  shows 
or  to  withhold,  the  acquiescence  of  that  a  warm  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  learned 
body  might  be  an  important  element  body  to  which  he  belongs,— why  has 
of  diacussion.  So  if  Marischal  College  he  not  taken  up  the  gauntlet  thrown 
had  wrongfully  detained,  for  the  last  down  by  Dr.  Fleming?  why,  after 
hundred  years,  any  property  —  say  slumbering  upon  the  wrongs  of  his 
books — belonging  to  King's  College,  College  for  three  years  and  a  half,  has 
then  the  latter  body  would  lose  its  he  come  forth  against  us  with  so  much 
legal  remedy  by  acquiescence,  however  spirit  and  alacrity  ?  Can  it  be  that  he, 
its  moral  claim  to  restitution  might  be  too,  has  found  it  **  expedient  to  seek  an 
regarded.  But  it  is  as  against  the  audience  among  strangers"  ?  May  Dr. 
crown  and  the  public,  not  as  against  Fleming  take  from  Marischal  College* 
any  other  college,  that  Marischal  Col-  the  very  name  of  university,  and  may 
lege  claims  this  right.    The  Reports  of  wc  not  look  over  its  charter  ? 
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We  here  take  leave' of  ProfesaorClai'k;  when  no   contraction  was  present.     The 

but  should  it  appear  that  any  important  temperature  wbb  permanenUy  Wgher,  below 

1                 .          .,       t^-».L              ^  than  above  the  diseased  part,  the  ditferenee 

charter  exists  with  which  we  have  not  amounting  to  about   four    degrees.     The 

been  made  acquaintedi  we   shall    be  nrine  was  permanently  alkaline,  but  free 

glad  to  publish  it,  and  to  give  it  our  f«>«.  «««?"  or  albumen.    Nutrition  waa 

^               . ,        .                        °  impaired  m  the  uaual  manner  below  the 

best  consideration,  disease,  so  that  there  was  a  disposition  to 

— —  ^jjg  formation  of  sloughs  on  any  parts  ex- 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  ft  CHIRUROICAL  posed  to  pressure. 

SOCIETY.  ^^  ^  these  cases,  as  has  been  before 

'     ..  ^  remarked,  the  malignant  disease  of  the  spine 

Tuesday,  February  03, 1840.  ^^  consecutive  upon  cancer  of  the  breast : 

Bow.  Stanlbt,  Esa.  Viob-Pbjisidbnt,  and  there  seems  strong  reason  to  believe 

lit  TBS  cuAitu  that,  although  medullary  and  fungous  tumors 

■  -  -  not  unfirequently  originate  in  bone,  ordinary 

Catea  of  Omcenhu  or  Malignani  DiHa»e  canoer,  or  sdrrhus,  is,  at  least,  very  rare 

ff  tke  Spmttl  Column :  with  Bemarkt.  without  preceding    cancer  of  some  other 

By  CiKSAR  Hawkins,  Surgeon  to  St,  tissue. 

George's  Hospital.  The  author  condudes  with  some  highly 

THEauthorisinducedtolaybeforethesodety  important  general    observations  upon  the 

the  four  cases,  the  particulare  of  which  are  appearances  eUcited  by  dissection  m   the 

detailed  in  his  pepcr,  from  a  beHef  that  the  cases  detaUed ;  and  many  valuable  prepara- 

fact  of  maHgnant  disease  occasionaUy  affect-  tions  of  the  diseased  parts  were  shewn  to 

ing  the  bones  of  the  spfaie  has  nqt  been  the  meetiijg. 

Bufficiently  dwelt  upon  by  previous  writers.  -^    .  ^ ..                 ,    ,     ,.              _*  ^v 

There  is  no  other  peculiarity  in  these  cases  I>r.  Addison  remarked,  that  some  of  the 

than  such  as  arises  from  the  locaUty  m  which  cases  related  in  the  author's  paper  were  con- 

the  disease  occurs,  as  the  alteration  mani-  firmatory  of  the  opinion  which  he  had  ad- 

fested    by  the  bony  structure    is    closely  vanced  in  a  discussion  on  a  previous  even- 

analogous  to  that  described  by  two  feUow*  ing»  respecting  the  diagnosis  of  affections  in, 

of  the  society— Mr.  Salter,  of  Poole,  and  and  in  the  neighbourhood   of,   the  spinal 

Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  in  the  15th  and  17th  cord;  namely,  that  whenever  there  was  ac- 

volumcs  of  the  Society's  Transactions,  res-  tual  paralysis,  whether  loss  of  sensation,  or 

pectivcly.    But  though  the  morbid  structure  impaired  power  of  motion  below  the  seat  of 

is  the  same  in  the  several  instances,  and  injury,   then  it  might  be  anticipated  there 

though  the  disease  first  manifested  itself  in  was  disease  of  the  spinal  cord  itself;  but 

each  in  the  form  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  the  that  where  the  symptoms  were  chiefly  those 

train  of  pathological  symptoms  in  the  cases  of  spasm  or  pain  in  the  same  parts,  then  it 

related  by  the  author  were  extremely  pecuUmr  was  probable  the  disease  chiefly  or  exclu- 

and  striking— illustrative  of  the  physiology  nvely  involved  the  membranes  surrounding 

of  the  spinal  marrow.     Thus,  in  one  of  these  the  cord,   and  excited  irritation  in  them, 

mstances,    although   voluntary  power  was  This  beUef  was  esi^nally  confirmed  by  that 

suspended  in  every  muscle  of  the  Kmbs,  case  in  which  the  disease  of  the  vertebral 

loins,  and  abdomen,  as  well  as  in  the  sphine-  column  extending,  had  produced  ulceration 

ters  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  many  of  of  the  dura  mater  of  the  cord,  and  in  which 

those  muscles  were,  nevertheless,  in  a  con-  the  patient  had  suffered  from  very  painful 

stant  state  of  tonic  spasm  ;  while  there  were  spasms  of  the  lower  extremities, 

also,   occasionally,   convulsive    or    chronic  Mr.  Hawkins  said  the  case  Dr.  Addison 

spasms  in  the  same  or  other  muscles  of  the  had  aUuded  to  was  not  to  be  described  «s 

limbs  or  abdomen.     The  abdominal  muscles  ulceration  of  the  dura  mater  ;  it  was  rather 

were  so  permanently  contracted  as  to  curve  a  degeneration  and  softening  of  it,  by  com- 

the  body  forwards,  and  present  rigid  masses  munication  of  the  disease  from  the  a4jaeent 

to  the  fingers,  the  pressure  of  which  in-  parts,  which  was  foUowed  by  perforation 

creased  their  hardness.     The  legs  could  be  ©fit.                        ,.  ^    .,._.•.  . 

extended  with  very   Uttle  rcristanoo,   and  Dr.  Addison  rephed,  that  whatever  were 

would  be  flaccid  for  a  few  seconds,  after  the  nature  of  the  disease  of  the  dura  mater, 

which  they  would  suddenly  be  drawn  up  H  was  plain  from  the  appwances  (especiaUy 

again,  with  a  feeUng  of  excruciating  pain,  the  mcreased  vascularity)   that    were    de- 

^ibility  to  external  impressions  was  en-  scribed  as  accompanying    it,    that   it  was 

tirely  lost  in  every  point  below  the  buck,  so  connected  with  some  kind  of  nmtation  of  Uie 

that  the  patient  could  not  feel  smart  pinch-  membranes,  and  that  the  case  was  tharefore 

ing  or  pricking ;  while  in  every  part  violent  confirmatory  of  the  opmion  he  had  ahready 

pain  waa  caused  by  spasm,  either  spontaneous  «*P^^*^' ^  ,   .  ^      .^   ,   ,  ^,.    u- .    • 

or  excited,  and  sometimes  occurred  even  Mr.  Amott  briefly  detailed  the  histories 
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of  three  cases  of  malignant  disease  of  the  his  future  life.    A  boy  was  thrown  from  « 

▼ertebral  colnmns,  which  he  had  witnessed  waggon,  and  the  accident  happened  in  such 

at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,   or  in   private  a  way  as  to  cause  a  laceration  of  the  femoral 

practice.  artery.     Some  other  boys  who  were  present 

Dr.  Bums  also  related  a  case  of  tuber-  were  stricken  with  horror  at  the  sight  of  a 

cular  disease  of  the  same  kind  and  seat,  and  torrent  of  blood  flowing  fhim  the  wounded 

said  that  his  experience  did  not  accord  with  vessel,  and  ran  away.     Young  Astley  alone 

that  of  Dr.  Addison.  remained,  and  had  sufficient  presence    of 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Stanley  and  mind  to  tie  a  handkerchief  round  the  thigh, 

Mr.  Hawkins  the  Society  adjourned.  ao  as  to  stop  the  haemorrhage  until  the 

Previous  to  the  reading  of  the  paper  the  arrival  of  a  more  experienced  artist.     En- 

President  announced  that  there  were  .nine  joying  the  credit  which  he  obtained  by  this 

vacancies  in  the  list  of  Honorary  Members,  exploit,  he  declared  that  he  would  be  a  sur- 

and  that  to  fill  these,  the  Council  proposed  geon ;  and  hisfether,  taking  him  at  his  word, 

to  the  Society — Sir  J.  F.  W.  Herschel,  the  sent   him  shortly    afterwutls    to   London, 

Rev.  W.  WheweU,  Robert  Brown,   Esq.,  placing  him  under  the  late  Mr.  Cline  as  a 

W.  T.  Brande,  Esq.,  M.  Andral,  M.  Louis,  private  pupil.     At  that  time  of  day  a  most 

M.   Magendie,    Professor   Ehr^iberg,   and  absurd  custom  prevailed  of  sending  boys  to 

Professor  MuUer.     It  was  also  announced  begin  the  study  of  surgery  at  the  eariy  age 

that  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years ;  as  if  a  good  gme- 

wuuld  be  held  on  Monday,  the  1st  of  March,  ral  education  was  of  no  value,  and  as  if  there 

at  3  o'clock.  was  something  in  the  surgical  profession 

^^   .„ ^-«-«  «,«„.•«<.  «•  which  none  but  a  youth  could  learn.     In 

OFFICERS    AND  OTHBK   MEMBK&8   OF  *    j.i      »  *i.  i      ^  

COUNCIL  FOR  THE  TEAK  1841-2  ^^^^^  Astlcy's  cssc  the  usual  consequences 

COUNCIL  FOR  THE  TEAR  1841-^.  ensued.     His  early  studies  were  interrupted, 

Pretident — Robert  Williams,  Kl.D.  and  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  his  being 

Viee-PreridenU — J.  Clendinning,  M.D. ;  in  London  were  employed  to  no  good  pur- 
Charles  Locock,  M.D.  *  James  M.  Amott,  pose.  It  appears,  however,  that  Mr.  Cline 
Esq. ;  Frederick  C.  Skey,  Esq.  F.R.S.  discovered  sometl^ng  in  his  idle  pupil  which 

Treasurera — Samuel   Merriman,   M.D. ;  led  him  to  expect  that  he  would  turn  out 

CKsar  H.  Hawkins,  Esq.  well  ultimately  ;  for,  in  the  course  of  time. 

Secretaries— ThoB.  Mayo,  M  J>.  F.R.S. ;  he  gave  him  to  understand  that  if  he  could 

John  0.  Perry,  Esq.  qualify  himself  for  the  task,  he  would  give 

Librariatu — Robert  Willis,  M.D.  \  Ben-  him  the  opportunity  of  beginning  to  teach 

jamin  Phillips,  Esq.  F.R.S.  anatomy  as  a  demonstrator  in  the  dissectii]^ 

Other   Members   of   Council  —  George  room  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.     From  this 

Darling,  M.D. ;  Marshall  Hall, M.D.  F.R.S.;  time  the  young  man  became  an  altered  per- 

James  Johnson,  M.D. ;  G.  Hamilton  Roe,  son,  and  his  careless  and  desultory  habits 

M.D. ;  Thomas  Watson,  M.D. ;  Sir  Ben-  were  exchanged  for  a  degree  of  zeal  and  in- 

jamin  C.  Brodie,  Bart.  F.R.S. ;  Benjamin  dustry  which  could  not  be  surpassed,  and 

Brookes,  Esq. ;  Robert  Listen,  Esq. ;  R.  A.  which  he  retained  to  the  latest  period  of  Ins 

Stafford,  Esq. ;  J.  C.  Taunton,  Esq.  existence. 

In  the  year   1796,  being  then   twenty. 

,  eight  years  of  age,  with  the  sanction  of  lus 

EXTRACT  FROM  SIR  B.  BR0DIE»8  SPEECH  ^^^     ^^    ^       ^^  ,,^^  ^  deUvcr  IcC 

AT  THE  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING.  ^^  ^^    ^^^         g^^^   prCVioUSly    St- 

Eulogium  on  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  tended  those  of  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  he 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  the  fourth  son  of  conceived    that    he    could    follow    in    the 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,   who  was  rector  of  steps  of  that  great  genius,  whose  object  it 

Yarmouth,    in   Norfolk,   and  otherwise    a  was  to  teach,  not  so  much  the  details  of 

gentleman  of   independent    fortune.      Dr.  practice,  as  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 

Cooper  conducted  the  education  of  his  sons  prmciples  of  pathology  and  surgery.     But 

in  his  own  house,  and  Mr.  Vince,  who  was  he  mistook  his  talent,  and  his  class  soon 

afterwards  well  known  as  Professor  of  Ma-  began  to  desert  the  theatre  in  which  he 

thematics  in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  lectured.     This,  however,   only  led  to  the 

was  one  of  those  who  assisted  him  in  this  (Hsplay   of  another    talent,   for    which  he 

undertaking  in  the  capacity  of  private  tutor,  was  remarkable  during  his  whole  life.     No 

It  appears  that  his  son  Astley,  at  this  period,  one  could  discover  sooner  than  himself  what 

displayed  none  of  that  disposition  to  industry  he  was  fit  for,  and  what  he  was  not.     He 

which  was  afterwards  so  remarkable  a  feature  never  allowed  his  vanity  to  mislead  him  on 

in  his  character ;   being  more  distinguished  this  point ;  and  he  never  persisted  in  doing 

as  a  lad  of  spirit  and  enterprise  than  he  was  that  for  which  he  found  that  he  was  not  well 

for  his  love  of  learning.     When  he  was  about  qualified  by  nature.     On  this  occasion   he 

sixteen  years  of  age  an  accidental  circum-  was  not  wanting,   and  soon  corrected  the 

stance  occurred,  which  determined  the  lot  of  error  which  he  had  committed.     He  altered 
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has  system  of  Instruction.  He  brought  his  existed  in  combination,  each  tending  to  ez- 
notes  of  cases  from  the  hospital,  and  com-  alt  the  other.  Even  up  to  the  time  of  liis 
mnnicated  to  hia  pupils  the  facts  which  he  last  illness  he  was  in  the  habit  of  rising  at 
had  collected  and  arranged.  His  discourses,  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was 
fiill  of  important  practical  knowledge,  became  generally  engaged  in  some  anatomical  or  pa- 
valuable  and  attractiye :  his  ckss  increased,  thological  dissections  for  two  or  three  hours 
and  he  soon  became  one  of  the  most  popular  before  he  began  what  others  would  have 
and  influential  lecturers  of  his  day.  regarded  as  the  first  business  of  the  day.  He 

In  the  year  1800,  his  uncle  having  resigned  was  never  without  occupation,  and  having 

the  office  of  Surgeon  to  Guy*s  Hospital,  he  no  desultory  habits,  he  persevered  steadily  in 

was  elected  to  succeed  him.     He  had  now  any  investigation  that  he  had  bqpm  until  he 

every    opportunity   of  advancement   which  had  completed  it,  as  far  as  it  was  in  hia 

could  be  derived  from  circumstances,  inde-  power  to  do  so.  •  A  strong  physical  frame 

pendent  of  his  own  character  and  conduct.  afiTorded  him  peculiar  facilities  of  labour ; 

His  career  as  a  hospital    surgeon  is  well  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  his  exertions  were 

known  to  all  of  those  whom  I  now  address,  at  one  period  beyond  his  powers ;  and  he 

You  also  know    the    important  additions  informed  me,  not  long  since,  that  during  a 

which  he  made  to  surgical  literature,   and  great  part  of  the  time  when  he  was  engaged 

the  success  which  his  very  extended  reputa-  in  extensive  practice,  he  was  subject  to  at- 

tion  obtained  for  him  in  private  practice :  tacks  of  vertigo.     One  of  theae,  more  severe 

and  I  feel  that  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  than  usual,  occurred  in  the  year  1824,  at- 

occupy  your  time  with  the  details  of  facts  tended  with  a  slow  and  intermitting  pulse, 

with  which  you  are  already  well  acquainted,  On  one  occasion  his  limbs  gave  way  under 

and  which,  in  one  way  or  another,  have  been  him,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground.     In  the  year 

brought  so  repeatedly  before  the  public.  1827  he  had  a  fever  of  an  intermitting  Idnd, 

If  it  be  generally  interesting  to  study  the  attended  with  great  general  debility,  and  loss 

character  of  those,  who,  by  the  exercise  of  of  power  over  the  muscles  of  one  arm,  so 

their  own  talents,  have  raised  themselves  to  that  he  could  with  difficulty  raise  any  thing 

a  conspicuous  station  in  society,  it  is  so  to  his  mouth.    This  alarmed  him  greatly; 

more  especially  on  an  occasion  like  the  pre-  and  seems  to  have  been  the  immediate  cause 

sent,  where  the  individual  has  been  one  with  of  his  temporary  retirement  from  his  profes- 

whom  we  have  ourselves  associated ;  whose  sion.     He  afterwards  had  a  fit  of  the  gout, 

early  hopes  and  aspirations  were  similar  to  which,  combined  with  the  repose  of  a  country 

our  own  ;  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  same  life,  relieved  his  other  symptoms, 
pursuits,  and  partaken  of  the  same  anxieties         It  must  be  acknowledged  that  we  find  in 

and  gratifications  with  ourselves.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  but  little  of  that  inventive 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  Sir  Astley  Coo-  and  discursive  faculty  which  analyses,  com- 
per,  the  first  thing  that  attracts  our  notice  is  bines,  and  abstracts ;  which  perceives  and 
the  perfect  devotion  with  which  he  followed  realises  remote  relations  and  analogies ;  and 
the  science  of  his  profession  from  the  very  to  which  we  must  attribute  the  exploits  of 
beginning  to  the  very  end  of  his  career.  No  genius,  whether  it  be  in  poetry  or  science, 
other  pursuit  stood  in  competition  with  it,  It  must  also  be  acknowledged  that,  for  the 
and  we  cannot  doubt  that  his  attachment  to  most  part,  he  thought  too  rapidly  for  strict 
it  was  genuine — that  he  loved  it  for  its  own  philosophical  induction,  and  that  he  was  apt 
sake,  without  reference  to  it  as  an  instrument  to  draw  a  general  conclusion,  even  from  a 
for  amassing  a  fortune,  or  acquiring  distinc-  single  instance,  which  nothing  but  an  abun- 
tion  or  importance  in  tiie  world.  Some  years  dant  evidence  could  justify.  In  truth,  the 
ago,  when  his  health  was  suffering  from  construction  of  his  mind  was  such  that  it 
severe  mental  and  bodily  exertions  continued  was  less  fitted  to  deal  with  principles  than  it 
during  a  long  series  of  years,  he  retired  to  was  to  deal  with  facts ;  but  in  this  last  respect 
lead  the  life  of  a  country  gentleman  on  hia  I  have  scarcely  known  his  equal.  He  was  a 
own  estate,  in  Hertfordshire ;  but  the  ex-  minute  and  accurate  observer,  and  his  per- 
periment  fkiled,  and  in  less  than  a  year  he  ception  of  facts  was  so  vivid,  and  the  atten- 
was  compelled,  by  the  want  of  interest  in  tion  which  he  bestowed  on  them  was  so 
other  objects,  to  return  to  his  old  employ-  great,  that  almost  every  thing  of  any  im- 
ment.  No  alteration  took  place  in  this  portance,  which  he  had  ever  witnessed,  re- 
respect  as  he  advanced  in  years,  and  the  mained  indelibly  impressed  in  his  memory, 
additions  which  he  made  to  Ms  anatomical  Many  who  are  now  present  can  testify  to  the 
museum,  and  his  work  on  the  structure  truth  of  this  observation,  and  will  well  re- 
of  the  female  breast,  bear  honourable  member  with  what  facility,  when  a  remark- 
testimony  to  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  able  case  was  presented  to  him,  he  could 
latest  period  of  his  life.  Zeal  may  ex-  draw  from  the  fimd  of  his  vast  experience, 
ist  without  industry,  as  there  may  be  describing  some  cases  exactly  like  it  which 
industry  where  there  is  little  zeal ;  but  he  had  seen  many  years  before,  and  others 
in  Sir  Astley  Cooper  these  two  qualitiefl  resembling  it  in  some  respects,  and  diifering 
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from  it  in  others.  He  was  serairaloasly  that  kind  of  knowledge  to  wluch  this  appeOa- 
exact  in  all  his  statements,  and  no  one  conld  tion  is  so  frequency  miaappUed, — Ibonded  on 
be  more  free  than  he  was  from  that  weakness  a  quick  perception  of  the  weak  points  of  the 
to  which  eTcn  some  honest  persons  are  liable,  nunds  of  other  men,  by  meana  of  which 
who  make  themfeWes  believe  that  ficts  are  individuals  of  small  capacity  are  enabled  to 
different  from  what  they  are,  when  it  so  gain  an  ascendancy  OTer  tiioee  whose  in- 
happens  that  they  do  not  precisely  suit  their  teilects  are  superior  to  their  own, — but  a 
preconceived  opinions.  dear  and  ready  insight  into  the  whole  of  the 
At  one  period  of  his  life  Sir  Astley  Cooper  human  character,  a  knowledge  of  the  qualities 
was  much  engaged  in  operatiTC  surgery,  and  of  the  mind  generally,  and  of  the  motivea  by 
an  opinion  has  prevailed  with  many  out  of  which  the  actions  of  mankind  are  regnlated* 
the  medical  profession,  that  skill  in  perform-  There  is  one  other  point  in  Sir  Astley 
ing  operations  was  the  greatest  talent  which  Cooper's  character  which  it  ooeurs  to  me  to 
he  possessed.  Some  of  the  absurd  and  notice  before  I  quit  the  subject,  and  I  do  so 
vulgar,  and,  for  the  most  part,  unfounded  merely  because  it  gives  me  the  opportunity 
anecdotea  which  have  been  published  since  of  contradicttng  some  most  false  and  hgo- 
his  death,  are  calculated  to  give  countenance  rious  statements  which  hsTe  been  lately  put 
to  this  opinion.  But  I  need  not  teU  the  forth  respecting  him.  Altbou^  he  dertred 
Fellows  of  this  Society  bow  great  an  injustice  from  his  practice  a  larger  income  than  vraa 
this  is  to  the  memory  of  our  late  associate,  ever  obtained  by  any  other  person,  either  in 
It  is  very  probable  that,  as  a  young  man,  the  medical  profession  or  in  any  other,  he 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  might  hare  been  highly  never  exhibited  in  his  profession  any  thing 
gratiiied  by  the  merit  which  he  obtained  as  approaching  to  the  vice  of  sTarioe.  He  was 
an  operatixig  surgeon,  at  a  time  when  he  had  in  the  greatest  degree  liberal,  and  apparently 
not  yet  had  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  careless  as  to  the  remunerstions  whi«di  he  re- 
higher  and  more  substantial  reputation,  oetved.  I  say  this  with  the  utmost  oonfi- 
Many,  however,  have  been  his  equals,  and  denoe,  having  never  known  nor  heard  of  a 
even  his  superiors,  in  this  respect ;  and  the  single  instance  to  the  contrary  during  ny 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held  among  those  long  acquaintance  with  him. 

who  had  a  right  to  judge  of  his  attainments, 

is  to  be  attributed  to  his  intimate  knowledge 

ofthehistory  and  progress  of  disease,  and  to  CLINICAL    LECTURE, 

The  time  may  even  arrive  when  it  will  be  February  23. 1841, 

forgotten  whether  he  was  or  was  not  expert  By  Samubl  Coopxe, 

in  the  performance  of  operations ;  but  his  Senior  Sorgeon  to  the  Hospital,  ftc. 

published  works  will  remain  as  long  as  sur-  

gery  is  cultivated,  and  especially  the  treatises 

on  Hernia  and  Dislocations— replete  with  im-  G«ntlbiixn,— Having  vrithm  the  last  few 
portant  facts,  and  containing  the  clearest  rules  days  lectured  in  the  College  upon  Injuries, 
of  diagnosis  —  will  transmit  his  name  to  of  the  Head,  I  consider  it  advantageous  to 
posterity  with  those  of  Sydenham  and  Hunter,  you,  that  any  cases  in  the  Hospital,  illustra. 
as  a  benefactor  to  the  human  race.  tive  of  this  difficult,  but  most  interesting 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  enjoyed  an  unusual  subject,  should  now  be  noticed,  and  corn- 
degree  ofpopularity  for  a  long  series  of  years,  mented  upon.  The  doctrines  taught  over 
especially  among  the  members  of  his  own  the  way  are  thus  put,  as  it  were,  to  the  test 
profession,  and  more  than  his  character  as  a  of  experience ;  and  the  instruction  given  in 
surgeon,  however  high  it  may  have  stood,  the  College,  is  here  in  the  Hospital  illustrated, 
can  easily  explain.  He  owed  much  of  this  corrected,  or  extended.  In  the  hope,  then, 
to  his  moral  qualities.  He  was  considerate  of  rendering  your  views  of  certain  poinU 
towards  other  practitioners ;  always  ready  to  relative  to  injuries  of  the  skull  and  brain, 
communicate  whatever  information  he  pos-  more  accurate,  I  invite  your  attention  to  the 
sessed  in  a  simple  and  familiar  manner ;  and  following  cases  and  observations, 
he  never  attempted  to  obtain  credit  for  him-  ^  _  ,,.  ^iir  ^*ji  i_»f 
self  at  the  expense  of  a  fellow-labourer.  In  Case  I.-^nc/iirey  Me  boMe  of  the  Mi, 
his  intercourse  with  others  he  was  easentiaUy  «»^  «/  ^^^^  5'*^*^?  audrtbs,  followed  b, 
kind-hearted,  and  he  possessed  that  degree  extravatation  and  death. 
of  cheerfulness  which  made  him  acceptable  to  Clay  Weymer,  set.  45,  admitted  under  Mr. 
every  one  whom  he  met,  and  without  which  Quain,  Dec.  4th,'  about  6  in  the  afternoon, 
it  is  so  difficult,  and  I  may  say  impossible,  for  an  accidental  fall  from  a  van  on  his 
to  obtain  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  other  right  shoulder,  and  the  right  side  of  his  head, 
men.  He  possessed  another  great  advantage  He  wasstunned,  but  soon  recovered  bissenses* 
in  having  no  small  degree  of  practical  know-  Directly  after  bis  entrance  to  the  hospital  he 
ledge  of  human  nature.    By  this  1  mean  not  was  capable  of  walking  across  the  room  with 
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a  li^  uristonoe.     When  Baited  he  inclined     were  found  two  imaU  eochymoaes  orspote  of 
hifl  head  towards  the  right    shoulder,   and    extravaaated  blood. 

aapported  his  arm  on  his  knee,  but  was  quite  The  fracture  being  now  further  examined, 
incapable  of  raumg  it  to  hU  head-~<:ircttm.  was  observed  to  extend  through  the  roof  of 
stances  usual  in  fractures  of  the  clavicle.  A  the  tympanum  and  petrous  portion  of  the 
small  quantity  of  blood  trickled  from  the  temporal  bone,  to  the  carotid  canal,  and 
external  meatus  auditorius.  He  complained  within  the  latter  bone,  and  the  mastoid 
of  pam  on  the  right  side  of  the  head  extend-  cells,  blood  was  also  effused.  The  dura  mater 
ing  to  the  forehead ,  andof  pain  about  the  right    was  not  torn. 

shoulder.  He  felt  a  slight  giddiness,  and  On  the  left  side  three  ounces  of  blood  were 
some  xuiusea,  but  his  understanding  was  lodged  between  the  dura  mater  and  the 
ummpaired;  his  sensation  free;  his  surface  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  in 
moderately  warm,  though  he  comphuned  of  which  there  was  likewise  extravawtion.  The 
chiUiness ;  his  pulse  quick  and  regular,  fracture  of  the  daride  was  comminuted, 
but  not  full;  pupils  slightly  contracted,  but  and  the  second  and  third  ribs  of  the  right 
the  iris  very  moveable  under  the  influence  of  aide  broken, 
the  light. 

No. fracture  of  the  skull  could  be  detected,  Obssrvatxons. — A  good  example  of  the 
nor  was  th^e  any  swdling  or  ecchymosis  of  subsidence  of  the  first  effects  of  concussion ; 
the  scalp  ;  but  a  fracture  of  the  davicle,  the  return  of  the  mental  faculties  afterwards 
about  an  inch  from  the  acromial  end,  was  ^or  a  short  time,  which  amendment  was  soon 
found  to  have  happened  ;  the  inner  fragment  permanently  interrupted,  and  the  patient 
being  thrust  upwards  and  backwards  beneath  destroyed  by  the  continuance  of  the  hccmor- 
the  trapezius.  rhage  from  the  torn  branch  of  the  middle 

The  fracture  of  the  elavide  having  been  meningeal  artery  on  the  right  side,  and  also 
adjusted  in  the  usual  manner,  the  patient  was  ^™  other  sources  at  the  points  specified,  so  as 
put  to  bed :  bottles  of  warm  water  were  ^^  length  to  cause  a  vast  extravasation  at- 
applied  to  his  feet,  and  some  mild  stimulant  tended  with  a  fatal  degree  of  pressure.  The 
was  to  be  given  him,  if  symptoms  of  collapse  situation  of  a  good  deal  or  the  blood  at 
came  on.  the  base  of  the  skull  would  e\Hdently  have 

Soon  after  he  had  been  placed  in  bed,  he  rendered  trephining  useless.  The  fracture 
vomited  two  or  three  times,  and  then  seemed  At  the  base  of  the  skull,  and  the  spots  of 
more  comfortable  ;  but  about  8  o'clock,  three  blood  effused  in  the  middle  lobe  of  the  left 
hours  afterwards,  symptoms  of  compression  side,  also  imply  that  the  violence  had  been 
were  observed.  His  breathing  became  labo-  very  considerable.  It  has  sometimes,  indeed, 
rious ;  sensibility  and  voluntary  motion  were  beei\  doubted  whether  a  recovery  ever  fol- 
lost ;  pupils  dilated ;  and  pulse  scarcely  per-  lows  a  fracture  of  the  basis  of  the  skull, 
ceptible.     Shortly  afterwards  he  expired.  My  friend  Mr.  Morton,  however,  has  pointed 

Examination  seventeen  hours  after  death,  out  to  me  the  particulars  of  such  an  occur- 
— A  considerable  quantity  of  blood  had  con-  rence,  as  recorded  by  Mr.  Davies,  of  Hert- 
■  tinned  to  flow  from  the  right  ear.  The  body  ford.  A  man  was  stunned  by  a  fall  on  his 
presented  no  mark  of  violence,  except  a  slight  head,  but  soon  regained  his  senses,  and  no 
ecchymosis  over  the  right  shoulder,  and  the  serious  symptom  having  followed  the  return 
disfigurement  of  it  from  the  fracture  of  the  of  sensibility,  he  was  discharged  on  the 
clavicle.  A  fissure,  the  sides*  of  which  were  eighth  day  after  the  accident, 
in  close  apposition,  and  perfectly  immoveable,  During  the  perfect  insensibility,  which 
was  found  extending  from  an  inch  above  the  lasted  about  an  hour,  there  was  (X>piou8 
lower  edge  of  the  parietal  bone,  through  the  bleeding  from  the  nose  and  ears,  and  the 
squamous  portion  of  the  temporal  to  the  mouth  was  drawn  towards  the  right  side, 
margin  of  the  meatus  auditorius.  Then  deafness  and  hissing  sensations  were 

On  removing  the  calvarium,  the  skull  was     experienced   in    the  left  ear.     The  pupils 
noticed  to  be  everywhere  thin,  with  scarcely     were  natural. 

any  appearance  of  diploe  ;  and  over  the  right  A  few  days  after  the  man  had  left  the 
hemisphere  the  dura  mater  was  extensivdy  infirmary,  the  moudi  was  greatly  distorted, 
detached  from  the  bones,  and  the  interspace  being  pulled  to  the  right  side,  lliere  was 
fiUedup  by  alargecoogulum  of  bright-coloured  no  power  of  action  in  the  muscles  of  the  left 
blood,  amounting  to  between  six  and  seven  side  of  the  face ;  but  the  power  of  feeling 
ounces.  This  had  come  from  one  of  the  remained  equally  on  both  sides  of  it.  A 
large  posterior  branches  of  the  middle  me-  noise  in  the  head,  and  a  discharge  from  the 
ningeal  artery.  The  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  left  ear,  lasted  for  four  months.  The  deaf- 
were  very  turgid  with  fluid  blood.  ness,  which  had  beeiv  at  first  in  the  left  ear. 

In  the  middle  lobe  of  the  brain,  on  the  left     subsided,  and  shifted  to  the  right. 
side,  and  towards  its  inferior  surface,  over         At  the  end  of  five  months  the  man  com- 
tlie  ])etrous  ])ortion  of  the  temporal  bone,     mitted  suicide.     In  the  post-mortem  exami- 
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nation,  the  brain  and  its  membranes  were  Hydr.  CUori4««r.  y .  4tifl  horis.  Hirodines 

found  healthy.     In  the  left  temporal  bone  xz.  ad  tempora;    EmpL  Canthar.    ad 

there  were  the  remains  of  a  fracture  running  nucham. 

obliquely  backwards  and  outwards  between  5th. — At  10  o'clock,  p.m.  attacked  with 

the  squamous  and  petrous  portions,  splitting  convulsions  followed  by  complete  insensi- 

^e  eustachian  canal  ab  far  as  the  tympanum,  bility ;  stertorous  breatUng ;  foaming  at  the 

and  then  extending  further  in  the  direction  mouth;  pulse  130,  Ibll  and  strong;  pupils 

specified.  There  was  also  a  fracture  reaching  dilated,  but  contractile;  feet  oold.     Bled  to 

from  the  tympanum  to  the  groove  of  the  ig  os.     Pulse  fell  to  96.     Patient  remained 

lateral  sinus,  thus  dividing  the  aqueduct  of  stupid,  and  shortly  afterwards  had  another 

Fallopius,  through  which  the  portio  dura  fit,  but  less  severe.     Constipation, 

passes,  and  mjuring  that  nerve ;  so  as  to  ac-  qj    ^igUi,  m  j.  every  hour  till  it  acted ; 

count  for  the  total  loss  of  the   powerof  ^^^   y^    ^  ^  5i„il„  intervals,  and 

motion  on  the  left  side  of  the  face.     The  ^^^^    ^  ^  continued.     Blood  not 

fracture  was  so  imperfectly  umted  that  the  ^^^    ^^^^  cupped, 

broken  parts  of  the  bone  were  separated  ^ .       '        ,     '^'^    ,    .      ^1.     1.*.  *• 

from  one  another  during  the  working  of  the  ^'^'ZmTx  m  ^^er^'^fite^foUow^^ 

stupor  as  before.      Pulse  96,  and  rather  foil 

Cxs.  ll.-Cmeuuion.  probably  with  other    T*.?""''^)'^  Vi&'^w.'^lSSl 
-  ..     .     •         J  y  Z^4 ^jfsx^    tractile,     ratient  feels  cold.     >\  arm  bottiea 

y*^;  Sf    L  ^      '  ^  ^T  «    ^  to  the  feet :  crotoD  oU  to  remove  oonstipidion. 

ia*e  qf  the  ,kuU,  succeeded  byfiU.  j^  ^.^,^^  „.u.-H^  fifteen  fiU,  which 

Michael  Malony,  aged  20,  admitted  under  generally  returned  every  ten  minutes.  Vio* 
Mr.  Quain,  January  3d,  at  two  o'clock,  lent  convulsive  twitches  of  left  arm;  head 
A.M.:  fell  from  a  height  of  eighteen  feet,  and  mouth  drawn  to  this  side;  muscles  of 
through  a  hole  in  a  fire-escape,  directly  upon  the  face  in  violent  action ;  and  a  catching 
the  crown  of  hts  head.  On  his  admission  noise  made  in  breathing, 
blood  was  flowing  from  an  irregular  wound  12  o'clock. — Fits  continue.  Bowels  con- 
of  the  scalp,  and  from  his  right  ear.  He  fined.  Turpentine  enema,  and  sinapisms  to 
was  insensible,  but  could  be  roused  by  phy-  the  calves.  In  one  of  the  fits  the  left  eye 
sical  irritation ;  his  feet  were  cold ;  the  rest  opened  and  shut  with  convulsive  rapidity, 
of  the  surface  of  his  body  was  warm ;  pulse  Distortion  of  mouth ;  convulsive  movement 
very  small  and  compressible ;  the  pupils  of  the  left  arm  and  right  leg. 
were  rather  dilated,  and  the  motion  of  the  Vetpere. — Croton  oil  required  for  the  con- 
iris  sluggish,  though  it  acted  under  the  in-  stipation.  The  convulsions  ceased  about  6 
fluence  of  light.  The  patient  vomited  just  o'clock.  Bowels  more  open ;  urine  passes 
before  he  entered  the  hospital.  The  skull  freely.  Patient  nearly  insensible,  though  he 
was  exposed,  but  without  any  fracture  of  the  makes  efforts  when  he  has  occasion  to  leave 
part  in  view.  His  head  was  shaved,  and  his  bed.  Feet  cold ;  surface  of  body  warm ; 
cloths  dipped  in  cold  water  applied  to  it  and  pulse  86,  and  fuller ;  gums  sore.  Calomel 
the  wound.   Bottles  of  warm  water  were  put  discontinued.* 

to  the  feet,  and  the  patient  was  covered  with        9th. — No  return  of  convulsions,  but  much 

blankets.  the  same  in  other  respects;     mutters  '*oh 

10  o'clock. — Has  been  quiet  during  the  dear !"   occasionally,  and  particulsrly  when 

night,  and  taken  drink  occasionally.     He  is  pressure  is  made  on  the  epigastrium.     Pulse 

peevish  and  irritable  when  roused.    About  small,  80 ;  tongue  not  much  coated.    Ant. 

an  hour  ago  he  was  able  to  get  out  of  bed,  tart,  disicontinued.  Abdomen  to  be  fomented, 
and  empty  his  bladder.     PuLse  90,  weak  and        Intellects  clearer,  and  patient  more  atten* 

compressible;   surface  warm;   stomach  not  tive  to  surrounding  objects ;  pulse  110;  no 

disturbed;  bowels  confined.  more  fits;  epigastrium  tend^. 

Ordered  ten  grains  of  chloride  of  mercury,  Hirud.  xvuj.  ad  epigastrium, 

followed  by  a  dose  of  house  medicine.  13th. — Has  continued  g^dually  to  im- 

. .,       „ ^  .  .      •  *.    •  1.*    -D  »     TA  prove.     Intellects  clearer,  and  less  pain  in 

**T?^!^.r  k'/"""*  "'«''\,^°^  '"•  S.e  head.  P.ti«nt  eats  om^  in  .ba^dn>oe. 

Sr;!!;^.*^  j;„  !    T?Z^PnSn.S^?/  t^e  first  kind  of  food  wuS  he  ha.  takei^ 

S^'l^tTcon^S^Sf  *"^"""°'  Sa"«T   to  his  adn.i»io„.    ex«ptin, 

Venassect.   ad  ^xvj.;     Ol.  Tiglii,  m.  j.  18th.^-Some  improper  food  given  him  by 

Mucil.   5j.   4ti8.   horis  donee  alv.  re-  ijjg  fHends  yesterday  has  brought  on  pain  in 

spondeat.  the  right  side  of  his  head.     His  tongue 

5th.— Bowels  opened  freely.     He  is  now  coated,  and  bowels  confined. 

more  easily  roused,  and  more  sensible:  face  Calomel,  gr.  v.;    Mist.  Salin.  Aperiena 

flushed;  pidse  64,  soft,  and  rather  fuller.  4tis  horis. 
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19th. — Headache  yet  ogBtinniDg,  he  was  the  basis  of  the  brain,  which  canses  extrava- 

bled  ad  S^j.,  and  the  saline  aperient  mixture  sation  of  blood  on  the  surface  of  that  organ, 

continued.  will  frequently  produce  such  convulsions. 

2l8t. — ^Twelve    leeches    applied    to    the  In  our  case,  the  dilated  pupils,  and  some 

temples ;  cold  lotion  to  the  head  continued,  of  the  other  symptoms,  seemed  to  indicate 

Bowels  open ;    wound  healing,   and  bone  the  co-existence  of  a  degree  of  pressure  with 

covered  by  granulations.  concussion ;   and  little  doubt  exists  in  my 

23d.>^Headache  lessened,  but  now  the  mind  respectmg  some  lesion  of  the  basis  of 

patient  has  cough,  with  bronchitis.   Mixture  the  brain.                            , . 

with  SquiUs  and  Yin.  Ipecac,   prescribed.  You  find  also  in  this  case  an  instructive 

and  a  blister  applied  to  the  chest.  example  of  the  long  tendency  to  inflamma- 

24th. — Brondiitis  diminished.     Has  been  tion  and  mischief  in  the  head  after  concus- 

getting  deaf  for  the  last  two  days  in  the  sion,  and  of  the  necessity  of  persisting,  for  a 

right  ear,  from  which  there  is  a  puriform  considerable    time  after    the    accident,   in 

discharge.     Pupil  of  the  right  eye  rather  rigorous  antiphlogistic  treatment,  comprising 

dilated.  general  and  local  bleeding,  actiw  purgatives, 

Hydr.  c.  Crete,  gr.  iv.  ter  die  sumenda.  "  '^  ^'^i^^'  ^^  ^"^^  '^  antiinony. 

Right  ade  of  £ad  to  be  fomented,  and  *^  '^'»'"'"  "^^T^  »'T  u~  j"  *2 

m^tiu  washed  out  «ith  Unt  and  warm  f^  ^  T^'JS^J'^'"^.^  ^  ?"^'  ""^ 

a  most  careful  reduction  of  the  diet. 

^^  ^^*  The  bleeding  from  the  right  ear,  and  some 

%7th. — ^Deafness  and  discharge  from  the  other  parts  of  the  history  of  this  patient, 

ear  dimintshed ;  but  little  pain  in  the  head  would  justify  the  suspicion  of  a  fractui  e  of 

now  felt ;  tongue  cleaner.     Hydr.  c.  Creta  the  base  of  the  skull  as  one  of  the  complies* 

continued.  tions  of  the  accident ;  but  whether  this  has 

February  3d. — Some  return  of  pain  in  the  really  happened  or  not,  we  have  no  means 

right  side  of  the  head.      Uirud.   viij.   ad  at  present  of  ascertaining ;  and  the  convalea* 

tempora.  cent  state  of  the  patient  makes  it  likely  thai 

5th. — Feds  quite  well,  and  sits  up  a  part  no  instruction  on  this  point  from  a  post* 

of  the  day.  mortem  investigation  will  be  afforded. 

8th. — Sat  up  too  long  yesterday,  and  to*  The  following  particulars  of  a  case  which 

day  has  pain  again  on  right  tide  of  head*  was  brought  into  La  Charity,  at  Paris,  and 

Uirud.  xij.  ad  temp.  under  the  care  of  my  distinguished  corres- 

Bowels  open.    Powders  continued,  as  well  pondent  M.  Velpeau,  I  have  been  favoured 

as  lot.  plumbi  acet.  for  ear.  with  by  my  friend  and  pupil  Mr.  Morton. 

18th. — Going  on  well.     Pulse  natural;  As  they  may   throw    useful    light  on  the 

tongue  clean;  no  pain  in  the  head.             *  diagnosis  of  fractures  of   the  base  of  the 

skull,  I  avail  mysdf   of  that  gentleman's 

Obs. — ^This  case  gives  you  a  good  illus-  permission  to  bring  them  under  your  oonai- 

tration  of  certain  effects  sometimes  arising  deration. 
f)rom  concussion  of  the  brain,  and  probably 

other  lesions  with  it,  forming  what  may  be  Cask  III.— Injury  of  the  head— Fracture 
termed  a  mixed  case.  The  numerous  fits  of  »/  '*«  *««  ^if  '*«  '^^l' 
convulsions,  somewhat  resembling  those  of  July  25,  1837. — Louis  Jacques,  at.  50, 
epilepsy,  which  attacked  the  patient,  must  was  received  into  La  Charite  on  account  of 
have  attracted  your  attention.  Sir  Benjamin  injuries  sustained  by  falling  from  a  height  of 
Brodie  has  particularly  adverted  to  them  as  three  stories.  At  the  time  he  lost  all  oon* 
an  occasional  consequence  of  injuries  of  the  sciousness ;  but  after  a  time  partially  reoo* 
brain ;  and  he  regards  them  as  more  formida-  vered  his  senses.  There  were  two  wounds  of 
ble  in  appearance  than  reality,  as  the  patient,  the  scalp  near  the  vertex,  and  one  had  laid 
after  they  havesubsided,  frequently  recovers  the  bone  bare^  which  was  fractured,  though 
without  any  un&vourable  symptoms.  Our  vrithout  much  depression ;  and  there  was 
patient  was  usually  left  in  a  state  of  st^fpor  bleeding  from  the  nose,  mouth,  and  ears. 
for  some  time  after  the  fits,  of  which  he  had  The  next  day  the  eyelids  were  swollen  and 
on  one  day  not  less  than  fifteen  in  rapid  blackened  from  eccbymosis.  The  right  arm 
succession.  The  commencement  of  such  was  found  to  be  weaker  than  the  left.  The 
attacks  may  take  place  directly  after  the  ac-  mind,  though  in  some  respects  correct,  was 
cident,  or,  as  in  this  instance,  some  days  not  quite  perfect,  nor  collected.  I^ilse  mo- 
later  ;  for  the  first  fit  was  on  the  third  day.  derately  strong.  Tongue  somewhat  paralyzed. 

I   believe,   from  what  has  occurred    in  Leeches  behind  the  ears,  with  low  diet, 

several  cases  under    my  notice,  that   the  In  lecturing  upon  this  case,  M.  Velpeau 

statement  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  is  correct,  expressed  his  belief  that  there  must  be  a 

with  regard  to  the  cause  of  these  fits  of  con-  fnuoture  of  the  baae  of  the  skull,  which  view 

vulsions,  vh.  that  they  do  not  always  depend  he  was  led  to  adoptfrom  the  fket  that,  with- 

upon  simple  concussion,  but  that  a  wound  of  out  direct  violence,  there  had  been  produced 
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eccbymoflis  of  the  eyelids,  and  bleeding  from  He  continued  to^ollow  bis  callings  bnt,  from 

the  ears,  nose,  and  mouth.     The  in^renoe  month  to  month,  he  found  that  the  arm  was 

was  also  strengthened  by  the  complaint  re-  more  and  more  flexed.     When  he  appeared 

peatedly  made  by  the  patient  of  a  deep-seated  at  the  Infirmary,  the  forearm  formed  with 

pain  in  the  neck,  close  to  the  basis  cranii.  the  arm  an  angle  of  about  fifty-six  degretB. 

M.  Velpeau  wns  in  doubt  whether  the  partial  Beyond  this,  extension  could  not  be  carried 

paralysis  of  the  tongue  and  arm  depended  further  than  five  or  six  degrees,   and  eren 

upon  the  severe  commotion  of  the  brain,  or  the  attempt  to  accomplish  this  was  attended 

upon  a  slight  extravasation  of  blood  upon  with  mudi  pain.     It  was  very  evident  that 

the  surface  of  that  organ.  the  obstacle  to  further  extension  was  the 

The  prognosis  was  against  the  man's  re-  biceps  moscle ;  it  was  exceedingly  tense  and 

covery,  the  only  chances  of  which  appeared  hard,  and  the  indicator  finger  could  readily 

to  M.  Velpeau  to  be  in  the  strict  employ-  be  passed  under  the  tendon  and  aponeurosis 

ment  of  antiphlogistic  measures.  at  the  bend  of  the  arm.    The  history  of  the 

26th. — ^The  man  is  quite  sensible,   and .  case  induced  Mr.  Phillips  to  conclude  that 

able  to  sit  up^  pulse  quick,  yet  soflash  ;  but  the  shortening  of  the  biceps  had  been  ocea- 

tbe  deep-seated  pain  in  the  neck  is  worse.  sioned  by  low  inflammatory  action  set  up 

28th. — The  patient,  though  quite  sensible  after  the  injury  ;  that  before  this  action  was 

in  the  morning,   died    before    night.       A  dissipated  he  had  re  umed  his  former  occu- 

coagulum  of  blood  was  formed  on  the  same  pation  ;  and  that  the  constant  state  of  flexion 

side  as  the  paralysis,  and  an  extensive  frac-  required  in  driving  through  the  streets  had 

ture  of  the  base  of  the  skull.  singularly  favoured  the  disposition  to  con- 

6b8. — ^This  case,  I  have  said,  is  instructive  tract ;  that  the  afiiection  was  not  functional 
in  relation  to  the  diagnosis  of  fractures  of  or  spasmodic,  but  depended  upon  change  of 
the  base  of  the  skull.  The  remark  made  structure.  The  mode  of  remedying  the 
by  M.  Velpeau  seems  to  me  valuable,  viz.  deformity  which  appeared  to  promise  most 
that,  when  bleeding  from  the  nose,  mouth,  success  was  by  a  (tivision  of  the  tendon  and 
or  ear,  follow  an  injury  of  the  head,  and  has  aponeurosis,  which  had  undergone  oontrac- 
not  been  occasioned  by  a  direct  blow  on  tion.  The  patient  was  not  a  favourable 
those  parts,  or  when  an  ecchymosis  takes  subject  for  any  operation ;  though  not  a 
place  in  the  eye-brow  after  such  an  accident,  drunkard,  he  was  accustomed  to  drink  four 
though  the  part  itself  has  not  been  imme-  or  five-and-twenty  glasses  of  beer  daily.  He 
diately  struck,  these  circumstances  are  im-  was  placed  on  full  diet,  and  had  two  pints 
portant  considerations,  corroborating  the  of  ale  daily.  Tlie  operation  was  earily  per- 
suspicion  of  there  being  a  fracture  of  the  formed ;  a  narrow  tendon  knif^  was  passed 
base  of  the  cranium,  implicating  the  petrous  on  the  flat,  at  first  under  the  tendon,  which 
portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  or  the  roof  of  was  divided ;  it  was  afterwards  passed  in  the 
the  orbit.  The  observation  is  valuable,  be-  same  manner  under  the  aponeurosis,  and 
cause  in  plethoric  and  young  persons  bleed-  that  was  also  divided.  As  soon  as  this  was 
ing  from  the  nose  and  mouth  will  often  come  accomplished,  the  arm  could  be  placed  in  an 
on  from  a  trivial  blow  on  the  face,  unattended  almost  straight  position.  A  good  deal  of 
with  further  mischief,  and  quite  independent  nervous  excitement  was  occasioned  by  the 
of  mischief  to  the  skull  or  sinuses  of  the  operation,  to  relieve  which  he  had,  imme- 
brain;  but  such  hiamorrhage,  and  also  diately,  forty  minims  of  Liquor  Opii  Sedat.  in 
ecchymosis  of  the  eyebrow,  without  any  a  pint  of  porter.  No  efibrts  at  permanent 
direct  violence  to  the  parts  which  are  the  extension  were  made  for  three  days.  After 
seats  of  these  occurrences,  surely  are  points  that,  he  carried  a  four-pound  weight  in  the 
in  the  history  of  the  case  highly  deserving  of  hand  for  half  an  hour  three  times  a  day.  By 
attentive  reflection.  this  plan  the  arm  was  kept  in  almost  com* 
plete  extension,  and  the  discomfort  of  per- 
manent  extension  was  avoided.     The  case 
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was  concerned,  but  he  complained  of  a  good 

deal  of  superficial  pain,  which  was,  however, 

Contraction  of  the  Biceps  Muscle.  dissipated  by  the  application  of  compression, 

and  a  belladonna  plaster,  around  the  forearm. 

Hall,  aged  55,  an  omnibus-driver,  Last  week  he  was  discharged  cured.  Before 

was  admitted  an  in-patient  under  the  care  of  he  was  dismissed   the    arm   was  carefuUy 

Mr.  Phillips.     The  account  he  gave  of  him-  examined ;  the  biceps  muscle  had  lost  all  its 

self  was,  that  more  than  two  years  ago,  he  fell,  former  hardness,  and  the  continuity  of  its 

or  was  thrown,  from  his  seat,  and  injured  tendon  and  aponeurosis  appeared  to  be  as 

his  arm,  about  the  elbow;    that  for  some  complete  as  posaible;   and  flexion  of  the 

weeks  he  was  unable  to  return  to  his  work  ;  forearm  could  be  accomplished  with  as  much 

tliat  when  he  did,  his  arm  was  not  quite  well,  rapidity  and  force  as  before  the  oconrrence 

and  that  he  could  not  make  it  quite  straight,  of  the  accident. 


ST.  MARYLEfiONE  INFIRMARY. 
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Siranguiaied  Femoral  Hernia, 

■  Clarke,  aged  52,  a  helper  in  the 

Infirmary,  consulted  Dr.  Harrison  in  conse- 
quence of  constipation,  which  had  resisted 
simple  means.  He  prescribed  a  dose  of 
calomel  and  opium,  to  be  followed  by  a  black 
draught.  On  the  following  day,  at  his  visit, 
he  found  the  constipation  nnreliered,  and 
she  oomplsined  of  some  nausea  and  abdo- 
minal tenderness.  In  passing  the  hand  over 
the  abdomen,  Dr.  H.  detected  an  irregularity 
and  increased  tenderness  at  the  umbilicus, 
and  he  requested  Mr.  Phillips  to  look  at  it. 
It  was  examined,  and  found  to  be  merely  a 
projection  consequent  upon  distended  parieces 
from  child-bearing.  The  pulse  was  76.  She 
was  ordered  a  warm  bath,  and  enemata  of 
beef-tea  and  olive-oil,  until  the  bowds  were 
moved.  On  the  following  day  there  was  no 
relief  to  the  bowels ;  the  pulse  was  88,  the 
tongue  was  more  coated;  there  was  some 
tympanitis,  and  there  had  been  vomiting  of 
f«cal  matter.  An  hour  hefore  the  visit,  she 
had  accidentally  discovered  a  tumor  in  the 
femoral  region,  which  she  says  she  is  confi- 
dent was  not  present  on  the  previous  day, 
when  she  was  put  into  the  bath.  The  tumor 
was  soon  found  to  be  a  femoral  hernia,  and 
Mr.  Phillips  advised  her  to  submit  to  the 
ueoessary  operation,  which  was  performed 
the  same  afternoon  (January  Ist.) 

The  following  peculiarity  occurred  during 
the  operation :  the  sac  was  so  extremely  ill  de- 
fined, that  it  was  impossible,  with  any  cer- 
tainty, to  recognize  it.  It  was  very  carefully 
opened,  and,  what  appeared  to  be  a  gland,  im- 
mediately projected  through  theopening  which 
was  made  in  it.  Further  examination  showed 
that  the  gland-like  mass  was  a  small  portion 
of  omentum,  and  under  it  a  knuckle  of  in- 
testine was  found :  but  not  a  single  drop  of 
fluid  was  there  in  the  sac.  With  much  diffi- 
culty a  shallow  director  was  insinuated 
through  the  stricture,  and  a  blunt-pointed 
bistoury  was  passed  along  it;  an  incision  was 
made,  aiid  was  directly  followed  by  a  gush  of 
at  least  five  ounces  of  darkish  serum ;  a  good 
proof  of  the  tightness  of  the  stricture,  which 
prevented  the  passage  of  a  drop  of  this  fluid 
into  the  hernial  sac. 

The  operation  completed,  the  patient  was 
put  to  bed,  and  ordered  to  have  turpentine 
fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  and  to  take 
nothing  but  a  little  thin  gruel.  In  four 
hours  after  the  operation  she  had  a  copious 
alvine  evacuation,  succeeded  soon  by  asecond 
which  was  more  scanty. 

2d,  8  A.M. — Tympanitis  as  well  as  tender- 
ness increased ;  nausea  very  oppressive  oc- 
casionally ;  pulse  full,  88.     Ordered  to  take 

Hydr.  Snbmur.  gr.  ij. ;  Opii,  gr.  ^.  4ti8. 
and  to  have  Ung.  Hydr.  ^i*  rubbed  in 
every  six  hours.  The  turpentine  fo- 
mentation to  be  continued. 


12  A.M.— Pulse  harder,  90. 

V.  S.  ad  5x. 

4  P.M.  —  Pulse  has  acquired  its  former 
force. 

V.  S.  ad  Jxiv. 

The  blood  on  each  occasion  was  cupped 
and  bttfied. 

11.  P.M. — No  action  on  the  bowels;  tym- 
panitis increased ;  pulse  90 ;  complains  of 
thirst. 

3d,  half -past  5  a.m. — Has  vomited  twice. 

Enema  Terebinth. 

10  A.M. — Ex.  Coloc.  Comp.  gr.  iij. ;  Ex. 
Hyoscyam.  gr.  i.  2di8  horis  ad  plenam  alvi 
solut. 

3  P.M. — Has  vomited  ftecal  matter,  largely, 
twice ;  tympanitis  increased  ;  pulse  96. 

Enema  c.  01.  Ricini,  Jij.  statim,  et  rep. 
2di8  horis  si  opus  fnerit. 

12  p.M.-^Two enemas  were  administered, 
and  both  have  been  retained. 

Enema  Tereb.  statim. 

4th,  8  A.M.—No  sickness  during  night ; 
one  copious  evacuation  from  the  bowels; 
pulse  90. 

3  P.M. — ^No  further  evacuation. 

Sp.  Tereb.  Ji. ;  Ol.  Ricini,  ,^y. ;  Liquor 
PotassK,  5ij. :  fiat  Enema  statim  injec. 

7  P.M. — Two  copious  stools  followed  the 
last  injection ;  pulse  96 ;  much  thirst ; 
gums  becoming  tender ;  tympanitis  some- 
what lessened. 

Mist.  Eflervescens.  To  suspend  the 
Calomel. 

6th,  9  A.M.— Three  stools  during  night ; 
pulse  86  ;  abdomen  less  tumid :  tendency 
to  diarrhoea:  to  have  an  opiate  enema  if 
necessary. 

1  A.M. — Several  very  liquid  stools  since 
9  o'clock. 

Pulv.  Kino  Comp.  gr.  viij.  4ti8. 
10  P.M. — ^Three  stools  since  last  visit. 
Tinct.  Catechu,  ?i88. ;  Tinct.  Opii,  Min. 

xlv. ;  Jusculi,  3^j**  fi^  Enema  statim 

injiciatuf. 

6th,  9  A.M. — Has  had  a  good  night ;  tongue 

improved ;  puUe  88  ;  tympanitis  stationary. 

7th,  9  A.M. — Going  on  better ;  pulse  84. 

2  p.M.~Two  liquid  stools. 

Repr.  Enema  u.  a. 

9  P.M. — ^Two  liquid  stools. 

Repr.  Enema. 

8th,  9  A.M. — Liquid  stools  persist. 

Sumat.  Ol.  Ricini,  3^^. ;  Liquor  Opii 
Sedat.  Min.  vj.  statim.  This  brought 
away  three  stools. 

From  this  time  the  patient  went  on  well, 
and  rapidly  became  convalescent. 


892  CASE  OF  PARTIAL  AMAUROSIS. 

In  this  case  there  are  two  curious  features  :  feet  in  distinguishing  colours.      She  had 

a  perfectly  dry  sac,  and  a  gush  of  serum  from  noticed,  she  said,  however,  that  grass  and 

the  ahdominid  cavity  upon  the  incision  of  roses  did  not  appear  as  they  formerly  did  to 

the  stricture ;  and  a  favourahle  termination,  her ;  the  latter  especially  did  not  semn  of 


although  there  was  abundant  fscal  vomiting     their  natural  colour ;  but  as  her  sight 
44  hours  after  operation.  imperfect,  she  considered  this  as  a  natural 

consequence.     She  remembered,  when  ques- 


CASES  OF  PARTIAL  AMAUROSIS*  f^Tfi^,^^':^,'^^^^  ^l 

This  fact  is  of  much  interest,  and  she  stated 

Case  l.^Partial  amaurosU—  Inability  it  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  and  mentioned 

todittinptishceriaincolours. — Mary  Bishop,  gome  particulars  which  lead  us  to  believe  it 

set.  20,  unmarried,  cigar  .maker,  admitted  to  have  been  the  case.     She  asserted  moat 

February  9,    1839.     The  early  history  of  positively  also  that  she  had  formerly  been 

this  case  has  already  been  given  by  my  col-  as  well  able  to  distinguish  colours  as  any 

league.  Dr.  Fox  ;  it  will  be  suflScient,  there-  other  person. 

fore,  to  recapitulate  here  merely  its  promi-         With  a  view  to  a  revulsive  action  on  the 

nent  features.     The  patient  stated  that  she  brain,  and  also  to  re-estoblish  the  catamenlal 

had  suffered,  previous  to  admission  into  the  flow,  the  patient  was  ordered  piUs  of  blue 

hospital,  two  attacks  of  cerebral  disease,  one  mass,  rhubarb   and  aloes,   every  alternate 

in  the  spring  of  1837,  and  the  other  in  the  night,  in  a  dose  to  purge  actively ;  mustani 

winter  of  1837-38.     After  recovery  from  the  pediiuvia  at  bed  time,  and  a  blister  to  the 

first  Httack,  objects  for  a  time  appeared  to  her  sacrum.     Two  days  before  her  regular  period 

double.     The  second  attack  left  her  entirely  I  ordered,  in  addition,  mustard  cataplasms 

blind,inwhichconditionshecontinuedforfour  to  be  appUed  nightly  to  the  inside  of  her 

months.    Afterthis  her  sight  began  to  return,  thighs,    and    the  same    diluted    with    an 

and  at  the  period  of  her  admission  into  the  equal  part  of  flour  to  her  mamme. 
hospital  she  could  read  large  print ;  as  the         On  the  29th  of  May  her  '^t^mmini^  ^p- 

heading  of  a  newspaper.     She  was  of  a  short,  peared  and  flowed  copiously,  but  continued 

robust  stature,  fuU  habit,  very  dark  com-  only  for  a  single  day.     It  was  followed, 

plexion,  black  hair  and  hazel  irides,  flushed  however,  by  very  marked  improvement  in 

face,  colour  of  her  face  at  times  almost  of  a  vision. 

purplish  hue;  catamenia  suppressed.   When        Nov.  30th.— Discharged  this  day,  with 

she  first  came  under  my  notice,  which  was  her  vision  restored,  and  in  good  healtii ;  the 

in  May,  1839,  she  had  been  largely  depleted,  catamenia,  however,  still  suppressed, 
and  had  taken  remedies  for  the  restoration  of        Remarks.— The  feature  of  most  interest 

the  menstrual  discharge,  under  which  treat-  in  this  case  is  the  inabUity  to  distinguish 

ment  her  sight  had  improved.  colours.     This  is,  we  believe,  the  first  ex. 

WhUst  examining  her  at  this  time  to  as-  ample  hitherto  recorded    of  this  inability 

certain  the  degree  of  vision  she  possessed,  having  resulted  from  disease,  or  been  oo- 

her  reply  to  one  of  our  questions  led  us  to  existent  only  with  it.     As  a  natural  defect, 

suspect  that  she  was  unable  to  distinguish  the  power  of  distinguishing  forms  being  per- 

colonrs.     When  asked  whether  she  could  see  feet,  it  is  not  rare.     Several  instances  of  this 

the  figure  in  her  dress,  which  was  a  calico  have  come  under  our  own  observation,  and 

one  with  red  spots,  she  replied,  "  Yes,  I  see  not  a  few  others  have  been  mentioned  by 

the  brown  spote."     Our  attention  thus  di-  writers.     Such  of  these  last  as  have  been 

rected  to  the  subject,  we  soon  ascertained  recorded  with  sufficient  details  to  fumish 

that  while  she  could  distinguish  forms,  even  data  for  oomparison,  viewed  in  connection 

of  small  sise,  with  accuracy,  her  perception  with  the  case  we  have  recorded,  lewl  to  con- 

of  colours  was  exceedingly  imperfect.     Re-  elusions,  which  it  may  not  be  unintevestinff 

Ideated  and  careful  investigations  during  this  to  notice. 

and  on  several  subsequent  occasions,  satisfied         1.  As  a  natural  defect,  inability  to  dis- 

us  that  the  only  colours  which  she  knew  tinguish  colours  may  exist  in  difieient  de. 

with  certainty  were  yellow  and  blue.  Nearly  grees. 

all  other  colours  she  termed  brown,  or  bed-        2.  In  the  worst  degree,  the  individual  is 

tated  to  name,  designsLting,  however,  their  able  merely  to  distinguish  shades,— the  per- 

shades  or  intensity  of   colour  accurately,  ception  of  colour  is  entirely  absent.     Exam- 

Thus,  a  deep  red  she  called  a  dark  brown,  a  pies  of  this  are  afforded  in  the  two  Harris's, 

bright  green  light  brown,  and  a  very  pale  ^ho  could  distinguish  a  striped  riband  from 

pink  a  very  light  shade  of  brown.  a  phiin  one,  but  could  not  perceive  the  dif- 

The  patient  was  not  at  all  sensible,  when  ference  between  any  one  colour  and  another, 

we  commenced  the  investigation  of  her  case,  except  as  darker  or  lighter,   and  in  Dr. 

that  she  Uboured  under  any  particular  de.  Ellioteon's  second  casts. 

*  Dr.  Hays,  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  ,  ^-  ^"  *^  ^«'  degree  the  mdividual  can 

Medical  Sciences,  for  Aug.  1840.  distinguish  only  a  single  colour,  and  that 
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colour  is  always  yellow.    Thns  Dr.  Butter  yoar  able  leader  on  the  **  apprentioeship 

itates  that  Robert  Tocker  knew  to  a  cer-  system"  in  the  last  Gazbttk,  and,  ere  tha 

tainty  yellow  only  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  knell  of  that  system  Ls  souiiiieti,  allow  a  t'ti^bie 

boy,  whose  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Nicholli  note  to  be  raised  in  its  praise.     You  Bre 

was  in  the  same  condition.     Now  it  may  be  doubtless  aware,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  efi^ct 

called  to  mihd  that  Mary  Bishop  states,  of  the  late  prescribed   course  of  medical 

when  her  sight  improved,  the  first  colour  she  education  has  been  to  diminish  very  materially 

recognised  was  yellow.  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  country,  and 

Cask  U.  — Partial  amauraris/rom  ejrec*-  the  smaller  towns;  and  if  the  apprentioeship 
Hve  use  qf  the  eye — cure.  David  Lang,  system  be  entirely  annulled,  aU  the  medical 
Kt.  42,  native  of  Scotland,  weaver,  nnmar-  students  will  begin  and  complete  their 
ried,  admitted  October  2d,  1839.  Habits  studies  in  the  metropolis,  or  the  larger  pro- 
very  temperate ;  for  the  last  four  years  has  vincial  towns  where  the  required  lectures  are 
abstained  from  animal  food ;  has  worked  given.  But  would  not  a  serious  injury  be 
hard  during  the  day  at  his  business,  and  thus  inflicted  on  the  smaller  hospitals  and 
devoted  the  evenings,  until  a  late  hour,  to  country  practitioners  ?  The  cases  occurring 
reading  and  writing.  Sight  commenced  fail-  in  those  institutions  would  not  be  rendered 
ing  about  eight  weeks  ago,  since  which  it  available  for  the  purposes  of  medical  educa- 
has  been  gradually  growing  worse.  At  pre-  tion,  and  thus  many  valuable  opportunities 
sent  cannot  see  sufiScienUy  well  to  weave,  or  of  acquiring  knowledge  would  be  lost;  for  it 
read  ordinary  sized  type.  Can  distinguish,  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  say,  that  the 
however,  large  letters,  as  the  heading  of  a  few  pupils  who  act  as  dressers  in  a  provin- 
newspaper.  Sees  better  at  night  than  during  dial  hospital,  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
the  day.  Person  spare,  rather  short ;  <koe  their  masters,  are  as  likely  to  acquire  valua- 
pale  ;  irides  light  blue,  active ;  no  headache  ble  information  as  those  students  who,  in  a 
or  sense  of  fulness  of  head ;  pulse  natural,  crowd,  attend  the  practice  of  the  larger  hos- 
Slight  greyuMs  of  pupU,  but  three  images  of  pitals  without  an  opportunity  of  exercising 
of  a  candle  distinctly  to  be  seen.  Ordered  sui^cal  manipulation ;  and  the  "  habit  of 
the  following :—  observing,  thinking,  and  acting  for  himself/' 

9,  Mass.  Hydrarg.  gr.  vi.;  Pulv.  Khci,  which  by  the  Quarterly  is  considered  so 

gr.  viij. ;  G.  Aloe,  gr.  i.    M.  ft.  Pilul.  essential  to  make  a  good  practitioner,  is  as 

No.  iv.     To  be  taken  at  bed-time.  ^^^    encouraged    m    him    who    quietly 

the    bustle    of    surgical  peregrinations  in 
Strychnia,  gr.  ij. ;   Acid  Acet.  3j. ;  Aq.  Utyge  hospitals,  attends,  even  more  than  is 
Purse.  5j.     M.    ft.  coUyrium.     A  few  customary,   to  the  cases^  presented  to  his 
drops  on  the  eye  daily.  notice:    and  I  would,  moreover,  add,  the 
When  he  appeared  before  the  committee  responsibility  incurred  by  visiting  and  pre- 
fer the  month,  to  be  discharged,  he  read  for  scribing  for  the  patients  who  partially  come 
them,  with  readiness,  the  smallest  print  of  a  under  the  care  of  pupils  in  the  country 
newspaper,  and  stated  that  he  saw  as  well  as  during  their   apprenticeship,   excites  more 
ever.     He  was  so  delighted  with  his  cure,  interest,  and  enforces  habits  of  attention  and 
and  grateful  for  it,  that  he  insisted  on  pre-  reflection  more  eflectually,  than  where  such 
senting  a  small  sum  he  possessed  to  aid  the  responsibility  does  not  exist, 
fhnds  of  the  institution.  But  the  student  who  is  designed  to  practise 
RsMARKs. — ^The  slight  evidences  of  con-  in  the  country  (and  many  must)  will  be,  in 
gestion  which  existed  in  this  case  induced  us  other  respects,  a  loser  by  the  entire  abroga- 
to  trust  to  revulsive  purgatives  for  its  re-  tion  of  the  apprentioeship  system.     He  will 
moval,  and  to  commence  too  early  with  the  lose  aU  that  salutary  restraint,    and  that 
use  of  strychnine.     The  mistake  was,  how-  training  of  the  mind  to  undergo  privationSf 
ever,  soon  rectified.     Cups  to  the  nucha  and  which  are  so  neoe»sary  for  youth.     He  will 
back  of  head,  cold  water  douche  to  the  head,  lose  an  insight  into  the  management  of  pri- 
with  mustard  pediluvia,  and  purgatives,  were  vate  patients,  the  customary  charges  and 
then  resorted  to,  and  with  immediate  benefit,  book-keeping,  and  all    the  drudgery  un- 
The  strychnine  was  then  recurred  to,  and  avoidably  connected  with  the  practice  of 
doubtless  aided  in  the  cure.  medicine  in  country  districts.     He  will  be 

.  unable  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  situation 

ADVANTAGE  OK  APPRENTICESHIPS.  !:^^  ***^  S!?  "^^^^  ^?'  *!!|.  ^'l  ***® 

difference  between  the  study  of  medione  as 

-.     ,    « ,.-       777"  ,,•..,  ^      ,,  *  branch  of  learning,  and  the  practice  of  it 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  „  ^  profession  by  which  he  is  to  Uve ;  so  that, 

Sir,  when  commencing  business  in  the  country, 

I  HOPE  you  will  spare  rpom,  in  your  valuable  after  an  attendance  on  lectures  and  at  hos- 

periodical,  for  a  few  remarks  elicited  by  pitals  alone,  where  he  has  been  enabled  to 


B»4                              STRABISMUS.—'*  SUDDEN  DEATH." 

follow  the  ftiU  bent  of  hi*  tncUnationa,  he  bntthe  partiea  finmediatelycoiicernea,  I  msy 

wUl  probably  find  that  he  cannot  comfortably  observe  that  I  'was  not  aware  of  my  being 

submit  to  the  necessary  constraint  on   hia  indebted  to  Dr.  Hockcn  for  any  ideas  what- 

feeUngs  and  actions  which  would  contribute  ever,  and  therefore  was  not  likely  to  offer 

80  much  to  his  success ;  that  he  cannot  weU  "  one  word  of  acknowledgment."     My  p«per 

manage  the  whfans  and  caprices  of  private  comists  of  such  cases  as  have^ome  under  my 

patients,  and  other  little  practical  details ;  own  observatbn,  with  some  of  the  inferenoca. 

that,  in  short,  he  cannot  endure,  without  to  which  they  gave  rise,  and  was  ^^^ 

spendmg  a  miserable  existence,  the  incon-  without  reference   to    any    views    of   Dr. 

▼eniencea  and  ills  of  a  profession  which  he  Hocken. 

was  not  prepared  for;  while,  to  his  astonish-  By  the  use  of  Averted  commas,  one  would 

ment,  his  more  plodding,  but,  perhaps,  less  suppose  the  passages  to  be  quotabons.     I 

scientific  neighbour,  inured  to  the  hardships  never  made  use  of  the  words  in  question,  and 

of  an  apprentice,  bears  the  midnight  watch  should  have  thought  it  ridicuk>us  to  speak  of 

and  laborious  journey  with  scarce  a  murmur,  •*  the  result  of  my  own  original  experience. 

and  puts  up  with  those  toils  and  discomforts  I  •«*»  ■*'» 

which,  in  early  life,  he  was  accustomed  to,  Your  obedient  servant, 

as  a  matter  of  course.    There  is,  indeed,  C.  Radclyff*  Halx.. 

Mr.    Editor,    something    besides    medical  Manchester  Koyal  Infirmary, 

knowledge  necessary  for  orduiary  provincial  '***•  ^  *^*' 

practioe,   namely,    a    mind    schooled    and — 

trained  to  submit  to  that  which  must  be  it  SUDDEN  DEATH." 

borne;    and  if  the  apprenticeship  system  

country  practitioners  of  the  succeeding  gene-  Sir, 

ration  will  be  more  happy  themselves,  better  Allow  me  through  the  medium  of  your 
suited  for  their  situations,  or  for  the  service  journal  to  ask  the  opinion  of  yourself,  or  any 
of  the  public,  than  those  of  the  present  day.  correspondent  that  may  be  disposed  to  fii- 
But  I  am  trespassing  too  much  on  your  vour  me  with  an  answer,  as  to  **  what  is  to 
kindness,  and  therefore,  hoping  that  the  be  done  in  a  case  of  sudden  death  ?'* 
attention  of  provincial  practitioners  will  be  Suppose  a  medical  man,  on  being  sum- 
awakened  to  the  subject  I  have  touched  moned  to  a  pei'son  who  has  **  fallen  down  in 
upon,  I  leave  the  matter  in  abler  hands.  a  fit,"  (to  use  a  common  expression)  finds 

I  am,  sir,  his  patient  in  a  state  of  evidently  fast  ap- 

Your  obedient  servant,  proacfaing  dissolution,  with  no  pulsation  of 

A  Constant  Rbader.  the  radial  artery,  and  scarcely  any  uf  the 

Gloucester,  Teb.  9d,  1841.  heart,  with  inspirations  feeble  and  at  long 


intervals,  and  the  face  to   all  appearance 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  HALL.  perfecUy  exsanguine  indicating  a  rupture  of 

the  aorta  or  one  of   the  contiguous  large 

f«v     t    rij.         jf  vessels,  by  which  the  blood  circulating  in 

To  the  Editor  qf  th€  Medical  Qatettt.  the  head  has  been  suddenly  diverted  to  the 

Sir,  chest,  and  thus  distinguishing  it  from  cere- 

In  the  Medical  Gazette  of  yesterday,  I  bral  apoplexy,  the  prominent  symptoms  of 

find  the  following  note  in  a  communication  which  are  the  congested  and  swollen  coun- 

from   Dr.    Hocken: — **  Mr.    Hall,   in  his  tenance,  stertorous  respiration,  and  labouring 

paper  on  Strabismus,  in  the  Med.  Gazette  pulse.     In  such  a  case  is  it  not  unscientific 

for  Jan.  22d,  which  contains  many  valuable  and  malpraxis  to  bleed  ?     We  all  know  that 

facts,  has  made  perfectly  free  wiUi  the  au-  the  prevailing  idea  among  the  public  is,  that 

thor's  ideas  on  the  etiology,  pathology,  and  bleeding  should,  in  all  cases  of  sudden  death, 

form  (?) ;    and  this  without   one  word  of  be  immediately  resorted  to,  to  restore  the 

acknowledgment.     In  many  cases,  he  quoted  patient;  but  in  the  case  that  I  haveendea- 

nearly  word  for  word  :   for  instance,    *  An  voured  to  describe,  will  it  not  rather  hasten 

ulcer  of  the  cornea  may  be  the  first  origi-  death  (should  life  not  be  quite  extinct  on  our 

nating  cause  of  strabismus,    &c.   &c.,   the  arrival)  by  causing  another  outlet  of  blood 

diagnosis  of  double  squint,  &c.;'   and  yet  from  the  system  ?  And  is  it  not  '*  infra  digni- 

calmly  palms  them  off  as  '  the  result  of  his  tatem*'  that,  to  please  the  ignorant  ideas  of 

own  original  experience.'  **  the  public,  and  more  especially  to  avoid  the 

Could  I  suppose  that  all  who  may  read  censure  of  the  sapient  juries  that  often  sit  in 

the  above  would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  judgment  on  our  conduct,  we  should  act  in 

to  the  several  papers  of  Dr.  Hocken  and  direct  opposition  to  science  and  our  own 

myself,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  pass  over  consciences ;  though  it  is  immaterial  to  the 

the  accusation  in  silence.     As  the  matter,  patient  in  the  present  instance,  as  recovery 

however,  is  too  unimportant  to  interest  any  is  quite  impossible.     Nay,  to  go  further,  I 
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am  confident  that  1  am  not  the  only  one  by  FEAR  OF  PHTHISIS  IN  SICILY 

many  (for  I  must  plead  guilty  to  the  fact)  

who  have  performed  venesection ,  knowing 

at  the  same  time  that  the  subject  of  the  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  what  I 

operation  was  dead,  to  escape  the  censure  ^f^.^  ^^^  ^^  been  told  of  the  climate  of 

that  would  otlierwiae  be  so  liberally  bestowed  Sicily,  I  should  consider  it  the  best  in  Euippe 

by  persons  quite  ignorant  of  the  matter.  ^^^  ^  delicate  patient ;   and  yet,  by  reason 

Now  m  the  latter  case,  as   well  as  the  ^^  f  strange  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the 

former,  where  life  is  not  quite  extinct,  should  natives,  that  island  is  rendered  almost  en- 

we  not  be  quite  justified  in  refusing  to  bleed,  ^^^Y  useless  in  this  respect.     They  have, 

though  urged  by  the  by-standers  so  to  do  ?  unfortunately y^.tttken  a  notion    into    their 

I  am,  sir,  head,  I  believe  without  any  foundation,  that 

Your  obedient  servant,  consumption  is  not  only  occasionally  infec- 

**  iNanisiTOR."  tious,  but  that  it  is  always  so,  even  worse 

Feb.  33, 1841.  than  the  plague  or  any  other  disease.     Con- 

"  sequently  they  will  not  admit  a  person  sus- 

VACCINATION,  pected  of  having  a  tendency  to  pulmonary 

complaints  into  their  houses.      If  any  one 

Th  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  afflicted  with  this  malady  should  die  among 

g{ii  them,  a  ban  is  put  on  the  house,  its  fumi- 

I  AM  required  by  my  vaccination  contract  J^^  destroyed,  and  no  one  allowed  to  in- 

with  the  Guardians  of  the   East  Ashford  S*;"V'  ^?''  *  penod  of  many  months.     As 

Union  to  specify  what  cases  vaccinated  by  ***^.  "  ^^nous  to  mn-keepers,  and  incon- 

rae  have  been  successful  or  unsuccessful;  7T®°*  .*^  *"'  and  as  every  native  firmly 

and  in  the  former  case  to  sign  a  printed  fbrm  ^^^"^^  »n  ^^^  t™th  of  this  persuasion,  it 

of  certificate  furnished  to  every  individual  at  »>e«>mes  impossible    for    any  consumptive 

the  time  of  vaccination,  to  the  effect  that  he  l""^^^  \  ^"*^   house-room  hi  Sicily.     I 

or  she  has  passed  "  regularly  and  eucceu-  °*7®  ^'^f/*  '^^^  ^^  instances  of  such  persons 

Jully**  through  the  disease.  P*^?  allowed  to  pensh  m  the  streets,  or 

Now,  in  the  first  case  which  was  vaccinated  f .  ^^^  ^"^^^^^  '*''*^'  ^  ^*"^*\  ^^  "^^"^ 

with  lymph  sent  by  post  from  the  National  °"^^°  ^y  2»e  excessive  terror  of  the  inha- 

Vaccine   EstabUshment,    only    one    vesicle  «>»^.t?.—i'«/cAiror*,  by  Captain  Baal  Hall, 

arose  (four  punctures  were  made),  and  this  *"'  *^P'  ** 

one,  although  otherwise  regular  in  its  course,  — — . 

was  about  forty-eight  hours  later  than  usual  SHOULD  INVALIDS  GO  TO  ITALY  ? 

in  the  development  of  its  stages  (this  I  have  . 

continually  observed  when  the  virus  has  not  «         i.l      i                ...     *       ,.^, 

been  inserted  in  its  recent  liquid  state).  The  T  f^  ™*P?^^if  cases  it  is  often  difficult  to 

second  case  was  vaccinated  from  the  above,  ^T.%  Z       "        ,  ^.  ^,  .'^^''^ '    ^"^^  ^™ 

and  only  one  vesicle,  simikr  in  iu  history,  Jf*'*^  }  T®  /^  }  »^°^^**  scarcely  advise 

was  the  result.    The  third  and  fourth  had  *r/"^^  of  a  dehcate  mvabd  to  travel  in 

two  vesicles,  and  the  fifth  three.     In  each  ^^^^l    ^^^en  a  person  in  strong  health  is 

case  four  punctures  were  made.  T?  *°  encounter  multifanous  annoyances, 

I  am  anxious  to  know  how  I  should  report  7?^"^:  though  he  manages  to  laugh  at,  and 

the  result  of  the  first  four  cases ;  for  although  I™  ^,  ™"^^  ^^^  °^'  ?"^  ^  ?^^  '»- 

many  surgeons  maintain  that  whoever  Ss  tolerable  to  a  worn-out  frame,  and  more  than 

had  one  mature  vesicle  has  aU  the  advantages  P«>POrtionably  depressed  state  of  spirits, 

which  vaccination  can  confer,  I  know  that  Thenakcd  floors  of  bnck,  or  even  of  marble  ; 

othcre,  of  high  authority,  consider  the  safety  *^®  ^f™P'  ""t  "o^^^^^J*  clean,  beds ;    the 

of  the  vaccinated  to  depend  very  much  upon  "?!''"  5        '  tJ>«  o»ley  cookery  ;  the  sluttish 

the  degree  of  intensity  with  which  they  may  ftt«Jdance;     the    mosquitoes,    fleas,    &c. 

have  been  affected :  such  is  my  own  privati  ^gether  with  the  total  want  of  many  smaU^ 

opinion ;  but  as  many  other  surgeons  must  ?"^  ^™®  »"*'  comforts,  which,  in  Enghmd, 

have  had  simihir  cases,  I  shoukl  be  ghid  to  *»»7e  ^x^ome  necessaries  of  life,  render  Italy, 

know  from  such  of  your  readers  as  have  paid  ,<?»f  deed  almost  any  part.of  the  continent,  very 

most  attention  to  the  subject  (Dr.  Gregory,  t*"**'  f^^^    \?\^''.^![.\  ^^^^  ^own,  ^ 

for  example)  whether  surgeons  vaccinlkting  Jf>«ated  English  mvahd.-Pa/cW*,  by 

according  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  ac^  ^*P^'"  ^f  ^  "«Ji'.  ^°1-  "^-  «^P;  ^-       ,    , 

may  best  fulfil  its  intentions  by  putting  such  ^y^""  "P'^®  ^\  *°Jf  enumeration  of  hard- 

cases  as  I  have  described  in  the  "  succesaftd"  T^n'  "^^  conceive  tliat  travelhng  is  the  best 

or  -  unsuocessfu/*  column  of  their  return.  °/ ''"  remech«  for  many  an  invalid.     But  let 

I  remain  sir  ^®  patient  take  with  him  to  Italy  a  pair  of 
Yours 'with  much  respect,       '  ""^^^U  *  mooquito  net,  and  a  spirit  of  tole- 

Hkney  Crawford.  ""^"^^^^'J 

Canterbury,  Feb.  23d,  1811.  
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SIR  ASTLET  COOPER. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Many  inquiries  having  been  made  as  to  the 
appearance  of  a  Life  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
I  beg  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  profession,  that  this  distinguished  sur- 
geon has  left  ample  materials  for  a  most 
interesting  biography,  now  in  the  hands  of 
his  nephew,  Bransby  Cooper,  Esq.,  by 
whom  the  whole  will  be  arranged  and  pre- 
pared for  speedy  publication. 

A  new  edition  of  his  beautifully  illustrated 
work  on  the  **  Testis,"  which  received  the 
author's  final  additions,  has  passed  through 
the  press  ;  the  plates  are  now  in  process  of 
colouring,  and  the  volume  will  be  issued 
during  the  present  month.  His  work  on 
'*  Dislocations "  I  am  now  preparing  to 
publish  of  an  8vo.  sixe,  with  the  plates  re- 
drawn, engraved  on  wood  in  the  best  style, 
and  printed  with  the  text ;  carefully  edited, 
with  important  additions,  by  B.  Cooper, 
Esq.  This  practical  work  will  be  offered  at 
a  price  to  make  it  available  to  every  student 
of  SQfgery.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Cbukchill. 
Princes  Street,  Soho. 
1st  March,  1841. 


LONDON  HOSPITAL. 

Dr.  Cobb  has  been  elected  Physician  to  the 
London  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Dr. 
Frampton,  resigned;  and  Dr.  Pereira  has 
been  appointed  Assistant-niystdan,  in  the 
place  of  Dr.  Cobb. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Council,  on  Monday, 
the  22d  inst.,  James  Moncrieff  Amott,  Esq. 
Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  was 
elected  a  member  thereof,  in  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  decease  of  John  Howship, 
Esq. 

LIST  or  OBNTLVMKN  ADMITTVD  ICBMBBBB. 

Friday,  February  26,  1841. 

J.  P.  Davies.— A.  F.  Macaular.— K.  O.  Gokllng. 
-  F.  Williams.— T.  TSylor.— W.  A.  N.  Cattlin.— 
J.  W.  Tumer.^J.  C.  9.  Jenniiura.— H.  Fayle.— 
T.  Potter. -T.  W.  Hiron. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  WHO  HATR  RBCBITBO 
CBRTIFICATBS.  ' 

Thureday,  Feb.  25,  1841. 

R.  Sharpe,  Chnbunt.  HerU.— W.  B.  Doddinir- 
ton.  Ruby,  Warwickshire.— H.  H.  Dearsley.— 
C.  A.  Holmes,  HulL— J.  A.  Osrrathiis.  CoiiiwbU. 
—J.  C.  Bennett,  London.-J.  J.  Hely,  Man- 
chester. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALTTT  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  firom  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  20th  February,  1841. 


1 


SmallPoz  

Measles   

Scarlatina  

Hooping  Cough 

Croup 

Thmsh    

Diarrhcea    

Dysentery  

Cholera    

Inflaenia 

Typhus    

^ysipelas 

Syphilis  

Hydrophobia 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and 
INseases  of  the  Longs,  and  other  Orgaiw  ot 

Respiration    

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-veasels  — 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc 

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dropsy    

Diseases  of  Uterus,  ftc 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  kc 

Ulcer   

Fistuhi 

Diseases  of  Skin,  fte 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  

Old  Ag^  or  Natural  Decsy n 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  latanipa- 

ranee   n 

Causes  not  specified   4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes lose 
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KeptatEDUovTon,LaHtudebl''^7  ZZ'N. 
Longitude  0<*  3'  51"  W.  ^f  Gremmiek, 
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S 
II 


Feb. 
Wednesday  94 
Thursday  .  29 
Fridav  .  .  26 
Ssturdsy  .  97 
Sunday  .  .  98 

MMvk 
Monday.  •    1 
Tuesday    .    9 


iTHKaxovrrKa 

from  SOto  40 
S9  49 
SI  4B 
S9  U 
99      49 

90     49 

46 


BABOMKTSm. 


to 


90^1 
99-89 
99-69 
99  78 


90*«l 


PrevaiUng  wind,  N.K.  and  N.W. 

On  the  94th  and  9Mh  a  nneral  overcast;  T«ta 
feU  during  the  evening  or  the  94tl^    The 
cloudy ;  nin  in  the  momliu^.  The  ITthj 
clear;  frequent  showers  ovrtng  the 
98th  ttlt.,  momintf  clear,  otherwise  doody. 
1st  inst.  overoSK;   rain  at  times  dnrusf 

evening.    The  9d,  momiug  dear,  other 

overcast;  raining  all  the  afternoon  and evc&li«. 

Rain  fldlcn,  '17  of  aa  Inch.  ^^ 

CbaRLBS  HBNftY  AOAMV. 


NOTICES, 

The  letter  of  "A  FHend,"  addrcned  to 
Mr.  C,  has  oeen  reoetred. 

We  regret  that  the  length  of  the  rmptr 
from  the  «•  Ghnioestershiie  Medical 
ation"  has  obliged  us  to  omit  it. 

No  advantage  could  now  resnlt  from 
tiw  oommimication  of  '* '  ~ 


WiLsoH  ft  OoiLVT,  97,  Shinocr  8trMi» 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING   A 

WEEKLY  JIOyRMAL 

OF 

ifieliirint  anti  tfee  Collattral  ^titntt&. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  12,  1841 


ON  THE 


LECTURES  neck,  and  afterwards  to  the  sbawn  head,  and 

other  measures  were  used  ;  but  in  vain. 
When  the  surface  of  the  brain  was  exposed 

PRINCIPLES   AND    PRACTICE    OF  by  the  removal  of  the  skull-cap,  and  of  the 

PHYSIC  dvLn,  mater,  it  was  observed  that  the  convo- 
lutions were  remarkably  flattened,  so  that 

Delivered  at  Kiny*8  College^  London,  the  little  furrows  between  them  were  nearly 

_  .  efifaced;  and  the  surface  of  the  arachnoid 

By  Dr.  Watson.  membrane  was  perfectly  dry.     These  are  not 

—  very  unusual  appearances :  I  bad  often  seen 

Lecturk  XXV.  such  before :  and  I  ventured  to  say  that  we 

WW        ^i        ^   A*.     \     *            AA-^\  should  find  some  cause  of  strong  pressure  in 

Hypxrirophy    <^  the    bram:  -/'«^-  the  centnd  part  of  the  brain ;    dfurion  of 

AcuteHvdrottphaiu,.jremon,tory«gn»,  thTventricles,  or  a  la^fe  extra- 

d^erent  mode*  of  nttack ;  »lag„  qfihe  ^ '      ^       ^ 

dttease:  anatomical  characters ;  caueea.  >         i.**uj-       j-*.*                v. 

and  much  to  the  discredit  of  my  prophecy, 

Hypertrophy  of  the  brain. — There  is  a  we  found  nothing  of  the  kind ;  but  the  ven- 
very  curious  morbid  condition  of  the  brain,  trides  were  smaller  than  natural,  and  con- 
to  which  I  shall  advert  before  I  take  up  the  tained  scarcely  any  moisture.    The  skull-cap 
consideration  of  certain  cerebral  diseases  as  was  afterwards  examined,  and  the  bone  was 
they  occur  in  children.     The  condition  of  found  to  be  uncommonly  thick,  dense,  and 
which  I  am  about  to  speak  1  was  totally  heavy;,  and  its  inner  surface,  withoxit  being 
ignorant  of  till  I  had  been  for  some  years  in  rough,  was  very  irregular.     1  regret  that,  in 
practice.     In  the  spring  of  1833  I  admitted  this  examination«the  state  of  the  blood-vessels 
a  young  woman,  19  years  old,  into  the  Mid-  of  the   brain,  and   the  consistence   of  the 
dlesez  Hospital.  Her  countenance  was  sallow,  cerebral  matter  itself,  were  not  particularly 
and  her  lips  pale ;   and  she  complained  of  noticed.     In  the  record  made  at  the  time  by 
pain  in  her  chest  and  limbs,  of  great  and  my  clinical  assistant,  it  is  merely  stated  that 
increasing    debility,   and  wasting,    and    of  the  brain  was  otherwise  healthy.    There  was 
nightly  perspiration.     She  had  some  cough,  no  disease  in  the  lungs, 
and  a  frequent  pulse;  and  although  no  mor-  This  dissection  interested  me  much,  for  I 
bid  sounds  were  audible  in  her  lungs,  I  sus-  had  never  seen,  nor  heard  of,  any  thing  like 
pected  that  they   might  contain   small   or  it  before.      But  upon  looking  into  some 
scattered  tubercles.     She  had  been  in  the  modem  authors,  1  discovered  that  the  same 
hospital  scarcely  a  week,  when  she  had  a  phsenomena  had  been  noticed  by  two  or  three 
violent  fit  of  epilepsy;  and  when  she  was  observers,  who  had  very  properly  (as  it  seems 
somewhat  recovered,  she  told  us,  for  the  first  to   me)  considered   them  as  the  result  of 
time,  that  she  was  iubject  to  such  attacks,  hypertrophy  of  the  brain.     There  is  a  very 
The  convulsions  recurred  on  the  same  day,  good  memoir  upon  the  subject,  by  M.  Dance, 
and  she  became  insensible,  and  remained  so  published  in  the  fifth  volume  of  Breschet's 
during  the  whole  of  the  next  day,  and  till  Repertoire  d' Anatomic :  and  Andral  gives 
the  evening  of  the  day  after,  when  she  died,  an  account  of  the  disease  in  his  Pathology, 
During  tins  period  of  insensibility  she  had  It  appears  that  Morgagni  had  not  overlooked 
many  convulsive  fits ;  the  pupils  were  dilated,  it,  for  he  speaks  of  instances  in  which  the 
the  pulse  100,  small  and  feeble.     Leeches  brain  seemed  too  big  for  its  bony  enclosure, 
were  applied  to  the  temples,  a  blister  to  the  When,   in  these  cases,  the  i^kull  is  sawn 

693.-~xxvi|.  3  M 


898     DR,  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC, 

through,  the  upper  loose  portion  of  bone  starts  line  and  half  to  two  lines  in  thickness.     Tlie 

op,  as  if  moTed  by  a  spring,  and  the  edges  dura  mater  adhered  firmly  to  the  bone,  and 

of  the  bone  remain  widely  apart.    Laennec,  the  cerebral  mass  exactly  filled  up  the  CTBnial 

also,  in  CortfUarVt  Joumalf  states  that  upon  cavity.    Hie  superior  and  posterior  part  of 

opening  the  bodies  of  persons  whom  he  had  the  brain  was  dereloped  beyond  measare» 

thought  affected  with  hydrocephalus,  he  had  so  that  to  reach  the  Tentricles  it  was  neoes* 

been  surprised  at  finding  a  very  small  quan-  sary  to  make  an  incision  nearly  tiiree  inchea 

tity  only  of  fluid  in  the  ventricles,  while  the  in  depth.     Hiere  was  notiiing  unuanal  to  he 

convolutions  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  were  remarked  in  any  of  the  oerebnd  ftmctiona  of 

strangely  flattened ;  proving  that  the  cerebral  this  child ;  it  was  just  like  other  duldren  of 

mass  had  undergone  strong    compression,  the  same  age  in  respect  of  inteDect.     It  died 

which  could  only  have  been  occasioned  by  its  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  boweUr. 
preternatural  volume,  and  undue  nutrition.  Tbe  late  Dr.  Sweatman  met  with  just 

Besides  the  characters  I  have  mentioned,  such  another  ahild  a  few  yean  ago :  and  I 
the  hypertrophied  and  compressed  brain  is  refer  to  his  description  of  it  the  rather,  be- 
firmer  and  tougher  than  natural ;  it  contains  cause  cases  that  occur  near  home  are  always 
but  little  red  blood ;  on^  sections  of  it  are  more  interesting,  and  satisfactory,  than  those 
seen  to  be  unusually  dry  and  pale.  which  we  merely  read  of  in  foreign  authors. 

In  several  of  the  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  Dr.  Sweatman  had  never  read  of  any  thing 

the  brain  recorded  by  authore,  the  patients  of  the  kind :  but  in  Aqgnst  1834,  a  littie 

had  suffered  epileptic  fits,or  rather  paroxysms  boy,  two  years  old,  was  brought  to  him  on 

of  convulsion;  and  in  some  of  them  the  account.of  thenxe  of  his  head.     It  had  been 

convulsions  terminated  in  paralysis.    Andral  gradually  increasing  (rom  the  sge  of  six 

states  that  the  intellectual  fiiculties  have  been  months,  till  it  had  become  so  large  as  by  its 

observed,  in  some  instances,  to  become  dull  weight  to  prevent  the  diild  from  oontinning 

and  obtuse.     Many  of  the  patients  were  long  in  the  upright  postmfe.    Hie  boy  vras 

subject  to  severe  headaches.  All  these  symp-  active  and  lively,  though  thin.    He  never 

toms  are  common  to  various  cerebral  com-  had  had  any  fit  or  oonv^um ;  bnt  occasioii* 

plaints.    The  diagnoss  of  this  rare  disorder  ally  seemed  mieasy,  and  then  would  relieve 

can  be  no  better  than  conjectural ;  and  its  himself  by  laying  his  head  upon  a  diair.  He 

treatment  we  havestill  to  seek.  had  never  squinted,  nor  was  he  subject  to 

Andral  remarks,  what  is  very  true,  that  drowsiness,  or  startings  dniing  sleep ;  and 

hypertrophy  of  the  bndn,  t.  e,  an  undue  and  his  pupils  contracted  naturally.  His  appetite 

disproportionate  development  of  that  organ,  was  good,  and  all  the  animal  functions  were 

may,  and  does  happen,  without  giving  rise  properly  performed.  Dr.  Sweatman  got  Mr. 

to  any  morbid  phaenomena  at  all.     But,  in  Mayo  to  see  the  diild  with  him ;  and  they 

such  instances,  the  brain'Ctue  is  equally  en-  both  set  it  down  as  a  case  of  hydrocephalus, 

larged  in  capacity ;  so  that  no  pressure  upon  but  agreed  in  thinking  that  in  tiie  absence  of 

the  cerebral  mass  arises  from  its  own  pneter-  symptoms  it  would  be  wrong  to  risk  dis- 

natural  growth.     It  is  only  when  the  brain  turbing  his  d%estfve  organs  by  active  medi- 

increases  faster  than  the  bony  sphere  which  dnes.     In  the  early  part  of  1835  ihfi  child 

contains  it,  that  tbe  hypertrophy  becomes  a  died  of  inflammation  of  the  chest,  and  Dr. 

disease.     In  my  patient  there  was  also,  in  Sweatman  and  Mr.  Mayo  examined  the  head, 

one  sense,  hypertrophy  of  the  skull ;   the  I  here  shew  you  a  cast  of  it.     It  measured, 

bone  was  considerably  thicker,   and  more  from   ear  to  ear,  over  the  vertex,  twelve 

compact  and  heavy,  than  is  usual ;  but  the  inches ;  from  the  superciliary  ridges  to  the 

capacity  of  the  cavity  had  not  undergone  a  occipital,  thirteen  inches ;    and  in  drcum- 

proportional  augmentation:    nay  it  might,  ference  twenty-one  inches.      The  anterior 

for  any  thing  I  know,  be  diminished  in  con-  fontonclle,  which  was  quite  flat,  measured 

sequence  of  the  increased  thickness  of  the  across  its  opposite  angles  two  inches  and  a 

bone ;  the  case  may  have  been  one  of  con-  quarter  by  one  and  a  half ;    the  posterior 

centric  hypertrophy  of  the  bone,  without  any  fontanelle  was  completely  closed,  as  was  the 

fault  of  the  brain  itself:    but  what  makes  frontal  suture.     There  was  no  absorption  of 

this  the  less  probable  is,  that  in  other  cases  bone  at  any  part;   on  the  contrary  it  was 

the  skull  has  been  found  of  the  natural  thick-  becoming  thicker.     The  dura  mater  adhered 

ness   and   density;    but   too   small  for   its  with  great  firmness  to  the  skull ;  and  a  layer 

contents.  of  false  membrane,  as  big  as  a  crown-piece. 

It  is  of  some  importance  that  you  should  was   found  upon    its    upper    and   anterior 

be  aware  that  the  brain,  and  its  case,  may  part.     Beneath  the  aradmoid  at  that  part 

be   cxtravagaiilly  developed   without  there  there  was  slight  jelly-like  effusion.     In  all 

being  any  disease,  or  any  symptoms  of  dis-  other  respects  the  organ  was  sound.     The 

ease.     M.  Scoutetten  gives  an  instance  of  convolutions    were   perfectly  distinct,    and 

this  which  he  observed  in  a  child  five  years  retained  their  proper  rounded  shape.     All 

old.     Its  head  was  as  large  as  that  of  a  well-  the  ventricles  wejrc  found  empty,  and  not 

grown  adult  person.     The  #kull  was  from  a  dilated.     The  surfaces,  however,  of  the  me- 
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dullary  matter,  exposed  by  different  sections,  of  the  brain  sunk  down,  and  collapsed.  Still 

presented  very  unusual  yascnlarity.     The  the  convolutions  on  that  side,  and  all  the 

lesson  we  learn  from  cases  of  this  kind  is,  dimensions,  are  remarkably  less  than  on  the 

that  we  are  not  to  regard  every  child  that  other.    The  anterior  lobe  projected  half  an 

has  a  very  large  head  as  a  hydrocephalic  inch  farther  on  the  right  than  on  the  left 

child ;  and  especially  that  we  are  not  to  in-  side.    The  frontal  bone,  you  will  observe,  is 

flict  upon  such  a  child  a  course  of  mercury,  much  thicker ;  twice  as  thick  on  the  atro- 

or  other  active  remedies,  unless  some  morbid  phied  as  on  the  natural  side;  and  the  frontal 

symptoms  appear.    The  nimia  euro  mediei  sinus  very  wide  and  open.  The  internal  parts 

may  in  these,  as  in  many  other  cases,  destroy  of  the  brain  are  all  diminished  in  proportion. 

health ;  produce  disease  where  none  existed  There  was  a  large  quantity  of  serous  fluid 

before.  filling  and  distending  the  subarachnoid  eel- 

Atrophy  qfthe  brain. — Having  told  you  lular  tissue.  The  nervous  matter  was  whiter 
what  I  know  of  hypertrophy  mi  the  brain,  it  and  harder  on  the  atrophied  side.  One  very 
is  proper  that  I  riiould  say  a  word  or  two  curious  thing  is,  that  the  left  lobe  of  the 
respecting  the  opposite  condition;  of  atrophy  cerebellum  was  ^e  bigger  of  the  two;  but 
of  the  cerebral  mass.  There  are  two  forms  there  was  no  such  marked  difierences  be- 
ef this  affection :  one  is  congenital,  and  tweeh  them  as  between  the  two  sides  of  the 
results  from  imperfect  development,  or  an  cerebrum. 

arrest  of  development  of  the  brain  in  its  Now  the  patient  in  whom  this  singular 

foetal  state.  In  the  other  the  change  appears  disproportion  between  the  two  sides  of  the 

to  •  take  place   in  consequence  of  disease,  brain  was  met  with,  had  been  incompletely 

either  in  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  or  hemiplegic,  as  long  as  he  could  recollect,  on 

perhaps  in  its  arteries ;  though  the  effect  of  the  right  side ;  and  the  imperfectly  palsied 

disease  in  the  arteries  is  usually  softening,  limbs  were  shrunk  and  withered,  and  the 

whieh  i>  a  species  of  atrophy.     But  in  the  fingers  of  the  hand  contracted.     Yet  he  had 

atrophy  to  which  I  am  now  alluding,  the  managed  to  walk  about  with  the  help  of  a 

volume  of  the  atrophied  part  is  diminished,  stick ;  and  there  was  nothing  remarkable, 

not  its  coueietenee.     And  the  diminution  of  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the  state  of  his  in- 

size  may  extend  only  to  a  few  convolutions ;  tellectual  fiiculties. 

or  it  may  be  most  manifest  in  the  interior  of  Tlie  same  condition  has  been  seen  on  both 

the  organ ;  in  the  optic  thalami  and  corpora  sides  of  the  brain :  the  organ  itself  existing 

striata  for  example.    There  is  still  another  in  miniature  as  it  were,  and  lying  at  the 

alteration  to  which  some  have  applied  the  lower  part   of  the  vaulted  cavity  of  the 

term  atrophy,  though  improperly  I  think :  cranium ;  the  intermediate  space  being  fiUed 

I  alhide  to  those  cases,  which  I  shall  speak  up  with  serous  fluid.    In  long-standing  cases 

of  more  particularly  soon,  in  which  the  form  of  thb  description  you  must  not  suppose  that 

and  disposition  of  the  cerebral  substance  is  the  nervous  matter  has  been  compressed  into 

altered,  the  convolutions  being  unfolded,  and  a  smaller  compass  by  the  effused  fluid;  but 

the  nervous  matter  spread  out  by  a  large  that  the  fluid  has  been  poured  out  to  fill  tliat 

coUecticm  of  fluid  in  the  interior  cavities  of  part  of  the  skull  which  is  empty  of  brain, 

the   brain,   constituting   the  disease  called  and  which  must  be  filled  with  something. 

chronic  hydroeephalue.     I  have  not  much  This  condition  of  the  cerebram  is  aooom- 

to  say  upon  what  may  be  styled  atrophy  panied  by  idiotcy. 
proper  of  the  brain :  that  it  will  give  rise  to 

symptoms  we  cannot  doubt,  but  tluit  it  shews  Acute  hydrocephahu* — I  proceed  in  the 

itself  by  any  peculiar  or  characteristic  symp-  next  place  to  the  consideration  of  that  disease 

toms  is  what  I  have  not  discovered.  to  which  the  name  of  atuie  hydrocephalue 

I  shall  content  myself,  on  this  subject,  has  been  given.     It  is  the  apoplesia  hydro^ 

with  showing  you  Cmveilhier's  represents-  cephalica  of  Cullen,in  whose  time  it  was  not 

tion  of  a  strongly  pronounced  example  of  looked  upon  as  being  of  an  inflammatory 

atrophy  of  the  entire  cerebrum  on  one  side,  character.      It  is,  in  fact,  tnflammaHon  of 

The  drawing  from  which  this  engraving  was  the  brain,   as  it  occnirs  in   children,   and 

made,  was  painted  from  the  body  of  a  patient  especially  in  fcn^/iifoatf  children.     The  in- 

who  died  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  dropsical,  in  flammatory  symptoms  are  not  always  well 

consequence  of  disease  of  the  heart.    He  was  marked ;  and  yet  they  do,  of  all  the  symp- 

forty-two  years  old.    When  you  look  at  the  toms,  call  for  the  most  attention.     That  the 

engraving  you  wiU  perceive  that  the  left  side  essence  of  the  disease  consists  in  inflamma- 

of   the  cerebrum  is   diminutive  compared  tion  we  have  abundant  evidence,  both  in  the 

with  the  right.     It  filled  up,  however,  a  jnvantia,  and  in  the  appearances  presented 

larger  space  than  it  appears  to  do  in  the  by  the  brain  after  death, 

plate,  for  the  lateral  ventricle  on  that  side  I   made  some  observations,  in  the  last 

was  distended  by  a  large  quantity  of  serous  lecture,  respecting  the  nomenclature  of  dis- 

fluid,  which  ran  out  when  the  ventricle  was  eases,  and  said  something  in  defence  of  the 

pimctured ;  and  then  the  surface  of  that  side  name  delirium  tremens.     Now  it  must  be 
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oonfefwd  that  the  diieMe  we  are  at  pnaent  Hata,  and  a  tarniBg  m  of  tiie  Onmb  towaida 

ooDtiderinf  waa  Dnfortimately  named,  wben  die  palm  of  the  hand,  ghre  waining  alao  of 

it    waa    called    hydrooephalna.      I    repeat  the  approachmg  malady, 

that  it  matten  not  at  all  what  name  we  Now  when  thia  aort  of  alteration  ia  ob- 

aaaign  to  a  diacaae,  provided  that  the  deno-  aenred  in  a  child  who  haa  any  hereditarj 

mination  doei  not  carry  with  it  any  erro-  title  to  aoroftila,  or  who  bean  the  marks  of 

neona  notion  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  the  acrofolona  dtaiketUf  or  ia  even  a  pone- 

diaeaae*     I  think  hydrocepfaalna  a  bad  name,  oociooa  and  particniarly  derer  child,  and 

becanaa  it  reminda  ua  of  one  circnmatanoe  atill  more  if  his  preaent  any  other  indication 

only  of  the  malady»  via.  the  •erooa  effoaion,  of  acroAiloiia  diteate,  there  will  be  mach 

which,  ao  far  from  being  the  eaute,  i»  only  a  gronnd  for  apprehending  that  miachicf  ia 

frequini  efftet  oi  the  diaeaae.    But  hydro-  brewing  within  hia  head.    I  advert  to  theae 

oephalua^  or  water  in  the  bead,  ia  an  appel-  tokeoa  of  acrofiila,  becanae  the  inflammation, 

latlon  10  ettabliahed,  both  among  ooraelYea  in  a  majorityof  caaea,  if  not  in  all,  ia  of  a 

and  with  the  public,  that  I  cannot  ▼entore  acrofnloua  diaracter.      Bat  there    ia    thia 

to  propoie  any  change.  peculiarity  in  it,  which  djatingwiahpa  it  from 

After  what  I  have  already  atated  in  reapect  scrofolona  inflammation  in  moat  other  parts, 

to  inflammation  of  the  brain  in  adulta,  you  tIz.  that  aa  it  occura  in  an  oiigan  of  delicate 

will  be  prepared  to  hear  that  acute  hydroce-  atnicture,  and  one  which  ia  eaaential  to  life, 

phalui    (for  I    ahall  take    the    liberty  of  ita  progreaa  ia  more  rapid,  and  it  is  mai« 

reatricting  that  term  to  the  diaeaie  aa  it  neceaaary  to  treat  the  diaeaae  vigoroualy. 

occura  in  childreny^X  tay  you  will  not  be  It  haa  been  made  a  queation  whether  the 

aurpriaed  to  learn  that  acute  hydrocephalua  derangement  of  the  digeative  oq^ana  that  has 

Aimiahea  a  great  variety  of  aymptoma ;  and  juat  been  deacribed  ia  or  ia  not  the  eaKfe  of 

many  variattona  in  the  mode  of  their  coming  the  affection  of  the  brain ;  or  whether  both 

on,  and  in  their  combination,  and  auooesaion.  the  abdominal  and  cerebral  disorder  be  not 

It  ia  of  the  greatest  importance  to  recog-  common  and  concurrent  effecta  of  the  aame 

n(se    acute    hydrocephalua  in    ita    earliest  cauae.     It  ia  said  that  the  atomach  and 

atagea;  and  even  to  look  out  for  indicattona  bowela  are  more  in  the  way  of  being  acted 

of  ita  approach.     I  shall,  therefore,  deacribe  upon    by    ii^jurioua    influmcea    than    the 

thoae  ohangea  in  the  state  of  the  young  brain,  and  that,  therefore,  the  complaint 

patient,  which  have  been  found  to  be,  in  may  be  supposed  often  to  originate  in  their 

manv  oasea,  premonitory  that  the  disease  derangement ;  and  great  good,  it  ia  alleged^ 

waa  impending.     But  such  symptoms  are  by  ia  done,   the  diaeaae  of  the  brain  ia  <rften 

no  moana  always  followed  by  acute  hydrooe«  preventedf  by  remedying  the  diaordered  atate 

phalua  ;  nor  ia  acute  hydrocephalus  alwaya  of  the  atomach  and  bowels.     On  the  other 

preceded  by  auoh  aymptoma.     Still,  when  hand,  it  may  be  atated  that  a  similar  de- 

thoy  do  ooour»  they  should  put  ua  upon  our  rangement  of  the  digestive    oi^gana  often 

guard.  oomea  on  and  lasts  long  in  childr^,  without 

Precursory  ^mpiom», — The  precur»ory  leading  to  hydrocephalus ;  and  hydrocephalua 

9^piom§  to  which  I  allude  conaiBt  chiefly  often  attacka  a  child    in  whom  no  auch 

in  a  morbid  atate  of  the  nutritive  ftmetiona.  symptoms  of  abdominal  diaeaae  have  ap- 

Th9  child  loaea  hia  appetite ;  or  his  appetite  pearod.    We  can  never  be  certain,  therefore, 

becomea  capricious :   he  sometimes  appears  that  hydrocephalus  haa  been  prevented,  in 

to  dialike  his  food,  and  sometimes  devours  it  any  given  caae,  by  remediea  addreased  to  the 

voraciously }  his  tougue  ia  foul,  hia  breath  digeative  organa.    I  cannot  think  the  ques- 

offenaive,  hia  belly  enlargea,  and  aometimea  tion  ia  one  of  much  practical  importance : 

ia  tender;  hia  bowela  are  torpid,  sind  the  whether  the  diaturbancea  of  the  nutritive 

evaouationa  (torn  them  unnatural ;  the  atoola  IVmctiona  covat  the  brain  diaease,  or  merely 

are  pale,  and  contain  but  little  bile ;  or  they  tndica/e  it,  they  are    equally  valuable  in 

are  dark,  with  vitiated  bUe,  foetid,  aour«  directing  our  attention  to  the  head, 

smelling,  alimy,  or  scybaloua ;  and  the  child  *    In  theae  little  patients  any  aouroe  of  irri- 

losM  ^a  former  healthy  aapect,  becomea  tatiou  aeema  to  act  aa  an  excitmgf  canae : 

paler,  and  thinner.     Even  already  there  are  aurgical  operationa,  which  are    aometimea 

some  indioationa  of  derangement  of  the  cere-  neceaaary  at  that  tender  age  — lalla  or  iiguriea 

bral  ftmetiona ;  the  child  ia  heavy,  languid,  of  anj  kmd— painful  dentition, 

and    dejected;    hia   cuatomary  spirit   and  iMfedet^si/aci.— nierearevatleaatydiree 

activity  are  gone ;  he  gets  fret&l  aind  irrita-  aeveral  ways  in  which  this  dianae  may  make 

Ue,  and  ia  manifoatly  uneaay;  and  aome«  its  attacka;  and  with  theae  it  ia  proper  that 

tiapiea  he  ahows  a  little  unateadineaa  and  you  ahould  be  acquainted. 

toOecing  in  hia  gait.  In  the  first  place,  it  may  come  on  frm- 

In  very  young  children,  when  the  diaorder  dmmlfyi  after  those  aymptoma  whkh  have 

ia  at  hand  or  incipiant,  an  unnatural  wake-  already  been  apoken  of  aa  being  premonitory. 

IVdaeaa  ia  often  obaervable;  a  frequent  aud-  Probably  tiliia  ia  the  way  in  which  it  aaoat 

d«tt  cry  or  acream,  a  dendiiag  of  the  little  fkeqaently  commencea.    After  a  period,  of 
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uncertain  daration,  in  which  the  child  has  tacancy  of  look,  the  eyes  being  $ei,  with  an 
complained  of  occasional  pains  in  the  belly  expression  of  dejection  which  is  peculiar  to 
and  head,  and  signs  of  derangement  of  the  certain  diseases  of  the  brain."  The  mode  of 
stomach  and  bowels  hare  been  present,  the  attack  which  has  now  been  described,  al- 
pain  in  the  head  b^ns  to  be  more  serere  though  the  most  regular  in  its  progress,  is 
and  to  recur  more  frequently ;  it  is  not  mere  not  so  common  as  the  first,  nor  as  the  third, 
headache,  but  generally  a  sharp  shooting  pain,  which  I  have  yet  to  mention.  The  third 
recurring  at  intervals ;  sometimes  it  affects  way  in  which  the  disease  makes  ita  advances 
one  side  of  the  head  more  than  the  other ;  is  very  insidious :  the  head  symptoms  super- 
the  little  patients  wake  and  shriek  out  with  the  vene  upon  the  subsidence  of  some  other  dis- 
pain,  and  this  in  children  is  a  very  charac-  order  :  scarlet  fever,  small.pox,  hooping- 
teristic  symptom;  and  as  coma  comes  on  cough,  or  any  inflammatory  or  febrile  com- 
this  shrieking  gives  place  to  an  habitual  plaint,  or  even  after  painful  dentition.  In 
moaning,  which  is  scarcely  less  characteristic,  these  cases  the  early  symptoms  are  often  but 
Very  often  in  the  beginning  of  the  disease  slightly  marked,  or  do  not  take  place  at  all ; 
there  is  pain  and  stiffness  at  the  back  of  the  the  occurrence  of  convulsions  or  paralysis 
neck  :  sometimes  there  is  much  pain  of  the  affording  the  first  evidence  that  (he  brain  is 
limbs  in  the  early  periods,  and  in  some  implicated.  This  is  the  most  dangerous 
children  extreme  tenderness  of  the  scalp,  so  form  of  hydrocephalus.  It  has  rmived 
tiiat  they  cannot  endure  to  have  the  head  the  appropriate  title  of  watentroke, 
shaved.  The  pain  of  the  head  becomes  com-  Stayet  ^  the  diseaw.^ln  whatever  way 
plicated  with  vomiting,  and  both  these  the  disease  makes  its  invasion,  it  is  apt  to  be 
symptoms  are  aggravated  by  motion.  Very  attended  with  many  and  variable  symptoms; 
often  nausea  is  excited  by  the  erect  posture,  and  different  observers,  with  the  view  of 
and  the  patient  begs  to  lie  down.  The  facilitating  the  description  of  the  disease, 
child  sighs  frequently,  and  looks  grave  or  and  of  miJdng  it  more  intelligible  and  more 
sad  ;  his  eyes  are  pained  by  a  strong  light,  easily  remembered,  have  divided  the  symp- 
so  that  he  knits  his  brows.  The  pulse  be«  toms  into  groups,  and  considered  each  group 
comes  rapid,  and  the  disturbance  and  irregn-  as  characteristic  of  a  particular  ttuffe  of  the 
larity  in  the  abdominal  functions  increase,  malady.  But  they  have  not  all  done  this  in 
This  stage  of  the  complaint  may  last  ten  the  same  way.  It  nu&y  be  of  use,  however, 
days  or  .a  fortnight,  the  child  becoming  to  inform  you  of  the  different  dassificatiotts 
daily  more  weak,  and  more  peevidi,  and  which  have  thus  been  proposed.  Dr.  Whytt, 
looking  more  and  more  ill.  who  was  almost  the  first  person  in  this  country 
In  the  second  form  of  attack  there  are  no  who  wrote  upon  tliis  disease  (I  believe  Dr. 
premonitory  symptoms  ;  or  they  occur  for  a  Paisley,  of  Glasgow,  was  the  first :  yon 
very  short  while  only  before  the  disease  sets  may  see  his  paper  in  the  third  vol.  of  the 
in  suddenly  and  violently,  with  acute  pain  in  Edin.  Med.  Eissays),  Dr.  Whytt  I  say, 
the  head  and  high  fever ;  or  with  convulsion :  whose  description  is  an  extremely  good  one, 
the  face  is  flushed,  the  eyes  are  brilliant ;  took  the  putte — which  nndergoes  very  re- 
there  is  intolerance  of  light  and  of  sound,  markable  variations  in  the  course  of  the 
and  there  are  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  disease — as  the  ground  of  his  division.  He 
abdomen.  In  short,  the  disease,  when  it  makes  three  stages  of  it  therefore;  the  first, 
commences  in  this  manner,  is  very  like  an  in  which  the  pulse  is  frequent ;  the  second, 
attack  of  continued  fever.  Yon  may  find  in  which  it  is  slow  and  irregular ;  and,  the 
these  varieties  described  in  Dr.  Cheyne's  third,  in  which  it  again  b«»me8  fk*equent 
excellent  treatise  on  this  disease.  "  We  and  feeble.  These  successive  fluctuations 
are  led  to  suspect,"  he  says,  '*  some  deeply-  in  the  pulse  are  to  be  noticed  in  very  many 
seated  evil  from  the  frantic  screams  and  cases.  Dr.  Golis,  again,  an  eminent  German 
complaints  of  the  head  and  belly,  alternating  writer  on  hydrocephalus,  whose  little  work 
with  stupor,  or  rather  lowness,  and  nn-  has  been  translated  by  the  late  Dr.  Gooch, 
willingness  to  be  roused ;  and  we  are  struck  as  being  the  best  book  on  the  subject  that 
with  the  great  irritability  of  the  stomach,  he  was  acquainted  with,  makes  four  stages, 
which  exists  in  a  degree  beyond  what  we  according  to  what  he  believes  to  be  the  con- 
generally  find  it  in  the  fevers  of  this  country;  dition  of  the  brain  in  each.  First,  he  has 
retching  and  vomiting  being  brought  on  by  the  period  of  turgetceneey  which  corresponds 
a  change  of  posture,  and  certainly  by  every  with  that  period  in  which  the  premonitory 
attempt  to  sit  up  in  bed  ;  and  the  disordered  symptoms  occur ;  secondly,  the  period  of 
state  of  the  bowels,  which  attends  this  irrita-  mflammatitm ;  thirdly,  the  period  of  ^^. 
bility  of  the  stomach,  is  also  remarkable:  fion;  fourthly,  the  period  of  paley.  The 
and  when  at  any  time  the  child  has  a  little  two  last  would  appear  to  be  almost  identi- 
respite  from  the  violence  of  these  symptoms,  cally  the  same.  Dr.  Cheyne  makes  thiee 
we  find  our  suspicions  confirmed  by  his  stages ;  which  he  finds  marked,  not  like  Dr. 
looks  ;  for  when  the  features  do  not  express  Whytt,  by  the  state  of  the  circulation,  but 
pain  or  terror,  there  is  not  unfrequently  a  by  the  state  of  the  nervous  system.    Thus 
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he  calls  the  first  the  period  of  increased  sen-  or  seyeral  days  ;  it  is  very  seldoin,  I  bdiere, 

nbiliiy^  when  every  stimulus  produces  an  that  they  continue  longer  than  a  week.     Hie 

impression  more  than  proportioned  to  its  period  answers^  in  the  general  diaractef  of 

common  effects.     In  the  second  stage,  that  the  symptoms,  to  the  period  of  excitement 

of  dindnUhed  sensibility,  the  child  is  not  in  encephalitis,  whidi,  in  truth,  is  very  much 

easily  roused,  his  pupil  is  dilated,  and  his  the  same  disease,  modified  by  its  oocurrenoe 

pulse    slow ; .  he    is    lethargic,    with    ob-  in  the  adult  subject. 

stinately  costive  boweb.    l^e  third  stage  So  also  the  second  stage  of  acute  hydro- 

with  him  is  that  of  palsy  and  convulsions,  cephalus  corresponds,  in  its  general  features, 

in  which  there  is  squinting,  rolling  of  the  with  the  period  of  collide  in  encephalitis, 

head,    stupor,    convulsions,    witli  a   rapid  The    pulse    becomes    irregular,    extremely 

thready  pulse.  variable  and  fluctuating,  and  often  siovf ; 

Cases  often  occur,  however,  that  baffle  all  it  is   easUy  accelerated,    however,   by  the 

these  attempts  at  classification.   Convulsions,  smallest  exertion — ^by  taking  the  child  out 

instead  of  being  among  the  last,  are  not  of  bed,  or  even  raising  him  into  a  sitting 

seldom   among  the  very   ^rst  symptoms,  posture.     With  this  slowness  of  the  pulse 

The  pulse  is  sometimes  remarkably  slow  at  comes  on  a  diminution  of  sensibility,  and 

tha outset;  sometimeajrequent  through  the  general  heaviness  and  stupor;   the  pupils 

whole  disease  i     and  sometimes  perfectly  dilate,  the  light  is  no  longer  tronbl»ome, 

natural.  the  vision  is  imperfect,  often  it  is  doobtfal 

I  do  not  make  these  statements  to  magnify  whether  the  child  sees  at  all.     If  the  eye  be 

the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the  disease ;  closely  examined  and  watched,  the  degree 

for  the  diagnosis  is  really  not  so  difficult  as  of  light  remaining  the  same,  the  size  of  the 

it  has  sometimes  been  repi^sented ;   but  to  pupil  will  frequently  be  seen  to  fluctuate, 

shew  you  that  you  cannot  trust  to  any  sue-  or  oscillate,  till  at  last  it  is  wide  open  and 

cession  of  symptoms,  still  less  to  any  one  immoveable ;  while  this  goes  on,  squinting 

symptom,  as  being  pathognomonic  of  the  takes  place,  and  double  vision  when  the 

cUsease.  child  can  yet  see  any  thing.     One  or  both 

The  symptoms  that  occur  during  the  first  eyes  are  turned  in,  or  more  rarely  outwards, 

stage  are  very  variable,  as  you  may  suppose  Noises  do  not  now  disturb  or  irritate  the 

from  what  I  have  said  of  the  different  modes  child— who  lies  on  his  back,  with  the  eyes 

in  which  the  disease  is  apt  to  set  in.    Those  half  closed,   in  a  state  of   drowsiness  or 

that  are  most  constant  are,  pain  of  the  head,  stupor,  which  is  occasionally  interrupted  by 

severe  shooting  pain  I  say  it  seems  to  be,  for  some  cry  or  exclamation  expressive  of  pain, 

the  child  puts  its  hand  there,  and  cries  out  Convulsions  frequently  occur,  but  not  uni- 

frequently  **OhI  my  head;"  restlessness;  formly;  slight  and  partial  spasmodic  twitcfa- 

iuability  to  sit  up ;    very  disturbed  sleep,  ings ;   or  general  and  long-continued  con- 

with  grinding  of  the  teeth,  and  from  this  vulsions;  paralysis;  sometimes  hemiplegia, 

sleep  the  child  often   starts  apparently  in  The  urine  and  stools  are  passed   unoon- 

terror,  and  with  a  scream.    The  head  is  hot  sciously.      Sometimes  the  duld,  with  feeble 

externally ;  the  little  patient  is  annoyed  by  and  tremulous  hands,  is  incessantly  picking 

light,  or  noise ;   the  pupils  are  contracted  his  lips,  or  boring  his  fingers  ipto  his  ears 

most  commonly  during  this  stage ;  the  child  or  nostrils. 

is  unwilling  to  be  disturbed,  and,  therefore.  This  stage  may  last  a  week  or  two.     And 

does  not  reply  readily  to  questions ;  but  the  what  is  remarkably,  it  is  often  attended  with 

replies,  when  made,  are  correct  and  rational,  remissions,  sometimes  sudden  and  sometimes 

This  stage  is  marked  also  by  vomiting,  a  grradual  —  deceitful  appearances  of  amend* 

total  loss  of  appetite,  a  white  tongue,  offen-  ment,  and  even  of  convalescence.    Thediild 

sive  breath,  costive  boweb,  unnatural  stools,  regains  the  use  of  its  senses ;    recognizes 

green  often,  or  black,  like  tar,  scanty  and  those  about  him  again ;  appears  to  its  anxious 

high-coloured  urine.     Dr.  GoUs  says  that  parents  to  be  recovering ; — but  in  a  day  or 

the  abdomen,   which  has  been  tumid  and  two  it  relapses  into  a  state  of  deeper  coma 

tender  perhaps,  sinks  down  and  becomes  than  before.     And  these  fhllacious  symptoms 

flat,  without  any  increased  excretion  by  stool ;  of  improvement  may  occur  more  than  once. 

and  that  this  is  a  very  characteristic  symptom.  The  third  stage  does  not  differ  materially 

The  pulse  in  this  stage  is  frequent  and  sharp,  in    the    character    of  the  symptoms    that 

In  short,  the  symptoms  are  such  (in  general)  accompany  it,  from  the  second,  except  that 

as  indicate  very  plainly  that  inflammatory  the  pulse  again  becomes  frequent,  nay,  un- 

action  is  going  on  within  the  head.     Now  commonly  rapid ;    beating  sometimes  200 

the   symptoms  that  characterize  this  first  strokes  in  the    minute,   so  that  you    can 

stage  of  the  complaint  sometimes  rapidly  scarcely  count  it.     Dr.  Whytt,  in  one  in* 

pass  into  those  which  belong  to  the  second,  stance,  counted  more  than  210  pulsations. 

Tlicy  may  not  be  present  for  more  than  a  The  child  rolls  its  head  perpetually  from  side 

few  hours;  or  they  may  lost  a  day  or  two,  to  side;  moans  continually ;  waves  its  hands 
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in  the  air,  or  one  hand,  the  other  frequently  more  frequently  met  with  in  the  strongly 
being  palsieB ;  sometimes  there  is  paraly-  marked  cases.  When  portions  of  the 
sis  of  one  side,  and  convulsiye  twitchings  of  cerebral  mass  are  removed  by  slicing  it,  a 
the  other.  The  circulation  b  very  uneqiud ;  great  number  of  red  points  are  often  obsenred, 
one  part  of  the  body  will  be  found  hot  and  speckling  its  cut  surface :  I  mention  this 
dry,  and  another  covered  with  a  cold  sweat ;  appearance  just  to  say,  that,  to  the  best  of 
the  cheeks  are  alternately  pale  and  fli^hed ;  my  belief,  it  does  not  warrant  any  conclusion 
the  child  is  raving,  or  insensible ;  tlJr  rapid  in  respect  to  the  state  of  the  brain  before 
pulse  gets  more  and  more  weak ;  and  at  death.  We  find  these  red  spots  numerous 
'  length  the  patient  expires.  In  many  in-  in  many  cases,  when  there  had  been  no 
stances  death  takes  place  in  the  midst  of  a  cerebral  affection  manifested  during  life  ; 
strong  convulsion.  This  last  period  is  of  and  they  are  not  always  to  be  seen  when 
*  very  uncertain  duration  ;  it  may  be  over  in  we  are  certain  that  there  has  been  inflam- 
a  few  hours,  or  it  may  last  a  fortnight.  mation.     With  respect  to  the  nervous  mat- 

For  my  own  part,  I  conceive  that  for  all     ter  itself,  it  is  said  to  be  sometimes  softer 
practical  purposes  it  would  be  quite  enough     than  natural,  and  occasionally  it  has  been 
to  make  two  stages  only  of  this  disease.     In    found  infiltrated,  as  it  were,   with  serous 
the  first,  the  symptoms  are  those  of  active     fluid,   wei^   and  «o  rendered  soft.      Golis 
inflammation  of  the  parts  within  the  cranium,     describes  an  instance  of  this  kind,  in  which, 
or  of  some  of  those  parts  ;  in  the  second,  we    he  says,  tfie  fluid  could  be  expressed  from 
have  the  symptoms  that  result  from  the  con-     the  cerebral  substance  as  from  a  sponge, 
sequences  and  products  of  the  inflammation.         But  the  most  common  and  characteristic 
from   softening,   and   from  the  effusion  of    change  is  aqfiening  q^  the  central  parts  of 
serum.     And  frequently  these  sets  of  symp-     the  brainy  with  an  effusion  of  serous  fiuid 
toms  are,  in  some  respects,  common  to  both     into  the  ventricles.     Generally  the  effused 
these  causes,  and  more  frequently  still  they     fluid  is  thin  and  watery ;  scrosity  rather  than 
are  mixed  up  together ;  effusion  taking  place,     serum.     It  contains  less  animal  matter,  per- 
yet  the  inflammation  going  on.      And  we     haps,   than  any   other  animal  production, 
may  understand  how  the  whole  collection  of    Dr.  Bostock  found  that  of  100  parts,  98 '6 
symptoms    may    vary   and    fluctuate,   and     consisted  of  water,   I  part  of  salt,  and  *4 
assume  an  uncertain  character,  according  as     only  of  animal  matter.      It  is  not,  tiierefbre, 
the  inflammatory  process  has  ceased,  or  is     incommon,  coagulableby  heat.  Use  quantity 
still  in  progress,  according  as  it  exists  alone,     effused  is  uncertain ;   speaking  generally,  it 
or  is   mingled  with  the  further  source  of    varies  from  two  to  six  ounces, 
cerebral  disturbance  that  is  furnished  by  its         But  the  effused  fluid  is  not  always  clear 
own  events ;  and  according  as  the  inflam-     and  limpid ;    sometimes  it   is  turbid,   like 
mation  may  have  come  to  an  end,  while  its    whey,   or   even    puriform,   with  flocculent 
events  remain  behind,  ahd  declare  their  pre-     shreds  floating  in  it.     These  have  been  con- 
sence  by  appropriate  signs  in  proportion  to     sidered  as  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph ;  but 
their  place,   and  extent,  and  their  various     I  question  whether,  in  many  cases,  they  are 
kinds  and  combinations.  not  merely  fragments  of  the  softened  and 

Anatomical  characters, — ^What  are  these  broken  down  materials  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
events  .'  In  other  words,  what  are  the  for  the  septum  locidum,  the  fornix,  and 
morbid  appearances  presented  after  death  in  other  parts  formmg  the  walls  of  the  ventri- 
acute  hydrocephalus  ?  cles,  are  very   commonly  found  softened. 

In  some  cases  we  And  traces  of  inflam^  and  pulpy,  or  entirely  disorganised.  The 
mation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain ;  a  septum  lucidum  is  perforated  perhaps  by  a 
firm  adhesion  of  the  skull-cap  to  the  dura  ragged  irregular  opening,  the  softened  por- 
mater ;  occasionally  some  adhesion  of  the  tion  having  fallen  out :  the  fornix  has  lost 
opposite  surfaces  of  the  arachnoid  membrane  its  consistence,  and  often  its  figure,  or  folia 
to  each  other.  Very  commonly  there  is  an  asunder  when  the  most  gentle  attempt  is 
effusion  of  serous  fluid  beneath  the  arach-  made  to  raise  it.  Dr.  Abercrombie  holds 
noid,  in  the  meshes  of  the  pia  mater,  and  not  only  that  this  softness  is  the  result  of 
especially  in  the  depressions  between  the  inflammation,  which  I  think  cannot  reason- 
convolutions.  You  would  suppose,  upon  ably  be  doubted,  but  tiiat  the  inflammation 
looking  at  this  collected  fluid  through  the  of  these  central  .white  parts  constitutes  the 
arachnoid,  that  it  had  the  consistence  of  essence  of  the  disease,  in  very  many  cases  of 
jelly,  but  it  is  not  so ;  if  you  divide  the  acute  hydrocephalus ;  and  what  bears  him 
arachnoid,  by  means  of  a  sharp  scalpel,  a  out  in  this  opinion  is  the  interesting  fact, 
perfectly  limpid  fluid  makes  its  escape,  that  this  softened  condition  of  the  septum 
Not  unfrequently  there  are  layers  of  coagu-  lucidum,  fornix,  and  corpus  callosum,  may 
lable  lymph  interposed  between  the  arachnoid  be  fatal  without  any  effusion  of  serum,  and 
and  pia  mater :  this  is  a  most  unequivocal  without  any  other  morbid  appearance, 
evidence  of  foregone  inflammation ;  and  it  is     although  with  all  the  symptoms  which  are 
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usually  considered  to  indicate  acate  hydro-  led  to  that  eondnson  by  the  jyn^/omv, 

cephalus.     He  relates  two  striking  examples  which  nearly   resemble    those  *tfaat    oocnr 

of  this  kind;  one  of  them  was  as  follows  : —  when  undoubted  inflammation    has  arisen 

A  woman  became  affected  with  violent  pain  from  injnries  of  the  head  :  by  the   appear^ 

in  her  head,  shooting  from  temple  to  temple,  aneea  on  duteeiion,  which  are  always  sash, 

She  was  extremely  restless,  tossing  from  one  as  inflammation   may    haye    produced,    as 

side  of  the  bed  to  the  other ;  her  eyes  were  softening  and  effusion  of  serum  ;   and  Jrt» 

slightly  suffused,  and  impatient  of  the  light ;  quentfy  such  as  nothing  but  inflammation 

pupils  contracted ;  the  pulse  60,  soft  and  could  have  produced,  as  suppuration,  aiid 

rather  weak.     She  was  repeatedly  bled,  both  the  formation  of  adventitious  membranes  ; 

generally  and  topically,  and  used  purgatives,  and  lastly,  by  the  unequivocal  relief  given 

cold  applications  to  the  head,  bhstering,  &c.  (as  we  shall  see)  by  blood-letting,  and  other 

For  tiiree  days  she  was  much  relieved  by  evacuations,  tl^  blood  drawn  being  some- 

these   measures ;   the  violent  pain  was  re-  times  also  sizy. 

moved,  and  she  complained  of  pain  only        Now  many  person?*   as   I  have  already 

when  she  moved  her  head.     She  was  quite  hinted,  lay  great  stress,  when  discussing  the 

sensible,  but  oppressed,  and  inclined  to  lie  pathology  of  acute  hydrocephalus,  upon  the 

without  being  disturbed.      At  the  end  of  previous  unhealthy  state  of  the  nutritive 

four   days   her  speech  became  affected,   of  apparatus.      They  hold  that  the    primary 

which  she  was  aware,  for  she  said  she  felt  a  disease — the  fans  et  ortgo  malt — ^lies  in  the 

difficulty  in  getting  out  her  words.      Then  stomach,  or  bowels,  or  liver ;  and  that  the 

came  stupor,  and  at  times  incoherence,  and  brain  affection  is  secondary,  and  caused  by 

double  vision,  and  at  last  coma,  and  dilated  sympathy  with  these  distant  parts :  and  this 

pupil.     She  died  on  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  opinion  they  fortify    by  referring   to   the 

of  the  disease.  frequency  of  organic  disease,  met  with  after 

The  fornix  and  septum  lucidum  were  death,  in  the  abdominal  viscera.  In  accord- 
found  broken  down  into  a  soft  white  pulpy  ance  with  these  views  of  its  origin,  they  pro- 
mass  :  there  was  no  effusion  in  the  ventri-  pose  to  cure,  or  to  prevent,  hydrocephalus, 
cles,  and  no  other  disease  in  any  part  of  the  by  re  iresaing  the  faulty  condition  of  the 
brain.  digestive  organs. 

Not  unfrequently  scrofulous  tubercles  are        Now  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  not  only 

discovered  in   the   substance  of  the  brain  ;  an  erroneous,  but  an  unsafe  doctrine :  for  it 

and   it  is  probable  that  these  would  have  tends  to  divert  our  attention  from  the  head, 

been  more  frequently  met  with,  if  they  had  and  to  suggest  a  feeble  and  inadequate  plan 

always   been   carefully   looked   for.      They  of  treatment.     The  grand  predisposing  cause 

consist  almost  universally  of  a  cheesy  kind  of  acute  hydrocephalus  is  certainly  the  scro- 

of  matter,  like  that  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  fulous  diathesis,  and  this  is  why  we  see  the 

You  will  find  a  good  deal  said  by  writers  complaint  run  so  oftfen  in  families ;  so  that 

on    this    disease,    of   morbid    appearances  one  child  having  died  of  that  disorder  affords 

found  in  other  parts  besides  the  brain,  and  much  ground  for  apprehending  that  others, 

especially  in    the  abdominal   organs, — en-  belonging  to  the  same  family,  will  become 

largement  of  the  liver,  inflammation  of  its  victims  to  it.     The  constitutional  tendency 

peritoneal  covering,  a  preternatural  develop-  is  hereditary,  and  children  bom  with  it  are 

mcnt  of  Peyer's  glands,  tuberculous  matter  liable  and  likely  to  have  strumous  disease 

in  the  glands  of  the  mesentery.      One  re-  set  up  in  various  organs  at  once,  or  perhaps 

markable   change  is  very  often  seen,   vis.  in  succession-;    not,   however,  a  succession 

intussusception     of    the    small    intestines,  of  cause  and  effect,  but  of^  common  relation 

This  probably  takes  place  a  shor^  time  only  to  one  pervading  disposition.     We  need  not 

before  death,  and  appears  to  he  the  result  be  surprised  that   scrofulous  inflammation 

of  spasmodic   or  irregular  motions  of  the  should  affect  the  brain  and  abdomen  at  the 

bowels,  analogous  to  those  which  are  observed  same  time.     When  we  find  obvious  organic 

in  the  voluntary  muscles.      The  intussus-  disease  of  the  brain,  scrofulous  tubercles  for 

cepted   portions  are  easily  pulled  out,  and  instance,  which  must  have  been  antecedent 

shew  no  marks  of  inflammation.  to  the  hydrocephalus,  it  would  be  just  as 

Pathology  and  causes  of  the  disease, —  absurd  to  look  to  the  abdomen  for  the  cause 

There  have  been  endless  discussions  respect-  of  the  hydrocephalus,  as  it  would  be  to  seek 

ing  the  true  pathology  of  acute  hydrocepha-  in  the  brain  for  an  explanation  of  the  cause 

lus,  and  it   may  be  proper  that   I   should  of  diarrhot  a  or  dysentery,  when  the  liver  or 

offer  you  a  few  remarks  upon  this  point,  colon  were  known  to  be  diseased, 
before  I  proceed   to  the  treatment  of  the        I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  the  morbid 

disease.  conditions  of  the  brain  and  of  the  abdomen 

I  need  not,  I  conceive,  take  any  farther  are  perfectly  independent  each  of  the  other, 

pains  to  convince  you  that  the  disease  is  The  vomiting  that  is  so  constant  a  fSeature 

essentially  inflammatory.     We  are  inevitably  of  acute  hydrocephalus,  the  constipation  that 
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is  80  common  a  consequence  of  head  affec-  CLINICAL  LECTURES, 

tionS|  afford  familiar  evidence  of  the  influence  -a    j\     n 

which  cerebral  disorders  may  exercise  upon  "^  ^^'  Coreioan, 

the  abdommal  functions.     Conversely,  any  Delivered  at  the  Hardufieke  Fever  and 

disease  in  other  parts  of  the  body  may  react  Whitworth  Hoepitat,  Dublin, 

injuriously  upon  the  brain,  and  may  some-  ^^  ^^^  Commencement  of  Session.  184(M1. 

tmies  be  regarded  aa  an  exciting  cause  of  ■ 

disease  in  that  organ.  Lectuiib  II. 

The  period  of  life  is  ah»  a  strong  pre-  banner  qfueinff  the  stethoscope. ^IHvisUm 

disposmgdrcumstance;  acute hydroceph^us  ^  ^^^^  .J^          cUu^^let,  Close, 

b«ng    very    "nuch    more    frequent  dunng  %i     i,  ^^  or  murmurs;  1.  Healthy 

mfancy  and  chddhood  th^  at  any  subse-  ^^^^^  ^^^^^     2.  PueHle  vesieuuS- 

quent  time.      It  u  said  that  fifty  children  ^4,^^\,^     •»     c«-«l.o«.  ^a  ^kit^,  — «^ 

..^    1    J  u    '^  •!.  ^L    i<    ^  A             *i.      «  murrnur ;  o.  tSonorous  ttnastotlous  mw- 

are  attacked  by  it  lii  the  first  five  months  of  ^^^     .    'jv/.**--/  /'Aw^^a;^/  ^a  ^-«-^ 

,.*      -               u'lj  al  «.  L       ii.     A  . 1  tnur ;  4.  Jraeneal  [oronefktai  ana  caver- 

hfe,  for  one  chUd  that  has  it  afterwards.  ^^^  murmur,^ 2d.  Clou,  Compound 

But  It  may  occur  at  any  age  up  to  the  twelfth  ^  ^             .       ^^     .^^,.      ^^^,;^ , 

or  fourteenth  year.    After  that  period  it  la  ^    j^^^^^  ^^^^^  ___  pX/oWtoW  <^ 

^^m^lrte^r'to  deepen  and  anrravate  Bronchophony. -^gophony,  how  pro. 

What^er  tends  to  deepen  and  aggravate  duced.-^Metallic  resonance,  frc. 
the  scrofulous  diathesis  —  improper  or  m-  '  ^ 
sufficient  nutriment,  exposure  to  cold,  in-  I  bblibvb  a  knowledge  of  auscultation  can 
adequate  clothing,  impure  air  —  may  be  be  rendered  much  more  simple  and  easy  of 
r^^arded  as  a  predisposing  cause  of  acute  acquirement  than  it  is  generally  supposed  to 
hydrocephalus.  And  whatever  tends  to  caU  be.  I  cannot,  perhaps,  better  expend  the 
scrofulousclMecweintoactiou,  maybe  reckoned  time  of  a  lecture  in  Uiis  early  part  of  a 
.  amoug  the  possible  exciting  causes  of  acute  session,  than  in  devoting  it  to  laying  down 
hydrocephalus.  Any  general  irritetion  may  such  rules  as  will,  I  hope,  render  the  study 
bring  it  on.  It  sometimes  supervenes  upon  of  auscultetion  simple,  and  the  attainment 
the  drjring  up  or  repression  of  eruptions,  as  of  a  knowledge  of  it  comparatively  easy, 
tinea  capitis,  or  sores  behind  the  ears.  Such  By  bringing  the  subject  before  you  at  tlida 
eruptions,  therefore,  occurring  in  strumous  early  part  of  the  session,  you  wiU  have  am- 
children,  we  must  not  attempt  to  cure  pie  time  for  testing,  by  practice,  the  rules 
suddenly ;  and  free  purging  should  be  em-  which  I  would  lay  dovm  for  guidance  in 
ployed  when  they  begin  to  disappear.  The  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  auscultetion,  and 
irritetion  produced  by  difficult  and  painful  the  correctness  of  the  classification  I  pro- 
dentition  is  a  very  frequent  exciting  cause ;  pose  to  adopt. 

and  this  is  a  source  of  danger  which,  in  many  Auscultetion  is  called  mediate  when  a 
cases,  may  be  obviated  by  timely  and  judicious  stethoscope  is  employed,  and  an  erroneous 
management.  Violent  heating  exercise  has  opinion  is,  perhaps,  even  rather  generally 
sometimes,  apparently,  kindled  the  cerebral  entertained,  that  a  stethoscope  is  employed 
inflammation.  Among  the  exciting  causes  to  magnify  sound.  A  stethoscope  has  no 
we  may  place  all  physical  ii^uries  which  jar  such  power ;'  it  conducte  sound,  but  does 
and  stun  the  brain ;  blows  on  the  head,  falls  nothing  more.  It  is,  as  a  solid  substance, 
from  a  height,  although  the  head  may  not  be  a  better  conductor  of  sound  than  the  air 
the  part  struck  ;  and  all  moral  agencies  which  which  intervenes  between  the  ear  of  the 
shock  or  strongly  distvb  the  nervous  system;  physician  and  the  parietes  of  a  patient^s 
severe  bodily  pain,  violent  fite  of  anger,  sud-  chest,  and  it  is,  therefore,  used  as  a  better 
den  fright.  Golis  goes  even  so  far  as  to  say  medium  for  conveyance  of  sound  to  his  ear. 
that  great  terror  and  distress  of  mind  in  the  The  naked  ear,  where  it  can  be  used,  or 
mother  duiing  the  latter  months  of  preg-  immediate  auscultetion,  as  ite  employ- 
nancy  may  lead  to  the  occurrence  of  acute  ment  thus  is  called,  will  give  the  sound  often 
hydrocephalus  in  the  child,  and  he  brings  better  and  more  distinct ;  but  the  side  of  the 
forward  this  curious  fiict  in  support  of  Ids  head  cannot,  in  many  instances,  and  for 
opinion : — A  large  proportion  of  the  diildren  obvious  reasons,  be  directly  or  immediately 
that  were  bom  in  Vienna  soon  after  the  bom-  applied  to  the  chest ;  •  and,  in  some  instances, 
bardment  of  that  place  by  the  French,  in  it  is  necessary  to  define  exactly  the  extent 
1809,  were  seized  with  convulsions  within  a  of  some  particular  sound,  which  the  small 
month  after  their  birth,  and  died  of  Inflam-  sixe  of  the  cup  of  the  stethoscope  enables  us 
mation  within  the  cranium ;  effusion  of  to  do,  and  which  we  could  not  do,  where  we 
ooagulable  lymph  between  the  membranes,  hare  the  side  of  the  head,  as  in  immediate 
and  of  serum  in  the  ventricles,  being  dis-  auscultetion,  applied  over  a  large  extent  of 
covered  on  dissection.  surface  of  the  parietea  of  the  chest.     For 

those  reasons  it  is  frequently  desirable  to  use 
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the  stethoBcope,  or  mediate  aiujiiltatioii,  in  this  difference  of  character  ia,  I  think,  a 

preference  to  the  naked  ear,  or  immediate  conclusive  objection  against  Bean's  theory. 
auscultation.     Previously  to  proceeding  with        Our  facility  of  becoming  acquainted  with 

our  subject,  there  is  one  caution  I  wish  to  the  sounds  of  respiration  will  be  greatly  in- 

impress  on  you  in  using  the  stethoscope  :  it  creased,  if  we  keep  always  in  mind  a  claasi- 

1b,  to  be  careful  to  keep  the  extremity  of  the  fication  that  almost  of  itself  suggests  itself; 

stethoscope  in  dose    apposition  with  the  a  division  of  the  sounds  heard  on  ausculta- 

surface  on  which  it  is  applied.     I  have  seen  tion  into  two  cHasaea — 
this  so  commonly  neglected,  that  I  know         1.  Simple  sounds,  or  murmurs, 
the  caution  ia  called  for.     Nothing  is  more         2.  Compound  sounds,  or  rattles, 
usual   than  to  see  a  person  who  is  most         There  is  no  ear,  however  unformed,  that 

anxiously  endeavouring  to  learn  ausculta-  is  not  able  to  distinguish   between  these 

tion,  foiled  in  all  his  endeavours  by  want  of  two  classes ;   there  is  no  one  who  cannot, 

attention  to  this  apparently  trivial  circum-  even  when  he  hears  a  sound  for  the  first 

stance.     He  applies  the  stethoscope  accu-  time,  no  matter  how  strange  it  may  be  to 

rately  at  first,  but  the  moment  his  eye  is  his  ear,  at  once  say  whether  the  sound  is  one 

off  it,  in  bending  his  head  to  it,  he  uncon-  produced  by  the  simple  blowing  of   air, 

sciously  inclines  the    stethoscope  to  meet  "  a  simple  sound  or  murmur,"  or  whether 

his  ear,  instead  of  keeping  it  fixed  in  its  it  is  one  generated  by  the  admixture  of  air 

position;   and  the  result  is,  that  more  or  and  liquid  together,  "  a  compound  sound  or 

less  of  the  trumpet  end  of  the  stethoscope  -  rattle.''     All  the  sounds  heard  in  the  chest 

is  raised  from  contact  with  the  surface — ^the  belong  to  one  or  other  of  those  two  kinds ; 

stethoscope  touches  with  only  a  portion  of  and  if,  when  you  hear  a  sound  of  the  exact 

its  rim,  and  it  then  ceases  to  convey  any  nature  of  which  you  may  be  in  doubt,  you 

sound.     To  avoid  this,  apply  the  stethos-  will  first  refer  it  to  its  class,  your  labour  in 

cope  accurately,  so  that  every  portion  of  its  determining  what   it  is  will  be  very  much 

rim  shall  be  in  contact  with  the  surfiuse;  diminished.     A  want  of  attention  to   this 

and  then,  preserving  it  so,  bring  the  ear  to  simple  classification,  in  mixing  up  together 

the  cap  of  the  stethoscope,  taking  care  that  confusedly  all  sounds  under  the  one  head  of 

it  is  not  altered  in  the  least  from  its  original  rdles,.  and  a  mistranslation  of  the  Freoch 

position.  word  **Tk\e,"  has  added  very  unnecessarily 

There  is,  in  the  outset  of  a  beginner's  at-  to  the  auscultator's  difficulties, 
tempts  to  learn  auscultation,  a  difficulty  in        We  shall  commence  with  our  first  claaa; 
his  way,  arising  from  a  slight  carelessness  of        Simple  wunds  or  murmurt. — These  are 

expression  in  the  work  of  Laennec,   and  the  sounds   to  the  production  of  which  a 

which  has  been  copied  in  most  of  the  com-  current  of  air  alone  is  necessary.    Their 

pilations  formed  out  of  it.     Laennec  says,  character  is  easily  recognised  even  by  the 

speaking  of  healthy  respiratory  murmur,  most  untaught  ear.    Hie  first  of  this  class 

'*  On  entend,  pendant  I'inspiration  et  I'ex-  is  the  healthy  vesicular  murmur.    Hiere  ia 

piration,  un  murmure  leger,"  &c.     In  this  no  need  of  describing  it.     It  possesses  the 

there  is  an  error.     The  healthy  respiratory  character  of  being  synchronous  with  the  acst 

vesicular  respiration   is  only  ^eard  during  of  inspiration,  and  it  ceases  to  be  audible 

uupiraiion,  or  the  sound  during  expiration  during  the  act  of  expiration.     If  the  act  of 

is  so  very  feeble  that  it  may  be  considered  inspiration  be  performed  with  greater  rapi- 

as  absent.    Whenever  a  sound  is   heard,  dity  than  natural,  so  ^t  the  velocity  of  the 

during  expiration,  of  even  very  moderate  air  traversing  the  smaffler  tubes  is  conaide- 

degree  of  loudness,  unless  at  the  root  of  the  rably  increased,  the  sound  becomes  in  pro* 

lung,  or  very  dose  to  the  trachea,  there  is  portion  louder ;  and,  when  this  loudness  is 

always  disease.     Had  Beau  paid  attention  to  remarkable,  the  sound  heard  is   **  puerile 

this  fact,  he  would  not,  I  think,  have  origi-  respiration,"  or  puerile  vesicular  murmur, 

nated  his  theory,  that  the  respiratory  murmur  The  respiration  is  naturally  quicker  in  chil- 

heard  through  the  chest  is  tiie  sound,  not  of  dren  than  in  adults,  and  hence  the  sound  is 

the  current  of  air  passing  into  the  air-vesi-  louder.     This  loud  respiration  is  the  natural 

cles,  but  is  merely  the  propagation  of  the  respiration  of  the  child  or  infant,  and  hence 

sound  generated  by  the  passage  of  the  air  its  name.     When  a  considerable  portion  of 

along  the  nasal  passage  and  pharynx  and  a  lung  in  an  adult  is  prevented  by  effusion 

trachea.     Were  his   opinion    correct,   the  into  the  pleura,  by  deposition  of  tubercle, 

respiratory  murmur  should,  throughout  the  by  the  obstruction  of  aneurism,  pressure 

chest,  present  the  same  character  which  be-  upwards  of  a  lai^  liver,  &c.  from  perfbrm- 

longs  to  it  in  those  passages,  of  being  heard  ing  its  share  of  duty,  there  is  extra  work 

equally  loud  in  inspiration  and  expiration  ;  thrown  upon  the  remaining  lung, 
but  as  it  difiera  in  the  remarkable  character        To  enable  it  to  do  the  extra  duty,  the 

of  being  audible  only  during  inspiration,  respirations  are  increased  in  frequency  from 
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15  to  perhaps  40  in  the  minute ;  and,  in  oope  as  a  connectin^p  medium  between  the 
proportion  to  the  frequency,  is  the  loudness  parietes  of  the  chest  and  the  ear.  The  mode 
of  the  sound,  or,  in  other  words,  the  degree  of  production  of  sonorous  murmur  was  very 
or  intensity  of  puerile  respiration.  This  satisfactorily  shewn  in  a  case  of  aneurism 
explains  to  us  why  puerile  respiration  is  an  some  time  since  under  my  obsenration.  The 
indication  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  tells  us  tumor  rising  from  the  arch  of  the  aorta 
that  the  respirations  are  more  rapid,  and  pressed  on  the  lower  part  of  the  trachea, 
the  vesicles  in  more  energetic  action,  than  Over  the  first  bone  of  the  sternum,  and  ex- 
natural  ;  and  we  immediately,  therefoi-e,  tending  from  this  a  little  on  each  side,  there 
on  hearing  it,  turn  our  attention  to  dis-  was  very  loud  sonorous  murmur,  but,  as  the 
cover  the  cause.  It  tells  us,  yon  will  re-  stethoscope  was  moved  away  from  this 
member,  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  cause  point  to  any  other  part  of  the  chest,  the 
which  has  given  rise  to  it.  Respiration  may  sound  became  less  and  less  loud.  There  is 
be  puerile,  even  though  the  absolute  number  one  form  of  disease,  emphysema,  in  which 
of  respirations  in  the  minute  is  not  increased,  sibilous  murmur  presents  a  character  so  re- 
provided  each  act  of  inspiration  occupies  a  markable  that  it  may  be  considered  diag* 
very  short  space,  or  is  a  rapid  act.  When  nostic  of  the  disease.  The  character  is  this — 
a  chest  is  narrow,  or  deficient  in  develop-  that  the  sound,  the  sibilous  murmur,  con- 
ment,  in  proportion,  compared  with  the  rest  tinues  after  all  external  respiratory  effort  or 
of  the  body,  the  respirations  make  up  in  motion  has  ceased.  In  other  diseases,  a 
rapidity  and  frequency  what  the  lungs  want  sound,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  coincidient 
in  capacity.  The  respiration  in  such  indi-  with  either  the  act  of  inspiration  or  expira- 
viduals  is  naturally  puerile.  Individuals  with  tion,  or  both,  but  there  is  no  sound  when  the 
such  chests  are  more  disposed  to  phthisis  than  chest  is  at,  rest. 

others.     Our  third  species  is  "  sonorous  and         Emphysema  presents  this  remarkable  cha- 

sibilous  (or  wheezing)  murmur."   This  sound  racter  particulariy,  when  at  all  aggravated 

is  identical  with  the   '*  r&le  sonore,"   and  by  the  supervention  of  even  trifling  bron- 

'*  rale  sibilant,"  of  Laennec.     The  sonorous  chitis — that,  when  the  chest  is  quite  at  rest, 

and  sibilous  murmur  only  differ  from  one  there  is  still  heard  a  clear,  and  occasionally 

another    in  tone.       When    the  sound   is  evenaveryloud,  sibilous  murmur;  indicating 

produced  in  the  larger  bronchial  tubes,  it  is  that  there  is  air  still  in  motion  within, 

the  deep-toned  or  sonorous  sound  ;  when  it  I  believe  the  mode  in  which  this  singular 

is  produced  in  the  smaller  tuba  it  is  the  phenomenon  is  produced   is  this :   that  a 

high-toned  wheezing,  or  sibilous  murmur,  number  of  the  air-cells,  which  are  greatly 

The  stages  of  a  case  of  croup  give  us  the  dilated,  are  distended  with  air  in  the  act  of 

progress  of  this  sound,  from  its  deep  low  inspiration ;  that,  from  'their  narrow  necks* 

tone  up  to  the  high  whistling  or  sibilous  they  cannot  be  emptied  so  rapidly  in  the  act 

note.     In  the  commencement  of  croup,  be-  of  expiration  as  tiie  natural-sized  cells  in 

tort  the  narrowing  of  the  larynx  is  very  their  neighbourhood,  and  that  hence,  after 

considerable,  the  sound  of  the  air  passing  in  the  naturalized  cells  are  quite  emptieid,  the 

and  out  gives  a  low-toned  rough  sonorous  distended  and  enlarged  air  bulls  continue  to, 

note ;  as  the  orifice  of  the  larynx,  by  the  pour  out  through  their  narrow  orifices  the 

progress  of  the  disease,  becomes  narrower  compressed  air  into  the  surrounding  oeUs» 

and  narrower,  the  sound  becomes  sharper  and  the  air,  in  its  passage  into  neighbouring 

and  sharper,    until  at  last  it  becomes  a  tubes  or  air-cells,  produces  that  clear  sibi- 

heightened,    acute,   whistling,   or    sibilous  lous  murmur,  or  musical  wheezing,  which  is 

sound.    If  similar    changes  occur  in  the  so  frequently  heard  within  an  emphysematous 

bronchial  tubes  within  the  thorax,  similar  chest  after  the  termination  of  e^h  act  of 

results  follow.    When  the  larger  bronchial  expiration.     In  some  of  these  imtances  the 

tubes  are  narrowed  either  by  deposition  of  sounds  are  as  varied  and  as  muncal  as  those 

viscid  mucus  within  them,  or  by  a  tumor  of  a  harmonicon. 

pressing  from  without,  the  sonorous  or  low-         TVacAm/,  bronchiai,  Mtd  eatermout  nwr- 

toned  murmur  is  heard ;  when  the  smaller  mur. — I   include  all  these  under  the  one 

tubes  are  similarly  affected,  the  sibilous  or  head  ;  I  have  a  good  authority  for  doing  so. 

high  note  is  heard.     When  those  sounds  are  Laennec  says  (vol.  i.  p.  55),  **  under  the 

generated  in  the  larynx,  we  hear  them  with  name  of  bronchial  respiratory  murmur,  I 

the    naked  ear,  because   there  is  nothing  designate  the  sound  of  inspiration  and  ezpi- 

intervening  between  the  larynx  and  the  ear  ration  in  the  larynx,  trachn,  and  larger  bron- 

to  mask  or  intercept  the  sound,  but,  when  chial  tubes  ;"  and  a  little  farther  on  (p.  558), 

generated  within  the  chest,  the  tissue  of  the  speaking    of   the    most    marked    form   of 

lung  is  BO  bad  a  conductor  of  the  sound  cavernous  respiration,   he    describes  it  as 

that  it  conveys  it  but  feebly  to  the  parietes  **  only  a  more  palpable  tracheal  or  cavernous 

of  the  chest ;  and  then,  in  order  to  hear  it,  respiration,  heard  in  cavities  and  in  large 

it  becomes  necessary  to  interpose  the  stcthos-  bronchial  tubes,  when  the  pulmonary  tissue 
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arotmd  them  is  indanited."  I  know  you  other  meaiiB,  however,  of  distingniAJng 
will  be  told  by  some  that  it  is  easy  to  dis-  between  bronchial  and  caTemonsrespiFBtkm. 
tingniBh  bronchial  from  caTemooa  mormor.  The  latter  will  moat  often  be  aooompanied 
I  do  not  thfaik  it  is,  when  there  is  consider-  with  gaiigouillenient  on  coughing,  or  with 
able  indnntion  roond  a  large  bronchial  tube ;  signs  drawn  from  peroossion,  or  even  from 
and  we  have  eridenoe  to  the  same  effect  in  the  history'  of  the  case,  that  will  enable  vs 
thoee  passages  I  have  jost  quoted  from  to  distinguish  between  a  cavity  and  a  solidi- 
Laennec.  You  can  always  mi^e  your  ear  fied  lung  surroonding  a  bronchial  tube, 
familiar  with  this  sound  f  it  exists  always  Laenneo  has  said  it  would  be  of  great  con- 
naturally  in  the  trachea,  and  hence  you  can  sequence  to  be  able  always  to  distingwiah 
at  all  times  study  it.  its  remarkable  feature  bronchial  from  yeaienlar  respiiutiim  (vide 
is,  that  it  is  equally  loud  in  the  act  of  ex-  toI.  i.  p.  87)  ;  but  he  gives  no  precise  mode 
piration  as  of  inspiration.  of  distinguishing  them.  The  following  aim* 
A  large  bronchial  tube  may  be  considered  pie  rule,  whidi  I  hsTe  for  some  years  been 
as  a  continuation  of  the  trachea*,  and  hence  in  the  habit  of  laying  down,  will  be  always 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  should  sufficient  for  this  purpose : — vesieukr  mnr- 
often  in  disease  hear  the  same  sound  from  mur,  even  when  puerile,  is  only  andiUo 
it;  but  it  will  naturally  be  asked  here, — since  during  the  act  qf  intpirmtum ;  broodiial 
form,  and  shape,  and  construction  of  the  respiration  is  audible  both  during  tnitpira/HMt 
larger  bronchial  tube,  are  so  identical  with  tmd  expiraiitm^  and  equally  loud  during 
the  trachea,  ~ why  we  do  not  hear  a  similar  eadi  of  those  acts.  Tliis  terminates  our 
'  sound  at  idl  times  from  a  large  bronchial  class  of  simple  sounds  or  murmurs ;  and  let 
tube.  It  is  because,  intervening  between  the  us  now  sum  up : — 
bronchial  tuber  and  the  ear  of  the  auscultator,  1 .  Healthy  vesicular  murmur, 
there  is  in  health  the  tissue  of  the  lung,  the  2.  Puerile  vesicular  murmur, 
worst  conductor  of  sound  that  it  is  possible  3.  Sonorous  and  sibilous  murmur, 
to  conceive ;  as  badly  calculated  to  conduct  4.  Tracheal  (cavernous  and  bronchial) 
weak  sound  as  a  mass  of  loose  wool.      The  murmur. 

sound  is  heard  with  facility  firom  the  trachea.  Compound  goumU  or  ra//lsf.-— We  shall 
because  the  stethoscope  can  be  applied  now  pass  on  to  our  second  class,  or  rattles 
directly  on  the  trachea  itself;  but  it  cannot  properly  so  caUed.  This  class  is  most 
be  heard  fh>m  a  bronchial  tube,  because  the  easily  distinguished  firom  the  preceding.  All 
tissue  of  the  lung  intervenes  to  mask  or  the  sounds  belonging  to  this  dass  ars  pro- 
smother  the  sound ;  but  let  a  portion  of  lung  duoed  by  the  admixture  of  air  and  liquid,  of 
around  a  bronchial  tube  become  solidified,  some  kind,  in  the  air  tubes  or  vesicles ;  and 
it  then  becomes  a  good  conductor  of  sound ;  the  character  of  a  sound  thus  produced  is 
the  sound  of  the  air  passing  to  and  fro  along  easily  detected  by  any  ear,  even  though  the 
the  bronefaial  tube  is  then  conTeyed  to  the  hearer  may  not  at  first  be  able  to  sav  what 
ear  as  distinctly  as  the  sound  heard  in  the  the  precise  sound  is.  If  a  sound  be  heard 
trachea.  Thus  it  is  that  when  bronchial  ^thin  the  chest  which  gives  to  the  ear  the 
murmur  is  heard,  it  tells  us  that  instead  of  impression  of  air  and  liquid  mingling  to- 
the  healthy  loose  vesicular  texture  of  the  gether,  it  must  belong  to  this  class ;  and 
lung,  there  is  now  interposed  some  solid  there  are  only  two  sounds  in  this  class,  the 
structure  which  conveys  the  murmur  of  **  crepitating  rattle"  and  the  '*  mucoua 
bronchial  respiration  to  the  ear,  and  thus  rattle." 

bronchial    respiration    becomes    a  sign  of  1st.  Cfr^tating  raiile, — ^Various  similes 

solidification  of  the  lung,  from  tubercle,  from  have  been  made  to  enable  the  young  auscul- 

pneumonia,  or  of  the  existence  of  an  intra-  tator  to  recognise  this  sound.     It  has  been 

thoracic  tumor.     The  sound  of  cavernous  compared  to  salt  crackling  on  the  fire,  to 

respiration  is  very  like  that  of  bronchial  the  noise  made  by  rolling  a  lock  of  the  hair 

respiration  :    it  is  the  same  character  of  of  the  head  between  the  finger  and  thumb, 

sound,  more  intense,  but  so  like  it  that  it  &c.     These  are  bad  similes,  for  this  reason — 

requires  a  very  practised  ear  to  distinguish  that  they  lead  you  away  from  the  manner  of 

between  the  strongest  degree  of  bronchial  production  of  the  sound.      The' sound  ta 

or  tracheal  respiration,  and  cavernous  respi-  exactly    that    of   small    bubbles    breaking 

rations.     Indeed,   the  tracheal  respiratory  through  fiuid,  and  it  is  thus  produced  in 

murmur  has  all  the  most  marked  distinguish-  the  diseases  in  whidi  the  sound  is  heard — in 

ing    characters    of   cavernous    respiration,  pneumonia,  and  in  oedema  of  the  lung.     In 

The  mass'  of  air  acting  on  the  sides  of  a  those  diseases  the  vesicles  of  the  lung  are 

cavity  acts  as  the  mass  of  air  acts  on  the  occupied  by  a  serous  exudation,  aWthe  sir, 

sides  of  the  trachea,  or  of  a  large  bronchus,  broken  by  the    minute    branches    of  tiie 

and  as  the  acting  cause  of  the  sounds  is  bronchia  into  very  small  bubbles,  makes,  by 

similar,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  the  breaking  through  this  serous  fluid,  thecrepi- 

sounds  themselves  to  be  similar.     We  have  tating  rattle.    You  can  very  easily  generate 
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it  t  half  fill  a  oommon  phial  with  water,  No.  1.  Not  examined  at  all  by  the  ate* 

and  add  to  the  water  a  few  drops  of  macilage,  thoscope. 

so  as  to  give  it  very  slight  viscidity,  then  No  2.  Case  was  followed  np  to  death, 

shake  the  bottle,  and  while  the  bubbles  are  and  signs  noticed ;  vis.  absence  of  respira- 

still  breaking  in  numbers  on  the  surface,  tory  murmur,  deamess  on  percussion,  and 

hold  the  mouth  of  the  phial  to  the  ear,  and  rAle  sibilant.    There  is  no  obsenration  of  dry 

there  is  a  very  distinct  crepitating  rattle  crepitating  rattle  among  the  signs.      Hie 

heard,  which  continues  as  long  as  the  bubbles  post-mortem  shewed  extensive  pulmonary 

continue  breaking  through  the  fluid.      If  emphysema. 

too  much  mucilage  be  added,  the  passage  No.  3.  The  signs  are  also  given  in  detail, 
of  the  bubbles  is  so  slow,  or  they  are  so  but  again  no  dry  crepitating  rattle  noted ; 
large,  that  the  sound  is  not  generated  in  yet  post-mortem,  as  bdTore,  revealed  very  ex- 
perfection.    [The  experiment  was  shewn.]  tensive  pulmonary  emphysema. 
I  am  indebted  to  Spittal's  work  on  Auscul-  No.  4  gave  the  same  result, 
tation  for  the  hint  as  to  this  mode  of  gene-  Laennec  has  stated  that  dry  crepitating 
rating  the  sound.    You  can  thus  at  pleasure  rattle  is  more  characteristio  of  interlobular 
make  and  study  the  sound,  to  render  3rour  emphysema  than  of  the  pulmonary  form, 
ear  iamiliar  with  it.    There  is  a  sub-genus  He  however  admits  (page  33)  that  he  never 
of  this  sound  made. by  Laennec,  and  of  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  any  one  die 
course  adopted,  by  all  his  compilers,  called  with  this  sfiection.    I  have  JumI  several  op- 
Bttbcrepitating  rattle,  and  described  cis  cha-  portnnities  of  examining  the  chest  for  this 
racteristic  of,  and  produced  by,  oedema.    I  sign,  in  persons  who  got  interlobular  em- 
do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  subdivision  physema  from   fractured  rib,  and   I  have 
available  in  practice,  or  recognisable  by  the  never  been  able  to  detect  the  sound.    Octo- 
ear.     Laennec  himself  says  (vol.  L  p.  341),  ber  14th,  a  man  died  in  Jervis-Street  Hos- 
**  We  must  confess  that  it  is  sometimes  dif-  pital,  with  subcutaneous  emphysema  of  the 
ficult  to  distinguish  those  two  affections,  whole  body,  the  result  of  fractured  ribs.     I 
cedema  and  pneumonia,  firom  one  another,  by  examined  his  chest  very  often  and  very  care- 
the  stethoscope."     If  we  recollect  that  in  fully  for  dry  crepitating  rattle,  but  could 
oedema  equally  as  in  pneumonia  there  is  a  never  discern  it ;  yet,  on  post-mortem  exa- 
serous  exudation  into  the  air-cells,  and  that  mination,  there  was  both  pulmonary  and  in- 
the  sound  in  both  diseases  is  produced  by  terlobular  emphysema  to  such    an  extent 
the  mingling  of   minute  air-bubbles    and  that  the  lung    did  not    collapse;'  and  it 
fluid,  we  must,  I  think,  admit  that  the  looked,  on  the  chest  being  laid  open,  as  if 
sounds  must  be  the  same.     Subcrepitating  composed  of  flocculi  of  white  wool.     The 
rattle  may,  then,  be  excluded  altogether.  patient  had  been  for  years  asthmatic.  There 
I  have  a  similar  observation  to  make  of  was  very  sharp  crepitating  rattle  in  the  sub- 
dvy  erepUatmg  raiile,    I  do  not  believe  cutaneous  tissue  when  it  was  pressed  upottt 
this  sound  exists  at  aU.     I  have  sought  for  but  none  in  the  chest.  . 
it  over  and  over  again,  and  never  yet  have  There  aire  only  two  cases  given  by  Laenp 
beenable  tomeetwithit.   Laennec  has  stated  nee  in  which  he  says  he  heard  the  sound; 
that  it  belongs  to  emphysema.    Now  of  all  but  as  there  was  also  acute  catarrh  in  those 
diseases  that  are  common  in  this  country,  cases,   and  there  was  no  post-mortem  in 
emphysema  of  the  lungs  is  one  of  the  com-  either,  no  stress  can  be  laid  on  them.     I 
monest.     I  do  not  think  in  the  winter  sea-  believe  that  the  sound  heard  in  emphysema 
son  you  can  go  into  a  ward  in  any  hospital  of  the  lung,  when  of  a  crackling  character, 
in  Dublin  wi&ont  seeing  one  or  more  cases  is  merely  a  variety  of  mucous  rattle  pro- 
of it ;  and  if  dry  crepitating  rattle  belonged  duced  by  the  catarrh  which  so  often  aggra- 
to  it,  I  think  we  could  hardly  fail  of  reoog-  vates  emphysema ;  and  that,  in  the  multipU- 
nising  it  sometime  or  other.     Laennec  has  city  of  hu  observations,  Laennec,  led  away 
compared  it  to  the  aound  produced  by  the  by  a  theoretical  notion  of  the  crackling  of 
crackling  of  a  dry  bladder,  leaving  it  to  be  an  emphjraematona  lung,  described  it  as  a 
inferred  that  the  sound  is  produ^  by  a  dry  rattle.     I  think  this* opinion  is  greatly 
similar  crackling  of  the  emphysematous  lung ;  strengthened  by  the  observation  of  a  caae  of 
but  a  lung,  no  matter  how  emphysematous,  emphysema.     If  examined  just  when  an  ex* 
can  never  be  dry  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  acerbation  or  asthmatic  attack  is  coming  on» 
and  when  we  fSeel  a  lung  that  is  very  empby-  there  are  heard  all  varieties  of  wheesing  or 
sematous,  one  of  its  most  remarkable  cha*  sibilous  murmurs  through  the  tubes,  arising 
racters  is  that  it  feels  like  soft  wool,  much  from  their  narrowing,  caused  by  congestion 
more  deslllnte  of  any  crackling  fed  than  a  of  the  mucous  lining  of  those  tubes  at  this 
healthy  lung.     Laennec  gives  no  satisfibctory  early  stage,  but  no  crepitating  rattle.     But 
proof  of  haviug  heard  it ;  of  emphysema  he  as  the  attacl^^ai^^  in  expectoration, 
gives  four  cases.  ^^hjk^^^^^^^^k  murmurs  become 
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mingled  with  rattka,  vdiich  are,  however,  to  him  through  the  tube  of  the  stethoscope, 

not  dry,  but  moist  or  mucous  rattles.     I  The  same  resonance  extends  along  the  brcm- 

think  the  conclusion  we  may  safely  arrive  at  chial  tubes  into  the  chest,  but  is  lost,  in 

is,  that  there  is  really  no  such  sound  within  ordinary  circumstances,  by  the  loose  tissue  of 

the  chest  as  dry  crepitating  rattle.  the  lung  intervening  between  each  mode- 

2d.  Mucous  rattle. — ^Thia  sound  is  always  rately-sized  bronchial  tube,  and  the  walls  of 

roost  easily  recognised.    We  have  all  heard  the  chest ;  but  if  the  tissue  of  the  lung  be 

what  is  popularly  called  the  death-rattle  in  a  rendered  solid  by  pnenmonia  or  tubercular 

dying  person.     When  a  quantity  of  mucus,  deposition,  then  the  sound  is  readily  conveyed 

pus,  or  blood,  in  the  trachea,  is  churned  up  from  the  bronchial  tube,  and  the  voice  ia 

in  the  act  of  respiration  with  the  air  passing  heard  from  within  the  chest  nearly  as  dis* 

through  the  trachea,  the  mucous  rattle  in  tinctly  as  when  the  atethosoope  had  been 

this  situation,  and  thus  generated,  is  easily  placed  over  the  larynx  or  trachea.     To  the 

heard  by  the  ear,  without  approaching   it  voice  thus  heard  from  within  the  chest,  the 

even  closely  to  the  trachea.      If  the  same  name  of  bronchophony  or  pe<^riloqny  is 

rattling  of  any  one  of  those  fluids  and  air  is  given.     They  are  but  different  degrees  of  the 

taking  place  lower  down,  in  the  first,  second,  same   sound.      If  there  be  a  cavity,   the 

third,  or  fourth-rate  bronchial  tubes,  there  multiplication  of  the  sound  within  it  gives  a 

is  the  same  sound  produced ;  but  it  is  ne-  sound  exactly  analogous  to  that  heard  from 

cessary  to  bring  the  ear  either  directly,  or  the  trachea ;  or  if  there  be  a  good  conduct, 

through  the  medium  of  the  stethoscope,  to  ing  medium   between  any  lurgB  bronchial 

the  parietes  of  the  chest,  to  hear  it.     Hie  tube  and  the  surface,  the  voice  is  heard  from 

sound  is  easily  recognised  as  produced  by  it  with  the  same  deameas.     In  a  case  of 

the  admixture  of  air  in  large  bubbles  widi  aneurism,  pressing  on  the  right  side  of  the 

some  liquid ;  and  as  the  bubbles  can  only  trachea,  related  by  Drs.  Graves  and  Stokea, 

be  large  in  either  good-sized  bronchial  tubes  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  1834,  it  is  noted  that 

or  in  a  cavity,  when  heard  it  always  indi-  **  well-marked  pectoriloquy  may  be  heard  on 

cates  either  effusion  into  the  larger  tubes,  or,  applying  the  stethoscope  to  the   anterior 

when  the  bubbles  are  remarkably  large,  and  portion  of  the  tumor."     And,  in  Laennec, 

the  rattling  confined  to  a  particular  locality,  vol.  i.  p.  65,  it  is  observed  that  "  in  ^ii^n 

it  indicates  that  there  is  a  mass  of  liquid  subjects,  particularly  children,  there  is,  at  the 

coHected  into  one  spot,  and  then  the  sound  superior  internal  angle  of  the  scapula,   a 

is  called  gargouillement.     Gargouillement  is  bronchophony  in  intensity  equal  to  pecko- 

only  an  extreme  degree  of  mucous  rattle,'  riloquy." 

circnmscribed  in  its  extent.  These  observations  all  prove  that  there  is 

We  have  now    gone  through    the    two  no  difference  in  kind  between  bronchoivhony 

classes   of   sounds,  and  divided  into  two  and  pectoriloquy.     The  difference  is  only  in 

classes  they  will  now  stand  thus : —  degree.     The  sound  is  only  deserving  of  the 

1*/  Class.— Simple  sounds  or  murmurs  name  of   pectorUoquy  when  it  comes  so 

will  contain sharp  mto  the  ear  as  to  obliterate  altogether 

.  the  natural  voice  of  the  patient ;  but  there 

1 .  Healthy  vesicular  murmur.  ^^  ^  ^^^^  of  this^  from  very  slight  reso- 

2.  Puenle  vesicular  murmur.  ^^^^^  „p  ^  ^^^  intensity. 

3.  Sonorous  and  sibilous  murmur.  There  is  a  singular  form  of  bronchophony 

4.  Trachcal(cavernou8andbronchial)mur-  h^j  in  some  cases  of  pleuritic  effusion,  to 

^^^*  which  the  name  of  segophony  is  given  from, 

2d  Class. — Compound  sounds  or  rattles: —  the  singuUr  bleating  resonance,  resembling 

1 .  Crepitating.  ^^  «^  »  goat,  which  accompanies  it.     TWs 

2    Mucous                                              .•  prqmrotion  will  help  us  to  explain  the  mode 

of   its  production.    [A  preparation   of  the 

Theseare  all  the  divisions  that  are  neoessary  trachea  and  bronchial  tubeig,  the  tissue  of 

for  any  purpose.     It  is  easy,  when  a  sound  is  the  lung   having  been  removed,  was  exhi- 

hcard,  to  at  once  say,  fromits  nature,  to  which  bited.]     This  preparation  shows  us  a  laige 

of  these  classes  it  belongs,  and  this  being  brandi  of    bronchial  tubes    going  to  the 

ascertained,  it  is  not  difficult  to  determine  large  lower  lobes  of  the  lung  on  each  side, 

which  of  the  sounds  it  may  be.     The  voice,  When  effusion  takes  place  into  the  cavity  of 

heard  through  the  medium  of  the  stethoscope,  the  pleura,  the  lower  lobes  are  pressed  up- 

presents  some  alterations  of  consequence  to  be  wards ;  this  brush  of  bronchial  tubes  is  also 

acquainted  with.  If  the  stethoscope  be  applied  pressed  upwards  ;  the  tubes  arc  also  pressed 

over  the  larynx  or  trachea  in  any  individual,  close  together,  and  then  there  is  a  bimdle  of 

and  that  individual  speak,  the  voice  will  come  broncliial  tubes  lying  close  together  in  the 

so  sharply  through  the  stethoscope,  that  the  angle  of  the  ribs,  and  a  little  below   the 

hearer  would  fancy  the  jierson  was  speaking  scapula.      If  over   this   place  the  stethos- 
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cope  be  applied  and  the  patient  speak,  the  disease  of  the  articulatioa  itself.  Too 
whole  bundle  of  tubes  vibrates  together,  much  importance,  however,  has  been 
and  there  is  a  corresponding  mcrease  of  re-  attached  to  this  as  a  diagnostic  mark, 
sonance  given  to  the  voice,  firom  which  it  and  it  has  proved,  in  my  estimation,  a 
derives  its  name  of  tegophony.  If  the  effu-  constant  source  of  error ;  for  I  shall 
sion  be  very  great  in  amount,  the  sound  is  be  enabled  hereafter  to  show  that  this 
lost,  for  then  the  sides  of  the  tubes  are  gymptom  almost  always  accompanies 
pressed  together,  and  the  lung  is  forced  incipient  lumbar  disease,  and  that  it  is 
away  from  the  angle  of  the  nbs.  If  ^e  gg^eraUy  absent  in  the  earlier,  and  not 
effusion  be  not  sufficient  in  amount,  the  fi„,„„„  i^^e— ,4-  ;«  fV.^  i»ff».  If«r.««  r^f 
sound  is  not  heard,  for  then  the  bronchial  ^^^?y»  Present  m  the  latter  stages  of 
tubesarenotpressed together soastogive the  morbus  cox«.  When  we  take  mto con- 
necessary  res^ce.  'HiesoundofsB^phony  sideration  Oie  relative  situations  of  the 
is  only  present  at  a  particular  stage  of  the  P^oas  muscle  and  lumbw  nerves  which 
amount  of  effusion.  It  U  a  sign  of  very  we  destined  to  supply  thfe  lower  extre- 
litUe  practical  value.  We  have  it  only  when  nuty.  it  must  be  at  once  apparent  that 
we  do  not  stand  in  need  of  it ;  and,  except  abscess  forming  in  that  situation  (whe- 
as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  it  is  hardly  worth  ther  as  a  consequence  of  carious  ver- 
taking  notice  of.  In  pneumo-thorax  there  tebree,  or,  as  often  happens,  of  a  depo- 
is  such  an  extent  of  reverberating  surface,  sition  of  tuberculous  matter  in  the 
that  when  the  patient  speaks  a  ringing  ac-  cellular  tissue  abounding  in  the  neigh- 
oompanies  the  voice  as  if  the  patient  spoke  bourhood  of  that  muscle)  must  transmit 
into  a  hell,  and  if  a  bubble  of  air  break  on  pain  along  the  course  of  the  nerves,  as 
the  surface  of  the  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  they  are  naturally  involved  in  the  dis- 
pleora,  or  a  drop  of  liquid  fall  on  the  sur-  ^^ .  ^nd  hence  the  hip,  the  thigh,  and 
face  of  the  largor  mass  below,  a  nmilar  knee-joint,  become  alternately  or  simul- 
ringmg  accompam^  it.  The  former  is  me-  taneonsly  affected.  The  flattening  of 
taUic  resonance  ;^e  hitto  metelhc  tmkhng.  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^j^  » 1 
There  is  no  mistaking  them  for  any  other  r  atT^Iv.-  \^  "^wv-k  v*  ^.^  ** 
sound.  If  you  wmTow  remember  the  two  of  the  tlugh,  are  equally  common  to  the 
grand  classes,  and  first  ascertain,  on  hearing  ^'^y  stages  of  hip  ajnd  lumbar  abscess, 
a  sound,  to  which  dass  it  belong,  there  will  pe  cause  being  the  same  m  both 
be  almost  no  difficulty  in  determining  vrhat  instances.  The  patient  throws  the 
the  particular  sound  is,  while  knowing  the  weight  of  the  body  on  the  sound  limb, 
mode  of  production  of  each  will  much  fui-  maintaining  the  opposite  one  in  a  state 
litate  its  recognition.  I  have  found  the  of  quietude  by  every  possible  means  in 
divisions  I  have  made  in  this  classification  his  power ;  and  in  this  way  the  canting 
sufficient  for  all  purposes,  whether  of  scien-  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  muscular  atrophy 
tific  or  practical  investigation,  and  I  think  you  consequent  on  inactivity  of  the  extre- 
will,  on  trial  and  experience,  agree  with  me.  mitv,  arise. 

'f  he  various  modes  of  examination 

recommended  by  authors  to  ascertain 

ON  HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  if  disease  be  situated  in  the  hip  joint 

ABSCESS.  are  open  to  objection.    We  are  told  by 

By  Wm.  Olivbr  Cualk,  Esq.  ^^^  *°,  ^®  flexion  and  extension 
«..  «  ..^«  .«„.^.  alternately,  and  to  rotate  the  hmb  out- 
Resident  Surg^to^heRoyja  Sea-Bathing  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^ .  ^„^  ^j^^^  y^^  ^y^^^^ 

rr,     .      n  1               ,  means  we  shall  not  fail  to  discover  a 

[Continued  from  p.  831.]  crepitus,  &c.    If  the  affection  be  so  far 

(Bfr  the  Medical  Oazeiif.J  advanced  as  to  eive  rise  to  this  sensa- 
tion,  it  will  rarely  happen  that  a  neces- 
sity can  exist  for  a  proceeding  fraught 
The  earlier  indications  of  hip  disease,  with  so  much  suffering  to  the  patient*, 
such  as  flattening  of  the  nates,  slight  as  in  that  case  there  will  be  other 
limping,  pain  on  pressure  in  the  groin,  pathological  phenomena  sufficiently 
enlarged  inguinal  glands,  canting  of  the  demonstrative  of  the  condition  of  the 
pelvis,  with  apparent  lengthening  of  joint,  without  resorting  to  such  means, 
the  limb,  &c.  &c.  have  been  described  Pain,  imparted  by  extension  and  rota- 
by  varioufc  liuthors ;  but  above  all,  pain  tion  of  uie  linib  outwards,  cannot  be 

in  the  knee  has  been  esteemed  one  of     

the  chief  and  premonitory  symptoms  of 

its  approach;    this  circumstance  alone  *  I  have  wore  than  once  wnwvereijymptoini 

,.'<^         .j'      J        re  .      .   .      ...     .  ensue  not  only  in  this,  but  in  other,  diseases  of 

being  considered  suracient  to  indicate  ioints,  after  an  examination  so  conducted. 
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csonsidered  indicatiTe  of  morbuB  cohb  produced  by  it  as  well  ai  by  flexion, 

alcme,  for  it  Ib  quite  certain  that  in  rotation,  &c.  &c.  it  may  be  considaed 

both  ingtances   tne   psoas   muscle  is  in  most  instances  characteristic  of  cox- 

brought  into  forcible  action,  and,  there-  &^ga. 

fore,  if  disease  be  situated  in  that  part,  The  pain  is  often  very  acute  even  on 
pain  must  be  transmitted  along  the  very  slight  percussion.  The  following 
course  of  the  nerves :  hence  the  patient  case  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  fact, 
refers  it  to  the  hip  and  knee.  Pressure  Henry  Xancaster,  «et.  1 1,  admitted  as 
behind  the  trocnanter  affords  us.no  an  out-door  patient,  June  6th,  1836, 
better  means  of  diagnosis ;  for  if  an  suffering  under  disease  of  the  hip,  on 
accumulation  of  pus  exists  in  the  lum-  the  right  side.  States  that  about 
bar  reffion,  the  ischiatic  nerve  will  eighteen  months  since  he  received  a 
always  De  found  more  or  less  sensitive  violent  kick  in  the  groin,  and  that  at 
on  pressure :  thus  an  examination  so  the  same  time  he  fell  down  a  flight  of 
conducted,  and  in  this  particular  situa-  stairs.  He  complained  of  slight  pain 
tion,  is  inconclusive.  Not  less  so  is  the  following  oay,  which,  however, 
that  where  pressure  is  made  in  front  of  soon  ceased,  and  he  experienced  no 
the  joint  in  the  groin.  The  psoas  and  return  of  it  until  three  weeks  after- 
iliacus  intemus  muscles,  as  they  quit  wards,  when  the  hip-joint  became  pain- 
the  pelvis,  pass  immediately  over  the  fill,  and  has  continued  more  or  less  so 
articulation ;  conseauently  any  inflam-  up  to  the  present  period.  The  toe  is 
matory  excitement  from  tne  formation  turned  inwards,  and  since  the  recur- 
of  abscess  in  the  first  mentioned'  of  rence  of  the  symptoms  he  has  been  in 
these  must  naturally  tend  to  render  it  the  habit  of  resting  the  heel  of  the 
highlv  sensitive  to  pressure.  (That  such  affected  limb  on  the  instep  of  the  sound 
is  really  the  case,  1  have  haid  frequent  one ;  and  such  at  this  time  is  the  corn- 
opportunities  of  proving).  Again,  the  mon  position  of  it:  he  says  distinctly 
very  common  coincidence  of  sympa-  that  he  has  never  had  any  pain  in  the 
thetic  enlargement  of  the  inguinal  knee,  and  that,  when  lying  down,  the 
glands  in  both  disorders,  is  another  hip-joint  is  comparatively  easy.  He 
source  of  pain,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  limps  in  his  walk,  and  uses  a  stick, 
depended  on  as  pathognomonic  of  mor-  On  slightly  percussing  the  trochanter, 
bus  coxae  only.  he  experiences  acute  pain.    Rotation, 

It  is  quite  certain   that  whenever  flexion,  and  extension,    also  produce 

flexion,  extension,  rotation  outwards  considerable  sufierin^.      His  general 

and  inwards,  are  resorted  to  in  disease  health  is  much  impaired ;  the  tongue 

of  the  joint,  pain  must  be  the  con-  is  furred,  pulse  feeble  and  c^uick,  bowels 

sequence,  as  by  all  these,  means  the  costive,    motions    of  a   light   yellow 

head  of  the  femur  is  moved  in  the  in-  colour,  pain  on  pressure  in  the  region 

flamed  socket.    But  extension  and  rota-  of  the  liver.     Leeches  were  applied  to 

tion,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  are  the  epigastrium,  followed  by  a  blister, 

equally  productive  of  it  in  the  earlier  Alterative  doses  of  mercury,  together 

stages  of  lumbar  abscess.  with  tonics  of  sarsaparilla  and  bark. 

Another  method  of  examination  is  were  exhibited.    He  w^as  ordered  the 

adopted  by  some  surgeons.  The  patient  warm   salt  water-bath   three  times  a 

is  placed  m  a  supine  position,  the  thigh  week,  followed  by  the  warm  douche, 

is  Dent  on  the  pelvis,  and  then  ^he  knee  applied    immediately    over  the  joint, 

is  struck  by  the  hand ;  and  if  pain  is  Iliis  treatment  was  persevered  in  for 

■  ^ven  to  the  articulation,  they  consider  six  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 

it  a  sufiicient  evidence  of  disease.    But  left  the  Infirmary,  having  recovered  the 

this  also  is  liable  to  objection,  as  the  use  of  his  limb,  the  articulation  beinc^ 

sensation  so  produced  may  be  equally  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  his  genereu 

conveyed  to  the  psoas  muscle.      To  health  reinstated.      I  have  already  ob- 

obviate  some  of  these  difliculties,   I  served,  that  pain  in  the  knee  is  not 

.  usually  adopt  the  following  method : —  always  present   in  the  latter  stages  of 

The  patient  being  placed  in  bed  or  on  hip  disease,  although  it  is  obvious  that 

a  couch,  lying  on  his  sound  side,  I  use  such  must  generally  be  the  case,  espcci- 

percussion  immediately  over  the  CTeat  ally  when  siq>puration  has  taken  place 

trochanter,  by  which  means  the  shock  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint,   for  under 

is  more  surely  and  immediately  com-  such  circumstances  the  soft  parts  be- 

municated  to  the  joint;  and  if  pain  is  come  implicated  in  the  disease,  and 
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pohi  as  ft  necefisary   consemience  k  and  the  synoTial  gknds  or  apparattu, 

transmitted  along  the  nerves  or  the  limb,  the  bone  ^ras  exposed  to  about  the 

The  two  following  cases,  which  ter-  size  and  appearance  of  a  sixpence.  The 

minated  fatally,  are  instances  of  the  synovial  surfaces  had  lost  their  usual 

absence  of  pain  in  the  knee-joint,  from  shining  appearance,  from  the  absence 

the  beginning  to  the  termination  of  the  of  the  natural  secretion.  Small  portions 

disorder.  of  tubercular  matter  were  observed  on 

Ann  Mervin,  set.  7f  admitted  on  the  the  head  of  the  femur  and  in  the  cavitr 

4th  May,  1836.     The  local  symptoms  of  the  joint.      The  viscera  of  the  chest 

were  as  follows :  ^at  flattening  of  the  were  in  a  healthy  state ;  the  liver  was 

nates  on  the  left  side  ;  limb  lengthened  atrophous  and  of  a  pale  yellow  'colour  | 

to  about  two  inches ;  the  trochanter,  the  gall-bladder  contained  scarcely  any 

knee,  and  ankle  joints,  lower  than  those  bile,  and  what  little  there  was,  could 

of  the  sound  extremity;  the  foot  turned  scarcely  be  said,  as  far  as  appearances 

outwards,  and  the  leg  extended.    There  went,  to  vary  troia  its  natural  state, 

was  no  perceptible  alteration  in  the  except  thatit  was  unusually  inspissated, 

osseous  structure.    Flexion,  extension.  The  spleen  was  very  small,  but  not 

&c.  &c.  caused  great  suffering.    Slight  much  altered  in  structure  or  appearance, 

percussion  over  the   trochanter  com-  Some  of  the  mesenteric  glands  were 

municated  acute  pain  to  the  articula-  enlarged ;'  the  greatest  size  not  exceed- 

tion.     She  complained  of  pain  in  the  ine*  that  of  a  large  pea. 
upper  and  fore  part  of  the  thigh,  and        Esther  Bond,  set.  8,  admitted  May 

stated  distinctly  she  had  never  suffered  19th,  1836,  suffering  under  disease  of 

in  the  knee».    She  was  in  a  state  of  the  left  hip-joint,  m  its  suppurative 

extreme  debility  and  emaciation,  and  stage.    There  is  considerable  fulness 

labouring^  under  con  tan  t  febrile  acces-  of  the  nates,  more  especially  in  the 

sions.    The  pulse  was  extremely  quick  vicinity  of  the  articulation,  forming  a 

and  feeble,  the  tongue  furred  and  very  hard  and  circumscribed   tumor ;   the 

red   at    the    tvp,    constant    diarrhoea,  prominence  of  the    great   trochanter 

evacuations    of^  a   clay-coloured    and  cannot  be  traced ;  the  parts  are  highly 

yeasty  appearance.   She  was  also  suffer-  sensitive  and  painful ;  percussion  over 

mg  from  a  short  hacking  cough,  acom-  the  joint  causes  severe  suffering ;  the 

panied  by  occasional  dyspnoea.     The  limb  is  wasted,  lengthened,  and  turned 

abdomen  was  generally  tender,  especi-  inwards.     She  lies  with  the  knee  bent, 

ally  in  the  hepatic  re^on.     The  treat-  and  rests  the  limb  on  the  sound  one ; 

ment  was  chiefly  palliative ;  and  every  but  the  thigh  is  not  flexed  on  the 

endeavour  was  made  to  remove  the  pelvis.    Any  attempt  at  flexion,  exten- 

more  urs;ent  and  distressing  symptoms,  sion,  or  rotation,  produces  excruciating 

but  with  little  success.    She  died  on  pain.   There  is  a  sinous  opening  on  the 

the  21st  of  June  following.  middle  and  exterior  of  the  thign,  from 

A  post-mortem  examination  was  in-  which  about  4oz.  of  tolerably  healthy 
stituted  a  few  hours  after  death.  On  pus  is  discharged  daily.  She  states 
reflecting  the  inteeuments  of  the  hip,  I  distinctly  that  she  has  never  experi- 
was  struck  with  tne  atrophous  apjiear-  enced  any  padn  in  the  knee.  Her 
ance  of  the  gluteal  and  subjacent  mus-  general  healtn  is  much  deraneed ;  pulse 
cles.  They  were  so  thin  and  flaccid,  quickandsmall,  bowels  inactive,  evacu- 
and  so  pale  in  colour,  that  they  could  ations  unhealthy,  urine  thick  and  scanty, 
hardly  oe  said  to  exhibit  the  characte-  depositing  a  copious  red  gediment ;  hec- 
ristics  of  muscular  fibre.  The  capsular  tic  fever,  profuse  niffht  sweats.  The 
ligtunent  was  entire  :  on  dividing  it,  the  patient  remained  under  treatment  for 
head  of  the  femur,  which  was  in  a  state  a  period  of  five  months,  during  which 
of  incipient  caries,  was  readily  dis-  time  a  variety  of  means  were  adopted, 
engaged  from  the  cotyloid  cavity.  The  but  without  success.  She  died  of  ccre- 
ligamentum  teres  was  entirely  de-  bral  disease,  October  15th. 
stroyed  and  removed'  by  absorption.  The  body  was  examined  a  few  hours 
not  the  slightestvestige  of  that  structure  after  death.  On  reflecting  back  the 
remaining.  At  the  point  corresponding  integuments  and  the  gluteus  maximus 
with  the  attachment  of  the  ligament  a  large  cavity  was  disclosed,  communi- 
eating  with  the  opening  on  the  thigh, 

•  As  the  patient  wm  m  youngNl  n>*«'e  parM-  from  which  the  pus  flowed  freely.     The 
calar  inquiries  of  her  parents,  who  corrotioratea         ,.  .  *.  ^  ^-.i.«''i.    i 

her  Btatcment  in  this  respect.  subjacent   muscles  were  entirely  de- 
693.— XXVII.  3  N 
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neck  of  Ihc  femur.  The  capsular  liga-  extensively  nffected,  that  k  laige  per- 
mcnt  was  for  the  most  part  destroyed  fomtion  exisled  bI  the  botlom  ol  it, 
hj  ibe  ulcerative  process,  although  it    through  which  about  2oi.  o(  pus  b*d 


capcd  &nd  lodged  iil  the  side  of  the 
The  woodcut.  No.  I,  (cofied 
Fio.  1  .—Cat  of  B.  Bomd. 


k.    P«n>ntloa*lllwbotlamiirtbcMityIiiiilc»itT. 

from  a  coppenilatc  engraving  which  of  the  socket  may  cammcnce  u  thai 
WHH  executed  from  the  preparation  in  point.  If,  in  the  first  case,  (thmt  of 
my  |iossessjnn).  is  a  representation  of  Ann  Mertin),  the  patient  had  UvH 
(he  state  of  the  jKirts.  The  thoracic  long  enough,  it  is  obvious  that  dotme- 
and  nbdominal  viscera  were  next  ex-  tion  of  the  bone  would  have  proeerdnt 
amined:  the  formerwerehealthy.  The  from  that  spot  where  it  had  been  de- 
liver was  engorged,  and  presented  on  nuded  of  its  natural  covering.  In  the 
its  convex  surface  two  cr  three  patches  serond,  (that  of  Esther  Bond),  it  ban 
of  yellowish  tDdumtion,  which  afforded  been  seen  that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
considerable  resist  a  lie  I'  to  the  scalpel  on  bottom  part  of  the  cavity  was  dcftnTrnl, 
incision.  The  gall-bkJtIer  contained  and  it  is  probable  that  it  ori^nntei  hi 
al>outaiImchm.indahalfufin):pissate4  this  circumstunce.  In  both  inttanerc, 
bile,  not  varying  much  from  its  nntuml  it  «HH  be  remembered,  the  limb  waii 
colour.  A  fewoflhemesenlcricglimils  lengthened;  in  each  the  diseiue  origi- 
were  tubercular,  and  enlarged  to  ilie  nated  from  vfolence  to  the  hip-joint — a 
BiKofni>ea.  The  whole  substance  of  circumstance  which  I  ou^t  to  have 
the  brain  wns  in  a  marked  stale  of  mentioned  in  detailing  their  respective 
tamollisseraent*  :  the  lateral  ventricles  cases.  I  have  also  anotherpreparBtioa 
contained  about  l2o*.  of  senira.     The  in  my  possession,  wherein  the  bottoia 


...achnoid  membrane  was  thickened  in  part  of  the  cotirloid  cavity  is  destrnyrd 

pbecs,  and  its  vessels  highly  congested.  W  caries  forming  a  small  opening  into 

The  foregoing  cases  appear  to  me  the  pelvis.    This  was  the  ease  of  Daniel 

illustTative   of  another   fact,    namely,  Maearty  (to  be  hereafter  mentioned), 

tliut  whenever  the   ligamenliim  teres,  who  suffered  from  lumbar  af 


and  the  syiioiinl  apparatus  or  glnnds,     consecutive  disease  of  the  join L     The 
are  destroyed  by  inflammation,  caries     jiart  in  which  affections  of  the  articnla- 


has  been  the  freqaeal 

,„, . „.™    subject  of  disconon;  but  it  is  plain 

ID  ftonr  tunn  sftfr  cteih.        that  if  they  are  produced  by  Tkteoo. 
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either  the  synovial  surface,  cartilage, 
round  ligament,  or  bone,  may  beinjured, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  accident ; 
and,  what  is  most  likely,  more  than 
one  of  these  structures  may  suffer  at 
the  time.  It  is  therefore  extremely 
difficult  to  decide  upon  this  point ;  nor 
does  it  appear  to  me  of  any  great  practi- 
cal importance:  let  the  disease  com- 
mence where  it  will,  parts  so  intimately 


connected  and  mutually  dependent  on 
each  other  as  the  complex  apparatus  of 
the  hip-joint,  must  soon  be  involved. 
Accordingly,  whenever  we  are  called 
upon  to  examine  those  who  have  died 
oi  this  affection,  the  destruction  that 
has  taken  place  is  ffenerally  great. 
The  extent  to  which  this  may  proceed 
is  shown  by  the  woodcut,  No.  2.  It  is 
the  case  of  Greorge  Abel,  set.  6,  admitted 


Fig.  2,-^Ca9e  qf  George  Abel. 


May  14,  1835,  suffering  under  disease 
of  the  right  hip.  The  local  symptomlb 
were  mo^t  severe,  especially  during  the 
latter  period  of  his  existence.  There 
was  a  sinus  on  the  middle  and  outer 
part  of  the  thigh,  discharging  a  foetid 
and  unhealthy  pus.  The  patient  en- 
dured excruciatmg  pain  in  the  hip, 
knee,  and  leg,  on  the  slightest  move- 
ment. He  rested  the  limb  affected  on 
the  sound  one,  and  lay  with  his  hand 
grasping  the  thigh  just  above  the  knee. 
The  pain  was  constant,  his  rest  broken, 
and  when  he  slept,  which  was  for  short 
intervals  only,  he  generally  awoke 
screaming  with  intense  agony.     The 

feneral  symptoms  were  not  less  severe 
[e  was  constantly  suffering  from  febrile 
accessions,  foUoM  ed  by  profuse  sweats, 
ardent  thirst,  pulse  feeble,  and  so  ac- 
celerated that  it  could  scarcely  be 
eomited.  The  abdomen  was  generally 
tender  to  the  touch,  more  especially  in 
epigastno.  He  died  about  six  weeks 
alter  his  admission. 

On  examining  the  joint,  I  found  th«it 
the  bones  entering  into  its  formation 
were  entirely  separated,  the  head  of 
the  femur,  pubis,  and  ischium,  lying 
detached,  and  these,  together  with  the 
ilium,  were  in  a  state  of  curies.  Pus 
had  been  extiavajsated  beneath  the 
periosteum  on  the  dorsum  of  the  latter 
bone,  forming  a  small  cup>sha(ied  de- . 
pression  on  its  surface.    This  will  be 


seen  by  referring  to  the  woodcut.  The 
destruction  of  the  soft  parts  was  so 
complete,  that  tlie  head  of  the  femur 
fell  through  the  opening  made  by  the 
first  incision  in  the  integuments.  The 
thoracic  viscera  were  generally  healthy. 
The  liver  was  small  and  atrophous,  of  a 
uniform  dull  yellow  colour,  and  so 
light,  that  when  a  portion  was  thrown 
into  water  it  floated  on  its  surface*.  The 
spleen  was  indurated,  and  the  mesen- 
teric glands  slightly  enlarged.  One  of 
the  symptoms  peculiarly  characteristic 
of  hip  affections  in  their  earlier  stages, 
is  the  manner  in  which  a  patient  stoops 
to  pick  up  any  thing  from  tlie  ground. 
He  bends  the  knee,  but  does  not  flex 
the  thigh  on  the  pelvis,  and  endeavours, 
by  stooping  the  body  forward,  to  ob- 
tain the  desired  object.  The  reason  of 
this  proceeding  is  obvious:  if  he  at- 
tempted it  in  the  usual  manner,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  rotate  the  head  of 
the  femur  in  its  socket,  and  thus  pro- 
duce pain.  It  has  been  stated  by  some 
authors,  ihnt  the  limb  is  thrown  behind 
the  patient  in  performing  this  action, 
but  m  doing  so  the  head  of  the  femur 
is  brouglit  into  movement;  and  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  last -mentioned 
manuer  of  u.sinor  the  limb  is  peculiar  to 
persons  affected  with  psoas  abscess 

[To  be  continued.] 


^jS,  DR.  3UCHAKAN'S  COMPOUND  CATHETER  FOR 

COMPOUND  CATHETER  FOR  THE  a»d  received  his  order  accordingly.    I 

TREATMENT  OF  STRICTUREa  neglected  to  teke  this  gentleman  s  ad- 

IN  THE  URETHRA.  ^^        ^^  j^j^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^le  instrument 

m«  ^x    vj-i      ^  AX    %M  J'    f  r>    ^*s^  which  hc  promised  to  make. 

To  ike  EdUor  tf  «e  Utitcal  GnzttU.  j  ^^^^  ^^^^  especially,  that  1  may 

Sir,  not  he  understood  to  say,  or  in  the  most 

In  the  numher  of  the  Medical  Gazette  remote  manner  to  insinuate,  that  Mr. 

published  on  the  22d  ult,  Mr  Foulkes,  Foulkcs  received,  through  any  of  the 

of  Liverpool,  has  published  an  account  channels  I  have  mentioned,  or  in  any 

of  an  instrument,  for  the  treatment  of  ^  other  way,    any    hint   or   suggestion 

strictures  of  the  urethra,  which  is,  in  which  might  have  assisted  him  in  the 

all  essential  respects,  identical  with  a  invention  of  his  new  instrument.    It  is 

"  compound  catheter"   which  I  have,  quite  possible  that  the  same  principle 

for  ten  years  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  may  occur  to  the  minds  of  two  difl^rent 

using.    Both    instruments   consist   of  inmviduals,  without  any  communica- 

three    catheters,   incased   one    within  tion ;  and  it  is  also  possible,  although 

another ;  the  only  difference  being,  that  it  is  a  more  remarkable  coincidence, 

while  his  smallest  catheter  is  of  the  that  thev  should  carry  the  principle 

ordinary    construction,  mine    has    an  into  the  details  of  its  practical  applica- 

open  orifice,  like  the  other  two,  so  as  tion  in  the  very  same  way.  My  oojects 

to  admit  the  passage  of  a  probe-pointed  in  now  addressing  you  are,  in  the  first 

silver  wire.    This  instrument  was  con-  place,  to  express  my  concurrence  in 

structedfor  me  intheyear  1831,byMr.  Mr.  Foulkes*  recommendation  of  the 

Peter  Aitkin,  of  this  city.    I  showed  it  instrument  as  a  highly  useful  one ;  and, 

soon  after  at  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  in  the  second  place,  to  do  what  Mr. 

Medical    Society  of   Glasgow,  which  Foulkes,  and  every  other  man  who  has 

then  counted  among  its  members  most  ever  taken  the  trouble  to  invent  an 

of  the  eminent  medical  men  in  the  city,  instrument  and  get  it  constructed,  will 

My  friend,  Dr.  Lawrie,  Andersonian  acknowledge  to  be  just  and  natural — 

Professor  of  Surgery,  has  been  in  the  viz.  to  establish  that  I  did  invent  the 

habit  of  showing  it  to  his  class  when  said  instrument  about  the  year  1822, 

lecturing  upon  stricture.  I  have  myself  had  it  constructed  in  the  year  1831,  and 

employed  it  in  practice,  not  only  in  have  since  been  in  the  habit  of  using*it 

privale,  but  at  the  public  hospital,  and  in  practice. 

nave  pointed  out  to  the  students  there  May  I,  therefore,  reciuest  the  favour 
its  peculiar  construction  and  advan-  of  your  inserting  the  following  abridged 
tages,  both  in  the  wards,  and  in  my  extracts  from  my  note-book  for  1^1, 
clinical  lectures.  The  instrument,  there-  binder  the  title  "Stricture  Apparatus." 
fore,  has  been  long  very  well  known  in  During  the  last  ten  .years  I  nave  been 
the  medical  circles  of  Glasgow.  intending  to  have  an  instrument  con- 
The  instrument  made  by  Mr.  Aitkin  structed  for  the  treatment  of  strictures 
is  of  silver,  but  I  had  long  intended  to  of  the  urethra.  The  idea  first  occurred 
have  a  similar  instrument  formed  of  to  me,  when  I  had  a  number  of  such 
elastic  gum;  but  was  prevented  from  cases  under  my  care  in  the  infirmary 
doing  so  by  our  having  no  catheter-  here  (1821-2).  I  have  since  thought  of 
maker  in  Glasgow  to  whom  I  could  it  every  time  a  case  of  the  kind  pre- 
apply.  In  the  month  of  September,  last  sented  itself,  but  it  was  only  lately  that 
year,  a  catheter-maker  from  England  I  put  the  design  into  execution,  in  con- 
call^  upon  me,  at  nw  house,  for  the  sequence  of  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of 
furpose  of  disposing  of^his  instruments,  great  difficulty,  which  .baffled  all  the 
mentioned  tne  subject  to  him ;  and  as  usual  modes  of  treatment.  [Here  follow 
my  silver  instrument  was  then  at  the  the  details  of  this  case,  to  which  I  was 
hospital,  he  called  there  next  day,  by  called  by  my  late  pupil,  Mr.  Alexander, 
my  direction,  when  I  showed  it  to  him.  and  which  ultimately  reauired  the  ope- 
He  proposed  to  give  silver  tips  to  the  ration  ofpunctxuingthebiadder  through 
catheters,  just  as  has  been  done  in  Mr.  the  rectum.] 

Foulkes*  instrument;  but  on  my  oh-  It  is  only  with  an  instrument  of  small 

jecting  to  these,  as  likely  to  irritate  the  size  that  we  can  hope  to  pass  a  narrow 

urethra,  he  said  it  was  quite  practicable  stricture  of  the  urethra.     Difficulty  is 

to  make  the  instrument  without  them,  often  experienced  in  passing  such  an 
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instrnment,  even  in  the  healthy  state 
of  the  passage,  from  the  point  getting 
entangled  in  thelacunoe,  or  folds  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  when  the  pressure 
of  the  instrument  is  no  longer  exerted 
in  the  direct  line  of  the  axis  of  the 
urethra,  but  obliquely  upon  one  side, 
so  as  to  endanger  the  formation  of  a 
false  passage.  When,  therefore,  in  a 
case  of  stricture,  difficulty  is  expe- 
rienced in  passing  a  small  instrument, 
we  are  never  sure  whether  we  are 
pressing  directly  against  the  obstruc- 
tion, or  lateraUv  against  the  sides  of 
the  urethra.  The  instrument  here  de- 
scribed is  chiefly  intended  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  by  introducing  all  small 
instruments  in  the  inside  of  others  of 
larger  size.  It  consists  of  three  bent 
silver  tubes,  incased  one  within  another, 
and  open  at  both  ends ;  so  that  each  of 
the  two  smaller  passes  easily  alon^  the 
one  immediately  larger,  and  out  at  either 
end.  The  tubes  are  all  sclents  of  the 
same  circle,  23  inches  in  diameter. 
The  largest  (A,  fig.  1)  is  10  inches 
long,  and  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in 
thickness ;  the  second  (B)  is  an  inch 
longer,  and  one-sixth  of  an  inch  in 
thickness;  the  third  (C)  is  twelve 
inches  long,  the  sixth  part  of  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  circle,  and  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  A 
probe -pointed  wire  (D)  passes  aloncp 
the  inside  of  the  smallest  tube,  and 
exceeds  it  in  length  by  about  an  inch. 

Fio.  1. 


yond  the  extremity  of  the  tube  imme- 
diately lar^r. 

When  tne  instrument  is  to  be  used, 
we  convert  it  into  a  single  piece,  (as 
shewn  by  fig.  2,)  by  placing  the  smaller 

Fio.  2. 


fi.  Outer  or  largest  tube. 

b.  Middle  tube. 

c.  Smallest  or  inmost  tube. 

d.  Probe-pointed  wire. 

0.  Slips  connected  by  chain. 

The  point  of  each  of  the  tubes  is  rounded, 
so  as  to  pass  along  the  urethra  without 
irritating  it ;  and  tne  upper  orifice  is  cut 
obliquely,  and  exactly  parallel  to  the 
direction  of  the  point,  or  to  the  tangent 
touching  the  circle  there  :  in  this  way, 
by  merely  inspecting  the  outer  orifice, 
we  know  at  once  tne  direction  of  the 
point.  The  upper  part  of  each  of  the 
two  smaller  tuoes  and  of  the  probe- 
pointed  wire  is  CTaduated,  so  as  to  indi- 
cate, in  decimal  parts  of  an  inch,  the 
exact  distance  it  may  have  passed  be- 


The  inBtmnieiit  p^t  together,  tnd  the  diflSBrant 
tubes  fixed  by  the  slips. 

canulee  within  those  immediately 
larger,  and  the  '  probe-pointed  wire 
within  Uie  least.  The  points  of  the 
smaller  canulea  are  made  to  project,  so 
as  to  give  the  instrument  a  rounded 
conicflJ  point;  and  in  this  form  the 
whole  is  secured  firmly  by  introducing 
two  slips  of  silver  (E,  fig.  1,)  attfae  top^ 
between  the  canulie.  The  circular 
form  of  the  instrument  reauires  a  slight 
difierence  in  the  mode  or  introduction 
from  the  usual  method  of  introducing 
the  common  catheter.  The  instrument 
is  carried  on  till  it  meets  with  an  ob- 
struction ;  we  then  withdraw  the  silver 
sli^s,  and  endeavour  to  overcome  the 
resistance  of  the  stricture  by  manipu-* 
lating  with  the  smaller  canuls  and 
probe;  or,  if  found  necessary,  with 
bougies  or  elastic  catheters  introduced 
through  either  of  the  two  larger  ca- 
nulie. 

The  account,  given  at  length  in  my 
note-book,  of  the  advantages  of  the  in- 
strument, may  be  thus  abridged: — 
1st.  The  instrument  acts  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  wedge,  the  dilatation  by  the 
lar^  canulee  exterior  to  the  stricture 
assisting  the  action  which  the  smaller 
canul®  and  probe  exert  upon  the  stric- 
ture itself.  *Id.  We  can  employ  forci- 
ble dilatation  by  means  of  tne  probe  or 
smaller  canulae,  or  elastic  instruments 
substituted  for  them,  with  much  more 
safety  than  with  any  single  instrument, 
because  we  are  more  certain  that  the 
foree  which  we  employ  is  directed  in 
the  line  of  axis  of  the  urethra.  3d.  In 
cases  of  fidse  passage,  the  compound 
instrument  is  much  less  liable  than  a 
single  one  to  enter  the  false  passage, 
because  the  smaller  pieces  cannot  so 
readily  take  a  lateral  airection  from  the 
line  of  axis. — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  M.D. 

Glasgow,  no,  St.  Vinctnt  Stnet,  * 

Feb.  15, 1S41. 


918  MR.  LAMBERT'S  CASE  OE  NEURALGIA. 

VACCINATION.  ther,  it  will  be  found  that  a  Tast  ntuii* 

ber  of  persons  who  trust  for  their  safety 

to  vaccination,  bear  upon  their  anna 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oazette,  only  one  cicatrix,  wmie  many    who 

take  small-pox  subsequently  have  three 
SiH,  or  four. 
Your  hist  number  contained  a  letter  Withregaid  to  the  retardation  of  the 
from  Mr.  Henry  Crawford,  vaccinator  vaccine  vesicle,  I  feel  still  more  confi- 
to  the  East  Ash  ford  Union,  requesting  dent  in  the  soundness  of  this  opinion. 
information,  on  a  point  of  vaccine  A  too  rapid  course  of  the  vesicle — a 
practice,  from  the  correspondents  of  premature  areola,  and  an  abbreviation 
j^our  journal  generally.  1  cannot  be  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the  disease 
insensible  to  the  compliment  paid  me,  — ^undoubtedly  indicates  imperfection ; 
by  Relecting  my  name  from  among  the  but  it  is  otherwise  with  delay,  for  foil 
many  who  are  fully  competent  to  reply  time  is  then  given  for  the  development 
to  the  question,  and  willinglv  offer  to  of  constitutional  influence.  We  seeaU 
him  and  your  readers  the  results  of  my  this  well  exemphfied  in  the  pheno- 
reflection  on  the  caFe  submitted  to  us.  mena  usually  called  Btyce's  test  (rein- 
Mr.  Crawford  inquires  whether  a  sertion  of  the  lymph  on  the  4th  or  5tb 
person  can  conscientiously  be  registered  day  after  the  vaccination),  and  in  the 
as  having  been  **  regularly  and  success-  common  results  of  revaccination,  Ra^ 
fully  vaccinated,"  in  whom,  out  of  four  pidity  of  progress  every  where  indicates 
incisions  made,  one  only  takes  eflect ;  imperfection,  but  I  know  of  no  facts 
and  that  one  is  retarded  in  its  normal  which  tend  to  impugn  the  suflSciency 
course,  by  48  hours.  of  retarded  development.  It  often 
The  question  is  an  important  one.  arises  finom  that  same  inactivity  of  the 
I  flrmlv  oelieve  that  if  a  person  so  vac-  vessels  which  determines  the  number 
cinated  were  in  afrer-life  to  be  attacked  of  effective  incisions.  That  is  to  say, 
by  small-pox,  there  are  medical  men  it  will  often  be  found,  as  in  Mr.  Craw- 
who  would  seize  on  these  two  facts,  ford's  case,  that,  where  one  only  out  of 
and  adduce  them  as  evidences  of  imper-  four  or  five  insertions  takes  efiEect,  that 
feet  or  untrustworthy  vaccination.  On  one  is  refonM  in  its  course, 
the  other  hand,  if  a  child  so  vaccinated  These  several  considerations  incline 
were  to  pass  unscathed  through  a  vario-  me  to  say  that  Mr.  Crawford  is  fuUy 
Ions  epidemic,  such  exemption  would  justified  in  returning  his  four  cases  as 
by  others,  or  perhaps  by  the  very  same  **  successful  vaccinations,"  and  in  daiin- 
parties,  be  brought  forward  ns  proof  of  ing  the  payment  made  and  provided  in 
the  correctness  and  sufficiency  of  the  the  Act  for  the  same. — I  am,  sir, 
original  vaccination.  Soprone  are  we  Your  obedient  servant, 
to  judge  by  the  result..  The  question,  George  GaBGoar,  M.D. 
however,  ought  to  be  decided  indepen-  si,  W«TnKnich  street, 
dent  of  all  such  «r  ptint  facto  reasoning.  March  6,  isfti. 

Mr.    Crawford    judiciously    inquires, 

whether  under  such  circumstances  the  wini  i  i  r*!  i 

child  is  to  be  at  once  rtyistertd  as  a  ivti-KAiA,iA. 

case  of  sncres^fki  raceimmtkm*     In  my  

opinion,  sir,  he  is ;  and  for  the  follow-  j^  ^^^  ^.-^r  qftke  yfedie^  Gazette. 
tn?  reasons. 

If  an  attempt  be  made  to  revaccinate  ^' *• 
a  child,  in  whom  only  one  (retarding)  CaNCBmv«  the  result  contiined  in  this 
vesicle  appears,  after  the  la^vie  of  one,  letter  to  be  both  interesdne  and  im- 
two«  or  three  yearss  such  an  attempt  portant,  I  take  the  liberty  of  lor«'arding 
will  fail.  I  have  tried  it  frequently,  it  to  your  jonraal^  and  by  that  means 
and  always  with  the  same  result.  This  addinl?  it  to  the  stock  of  public  fiieta. 
satisfactorily  proves  that  the  sy^^fem  K.  t«^  a  female*  aged  sixty-three,  re- 
has  reeeivtil  nwn  the  one  vesicle  a  siding  in  O^bovne  Street,  had  for  several 
certain  infhience  which  it  did  not  wre*  years  ln>rn  afit>cied  with  a  most  painful 
viously  i^^ssessi :  and  this  insensi  wHty  civutitivm  of  the  nerves  of  one  side  of 
to  renewed  insertions  of  the  vaccine  the  foce,  coming  on  in  paroxysms  of 
vini9  I  hold  to  be  the  emh^  iefiUmm't  the  utmost  sr^nnity,  mostly  towards 
enter  cm  ff  ff^f^  wmtimmtiem.      FVm^  night.    At  various  tuaes  she  had  '  ' 
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zxKMt  of  the  usual  remedies,  without  the  followinc^.    Fiist,  that  some  of  the 

experiencing  any  thin^  but  temporary  most  severe  rorms  of  neural|^c  pain  are 

alleviation.    On  the  8tn  of  November,  dependent  not  upon  any  diseased  con- 

during  the  ni^ht,  I  was  sent  for,  and  dition,  but  simply  upon  their  possessing 

found  the  patient  in  a  state  of  the  too  great  a  quantity  of  their  proper 

severest  pain.    I  administered  a  power-  nervous  energy ;    and  secondly,  that 

All  opiate,  which  did  not  produce  any  this  can  be  reduced  by  cutting  off  a 

material  relief;  and  sleep  was  not  pro-  collateral,  as  well  as  a  direct,  cnannel 

cured  until  the  system  was  completely  of  supply. — I  am,  sir, 

exhausted  and  worn  out  by  sufiering.  Your  obedient  servant, 

We  had  the  same  painful  scene  repeated  T.  T.  Lambert, 

on  the  following  night.     Under  these  Member  of  the  CoUeg^e  of  SurgeouB. 

circimiistances,  as  the  branches  of  the  Hull,  Mvch  a,  i84i. 

facial  nerve  seemed  to  be  principally     : 

affected,  the  pain  shooting  across  the 

cheek  down  towards  the  lower  jaw,  and  STAMMERING. 

occasionally  upw^ards  towards  the  tem-  

pie,  I  proposed  the  division  of  the  facial  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Geuette, 

nerve  in  the  parotid  ^and,  after  its  » 

exit  from  the  foramen.  To  this  the  poor  ^** 

woman  gladly  consented,  and  I  pro-  I  beg  to  submit  to  your  notice  a  brief 
ceeded  to  perform  the  operation  by  statement  of  my  recent  proceedings 
making  an  incision  betwixt  the  mastoid  relative  to  the  cure  of  stammering, 
process  and  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  My  premising  that  I  am  at  the  present  time 
next  incision  broueht  me  in  contact  actively  engaged  in  collecting  materials 
with  a  nerve,  which  I  supposed,  from  for  a  more  lengthened  explanation  of 
its  situation,  to  be  the  aunculus  mag-  my  views  upon  the  subject, 
nns  nerve,  one  of  the  ascending  branches  In  the  practice  of  my  department  of 
of  the  cervical  plexus.  On  raising  this  the  profession,  it  has  been  usual  with 
nervewithmy  forceps,  a  state  of  tension  me  to  explore  the  condition  of  the 
seemed  to  be  produced  upon  all  the  mouth  ana  pharynx  in  every  case  of 
nerves  of  the  face  which  were  affected  deafness  committed  to  my  care,  I 
with  the  pain,  and  the  patient  exclaimed  have  thus  discovered  that  a  large 
that  was  the  place  from  whence  all  her  ^  number  of  patients  suffering  from 
pain  proceeded.  Under  these  circum-  deafness  are  affected  with  enlargement 
stances,  as  the  operation  for  the  division  of  the  tonsils  and  uvula,  and  an 
of  this  nerve  is  trivial  compared  with  irritable  condition  of  their  investing 
the  division  of  the  facial,  ana  as  it  was  membrane  and  the  pharynx  ^nerally. 
just  at  hand,  I  determined  to  try  the  It  has  been  my  constant  practice,  when 
effects  of  its  division;  and  the  result  I  have  considered  these  states  at  all 
was  most  satisfactory:  the  woman  contributing  to  the  imperfection  iu 
passed  a  delightful  night,  and  enjoyed  hearing,  to  remove  either  the  tonsils  or 
some  sood  sleep.  The  next  day  she  the  uviula,  or  portions  of  both,  accord- 
had  a  uttle  pain,  and  from  that  time  to  ing  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  with  the. 
the  present  she  has  been  perfectly  well,  most  marked  and  immediate  benefit,  as 
except  having,  on  one  occasion,  a  very  far  as  Ihe  hearing  may  have  been  con- 
trifling  degree  of  pain.  Four  months  cemed.  In  December  last  it  occurred 
have  now  elapsed  since  the  performance  to  me  to  operate  in  this  manner  on  two 
of  this  operation,  and  during  this  in-  patients.  They  were,  at  the  time  of 
terval  the  patient  has  been  exposed  to  treatment,  so  deaf,  that  I  did  not  then 
the  intense  inclemency  of  the  recent  address  my  questions  particularly  to 
winter.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  them,  but  to  their  parents,  so  that  1 
would  pay  too  much  attention  to  a  was  unaware  of  any  impediment  to 
solitary  case;  yet,  as  a  single  fact,  this  speech  in  these  instances.  Some  time 
seems  to  me  to  be  important,  inasmuch  after,  as  the  cure  of  deafness  advanced, 
as  the  means  employed  have  effectually  I  learned  from  the  parents  that  both 
cured,  for  four  montlis  at  least,  and  I  children  had  been  stammerers  from 
hope  permanently/ a  very  severe  case  of  infancy,  and,  as  much  to  my  surprii»e 
neuralgic  pain.  If  I  may  be  permitted  as  gratification,  that  tlie  cure  of  atam^ 
to  draw  any  pathological  inferences  mering  had  ensued  immediately  on  the 
frun  the  fact,  I  think  they  would  be  excision  of  the  tonsils.    At  the  time  dt 
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which  I  write,  the  subjects  of  both  the  entranee  from  the  mouth  to  the 

these  cases  remain  free  fiom  any  impe-  phar3mx. 

diment,  though  their  stammering  pre-  I  submit  that  the  operation,  which  I 

Tiously  to  the  operation  is  represented  beUeve  1  am  the  first  e^er  to  have  pro- 

to  me  as  having  been  very  decided.    I  posed  or  performed  specially  for  the 

had  before  this  remarked  that  persons  cure    of    stammering,    relieves    this 

with  enlarjred  tonsils  were  affected  with  malady  by  making,  as  I  excise  the 

thick  and  imperfect  speech,  for  which  I  tonsils  or  uvula,  an  opening  in  the 

had  often,  during  the  last  year,  prac-  valvular  obstruction  I  have  described 

tised  excision  with  the  happiest  effect,  as  being  fonned  by  the  joint  agency  of 

in  restoring  the  voice  to  its  original  the  tongue,  palatine  arches,  and  soft 

clearness.    Since  the  cases  above  men-  palate.     You  will  perceive  that  the 

tioned,  I  have  operated  on  upwards  of  principle  of  my  operation  is  ouite  diffe- 

forty  persons,  all  of  whom  have  imme-  rent  from  that  ascribed  to  M.  Dieffen- 

diately  felt  themselves  relieved  of  their  bach,  and  since  practised,  it  is  said, 

impeaiment.    Many  have  seemed  wild  with  success,  in  France,  by  MM.  Amus- 

with  joy,  or  have  shed  tears  of  pleasure,  sat  and  Phillips,  and  in  this  country 

at  the  instantaneous  restoration  they  by  Mr.  Bennett  Lucas.    This  operation 

have  enjoyed.      After  the  operation,  appears  to  me  to  rest  upon  the  principle 

the  difficulty  of  speech  which  remains  that  the  tongue  is  chiefly  concerned  in 

is  referred  by  the  patient  to  the  lips ;  the  production  of  the  voice ;  whereas, 

they  express  themselves  entirely  iree  I  would  inquire,  does  not  this  organ 

from  the  original  difficulty.     Some-  rather  serve    to   modulate  the  voice 

thing  must  be  allowed  for  the  long  after  it  has  issued  from  the  pharynx, 

misuse  of  the  orsan  of  voice,  and  the  &c.,  wliile  in  stammerers  it  is  the  msh 

existence  of  habit,  in  rendering  the  production  of  sound  which  creates  the 

voice  less  perfect  than  in  the  natural  difficulty,  rather  than  its  subsequent 

state.  In  fact,  after  their  relief,  patients  modulation  ? — I  am,  sir, 

have  yet  to  learn  the  proper  use  of  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

vocal  apparatus.  James  Ykahbusv. 

I  have  performed  the  operation  by  *^'ai™^^*q*iI15**** 

means  of   a  scalpel,    tenaculum,  and  ^      ' 

scissors,  without  any  serious  heemor-  — 

rhage,  and  with  a  small  amount  of  ^                     an  account. 

pain,  which  has  appeared  somewhat  *                              or 

greater  in  the  case  oi  the  uvula  than  dIEFFENBACH'S  NEW  OPERATION 

In'^ScUng  upon  the  subject,  the  ^«»  "^=  ^UKE  OF  STUTTERING, 

explanation  I  have  at  present  to  offer  with  cask. 

is,  that  to  produce  stammering,  the  

dorsum  lin^uffi,  the  palatine   arches,  Tb  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazetu. 
velum  palati,  and  uvula,  approximate 

togctlier  so  completely,  and  perhaps  Sir, 

irregularly,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  tne  Wk  have  lately  read,  in  the  daily  pa- 
expulsion  of  air  from  the  larynx.  In  pers,  several  paragraphs  from  corre* 
a  person  who  stammers,  no  air  issues  spondents,  concerning  a  new  operation 
from  the  mouth  during  the  abortive  for  the  cure  of  stammering.  The 
effort  to  speak ;  but  it  does  so  as  soon  French  papers  have  Ukewise  furnished 
as  the  ]mtient  is  relieved  from  this  state,  us  with  accounts  of  it.  But  it  seems  that 
so  as  to  produce  bound.  The  most  the  English  journalists  merely  copied 
violent  contractions  of  the  abdominal  the  French,  who  obtained  their  infor- 
muscles  can  be  seen  attempting  to  force  mation  from  the  German  daily  papers, 
up  the  diaphragm  and  expel  the  air;  which,  indeed,  stated  the  effect  of  the 
sometimes  all  the  respiratory  muscles,  operation  correctly,  but  described  the 
and  even  those  of  the  body  generally,  manner  of  performing  it  verv  imper- 
iire  tlirown  into  violent  spasmodic  fectly,  and  without  entering  into  the 
action,  as  the  individual  grasps'  some  particulars  at  all,  as  I  found  on  read- 
near  object  to  assist  the  expulsive  effort,  mg  them  three  or  four  wedcs  since. 
In  some  cases,  when  there  is  nothing  The  same  remark  has  been  made  by 
almormnl  about  the  tonsils  or  uvula,  M.  Velpeau,  in  a  discussion  which  took 
I  find  A  great  congenital  narrowing  of    place  at  the  Acaiemy  of  Medicine  oa 
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tbe  16th  of  February.    It  is,  therefore, .  must  originate  from  a  dynainic  cause ; 

not  surprising  that  the  English  and  viz.  from  a  spasmodic  state  commenc- 

French  journals  should  descnbe  incor-  ing  in  the  trachea,  but  more  especially 

rectly  the  nature  of  the  operation,  and  in  the  rima  glottidis,  from  whence  it 

the  manner  of  performing  it,  as  prac-  extends  to  the  tongue  and  the  muscles 

tised  and  originally  proposed  by  its  of  the  face  and  neck :  consequently  he 

discoverer.     It  is  to  tnat  bold  and  dis-  came  to  the  conclusion  that  an  intcr- 

tinguished  surgeon,  Dieflfenbach,  who  ruption  of  innervation  in  one  of  the 

lately  enriched  surgery  with  that  beau-  parts  affected  might  be  followed  by  an 

tjftd  operation  for  strabismus  (which  I  alteration  of  the  nervous  influence,  and 

first  performed  in  Great  Britain,  as  is  therefore  by  a  suspension  of  the  dis- 

decisively  evident  from  my  pubiica-  turbance  in  the  mechanism  of  speech, 

tions,  and  the  testimony  of  several  pe-  He  thought  that  this  alteration  would 

riodicals),  that  we  are  again  indebted  be  most  certainly  obtained  in  the  ner- 

for  the  discovery  of  a  cure  for  stutter-  vons  action}  of  the  vocal  organs,  by 

in^.    On  the  22d  of  last  month  I  re-  dividing  the  root  of  the  ton&rue  ri^ht 

€9eived  from  my  friend,  Professor  Dief-  across,  and  through  its  whole  thick- 

fenbach  his  memoir  on  this  subject,  as  ness;  for  doing  which  he  has  proposed 

addressed  to  the  Institute  of  France,  three  different  methods : — 

^.JS  inf JStifn  '=^d  'Sm  '^Thehorizo^t^  tn«.sverse  section 

*.»y«E  vu*.  luxvriutavAx/u  v^j^u^^  yv^  of  thc  root  of  thc  tonguc  1 

this  source  I  was  enabled  to  perform  ^  The  subcutaneous  tmnsveree  sec- 

Ses  iSd  d^^n  rhir^-um^of  «-  »f  t  -» I'he  tongue,  with 

which  operation,  m  well  as  the  lead-  f^                             "*  '^"' 

ing  Doinu  of  the  professor's  letter  to  3^   ^he  horiiontal  transverse  section 

the  Institute,  are  laid  before  the  pro-  «^fi,«  ^^^4.  ^r*u«  ^^„.„,^  „.uu  «^ 

-     .       •     *i     r  II      •            ^«        A  •£  of  the  root  01  the  toninie,  with  ex- 

fession  m  the  following  paper ;  and  if  «;„;«„  «r  „  ,^,f;^«  ;«  Vk^  ft>*™  «#• « 

r.    , c  -  -i.  -5  *i!     ^     *  cisionoi  a  portion  m  the  lorm  01  a 

you  can  find  room  for  it  in  the  next  wedffe 

number  of  your  valuable  journal,  you  ^^* 

will  greatly  oblige,  sir,  The  Professor  has  operated  in  two 
Your  obedient  servant,  cases  according  to  the  two  first  and 
Aug.  Fbanz,  M.D.  more  easy  meuiods,  but  finding  that 
19,  Golden  Square  March  9, 1841.  although  the  patient  was  able  to  pro- 
nounce a  few  words  without  stammer- 
Professor  Dieffenbach  says,  in  the  ing  immediately  after  the  operation, 
above  mentioned  memoir,  that  "  the  yet  on  its  recovery  the  impediment 
infirmity  of  stuttering  had  lon^  en-  was  not  entirely  removed,  he  does  not 
gaged  his  attention,  but  its  probable  apeak  in  such  high  terms  of  these  as 
cure  suddenly  occurred  to  him  while  a  of  the  third  method.  According  to  the 
patient  who  had  come  to  him  to  be  latter  he  has  performed  fourteen  ope- 
operated  on  for  strabismus  addressed  rations :  the  earlier  cases,  he  states,  are 
him  with  stammering  accents.  He  was  perfectly  cured  not  only  of  the  stam- 
led  to  tbe  idea  of  removing  this  impC-  mering  but  also  of  the  spasmodic  con- 
diment by  an  operation,  from  observing  tractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  face, 
that  the  nervous  twitcliings  of  the  eye-  neck,  and  thorax,  and  the  latter  cases 
lids,  and  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  promise  an  equally  favourable  results 
the  face,  which  frequently  accompany  He  Uierefore  pronounces  this  method 
squinting,  immediaiely  disappear  after  of  performing  the  operation,  notwith- 
the  division  of  the  muscles  oi  the  eye.  standing  its  severity,  as  far  superior  to 
He  had  frequently  seen  that  by  dividing  the  two  former,  "  since  by  cutting  out 
the  frcenum  linguie,  in  cases  where  it  a  transverse  portion  of  the  tongue  the 
was  too  much  tied  down,  as  also  by  alteration  of  the  nervous  action  on  the 
other  operations  on  the  tongue  or  on  vocal  organs  must  be  more  decided ; 
the  soft  parts  situated  at  the  back  of  the  tongue  likewise  becomes  shortened, 
the  mouth,  some  improvement  was  ob-  and  its  tip  turned  upwards,  which  lat- 
tained  in  those  cases  w^here  there  was  ter  circumstance  has  always  been  con- 
a  slight  hesitation  in  speech,  but  never  sidered  as  contributing  materially  to 
in  actual  stuttering.  He  therefore  the  removal  of  stammering." 
reasoned  that  in  this  infirmity  the  dis-  The  Professor  further  hmts,  that  '•  in 
turbance  in  the  mechanism  of  speech  selecting  a  case  for  this  operation,  the 
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greatest  circumspection  ifi  required ;  tongue  could  be  well  raised,  and  freely 
that  in  the  execution  of  it,  great  dex-  moved  in  the  mouth.  He  aspirated  aU 
terity  and  quickness  are  necessary,  on  the  Yowels,  and  pronounced  tnem  thus 
account  of  the  situation  of  the  tongue,  — h-h-h-a,  whe,  whi-hi,  who-h-o-o, 
and  the  enormous  heemorrhage  which  whu-h-n-h-u ;  consonants  whose  pro- 
of course  takes  place ;  and  that  in  the  nunciation  commences  with  a  vowel, 
after-treatment  peculiar  care  is  to  be  he  pronounced  thus  —  hhell,  hheff, 
observed.  If  a  strict  attention  is  not  hhess,  &c. ;  the  other  consonants  he 
paid  to  these  circumstances,  this  ope-  pronounced  with  more  or  less  difficulty; 
ration,  which  inflicts  so  great  a  lesion  but  d,  t,  b,  and  p,  he  could  not  pro- 
on  an  important  organ,  may  either  be  nounce  at  all.  W  hen  he  attemptea  to 
followed  by  destruction  of  the  tongue,  speak,  he  thrust  his  head  forwards, 
or  even  by  loss  of  life."  The  first  movinc^  it  from  side  to  side ;  his  lips 
operation  for  the  cure  of  stuttering  was  were  ttrawn  together,  and  protrudea; 

Ferformed    by  the  Professor  on    the  and  the  muscles  of  the  mouth,  at  the 

th  of  January,   1841,  on   a   young  same  time  acting  convulsively,  drew 

gentleman  13  years  of  age,  and  was  them  in  every  direction.    The  alee  nasi 

followed  by  a  perfect  cure.    In  this  moved  as  in  a  paroxysm  of  dyspnoea, 

case,  he  excised  a  piece,  of  the  shape  The  eyes  started  forward,  and  began  to 

of  a  wedge,  from  the  root  of  the  tongue,  water.    The  muscles  of  the  face  were 

being  three-quarters  of  an  inch  at  its  in  convulsive  motion,  as  also  those  of 

superior  part,  and  extending  through  the  neck,  although  in  a  less  degree, 

its  entire  thickness.    I  shall  not  enter  The  larynx  was  drawn  upwards.    His 

here  into  the  details  of  the  operation,  mother  mformed  me  that,  when  in  this 

as  they  will  be  seen  from  the  following  state,  he  experienced  a  sensation  of 

case,  operated  upon  by  myself,  accord-  rigidity  of  the  tongue,  and  as  if  it  were 

ing  to  bieffenbach's  third  method.  too  large  for  his  mouth ;   as  also  of 

Case. — George  Read,   17  years    of  constriction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck, 

age,  of  a  strumous  habit,  but  otherwise  but  more  especially  of  those  of  the 

strong  and  healthy,  except  an  herpetic  larynx.    I  wished  to  make  him  speak 

eruption  upon  the  lips,,  with  which  he  a  few  words ;  but  while  attempting  to 

has  been  afflicted   some    time.      His  do  so,  his  eyes  protruded,  tears  ran 

parents,  brothers,  and  sisters,  were  not  down  his  cheeks,  and  the  convulsive 

afflicted  with  any  impediment  in  their  movements  of  the  musc'es  of  his  face 

speech,  neither  was  the  patient  so  up  and  neck,  but  especially  of  those  of  the 

to  his  father's  tleath,  whicn  took  place  mouth,  became  so  violent,  that  he  was 

eight  years  ago,  and  made  such  an  im-  obliged  to  desist.    During  the  whole 

pression  on  his  mind,  that  immediately  time  he  was  with  me,  the  only  word  he 

after  its  occurrence  he  began  to  stutter,  could  in  any  way  pronounce  was  the 

This  infirmity,accordin^  to  his  mother's  word  no,  which  he  did  as  if  written 

account,  has  gradually  increased  up  to  thus — ^h-h-n-nho-o.    As  he  was  utterly 

the  present  time ;  so  that  now  he  is  Unable  to  answer  any  question,  I  was 

scarcely  able  to  speak,  even  to  his  own  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  mother 

family,  without  mat  hesitation,  though  a^  interpreter,  who  knew  from    the 

composed  and  free  from  excitement  in  motions  of  his  lips  what  he  wished  to 

mina  and  body.     He,  however,  sue-  say. 

ceeds  best  in  expressing  himself  by  On  my  explaining  to  them  that  a 

singing  in  a  high  pitch  wnat  he  has  to  new  operation  for  the  cure  of  stuttering 

say.     When  he  is  in   the   slightest  had  been  tried,  and  had  succeeded  in 

degree  agitated,  he  can  with  difficulty  many  instances,  they  readilj  consented 

stammer  out  one  or  two  words  only,  to  ha^e  it  performed,  as  his  stuttering 

and  then  his  speech  becomes  convul-  to  this  dreadful  degree,  almost  equiva- 

sively  interrupted,  and,  ultimately,  en-  lent  to  dumbness,  rendered  him  exceed- 

tirely  stopped;  but  when  in  the  least  ingly  wretched  in  mind,  incapacitated 

excited,  if  he  attempts  to  address  a  him  for  business,  and  cut  him  off  from 

stranger,  speech   entirely   fails    him.  all  intercourse  with  any  but  his  rela- 

When  he  first  called  on  me,  with  his  fives. 

mother,  his  countenance  exhibited  the  On  the  1st  of  March  I  performed  the 

utmost  degree  of  melancholy,  the  result  operation  at  the  mother's  house,  in  the 

of  this  tryincr  calamity.    His  palate  is  presence  and  with  the  kind  assistance 

highly  arched,  and  rather  narrow ;  his  of  Dr.  Ure»  Messrs.  T.  Fowke  and  W. 
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Herin^,  who  before  the  operation  satis-  mering,  and  without  any  twitchinga  of 
fied  themselves  of  the  patient's  utter  the  lips,  or  even  convulsive  movements 
inabihty  to  pronounce  the  simplest  of  the  muscles  of  the  fiace  or  neck,  and 
word.  The  patient  was  seated  m  a  immediately  afterwards  I  was  surprised 
high  chair  opposite  the  window ;  his  by  his  saying  with  facility  and  distinct- 
head  being  held  in  a  perpendicular  ness,  **  there  is  some  blood  running 
position  by  one  assistant,  who,  at  the  down  my  shirt."  He  was  now  put  to 
same  time,  drew  the  an^le  of  the  mouth  bed,  and  desired  to  be  kept  quiet,  and 
backwards  by  means  of  retractors.  His  directed  not  to  be  allowed  to  speak, 
tongue  bein^  thrust  forwards  was  and  to  have  his  mouth  kept  cool  by 
seized  by  a  pair  of  strong  forceps,  (fiir-  means  of  cold  water.  On  my  calling 
nished  with  teeth  to  prevent  them  from  in  two  or  three  hours  time  I  found  the 
slijjping),  which  I  gave  to  another  case  proceeding  favourably;  no  re- 
assistant  to  hold ;  by  these  means  the  action  had  as  yet  taken  place* 
tongue  was  steadied  and  compressed  March  2nd.— -The  pafient  had  slept 
transversely*  Having  seized  the  tongue,  well  during  the  night  Some  febrile 
posteriorly  to  the  lorceps,  with  the  action  towards  night;  pulse  120,  but 
thumb  and  forefinger  of  my  left  hand,  skin  moist.  On  examming  the  mouth 
I  compressed  it  transversely,  and  at  I  found  the  tongue  somewhat  swollen 
the  same  time  elevated  it ;  then  passing  and  discoloured;  he  complained  of  no 
a  long,  curved,  pointed  bistoury,  from  pain,  but  only  a  feeling  of  heat  in  his 
the  left  side  beneath  the  tongue,  and  at  mouth :  there  was  a  great  secretion  of 
the  posterior  half,  until  I  felt  the  point  saliva  and  mucus,  ana  some  difficulty 
at  the  right  side  with  my  forefinger,  I  in  swallowine.  He  took,  during  the 
cut  directly  upwards,  dividing  the  day,  a  good  deal  of  beef-tea,  and  to- 
tongue  right  through.  I  now  grrasi>ed  wards  evening  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  Was 
the  tongue  in  front  of  the  wound  with  ordered  to  continue  the  application  of 
a  pair  of  long  forceps,  armed  at  the  cold  water  to  the  motth. 
pomt  with  teeth,  pressed  it  firmly  3d. — He  passed  a  very  good  night; 
together,  and  with  a  small  straight  was  almost  free  from  fever.  The  pulse 
scalpel  made  a  section  from  above  had  fallen  to  95.  Tongue  rather  more 
downwards,  commencing  on  the  dorsum  swollen;  not  painful,  but  thickly  co- 
linguae  about  half  an  inch  anteriorly  to  vered  with  a  brown  substance.  To  take 
the  division  alreadv  made,  and  meeting  a  saline  mixture  every  three  or  four 
it  inferiorly;  by  these  two  sections  a  hours. 

pi^e  of  the  shape  of  a  wedge  was  cut  4th. — Still  going  on  wtfll.    PuLse  80. 

out  of  the  tongue  at  its  posterior  half.  I  now  removed  two  ligatures,  and  foimd 

The  wound  was  now  united  by  six  Uga-  that  union  had  taken  place, 

tures  of  thick  silk,  which  were  passed  5th. — SweUing  of  the  tongue  gpeatly 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  encircle  in  depth  abated ;   but  the  copious  secretion  .of 

and  breadth  a  considerable  portion  oe-  saliva  and  mucus  still  continuing  as 

yond  the  margin  of  the  wound,  and  before.    He  was  now  able  to  swcdlow 

were  forcibly  cbawn  together  in  order  hquids  ynth  but  little  difficulty,  and 

to  restrain  the  haemorrhage;  this  was  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  sit  up  for  a 

so  far  successful   that  omy^  a  slight  short  time.    He  spoke  a  sentence  or 

oozing  continued  for  a  short  time.  In  at  two  without  the  slightest  hesitation  or 

the  loss  of  blood  during  the  operation  stammering,  and  without  any  convul- 

was  very  considerable  is  not  to  oe  won-  sive  motions  of  his  lips  or  face.    The 

dered  at,  when  we  consider  the  size  ^d  remaining  four  sutures  were  removed, 

number  Of  the  blood-vessels  divided,  after  which,  by  (leaning  the  mouth 

The  patient  bore  this  severe  operation  with  some  water,  a  great  deal  of  the 

well,  out  became  rather  faint  towaids  brown  substance  before  mentioned  came 

the  termination,  and  afterwards  vomited  off,  leaving  the  mucous  membrane  per- 

large  quantities  of  blood  which  he  had  fectlv  clean  and  healthy ;  in  the  neigh- 

swallowed.    As  soon  as  he  had  washed  bournood  of  the  wound,  however,  it 

his  mouth  with  a  Uttle  water,  I  was  remained  adhering  to  the  tongue, 

exceedingly  pleased  to  hear  him  pro-  7th.— The    tongue    still   continues 

nounce  words  which,  previously  to  the  clean ;  can  be  moved  freely,  but  not 

operation,  he  was   utterly  imable  to  without  some  degree  of  pain;  speaks 

articiUate;  such  as  time,  powder,  &c.,  without  stammering, 

without  the  slightest  hesitation  or  stem-  9th. — Has  for  the  fint  time  taken  a 
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walk  in  the  open  air.    The  movements  the  more  important,  inasmuch  as  many 

of  the  tongue  less  painful.    The  mo-  of  the  suggestions  he  oflfers  are  drawn 

ther  gives  a  favourable  account  of  the  ^^^  opinions  which  prevail,  we  believe, 
progress  of  his  speech.  ^      .    i        ..i.  -i    r^i    ^  n 

Perhaps  it  maybe  as  well  to  state  extensively  m  the  council  of  the  CoUege 

that  the  muscles  divided  in  this  opera-  of  Surgeons,  and  are  likely  to  guide 

tion  are  the  lingualis,  the  genio^yo-  that  body  in  many  of  the  changes  which 

glossi,  the  hyo-glossi,  and  the  stylo-  they  contemplate  making,  or  seeking  to 

I  think,  previously  to  undertaking  ^^«  °*^^«  ^°  ^^^  constitution, 
this  operation,  wc  ought  to  consider        The  first  of  the  letters  is  "  On  the 

well  whether  the  nervous  system  of  the  Character  of  a  Medical  Man  in  connec- 

patient  is  sufficiently  strong  to  stond  so  tion  with  the  nature  and  objects  of  a 

severe  a  shock — whether  he  will,  from  ^,^r^„«-  ^  ,9  t«  «v«4^^i,: «« ;^«^«.,». 

age  or  constitution,  be  able  to  bear  so  Profession."  In  sketching  an  imaginary 

considerable  a   hemorrhage   as   that  picture  of  what  the  medical  man  should 

which  is  here  inevitable ;  and  it  would  be-r-in  showing  how  he  should  be  #ifcvj^ 

be  advisable  likewise  to  ascertain  that  in  manipulation,  and  in  applying  all  the 

the  heart  and  large  blood>vessels  are  in  ««o^„--,«o  ^r  u:„  „^    „  «i.'i^.««i^  ,^^ 

a  healthy  state,  ^he  further  remarks  «^«o.^ce«  o^  his  ar^  pAi^Aa-,  pos- 

I  had  purposed  to  make  on  this  impor-  s^ssmg  the  knowledge  of  those  laws, 

tint   operation  will  be   appended   to  or  rational  grounds,  which  form  at  onee 

another  paper,  in  which  I  shall,  on  a  the  principles  and  ultimate  aims  of  all 

future  occasion,  commifhicate  to  the  professional  knowledge— a  gentleman, 
profession  the  final  result  of  the  above       ,  j^'^i^^^Tj       ^  1 

casc,as  also  the  first  and  second  methods  ^^"^  conduct  is  to  be  the  pledge  that 

of  performing  Dieffenbach's  operation  he  pursues  his  profession  as  a  liberal 

for  stuttering,  which  I  have  not  yet de-  science,  and  is  in  all  things  guided 

scribed.    But  I  cannot  conclude  this  by  strict  honour--and  a  cAm^n/— in 

account  wathout  returning  my  thanks  ^^.  ,  .      ^v.     .i.         ^i.      1. 

to  my  friends,  who  took  great  interest  s^^^ching  this,  the  author  has  uncon- 

in  this  case,  and  kindly  assisted  me  sciously  drawn  his  own  portrait.    A 

through  it.  noble  thing  it  would  be  if  one  pos- 

-  ■ -  ,  sessing  all  these  qualities  in  a  high 

IvnrnTn  at     n  a 'ZTTTTT?  ^^gree  could  be  an  adequate  represen- 

mt^DliuAlj  (tAZJ^  1  1  Jli.  ^^^  ^f  ^^  profession  generally,  but 

Friday  t  March  12, 1841.  it  is  at  present  past  all    possibility. 

Medical  men  must  be,  in  a  measure, 

••licet  omnfbns.  licet  etiam  miW,  dirnitat«m  adapted  to  the  State  of  society  around 

Artit  Mediem  toen ;  potestat  modo  renlendl  in  *^  ..... 

pabUdim  sit,  diceodi  periciUum  aon  recuao.**  them.      The   public,    it     IS    in    these 

_^^^^  CicBRo.  ^yg  ^00   manifest,  either  cannot    or 

will   not,   afibrd  to  maintain  practi- 

THE  TOUCHSTONE  OF  MEDICAL  ^^^^„  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^ 

REFORM.*  g^^jy  ^.j^^j^  jj^  Qj^^  ^^  ^  g^^ 

The  three  letters  which  Mr.  Green  has  j^^j^  ^^^i^  ^^h  ^^^^  ^  y^^i^ ,  ^^d  so 

addressed  to  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  the  they  who  should  be  Jihilosophers  be- 

public,  contain,  expressed  in  a  more  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^f  ^hem,  against  their  will, 

iwpular  form,  the  sum  and  substance  tradesmen.    Who,  that  united  in  him- 

of  what  he  has  hitherto  A^Titlen  on  die  ^^If  all  the  high  and  ennobling  quaH- 

same  subject  exclusivety  for  die  pro-  tics  diat  are  in  die  Aeon  ideal  of  die 

fession.    In  these,  however,  he  has  en-  surgeon,  would  consent  to  have  his  ser- 

tered  more  closely  dian  hitherto  into  vices  tendei^  for?    who,  of  such  a 

the  details  of  the  question ;  and  diis  is  class,  would  be  paid  unwilling eighteeor 

•  In  Three  Lettera,  addressed  to  Sir  Robert  pences,  or  be,  for  shtlHnCS,  at  the  nod 

Harry  Inrlis,  Bart.,   M.P.,   by  JoMpb  Henry  *^^ ,  ^V.      -  '  ,.     .         « 

Green,  FjbC  .     /        r-         #  and  bcck  of  ovcTsecrs,  relieving  officers. 
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and  parish  beadles  ?  Why,  none :  the  and  pleasing,  be  presented  tram  bring- 
true  philosopher  will  rather  starve :  the  ing  those  who  hate  it  down  towards 
more  ordinary  sort  will  rather  follow  their  own  level.  Just  as,  in  ordinary 
the  usual  practice,  drop  his  philosophy,  society,  the  fashion,  to  which  the  wisest 
and  cam  money  by  an  honest  but  even  are  forced  to  succumb,  is  the  invention 
degrading  practice.  of  fools ;  so,  in  these  more  important 

Nor  are  contracts,-  the  tender  system,  things,  the  standard  of  respectability 

and  the  screwing  down  of  remuneration  is  set  too  nearly  at  the  level  of  the 

for  medical  aid,  confined  to  those  who  lowest,  because  the   majority  cannot 

dispense  the  public  money ;  they  alone,  afford  to  hold  themselves  far  above  it. 

indeed,  may  publicly   advertise    that  For  although  medicine  may  be  such 

they  follow  such  systems ;   but  there  is  a  science  that  it  can  be  followed  for  its 

hardly  a  master  of  a  househdld  who  own  sake,  without  any  reference  to  its 

does  not   privately  pursue  the  same  being    a    lucrative  business,    yet  we 

course ;  who  does  not  make  the  expense  apprehend  that  there  is  not  more  than 

enter  as  one  of  the  most  important  one  in  a  hundred  of  those  who  pursue 

items  in  the  question  of  what  medical  it,  who  does  not  look  to  it,  in  the  first 

practitioner  he  shall  employ ;  and  who,  place,  as  the  source  from  which  he  will 

when  the  question  comes  within  a  sus-  derive  his  necessary  maintenance ;  and 

picion  of  the  catera  being  porta,  does  who  will  not,  therefore,  confess  that 

not  decide  at  once  for  the  cheapest,  science  has  very  generally  to  bow  be- 

And  so  it  comes  to  pass,  that,  what  fore  necessity,  whenever  they  come  in 

should  be  a  science,  is,  in  many  cases,  contact. 

only  an  art ;  and  that  what  should  be  a  To  this  most  important,  because  most 

profession  is  a  trade;    and  that  the  influential  part  of  the  question,  Mr. 

index  of  the  medical  character  is,  in  Green  barely  alludes ;  the  consideration 

reality,  not  what  the  dignity  of  the  of  the  effect  which  medical  remuneration 

science  and  the  profession  requires,  but  has  upon  the  medical  character  seems 

the  money  which  the  pubHc  are  wiUing  never  to  have  been  entertained  by  him. 

to  pay  for  medical  services.  And  this  has  probably  resulted  from 

This  state  of  things,  it  is  manifest,  his  never  having  felt  personally  the 
will  continue  just  so  long  as  the  access  necessity  of  considering  it ;  for  our 
to  the  rights  of  medical  practice  are  so  author  has  the  double  good  fortune  of 
easy  that  the  public  can  be  supplied  heing  by  nature  and  by  education  fitted 
with  practitioners  at  their  own  price ;  to  personate  the  model  character  he  has 
so  long  as  any  can  practise  unexamined  drawn,  and  of  being  by  patrimony  set 
and  unlicensed;  and  so  long  as  ex-  far  beyond  the  temptation  of  descending 
aminers  are  obliged  to  admit  to  the  from  his  elevation.  However,  though 
diploma  all  who  are  possessed  of  only  hy  different  routes,  we  have  arrived  at 
a  mtmnwm  of  knowledge.  The  only  nearly  the  same  results :  he,  by  a  con- 
remedy  lies  in  preventing  the  public  templation  on  the  dignity  of  the  science 
from  setting  the  standard  of  profes-  and  art  of  medicine,  and  on  the  benefits 
sional  acquirement  by  the  ride  of  their  its  liberal  exercise  would  confer  upon 
own  willingness  of  expenditure ;  and  .society — we,  by  a  simple  view  of  the 
this,  as  we  have  always  held,  can  be  condition  of  medical  practice,  and  the 
done  only  by  raising  the  standard  of  causes  which  have  mainly  contributed 
medieal  education,  and  making  its  at-  to  its  present  state  of  degradation.  The 
tainmcnt  compulsory  upon  all.  By  this  result  of  either  consideration  must  b^, 
only  can  those  to  whom  trade  is  natural  that  medical  education  should  be  made 
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more  general  and  more  liberal — ^that  examples  of  institutions  in  which  the 

the  amount  of  knowledge  required  for  advantages  of  collegiate  education  are 

the  diploma  should  be  raised  from  its  obtained,  is  absurd.   To  them,  students 

present  mtfitmtim,  and  that  more  power  come  as  to  any  other  inedical  school — 

should  be  given  to  governing  bodies,  to  not  for  the  cultivation  of  the  pure  and 

«Eiable  them  to  prevent  the  infraction  most  austere  sciences — ^nor  for  the  re- 

of  the  privileges  of  their  members,  and  search  of  ancient  learning — ^nor  for  the 

the  necessarily  consequent  damage  of  study  of  the  physical  sciences  for  their 

the  public  welfare.    And  this  brings  us  own  sake — ^nor  to  fonn  in  themselves 

to  Mr.  Green's  other  letters.  any  sentiment  of  honour  and  gentle- 

The  second  of   these  is,  ''On  the  manly  feeling — but  simply  because  they 

institutions  calculated  to  educe  and  have  heard  of  the  reputation  of  the 

foster    the    professional    character."  medical  teachers,  and  are  anxious  to 

These  are,  in  a  word,  universities  and  obtain,  on  the  easiest  and  most  secure 

colleges.    la  them  terms,  the    knowledge  that   will  en- 

"A  medical  education  may  be  best  "^^^^    *«"»  /«   P^   their   examma- 

grounded  on  those  universal  elements  tions.    We  know  not,  in  short,  any 

of  science  which  are  the  essential  con-  important  respect  in  which  the  medical 

stituents  of  every  Uberal  profession;  schools  of  the  University  and  King's 

and  a   medical  education  cannot  be  CoUeges  differ  m  kind  from  those  of  any 

complete  except  m  such  institutions  ^""^6^"*"«J»  »|»'wm»*"'"*«^"«^"*«"/ 

where  alone,  discipline  both  moral  and  <>'  ^^  ^^  hospitals:    to   increase 

intellectual,  systematic  instruction,  and  the  number  of  colleges  of  this  kind 

a  pledged  direction  and  supervision  of  would  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  be  of  any 

the  studies,  can  give  the  requisite  secu-  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

nty  for  the  progress  and  completion  of°,  ,          _       _.^             _.. 

the  student's  labours;  and  where  the  ^  ^^e  number  of   ordinary  medical 

cJumni  are  induced  habitually  to  regard  schools ;  for  to  medical  students  they 

themselves  as  members  of  one  )x)dy,  afford  none  of  the  advantages  of  a  uni- 

brothers  in  the  same  household,"  &c.  ^^^^y   education,  however  exccUent 

All  which  may  be  very  true,  and  may  may  be  their  systems  of  medical  in- 

perhaps   be    realized   some   centuries  struction. 

hence ;  and  we  quite  regret  to  descend  Indeed,  the  fact  that  these  two  col- 
from  the  vision  which  the  author  has  leges  have  failed  to  induce  any  propor- 
drawn  in  such  pure  English,  and  with  tion  of  medical  students  to  accept  the 
such  enthusiastic  eloquence,  to  the  advantages,  which  their  other  classes 
actual  facts  of  the  case.  But  unless  afford,  of  obtaining  a  mere  liberal  edu- 
the  relation  in  which  the  public  at  pre-  cation,  is  to  us  a  sufficient  proof  that 
sent  regard  the  profession  be  utterly  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  requiring 
altered,  the  members  of  the  latter  education  in  a  university  as  a  part  of 
camuft  afford  to  be  educated  in  univer-  the  title  to  a  diploma.  We  believe 
sities ;  at  least  the  majority  of  them  rather  that  this  will  not  come  except 
cannot.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  as  the  consummation  of  such  improve- 
and  fur  some  years  to  come,  there  must  ments  as  are  suggested  in  the  third 
be  apprenticeships,  and  dispensing  of  letter,  "On  the  Regulation  and  Eco- 
medicines,  and  many  other  things  which  nomy  of  the  Medical  Profession." 
one  educated  in  such  a  university  as  It  cannot  be  doubted,  the  author 
the  author  pictures  would  hold  in  utter  holds,  that  the  legislature  is  bound,  fat 
contempt.  We  say  in  auch  a  univer-  the  security  of  the  publit,  to  provide 
sity ;  for  to  imply,  as  he  does,  that  the  for  the  maintenance  of  a  medical  pro- 
Colleges  of  «the  London  Univcsity  are  fession,  and  to  establish  such  criteria  of 
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the  competency  of  the  members  as  the  dmilated ;  the  taking  cognizance  of  the 

public  shall  be  qualified  to  estimate  in  practices  of  unqualified  peisons,  and  of 

guiding  their  selection;  and,  therefore,  dishonourable  practices  among  those 

it  is  a  consideration  of  the  practical  who  are  licensed ;  the  superintendence 

difficulties,  rather  than  any  doubt  of  the  of  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  public 

principle  of  interference,  that  would  health;    state  medicine  and   medical 

preyent  his  urging  the  legislature  to  police  (including  the  provision  for  the 

withdraw  its   countenance   from   the  defect  of  the  present  Poor  Law  in  its 

quack,  and  to  protect,  by  penal  law,  relation  to  medical  men) ;  and  the  re- 

his  patients.      Certainly,    for    public  gulation  and  supervision  of  the  institu- 

offices,  none  but  the  tested  and  legally  tions  for  instruction,  with  an  especial 

approved  should  be  selected.  view  to  the  obtaining  of  an  "  harmo- 

One  of  the  main  evils  of  the  priesent  nious  adjustment  of  a  multiplicity  of 

state  of  medical  practice,  the^  result  of  means  to  a  common  aim  and  end.'' 

the    existence   of  so   many  separate  Such  is  the  general  system  of  altera- 

governing  bodies,   forming  what  the  tion  proposed.    The  remainder  of  the 

author  well  likens  to  *'  a  many-headed  Letter  contains  remarks  on  changes 

monster,  which,  in  its  heterogeneous  tha.t  might  be  beneficially  introduced 

authorities,  feebly  regulates  its  ill-com-  into  the  existing  medical  corporations, 

bined  functions,*'  is  the  absence  of  any  and  especially  into  thQ  constitution  of 

uniform  standard  of  qualification ;  so  the  College  of  Surgeons.     Presuming 

that  it  is  impossible  for  the  pubUc  to  that  the   public  and   the   profession 

judge  of  the  competency  of  any  one  would  derive  advantage  from  making 

possessed  of  any  diploma.  There  should  the  diploma  of  the  College  compulsory 

therefore,  he  holds,  be  an  efficient  head  on  all  who  act  as  surgeons,  the  College, 

for  the  government  of  the  whole  pro-  if  this  were  granted  to  it,  should  on- 

fession  ;   and  this  should  be  a  State  doubtedly  be  amenable  to  the  country, 

CornieU  for  Medical  Affairs,  emanating  which  it  is  not  now,  nor  can  reasonably 

from  and  responsible  to  the  Govern-  beexpectedtobeisolongas  itislegaUy 

ment      It  should  consist  of  various  a  matter  almost  of  indifference  whether 

members,  but  of  as  few  as  the  nature  of  a  surgeon  have  its  diploma   or   not. 

its  constitution  would  permit ;    they  This  responsibility  would  be  provided 

should  be  members  from  each  of  the  for  by  its  being  under  the  control  of 

medical    corporations   of  ^he   United  the  State  Council  for  Medical  Aflbirs; 

Kingdom,  nominated  and  recommended  but,  besides  this,  it  would  probably  be 

by  their  brethren,  but  appointed  by  the  necessary  to  provide  some  means  by 

Crown ;  and  to  these  should  be  added  which  more  of  the  members  of  the 

a  small  proportion  of  Lay  Assessors,  College  should  have  a  share  in   its 

also  appointed   by  the    Crown,    who  management.    For  obvious  reasons  an 

would  be  for  judicial  authorities  and  open  election  would  be  disadvantageous; 

legal  advisers,  and  one  of  the  members  but  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 

of  the  Government.  Council,  an  elective  privilege  should  be 

The  functions  of  such  a  State  Council  conceded  to  certain  members  of  the 

should  be,  briefly — the  power  of  ap-  general  body.    Bearing  in  mind  that 

proval  or  denial  of  all  bye-laws  and  the  College  is  unalterably  and  emi- 

ordinances  emanating  from  the  several  nently  an  institution  for  the  promotion 

medical  corporations,  so  that,  without  of  the  science  of  surgery,  it  follows  un> 

altering  or  impairing  the  functions  of  deniably  that  the  first  condition  for 

any,  the  characters  of  all  may  be  as-  enjoying  the  elective  franchise  should 
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be  that  of  practiBingsurgeiy  exclasirely^ 
the  electors  most  be  thoSe  who  are 
surgeons  by  profession,  and  not  those 
who  make  surgery  a  subsidiary  qualifi- 
cation to  medicine,  midwifery,  or  phar- 
macy. Between  these  two  classes  a 
distinction  should  be  made,  by  the  titles 
respectively  of  Fellows  and  Licentiates  : 
and  the  former  should  be  fitted  by  a 
high  standard  of  surgical  education, 
not  only  to  be  electors,  but  ta  be  eligi- 
ble to  all  offices  of  honour  and  trust  in 
the  College.  For  this  purpose  the 
candidate  for  the  Fellowship  of  the 
College  should  be,  at  least,  twenty-four 
years  old;  should  have  graduated  in 
arts  in  a  British  university,  or  be  com- 
petent to  pass  an  equivalent  examina- 
tion ;  should  have  testimonials  of  high 
moral  charact^;  should  pass  an  exa- 
mination in  the  ancient  medical  authors, 
anatomy  and  physiology,  pathology  and 
surgical  therapeutics ;  should  have  been 
engaged  six  years  in  professional  study ; 
and  should  be  required  to  furnish  a 
series  of  clinical  reports.  Although, 
others  than  pure  surgeons  might  un- 
dergo this  examination,  and  become 
Honorary  Fellows  of  the  College,  none 
others  should  have  the  elective  fran- 
chise, unless  they  were  surgeons  of 
county  hospitals. 

But  here  we  most  cease — at  least  for 
the  present.  We  shall  probably  recur 
to  this  latter  part  of  the  subject;  but, 
whether  we  do  or  not,  our  readers  will 
do  well  to  peruse  the  pamphlet  before 
us.  Both  for  the  high  talent  and 
liberal  feeling  which  it  displays,  and 
for  the  authority  under  which  it  is  pub- 
lished, it  deserves  the  fairest  and  most 
serious  attention. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Council,  on  Wednesday, 
the  3rd  inst.,  Benjamin  Travera,  Eiiq.  was 
elected  an  Examiner,  and  John  Flint  South, 
Esq.  (both  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital)  a 
Member  of  the  Council,  in  the  vacancies  oc- 
caj^ioned  by  the  lamented  decease  of  Sir 
Astley  Paston  Cooper,  Bart. 


LIST  or  OBNTLKHKN  ADMrmBD  nMBKBS. 

Friday t  March  5,  1841. 
T.  W.  Hlron.  -  8.  Hobsou. — Q.  T.  Vicaiy.  — 
R.  L.  Haynes.— J.  Spencer.— C-C'Torner — H.J. 
Pemiy.— F.  Wright.— W.  T.  White.— 5.  B.  Stcd- 
man.— J.  Gray.— W.  R.  H.  Barker. —B.B.Thrioir. 
— R.  Yaol. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  27th  February,  1841. 

Small  Pox  96 

Measles   8 

Scarlatina   11 

Hooping  Cough 67 

Croup 4 

Thrush    9 

Diarrhoea    «. .  9 

Dysentery* 8 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 13 

Typhus    SO 

Erysipelas  8 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  ^n.ses . .  181 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    314 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 34 

Diiteases  of  the  Stomacl^,  liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    59 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy    0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 3 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 7 

Ulcer   1 

Fistula 0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 3 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  136 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 78 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      90 

Causes  not  specified    1 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 1040 
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Kept  at  Eduoktos, Latitude  5  L''  37  32"  N. 
Longitude  0^3  51"  W,  qf  Greenwich, 


March 

Wednesday  8 

Thursday  .  4 

Friday    .  .  5 

Stturday  .  6 

Sunday  .  .  7 

Monday .  .  8 

Tuesday    .  9 


THBaMOMBTBR. 

ftiom  35  to  47 

37  44 

31  49 

84  50 

89  55 

43  61 

34  57 


Barombtbr. 
29*25  to  99*85 


29-75 
29-77 
29*53 
29-95 
30*27 
80*30 


29-84 
29*28 
29*89 
80*15 
30*30 
Stat. 


Wind,  W.  onthe  Sd ;  N.W.  and  W.  on  the  4th  ; 
S.W.  on  the  5th ;  W. on  the  6th ;  S.W.  and  N.W. 
on  the  7th;  since  SW. 

On  the  3d,  morning  clear,  otherwise  cloudy ; 
rain  in  the  evening.  The  4tn,  evening  overcast, 
with  niAi  otherwise  clear,  llie  5th  genially 
cloudy ;  raininc  all  the  afternoon  and  evenioj?. 
The  6th  and  7th  clear.  The  8th,  roominff  over- 
cast, with  small  rain ;  otherwise  clear,  and  re> 
markably  mild.  The  9th,  mominj;  fosKyi  other- 
wise clear. 

Rain  fallen,  *585  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Apams. 


Notice. — Mcdicus — Molton — ^next  week. 


Wilson  &  Uoilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BXtNO  A 

WEEKLY  JOiyRIKIAL 

OF 

in^litcmf  anlr  tf)e  Collateral  ^dtmtit. 

•■^^■^— ^■^^■^^■^^  I  ■■■  Ml^-  ■■-■!  ■■^■■■■■1  ■■-  ■■■■■■11     I^M^— ^^M^— —^W* 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  19,  I84L 

LECTURES  well  nigh  hopeleu.     These  are  cases  which 

^,,^,,2  peculiarly  demand  decision  on  the  part  of 

the  medical  man ;  and  we  are  bound  to  act, 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF  in  some  instances,  upon  very  slight  mdi- 

PHYSIC  cations ;  as  when,  for  example,  we  perceive 

what  we  think  threatenings  of  acute  hydro- 

Delivered  at  King^e  College^  London,  cephalus  in  a  scrofulous  child,  or  in  a  child 

Q    y^     ij;.  belonging  to  a  family  in  which  others  have 

UY  UK.  WATSON.  aU-eady  been  cut  off  by  that  disorder. 

-^— >  It  has  been  supposed,  by  some,  that  the 

Lbctukb  XXVI.  ^^^^^  ^^  hopeless  after   effusion  has  taken 

place,  but  we  cannot  be  sure  of  that ;   nay 

Acute  Hydroeephaltu  continued.      Prog-  more,  there  are  no  symptoms  by  which  we 

none  and  Mortality  qf  the  diMcate,   Treat-  can  ever  tell /or  certain  that  effusion  Aof 

ment :  blood-letting ;  purgativee :   cold;  taken  place. 

mercury ;  blUtere,    Prophylajne,    Spu-  I  remember  to  have  heard  it  gravely  main- 

Houe  Hydrocephalue,     Chronic  Hydro-  tained,   in  the  debating  societies  which  I 

cephalus,  or  Dropey  of  the  Brain.   Shape  gometimes  attended  when  a  student,  that 

qfthe  head  and  face.    Anatomical  con-  there  are  no  such  things  as  absorbents,  and 

ditione.     Symptonu.  no  absorption,  in  the  brain ;  and  therefore 

Thb  disease,  of  which  I  described  the  symp-  that  perfect  recovery  from  serous  efiWon  in 

toms  in  the  last  lecture,  acute  hydrocephalus,  that  organ  is  impossible.     But  this  notion 

is  a  very  dangerous  disease ;  and,  when  once  is  refuted  by  plain  and  well-known  facts. 

it  is  fairly  established,  many  more  die  of  it  We  shall  see  hereafter,  that  blood  poured 

than  recover.     Our  chance  of  saving  the  forth  within  the  nervous  pulp  is  capable  of 

patient's  life,  by  active  treatment,  is  always  being  removed  by    absorption.      How  an 

greater  in  proportion  as  the  complaint,  or  opinion  so  palpably  erroneous  could  ever 

the  tendency  to  the  complaint,  is  detected  have  found  credit,  except  with  that  class  of 

early ;    and  for  that  reason  the  precursory  men  who  can  or  will  believe  nothing  which 

symptoms  possess  so  high  an  importance.  they  cannot  see,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  guess. 

When  our  treatment   commences  while  The  prognosis,  always  doubtful  or  bad, 

the  symptoms  are  as  yet  rather  those  of  the  is  a  little  better  when  the  disease  is  violent, 

precursory  state,  than  of  the  confirmed  dis-  and  occurs  in  tolerably  healthy  subjects, 

ease,  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  of  than  when  it  creeps  on  slowly  and  insidiously, 

those  cases  which,   under  such  treatment,  and  in  weakly,  scrofulous  patients.     In  the 

terminate  favourably,  would  otherwise  have  former  case  there  is  more  room  for  the 

ripened  into  well-marked    hydrocephalus  ;  adoption  of  active  measures ;   and  the  dis- 

and  we  must  be  content  to  have  it  said,  ease    is    more    likely    to  be  amenable  to 

without  its  being  possible  for  us  to  refute  remedies,  and  less  likely  to  be  obstinate ; 

the  assertion,  that  not  all  of  the  disorders  it  is  also  less  likely  to  depend  upon  a  per- 

which  we  treat  as  acute  hydrocephalus  are  manent  cause,  such  as  the  existence  of  a 

really  instances  of  that  disease.     We  must  scrofulous  tumor  in  the  brain, 

act  upon  the  worst  supposition,  and  not  wait  The  probable  issue  of  the  disease  is  often 

until  the  nature  of  the  symptoms  <femoyw/ra/e  judged  of  by  the  state  of  the  pulse.      The 

that  the  malady  is  present,  while  they  de-  quick  pulse  belonging  to  the  early  stages  of 

monstrate  also,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  the  disease  will  become  slow ;  but  it  may 
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become  slow  in  two  very  different  ways  :  it  adults  are  attacked  with  enoephalitia.     It 

may  diminisli  in  frequency  in  a  gradual  and  conaiata,  therefore,  in  blood-letting,  purga- 

moderate  manner,  and  then  we  may  hope  tiyes,  cold  to  the  head,  mercury,  and  perhaps 

that  the  alteration  proceeds  from  the  pro-  blisters.     Of  course  the  differences  of  age 

greasive  declension  of  the  fever ;   or  it  may  will   require   some    modification    of   these 

drop  suddenly,  which  would  be  a  reason  for  remedies. 

our  fearing  that  the  second  stage  of  the        The  only  event  of  the  inflammation  oom- 

disease  was  about  to  establish  itself.     We  patible  with  the  safety  of  the  patient  is  resc- 

must  take  care,  under  the  former  circum-  lution ;  and  this  we  must  endeavour  to  bring 

stances,  not  prematurely  to  assert  that  the  about  (I  cannot  too  often  repeat  it)  by  early 

disorder  is  on  the  decline,  and  the  patient  as  well  as  by  free  blood-letting :  bleeding 

safe.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the  pulse  has  from  the  arm;  or  by  leeches;  or  by  cupping, 

been  morbidly  slow,  a  gradual  and   slight  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  in  very  young 

increase  in  its  frequency  must  be  considered  children,  leeches  produce  the  effect  of  general 

as  a  favourable  omen ;  while  its  rapid  and  blood-letting.   '  It  is  a  matter  of  obvious  im- 

great    acceleration    would    shew   that    the  portance  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  we  may 

disease  was  passing  into  its  worst  and  final  safely  and  benefidally  carry  the  abstraction 

stage.  of  blood  in  infants.  Dr.  John  Clarke,  a  man 

I  have  already  cautioned  you  against  being  of  large  experience  (the  elder  brother  of  the 
misled  by  that  deceitful  truce,  and  apparent  present  Sir  Charles  Clarke),  says  that  very- 
improvement,  which  is  apt  to  take  place  in  young  children  will  very  wdi  bear  the  loss 
the  course  of  the  disease.  If  the  signs  of  of  blood,  even  to  feinting,  once  or  twice 
amendment  continue,  or  make  progress,  repeated :  but  that  their  powers  are  apt  to 
during  two  or  three  entire  days,  we  may  gink  if  the  bleeding,  to  that  extent,  be  had 
venture  to  admit  a  little  more  hope.  But  recourse  to  oftener.  For  infants  a  year 
the  patient  can  never  be  considered  secure  old,  three  ounces  is  reckoned  a  full  bleeding, 
while  any  approach  to  what  are  thought  I  do  not  like  opening  the  jngular  vein,  for 
symptoms  of  effusion  remains ;  while  the  reasons  with  which  you  are  sufficiently  ac- 
pupil  continues  dilated  for  example,  or  even  quainted ;  and  if  the  requisite  quantity  of 
BO  long  as  it  does  not  contract  briskly  under  blood  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  vein  in 
a  strong  light.  the  arm,  cupping  from  the  nape  of  the  neck 

The  prognosis  is  especially  bad  when  may  be  substituted ;  or  leeches  may  be  ap- 
acute  hydrocephalus  supervenes  upon  other  plied  to  the  temples,  or  to  the  mastoid  pro- 
disease  ;  or  when  it  is  engrafted  (as  it  some-  cesses.  It  is  necessary  to  recollect  that 
times  is)  upon  the  chronic  form  of  the  dis-  leeches  generally  produce  a  f^r  discharge 
order.  It  is  very  seldom  that  the  acute  form  of  blood  in  children  than  in  adnlts,  on  ac- 
subsides  into  the  chronic.  count  of  the  greater  activity  of  the  capillary 

To  show  you  that  we  are  warranted  in  the  circulation  in  .the  former.     No  general  rule 

expectation  of  sometimes  carrying  our  pa-  can  be  prescribed  in  respect  to  the  number 

tient  through  this  most  perilous  malady,  I  of  leeches  that  should  be  applied ;   three  will 

will  mention  a  few  statistical  facts  that  have  take  as  much  blood  in  one  case  as  half  a 

been  recorded  in  respect  to  its  mortality,  dozen  in  another;  but  assuming  that  one 

Dr.  Odier,  of  Geneva,  states  that,  upon  an  leech  will,  on  an  average,  cause  the  discharge 

average,   eighteen    cases    of   acute   hydro-  of  one  ounce  of  blood,  we  may  apply  thrae 

cephdus  occur  every  year  in  that  place ;  and  of  them  to  a  strong  infant  of  six  months, 

of  these  six  get  well ;  t.  e.  the  recoveries  are  when  the  symptoms  are  violent.     Of  course 

to  the  deaths  as  one  to  two.     Dr.  Golis,  to  the  bleeding  is  to  be  suspended  if  syncope 

whose  work  I  referred  in  the  last  lecture,  and  occurs.     In  older  children  the  quantity  of 

who  had  the  charge  of  a  large  institution  for  blood  necessary  to  be  taken  will  be  somewhat 

children  in  Vienna,   gives    an  account  of  larger:   six  ounces  of  blood  taken  from  a 

thirty-seven  cases,  out  of  which  five  reco-  yein  is  a  full  bleeding,  I  should  say,  for  a 

vered.     He  had  seen,  upon  the  whole,  forty-  child  five  or  six  years  old.     I  mention  these 

one  instances  of  recovery  from  acute  hydro-  quantities  as  mere  approximations,  as  guides 

oephalns.     Dr.  MiUs,  who  has  also  written  to  what  yon  may  expect  to  find  practically 

on  the  disease,  has  narrated  twenty-eight  required :  the  true  measure  and  test  of  salu- 

cases,  all  of  which  died  but  seven;  and  M.  tary  blood-letting  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other 

Bricheteau  lost  four  out  of  eleven.     Adding  inflammations,  is  to  be  fbund  in  the  effect  it 

these  together,  and  taking  the  average,  we  has  at  the  time.     The  first  bleeding,  in  what 

have  seventy-six  instances  of  the  disease,  manner  soever  the  blood  is  taken,  should  be 

and  sixteen  recoveries :  rather  more  than  a  sufficient  one ;  should  produce  a  decided 

one  in  five.    The  cases  in  which  recovery  and  manifest  impression.     By  attending  to 

took    place  were    mostly  those    in  which  this  rule  you  will  break  the  foroe  of  the  dis- 

vigorous  measures  were  adopted  early*  ease  more  surdy,  and  more  safely  too,  than 

TVeaimetU. — ^Tbe  treatment  resembles  that  by  drawing  blood  in  freqnent  driblets;  a 

which  I  have  already  recommended  when  mode  of  using  the  remedy  calculated  to 
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sabdue  the  patient  rather  than  to  overcome  sometimes  is  to  procure  evacuations  from 

his  malady.    You  must  afterwards  go  on  them,  Imay  mention  the  following  circum- 

with  the  leeches  to  the  head,  or  you  must  stances  which  I  heard  Dr.  Alison  relate  as 

withhold  them,  according  to  the  exigency  of  having  occurred  in  the  practice  of  his  uncle, 

.  the  particular  case ;  according  to  the  condi-  the  late  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Edinburgh.     He  had 

tion  of  the  pulse,  the  continuance  or  1^  one  patient  who  took  140  grains  of  calomel 

cessation  of  the  pain,  the  increase  or  diminu-  in  the  course  of  five  days,  yet  his  bowels 

tion  of  the  fever,  and  so  forth.   And  you  are  were  not  relieved,  till  he  had  also  taken  two 

not  to  forget  that  as  you  have  to  deal,  in  doses  of  jalap;  the  first  of  30,  and  the  second 

general,  with  scrofulous  children,  any  tuper"  of  35  grains.     In  another  case,  a  child  of 

Jhtout  removal  of  blood,  the  abstraction  of  twenty-eight  months  took  in  nine  days  350 

more  than  is  required  for  extinguishing  the  grains  of  calomel  (nearly  40  grains  a  day) ; 

inflammation  within  the  head,  yriH.  be  likely  and  in  six  of  these  days  136  grains  of  jalap 

to  prove  injurious  to  the  general  system,  (more  than  20  grains  a  day):   the  effecti 

After  the  full  formation  of  the  comatose  were  a  gentle  purging  from  the  jalap,  none 

state,  a  farther  prosecution  of  the  bleeding  from  the  previous  calomel,  and  but  slight 

has  sometimes    been    rapidly  followed  by  salivation.     Hie  child  recovered  after  having 

death.  been  nearly  in  a  comatose  state.     Of  conrae 

Next  in  rank  and  importance  to  bleeding  lai^  doses  of  this  kind  are  never  to  be  given, 

come  jnayaiwe*.    They  are  to  be  exhibited  '  until  the  inefficacy  of  smaller  ones  has  been 

with  the  threefold  view  of  correcting  de-  ascertained. 

praved  secretions,  of  clearing  the  alimentary  Cold  applied  to  the  head : — I  have  before 
csnalof  its  irritating  contents,  and  above  all,  given  you  examples  of  its  power.  It  is 
of  deriving,  as  the  phrase  is,  from  the  head ;  especially  useful  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
producing  a  discharge  of  the  watery  parts  of  disease,  when  there  is  much  heat,  and  when 
the  blood,  and  taking  off  the  stress  from  the  evacuations  have  been  obtained.  I  am 
cerebral  arteries.  The  best  forms  of  pur-  doubtful  about  the  propriety  of  keeping  iee 
li;ative  medicine  to  be  used  for  these  purposes  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  head  in 
with  children  consist  of  calomel  and  jalap,  or  very  young  children.  It  will  in  many  caaea 
calomel  and  scammony;  and  if  these  do  not  be  sufficient;  to  lay  a  linen  rag  wet  with 
act  freely,  senna  and  salts  must  be  given  in  oold  water  (or  spirit  and  water,  to  promote 
add  of  &em.  I  have  already  made  you  evaporation),  upon  the  child's  head,  taking 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Abercrombie's  Mgh  care  to  renew  it  frequently,  not  merdy  as 
opinion  of  the  efficacy  of  purgative  medidnee  often  as  it  gets  dry,  but  as  often  as  it  gets 
in  inflammation  of  the  brain,  whe^r  in  the  hot ;  or  water  may  be  poured  from  a  pitdier 
child  or  in  the  adidt.  Dr.  Whytt,  sgain,  upon  the  head,  a  basin  being  held  under  the 
states  that  he  never  saw  even  temporary  chin.  Dr.  Darwall  states  that  he  haa 
relief  of  the  symptoms  produced  by  any  known  eases,  which  seemed  utterly  hopeless, 
other  means  than  those  which  incressed  the  recover  by  letting  water  fall  in  a  small  suc- 
.  evacuations.  Purgatives  are  to  be  adminis-  cession  of  drops  upon  the  scalp,  and  oon- 
tered,  therefore,  at  an  early  period.  But  tinning  it  until  the  head  no  longer  recovered 
flometimes  the  stomach  is  so  irritable  that  it  its  high  temperature  upon  intermitting  the 
will  reject  them.  A  previous  bleeding  will  dropping.  I  need  scarcely  say  that  under 
often  correct  this ;  and  it  is  no  small  part  of  all  drcnmstances  it  is  expedient  to  keep  the 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  abstraction  of  head  somewhat  elevated.  The  influence  of 
blood,  that  it  prepares  the  way  for  the  more  this  mode  of  applying  cold  to  the  head  is  in- 
efiectual  operation  of  aperients  and  of  mer-  creased,  and,  perhaps,  rendered  safer,  by 
cury.  A  large  clyster  will  often  be  of  ser-  immersing  the  lower  extremities  of  the  pa- 
vice,  both  in  setUing  the  stomach,,  and  in  tient  at  the  same  time  in  warm  water*. 

procuring  stools,  when  there  is  much  vomit-  ^ 

ing,   and  a  continual  rejection  of  medidne 

given  by  the  mouth.     Dr.  Cheyne  mentions       *  Since  this  lecture  was  delivNed,  I  have  read 

a  form  of  medidne  by  which  he  sometimes  ^\P\  I>»v»'«  recent publicationon. acute bydro- 

A  wiiu  UA  uicuiciuc  uj  «vii«.uii»  avui«:vuuva  cephsliM.    He  sdds  the  Weight  of  biB  expeneoce 

succeeded  m  qmetmg  the  umtable  stomach,  in  attestetion  of  thegreat  efficacy  of  blood-letting, 

and  procuring  evacuations  ;   he  would  give  early  performed,  and  carried  to  deUqniomanimL 

a  drachm  or  two  of  magnesU,  saturated  J^f^S^u  L'i-Vl!^r"^*J*,?'^*  S'iCTU'TIS  ?*?• 

.^,  ,  /^        /,        ,  wbicbisnewtome,  andlikely«  Isbould  tmnk,  to 

with  lemon  juice,  every  two  or  three  hours,  ^e  extensively  luefal.    It  forma  one  of  the  many 

You  may  sometimes  get  cidomel  and  scam-  valuable  purposes  to  which  caoutebonc  has  of  late 

mony,  however,  to  remain  on  the  stomach,  y«a"  been  turned.    A  iiag,  or  holtow  cushion, 

»i.^  \a^.,u^  ^1^  ^«^u«.  ^.^i^i^M^ ;»  •«:^f  ^  made  of  the  water-proof  matenal  mvented  by  Mr. 
when  ahnost  every  other  mechcme  is  rejected.     Mackintosh,  is  firrt  mied  with  very  coid  water ; 

The  purgative  plan  should  be  steadily  per-  then  about  half  of  its  contents  is  sulfeied  to 

dsted  in  for  several  days.  escape,  and  the  remainder  secured  by  turning 

To  ^ow  you  how  torpid  fte  boweU  .re  {||f.'?ShSS''th."^?^"?^ji,t'2?t  ^ 

apt  to  be  m  this  disease,  and  how  difficult  it  The  **  water  cushion'*  applied  in  this  «n*""*''  to 


drop  xn  of  good 

OUT  la  the  nape 

diiei.  ■erenlmay 

niDit  le  ulcerated 

Italic  tbe  help  of 

nTe.  B. 

b«cn  3  which  we 

incTH  vdrocepha- 


any  thing, 
onner  l«c- 
:  have  been 
T  digitalii, 


I  ..  „  ,         ill  doweU 

"zTif^'^Lioa^l'^'J""'''^'^'^*^  toleanihoirtonianaeetht«epoiierfulmeanB. 

^%,,JiV»"^,  more  tbwi  three  instsnccB  I  am  confident  yoa  wiU  fiod  IM  more  to 

dSe***'  "'wilip''  ""  produced  in  childreo  jfonr  pnrpo«e  then  trying  now  thia  and  now 

ianf'''*      ^tof*«^-  the  other  remeJy  becanse  it  ii  new,  or  be- 

iiB*'t'^&oiuoft»kingthechanceof  cauM  some  persons  tell  yoo  they  hare  been 

rt  of  mercury  doing  good,  wonderfully  raocesbfiil  with  it. 

e  Mtomel  u  ■  part  of  the  Let  me  hv  a  word  in  reference  to  the 

i  rub  in  »on)o  of  the  mer.  pTerailion  of  this  dieease  :  concerning  whidi 

on  bad  better  do  this  than  yoiir  advice  will  be  tore  to  be  asked  again 

-;-v-„.  die  eo""'"   bowels  by  combining  and  again.      In  femihea,  in  which  acute  hy. 

1  m  wit*  '^  calomel;  not  to  mention  the  drocepbalos  has  occurred,  or  that  shew  de- 

f^lSoaa  «**"  "*  "P'""  '■'  ^"""^  ehiidren  cided  marks  of  the  scrofulous  diatheaU,  the 

^Mwral,  and  in  th*  «*rlr  pef'od  of  head  earliest    attention   should   be   paid    to   any 

U^riMi"  ■"  p«rticular.     The  calomel  should  delation  from  the  healtij  condition  of  any 

W  giren  steadilj,  in  full  and  equal  doses,  at  of  the  functions.      Children  in  aueh  (amilies 

MU^   intervals.      Green  eracuationa    from  should  be  kqit  upon  a  nourishing  bat  light 

llie  bowela,    retembling   wet    tea-leases  or  and  nnstimulating  diet ;  consisting  of  well- 

jiiop|iod  spinach,  usually  follow  its  continued  dressed  Tf^etablea,   farinaceous   substances, 

(jministration :    and   this  appeanmra!  (like  and  a  moderate  proportion  of  animal  food. 

Ote  rising  of  the  gums  in  adults)  is  generally  Particnlar  care  should  be  biken  to  keep  the 

regarded  as  a  proof  that  the  influence  of  the  bowels  regular  ;  not  that  weakening  pui^;** 

nuoeial  is  felt  by  the  constitution,  and  that  should  be  given,   but  the  bowels  should  be 

i(  is  doing  all  the  good  of  which  il  ia  capable,  fairly  relieved  at  least  once  every  day.     Any 

Of  blisters   I  may  repeat  the  substance  disturbance  of  the  digeatJYe  organs  should  be 

of  what  I  slated  when  we  were  considering  immediately  corrected  ;   by  antacids,   laia- 

(DCephaUtii.     I  should  abstain  from   tbem  tiTcs,  change  of  diet,  and  sometimes  by  mer- 

■ — — curials,    as     the    hydrUgymm   cum    crati. 

(be  back  or  the  beaiL  does  not  preclude  cold  lo-  Such  childrra  shoiUd  alio,  if  posaible,  be 

lions  lo  the  forehead.     It  will  be  necessary,  Ki  brouebt  uo  in  the  cnantrr    uTit  fnv1>  n 

longsalbeappliatioDapptwagrateniltolheFa.  ^^  L  LS       A  '?°°'7'  «n^  "WJ  ei- 

(ienl,torepl™i.hiheciihionftomti-nelD11me  V°*^  to  mild  and  dry  airi  and  In  winter 
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suffidentlj  dotfaed.    During  the  hazardous  of  apoplectic  fulness,  to  be  identically  the 

period  of  dentition,  the  state  of  the  teeth  and  same.      When  a  human  being    bleeds  to 

gums  must  be  sedulously  attended  to.  There  death, — as    many  do  from   wounds,   from 

is  good  reason  for  beUeving  that  a  seton  or  uterine  hsemorrhage,  and  so  on, — ^what  do 

an  issue  in  the  neck  or  arm  has  been  very  we  see?    Why  the  patients  may  have  nervous 

serviceable  in  warding  off  and  preventing  delirium,  become  convulsed,  and  then  insen- 

attacks  of  the  disease.     Dr.  Cheyne  men-  sible,  with  a  wide  and  fixed  pupil.      The 

tions  some  striking  instances  of  die  good  outward  visible  signs  of  concusaion  and  of 

effect  of  establishing  an  artificial  irritation  at  compression  of  the  brain  are  very  much 

some  distance  from  the  brain,  when  there  alike.     The  vulgar  always  confound  them, 

has  been  a  disposition  to  disease  in  that  and  are  clamorous  that  a  vein  should  be 

organ.  opened :  a  measure  which  would  be  proper 

There  is  another  caution,  too,  which  you  and  usefol  in  the  one  case,  but  most  mis- 
will  often  find  reason  for  suggesting :  and  chievous  in  the  other.  It  is  the  same  with 
that  is,  not  to  press  or  encourage  the  deve-  the  frinctions  of  other  parts :  we  have  palpi- 
lopment  of  the  mental  faculties  in  children  tation  of  the  heart  when  that  organ  is  insuffi- 
who  are  quick  and  intelligent  beyond  their  dently  supplied  with  blood ;  palpitation 
years.  Parents  are  apt  to  be  proud  of  the  when  it  is  over  supplied  :  dyspnoea,  or 
early  acquirements  of  their  little  ones :  they  hurried  breathing,  when  the  lungs  are  con- 
are  not  aware  that  such  precocity  of  the  mind  gested ;  hurried  breathing  when  blood  does 
implies  danger  to  the  health  of  the  body ;  not  arrive  in  them  plenti^y  enough.  You 
and  they  provide  them  with  instructors,  and  must  see  that  the  importance  of  distinguish- 
to  a  certain  extent  abridge  their  hours  of  ing  between  the  causes  of  these  analogous 
exercise  and  amusement,  that  they  may  do  phenomena  is  immense.  Several  authors 
justice  to  their  devemess.  But  it  is  our  in  modem  times  have  noticed  the  condition 
duty  to  admonish  them  of  the  risks  they  are  of  the  brain  to  which  I  now  wish  yon  to 
thus  running :  and  to  advise  them  to  think  attend  :  Dr.  Abercrombie,  Dr.  Marshall 
only,  for  the  present,  of  corroborating  the  Hall,  and  the  late  Dr.  Groocb.  Their  obser- 
corporealstrengthof  the  child;  and  to  avoid  vations  were  made  and  published  eadi,  I 
over  cultivation  of  his  intellect  until  this  believe,  independently  of  the  other's.  Dr. 
dangerous  period  of  his  existenoe  is  got  over.  Crooch's  paper  is  entitled,  "  Of  some  Symp- 

SpuHotu  hydrocephalus. — ^There  is  still  toms  in  Children  erroneously  attributed  to 

one  point  remaining,  and  one  of  great  im-  Congestion  of  the  Brain.''     His  description 

portance,   in  relation  to  the  acute  hydro-  of  the  state  in  question  is  very  graphic ;  it 

cephalus  of  children.     I  told  you  in  the  last  is  chiefly  indicated  by  heaviness  of  the  head, 

lecture,  that  the  diagnosis  was  generally  not  and  drowsiness.    The  age  of  the  little  patients 

difficult ;  and  I  have  told  you  in  the  pre-  whom  he  had  seen  so  affected  was  frt»m  a 

sent  lecture,  that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  few  months  to  two  or  three  years ;    they 

act  sometimes  upon  a  coigectural  diagnons,  were  generally  small  of  their  age,  and  Ol 

as  if  you  knew  the  disease  was  present,  or  delicate  health,   or  had   been   exposed  to 

at  hand,  although,  in  truth,  you  only  stu-  debilitating  causes.     Dr.  M.  Hall  has  found 

peeied  it  to  be  so.     But  there  is  a  form  of  this  condition  to  succeed  the  diarrhoea  often 

disorder  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  and  treated  produced  by  weaning ;  or  the  ill-timed  admi- 

for  acute  hydrocephalus,  and    one  which  nistration  of  purgative  medidue ;  or  the  ap- 

may  be  rendered  fotal,  if  the  remedies  of  plication  of  leeches  for  some  previous  oom- 

acute  hydrocephalus  be  applied  to  it.     Ence-  plaint.    The  physidbn  finds  the  child  lying  on 

phalitis,   whether  it  occur  in  the  child  or  its  nurse's  lap,  unable  or  nnwiUing  to  raise  its 

in  the  adult,  has  its  spurious  double.    As  in  head ;  half  asleep ;  one  moment  opening  its 

morals,  every  virtue  has  its  corresponding  eyes,  and  the  next  dosing  them  again,  with 

vice,  which  apes  its  actions  and  assumes  its  a  remarkable  expression  of  languor.     The 

garb,   so  is   it    also  with  many  opposite  tongueisslightly  white,  the  skin  is  not  hot,  at 

bodily  disorders ;  and  it  is  of  great  moment  times  the  nurse  remarks  that  it  is  colder  than 

that  we  should  be  capable  of  discerning  the  natural ;  in  some  instances  there  is  at  times 

essential  difference  of  character  that  lurks  a  slight  and  transient  flush.      In  all  the 

beneath  external  similarity  of  feature.     It  cases  that  Dr.  Gooch  saw,  the  bowels  had 

is  a  most  curious,  but  unquestionable  fact,  been  already  disturbed  by  pui^tives ;  the 

that  antemia  of  the  brain,  a  diminution  of  symptoms  had  invariably  been  attributed 

its  natural  supply  of  red  blood,  will  produce  to  congestion  of  the  brain ;  and  the  remedies 

symptoms    very    much    resembling    those  employed  had  been  leeches  and  cold  lotions 

which  result  from  the  diametrically  opposite  to    the    head,    and    purgatives— especially 

condition.      If  you  pay  no  regard  to   the  calomel.      Under  this  treatment  they  had 

state  of  the  general  drculation,  as  indicated  gradually  got  worse,   the  languor  had  in- 

by  the  temperature  and  by  the  pulse,  you  will  creased,  the  pulse  become  quicker  and  weaker, 

find  the  actual  symptoms  of  syncope,  and  and  at  the  end  of  a  certain  number  of  days 
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the  little  patients  had  died :  in  two  inBtuoM  to  restrain  diarriuea  if  it  exiflts;  gire  tiie 
he  had  known,  dnring  the  last  few  honra,  cUId  plain  nonriaUng  diet — tiiere  is  none  lo 
coma  to  come  on,  stertorous  breatlung,  and  good  for  it  aa  ttiat  fomidied  from  «  mother's 
dilated  and  motionless  pupils.  Dr.  M.  breast ;  keep  its  rrtmnififn  wtrm  with.  flan- 
Hall  describes  a  precisely  similar  set  of  nel ;  and  if  the  season  permit,  Istsk^aaatt 
symptoms.  of  mild  fresh  air  blow  freely  over  it. 

I  will  take  one  of  Dr.  Gooch's  cases  in        When  the  symptoms  are  more  ambigooos, 

illustration,  and  give  it  you  in  his  own  you  will  deriye  great  assistance  in  judging  of 

words.     "  I  was  going  out  of  town  (he  says)  the  true  nature  of  tlie  case,  by  tracing  the 

one  afternoon,  when  a  gentleman  drove  up  manner  in  which  it  came  on,  and  the  causes 

to  my  door  in  a  coach,  and  entreated  me  to  to  which  it  seems  to  be  attributable :  and  in 

go  and  see  his  child,  which  he  said  had  some-  very  young  children — ^in  respect  to  whom 

thing  the  matter  with  its  head,  and  that  the  the  question  is  most  likely  to  arise— you  may 

medical  attendant  of  the  family  was  in  the  often  determine  between  congestion  or  ex-> 

house,  and  just  going  to  apply  leeches*    I  haustion,  between  fulness  or  emptiness,  by 

went  with  him  immediately,  and  when  I  en-  a  very  simple  and  easy  test,  which  is  not 

tered  the  nursery  I  found  a  child  ten  months  adverted  to,  as  far  as  I  remember,  by  any  of 

old,  lying  in  its  nurse's  lap,  exactly  in  the  the  three  writers  whom  I  have  mentioned, 

state  which  I  have  already  described;  the  I  mean,  by  taking  notice  of  the  state  of  the 

same  unwillingness  to  hold  its  head  up,  the  undosed  fontanelle.     If  the  symptoms  pro<* 

same  drowsiness,  languor,  absence  of  heat  ceed  from  plethora,  or  inflammation,  or  an 

and  all  symptoms  of  fever.    The  child  was  approach  to  inflammation,  you  will  And  the 

not  small  of  its  age,  and  had  not  been  weak;  surface  of  the  fontanelle  convex  and  promi- 

but  it  had  been  weaned  about  two  months,  nent,  and  you  may  safely  employ,  and  ex- 

since  which    it   had    never    thriven.     The  pect  benefit  from,  depletion.     If,  on  the 

leeches  had  not  been  put  on.     I  took  the  other  hand,  the  symptoms  originate  in  emp- 

medical  gentleman  into  another  room,  related  tiness  and  want  of  support,  tiiie  snifiice  of 

the  foregoing  case  (i.  e.  a  casein  which  a  the  fontanelle  will  be  concave  and  depressed; 

child  had  been  leeched  out  of  its  life),  and  and  in  that  case  leeches,  or  other  evacuants, 

several  similar  to  it,  which  had  been  treated  will  do  harm,  and  you  must  take  to  a  better 

in  the  same  way,  and  had  died  in  the  same  diet,  ammonia,  and  so  forth.     It  may  be  as 

way.     Then  I  related  to  him  a  similar  case  well  to  remark,  that  in  the  undosed  state  of 

which  I  had  seen  in  the  neighbouring  square,  the   fontanelle,  the  observations  formerly 

which  had  been  treated  with  ammonia  and  made  respecting  the  peculiarity  of  the  cir- 

decoction  of  bark,  and  good  diet,  and  which  culation  in  the  brain,  do  not  apply, 
had  recovered ;   not  slowly,  so  as  to  n&ake  it 

doubtful  whether  the  treatment  was  the  cause  Chronic  hydrocephaitu.  —  All  that  has 
of  the  recovery,  but  so  speedily  that  at  the  hitherto  been  said  has  relation  to  acute  hy- 
third  visit  I  took  my  leave.  He  consented  drocephalus,  which  is  an  inflammaiion,  I 
to  postpone  the  leeches,  and  to  pursue  the  have  next  to  speak  of  chronic  hydrooepha* 
plan  which  I  recommended.  We  directed  lus,  ^^ch  is  a  dropey.  From  some  cause, 
the  gruel  diet  to  be  left  off,  and  no  other  to  not  wdl  understood,  a  watery  fluid  collects 
be  given  than  ass's  milk,  of  which  the  child  within  the  skull,  most  commooly  in  the  ven- 
was  to  take  at  least  a  pint  and  a  half,  and  at  tricles  of  the  brain ;  and  this  occurring  at 
most  a  quart,  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  Its  the  earlier  periods  of  life,  before  the  whole 
medicine  was  ten  minims  of  the  aromatic  of  the  brain  case  has  become  solid,  the  con- 
spirit  of  ammonia  in  a  small  draught  every  taining  parts  yidd  to  the  increasing  pressure, 
four  hours.  When  we  met  the  next  day  the  and  the  size  of  the  head  is  augmented  in 
appearance  of  the  child  proved  that  our  mea-  various  degrees ;  at  the  same  time  the  cere* 
sures  had  been  right ;  the  nurse  was  walking  bral  functions  are  more  or  less  deranged, 
aboat  the  nursery  with  it  upright  in  her  This  dropsy  of  the  cranial  cavity  often  corn- 
arms.  It  looked  happy  and  laughing.  The  mences  bdore  the  period  of  intra-uterine 
same  plan  was  continued  another  day ;  the  life  is  completed,  and  the  head  of  the  foetus 
next  day  it  was  so  well  that  I  took  my  leave,  becomes  so  lai^e,  that  it  cannot  pass  witti 
merely  directing  the  ammonia  to  be  given  at  safety  into  the  world.  Accordingly,  many 
longer  intervals,  and  thus  gradually  with-  of  these  infants  perish  at  the  moment  when 
drawn ;  the  ass's  milk  to  be  continued,  which  their  separate  existence  commences  : — not- 
kept  the  bowels  sufficiently  open  without  centes  moriuntur.  The  pressure  of  the 
aperient  medicine."  This  case  contains  both  maternal  pelvis  is  fatal  to  them ;  or  the  dis- 
a  picture  of  the  morbid  state,  and  a  summary  eased  head  bursts ;  or  is  crushed  by  the  ac- 
account  of  the  treatment  it  requires.  Instead  coucheur,  to  preserve  the  life  of  the  mother, 
of  the  sal  volatile,  you  may  occasionally  sub-  The  skull  is  emptied  of  its  contents,  and  the 
stitute  with  advantage  from  five  to  ten  drops  shell,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  collapsing,  passes 
of  brandy  mixed  with  arrowroot.     You  are  through  the  natural  outlets. 
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In  many  cases,  however,  the  dropsical  Anaiomical   characters. — When,    alter 

skull  is  expelled  entire  and  unhurt,  and  the  death,   we  explore  the  physical  causes  of 

infimt  liTes  for  a  shorter  or  longer  period,  these  singular  deviations  from  the  natural 

Sometimes  the  fluid  does  not  hegm  to  accu-  figure  and  bulk  of  the  cranium,  we  find  that 

mulate  till  after  birth :  in  a  few  days,  how-  they  proceed  from  the  pressure  of  accumu- 

ever,  or  after  some  weeks,  or  some  months  lated  water :  the  complaint  ia  manifestly  a 

even,  the  head  is  percei?ed  to  enlarge  with  a  dropsy.     But  the  situation  of  the  water,  and 

rapidity  quite  disproportioned  to  the  growth  the  condition  of  the  brain  itself,  are  subject 

of  the  other  parts  of  the  body ;  and  enlarg-  to  some  curious  varieties, 

ing,  it  becomes  misshapen  also.    The  inter-  In  a  certain  number  of  cases  the  brain  Lb 

vention  of  the  membranous  partitions  called  incompletely  formed ;  deficient  in  some  of 

fontanelles  and  open  sutures,  between  the  its  parts,  or  even  altogether  wanting.   That 

ununited  bones,  allows  the  centrifugal  pres-  portion  of  the  cranial  cavity  which  should 

sure  of  the  gradually  accumulating  water  to  contain  the  nervous  pulp  is  filled  up  by  a 

modify  the  shiqM  of  the  head.    These  mem-  thin  pellucid  fluid.     From  some  unknown 

branons  interspaces  are  unnaturally  wide,  cause*  operating  during  the  period  of  intra- 

and  more  numerous  than  in  healthy  children,  uterine  life,  the  progressive  formation  of  the 

Nevertheless  the  process  of  ossification  goes  brain  has  been  arrested.     Marks  of  imper- 

on,  but  the  bones  are  extremely  thin.     We  feet  development  are  often  visible  in  other 

see  little  islands  of  bone  in  seas  (as  it  were)  parts  of  the  same  in&nts ;  they  have  a  hare- 

of  membrane.     By  degrees,  if  the  child  sur-  Up*  a  bifid  spine,  or  a  fissured  pahite.     It  is 

vivos,  the  proportion  of  membrane  to  bone  in  cases  of  this  kind  generally  that  the  skull, 

becomes  less  and  less,  and  at  length   the  unnaturally  small  perhi4>s,   is  pinched  up 

whole    brain    case    is    hard,    and    firmly  into  a  conical  peak,   and  has  considerable 

closed  up,  its  surface  exhibiting  an  unusuid  thickness.      They  are    obviously  hopeless 

number  of  joinings ;   there  are  many  osm  cases.     To  the  physiologist  they  are  sub- 

triquetra,  jects  of  much  interest;    for  the  practioftl 

Shape  of  the  head, — In   the  meantime  physician  they  have  none, 

the  direction  and  relations  of  the  loose  and  But  in  the  majority  of  instances,  when 

yielding  bones  are  altered.    The  os  frontis  the  infants  survive  their  birth,  the  liquid  is 

is  tilted  forwards,  so  that  the  forehead,  in-  contained  in  the  central  cavities  or  ventri- 

stead  of  slanting  a  little  back,  rises  perpen-  des  of  the  brain,  which  are  expanded  into 

dicuiarly,  or  even  juts  out  at  its  upper  part,  one.     The  convolutions  are  unfolded,  and 

and  overhangs  the  brow.    The  parietal  bones  the  cerebral  matter  b  spread  out  into  a  hol- 

bulge  above  towards  the  sides ;  the  occiput  low  sphere  }  the  irregularities  of  the  surface 

is  pushed  back ;  and  the  head  becomes  long,  have  disappeared ;  the  whole  of  the  brain  is 

broad,  and  deep,  but  flattened  on  the  top.  smoothly  extended  in  a  thin  layer,  imme- 

This,  at  least,  is  the  most  ordinary  result,  diately  beneath  the  bones  and  the  mem- 

In  some  instances,  however,  the  skull  rises  branes  that  connect  them,  and  surrounds 

up  in  a  conical  form,  like  a  sugar  loaf.   Not  the  inclosed  liquid  like  a  bag.      Less  ifre- 

unfrequently  the  whole  head  is  irregularly  quently  a  different  state  of  matters  is  seen, 

deformed,  the  two  sides  being  unsymmetri-  The  liquid,  instead  of  being  included  within 

cal.     Some  of  these  rarer  varieties  of  form  the  cerebral  substance,  lies  in  contact  with 

are  fixed  and  connate ;  others  are  owing,  the  dura  mater ;  while  the  brain,  perfect  in 

probably,  to  the  kind  of  external  pressure  all  its  essential  parts,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 

to  which  the  head  has  been  subjected.  cavity.    The  difierenoe,  however,  is  more 

While  the  skull  may  be  rapidly  enlarging,  apparent  than  real :  the  two  conditions  are 

the  bones  of  the  face  grow  no  faster  than  substantially  the  same,  only  that,  in  the  one 

usual,  perhaps  not  even  so  fast;  and  the  case,  the  solid  parts  that  lie  around  the 

disproportion  that  results  gives  an  odd  and  ventricles    gradually   expand  as  the    fluid 

peculiar  physiognomy  to  the  unhappy  beings  slowly  collects,  much  as  an  air-balloon  di- 

who  are  the  subjects  of  this  calamity.    They  lates  in  proportion   as  gas  u  introduced 

have  not  the  usual  round  or  oval  face  of  within  it ;  while  in  the  other  case  the  seams, 

childhood.     The  forehead  is  broad,  and  the  or  commissures    (as  they  are  technically 

outline  of  the  features  tapers  towards  the  called),  that  unite  the  hemispheres  of  the 

chin.    The  visage  is  triangular.    This  great  brain,  give  way,  or  are  deficient,  so  that  the 

disproportion  of  sise  between  the  head  and  ventricles  and  the  general  sac  of  the  arach- 

the  face  is  diagnostic  of  the  disease,  and  noid  form  together  one  huge  cavity;  the 

would  serve  to  distinguish  the  skull  of  a  hemispheres    are   turned  aside,    or  fblded 

hydrocephalic  child  from  that  of  a  giant,  back ;   the  surfiues  that  naturally  have  a 

Heartless  parents  sometimes  make  a  wretch-  central  aspect  look  upwards,  and  seem  to 

ed  profit  of  the  deformity.     A  penny  show  constitute  the  summit  of   the    cerebrum, 

of  that  kind  existed  very  recently  in  the  This  was  the  state  of  the  parts  within  the 

immediate  vicinity  of  this  College.  immense  skull  from  which  the  largest  of  the 
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casts  before  you  was  taken.     It  belonged  to  oonyeniently  do.    When  a  candle  was  held 

a  man  named  Cardinal,  who  died  in  Guy's  behind  his  head,  or  when  his  head  happened 

Hospital,  in  1825,  and  of  whom  Dr.  Bright  to  be  between  a  spectator  and  the  sun,  the 

has  giTen  a  very  interesting  account.  cranium  appeared    semi-transparent ;    and 

Symptoms,  —  Now  some  of  the  conse-  this  was  more  or  leas  the  case  till  he  was 

quences  of  this  distension  of  the  bndn  and  14  yean  <^.     About  the  age  of  23,  epileptio 

skull  with  watery  fluid  are  simply  mechani-  fits  began  to  occur ;   and  after  that,  his 

cal.     The  child  is  top-heavy.      His  large  health,  which  preyiously  had  been  very  good, 

unwiekUy  head  is  too  much  for  the  muscles  of  failed  somewhat.    Hie  ossification  of  the 

his  head  to  sustain  without  fatigue  ;  ore?en,  skull  was  not  complete  till  two  years  before 

when  they  are  unassisted,  to  sustain  at  all.  his  death,  the  anterior  fontanelle  being  the 

He  ^alks  gently  and  carefully,  like  a  person  last  part  that  closed.     It  has  been  mentioned 

balancing  a  heavy  load  upon  his  head  ;  or  he  that  he  was  near-sighted ;  bat  he  was  very 

holds  and  partly  carries  his  head  with  his  quick  of  hearing,  hu  taste  was  perfect,  and 

hands,  as  a  milkmaid  steadies  and  supports  his  digestion  good.     Dr.  Bright  states  that 

a  pail ;  or  he  reclines  the  weight  of  his  bur-  his  mental  faculties  were  very  fiiir,  and  his 

den  upon  the  chair,  or  table,  as  he  sits.  memory  tolerable ;  but  it  was  not  retentive 

But  far  more  important  etfects  of  the  dis-  of  dates.     It  was  said  that  he  was  never 

ease  are  those  which  relate  to  the  three  known  to  dream.     There  was  something 

great  functions  of  the  brain.    The  child  is  childish  and  irritable  in  his  manner,  and  he 

soon  found  to  be  deaf,  or  blind ;  or  palsied  was  easily  provoked.     He  died,  at  last,  of 

in  one  or  more  of  its  limbs ;  or  idiotic ;  or  fever  and  diarrhoea.    There  were  seven  or 

all  these.    In  other  words,  the  special  senses,  eight  pints  of  fluid  within  the  cranium,  in 

the  power  of  voluntary  motion,   and  the  contact  with  the  dura  mater.     On  the  base, 

mentah  faculties,  are  apt  to  be  defective  or  or  floor,  of  the  skull  lay  the  brain,  with  its 

perverted.     Instances,  however,  do  occur,  hemispheres  opened  outwards,  like  the  leaves 

in  which  these  functions  are,  for  some  time,  of  a  book. 

but  little  deranged.  The  greater  number  of  How  comes  it  that  the  cerebral  functions 
those  who  are  afflicted  with  dropsy  of  the  are  thus  sometimes  fulfilled,  or  go  on  so 
brain  either  recover  or  die  during  their  well,  when  the  machinery  through  which  the 
infancy.  Still,  a  few  survive,  bearing  their  mental  powers  are  manifested — the  instru- 
complaint  to  the  adult  period,  and  even  to  ment  whereon  and  whereby  the  immaterial 
old  age ;  and  in  some  of  these  individuals  principle  mysteriously  operates — ^is  so  pal- 
who,  with  excessively  large  heads,  have  yet  pably  and  greatly  deranged  ?  How  comes 
numbered  many  years  of  existence,  the  in-  it  that  life,  and  especially  the  life  of  the 
tellect  and  the  senses,  if  not  entire  and  mind,  subsists  at  all  ?  These  questions  open 
perfect,  have  been  sufficiently  effective  to  very  interesting  considerations.  It  would 
answer  the  common  wants  and  purposes  of  appear,  from  such  cases  as  I  h^ve  been 
social  life  :  the  moral  emotions  strong,  the  referring  to,  that  the  curious  arrangement 
feelings  lively  and  correct,  the  memory  and  collocation  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
tolerably  retentive,  the  reasoning  powers  brain  is  rather  a  matter  of  convenient  pack- 
respectable.  Dr.  David  Monro  relates  the  age  than  of  necessary  relation.  The  pulp 
case  of  a  hydrocephalic  g^l,  six  years  old,  which  furnishes  the  medium  of  sense,  and 
whose  head  measured  two  feet  four  inches  thought,  and  volition,  is  there,  but  it  is 
in  circumference.  She  is  described  by  him  disposed  in  an  unusual  shape.  In  nether 
as  being  *'  as  lively  and  sensible  as  most  of  of  the  two  varieties  of  the  nudady  that  have 
her  age,'*  and  as  "having  a  strong  memory."  been  described  as  being  compatible  with 
Dr.  Bright's  patient.  Cardinal,  was  nearly  prolonged  existence,  is  there  any  necessary 
thirty  years  of  age  when  he  died.  He  was  diminution  of  the  cerebral  mass.  The  bndn 
bom  in  1795.  At  the  time  of  his  birth,  his  itself,  which  forms  a  bag  in  the  one  case, 
head  was  only  a  little  larger  than  natural ;  and  is  split  in  halves  in  &e  other,  has  been 
but  it  had  a  pulpy  feel,  as  if  it  were  almost  found  to  weigh  quite  as  much  as  a  healthy 
destitute  of  bony  matter.  A  fortnight  after-  brain  at  the  same  period  of  life.  There  hM 
wards,  it  began  to  increase  rapidly;  and  been  no  loss,  therefore,  of  substance;  the 
when  he  was  five  years  old,  it  was  but  little  pressure  has  been  gradual,  and  it  has  not 
less,  according  to  his  mother's  account,  than  been  made  to  act  ii^uriously  by  counter- 
when  he  died.  He  could  not  walk  alone  pressure;  no  countervailing  resistanoe  has 
till  he  was  nearly  six,  and  then  only  on  level  been  afforded  by  the  rigidity  of  the  brain 
ground ;  if  he  attempted  to  run,  or  to  stoop,  case :  and  thus  the  unoppcMsed  distending 
he  fell  down.  He  was  sent  to  school  when  force  neither  causes  absorption  of  the  cere- 
he  was  about  six,  and  soon  learned  to  read  bral  pulp  on  the  one  hand,  nor,  on  the  other, 
well  and  to  write  tolerably ;  but  writing  he  induces  coma,  or  convulnons,  or  idiotcy,  by 
soon  gave  up,  because,  as  he  was  near-sighted,  its  compression, 
it  obliged  him  to  stoop,  which  he  could  not  Most  commonly,  however,  the   mental 
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and  voluntary  fiinctionB  are  maimed  or  per-  engaged  In  the  Court  of    Chancery ;    by 

▼erted ;  and  these  serioua  calamities  make  degrees  he  became  dull,  stupid,  forgetful, 

parents  look  at  a  large  head  in  a  young  and,  at  length,  insensible.    In  this  condition 

child  with  anxious  solicitude.     But  you  are  he  died.     A  large  quantity  of  serous  liquid 

aware,  after  what  I  stated  on  this  subject  in  was  found  distending  the  ventricles  of  his 

the  last  lecture,  that  the  head  may  be  ex-  brain.  No  other  alteration  could  be  detected, 

travagantly  large  without  dropsy   of   the  Dr.  Baillie  describes  a  case  of  <^ironic 

brain  and  without  disease.  hydrocephalus  that  occurred  in  a  man  fifty 

We  have  just  seen,  that  while  the  brain  years  old.  Six  ounces  of  fluid  were  oon- 
itself  is  gradually  unfolded,  or  its  hemispheres  tained  in  the  lateral  ventricles.  He  had 
are  parted  and  turned  aside  by  the  liquid  been  paralytic  on  die  right  side  of  the  body ; 
accumulating  within  the  cranium,  the  func-  and  for  eleven  months  before  his  death  had 
tions  of  the  organ  may  suffer  but  little,  so  lost  the  recollection  of  his  own  language, 
long  as  the  yielding  brain-case  permits  the  with  the  exception  of  four  or  five  words ; 
expansion  or  separation  of  the  nervous  sub-  which  he  employed,  with  different  intona- 
stance,  without  inordinate  pressure.  But  tions,  to  express  his  various  wants. 
as  soon  as  undue  pressure  begins  to  be  ex-  The  celebrated  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's 
ercised,  then  morbid  symptoms  arise,  or  afforded  another  instance  of  the  same  dis- 
the  defects  that  have  previously  shewn  ease,  attended  with  a  similar  interruption  of 
themselves  are  aggravated.  Hence  that  the  power  of  discoursing.  The  case,  as 
period  of  life  becomes  a  perilous  period,  at  related  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Life  qf  Dr, 
which  the  skuU,  by  the  closure  of  its  fonta-  Stcift,  is  curious,  and  contains  an  early 
nelles  and  sutures,  loses  ite  capability  of  suggestion  of  a  piece  of  practice  which  in 
fardier  expansion.  In  some  rare  cases  the  our  own  day  has  met  with  more  favour, 
closed  sutures  reopen  under  the  augmenting  ^  A  few  days  afterwards  he  sunk  into  a 
pressure,  and  a  respite  is  thus  obtained,  state  of  total  insensibility,  slept  much,  and 
Dr.  Baillie  has  recorded  an  instance  in  which  could  not  without  great  difficulty  be  pre- 
this  happened  in  a  boy  seven  years  old.  A  vailed  on  to  walk  across  the  room.  This 
similar  case  is  mentioned  in  Dr.  Yeats'  work  was  the  effect  of  another  bodily  disease,  his 
on  hydrocephalus.  The  patient  was  a  boy  brain  being  loaded  with  water.  Mr.  Stevens, 
nine  years  of  age.  The  sutures  of  his  skuU  an  ingenious  clergyman  of  his  chapter,  pro- 
separated  again  after  having  been  united ;  nounoed  this  to  be  the  case  during  his  illness, 
and  it  was  remarked  that  the  teeth  in  the  and  upon  opening  his  head  it  appeared  that 
jagged  edges,  whereby  the  bones  interlock  he  was  not  mistaken ;  but  though  he  often 
with  each  other,  were  much  fewer  than  is  entreated  the  Dean's  friends  and  physicians 
common.  If  this  be  always  so  when  the  that  his  skull  might  be  trepanned,  and  the 
sutures  give  way,  it  will  serve  to  facilitate  water  discharged,  no  r^ard  was  paid  to  his 
our  understanding  how  such  a  phenomenon  opinion  or  advice." 

can  take  place.    The  skuU  may,  however,  He    remained    from    October  1742,   to 

go  on  expanding,  although  the  sutures  are  October  1745,  in  a  stete  of  silence,  with  few 

permanently  closed ;   there  still  being  left  and  slight  exceptions ;  and  died  in  the  78th 

intervals  between  the  several  points  of  ossi-  year  of  his  age. 

fication,  which  intervals   are    covered    by  Golis  also  mentions  three  instances  in 

membrane  only.    The  beautiful  preparation  which  this  disease  began  in  advanced  life : 

on  the  table,  shewing  this  remarkable  state  two  of  the  patiente  were  above  seventy  years 

of  the  cranium,  I  have  borrowed  for  your  old ;    the  third,  who  was  a  physician  at 

inspection  from  Dr.  Sweatman's  museum.  Vienna,  likewise  died  in  the  decline  of  life. 

Indeed,  although  I  have  spoken  of  this  having  suffered  under  the  disorder  for  ten 

complaint  as  being  especially  a  disease  of  years. 

childhood,  it   does  occasionidly  commence  Now,  what  can  we  do  in  these  wretdied 

long  after  the  skull  has  become  a  complete  cases  ?     Seldom  much  good,  I  am  afiraid« 

case  of  bone.     Enlargement  of  the  head,  in  Yet  something  we  must  try,  for  parents 

these  cases,  is  impossible ;  but  this  drcum-  will  flatter  themselves  with  hopes  of  a  cure  ; 

stance,  and  the  symptoms  it  is  apt  mechani-  and  to  say  the  truth,  there  have  been,  under 

cally  to  produce,  form  the  only  differences  judicious  management,  a  sufficient  number 

between  the  disorder  as  it  affects  the  child  of  recoveries  to  forbid  our  despairing  in  any 

and  the  adult.     In  both  cases  disturbance  case,  and  to  make  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 

of   the  cerebral   functions   arises,  and  at  employ  carefully  all  those  measures  which 

length  convulsions  and  coma  close  the  scene,  have  occasionally  brought  the  disease  to  a 

In  both  a  dropsical  stete  of  the  ventriclea  favourable  termination.     Golis  even  affirms, 

of  the  brain  constitutes,  often,   the  only  that  of  the  cases  which  began  after  birth, 

morbid  change  presented  after  death.     A  and  which  he  saw  and  treated  early,  he  was 

young    and    distinguished   lawyer    of   my  fortunate  enough  to  save  the  majority, 

acquaintance    had  one  or  two  attacks  of  ^_^ 
rather  sudden  loss  of  consciousness,  while 
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L ECTU RE  S  within  its  rieach,  w<e  can  scarcely  regard  the 

Q^  ^^2  prehension  of  it  as  an  act  of  any  higher 

character  than  that  of  the  infant  when  it 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  applies  its  Ups  to  the  nipple  of  the  mother ; 

SYSTEM.  and  this  action  is  known  (by  observation  of 

RvW  R   Parprnter  MD  acephalous  monsters,  and  by  experiments  on 

ts\  w.  u.  UABPENTER,  M.u.  puppies,  8cc,)  not  to  be  dependent  on  the 

Lecturer  on  Phywolcgym  the  Bristol  Medical  presence  of  a  brain,  and  may,  therefore,  be 

'  regarded  as  not  necessarily  involving  either 

sensation  or  volition,  although,  in  the  perfect 

Lbctube  III.  state  of  the  being,  it  is  accompanied  by  the 

Upon   reviewing  all  the  anatomical  facts  former.     But,  when  the  animal  haa  to  ezer- 

stated  in  the  preceding  lecture,  it  will  be  else  its  organs  of  special  sensation,  and  tu 

perceived  that  ganglionic  masses,  characte-  put  its  general  locomotive  apparatus  into 

rised  by  nuclei  of  grey  matter,  or  of  some-  activity  for. the  purpose  of  seeking  its  ali- 

thing  equivalent  to  it,  seem  to  be  placed  ment,  its  operations  must  be  regarded  as  of 

wherever  it  is   desirable  that  impressions  a  higher  order.    Still,  many  of  these  may  be 

made  upon  the  afferent  nerves  should  excite  considered  instinctive  ;   that  is  to  say,  not 

motions ;    and  that,  as  we  rise  in  the  scale,  involving   any    reasoning  powers,   or    any 

the  number  of  centres  possessing  a  diversity  notion  of  purpoMf  on  the  part  of  the  animal 

of  functions  increases.     We  have  seen  that  itself,  but  more  analogous  to  those  involun- 

sometimes  these  centres  are,  for  the  sake  of  tary  actions  which  rrault  from  the  excite- 

convenient  disposition,  united  into  one  mass ;  ment  of  tiie  emotions  in  man.     We  may 

whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  organs  take  a  well-known  case  in  illustration — the 

are  multiplied,  they  also  are  repeated  to  a  ejectment  of  the  contents  of  the  ink-bag 

like  extent,  especially  when  it  is  desirable  which  takes  place  when  the  cuttle-fish  is 

that  they  should  be  able  to  act  independently  pursued.      This  has  been  represented  by 

of  one  another,  as  in  the  case  of  the  suckers  some  as  of  a  voluntary  character,  and  as 

of  the  cuttle-fish.     It  may  further  be  re-  indicating  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  animal 

marked,   that,    wherever    the  presence  of  to  conceal  itself  iix>m  its  pursuers.  But  such 

special  sensory  oigans,  confined  to  one  part  a  supposition  involves  an  amount  of  reason- 

ofthe  body,  gives  to  that  part  a  predominance  ing  power  on  the  part  of  the  animal  which 

over  the  rest  (the  entrance  to  tlie  alimentary  we  can  scarcely  attribute  to  it ;    and,  if  the 

canal  being  always  in  this  neighbourhood),  action  were  not  performed  to  as  much  ad- 

we  find  the  ganglia  with  which  they  are  con-  vantage  the  Jirtt  time  as  it  might  be  on  a 

nected  possessing  a  special  relation  with  all  subsequent  occasion,  it  would  obviously  be 

the  rest,  which  these  do  not  possess  with  of  little  use.     It  may  rather  be  likened  to 

each  other.    It  is  obvious  that,  where  visual  the  expulaion  of  the  contents  of  the  rectum 

organs  are  developed,  the  impressions  made  and  bladder  under  the  emotion  of  fear,  which 

upon  these  will  determine  the  movements  of  many  of  the  human  species  (in  their  school- 

the  animal,  more  than  those  of  any  other  boy  days  especially)  know  by  experience  to 

kind ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  chiefly  owing  result  from  an  impulse  uncontrollable  by 

to  the  information  they  communicate,  that  the  will.      This  view  of  its  character  is 

the  cephalic  ganglion  has  such  an  evident  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  secretion 

presiding  influence  over  the  rest,  even  when  of  ink  is  really  analogous  to  that  of  urine. 

smaller  than  any  of  them.    This  is',  how-  We  shall  now  inquire  how  far  these  doc- 

ever,  more  the  case  in  animals  whose  move-  trines  are  applicable  to  the  Articulaia.    The 

roents  are  rapid,  and  in  which,  therefore,  animals  composing  this  group  all  present,  in 

the  perception  of  distant  objects  is  more  a  more  or  less  evident  d^ree,  a  division  into 

important — as  in  the  insect  tribes.     Except  segments,  which  have  an  obvious  tendency 

in  the  Cephalopoda,  the  subservience  of  the  to  resemble  one  another,  as  in  the  Radiata. 

nervous  system  to  the  nutritive  functions-  of  In  the  higher  classes,  however,  this  segoien- 

the  Molluscs  is  so  great,   that    it  might  tation  is  obscured  by  the  modifications  which 

almost  be  regarded  as  an  appendage  to  the  cause  the  different  segments  to  assume  dis- 

digestive  organs,  destined  for  the  selection  similar  forms  and  possess  distinct  functions; 

and  prehension  of  aliment.      But  in  the  whilst,  in  the  lowest  tribes,  the  soft  textoie 

more  active  members  of  that  class,  it  derives  of  the  integument,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of 

a  more  elevated  character,  from  the  develop-  the  body,   prevents  its  manifestation.     In 

ment  of  organs  of  special  sensation  and  of  the  intermediate  groups,  however,  as  in  the 

active  locomotion.  Myriapoda^  it  is  very  apparent ;  and  here 

A  close  relation  may  be  traced  between  we  find  a  nearly  perfect  equality  among  all 

the  predominance  of  the  cephalic  ganglion,  the  segments,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 

and  the  evidence  of  the  operations  of  sensa-  which  forms  the  head.    In  such,  the  nervous 

tion  and  volition,  as  manifested  in  the  move-  system  is   merely   a  repetition  of  similar 

ments  of  the  animal.     So  long  as  food  is  parts,   disposed,  not  in  a  circle  as  in  the 
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Radiate,  but  in  a  continuous  line.  The  ^batdf  but  pao^  orer  than  (n 
most  anterior  of  the  ganglia,  however,  has  an  ohaerred  by  Mr.  Newport,)  like  tte  analo- 
erident  predominating  influence  over  the  gous  trunk  in  the  arms  nf  tine  cuttle-fish, 
rest,  for  the  reason  formerly  specified ;  and  After  nhat  has  been  said  of  the  offices 
Ihis  iaflnenoe  will  be  found,  by  oompanaon  which  tbe  ganglia  perform  in  the  MoUnsca, 
aa  other  OaamjB,  to  dimminh  widi  flie  loss,  and  of  the  reUtion  which  they  bear  to  the 
and  to  increase  with  the  development  of  the  cephalic  mass,  we  shall  have  little  difficulty 
faculties  of  special  sensation  which  have  in  understanding  the  character  of  the  nervous 
their  seat  there.  The  locomotive  powers  are  apparatus  in  the  Articulate,  if  our  minds  be 
just  as  predominant  in  the  Articulated  series  unoccupied  by  any  preconceived  notion. 
Ki  are  the  nutritive  functions  among  the  When  we  examine  into  the  actions  of  the 
Mollusca.  Accordingly,  we  find  the  deve-  ventral  cord,  we  perceive  that  tiiose  of  allite 
lopment  of  the  nervous  system  to  bear  a  ganglia  are  similar  to  each  other ;  being  re- 
special  reference  to  them ;  and  the  sensori-  lated  only  to  the  movemente  of  their  respec- 
motor  divisions  of  it  can  be  more  disUnctly  tive  s^mente,  and  of  the  members  which 
separated  from  the  portion  which  ministers  belong  to  them.  In  fact,  these  ganglia  may 
to  the  organic  functions.  be  regarded  as  so  many  repetitions  of  the 
Passing  over  the  inferior  groups,  as  afford-  pedal  or  locomotive  ganglion  of  the  Mol- 
ing no  date  of  importance  for  physiological  lusca.  It  is  easily  proved  &at  the  movemente 
conclusions,  we  shall  examine  the  nervous  of  each  pair  of  feet  may  be  produced  by  that 
system  as  it  exists  isiihe Myriapoda.  Here  ganglion  alone  with  whidi  it  is  connected; 
we  observe  a  chain  of  ganglia  running  from  since  a  single  segment,  ^isolated  from  the 
one  extremity  of  the  body  to  the  other,  along  rest,  will  continue  to  perform  these  move- 
the  ventral  surface,  and  in  the  median  line,  mente  for  some  time,  under,  favourable  cir- 
These  ganglia  are  connected  by  trunks,  cumstances.  If  an  earthworm  be  cut  in  two, 
^hicfa,  on  close  examination,  are  seen  to  whilst  crawling,  each  portion  will  continue 
consist  of  two  cords  closely  united.  (In  to  advance,  though  the  anterior  one  only  will 
some  of  the  Isopod  Crustacea,  in  which  the  permanently  preserve  ite  vitality.  If  acenti- 
type  of  the  nervous  system  is  precisely  the  pede  be  divided  into  several  portions  under 
same,  not  only  the  longitudinal  cords,  but  the  same  circumstances,  each  will  execute 
the  ganglia  upon  them,  are  double  through  motions  of  progression  for  some  tisne.  But 
thdr  whole  length,  being  connected  by  a  it  is  evident  that  these  must  be  placed,  in  the 
transverse  cord  in  each  segment.)  The  living  animal,  under  some  general  control, 
cephalic  ganglion  is  bilobed ;  evidently  by  which  the  conaentaneousness  of  action 
consisting  of  two  masses,  which  are  united  that  is  essential  to  regular  locomotion  may 
on  the  median  line.  These  receive  the  nerves  be  produced.  This  is  easily  proved  by  ex- 
of  the  eyes  and  antennse  ;  but  they  are  still  periment.  If  in  a  Mantis,  for  example,  the 
of  small  size,  in  accordance  with  the  low  nervous  cord  be  divided  between  tiie  first 
development  of  the  sensory  organs.  The  and  second  thoracic  ganglia,  so  as  to  isolate 
ganglia  of  the  longitudinal  cord  are  nearly  the  ganglionic  centres  of  the  posterior  legs, 
equsd,  from  one  extremity  of  the  body  to  the  the  limbs  will  continue  to  move  energetically, 
odier.  Each  sends  off  nerves  to  ite  re-  but  not  with  a  combined  object,  and  no  pro- 
apective  segment ;  and  the  branches  proceed-  gression  will  take  place.  We  can  scareely 
ing  from  the  different  ganglia  have  little  account  for  the  exercise  of  this  general  con- 
communication  with  each  other.  The  trol,  otherwise  than  by  attributing  it  to  the 
highest  of  them,  situated  just  beneath  the  fibrous  tract,  which  connecte  each  of  the 
oesophagus,  is  connected  with  the  cephalic  nervous  trunks  immediately  with  the  cephalic 
masses  by  two  cords,  between  which  that  ganglia,  as  in  the  Mollusca ;  and  this  must, 
canal  passes,  encircled,  as  it  were,  in  a  ring,  therefore,  conduct  to  the  sensorium  (whose 
When  we  examine  one  of  the  ganglia  of  the  seat  is  probably  in  these)  the  impresnons 
ventral  cord,  and  the  nerves  whidh  seem  to  which  there  produce  sensations,  and  convey 
originate  from  it,  we  find  that  each  nerve  downwards  ^e  locomotive  impulse;  whilst 
has  three  series  of  roote ;  one  of  which  ter-  the  ganglion  of  each  segment,  with  the 
minates,  as  in  the  other  cases,  in  the  grey  fiUmente  proceeding  from  ite  nucleus,  will 
matter  of  the  ganglion  itself ;  another  inter-  form  the^circle  necessary  for  the  simply  reflex 
laoes  with  those  of  the  opposite  side ;  whilst  actions  of  ite  members, 
the  third  is  con/iniiotawith  Kfibnna  portion  The  independence  of  the  segmente,  as  far 
of  the  cord,  which  may  be  traced  un-  as  their  reflex  actions  are  concerned,  and 
interruptedly  to  the  cephalic  ganglia.  When  their  common  subordination  to  one  preaiding 
the  structure  of  the  cord  itself  is  analysed,  centre  of  the  will,  are  fully  explaineid  on  this 
it  is  seen  that  the  fibrous  tract  or  column  is  supposition.  It  is  also  quite  conformable 
throughout  distinct  from  that  which  conteins  to  the  analogy  both  of  the  Mollusca  and  of 
the  ganglionic  enlargemente ;  and  that  it  does  Vertebrate.  We  have  seen  that,  in  the 
not  contribute    towards  the  formation   of  former,  where  the  ganglia  are  more  iaolated 
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I  /'"■'       J**'''*  *"?  BitempU  to 
n^tf^ining  ita  position  whrn 


^j^  m^  ^  flu  closeness  of  Out  relstioD 

G'^'""7Maeno^<XBtnt  in  the  respective 
T*"  lliiw.  in  the  Scolopend™,  we  find 
tf'"'  [^  of  each  segment  distinct,  but 
li^  £*°f,  |,T  a  commissural  trunk.  Here 
«"'.'' p^on  made  equally  upon  the  affer- 
"t'ni^  of  all  the  gunglia,  will  produce  a 
^*— ntaneoua  action.  Thus,  if  the  reBpira. 
^Torifices  on  one  aids  of  a  decapitated 
gjolopendra  be  eiposed  to  en  irritating 
rapour,  the  bod;  will  be  immediately  Beied 
ja  the  opposite  direction ;  and  if  the  stig- 
piata  of  the  other  side  he  then  aimilarlji 
irritated,  a  contrary  movement  will  occur, 
Bat  diffeitnt  actions  may  be  eicitol  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  eord  hj  the  proper  dispo- 
gitioti  of  the  initstlDg  cause.  In  the  higher 
cUsaea,  howeier,  where  the  ganglia  of  the 
locomotive  organs  are  much  coacentrated, 
the  Bune  irritation  will  produce  consenta- 
Deous  motions  in  several  memhein,  similar 
to  those  which  the  nnmutilated  animal  per- 
forms. The  Manlit  retigioia,  for  example, 
ordinarily  places  itself  in  a  very  eurioua 
position,  especially  when  threatened  or  at- 
taclted,  resting  upon  its  two  posterior  pair 
of  legs,  and  elevating  its  tbonu  and  the  an- 
terior pair,  which  are  armed  with  powerful 
claws.  If  the  anterior  segment  of  the 
thorax,  with  its  attached  members,  be  re- 
moved, the  posterior  part  of  the  body  will 
still  remnin  balanced  apoa  the  four  legs 


,'^^"^„j,' the  detached  portion  of  th« 
^  1^^  viiii^h  contains  a  ganglion,  will, 
J-,  ff^^paraced  from  the  head,  set  in  motioa 
*  ^^og  anns,  and  impress  their  hooks  on 
(((  fipgen  which  hold  it.  These  facta  prove 
oaeiiuivocally  that  the  instinctive  movements 
of  these  parts,  which  are  performed  in  direct 
respondence  to  eitemal  impressions,  roijuire 
only  for  their  stimulation  the  ganglionic 
centre  with  which  the  nerves  that  excite  them 
are  immediately  connected.  Another  in- 
stance,  related  by  Burmeiiiter,  is  still  more 
satisfactor;  in  ref^rd  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  movements  are  eicited.  A  sitecimea 
of  the  Dj/tiscut  tulcatui,  from  which  the 
cephalic  ganglia  had  been  removed,  and 
which  remained  in  a  motionless  condidoa 
whilst  lying  with  its  abdomen  on  a  dry  hard 
surface,  executed  the  usual  swimming  mo- 
tions, when  cast  into  wa(«r,  with  great 
energy  and  rapidity,  striking  all  its  comrades 
to  one  side  by  its  violence,  and  pernsting  in 
this  for  half  en  hour. 

Without  describing  in  minute  detail  the 
forms  which  the  nervous  system  presents  in 
the  higher  classes  of  ArlJculats,  or  tracing 
that  interesting  series  of  changes  which,  it 
ondergoes  during  the  metamorphosis  of  in- 
Fio.  7. 
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lects,  a  few  particolan  may  be  stated  on 
these  subjects,  as  haying  an  immediate  bear- 
ing on  our  present  object.  The  nerroua 
system  tjit  the  Larva,  like  that  of  the  An- 
nelida, or  Myriapoda,  presents  an  obvious 
relation  with  the  means  and  extent  of  loco- 
motion possessed  by  the  animal.  Each  seg- 
ment (in  general  at  least)  possesses  a  pair  of 
legs;  and  with  each  is  associated  a  pedal 
ganglion.  None  of  the  movements  of  the 
animal  (in  those  tribes  which  undergo  a 
complete  metamorphosis,  to  which  this  de- 
scription more  particularly  applies,)  are  very 
energetic ;  simple  and  slow  progression  is  aU 
for  which  its  structure  is  adapted  ;  and  the 
uniformity  in  the  actions  of  its  l^;s  would 
render  it  easy  to  combine  them  at  the  will  of 
the  animal,  even  though  their  respective 
centres  remain  so  much  isolated  from  one 
another.  But,  in  the  perfect  insect,  the 
whole  locomotive  apparatus  is  concentrated 
in  the  thorax.  The  six  legs  (which  are  now 
all  that  remain),  and  the  single  or  double 
pairs  of  wings,  are  all  developed  from  its 
three  segments ;  and  a  much  greater  variety 
of  action  is  required,  as  weU  as  more  com- 
plete consentaneousness,  on  account  of  the 
increased  number  and  velocity  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  animal.    We  accordingly  find 

Fio.  8. 


among  some  of  the  Crustacea,  the  different 
forms  of  whose  nervous  system  are  exactly 
parallel  to  those  of  their  congeners  amon^c 
the  inhabitants  of  the  air  and  land.     The 
nerves  which  supply  the  wings  of  insects  aie 
found,  in  all  stages  of  the  development  of 
these  organs,  to  have  a  double  origin.     One 
root  arises  from   the  fibrous  tract  alone ; 
whilst  the  other  takes  its  origin  from  both 
tracts  at  the  point  of  enlargement.     When 
the  ganglionic  centres  which  supply  the  an- 
terior and  posterior  pairs  of  wings  remain 
distinct,  there  is  a  curious  plexiform  arrange- 
ment of  their  nerves,  more  or  leas  intricate, 
according  as  the  wings  are  destined  to  act 
with  greater  or  less  consentaneous  energy, 
and  absent  when  the  anterior  pair  serve  only 
as  elytra,  and  do  not  assist  in  flight.     This 
would  remind  us  of  the  circular  filament 
which  was  seen  to  connect  the  nerves  of  the 
arms  in  the  naked  Cephalopoda.     Besides 
these  nerves,  the  wings  are  supplied  fh>m 
the  respiratory  system  next  to  be  described, 
from  which  scarcely  any  branches  go  to  the 
legs.     This  will  be  readily  understood,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  wings  are  developed, 
as  it  were,  out  of  an  extension  of  the  respi- 
ratory apparatus*,  and  that  its  actions  are 
closely  connected  with  these  movements. 

HiUierfo  we  have  spoken  only  of  that  di- 
yision  of  the  nervous  system  of  the  Articulata 
which  may  be  regarded  as  corresponding 
with  the  sensory  and  locomotive  ganglia  of 
theMollusca;  namely,  the  cephalic,  thepedal, 
and  (in  some  instances)  the  palleal.  We 
have  next  to  inquire  what  we  find  correspond- 
ing with  the  branchial  ganglion.  It  is  to  be 
recollected  that  the  respiratory  apparatus  of 
insects  is  diffused  throughout  the  whole  body, 
so  that  its  presiding  system  of  nerves  must 
be  proportionally  extended;  and  we  are, 
therefore,  prepared  to  find  the  branehial 
ganglion  of  the  Mollusca  repeated,  like  the 
pedal,  in  each  segment.  Besides  the  nervous 
trunks  given  off  from  the  ventral  cord  at  its 
ganglionic  enlargement,  we  find,  in  most  of 
the  Articulated  classes,  a  series  of  smaller 

Fio.  9. 


Fio.  8  —Nervous  system  of  Imago  of  Sphinx 
Lagttstri. 

that  the  ganglionic  matter  of  the  ventral 
cord  of  perfect  insects  is  more  or  less  con- 
centrated in  the  thoracic  region ;  whilst  the 
ganglia  of  the  abdomen  are  usually  few  and 
small  i  the  nerves  to  its  segments,  however, 
being  given  off  as  before  at  regular  intervals. 
In  some  of  the  Coleoptera  and  Hemiptera, 
the  concentration  of  the  thoracic  ganglia  takes 
place  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  seem  to 
fonn  bnt  one  mass ;  and  this  is  the  case  also 


Fio.  9.— Portion  of  nervous  cord  in  the  thorax 
of  the  Pupa  Sphinx,  a,  b,  ganglia  of  the  cord ; 
the  connecting  trunks  between  which,  being 
separated  widely,  show,  «,  the  respiratory  gan- 
ghon ;  b,  h,  its  nerves. 


*  dee  Principles  of  General  and  Comparative 
Ftiysiology,  p.  MB. 
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ratni,  and  suppljing  the  orgmu  of  maitica- 
tian  (with  the  aaliiu;  gbndi),  deglutition, 
•od  digeatloa. 

Of  tbeifiiniafa-^ttn'csyitem,  aonie  traces 

may  be  foond  in  novly  all  the  Aiticnlated 
cluies.  Thus,  in  the  Icecb,  we  find  a  mbute 
ganglion  existing  at  tbe  base  of  each  of  the 
three  t«th  vMch  fiinn  the  mouth ;  theie 
ganglia  are  counectad  together,  and,  to  the 

■eem  alao  to  be  in  coDBCctJoa  with  other 
GlRmeuti,  which  may  be  traced  on  the 
alimentajy  canal.  As  a  specimen  of  iti 
highly  developed  form,  we  aball  take  tbat 
which  ta  denjribed  in  tbe  Gryllatatpa  vtU- 
gerii  (cominoD  mole-criGket).  Here  we  find 

Fio.  10. 


MITM,  gJTBn  off  at  intermediate  points, 
without  any  apparent  swelling  at  the  pi»nta 
of  divergence.  The  connectiona  of  these  are 
most  diitinctly  observed  in  the  perfect  insect, 
whose  reapir«Ury  system  is  deieloped  more 
extensively  thsn  that  of  sny  other  aiiiinal. 
It  is  seen,  on  s  close  eiaminatiOD  of  tbe 
ventral  colnmn,  that  a  third  tract  eiigts  on 
the  snperior  or  visceral  aspect  of  the  cord  ; 
and  that  theu  nerrt*  are  given  off  from 
minute  ganghonic  enlBrgements  upon  it. 
This  tract  seems  to  be  quite  tmconnected 
■long  its  whole  courae  with  tbe  column  upon 
wbidi  it  lies.  Ila  nerves,  however,  commn- 
Dicate  with  those  of  the  sensori-motor 
system ;  but  they  have  a  separate  diitri- 
hotioti,  being  tntDsmitted  especially  to  the 
tradiec,  on  the  paiietes  of  which  they 
ramijy  minutely,  and  also  to  the  muscles 
concerned  in  the  respiratory  movements. 
The  latter,  however,  being  a  part  of  the 
l^eneral  locomotive  apparatus,  are  also  sap- 
pbed  from  the  principsl  gaogUoDic  column. 
llie«e  tninnverae  or  superadded  nerves  jJo 
not  supply  the  muscles  which  open  and  close 
the  stigmstic  orifices  of  the  trochcB ;  and 
this  might  be  thought  incoDuetent  witii  the 
Buppotdtion  that  they  are  eapedally  concerned 
in  the  respiratory  function,  if  it  were  not  re- 
collected that  the  closure  of  the  stigmata  ia 
an  action  more  connected  with  the  volunUry 
movements  of  tbe  animal  than  with  the  me- 
chanism of  its  aeration ;  it  being  in  this 
msnner  that  it  prepares  itself  for  flight,  or 
for  any  other  powerful  exertion.  These 
■npeiadded  nerves,  then,  which  are  evidently 
anidogoas  to  those  of  the  gills  and  uphonic 
nppaiatui  in  the  MoUnsca,  may  be  rq;sirded 
as  corresponding  with  the  pneumonic  por- 
tion of  the  par  lagnm  in  Vertebratn — which 
ia  in  hke  manner  distribnted  on  the  air- 
pussges,  and  with  its  associated  motor 
nerves.  !□  comparing  the  nervous  system 
of  Insects  with  that  of  the  higher  MoUnsca, 
It  will  be  seen  that  they  differ  more  in  the 
relative  proportions,  and  in  tl>e  arrangement 
of  their  parti,  than  in  thar  abaolate  character. 
In  both  there  is  a  cephalic  division  of  the 
ganglionic  centres,  in  which  sensibility  and 
volnntsry  power  appear  to  reside  more  par- 
ticnlariy,  if  not  entirely.  In  both  there  is  a 
division  specially  appropriated  to  the  loco- 
motive apparatus,  differing  only  in  the  mol- 
liplication  of  the  centres  in  Insects,  conform- 
ably with  the  ammgement  of  tbe  members 
they  supply;  and  sometimes,  as  we  have 
seen,  consolidated  to  nearly  the  ssme  degree 
as  io  the  Cephalopoda.  In  both,  also,  we 
find  a  divtuon  appropriated  to  the  respiratory 
appsratna,  in  winch  there  is  ■  corresponding 
multiplicity  of  centres  in  the  Articulata,  in 
harmony  with  the  nniversal  distribution  of 
their  bacheal  system.  And  in  both,  as  we 
•hall  now  see,  there  is  a  separate  system  of 
nerves,  distributed  to  the  alimentary  appa. 


Sanglis. 

it  consisting  of  two  divisions ;  one  placed  on 
the  median  line,  which  may  hence  be  called 
the  THtdUm  gystem;  ths  other  running  on 
each  side  at  some  little  distance,  and  hence 
called  the  lateral  system.  The  median  sys- 
tem appear!  to  originate  in  a  amall  ganglion, 
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situated  anteriorly  and  inferiorly  to  the 
cephalic  mass,  with  which  it  communicates 
hy  a  connecting  branch  on  each  side.  From 
this  ganglion  I  nerves  proceed  to  the  walls  of 
the  bncoal  cavity,  the  mandibles,  &c.  Its 
principal  trunk,  however,  (the  recurrent  of 
authors)  is  sent  backwards  beneath  the 
pharynx;  and  on  this  a  slight  ganglionic 
entailment  is  seen,  where  the  connecting 
branches  are  given  off,  which  unite  it  with 
the  lateral  system.  Its  ramifications  are 
distributed  along  the  oesophageal  tube  and 
dorsal  vessel ;  whilst  the  trunk  passes  down- 
wards to  the  stomsch,  where  its  branches 
inosculate  with  those  supplied  by  the  lateral 
system,  and  seem  to  assist  in  forming  a  pair 
of  small  ganglia,  from  which  most  of  the 

Fio.  11. 


Fio.  11 .— Stomato-gastric  system  in  the  Sphinx. 
A,  A,  cephalic  ganglia;  a,  anterior  median  gan- 
glion ;  b,  bf  lateral  ganglia. 

visceral  nerves  radiate.  The  ganglia  of  the 
lateral  system  are  two  on  each  side,  lying 
behind  and  beneath  the  oephslic  masses.  The 
anterior  pair  are  the  largest,  and  meet  on 
the  median  line,  just  behind  the  cephalic 
ganglia,  with  which  they  communicate. 
Posteriorly  to  these  lie  the  second  pair,  which 
are  in  connection  with  them.  Two  cords 
pass  backwards  on  each  side,  one  derived 
from  the  anterior,  the  other  from  the  pos- 
terior, of  these  ganglia.  They  run  along  the 
sides  of  the  oesophagus  and  dorsal  vessel ; 
and,  after  inosculating  with  the  branches  of 
the  central  system,  enter  the  two  coeliac 
ganglia,  from  which  branches  radiate  to  the 
abdominal  viscera. 

This  system  of  ganglia  and  nerves  has  an 
evident  adSSnity  with  the  tympaihetic  system 
of  Yertcbrata,  as  well  as  with  some  parts  of 
the  cerebro-spinal  system,  more  especially 
with  the  par  vagum.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
tiiat  the  pneumogastric  nerve  of  Vertebrata 
is  distributed  to  three  separate  systems — the 
respiratory,  the  circulating,  and  the  digestive. 
As  we  know  that  the  ultimate  fibrils  of  nerves 
never  anastomose,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
these  branches  might  be  separately  traced 
backwards  into  their  ganglionic  centres ;  and 
they  may  thus  be  regarded  as  fitnciionally 
three  distinct  nerves.  There  is  no  difficulty, 
then,  in  understanding  that  the  respiratory 
system  .of  insects  and  other  Invertebrata  may 
be  analogous  with  the  pneumonic  portion  of 


the  par  vagum,  although  it  bears  no  relation 
with  the  cardiac  and  gastric  divisions  of  the 
nerve.  To  thes^  divisions  the  analogy  of 
the  recurrent  nerve  becomes  sufficiently 
plain,  when  we  look  at  its  distribution  upon 
the  dorsal  vessel,  oesophagus,  and  stomach ; 
butits  commencement  in  the  anterior  ganglion, 
which  also  supplies  the  mouth  and  pharynx, 
might  seem  to  place  it  on  a  different  footing, 
until  we  have  determined  the  true  analogy  of 
this  last  centre.  It  may  be  inferred  frx>m  its 
situation,  and  from  the  distribution  of  its 
nerves,  that  this  anterior  is  anal(^ous  both 
to  the  labial  and  pharyngeal  ganglia  of  the 
higher  MoUusca.  These  appear  to  form  a 
division  of  the  nervous  system,  by  which  the 
actions  immediately  concerned  in  the  pre- 
hension of  food  are  performed,  almost  as 
independently  of  the  cephalic  ganglia  as  are 
those  of  respiration.  There  would  seem, 
however,  a  greater  tendency  towards  the 
union  of  these  centres  with  the  oesophageal 
collar,  than  of  those  presiding  over  the  re- 
spiratory function,  which  is  more  indepen- 
dent of  the  will ;  and  accordingly  we  find  the 
labial  ganglia  apparently  united  with  the 
cephalic  in  most  of  the  Gasteropoda,  whilst 
the  pharyngeal  forms  part  of  the  suboeso- 
phageal  mass  in  the  Nautilus.  The  division 
of  the  nervous  system  of  VertebFata  with 
which  this,  stomato-gastric  system  corre- 
iponds,  is  a  question  of  more  apparent  diffi- 
culty ;  but  if  we  bring  into  comparison  not 
only  tiie  highest  but  the  lowest  forms  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  apparatus,  the  chief  difficulties 
will  be  removed.  The  analogies  drawn  (torn. 
the  distribiltion  of  the  nervous  branches 
would  lead  us  to  infer  that  the  Mtr<f  division 
of  the  fifth  pair  (including  its  sensory  and 
motor  origins)  the  glosso-pharyngeal,  and 
the  gastric  portion  of  the  par  vagum,  would 
most  nearly  represent  it.  Now,  when  the  fifth 
pair  is  traced  back  to  its  true  origin,  it  is 
found  to  be  not  a  cerebral  but  a  spinal 
nerve ;  and  it  is  then  seen  to  arise  from  the 
medulla  oblongata,  in  such  close  approxima- 
tion with  the  par  vagum  and  glosso-pharyn- 
geal, as  to  show  that,  if  this  portion  of  the 
nervous  centres  were  isolated  from  the  rest, 
the  nerves  which  proceed  from  it  would 
form,  anatomically  as  well  as  functionally, 
a  natural  group.  The  fifth  pair,  like  other 
spinal  nerves,  may  act  in  a  simply  reflex 
character ;  although,  in  man,  it  is  usually 
under  the  dominion  of  the  will.  In  the 
lower  animals  we  find  these  reflex  actions 
bearing  a  much  larger  proportion  to  the 
voluntary,  than  in  man ;  and  even  in  him 
we  not  unfrequently  meet  with  cases  in  which 
the  functions  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres 
seem  suspended,  whilst  those  of.  the  spinal 
cord  afe  unimpaired ;  so  that  the  prehension 
of  food  by  the  lips  may  take  place  without 
any  effort  of  the  will.  This  has  been  ob- 
lervdd  in  acephalous  foetufles,  in  puppies  from 
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MTTM.  giien  off  at  intermediate    pointi.    ratoi.  and  mjiii)'*      .^'''jfi  baen  tea 
witbont  an;  apparent  swelling  si  tbe  points    tion  (wilb  ''     ,  /^  f^^^aioA  of  the  pa 
of  divergence.    Tbe  connections  of  these  ate    i 
nuMt  distinctly  oln«Ted  in  the  perfect  insect, 
whose  rapiratorj  system  is  dereloped  mr" 
axtenaiTelj  than  that  of  any  other  ^ 


^  ^^  punned  before  ttuU  of 

^'^^tered  upon  ;    since  the 

^  ihe  dispoaiCJoa  of  the  different 

It  ■  ■  -        •  - 


''^"huc'it  "C""*  replaced  by  tna  amall 
l«  ije  (nlargemen&  of  the  cords  or  pe- 
s^U^^ch  unite  the  cephalic  ganglia  with 
*|°2^  thoracic.  From  these  proceed  the 
/""^ji^  which  supply  tbe  month  and  mm. 
*j^^\iit  jaw,  as  well  as  others  that  unite 
fj^  a  median  branch  proceeding  from  the 
gepbalic  ganghon  to  Airm  the  recurrmt 
Ifgok,  which  ii  distribated  upon  the  ceio- 
-liigus  and  stomach,  where  it  presents  one 
Of  two  minute  gst^ltonic  enlargemeuta.  It 
is  evident  that  tbe  aaiall  ganglia  upon 
(be  pedonclea  of  the  cephalic  mass  corre- 
q>ond  exactly  with  the  diiision  of  the 
medulla  oblongata,  from  which  the  fifth  pair 
and  the  par  Tagum  are  giren  off;  so  that 
the  analogy,  which  has  been  preiiously 
drawn,  would  seem  by  this  structure  to  be 
fit  ly  confirmed. 

From  the  foregoing  details,  regarding  the 
nerrous  system  of  the  Articulata,  it  would, 
Oierefore,  appear  that  tbe  inferences  which 
.  were  drawn  from  the  examination  of  its 
character  in  tbe  Molluscs  are  fully  applicable 
to  the  physiological  explanation  of  its  Btruc- 
tore  in  this  division  of  the  animal  kingdom, 
and  thus  derire  important  confirmation  from 


''^'*'i"'f"™P'  the  isolation  of  their 
^^etata»<  and  tbe  transposition  and 
-jjistwn  of  then  in  so  great  a  rarietj 
^l^afforda  ua  tbe  ker  to  thdr  real  cha. 
tf,  which  may  be  e&etnally  applied  to 
elncidBtion  of  the  more  complex  qipa- 
I  of  Articulata*. 

pen  taking  a  general  review  of  the  facta 
h  have  been  stated,  and  tbe  inferences 
h  have  been  erected  upon  them,  we 
eive  that  between  the  strictly  sEoaorial 
tiona  of  the  nervous  system,  and  those 
stiops  in  which  its  ta/erauncioi  charac- 
nlyis  employed,  atolerably distinct  line 
^marcation  may  generally  be  drawn.  We 
hitherto  viewed  this  spparatos  under 
upects: — 1.  As  the  instrument  of  the 
I,  by  which  it  acquires  a  knowledge  of 
xtemal  world  throogb  tlie  medium  of 
ition,  and  operates  npon  it  by  an  exer- 
if  volition.     2.  As  the  means  by  which 
>us  movements  are  excited  in  the  bodily 
itore,  which  are  immediately  necessary 
le  performance  of  the  organic  functions, 
to  its  protection  from  injury.    To  these 
■ns  the  general  term  itudnclhe  may  be 
1 ;  that  term  being  understood  to  imply 
performance  of  a  motion,  or  series  of 
oos,  in  dirtcl  rttpondt*ci  to  external 
essions,  vilhotil  Ike  iiittrveniiim  iff  Ike 
without   any  designed  adaptation    to 
lose  on  the  part  of  the  animal,  and  often 
withont  its  consciousness  beijig  necessarily 
affected.     Ilie  first  of  these  objects  appear* 
to  be  answered,  chiefly  if  not  entirely,  by 
the  cephalic  ganglia,   and  the  nerves  pro- 
ceeding from  them.     The  second  is  carried 
into  effect  by  the   ganglia   connected  with 
eaeh    organ,    or  series  of  organs,    whose 
movements  are  thns  excited.     We  have  seen, 
that,  however  small  is  the  bulk  of  the  ce- 
phalic ganglia  compared  with  the  sum  of  tbe 
other   masses,    these  send  nerves  to  every 
part  of  the  body  supplied  by  tbe  latter  ;  for 
tbe  purpose,  it  wonld  seem,  of  controlling. 

These  nerves  proceed  as  connecting  tninka 
from  the  cephalic  ganglia  to  the  other  cen- 

•  The  view  given  above  o/  the  comjiantive 
*      '   lals.  Is  chiefly  abridgeil  frocn 
TlKsis  on   this  sulyect,  is 

jlails  wiU  bs  linind,  as  wejl  as 

many  other  innstratiTe  Inures  and  reference*  to 
BDlboritles.  He  has  there,  alsn,  dlKussed  the 
physlologica]  expUnstion  usnally  given  nt  ihe 
double  nervous  cord  of  the  Articulata;  andhatiajr 
shown  that  It  la  neither  cousisient  nilh  ilsel^ 
nor  capable  of  being  applied  to  the  other  Invertr. 
bnta,he  haidRmed  ilunneceassTy  (ocomplicate 
the  present  sketch  by  introdudni;  It. 
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tres ;  and  then  divide  into  filaments,  which  hitherto  spoken  only  of  its  inflaenoe  Xm 

unite  with  those  proceeding  from  them  to  the  contractile  propertiea  of  the  tisanes  to 

the  several  organs.     Each  organ,  therefore,  which  it  is  distribnted.     It  has,  however,  an 

receives  four  sets  of  fibres ;  an  afferent  and  important  and  direct  connection  with  the 

efferent  set,  which  connect  it  with  the  cere-  pnrdy  organic  fdnctions  of  nutrition  and 

hnl  ganglia,  and  are  the  channels  of  sensa-  secretion  ;  and  we  shall  see  reason  to  regard 

tion,  md  of  the  influence  of  the  will;  and  it  as  the  means,  not  only  of  placing  the  ontmo/ 

«n  aiferent  and  efferent  set,  which  connect  it  in  relation  with  the  external  world,  but  of 

with  its  own  peculiar  ganglion,  and  serve  to  harmomzing  and  controlling    the    organic 

convey  the  stimulus  of  impressioos  which  changes  taking  place  in  ite  own  structure, 

produce  motions  by  reflected  influence.     In  and  of  bringing  these  under  the  influence  of 

Sroportion  as  the  special  sensory  organs  are  particular  mental  conditions.  It  is  the  opi- 
eveloped,  and  the  animal  is  less  completely  nion  of  many,  that  aU  the  organic  fdnctions 
Kovemed  by  mere  instinct,  we  find  the  cere-  are  dependent  upon  the  innervation  supplied 
oral  ganglia  and  system  of  nerves  more  pre-  to  them  by  the  system  of  nerves  which  has 
dominant.  We  observe  among  the  Articu-  been  termed  sympnthetic  or  vuceral.  It  is 
lata  the  greatest  perfection  of  instinctive  incumbent,  however,  on  those  who  uphold 
movements  my  where  exhibited.  In  these  the  necessity  of  this  nervous  power,  to 
movements  there  is  a  most  remarkable  adap-  prove  it  definitively,  since  all  analogy  leads 
tation  of  means  to  ends ;  as  in  the  construe-  to  an  opposite  conclusion.  We  may  regard 
tion  of  habitations  by  various  insects,  and  the  capability  of  separating  from  the  blood 
especially  the  social  Hymenop term.  But  few  a  peculiar  secretion,  as  a  peculiar  property 
persons  will  agree  that  this  adaptation  is  inherent  in  the  glandular  membrane,  just  as 
performed  by  the  mind  of  the  animal;  since,  contractility  is  the  inherent  property  of 
onthis8upposition,everybee  solves  a  problem  muscular  fibre.  As  the  peculiar  arrange- 
which  has  afforded  scope  for  the  laborious  ment  of  the  excitable  and  contractile  tiames 
inquiries  of  the  acutest  human  mathema-  in  animab  requires  a  nervous  system  to  act 
tician.  The  adaptation  is  in  the  original  as  a  conductor  between  them,  and  to  blend 
construction  of  a  nervous  system,  which  their*actions,  so  do  the  complicated  organic 
should  occasion  particular  movements  to  be  functions  of  animals  require  to  be  harmoniied 
performed  under  particular  external  condi-  and  kept  in  sympathy  with  each  other,  by 
tions ;  and  the  constancy  with  which  these  some  mode  of  communication  more  direct 
are  performed  by  different  individuals  of  the  and  eertain  than  that  afforded  by  the  circu- 
aame  species,  when  placed  in  the  same  con-  lating  system,  which  is  their  bond  of  union 
ditions,  leads  at  once  to  the  belief  tiiat  they  in  planto.  We  have  seen,  in  the  foregoing 
must  be  independent  of  any  operadons  so  sketeh,  that  the  visceral  system  does  not 
variable  as  those  of  judgment  and  voluntary  exist  in  a  distinct  form  in  the  lower  classes 
pcifoimance.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  of  Invertebrated animals ;  and  also  that  the 
Vertebrata,  we  find  the  purely  instinctive  nervous  system  of  these  classes  cannot,  as  a 
movement  forming  a  smalW  proportion  of  whole,  be  compared  with  it,  although  it 
tlie  whole- actions,  and  brought  under  a  more  may  be  regarded  as  containing  some  mdi- 
oomplete  subjection  to  the  sensori-volitional  mente  of  it.  As  the  divisions  of  this  sys- 
system.  This  is  evident  from  the  greater  tern  become  more  evident,  however,  and  the 
▼ariety  which  the  actions  exhibit ;  from  the  organic  functions  more  complicated,  soma 
mode  in  which  they  are  adapted  to  peculiar  appearance  of  a  separate  sympathetic  system 
circumstances;  from  the  degree  in  which  presenteitself,as  in  Insects  and  Cephalopoda; 
they  may  be  modified  by  education ;  and  but  this  is  never  so  distinct  as  in  Vertebrata. 
firom  various  other  indications  of  a  superior  Hence  it  may  fairly  be  infienred  that,  as  the 
kind  of  intelligence.  At  last,  in  man,  those  sympathetic  system  is  not  developed  in  pro- 
instinctive  movemente  which  are  not  im-  portion  to  the  predominant  activity  of  the 
mediatriy  requisite  (like  diose  of  respiration)  functions  of  organic  life  (which  is  so  remark- 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  organic  functions,  able  in  the  Mollnsca  when  contrasted  with 
are  placed  under  the  control  of  the  will,  the  Articnlata),  but  in  proportion  to  the 
This  is  especially  true  of  the  locomotive  development  of  the  higher  divisions  of  the 
organs,  whose  nsflex  aetions  are  entirely  nervous  system,  ite  office  is  not  to  con- 
gvided  by  the  will ;  and  they  are  only  dis-  tribute  to  these  functions  any  thing  essential 
tinguishable  when,  from  peculiar  states  of  to  their  performance,  but  rather  to  exercise 
the  system,  the  influence  of  the  brain  is  sus-  that  general  control  over  them  whidi  becomes 
pended.  necessary  according  as  they  are  more  uide- 
Hiere  is  a  third  aspect,  however,  under  pendent  of  one  another,  and  to  bring  them 
which  we  are  to  consider  the  nervous  system ;  into  relation  with  the  system  of  animal 
and  this  becomes  more  important  in  the  Ufe. 

hi^faest  division  of  the  animal  kingdom,  on  

which  we  are  now  about  to  dwell.    We  have 

694. — XXVII,  .j  p 
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ON  HIF  mSEkSB  AND  LUMBAR        '^M  suddenly-  called  to  .Me  Wm.    He 
k  norrouQ  "^^  suffenng  great  pain  in  the  tup  and 

Ausi^Ess.  ^^^^  ^jjj^j^  ^^  aggravated  by  any 

Bt  Wm.  Oliyba  Chalk^  Baa.  attempt  at  motion.      The  limb  was 

BMkleut  Swgwn  to  the  Bofd  fieft-Bflthing  everted,  and  lengthened  to  about  two 

lifinniurf,  Murgate.  inches.     Of  this  there  could  be  no 

[Gontfaiiied  from  p.  ni.]  doubt,  as  the  trochanter,  knee,  and 

^B-    jx    %^  jf^>  rt #*-  »  ankle-joints,  were  considerably  lower 

(For  the  Medteal  Gazette.)  ^^^^  ^^^  '^^  ^1^  ^^^^^  y^^y/     The 

case  continued  to  go  on  badly  up  to 

•Thb  difficulty  of  effecting  a  satis-  the  time  of  his  de^tarture,  in  December 
iactory  diagnosis  amongst  cmldren  is  following.  Bv  this  time  his  sufferings 
often  very  great,  especially  as  their  had  become  mtense :  he  lay  with  the 
fears  are  usuallv  excited  by  the  ex-  limb  extended,  and  the  hand  graspinf^ 
omination,  whicn  it  is  always  necessary  the  thigh  just  above  die  knee.  His 
to  conduct  with  the  greatest  attention,  rest  was  broken ;  he  slept  at  short- 
before  we  can  determine  whether  the  intervals  only,  and  awoke  starting  and 
symptoms  are  those  of  lumbar  or  hip  screaming.  Hectic  fever  was  at  its 
disease.  height,  and  the  patient  appeared  to.  be 
The  case  of  Richard  Bridge,  set  6,  &st  sinking.  He  died,  I  oielieve,  soon 
is  one  in  which  I  experienced  this  after  his  return  home, 
difficulty ;  and  as  it  is  interesting  I  will  It  seems  to  me  highl]^  probable  that 
relate  it  He  was  admitted  as  an  out*  the  timidity  of  the  chila,  which  was 
door  patient,  July  26,  1836.  He  had  always  great,  must  have  induced  him 
been  treated  according  to  Mr.  Scott's  to  conceal  whatever  suffering  he  en- 
plan.  On  removing  the  bandages,  dured,  for  it  is  hardly  possible  to  sup* 
Slaster,  &c.  the  nates  appeared  slightly  pose  that  there  was  none  prior  to  the 
attened.  He  did  not  complain  of  any  fengthenincp  of  the  limb ;  yet  the  person 
pain  on  pressure.  Percussion  over  the  who  had  cnarge '  of  him  said  that  he 
trochanter,  rotation,  flexion,  and  extcn-  never  complained.  There  can  be  lit- 
sion,  seemed  to  cause  no  inconvenience,  tie  doubt  that  the  sudden  elongation 
He  walked  on  crutches,  but  was  able  of  the  limb  was  owing  to  the  d^truo- 
to  do  without  them.  His  general  healtb  tion  of  the  ligameutum  teies.  The 
was  delicate;  the  upper  lip  rather  flattening  of  the  nates  which  took  place 
thickened ;  the  tonsrue  slightly  furred ;  after  this  occurred  was  most  remark»- 
pulse  quick  and  &eble ;  his  appetite  ble,  and  it  was  rendered  more  so  by  its 
tolerably  good.  He  complained  of  having  been  very  slight  befoie  tiiat 
slight  tencfemess  in  the  hepatic  region,  time.  As  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
The  symptoms  commenced  in  the  pre-  importance  to  determine  the  symptoms 
ceding  April,  when  he  was  first  observed  which  characterise  affections  of  the  hip, 
to  limp ;  but  did  not  sufler  much  in-  especially  at  their  commencement,  I 
convenience  in  other  respects.  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  thoae 
As  the  case  seemed  to  present  no  which  appear  to  me  most  worthy  df 
very  urgent  symptoms,  I  determined  to  attention^ 

try  the  effect  of  chang[e  of  air  and  The  patient  at  first  experiences  slight 

bathing,      fie  began  with  the  warm  pains  in  the  articulation,   sometiines 

bath  tnree  times  a  week,  and  on  July  extending  to  the  front  of  the  thigfa, 

30th  commenced  the  use  of  the  douche,  during  and  after  walking ;  these  be- 

He  continued  this  plan  up  to  Sept  3rd,  coinin|r  more  severe  and  oontinnons  «8 

without  any  apparent  change  in  his  the  disease  advances*     He  is  apt  at 

health  or  in  the  local  aflbction.    I  then  this  time  to  stumble ;  grradoally, limping 

becan  an   alterative   treatment   with  ensoes ;  and  then  the  peculiar  mode  <x 

mild  doses  of  hyd.  c.  creta  at  bed*-time,  reatinfr  the  limb  already  ^oken  of,  by 

together  with  infusion  of  cinchona  and  throwmg  the  weight  of  Itie  body  0a 

iodide  of  potassa.    This  was  preceded  the  sound  one,  ^ivins^  rise  to  the  eaat- 

by  the  application  of  a  few  leeches,  and  ing  of  the  pelvis  anu  flattening  of  Haat 

a  blister  to  the  epigastrium.     Under  nates.      If  at  ^is   time  percossion, 

this  plan  bis  genem  Health  improved,  rotation,  flexion,  and  extension,  bensed, 

his   appetite    increased,    the    tongue  pain  generally  follows.    I  have  always 

cleaned.     These  remedies  were  per-  observed,  that  whenever  flexion  of  the 

severed  in  until  October  15th^  when  I  limb  is  attempted,  it  causes  more  suffer- 
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ing  than  any  of  the  fonneT  means,  quent  ascites,  d>[8pn<£a  and  constant 
croept  perhaps  percussion.  There  is  cough,  accompanies  hy  muco-pnrulent 
no  alteration  as  yet  in  the  state  of  the  expectoration ;  pulse  quick  and  feehle, 
femur,  and  the  great  trochanter  retains  great  thirst,  loss  of  appetite,  alvine  ex- 
its natural  situation  and  form.  The  oredons  unhealthy. .  The  left  hip  joint 
natient  is  always  easier  when  lyin^  was  diseased,  the  limh  shortened  and 
aown^  but  the  sleep  is  disturbed  ana  turned  inwards.  She  lay  with  the  knee 
broken  by  frequent  startings.  This  flexed,  resting  it  on  the  sound  one. 
arises  from  the  pain  excited  by  the  There  was  a  hard  circumscribed  tumor 
endeavour  to  alter  the  position  of  the  immediately  over  the  articulation,  and 
limb  whilst  in  a  state  of  unconscious-  two  openings,  one  near  the  usual  situa- 
ness,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  tion  of  the  great  trochanter,  and  another 
symptoms,  both  in  the  earlier  and  latter  about  the  middle  and  external  part  of 
periods  of  morbus  coxee.  In  the  the  thigh,  throuc'h  which  was  discnarged 
second  stage,  we  have  either  shortening  a  profuse  and  uimealthy  pus.  The  parts 
or  lengthening  of  the  limb,  and  a  hard  were  highly  sensitive,  and  she  sumred 
circumscribed  fulness  of  the  nates*;  constant  pain,  which  was  dreadfully 
but  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  acute  on  pressure  or  motion.  The  state 
latter  symptom  is  less  frequent  than  of  the  patient  was  such  that  I  felt  it  was 
the  others.  When,  however,  suppu-  useless  to  make  any  particular  examina- 
ration  has  taken  place  within  the  tion  of  the  parts.  From  the  copious  dis- 
cotyloid  cavity,  and  the  matter  has  charge  and  constant  pain  in  the  hip  and 
found  an  exit,  this  appearance  is  very  knee,  and  the  position  of  the  limb,  I 
common.  It  is  at  this  time,  and  when  was  inclined  to  regard  the  case  as  one  of 
the  disease  is  £ar  advanced,  that  pain  lnmbarorigin,anaof  consecutive  disease 
in  the  knee  is  commonly  present.  It  of  the  joint.  (This  supposition,  how- 
has  been  supposed  by  some  that  dislo-  ever,  it  will  be  seen  was  erroneous.)  It 
cation  of  the  head  of  the  femur  on  the  was  evident  that  the  local  and  general 
dorsum  ilit  takes  place  through  the  symptoms  were  too  far  advanced  to 
action  of  the  muscles  when  the  cavi^  admitof  any  hope  of  recovery  or  allevia- 
of  the  joint  is  destroyed.  But  that  this  tion.  She  lingered  on  until  the  22nd 
cannot  be  the  case,  must  be  very  appa-  June  following,  on  which  day  she  died, 
rent  when  we  consider  that  the  muscles  On  examination,  I  found  the  cotyloid 
themselves,  and  the  soft  parts  generally,  cavity  enlarged,  and  in  a  state  of  gan- 
are  by  this  time  involved  in  the  destruc-  ffrenous  softenine.  The  head  of  the 
tion.  remur  was   completely  destroyed;  its 

I  am  inclined,  for  my  own  part,  to  neck  was  bent  at  right  angles  wifh 

believe,  that  at  this  sta^e  the  simple  the  great  trochanter,  so  that  the  la'- 

circumstance  of  the  patient's  moving  terwas  considerably  higher  than  na- 

bimself  in  bed,  or  being  moved  by  tural,  while  the  former  descended,  as 

others,  or  some  cause  equally  slight,  it  were,  into  the  cotyloid  cavity.    The 

may  displace  the  femur  from  its  situa-  soft  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint 

tion.     Mr.  Stanley,  in  an  interesting  were  entirely  destroyed.    The  altered 

paper  lately  read  at  the  Royal  Medi-  situation  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  and 

cal  and  Ch^ruTfiical  Society,  gives  in-  the  trochanter  gave  rise  to  the  shorten- 

stances  of  the  head  of  the  femur  be-  ing   observed    during    life.       Stronj? 

coming  dislocated,  even  when  paralysis  pleuritic  adhesions  existed  on  the  leu 

of  the  muscles  existed.    The  two  fol-  side  of  the  chest.    Many  of  the  bron- 

lowing    cases    are    very   interesting,  chial  tubes  were  ossified  or  in  a  semi- 

chiefly  from  the  circumstance  of  short-  cartilaginous  state,  and  choked  up  with 

ening  of  the  limb  without  dislocation  muco-purulent  fluid,  such  as  haa  been 

of  the  head  of  the  femur.     The  first  expectorated  during  life.    There  were 

was  that  of  Mary  Anne  Fraser,  st  9,  several  smaH  ossinc  deposits  in  the 

admitted   May    l3th,   1837,   suffering  parenchyma  of  the  lungs.     The  peri- 

nnder  the  following^  symptoms : —  cardium  contained  about  4  ounces  of 

Enla^gfement  ofthe  liver  and  conse-  'fluid;  the  quantitv  that  existed  in  the 
— —  abdomen  was  not  Large.    The  liver  was 

•  It  i«  necemiy  to  pay  particular  attention  to  enlarged    and    indurated ;     the    rall- 

thit  latter  point,  for,  at  will  be  shown  hereafter,  i.i^ii«   HmAll     And    rontAinina    little 

fUnesa  of  the  nates  commonly  enraes  when  pjanaer   small,   ana    containing    iiruc 

ptia  (foUowingr  the  coune  of  the  pMias  moacle)  bilc  ;  the  spleen  was  small  and  indu- 

inaln«tesitadf  among  the  intwipwea  of  iJie  y^ted,   as  was   likewise  the  pancreas. 

SSir^^SSSiSMS^'""'*'"*  ™  Absc;«  had  formed  in  the  W™  of 
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Morbus  Cozis. 

Date. 

MaU», 

FenuUei, 

Yean  of 

O   «A10   O   O 
^    »-•    CM   CM    CO 

O    O    lA    O    1^ 

Agre. 

m  0  >n 

I  PI 

eO  ,C0    "^ 

45—50 
50—55 

Total 
each 
Year. 

10 

0 

«9 

■0 

I 

Yeara  of 

0  •»  0 

CM   CM    CO 

10   0   Id 
i^    CM  |CM 

Ag 

I 

eo 

e. 
0  te> 

II 

eo  •* 

45—50 
50—55 

Total 
Year. 

1827  ... 

0 

7 

7i  7   0 

1 

0   0   0 

0 

0 

22 

i;3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

1828  ... 

0 

7 

6    1    4 

2 

0    1    0 

0 

0 

21 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0!  11 

1829  ... 

1 

12 

\  6   4 

3 

1 

1   0 

1 

0 

33 

0 

3 

2 

2*  1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0    12 

1830  ... 

1 

10 

4'  6;  1 

X 

1 

1   0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

6 

2 

5   3 

5 

0 

0;  0 

0,  0,  21 

1831  ... 

2 

3 

4  0  1 

0 

0.  0   0 

0!  0 

10 

1 

3 

0 

2;  1 

3 

1 

0  0 

0  0;  11 

1832  ... 
Total... 

1 
5 

8;  \  3  1 

0 

7 

0 
2 

;i  0 

o|o 

15 

0 

7 

3 

2|  5 

1 

1 

Oj  0 

1  0;  20 

47 

262311 

1     1 

\\' 

1 

0 

126 
14 

2J25|l2 

15,15'l6 

4 

1 

0 

ijo 

91 

1833  ... 
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3 

4    2   0 
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1 

1    1 
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0 

0 

4 

1 

1    I 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0  0 

13 

1834  ... 

0 

3 

1   2   0 

0 

1 

0   0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0  0 

5 

1835  ... 

0 

1 

0   0   0 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1    0  2 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

5 

1836  ... 

0 

1 

1    2   1 

2 

1 

0  0 

0 

1 

9 

0 

2 

0 

0   0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

2 

1837  ... 

1 

5 

2   10 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

0 

9 

1 

3 

1 

®i  ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0   1 

7 

1838  ... 
Total... 

1 

5 

4   2   1 

1      r 

2 

1 

0  0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

3 

0'  0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ojo 

3 

3 
3 

18 

12   9,  2 

5 

4 

1  ^ 

0 

2 

67 

115 

5 

2  2  6 

2 

0 

1 

<^1 

35 

1839  ... 

5 

2    1    0 

0 

0,  0  0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

3 

1840  ... 
Total... 

0 

3 

0    1    1 

1     1 

0 

IjO 

0 
0 

0 

0 

6 

0 
0 

1 
2 

0 
2 

1 

0   0 

0 

0 

0 

0,0 

2 

3 

8   2,  2;  1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

17 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0   0 

1 

5 

Lumbar 

Abbc 

BBS. 

1827  .. 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0'  0 

0'  0 

0 

2 

0 

ol  0 

0 

0  0  0!  0 

0 

1 

0|     I 

1828    .. 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0^  0 

0  0 

0 

7 

0 

0   0 

0 

0 

0   0 

0 

0 

0 

0     0 

1829  ... 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o;o 

0 

4 

1 

2   2 

0 

1 

0,  0 

0 

0 

0 

0     6 

1830  ... 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

00 

0 

5 

0 

0   0 

0   1 

0'  0 

2 

0 

0 

0     3 

1831  ... 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

00 

0 

6 

0 

2   2 

0;  0 

0,  0 

0 

0 

0  0 

4 

1832  ... 
Total... 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 
2 

1 

1 

0 

o;o 

0 

10 

0 

1    Oj  0 

0 

0   0 

1 

0 

0 

0  0 

1 

0 

15 

2 

8 

3 

4   0 

o;o 

0 

34 

1 

5 

*\i 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0!  15 

•            1 

1833  ... 

0 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0  0 

0 

171 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0   0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  ! 

1834  ... 

0 

3 

4 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0   0 

0 

12 

1 

3 

1 

0   2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

B  i 

1835  ... 

0 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0   0 

14 

2 

0 

1 

1    1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7  1 

1836  ... 

1 

8 
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2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

3 

5 

3 

2   2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0   16 

1837  ... 

0 

2 

1 

2   1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0   0 

7| 

0 

2 

2 

2    1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0     8 

1838  ... 
Total... 

1 

5 

2 

1    1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Oj  0 

12 

1 

0 

3 

2 

3;3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0   12 

2 

26 

24 

12   5 

11 

1 

3 
2 

0 
0 

1 

0   0 

84| 

613 

1' 

ll|lO 

3 

1 

2    1 

0 

0 

oj  56 

1839  ... 

1 

4 

6 

0   1 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1840  ... 

1 

10 

4 

3;^ 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0   0 

24 
3»' 

1 

0 

7 

4 

^ 

0 

00 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

11 

Total... 

2 

14 

10 

3   5 

2 

2 

1 

0 

o-o; 

< 

10 

4' 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

18 
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Male9. 


1827 

to 

1840 


5—10 


3 


10—15 


15—20 


Fern, 


5—10 


Lumbar  Abbcsbb. 


Males. 


5—10  10—15 


I 


15—20 


30—35 


40—45 


Femalef. 


10—15 


15 — 20 
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one  of  the  kidneys.  There  were  several  and  it  may  fairly  be  considered  con- 
small  ossific  depositions  found  in  differ-  elusive  on  the  point  (concerning  which 
ent  parts  of  the  abdomen.  authors  have  differed),  that  the  male 

Henry  Eagle,  set  6,  admitted  May  sex  is  most  prone  to  these  diseases.    It 

29th,   1838,    suffering   under    morbus  will  be  seen,  in  both  instances,  that 

eoxee  on  the  left  side.    The  hmb  was  the  males  exceed  the  females.    Morbus 

shortened  and  turned  inwards;  hard  coxee:  males, 200;  females,  131; making 

and  circumscribed  fulness  of  the  nates ;  a  total  in  favour  of  the  former  of  69. 

does  not  complain  of  great  pain.    Per-  Lumbar  abscess :  males,  157 ;  females, 

cussion,  however,  over  the  articulation  89 ;  giving  a  difference  in  favour  of  the 

causes  much  suffering.    He  walks  on  males  of  68*.     On  running  the  eye 

crutches :  his  health  is  delicate.     This  down  the  columns,  it  will  be  seen  that 

boy  was  suddenly  attacked  with  cere*  children  of  both  sexes  suffer  most  from 

bral  symptoms,  which  proved  fatal  five  these  disorders  from  the  ages  of  five  to 

days  after  their  commencement.    He  ten.    As  these  diseases  are  commonly 

died  July  2Gth.  the  result  of  accident,  it  will  follow  as 

The  head  of  the  iemur  was  esmanded  a  matter  of  course  that  males,  from 

in  its  socket  by  the  deposition  of  tuber-  being  more  exposed  to  the  chances  of 

cular  matter  in  the  cancellous  structure  casualties  than  females,  must  naturally 

of  the  bone.    The  neck  of  the  femur  suffer  the  most  from  them.    I  have 

and  the  trochanter  were  in  a  similar  never  myself  entertained  any  doubt  on 

eondition  to  that  of  Eraser's.    The  ful-  this  subject ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the 

ness  of  the  nates  t^as  formed  by  the  cause,   the  fact  of  males  being  more 

latter,  and  was  situated  rather  higher  prone  to  these  complaints  than  females, 

up  than  in  the  other  case.    The  capsu-  seems  incontrovertible. 

1^  ligament  was  entire.  On  examining  It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the 

the  head,  the  dura  mater  was  found  in  table  of  deaths,  that  they  are  very  few 

some  places  adherent  to  the  subjacent  compared  with  the  number  admitted, 

membrane.    The  substance  of  the  brain  From  a  calculation  which  I  made  four 

was  softened*.     A  small  quantitv  of  or  five  years  since,  the  avera^  stay  of 

serum  was  effused  at  the  base  oi  the  each  in-door  patient  was  a  httle  more 

cranium.    Strong  pleuritic  adhesions  than  twelve  weeks,  whilst  that  of  the 

were  observed  on  the  right  side  of  the  out-door  scarcely  exceeded  ten.    Many 

ehest;  the  left  lung  was  studded  with  of  the  cases  returned  to  the  Infirmary 

tubercles  in  their  miliary  form.    The  during  several  successive  seasons:    F 

left  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  hyper-  have  purposely  avoided  a  repetition  of 

trophied ;  the  valves  of  the  aorta  were  them,  as  they  would  not  have  increased 

highly  inflamed,  as  were  also  the  mitral,  the  value,  but  merely  added  to  the  bulk, 

The  liver  was  indurated.  of  the  table. 

ExpUmatim  (fthe  Table-— It  will  be    

seen,  on  referring  to  the  table,  that  the  Tjixir" 

cases  of  hip  disease  and  lumbar  abscess  STAMMERING. 

are  each  divided  into  three   distinct  

parts ;  and  that  from  the  year  1833  to  _   ..    _ ...       /•  ^x    w-  j.    ,  ^     s^ 

1838  the  number  of  hip  ca^es  had  con-  ^"^  *^'  ^*'^'-  ^  '*'  ^^'^^^  ^^'*^'' 

8idend>ly  decreased,    whilst  those  of  Sir, 

lumbar  abscess,  during  the  same  period.  Several  friends  who  have  been  aware 

had  increased.     As  I  formeriy  stated,  of  the  success  which,  for  the  last  six 

that  from  the  year  1827  to  1832  I  con-  months,  I  have  had,  in  curing  stam- 

sidered  the  diapiosis  of  these  respective  mering    by  surgical    operation,    have 

diseases  defective,   I  have  subdivided  called  my  attention  to  paragraphs  which 

the  table,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  i^ave  appeared  in  various  newspapers 

into  periods  of  six  years :  the  remain-  on  that  subject,  by  which  it  is  made  to 

ing  two  years,    1839  and   1840,    are  appear  a  still  more  recent  discovery  of 

therefore  necessarily  separated  from  it.  others.      About  six  months  ago  my 

The  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  it  attention  was  first  drawn  to  thM  sub- 
are  by  no  means  devoid  of  interest;     

__«_  •  The  number  of  patienU  admitted  from  the. 

?ear  1837  to  ISIO  are  as  foIIowR :  —  Males,  4092 ; 
^ emaleSf  8662:  makinff  only  a  dWercnce  of  480 

Id  the  latter  stages  of  acrofuions  disease,  and  the  in  favour  of  the  males,— which,  if  divided  amonr 

brmin  ia  g^encrally  in  some  part,  or  occasionally  the  various  maladies  from  which  thoy  sult'ercd, 

throughout  the  whole  of  its  substance,  in  a  state  the  number  would  still  be  too  small  to  aflfect  the 

of  ramolUssement.  statement. 
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ject  particularly,  from  several  patieilts,    tbnsil  or  tonsils.     I  had  ^  nast  in^^! 
who  were  severely  affected  with  this    terestins;  case  of  this  kind,  which  t 
malady,  applying  to  me.    Ud  to  that    operated  upon  on  the  7th  of  October 
time  I  had  considered  it  to  be  a  ner-    last,  which  remains  perfectly  well  to 
vous  affection,  or  an  ac^oired  habit,  to    this  time.    With  the  instrument  I  use 
be  overcome  by  constitutional   treat-    for  the  purpose  this  can  be  done  in 
ment,  and  particular  attention  in  the    patients  of  an^  age  in  a  few  seconds, 
use  of  the  vocal  organs.    Amongst  the    with  perfect  safety  and  very  little  paim 
number  of  patients  who  daily  consulted    Any  other  timior,  in  such  a  situation^ 
me,  I  had  found  so  many  other  com-    might  produce  similar  effects,  and  there- 
plaints,  generally  considex^  incurable,    fore  ought  to  be  removed  with  the 
to  be  amenable  to  surgical  treatment,    same  view.    It  is  quite  dehehtM  to 
that  the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  stam-    witness  the  instant  relief  imoided  by 
mering  might  possibly  arise  from  some    such  operations.    Patients  who  were 
physical  defect,  and  be  capable  of  beinff    not  able  to  titter  a  single  -setitence  dis- 
reheved  by  surgical  operation ;   and  I    tinctly,  enabled  to  speak  correctly,  and 
therefore  directed  my  attention  to  the    with  ease,  instantaneously )  and  oUiers, 
examination  of  these  patients  with  this    who  were  aJmost  entirely  deaf,  instantly 
view.      I    very  soon    discovered  that    restored  to  the  possession  of  the  valor- 
stammering  was  associated  with  a  rigid    able  sense  of  hearing.    I  was  compelled 
state  of  the  tongue  in  the  majority  of    to  perform  these  operations  sometimes 
instances,  which  would  naturally  pre-    surrounded  by  twenty  or  thirty  .pa- 
vent  the  free  and  prompt  action  of  the    tients,  so  that  the  accuracy  of  what  is 
epiglottis  requirea   for  permitting  or    here  stated  is  well  known  to  hundreds 
restraining  the  passage  of  air  through    who  have  witnessed  titem. 
the  glottis  in  the  quantity  necessary        I  consider  it  an  important  fact  to 
for   a   free  and   correct   enunciation,    state  that,  in  some  cases  from  a  dia- 
The  free  division  of  the  freenum  ap-    tance,  in  which  I  had  not  an  oppor* 
peared  to  me  to  be  the  most  easy  and    timity  of  watching  the  progress  of  the 
natural  mode  of  relieving  this,  and  I    cure,  and  preventmg  the  <uvided  parts, 
operated  accordingly.    Tne  effect    of    cicatrizing  in  their  former  contracted 
the  operation  was  the  instant  removal    state,  the  stammering,  which  was  com- 
of  the  complaint,  and  which,  being  so    pletely  removed  by  the  operation,  wae 
evident  to  a  number  of  other  patients    about  as  bad  as  at  first  when  the  parte 
who  were  present  at  the  time,  tneir  re-    were  so  closed ;  but  a  redivinon  of  tnese 
port  of  this  success  induced  others  to    parts,  and  restoration  of  freedom  to  Uie 
apply  to  me,  so  that  I  have  had  two    tongue,  had  again  the  effect  of  imme- 
or  three  patients  in  succession  under-    diatel^  removing  the  malady  j  and  by 
going  the  operation ;  and,  of  the  scores    attention  to  guard  against  its  closing  in 
of  cases  I  have  had,  I  think  there  have    the  contracted  state,  the  cure  has  been 
not  been  more  than  one  or  two  which    permanent  for  the  last  five  months,  and 
have  not  been  benefited,  whilst  most    therefore,  it  may  be  presumed,  will  now 
have  been  entirely  cured.     Although    remain  so  for  life.    Stammering  and 
division  of  the  freenum  will  succeed  in    coughing  are   occasionally  associated 
many  cases,  it  will  not  in  aU,  but  may    with  a  lelaxed  or  hypertiophied  uvida, 
be  rendered  efiicient  in  such  cases  by    a  portion  of  which  f  always  excise  in 
a  farther  division  at  the  symphysis  of    such  cases.    It  may  also  arise  from  a 
the  lower  jaw.    Other  cases  1  found  to    relaxed  state  of  the  fauces,  for  which 
depend  on  an  obstruction  to  the  free    astringent  and  stimulant  gargles,  bli»- 
motion  of  the  tongue,  and  especially  to    ters,  and  constitutional  treatment^  may 
its  permitting  the  free  opening  of  the    be  required.    When  it  is  a  purely  ner- 
glottis  I  not  trom  its  bein^  bridled  down,    vous  affection  I  know  nothing  new  to 
but  to  its  being  pressed  down  by  en-    recommend  in  such  cases, 
largementof  the  tonsils — a  disease  which        It  mav  be  difficult  to  assign  the  tme 
I  have  known  go  so  far  as  to  cause  not    cause,  physiologically,  of  theoomplauit. 
only  stammering,  but  inability  to  arti-    My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  rigia  state 
culate  a  single  word  distinctly,  and  at    of  the  tongue  prevents  the  epiglottis 
the  same  time  producing  deafoess  bv    rising  sufficiently  to  permit  the  free 
pressing  upon  the  eustachian  tubes.  AU    passage  of  air,  and  its  acting  with  the 
these  defects  I  have  found  instantly  to    promptness  necessaij^  to  produce  free 
be  removed  by  excision  of  t)ie  enlarged    and  correct  enunciation. 
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I  undentaad  it  is  given  as  Diefibn-  Held  of  inqniiy,  and  diflfuse  its  blessings 

Imsh's   opinion,    that   stammenng  is  more  extensively   on   mankind   than 

<»U8ed  b^  the  inability  to  touch  the  could  be  effected  were  it  confined  to  a 

palate  with  the  tongue.  ^  I  have  the  few  practitioner8.~I  am,  sir, 
highest  respect  for  any  opinion  of  that  Your  obedient  servant, 

ingenious  and  dexterous  suigeon,  bat  Jamxs  Braid,  M.R.C.S. 

eandour  compels  me  to  say,  that  if  such      lo,  FicouiiUy,  Mandiester, 
is  really  his  opinion,  I  must  di&r  from  Uarch  s,  i84i. 

him  on  this  poinL    I  have  all  along  — 

been  aware  that  in  many  cases  the  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS, 

bridling  of  the  tongue  rendered  it  dif*  

tongue,  when  the  jaws  are  separated  «.... 
to  any  extent;  but  this  I  consider  -,,,.'  ,  .  .  .  « 
as  only  a  concomitant  effect,  not  the  ^«^««*»m«-  «»  Inmdnf  tnto  the  Ex^ 
cause  of  stammering,  which,  as  al-  ^^^  .^^'*:  amd  CoiuequenceM  of 
vendy  stated,  I  was,  and  am  of  opinion,  ProHiUitumtn  Ethnhw^^h,  By  Wil- 
arises  from  an  obstruction  to  the  free  l*!*^  o"^' ^"'^o^o'  ^'  Edinburgh, 
action  of  the  epiglottis,  and  the  effect  *^**'-  ®^^-  PP-  268. 
resulting  therefirom  on  the  vocal  cords  **  Man,''  quoth  Aristotle,  '^  is  a  mimetic 
and  other  parts  of  the  vocal  organs,  animal;"  and  nowhere  is  the  maxim 
including  the  free  motion  of  the  tongue  of  the  Stagyrite  more  frequently  exem> 
itself.  In  proof  of  this  I  may  instance  plified  tlian  in  Hterature.  Let  a  man 
the  following  facts : — One  patient,  on  write  a  good  book  on  any  subject,  and 
whom  I  operated  to-day,  two  yesterday,  the  press  strai^tway  groans  with 
and  one  two  days  before,  had  the  power  counterfeits.  Historical  novels,  and 
of  pressing  the  tongue  along  the  palate  mock  Byrons,  will  immediately  occur 
when  the  mouth  was  very  much  opened,  to  every  reader.  Parent -Ducnatelet, 
,  and  could  protrude  it  about  an  inch  and  again,  wrote  a  very  remarkable  treatise 
'  a  half  beyond  the  lips ;  circumstances  on  prostitution  as  it  exists  in  Paris ;  on 
to  which  I  called  the  attention  of  se-  which  others  must  needs  bring  out 
vezal  individuals  present  at  the  time,  books  not  remarkable^  on  the  same 
Two  were  instantly  cured  by  the  ope-  social  defect  in  other  cities ;  e,  ff,  the 
ration  performed,  and  the  other  two  work  before  us.  The  author  is  unable 
were  greatly  improved.  Being  so  fa-  to  deal  with  his  subject.  No  one,  we 
milmr  with  sucq  cases  I  was  enabled  believe,  cries  up  prostitutes  as  saints 
to  predict,  before  operating  upon  the  and  angels ;  but  no  man  of  sense  in- 
latter  cases,  that  the  improvement  would  veighs  against  them  in  the  style  of  a 
be  only  partial.  school-boy's  theme,  or  would  propose, 
It  is  curious  that  Bieffenbach  in  like  our  author,  that  their  oadis  should 
Germany,  Mr.  Yearsley  in  London,  be  rejected  in  courts  of  justice.  Nor  is 
mvself  in  Manchester,  and  perhaps  he  happier  in  his  statistical  details; 
others  elsewhere,  should  have  been  for  if  Iiondon  contains  only  8000  pros- 
prosecuting  the  same  subject,  about  titutes,  as  he  s^poses  at  page  5,  aofe, 
the  same  time,  in  a  somewnat  similar  more  than  5000  of  them  cannot  die 
manner,  and  each  probably  without  any  every  year,  as  he  imagines  at  page  247. 
knowledge  of  what  the  other  was  doing.  At  the  same  page  he  adopts  Dr.  Ryan's 
Could  you,  or  any  ofyour  readers,  favour  statement,  that  since  the  institution  of 
me  with  information  as  to  the  date  of  Magdalen  •  asylums  in  London,  four 
their  first  operations  ?  For  my  own  miluons  of  women  have  been  saciifieed 
part  I  can  honestly  say,  I  was  not  by  prostitution.  As  these  asylums 
aware  of  any  of  their  ideas  or  practice  have  not  existed  a  century,  this  makes 
in  this  affection  until  within  the  last  more  than  40,000  a  year,  —  a  con- 
three  weeks,  although  I  had  been  prac-  siderable  number  to  be  sacrificed 
tising  it  successfully  for  the  last  six  out  of  a  population  of  6000 ;  not  to 
monSis;  and  now,  by  the  advice  of  mention  that  this  mortality  is  greater 
some  of  my  professional  friends,  I  sub-  than  the  number  of  all  the  deaths 
mit  these  remarks  to  the  profession,  among  the  men,  women,  and  children 
with  the  hope  that  they  may  excite  of  London,  within  the  given  period, 
others  to  labour  in  the  same  interesting  But  enough  of  this  book. 
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Obfervatums  on  the  ReHgioms  Dehtakms  so  imperiously  demanded  by  common 

0f  Insane  Perwms,  and  on  the  PracH^  genacr  a«  well  as  by  higher  connden- 

cabihty.  Sqfetv,  and  Expechency  qf  tions,  that  it  wdifficitlt  to  conjectare 
imparting  to  them  Chnsttan  Instruc-       ,     '  .  ,        .    -   ,  ,- 

tion,Src.    By  Nathaniel  Bingham,  what  any  right-minded  man  could  urge 

M.R.C.S.  &c.    London,  1841.    Syo.  against  its  immediate  adoption.     All 

pp.  213.  prospective  and  promissory  oaths  are 

Mb.  Bingham  believes  that  religions  m  their  nature  dangerous,  even  when 

instruction  is  not  sufficientiy  attended  ^^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^  j^^ 
to  m  madhouses ;  m  some,  oivme  ser-      ._        jt^.,.        i.ni_        -j^ 

vice  is  not  performed  at  all,  and  in  observed  j  but  what  shall  be  said  of 

others,  with  indifference.     If  we  un-  oaths  taken  to  observe  laws  which,  by 

derstand  him  aright,  he  would  wish  a  universal  eonsent,  are  obsolete  ? 
zealous  and  animated  preacher  to  be        Another  part  of  the  Dean  of  Ely's 
introduced    into    each    asylum,    who  i     ^v  ^  .       i_-  i.  i.  il 

should  endeavour  to  rouse  the  melan-  ^^'^^  ^^  »«  ^^^^^  ^  proposes  aUc- 

cholic  patients  by  his  fervour,  while  rations  in  the  system  of  education,  is, 

he  sootned  those  who  were  already  in  of  course,  more  open  to  controversy  f 

a  state  of  excitement    He  thinks  that  though  even  here  his  suggestions  are 

this  would  not  tend  to  the  increase  of     ,  .1  -  •  j 

religious  insanity  ^judicent  peritiores,  «?^y«  ^^"^  <>^  *  sagacious  and  expe- 

The  author  does  not  see  wny  atten-  rienced  man,  and  must  be  useful  to 

dance   on   divine    service  should   be  those  whom  they  do  not  entirely  per- 

voluntary  in  madhouses,  while  it  is  guade.       In   the  general  tone  of  its 

compulsory  in  private  families  and  col-  examinations,  the  University  of  Can^ 

leges.     We  can  see  one  reason  for  it,  ,   .  _  '  .        ^         _  , 

among  others.   In  the  latter  cases  each  ^"^  appears  to  us  to  have  steered  the 

individual  is  supx)08edto  be  of  the  same  due  course  between  extreme  severity 

sect ;  not  so  in  the  former.    Would  any  and  indecent  leniency,— the  Scylla  and 

decent  person  compel  Catholics,  Bap-  charybdis  by  which  examinations  are  • 
tists,  Unitanans,  and  Swedenborgians,        ,      „        ,  ,     -/.  •     .• 

to  be  present  at  our  Church  of  Eng-  naturally  endangered,    IfexaminaUona 

land  service?  Mr.  Bineham's  book  is  are  made  so  severe  that  only  a  hand- 
far  too  lonj,  and  is  lusthr  obnoxious  to  ful  of  hard-working  students  can  pass 
the  quoUtion  which  adorns  our  ana-  ^y^       ^  university  is  no  longer  a  place 

lytic  department.  r     \-       ^    :i     \-         t  ai.  *. 

''  ^  of  national  education :  if  so  easy  that 

'    '^  "~  ^  every  dullard  caii  get  through,  its  de- 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  g^es  sink  in  public  esteem,  until  they 

Friday,  March  19, 1841.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^'  to  use  a  mathematical 

^_  phrase,  by  a  quantity  less   than  any 

«  Licet  omnibos,  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem  which  can  be  assigned.     Hence,  to  fix 

ArtfwMediem  tueri;  poteataa  modo  veniendi  in  the  minimum  for  a  larire  body  of  stu- 

pvblicum  sit,  dicendi  pericalum  non  recuso."  _     ^  ,        °  /  ^.  _ 

CicBRo.  dents  requires  a  nice  appreciation  of 

"  average  abilities,  and  an  accurate  know- 

PROPOSED  ALTERATIONS  IN  THE  ledge  of  the  ordinary  means  of  instruct 

UNIVERSITY  OP  CAMBRIDGE.  tion. 
In  om-  article  of  the  26th  of  February,  The  present  system  of  education  ap. 
we  commented  on  the  admirable  work  P«°"  ^  have  grown  mto  shape  about 
lately  published  by  Dr.  Peacock;*  and  ^^^  ^^dle  of  the  last  century:  the 
we  avowed  our  conviction  that  the  Aristotelian  philosophy  had  long  he- 
great  reform  which  he  advocates  must  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^  *^«  8^"^^'  ^^^  ^'»«  ^ 
take  place.  We  refer  to  the  abolition  necessarily  required  to  mature  the  sys- 
of  academical  oaths-an  improvement  tem  of  studies  which  has  replaced  it. 

• — •  While  it  is  necessary  to  fix  a  mini- 

•  Obacnrations  on  the  Statutei  Qf  the  Univer-  *     ai.  -.    r   -j- 

Bity  of  Cambridfce-  ™*^"n  for  the  encouragement  of  ordinary 
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fttiidents,  it  h  not  so  obviously  requisite  speaks  of  papers  of  problems  of  ibe 

to  fix  a  miudmain  for  the  mathematical  most  disheartening  difficulty  (p.  153» 

acquirements  of  the  highest  wranglers,  note)  others  haye,  no  doubt,  been  set 

The  maximum  has,  of  course,  gone  on  in  the  same  examinations,  of  more  ap- 

increasing  in  proportion  as  the  previons  proachable  elevation;  not  to  mention 

education  of  students  has  been  better,  what  is  called  book-work,  i .  e.  theorems 

and  books  and  modes  of  teaching  at  the  and  examples  to  be  found  in  the  ordi- 

University  have  improved.    There  is  nary  books. 

such  a  thing  as  an  atmosphere  of  scien-  Dr.  Peacock,  however,  would  wish 

tific  emulation,  which  stimulates  the  to  set  a  limit  to  the  range  of  exami- 

brain  and  multiplies  the  efforts  of  the  nation,  partly  in  order  to  enable  stu- 

finer  spirits  who  are  subjected  to  its  dents  to  read  for  honours  without  "  the 

influence.  If  the  reader  will  compare,  in  stimulating  aid  of  private  tuition,"  and 

the  volume  of  "  Cambridge  Problems,"  partly  because  he  wants  to  cut  off  one 

those  p^posed  in  1801  with  those  of  term   from   the   period  of   residence 

1820;  and,  again,  those  of  L820  with  now  required  before  the  degree  of  B.A. 

the  papers  of  the  last  two  or  three  can  be  taken. 

years,  he  will  instantly  see  how  great  In  proportion  as  examinations  have 
has  been  the  progress  of  Cambridge  grown  more  difficult,  private  tuition  in 
teachingin  this  century.  Dr.  Peacock,  the  University  has  been  more  exten- 
indeed,  is' of  opinion  that  this  progress  sively  adopted.  The  majority  of  pupils 
has  been  too  great ;  that  the  questions  find  that  they  cannot  keep  up  with 
set  are  far  too  difficult,  and  that  **  no*  the  rapid  march  of  the  public  lecture- 
thing  short  of  the  most  peremptory  room  of  their  College  without  this  sub- 
orders, defining  what  shall  be  omitted,  sidiary  aid ;  and  when  the  under-gra- 
will  prevent  examinations  from  travel-  duate  is  many  months  behind-hand,  his 
ling  over  the  whole  range  of  mathema^  private  tutor  enables  him  to  continue 
tical  and  philosophical  knowledge."  his  studies,  and  even  to  obtain  a  re- 
If  the  error  has  been  committed  for  spectable  degree.  In  the  public  lec- 
the  last  two  or  three  years  of  propos-  ture-room  the  teacher  gives  one  hour 
ing  questions  so  difficult  that  even  the  to  the  whole  class ;  but  the  pupil,  unless 
best  men  cannot  answer  them,  the  mis-  his  powers  are  of  a  very  high  order, 
take  must  be  so  glaring  that  it  is  not  finds  that  an  hour  daily  is  not  more 
likely  to  be  repeated ;  but  it  is  possible  than  his  own  doubts  and  difficulties 
to  conceive  that  a  mistake  more  inju-  require;  and  this  he  obtains  from  a 
rious,  because  more  defensible,  might  private  tutor.  Hence,  although  the 
be  committed,  by  setting  many  pro-  public  lecturer  gives  a  general  view  of 
blems  so  hard  that  only  two  or  three  *  the  subject,  the  student  is  too  happy 
of  the  highest  students  could  cope  with  to  seek  for  an  explanation  of  details 
them.  Those  immediately  below  the  from  the  patience  of  his  private  tutor, 
highest  would  thus  lose  the  opportu-  It  is  clear  that  the  wished-for  object 
nity  of  ascertaining  their  relative  pro-  is  attained,  and  that  the  pupil  thus 
ficiency  in  the  most  satisfactory  man-  prepared  cuts  a  far  better  figure,  both 
ner,  and  would  be  deprived  of  the  in  the  lecture-room  and  in  the  senate- 
power  of  displaying  their  acquirements  house,  than  if  he  had  been  left  to 
to  the  best  judges  of  their  merit.  But,  struggle  on  unaided.  Yet  it  is  equally 
after  all,  we  have  rather  put  a  case  clear  that  he  who  contends  with  his 
hypothetically,  than  drawn  it  from  the  difficulties  tilone,  goes  through  a  finer 
records  of  fact ;  for  though  Dr.  Peacock  discipline  of  the  mind  than  the  self- 
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indolgeAt  iliideiit,  who^Btever^faitcb,  9t  attempdng   U>  pal  down  pritate 

leferg  to  hk  Imng  dictioiiary  of  diffi*  tuton  by  fotee  of  law,  we  would  dimi- 

cultiet.    The  former  Bjrstem  of  study  nish  their  ntimb^v  by  the  following 

is  like  the  island  of  Ithaca,  in  the  scheme.    It  is  well  known  that  in  the 

Odyssey,  t^iix<I»  &^x*  iyaih  wvptrpo^s*  i  first  annnal  College  examination,  many 

the  latter  like  the  enchanted  gardens  pupils  show  an  extremely  superficial- 

afAimida— delightful,  but  unmanning,  knowledge  of  the  sub|ectB.    Now  in* 

The  student   who   has  unrayelled  a  stead  of  attempting  to  force  such  pu- 

hundred  geometrical  problems  by  his  pils,  the  following  October,  into  the 

own   unassisted   toil,    will  be   more  second  year's  lecture  room,  where,  even 

pleased  with  his  progress,  and  better  with  a  private  tutor's  aid,  thdr  {no- 

prepared  for  the  business  of  life,  than  gress  is  almost  none,  their  Cc^ge  in- 

if  whole  volumes  of  analysis  had  been  struction  should  consist  of  a  repetition 

softened  down  for  him  by  the  ever*  of  the  first  year's  subjects.    A  patient 

ready   good-humour   of  his   teacher,  lecturer  might  instil  mudi  knowledgp 

All  this  is  perfectly  true ;   yet  if  the  into  such<men,  who  would  be  driven  to 

young  mathematician  desires  to  be  a  despairing  idleness  by  the  quick  march 

wrangler,   this   slow   but    sure   plan  of  lectures  calculated  for  the  iUie  of 

is,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  quite  their  contemporaries, 
out  of  the  question.     Br.   Peacock,        So  much  tot  the  maximum,    and 

indeed,  proposes  to  cut  the  Gordian  those  who  read  up  to  this  high  and 

knot  by  utterly   prohibiting   private  tmdefined   standard.      What    k    the 

tutors  after  the  first  year  of  University  minimum  by  which  a  B.  A.  degree  can 

residence  ;   and  would  even  disallow  be  obtained  ?    Dr.  Peacock  enables  us 

the  reading  parties  which  now  com-  to  answer  this  question.   "The  subjects 

monly  pass  the  kmg  vacation  in  the  of  examination  for  the  ordinary  degree 

country.    Such  laws,  if  enacted,  would  of  B.  A.  in  January,  1941  (the  first  year  of 

soon  share  the  fate  of  the  Elizabethan  its  introduction),aTe  portions  of  a  Greek 

statutes.    The  Dean  of  Sly  would  al«  and  Latin  author*,  the  Aets  of  the 

low  private  tutorship  during  the  fi-esh-  Apostles,  Psley's  Moral  Philosophy, 

men's  year ;  but  it  would  seem  at  leaat  the  three  first,  and  portions  of  the  sixth, 

equally  required  during  the  subsequent  books  of  Euclid,  arithmetic,  and  the 

ones:  school  recollections  may  help  the  most  elementary  ports  of  algebra,  the 

young  mathematician  through  Euclid,  doctrine  of  proportion,  and  some  of  the 

and  the  Elements  of  Algebra,  but  how  more  important  propositions  (less  than 

is  he  to  get  on  without  a  hving ,  com-  fifty  in  number)  of  statics  and  hydros- 
mentary,  when  the  public  lecturer  is .  tatics."    According  to  the  regulations 

advancing  with  giant  strides  through  which  had  been  in  force  for  about 

the  abstroser  branches  of  analysis,  and  fifteen  years  previously,  *<  the  Univer- 

their    midtiform    applications  F     Dr.  sity  required  a  eompeimU  knowledge  of 

Peacock  would  render  it  more  nearly  the  first  six  books  of  the  Iliad  of  Homer 

possible,  by  diminishing  the  range  of  and  of  the  JBndd  of  Virgil,  Paley's 

subjects ;  but  what  was  left  would  in-  Moral  Philosophy  and  Evidences  of 

evitably  be  too  much  for  the  &int^  Christianity,  the  four  first  books   of 

hearted  exertions  of  a  large  class.    It  Euclid,  arithmetic,  and  the  elements  of 

is  not  every  one  who  ismarked  out  by  algebra." 

nature  to  lead  forlorn  hopes.    Instead  


« ■<  Vor  tlili  year,  fhese  mbiecCi  are  the  Tth,  Sth, 
9th,  and  lOth  books  of  the  Iliad  of  Homer,  and 


*  Eough,  tmt  Kood  to  bring  vp'boy  in.  the  0ellQm  CsUMaariiim  of  SaHait.'' 
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.  To   penottA   ttiMK^eustomed   to   set  obtain  evfsa  an  prduuny  degRe^  horn 

pnpils  on  a  large  scale,  and  who,  thete^  his  utter  inappreheniioa  of  the  rela« 

fore,  in  their  attempted  estimates,  in-  tions  of  number  and  space;  and  he 

CTkably  substitute  pieked  for  average  would  favour  such  students  hj  com* 

performances,  both  the  late  and  present  muting  all  or  part  of  their  mathematical 

tequirements  of   the   University  will  examination  for  a  classical  one  of  con* 

appear  to  err  on  the  side  of  lenity,  siderable  range  and  severity.    This,  it 

They  may  learn  the  contrary  from  the  must  be  confessed,  is  a  doubtful  point 

Dean  of  Ely.      His   experience   has  For  while,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the 

shewn  him  that  a  laige  proportion  of  present  system,  such  students  are  often 

candidates  were  plucked  under  the  late  cut  off  from  fair  opportunities  of  dis* 

regulations;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  playing  their  classic  acquirements  in  a 

at  least  an  equal  number  will  be  re^  university  examination;  on  the  other 

jected  under  the  new.     The  inexpe**  hand,  by  the  proposed  refonn,  they 

rienced  wouM  say,  "  a  (picked)  school-  would  lose  that  wholesome  medicine  of 

boy  could  do  this;"   the  experienced  the  mind,  by  which  the  infirmities  of 

know  that  to  many  a  languid  student  their  wit  are,  as  Bacon  says,  *'  wrought 

of  twenty-one  the  difficulty  of  such  an  out." 

examination  deems  insuperable.    Nay,  The   little-go    (or  preparatory  ex- 

Dr*  Peacock  goes  further,  and  says  that  amination  in  the  Lent  term  of  the 

there  are  many  who  possess  considera-  second  year)  is   useful,  and  in   our 

ble  memory,  or  imagination,  and  who  opinion  unobjectionable ;  though  whea 

are  good  classical  scholars,  though  in-  it  first  began,  seventeen   years  ago^ 

capable  of   comprehending  the   very  some  persons  thought  that  it  would 

elements  of  mathematical  reasoning,  interfiere  with  the  preparation  for  the 

whether  in  arithmetic,  geometry,  or  ^real  go,  or  examination  for  degrees, 

algebra.    To  such  men  the  present  re-  This  does  not  appear  to  have  been 

gulations  are  not  merely  a  stumbling-  the  case,  nor,  had  it  happened  to  a 

block,  but  a  brazen  wall  of  exclusion,  slight  extent,  would  this  have  been  a 

Yet  it  is  precisely  such  men  who  would  good  argument  against  the  little-go. 

derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  these  Even  if  a  few  of  the  best  mathemati- 

severer  studies ;    as  the  Bean  himself  cians  found  the  interruption  an  embarw 

acknowledges,  and  as  Bacon  has  set  rassment,  the  interests  of  the  great 

forth  with  his  usual  felicity.  body  of  undergraduates  were  furthered 

"  Nay,  there  is  no  stand  or  impcdi-  by  this  exceUent  innovation.    Theexr 

ment  in  the  wit,  but  may  be  wrought  amination  is  always  in  one  of  the  four 

out  by  fit  studies;  like  as  diseases  of  gospels,  a  portioQ  of  a  Greek  and  a 

the  body  may  have  appropriate  exer-  Latin  author,  and  Psley's  Evidences  of 

breast,  jentle  walking  for  the  stomach,  »«  the  Goepel  of  St.  Marie,  the  first 

riding  S)r  the  head,  and  the  like;  so,  book   of  Herodotus,  and   Cieero   de 

if  a  man's  wits  be  wandering,  let  him  Senectute. 

study  the  mathematics ;  for  m  demon-  j^^  p^j,^^^^^  ^ms  some  observations 

strations,  if  his  wit  be  called   away  ,           j       ^           •     *i^     •     ^v 

never  so  little,  he  must  begin  again  •.'^  ^^  the  mode  of  exammation  in  the 

Classical  Tripos,  and  others  on  the  still 

Dr.  Peacock,  however,  natumUy  com-  weightier  ■ubject  of  professUwal  educa- 

pasnonates  the  eaae  of  a  maa  who,  tion.  bot  we  have  no  tpMe  left  to  dia. 

though  he  excels  in  clawic  lore,  cannot  cum  them. on  the  present  occasion. 

•B8MTI.  orsMUt*. 
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ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRUR6ICAL  «"*  freedom;  generally  it  was  regfolar,  but 

SOCIETY  lOinetimeB    intermittent.      An    oTerlooded 

state  of  the  stomach  was  an  occasional  cause 

Tnesday»  March  9, 1841.  of  ^^^  attacks  ;    and  in  1838,  when  the 

patient  suffered  from  "  a  severe  and  alarm- 
Da.  Williams,  Prksidkmt,  in  the  chair,  ing  succession  of  fits,"  the  pulse  fell  to  12, 

10,  9,  8,  and,   at  three  or   four   different 

times,  was  counted  as  low  as  7 1  in  a  minute. 

Dr.  Clkndinnixg  moved  that  the  thanks  of  ^"®  ^^  ^^**®  attacks  ended  in  the  death  of 

the  society  should  be  returned  to  their  late  *hcpaticnt,  in  April  1840. 

President,  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  for  hia  nume-  ,    ^!  exammation  of  the  body  was  made 

rous  services,   and  his  admirable  conduct  °l,^F'   r?*^^'        '^  '''*?!V®P^'^j*^® 

while  he  occupied  the  chair.     The  motion  roUowmg    is    extracted :  —  "  The    mcduDR 

was  seconded  by  Mr.  Amott,  and  carried  oWongata  was  smaU  m  size,  and  extremely 

unanimonslv.  "^^  ^^  consistence;  the  foramen  magnum 

Mr.    Partridge  moved,   and   Mr.    Davis  ™  "^^^^  »"  shape,  the  antero-posterior 

seconded,  the  thanks  of  the  society  to  Mr.  diameter  being  much  dimmished ;  the  supe- 

Amott,  their  late  Treasurer.     The  motion  ^^  P"^  ®^  '^?  odontoid  process  of  the  axis 

was  carried  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Amott  *PP«arcd  to  have  been  pushed  back,  and 

returned  thanks,  congratukting  the  society  "p^ewhat  raised  above  its  usual  situation ; 

on    the  improved   state   of  their  finances.  **^«  antero-postenor  diameter  was  so  much 

Six  yean  ago  he  received  a  balance  of  five  5"/*^™'  "***  »*  7°"*"  °®*        ,^i  ^  ^® 

pounds  from  his  predecessor ;  he  had  lately  ^***«  .***«?■  J   **»«  ^^  mater  and  ligament 

transferred  to  his  successor  scarcely   less  cohering  the  postjjnor  part  of  the  body  of 

than  six  hundred.  ™®  ^^^  ^^^  much  thickened  ;  the  atlas  was 

Dr.  Webster  moved  the  thanks  of  the  ™  **"  ^'^^  situation,  but  the  articular  cavi- 

sodety  to  their  late   Secretary,  Dr.   Lee.  *|*"  ^^^.  *™'y  ossified  to  the  condyles  of 

Mr.  Davis  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  "1®  occipital  bone,  and  permitted  no  motion 

carried  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Lee  returned  "^^^^  between  the  aUas  and  skull.''   The 

QigQ]^^  patient  never  had  paralysis,  nor  alkalescent 

urine;   neither  did  he  suffer  from  pain  in 

A  Que  of  Shw  Pulse,  with  Fainting  fits,  t^c  neck  after  the  first  few  weeks  from  the 

which Jirat  came  on  two  years  after  an  ^^^^^^^* 

injury  qf  the  neek  from  a  fall,  and  proved 

fatal  five  yeare  and  three  months  after  the  The  discussion  which  followed  the  reading 

^eeideni.      By  T.   H.   Holbkrtok,   of  of  the  paper  was  rather  diffuse  in  its  objecte ; 

Hampton,  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the  ^^,  therefore  give  an  orderly  analysis  of  the 

Queen  Dowager.  principal  parts  of  it,   in  lieu  of  a  r^ular 

report. 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Cscsar  Hawkins  questioned  the  ex- 
64  yean  of  i^e,  who  received  an  obscure  istencc  of  any  connection  between  the  acci> 
injury  to  the  neck  from  a  fall  from  his  horae,  dent  and  the  slowness  of  the  pulse.  Nothing 
in  December  1834.  From  this  injury  he  was  accurately  known  of  the  condition  of 
slowly  recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  the  patient's  pulse  previous  to  the  accident : 
complained  only  of  some  difficulty  in  moving  the  patient  had  been  a  healthy  man,  and  not 
his  head.  Nothing  further  was  remarked  examined  by  any  medical  attendant ;  nor 
respecttngthis gentleman untilJanuary  1837^  was  there  any  indication  of  an  affection  of 
when  he  had  a  fainting  fit,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  the  spinal  cord  till  two  yean  had  elapsed 
of  Stamford,  then  observed  for  the  firet  time  from  the  time  of  the  injury  :  in  the  interval 
that  his  pulse  beat  only  20  in  a  minute,  the  patient  had  been  well,  and  had  had  the 
From  this  time  he  had  similar  attacks,  at  perfect  use  of  his  limbs,  without  any  indi. 
irregular  intervals,  and  firom  various  causes,  cation  whatever  of  paralysis.  It  was  not 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  from  ex-  probable  either  that  the  effects  of  such  an 
citement  at  a  horse-race  and  long  fasting ;  injury  as  was  supposed  to  have  been  re- 
and  another  in  the  following  June,  from  a  ceived  should  be  delayed  for  two  yean ;  nor 
somewhat  similar  cause.  In  the  latter  that,  had  it  been  delayed,  its  paralyzing  in- 
instance,  his  pulse  was  25  in  a  minute,  fiuence  should  be  limited  to  a  single  organ — 
Wlien  the  author  firat  saw  him,  in  March  the  heart.  Besides,  it  appeared  that  the  fits 
1837,  his  ordinary  pulse  was  33;  but  it  was  to  which  the  patient  was  subject  were 
easily  altered.  -Mental  excitement  usually  always  brought  on  by  some  disordered  con- 
increased  it ;  and,  in  general,  this  was  dition  of  the  stomach,  such  as  from  over- 
followed  by  a  corresponding  slowness  of  the  eating,  or  accidental  distension  of  it ;  just  as 
pulse,  and  often  by  a  fidnting  fit.  The  was  ordinarily  the  case  with  those  who 
general  charactera  of  the  pulse,  when  suffered  from  either  fnm^onal  or  organic 
the  patient  felt  well,  were  firmness,  fulness,  disease  of  the  heart  without  any  coincident 


ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY.  957 

difleaae  of  the  spinal  cord.     From  these  facts  redaction  or  an  irregularity  of  the  heart's 

he  could  not  help  regarding  the  case  as  only  action,  follow  destruction  of  the  spinal  cord, 

one  of  those  which  occur  not  unfrequently.  That  extended  paralysis  did  not  ensue  from 

in  which  the  pulse  is  peculiarly  slow ;   and  the  compression  of  the  cord,  was  ezplicahle, 

though  it  might  he  difficult,  as  it  is  in  many  he  thought,  hy  the  circwnstanoe  of  the  com- 

of  tlMm,  to  point  out  the  cause  of  the  slow-  pression  being  gradually  made.     It  was  not 

ness,  he  could  not  see  any  reason  to  believe  the  immediate  result  of  the  injury  of  the 

that  it  was  connected  with  the  ii\jury,  if  any  Tertebral  column,  but  rather  of  thickening 

of  real  importance  ezLtted,  of  the  spinal  of  the  ligaments ;  and  it  therefore  resembled 

cord.  those  cases,  of  which  many  were  on  record, 

Mr.  Amott  took  the  same  view  of  the  in  which  tumors  growing  within  the  canal, 

case.      There  was  no    evidence  that  the  and  gradually  compressing  the  medulla  spi- 

patient  had  not  always  had  a  slow  pulse  ;  nalb,  did  not  produce  paralysis, 

and  numerous  cases  were  recorded  of  pulses  Dr.  Addison  related  a  case  very  closely 

as  low,  or  nearly  as  low,  as  in  this,  without  resembling  that  recorded  in  the  paper.     It 

the  existence  of  any  disease  of  the  spinal  was  that  of  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  lately, 

cord.     Mr.  Mayo  had  once  read  a  paper  at  but  only  once,  seen,  who  had  always  had 

the  College  of  Physicians,  in  which  he  had  (as  his  medical  attendants  had  often  told 

collected  a  great  number  of  cases  of  the  him,)  a  remarkably  slow  pulse.     It  was  only 

kind,  one  of  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  com-  of  late,  however,  that  this  had  been  accom- 

municated  to  him ;   but  in  no  one  of  these  panied  by  any  important  symptoms ;    but 

was  the  slowness  of  pulse  at  all  connected  now  he  was  subject  to  frequent  fits,  of  a  kind 

with  injury  or  disease  of  the  spinal  cord,  something  like  epilepsy,  but  dependent  on 

On  the  other  hand,  cases  were  on  record  in  the  singular  action  of  the  heart.     The  way 

which,  with  injury  of  the  cord,  such  as  was  in  which  these  fits  came  on  was  as  follows: — 

hem  supposed  to  have  taken  place,  the  pulse  the  heart  ordinarily  beats  about  24  or  26 

remained  unaltered.     AU  the  circumstances  times  in  a  minute,  every  pulsation  being  very 

of  the  patient's  history  concurred  to  prove  strong  and  fulL      But  on  the  approach  of  a 

that  the  injury  and  the  slowness  of  pulse  fit,  the  pulsations  become  grallually  more 

were  only  accidental  coincidences,  but  had  and  more  frequent,  till  they  reach  about  the 

no  necessary  connection  with  each  other.  natural  standard  of  between  60  and  70  in  a 

Other  members  believed  that  the  slowness  minute ;  and  then,  after  a  time,  there  sud- 
of  pulse  must  have  been  the  consequence  of  denly  ensues  a  dead  stop  of  the  pulse,  and 
the  injury ;  and,  for  its  explanation,  Mr.  immediately  the  fit  comes  on.  It  consists 
Gregory  Smith  asked  whether  the  vertebral  of  a  great  agitation  of  the  limbs,  with  a 
arteries  had  been  examined,  and  Mr.  Bransby  staring  openness  of  the  eyes,  and  inaensibUity ; 
Cooper  whether  they  or  the  nervus  vagus  and  always  lasts  till  the  pulse  again  bc^gias 
high  up  in  the  neck  and  in  the  skull  had  to  be  perceptible.  Thisisoftenaoonaidere- 
been  seen.  Mr.  Liston  said  it  was  so  long  hie  time  ;  he  could  not  say  exactly  how  long, 
since  he  made  the  examination,  that  he  but  certainly  very  long  for  a  man  to  be  with- 
really  could  not  remember  what  the  con-  out  any  pulse.  As  the  fit  passes  off,  the 
dition  of  these  parts  was.  Mr.  Bransby  heart  begins  to  act  with  its  ordinary  slow 
Cooper  thought  the  narrowing  of  the  upper  rhythm,andthtts  it  continues  till  the  approach 
part  of  the  vertebral  canal  was  such  that  the  of  another  fit,  when  it  again  beeomee  ac- 
vertebral  arteries  must  have  been  com-  oelerated,  then  stops ;  and  then  again,  as  the 
pressed ;  and  if  this  were  the  case,  the  patient  recovers,  resumes  its  usual  pace.  It 
symptoms  admitted  at  once  of  explanation  was  remarkable,  that,  so  long  as  the  pulse 
from  the  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  circula-  remained  between  20  and  30,  every  one  of 
tion,  to  which  such  an  obstacle  to  the  pas-  the  violent  contractions  of  the  heart  was 
sage  of  its  blood  was  always  known  to  accompanied  by  a  very  loud  grating  bruit, 
give  rise.  so  loud  and  so  diffused  that  he  could  not  say 
Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  also,  believing  whether  it  proceeded  from  the  aortic  or  the 
that  there  was  a  connection  of  consequence  mitral  valves ;  but  as  soon  aa  the  pube  be- 
between  the  injury  and  the  slowness  of  the  came  more  frequent,  the  bruit  at  once  ceased, 
pulse,  referred  to  cases  in  which  the  same  and  did  not  return  till  the  puke  again  became 
symptom  followed  analogous  conditions  of  slow,  and  the  contractions  of  the  heart  few 
the  cerebral  and  spinal  circulation.  The  but  very  forcible.  He  had  examined  the 
ordinary  case  of  fainting  was  such  an  one ;  state  ofihe  respiration  in  this  patient,  but  it 
the  slowness  of  the  pulw  in  apoplexy  from  was  not  matenally  affected.  Since  he  had 
the  compression  of  the  brain  was  also  a  seen  him,  his  regular  medical  attendant  had 
similar  phenomenon ;  and  more  than  these,  informed  him  that  ha  was  in  nearly  the  same 
the  experiments  of  Legallois  rendered  the  state ;  that  the  fits  had,  however,  been  ren- 
connection  of  injury  of  the  cord  with  dis-  dered  less  frequent  by  the  use  of  stimulants ; 
ordered  action  of  the  heart  probable,  for  he  but  tfiat,  on  one  occasion,  the  pulse  had  beat 
had  constantly  found  such  disorder,  either  a  only  17  times  in  a  minute,  and  that,  at  this 
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time,  tlie  pnlnCkms  sad  tlie  respiralloiw  had  Dr.  B«r«e,  kovevev,  Mt  paMuadea,  tliaC 

onctlj  oomvponded.     He  had  deteoted  ia  now  thatt  the  attention  of  gentlemen  waa 

this  caae  a  aonroe  of  ihUaoy,    which  he  drawn  to  each  cases,  th^  would  not  Cul  te 

thonght  it  prohable  had  existed  in  many  of  find  his  opinion  corrohon^ed.     He  did  not 

those  raoorded  as  exanplea  of  alow  poises,^  regard  hypertrophy  as  a  disease ;  it  waa  only 

namely,  that  though  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  the  same  thing  ooeurring  in  the  heait  aa 

was  thus  inlreqaent,  the  oentraetions  of  the  takes  place  in  any  muscle  that  is  much  ez- 

heart  were  more  numerous ;   tor  he  had  crted,— in  the  muscles  of  a  smith'a  arm,  for 

fonnd,  with  tfas  stethoscope,  that  hctween  example:   it  was  the  result  of  .the  power 

eaeh  of  the  violent  contractions  of  the  heart  which  muscles  seem  naturally  to  possess  of 

tfasreoecnmd  one  veiy  gentile  oontracftioa,  enlarging  themsdves,  so  that  they  way  be 

too  weak  to  propagate  any  impolae  to  thtf  adapted,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  any  woilr 

artery  at  the  wriat.  which  they  are  called  on  to  perform. 

Mr.  Peiry  thought  tfala  source  of  fellacy    ^ ^ 

might  hare  been  oyerl6oked  in  the  case  that 

had  been  read.     It  was  barely  possible  tlial  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS. 

a  man  diould  fire  with  a  heart  beating  only 

seven  times  in  a  minute  {  but  it  was  certain  -.-« 

that  a  circulation  waa    often  mafaitained,  j,^  ^^^  jg^^^  ^  fj^^  Meiicai  Gazette. 

though  the  pulae  at  tiie  wrist  could  not  be 

fielt ;  as,  for  example,  in  cases  of  diokra.  °iBt 

Dr.  Bume,  having  asked  whether  the  con*  Airsii  haying  given  Hie  TepoH  of  the  Com- 

dition  of  the  great  arteries  in  this  caae  had  mittee  appointed  by  the  College  of  Physieiana 

been  examined,  and  being  answered  in  the  on  the  subject  of  medical  reform  a  perusal, 

n^ative,  expreased  hia  suspicion  that  they  I  was  gratified  with  the  first  resolution  which 

might  have  been  the  main  cause  of  the  slow-  was  proposed,  namely,  that  it  is  expedient 

Bess  of  (he  pulse.     He  thought  too  much  that  all  physicians  now  practising  throughout 

atresa  were  laid  on  what  waa  called  diaeasea  England  and  Wales,  with  a  diploma  of  M.D., 

of  the  heart.    He  had  met  with  many  cases  obtained  firom  any  British  University,  and 

In  which  Jrr^gularity  of  the  pulae  had  existed  who  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-ax 

to  m  great  extent,  and  in  which  no  cause  for  years,  should  be  entitled  to  admission  into 

It  waa  found  but  extenaive  disease  of  the  the  order  of  licentiates  of  the  College,  with- 

arteries ;  the  heart  itaelf  bdng,  except  for  out  any  examination,  but  upon  Sie  pay- 

the  hypertrc^hy  which  was  induced  in  it  by  ment  of  fees  hereafter  to  be  determined. 

the  necessity  for  excessive  exertion,  perfectly  There  are  two  or  three  things,  however, 

healthy.     He  thought  it  probable  that,  in  connected  with  this  primary  and  very  pru- 

Or.  Addiaon's  case,  sometiiing  of  this  kind  dentiai  resolution,  which  I  think  it  would  be 

existed.      In  these  cases,    l£e  circulation  only  right  and  proper  to  attend  to,  namely, 

kMng  the  assistance  which  it  ordinarily  re-  that  no  physician  who  acts  as  a  general  prac- 

oeiveB  firom  the  arteries,  the  whole  burden  titioner,  (uiat  is,  one  who  acts  at  the  same 

of  carrying  it  on  ia  thrown  upon  the  heart,  time  as  a  surgeon  and  apotiiecary),  should 

which  foretime,  growing  larger  and  stronger,  be  allowed  to  be  admitted  to  the  privilege 

Is  aufficient  for  the  purpose.     But  after  a  which  it  holds  out,  unless  he  forthwith  gives 

time,  the  blood  aoeumulating  more  and  more,  np  acting  as  a  general  practitioner.     And 

tiie  heart  esn  no  longer  propel  it  witii  the  the  next  thing  is,  that  the  fee  of  admission 

neceassry  foree,  and  then  it  becomes  irregular  be  made  as  low  as  possible,  as  there  are  but 

in  its  action ;  and  at  last,  its  efforts  growii^  few  physicians  who  could  conveniently  af- 

less  and  less  availing,  the  bloodceasea  to  be  ford  to  pay  one  of  much  amount.     And 

moved,  and  die  patient  dies.  perhaps  it  would  not  be  a  bad  principle  by 

Dr.  Addiaon  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  which  to  regulate  the  scale  of  the  amount  of 

opinion  of  irregularity  of  the  pulse  being  fees,  by  the  length  of  time  each  physician 

ever  dependent  on  disease  of  the  arteries  has  been  in  practice ;  say  for  periods  of  five, 

alone;   he  had  never  met  with  a  case  in  ten,    fifteen,    and    twenty  years  and  up- 

whidi  it  had  so  occurred.  wards ;  and  that  the  fee  for  the  last  period 

Dr.  Jamea  Johnson  also  said  that  he  had  should  be  merely  nominal,  as  any  benefit 

never  yet  aeen  a  case  of  irregular  action  of  accruing  to  them  would  not  be  so  durable* 

the  pulse  without  disease  of  the  heart,  and  and,  consequently,  not  of  equal  importance. 

altogether  doubted  the  possibility  of  such  an  And   perhaps  physicians  of  seven  or  ten 

occurrence.         years'  appointment,  at  any  public  hospital^ 

Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Winiams  concurred  in  the  or  dispensary,  might  be  allowed  to  be  Ucen- 

same  opinion.    He  could  not  call  to  mind  a  tiates  at  the  lowest  fee  of  admission, 

single  one  in  whieh  tiie  pulae  had  been  And  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  a 

irr^^ular  from  mere  disease  of  the  large  registry-board  should  be  established  at  the 

arteries,    the   heart    and  its  valves  being  county  town  in  each  county  in  England  and 

healthy.  'Wales,  in  order  tiiat  every  phyndan^  in 


PETITION  OF  THE  OOLLBGB  OF  PHYSICIANS. 


be  ttqdnd  to  be 
i^Qgiatered,  in  eddidon  to  the  general  boerd 
of  KgietntioB  aft  the  College  of  Phynaaiu. 

Mkdiovs. 


MEDICAL  REFORM. 
FKn-nuw  raoM  ths  coll.  or  phtbicians. 


To  ike  H9momrmkU  the  CowmumM  ff  the 
Untied  Kmgdom  ef  Great  Briimm  tmd 
Ireiamd^  m  PmHimmemi  aaeembled. 

Hie  hnnble  PetHioa  of  tbe  Preddeiit 
and  College  or  Commonalty  of  the 
Fkcoltj  of  Phync  in  London,  vnder 
their  common  aeaL 

Shbwcth, — That  a  Bill  ia  now  pending  in 
your  Honoorable  House,  entitled  "  A  Bill 
for  tbe  better  goTcmment  of  the  Medical 
Proienion  in  Oncat  Britain  and  Irdand.'* 

That  the  Royal  College  of  Physidana  of 
London  was  incorporated  by  Royml  Charter 
of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  Charter 
was  confirmed  and  recognized  by  several 
Acts  of  Parliament ;  that  it  has  eiisted  and 
exercised  its  jorisdiction  through  many 
changes  in  society  during  300  years,  and 
has  included  among  its  membera  many  of 
the  most  learned  men  which  this  ebuntiy 
has  produced. 

niat  under  its  jurisdictioti  and  superin- 
tendence the  profession  of  a  Physician  has 
risen  to  and  maintained  a  Fsnk  in  society  at 
least  eaual  to  that  which  it  enjoys  in  any 
diilizea  country  in  Europe. 

That  the  proposed  Bill  would  entirely  de- 
stroy the  jurisdiction  of  your  Petitioners, 
and  would  place  in  the  hands  of  a  Senate 
composed  of  nine  delegates,  all  of  whom 
might  be  Surgeons  or  Apothecaries,  most 
absolute  power  to  regulate  ezdusively  the 
education  of  Candidates  for  the  Diploma. 
And  your  Petitioners  are  of  opinion  tliat 
Physicians  are  and  erer  must  be  the  best 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  Physicians, 
and  that  consequently  such  a  regulation 
would  in  effect  be  ultimately  moat  injurious 
to  the  best  interests  of  society. 

Hist  it  is  further  proposed  to  establish 
one  qualification,  to  be  determined  by  ex- 
amination, for  all  persons  desirous  of  prac- 
tinng  the  medical  profession,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  particular  branch  of  the  pro- 
fession ^ey  may  intend  to  follow;  and  it 
ai^iears  to  your  Petitioners  that  if  the 
examination  to  be  instituted  be  one  whidi 
demands  the  present  maximum  of  prelimi- 
nary and  me^Ucal  education,  it  will  be  above 
the  means  of  attainment  by  a  very  large 
proportion  of  students;  and  that  if  sndi 
examination  be  of  a  lower  grade,  it  will  be 


followed  by  a  deterioeatioD  of  Ihe  leienklfic 
and  literary  character  of  the  prafession,  and 
the  public  will  necessarily  soffier. 

liiat  it  is  further  proposed,  that  aU  pow* 
era,  privileges,  appointments,  and  acts,  which 
have  been  oonfq^ed  on,  or  hdd  or  performed 
by.  Physicians,  shall  hereafter  be  oonforred 
on,  held,  performed,  and  ei^yad  by  the 
licensed  practitianers  according  to  the  said 
Bill,  and  by  such  perMms  only;  and  it  ap- 
peara  to  your  Petitioners,  that  by  conferring 
equal  rank  and  privileges  on  all,  every 
incentive  to  honourable  ambition  is  removedt 
and  no  inducement  is  held  out  to  the  stu- 
dent to  undertake  an  expensive  general 
education,  and  a  prolonged  coarse  of  medi- 
cal study,  by  which  means  alone  the  litera^ 
ture  and  science  of  the  profession  can  be 
uphdd  in  their  present  honourable  position. 

That  the  power  of  moovering  fees  for 
medical  visits  proposed  to  be  given  by  the 
said  Bill  appeara  to  your  Petitioners  objec- 
tionable as  appljring  to  Physkiana,  and  yow 
Petitionera  consider  that  it  would  not  be  for 
the  credit  of  any  in  their  body,  iwasswMh  aa 
such  a  power  would  plaoe  thoa  on  a  less 
respectable  footing  in  society  than  thai 
wluch  diey  at  present  hold. 

That  should  a  CouobQ  (as  is  proposed)  ba 
dected  by  the  votes  of  the  profession  at 
large,  it  would  produce  a  series  of  jealouaiea, 
altercations,  and  disaensions,  moat  ii^WMMM 
to  the  diaraoter  of  medical  men ;  nor  would 
such  a  measure  insure  the  aarticos  of  tha 
most  4ifftingniieh^,  iaaamuch  aa  the  aecaa 
sary  canvass  would  be  oootraiy  to  the  hahili 
and  duties  of  those  extensively  aogaged  in 
the  practical  labours  of  the  profeaiinn. 

That  your  Petitioners  having  oarsAdlj 
oonaidered  tbe  alleged  grievances  set  forth  fat 
the  various  petitions  to  your  Uonourabia 
House  for  Medical  Reform,  aod  havii^ 
communicated  with  the  Universitiss,  tba 
other  Medical  Corporations,  and  with  Dda 
gates  from  several  other  bodies  whose  inter* 
ests  are  involved  in  the  propoaed  meaaara» 
are  now  maturing  a  general  plan  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  madtoal  prQfcssion» 
and  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  such  plan 
will  give  satisfeetion  to  the  members  of  the 
profession,  and  be  oondudve  to  the  better 
protection  of  the  public.  And  your  Peti* 
tinners  hope  shortly  to  be  enabled  to  sahmil 
the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lagis* 
latare. 

Tour  Petitioners  therefore  must  humbly 
pray  that  the  said  Bill  may  not  paaa 
into  a  law,  and  that  your  Petitioners  may 
be  heard  by  their  Counsd,  Agents,  and 
Witnesses,  against  the  same. 

And  your  PMitioners  will  eifr  pimy»  to* 
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MEDICAL  REFORM  BILL. 


Wb  subjoin  a  'short  account  of  what  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wed- 
nesday,  on  the  subject  of  medical  reform , 
which  strongly  illustrates  the  importance 
attached  to  the  measure  by  her  Majesty's 
ministers,  as  well  as  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons at  large.  A  Bill  is  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Hawes,  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Wakley,  having  for  its  chief  object  the 
establishment  of  the  '*  one  Faculty*'  system. 
Not  a  single  member  of  the  administration 
honoured  them  with  his  countenance ;  and 
fewer  than  forty  members  of  any  kind  being 
present,  the  measure  fell  to  the  ground  as 
a  matter  of  course : — 

« 

On  the  question  that  the  Medical  Profession 
Bill  (No.  2)  be  read  a  second  time,  several 
members  rose  to  present  petitions,  of  which 
twenty-four  were  against  the  measure,  and 
■even  in  favour  of  it. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Sir  T.  Trow- 
bridge that  the  measure  should  be  delayed ; 
but 

Mr.  Wakley  "  hoped  that  his  honourable 
friend,  the  member  for  Lambeth,  would  pro- 
ceed with  the  measure :  the  objection,  as  he 
understood,  was  not  against  the  principle  of 
the  measure,  but  against  its  details;  and 
they  might  be  arranged  in  committee.  If 
they  now  agreed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
the  committee  might  be  postposed  to  a 
distant  day.'' 

'  Mr.  Hawes  accordingly  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  which  Mr.  Ewart 
seconded. 

Mr.  Darley  rose  to  speak  against  it,  when 
an  honourable  member  moved  that  the  house 
be  counted ;  and  as  there  were  present  only 
Chirty-three  members,  the  house  was  ad* 
joumed. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBMBN  ADMITTBO  MBMBBaS. 

Friday,  March  12,  1841. 

W.  Stmpaon.— J.  R.  Witheoombe.  —  W.  J. 
Grugii^n.  —  A.  J.  Marsh.  —  H.  Cowar'i.  —  R.  W. 
0*Donovan.  —  S.  Strcker.— A.  Anderson.— E.  A. 
ienkin.— H.  L.  Crowtber.— J.  Hooper. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  6ENTLBMEN  WHO  HATB  RECBIVKD 
CB&TiriCATES. 

Thursday,  March  4,  1841. 

J.  Denny,  Ipswich.— B.  F.  Leyson.  Neath 
South  Wales.-(J.  P.  W.  Sydenham.  Oxford.— 
W.  R.  Baxter.-J.  A.  Clarke,  Bedford.— C.  B. 
Craske,  India. 


Tl^rMiay,  March  11,  1841. 

William  Charles  Calthrop,  Boston,  Lincoln- 
diire— Richard  Rickman  Shillitoe,  Hertford.— 
William  John  Blake  French,  Wilton,  Wiltohire. 
^Richard  Qoain,  Mallow,  Ireland. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  6th  March  1841. 

Small  Pox  34 

Measles    16 

Scarlatina   8 

Hooping  Cough 6S 

Croup 8 

Thrush    3 

Diarrhoea    7 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 16 

Typhus    S4 

Erysipelas  6 

Syphuis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  180 
Diseases  of  the  Luugs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration    836 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  10 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Oixans  of  Digestion    73 

Diseases  ot  the  Kidneys,  &c 4 

Childbed II 

Ovarian  Dropsy    0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c S 

Rheumatism 4 

Diseases  of  Joints,  frc 7 

Ulcer   0 

Fistula 0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  135 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 106 

Deaths  by  Violence,  I^vation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      8S 

Causes  not  specified    5 

Deaths  from  all  Causes .'.  ..1079 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Keptat^^uoKrovt,Laiihtdeh\'*Z1  32"iVr. 
Longitude  0**  3  51"  W.  qf  Greenwich. 


March, 
Wednesday  10 
Thursday  .  If 
Friday  .  .  13 
Ssturday  .  IS 
Sunday  .  .  14 
Monday.  .  15 
Tuesday    .  16 


Wind  S.W.  onthe  10th;  South  on  the  11th; 
S.W.  on  the  13th ;  N.B  on  the  ISth ;  Bast  on 
the  14th ;  S.  W.  on  the  15th ;  S.E  and  South  on 
the  I6tb. 

On  the  10th,  morning  overcast,  afternoon 
cloudy,  sundiine  at  times,  evening  hazy;  the 
11th,  and  two  Ibllowing  days,  dear:  the  I4tb. 
aftemocm  and  evening  clear,  otherwise  cloudy ; 
the  I6tb,  morning  foggy,  otherwise  clear ;  the 
l6th  generslly  clear. 

Crarlbs  Henry  Adams. 
Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  5f,  Skinner  Street,  London* 


Thbrmom 

BTSa 

Barombtbr. 

from  aoto  57 

80*81  to  80-86 

38 

57 

80-36       80*84 

38 

58 

80*38       S0'8i 

97 

57 

80-33       80*88 

83 

53 

80-38       80-18 

90 

58 

80*09       80  03 

80 

59 

39*87      39*73 

INDEX  TO  VOL.  XXVII. 


(VOL.  I.  FOR  THE  SESSION  1840-41.) 
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A. 


AsDOMBN,  Dr.  DaTidflon'i  case  of  hyper- 
troc^y  of  the  parietes  of  the,  S26, 

Abeiocen  infirmary,  Mr.  Laing**  reports  of 
caeea  treated  at  the,  S80,  A56,  5?3. 

Abicesa  of  the  kidney,  cose  of,  making  its 
way  through  the  liver  and  the  lung,  141. 

-^— — —  liTer,  case  of,  with  perforation  of 
the  stomach  and  abdominal  parietes,  re- 
covered from,  588. 

the  larynx,  Mr.  S.  B.  Cowan's 


caae  ot^  83t. 
Acid,  oxalic,  Dr.  T.  H.  Babington  on  a  case 

in  which  it  was  accidentally  swallowed  in 

an  offerresdng  draught,  679. 
«—  sulphuric,  Dr.  a.  D.  Thomson*s  case 

of  opacity  of  the  cornea,  produced  by,  658  ; 

Mr.  G.  O.  Rees  on  the  presence  of  arsenic 

in,  723;  Mr,  H,  Hough  Watson  on  the 

same,  784. 
carbonic,  Mr.   Collambell's   case  of 

death  from,  693. 
Adams,  Mr.  Francis,  on  uterine  baemorrhi^, 

199, 

Addison,  Mr.  on  the  colourless  globules  in 
the  huffy  coal  of  the  blood,  47T,  689. 

Afterbirth,  Mr.  Hugh  Cannichael  on  the 
position  of  the,  in  the  different  stages  of 
gestation,  53  4  on  the  manner  of  ascertain- 
ing it  by  inspection  of  the  secondines,  275, 

Affusion,  cold,  in  fever,  223. 

Air  in  the  veins.  Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack  on,  (>3. 

Albumen,  Mr.  H.  Bence  iones  on  some 
properties  of  a  combiaation  of,  with 
acids,  288. 

Albumen,  Dr.  Rees  on  the  detection  ol^  in 
the  urine,  438. 

Aldis's,  Dr.  case  of  chronic  larvngitis,  959. 

Amauroses,  Dr.  Hooken  on  the  pathohgy 
and  treatment  of  the,  872. 


Amaorosb,  partial,  oases  of,  892, 
AmenorrhGca,  Dr.  Flechner's  cases  in  whicli 

pregnancy  occurred  six  times  during,  557. 
Ammonia,  Dr.  Hemefeld  on  the  existeaoo 

of,  in  distilled  water,  255* 
Amputations,   Dr.    J.  A.  Lawrie  on  the 

results  of,  394. 
Aneurism,  vazkoso,  case  of,  ]43. 
■  of  the  aorta,  Dr.  Davidson  on  a 

case  of,  bursting   into    the  oesophagus, 

220,250. 

Dr.  Schuk  on  the  auscultatory 


phenomena  in   such  as   are  externally 
situated,  526. 

popliteal,  Mr.  Same's  cases  of. 


700. 


subclavian,  Mr.  Partridge** 


of,  848. 
Animals,  Mr.  E,  W.  Doffin  on  the  eilbcts 

of  dividing  the  various  orbital  museles 

in,  345. 
Aorta,  Mr.  T.  Wilkinson  King's  aoooimt  of 

some  cases  of  unnatural  narrowness  of 

the,  and  of  the  conseqaences  of  this  mal- 
formation, 685,  751, 
Apoplexy,  occvrrence  of,  three  times  in  the 

same  mdividnal,  Mr.  Copeasan^  case  of^ 

508. 
— —  with  hemiplegia,  in  conse^eenee 

of  fright.  Dr.  Ritter*s  case  of,  672. 
Apothecaries',  Society  of,  examinatioii  paptor 

for  the  botanical  prices,  176. 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  lists  of  gentlemen  who 

h:ive  passed  their  examinations  at,  224^ 

256, 304,  384,  416,  496,  560,  624,  768, 

816,896,928,960. 
Apprenticeships,  advantage  of,  765, 895. 
Apprenticeship,  opinaoes  of  the  Qoarteiiy 

Review  on  the  sobject  of,  555. 

system,    editorial  senaiks 


on  the,  700. 
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Apprenticeship  tyctem,  remarkc  on  the,  by 
ArgnBy  81t. 

Ardwick  and  Ancoats  Dispensary,  Man- 
cheater,  Dr.  R.  B.  Howard's  report  of 
cases  treated  at  the,  from  April  SO,  1839, 
to  May  1, 1840,  837. 

Army  medical  officers,  warrant  regulating 
the  appointment  and  pay  of,  30 1 . 

Arnold,  Mr.  F.  on  the  lymphatics  of  the 
brain,  387. 

Amottt  Mr.  J.  M.  elected  a  member  of  the 
Coancil  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sorgeons, 
896. 

Arsenic  and  antimony,  M.  Orfila's  eiperi- 
ments  on  poisoning  with,  303. 

— -—  Mr.  G.  O.  Rees  on  the  presence  of, 
in  sulphuric  acid,  733;  Mr.  H.  Hough 
Watson  on,  784. 

Artery,  subclavian,  notice  of  a  case  in  which 
Mr.  Partridge  operated  for  aneurism  of 
the,  848. 

Ashwell's,  Dr.  practical  treatise  on  the  dis- 
eases peculiar  to  women,  reviewed,  130. 

Association  of  Physicians,  Dublin,  papers 
read  at  the:— Dr.  Lendrick  on  diseases 
attended  by  change  of  structare,  29 ;  Dr. 
Osborne  on  perforations  connecting  the 
oesophagus  with  the  air-tubes  of  the 
longs,  31. 

Atrophy,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  causes  nnd 
consequences  of,  37. 

Aaioms  for  the  deaf,  Mr.  Yearsley's,  379. 

Ayies%  Mr.  dissection  of  a  club-foot,  448. 


B. 


Babington*s,  Dr.  T.  H.  account  of  a  case  in 
which  oxalic  acid  was  accidentally  swal- 
lowed in  an  efferrescing'  draught,  870. 

Bacot,  Mr.  John,  on  medical  reform,  763. 

Badeley,  Dr.  J.  C.  on  the  treatment  of  cy- 
nanche  tonsillaris,  281. 

Baibs  of  Wildbad,  in  Wurtemberg,  Dr. 
Fallatti  on  the  efficacy  of,  in  certain  cases, 
64. 

Bell.  Mr.  on  the  use  of  gnaiacum  in  cynan- 
che  tonsillaris,  202;  cases  of  cynanche 
tonsillaris,  516 ;  on  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
of  the  lower  estremities,  573. 

— «  Mr.  Joseph,  on  the  position  of  the  pla- 
centa, 546. 

Biceps  muscle,  case  of  contraction  of  the, 
traated  by  Mr.  Phillips  at  the  St.  Maiyle- 
bone  Infirmary,  890. 

Bierbaum,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  acute  hydroce- 
phalus, cored,  671. 

Bingham,  Mr.  on  the  religious  delusions  of 
insane  persons,  reviewed,  949. 

Bird,  Dr.  Ooldiog,  on  the  advantages  of  a 
stethoscope  with  a  flexible  tube,  440. 

Birmingham  School  of  Medicine,  munificent 
donations  to  the,  703. 

Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  England, 
editorial  observatioasrespecting,  suggested 


by  the  Registrar. General's  second  annoal 
report,  248. 

monstrous,  two  "remarkable  cases 


of,  559. 

Bite  of  a  viper,  recovery  from  the,  303. 
Blakiston,  Dr.  on  defective  closure  of  the 

tricuspid  foramen  as  a  frequent  cause  of 

dropsy,  664. 
Bleeding,  mistaken  notions  respecting,  416. 
Blood,  Dr.  Marshall  on  the  changes  of  the, 

in  animals,  during  embryonic  life.  242. 
Mr.  Addison  on  the  colourless  glo- 


bules in  the  boiFy  coat  of  the,  477,  689. 
Mr.  Paget  on  coagulation  of  the. 


after  death,  613. 

Bolster's,  Mr.  case  of  double  nvula,  618. 

Bone,  normal  and  adventitious,  Mr.  Alfred 
Smee  on  the  structure  of,  3 15. 

Books,  analyses  and  notices  of s  — •  Dr. 
Tweedie's  system  of  practical  medicine, 
23  ;  Dr.  Churchill  on  the  diseases  inci- 
dent to  pregnancy  and  child-bed,  59; 
Dr.  Ash  well  on  the  diseases  peculiar  to 
women,  130;  Mr.  Pereira's  element^  of 
materia  medica,  part  2,  131 ;  Mr.  Tyrrell 
on  diseases  of  the  eye,  245 ;  Dr.  Roget's 
animal  and  vegetable  physiology,  290; 
Mr.  Wade's  observations  on  stnclnre  of 
the  urethra,  409 ;  Dr.  Joseph  Williams* 
treatise  on  the  ear,  410;  Mr.  Doffln  on 
the  new  operation  for  the  cure  of  stra- 
bismus, 448;  Dr.  TrailPs  outlines  of  a 
course  of  lectures  on  medical  jurispru- 
dence, 450 ;  Dr.  John  Hey  Robertson  on 
spinal  diseases,  519;  Dr.  Markham  on 
the  surgical  practice  of  Paris,  ib. ;  Dr.  Mil- 
lingen's  aphorisms  on  the  treatment  and 
management  of  the  insane,  549;  Mr. 
Sharkey's  inquiry  into  the  efficacy  of 
digitalis,  ib. ;  Mr.  Richard  Quain's  ana- 
tomy of  the  arteries,  580 ;  Mr.  Wakefield 
Scoit*s  retrospective  address,  582 ;  Dr. 
Poole's  memoranda  regarding  the  Royal 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Montrose,  583 ;  Mr. 
Coulson  on  diseases  of  the  hip-joint,  618; 
Dr.  Hodgkin's  lectures  on  the  morbid 
anatomy  of  the  mucous  and  serous  mem- 
branes, 660;  Mr.  Smee's  elements  of 
electro  -  metallurgy,  695;  Dr.  Liebig's 
organic  chemistry,  876;  Dr.  Monro's 
essays  and  heads  of  lectures,  878;  Dr. 
Rigby's  system  of  midwifery,  879 ;  Mr. 
Lucas's  practical  treatise  on  the  cure  of 
strabismus  or  squint,  ib. ;  Magdalenism, 
&c.  by  Mr.  Tsit,  951 ;  Mr.  Bingham  on  the 
religious  delusions  of  insane  persons,  952. 

Botanical  prises,  examination  paper  for  the, 
given  by  the  Company  of  Apothecaries, 
176. 

Brain,  Mr.  Arnold  on  the  lymphatics  of  the, 
387. 

— — *^  Mr.  Copeman  on  the  treatment  of 
certain  diseases  of  the,  507. 

and  nervous  system,  Dr.  Watson  on 


diseasesof  the,  737 ,  769, 8 17,849, 897, 929. 
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BnkU  Mr.  oo  luteral  curvature  of  tbe  spine, 
445 ;  on  the  cure  of  strabismasi  44^  ;  on 
the  new  operation  for  the  core  of  stam- 
mering, 949. 

British  Association,  account  of  papers  read 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the,  63. 

•*»—  Medical  Associatioui  meeting  of  the, 
143. 

Brodie,  Sir  B.  C.  testimonial  to,  175. 

■  *s,  Sir  Benjamin,  lectures  on  mortifi- 
cation—  see  "  Mortification,*'  Sir  B.  C. 
Brodie's  lectures  on. 

■  —  account  of  two  cases 


of  imperforate  hymen,  810. 

eulogium    on    Sir 


Astley  Cooper,  delivered  at  a  meetingof  the 
Boyal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
864. 

Bronchitis,  Dr.  H.  M.  Hughes's  cases  of, 
with  remarks  on  treatment,  118. 

Bruce,  Dr.  on  phlebids  of  the  cerebral 
sinuses  as  a  result  of  purulent  otorrhcea, 
606,636. 

Buchanan,  Dr.  account  by,  of  anew  com- 
pound catheter  for  the  treatment  of  stric 
tuxes  in  the  uretbzay  916. 


C. 


Carbooio  acid,  Mr.  CoUambell's   case   of 

death  from,  693. 
Cambridge,editorial  observatioiisoii  proposed 

changes  in  the  University  of,  834,  95t. 
Carcinoma,  fungous,  Mr.  Laingon  a  case 

of,  381. 
Carlisle,  Sir  Anthony*  notice  of  the  death 

of,  394. 
Carmichael,  Mr.  Hugh,  on  tbe  position  of 

the  afterbirth  in  tbe  womb,  and  on  the 

manner  of  ascertaining  it  by  inspection  of 

the  secondines,  .^3,  275. 
Carpenter's,  Dr.  W.  B.  lectures  on  the  fonc* 

tions  of  the  nervous  system — see  "  Nervous 

System,  Dr.  Carpenter  on  the  functions  of 

the." 
Carswell,  Dr.  notice  of  the  retirement  of, 

from  University  College,  956. 
Cartilage,  Mr.  James  Douglas  on  the  struc- 
ture of,  576. 
Castor  oil,  test  for,  384w 
Catheter,  improved,  Mr.  J.  C.  Foalkes's, 

651 ;  new  compound,  for  the  treatment  of 

strictures  in  tbe  urethra,  described  by  Dr. 

Buchanan,  916. 
Caution,  a,  to  medical  men,  463. 
— — ^  to  tbe  profession  against  medical 

impottoni,  by  Dr.  Conquest,  557. 
Cederscbjold,    Dr.  J.    P.    on    ophthalmia 

neonatorum,  382. 
Cerebellum,  Mr.  Long  on  a  case  of  tuberele 

in  the,  469. 
Chalk,  Mr.  W.  O.  on  hip  disease  and  lumbar 

abscess,  731,  759,  836,  911,  946. 
Charvet,  Dr.  on  pure  tannin  as  a  remedy 

for  excessive  perspiration,  386. 


Chatto,  Mr.  on  the  duties  of  a  medical 
coroner,  300 ;  on  a  case  of  natural  la« 
bour  which  terminated  fatally,  831. 

Cherry-laurel,  fatal  influence  of  tbe  exhala* 
tion  of,  upon  leeches,  333. 

Chest,  case  of  spasm  of  the,  oared  by  the 
fneed  nitrate  of  silver,  303. 

Chilblains,  Mr.  Fitspatrick  on  tbe  applica^ 
tion  of  iodine  to,  136. 

Cbilds,  Mr.  on  a  new  operation  for  lateral 
curvature  of  (he  spine,  370. 

Cbilds,  Mr.  on  the  new  operation  for  lateral 
curvature  of  (he  spine,  505  ;  reply  by,  to 
Mr.  Chalk,  816. 

Chocolate,  Spanish,  composition  of,  387. 

Chomel,  M.  on  the  use  of  mercurial  plaster  in 
preventing  deformity  after  small-pox,  593. 

Chorea,  Dr.  Prichard's  clinical  remarks  on 
a  case  of,  in  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  11. 

—  Dr.  Webster's  observations  on,  487. 

Christisoo,  Dr.  on  the  daily  revolutions  of 
the  pulse,  558. 

Churchill,  Dr.  Fleetwood,  on  the  diseases 
incident  to  pregnancy  and  childbed,  re- 
viewed, 59. 

Chyle  and  lymph.  Dr.  Rees  on;  547. 

Circulation  without  respiration, Mr.Coombe's 
case  of,  373. 

Clendinning's,  Dr.  reports  of  the  experi- 
ments on  tbe  motions  and  sounds  of  the 
heart,  by  the  London  Committee  of  the 
British  Association  for  1838-39,  and 
1839-40,  71,  104.  153, 186,  367. 

Climates,  diversity  of,  537. 

Club-foot,  Mr.  Ayres'  dissection  of  a,  448. 

Cobb,  Dr.  notice  of  tbe  election  of,  a&phy. 
sician  to  the  London  Hospital,  896. 

Cold,  case  of  constipation  cured  by  the 
application  of,  58. 

Colica  pictonum,  Dr.  Hughes  on  a  case  of, 
669. 

CollambelPs,  Mr.  case  of  death  from  car. 
bonic  acid,  693. 

College  of  Physicians,  names  of  gentlemen 
elected  fellows  and  licentiates  of  the,  304. 

— — — — — ^—  on  the  means  of  im- 
proving the  finances  and  extending  the 
protection  of  the,  by  a  Provincial  Physi- 
cian, 694. 

Edinburgh,    meeting 


at  the,  on  tbe  subject  of  medical  reform, 
843. 

College  of  Surgeons,  lists  of  gentlemen  ad- 
mitted members  of  the.  64,  334,  356, 304, 
335,  416,  464,  538,  560,  634,  848,  896, 
938,  960. 

'  Honterian  oration,  806. 

■  ■  *—    Edinburgh,  report  by, 

on  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Warburton 

and  Hawesfor  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  laws 

relating  to  the  medical  professioo,  493. 

Conjunctiva,  remarks  on  hannorrhage  from 
the,  by  ••  Lector,''  33. 

Conquest's,  Dr.  cantion  to  the  profossioii 
against  medical  impostors,  557. 
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CouAtipatioD,  Mr.  'Whitehead's  caae  of, 
cored  by  the  applicntion  of  cold,  58. 

ConTuUions,  paerperal,  Mr.  Kirk's  case  of, 
374. 

— — ^— ,  Tiolent,  in  a  paerperal  woman, 

which  continued  after  delivery,  560. 

Coonibe*s,  Mr.  case  in  which  the  heart  con- 
tinued to  act  after  respiration  had  ceased, 
373 ;  case  of  dislocation  <4  the  tibia  in- 
wards with  the  astragalus,  and  fracture  of 
the  fibula.  579. 

Cooper,  Mr.  Samuel,  clinical  lecture  by,  on 
injuries  of  the  head,  delivered  at  Univer- 
sity College,  886. 

— Sir  Astley,  notice  of  the  illness  of, 

737,  768 ;  of  his  death,  with  biographical 
memoir,  837, 801  ;  works  and  papers,  list 
of,  805 ;  a  life  of,  by  his  nephew,  Mr. 
Branoby  Cooper,  about  to  be  pnblished  by 
Mr.  Churchill,  896 ;  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's 
eulogiam  on,  884. 

Copeman,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  certain 
diseases  of  the  brain,  607. 

Copland's  Dictionary,  note  from  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Co.  respecting  the  delay  in 
the  publication  of,  704. 

Cormack,  Dr.  J.  R.  on  air  in  the  veins,  69. 

Cornea,  congenital  opacity  of  the,  Mr.  S. 
Crompton's  remarks  on,  432. 

Cornwall  Medical  Association,  meeting  of 
the,  299.  * 

Corporations,  medical,  reform  of  the,  727. 

Corrigan's,  Dr.  clinical  lectures : — introduc- 
tory lecture,  823;  manner  of  using  the 
stethoscope,  905 ;  division  of  sounds  into 
two  classes,  906 ;  simple  sounds  or  mur- 
murs, ib. ;  healthy  vesicular  murmur,  ib.  ; 
puerile  vesicular  murmur,  ib.;  sonorous 
and  sibilous  murmur,  907 ;  tracheal  (bron- 
chial and  cavernous)  murmur,  ib. ;  com- 
pound sounds,  or  rattles,  908 ;  crepitating 
rattle,  ib.f  mucous  rattle,  910;  Pectori- 
loquy and  bronchophony,  ib. ;  segophony, 
how  produced,  ib. ;  metallic  resonance, 
&c.  911. 

Coulson's,  Mr.  work  on  diseases  of  the  hip- 
joint,  reviewed,  618 ;  reply  to  Mr.  Chalk, 
759. 

Cowan's,  Mr.  S.  B.  case  of  abscess  of  the 
larynx,  832. 

Coward *s,  Mr.  case  of  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
from  an  improper  administration  of  the 
ergot  of  rye,  372. 

Cox,  Mr.  William  Sands,  note  from,  an- 
nouncing a  munificent  donation  to  the 
Birmingham  School  of  Medicine,  703. 

Crabb's,  Mr.  Alfred,  midwifery  ca«,  479. 

Cranium,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hairs  cases  of  compound 
fracture  of  the,  with  depression,  with  some 
remarks  on  the  treatment  of  similar  eases, 
364. 

Crawford's,  Mr.  Henry,  query  xespecting 
vaccination,  895. 

Crompton,  Mr.  S.,  tm  oongenital  opacity  of 
the  cornea,  432. 


Croton  oil,  test  for,  384. 

Crowther,  Dr.  Caleb,  account  by,  of  a  case 
of  hydrocephalus,  cured,  323. 

Curvature,  lateral,  of  the  spine,  Mr  Cbilda 
on  a  new  operation  for,  ^0. 

Cynanche  tonsillaris,  Dr.  J.  C.  Badeley  oc 
the  treatment  of,  281 ;  Mr.  BelKs  eaeea 
of,  516;  Dt.  U.  M.  Hugbes  on  a  case  of, 
669. 

Cysts,  ovarian,  Mr.  B.  Phillips  on  the  ex- 
traction of,  83. 


D. 


Danish  medical  reports,  caaes  from  the,  559. 

Davidson's,  Dr.  clinical  lectures  at  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary :  —  Diabetes 
mellitus,  92  ;  iodic  acid  as  a  test  of  uric 
acid,  ib. ;  exciting  causes  and  pathology 
of  diabetes,  93 ;  reasons  for  regarding  the 
stomach  as  the  primary  seat  &[  diabetes, 
ib. ;  experiment8ofMr.M'Gregor,Miiller, 
and  others,  ib ;  existence  of  sugar  in  tbe 
blood  and  various  secretions,  94 ;  inability 
of  the  stomach  to  assimilate  the  sugar, 
and  conjectures  that  this  may  act  as  a 
poison  to  the  system,  ib.  %  prognosis,  ib.  ; 
treatment — ^trial  of  rennet,  and  its  failure 
95  ;  apparent  benefit  from  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  ib. ;  diabetes  insipidus,  136;  etteda 
of  various  tests  on  the  urine,  157 ;  treat- 
ment, ib. ;  diabetes  ureosus,  ib. ;  aneu- 
rism of  the  aorta,  bursting  into  the  oeso- 
phagus, 220,  250;  erysipelss,  426;  diag- 
nosis of  abdominal  tumors,  428 ;  case  of 
encysted  dropsy,  429  ;  case  of  abdominal 
tumor,  431. 

Deaf,  Mr.  Vearsley's  axioms  for  the,  379. 

Deafness,  relief  of,  384. 

Degrees,  foreign  medical,  remarks  on,  815. 

Delirium  traumaticum,  Mr.  Laing's  case  of, 
followed  by  secondary  haBmorrhage  four 
weeks  after  amputation,  523. 

Diabetes  mellitus,  clinical  lecture  on,  by 
Dr.  Davidson,  92. 

■  notice  of  a  case  of,in  the 

practice  of  Dr,  Graef,  303. 

insipidus.  Dr.  Davidson's  clinical 


lecture  on,  136. 

ureosus,  Dr.  Davidson's  clinioal 


remariLs  on,  137, 

— — Mr.  E.  Howard's  case  of,  281. 

DiefiTenbach's,  Professor,  new  operation  for 

the  cure  of  stuttering,  described  by  Dr. 

Franz,  920. 
Digitalis,  Dr.  Sharkey's  in^iry  into  the  ef- 
ficacy of,  in  the  treatment  of  idiopathic 

epilepsy,  reviewed,  599. 
Diseases  of  children,  remarks  on  some  of  the 

principal,  140. 
Ddierty,  Dr.,  on  the  situation  of  the  placenta, 

351. 
Douglas,  Mr.  James,  remarks  by,  on  peii- 

caiditis,  lOB,  163. 
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Doaglat,  Mr.  Janes,  on  the  Btruflture  of  car- 
tilage, 578. 

Dropsy,  case  of,  with  albominoofl  urine, 
clinical  remarks  on,  by  Dr.  Prichard,  to 
the  pnpils  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  B. 

—  encysted,  Dr.  Davidson  on  a  case 
of,  429. 


Dr.  Watson  on  the  pathology  •f, 
561 ;  its  .treatment,  567. 
^— —    Dr.  Blakiston  on  defective  closure 


of  the  tricuspid  foramen  as  a  frequent 
cause  of,  664. 

Dropsy,  Mr.  A.  B.  Steele  on,  as  the  sequela 
of  scarlatina,  875. 

Druggists,  editorial  observations  on  the  rights 
and  wrongs  of,  325. 

Drugs,  lists  of,  on  sale  in  the  English 
Market,  with  their  prices,  3S6, 590,847. 

— ^-—  tests  for,  384. 

Diuitt,  Mr.  on  the  pernicious  effects  of 
damaged  tea,  853. 

Dmmmond,  Mr.  George,  on  the  vaccination 
contract,  298. 

Duflin's,  Mr.  £,  W.  inquiry  into  some  of  the 
consequences  and  causes  of  failure  of  the 
new  operation  for  the  cure  of  strabismus 
or  squinting,  13,  42,  76  ;  on  the  effects  of 
dividing  the  tendons  of  the  various  orbital 
muscles  in  animals,  345 ;  his  essay  on  a 
new  operation  for  the  cure  of  strabismus, 
reviewed,  448. 

Dying,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  different  modes 
of,  145. 


£. 


Ear,  Mr.  Thomhill  on  obstructions  in  the, 
324. 

—  Dr.  Williams'  treatise  on  diseases  of 
the,  reviewed,  410. 

—  Professor  Hyrtl  on  anew  muscle  of  the, 
453. 

Eating,  eieessive,  case  of,  related  by  Dr. 
Bitter,  702. 

Eczema,  chronic,  cases  of,  treated  by  Mr.B. 
Phillips  in  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 
623. 

Edinburgh  College  of  Surgeons,  report  by 
the,  on  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Warburton 
and  Hawes  for  the  amendment  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  medical  profession, 493. 

Ivoyal  College   of   Physicians, 

meeting  at  the,  on  the  subject  of  medical 
reform,  842. 

Editorial  articles  : — Advice  to  pupils,  26  > 
the  medical  reform  bill,  60 ;  the  medical 
schools,  89  {  Mr.  Warburton's  bill,  91, 
114 ;  progress  of  the  profession,  131 1  on 
rape,  and  its  punishment,  134 ;  physicians 
in  foreign  countries,  169;  on  the  second 
annual  report  of  the  Registrar-General  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  England, 
248;  mortality  in  England  and  Wales, 


291 ;  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  druggists, 
325 ;  further  investigation  respecting  the 
death  of  Elisabeth  Friry,  374 ;  on  some 
difficulties  in  forensic  medicine,  41 1 1  on 
the  management  of  lunatics,  450 ;  on  the 
health  of  the  poor  in  large  towns,  483 ; 
medical  reform,  520,  551,  697  ;  manage- 
ment of  the  insane,  583 ;  ill-treatment  of 
a  woman  in  the  Eton  Union,  619 ;  domes- 
tic hygiene,  661 ;  pamphlets  on  medical 
reform,  7*24 ;  medical  degrees  —  Maris- 
chal  College,Aberdeen,760,880;  proposed 
alterations  in  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
834,  952;  the  touchstone  of  medical  re- 
form, 994. 

Elaterium,  test  for,  384. 

Elixir  of  vitriol,  French  receipt  for,  846. 

Elisabeth  Friry,  further  investigations  re- 
specting the  death  of,  374. 

Embalming,  Gannal  process  of,  485. 

Emulsions,  purgative,  remarks  on,  222. 

Emphysema,  pulmonary.  Dr.  Goolden  on, 
681;  its  anatomical  characters,  ib.; 
theory  of  the  formation  of,  683 ;  expla- 
nation of  the  symptoms  of  emphysema  of 
the  lungs  by  the  nature  of  the  anatomical 
lesion,  685,751. 

Entosoa,  Dr.  Gulliver  on  the  structure  of 
the,  belonging  to  the  genus  Cysticercus, 
487. 

Epilepsy,  case  of,  related  by  Mr.  Laing, 
arising  from  enlargement  of  nerves,  524. 

^  on  the  employment  of  indigo  in 

the  treatment  of,  559. 

Ergot,  Mr.  Howard's  case,  in  which  the 
improper  administration  of  the,  produced 
rupture  of  the  uterus,  372. 

Erichsen's,  Mr.  remarks  on  pneumonia  in 
connection  with,  or  as  a  consequence  of, 
surgical  operations  and  injuries,  794. 

Eiyupelas,  clinical  remarks  on,  by  Dr. 
Davidson,  426. 

— — ^ —  of  the  face.  Dr.  Hughes  on  a 
case  of  669. 

Esquirol,  M.  biographical  sketch  of,  728. 

Eulogium  by  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  on  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  884. 

Evert's,  Dr.  case  of  fatal  hemorrhage  in  an 
infant,  384. 

Eye,  Mr.  C.  Radcliffe  Hall  on  the  actions  of 
the  oblique  muscles  of  the,  126,  541. 

Mr.  Tyrrell's  treatise  on  diseases  of 

the,  reviewed,  245. 

Vr.  Watson  on  diseases  of  the,  593, 

735,  673,  705. 


F. 


Face,  Professor  Hyrtl  on  the  muscles  of  the, 
453. 

Faculty  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Glas- 
gow declared  a  legally  constaUited  cor- 
poration, 175. 
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Fallatti,  Dr.  on  the  batbs  of  Wildbad,  and 

the  caBes  for  which  they  are  most  suit- 
able, 64. 
Fallopian  tube,  Dr.  Munk's  case  of  rupture 

of  the,  from  accumulation  of  the  catame- 

nial  fluid,  867. 
Farr*s,  Mr.  note,  requesting  a  return  from 

medical  men  of  the  number  of  deaths  from 

small-poz,  with  remarks  on  the  necessity 

of  arresting  its  ravages,  570. 
Fever,  on  cold  afiiision  in,  223. 
Fistule,  callous.  Dr.  Uuppius  on  the  use  of 

boiliog  water  in  the  treatment  of,  6tS. 
Fitzpatnck,  Mr.  on  the  application  of  iodine 

to  chilblains,  126. 
Flechner*s,  Dr.  of  Vienna,  case  in  which  six 

pregnancies  occurred  during  amenorrhcea, 

557. 
Forbes,  Dr.  presentation  of  a  piece  of  plate 

to,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  services  at 

the  Chichester  Infirmary,  487. 
— ^—  —  notice  of  the  appointment  of,  as 

physician  to  her  Majesty's  household,  848. 
Forensic  medicine,  editorial  observations  on 

difficulties  in,  411. 
Foulkes',  Mr.  J.  C.  improved  catheter,  651. 
Fracture  of  the  cranium,  Mr.  J.  C.  lialPs 

cases  of,  with  depression,  with  remarks 

on  the  treatment  of  similar  cases,  364. 
Fracture-bed,  a  sling,  Mr.  Potter  on  the  ad- 
vantage of  a,  407. 
Franz,  Dr.  resume  of  bis    experience    in 

curing  strabismus  by  an  operation,  40; 

197;  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lucas,  252;   on  a 

new  method  of  caring  short-sightedness, 

442. 
-^—  account  by,  of  Professor  Dieffen- 

bach's  new  operation  for    the    cure  of 

stuttering ;  with  case,  9^0. 
Friry,   £lizabeth,  further  investigation  re- 

specting  the  death  of,  374. 
Furner's,  Mr.  case  of  severe  injury  of  the 

head,  578. 


G. 


Gannal  process,  account  of  tlie,  in  embalm- 
ing, 485. 

Gastralgia,  aqua  lauro  cerasi  recommended 
in,  559. 

Gloucestershire  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, meeting  of  the,  403. 

Goolden,  Dr.  R.  H.  on  pulmonary  emphy- 
sema, 681. 

Gouty  concretions,  Mr.  Alexander  Ure  on  a 
new  mode  of  treatment  for,  735. 

Grantham,  Mr.  John,  on  the  management  of 
lunatics,  379. 

Gregory^  Dr.  on  the  statistics  of  small-poz 
and  vaccination,  320,732 ;  reply  by,  to  ques- 
tions on  a  point  of  vaccine  practice,  918. 

Griffith's,  Dr.  opinion  on  phthisis^  528. 

Guaiac,  test  for,  384. 


Gnaiacum,  Mr.  Bell  on  the  use  of,  in  cy- 

nanche  tonsillaris,  202. 
Gulliver,  Mr.  on  the  structure  of  the  ento- 

xoa  belonging  to  the  genus  Cysticercus, 

487. 
Gutteridge's,  Mr.  case  of  extraction  of  a 

tumor  of  the  peroneal  neive,  282. 
Guy's,  Dr.  William  Augustus,  report    of 

cases  treated  in  King's  College  Hospital, 

daring  1840,  785. 


H. 


Hflsmorrhage  from  the  conjunctiva,  remarks 
on,  by  "  Lector,"  32. 

'- uterine,  Mr.  Francis  on,  199. 

fatal,  in  an  infant.  Dr.  £veit's 

case  of,  384. 

secondary,  cured  by  ligature  of 


the  femoral  artery 1 457. 

Dr.   Watson   on  the   various 


kinds  of,  529. 

Hairs,  Dr.  Marshall,  fourth  memoir  on 
some  principles  of  pathology  in  the  ner- 
vous system,  329. 

—  Dr.  J.  C.  cases  of  compound  frac- 
ture of  the  cranium,  with  depression,  364. 
Mr.  C.  Radclifie,  on  the  actions  of 


the  oblique  muscles  of  the  eye,  126;  on 
the  operation  for  strabismus,  283  ;  further 
inquiry  into  the  actions  of  the  oblique 
muscles  of  the  eye,  541  ;  remaiks  by,  on 
strabismus,  including  an  analysis  of  two 
hundred  cases,  641  ;  note  from,  on  stnH 
bismus,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Hocken,  894. 

Hamstring  tendons,  section  of  one  of  the, 
by  Mr.  B.  PhUlips.  622. 

Hannay's,  Dr.  case  of  knot  on  the  umbilical 
cord,  destructive  of  the  life  of  the  child 
before  parturition,  122. 

Harding,  Mr.  J.  Fosse,  on  the  co-existence 
of  ovarian  dropsy  and  pregnancy,  168. 

Hare-lip,  Mr.  J.  Alfred  Wood's  method  of 
operating  for,  23. 

Harvey's,  Sir.  G.  remarks  on  Mr.  Warbnr- 
ton's  medical  profession  bill,  172. 

Mr.  on  the  proposed  tax  on  the 

profession,  219. 

Hawes',  Mr.  medical  bill,  breviate  of  the 
draft  of,  295. 

Hawkins's,  Mr.  cases  of  cancerous  or  malig- 
nant diseases  of  the  spinal  column,  883. 

Hay's,  Dr.  oases  of  partial  amaurosis,  892. 

Head,  Mr.  Furner's  case  of  severe  injury  of 
the,  578. 

Head,  injuries  of  the,  Mr.  Samael  Cooper's 
clinical  lecture  on,  886. 

Health  of  the  poor  in  large  towns,  editorial 
observations  on  the,  483. 

Heart,  Dr.  Clendinning's  report  of  the  ex- 
periments on  the  motions  and  sounds  of 
the,  by  the  London  Committees  of  the 
Britioh  Association  for  1838-9,  and 
1839-40,  71, 104, 152,  186,  267. 
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Heart,  Mr.  Howard  on  a  case  in  which  the  L 
action  of  the,  continued  after  respiration 

had  ceased,  373.  Ideas,  saccession  of,  956, 
—  Mr.  Napper's  case  of  rare  malfor-  llNtreatment  of  a  woman  in  the  Eton  Union, 

mation  of  the,  793.  editorial  obsenrations  respecting^che,  619. 

Hemiplegia,   Mr.  Copeman  on  a  case  of.  Impostors,  medical.  Dr.  Conqaest's  caution 

cured  without  bleeding,  611.  to  the  profession  against,  557. 

Hendon  Union,  ill  treatment  in  the,  523.  Induration,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  ▼arious  kinds 

Hernefeld,  Dr.  on  the  existence  of  ammo.  of,  38. 

nia  in  distilled  water,  255.  Indigo,  on  the  employment  of,  in  the  treat-> 

Hernia,  Dr.  Rorasey'a  case  of,  482,  518.  ment  of  epilepsy,  569. 

<— ^—   strangulated,  on  the  treatment  of.  Inflammation,  Dr.  Watson   on,  145,  305, 

222 ;  case  of,  related  by  Mr.  Laing,  380.  337,  385,  417,  497. 

Hernia,    strangulated    Kmoral,    case    of,  Inglis,  Mr.  on  the  composition  of  Spanish 

treated  by  Mr.  Phillips  at  the  St.  Mary-  chocolate,  387. 

lebone  loflrmary,  890.  Inquest,  the  late,  at  Kensington,  in  the  case 

Hewett*s,  Mr.  dissection  of  a  case  after  the  of  Elisabeth  Friry,  remarks  suggested  by 

operation  for  strabismus,  654.  the,  328. 

Hip  disease  and  lumbar  abscess,  Mr.  Chalk  Insane,  Dr.  Millingen's  aphorisms  on  the 

on,  721,  759,  836,  911,  945,  treatment  and  management  of  the,  re.' 

Hocken,  Dr.  Edward,  on  the  pathology  of  viewed,  549. 

strabismus,  285;  on  the  physiology  of  the  ■     editorial  observationa  on  the  ma> 

orbital  oblique  musclea,  and  on  strabismus,  nagement  of  the,  .583. 

789,  848  ',  illustrations  by,  of  the  pathology  Insane,  Mr.  Bingham's  observations  on  the 

and  treatment  of  the  amauroses,  872.  religious  delusions  of  the,  reviewed,  949. 

Hodgkin's,  Dr.    lectures    on    the    morbid  InsauityyobservationsbyMr.Caleb  Williams. 

anatomy  of  the  serous  and  mucous  mem-  on  the  plea  of,  in  erimtnal  cases,  suggested 

branes,  reviewed,  660.  by  the  result  of  the  trial  of  Alexander 
Hodgson,  Mr.  on  secale  comuturo,  792.  M'Lachlan  Smith,  at  the  York  Assises,  18. 
Holberton's,  Mr.  case  of  slow  pulse,  with  Intestines,   case  of   thickening    and   con- 
fainting  fits,  two  years  after  an  injury  of  traction  of  the,  559. 

the  neck,  956.  Intus.susception,  Dr.  Watson  on,  71. 

Hospitals,  ought  window-tax  to  be  charged  Invalids,  on  the  propriety  of  their  going  to 

on,  844.  Italy,  895. 

Howard's,  Mr.  E.  case  of  diabetes  roellitos.  Iodine,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  on  the  application 

281.  of,  to  chilblains,  126. 
,  Dr.  Richard  Baron,  report  of  the  loduret  of  potash,  on  the  treatment  of  syphi- 

cases  treated  at  the  Ardwick  and  .Vncoats  lis  by,  559. 

Dispensaiy,  Manchester,  from  April  30,  Iron  and  sine,  Mr.  Howard  on  the  nse  of, 

1839,  to  May  1, 1840,  837.  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes  mellitus,  281. 
Howship,  Mr.  notice  of  the  death  of,  700. 
Hughes  s.  Dr.  reports  of  cases  :  —bronchitis, 

118;   pneumonia,  205;    pleuritis,  359;  J. 

rheumatism,  360;   cynanche  tonsillaris, 

669 ;  erysipelas  of  the  face,  ib. ;   colica  Jackson,  Mr.  on  poisoning  with  binoxalate 

pictonum,  ib.  of  potass,  480. 

Hull,  Dr.  Robert,  de  quibusdam  genitalium  Jeffeiys,  Mr.  Julius,  on  the  improper  use  of 

masculorum  proprietatibus,  204.  opium  in  England,  414. 

Humerus,  case  of  incomplete  luxation  of  the,  Jonea,  Mr.  H.  Benoe,  on  some  properties 

treated  in  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  of  a  combination  of  albamen  with  acids, 

623.  288. 

Hunter,  Dr.  Robert,  on  section  of  the  dot'    's,  Mr.  Walter,  case  of  osseous  union 

sal  muscles  for  the  cure  of  'lateral  curva-  of  a  fracture  of  the  thigh-bone,  within  the 

ture  of  the  spine,  333.  capsule,  414. 
Hydrocephalus,  Dr.  Caleb  Ccowther's  case 

of,  cured,  323. 

■ acute,  case  of,  cured,  671.  K, 

Hygiene,   domestic,   editorial  observations 

on,  660.  Kidney,  case  of  abscess  of  the,  making  its 

Hymen,  imperforate.  Sir  B.   Brodie's  two  way  through  the  liver  and  the  lung,  141. 

cases  of,  816.  Kidneys,  Dr.  Theophilos  Thomson  on  gra- 

Hypertrophy  of  the  abdominal  parietes.  Dr.  nular  degeneration  of  the,  239. 

Davidson's  case  of,  526.  King's,  Mr.  T.  Wilkinson,  account  of  some 

Hyrtl's,   Professor,  of  Prague,  remarks  on  cases  ofunnatural  narrowness  of  the  aorta, 

certain  muscles  of  the  face,  and  a  new  and  of  the  consequences  of  this  malfor- 

muscle  of  the  ear,  453.  mation,  685, 751. 
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King's  College  Hospilal  report  for  1840,  by  Lunatics,   editorial   obserralioiis   opi    Hm 

Dr.  W,  Aogastas  Gay,  785.  management  of,  450. 

Kirk's,  Mr.  case  of  puerperal  conYulsioas,     — — Mr.  Grantham  on  the  manage- 

374.  ment  of,  379. 

Knox's,  Dr.  remarks  on  the  placental  tufu  Lying-in  cases,  Dr.  James  Reid's  report  of, 

described  by  Weber,  and  on  their  dia-  .  for  eighteen  months,  253,  t70. 


tribution  and  supposed  (unctions,  209. 


L. 


M. 


Marisohal    College,    Aberdeen,    editorial 

obserTations  on  the  subject  of  the  degraes 

Labour,  natural,  death  after,  case  rcdated  by        granted  by,  760 ;  copy  of  the  regulations 

Mr.  Chatto,  831.  for,  767 ;  letter  from  Dr.  Clark  in  reply 

I<aing*s,  Mr*  case  of  strangulated  hernia,        to   editorial    observations,  845;  further 

380 }  cases  of  diseased  testis,  456  s  case        editorial  remarks,  880. 

of  secondary  hfemorrhage  cured  by  ligature     Markham's,  Dr.  remarks  on  the  surgical 

of  the  femoral  artery,  457.  practice  of  Psris,  519. 

esse  of  delirium  traumaticum     Marshall,  Mr.  on  the  changes  in  the  blood 


followed  by  secondary  httmorrhage,  four  of  animals  daring  embryonic  life,  842. 

weeks  after  amputation,  523;    case  of  Mayo's,  Mr.  Herbert,  case  of  simple  distoca- 

severe  epilepsy  arising  from  enlargement  tion  forwards  of  the  heads  of  the  tibia  and 

of  nerves,  524.  fibula,  869. 

Laryngitis,  clinical    remarks  on,   by  Dr.  Muarem's,  Dr.  obstetrical  cliniqae,  223. 

Pridnard,  at  the  Bristol  Infirmary,  9.  Mediesl  reform,  papers  and  petitions  on  the 

larynx,  Mr.  S.  B.  Cowan's  case  of  abscess  subject  of— see  *< Reform,  Medical,*'  &c. 

<u  the,  832.  .~.^— .    schools,  editorial  observations  on 

Ijawrie,  Dr.  J.  A «  on  the  results  of  ampn.  the,  88. 

tatioDS,  394.  '              coroners,  Mr.  Chatto  on,  300. 

Laycock,  Dr.  on  the  division  of  the  musdes  —   appointments,  a  list  of,  304. 

of  the  back,  in  a  cose  of  lateral  curvature,  ■              relief,  a  letter  addressed  by  Serg. 

447 ;  further  particulars  of  the  case,  592.  Talfeurd  to  Mr.  Rumsey  on  the  subject 

Leeches,  economy  in,  384.  of,  3l3. 

Leigh,  Vx,  on  the  use  of  oiled  silk  in  surgery,  Medulla  oblongata,  Dr.  John  Reid  on  the 

868,  anatomy  of  the,  63. 


Lendiick,   Dr.  on    diseases    attended  by  Menstruation  during  gestation,  with  amo- 

change  of  struoture,  29.  norrhosa  in  the  intervals,  case  of,  related 

Lewis,  Ml.  Thomas,  on  a  case  of  tetanus,  by  Dr.  Meurer,  303. 

458.  Meteorological  Journals,  32,  64,  96,  176, 

Licenses,  opinions  of  the  Quarterly  Review  224,  256,  304,  335,  384,  416,  464,  496, 

as  to  the  age  at  which  they  should  be  528,  560,  592, 672, 704.  736,  768,  816, 

granted,  554.  #  848,896,928,960. 

Liebig's,  Dr.  organic  chemistry,  reviewed,  Meurer,  Dr.  on  a  case  in  which  menstma- 

876.  tion   continued    during   gestation,  with 

Liver,  case  of  hypertrophy  of  the,  cured,  303.  amenorrhoea  in  the  intervals,  303. 

Liver,  case  of  abscess  of  the,  with  perfora-  Middlesex  Hospital  Report,  587. 

tion  of  the  stomach  and  abdominal  pa-  Midwifery  case,  Mr.  Crabb's,  479. 

rieies,  recovered  from,  588.  Midwifery,  Dr.  Rigby's  system  of,  reviewed, 

Liverpool  Medical  Institution,  paper  read  879. 

at  tbe : — Mr.  Long  on  a  case  of  tubercle  Military  flogging,  remarks  on,  415. 

in  the  cerebellum,  489.  Millingen's,  Dr.  aphorisms  on  the  treatment 

London  Dispensary  report,  by  Dr.  Aldis,  959.  and  management  of  the  insane,  reviewed. 

Long,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  tubercle  in  the  cere*  549. 

helium,  489.  Mineral  waters,  difficulty  of  determining  the 

Lord  Rector  of  Glasgow,  meeting  in  favour  composition  and  value  ofj  415. 

of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  335.  Monro  s.  Dr.  essays  and  heads  of  lectures  on 

Lord,  Mr.  on  the  extension  of  the  vaccina-  anatomy,  &c.  reviewed,  878. 

tion  act,  461.  Morphia,  a  case  of  tetanus  cured  by,  559. 

Lucas,  Mr.  P.  B.  on  the  operation  for  stra-  Mortality  in  England  and  >Yales,  editmial 

bismus,  224  ;  note  from,    asserting  bis  observations  on  tbe,  291. 

priority  in  operating  for  strabismus,  304 ;  ■     of  puerperal  women  in  great  towns, 

his  practical  treatise  on  the  care  of  stra-  Mr.  Roberton's  remarks  on  the,  481. 

bismus  or  squint,  reviewed,  879.  — a  table  of,  for  the  metropolis,  591, 

Luke's,  Mr.  suspensory  apparatus  for  frat-  691, 624,  672, 704, 736,  768,  816,  848, 

tures  of  the  leg,  652.  899,  928,  960. 
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MortiflcatioD,  Sir  B.  Brodie*a  lectoniB  on : —  Oiled  ulk,  Dr.  Leigh  on  the  nse  of,  in  enrgery, 

Mortiiioation    from    inflammation,    472;  868. 

'treatment  of  cases  in  which  inflammation  Opacity,  congenital,  of  the  cornea,  Mr.  S. 

terminates  in  mortification,  474;  mortifi-  Crompton  on,  4St, 

cation  from  strangulation  of  ligature,  536 ;  Operation,  new,  for  bare«Up,  proposed  by 

mortification  from  pressure,  537  ;  mortifi-  Mr.  A.  J.  Wood,  i3. 

cation   from   contusions   snd    traumatic  Ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Dr.  Cederschjold 

gangrene,  539;  destruction  of  parts  by  on,  382. 

caustics,  601 ;   hospital  gangrene,  633 ;  Opium,  test  for,  384. 

actual  cautery,  ib.|    mortification   from  — .i-.-*  Mr.  Julius  Jeffireys  on  the  impmper 

animal  poisons,  ib.  i  mortification  from  use  of,  in  England,  414« 

cold,  634 1  mortification  from  sudden  losa  Orbit,  Mr.  £•  W.  Duffin  on  the  effects  of 

of  blood,  635 ;  mortification  from  inflam-  dividing  the  various  muscles  of  the,  in 

mation  of  the  arteries,  ib. ;  senile  gan-  animals,  345. 

grene,  714 ;  mortification  of  the  integu-  -— »  case  of  wound  in  the,  with  fracture  of 

meats  of  the  leg,  745 ;  peculiar  species  of  the  nthmoid  bone,  687. 

dry  gangrene  of  the  skin,  747  ;  mortifica-  Orfila's,  M«  aaperiments  on  poisoning  with 

tion  from  the  ergot  of  rye,  748 ;  mortifi-  arsenic  and  antimony,  309 1  results  of, 

cation  of  the  extremities  from  unknown  330. 

causes,  ib. ;  anthrax  or  carbuncle,  ib.  Osborne,  Dr.  on  perforations  connecting  the 

Mank's,  Dr.  cases  and  observations  illus-  cesophagus    with    the    air>Uibea   of  the 

trative  of  the  mercurial  treatment  of  some  lungs,  31* 

forms  of  incipient  phthisis   pulmonalis,  Ovanan  cysts,  Mr.  Beigamia  Phillips  on 

1 12,  156,  191 ;   case  of  rupture  of  the  the  extraotion  of,  with  an  account  of  a 

Fallopian  tube,  from  accumulation  of  the  case  in  which  he  performed  this  opera- 

catamenial  fluid,  867.  tion,  83. 

MuscsB  volitantes,  Mr.  Wigaa  on,  719.  ■            dropsy  and  pregnancy,  Mr.  J.  Fosse 

remarks  on,  by  M.R.C.S.  Harding  on  the  co-«xistenee  of,  168. 


in  reply  to  Mr.  Wigao,  801.  Oxalic  acid.  Dr.  T.  H.  Bahington  on  a  case 

Muscles,  oblique,  of  the  eye,  Mr.  C.  Rad-  in  which  a  <|aantiu  of,  was  aceidenUlly 
cliffe  Hall  on  the  actions  of  the,  126.  swaUowed  in  an  ettervcaciag  draught,  870. 

Myelitis  rheumatica,  symptoms  indicative 

of,  303. 
Myodiatomv,  the  name  of,  suggested  as  a  _ 

suitable  designation  for  the  operatioa  of  *^' 

dividing  muscles,  496. 

Paget,  Mr.  James,  on  coagnlation  of  the 
blood  aftor  death,  613. 
11^  Pamphlets  on    medical   reform,   editorial 

observations  on,  724. 
Parkes's,  Or.  W.  B.  case  of  uterine  haniioff* 
Napper^s,  Mr.  case  of  rare  malformation  of        rhagf ,  409. 

the  heart,  793.  Partridge,  Mr,  notice  of  a  case  in  which  he 

Naval     assistant-surgeons,    improvemenU        operated  for  subclavian  aneurism,  848. 
which  should  be  made  in  the  condition  of,    Pntnology,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  mftuntrg  of 
704.  the  term,  33. 

Nervous  system,  Dr  Marshall  Hall's  fourth  Pereira's,  Dr.  elements  of  materia  medica, 
memoir  on  some  principles  of  pathology  second  part,  reviewed,  131 1  notice  of 
in  the,  329.  his  election  aa  aseistant-physkian  to  the 

Nervous  system.  Dr.  Carpenter's  lectures         London  Hospital,  896. 
on  the  functions  of  the : — general  view  of    Pericarditis,  remarks  oa,  by  Mr.  James 
the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  777  ;        DoogUs,  108,  163. 
general  sketch  of  the  comparative  anatomy    Perspiration,  excesrive,  pare  tannin  reoom- 
and  physiology  of  the,  858,  937.  mended  as  a  remedy  for,  382. 

North   of   England   Medical   Association,     Petition,  copy  of  a,  for  medical  refitfoi, from 
meeting  of  the,  29 ;  resolutions  adopted        |]ie  practitioners  of  Reading,  378. 
at  the,  against  Mr.  Warburton's  bill,  174.    PbUlips,  Mr.  Benjamin,  aoooont  by,  of  a 
Nose,  gouty  redness  of  the,  334.  case  in  which  he  extracted  aa  ovaiiaa 

cyst,  83. 
Phlebitis  of  the  cerebral  sinuses.  Dr.  Bmca 
'  on,  as  a  result  of  parulani  oCocrboBa,  606, 

"•  636. 

Dr.  Silvester  on    a  waaarkaMe 

(Edema,  Mr.  Syme's  case  of,  of  the  face        case  of,  807. 
and  tongue,  545. .  Phthisis  pulmonalis.  Dr.  Monk's  cases  and 
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obserTaiiooi  illuitrative  of  the  mercurial 
treatment  of,  IIS,  156,  191. 
Phthiaia,  Or.  Griffith's  opinions  on,  5?8. 

^—  fear  of,  in  Sicily,  895. 

Physic,  Dr.  Watson's  lectures  on  the  princi- 
ples and  practice  of : — Introductory  lec- 
ture, 1  (  topics  to  be  embraced  in  the 
course,  ib. ;  scope  and  objects  of  the 
course,  5. 

Legt.  f . — Pathology-^meaningr  of  the 
term,  53 ;  morbid  alterations  of  the  solid 
parts  of  the  body,  ib.;  hypertrophy,  its 
law  of  production  and  effects,  34  $  atrophy, 
its  causes  and  conseqneuces,  37 ;  indura- 
tion, ib. 

Lect.  3- — Softening,  its  causes  and 
varieties,  65  ;  transformations  of  tissue, 
66 ;  laws  of  their  occurrence,  67 ;  trans- 
formation into  cartilage,  68 ;  into  skin,  ib. ; 
into  fibrous  tissue  ancTsynoTial  membrane, 
ib. ;  into  adipous  tissue,  ib. ;  into  mucous 
tissue,  69;  into  bone,  ib. ;  new  tissues, 
70;  changes  of  situation,  ib.  ;  in  the 
chest — of  the  lung,  of  the  heart,  ib  ;  in 
the  abdomen  — -  hernia,  intussusception, 
prolapsus,  ib. 

Lect.  4.  —  Morbid  alterations  of  the 
6uids,  especially  of  the  blood,  97  •  changes 
in  its  quantity  and  distribution,  98 ;  gene* 
ral  and  local  plethora,  99;  poveny  of 
blood,  ib.;  active  congestion,  101;  its 
phenomena,  ib. ;  state  of  the  vessels  as 
seen  by  the  microscope,  ib. ;  mechanical 
congestion,  102;  possive  congestion,  ib. ; 
relations  of  these  forms  of  congestion  to 
inflammations,  104  ;  to  hiemorrhages,  ib. ; 
to  dropsies,  ib. 

Lect.  5.  —  Different  modes  of  dying, 
145 ;  pathology  of  sudden  death,  146 1 
death  by  anemia ~its  course,  phenomena, 
and  anatomical  characters,  147  ;  death 
by  asthenia — its  course,  phenomena,  and 
anatomical  characters,  ib. ;  nvncope,  ib. ; 
death  by  inanition,  148 ;  death  by  apuoea, 
death  by  coma— their  course  and  pheno- 
mena, and  the  anatomical  characters 
oommoD  to  both,  ib. ;  application  of  the 
principles  obtained  from  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  phenomena  of  sudden  death, 
in  elucidating  the  symptoms  and  tenden- 
cies of  disease,  153. 

Lect.  6.— Causes  of  disease— distinc- 
tion between  predisposing  and  exciting 
causes,  177  ;  enumeration  of  causes  as 
connected  with  the  atmosphere,  food  and 
drink,  poisons,  exercise,  sleep,  mental 
and  moral  conditions,  hereditary  tenden- 
cies, malformations,  178;  temperature, 
179  ;  external  effects  of  heat,  180 ;  of 
cold,  183. 

LtcT.  7. — Laws  by  which  the  ope- 
ration of  cold  upon  the  bodily  health  is 
regulated,  9S5;  circumstances  that  favour 
its  injurious  effects,  and  respect,  first,  the 
body  itself;  secondly,  the  manner  in  which 


the  cold  is  applied,  296  ;  modifying 
influence  of  certain  states  of  the  mind- 
sleep — habit,  298 ;  means  of  protection, 
229 ;  influence  of  the  different  seasons, 
ib. ;  'impurity  of  the  air,  231  ;  hereditary 
tendencies  to  disease,  ib. 

Lect.  8.^-Symptoms,  257 ;  their  uses 
in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  the  prog- 
nosis, and  the  treatment  of  diseases,  ib. ; 
signs,  as  distinguished  from  symptomp, 
259 ;  pathognomonic,  eommemorativep 
direct,  and  indirect  symptoms,  260 ; 
examples  of  symptoms  as  they  consist  of 
uneasy  sensations,  disordered  ftinctiona, 
or  changes  of  sensible  qualities,  ib. 

Lect.  9. — Inflammation,  305  ;  its  mor- 
bid and  salutary  effects,  ib.;  sketch  of 
the  local  and  constitutional  phenomena 
of  inflammation  as  it  occurs  in  external 
parts,  306  ;  examination  of  the  symptoms 
of  inflammation — pain,  heat,  redness, 
swelling,  307  ;  state  of  the  capillary 
blood-vessels,  and  of  the  blood,  in  a  part 
inflamed,  311. 

Lect.  10.— Buffy  coat  of  the  blood, 
337 ;  terminations,  &o.  of  inflammation, 
339;  resolution,  ib.  ;  dilitescence  and 
metastasis,  340  ;  serous  effusion,  ib. ; 
effusion  of  coagnlable  lymph,  341  ; 
organisation  of  the  lymph,  342  ;  Suppu- 
ration, ib. ;  ulceration,  344. 

Lect.  11.— Mortification  as  an  event 
of  inflammation,  385  ;  inflammatory  fever, 
387  {  hectic  fever,  388 ;  typhoid  fever, 
390 ;  modification  of  inflammation  by 
differences  of  tissue,  ib. ;  cellular  tissue, 
ib. ;  substance  of  the  glands  and  solid 
viscera,  391  ;  serous  membranes,  ib. ; 
synovial  membranes,  ib. ;  tegumentary 
membranes,  392 ;  skin,  ib.  ;  mucous 
membranes,  ib. ;  muscular  tissue,  393  ; 
arteries,  ib.  ;  veins,  ib. ;  substance  of  the 
brain,  ib. 

Lect.  12. — Varieties  of  inflammation, 
417  ;  acute  and  chronic,  ib. ;  latent,  418  ; 
specific,  ib.  ;  scrofulous  inflammation. 
419 ;  tubercles,  ib. ;  relstive  frequency  of 
scrofulous  disease  in  different  organs. 
422 ;  signs  of  the  strumous  diathesis,  424. 

Lect.  13. — Antiphlogistic  regimen, 466; 
blood-letting,  ib. 

Lf.ct.  14. — Recapitulation,  497  ;  bleed- 
ing, ib. ;  purgatives,  499  ;  mercury,  ib. ; 
antimony,  502  ;  digitalis,  503 ;  colchicum, 
ib. ;  opium,  ib.;  local  remedies— external 
cold,  504 ;  external  warmth,  ib. ;  counter- 
irritation,  505. 

Lect.  15.  —  Haemorrhage,  most  com- 
monly by  exhalation,  529;  habitual  has- 
morrhages,  530 ;  vicarious  h»morrhag(*a, 
531 ;  idiopathic  hemorrhages,  active  and 
passive,  ib. ;  symptomatic  hamorrhages, 
532  ;  usual  situations  of  hemorrhage, 
533 ;  symptoms  and  diagnosis,  534  ; 
principles  of  treatment,  535. 
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LccT.  16. — Dropsy,  iu  general  patbo- 
losy*  ^61 1  paMive  djopty  from  venoui 
abeorpdon,  569 ;  cardiac  dropay,  567  ; 
renal  dropsy,  ib*;  active,  acute,  or  febrile 
dropsy,  5i66 ;  treatment  of  dropsies,  b67, 

Lect.  17. — Diseases  of  tbe  eye,  593  ; 
catarrbal  ophtbalmia,  594 ;  purulent  oph- 
thalmia, b96  i  question  of  contagion,  598. 

Lbct.  18.  -—  Gonorrhceal  ophthaJmia, 
6%5i  purulent  ophthalmia  of  infants,  630; 
strumous  ophthalmia,  631. 

LscT.  19. — Recapitulation,  673 ;  treat- 
ment, ib. ;  general  remarks  on  conjunc 
ti?al  inflammations,  674 ;  iritis,  675  ; 
symptoms,  676 ;  treatment,  677  ;  causes 
of  iritis,  680. 

Lbct.  20. — Arthritic  iritis,  706  ;  rheu- 
matic ophthalmia,  ib. ;  amaurosis,  708. 

LscT.  $1. — Diseases  of  the  brain  and 
nenroas  system,  737  ;  difficulties  of  the 
subject,  ib. ;  short  review  of  some  points 
in  tbe  physiology  of  the  brain  and  nerves, 
738 ;  peculiarity  of  the  cerebral  circula- 
tion, 741  ;  pressure,  744. 

Lbct.  2^.— Symptoms  of  cerebral  dis- 
ease, 769  ;  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater 
and  arachnoid,  from  external  iDJury,  770; 
from  disease  of  the  bones  of  the  ear  and 
of  the  nose,  771 ;  inflammation  of  the  pia 
mater,  775. 

Lbct.  93.-^  Acute  and  general  infl^im- 
mation  of  thc^encephalon,  817  ;  period  of 
excitement,  ib. ;  modes  in  which  the  dis- 
ease  may  commence,  ib. ;  period  of  col- 
lapse«  819;  treatment,  ib.;  delirium 
tremens,  823. 

Lbct.  24. — Chronic  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  854 ;  softening,  855  ;  suppuration, 
856;  abscess,  ib.;  induration,  857; 
tumors  of  the  brain,  ib. 

Lbct.  25.— Hypertrophy  of  the  brain, 
897;  atrophy  of  the  brain,  899;  acute 
hydrocephalus,  ib. ;  premonitory  signs, 
900 ;  different  modes  of  attack,  ib. ;  stages 
of  the  disease,  901  ;  anatomical  charac- 
ters, 903 ;  causes,  904. 

Lect.  26. — Progress  and  mortality  of 

the  disease,  929  ;  chronic  hydrocephalus, 

934 ;  shape  of  the  bead,  935  ;  anatomical 

characters,  ib. ;  symptoms,  ib. 

Physicians  in  foreign  countries— Dr.  Marc, 

169. 
Pine-apple,  date  of  the  first  introduction  of 

the,  loto  this  countnr,  624. 
Placenta,  Mr.  Hugh  Carmichael  on  the  po- 
sition of  the,  in  the  different  stages  of 
gestation,  53  ;  on  the  position  of  the,  in 
the  wombt  after  delivery,  and  on  the 
manner  of  ascertaining  it,  275 ;  Dr.  Do- 
herty  on  the  situation  of  the,  351 ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Bell  on  the  position  of  the,  546. 
Placental  tufts  described  by  Weber,  remarks 
on  the,  by  Dr.  Knox,  209;  Dr.  John 
Reid  on  the,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Knox,  333*. 


Pleuritia,  Dr.  Hughes*  report  of  cases  of, 
359. 

Pneumonia,  Dr.  Hughes  on  the  treatment 
of,  205;  Mr.  Erichsen's  remarks  on,  in 
connection  with,  or  as  a  consequence  of, 
surgical  operations  and  injuries,  794, 

Poisoning,  M.  Orfila's  experiments  on,  with 
arseoic  and  antimony,  302,  336;  Mr. 
Jackson's  case  of,  with  binoxalate  of  po- 
tass, 480. 

Poole's,  Dr.  Richard,  memoranda  regard- 
ing the  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Mon- 
trose, 583. 

Poor,  editorial  observations  on  the  health  of 
the,  in  large  towns,  483. 

Po6r-]aw  continuance  bill,  clauses  proposed 
to  be  inserted  in  the,  812. 

Potass,  Mr.  Jackson's  case  of  poisoning 
with  the  binoxalate  of,  480. 

Potter,  Mr.  on  the  advantages  of  a  sling 
fracture  bed,  407. 

Pregnancy  and  childbed.  Dr.  Fleetwood 
Churchill's  observations  on  the  diseases 
incident  to,  reviewed,  59. 

Pregnancy,  occurrence  of,  six  times,  during 
amenorrhoea,  case  related  by  Dr.  Flech- 
ner,  of  Vienna,  557. 

Prichard,  Dr.  clinical  lecture  by,  delivered 
to  the  pupils  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary  :— 
on  a  case  of  dropsy  with  albuminous 
urine,  8 ;  on  acute  laryngitis,  9 ;  on  a 
case  of  chorea,  11. 

Profession,  the  medical,  editorial  observa- 
tions on  the  state  of  the,  131. 

Prolapsus,  Dr.  Watson  on,  71. 

Provincial  medical  association,  proceedings 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the,  at  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  96. 

Puerperal  convulsions,  Mr.  Kirk's  case  of, 
374. 

women,  on  the  mortality  of,  in 

great  towns,  481. 

Pulse,  Dr.  Cbristison  on  the  daily  revolu- 
tions of  the,  558. 

— —  slow,  Mr.  Holberton's  case  of,  with 
fainting  fits,  956. 

Pupils,  advice  to,  on  the  commencement  of 
their  studies,  26. 

Purgative  emulsions,  on  the  use  of,  222. 


Q. 


Quackery,  encouragement  of,  413;  opi- 
nions  of  the  Quarterly  Review  on  the  best 
means  for  tbe  suppression  of,  553. 

Quain's,  Mr.  anatomy  of  tbe  arteries  of  the 
human  body,  reviewed,  580. 

Quarterly  Review,  opinions  of  the,  on  va- 
rious points  of  medical  reform,  553. 

Questions  on  medical  reform,  by  "  A  Re. 
former,"  378. 
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lUdcliffe'Sy  Mr.  case  of  fractare  of  the  im- 

dioSy  produced  by  the  action  of  the  mas- 

cles,  283. 
Rape  and  its  panishment,  editorial  obserra- 

tions  on,  154. 
Redness,  gouty,  of  the  nose,  334. 
Rees,  Vr,  on  (he  detection  of  alhamen  in 

the  urine,  438  $  on  chyle  and  lymph,  547, 
—   Mr.  6.  O.  on  arsenic  in  sulphuric  acid, 

Reform,  medical,  editorial  observations  on, 
60;  on  Mr.  Warburton's  bill,  94;  Mr.G. 
Harvey's  opinion  of  the  bill,  17f ;  bre- 
▼iate  of  the  draft  of  Mr.  Hawes'bill,  395; 
petition  for,  by  the  practitioners  of  Read- 
ing, 378 ;  questions  on,  by  *<  A  Refor- 
mer," ib. ;  observations  on  tlie  several  bills 
for,  by  •*  E— ,»•  414 ;  further  editorial 
remarks  on,  5fO,  531,  697 ;  opinions  of 
the  Quarterly  Review  on  various  points 
of,  553 ;  editorial  notice  of  several  pamph- 
lets on,  724 ;  Mr.  Bacot  on,  763 ;  meet- 
ing  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Edinburgh,  on  the  subject  of,  84^ ;  re- 
marks on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, by  Medicns,  958 ;  petition  of  the 
College,  on  the  subject  of,  959 ;  proceed- 
ings in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  17th 
March,  on  the  subject  of,  960. 

Reform  deputations,  768. 

Reid,  Dr.  John,  on  the  anatomy  of  the 
medulla  oblongata,  63;  on  the  placental 
tofts,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Knox,  333*. 

■  '  ''s,  Dr.  James,  report  of  parochial  lying, 
in  cases  ^for  18  months)  during  1839,  and 
to  the  end  of  June,  1840,  S33,  270. 

Remedies,  new,  list  of,  588. 

Rheumatism,  Dr.  Hughes's  report  of  cases 
of,  360. 

Rigby's  Dr.  system  of  midwifery,  reviewed, 
879. 

Ritler,  Dr.  on  the  effects  of  over-eating,  702. 

Robertson's,  Dr.  John  Hey,  work  on  spinal 
diseases,  reviewed,  519. 

Roget's,  Dr.  animal  and  vegetable  physi- 
ology, reviewed,  290. 

Rothlanf,  Dr.  on  the  epidemic  at  Athens  in 
the  summer  of  1835, 702. 

Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
notice  of  the  first  meeting  for  the  season, 
294.  Papers  read :— Dr.  Marshall  Hall's 
fourth  memoir  on  some  principles  of 
pathology  in  the  nervous  system,  329; 
Mr.  Jones's  case  of  osseous  union  of  a 
'fracture  of  the  nerk  of  the  thigh-bone 
within  the  capsule,  414 ;  Mr.  Julius 
Jeffreys  on  the  improper  use  of  opium  in 
England,  414 ;  Mr.  Gulliver  on  the  struc- 
ture of  the  entozoa  belonging  to  the  genus 
oystieercus,  487  ;  Dr.  Webstei^s  obser- 
vations on  chorea,  ib. ;  Dr.  Blakiston 
on    defective   closure    of   the    tricuspid 


foramen  as  a  frequent  cnose  of  dropsy, 
664 ;  Mr.  Stanley  on  dislocations  of  the 
hip-joint,  666 1  Dr,  Gregory  on  vacci- 
nation and  small-pox,  73ti  Mr.  Alex. 
Ure  on  gouty  ooaeretions,  735 ;  Dr.  T. 
H.  Silvester  on  a  remarkable  case  of 
phlebitis,  807  ;  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  on 
two  caaes  of  imperforate  hymen,  810; 
Air.  Caesar  Hawkins's  cases  of  cancerous 
or  malignant  disease  of  the  spinal  coloauiy 
883  ;  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  eulogium  on 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  884 ;  Mr.  Hotberton's 
case  of  slow  palse,  with  fainting  fits,  956. 

Rubefacient  and  vesicant,  a  speedy,  256. 

Ramsey's,  Dr.  case  of  hernia,  482, 518. 

Ruppius,  Dr.  on  the  use  of  boiling  water  in 
the  treatment  of  callous  fistula,  623. 

Rust,  Dr.  notice  of  the  death  of,  224. 

Ryan,  the  late  Dr.  560. 


S. 


St.  Marylebone  Infirmary  reports,  622,  890. 

Salads,  Meg  Dod's  opinion  of,  255. 

Salivation,  mercurial,  two  remarkable  cases 
of,  560. 

Scarlatina,  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Steele  on  dropsy 
as  the  sequela  of,  875. 

Schuk,  Dr.  on  the  auscultatory  phenomena 
in  externally  situated  aneurisms,  and  on 
the  difference  between  an  independent 
and  a  communicated  pulsation  of  tumors, 
526 ;  cases  of  dislocations  and  fractures  ia 
the  cervical  part  of  the  vertebral  column 
related  by,  735. 

Schools,  the  medical,  editorial  observations 

on  the,  88. 
Scott's,  Dr.  Wakefield,  retrospective  address 

at  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical 

and  Surgical  Association  at  Southampton, 

582. 
Searle,  Mr.on  the  fit  age  for  vaccination, 371. 
Secale  comutum^  Mr.  Hodgson  on  the  oae 

of,  792. 
Section,  subcutaneous,  of  forty-two  muscles, 

tendons,  and  ligaments,  performed  on  the 

same  day  in  the  same  individual,  142. 
Shand,  Mr.  on  the  agency  of  sound  on  the 

human  ear,  634. 
Sharkey*s,  Dr.  inquiry  into  the  efficacy  of 

digitalis  in  the  treatment  of  idiopathic 

epilepsy,  reviewed,  549. 
Short-sightedness,    Dr.   Frans   on  a  new 

method  of  cure  for,  442. 
Silvester,  Dr.  on  a  remarkable  case  of  phle* 

bids,  807. 
Small -pox,  a  return  of  the  number  of  deaths 

from,  requested  by  the  registrar-general, 

299. 
— ^ —  Dr,  Gregory  on  the  statistics  of, 

320. 


Mr.  William  Parr  on  the  present 
epidemic  of,  and  on  the  necessity  of 
arresting  its  ravages,  570, 


INDEX,  978 

Sjnall-poz,  M.  Chomel  on  the  aae  of  mer-  on,  by  Mr.  C.  Radoliffis  Hall,iiickidiiig&ii. 

Cttrial    plaster    in  preventing  deformity  analysis  of  two  hundred  cases,  6AI  ;  Mr. 

after,  592.  Braid  on  the  cure  of,  446$   a«coont  by 

—  prevalence  of,  66^,  Mr.  Hewett  of   a  dissection  performed 

—  and  vaccination.  Dr.  Gregory  od«  after  the  operation  for,  634;  Mr.  Lucas's 

733.  practical  treatise  on,  reviewed,  879 ;  note 

Smee,  Mr.  Alfred,  on  the  structure  of  normal  from  Mr.  Hall  on,  in  reply  to  some  remarks 

and  adventitious  bone,  315.  by  Dr.  Hocken,  894. 
's,  Mr.  elements  of  electro -metallurgy.  Strictures  in  the  urethra.  Dr.  Buchanan's 

reviewed,  695.  new  catheter  for  the  treatment  of,  916. 

Softeninjr,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  causes  and  Stuttering,  Dr.  Frank's  account  of  Professor 

varieties  of,  65.  Dieffenbach's  operation  for  the  cure  of, 

Sound,  Mr.  Shand  on  the  agency  of,  on  the  920. 

human  ear,  634.  "  Sudden  death,'*  case  of,  894. 

South,  Mr.  J.  F.  elected  a  member  of  the  Sulphuric  acid,  Dr.  R*  D.  Thomson's  case 

Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  of  opacity  of  the  cornea  produced  by,  658 ; 

928.  Mr.  G.  O.  Rees  on  arsenic  in,  724 ;  Mr. 

Spasm  of  the  chest,  case  of,  cured  by  the  H.  Hough  Watson  on  the  presence  of 

fused  nitrate  of  silver,  303.  arsenic  in,  784. 

Spine,  case  of  disease  of  the,  related  by  Dr.  Syme's,  Professor,  cases  of  popliteal  anea« 

Watmough,  in  which  hiccough,  being  one  rism,  700. 

of  the  most  distressing  symptoms,  was  Syme's,  Mr.  case  of  oedema  of  the  face  and 

completely  removed  by  inserluig  a  seton  tongue,  545, 

over  the  oriein  of  the  phrenic  nerves,  22 ;  Symes,  Mr.  Henry,  on  the  operation  for  the 

curvature  of  the.  Dr.  Robert  Hunter  on  cure  of  wry-neck,  720. 

section  of  the  dorsal  muscles  for  the  cure  Syphilis,  on  the  treatment  of,  by  ioduret  of 

of,  335;  Mr.  Childs  on  a  new  operation  potash,  559. 

for  lateral  currature  of  the,  370  ;  account  System  of  practical  medicine.  Dr.  Tweedie's, 

by  Mr.  Whitehead  of  an  operation  per-  review  of,  23. 

formed  by  him  for  distortion  of  the,  405 ; 

Mr.  Braid  on  lateral  curvature  of  the, 

445 ;    Mr.  Laycock  on  division  of  the  T. 

muscles  of  the  back  for  the  cure  of  curva- 
ture of  the,  447 ;  Mr.  Childs  on  the  new  Talfourd's,  Mr.  Sergeant,  letter  to  Mr.  N. 

operation  for  lateral  curvature  of  the,  505  :  Rumsey,  on  the  subject  of  his  proposed 

Dr.  J.  H.  Robertson's  work  on  diseases  bill  on  the  subject  of  medical  relief,  313. 

of  the,  reviewed,  519.  Tannin,  pure,  recommended  as  a  remedy  for 

Spleen,  M.  Voisin's  method  of  resolving  excessive  perspiration,  386. 

engorgements  of  the,  142.  Tape- worm,  remarkable  case  of,  387. 

Stammering,  Mr.  Yearsley's  account  of  his  Tea,  damaged,  Mr.  Dniitt  on  the  pernictoos 

recent  proceedings  for  the  cure  of,  919;  effects  of,  833. 

Dr.  Franz's  account  of  Dieffenbach's  ope-  Teeth,  causes  productive  of  looseness  of  the, 

ration  for  the  cure  of,  920.  333. 

Stanley,  Mr.  on  dislocations  of  the  hip-jointy  Testis,  diseased,  Mr.  Laing's  cases  of,  456. 

666.  Tetanus,  Mr.  Lewis's  case  of*  458 ;  case  of, 

Steele,  Mr.  Arthur  B.  on  dropsy  as  the  se-  cured  by  morphia,  559. 

quela  of  scarlatina,  875.  Thomson,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  opacity  of  the 

Stethoscope,  on  the  advantages  of  the,  with  cornea,  produced  by  sulphuric  acid,  658. 

a  flexible  tube,  440.  '     — *s.  Dr.  Theophilus,  case  of  granular 

Strabismus,  or  squinting,  Mr.  £•  W.  Duffin's  degeneration  of  the  kidnevs,  239. 

inquiry  into  some  of  the  consequences  and  Tbomhill,  Mr.  on  obstructions  in  the  ear, 

causes  of  failure  of  the  new  operation  for  324. 

the  cure  of,  13,  42,  76;  cure  of,  by  ope-  Thumen's,  Dr.  case  of  spontaneous  tuning, 

ration.  Dr.  Frans's  resum^  of  his  ezperi*  303. 

ence,  40 ;  Mr.  Wade  on  the  various  ope-  Tibia,  Mr.  Coombe's  case  of  dislocation  of 

rations  for,81  (  Dr.Frana  on  the  operation  the,   inwards,  with  the  astragalus,  and 

for,  197 ;  Mr.  P.  B.  Lucas  on  the  operation  fracture  of  the  fibula,  579. 

for,  224  ;  Dr.  Frana  on  the  operation  of,  — —  and  fibula,  Mr.  Herbert  Mayo's  case 

in  replv  to  Mr.  Lucas,  254 ;  Mr.  C.  Rad-  of  simple  dislocation  forwards  of  the  heads 

cliffe  Hall  on  the  operation  for,  283  ;  Dr.  of  the,  869. 

Hocken  onthe  pathology  of,  285, 789, 848;  Tissues,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  varioos  trans- 

the  priority  in  the  performance  of  this  formatioos  of,  66. 

operation  in  this  country  claimed  by  Mr*  "  Touchstone  of  medical  reform,''  editorial 

Lucas,  304 ;  Mr.  Damn's  essay  on  the  observations  on  Vr,  Green's  recent  pam- 

new  operation  for,  reviewed,  460 ;  remarks  phlet,  under  this  title,  924. 
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Traill's,  Dr.  outlines  of  a  course  of  lectures 
on  medicsl  jurisprudence,  reviewed,  450. 

Travers,  Mr.  Benjamin,  elected  examiner  to 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  928. 

Tubercle,  Mr.  Long  on  a  case  of,  in  tbe  ce- 
rebellum, 489. 

Tumor  of  die  peroneal  nerve,  removed  by 
Mr.  Thomss  Gutteridge,  282  ;  encysted, 
Dr.  Davidson  on  tbe  diagnosis  of,  428  ; 
abdominal,  on  a  case  of,  491. 

Turning,  spontaneous.  Dr.  Thumen's  case  of, 
303. 

Tweedie's,  Dr.  system  of  practical  medicine, 
retiewed,  23. 

Tyrrell,  Mr.  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  reviewed, 
245. 


U. 


Ulcers  of  the  lower  extremities,  Mr.  Joseph 
Bell  on  the  treatment  of.  573. 

University  of  London,  examinations  for  tbe 
bachelorship  in  medicine,  297;  second 
examination  Qt  the,  for  the  degree  of 
doctor  in  medicine,  335 ;  examinations 
for  degrees  in  arts  in  the,  412 ;  second 
examinalion  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
medicine,  496. 

Cambridge,  editorial  observa- 
tions on  proposed  changes  in  the,  834. 

-Aberdeen,  Dr.  Thomas  Clark 


Vaccination,  fee  at  Brentford,  fiied  at  half- 
a-crown,  334;  the  same  required  by  the 
practitioners  at  Henley* on-'itiames,  ib. 

— ^— —  Mr.  Searle  on  the  fit  age  for, 
371. 


Act,  Mr.  Lord  on  tbe  extension 
of  the,  461. 
— ' lectures  on,  suggested,  462. 

inadequacy  of  the  fee  for,  528. 


Vaccine  matter,  new,  223. 

Veins,  Dr.  J.  R.  Cormac  on  air  in  the,  63. 

Vertebne,  Dr.  Schok's  cases  of  dislocations 
and  fractures  of  the,  735. 

Viper,  bite  of  a,  recovery  from,  303. 

Viscera,  case  of  transposition  of  tbe,  559. 

Visitors,  a  Board  of,  suggested  to  be  ap- 
pointed, by  the  Quarterly  Review,  5.56. 

Vitriol,  elixir  of,  French  receipt  for,  846. 

Voisiu's,  M.  method  of  resolving  engorge- 
ments of  the  spleen,  142. 


on  the  rights  of  the,  845. 

Ure,  Mr.  Alexander,  on  gouty  concretions, 
with  a  new  method  of  treatment,  735. 

Urethra,  Mr.  Wade's  observations  on  stric- 
ture of  the,  reviewed,  410. 

■  description,  by  Dr.  Buchanan,  of 
a  new  instrument  for  the  treatment  of 
stricture  of  the,  916. 

Urine,  Dr.  Rees  on  the  detection  of  albumen 
in  the,  438. 

Uterine  hasmorrhage,  Mr.  Francis  on,  199. 

— ^ Dr.  W.  B.  Parkes  on 


a  case  of,  409. 


case  of,  462. 


Uterus,  Mr.  Coward's  case  of  rupture  of  the, 
from  the  improper  administration  of  ergot 
of  rye,  372. 

Uvala,  double,  Mr.  Bolster's  case  of,  618. 


V. 


Vaccination  for  M^ftlMii-pmee.protest  against, 

by  the  medical  practitioners  for  the  Brent* 

ford  Union,  174. 
Vaccination,  query  respecting,  by  Mr.  Henry 

Crawford,  895. 
..^—^  ^^  Dr.  Gregory's  reply  to  a  question 

regarding,  918. 

Mr.  Drummond  on  the  contract 


for,  298. 


W. 


Wade,  Mr.  on  the  various  operations  for 
strabismus,  81. 

— —  observations  on  stricture  of  the 

urethra,  reviewed, '409. 

Warburton's,  Mr.,  reform  bill,  editorial  ob- 
servations on,  91 ;  Mr.  G.  Harvey's  opi- 
nion of  the  bill,  172  ;  resolutions  against, 
by  the  North  of  England  Medical  Asso. 
ciatioD,  174;  a  misconception  respecting, 
corrected,  253. 

Warrant  regulating  the  appointments  and 
pay  of  army  medical  officers,  301. 

Waters,  mineral,  difficulty  of  determining 
the  composition  and  value  of,  415. 

Watmottgh,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  spinal  disease, 
in  which  hiccough,  being  one  of  tbe  most 
distressing  sjrmptoms,  was  completely  re- 
moved by  inserting  a  seton  over  the  ori- 
gin of  the  phrenic  nerves,  22. 

■  Mr.  on  the  use  of  iodide  of  pot- 
ash in  paralysis,  213. 

Watson's,  Dr.  lectures  on  the  principles 
and  practice  of  physic,  see  **  Physic,  Dr. 
Watson's  lectures  on  the  principles  and 
practice  of." 

Weber,remarks,  by  Dr.  Knox,  on  the  placen- 
tal tufts  described  by,  and  on  their  dis- 
tribution and  supposed  functions,  209. 

Webster's,  Dr.  observations  on  chorea,  487. 

Westminstet^ledical  Society,  notice  of  the 
first  meeting  for  the  season,  175. 

White  slave  driving,  extract  from  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  the  factory  system,  558. 

Whitehead's  Mr.  case  of  constipation  cured 
by  the  application  of  cold,  58. 

■  account  of  a  case  in  which 
he  operated  for  spinal  distortion,  405. 

—  note  from,  464. 
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Wigao,  Mr.  on  moica  f  olitantes,  719. 

Wildbad,  Dr.  Fallatti  on  the  hatha  of,  64. 

Williamsy  Mr.  Caleh,  statement  hy,  of  the 
case  of  Alexander  M'Lachlan  Smith, 
acquitted  of  a  charge  of  marder  at  the 
York  Assises,  with  observations  on  the 
plea  of  insanity  in  criminal  cases,  18. 

*s,  Dt,  Joseph,  treatise  on  diseases 
of  the  ear,  reviewed,  410. 

Window-tai  on  hospitals,  844. 

Wines,  bow  to  improve  them,  416. 


Wood's,  Mr.  J.  Alfred,  method  of  opermtia^ 

for  hare-lip,  23. 
Wry-neck,  Mr.  Symes  on  the  cure  of,  7fO. 


Y. 


Yesrsley's,  Mr.  axioms  for  the  deaf,  S79  ; 
account  by,  of  his  recent  proceedings  rela* 
tave  to  the  cure  of  stammering,  919. 
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